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hen Mary
w Steenburgen
and Hillary

Clinton sit down for
some girl talk, they
don’t chat about a
certain pudgy for-:
mer White 'House
intern. They talk
about the important
things in life—like
how to decorate their datighters’

per; bu ‘youma.y want ta think
twice about it,” Steenburgen: re-
calls. “T found myself saying,
‘Drawer paper?”

Yes, drawer paper. Bill and
Hillary Clinton may have meore

Hollywood  friends
than the galaxy has
stars, but, rest assured,
no one compares with
Steenburgen, the Acad-
emy Award-winning
activist whom Bill Clin-

_ ton calls his “little sis-

ter.” Since meeting 20
| years ago at a dinner

mArka.nsas the two Arkansans
have shared their most private
moments: Clinton mourned with
Steenburgen at her father’s fu-
neral in 1989 and toasted her at
her 1995 wedding: to: Ted Dan-
son; When Steenburgen spends
the night at the White House,
she doean’t bunk in' the Lincoln
Bedroom (“It’s like a museum in

Above: Steenburgen fights for abortion rights in 1992 in Washington, D.C. Right:
The first friend relaxes outside the L.A. home she shares with hubby Ted Danson.

No ne in Hollywood knows Blll and Hlllary i
Clinton better than Arkansas native Mary
Steenburgen Atthe end of a very difficult =~
- year, the actress turned activist talksabout
their friendship, their daughters, and how
not to let the bastards get you down.
e By Josh Young
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In City;
Appealing
1o State

By ABBY GOODNOUGH

When Mayor Rudolph W. Giuli-
ani took over City Hall in 1994, he
embraced three main goals: re-
ducing crime, creating more jobs
and overhauling a school system

that he said suffered .

from a bloated bu-
reaucracy. But while
he has largely accom-
plished the first two,
even the Republican Mayor's sup-
porters say he has not done nearly
enough to improve the public
schools.

Now, as Mr. Giuliani looks to-
ward a possible campaign for the
United States Senate, he is very
publicly, and very belligerently,
tumning his attention to the school
system. His most recent educatlon
proposals — a voucher plan that
would use tax dollars to send chil-
dren to private school, and a plan
to abolish the Board of Education
— have infuriated Schools Chan-
cellor Rudy Crew, who until now
has been one of the Mayor's closest
allies.

Why would Mr. Giuliani press
ahead with education proposals
that jeopardize his relatlonship
with Dr. Crew, who has been not
only aloyal lieutenant, but also one
of the few high-ranking black offi-
cials working with an administra-
tlon that has little support among
minority residents? The Mayor
say$ he simply has no choice, be-
cause Dr. Crew and the Board of
Education have not acted boldly
enough to turn around the system.

But others say that as Mr. Gluli-
ani starts seeking support for a
possible Senate race, he wants to
prove to voters around the state
that he can improve a troubled
school system with the same ag-
gressive approach that he used to
reduce the crime rate and welfare
rolls.

‘“There is a question of whether
he has the interest, the vision and
the courage to go beyond crime
and take tough stands on other
Issues," said Phil Friedman, a con-
sultant who works mostly for
Democrats. “And education is a
huge issue. If he shows at this
early stage that he is not afraid of
changing the status quo in educa-
tion, it will get the attention of
people who don’t yet know what to
think of him.”

Indeed, Mr. Giuliani has made a
point of discussing education in
recent, highly publicized visits
with Gov. George W. Bush of Texas
and House Speaker J. Dennis Hast-
ert. But yesterday the Mayor in-
sisted that his newest education
proposals had nothing to do with
politics. Nor were his recent state-
ments about wanting to “blow up*’
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Associated Press

Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani denied yesterday that politics played a
role in his recent denunciation of the Board of Education.

the school system part of a new
political strategy, he said, adding
that he had borrowed that phrase
from Robert F. Wagner Jr., a for-
mer president of the Board of Edu-
cation whom. Mr. Giuliani has fre-
quently praised.

“Let’'s try to get the partisan
politics and talk about the Senate
and all this stuff out of here,’” Mr.
Giuliani said. “This is a debate
that I've been engaged in for 10
years. It's about the gox! of the
children, and it's only about the
goad of the children.”

Still, educatlon policy proved
one of the Mayor’s few weaknesses
in his 1997 re-election campaign
against Ruth W. Messinger. And if
he decides to run for the Scnate

Why is Giuliani
alienating his old
ally, Rudy Crew?

seat that Daniel Patrick Moynihan
will relinquish next year, hits suc-
cesses and failures in the educa-
tion arena will again be the subject
of intense scrutiny.

Hiliary Rodham Clinton, the
most prominent Democrat who
has expressed interest in the Sen-
ate seat, made a point of criticizing
voucher programs when she vis-
ited New York City last week. And
education is a top concern for
women, who make up more than
half of the state's electorate and
whose votes Mr. Giuliani might
have to work especially ‘hard to
win in a race against Mrs. Clinton.

So it makes sense that Mr. Giuli-
ani would try to distance himself
from the problems of the city's
school system, while insisting that
he had done everything he could to
resolve them. Yesterday, while la-
menting that Dr. Crew and the
Board of Education were ‘‘mired

in a rigid defense of the status
quo,” he went so far as to say that
the successful initiatives that the
Chancellor had undertaken in re-
cent years were ‘‘things that 1
origlnally suggested."

Adam Goodman, a Republican
media consultant who worke« on
Mr. Giuliani's 1997 re-election
campaign, said yesterday that the
Mayor was just as intent on im-
proving the education system
when he took office in 1994 as he is
now. All along, Mr. Goodman said,
improving education has been just
as important a goal as reducing
crime and the welfare rolls.

““It’s just that these other things
were more easily resolved,” he
said. "'Education reform is an on-
going challenge that he perceived
going in and realized that he could-
n't resolve overnight.'*

Raymond B. Harding, the leader
of the state’s Liberal Party and
one of Mr. Giuliani’s closest advis-
ers, added, *'The Mayor has
thought of shaking up that system
from Day 1 of assuming that of-
fice.”

But the Mayor’s critics insist
that his latest proposals are not
genuine efforts to improve the
school system, but calculated
strategies meant to make him less
vulnerable in a potential Senate
race. They say that while Mr. Giu-
liani's school voucher program
will probably play well with the
national party, it could well be
rejected by the courts as unconstl-
tutlonal. And they question why
Mr. Giuliani would want to abolish
the school board when he already
has significant control over it.

“There certainly is a tremen-
dous need for reform, but the
things he’s looking at have nothing
to do with reform,” said Sal F.
Albanese, a former City Council-
man and Democratic mayoral
candidate. *“It’s the perfect stance
for someone with his ambitions, to
appear to be a reformer who pro-
motes public education. This is
pure, raw politics, and it’s all about
Giuliani's political future.’
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Leading N.Y. Democrats Says
Hiltary Will Run ...

W ONE OF THE STATE'S top Democrats
said Wednesday he is convinced
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
will run for the Senate next year in
New York.

State Comptroller Carl McCall
said that while Clinton has not told
him of such a decision, “l just feel
that given the scheduling she’s doing
— the places she’s going, the fact
that [political adviser] Harold Ickes is
working fulltime and lining people up
— all of this seens to be [a] pretty
clear sign that she plans to run.”

McCall's remarks. reflecting a
growing sentiment among New
York's top Democrats. came as the
first lady returned to Washington
Wednesday for one day after a
three-day foray into New York: Clin-
ton will go back to New York today.

Clinton’s schedule was packed
with campaign-like stops through-
out New York City and Long Island

on Monday and Tuesday. Today,
she flies to Niagara Falls for a
speech to a politically powerful
New York teachers’ union.

“l don't think she'd be spending
this much time in New York ... if she
wasn't seriously planning a candi-
dacy,” McCall told an Albany radio
station. “I think she’s going to run. |
really do.”

McCall is one of many New York
Democrats with whom Clinton has
been consulting as she weighs the
2000 race to replace retiring Democ-
ratic Sen, Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

After spending part of this week
with Clinton, state Democratic
Chairwoman Judith Hope said she
had the impression that “she wants
to do this,” but Hope said Clinton
had not yet made a decision.










































































