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US First Lady Hillary Clinton listening to 
the proceedings yesterday after she received 
the Freedom of Galway City and collected 

an Honorary Degree from the National 
University of Ireland, Galway
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By NOEL SMITH

HILLARY Clinton left a powerful 
impression on more than 1,000 invited 
guests yesterday during her brief visit 
which was hailed as "truly historic" by 
the President of the National University 
of Ireland, Galway.

Mrs Clinton appeared to be in relaxed 
and chatty mood as she donned the 
academic robes to be conferred with a 
Doctorate in Laws by the university.

Officials said later that Mrs Clinton, 
who received several presentations to 
mark the visit, was "very deeply 
moved" by the warmth of the reception.

It was her wide-ranging, 30-minute 
address in the large, red-carpctcd and 
historic quadrangle of the university 
that really gripped the audience and led
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In receiving what is the city's top civic 
honour, the First Lady joined a 
glittering list of dignitaries previously 
honoured, including past US presidents 
John F Kennedy and Ronald Reagan, 
Pope John Paul II and former Irish 
presidents Douglas Hyde and Eamon de 
Valera.

Clearly delighted with the honour, Mrs 
Clinton said she was "extraordinarily 
pleased” to receive the prestigious 
award and joked in signing the honours 
list she couldn't help but notice that she 
was in the company of many 
"distinguished gentlemen".

SPORT I motoring; TROPUitY ; IARMING
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to rapturous applause.

She told people always to have hope in 
the search for permanent peace and she 
paid public tribute to the progress 
already achieved.

Shortly afterwards, after being 
conferred with the Freedom of the City 
by Mayor Angela Lynch-Lupton, Mrs 
Clinton spoke of how' much she would 
like to return with husband Bill and 
daughter Chelsea. Chelsea, she said, 
had fallen in love" with the west of 
Ireland and its people. The golf would 
be a magical attraction for Bill and she 
herself was overcome by the welcome 
of the people.

Anti-Nato protestors were kept well 
away from the First Lady who had 
travelled by motorcade from her 
overnight stay at Glcnlo Abbey hotel, 
Bushypark to the university.

The protest was organised by the 
Galway-based ’No to War Campaign' 
and the Socialist Workers Party but was 
kept some 500 yards aw;ay from the 
First Lady.

However, anti-war chants, including 
"Stop the Bombing" and "No 
Welcome for Hillary Clinton", could be 
heard in the distance as the motorcade 
arrived.
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Actually, by the time Hillary left the 
City of the Tribes, she had also taken
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And as you can see, she was very happy 
to get out of the House.

HILLARY Rodham Clinton was out on 

her own yesterday.

Her husband Bill may still be Leader of 
the Free World, but yesterday, Mrs
Clinton captured an entire city. First she 
takes Galway, then she takes Manhattan 
... she should be in the Senate in no 
time.
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In the parlance of the Flood Tribunal, 
all the signs were that Hillary was "on 
a frolic", and doing very nicely, thank
you. This soil of thing could give a First 
Lady ideas.
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Kadiant and confident US First Lady 
Hillary Clinton pictured in Galway 

yesterday w here she received an Honorary 
Doctorate from the National University of 

Ireland

First Lady shines 
as plaudits, and 
rain, pour down
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Wherever the unaccompanied Hillary 
goes these days, she is chapeioned by 
an unstated empathy from the people 
who watch and listen to her.
Speculation and unasked questions are 
permanent companions. When she 
speaks, everyone searches between the 
lines for signals.

Tn Galway University, the City Fathers 
honoured Hillary Clinton as First Lady 
of the United Stal es.

But the academics, while 
acknowledging her official position in 
America, seemed more concerned with 
Hillary Clinton "the remarkable and 
worthy" intellectual, lawyer, champion 
of women and children's rights, and a 
“great natural resource".

Then there was the way she looked. 
Strained and tired, said some. Radiant 
and confident, said others. More signals 
and signs there, and plenty of 
opportunities to scrutinise and 
empathise. Some even thought she 
dropped hints about her intention of 
running for the US Senate.

Mrs Clinton, having overnighted in 
Glenlo Abbey, first met a number of 
students and lecturers in the freshly 
painted Aula Maxima Hall.

Assembled guests were marched in and 
told to stand in line and wait, then the 
First Lady was ushered inside and 
walked along the receiving line like a 
President at a rugby international.

Arranged on a set of steps at the top of

AMERICAN EMBASSY DUBLIN

two calfskin vellum scrolls, another 
Honorary Doctorate to add to her 
swelling collection, sundry pieces of 
bog oak, one engraved crystal platter 
and a special sculpture called Twin
Spires. From the distance, it looked like 
a genetically-modified cow with about 
eight legs.

At this rate, the Clintons must have 
amassed enough parchment from Irish 
cities to wallpaper the Oval Office 
corridor and enough oak io soundproof
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the hall were the photographers, who 
were told not to step out of line and not 
to bump into the piano. They couldn't 
see very much, until Hillary finally 
walked towards them, looking up and 
into a stained glass window.

The photographers lurched forward, but 
not quickly enough for a rnan from the 
White House, who whipped a blue 
nylon rope out of his briefcase, chucked 
it to a man on the other side, then pulled 
it taut in front of them, lie could have 
been lassooing a steer.

A taxi-driver told us he knew one of the 
waitresses w-orking at the event, and she 
had been told not to wear black tights or 
a skirt above the knee. "Would have 
been the other w-ay around for Bill!" he 
chuckled.

I he rain belted down before the
procession from the Quadrangle to the 
Conferring Hall. The band of the
Western Command sheltered under a 
chestnut tree and played a Spanish
Gypsy dance. But they couldn't drown 
out the noise from the protesters down 
the way, reminding us how wonderful it 
is to live in a democracy,

Then somebody started playing the 
bagpipes. But you could still hear the 
protesters. Luckily, the rain stopped just 
in time for the procession, which moved 
through the college grounds at a snail's
pace. Members of the university and the 
city council processed gravely in their 
colourful robes behind the city sword 
and mace.

The VIPs walked in a small group some 
distance behind, and behind them, 
looking distinctly undonnish, walked 
the Secret Service. A man and a
woman, both with earpieces, chewing 
gum and in black teacher's gowns.

Inside, seasoned Hillary watchers, 
people who claimed to have met her on 
lots of occasions, said that she wasn't 
travelling with such a large entourage 
yesterday. That she wasn't as perfectly 
prepared for the occasion as she would 
be normally. For example, w’here was 
the man who goes everywhere with her 
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carrying the box containing The
Speech?

Perhaps that may be why she didn't 
receive a standing ovation at the end of 
the two ceremonies. Bertie Ahern's 
partner Celia Larkin, who was seated in 
the front row, made an attempt to rise to 
her feet as the final applause began, but 
they remained rooted to their seats 
around her, so she sat down again.

Celia attended officially as the 
"representative from the Taoiseach's 
constituency office", which would have 
been very handy for anyone from
Dublin Central who happened to find 
themselves around campus yesterday. 
They could have asked her to request 
the boss to make representations for
them.
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voung people. First Lady Hill­
ary Rodham Clinton said

Clinton said tha< avwything 
' society does pales in compari

gie solution; we re well aware 
of that” she said at a confer-
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son to keeping children safe 
•There may be no easy 

answers, there may be no sin-

Thursday.
Citing last month’s school 

shootings in Uttleton. Goto..

ence called ' Hearing Chil­
dren’s Voices” in London 
"But we have a responsibility 
to listen to young people to 
change attitudes and to offer 

a helping hand." 
After the conference. Clin­

ton and her British counter- ' 
part. Cherie Blair, met with a 
family of three generations , 

who had fled Kosovo 
Later. Clinton flew to Italy 
She is en route to Mace­

donia. where she is to tour 
camps of refugees from Kos 

ovo.

BRITAIN

Tune in to kids, 
Mrs. Clinton urges

LONDON—Modern society 
has come a long way In car­
ing for children, but it must 
do a better Job of llslening to
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conunltment to tlie peace 
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Centre - and Jiiititier 800 QiDiopti presence al the 
who joined by video . nk coitlerencc had r aiseri the 
Irani Craigavon, Derry and lJloWe 0( wonun’s 
(’avari - I hat peace was pariicipat.oniiideruocracv. 
abcul taking risks, making ,yrs 1; jfcncn left lhe
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• MESSAGE OF HOPE... Mrs Cllolor clearly enjcyirg hsrsell at the Vital Voices women’s conference yesterday 
Picture: Hugh Russ
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Mrs Clinton pledged 
■tieerica's continued 
support tor the peace 
process.

"We w* staid w»h you We 
will stand with ail who take 
risks for peace.

•We will stand with al. who 
are interested bi bulldbig 
opportunities and accepting 
responsibil.ty lor the kiture.’ 

Among tie guests M the 
“ 1 event,

sponsored by the Nortlwrii 
Ireland WAmtary Trust, were 
SDI.P leader Jolm Hume, Ids 
wile Pat and Belfast lx»rcl 
Mayor David Alderrlkt 

first Minister David 
Trlr.iUe praised Mrs dliiloo 
and the ViUd Voices project 
fc< heljwnj provide 
resources arid partnerships 
to further the rrdeol women 

He Mij the “courage and 
conunllnieut" 0! Northern 
kish women had done much 
to maintali the fabric of 
cMc society through the 
many dark days of the as! 30 
years’.

SIX.P assembly member

about faking risks, making 
r:oi.ipro»iises and moving COnlerer,c- before lunch to 
forward. fly to London, where last

She praised ptiticisr.s st,e nlrt Kosovar.
Davii Tr mble and Seamus refugees with Ciierie Blair 
Mallon, who both spoke at w;[e 0| Britain’s prime 
the event, and Secretary of uiinister:
State Mo Mowlam, wtm sent • President's prize: A3; 
her apologies for not

HILLARY Clinton spoke mil
yesterday against the killers 
of Lurgan solla'or Rosemary
Ncisoc

The US Best, lady said the
murder was an attack no! 
just on an individual but ou
the rule of law and the peace
process ilsdf.

S(:eakiitg in Bellas’, at the
Vila! Voices conference
prorcotii ig the rote of women
in de.uoctaey, she said the
iiuinlercrs must mt L.
allowed to succeed in their
bld to detail the peace
process. They must be
brought tn justice, she said.

"Ker murder ir.ust lie tlie
linal rebuke for all who
would try to destroy (be
peace process,” she said

Mrs Clitiloit, a la’vyei
hersidl, matte tlie speech the
i.ay alter Ulster Unionist
security spokesman Ken
Magimils stood by
cor.truwrsial comments
alteg-ng that Rosemary
Nelson was “at worst,
sympathetic'’ Io the IRA.

Mrs Olntai -.old WH ______
deiejmies in It* Spires B;jj " Mrs
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B*BV fMM: Cherie Biair asks Kosovo re/ugee Dyana Rohnj about the teeth of her sixmonlbold daughter Vmeta, as Hillary Ciinion looks on. during a uisrt by three generations cf Ou
Roba) family to IO Downing Street. Earlier, Mrs Blair and Mrs Clinton atlenderi a legal conference in London at which they issued a rallying adlfbr the rights of children around die tnorid
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epitomise
our very best ®:W

THE two latest recipients of the
ITesident’s Prize epitomise all that 
is good in our at times bitterly di-

-

nun who works with people on 
both sides »f the peace-lire in

•opoll held by the two newspapers in 19£'3, 
Nowadays the task of reconciliation Is not <o

nevz society in which people can participat e 
and prosper regardless o( tradition or
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nearly as daunting as It was In the worst, 
days of the troubles, but It remains an es­
sential requirement, for the creation of a

5

HONOUR: Hlliary Clinton with Prasldsnl s Prlas winnera Nor&tn Christian and Alistair Kilgore, Irish 
News editor Noel Doran, loft, end News Letter editor Geoff Martin, right PKfurt: Bob Hasten

J

Mrs Clinton after the Vital 
Voiws conference In the Spires 
Centre, are Noreen Christian 
and Alistair Kilgore.

Founder-number of Cor­
nerstone Community, Noreen 
Christian is a Roman Catholic

—i

TJ

s

Cn

creed.
Those who, at grassroots level, liave ded­

icated themselves during the darkest days 
to imp roving the quality of life tn their own 
communities and across the divide, suc­
ceeded In laying the foundations on which 
the peace process was built..

Ncweii Christian and Alastair Kilgore are 
outstanding examples cf how ordinary peo­
ple can change things for the better We i:, 
should all be prou<l of them, and all oth- p •= 

■ i ers like them

west B elfast. Sb» is active w.th 
the Forthspring Initiative 
which brings Roman Catholics

and Protestants together at the 
Methodist cfcurcH on the 
Springfield Road

After taking early retire­
ment from Ashfield Roys See- 
ondarv School In Belfast in 
1997, Alistair Kilgore took up 
the post of Deputy Director of 
the crass-cammunity Cor- 
rymeete Centre in Ballycastle, 
where he has been a volunteer 
for the past 25 years.

working In Africa, a continent where prob­
lems of poverty, pestilence anti war make 
our own difficulties seem miniscule In 
comparison. Perheps that Is why they re­
turned determined to help heal divisions 
in a country which in other ways has so 
much geing for it.

The award was estab Jslied by the News 
Leiter and Irish News following the peace
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yesterday joined with the ed­
itors of the News teller and 
Irish News to honour the two 
latest recipients of the Presi­
dent's Prize

The prize is a project s*.t up 
by both newspapers during 
President (lintcn’s first visit to 
Belfast in 19S5 Io promote 
closer conununily relations.

The two winners, who met 
I

Prtfurt.- Bob Hs^Uton

Champions of peace honoured
US First Lady Hillary Clinton

tided society.
Former Dominican nun Noreeu Christ­

ian and Corrymeela Ccinniur.ity officer 
Alastair KLgore hail from very different 
baokgrounds but the work they do is mo­
tivated by the same passionate desire to 
build bridges of reconciliation. 

Coincidentally, both have experience ci : ■
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tai Voices conterenre was warmly retmuisccnt of the praise heaped

■f •l.r,

make peace realm their lives.'’
She stud that, the work of Vi­

tal Voices was part of a global 
democracy niovciucnl that, wax 
giving women the opportunity 
to shape their own destinies.

Before an audience that in­
cluded First Minister David 
Trimble. Deputy First Minister 
Seamus Mallon and SDI.P 
leader John Hurne, the First 
lAidy said she knew how hard 
they were working to bring 
the institutions of the fledgling

H.Hary

Assembly to life.
The eouferenoe. which took 

place at the headquarters of 
the Preabytcnaa Church in 
Fisherwick Place, included a 
video link-up to women in­
volved in tbe Vital Voices pro­
ject in Craigavon, Londonderry 
and Cavan.

In his speech. Mr Trimble 
told Mrs Clinton that his hope 
was that when they met again, 
the Assembly would be up and 
running.

| AMERICA’S First lady Hillary 
Clintou chose a conference on 
the empowerment of women to 
launch a blistering attack on 
the mar driers of Lurgan so­
licitor Rosemary Nelson.

Speaking before 400 women 
and a sprinkling of men at the 
Vital Voices conference in cen­
tral Belfast yesterday, she said 
that the murder was an attack 
on the rule of law and a blatant 
attempt to derail the peace 
process.

' It is important that her 
killers must not be allowed to 
succeed - they must be 
brought to justice.’ she said.

Mrs Cimton. who praised 
the ettorte of Northern Ire 
land's political icuacxs to ee 
mem the peace process, said 
that the people involved in 
the Vital Voices project showed 
that the forces for justice and 
empowerment were stronger 
than ever.

"Vital voices is port of a larg­
er effort that I have been priv­
ileged to view..the way that 

people have pulled together to

IP-'
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■J

 . . ,s , -- ----------- , "Th d voice is absolutely wou-
UTV personality to grab the at- dertul. We hope we can borrow 
leutioos of a top Amerii an Pairu l.i and her skills again." she

Clinton 
qef^ .4 
Wc/rni 
H.'/rasr 
wv/comv

r
the NATO bombing of Serbia. 

Barbara Muldoon, of the So­
cialist Workers’ Party and the 
No to War Campaign is an ar­
dent feminist, who believes in 
the promotion of women's 
rights

She said- '1 appreciat 
sincere attempts of people in 
Northern Ireland in the search 
for peace. But there is very lit 
tie sincerity about a woman, 
who comes over talking about 
peace but is part of an admin­
istration thul has lulled inno­
cent- Serb civilians.

.. Lb
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Htr First TjU1v thanked the met Mrs Clin tun very briefly he- 

blushlng presenter lot doing the Lorehand, it was a very nice £es- 
“ninv? funl lAJe-iri '4«ib-a •’
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Referring to the delay in the 
move to a Northern Ireland ex. 
ecuttve, he said 'It is a deep 
source of frustration not to be 
able to get on with the job. I'm 
determined that we will soon­
er rather than later achieve de- 
volution as a means to 
empower the whole of the com­
munity.-

Taking up the theme of the 
deadlock in the political 
process. Mr Mallon said that 
was important to move to a
politics that goes beyond fac­
tionalism towards inclusion 

"We must remember that 
the peace process doesn't be- 

. long to a small group of polit 
leal leaders or Governments, it 
belongs to the massive ma­
jorities that, voted lor it in the 
island of Ireland, north and 
south.”

Betore leaving. Mrs Clinton- 
said: "I look forward to morr- 
opportunities to return and 
also to host and welcome vou 
to the United States ”

Outside, meanwhile, a small
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leutioos of a. top American. • Pamela and her skills again."
For the TV presenter s bnivu- gushed, 

ra performance m linkm^ the\Ti Her words ot approval 
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J HILLARY CLINTON'S visit to Belfast on Thursday to 
address the Vital Voices conference revealed another 
force in Northern Ireland politics which is growing in 
potency and is not yet being sufficiently recognised.

The womens' movemem’has its well know n champions 
in politics like Monica McWilliams but its influence goes 
much deeper. In many ways, women have been the 
secret weapon of the peace process.

Amongst women there is 
belief in peace

^■REA
.MORTGAGES & 
MANSIONS

i 
r

Partly this wa> because of an historical dependence on 
the ruling party, which equally let down the Protestant 
working class. There was too, something of a religious 
basis Community was something which came more 
easily out of The Catholic tradition; Protestantism tended 
to stand for persona! responsibility. Individualism and 
self reliance One was warm .'nd wooly and imprecise 
about relationships, the other clear and sharp and 
unambiguous. Wiatcver about that, community 
development is now taking place in piotestant areas too 
and is the stuff which sustains the smaller loyalist parties

It took root first in the nationalist communities partly to 
compensate for the services which government agencies 
were withholding or providing on an unsatisfactory 
basis, partly as an expression of solidarity, and partly as 
a means of building self confidence and leadership 
among communities which were demoralised, 
disadvantaged or dissolutio.ied.

It was mothers who intervened to prevent their sons 
dying, who blunted the edge of the hunger strike as a 
weapon of protest. It was women too who suffered while 
their husbands and sons were killed or imprisoned who 
decided that enough was enough and began to exert the 
sort of pressure in the areas in which the paramilitaries 
were based which pushed them, on both sides, towards a 
peaceful resolution of political problems.

The result has been the growth of a community 
sub-structure of great strength and tenacity which 
underpins political activity in the north. Interestingly 
enough, the movement was much slower to take off in 
Protestant areas.

It was women too who were concerned about the bread 
and butter issues, about health and housing and social 
disadvantage, about training and jobs for their kids and a 
chance for themselves to escape from the traps which 
gender, family, and a male dominated culture had placed 
them in. The womens movement in Northern Ireland is 
more strongly characterised by these pragmatic issues 
than by feminist theology. They have come from 
community groups and from community development 
rather than from any theoretical position and they have 
found their voice. In the evidence of the Vital Voices 
conference it is an increasingly confident and assertive 
one, and one that must certainly be a force in politics 
before long, particularly at a local level. Community 
development in Northern Ireland was a creature of the 
troubles

Independent
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Women like Monica McWiiliam, Pearl Sagar. May 
Blood and Geraldine O Rcgan, Geraldine McAieer and 
Broa I lynes, are the surest guarantee that the society will 
not go into reverse that peace in the end will prevail.

< 
9

T1 IE CONTINUED sectarian attacks on Catholic houses 
and workplaces is a worry On the other hand, the 
discussions David Trimble is engaged in with the 
Carvaghy Road residents gives some hope of relief, if 
not yet of an ending of the dreary Drutncree saga So too 
docs the withdraw a! of pickets from I larryville Church 
ar.d the decision of the Orange Order more widely not to 
congregate at Druincrec this year, and the likelihood that 
the Ulster Unionist Party will shortly break its formal 
links with the Orange Order Meantime, the parties edge 
closely together without actively touching. Of all the 

It was revealed at the conference that over 1,000 grants 
had been made to woman's group which had moved 
them from lea and social"chrs to grappling with social 
and economic issues, to personal development and 
leadership, to courses in entrepreneurship and local 
development, to training and tourism and computers and 
further education. One got the sense of an army on the 
move which would soon begin to make an electoral 
impact, not necessarily in a single party, but through all 
the political parties (apart perhaps from the more 
chauvinistic elements on the unionist right). George 
Mitchell in his account of pc ice making i.i Northern 
Ireland paid tribute to the small women’s representation 
which had gained entry to the forum through a slightly 
skewed electoral process. They did however perform a 
function out of all proportion to their representational 
strength in mediating between the parties, in softening 
the edge of conflict, and in general pushing the 
traditional parties away from romanticism and ideology 
to the practicalities of daily life

One has to think too that had it been left to these women 
the business might well have been finished by now. As it 
is, it is slower than most of the public clearly would 
prefer. Both unionists and republicans seem to have 
frozen on the last hurdle. Everyone accepts that the 
outcome is tantalisingly close b.it repub'icans seem 
incapable of making the final gesture or saying the 
necessary words which will reassure unionists and 
unionists arc unable to move w illrout a clear and visible 
sign that arms are being pui out of use, which the others 
seem increasingly incapable of making. At least however 
the atmosphere has improved and the body language. 
While there is disappointment and dismay at ihe failure 
to complete the agreement there is no sense that this will 
not happen eventually. The general feeling is of a system 
which might stall but which is irreversible. The public 
cannot only not stomach, it cannot imagine a return to 
war. The fact that unionists and Sinn Fem are talking is 
seen as a plus, that they arc not slanging each other tn 
public and speak of each other w ith due restraint

and provides their base tn the community , if not their 
electoral support. A recent survey intended to find out 
why there was a disparity in grants from European Peace 
and Reconciliation funds in Catholic and Protestant areas 
found that it was directly related to the number of 
applications and to activity. Community development 
(and the capacity to apply for and to use grants) was 
much more advanced in nationalist areas.

Whatever else has emerged, there is rhe growing 
involvement of women in community activities. This 
was a slow development at first, but is gaining 
momentum as women gain confidence. Many of the 
early beginnings were supported by charities like the 
Ireland Fund but recently dispcrscnient of non-charitable 
money by the international fund for Ireland and the 
European Union Programme for Peace and
Reconciliation have made a major impact.
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false dogmas in Northern Ireland, the doctrine of unright 
time is the most pernicious.

Hillsborough was right for unionists, but republicans 
were not ready. Now republicans want a settlement but 
unionists want to wait until alter the European elections. 
Then there will be Drumcree. then the marching season, 
and then and then and then. Meantime, there are 
problems in the health service, social and economic 
problems which ate crying out for the attention of a 
locally based administration. The women's movement 
could teach them a thing or too about getting on with it.
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When First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton visits refu­
gee camps in Macedonia 
tomorrow, her official mis­
sion will be to convey a mes 
sage of compassion from her 
husband and all Americans 
to the displaced Kosovars.

But Mrs Clinton, who has 
been waiting weeks for the 
right moment to visit the 
Balkan refugees, will also be 
delivering her own messages 
of hope and encouragement 
based on recent meetings 
with more than a dozen 
h pa da of US aid foundations 
to discuss ways to provide 
relief to Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanians.

President Bill Clinton said 
his wife's mission would be 
“to clarify our compassion 
and concern for the predomi­
nantly Moslem Kosovar 
Albanians who've been 
driven from their homes and 
seen their loved ones mur­
dered”.

Mr Clinton recently visited 
ref-igves in Ormany 

Aides to Mrs Clinton said 
the First Lady had been 
eager to visit the refugees 
but had been looking for the 
right moment to do so. Many 
US celebrities and pohticians 
have paid high-profile visits 
to the refugee camps in 
recent weeks

Her visit will also serve as 
a sign that Mr Clinton 
remanis unswervingly com­
mitted to continuing the air 
war until Slobodan Milos­
evic, the Yugoslav president, 
agrees to Nato's demands. 

Mrs Clinton's visit comes 
at a time when speculation 
alx»ut her political arabitums 
continues to run high She 
has yet to decide if she will 
be a candidate for the US 
Senate, representing New 
York.

But her high octane travel 
schedule. which has 
included numerous speaking 
engagements m that state, 
has fuelled the notion that 
she is seriously considering 

running
Some analysts have 

suggested that the Kosovo 
situation may present diffi­
culties for the First Lady, 
because it could appear inap­
propriate for her to enter a 
full-blown political campaign 
effort while the nation is at 
war

If she were to launch a 

be battling the "carpet bag 
ger" label, since she halls 
not from New York but from 
Dlinois

Recent opinion polls sug­
gest Mrs Clinton's earlier 
lead ovar her opponents has 
essentially evaporated

Mrs Clinton plan* to stop 
tn London before heading to 
Macedonia.
• Tony Blair, the prime 
minister, is expected to 
pledge his support next week 
for Bulgaria to make an 
early start in negotiations to 
join the European Union 
matching a similar promise 
made to Romania

He will visit Albania and 
Bulgaria to review the refu­
gee situation and meet politi­
cal leaders.

A government official said 
the prime minister been 
impressed by the great 
strides the Bulgarian govern 
ment had made to reform iU 
political and economic Instl 
tutions. and the solidarity it 
has shown with Nato.



fundamental commitment that is shared not only by those in the U.S. 
committed to this effort but our allies as well.''
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There are also signs of growing tensions in the overcrowded tent city. On 
Monday, refugees staged a mass protest complaining about poor conditions and 
alleged harassment by Macedonian police officers.

President Clinton has said his wife's mission is "to clarify our 
compassion and concern for the predominantly Muslim Kosovar Albanians who've 
been driven out of their homes.1'

Mrs. Clinton flew here after visiting Belfast, Northern Ireland, and 
London, where she addressed a children's rights conference.

Mrs. Clinton will return to Washington from Macedonia.
Albana Pireva, 18, said the trip "shows she cares and wants to know about 

the way we live.''
"We are glad she's coming to visit,1' said Milihate Pronaj,

expecting her to tell us something new, something for our future.

PM-Macedonia Hillary Clinton, 1st Ld-Writethru, a0525,0469
First lady arrives Macedonia to tour refugee camps
Eds: LEADS thruout to UPDATE with Clinton arriving in camps, color, quotes. 

No pickup.
With PM-Yugoslavia-Kosovo, Bjt
AP Photos planned
By MELISSA EDDY= Associated Press Writer=

SKOPJE Macedonia (AP) First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton toured 
a refugee camp today housing thousands of ethnic Albanians and met with 
Macedonian leaders trying to cope with the difficulties created by the Kosovo 
crisis.

Hundreds of refugee children, smiling and waving, crowded the fence at the 
Stenkovec I camp as the first lady entered the tent city, accompanied by U.S. 
Ambassador Christopher Hill and his wife.

One 11-year-old boy, Fatos Rexhep, walked up to her and presented her with 
a UNICEF cap. Later, the boy told reporters he had been at the camp for two 
weeks after Serb police drove his family from Kosovo, telling his father they 
would kill his children if they did not leave.

The boy said his father died of a heart attack en route to safety in 
Macedonia.

In remarks to aid workers, Mrs. Clinton told them that the United States 
would not abandon its efforts to get the refugees home.

NATO launched airstrikes on Yugoslavia March 24 to force Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic to accept a peace plan for Kosovo, a province in 
southern Yugoslavia.

The alliance is demanding not only a total withdrawal of Milosevic's 
forces from Kosovo and the return of refugees but the deployment of an 
international peacekeeping force, a big sticking point in diplomatic 
negotiations that include Russia.

"I want to send a message to the refugees that we do not intend to let 
the evil which Milosevic perpetrated against these people keep them away from 
their homeland and their homes,'' Mrs. Clinton said. "That is a very basic, 

who are
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■ First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton shakes hands with U.S. officers 
from lhe NATO forces deployed in Macedonia today upon her arrival 
at Skopie Airport. She is expected to visit the Slenkovec camp to see 
firsthand the challenges facing Macedonia, which currently has 
more than 230,000 refugees in nine overcrowded camps. More on 
the Balkans in Nation/World, 10A.
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062MAY14 UNCLAS 2M FYROM: Hillary Clinton Arrives in Skopje, Heads to
Refugee Camp AU1405084199 Paris AFP (North European Service) in English 0834 
GMT 14 May 99

[FBIS Transcribed Text] SKOPJE, May 14 (AFP) -- US First Lady Hillary 
Clinton arrived in Macedonia Friday for a one-day visit during which she will 
meet with Kosovo Albanian refugees at the Brazda refugee camp, also known as 
Stenkovec One, officials said.

Clinton, arriving in the morning from Naples where she made a brief 
stopover Thursday evening, was greeted at Skopje airport by the wife of 
President Kiro Gligorov, Nada, and Deputy Foreign Minister Boris Trazhkovski.

She was expected to go directly to the Brazda camp before meeting with 
Macedonian leaders.

The tent city, erected by British NATO troops around a small airport just 
north of Skopje, now hosts 18,700 refugees, according to an estimate Thursday 
from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UNHCR).

The First Lady will then go to the residence of US ambassador Christopher 
Hill to meet Macedonian relief organizations and Prime Minister Ljubco 
Georgievski.

She will also meet with President Kiro Gligorov at his residence, before 
returning to Washington.

"The purpose of Mrs Clinton's visit is to express appreciation and strong 
support for Macedonia and its efforts to provide for the hundreds of thousands 
of Kosovar refugees here," the US embassy in Skopje said Thursday.

Separately, President Bill Clinton, in a telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister Ljubco Georgievski on Thursday, promised to work for an increase in 
US aid for Macedonia, Georgievski's office said.

Clinton voiced support for Macedonia's work to shelter Kosovo refugees and 
said he would shortly propose a bill to Congress to boost the aid level.

The United States will do "everything it can for Macedonia to gain 
financial support," he was quoted as saying.

Macedonia has criticised NATO and EU nations for not doing more to help it 
cope with the sudden influx of Kosovo Albanian refugees that followed the 
March 24 start of NATO air strikes on Yugoslavia.

The economy of this landlocked former Yugoslav republic of 2.2 million has 
been crippled by the Kosovo conflict, and there are fears its delicate ethnic 
mix of Macedonians, Albanians, Serbs, Bulgarians, Greeks and others will be 
upset if the refugees stay too long.

[Description of Source: AFP (North European Service): North European 
Service of the independent French press agency Agence France-Presse]
THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. COPYING AND DISSEMINATION IS 
PROHIBITED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT

OWNERS.) 14 MAY 0842z FBIS NNNN
filed by:FBIS(--)
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MACEDONIA

First Lady 
Pays Visit
To a Camp

By DAVID ROHDE 

SKOPJE, Riotaa. Miy 
l< - Hillary Rixaiair. CUilon 
s»en throuah Macedonu to- 
day on a war. that ttisiraied 
Waahmsiona cor.tmurag 
nroule to balance the diverse 
strands of its Kosovo policy

In a refugee camp appear­
ance so carefully scripted mat 
Admrnistratim otliclals chose 
S-Ilich reftlsees Mrs Clinton 
would speak with, she com­
miserated with Kosovo's ex­
palled masses Alter hearing 
refugees' arcoums of their 
flight from Kosovo, she said 
their plight reminded her of 
movie depictions of lhe Hol e 
causl like “Schindler's UM." 

'"*e do not intend to let the 
evil Milosevic has perpetrated 
against these people keep 
them away from their home­
land and homes." Mrs. Clinton 
said

While expressing sympathy 
lor the refugees, however, 
Mrs. Clinton went out of her 
way to avoid offending Mace­
donian sensloilitles. 

Ethnic Macedonians, who 
make up two-thirds ol lhe pop­
ulation. generally oppose 
NATO's bombing. They also 
tear that if ethnic Albanians - 
Who made up otie-thlrd of 
Macedonia's population belore 
lhe crisis — continue to pour la 
from Kosovo, Macedonians 
will be reduced to a minority 
In their own country 

So although Mrs Clinton 
spent the morning addressing 
refugee sirftenng, she spent 
the rest of the day trying to 
delu.se anu-Amencan semi- 
men: and u bolster Macedo­
nia's fragile coalition Govern­
ment. a mix of Macedonian 
and Albanian parties 

"It's important for people tn 
my country and elsewhere to 
put themselves in the position 
of the refugees. " site said, 
"but also In lhe posiuon of the 
Macedonian people, who have 
retpunded as they nave in the 
last weeks I m very grateful 
to them as well.” 

But lhe essential issue re­
mains When the roughlv 
200.000 refugees here migM 
return to Kosovo 

"We are trying very hard to 
permit you to return to vour 
homes in safety. ' Mrs Clinton 
said "That s what mv hus­
band. the tinned Slates Gov. 
emment and the NATO a-tles 
are trying to accomplish. •
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First Lady Brings Publicity, Aid to Macedonia
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die cliorts they have made. K has

■

wsild penxmallv call designer Liar
Odborae to perwade her to in- HMUry Rodham Clinton strolls with child™ durtof a Hsft to a rotofw camp 5 

ovasc her orders from Muctdunia. In Macedonia. Clinton also listened to the accounts of refugee famines.

uic riujrui UK)1 lutvv niauc. it imS
Ix-cn an incredible burden <>n Mace-

Sir also pranked a Maccdunian 
clothing mxrifailurrr that <he

m mmuto s reuRera one nw wim frutul^ or fanifr the m in ■

And she fioudird the irritated 

g<atrameirt at Macedonia, which 
hasjtaken in die refugees only reluc- 

tanfly and at tlic price of more 
kirdign aid. CEnlon today added
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AJU'T IKT l<UIip IUUI, V.IIIIHM1 IIKU 
wilh l*rimc Minister I jutxu Gcor- 
gievski. parhamentary (tresidcnl Sa­
ve Klimovriri and kx'j aid officials, 

and her message amid nut have 
been more straightfar* ard. *1 want 
to clearly express our appreciation 
to the government of Macedonia for f<;

another $2 million to the pot—the 
first installment of a $21 million 
reallocation of funds for Macedonia. 

The first bdy met with four 
refugee families and heard the talcs 
of devastation and despair that are 
commonplace here.

One mother luid not ^een her 
three youngest chUren since March
31, when Serbian jxilicc pushed 

them aside in tlx* crowded train 

station in Pritina, Kumovo’r capital 
Another woman had «r son in-law 
killed in a massacre in the village at 
R.icak in January; another is still 
inside Kosovo.

Clinton seemed rru affected by 
tales from refugees who arrived at 
the Macedonian border aboard 
jammed, hot trains, carrying what 
lew pu$$C9>Mins they cuuld manage 

Think about tfiose trains,” she
There are 233,000 Kosovo refu 

gees in Macedixna, according to the 
U.N. refugee agency, and ufficitls 
here hare expressed reluctance to 
lake them in fur fear of upsetting the

camps.
Ai tor her camp tour, Clinton met

Annt Swamdsom 
FaditngtDn Prut Porr.ign Service

said. '1 don’t know how many of you 
saw |the films] ‘Schindler's List’ ur 
■Sophie’s Choice,’ Think about what

against Yugodaria on March 24. 
"Wp arc frying to do everything 
pusbible to make these lives and 
stories real not to let them fade into 
Lhckd(ground,"aheMjd.

F* ’ j
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Before the Kosovo criris, ethnic 
loading them into trains- at the end Albanians accounted for 22 percent
of this violent century that we of Macedonia’s 2 nullton people; (lie

inflow of refugee- has increased the 
pnjportXMi to one-dnrd. A majority 
of Kosovo's refugees here live with

should haw teamed something
from.”

Even as Omtuu toured the camp, 
a few refugees were entering Mace­
donia from Kotuvo. For 10 days, 
almost no one has crossed the fron­
tier—initially because Macedonian 
border guards were Mocking refu- 
jp-m, then because Serbian authori­
ties were not aluwing them to leare. 

Today, 36 people came here, in 
eluding Arlan Misini, 26, from the 
town of UruHCvac. There, he said, 
some 1,500 people were trying to 
have. "The food situation is very 
IM’hesud.

n C'i
A.

i
BRAZDA. Macedonia, Mav 14— 

Firat lady HilUy Rodham dinton, 

thrfirM high ranking American to 
visit here since the Kosovo cnsis 
txgkn. brought two messages to 
Macedonia today.

Touring a refugee camp at 1ft,(MX) 
people, CHnton urged Americans 
nut, to become "immune" to the 
plight of more than 740,000 Kosovo 
Albanians expeflrd from their home- 
land store NATO began its air war 

__ kl__ L oj
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Hugged and klswl by refugees

crainped. smelly camps, eating 

Id rations and standing In line

growing in recent days.
About 4.000 refugees staged a

Macedonia and Albania to show 
solidarity with the refugees and

i Albanians for transfer from the 
camps to their countries. Most. 
Albanians are Muslims Girls'
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lary forces Many of the refugees 
have lived for nearly two months 
in cramped, smelly camp^, eating 
cold rations and standing in line 

for staples.
"These people all want to go 

home They all want to live In 
peace and security." she said after 
touring a roped-off comer of the 

sprawling camp.
Tension in the campe has been»

I

I

’risx'S'S 

ment by Macedonian police, who 

have taken over security responsi­
bility from NATO troops. The 
police, mainly Slavs, have shown 
scant compassion for the ethnic 
Albanians, apparently out of con­
cern they could upeet ttv delicate 
ethnic balance in Macedonia.

Refugees allege that some coun­
tries. such as France, select 
mainly Roman Catholic ethnic

during her 35 minute tour, she 
said: "I want to send a message to 
the refugees that we do not intend 
to let the evil which Milosevic 
perpetrated against these people 
keep them away thorn their home- 
lanfl and their homes.''

But she had no answer to voices'

■si
BALKANS

Milosevic’s ‘evil’ won’t?
prevail, Mrs. Clinton
tells Kosovo refugees

Milosevic's military and paramill-
By bit Schmelzer 
TraiTW Foeccs Coanssraraciff 

STANKOVIC 1 Macedonia-- 
Hillan Rodham Clinton told Kos­
ovar refugees at this massive 
camp Friday that America would 
not allow the '•evil" leadership in 
Belgrade to prevent their eventual 

return home.
While the first lady almost 

crawled Into the small tents to 
talk to refugees, eight NATO jets 
returning from missions In Yugo­
slavia left vapor trails in the sky 
above her-a grim reminder that 
the war was only ■ few miles 
away acroas the border in Kosovo. 

Under a merciless sun. Clinton 
tried to lift the spirits of the thou­
sands of Kosovars who have fled 
from Yugoslav President Slobodan

fG
i

the two small Balkan nations 
bearing the brunt of the Kosovo 
crisis.

All of them have promised to 
help these countries carry the 
financial burden imposed by a 
war that cut off landlocked Mace­
donia's main exports and road 
routes through Yugoslavia. The 
government in Macedonia wants 
NATO membership and foreign 
debt relief in return for being host 
to the refugees

Meanwhile, hundreds of refugee 
children, waving and shouting 
"NATO! NATO!" crowded the area 
reserved for Clinton's visit Tie)' 
bad waited for two hours In 
scorching beat for America's first 
lady, who later expressed U.S. 
sympathy with a nation where 
refugees now constitute one-tenth 
of the population.

After she left the camp, many of 
the children stripped down and 
jumped into a murky brook that 
runs along the back fence to cool 
off.

Earlier in the day. Fatos Rex 
bep, 11. rushed up to Clinton and 
gave her his UNICEF baseball 
cap One of her aides quickly car­
ried it to the official limousine. 

The boy said his father had died 
of a heart attack during the fam 
Uy's escape from Kosovo. He said 
Serb police had told his parents 
they would shoot the children if 
the family didn’t leave.

A woman. Fetie Proaj, com­
plained she hadn't seen her three 
children and husband for three 
weeks "You will be with your 
family very soon," Clinton told 

After leaving the Stankovic 
camp, Clinton visited a 16th Cen. 
tury Orthodox Church and exam­
ined its frescoes and icons before 
meeting with local Macedonian 
aid agencies, the first people to 
help the refugees at the beginning 
of the crisis.

She arrived in Macedonia on a 
U.S. Air Force C-130 Hercules 
transport plane escorted by an 

Army helicopter.
Before she departed for Wash­

ington on Friday afternoon, one of 
the refugees summed up the taste 
of disappointment she left behind: 

"We expected her to tell us 
something new, something for our 
future,'' Albana Plreva. 18. said.

Aiuanians aie -----
have complained that self-styled 
Muslim "orderlies" among the ref­
ugees force them to wear long 
sleeves instead of sleeveless 

blouses in ih? heat
But as Clinton drove to the 

camp on Friday during her one- 
day visit to Macedonia, police 
checkpoints on road to the 
camp *-ere unmanned for the first 

time in two months

asking- "When can we go^backr * 

series of prominent visitors here, 
among them British Prune Minis­
ter Tony Blair and NATO chief 
Javier Solana. They have come to

__________________ _

An othn-c Albanian woman Hue, H:iiaiy Rodham Clinton 

one-day visit Fnday to the Stankovic refugee camp m Macedonia
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have taken in responding to this unprec- three of her children are, she lias no idea 
edented crisis,” she said. “It’s been an whether they are in Kosovo, whether 

put on a later train, she has no 
has happened to them,” Clin-

- 5-

doiua ... so I’m very grareful to them,” 
she said.

incredible burden on the people of Mace- they were
idea what
ton said, shaking her head slightly.

L

First lady listens to refugees’ woes
She also delivers assurances and aid to Macedonia
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The Capital Times
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By Misu J. Rubin 

Lot Aivrlra Tina
BRAZDA, Macedonia — For everyone 

who visits the refugee camps of Kosovo 
Albanians, there comes a moment when 
it becomes dear what it would be like to 
go t^rough what the refugees have en-

For Hillary Rodham Onton, that mo­
ment came outside tent B-12 in a camp 
here on Friday, when i2-year-oid Fetye 
Pronay, a worn-face/ vornan with collar-

f VJI

length dark hair, tolul .ier story.
She came from « small village north 

of Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. When 
Serb forces emptied her village, they 
herded everyone onto trains. As she 
stood on the station platform, she field 
tigtit to her 8- and 11-year-old sons’ 
hands while her husband looked after 
her three older daughters.

“Tlien they began to separate the 
women from the men. They were point­
ing guns at us,” she said.

Suddenly in the crush of the crowd 
and die shoving of the soldiers, she lost 
her sons’ hands, she could not see them 
anywhere, and she was pushed onto the 
train,

Ihronaj now in Macedonia's Stenko-
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vec 1 refugee camp with only two of her While Clinton was enthusiastic during 
five children, and it’s unclear where her her meeting with Macedonian President 
husband and other three children are. EL_ 22^—?.l___ ____

Clinton heard her story . Friday mom- Georgievski and others, it was only dur­
ing on tier trip to Macedonia, which was ing tier tour of refugee camps ttiat her 
aimed at highlighting the plight of ethnic practiced politician’s manner fell away 
Albaman refugees from Kosovo and as- As she started to leave the camp of 
suring this poor Balkan nation that the 23,000, which was hot and dusty and 
United States understands the stress that smelled of sweat, and sewage, she spon- 
the imlux has placed on it. laneously started to talk to the crowd of

Aid officials say Macedonia has taken aid workers and journalists.
about 233,000 of the nearly 800,000 ref- ’Tm picturing myself in the faces and 
ugees who fled Kosovo since NATO stories,” said Clinton, and then it was 
started bombing Yugoslavia on March 24 Fetye Pronaj’s face tliat seemed to ap- 
to force it to end its repression of the pear before her.
Kosovo Albanians. ‘When you talk to a woman, who in

Clinton also announced the release of the push of the crowd with the Serbian 
the first $2 million in a $21 million eco- police . . forcing people onto those 
nomic development package for Macedo- trains, the hands of the cliddren she was 
nia that is designed to help the fledgling holding evaporate — all of us have had 
democracy create new small businesses that experience where you are holding 
through n.icrocredil organizations. onto a little iiand and "it gets hot in a

“1 want very clearly to express our football crowd or some other place,” she 
appreciation to the government and the said, 
people of Macedunia for tiie steps they
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Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks with ethnic Albanian children Friday at the Stenkovec refugee camp in Macedonia
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ing first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton on the tnp Friday to tl

pained by the sight of elderly ref­
ugees, "the old people with

I unusually hot day in a Macedo­
nian snrine. Miss Acevska saidnian spnng. Miss Acer ska said
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yesterday “I can still see her face " 

Miss Acevska said she was

"They were happy to see her. It 
shows they are not forgotten," she 
said

The Macedcnmn gwvemtr.ent 
appreciated Mrs. Clinton's visit 

"We were very pleased she 
came, she is committed to help­
ing us." the ambassador said

Clinton on the tnp Friday to the 
tent city of 32.000 people. 

"One little girl attached herself 
to me," she told Embassy Row

Mrs. Clinton's visit helped up­
lift the spirits of refugees, even if 
it was a temporary respite from 
the hot. crowded realities of the 
camp During the first lady s tour. 

. the temperature hit the 90s. an

Haunting hungry eyes 
Macedonian Ambassador 

Lubica Acevska has just remmed 
from a visit to a Kosovar refugee 
camp m her country and is 
haunted by the hopelessness she 
found there.

Miss Acevska was accompany-

hunpry eyes."
“You feel so sorry for them. But 

what can you do?... I can't get 
them nut of my mind," she said. 

Miss Acevska called on other 
nations to relieve Macedonia, 
which has been flooded by more 
than 200,000 refugees driven out 
of Kosovo by Yugoslav forces.

“It so tragic the other countries 
, aren't doing more to help the ref 

ugees,” she said.
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Hillary Clinton Pushes Women’s

Issues on World Trips

I

Hillctry Clinton

as-

collmues in thP Assembly. RpP. Monica
3i( \\ lllliltllN Wll'C fit lior

Mrs. Clinton told her. Build a stn.nc sup-

Traveling Woman

world, present a challenge for an intelli­
gent and ambitious woman who is chas­
tened by hard lessons about the limits of 
her role at home but still determined to 
make a difference.

And. by concentrating her feminist 
message in foreign lands, she has man­
aged to avoid doing political damage to 
herself or her husband at home. "I think 
she is viewed as a statesman in the inter 
national community." says Myra Gutin. 
author of a book on the first ladies and a 
communications professor at Rider Uni­
versity in Lawrenceville, NJ. "Here, she 
is viewed more as a partisan."

Marsha Berry. Mrs. Clinton’s spokes­
woman, says the first lady’s international 
advocacy is simply an extension of her 
domestic work, which continues to focus 
on balancing work and family and chil­
dren's health. "1 don't think it is one vs. 
the others," says Ms. Bony. ‘ They are 
both challenging to her.”

Mrs. Clinton's global campaign has 
won her praise around the world from 
women's groups, both big and small. The 
main street in the tiny township of Victo­
ria Mxenge in Cape Town, South Africa, 
was named after Mrs. Clinton for her role 
in encouraging the women to build their 
own homes.

That doesn't mean she hasn't ruffled 
feathers. During Mrs. Clinton's first ma­
jor foreign trip to the 1fi9.r> United Nations 
Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing. Chinese officials were offended 
by her criticism of the nation's strict lim­
its on childbirth. They took care of the 
problem by simply prohibiting the gov 
ernment-controlled media froni passing 
her remarks on to the general public.

In Northern Ireland, the three female 
representatives from the conservative 
unionist parties skipped last week’s op 
porlunity to meet Mi’s. Clinton. Unionist 
Rep. Ian Paisley Jr. says "the resentment 
begins when she tries to lecture and di­
rect the politkal institutions and pilili- 
cians in a certain direction." Mrs. Clinton 
uses her celebrity to help “certain women 
who can’t get elected." he adds. “They 
are relying on kudos and a sense of au­
thority from Hillary Clinton to get people 
to vote for them. I think people should be 
wary of that."

If she should decide to run for the 
Senate in New York, a state with large 
Irish American and African-American 
bases in the Democratic Party, Mrs. 
Clinton's international policy Interests 
could dovetail nicely with her domestic 
politital ambitions. The Irish Assembly 
women were quick to offer to use their 
family connections with would-be voters 
in the Empire Stale to help Mrs. Clinton, 
though such assistance would Im largely 
symbolic.

Conversely, Mrs. Clinton's past state­
ments of seeming sympathy with the idea 
of a Palestinian state could Im a problem 
with another core constituency. Jewish 
voters, though she might be able to adjust 
such perceptions with a trip to Israel be 
ing considered for next month.

Mrs. Clinton's two-day stop in North­
ern Ireland last week marked the fourth
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“cow.” "dog,”

M( Williams was at her lowest point when 
she was ushered into Mrs. Clinton s office 
m 1997 on St. Patrick s Day. Stick with it.

offers moral support, perspective. 
sometimes, a dose of humor to defuse a 
tense situation.

After being called a “cow.” “dog.” 
and a "whining woman" by hostile male

By Jeanne Cummings
Staff Reporter of The Wau. Sthkkt Journai.

BELFAST, Northern Ireland-About a 
dozen female members of the newly 
formed Northern Ireland Assembly were 
describing the difficulty of working in a 
historically male-dominated environment 
when their special guest, first lady 
Hillary Clinton, suggested they form a 
women's caucus. "Oh, we can't do that,” 
cried Rep. Eileen Bell. “The men would 
go mad."

The conversation quickly moved to 
other topics. But Mrs. Clinton had struck 
another nerve.

With her hus­
band's encourage­
ment and little
media attention.
Mrs. Clinton has
been traveling the
globe for the past
four years, ques­
tioning the status
quo and some­
times offering
blunt advice, all
in a quest to ele­
vate the status of
women. In Ire­
land, China, Africa and elsewhere, Mrs. 
Clinton routinely returns to the feminist 
roots that in 1992 fueled talk of the first 
co-presidency.

As the first lady appears close to 
launching her own political career by run­
ning for a New York Senate seat, her 
strong international voice for women's 
rights offers a striking contrast to the 
more traditional role she reverted to at 
home after the 1991 health-care debacle. 
A l<H»k at her International voice raises in­
teresting questions about what kind of 
profile Mrs. Clinton would adopt if she In­
comes a candidate in her own right.

Tough talk on rape, forced prostitu­
tion. equal pay, and the right of families 
to make their own n'productive choices, 
including abortion, define Mrs. Clinton 
abroad. She even wades into such difficult 
topics as female genital mutilation. Her 
foreign focus reaches into her writings. In 
a March 1998 column focusing on child 
kidnappings in Uganda. Mrs. Clinton 
called members of the rebel Lord's Resis­
tance Army "cowards” for engaging in 
the practice.

Meanwhile, at home, her image is 
more traditional. Children are the staple 
of her speeches, and her poll numbers 
skyrocketed when she stood by her hus­
band during the Monica Lewinsky scan­
dal. She soon will become the author of a 
book on the social side of the White 
House. In her weekly newspaper columns. 
Mrs. Clinton's domestic topics can range 
from Volunteers Day at the White House 
to backing her husband s domestic initia­
tive.

Some observers attribute Mrs. Clin­
ton’s growing interest in world issues to a 
desire to escape from a brutal political cli­
mate in Washington and troubles in her 
maniage. But an alternative theory is 
that the problems of women in other 
countries, particularly in the developing 

Rs

time she has traveled to this violence- 
plagued country, and the image of an un­
guarded and laughing first lady was a 
dramatic departure from the chronic do­
mestic portrayal of a woman under fire. 
In addition to the meeting with the new 
female assembly members, Mrs. Clinton 
broke ground on a playground and spoke 
before a "Vital Voices” conference of JOO 
women who are active in nonprofit com­
munity organizations.

As is common in her travels, Mrs. 
Clinton provides practical advice for 
starting a business by selling bread or 
sewing as well as encouragement for 
women to become active in politics. Her 
effectiveness has been enhanced by tier 
close relationship with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, a longtime friend 
and kindred spirit in the advocacy of 

women.
Thus, when Mrs. Clinton travels, she 

doesn’t come empty-handed. For exam­

ple. she spreads the word about a U S 
Agency for International Development 
fund that offers loans as small as S30O to 
entrepreneurs. In 1997, two-thirds of the 
loans from the $l(;-,.l million “microenter 
prise development fund went to women 
In dozens of countries. The first lady can 
also sene as a link between community 
groups and U.S. businesses, foundations, 
or lenders who can provide financial 
sistance.

But. more than money. Mrs. Clinton 
offers moral support, perspective, and.

Some of the major, independent foreign trips 

by Hillary Clinton

trip______
China

Eastern Europe

Africa

Northern Ireland

Uruguay

Austria

Central America

North Africa

port group, she prodded, and, lastly, don't 
forget to take vitamins. “I thought it was 
the most unusual thing to say." recalls 
Ms. McWilliams in a fit of laughter.

Irish |>eople don't say that." Since then, 
a friendship has developed and Ms 
McWilliams, founder of the centrist 
Northern Ireland Women's Coalition polit- 
h al party, was among those who encour­
aged the private meeting between Mrs. 
f.linton and the women of the Assembly.

Although most of the women initially 
were nonchalant about the meeting, they 
formed a tight circle around Mrs. Clinton 
when she entered the walnut-paneled din­

ing room. After the meeting. Rep. Brid 
Rodgers, a 30-year veteran of the Social 
Democratic Labor Party, said: “For the 
first time, a very important visitor came 
to Northern Ireland and the men were sit­
ting around trying to get a peep at her as 
she was meeting with us."
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Hilary Clinton: On a two~d«y visit to Northern Ireland.

Hillary jets in to city
Hillary Clinton 4

plant an Irish Yew t

process as she arrived in 
Belfast today for the start

tuns marking the 150th 
anniversary of the National

iiport by Secretary 
Mo Mowlam, US

home
to ioin 
leading

' •• agency for chilctren’s th ay in members of the parlw inenl.
Northern Ireland, to • .. Mrs Clinton wa.4 also

the University Campus,announce the development Firstexnectcd to meet
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iv pupils from 
Integrated Pri- 

_«rv School.
The area, knofm as

PlaySpace, will be tbe first I

on the theme Our Oblip- 
tions to Each Other:'__
Continuing Quest for 
peace.

The address —the first in 
a series of millennium lec-
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Minister David Trimble and 
Deputy Seamus Mallon at 
Stormont.

Earlier today, Mrs Clin- .

*4

University of Ireland in the 
city —followed a ceremony 
conferring on Mrs Clinton 
an Honorary Doctorate of

7

of an environment if play 
area at Musgrave Pa:

Dr Mowlam an .
Clinton were expet ted to
plant an Irish Yew c er "ff --------------------- ------ r----------
a Honda Sunset tree to deliver a lecture in Galway
1___-
thejicw play facility.

attended bi
Cranmore I
marv School.
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of a two-day visit to the 
province.

Hillary Clinton touched 
down at Aldergrove airport 
early this afternoon at the 
start of her whistle-stop 
visit.

Mis Clinton was greeted 
at the airport by Secretary 
of State Mo Mowlam, US 
Ambassador Philip Lader 
and American consul Ki 
Fort before being swept 
away in her motorcade for 
her first engagement in 
south Belfast.

She was set to join 
PlayBoard, the
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By Kathryn Tomey

AMERICA’S First Lady 
was hoping to build up 
confidence in the peace

Law.
Afterwards the city 

fathers granted her the 
Freedom of Galway 
-making her the first 
woman to receive the acco­
lade, „... ,K—, “id ir.tt-

Both ceremonies took 
place bWe aff mvifcd adtlf-' ' 
ence of 1,000. guests inside ' "'

of its kind in Northern 
Ireland and aims to provide 
children with access to 
quality, . safe, fred play 
opportunities.

The initiative was 
launched last year by Mrs 
Clinton.

Mrs Clinton later was 
expected to visit Parliament 
Buildings. Stormont,, home 
of the new Northern relahd 
Assembly, to meet i rotpen.

ee and ton flew into the Republic to
a Honda Sunset tree to 
mark the devclopit ent of 
the new play facility.

The event was to be
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FIRST LADY’S TRIP: Hillary Rod 
ham Clinton’s trip this week to Ire­
land, England. Albania and Macedo­
nia continues her nontraditional 
pattern of globe-trotting independent 
of the president. She will have visited 
62 countries on 20 solo trips since her 
husband took office in 1993. When 
traveling with the president, the first 
lady has visited just 49 countries.

Barbara Bush took two solo trips in

four years. Nancy Reagan traveled 
abroad without the president only 
three times in eight years. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, even counting her service 
as UN. ambassador under President 
Thiman, visited only 53 countries in 
her lifetime.

The president designates the first 
lady's foreign trips as official diplo­
matic missions. The costs are unclear 
because the White House and State 
Department disagree on how ex­
penses are accounted. — Billy 
House. Gannett News Service

—RSDAX MAY 13 '<»<> USA Ton-.-

ByOmCaMn.M’

In Galway: Hillary Rodham Clinton at 
the National University of Ireland.

I
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warns on

to Balkans

meet today that it s • challenge tn 
the BaltatK, the Middle East,

O'Briea

Women’s conference on agenda today
By Clare Morphy,

• - >*

drawing pictures of a much more building and was taken to view 
hopefui and happy future," she the Assembly chamber hy the Pre­

Northern Secretary, 
Mowlam, and travelled

Use Deputy., Fira Minister Mr wls beld bcforr thc had

taken to the US.

Referring to Ireland s record in
.A

ethnic cleansing struck at all gen-

Hillary Clinton gets freedom of city of Galway, honorary degree
Gt'ia. piBy l-oma Siggins. d Mrs Chatoa with
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‘perils of 
indifference

■■

the NATO campaign la the Bal­

in the face of suffering were “not 
- .-re «todao.
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reception was beld before she had 
informal talks with the women As-

Sbe was given a miniature of a 
specially commirwinned beoatt 
sculpture for the Uliveralty s anni- 
reraary by John Behan, and was 
also presealed with a Galway Cryu-

The US Pint Lady, Mn Hillary Rodham Clisrtoa, with Dr Patrick Fottrell president of NU1 Galway, when she visited the ■aiversity yesterday. Photograph: Bryan

Dr Fonrell pud tribute Io her 
•wk as a lawyer. acaOimi. aisd 
public aervant. and aaik she bad 
champivued the ngbts of women 
and children, while also showing a 
strong eonunitroeat to Northern 
Ireland.

la her speech, delreered to marl 
rhe an nersin’* IWth anmrersan. 
Mrs Clinton spoke about the con­
tinuing Quest for pence

She flew into Shannon early yea-

Seamus Millon, and their wives.
Daphne and Gertrude.

■■What'l the date?' yoked Mrs «>n’ of the building Nine of the

said.

The US Pint Lady then went to

IB

:1-

summansee her contribatlon. Quot­
ing from the American writer Lefi 
Cottin Pogrebin.

ever, the day also featared a prMest 
by anti war demrmstralon 

“A great natural resouree, a Fine 

.y^dwt^

had non. la lor. wj(^ ,

champioo of children and a good
soal." was bow the presHleat of

As

siding Officer. Lord Alderdice. 
Mrs Clinton was accompanied 

on her engagements by •

tagr. Gaekacht and the Islands. 
Ms de talers, and the Taoiseach t 
representative. Ms Celia Larkin.

Also among the attendance was 
the celebrated Aran islaader. Brid­
get Illrrane, who is I IM. Mrs 
Dirrane. a former nurse and 
staunch liemorenl-cam-kennedi 
supporter dunag hei lime in the 
US. is listed In nr Gaianzxi Baud 
o/Rrardr as the oldest holder of a 
university degree.

lerda* esorning lor her two-das arts rommanity managed to drown 
Irish Visit. Security was tight, bm out the Army Band of the 4th 
discreet Western Brigade as the robed uai-

About IM) protesiees at tb< mala versity procession proceeded >o the 
entrance to NU1 Galway missed conferring ceremony at Aras aa 
Mrs Clinton s arrival al the can- Mac Inion The conferring cere 

' - " moay was perforuaed bv the Chan­
cellor of the National I mversin of 

,________ Ireland. Dr Garret HtrGerold.
ar cam- while the Mayor of Galway, toon-

tn Galway
W II H a quick smile and a quip t——7 mind' 

about the mant
f!»nthn»cn” who had jonr bclort,
thc US f irtt Lady.' Mm Hillan

odh.mt lietotobeanwe the l ust no. ,m preMoeoi o,
reewomao of the City of (.alway NU1 u, |.,mrl |0ItrrIi.

Mn i'liaton also receired as

honorary doctorate of laws. How-

develop over time, beyond the ini­
tial seeding of grant support

She was greeted on her arrival 
at the International Airport bs the 
V.---- ------ .----------------- Dt Mo

._ _JB________ to south
Belfast where she announced the 
devdopmeni of a cross-commu­
nity play area for children. 

"Today, because of the leader­
ship and the progress that have 
brought people together from both 
traditions, and the hard work that 
has gone into not only the Good

Friday accord but all the wort Omton. as she signed a visitors 14 women members were present 
since, children are thinking as book m thc main ballway She ad- including Sinn Fein's Ms Batrbre 
children should think. They arc mired the architecture of the de Bnin. 
-*------*----------------------*---------- ‘-----------'—'1J:— —J----------***"— *“ ——r

. Later Mr Mallon described Mrs 
_____ Clinton as “an engaging, highly in- 
npanied lelligent and attractive lady" He 
the US added that President Clinton had, 

through his wife, passed on his 
regards to all thoae in Stormont. 

Commenting on speculation 
that Mrs Clinton wished to run for 

remkiv’m/w.hre, the h^l~t^L OfriCe’ Mr Trimble said
sembly members on thc front bal- ber ambitions had come un in 
remv rf lb, tovildin. Mm. Ito.

By Loma Siggins, 
in Galway
IRELAND'S example to the world 
in trying to ' make peace real" and 
thc "perils of indifference" in 
relation to the Balkans were the 
twin themes of Mn Clinton's 
address at NUI Galway yesterday. 

Delivering the inaugural add­
ress in the university's millennium 
lecture series, to mark 150 years 
of student enrolment. Mrs Clinton 
quoted two former Nobel Pnie 
winners, including Seamus 
Heanc*. in a JCs-minutc speech en­
titled "Our obligations to each 
ocher the continuing quest for 
peace."

Mrs Clinton paid tribute fo the 
communities endeavouring to 
make peace in the North, and 
singled out the contribution of 
women on both sides of the div­
ide. in advance of her engagement 
with the Vita! Voices women's 
group in Belfast

Indicating her tacit support for 

kuns, she said those’who stood by 

in the face of suffering were "not 
only bystanders" but also "tn dan­
ger of losing their own soul".

Exhoning against apathy and 
indifference, she said people must 
constantly nurture hope It was 
only when they could let go of 
their past and their old hatreds 
that hope could flourish

Mr* Clinton told the 1.000 
guests in Aras na Mac Leinn. 
where she was given an honorary 
doctorate in laws and the freedom 
of Galway city, that the tragedy of

tai platter

Special gwests at the rceemony 

were the Governnent's repreveiila- 
live, the Minister for Arts, Heri-

erations
She said there was a constant 

challenge to peace at thc end of an 
all-too-violent century.

"We live in a time at the end of 
the century when we know that 
peace is a constant challenge to us 
— how we obtain it and how we 
maintain it. We know even as we

touched down in Belfast yes- 

fourth visit to Northern Ire- 
She had been impressed by their land.

desire to return borne and build She addresses the Vital Voices 
their I ves m peace and harmony conference tn Belfast today, which 

Referring to Ireland's record in will focus on the issue of 
international peacekeeping, she "sustainability" and how' comms- 
said this State had given a clear nity development work and 
lead to the rest of the world women’s groups can survive and

f

iu
parts of Africa and elsewhere

"It teems that all of us. as we 
honour the past and imagine the 
future, have an opportunity to 
think harder about what our obli­
gations are to other people and the 
obligations we all have for peace. 
Given the situation in the world 
today , the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction, the once-again- 
live conflict among ethnicities, 
religions and tribes we all have a 
role to play m the continuing 
quest for peace.

“But peace will more than ever 
depend on what each of us does, 
and whether we can overcome our
past on behalf of a common 
future" - -

Mn Clinton referred to Ire- •“ Belfast
land’s fint intake of refugees from THE US presidential jet 
kTbroVan^u?M'u« touched down tn Belfast •- 

as you have always done" — and

w

pas. aad had awred Io Eyre Square 
by the cmr she left lor Belfast 

However, using megaphones.
members of the NO m War cun- _______ _______________ ________
paign. the Socialist Party, •e*eral dllor Angela Lyncii-Luplon. shad- 
sludents aad repmenlallvn of the owed by the City Manager. Mr Joe
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First Ladyt

warns on

to Balkans

pence is a constant challenge 
— how we obtain it and ho

future, have an opportunity Io 
think harder about what our obii-

peace.

past 
tutui

parts of Africa and elsewhere. 

“It seems that all of us. as we

in the face of suffering were “not 
only bystanders" but also “in dan­
ger of losing their own soul”.

‘perils of 
indifference

erations.
She said there was a constant 

challenge to peace at the end of an 
all-too-violent century.

“We live in a time at the end of 
the centurv when we know that 

’ “ sto us 
 ... .low we 

maintain it. We know even as we

Mrs Cliqton told the J ,000 desire to return home and build 
their lives in peace and harmony.

Referring to Ireland’s record in 
doctorate in laws and the freedom international peacekeeping, she 
of Galway city, that the tragedy of said this State had given a clear 
ethnic cleansing struck at all gen- lead to the rest of the world.

make peace in the North, and

women on both sides of the div-

By Lorna Siggins, 
in Galway
IRELAND’S example to the world 
in trying to “make peace real" and 
the “perils of indifference" in 
relation to the Balkans were the 
twin themes of Mrs Clinton’s 
address al NUI Galway yesterday.

Delivering the inaugural add­

lecture series, to mark 150 years 
of student enrolment. Mrs Clinton
quoted two former Nobel Prize  
winners, including Seamus honour the past and imagine the 
Heaney, in a 30-minute speech en­
titled “Our obligations to each  
other: the continuing quest for gallons arc to other [teople and the 
peace." obligations we all have for peace.

Mrs Clinton paid tribute to the Given the situation in the world 
communities endeavouring to today, the spread of weapons of 
make peace in the North, and mass destruction, the once-agam- 
singled out the contribution of |jve conflict among ethnicities, 
women on both sides of the div- religions and tribes, we all have a 
ide, in advance of her engagement role to play in the continuing 
with the Vital Voices women’s quest for peace.
group in Belfast. "But peace will more than ever

Indicating her tacit support for depend on what each of us does, 
the NATO campaign in the Bal- and whether we can overcome our 
kans, she said those who stood by past on behalf of a common 
in the face of suffering were “not future.”

Mrs Clinton referred to Ire- 
. land's first intake of refugees from

Exhorting against apathy and Kosovo — “You are offering them 
indifference, she said people must yOur hearts and your homes, just 
constantly nurture hope. It was as you have always done" — and 
only when they could let go of <aid she had met the first group 
their past and their old hatreds taken to the US.
that hope could flourish. She had been impressed by their

Mrs Clinton told the 1,000 - • - 
guests in Aras na Mac L6inn,
where she was given an honorary



i
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tial seeding of grant support. F ' " '

sbe was greeted on her arrival ’
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ind the progress that have che First Minister, Mr

By Clare Murphy,
in Belfast
THE US presidential jet
touched down in Belfast ’
terday afternoon, as Mrs Ku- .. .— ™.,, v,, IV1O
lary Clinton arrived for her ‘ravel^d to south
fourth visit to Northern Ire- devci<.nmrnfC^f C.3nnounced the □ t1“'- r,,sl ir>en went tc 
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She addresses the Vital Voices

siding Officer, Lord .Alderdice. "
Mrs Clinton was accompanied 

°n h en8a8ements by the ' “mty play area for children.
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HONOURED: Mrs Clinton at the degree ceremony In Ireland yesterday

Our children

rights too,
says Hillary

I !

BY JULIA LLEWELLYN SMITH

TV presenter Esther Rantzen per­
suaded Mrs Blair to chair the confer-
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expanded wide enough to include all 
the children of the world,” Mrs 
Clinton will tell the London confer­
ence. “There are still too many chil­
dren who are abused and neglected, 
denied health care and education.

“There are too many children who 
are victims of violence and war - too 
many left to fend for themselves on 
the streets, working in inhumane con 
ditions, trafficked 1 ike drugs and sold 
into prostitution.

“And through it all, there are still 
too many children whose suffering 
we fail to see. to hear and ultimately 
to stop.”

The First Lady; who only two years 
ago confessed that she would love to 
adopt a child, has made children’s 
issues her top priority. During her 
time at the White House, she has 
championed causes all round the 
world, from teenage pregnancies in 
America to child prostitution in 
Ukraine.

At one point she was thought to be 
considering a high-profile role with 
the United Nations children’s organi­
sations after her husband leaves 
office, although recently she has been 
under pressure to run for a New York 
seat in the Senate instead.

Yesterday Mrs Clinton was granted 
the Freedom of Galway and awarded 
an honorary doctorate from the 
National University of Ireland at the 
city in the west of the Irish Republic 
before going on to Belfast.

■

i«ife

‘ '■ v*- 

■■

■1^

TOO many children are still 
abused, neglected and denied 
basic human rights, Hillary 
Clinton will tell an Express- 
sponsored conference on chil­
dren and the law today.

Mrs Clinton agreed to speak at 
the Hearing Children s Voices confer­
ence for the charity ChildLine at the 
request of her friend Cherie Blair. 
The two leaders' wives are both 
lawyers and devoted mothers, and 
share a passionate concern for chil­
dren’s issues.

ence during a chance encounter at the 
hairdressers. Despite a head-full of 
rollers, Esther could not resist the 
chance to accost Mrs Blair, who was 
sitting under the next drier.

In her capacity as chairman of 
ChildLine, Esther asked Mrs Blair if 
she would be interested in chairing 
the conference, which tackles the 
issue of how child-abuse victims can 
be treated better by the legal system.

Mrs Blair in turn suggested con­
tacting her friend Mrs Clinton to give 
the keynote speech. Also speaking 
will be the Home Secretary Jack 
Straw. “In spite of our progress on 
human rights over the last half cen­
tury. it is unconscionable that the cir­
cle of human dignity has not been 
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Doctor in the White House

I

si

F

if

Li

L

F

Er

/j

• DEGREE OF SUCCESS... First Lady Hillary Clinton Is all smiles yesterday on receiving an Honorary 
Doctorate of Law at the National University of Ireland In Galway
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GROUND-BREAKING; HUIary Clinton and Mo Mowlam at Musgrava Part;
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STUCK FOR WORDS: this little boy could not conceal his shyness when he met US First Lady Hillary 
Clinton in Belfast yesterday. Mrs Clinton planted a tree at an after-school club during her visit. Part 
of the play area, which children designed themselves, Is called Hillary's Garden. See Pages 2&3
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Children of peace give
Hillary hope for future
By Rosie Ufflndell

Mrs Clinton, accompanied 
by secretary of state Dr Mo 
Mowlam. had been 
welcomed to the site by Lord 
Mayor David Alderdice and 
PlayBoard chief executive 
Antoinette McKeown.

She planted two trees with 
the help of children from 
Cranmore Integrated Primary 
School and the Newcastle

CHILDREN are now drawing 
pictures of a hopeful and 
happy future. US first lady 
Hillary Clinton said as she 
unveiled plans for an 
environmental play area in 
south Belfast.

The pictures are a far cry 
from those she had seen 
Wore, she said, when 
images were darker and more
"fearful".

But she said the work put 
into the Good Friday 
agreement and its aftermath 
meant that children “were 
now thinking as children 
should".

Mrs Clinton was speaking 
at a ceremony to lend her 
support to PlayScheme, a 
PlayBoard Initiative to give 
children access to quality, 
safe, free play areas. The five- 
acre site at Musgrave Park 
has been donated by Belfast 
City Council and another has 
been donated In mld-Ulster 
by Cookstown District 
Council.

Speaking above the 
thunder and the rain, Mrs 
Ginton said PlayScheme was 
about engaging children In 
something positive for the 
future.

“There Is no better symbol 
of how well a community Is 
doing as what we do for our 
children and how they think 
of things," she said.

“Play Is children’s work. It's 
how they learn to get along 

It -I

n
i._
• HONOURS...

Mrs Clinton receives 
■n honorary degree 
In Galway yesterday

and get along with children 
different fnxn themselves.

“In many places children 
don’t have these 
opportunities. They are too 
threatened by what goes on 
outside the door of their own 
homes. Their playgrounds 
may be littered with broken 
glass or shrapnel, or they 
may be threatened with 
intimidation if they step into 
tire wrong area.

“We have seen it in my 
country and other parts of 
the world and we have now 
seen it tn Kosovo.

“But we Intend to do what 
we can to give these children 
opportunities now and In the 
future."

YMCA after-school club.
Mrs Clinton spent an hour 

at Musgrave Park befdre 
leasing for Stormont for talks 
with female assembly 
members. Last night she had 
a |>rivate engagement with Dr 
Mowlam at Hillsborough.

This morning, as a follow­
up to her visit to the Vital 
Voices conference in 
September, Mrs Clinton will 
deliver a speech to another 
Vital Voices conference In 
Belfast.
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‘Given the situation in the world we all have a role to play in the quest for peace’
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The US First Ladv, Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton, with Dr Patrick Fottrell. president of NUI Galway, when she visited the university yesterday. Photograph: Bryan 
O’Brien
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Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton, the US First Lady, at NUI Galway yesterday where an honorary 
doctorate in laws was conferred on her. 

Photograph: Bryan O’Brien; Report: page 10
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Hillary Clinton gets freedom of cityI

of Galway, honorary degree

protesters it the main 
NUI Galway missed

students and representathes of the

out the Army Band of the 4th

rerslty pmresslon proceeded 
conferring ceremony at Ar

supporter during her time In the 
US, is listed in The Guinxesi Book

cam-
luare

tage. (.aellacht and the Islands. 
Ms de Valera, and the Taoiseach's 
representative, Ms Celia I ar kin.

Also among the attendance was 
the celebrated Aran islander, Brid­
get Oirrane, who is 104. Mrs 
Dirrane, a former nurse and 
staunch Democrat-cum-Kennedy

Mac iaina. The conferring

of Kecordi as the oldest holder of a 
university degree.

By Lorna Siggins, 
in Galway

Mrs Clinton also received an 
honorary doctorate of laws. How-

Gavin, presented Mrs Clinton with 
her charter.

She was given a miniature of a 
specially commissioned bronte 
sculpture for the university's anni­
versary by John Behan, and was 
also presented with a Galway Crys-

Special guests at the ceremony 
were the Government's representa­
tive, the Minister foe Arts, Heri-

m Galway by •mi-war demonstrators wnrk " p'i<l *•» h"
WTTII a quick smile and a quip "mural resource, a fine public se’.ntXd ^d'“Z
alMHrt the many "distinguished g#l n,ind' ■" insP'ration to aspir- cbamniom-d i.. “ . bad
gentlemen” who had gone before n8 "on,*n- " model of the loving and children "'"me"
the US First Udv ftrs llillart T wife, a consistent strong «^Tmhment 'v”" uS ' NU’ G,,w"’ ml’
Rodlutm Clinton, became the First ch™Ph,n children and a good Ireland to Northern Mrs Clinton’s arrival at the cc-

■M" ......... »*- ■■ cwa&si'ssEs »H^ a

terday morning for her two-day

discreet.
About 100 

entrance to

arts community managed to drown

Western Brigade as the robed uni- 
I to the 
ms na 

I cere-



THE IRISH NEWS

Thursday May 13 1999

First ministers all fingers and thumbs with Hillary

I ‘.f/

.. >
H, I ■

%

/

1
- 1

'It ’

■aJ.

• PICK A HANDHillary Clinton thaw a joke with David Trimble, left, and Seamus Mallon at Stormont last night Picture: Hugh Russell

First lady the toast of Stormont
I Wf R£ WAiTiNG 
f W f,W |

r

I

IAN KNOX
By William Graham
Political Correspondent

before going into the restaurant to 
meet women assembly members

Mrs Clinton, who was dressed in a 
dark trouser-suit, was of course 
assured of a very warm welcome, 
particularly by the women members. 
And indeed Mr Mallon and Mr 
Trimble also proved by their 
colourful comments that they were 
admirers.

In a more formal remark. Mr Mallon 
said Mrs Clinton's “visit here today 
means a lot to us'.

‘It means a lot to the community 
here. And I believe it gives another 
focal point to what we are all trying to 
do - and that is the creation ol lasting 
peace, and a new stability, and a new 

political dispensation.
"By her presence she epitomises 

that Interest which exists within the 
United States and especially within 
the While House."

When Mr Trimble was asked if Mrs 
Clinton gave any indication of her 
own political aspirations in the United 
States, he. again In jovial mood, said: 
“There was some reference to that. 
She left Seamus Mallon and myself to 
go in and speak Io the female 
assembly members

"We did say that il she could cope 
with that she could cope with 
anything in politics and that it would 
be a good training lor New York ' 
• Hillary's Belfast visit: P2

■

S

1,4

HILLARY Rodham Clinton smiled and 
asked David Trimble and Seamus 
Mallon “what's the date?' as she 
signed the visitors book yesterday in 
Stormont.

Afterwards first minister Mr Trimble 
joked with his deputy Mr Mallon that 
“at least we got that (the date) right". 

Il was that kind of relaxed day at 
Parliament Buildings.

Even the serious-looking American 
secret service men walking around 
Stormont were trying to act cool and 
laid-back as the first lady chatted with 
the first ministers and their wives 
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« Iing from children 
»- Northern Ireland,”
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.vembly, lord AMerdicr. 
The First Lady had
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Hillary: do 
it for the 
children

I
I
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I

members nt the assembly 
. S’*® Sorted there 
by F,rst MUuster David 
Trimble, his deputy 
Seamus Mallon and their 
wive*.

. LaterpMrs Clinton was 
given a, tour of the his-

ip and the progress that has 
ought people together from 

1 are

“They are drawing pictures of 
a m'lrh more hopeful and happy 
future.”

At the ceremony she said 
Belfast already seemed to be 
rhanring for the better since the 
Good Friday Agreement.

After Icurflig the park, Mrs 
Clinton met with th* H frmale 
m*mbrr* of the new Assembly to 
discuss the role women must 
continue to play us catalysts for 
peace.

The First Lady's two-day visit 
to the North concludes today 
with a speech to a women’ 
conference in Belfast.

SEE PAGES 8 & 9

arrived from Galway 
where she received the 
freedom of the city and an 
honorary doctorate in law 
from Vniversity College. 

It was the first time a 
woman had been allowed 
to sign the Galway Roll of 
Freedom

—, pictures J used to see 
I coming from children 

from-Northern Ireland,” 
‘ she said.

“For they were much 
darker pictures then and 
filled with all kinds of 
fearful imagery.”

Mrs Clinton, acc­
ompanied by Northern
Ireland Secretary Mo
Mowlam, joined a group 
of excited children to 
plant two trees at the 
emundbreaking cervmbny.

Dr Mowlam assured hen 
"We are muktng progress, 
inch by inch. It is a tongh 
time, a time to bold our 
nerves and keep going 
becaiise nieone in the talks 
doesn’t want it to work. 

“We will make it, the 
confidence is there - we 
just have to find a way 
through the impasse.” 

Assembly

On her fourth visit to 
' Belfast Mrs Clinton also 
travelled To Stormont to 
meet the 14 women

■ HILLARY CLINTON urqed
■ the women and children of 
Ml the North to make sure the

peace process stayed on 
track yesterday.

| America’s First Lady helped 
i to Launch a nr”7’ playground iu 
south-west Belfast designed to 
provide a neutral space for 
Protestant and Catholic chil­
dren to play safely together. 

“Today, be'iusc of the leader- 

brought people together 1 
both traditions, children 

ijspn thinking as children should 
•*■*2 think," Mrs Clinton said polnt- 

ing to a display of hright- 
c?/ coloured paintings.

U there
by First Minister David

Seamus Mallon and tbeir 

. Later,. Mrs Clinton was

ioricul building by Initial 
Presiding Officer of the 
Awmf‘ " "



5

America’s First Lady also delivered a special 
Millennium lecture, in which she urged warring nations 
to "let go of the past, let go of the old hatreds"

£
wa“ bestowed on Mrs

iton. theHope, she said was the
only answer “Let go of the 
past, let go of the old

exceptional glut 
vent ions on behalfirst

peace only 
the agree- She recalled various 

troubled spots in the world
ins peace in the North

She also stoutly defer

rwUerU |

^5: -r

■

& r:-;

z

i

J
fill ■•X.

X.

a l

§

I 

I

<5

£

i’

-n,9

i

I
i 

l

V--'

Ol
tc
Osl

I

Q

X 
rC

during Irish trip
From JOHN DONLON ip GALWAY

a!
Hope is the only answer, she declared.
And Hillary also spoke of her own, personal hopes, of 

spending more time in Ireland with her family. 
“My daughter visited Galway a wldle ago and fell in 

love with the scenery.
''She, my husband and I hope to come back again te Me 

—14.. —4 —------------I —t a.>a —

there are some gotf courses around’’.

A SMILING Hillary Clinton looked relaxed and 
glamorous yesterday as she arrived in 
Galway University to coiled an honorary 
degree and the Freedom of the City.

America’s First Lady also delivered

■

! r

progress been made, the 
hand-shakes being 
exchanges between former 
poHt-ical enemies.

"Wfe will she Deed con- 
vergtnc*. Leaden will 
always have to take rirks 
for peact", Ae Mid.

die had visited and how 
she sat with people who 
had once been at war with 
each other, but now felt 
able to trust one another. >
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the First l^aaj 
quoted the words of 
Poet Seamus Heaney' wben | 
fie said that one dav

this beautiful city at a more Jetavrefy pact. 1 underetand 
--

J Mrs Clinton also joked 
that one cl the benefits of 
being a “Free Man” of the 
City was that you didnt 
have to pay taxes

"That might be some­
thing to consider when he 
vacates the White House 
and are Looking for a new 
home", she said. 
“ ’ Mn Clinton,

Fottrell,

ti

i=W’.

troubled spots “where evil I 

has gone uncheckcr^^^^

-■ .
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past, let go of the old 
hatreds”, she urged war­
ring nations

Mrs Clinton used the 
opportunity to heap praise 
on Ireland lor its economic 
progress and for the eflorts 
being made towards a last­
ing peace in the North

She also stoutly defended 
NATO's action In 
Yugoslavia and attacked 
the Serbian leadership.

F 'st Lady s i 
confident form

Referring to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall ten years 
ago, Mrs Clinton said: 
“who would have thought 
we would now be faced 
with the evil emanating 
from Yugoslavia?*

Refugee*
She said she had met 

refugees of Kosovo and 
their one wish was to 
return borne. .

“They want to be left 
alone, to be able to raise

o£ niinly tom the Insh 
&Xt pa**. P/^ATO 

SS&^Bal^

-rau"nU^
Era

SMILES: Garetti FitzGerald awards Hillary Clinton an honorary degree al Galway University < 
d •

their families. That’s all
any of us want."

Mrs Clinton also spoke of
her particular admiration
for the women of Northern
Ireland,

But she warned that the
hard work of r
begins after t
meats have been signed. 

The First Lady praised
Northern politicians from
all sides of the political
divides

She said she had seen the

5s

iking
said.

Welcoming
Dr Patrick 
President of Galway 
University spoke of her 

‘ >bal inter- 
______________ lit of chil­
dren, families, social jus­
tice and women's right'"

He raid as Pint Lady she 
had championed women* 
rights at national and 
international level.

35
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PALS: Hillary shares a Joke with Mo Mowlam in the North yesterday
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Ms Larkin is indeed the Taoiseach's con­
stituency officer, for which she is paid
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Clinton put the North's

tage last night 
eld a private

'if

I

greeted by Ftrri 
Minister David Trimble 
with Deputy Seamus 
Mallon and their wives. 

Today Mrs Cl ini on 
will speak at a Vital 
Voices women's confer 
ence in Belfast.

The First T-ady also 
helped to launch a new 
playgrwnd in south­
west Belfast designed to 
provide a neutral space 
for Protestant and

■ .....a,, j L

US First Lady Hillary 
Clinton put the North's 
women politicians on. 
centre Stage last night 
as she held a private 
audience at Stormont — 
for female Assembly 
members only. 

Among the nine 
Assembly members she 
shook hands with was 
Sinn Fein's nuniater-in- 
waitmg, Bairbre de 
Brun, who may be the 
only woman in the 10- 
Strong power-sharing 
executive. 

When she arrived at 
Stormont, Mrs Clinton 
— on her fourth visit to 
the North — was

F

private 
meeting

helped to laum

west Belfast
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IT WAS a scene of biblical proportions. 
Lightning bolts ricocheted, thunder clamoured 
and the heavens parted to disgorge so much 
water it seemed like The Deluge the Sequel.

But was Hillary distracted? Did she hesitate? 
Not a bit of her.
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Today’s
Weather

As competition goes, Hillary Clinton had an 
ocean’s worth to contend with the moment she 
opened her mouth to speak, in Belfast last 
night. The rain was so persistent, iFNoah's Ark 
had hoved into view no one would have been 
the least surprised.

Hillary Clinton and northern secretary Mo 
Mowlam applaud children from cross-community 

schools and groups who were in the audience 
during the US First Lady's first stop at the start of a 

two-day visit to the north
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Show goes on in spite 
of deluge

The First Lady ignored the stormy floor-show 
flapping around the marquee and sailed 
through her speech. Admittedly, she pitched 
her voice a little louder than usual in fact she 
was practically yelling above the din from the 
elements by the end of it but otherwise she 
gave her usual polished performance.

We seemed in danger of drowning, caught in 
the drips from a leaky tent, but there was no 
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Her composure in the face of torrents 
impressed eight-year-old Connor McQuoid 
from Dundrum in Co Down. "She's cool," he 
said approvingly. "She didn't duck or anything 
at the thunder. I was a bit scared but she didn't 
mind," Another group of children were 
speculating on what might have happened had 
the lightning struck the tent. "We'd all have 
been fried up and turned black," remarked one 
child, with something approaching relish. 
"1 Hilary too."

It earned him a singularly malignant glance 
from one of the Secret Service agents poised to 
defend their charge against assassins, fanatics, 
lunatics and scariest of all, the press, but 
ill-equipped to protect her from celestial 
lightning bolts.

fhe best he could do was produce an umbrella, 
so large it would have sheltered a family of six 
and held it over J Hilary, escorting her to the 
presidential limousine. More than a foot taller 
than her they're big lads, these Secret Service 
men, all wearing identikit white raincoats it’s 
debatable how dry he actually kept her. But 
whatever hairspray she's using, it works 
magnificently not a hair was out of place.

There was no great turnout for Hillary's 
engagement to dedicate a new play area for 
children. Obviously some guests had checked 
the weather forecast and decided Musgrave 
Park on a sodden Wednesday evening held 
limited attractions. Even with Hillary to 
provide a metaphorical ray of sunshine.

Still, the children made her feel wanted, in 

AMERICAN EMBASSY DUBLIN

way Hillary was prepared to be drowned out.

And it won her admirers. One child burst into 
applause rather prematurely since Hillary was 
Still in lull flow but her mother hushed the 
little girl. So instead the child covered her 
head with sheets of paper outlining the First 
Lady's Belfast engagements; obviously she 
didn't feel too confident about the marquee's 
watertight capacity either.

As the rain lashed down, Hillary announced 
she’d be planting some trees. There was a gasp 
of admiration or was that horror, since if she 
went outside we would have to trip after her. 
But the panic subsided when she conducted 
the ceremony on a patch of earth inside the 
tent.
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fact, a group of them ar the front spelled it out 
with gold cards, holding a letter apiece. 
'Welcome, Hillary1 it read. Their initiative or 
at least their teacher's earned them a smile 
from the First Lady plus a photo opportunity.

Watching her leave, one of the Playboard 
workers exclaimed with disappointment. "She 
didn't use our caravan," complained Joanne. It 
seems the American organisers specifically 
requested a caravan laid on furnished with 
flowers, fruit, waler and washroom facilities. 
Play board even went to the trouble of 
providing two types of water, still and 
sparkling.

They weren't to know that water was the last 
thing anyone fancied drinking yesterday 
evening wasn't it running down our necks, 
seeping into our shoes and plastered to our 
heads?

NAOSiS BUSINESS ! WORUD| CUULY *
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Model future: The first Ledy in Belfast yesterday nt the site of the 
environmental play area PlaySpnce

r®

ibW'- xi*1

■L

•• 1
. a

•’?W
'-v'

i SM

J5* i
J -'i;A flk 1

'’*-5

•

.

I W. .
.•

tiB®.. ;.^7.’l
---i

Ki 
K&S



1 Jan ’92 2:13 P.03/15

Telegraph
l

Avoiding

confrontation
□ RUMCREE TALKS: Time for a fresh start
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If the talk* fail, or derisions 
are rescinded, the only 
victors will be the wreckers. 
On both sides, against peace 
and against the ideals of the 
Giard Friday Agreement.
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ill' first glimmerings of 
light arc appearing on 
the Dnimcrvc horizon, 

suggesting that it may be 
possible to avoid another 
disastrous confrontation. 
David Trim hie is meeting 
»u a regular basis with the 
residents of Garvaghy Road 
md now the Orange Order 
.ay lhev have abandoned 
he idea of a iiiaiiiinoth 
fweiflh ilemonstration in 
;’ortadown this year.
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I heie is still a chance that 
he Grand Lodge will decide 
o go ahead with a protest 
hat would bring thousands 
nto the town, but last 
light’s announcement 
jonfirms that there are 
•harp differences of opinion 
in the subject. Many 
•rangemen realise the 
lotential for serious damage 
iot only to the Order but to 
he unionist cause. They 
rant to avoid trouble, in 
In- interests of the public, 
nd they arc not going to 
ontribute to pre-Tweltlh 
cnsions.

encompassing that he could 
not stand aloof. Thereis no 
guarantee that his series of . 
talks, first with dec I rd 
representatives and 
yesterday with the 
residents’ coalition, will 
provide answers, hut his 1 
well-known attention to 
detail is an assurance that 
all aspects of the conflict 
are being examined.
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Ol this is good news for 
hose in fear of another 
ummn of discontent, but 
here are stdl many 
-bstacles to be cleared. The 
•rumcree Issue, which has 
■itted one community 
gainst .-mother, is only a 
ingle aspect of the divisions 
hat continue to threaten 
tie peace process. T’ntil it is 
wed up to hy both sides, 
nd a resohitioo found, 
trosc trying to implement 
II- Good Friday Agreement 
re greatly handicapped, 
irumcrt-e casts n dark 
hadow over the political 
^conciliation that is the 
rimmon goal.
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know what are the 
circumstances In which a 
disciplined, non- 
coufrontatioual walk by 
Portadown Orangemen 
along their traditional 
Garvaghy Road route would 
be permitted. The residents 
can point to provocation 
and violence in past years, 
just as lire Orangemen can 
quote the concessions that 
have already been made, 
but it is time for a fresh 
start. Surely, in the light of 
the new respect that 
politicians are showing for 
each other, the Orange and 
Green can learn to live with 
their differences for one 
Sunday in the year?

As an Orangeman himself, 
Mr Trimble has provided a 
lead that was badly needed. 
Although he has resisted 
direct meetings with the 
Garvaghy Road residents, 
he now accepts that the 
dangers are so great and his 
rcspoiLsihilities as MP and 
First Minister so all-
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Straw to rarw rtie. 
entwine problem of 
children being ab­
ducted abroad —

ChildLine 
conference
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the pain of being 
separated from her 
iiikfien

Onldljnc spokes­
woman Nina Ash- 
worrh said. “Mis 
-Imton ‘tH be talk 
ing abiwrt the press

rs'-uc of childn-rr
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ing problem, along 
ortr mmv others, to 
which a solution 
Miik to be found.”,

lire speech by Mis 
i.linton' represents a 
miller cementing of 
>er nanneisliip wrrh

abd

were abducted to
Germai
father.
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an emotional pica in 
Washington for 
■Htion on me issue

Also attending tire 
Conference wtU be 
Catherine Meyer, 
the wife of "the 
British ambassador 
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HILL/XRY Cinton is due .; today tc 
liighligfit die heaitbnsak of- dnkl atxhx:- 
Ikhi by estranged puinrts at a confttcucc 
diaircd by Cbcnc Blair.
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Mrs Blair on tsuinng 
better protection for 
the world’s children.

Lady Meyer, who 
his seen her two 
sons for just 11 hoinx 
smer 1'tkt when tbev ;5

irry by their 
brought the 

two women together 
Last month for the 
lauiK-h of a pjrnip to 
tackle thrj alxiiiciinn 
issue

The conference, 
winch is sponsored 
by Tlic Express 
newspaper, will also 
look at a series of 
legal difficulties 
faerd by rinkfriiTL

Earficr, Mrs Clin 
ton addressed a tin- 
(inrnci” on bow tn 
help furtlut the role

etn hi-hnd as 
the Vital _____
initiative launched 
last aunimn bv the 
Lust Exh’ and Mo 
Mowhni. v_ ;

Video facilities 
biouitht togi 
mote than Xl)___
gates in Belfast’s 
Spires Centre. Cxaip

■'■ ■ :->



JL Do\
Lr..-’j

JL Downing Street yesterday to 
stamp on any malingering thoughts Desmond
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grounds at present,
Fein can be expec
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Minister well know he is “fully up the Executive and put decwnmis- But. its high-powered expectations 
focused" ' 7 non in g aside. They will be disappoint- are al risk ot over-heating and may, for

ed. IfThe question - for the moment, unan-

Mr Blair says the campaign in
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Poignant^ 
plea from 
Omagh

ous) halt, should Mr Blair not now ultimately cannot Find an answer.
Bui the drawn out argument poses

terday recalled one of the 
most poignant moments 
of her husband's presi­
dency, when he received 
a heart-rending letter 
from a father in the wtke 
of the Omagh bombing.

The father wrote; “We 
have a dream . . that a 
time will come In which 
peopte will not be afraid 
of their neighbours."

Mr* Clinton said It 
made a deep impreMioo 
on her and the President.

Adams to speak Io Mr Blair.
When they came out, they shed little

light on where things go next. ____________________________
More dismally, the Government was as jTiplied by the continuing stand-off

j . a a »  • . . .t . .a ________________ .. °

‘edging" forward. Can this be an setup?

and that’s what the advance on last week’s version of "inch- government, 

iug ahead”?

If there is (rustration inside Number
10, it is not reflected in Mr Blairt atti­
tude. As Mr Adams and the First

u

5
»—I 
(X

> I 50th day of bombing in 
the Kosovo conflict stirred

about the propriety of the war.
More pointedly, Tony Blairt official

spokesman, who earlier this week
briefed reporters at Number 10 from a
train in Brussels, brushed aside Tory
criticism of the conduct of the cam­
paign.

“It was never going to be easy. There
were always going to be difficulties,” he
asserted.

“When there are difficulties, it is a
good thing Io show resolve and deter­
mination, i
Government is going to do.”

In a different context and on a differ­
ent day, the sentiments - almost to the
word - echo Number 10’s official line on
Northern Ireland.

On Ttiesday, the latest episode of the " *““* sioning aside. They will
“In and Out Show” in Downing Street ‘ The question-for the moment, unan- ed-« Mr Blair believes (
brought both David lYimbk and Gerry swered - is whether it will impel Mr $rcat strength of purpose) :hat a can deliver
A Jnrnc tn in Vr nioir BUif to take A decisive Step criiHtwvi wilt from tallrrna th* Mr

In a radio interview this week, UUP
deputy leader John Taylor was asked if,

reduced to saying that the process was £ mea^Liat the Exeait“iveBJanrioPhe ,his *eek’ he suggested that decommis- Ireland, there is a mere compelling

The Ulster saga heeds 

a touch of pragmatism
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“No." he replied, before pointing out to do with "symbolisin” and trust, 
that the Belfast Agreement contains The lack of trust on both sides is a 
provision tor going ahead without Sinn formidable gulf to be crossed, i
Fein. However much the thaw in the UUP-

The Government, of course, slicks to Sinn Fein stand-off deserves support, 
its line that the process must remain the pace of the courtship - let alone the 
“inclusive”, as the SDLP also emphasis- rhetoric - augurs less well for an earty 
es, and that the eventual deal must be resolution.
acceptable to all sides. To say that is not, as the doom mer-

But, if the present stalemate is not to chants conclude, to believe thst the skill 
grind to a sterile (and, possibly, danger- of politics and the art'of pragmatism 
ous) halt, should Mr Blair not now ultimately cannot find an answer, 
engage in some urgent lateral thinking? Bui the drawn out argument poses 

David Bleakley this week argued for the question el whether, on practical 
the need to address a reality, as he sees grounds at present, the UUP and Sinn 
ft: the present climate is not conducive Fein can be expected to share power 
to agreement on four-party Cabinet amicably, while both.seek to out­

manoeuvre the other.
Almost daily, Mr Blair is being asked The fundamental significance of the 

by Sinn Fein to "take the lead" Good Friday Agreement remains a
No doubt to unionists, the exhorts- powerful engine for reform and 

tion means be should flex his muscles, advance.

Blair believes (we are told he now, prove to be beyond what people

solution will emerge from’ talking, the Mr Blair says the campaign in 
reality is that the devolution train is Kosovo will go on "for as long as is nec- 
held up by a major points failure, essary”.

In an German magazine interview Whatever his patience on Northern

sioning had now become an issue more urgency for pragmatism to work.
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Partition is now back in vogue
incidents relatively sucoessnil eaxicracdty wont option If Nato's boarre
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V.’bal wvuld havep
That

scveial of course India was partitioned in costly.

Stevenentirely disappeared into

KING ftjpulatton exchanges, though

Certainly,
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with the exception of notable isolat- Partition’s time has come
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•testant popu- 
partkular, if 
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refer to the foundation of the
Northern Ireland state and to Partiion in Ireland has 
Southern Ireland teasing the UK failed. Certainly a great 
by- stages, but they abjure the word deal of mistrust has built 
Partition. , up between North and

Natiotwlists, by turn, regard South although the ice has melted 
Partition as a great evil a weal somewhat in recent yeara.
across the lace of Lreiand. But for over 40 years - between

To some it is Britain's exclusive about 1915 and 1968 - there was
&uil. The more sophisticated will relative peace in Northern Ireland, 
acknowledge nationairsts’ own rote The South, for al the bitterness 
in entrenching the divtstoo, most engendered by the Qvi War, has by 
especially the part played tn recent turn been a stable, peaceful sodety 
years by violent republicanism.

i preserve a myriad of multi-ethnic
Partition is not unique to Ireland states in the Balkans is pointless and

j • ’ . i■.
Balky now should be directed
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imagining. kept Greek and Turkish Cypriots have followed the wrong policy thus
But Northern Ireland was, by from annihilating each other. far is no excuse for x perpetuating

comparison with the South, liberal Partition is never an ideal solu- our folly
by the standards of the times and tion but it can often be the least

I
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IARITTION is coming back
into fashion even though become of Ireland, and 
nobody in Ireland has a ofher Prwtestant^- 

good word to say for it latkKi in (
It is not that Partition here does Partition had not 

not have its supporters, of course; occurred is anyone's 
they are many in number. Some guess but to imagine that 
unionists fetishise it as if the line on violent ethnic and polia- 
the map was divinely ordained; oth- tai tensions would have 
en regard it as a necessary eviL

The point is Jat the word itself is the ether b probably fan­
ner tn the unionist vocabulary. They dful.

Republicans urge that

— - -  ------------ZV “ ——------- -- —- /g------------------------------------------- ----- -------------1---------------------------------------------------------

Northern Ireland was not a ly recognised but the de facto ere- tuty that they have had in this 
aten of two homogeneous states ~

LC

ed
such as the 1974 Abuses such as they were should be exploits in Yugoslavia have shown
UVP bortibingj attributed to the failure of succes- us anything, if is that people who

sive Stormont administrations to cannot hang together are better 
R Northern modernise ratfier than to Partition hanging apart. Rn the West to try to 
I Ireland was rcla- per se.
| lively peaceful P
| for i

deCades after 1947 with the creation of Muslim
. Partition Pakistan. The border tfeere is towards creating a Serb Federation

demonstrates unquestionablytense but Partition taking in al the Serb lemt ones and
that the violence and the mass exchange of pcpula- a Greater Albania embracing sarhe,
suffered for the lions has left both societies relative- but not all, of Kosovo. •. ; .
last 30 yean was ly stable and Indian democracy s a Papulation exchanges, though
by no means marvel considering the diverse painful in the short-lenn, should i
inevitable, nature of her population. prevent the Balkans having the hold

Partition in Cyprus is not official- on European affairs in the next ocn-

Utopian society. atrcti of two homogeneous states The usual suspects will complain
There were abuses of power has preserved both populations on about the hollow sovereignty of ,

though not on the scale or of the the island. Hukish intervention in states such as FYR Macedonia
systematic nature of some people's 1974 and the UN’s help sinoc has being violated but for the West to
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drown out the noise from the protest­
ers down the way, reminding us how
wonderful it is to live In a democracy.

Then somebody started playing the
bagpipes. But you could still hear the 
protesters. Luckily, the rd/h- stopped
Just in time for the procession, whkh
moved through the college grounds V

a snail’s pace. Members of the univer­
sity and the city council processed
gravely in their colourful robes behind 
the city sword and mace.

The VIPs walked in a small group tations for them.

repreaenrlng the 
Taobeach'a Constituency Office

V- Continued from Page 1 

in line and wait, then the First Lady 
was ushered inside and walked along 
the receiving line like a President at a 
rugby international.

Arranged on a set of steps at the 
top of the halt were the photogra­
phers, who were told not to step out 
of line and not to bump Into the 
piano. They couldn't see very much, 
until Hillary finally walked towards 
them, looking up and into a stained 
glass window.

The photographers lurched for­
ward, but not quickly enough for a 
man from the White House, who 
whipped a blue nylon rope out of his 
briefcase, chucked it to a man on the 
other side, then pulled it taut in front 
of them. He could have been las- 
soolng a steer.

A taxi-driver told us he knew or,e 
of the waitresses working at the event, 
and she had been told not to wear 
black tights or a skirt above the knee. 
"Would have been the other way 
around for Bill!" he chuckled.

The rain belted down before the 
procession from the Quadrangle to 
•he Conferring Hall. The band of the 
Western Command sheltered under a 
chestnut tree and played a Spanish 
Gypsy dance. But they couldn’t
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Honours for First Lady, a 
9‘great natural resource

some distance behind, and behind 
them, looking distinctly undonnisb, 
walked the Secret Service. A man and 
a woman, both with earpieces, chew­
ing gum and in black teacher's gowns. 

Inside, seasoned Hillary watchers, 
people who claimed to have met her 
on lots of occasions, said that she 
wasn’t travelling with such a large 
entourage yesterday. That she wasn’t . 
as perfectly prepared for the occasion 
as she would be normally. For exam- j 
pie. where was the man who goes 
everywhere with her cat tying the box 
containing The Speech?

Perhaps that may be why she 
didn't receive a standing ovation at 
the end of the two ceremonies. Bertie 
Ahern’s partner Ceha Larkin, who j 
was seated in the front row, made an t 
attempt to rise to her feet as the final I 
applause began, but they remained i 

rooted to their seats around her, so | 
she sat down again.

Celia attended officially as the 
“representative from the Taoiseach’s 
constituency office", which would 
have been very handy for anyone 
from- Dublin Central who happened 
to find themselves around carr.puj 

> .yesterday. They could have asked her 
to request the boss to make represen-
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By MARTINA DEVLIN

been fried up a 
black,” remarked

1st engagements; obviously 
didn't feel too confident

her.

•R’-

W1
k v*

k

The First Lady ignored the 
stormy floor-show flapping 
around the marquee and sailed 
through her speech. Admit­
tedly. she pitched her voice a 
little louder than usual — in 
fact she was pructiedly yelling 
above the din from the ele­
ments by the end of it — but 
otherwise she gave her usual 
polished performance.

We seemed in dancer of

Lightning 
ricocheted, 
clamoured 
heavens

• Hillary Clinton and Northern Secretary Mo Mowlam applaud children from crosa-evmmunity schools and groups wbo were in the 
audience during the US First Lady’s first stop at the start of a two-day visit to tile North

scared but she didn't mind.” 
Another group of children were 
speculatiog on what might have 
happened had the lightning 
struck the tent. "We’d all have 

and turned 
_____ , --------------1 one child,
with something approaching 
relish. 'Hillary too.”

It earned him a singularly 
malignant glance from one of 
the Secret Service agents — 
poised to defend their charge 
against assassins, fanatics, luna­
tics and scariest of all, the 
press, but ill-equipped to pro­
tect her from celestial lightning 
bolts.

The best he could do waa 
produce an umbrella, so large it 
would have sheltered a family 
of six and held it over Hillary, 
escorting her to the presidential 
limousine. More than a foot 
taller than her — they're big 
lulls, these Secret Service men. 
all wearing identikit while rain­
coats — it’s debatable how dry 
he actually kept her. But what­
ever hairspray she’s using, it 
works magnificently — not a 
hair was out of place.

There was no great tumour 
for Hillary’s engagement to 
dedicate a new play area for

£
F
I

drowning, caught in the drips 
from a leaky tent, but there was 
no way Hillary was prepared to 
be drowned out-

And it won her admirers. 
One child burst into applause 
— rather prematurely since Hil­
lary was still in full flow — but 
her mother hushed the little 
girl. So instead the child cov­
ered her head with sheets of 
paper outlining the First Lady’s 
Belfast engagements; obviously 
she didn’t feel coo confident 
about the marquee’s watertight 
capacity either.

As the rain lashed down. 
Hillary announced she'd be 
planting some tress. There was 
a gasp of admiration — or was 
that horror, since if she went 
outside we would have to trip 
after her. But the panic sub­
sided when she conducted the 
ceremony on a patch of earth 
inside the tent.

Her composure in the face 
of torrents impressed eight­
year-old Connor McQuoid 
from Dundruru in Co Down. 
“She's cool,” he said approv. 
ingly. “She didn't duck or any­
thing at the thunder. I was a bit

children. Obviously some guests 
had checked the weather fore­
cast and decided Musgrave 
Park on a sodden Wednesday 
evening held limited attractions. 
Even with Hillary to provide a 
metaphorical ray of sunshine.

Still, the children made her 
feel wanted, in fact, a group of 
them at the front spelled it out 
with gold cards, holding a letter 
apiece. 'Welcome, Hillary’ It 
read. Their initiative — or nt 
least their teacher's — earned 
them a smile from the First 
Lady plus a photo opportunity.

Watching her leave, one of 
the Playboard workers 
exclaimed with disappomtment. 
“She didn't use our caravan.” 
complained Joanne. It seems 
the American organisers specifi­
cally requested a caravan laid 
on furnished with flowers, fruit, 
water and washroom facilities. 
Flayboatd even went to the 
trouble of providing two types 
of water, still and sparkling.

They weren't to know that 
water was the last thing anyono 
fancied drinking yesterday eve­
ning — wasn't it running down 
our necks, seeping into our 
shoes and plastered to our 
heads?

and 
parted

$

IT WAS a scene of 
biblical proportions, 

bolts
thunder 

the 
to 

disgorge so much water 
it seemed like The Deluge 
— rhe Sequel.

As competition goes. Hillary 
Clinton had an ocean’s worth 
to contend with the moment 
she opened her mouth to speak 
in Belfast last night. The rain 
was so persistent, if Noah's Ark 
had hoved into view no one 
would have been the least 
surprised.

But was Hillary distracted? 
Did she hesitate? Not a bit of

Eva
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VIP mums
I

for children
T

complete the project. ?

Hillary looks ahead
. *■ "j* ■

ilreil s fiv^-acre play area

ctfildren of Belfast with

provide play areas in all 
26 district council areas.

2 NEWS LETTER. Thursday. May 13. la9f*

Reports: GARY KELLY and EMMA 
FLYNN Pictures: BRIAN LITTLE

not only the Good Friday 
accord but all the work 
since, children are thinjc 
lug as children should • 

Speaking of the bright 
pictures exhibited on a 
display board beside the 
rostrum, she said they 
were a tar cry Irom the

dren of Northern Ire­
land

First stop for the US 
First Lady, who arrived 
in Belfast for a two day 
visit, was a marquee 
erected in Musgrave 
Park to announce plans 
for the development of a 
cross community envi­
ronmental play area.

Speaking at the 
groundbreaking cere­
mony for a new rhll-

to ‘a bright future’ 
rp*1

|HEY may be powerful women 
from very different back­
grounds but US First Lady 

Hillary Clinton and Princess Anne 
share a common interest - making 
the world a better place for chfldren. 

Yesterday, the Princess Royal, pa­
tron of Save the Children FYind, met 
the children of Moira to celebrate the 
opening of a new £1.3million school 
building after the original was dev

ast.ated by a 5001b bomb.
And to symbolise anew, peaceful fu­

ture for Northern Ireland, Princess 
Anne met pupils from St Nicholas Pri­
mary School AidRlass which Is linked 
to Moira through the Education for 
Mutual Understanding programme.

|O the accompani­
ment of thunder 
rolling out of the 

darkest of sides, Hillary 
Clinton spoke of a bright 
new future for the chil-

Meanwhile, the US First Lady met 
children from Cranmore Integrated 
Primary School and the YMCA play 
club at the ceremony of a new envi­
ronmental play area in Musgrave 
Park to be used by children from all 
sections of the community.

Speaking directly to the children, 
Mrs Clinton said that they were the 
inspiration driving those involved to

HILLARY CUNTON 

who had made a model 
of what they would like 
to see included in the 
play area. 

_____ The group included
-.pace is to provide the -10-year-old Fiona Hamill 

___ _C from Newcastle: • Mre 
access to a sale envi- Clinton asked us about 
roninent. it is hoped to the play park and told us 

how she used to make 
mod cis She said she es- 

AfterwardB she spoke pert ally liked the bridge 
to a group of children of peace."

While at Musgrave. 
Mrs Clinton, accompa­
nied by Northern Ire­
land Secretary Mo 
M owtnm. joined chfldrrn 
to plant two trees on the 
new site.

I -ater Mrs Cfininn trav- 
elled to Stormont to 
meet the 14 women 
members of the new 
Northern Ireland assem­
bly including Sinn Bun’s 
minister-in-waitang Buir 
bre de Brun who may be 
the only woman in the 
power-sharing executive

She was then accom­
panied by Lord 
Alderdice around the 
building and went to see 
the Assembly’s debat­
ing chamber.

Mrs Clinton also had a 
private audience with 
the First Minister David 
Trimble his deputy Sea­
mus Mallon and tbeir 
wives.

she praised Northern 
Ireland^ politicians for 
creating l;he conditions 
for peace. .

“Today, because of the 
leadership and progress 
that has brought people 
together from both tra­
ditions and the bard 
work that has gone into 

share vision

disturbing images she 
had seen painted by chil­
dren during the dark 
days of the Troubles. 

“Children are think­
ing as children should 
think. They are drawing 
pictures of a much 
brighter future," she told 
the audience.

The idea behind the . 
play area known as Play- 
Space is to provide the 
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BACK TO SCOOL: First Lady Hillary Clinton meets some of the children from Belfast's Cranmore Integrated School yesterday
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... Hillary Clinton yesterday with President's Prize winners Sister Noreen Christian and Alastair Kilgore, along with Irish News editor Noel Doran, I< 

.etter editor Geoff Martin Picture: Hugh RussM

President’s Prize for workers

cross-

, people 
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News Letter, was launched by
President Clinton during his first 
visit to Northern Ireland in 1995. -------------

The prize recognises those who, the future, 
at grassroots level, have T---------

fARDFD..
d News Letter editor Geoff Martin

- * ------------------

By Rosin Uffindell 
Social Affairs Reporter
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ordinary people doing ordinary 
things."

And he said he was hopeful that 
ways would be lound through the 
existing impasse.

‘At times some of the work is 
harder because, as we gel tn a 
crunch time, people get more 
entrenched. While some move 
forward, others are more 
hesitant.

‘So It’s about respecting those 
hesitancies but not letting these 
hold back the trend.

‘1 am very hopeful that we will 
find out way together and thal we 
wtl) find ways forward."

As their prize, the two winners 
will travel to the US in September 
for a series of engagements and 
visits over a two-week period

TWO pioneers of 
community work were awarded 
the President's Prize yesterday by 
First Lady Hillary Clinton in 
recognition of their efforts to 
build peace and’reconciliation.

Sister Noreen Christian, a 
leading figure in the. Currach and 
Forthspring initiatives straddling 
the west Belfast interface, and 
Alastair Kilgore, a worker at 
Corrymeela lor 25 years, were 
each presented with the gift of a 
travel programme to the US

The President's Prize, a joint

r

dedicated themselves to 
improving the quality of life of 
their own community and who 
have also contributed In some 
way to developing cross­
community links.

Noel Doran, editor of the Irish 
Nettis, said: ‘1 am delighted that 
through the President's Prize we 
have been able to recognise two 
individuals who have made a 
notable contribution to the cause 
of peace and reconciliation."

Sr Noreen, of the Dominican 
Order and who has also been 
awarded an MBE (or her services 
to community relations, said the 
award was an affirmation of the 

initiative by f/ie Irish News and the work being done by many people 
at an Interface level.

And she said she was confident 
about the prospects of peace (or

t * "dr
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dramatically reduced but the com muni I les have made in the
effect on those fears and tensions Northern Ireland situation, 
are still very much deep In our ■ “This also endorses the place of 
psyche," she said.

“We still need to be encouraged
to take risks and tn work together
to build things together rather
than separately.

‘There are lots of question
marks about the future but 1 do
feel the will and the capacity is
there.”

Mr Kilgore, now employed as a
community support worker with
Corrymeela after years devoting
his spare time on a voluntary
basis to the community, said the
award was more than a personal
endorsement.

*lt Is significant that two 
communities have been awarded
this.” he said.

'It is a mark ot the contribution
that cross community
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By NOEL.SMITH

HILLARY Clinton left a powerful 
impression on more than 1,000 invited 
guests yesterday during her brief visit 
which was hailed as ’’truly historic" by 
the President of the National University 
of Ireland, Galway.

Mrs Clinton appeared to be in relaxed 
and chatty mood as she donned the 
academic lobes to be conferred with a 
Doctorate in Laws by the university.

Officials said later that Mrs Clinton, 
who received several presentations to 
mark the visit, was "very deeply 
moved" by the warmth of the reception.

It was her wide-ranging, 30 minute 
address in the large, red-carpctcd and 
historic quadrangle of the university 
that really gripped the audience and led

-"Online

LIS First I.udy Hilhiry Clinton listening to 
the proceedings yesterday after she received 
the Freedom of Gnlwuy City and collected 

an Honorary Degree from the National 
University of Ireland, Galway

Message of hope 
on the path to 
peace
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to rapturous applause.

She told people always to have hope in 
the search for permanent peace and she 
paid public tribute to the progress 
already achieved.

Shortly afterwards, after being 
conferred with the Freedom of the City 
by Mayor Angela Lynch-Lupton, Mrs 
Cl inton spoke of how much she would 
like to return with husband Bill and 
daughter Chelsea. Chelsea, she said, 
had "fallen in love" with the west of 
Ireland and its people. The golf would 
be a magical attraction for Bill and she 
herself was overcome by the welcome 
of the people.

Anti-Nato protestors were kept well 
away from the First Lady who had 
travelled by motorcade from her 
overnight stay at Glenlo Abbey hotel, 
Bushypark to the university.

The protest was organised by the 
Galway-based "No to War Campaign’ 
and the Socialist Workers Party but was 
kept some 500 yards away from the 
First Lady.

However, anti-war chants, including 
"Stop the Bombing" and "No 

Welcome tor Hillary Clinton", could be 
heard in the distance as the motorcade 
arrived.

In receiving what is the city’s top civic 
honour, the First Lady joined a 
glittering list of dignitaries previously 
honoured, including past US presidents 
John F Kennedy and Ronald Reagan, 
Pope John Paul II and former Irish 
presidents Douglas Hyde and Eamon de 
Valera.

Clearly delighted with the honour, Mrs 
Clinton said she was "extraordinarily 
pleased" to receive the prestigious 
award and joked in signing the honours 
list she couldn't help but notice (hat she 
was in the company of many 
"distinguished gentlemen".

I DAILY
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Actually, by the time Hillary left the 
City of the Tribes, she had also taken

Radiant and confident... US First Lady
Hillary Clinton pictured in Galway 

yesterday where she received an Honorary 
Doctorate from the National University of 

Ireland

I It
pritJjt hHlepcttih'ttl
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First Lady shines 
as plaudits, and 
rain, pour down

V '

•'Ki'/

By MIRIAM 1 ORD

1 JILL ARY Rodham Clinton was out on 
her own yesterday.

And as you can see, she was very happy 
to get out of the 1 louse.

In the parlance of the Flood Tribunal, 
all the signs were that I iillary was on 
a frolic”, and doing very nicely, thank 
you. This sort of thing could give a First 
Lady ideas.

Her husband Bill may still be Leader of 
the Free World, but yesterday, Mrs
Clinton captured an entire city. First she 
takes Galway, then she takes Manhattan 
... she should be in the Senate in no 
time.
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Wherever the unaccompanied Hillary 
goes these days, she is chapeioned by 
an unstated empathy from the people 
who watch and listen to her.
Speculation and unasked questions are 
permanent companions. When she 
speaks, everyone searches between the 
lines for signals.

Tn Galway University, the City Fathers 
honoured Hillary Clinton as First Lady 
of the United States.

But the academics, while 
acknowledging her official position in 
America, seemed more concerned with 
Hillary Clinton the remarkable and 
worthy" intellectual, lawyer, champion 
of women and children's rights, and a 
'great natural resource".

Then there was the way she looked. 
Strained and tired, said some. Radiant 
and confident, said others. More signals 
and signs there, and plenty of 
opportunities to scrutinise and 
empathise. Some even thought she 
dropped hints about her intention of 
running for the US Senate.

Mrs Clinton, having overnighted in 
Glenlo Abbey, first met a number of 
students and lecturers in the freshly 
painted Aula Maxima Hall.

Assembled guests were marched in and 
told to stand in line and wait, then the 
First Lady was ushered inside and 
walked along the receiving line like a 
President at a rugby international.

Arranged on a set of steps at the top of

AMERICAN EMBASSY DUBLIN FAX NO. 353 1 6670056 

two calfskin vellum scrolls, another 
Honorary Doctorate to add to her 
swelling collection, sundry pieces of 
bog oak, one engraved crystal platter 
and a special sculpture called Twin
Spires. From the distance, it looked like 
a genetically-modified cow with about 
eight legs.

At this rale, the Clintons must have 
amassed enough parchment from Irish 
cities to wallpaper the Oval Office 
corridor and enough oak to soundproof
it.
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walked towards them, looking up and

AMERICAN EMBASSY DUBLIN FAX NO. 353 I 6670056 

the hall were the photographers, who 
were told not to step out of line and not 
to bump into the piano. They couldn't 
sec very much, until FHilary finally 
walked towards them, looking up and 
into a stained glass window.

I he photographers lurched forward, but 
not quickly enough for a man from the 
White I louse, who whipped a blue 
nylon rope out of his briefcase, chucked 
it to a man on the other side, then pulled 
it taut in front of them. He could have 
been lassooing a steer.

A taxi-driver told us he knew one of the 
waitresses working at the event, and she 
had been told not to wear black tights or 
a skirt above the knee. "Would have 
been the other way around for Bill!" he 
chuckled.

I he rain belted down before the 
procession from the Quadrangle to the 
Conferring Hall. The band of the
Western Command sheltered under a 
chestnut tree and played a Spanish
Gypsy dance. But they couldn't drown 
out the noise from the protesters down 
the way, reminding us how wonderful it 
is to live in a democracy.

Then somebody started playing the 
bagpipes. But you could still hear the 
protesters. Luckily, the rain stopped just 
in time for the procession, which moved 
through the college grounds at a snail's
pace. Members of the university and the 
city council processed gravely in their 
colourful robes behind the city sword 
and mace.

The VIPs walked in a small group some 
distance behind, and behind them, 
looking distinctly undounish, walked 
the Secret Service. A man and a 
woman, both with earpieces, chewing 
gum and in black teacher's gowns.

Inside, seasoned Hillary watchers, 
people who claimed to have met her on 
lots of occasions, said that she wasn’t 
travelling with such a large entourage 
yesterday. 1 hat she wasn’t as perfectly 
prepared for the occasion as she would 
be normally. For example, where was 
the man who goes everywhere with her
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carrying the box containing The 
Speech?

Perhaps that may be why she didn't 
receive a standing ovation at the end of 
the two ceremonies. Bertie Ahern's 
partner Celia T.arkin, who was seated in 
the front row, made an attempt to rise to 
her feet as the final applause began, but 
they remained rooted to their seats 
around her, so she sat down again.

Celia attended officially as the 
’"representative from the Taoiseach's 
constituency office", which would have 
been very handy for anyone from 
Dublin Central who happened to find 
themselves around campus yesterday. 
They could have asked her to request 
the boss to make representations for 
them.
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Tune in to kids, 
Mrs. Clinton urges

LONDON—Modem society 
has come a long way in car­
ing for children, but it must 
do a better job of listening to 
young people. First Lady Hill­
ary Rodham Clinton said 
Thursday.

Citing last month’s school 
shootings in Littleton, Colo.. 
Clinton said that everything 
society does pales in compari­
son to keeping children safe.

"There may be no easy 
answers, there may be no sin­
gle solution; we’re well aware 
of that,” she said at a confer­
ence called "Hearing Chil­
dren’s Voices” in London. 
“But we have a responsibility 
to listen to young people, to 
change attitudes and to offer 
a helping hand.”

After the conference, Clin­
ton and her British counter­
part, Cherie Blair, met with a 
family of three generations 
who had fled Kosovo.

Later, Clinton flew to Italy.
She is en route to Mace­

donia. where she is to tour 
camps of refugees from Kos-
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eomruitnieit to ttie peace
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<\>ntre - X-<1 ticther SJC thniutt s presence at tie
wtw jciried toy video nk ^iterence had raised the
Item Crd.«a»'.a, terry aad pclie WOnar.'s
Cavan - that peace was p^rj^uon in democrarv.
aim taking risks, maksig Mrs pWcA feft tne 
r <.:prnibses ind -novfctg conierenf betjre lundt to 
'orwd. fly to Ivondixs where lost

Siu praised polllesiu -j^t she met Kosovan 
Oawd Trmb;e and Seacmis n:fu^Cs with Cbeie flialr 
Mallon, wtc Loth spoke at (e G( Britain'* ortone 
the even: *m! .Secretary d
State Mo Mnwlam, wtto sent
her .tpoktfv, kr not
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Mrs Clinton pledged 
Awertca’s conlinued 
snppixt Icr the peace 
process.

“We will stand with yea We 
will stand with ah wire take 
risks for peace.

“We will stand with all who 
are interested in building 
.ipportmta inc «crepijng 
responsibility lor the futice." 

Among ft* guests at the 
Spires Centre
sponsored by the Norther i 
Irehnd Vbljntary Trust, were 
SCtP eader John Hume, his 
wils Pit and Bellast Lari 
Mayor IwHAldcriirt

First Minister David 
ThuUe praiswl Mrs Clinton 
and ihe Vital VWces project 
lor helpir.g provide 
resources «! parbirships 

to hrtnerke role o( women 
he said the ’cuurige Mid 

oHiuoitmeut* a! Northern 
Irish wisneti hod dmte much 
to -nanila.l the tobcK of 
cMc society through the 
wny rlaA days of the as! *> 

years’.

HILARY Clinton spoke out 
yesterday igauisl the kiers 
id Lurgaii solicitor Rosemary 

Nekstui
The IJ5 first lady slid the 

murder was an attack not 
Just on an indtvldnal but oti 
the rule oilaward Use peace 
process iiKul.

Speaking in Bekast al the 
Vital Vfices coufercnce 
pomoUiig the role cl •women 
in deiTMKracy, she said the 
murderers must not be 
illuww! to succeed In their 
nid to detail 'be peace 
process. They must be 
Iwrnigl'i to Justice, she said. 

"Her murder must be tlie 
liiial rebuke lor all who 
wixtld try to destroy tne 
pcece prwiss." me said.

Mrs Oititon, i lawyer 
rxsscIL made the speech the 
nay alter Ulster Unionist 
security spotortnuao Ke". 
Maginnis stood by 

(.cimneits 
aUeging lha Rosemsry 
Neisvii wes "al worst. 
syugHllidk'tu the IRA.

Mrs Olntcii told^ Wrt • 1Kse(r.))|y memoer
ddegucs in th: b.^es Bf.fl ?iCdggrs Jijd Mrs 
'I.-::: --“i ■‘"G ftaiiuns pres>*nce at tie

(rem Crapvui, terry and

r
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Reba) family to tn Downing Street Eartier. Mrs Blair and Mrs Clinton attended a legal conference in London at which they issued a rallying call for the rights of children around the world
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Quiet heroes 1
1

epitomise

I..-

Ing hi Africa a continent where prob- 
or poverty, pestilence and war make

1
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ww«. ui myinij me tounaatt 
the peace process was bulit.

-c

s.

Mrs Clinton after the \1lat 
Voices conference tn the Spires 
Centre, nre Moreen Christian 
and Alistair Kilgore.

Founder-member of Cor- 
nerstnne Coinnienily, Moreen 
Christian is a Roman Catholic 
nun who works with people on 
both sides of the peace-lire in 
west Belfast. She is active with 
the Forthspring initiative 
which brings Roman Catholics

■
Ji

r

f

Champions of peace honoured
VS First Lady Hillary Clinton 
yesterday joir.td with the ed-

I

and Protestants together at the 
Methodist churcll on Hie 
Springfield Road

After taking early retire­
ment from Ashfiel J Boys Sec­
or tian Sch-wl in Be.fast In 
1997, Alistair Kilgore took up 

‘.he post of Deputy Director of 
’.he cross-community Cor- 
rymeela Centre in Ballycastle, 
where he has been a volunteer 
for the past 25 years

Itors of the News Leiter and 
Irish Nev. s to hcr.our the two 
latest recipients of the Presi­
dent’s Priie.

The prize is a project set up 
by both newspapers during 
President Clintcu’s first visit to 
Belfast in 1995 Io promote 
doser conununily relations.

The two winners, who met 
I

The award was established by the News 
..at.er and Irish News following the pea^e "
poJ he.d by the two newspapers in 1993. . ’ 
Nowadays the task of re mr.cillation is not

i? i our very best J

Is good in our at times bitterly di-

■ t

:-v

’l

K

I nearly as daunting as it was in the worst 
days of the troubles, but It remains ~—

j

_ ui me .rouoies, our it remains an es- 
-I senna, requl-ecient .'cr the creation of i 

new society in which people cm participate 
and prosper regardiesi o( tradition or 

y creed.

“ I. ■■•JCT

■I £>

Those who, al grassroots level, have led- 
cated themselves during the darkest days 
to Improving the quality of Ufe in their own 
communities and across the divide, suc­
ceeded in laying the tc undations on which 
T A A A A ** ™ —. — — . * *• .

Ncween. Christian and Alautair Kilgore are :> 
outs.uidinz examples cf how ordinary pec- i 
pie car. change things :or ‘he belter We 

;:l should ah be proud at them, arid al! oth- , ' 
ers like them

HOMOUd: HWary Clinton w«h Pr»t/<itnft Pritt winners Norean Christian ard Alittalr Kiigort, Irish 
News ad/lor Noal Doran, laff, end News Laltar editor Seoff Marfin, right Ptttura: Bab Hamlitcn

■

I

vided society.
Former Domlrdcan nun Noreen Christ- 

Un and Corryrr.eela Community officer 
Alastair Kilgore hah from very different 
backgrounds but the work they d j is mo­
tivated by the same passionate desire to 
build bridges of reconciliation.

Colneldenlally, both have experience cf 
working in Africa a continent where prob- 
lems of poverty, pestileoce and war make 
our own diffleultles seem miniscule ui 
comparison. Perhaps that is why they re- 

4 .arned dete.-.TJned to lielp heal divts’jor.s 
:n a country which m other ways has so 

4 , much going for ft.
« The award was e

1'v?*.

..

vZ
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make peace real in their lives "
Shv stud Hint the wnrtc nr Vi­

tal Voices wilt part of a global 
nemocrdLi nwvciutw that wax 
giving women the opportunity 
to shape their own destinies.

Before an audience that in­
cluded First Minister David 
Irtrnble. Deputy First Minister 
Seamus Mallon and SD1.P 
leader John Hume, the First 
Lady said she knew how hard 
they were working to bring 
the institutions of the fledgling

W.;'

rjipprmnManct-utiiiikiiiK fhe Vi Her words <>1 approval wen1
lalVuicrsconfetence uas warmlv rewluisccnt ortlic praise heaped

A

Assembly to life
Tlic eonfeicnuc. whle.li l ook 

plate at the hrsrfqimrtcr.s nt 
the Finjibyteruui L'h’.ireh in 
Fisherwtck Flace. included a 
video link up to women in­
volved in the Vital Voices pro­
ject in Craigavon. Londonderry 
and Cavan.

In his speech. Mr Trimble 
told Mrs Clinton that his hope 
was that, when they rnet again, 
the Assembly would be up and 
r inning.

si

r

x

1 -3drl ‘9?

yefs a 
warm 
He/rasr 
wvlcomv

'f

High praise for Pamela
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VAMtslxA uiilienune is the latest " I h.it voice is absolutely wou- 
HTV personality to grab the. at- dertul. We hope we can borrmv

IIIM 1 • j _ _

Referring to the delay in the 
move to a Northern Ireland ev. 
ecutivc. hr sulci "It Is 8 deep 
source of frusti ntion not to be 
able to get on with the job. I tn 
determined that wr will soon­
er rather than later achieve de- 
volution as a means to 
empi iwer the whole of the corn 
munity.

Taking up the theme of the 
deadlock in the political 
process. Mr Mallon .said that 
was important to move to a 

___.politics that goes beyond Bsc
t.ion.ilism towards inclusion 

■■We must remember Mint 
the pence process doesn't be 
long to a small group of poll! 
icalleadersor Governments, it 
belongs to the massive rna- 
jorities that voted lor it. in the 
island of Ireland, north ami 
south."

Before leaving, Mrs Clinton 
said: "1 look forward to moifj 
opportunities to return and 
also to host and welcome you 
to the tTnited States

Outside, meanwhile, a small 
but vocal group wag actl■
a -viral voice" of protest aguinrt 
the NATO bombing of Serbia. 

Barbara Muldoon, <if t he So­
cialist Workers' Party and the 
No tn War Campaign Is an :U 
dent feminist who believes <n 
the promotion of women's 
rights

She said- "I appreciate the 
sincere attempts of people: m 
Northern Treltmd in the search 
for peace But there is very lit 
tie sincerity about a woman, 
who comes over talking about 
peace but. ir. part of an admin­
istration I htii has Killed iiuro- 
cent .Si'Ch Cl'. Ilians.’

AMERICA'S First Lady Hillary 
Clinton chose a cunt'ci nice on 
the empowerment of women to 
launch a blistering attack on 
the murderers of Lurgnn so­
licitor Rosemary Nelson.

Speaking before 100 women 
and a sprinkling of men at the 
Vital Voices conference in cen­
tral Belfast yesterday she said 
that the murder was an attack 
on the rule of law and a blatant 
attempt to derail the peace 
process.

"It is important that her 
killers must not be allowed to 
succeed - they must be 
brought to justice." she said.

Mrs Clinton, who praised 
the efforts of Northern ire 
land is polltkal leuders to ce 
ment the peace process, said 
that, the people involved m 
the Vital Voices pi oject showed 
that the forces for justice and 
empowerment were stronger 
than ever.

"Vital voices is port of a larg­
er effort that I have been priv­
ileged to view. ..the woy that 

Vjeople have pulled together to

1
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PAMELA BalleiUine is the latest “ That voice is absolutely
1LT*\/■ lllar-i. i.noKf t aw •» lx. 4 Ka -»♦ _ I ••■-v _____ ■_ .

teations of a. top Amerii an. ISuncla and her Skills again." she
I. For the TV presenters bravu- gushed.

ra performance iii liiikine Hie Vi Her words <>l approval were 
, t=! yuicrxcsnSscJice was warmly iri.uuni. ni <>c ill.- p™m- lu-.iped

paused hy Hilary Chuton who on I TV colleague Kate Smith hy 
- hinted that the Itlute House actorTwCrmsr. who compared

. V ; might have some use for her pul her hlue eyes to i-aur Newman's.
\ / ished l ister tom s. Said Pana lx HartugonJv.ms!

z. < rhe First Ladv thanked thr met Mrs Clinton vrn- bnetlv be-
/MMFLZin/ r r-NTiMF .b",shi?« Joc «««’^ »•' Turcband. it was a very nice ges-

..uo.tuintast.epib'. _______
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HILLARY CLINTON'S visit to BelFast on Thursday to 
address the Vital Voices conference revealed another 
force in Northern Ireland politics which is growing in 
potency and is not yer being sufficiently recognised.

The womens' moveincinhas its well known champions 
in politics like Monica McWilliams but its influence goes 
much deeper. In many ways, women have been the 
secret weapon of the peace process

Amongst women there is 
belief in peace

Partly this was because of a t historical dependence on 
the ntline party, which equally let down the Protestant 
woriting class. There was too, something of a religious 
basis Community was somethin'’ which came more 
easily out of the Catholic tradition: Protestantism tended 
to stand for persona! responsibility, individualism and 
self reliance One was warm and wooly and imprecise 
about relationships, the other clear and sharp and 
unambiguous. Whatever about that, community 
development is now taking place in protestant areas too 
and is the stuff which sustains the smaller loyalist parties

It took root first in the nationalist communities partly to 
compensate for the services which government agencies 
were withholding or providing on an unsatisfactory 
basis, partly as an expression of solidarity, and partly as 
3 means of building self confidence and leadership 
among communities which were demoralised, 
disadvantaged or dissoltrtroned

The result has been the growth of a community 
sub-structure of great strength and tenacity which 
underpins political activity in the north Interestingly 
enough, the movement was much slower to take off in 
Protestant areas

^■rea
MORTQVGFS&
M'MSIONS

It was mothers w ho intervened to prevent their sons 
dying, who blunted the edge of the hunger strike as a 
weapon of protest It was women too who suffered while 
their husbands ami sons were killed or imprisoned who 
decided that enough was enough and began to exert the 
sort of pressure in the areas in which the paramilitaries 
were based which pushed them, on both sides, towards a 
peaceful resolution of political problems.

It was women too who were concerned about the bread 
and butter issues, about health and housing and social 
disadvantage, about training and jobs for their kids and a 
chance for themselves to escape from the traps which 
gender, family, and a male dmninated culture had placed 
them in. The womens movement in Northern Ireland is 
more strongly characterised by these pragmatic issues 
than by feminist theology. 1 hey have come from 
community groups and from community development 
rather than from any theoretical position and they have 
found their voice. In the evidence of the Vital Voices 
conference it is an increasingly confident and assertive 
one, and one that must certainly be a force in politics 
before long, particularly' at a local level. Community 
development in Northern Ireland was a creature of the 
troubles



17 MAY 99 HON 11:06 P. 27/29

areas

wasmuch more advanced in naiionnlist areas'

This

Reconciliation have made a major impact.

'JpP30’. not necessarily in a single party, but through all

Blood and Geraldine O-Regan. Geraldine McAteer and

,T . " nidi umi It oeei) ICH Ia tllese women
Inc business might well have been finished by now. As it

incapable of making the final gesture or sayinn the

I

cannot only nor stomach, it cannot imagine a return to

public and speak of each other with due restraint

not

r
'oy2rcSatc D' umcrec this year, r.nd the likelihood that ■S

closely together w ithout activelj touching Of alHhe
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varvaghy Rond residents gives some hope of relief, if

fh'*F^Ck?Oral.f’LQC”S •'l,Cy d!d ,wwev«’ perform a 

, tr - r f,. v flltlMLllial
strength m mediating between the parties, in softening

The women’s movement

too about getting on with it.

AHERICAN EHBASSY DUBLIN
Kon!’f-.ni Ireland, the doetti,

It was revealed at the conference that over 1,000 grants 
had been made to women’s group which had moved 
uiem from lea and social ch its to grappling with social 

-----pwjvzimi uLtCivpiiiqiiaiid
leadership, io courses in entrepreneurship and local

FAX NO. 353 1 6670056 

community, if not their

Whatever else has emerged, there is the vrowina 
involvement of women in community activities^ 
was a slow development at first, but is asinine 
momentum as women gain confidence.' Many of the 
t~I;V?iC^,n?|,LSS 'VVfe suPP°rrec1 b> charities like the 
Ireland Fund but recently dispersement of non chantable

had been made to women’s group which had’

. . ■ —o* wiin socialand econontrc issues, to personal development and 
leadership, m courses in entrepreneurship and local 
development, to training and tom ism and computers and 
further education. One got the sense of an armv on the 
move which would soon begin to make an electoral 
impact not necessarily in a single party, but through all 
the political parties (apart perhaps from the more 
chauvinistic elements on the unionist right). Gcor>e 
Mitchell m his account of pence making in Northern

AHERICAN EHBASSY DUBLIN

t,lcir?J'e in ll,v H not tnetr
whv dw J Tr hA ‘■CCLntI sll, Vt;y intended to find out 
why there was a dtspanty m grants from European Peace 

found tha?it s^direX rcl^^mThe number of1'

money by the international fund for Ireland and the 
European Unton Programme for Peace and

THE CONTINUED sectarian attacks on Catholic houses 
and workplaces is a worry On (he other hand, the 
d,SC.U^SLOnn?',yid Tr.il,lbk'is enga :cd in with the

yet of an ending of the dreary Drurneree saga So too 
does rhe withdrawal of pickets from I la: iwille Church 
and the decision of the Orange Order more widely not to 
congregate at Drumcree this year, r.nd the likelihood that 
he Lister Unmmst Party will shortly break its formal 

±k. .......

While there is disappoint meat and dismay at the failure 
to complete the agreement lhere is no sense that this will 
not happen eventually The general feeling is of a system 
winch might stall but which is irreversible. The public 
cannot only nor stomach, it cannot imagine a return to 
war. I he lact that unionists and Sinn Fem are talking is 
seen as a plus, that they arc not slanging each other m

could tench them a thing or

analysis

I® .. Z ba:ed. adn11 S'ration The women’ .

*’s_a.slow devc|op'i>ent at first, but is gaining

Ireland paid tribute to the small women’s representation 
which had gamed entry to the forum through a slwhtly 
skewed electoral process. They did however perform a 
function out of nil proportion to their representational 
Strength in mediating betw een the parties, in softening 
the edge of confiict. and in general pushing the 
traditional parties away from romanticism and ideology 
to the practicalities of daily life

Women like Monica McWilliam. Pearl Sipnr. May 
Blood and Geraldine O’Rcgan, Geraldine McAleer and 
Broa Hynes, are the surest guarantee that the society will 
not go into reverse that peace in the end will prevail.

One has to think too that had it been left to these----------

is, it is slower than most of the public cleat ly'wmiId 
prefer Ro(h unionists and republicans seem ro have 
frozen on rhe hst hurdle. Everyone accepts that the 
outcome is tantalisingly close but republicans seem 
incapable of making rhe final gesture or saying the 
necessary words which will reassure unionists and 
unionists arc unable to move without a clear and visible 
sign that arms are being pm out of use. which the others 
seem increasingly incapable of making. At least however 
the atmosphere has improved and the body language. 
While there is disappointment and dismay ar the failure 
to complete the agreement Ih.-re is no sense that this will

igned by Tiinityjrommcree 
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Hillary
Clinton
set to 
visit 
refugees

/

By Deborah McGregor 
hi Washington

But her high-octane travel 
schedule, which has 
included numerous speaking 
engagements in that state, 
has fuelled the notion that 
she is seriously considering 
running.

Some analysts have 
suggested that the Kosovo 
situation may present diffi­
culties for the First Lady, 
because it could appear inap­
propriate for her to enter a 
full-blown political campaign 
effort while the nation is at 

war.
If she were to launch a 

Senate bid. she would also 
be battling the "carpet bag­
ger” label, since she hails 
not from New York but from 
Illinois.

Recent opinion polls sug­
gest Mrs Clinton’s earlier 
lead over her opponents has 
essentially evaporated.

Mrs Clinton plans to stop 
in London before heading to 
Macedonia.
• Tony Blair, the prime 
minister. Is expected to 
pledge his support next week 
for Bulgaria to make an 
early start in negotiations to 
join the European Union - 
matching a similar promise 
made to Romania.

He will visit Albania and 
Bulgaria to review the refu­
gee situation and meet politi­
cal leaders.

A government official said 
the prime minister been 
impressed by the great 
strides the Bulgarian govern­
ment had made to reform its 
political and economic insti 
tutions, and the solidarity It 
has shown with Nato.

When First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton visits refu­
gee camps in Macedonia 
tomorrow, her official mis­
sion will be to convey a mes­
sage of compassion from her 
husband and all Americans 
to the displaced Kosovars.

But Mrs Clinton, who has 
been waiting weeks for the 
right moment to visit the 
Balkan refugees, will also be 
delivering her own messages 
of hope and encouragement 
based on recent meetings 
with more than a dozen 
heads of US aid foundations 
to discuss ways to provide 
relief to Kosovo’s ethnic 
Albanians.

President Bill Clinton said 
his wife’s mission would be 
"to clarify our compassion 
and concern for the predomi­
nantly Moslem Kosovar 
Albanians who’ve been 
driven from their homes and 
seen their loved ones mur­
dered”.

Mr Clinton recently visited 
refugees in Germany.

Aides to Mrs Clinton said 
the First Lady had been 
eager to visit the refugees 
but had been looking for the 
right moment to do so. Many 
US celebrities and politicians 
have paid high-profile visits 
to the refugee camps in 
recent weeks.

Her visit will also serve as 
a sign that Mr Clinton 
remains unswervingly com­
mitted to continuing the air 
war until Slobodan Milos­
evic. the Yugoslav president, 
agrees to Nato’s demands.

Mrs Clinton’s visit comes 
at a time when- speculation 
about her political ambitions 
continues to run high. She 
has yet to decide if she will 
be a candidate for the US 
Senate, representing New 
York.
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said Milihate Pronaj, 19.
I 1

PM-Macedonia Hillary Clinton, 1st Ld-Writethru, a0525,0469
First lady arrives Macedonia to tour refugee camps
Eds: LEADS thruout to UPDATE with Clinton arriving in camps, color, quotes. 

No pickup.
With PM-Yugoslavia-Kosovo, Bjt
AP Photos planned
By MELISSA EDDY= Associated Press Writer=

SKOPJE Macedonia (AP) First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton toured 
a refugee camp today housing thousands of ethnic Albanians and met with 
Macedonian leaders trying to cope with the difficulties created by the Kosovo 
crisis.

Hundreds of refugee children, smiling and waving, crowded the fence at the 
Stenkovec I camp as the first lady entered the tent city, accompanied by U.S. 
Ambassador Christopher Hill and his wife.

One 11-year-old boy, Fatos Rexhep, walked up to her and presented her with 
a UNICEF cap. Later, the boy told reporters he had been at the camp for two 
weeks after Serb police drove his family from Kosovo, telling his father they 
would kill his children if they did not leave.

The boy said his father died of a heart attack en route to safety in 
Macedonia.

In remarks to aid workers, Mrs. Clinton told them that the United States 
would not abandon its efforts to get the refugees home.

NATO launched airstrikes on Yugoslavia March 24 to force Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic to accept a peace plan for Kosovo, a province in 
southern Yugoslavia.

The alliance is demanding not only a total withdrawal of Milosevic's 
forces from Kosovo and the return of refugees but the deployment of an 
international peacekeeping force, a big sticking point in diplomatic 
negotiations that include Russia.

"I want to send a message to the refugees that we do not intend to let 
the evil which Milosevic perpetrated against these people keep them away from 
their homeland and their homes,'' Mrs. Clinton said. "That is a very basic, 
fundamental commitment that is shared not only by those in the U.S. who are 
committed to this effort but our allies as well.''

There are also signs of growing tensions in the overcrowded tent city. On 
Monday, refugees staged a mass protest complaining about poor conditions and 
alleged harassment by Macedonian police officers.

President Clinton has said his wife's mission is "to clarify our 
compassion and concern for the predominantly Muslim Kosovar Albanians who've 
been driven out of their homes.’’

Mrs. Clinton flew here after visiting Belfast, Northern Ireland, and 
London, where she addressed a children's rights conference.

Mrs. Clinton will return to Washington from Macedonia.
Albana Pireva, 18, said the trip "shows she cares and wants to know about 

the way we live.''
''We are glad she's coming to visit,

expecting her to tell us something new, something for our future.
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more than 230,000 refugees in nine overcrowded camps. More on 
the Balkans in Nation/World, 10A.
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■ First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton shakes hands with U.S. officers 
from the NATO forces deployed in Macedonia today upon her arrival 
at Skopje Airport. She Is expected to visit the Stenkovec camp to see 
firsthand the challenges facing Macedonia, which currently has
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062MAY14 UNCLAS 2M FYROM: Hillary Clinton Arrives in Skopje, Heads to 
Refugee Camp AU1405084199 Paris AFP (North European Service) in English 0834 
GMT 14 May 99

[FBIS Transcribed Text] SKOPJE, May 14 (AFP) --US First Lady Hillary 
Clinton arrived in Macedonia Friday for a one-day visit during which she will 
meet with Kosovo Albanian refugees at the Brazda refugee camp, also known as 
Stenkovec One, officials said.

Clinton, arriving in the morning from Naples where she made a brief 
stopover Thursday evening, was greeted at Skopje airport by the wife of 
President Kiro Gligorov, Nada, and Deputy Foreign Minister Boris Trazhkovski.

She was expected to go directly to the Brazda camp before meeting with 
Macedonian leaders.

The tent city, erected by British NATO troops around a small airport just 
north of Skopje, now hosts 18,700 refugees, according to an estimate Thursday 
from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UNHCR) .

The First Lady will then go to the residence of US ambassador Christopher 
Hill to meet Macedonian relief organizations and Prime Minister Ljubco 
Georgievski.

She will also meet with President Kiro Gligorov at his residence, before 
returning to Washington.

"The purpose of Mrs Clinton's visit is to express appreciation and strong 
support for Macedonia and its efforts to provide for the hundreds of thousands 
of Kosovar refugees here," the US embassy in Skopje said Thursday.

Separately, President Bill Clinton, in a telephone conversation with Prime 
Minister Ljubco Georgievski on Thursday, promised to work for an increase in 
US aid for Macedonia, Georgievski's office said.

Clinton voiced support for Macedonia's work to shelter Kosovo refugees and 
said he would shortly propose a bill to Congress to boost the aid level.

The United States will do "everything it can for Macedonia to gain 
financial support," he was quoted as saying.

Macedonia has criticised NATO and EU nations for not doing more to help it 
cope with the sudden influx of Kosovo Albanian refugees that followed the 
March 24 start of NATO air strikes on Yugoslavia.

The economy of this landlocked former Yugoslav republic of 2.2 million has 
been crippled by the Kosovo conflict, and there are fears its delicate ethnic 
mix of Macedonians, Albanians, Serbs, Bulgarians, Greeks and others will be 
upset if the refugees stay too long.

[Description of Source: AFP (North European Service): North European
Service of the independent French press agency Agence France-Presse]

COPYING AND DISSEMINATION IS
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First Lady 
Pays Visit 
To a Camp

By DAVID ROHDE

SKOPJE. Macedonia. May 
14 — Hillary Rodham Clinton 
swept through Macedonia to­
day on a visit that illustrated 
Washington’s continuing 
struggle to balance the diverse 
strands of Its Kosovo policy.

In a refugee camp appear­
ance so carefully scripted that 
Administration officials chose 
which refugees Mrs. Clinton 
would speak with, she com­
miserated with Kosovo’s ex­
pelled masses. After hearing 
refugees’ accounts of their 
flight from Kosovo, she said | 
their plight reminded her of 
movie depictions of the Holo­
caust like ’Schindler’s List."

"We do not intend to let the 
evil Milosevic has perpetrated 
against these people keep 
them away from their home­
land and homes,” Mrs. Clinton 
said.

While expressing sympathy 
for the refugees, however, 
Mrs. Clinton went out of her 
way to avoid offending Mace­
donian sensibilities.

Ethnic Macedonians, who 
make up two-thirds of the pop­
ulation, generally oppose 
NATO’s bombing They also 
fear that if ethnic Albanians — 
who made up one-third of 
Macedonia’s population before 
the crisis — continue to pour in 
from Kosovo, Macedonians 
will be reduced to a minority 
in their own country.

So although Mrs. Clinton 
spent the morning addressing 
refugee suffering, she spent 
the rest of the day trying to 
defuse anti-American senti­
ment and to bolster Macedo­
nia’s fragile coalition Govern­
ment, a mix of Macedonian 
and Albanian panies.

"It's important for people in 
my country and elsewhere to 
put themselves in the position 
of the refugees." she said, 
"but also in the position of the 
Macedonian people, who have 
responded as they have in the 
last weeks. I’m very grateful 
to them as well." .

But the essential issue re­
mains when the roughly 
200.000 refugees here might 
return to Kosovo.

"We are trying very hard to 
permit you to return to your 
homes in safety,” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “That’s what my hus­
band, the United States Gov­
ernment and the NATO allies 
are trying to accomplish.”
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First Lady Brings Publicity, Aid to Macedonia
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She also promised a Macedonian 
clothing manufacturer that she 
would personally call designer Liz 
Claiborne to persuade her to in­
crease her orders from Macedonia.
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that means—driving people from 
their homes, separating families,
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inflow of refugees has increased the 
proportion to one-third. A majority 
of Kosovo’s refugees here live with

There are 233,000 Kosovo refu­
gees in Macedonia, according to the 
UJ4. refugee agency, and officials 
here have expressed reluctance to 
take them in for fear of upsetting the
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Hillary Rodham Clinton strolls with chAdreti during a visit to a refugee c 
in Macedonia. Ointoii also fistened to the accounts of refugee famSes.

friend| or family-, the rest are in 

camps.
After her camp tour, Clinton met 

with Prime Minister Ljubco Geor- 
gievsld, parliamentary president Sa­
ve Klimovski and local aid officials, 
and her message could not have 
been more straightforward: T want 
to clearly express our appreciation 
to the government of Macedonia for 
the efforts they have made. It has 
been an incredible burden on Mace-

Is- _

And she soothed the irritated 
government of Macedonia, which 
has taken in the refugees only rehic- 
tanfly and at the price of more 
foreign aid. Clinton today added
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visit here since the Kosovo crisis 
began, brought two messages to 
Macedonia today.

Touring a refugee camp of 18,000 
people, Clinton urged Americans 
not to become “immune" to the 
plight of more than 740,000 Kosovo 
Albanians expelled from their home­
land since NATO began its air war 
against Yugoslavia on March 24. 
“We are trying to do everything 
possible to make these hves and 
stories real, not to let them fade into 
the background,’ she said.

another $2 million to the pot—the 
first installment of a $21 million 
reallocation of funds for Macedonia.

The first lady met with four 
refugee families and heard the tales 
of devastation and despair that are 
commonplace here.

One mother had not seen her 
three youngest children since March 
31, when Serbian police pushed 
them aside in the crowded train 
station in Pristina, Kosovo’s capital. 
Another woman had one son-in4aw 
killed in a massacre in the village of 
Racak in January; another is still 
inside Kosovo.

Clinton seemed most affected by 
tales from refugees who arrived at 
the Macedonian border aboard 
jammed, hot trains, carrying what 
few possessions they could manage.

“Think about those trains," she 
said. “1 don’t know how many of you 
saw [the films] "Schindler’s List’ or 
"Sophie’s Choice.’ Think about what

rrF
By Anne Svardson
IT'as/inycioa Past Fortipt Servicr

BRAZDA Macedonia, May 14— 
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
the first high-ranking American to
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Even as Clinton toured the camp, 
a few refugees were entering Mace­
donia from Kosovo. For 10 days, 
almost no one has crossed the fron­
tier—initially because Macedonian 
border guards were blocking refu­
gees, then because Serbian authori­
ties were not allowing them to leave.

Today, 36 people came here, in­
cluding Arian Misini, 26, from the 
town of Uroscvac. There, he said, 
some 1,500 people were trying to 
leave. "The food situation is very 
bad," he said.

country’s delicate ethnic balance.
Before the Kosovo crisis, ethnic 

loading them into trains—at the end Albanians accounted for 22 percent 
of this violent century that we ’ of Macedonia’s 2 million people; the 
should have learned something
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Milosevic’s ‘evil’ won’t

prevail, Mrs. Clinton
tells Kosovo refugees
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Hugged and kissed by refugees 
during her 35-minute tour, she 
said: “I want to send a message to 
the refugees that we do not intend 
to let the evil which Milosevic 
perpetrated against these people 
keep them away from their home­
land and their homes.”

But she had no answer to voices 
asking: "When can we go back?”

The first lady was the latest in* 
series of prominent visitors here, 
among them British Prime Minis­
ter Tony Blair and NATO chief 
Javier Solana. They have come to 
Macedonia and Albania to show 
solidarity with the refugees and 
the two small Balkan nations 
bearing the brunt of the Kosovo 
crisis.

All of them have promised to 
help these countries carry the 
financial burden Imposed by a 
war that cut off landlocked Mace 
donia’s main exports and road 
routes through Yugoslavia. The 
government in Macedonia wants 
NATO membership and foreign 
debt relief in return for being host 
to the refugees.

Meanwhile, hundreds of refugee 
children, waving and shouting 
"NATO! NATO!” crowded the area 
reserved for Clinton's visit They 
had waited for two hours in 
scorching heat for America's first 
lady, who later expressed U.S. 
sympathy with a nation where 
refugees now constitute one-tenth 
of the population.

After she left the camp, many of 
the children stripped down and 
Jumped into a murky brook that 
runs along the back fence to cool 
off.

Earlier in the day. Fatos Rex- 
hep, 11, rushed up to Clinton and 
gave her his UNICEF baseball 
cap. One of her aides quickly car­
ried it to the official limousine.

The boy said his father had died 
of a heart attack during the fam­
ily’s escape from Kosovo. He said 
Serb police had told his parents 
they would shoot the children If 
the family didn’t leave.

A woman, Fetie ProaJ, com­
plained she hadn't seen her three 
children and husband for three 
weeks. “You will be with your 
family very soon," Clinton told 
her.

After leaving the Stankovic 
camp, Clinton visited a 16th Cen­
tury Orthodox Church and exam­
ined its frescoes and icons before 
meeting with local Macedonian 
aid agencies, the first people to 
help the refugees at the beginning 
of the crisis.

She arrived in Macedonia on a 
U.S. Air Force C-130 Hercules 
transport plane escorted by ah 
Army helicopter.

Before she departed for Wash­
ington on Friday afternoon, one of 
the refugees summed up the taste 
of disappointment she left behind:

"We expected her to tell ua 
something new, something for our 
future," Albana Pireva. 18, said.

By Uli SchmeUer
Tribune Foreign Correspondent

STANKOVIC 1, Macedonia— 
Hillary Rodham Clinton told Kos­
ovar refugees at this massive 
camp Friday that America would 
not allow the “evil” leadership in 
Belgrade to prevent their eventual 
return home.

While the first lady almost 
crawled into the small tents to 
talk to refugees, eight NATO jets 
returning from missions in Yugo­
slavia left vapor trails in the sky 
above her a grim reminder that 
the war was only a few miles 
away across the border in Kosovo.

Under a merciless sun. Clinton 
tried to lift the spirits of the thou­
sands of Kosovars who have fled 
from Yugoslav President Slobodan

Milosevic’s military and paramili 
tary forces. Many of the refugees 
have lived for nearly two months 
in cramped. smeUy camps, eating 
cold rations and standing in line 
for staples.

"These people all want to go 
home. They ail want to live in 
peace and security,” she said after 
touring a roped-off comer of the 

sprawling camp.
Tension in the camps has been 

growing in recent days.
About 4,000 refugees staged a 

protest two days ago, complaining 
about poor conditions and harass­
ment by Macedonian police, who 
have taken over security responsi­
bility from NATO troops. The 
police, mainly Slavs, have shown 
scant compassion for the ethnic 
Albanians, apparently out of con­
cern they could upset the delicate 
ethnic balance in Macedonia.

Refugees allege that some coun­
tries, such as France, select 
mainly Roman Catholic ethnic 
Albanians for transfer from the 
camps to their countries. Most 
Albanians are Muslims. Girls 
have complained that self-styled 
Muslim “orderlies” among the ref­
ugees force them to wear long 
sleeves instead of sleeveless 
blouses in the heat.

But as Clinton drove to the 
camp on Friday during her one- 
day visit to Macedonia, police 
checkpoints on the road to the 
camp were unmanned for the first 
time in two months.
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First lady listens to refugees’ woes
She also delivers assurances and aid to Macedonia

train.
Pronaj is now in Macedonia’s Stenko- 
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While Clinton was enthusiastic during 
her meeting with Macedonian President 
Kiro Giigorov, Prime Minister Ljubco. 
Georgievski and others, it was only dur­
ing her tour of refugee camps that her 
practiced politician’s manner fell away.

As she started to leave the camp of 
23,(XX), which was hot and dusty and 
smelled of sweat and sewage, she spon­
taneously started to talk to the crowd of 
aid workers and journalists.

“I’m picturing myself in the faces and 
stories,” said Clinton, and then it was 
Fettje ProiwO's face that seemed to ap­
pear before her.

“When you talk to a woman, who in 
the push of the crowd with the Serbian 
police ... forcing people onto those 
trains, the hands of the children she was 
holding evaporate — all of us have had 
that experience where you are holding 
onto a little hand and it gets hot in a 
football crowd or some other place,” she 
said.

“And now, she doesn’t know where 
three of her children are, she has no idea 
whether they are in Kosovo, whether 
they were put on a later train, she has no 
idea what has happened to them,” Clin­
ton said, shaking her head slightly.
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vec I refugee camp with only two of her 
five children, and it’s unclear where her 
husband and other three children are.

Clinton heard her st ory .Friday morn­
ing on her trip to Macedonia, which was 
aimed at highlighting the plight, of ethnic 
Albanian refugees from Kosovo and as­
suring this poor Balkan nation that the 
United States understands the stress that 
the influx has placed on it.

Aid officials say Macedonia has taken 
about 233,000 of the nearly 800,000 ref­
ugees who fled Kosovo since NATO 
started bombing Yugoslavia on March 24 
to force it to end its repression of the 
Kosovo Albanians.

Clinton also announced the release of 
the first $2 million in a $21 million eco­
nomic development package for Macedo­
nia that is designed to help the fledgling 
democracy create new small businesses 
through microcredit organizations.

“I want very clearly to expreas our 
appreciation to the government and the 
people of Macedonia for the steps they 
have taken in responding to this unprec­
edented crisis," she said. “It’s been an 
incredible burden on the people of Mace­
donia ... so I’m very grateful to them,” 
she said.

_ _ _ _ _ _ B y Alisw J. Rubin_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Lot Angeles runes

BRAZDA, Macedonia — For everyone 
who visits the refugee camps of Kosovo 
Albanians, there comes a moment when 
it becomes clear what it would be like to 
go through what the refugees have en­
dured.

For Hillary Rodham Clinton, that mo­
ment came outside tent B-12 in a camp 
here on Friday, when t2-year-old Fetye 
Pronaj, a wom-face< voman with collar­
length dark hair, tol« I ler story.

She came from s. small village north 
of Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. When 
Serb forces emptied her village, they 
herded everyone onto trains. As she 
stood on the station platform, she held 
tight to her 8- and 11 -year-old sons’ 
hands while her husband looked after 
her^hree older daughters.

“Then they began to separate the 
women from the men. They were point­
ing guns at us," she said.

Suddenly in the crush of the crowd 
and the shoving of the soldiers, she lost 
her sons’ hands, she could not see them 
anywhere, and she was pushed onto the

ASSOCIATE O PRESS 

Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks with ethnic Albanian children Friday at the Stenkovec refugee camp In Macedonia.
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"They were happy 
shows they are not fo

Mm

said.
The Macedonian government 

appreciated Mrs. Clinton’s visit. 
“We were very pleased she 

came She is committed to help­
ing us,” the ambassador said.

Haunting hungry eyes
Macedonian Ambassador

Lubica Acevska has just returned 
from a visit to a Kosovar refugee 
camp in her country and is 
haunted by the hopelessness she 
found there.

Miss Acevska was accompany­
ing first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton on the trip Friday to the 
tent city of 32.000 people. 

"One little girl attached herself 
to me,” she told Embassy Row 
yesterday. “I can still see her face.” 

Miss Acevska said she was 
pained by the sight of elderly ref­
ugees, “the old people with 
hungry eyes.”

“You feel so sorry for them. But 
what can you do? .. I can’t get 
them out of my mind,” she said. 

Miss Acevska called on other 
nations to relieve Macedonia, 
which has been flooded by more 
than 200,000 refugees driven out 
of Kosovo by Yugoslav forces. 

“It so tragic the other countries 
aren't doing more to help the ref- 

| ugees,” she said.
Mrs. Clinton’s visit helped up­

lift the spirits of refugees, even if 
it was a temporary respite from 
the hot, crowded realities of the 

i camp. During the first lady’s tour, 
the temperature hit the 90s, an 
unusually hot day in a Macedo­
nian spring. Miss Acevska said. 

"They were happy to see her. It 
shows they are not forgotten,” she


