















































































































































































































































ASIHNGTON - | am delighted to
report that the next oocupants of
the White House will not have to
4 spend their first few months
giving the place a thorvugh cul-
tural clmning — (ossing out bovme metallic
junk sculpture nudes. incandescent David
Hockney La-La-Land tandscapex or Andy
Warhol (ranssezual triptychs o restore the
m.:mbn to its tredttional Federalist Peviod
80Ty

Pespite nearly seven years of Bill and
Hillary residence — amazingly — I can report
that the White House silll seema preity much
nlact. .

1 had fearrd it wea going to bo utterly

otherwise — Rothkos in the Red Room,
Warhols In the washroom and pink flamingos
on the South Lawn.
* It's been my obsorvation that Hillary
IRodham Clinton is to art what she has been
10 healthcaresystem rescoe plans — or for
that matter. to her own wardrobe.

In 1984, don'l you know, | was among &
handful of arts scribblers {nvited to join
(Hillary and National Gallery of Art Director
J, Carler Brown on a tour of a onco nt
First Ladies’ Garden esisblished by Edith
(Mrs. Thaxiore) Roosrveit

Hillary had ransformed this piessant bowsr

ta what she proclaimod as the White House
Sculpture ‘Garden,” Installing there not only
.the most bovine metallic Jjunk sculpture nude
T'4 ever gaped al but what loo ltke plies
| of haulage from vacant lots all over Ham-
.,mond.lnd
| later. over refreshmenta in lhc East Room.
lho gave us a slern, nnlg lecturw ol
aesthetics -~ tresting ua rsther liks tulmnlly
\gnorant lmbecﬂn who wouldn’l knaw which
'qd of a de Kooning to hang upwards
(prohably true\ while vowing to rvpiace a fot
o0l the fuddy:duddy Federalist stull with
FeDiting-edge art

As she had recontly broughl in an interfor
decorator from Arkansss to hang plastic
drapes wilh dolphins oo them in an upstairs
rl.\nuun bedrooal .| cowd only shudder {n
unhappy anticipstion, s lhudder 1 gave voice

5 Art herstory

;White House has been resisting cultural assault so far

Mlchae! Klllan

!o in the public print.

1 was not, as you might imagine, invited
back 1o see If my wort fears were realized
But | assumed they wiuld be and that we'd
have to wait for Erndtine Bradley, Tipper
Gore or Laura.Bush ts restore White House
amb u'lon---- K dy level of

quality and grace.

But I've had a chanbe to see now [ was
wrong, courtesy of 's Ovation cable TV
arts network, which procuced a’ half-hour
video tour of the state of White House
who serves as

I's Fine Arts Commis-
slon, and, lo, Hillary hegelf.
Al the brllnn\ng of he show. “A National

Treasure: The Hﬁ 4se Art

be telecast nt'lpm Mojday), Hillary stil] had
me fearing the worst, e walked on screen
wearing & metallic yellov pantsuit of the sort
you might find at a ‘I\Fre Haute 40th high
school reunion,

And It was a little mnoying (o hear the
Park Ridge, 1L, dra daughter lecturing
Brown, who had advisd Jackie Kennedy on
art, about John Singer t's technique.

But 1 was overjoyedlo see, as she pant-
suited from room to rom, that she's hardly
touched amrlhlngu ynﬂ hou;h thu dreadful

the wall), and to extol
liant 19th Century paintéd but as "an African-
American artist”

Upstairs, she did sBw off a couple of
Imponderable abstra: by Willem d¢ Koon-
ing and Wassily Ka y — nice, but cer
tainly inappropriate foi'the tradition set by
Mrs. Kennedy et al. L?uy. they're ;uclod

Hillary Rodham Clinton 8nd J. Carter Browh
look at Glident Stuart's portralt of Gearge
Washington on thelr tour of White Houss -aft.

away in the private third-floor family quar-
ters, where only Hollywood movio stars, rich
campaign contributors and visiting Chinese
bustnemsmen are allowed to fread.

Prodab!ly the tackiest thing Mrs. Cllnton has
dano to the White House has been to reuphal-
ster all the chalrs In the Bine Ovnl Room with'
huge presidontial seals on both sest and back.
msking them Inok like souvenirs on sale at
say. a I’lanct Hollywood gift shop — though |
uppose they go well with the dolphin drapes.

Bul I still worry. Mrs. Clinton, mind, wes
one of the first to defend the Brooklyn
Musoum of Art‘'s right to display sliced dead
pigs as art. and she and Bil) still have until
the year 2001 to do with the White House wlm
they will.

Asked by Brown where she got her Interest

In sculpture, she told an anccdote about her

firet date with BUL in which he took her fo ithe
Yalo University art muscum to see some

ture. It was closed. bt she caid Bill was ablato

wheedle his wxy info the place by promicing
thet he and Hillary would plck up all the
1nuseum’s trash before taking in the show.

As ac she @id, ~Sculp is a
big part of our relationshp.”

Not fo spmk of trashk
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