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& /he rolls up welcome mat for Hillary
2 of first lady’s msu,ﬂoyemm bashes her liberal philosophy

By Ron Marsico
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Hillary Clinton is coming to New
Jersey today, but Gov. Christie Whit-
man already has issued a testy politi-
cal welcome, branding the first lady a
big-government liberal who botched
the one job the President ever
trusted her with.

The two women are expected to be running in high-
profile U.S. Senate contests in neighboring states next
year, with Clinton eyeing the vacant seat in New York
and Whitman seeking the seat from New Jersey.

—— —

WHITMAN CLINTON

Both women had been ignoring the possibilities

—

Hillary

" CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

- Whitman bashes
potential candidate

continued Whitman. “And that's
pretty hard to imagine given the size
of'some of the bureaucracy that ex-
ists in Washington today."”

Whitman’s comments, made yes-
terday during the taping of State of
the State, a cable television show,
came on the eve of Clinton's second
fund-raising trip to the Garden State
in less than two weeks. Today, the
first lady helps raise money for Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th Dist.) and visits a
middle school in Ewing to talk about
combating school violence.

Little more than a month ago,
there were reports that there was
some rancor between the Governor
and first lady’s staffs during a visit to
Fort Dix to welcome the Kosovo refu-
gees.

According to the reports, Whit-
man staffers grumbled that the Gov-
emnor was not invited to greet arriving
buses of refugees with the first lady.
But the Governor brought toys and
managed her own welcome for the
refligees anyway.

The Governor, a moderate Re-
publican, said she believes the GOP
candidate will beat Clinton — though
she did not mention the party’s likely
standard-bearer,,, New York City
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, by name.

“Her answer to questions is very
much more government and more
government from Washington — as
much as possible,” said Whitman of
the first lady, “and I don't believe the
people of New York state are going to
want to see that. They've certainly
shown that they want to get away
from that kind of response in both
their elections of the mayor of New
York City and the governor of the
state.”

The first lady’s office let the swipe

go.

= “We wouldn't
“Her answer  want to com-
. ment,” said Mar-

!0 Questions cia Berry, a
isvery much spokeswoman
for the first lady.

e “Right now, Mrs.
govemment  Clinton is in the
and more position of ex-
ploring this (po-

govenment  :cntial race).
from She's not a can-

. didate yet."

Washington Whitman's
— as much comments came
.15 On the same day

as DOSSIble. a Quinnipiac Col-
— GOV. CHRISTIE - lege Poll found
WHITMAN her maintaining

a substantial

lead in a poten-

tial rematch against former Demo-

cratic Gov. Jim Florio, whom she beat

for the governorship in 1993. Florio is

considered the front-runner for the
Democratic Senate nomination.

Quinniplac's survey found that

Florio “gained alittle ground,” but

still trails Whitman 50 percent to 38

put her in charge of creating a new health care system
for the nation,” said Whitman.

“And she was proposing something that was going
to be the largest federal bureaucracy that we had,”

those tandem races offer.

Until yesterday.

Whitman said Clinton will be a
sympathetic political figure with
lots of valuable name recognition.
But, she added, it won't help.

“People will remember, once
they're over that, that the one time
that she was given government re- °
sponsibility was when the President

PLEASE SEE HILLARY, PAGE 24

percent among 1,109 New Jersey resi-
dents who say they are registered
voters. The poll, taken from June 2-7,
has a margin of error of plus or minus
2.9 percent. A March 31 Quinnipiac
survey showed Whitman ahead of
Florio by 51 to 35 percent.

“It's much too early to put too
much stock in polls,” said Whitman.
“Obviously, I'm glad that I'm ahead,
but neither one of us has started to
campaign or define ourselves to the
other.”

The poll also round that radio
talk-show host Bob Grant, who is
considering cunning as an indepen-
dent, has a favorable rating of 15 per-
cent with a 19 percent unfavorable
rating, with 12 percent mixed and 54
percent holding no opinion.

The Governor said that she be-
lieves that Grant would hurt her
chances if he decides to run for Sen-
ate as a third party candidate.

Whitman said she hopes Grant
does not run.

“I don’t think there's any ques-
tion but that if he runs that he would
pull some from what should be con-
sidered my base,” said Whitman. “I
think it's too bad if he does. We share

a lot of the same philosophy and atti-
tude toward government. Obviously |
we've had some disagreements.”

Grant dismissed suggestions his ‘

candidacy would hurt only Whitman.
“If I'm in the race, Il hurt both
parties. Because I'll win,” said Grant
in a brief interview yesterday, in
which he said he was not surprised by
Whitman’s remarks. “I wouldn't be
doing it just
That would be

tg],ﬁurt the Governor. |
















































































































































































































































