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* Treasury Unveils Gold-Colored Sacagawea Coin
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reverse side of the coin will fea­
ture an eagle in flight.
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In a ceremony filled with re­
minders of the influence of Native 
American women, first lady Hilla­
ry Rodham Clinton yesterday un­
veiled the design of the new Saca- 
gawea $1 coin. The gold-colored 
coin will replace the ill-fated Su­
san B. Anthony dollar that most 
Americans rejected as too similar 
to a quarter.

As expected, the new coin de­
picts the young Shoshone woman 
and her newborn son, whom she 
carried on her 3,000-mile expedi­
tion across the lands of the Lou- 
isana Purchase in 1804.

hailing the new coin, Anthony 
Swiatek, president of the Amer­
ican Numismatic .Association,

Treasury Secretary Robert E. 
Rubin, who approved the design, 
said the new coin should be easily 
distinguished because of its color, 
wider border and smooth edge. 
The coin, which will be the same 
size as the Anthony dollar, will go 
into circulation next year.

The winning design, by artist 
Glenna Goodacre of Santa Fe, 
N.M., was selected after a pro­
longed and sometimes contro­
versial design competition that 
had some members of Congress 
demanding that Rubin place the 
Statue of Liberty on the coin. The

FT

plans, which would end produc­
tion of the bureau’s major prod­
uct.
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While Treasury officials were 
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warned that if the coin is to be *’** 
successful, the Treasury must
stop printing $1 bills. *

Workers at the Bureau of En- « 
graving and Printing have lob- °-
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trict now held by Democratic Rep.
Nita Inwpv__ tha» ic
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ready positioning himself in case

maiiaiup Dtuwcen rirst Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and New

of 700 likely voters, conducted last 
Monday through Wednesday for the

a < mo* puu wcib reieaseu as the 
New York Daily News reported Sun-

Engel A>Uv 
Lowey Seat...

uiuugu mar s not meant
to say she will,” New York state De- 
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New York Post, gives Republican Giu­
liani a 4M2 percent edge. The poll 

has a 3.7 point error margin. 
Other recent polls also have 

shown the race to be close, but gen­
erally have given the lead to Clinton. 

The lost poll was released as the 
New York Daily News reported Sun­
day that numerous friends of CUnton 
are convinced she wants to run for 
Senate. However, they cautioned her 

k entry into the race is not a done deal. 
“It’s clear to me that she wants 

to do this, though that’s not meant 
to say she will,” New York state De­
mocratic Chairwoman Judith Hope

National Journal’s Congress Dai lyAM Tuesday, May 4, 1999
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Engel Aide Eyes Run For

I

■ John Calvelu, the top aide to 
Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., is eyeing a 
run next year in a neighboring dis­
trict now held by Democratic Rep. 
Nita Lowey — that is, assuming 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

after the party’s nod for the

|DMUe|patriekM<,ynllum.

’ ported Sunday that the 3Syear-old
Cal VP Hi alrasdv hoc tlAD/Vin

does not run for Senate and Lowey 
foes after the party’s nod for the 

it of retiring Democratic Sen.

The New York Daily Nt

Calvelli already has raised $100,000 
in anticipation of a possible run. 

f He is not the only contender al-

ready positioning himself in case 
Lowey’s seat becomes open: State 

« Assemblyman Mark Weprin also has 
been lining up potential support. 
Lowey’s district includes portions of 
the New York City boroughs of 
Queens and the Bronx as well as 
suburban Westchester County.

... As Latest Poll Shows 
Rudy Leading Hillary

■ The latest independent poll of 
next year’s potential Senate 
matchup between First Lad-

f York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
shows Giuliani in the lead for the 
seat of retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, D-N.Y.

The Zogby International survey
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In New York, Women Don’t Win
Why should Hillary join the long list of failed candidates?
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th' Hubh»‘ll goes on t-riaE Vhilw

aggressive and negative, particu- 
r whert she dared to attack Ferraro,

comptroller. Ultimately, she was cleared 
hy the U.S. attorney and was cited only

ixments Too late to save her career, she 
has paid back every dune at full market
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for a potential conflict of interest by a 
city board stacked with her political op-

ahead.
Hillary wdl he hurt in thp*

daci H'Jhvits divided the lihei al vote and staff, (lender, again, was irrelevant.
Mary Anne Krupsak: Defeated by ■ 

Hugh Carey in 1978 Democratic guber­
natorial primary, she also was disloyal, 
erratic anti high-strung. Funny coinci­
dence.

Ruth Messinger: Too liberal ami neg­
ative. she lost badly to Rudy in 1997. 
Her gender played no role.

Karen Burstein: Defeated by Dennis 
Vacco for attorney general in the 1994 
general election, she was too liberal and 
soft on crime.

If you listen to the conventional wis­
dom, each of these women was uniquely 
flawed in her own way. Sexism had no 
role in their defeats. 

Baloney.

and once by Cht|ck Schumer. 
Whyh she lost in 1992, it was

jiosed ties to the mob. h'oi be­
cause she is a woman.. I h r 
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interest rates. I
But, of course, none of these defeats 

had a thing to do with her gender. Hey, 
this is New York.

Carol Bellamy: When she ran against 
Mayor Ed Koch, she acquired a reputa­
tion for being too negative and aggres­
sive. Gender stereotyping had nothing 
to do with it.

Bella Abzug; A frontrunner, she lost 
to Pat Moynihan in tire 1976 Senate prt-

1LLARY Clinton once told me that 
she always felt the national press 
corps would be less sexist than the 
press she had to deal with in Ar­

kansas. "My biggest surprise,” she said,
“was that they are worse.” Wait until 
she gets to know New' York.

Our image of the Empire State is as a 
bastion of liberalism, feminism and good 
will to women who seek higher office. In 
fact, it is one of the most sexist political 
environments in the nation.

Look at the corpses. Not a single 
woman has made it up the ladder to any 
statewide office except for the meaning­
less sinecure of lieutenant governor. 
Each has been shot down. Not because 
they were women, of course, but because 

hthey wore too bitchy, strident, demand- 
ing, disloyal, pushy, etc. They all just 
hanpen»d to be women. 4

;’n Bead the tombstones.
(M>raldint* Ferraro She was'defeated

Al lYAmato was elected In the 1992 
Sbnate pritnary, she came to be seen as 

'"'too aggressive and negative, particu­
larly when she dared to attack Ferraro, 
a fbllow woman.

In 1993, she lost her post as city comp- 
tndler in the primary election because of 
a scandal invented by The New York 
Times. (She allegedly had borrowed 
money for her Senate race via a phony 
loan from a bank she had favored as

UznfiltrhjOnrSho lost in 1980. 1992- n reputation for being wildly inconsis*-    
and 1993. tfi the T980j£><'natn election, tent and unable to get. along with her you caA'bef that ‘he is on it As the Ro-e

1L _i . . LawEirm “hilling partner” for the land' ,
deal in qticstion, ithfe is mentioned rnoro I 
than 3tt times in the indictment.

Right now, it makes all kinds of sensu 
for Hillary to act as if she were Ret tu 
run. It gives her a place to stand with­
out Bill. With her husband mired in Ko­
sovo and recovering from the damning 
interviews with Juanita Brodderick and 
Monica LeWinsky, the safest place for 
Hillary to he is far, far away from his 
side. Anyplace she goes outside of New 
York, she is Mrs Clinton. But here, she 
is Hillary, the Senate candidate, a much 
lietter moniker. But when push comes to 
shove, she won’t run.

g^ne.^ar. 
suit br tier pvenionlidcnte an 
’’ 1 .r(. to codfpe'lo

tihi.nn-.'rlr

\wh ? »n Senate primaries, <>nqe by At-
toiovy'General Bob y\brams

storctrtFpa a ivotnan ctx&kkik?. Tkc^are

tvJiVi Ikafr staffs ar tkeir ccllca^ua^ 3
■’< i ot’’ ’ .1 ■ 1 ■ Jie of

disloyal to her boss Gov. Pataki and had nor Web
Starr is nht releasing the witness lisf,1

New York is the first place to stereo­
type a woman candidate. They are al­
ways seen as too strident, negative, 
harsh, vindictive, unpredictable, dis­
loyal and unable to get along with their 
staffs or their colleagues. It comes with 
the territory. Hillary can expect similar 

 treatment by the New York media.

I doubt that Hillary will run. She 
dearly wants to go for it, but the polls 
will likely show her down by seven to 10 
points by the time she has to make her 
decision in the fall of 1999 She’s too 
much of a professional to get into a race 
under such adverse circumstances. 

The Marist Poll shows her tied with 
Giuliani at 43 percent each But Hill­
ary’s 43 reflects her maximum level of 
name recognition. Nobody H going hi; 
l<‘am anything about her they do n't al- 

mary because she was too strident and ready know as she campaigns, 
strong. Sexif-m had no role in lo r defeat. Rudv’s 43 on ihn oth-r b.o'd. reflects 

Betsy McCaughey: She lost her race full recngnilitm in the Now York metro- 
for governor in 1998 bccaU.se she was politan area but not ujietate Voters' 

north of tVortcl eslter cast hal^ 
of the vote in a New Y^Vk gen-J

’ ’ oral ilet'tion, I
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Rome, Utica, Elmira and’ 
Plattsburg don’t know tnuem 
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Emphasis is on the positive
at official White House fete
Clinton, Obuchi duck trade flap, play up mutual goals 
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ano in the tent could be heard.
The piano was for Van Cliburn,

ested in reports that the United 
States was considering sanctions 
on Japan, accused of selling rolled
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Obuchi and Mr. Clinton gave a 
joint press conference largely fo-
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port for NATO and for Kosovo ref- Obuchi and his wife, Chizuko, before last night s state dinner, 
ugees as well as its help in Central
America, the Middle East, Indone­
sia, Korea, the nuclear test ban
treaty, fighting disease in Africa
and protecting the world’s forests
and oceans. 

“Japan is a world leader for all
that is best in humanity,” said Mr.
Clinton.

Mr. Obuchi said that “since the

The simmering dispute between 
Japan and the United States over 
steel imports that clouded Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi’s visit to 
Washington this week was perhaps 
symbolically put aside at an offi­
cial dinner last night under a bil­
lowing cotton tent on the White 
house grounds.

It was the first official dinner in 
Washington for a Japanese leader 
in 12 years.

One side of the tent, or pavilion, 
was draped in plastic sheets, giv­
ing a view of the gardens and lawns 
of the White House. The tent was 
heated to ward off the damp and 
chill.

President Clinton and Mr. Obu­
chi accentuated the positive in 
toasts before last night’s dinner.

producers.
...6 w -..xxx — Kx..., —. . Mr. Clinton and first lady Hil-
bilateral relationship is in the best the former boy wonder who won lary Rodham Clinton presented 

shape ever."
He recalled that meeting At-

By Ben Barber 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ri

generations of gardeners to grow
The guest list included many only 30 inches tall

J Ttvo other U.S. bonsais from the
and Japanese companies such as collection at the National Arbore- 
Tbyota and Coca-Cola, which do turn were brought to the White 
business in both countries. House to be shown to the visiting

Curtis Barnette, chairman and Japanese prime minister and his 
CEO of Bethlehem Steel Corp., wife

n.

state. As prime minister, Mr. was among the guests surely mter- 
Obuchi is Japan's head of govern­
ment; Japan's head of state is Em­
peror Akihito. . ,

Hours before the dinner, as Mr. steel in the United States at prices 
lower than in Japan.

,   U.S. steel firms have complained
x—xx xxxxx.^... oc.w xxxxxx x.~ cused on Kosovo, the sounds of a that such “dumping” is an unfair

black ships appeared off our coast P‘ano tuner working on agrand pi- trade practice harming American 
in 1853” signaling America’s open- *1'_" ‘
ing of relations with Japan, “our

wr*»x>k *
B E

in 1962 on a visit to Washington president since Harry Traman. 
had helped inspire his political ca- — ' " " " -
reer, much as Mr. Clinton had been prominent executives of major U.S.

inspired after meeting President
Kennedy in 1963.

Last night's event was not a state
dinner but an official dinner. State
dinners are reserved for heads of

the International Tchaikovsky the Obuchis with a 300-year-old 
.^x^x..x,x. x™. e ... competition in 1958 in Moscow bonsai tree, a miniature California

torney General Robert F. Kennedy and has played for every American juniper that has been “trained” by

_______________ ____ __ ______________ ; Photo Sy Karen BallarcVThe Itashmgton Times

Mr. Clinton cited Japan's sup- President and Mrs. Clinton pose with Japanese Prime Minister Keizo



Unvalued family

“Contemporary feminism 
would have women devote them­
selves to reinventing the universe 
— as Hillary Rodham Clinton 
urges them to ‘remold society.’ 
But devotion to grandiose 
schemes within the public arena 
necessarily requires relin­
quishing to others the cultivation 
of one’s own garden. The essence 
of the traditional woman is her 
preference for attending to the 
welfare of her own small uni­
verse, hoping to create therein a 
simple canvas of quotidian 
beauty....

"TYaditional bourgeois family 
life was also shaped by the belief 
that parents should be primarily 
responsible for their children's 
education. Because the bourgeoi­
sie distrusted the influence of 
both servants and tutors, parents 
were the adults with whom chil­
dren spent most of their time. 
Children were the center of atten­
tion in the bourgeoisie household 
and were closely supervised by 
their parents, who were the only 
ones thought to be ‘properly 
aware of the unique charactens- 
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tics and individual needs of their 
children.’ ..

“The traditional bourgeois fam­
ily, the new feminists assert, has 
no value; it is, in fact, the source 
of women’s oppression. Market 
production is the ultimate good, 
far surpassing what feminists in­
variably describe as the dull and 
dreary task of maintaining a 
home and caring for children.” 
— F. Carolyn Graglia, from her
1998 book, "Domestic Tkanquility. 
A Brief Against Feminism"
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Night of the Rising Sun
Dinner for Japan's Prime Minister Steps Ont of Current Events' Shadow
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table with Kennedy’s widow, Ethel, 
and said he hoped to meet with the 
secretary who enabled him to meet 
his hero so many years ago.

Obuchi’s official tour began 
Thursday in Los Angeles and in­
cluded a stop in Long Beach to see 
the Queen Mary, because he first ar­
rived in the United States on the 
legendary ship. While in Chicago, 
die understated but savvy Obuchi 
threw out the first ball to slugger 
Sammy Sosa at a Cubs game, and 
rang the closing bell at the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange. Chicago, he 
said, quoting a Frank Sinatra song, 
is “my kind of town.”

Washington may be, too. Obuchi 
was formally welcomed on the 
South Lawn yesterday by Clinton. 
A military honor guard and fife-and- 
drum corps provided the pomp. A 
still shaky Japanese economy pro­
vided the circumstance.

“Japan is the single most trouble­
some economy in that region," said 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.). 
For the most part, the president’s 
rhetoric was relaxed because Obu­
chi has been an strong advocate of 

♦
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made their way to a tented pavilion 
on the South Lawn.

This was one of the largest offi­
cial dinners of the Clinton adminis­
tration, and the guest list and re­
ceiving line seemed endless. There 
were a few famous faces—actor 
Sidney Poitier, who is the ambassa­
dor to Japan from the Bahamas, 
philanthropist David Rockefeller, 
accompanied by his granddaughter 
Miranda Kaiser, Democratic fund­
raiser Patricia Duff and lieau Sen. 
Robert Torricelli (D-N.J.)—but 
most of the seats were taken by pol­
iticians and business types such as 
former vice president and ambassa­
dor to Japan W’alter Mondale. Clin­
ton mentor/defender Dale Bum­
pers and Toys R Us head Robert 
Nakasone.

But most of the attention was di­
rected at t he guest of honor.

“He’s absolutely wonderful.” said 
Thomas Foley, U.S. ambassador to 
Japan. Whim Obuchi came to pow­
er a year ago in the midst of the 
Asian financial crisis, Foley noted, 
some people said, “He’s a nice guy, 
but maybe that’s not what Japan 
needs right now.” But Obuchi 
proved to be a very shrewd poli­
tician, too.

After graduating from college in 
Japan, Obuchi knew he wanted to 
go into politics and believed he 
should broaden his horizons by 
traveling. He took a trip around the 
world in 1963, passing through 38 
countries, including the United 
States. While in Washington he 
called the Justice Department and 
asked if he could meet with one of 
his heroes, then-Attomey General 
Robert Kennedy.

The young student was politely 
brushed off. So Obuchi jotted a fan 
note to Kennedy expressing his ad­
miration and his interest in the U.S. 
legal system. Kennedy's secretary 
called the YMCA where Obuchi 
was staying and invited him over to 
meet the attorney general, which 
he did. I^st night he sat at the same

The past year has been tough for foreign 
leaders visiting the White House. Current 
events somehow seem to get in the way of 
their moments in the spotlight, and last 
night was no exception: The rising sun was 
partially eclipsed at the official dinner for 
Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi.

Less than a hour before Obuchi arrived. 
Russian envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
civil rights leader Jesse Jackson emerged 
from the West Wing after meeting with 
President Clinton. Clearly, the Japanese 
visit was not going to lead the evening 
news.

Which is not to say it wasn’t a nice party. 
Clinton was relaxed and smiling. Obuchi 
was in an expansive mood, and the spring 
night was clear if a bit chilly as 340 guests

economic reform since taking of­
fice. By yesterday afternoon, the 
president and prime minister had 
announced an agreement to open 
several Japanese markets to the 
United States, including telecom­
munications, pharmaceuticals, 
medical equipment and financial 
services.

By dinner time, the talk turned to 
the two leaders' mutual admiration.

During his toast, Clinton said 
that Obuchi had presented him
with a bonsai tree and sake from the 
emperor. The rice wine came with a 
warning, Clinton said: "Be careful 
because, overall, sake will result in 
dancing and singing.” The presi­
dent also thanked Japan for its sup­
port in humanitarian aid and its en­
vironmental policies. “Japan,” he 
said, “is a world leader for all that is 
best in humanity.” As for the coun­
try's economic uncertainty. Clinton 
added, “we’re pulling for you."

The prime minister delivered his 
toast with the help of an interpret­
er. He said that his encounter with 
Robert Kennedy and Clinton’s en­
counter with John F. Kennedy had 
drawn the two world leaders to­
gether. He then drew laughter 
when he said that his only serious 
concern about this visit was wheth­
er he could throw the baseball well 
enough to Sosa. "It was a nice 
pitch,” Obuchi bragged to the din­
ner crowd, “that even the home run 
slugger could not hit.”

The dinner was held in a candle­
lit tent, left over from last month’s 
NATO summit, that was decorated 
to feel like a spring night in Wash­
ington. The colors were pale green, 
white and lavender accented with 
gold. Many of the women, taking a 
cue from the season, were similarly 
adorned in floral shades of pastel 
satin and chiffon. The first lady, 
however, wore a black Donna Ka­
ran gown topped by a black and- 
white shawl—a gift from Chizuko 
Obuchi. The prime minister's wife 
wore a traditional kimono of pale 
blue and gold silk.

The guests dined on marinated 
salmon, rack of lamb and “a bonsai 
garden of serenity”—almond and 
orange cake with kiwi sauce.

After dinner, the guests were en­
tertained by pianist Van Clibum, 
who has played for every president 
since Harry Truman.

Ben
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Japanese Prime 
Minister Keizo 
Obuchi and his 
wife, Chizuko, 
flank President 
and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, 
wearing the 
scarf given her 
by Mrs. Obuchi, 
at last night's 
dinner.

By Roxanne Roberts 
and Linton Weeks
Kashinglon Post Staff W aters
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Sidney Poiter and wife arrive last 
night for the White House dinner.
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White House Dinner Guests •

The guest list for last night's
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Soon 50 U.S. embassies around 
the world will hang a print made 
and donated by the innovative 
American artist Jasper Johns.

No painter of chaste flower ar­
rangements or embellisher of so­
ciety portraits, Johns focuses on 
objects so familiar that the eye 
dismisses them. “Things that are 
seen and not looked at” is the way 
he explains his subjects.

The gift of the limited-edition

*tl

representational rooms in Paris’s 
Hotel Talleyrand once inhabited 
by Ambassador to France Thomas 
Jefferson. The 18th-century archi­
tectural treasure holds the U.S. 
consular offices, information ser­
vice and the Marshall Cultural Af­
fairs Center.

The Clintons and Walter and 
Lenore Annenberg are honorary 
chairmen of the FAJPE Millennium 
Committee; Robin Chandler Duke 
and John C. Whitehead are chair­
men of FAPE’s committee of art 
experts, nominated by their 
states’ senators.

Albright summed up the place 
of art by saying, “It is a symptom 
of our desire to think, speak and 
express ourselves freely. It is the 
desire to have autonomy in our 
own lives, provided we respect 
the comparable rights of others.”

make and build. These paintings 
are symbols of the human spirit.

10-color intaglio print was an- To accept this work today is to as- 
nounced Friday evening at a
White House reception for

Embassies to Get 
New Johns Work

places. Their Millennium Gift to 
the Nation includes art by Kelly, 
Robert Rauschenberg, Frank Stel­
la and photographer Andre Ker- 
tesz. About 200 paintings, sculp­
tures, works on paper, folk art, 
photographs, decorative objects 
and other pieces have been donat­
ed or purchased for the principal 
embassy buildings, said Lee 
Kimche McGrath, FAPE execu­
tive director.

The work by Shapiro—known 
locally for his 1993 outdoor sculp­
ture for the U.S. Holocaust Memo­
rial Museum—is to be installed 
this fall at the dedication of the 
American chancery in Ottawa, the 
first to be built by the United 
States in 40 years.

FAPE has also received a grant 
from Edward W. and Betty Knight 
Scripps Foundation to restore the

bright told the Friend! 
ing artist Ellsworth Kelly, who

BO
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Gund.
President Clinton said, “This is

the night when I can appreciate extolled what she called “the most 
what is constant about our embas- unique public partnership in the 
sies, rather than what is changing history of the world to support 
in our relationships with the coun- our arts and culture.” At a State 
tries involved. ... Robin [Chan- Department Dinner following, 
dler Duke] mentioned that this is Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
not the easiest of moments for our bright told the Friends—-includ- 
country because of what we are
trying to achieve in Kosovo, and earlier donated his work to the
she said that it was therefore espe- cause—that “by honoring art and
daily appreciated that Hillary and artists, we show our allegiance to 
I would have you here tonight... the principles of free expression, 
I would argue that it’s especially and our commitment to the larger 

liberties of politics, economics 
and law.”

In its 13 years, the Friends— 
many of whom are art collectors,
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sert that the freedom of the hu­
man spirit shall not be utterly de­

Friends of Art and Preservation in stroyed.’
Embassies (FAPE). “Our efforts and those of our

President and Mrs. Clinton ac- NATO allies are standing for that
cepted the gift, which was pre- freedom and against the prindple
sented—along with a Joel Shapiro of ethnic cleansing, racial and reli-
sculpture—by FAPE Chairman Jo gious exclusivity as a basis for kill- 
Carole Lauder and President Ann ing and uprooting people and de­

stroying their cultures.”
The first lady, in her remarks.

important that you be here to­
night.

“In the springtime of 1941, as
fascism spread across Europe, de­
stroying lives and liberties, Presi- former ambassadors and Foreign 
dent Roosevelt spoke at the dedi- Service officers—have donated 
cation of the National Gallery $13 million along with their time 
here in Washington: ‘Art is part of and art expertise to enhance chan- 
the present life of all the living ceries or ambassadorial residenc- 
and creative peoples—all who es in world capitals and remote
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PHOTO COUmSY OF OBENDS OF ART AND PWSBWAHON M EMBASSIES

A limited-edition intaglio print of a new Jasper Johns woit, “Untitled," soon will grace 50 US. embassies.
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government to provide 
for creating more security
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Sacred status
“In an address before NARAL 

[National Abortion and Repro­
ductive Rights Action League] in 
Washington, D.C., on the 26th an­
niversary of Roe vs. Wade, the 
diktat of the U.S. Supreme Court 
defining abortion as a constitu­
tional right, Hillary Clinton me­
morialized not the 14 million un­
born children that have been 
done away with in the past 10 
years, but the seven abortion

clinic physicians and personnel 
that have been killed during that 
same period....

“She is pointing to the wrong 
statistic. Mrs. Clinton wants the 
federal government to provide 
money for creating more security 
at the clinics; she mentioned bul­
letproof glass. Does no one stop to 
ask what kind of health care it is 
that so upsets some people that 
its practitioners want to work be­
hind bulletproof glass and to wear 
body armor on the street?...

"Seven clinic personnel in 10 
years, 0.7 murders per year in a 
nation of one-quarter billion. One 
wonders how many health-care 
professionals in other fields have 
been killed during the past 10 
years. And what about conve­
nience store clerks? More than 
seven taxi drivers are killed in a 
single year in big urban centers. 
But it is the abortion clinic pro­
viders and their entourages who 
epjoy a kind of sacred status.” 
—from “14,000.000 to 7” in the 
May issue of the Religion & Soci­
ety Report 'r'\
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William Raspberry

Three Years

Rob Reiner has just taken the over- violent brain shows huge pockets of 
night flight from California, and soon he underdevelopment, suggesting—the 

theory goes—the inability to control 
« a « »<- . a._

“It’s exactly what we’re talking 
about,’ says the 51-year-old Reiner, 
noting again the now-or-never impor­
tance of nurturing from the earliest 
times. It’s no more possible to make up 
for lost opportunities in brain develop­
ment, he says, than to take a 21-year- 

 old whose growth has been stunted by
malnutrition, give him a wonderfully 
nutritious diet and have him become a - 
strapping Mooter.

Isn’t it a bit presumptuous for a 
to each pack of cigarettes sold in the HoDywood type to be talking about 
state, the proceeds—estimated at $700 youthful violence without acknowledg- 
nrillion a year—to be channeled into ing the entertainment industry’s contri- 
anti-tobacco programs and early child- bution to that violence? 
hood education. He's heard that one before. “One of

“We are just beginning to understand the reasons I get invited on TV so much
the importance of those early months to talk about violent kids is that the
.and years in brain development and how hosts want me to talk about HoDy- 
absolutely critical it is for a child to have wood’s part in the violence. I, of course, 
nurturing interactions with their moth- want to talk about the importance of 
ers,” he says, “I don’t mean just ordinary development. It’s tricky. If they

to understand it Electrical connections
get made in the brain during these early
periods that don't get made later on. As 
far as anybody knows, there's no way to 
fix it if it’s not done at the beginning.”

He’s talking, he says, not merely about 
children’s academic potential but aliout 
their potential for feeling—for relating to 
other people and to their environment. 

Naturally the conversation gets
around to Littleton, and Reiner is willing

nurturing interactions with their moth- want to talk about the importance of 

teaching and learning, the way we used someone to talk about that, they

call in some brain expert, which I’m 
not But I honestly don’t believe tele­
vised violence or movie violence or the 
violence in video games is the cause of 
much—if any—of the violence we see. 
They may have the thoughts, fleetingly, 
but healthy kids don’t act on those 
thoughts."

That may be too glib. If what we see 
on the screen has so little effect, how do 

to guess that the widely reported apathy we account for copycat violence—in- 

and “outsidemess" of the youngsters
believed to be behind that deadly ram-

cluding suicide?
But 1 am convinced that neuroscien- 

page could have had its origins in arrest- lists (and Rob Reiner) are right about 
ed brain development the importance of early nurturing for

He has with him a copy of the May 3 proper brain development. I’m con- 
Newsweek magazine with its cover vinced, too, that if parents understood 
story on the whys of teen violence. Two phenomenon and were taught what
pairs of photos strike him. One com- to do about a huge amounts of the 
pares the cingulate cyrus areas of the
brains of normal and violent young­
sters. The latter shows a wide white
area of abnormally high activity, a sign,
according to the text, that the brain
fixates on certain ideas and cannot
seem to let go. The other compares

has to make a speech, accept an award
and scoot to Delaware for another en- impulsive thoughts, 
gagement Still he makes time to talk
about what has become his driving
passion: eariy-childhood development.

Reiner (yes, the movie director who
played Archie Bunker’s son-in-law,
“Meathead”) never has been more seri­
ous about anything in his life. He has
created the I Am Your Child Foundation
to promote the importance of the first
years of life. He talks about early brain
development any chance he gets. He was
author and chief promoter of (California’s
Proposition 10, which adds a SGcent tax
to < '

learning disability, impulsiveness and 
violence that afflict more and more 
children would start to disappear.

So why don’t we try teaching them, 
in churches and community centers 

u when we can lure them in, and in public
prefrontal cortices, which are said to schools before they become parents. It
act as "the brain’s supervisor, censor- may be some of the most important
ing inappropriate impulsive thoughts teaching we'll ever do. As Reiner says, 
before they turn into action." The “The first three years last forever.”
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I am the walrus: Paul McCartney tights for animals.

HILLARY FOR VEEP?

Three’s a crowd: Is the president watching a new power couple?
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March, Mayor
Anthony Williams 
(above) drove all 
over town in a four- 
wheel drive until the 
wee hours to make 
sure his snowplow 
crews kept streets 
passable. The result: 
the best street 
clearing effort in D.C.’s 
memory. A proud 
Williams aide says, 
"He wasn't elected for 
his charisma. He was 
elected to make the 
city work."... Texas 
politicos are buzzing 
that Senator

Kay Bailey Hutchison 
has her eye on the 

' governor's seat in 
2002-even though
Rick Perry, the 
state's lieutenant 

governor and 
heir apparent to 
George W. Bush, is a 
fellow Republican.
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Just why is Hillary Rodham Clinton taking so long to decide whether to run for the Senate from New 
York in 2000? Because she's waiting to be chosen as Al Gore's vice presidential running mate, according 
to one source who has talked to the first lady about her future plans. That's right: Hillary is hoping for an­
other Gore-Clinton ticket, just not that Clinton. "She's the gueen of the world, and if Al Gore’s poll num­
bers don't go up he'll need her," the source says. Moreover, Gore has not ruled out putting his boss’s wife 
on the ticket, if only to maintain cordial relations with Bill Clinton He’s told (the Clintons] that he’s open 

to the possibility," the source adds. A senior administration official, however, dismissed the Hillary-veep 
rumors as cocktail party banter-at best. "It's silly," the official says. Just don't tell that to the first lady.

!

Vice President Gore may have a favorite 
Beatle, but it's probably not Paul McCartney. 
The Cute One has joined forces with the Peo­
ple for the Ethical Treatment of Animals to try 
to force Gore to abandon a recent pet project: 
the initiative he pushed through the Environ­
mental Protection Agency last fall to use ani­
mals to test some 3,000 chemicals, including 
rat poison and turpentine, for toxicity. "With all 
due respect," McCartney asks Gore in a letter, 
"do you really need to kill rabbits, ducks, fish, 
and guinea pigs to make sure that turpentine 
and rat poison are unsafe?" Meanwhile, PETA 
is arranging to have people in bunny costumes 
protest at Gore's speaking appearances. Then 
again, that might actually liven up the events.
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Former president
Jimmy Carter is 
working on a novel, a 
historical drama set 
in Georgia during the 
Revolutionary War.
His spokeswoman 
claims the book will be 
the first novel by an 
ex-president.... During 
Washington. D.C.’s 
big snowstorm in
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! Jerry Rawlings Poet Maya Angelou and U.N- Secretary-General Kofi Annan were"among those keeping c 
fmango-laced ice cream treats as they admired the traditional Ghanaian fabrics that adorned the East Room. 
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fff’s Julianna 
Margulies with 
Helen Hunt

X

Stella couple? 
Angela Bassi 
& hubby 
Courtney B. 
Vance get' 
their groove

Noah Wyle 
& fiancee 
Tracy Warbin 
ring in the 
Year of 
the Rabbit

The White 
House goes 
gaga for

Babylace
Edmonds with 
wife Tracey

J
t

Hillary Clinton
& Betty Currie 
swap grand 
jury t^les
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LOS ANGELES
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Former 
agriculL. 
secrefar 
Mike Espy 
with fiancee 
Portia Ballard
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WHITE HOUSE STATE DINNER FOR GHANA
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Ghana...
Hollywood 
swings 
away at 
Lou Gehrig's 
disease... 
Tinseltown 
and 
testosterone 
team up 
at the ESPY 
awards... 
D.C.’s 
bookworms 
get wiggly 
with it.
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W
hen Mar y
St.eenburgen 
and Hillary 

Clinton sit down for 
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·t,e "Hb 

ey ..
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Hollywood friends 
i than the galaxy has 

stars, but, rest assured, 
no one oompares with 

t.eenburgen, the 

ou tt1af�ve a' huge . 
. ffiie·ttie drawers With

ut ¥Qumay:want f.a · ' 
.· ahoUti'it," St.eenburgen, 

' .
. ·"·to�, 

.' .''I; found myself sayin . '·- urgifu.•spen
'Drawer})aper?"' . ;; ti: --l�; . );the ·niglit,al fpe Wbi.t.e Jlo. 

Yes, drawer papen- Bil1, and; ,, she,.�t_bupk in'.the,Linoo 
Hillacy Clinton may,have,more ,·_'�Betlroo�(''Ifslikeainuseum ... 

• -� �"::> '.•. . ' ·•, • 

Above: Steenburqen· fights for abortion rights iA 1992 in Washington, D.t. Right 
The first friend relaxes outside the L.A. home she shares with hubby Ted Danson. 
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more compel­
ling to me than anybody else's.” 

Indeed, Steenburgen's life sto­
ry is compelling. The daughter 
of a railroad conductor and 
a public-school secretary, she 
grew up in North Little Rxx.k 
when segregation was still 
the law of the land. “At 13, I 
had to decide whether I was for 
civil rights or not, because I 
thought going to school meant 
getting bricks thrown at you." 
she recalls.

After graduating from high 
school, she moved to New York, 
studied theater, and was cast 
by Jack Nicholson as his love 
interest in the 1978 film Goin’ 
South. Two years later, she won 
an Oscar for her role in the 
movie Melvin and Howard, but 
since then Steenburgen has 
more or less sacrificed her ca­
reer to her political activism. 
Between roles in such political­
ly charged films as Nixon (she 
played his mother) and 
Philadelphia (for which she 
arranged a White House 

Him 
ili1*’ 
Hint

I

1

J

them and then tell everybody 
what they talked about," says 
Steenburgen. who rarely agrees 
to discuss her relationship with 
the Clintons. T want them to be 
able to pick up the phone and 
know that whatever they say 
stops there. To some degree, 
everyone Ln their life has blabbed 
too much.” Clinton pal Linda 
Bloodworth-Thomason, a TV 
producer, adds, “Mary is very 
cautious She's stayed away from 
the politically combustible air 
around the Clintons.”

The ever careful Steenburgen. 
who stars in tlie four-hour mini­
series Nonh's Ark, airing on May 
2, on NBC. lias agreed to blab—a 
Little—about the first family, part­
ly because she's tired of seeing 
the Clintons' former confidants 
trash them on TV. “I can't defend 
what my friend did. but. I can love 
my friends." she says, referring 
to Clintons affair with Monica 
Lewinsky “I don't know of any 
perfect people, and I’m sick of 
everybody telling people what to 
think. [Besides) part, of my prob- 
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screening). Steenburgen serves 
as a commissioner to the Presi­
dent's Commission on White 
House Fellowships—a post 
Clinton appointed her to in r 
1993—and as national spokes­
person for the Elizabeth Glaser 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation 
She is also one of the co 
founders of Artists for a Fn* 
South Africa A journalist onre d 
warned Steenburgen that ‘ 
South Africa wasn't a sexy is- J 
sue and that she should drop 1 

her ass< ciation with the group, fj ' 

1 was so offended,” she recalls. 
You were either trying to do || 

the right tiling or you weren’t "
Siivnburgen has always tried J 

to do the right tiling regarding$?• 1 
the Clintons. And though she's | j 
been known to throw a few 'cl 
shoes at the TV in recent .vws, .1 | 
d< ni't expect to see her sparring 
with Sun Donaldson on . f
s: m mr. tune soon. "I don't want1 a I 

to Im’ a professional Clinton 
i>uder. she says. "My roleteKrafij r 
be 11 leu t riend. and that's it." S . 1

IIIllIllllH'.lil

■C'l'KH
C?

I

l|l| I.Ils

TTW L.

l'?"’



'T"T-

(

z

disneyxom, part of s Network

Picks&Pans >.s»

_
Bsc.

Pages
■IS*

d-

■ vK,

■

:S»

1;

just can't be explained.

PHENOMENON
With 10 minu^^^^ver-

Km4s-

I wry
\MA« illA.UT’S

fabd
»U«T

by John Katzenbach 
Reviewed by J.D. Reed

political programs and lacking the 
wherewithal to put them into action. 
Hillary emerges as the enabler of a 
severely sex-addicted husband and 
as a major player herself—brusque, 
insensitive, ready to cut comers, 
willing to do almost anything to 
get—and keep—power. (Morrow, 
$27)—F.P. Bottom Line: Every fact (and 

rumor) about the stormy First Marriage

The new Hillary bio supplies fodder for 
her admirers and detractors alike.

The most ravenous curiosity about 
Bill and Hillary Clinton’s marriage is 
likely to be satisfied by this gossipy, 
well-written and finally devastating 
biography of the woman in the 
White House. One of the women, 
actually, because among the things 
Milton examines is the astonishing 
amount of philandering Bill Clinton 
has done and the bitter; contentious 
mess it has made of his family life. 
She points to numerous women with 
tales of Bill’s infidelity, lewdness and 
inappropriate advances—so many 
that Hillary hired a private detective 
in the early ’80s to find out how 
many rivals she had. Oh, well. As 
Milton portrays her, the First Lady 
is used to adjustments and compro­
mises, tempering her feminism to ad­
vance her husband’s career, design­
ing impractical, publicity-grabbing
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The First Partner:
Hillary Rodham Clinton
by Joyce Milton
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Hart’s War
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hefore-seen frxiratie.

murdered, Scott is ar- A. h 

rested for the crime. Enter t
Tommy Hart, a prisoner I
since 1942 and a former 
Harvard Law School student who 
must defend the black flier against 
growing odds. Both his superior of­
ficers in the prison and his German 
captors are pushing to convict Scott 
quickly, even though he maintains 
his innocence. For the historical and 
emotional accuracy of this first-rate 
legal thriller, Edgar Award-nominee 
Katzenbach draws heavily on the 
experience of his father, former

U.S. Attorney General 
licholas Katzenbach, 
rho spent two years 

n a Nazi prison camp. 
Hart’s War honors 
that history while 
making a significant 
mark in the suspense 
genre. (Ballantine, 
$24.95) Bottom Line: 

Electrifying courtroom 
drama framed by a fasci- 

I nating chapter of history

■i-

Network Television
Premiere

Sunday, May 2. 7/6c

1

I John Travolta

K

Forget Hogan’s Heroes. It’s World 
War II, and hundreds of captured 
Allied airmen incarcerated at Stalag 
Luft 13, a German prison camp, are 
neither spying nor pulling the wool 
over the eyes of dim-witted Nazi 
guards. They’re expending their 
waning energy just trying to stay 
warm and healthy enough to sur­
vive as they try not to succumb 
to hopelessness.

Their numbing rou- I 
tine is finally broken by 

unexpected bloodshed. 
Lincoln Scott, a loner 
fighter pilot (one of the 
Tuskegee Airmen) and 
the only African-Ameri­
can in the camp, has a 
brutal run-in with a bel­
ligerent racist, Vincent 
Bedford. When Bedford ii
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Yesterday, their paths had an intersection of soils, as both 
spotlighted the battleground issue of education by 
participating in the annual Principal for a Day program.

The First Lady jumped to the defense of city schools, 
positioning herself squarely in opposition to Giuliani's call for 
the system to be "blown up" and apparently alluding to the 
mayor's ongoing strife with Chancellor Rudy Crew

"Let's not scapegoat or point fingers at an entire system when 
there is within that system a lot of very good schools right 
now, and the seeds for a lot more if we are united to make 
that happen," the First Lady said

DAILY F 
NEWS

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD and JOEL SIEGEL 
Daily News Staff Writers

he shadow competition between New York's two 
potential Senate candidates took a new turn yesterday 
as Mayor Giuliani and First Lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton played principal in city public schools.
Hl

She spent the entire school day at Virgil Grissom Junior High 
School in South Ozone Park, Queens, a melting pot of 2,000 
seventh and eighth-graders.

Clash of Principals
Rudy and Hillary

QUICK SEARCH

jK......

For weeks, the two have inhabited parallel political universes, 
laying the groundwork for what could be a campaign battle 
for the ages.

The appearance began her third trip to the state in 11 days. 
She was to cap off the visit by speaking at a dinner of the 
state Democratic Party in Manhattan last night

"I hope that I will have a chance to hear from a number of 
you about what's on your mind," she said over the school 
public-address system.

Giuliani made what appeared to be a last-minute decision to 
be the principal at Public School 123 in Bushwick, Brooklyn 
One of his Board of Education representatives, Irene 
Impellizzeri, agreed two months ago to be the school's play 
principal, but she was told Wednesday that Giuliani wanted to
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"Unlike you, I have a term limit," the mayor said with a 
smile.

i

Cristyne Lategano, the mayor's spokeswoman, said he had 
planned for months to be a part of the program but decided 
only in recent days on the Brooklyn school.

Giuliani encountered a similar political reminder. Student 
Amy Diaz, 11, announced to the mayor she wanted to be a 
lawyer and an actress. "I don't want to be a senator," she told 
him.

Hb

■

g

After the class, and after reporters were told to depart, she 
spoke to 70 senators — from the student government.

(ill) cttyKaareh.com_

The First Lady led a social studies class of 29 eighth-graders, 
asking for suggestions on how to prevent tragedies like last 
week's massacre at a Littleton, Colo., high school.

One of the senators asked about her potential campaign. "She 
said she was talking to people about it but hadn't made up her 
mind," said Principal Rhia Warren.

"I think how you treat each other, which starts in your heart, 
and your mind, is really important. You can pass all the laws 
in the world, and there is always somebody who could get 
around them," she said.
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Activist groups advised
I

to cooperate for grants

the long run they’re going to get the 
grant every time" said Charles
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of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment grant The enterprise commu­
nity alliance has allocated about $2

3

1

o CS 2^ c “* i 
•?. _ a * o c

He advised community groups to 
have a clear idea about what they 
want to accomplish before applying 

funded by a $3 million Department for a grant.

BY KJM MCGUIRE
ARKANSAS OEMCK R AM iAZETTt

Community leaders at a confer­
ence sponsored by the Pulaski En- million of the grant money for 23 
terprise Community Alliance Inc.
on Thursday stressed the impor­
tance of working together to obtain
grants.

The two-day conference, the first
of its kind for the alliance, sought to
unite community groups seeking
funding with representatives from
such sources as government banks,
foundations and private businesses.

By collaborating, neighborhood
groups better their chances of ob­
taining Rinding to apply toward
community and economic develop­
ment initiatives, conference speak­
ers said.

“You can be a smidgen belter
than the next group, but if they can
bnng more partners to the table, in 

l

S 

“O
3

.s

projects.
Pulaski County Judge Buddy 

Villines said that even though the 
River Project (the Alltel Arena and 
Statehouse Convention Center) gets 
the most credit, the enterprise com 
munity represents the first time Lit­
tle Rock. North Little Rock and the 
county really worked together.

"It was the first time people in 
these neighborhoods came together 
and said we’ve got common prob­
lems, and we can work together to 
come up with common solutions." 
he said.

Hathaway emphasized the im­
portance of individuals, as well as 
educational institutions, participat 
ing in the community around them.

He said that last year about 1,000 
UALR students participated in 
community project.

“It is not our intent that [stu­
dents] be gofers.” Hathaway said 
“It is our intent that they apply their 
discipline knowledge to the best of 
their ability to your organization.”

Lake student volunteers, grant 
giving institutions are vital to enm-

2

.mIUu llU. IS!
jS a. »

grant every time,” said Charles
Hathaway, chancellor of the Univer­
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock.

Hathaway and Dr. Trudie Kibbe
Reed, president of Philander Smith
College, spoke at the conference
Thursday. Skip Rutherfoi-d, presi­
dent of the William J. Clinton Foun­
dation and Library, is to speak today.

The speakers praised the al- munity empowerment Hathaway 
liance for its efforts in revitalizing said.
parts of the county since the group's
inception in 1995

That’s when the organization was
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First lady is eager to run J2G
I

for Senate, advisers say
*
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By Mimi Hall 
USA TODAY

more comfortable with the prospect of rep­
resenting New York." says Rockland Coun­
ty Democratic Party Chairman Paul Adler, 
who has spoken to Clinton several times 
about the race and this week responded to 
her request for a memo outlining issues im­
portant to hLs suburban county.

In Clinton's recent visits to New York, he 
sees the marking; of a campaign.

“She looks like a candidate and talks like 
a candidate," he says. "And if it looks like a 
duck and walks like a duck, it's a duck.”

if she hasn't come out and said no by mid­
summer, they say, it will be fair to assume 
she is getting into the race.

Signs have been pointing that way for 
weeks. Last week, she spent three days in 
the state, going to events in Manhattan, on 
Long Island and in Niagara Falls. On 
Thursday, she met with parents and stu­
dents in New York City when she played 
"Principal for a Day" at a Queens middle 
school and attended a $250,000 fund-raiser 
for state Democrats.

She decided at the last minute to attend 
the fund-raiser, after her office said a week 
ago that she had a scheduling conflict. The 
switch added to speculation that she has all 
but decided to run for the seat being vacat­
ed bv retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni­
han, D-N.Y.

But Hope isn’t convinced that the deci­
sion to attend the fund-raiser was a sign.

“People are reading tea leaves like crazy 
and seeking meaning in every lift of her 
eyebrow," Hope says.

A spokeswoman for New York City May­
or Rudy Giuliani, a Repubbcan who is con­
sidering running for the seat, dismissed the 
first lady's visit. “She’s here so often that it’s 
no longer news when she comes,” Christine 
Lategano said.

Not exactly. Every time Clinton goes to 
New York, her very presence generates a 
feeding frenzy in the local press corps — 
and among some state Democrats.

“My sense is, she’s getting more and

WASHINGTON — Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton’s closest advisers now say privately that 
there is a greater than 50-50 chance she 
will run for the Senate from New York.

After several months of consideration, 
numerous trips to the state and hundreds 
of phone calls and consultations with Neu- 
York Democrats and other political ad­
visers, those close to the first lady say, she 
is eager to get into the race.

Deciding that she has the desire to run 
may have been the highest hurdle, but it 
doesn’t guarantee she will. Aides say she Ls 
worried about whether she could carry out 
her duties as first lady over the next year 
and a half while trying to run a Senate 
campaign.

Although members of her inner circle 
see a race as increasingly likely, others 
who have advised Clinton are less certain.

“I think she’s like any good potential can­
didate.” says Judith Hope, chairwoman of 
the state Democratic Party. “She’s taking a 
good, sober look at the race, what’s in­
volved and what it would take to win."

Hope and other New York Democrats 
are pressuring the first lady to run, and to 
announce a decision by June in fairness to 
Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y, who has said she 
will run if the first lady doesn't.

Qinton’s top advisers say she might not 
have a formal announcement by then But 
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By Man CanvM. Agaoce rmnoe Ciwaa

Back in New Yoric Hillary Rodham Clinton 
visits Viryii I. Grissom Junior High in Queens.
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Big Apple for the Principal 

Hllhry Rodham Clinton returned
to New York yesterday, her second 
visit in two weeks, as speculation 
about her potential Senate bid 
continued to grow.

Clinton, who spent the day at
Virgil L Grissom Junior High in
Queens, was among more than
1,000 civic and business leaders 
acting as principal-for-a-day 
throughout city schools. Mayor

Rudolph W. Giuliani (R), Clinton's 
likely op|x>nent in the race for the 
seat being vacated next year by 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D), 
was a borough away at a Brooklyn 
elementary school. 

Last night, Clinton attended a 
dinner honoring Rep. Nita M.
Lowey, who has said she will run 
for Moynihan’s seat only if Clinton 
chooses not to run. “1 am certain 
that on November 7,2000, New
York will elect its first woman to 
the United States Senate.” Lowey 
said last night to laughter and 
applause from the crowd of 700
people.

The first lady avoided talk of the 
race and instead, speaking of the 
recent shooting in Littleton, Colo., 
focused on the need for a "national 
conversation about and campaign 
against youth violence."
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Calista Flockhart, Throiving Her Weight Around
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Calista Flockhart with Connie Chung.
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National Rifle Association 
President Chariton Heston will be 
among the guests on ABC News's 
"This Week With Sam Donaldson 
and Cokie Roberts" on Sunday. It's 
Heston's first national television 
interview since the Littleton 
shootings on April 20. Heston will 
have just returned from the NRA’s 
annual meeting, which, ironically, is 
to be held tomorrow in Denver.

Jane Horwitz, author of The 
Washington Post’s syndicated 
“Family Filmgoer" column, will be 
Roger Ebert's guest partner Sunday 
on his movie review show. "Siskel & 
Ebert”—the show retains the late 
Gene Siskel’s name as a tribute to 
him, a spokeswoman for syndicator 
Buena Vista Television said—airs 
on WUSA Channel 9 at 11:30 p.m.

week on “Today." Her interview 
with Clinton was scheduled to air 
this morning at 7.

“How do you rationalize that?" 
Walters asked.

“I don’t." shot back Steinem. 
“She is not a victim. She is very 
smart; she's a full partner.... It’s 
her choice. I respect her choice." 

“Simple as that?” asked Walters. 
"Simple as that.” Steinem 

replied, adding, "I hope she’s 
having a sex life of her own."

trial in 1995. Ted Koppel's show 
snagged 29 percent more viewers 
than NBC's "Tonight Show With 
Jay Leno” and nearly doubled the 
audience of CBS's "Late Show With 
David Letterman.”

NBC’s Sunday Beltway show, 
"Meet the Press With Tim Russert.” 
attracted 4.5 million viewers; /\BC's 
"This Week With Sam Donaldson 
and Cokie Roberts" followed with 
3.4 million; CBS's "Face the Nation’ 
had 2.9 million. And Fox News 
Sunday celebrated its third 
anniversary last weekend with an 
average of 12 million viewers.

onnie Chung has cost NBC’s 
"Today" a May sweeps 
interview with Calista 

Flockhart.
Flockhart, the size 0 star of Fox's 

dramedy series “Ally McBeal," was 
so upset over the grilling Chung 
gave her about her weight—or lack 
thereof—on Wednesday's edition of 
ABC's "20/20" that her publicist 
insisted that "Today" agree not to 
ask her any such questions during 
their interview, which was slated 
for Monday. Flockhart's reps had 
booked the appearance three 
months ago. the pretext being the 
May 19 release of her feature film 
“A Midsummer Night's Dream.”

“We said this is not something 
we'd agree to and they said. Then 
she won’t do the show.’ ” a "Today" 
spokeswoman said. (Flockhart was 
to sit down with Matt Lauer, whose 
recent interview with Monica 
Lewinsky so unnerved the former 
presidential gal pal that she 
canceled a series of interviews with 
ABC Radio.)

“Everybody wants to ask the 
same question, and she's tired of 
doing that," Flockhart's publicist

The focus on the killings in 
Colorado drove morning news 
show audiences to higher than 
usual levels last week. NBC's 
Today" recorded 6.6 million 
viewers, its third best performance 
since the introduction of people 
meters in'87. ABC's "Good 
Morning America" logged 4.6 
million viewers—its best 
performance since its coverage of 
the death of Princess Diana in '97. 
“CBS This Morning" averaged 2.8 
million viewers, an increase of 4 
percent.

ABC’s “Nightline" focused on 
Kosovo and averaged 7.1 million 
viewers for the week—its best 
showing since its coverage of the 
verdict in the O.J. Simpson murder

America’s Voice debuts its new 
programming lineup Monday, 
including two live weekly talk 
shows, hosted by Mary Matalin and 
Susan Molinari.

The FlipSide,” Tuesdays 7-8 
p.m. has Molinari hosting a panel of 
prominent female journalists, 
newsmakers and politicians. 
“Midweek With Matalin," 
Wednesdays 7-8 p.m., features the 
former codrost of CNIJC's “Equal 
Time" going over the week’s news. 

“America's Voice Revisits,* 
Monday through Friday at 5, will 
look at social, political and cultural 
landmarks from the past century: 
Think the Berlin Wall, Watergate, 
Vietnam and women's suffrage.

Pat Kingsley said.
Flockhart's health has been the 

subject of much media speculation 
since she returned for the second 
season other Fox series looking 
painfully thin. A Los Angeles 
station reported that production 
had to be suspended on “Ally 
McBeal” because its star had an 
eating disorder—something 
Flockhart and the network denied.

Actually, Flockhart brought up 
the weight issue during her taped 
chat with Chung. But, says 
Kingsley. Chung “plowed through 
like a bull in a china shop and was 
relentless." Then. “20/20" 
publicists put out a release 
promising that Flockhart would 
“open up” about “accusations" that 
she suffers from anorexia.

And that, Kingsley said, “was the 
last straw.”

So now Flockhart is staying away 
from programs that are produced 
by news divisions and sticking to 
fluffier fare: David Letterman’s 
show on Monday, Rosie 
O'Donnell’s talker on Tuesday. 
Asked if anyone from her office had 
called those shows to insist they not 
ask Flockhart questions about her 
weight, Kingsley replied: "It wasn't 
necessary.”

" The Rosie O'Donnell Show' is 
a talent-friendly destination, and if a 
guest does not want to discuss 
something, it's okay with us." said a 
spokeswoman for the show. 
Executives at Letterman's show 
could not be reached for comment.

Barbara Walters did not 
interview Hillary Rodham Clinton 
for tonight's 90-minute special “A 
Celebration: 100 Years of Great 
Women,” but she did interview 
feminist Gloria Steinem about the 
first lady standing by her man this 
nnwf vpqf

Flockhart may be out for the May 
sweeps on Today,” but President ’ 
Clinton is in. Katie Couric was in 
the District yesterday to interview 
him about the Columbine High 
School shootings. Couric covered 
the story from Littleton, Colo., last
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Principals ’ Offices in the Political Spotlight for a Day
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and control of the public schools. At 
one point during the meeting of 
other principals for a day at the 
New York Public Library, Mrs. 
Clinton put her hand on Dr. Crew s 
shoulder and whispered in his ear. 
Dr. Crew said afterward that the 
two did not discuss Mr. Giuliani

"This was not a political event.” 
he said, repeating a theme sounded 
by education officials al) day long. 
"We had a very good time."

But in an apparent reference to 
Mr. Giuliani's comment last week 
that the school system should be 
"blown up,” Mrs. Clinton told the 
library crowd, to applause, "We 
have to see the public schools as 
they are, and we should he worry­
ing about building them up."

Mr. Giuliani was invited but did 

caused by Slobodan Milosevic, the 
Yugoslav President. She added, “1 
suppon the continuation of the 
bombing because 1 believe it will 
eventually work.”

Mr Giuliani spent about two 
hours at Public School 123 in Bush­
wick. Brooklyn, where he watched 
a student rehearsal of the soliloquy 
from "Hamlet" and engaged in an 
impromptu question-and-answer 
session with a fifth-grade class. 
When Mr. Giuliani told the pupils 
that the law allowed him to miss 
one term as Mayor and then run 
again four years later, the pupils 
asked him if he would

“1 might be interested again, who 
knows?" Mr Giuliani said. "1 to­
tally wouldn’t give up the idea."

Last evening. Mrs. Clinton at­
tended a fund-raiser for the State 
Democratic Committee at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Manhattan, 
where she sat patiently through 14 
introductions before delivering her 
own remarks on Kosovo and on the 
high school massacre in Lit lieton, 
Colo At Mrs. Clinton's left was 
Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the New 
York State Assembly, and at her 
table was Representative Nita M 
Lowey, who has said she will run 
for Senate if Mrs. Clinton does not. 
Ms. Lowey delivered the most ag­
gressive speech yet of New York’s 
precampaign season.

"Mr Mayor, you cannot fix our 
schools by blowing them up,” Ms. 
Lowey said. "New York does not 
need a senator who spends more 
time fighting with the Schools 
Chancellor than he does fighting for 
our schools.”

I K

not attend the meeting for the 1,000 
"principals" at the library, which 
was organized by a group called 
Public Education Needs Civil In­
volvement in Learning.

In many ways, the day seemed to 
be a preview of what a Clinton- 
Giuliani Senate race would look 
like, although played out for an 
audience of astute New York City 
schoolchildren. At Virgil I. Grissom 
Junior High School in South Ozone 
Park, Queens, Mrs. Clinton was 
asked twice by students whether 
she would run for the Senate. "She 
said, 'There's some people talking 
to me about that, but I haven't 
made that decision,’ ” recounted 
Rhia Warren, the principal.

While the press corps is usually 
shooed away at Mrs Clinton's New 
York school appearances after pic­
tures are taken, yesterday her staff 
members allowed newspaper and 
wire service reporters to remain in 
the school library for the hour that 
Mrs. Clinton talked with students 
about the problems in their lives.

When one student said parents 
did not always realize how many 
problems their children have. Mrs. 

Clinton agreed but said, "Most par­
ents are doing the best they know 
how to do.” She added: “We try. 
We’re going to mess up There’s no 
escape from it. It’s part of living, 
and parenting."

When another student, Rajku- 
mar Mangra, asked the First Lady 
if she supported the bombing in the 
Kosovo region of Yugoslavia, Mrs. 
Clinton gave a short lecture on the 
history of the Balkan conflict, then 
said the problems there had been 

tered to him that Mrs. Clinton was 
in his school system, Mr Giuliani 
said flatly: "No. That isn’t the mes­
sage that I’m sending.”

Yet later, in one of the more 
striking sights of the day, Mrs. Clin­
ton sat cozily next to Schools Chan­
cellor Rudy Crew, who has been 
involved in an escalating battle 
with the Mayor in recent weeks 
over vouchers for private schools

By ELISABETH BLIMILLER

It was just another quiet day in 
the New York City public schools.

While Hillary Rodham Clinton 
answered a question about the 
NATO bombing of Kosovo from an 
eighth-grade student at a junior 
high school in Queens, Mayor Ru­
dolph W Giuliani was asked about 
his political future by a fifth grader 
in Brooklyn, nicknamed the Mayor, 
who pointedly said to laughter from 
her classmates that she wanted to 
remain mayor and not become a 
senator.

“I heard you want to be a sena­
tor," said the fifth grader, Amv 
Diaz, 11.

“The problem is, I can’t be May­
or after two more years,” Mr. Giu­
liani responded. "That doesn’t 
mean 1 don’t want to be. You see, 
unlike you, I have a term limit.”

Yesterday, Mrs. Clinton and Mr. 
Giuliani, potential rivals for the 
United States Senate seat to be 
vacated in 2001 by Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, were both principals for 
a day as part of a progi that 
puts role models into the city's 
schools. Aides to Mrs Clinton and 
Mr. Giuliani insisted that politics 
had nothing to do with their partici­
pation, and pointed out that both 
frequently appear in public schools.

But it is unclear if both were ever 
in the New York City public schools 
on the same day at exactly the 
same time, as they were yesterday. 
And whether the pairing of the non­
candidates was mere coincidence 
or plain politics, neither took any 
note of the other. Asked if it mat­
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Putting role models 

in the city school 

system.

Meet the Noncandidates
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and Hillary Rodham Clinton, potential Senate rivals, were "principals for a day.” 
Mrs. Clinton sat with Schools Chancellor Rudy Crew, whose relations with the Mayor have cooled. Page A27.
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Hiilary weighs in
Hillary Rodham Clinton yester­

day called for better mental 
health services for young people 
and tighter control of their expo­
sure to violent images on TV and 
in movies and video games.

Mrs. Clinton called for those 
measures as part of a national 
campaign against youth violence 
in response to the school massa­
cre in Littleton, Colo.

“I understand why any parent 
would be worried," she told re­
porters before meeting with stu­
dents at a junior high school in 
New York City.

The nation’s new strategy 
should also include more restric­
tions on the availability of weap­

ons, Mrs. Clinton said.

alienated from their friends, their 
schools,” she told eighth-graders 
at Junior High 226 in Queens.
Let’s not let those children die in 

vain. Left get ourselves organ­
ized and unified in a positive
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It takes a double-cross
Barbara Feinman Ibdd, the 

ghostwriter to Hillary Rodham 
Clinton for the book “It Ihkes a 
Village,” recalls how the 1994 col­
laboration turned into a night­
mare.

Mrs. Tbdd’s contract stipulated 
no credit on the book’s cover, but 
that her contribution would be 
noted in the acknowledgments, 
William TYiplett writes in the 
May issue of Capital Style mag­
azine. But in the end, Mrs. Clin­
ton decided to acknowledge no
one.

When, at the time, a reporter 
phoned Mrs. Ibdd for comment, 
she declined to say exactly what 
role she had performed, but 
added: “All I can say is they 
didn’t pay me $120,000 to spell- 
check it **

When Washington began buzz­
ing that perhaps Mrs. Ibdd had 
written die whole book, the White 
House took it out on Mrs. Ibdd.

“Then I hear these rumors 
started coming out of the White 
House that they’d had to fire me! 
They were trashing me to dimin­
ish my contribution,” Mrs. Ibdd
said.

Later, Simon & Schuster re­
fused to pay the last $30,000 of 
her fee. When she phoned die 
publisher, she was told, “It’s the 
White House that doesn’t want 
you paid.”

She eventually got her money. 
“But the best is that I keep get­
ting Christmas cards from the 
White House. They spell my 
name wrong every time,” she
said.
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Opportunistic outrage

“Right before the Littleton 
shootings, [Vice President] Al 
Gore was telling everyone that he 
and Tipper just loved 'The Ma­

trix.’ ...
“The Gores' taste in movies, 

while hip, is a telling reminder of 
the difficulties and contradictions 
that can trip up politicians when 
they start lecturing about chang­
ing the culture. Their apprecia­
tion of The Matrix’ directly col­
lides with the White House effort 
this week to denounce the movie 
and video-game ‘culture of vio­
lence,’ with Hillary slapping her 
pals in Hollywood and Tipper as 
pop cop....

“After Bill Clinton sold the Lin­
coln bedroom to Hollywood bud­
dies, after Hillary became a 
Miramax flak, after Al Gore and 
Jeffrey Katzenberg hugged, after 
Tipper soft-pedaled her crusade 
to raise PG kids in an X-rated so­
ciety for a decade after Holly­
wood honchos told her husband it 
would hurt fund-raising, they 
should spare us their opportunis­
tic outrage.

“It’s fine to like ‘The Matrix ’ 
But you should not be entertained 
and financed by the same culture 
that you demonize and trash.” 
— Maureen Dowd, writing in 
Wednesday's New York Times
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BACK TO SCHOOL: Hillaiy is flanked by Teressa Singh and Daquan Lewis at Virgil I. Grissom JHS. ny. rm jrn Aton
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Brady gun-control bill, 
"have helped.”

One student, Raj Man­
even asked her 

about the NATO bomb­
ing of Kosovo.

“We have to continue 
it” Clinton said.'“I feel 
it will eventually work.”

Meanwhile, over in 
Bushwick, Giuliani was 
facing a somewhat less 
intense grilling.

“What’s it like being 
mayor?” one student 
asked him.
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lot of help,” the mayor 
said, making a rare con­
cession.

“1 have lots of people 
who advise me, lots of 
people who help me.”

Later, Giuliani was in­
troduced to fifth-grader 
Amy Diaz, known 
around the school as 
“The Mayor of Class 
5-2.”

“How’d you become 
mayor?” Giuliani asked 
the 10-year-o)d.

“1 was polite to peo-
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a president, but I still 
want to be mayor. I 
don’t want to be a sena­
tor [which is something^ 
you're looking at.”

Giuliani — and the 
press corps — erupted, 
with laughter.

The mayor quickly ex­
plained it's not that he 
doesn’t want to be 
mayor anymore, but 
“the problem is ... I 
have term limits.”

After ending her ten­
ure, Clinton joined 350 
other “principals" at a
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GATHER ’ROUND, KIDS: Mayor Giuliani goes by the book and makes some 
new fnends yesterday dunng his visit to Bushwick's PS 123. n y Post Luiz Ribeiro

Mb <».

By MAGGIE HABERMAN 
and GERSH KUNTZMAN

If Mayor Giuliani and 
First Lady Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton are really 
running for the Senate, 
they have a funny way 
of going about it.

Both of the quasi-can- 
didates courted non-vot- 
ers yesterday while 
serving as “principals 
for a day” in two city 
schools — and neither 
gave their students any 
hints about their politi­
cal plans.

Hizzoner spent the 
morning at PS 123, an 
elementary school in 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, 
while Clinton spent the 
day with older kids at 
Virgil 1. Grissom JHS in 
South Ozone Park, 
Queens.

While Giuliani made 
himself available to an­
swer kids’ questions, 
Clinton held a forum 
with Jerry Fiore’s 
eighth-grade social-stud­
ies class in hopes, she 
said, “of getting a better 
idea of what’s on your 
mind.”

She heard plenty.
The students told her 

that in the wake of the 
Columbine HS shooting, 
they’re scared about 
gangs like the Bloods 
and the Lost Boys, who 
recruit in the school.

When another student 
complained that the gov­
ernment focuses only on 
problems after national 
tragedies, the First Lady 
agreed — but quickly

Ifs show-but-don’t-tell as Rudy
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some money for

TV : ™mant,c excursions, and to do 
TV interviews m which she finally ex- 
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Matt Lauer. Against the mayor’s re­
cord of solid achievement, she 
t^m si a‘nf she was ab,e * 
turn SI 000 into $100,000 virtually 
overnight. Even the Mafia can’t make 
you that kind of profit
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The Secret of 
Hillary’s Campaign
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Clinton Senate run, some critics 
have been unkind enough to point 
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the Big Apple were helicopter ndes 
mto town to raise some money for 
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Now picture the most powerful man 
in the world repeatedly having his 
buns pulled out of the fire with the 
enrire world spectator to his grovel- 
n^F,r«t Lady- One doesn't 

need to telephone Dr. Freud to realize 
the roiling hatred that must be in 
such a humiliated man.

these women were just agents of the 

XneP’S t,me he ™
tivin<,7 th °kejOf them he Was JUSt 

gAto probe deePer *nto the situa- 
tion. As soon as the speeches were 

and run hke a-^e7ourTto:m ,COPler

will
ov"1 inta ^W-Ooo'vi^ally

matter of Hillary’s basic competence

tem.



Thursday, April 39. 1999 The Washington Post

A Room of Her Own
1

In New York, a Place for Mrs. Clinton 14
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“This is our fcllJl

interpretation of a
-

serious room for a

serious, modem

lady.” 1 j

LQJ—Stephen Miller Siegel /

r
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By Linda Hales
IFasMngton Post Staff Writer

Ralph Lauren-esque look and 
count at least two FOBs, Carly Si­
mon and Ambassador to Belgium 
Paul Cejas, among their clients.

“We knew that she and the pres­
ident had talked of wanting to 
move to New York," Siegel said. 
“And of course every time you 
open the newspaper, you read 
about Hillary coming.”

.■ I

ous, intellectual.”
Read gray flannel rug, pin­

striped walls, serious antiques in­
cluding a Roman sculpture, 19th- 
century Russian clock, Danish 
Modern tables and an Empire 
writing desk.

Siegel and partner Nannette 
Brown have never met the first la­
dy. They gave George Stephano­
poulos’s New York apartment a

NEW YORK—Is this a novel 
way to end the carpetbagger is­
sue? Two decorators ready a fully 
furnished room in an Upper East 
Side town house for Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton, at least for the 
month of May.

No, the Clintons have not 
bought the six-story, 20-room fix­
er-upper. “They don’t own any 
property nor are they looking for 
any property in New York,” Julie 
Mason, deputy White House press 
secretary, said yesterday.

The house, at 2 E. 82nd St., is 
being primped for a design world 
mega-event on Tuesday, the open­
ing of the Kips Bay Boys & Girls 
Club Decorator Show House.

One of the rooms has been done 
up in honor of the first lady’s fu­
ture: It’s called “Hillary’s Term 
(s).”

Think of it as the decorating 
version of Clinton’s appearance 
on the cover of Vogue—or a cam­
paign poster, of sorts, if not for a 
prospective Senator Clinton, at 
least for gender-less decor.

“This is our interpretation of a 
serious room for a serious, mod­
em lady,” says architect Stephen 
Miller Siegel. “It’s no frills, seri-
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“Hillary's Term(s)," done up in pinstripes and anticipation of the 
first lady's political future.
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entertainment types — 
spread out across the city.

several schools, is bitterly op­
posed to the city-funded vouch­
ers.
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Eason said.
More than 1.000 guest princi­

pals — including several busi­
ness bigwigs and political and 

will

■

J J

In the five years since it 
kicked off, the program has 
brought donations to city 
schools for new playgrounds, 
gardens, books and internships. 

“We bring in funds to enhance 
what’s good in public schools,” 
Eason said. Mrs. Clinton will 
spend most of the day at the 
Queens school, mingling with 
students and teachers.

Later in the afternoon, she 
plans to take part in a “town 
meeting" with about 350 other 
guest principals at the New 
York Public Library. The discus­
sion will he moderated by inter­
viewer Charlie Rose.

Giuliani won't be going to the 
library town meeting.

zgl

w

Mrs. Clinton came out against 
the controversial vouchers last 
week, shortly after Giuliani un­
veiled the $12 million plan 
when he released his budget — 
setting the stage for a possible 
campaign battle.

This is Mrs. Clinton’s first 
visit to the Big Apple since the 
brawl between Giuliani and 
Crew erupted this week over the 
mayor’s plans to press state 
lawmakers to abolish the (ward.

A spokeswoman for Public Ed­
ucation Needs Civic Involve­
ment. the group behind the 
guest principal program.de- 
clined to get involved in the ed­
ucation flap — and said the or­
ganization is “thrilled" about 
Mrs. Clinton’s visit.

"Hopefully, it will shine a na­
tional spotlight on the value of 
very successful business and 
community leaders coming into 
schools," spokeswoman Jennifer

I
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By SUSAN EDELMAN

The possible Senate face-off 
between Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton and Mayor Giuliani will 
heat up today as the potential 
candidates stake out turf as 
“principal for a day” at city 
schools.

The First Lady, who will be 
the guest commander-in-chief at 
an intermediate school in South 
Ozone Park. Qatou, and Giuli­
ani. who will Im* top dog at a 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, elemen­
tary school, aren’t likely to cross 
paths.

But the possible rivals for the 
2000 Senate race are taking 
part in the guest principal pro­
gram at a time when Giuliani's 
battle with Schools Chancellor 
Rudy Crew over school vouchers 
and “blowing up" the Board of 
Education is coming to a boil

Crew, who’s also set to visit

Hillary will be the 
guest principal at 
a Queens school, 
and Giuliani will 
be top dog at a 
Brooklyn school.
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Enjoys reading to children; 
sends son Andrew and daugh­
ter Caroline to parochial 
school

First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and 
Mayor Giuliani will 

face oft in the black­
board jungle — as 
guest principals at 
two city schools. 
Here's The Post’s 
analysis of their 

unique qualifications 
for the job:
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Socks the cat TEACHER'S PET

OH-THE-JOB 
EXPERIENCE
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HILLARY RODHAM

“It Takes a Village: And Other ||ROOFS FOR THE “What Will You Be?", a story
Lessons Children Teach Us;" SCHOOL LIBRARY by the mayor written and

“Dear Socks, Dear Buddy; PM illustrated by Kristin Doney.
Kids’ Letters to the First Pets."
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Recent guest speaker at the RELATtOMSHIP Wary 
United Federation of Teachers VJITH TEACHERS 

conference in Buffalo
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MAYOR GIULIANI

Visits schools around 
the country; sent ! 

daughter Chelsea to 
private schools
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^FHE Hillary Hesitation is 
■ suddenly slamming New

“ON
that they put themselves and 
what’s good for them ahead of

fascinating to hear many New
York Dems privately confide operative: “1 think she desper- Clinton’s Sexgate tone-deafness 
that they fear Mrs. Clinton ately wants to run but she’s . s week when she •said on th*

concernedrun — very

-uu unu dear. cratic (und rais(.r who qujrk v .u.um s
For a reporter these days, it’s adds that fund-raising isn’t her as possiblejwell into next fall.

•I’J5

anybody else.”
Adds a New York Democratic

ary Clinton.
The -  

may not end soon — a Dem 
strategist says Mrs. Clinton's

please the boss’s wife, right9 
J.’  • f t ■ ■■

First Lady from Illinois-Arkan­
sas are sagging against Mayor 
Giuliani.

“The carpet-bagger issue is a 
much more serious issue than 
anybody thought it would be,” 
says a major New York Demo­

problem — but self-aggrandize­
ment may be

“What you hear over and over 
is that if there's one thing the 
Clintons share as a couple, it’s

Imagine if she let out double 
entendre like that in a hot New 
\ork Senate campaign. Some­
one would be sure to ask about 

ing the kind of “noise” that 

i mes-

“As the front-runner, you don’t 
want to be out there for people 
to shoot at you Just look what’s 
happening to Al Gore.”

The problem for Dems is that 
the longer Mrs. Clinton waits, 
the harder it will be for candi- 
date-in-waiting Nita Lowey — 
and the greater the chance that 
Rudy Giuliani will be New 
York’s next senator.

DEBORAH ORIN

INSIDE 
WASHING1

NEW EOOK EOS!. . !!«»„.

Some Dems worried about First Lady

of procrastination

Republicans — and plenty of 
Dems — still can’t get over Mrs.

York Democrats in the gut as 
the First Lady comes to New 
York today to play school princi­
pal and then star at a Demo­
cratic fat-cat dinner.

The fear: That the carpet-bag­
ger factor turns out to be much, 
much worse than anyone 
thought and the First Lady will 
lose if she runs, or that she 
eventually won't run because 
she fears losing, but she’ll wait 
so long that she’ll ruin any 
other New York Democrat’s 
chances.

Liberal Rep. Maurice Hinchey 
said publicly what lots of jittery 
Dems are saying privately this 
week when he warned: “I’m not 
convinced that she will do it — 
and I’m not convinced that she 
should do it."

Hinchey is now “clarifying” 
and insists she’d win if she ran 
and he just wants her to know 
how "bare knuckles” New York 
politics can be — but his warn­
ing to think twice came through 
loud and clear.

would lose and shouldn’t run— very concerned about the 1 
then watch as they publicly join carpet-bagger issue. And people &row'ng up is learning to con- 

"**------  are starting to realize this isn’t
the slam dunk they expected.”

Post pollster John Zogby puts
it this way: “I'm hearing ner-

Littleton. Colo., massacre: “Part

the chorus of “Run, Hillary are starting to realize this isn’t tro* on'' -s impulses, which is
Run." the slam dunk they expected.” often difficult for young people."

But then, everyone wants to . pollster John Zogby puts Republican National
/  ft this way: “I’m hearing ner- Committee spokesman Mike
Even if the poll numbers of the vousness from Democrats where Collins dryly: “Young people
c:__* . _j.. c ... . . before I heard chortling. They’re aren’t the only ones."

particularly worried about the ’------ -- ’ ...
one-two punch of Al Gore (now
slipping badly in polls! and Hill- 

Clinton." 
-..j will she/won’t she debate impulses and interns.— creat- 

i  ’ " ’ 
drowns out a candidate’s
sage. And that’s another thing 
worrying New York Dems.
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Rudy’s an appealing guy

MAYOR RUDY is covering all beta as 
he weighs his political future He just 
sent a letter to past supporters saying 
he's seriously considering running for 
the Senate. “If I decide to go ahead with 
this campaign, it will be the toughest 
challenge of my life — especially if Hill­
ary Clinton is my opponent," Giuliani 
writes.

“I must know immediately if I have 
your support," he says. “A serious race 
for a U.S. Senate seat in our state costs 
a minimum of $15 million. It’s outra­
geous, but it’s a fact of political life. And 
if Mrs. Clinton gets into the race, the 
stakes will be even higher.”
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Rights Group Cites Feinstein’s Focus on Taliban
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By HEIDI SHERMAN 
riMtSSFAFF WKITEK

WASHINGTON—Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) was honored 
Wednesday by a prominent hu­
man rights group for her efforts to 
spotlight and combat the repres­
sion of women in Afghanistan.

Feinstein is a leader in the ef­
fort “to assure we in the U.S. are 
doing all we can to bring an end 
to the oppression," said Len Ru­
benstein, director of the Boston­
based Physicians for Human 
Rights, which sponsored Wednes­
day’s luncheon.

Afghan women have suffered 
Since the Taliban, an ultracon­
servative Islamic group, swept to 
power in the country in 1996.

The group's edicts have ban­
ished women from the work force, 
closed schools for girls and forced 
women to be covered from head

■

to toe in a religious shroud called 
a burqa. Women who disobey 
these and other rules are subject 
to beatings or imprisonment.

The luncheon's keynote 
speaker. First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, called the “iron 
rule" of the Taliban “the clearest 
violation of women's rights any­
where m the world.”

Feinstein was co-author of a 
Senate resolution last May con­
demning the country's cruel treat­
ment of women. She and her staff 
are exploring legislative ap­
proaches to the problem.

"Shedding the light on prac­
tices is often the way to bring 
about more change." Feinstein 
said.

"Well continue" to press the 
case of Afghan women, she 
added, "and one day we'll pre­
vail."
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Associated Prex<

Sen. Dianne Feinstein greets Hillary Clinton during a Capitol Hill 
luncheon honoring Feinstein on Wednesday.
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Impulse control
‘"Hillary Clinton sounded hol­

low [TUesday] when she said, as 
she introduced her husband at a 
gun-control rally: "Part of grow­
ing up is learning how to control 
one’s impulses,’ ’’ writes New York 
Times columnist Maureen Dowd
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___Hillary’s fault
Who to blame for out-of-control 

youths? Newsweek's Howard
Fineman suggests Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton.

“We are confronting the conse­
quences of a generation's worth 
of law and politics on ‘children’s 
rights,’ ” Mr. Fineman said Mon­
day on CNBC’s “Hardball.” 
"When Hillary Clinton was at 
Yale Law School she wrote a very 
important early article on chil­
dren's rights. In other words, the 
old idea that the parents had 
complete control, legally and so­
cially, over the children was being 
challenged in the ’60s and 70s. 
And now parents are being crit­
icized for not being close enough 
after a generation of law and law­
suits and so on, telling the par­
ents to stay away.”
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and Security Services 

fnrap will speak this week at a 
Conference in Little Rock spoo- 
sored by the Koch Crime Institute 
;Tin not against these things by any 
ineans. But it's just an extra tool to 
reduce the risk in schools. Ub only 
ppe piece of the punle. We have to 
look at the bigger picture.” 
j Parents need to be more in­
volved with their children and to 

ing on with your kid, you should 
know what’s going on in the streets 
gnd in your own home." 

’ ‘ Alsc, security training should 
go beyond the level of teachers, 
principals and superintendent

IO

^andguns, Including semiautomat­
ic, -military style rilles by children 

■ . « ■ ■ ■ __ ____

too many?’ said Ken Trump, preai- 
ijent and CEO of National School 
Safety

Guns grab focus of safe school debate
I£ Clinton bill ‘saves one child’s life, that’s good enough,’ says Jonesboro mom

BY KIMBERLY GILLESPIE
ARKANSAS OtMOCRAIX/AZETTC

! New gun-control laws might 
; help prevent violence, but there is
i no panacea for the rash of school
, shootings across the country to the 
Ispt couple of years, aome juve-
I1K* justice oflicials and educators

the wake of last weelrt ram-

•^"Wc need to train support staff 
in how to handle these things,” 
Trump said. “Who's going to take a 
bbnb threat over the telephone’ 
A secretary. Who’s going to discov- 

a tomb to a locker’ A cusUxii

RkJ by two students at Columbine 
ffiulh School to Littleton, Colon in 
fWch 14 students and a teacher 
Rftd, ‘President Clinton unveiled 
llew legislation Tuesday to dis- 

”‘rage it from happening again
Hinton's proposal would, to 

jy<n L bold parents or other adults 
able when children commit 

jj&aes and it can be shown that 
'jhemdnlt “knowingly or recklessly 
allowed it to occur.” They could be 
sentenced three to 10 years to 
tfr|son and assessed up to 110,000 
to fines.
•The bill would also extend an 

existing ban on possession of 

place to be.”
He touts prevention, interven­

tion and awareness as the best 
iSlrSeaT**

eJecutJ vc director of 
the North Carolina Center for the 
Prevention of School Violence 
said society should equip its ehii- 
dren mil the “resiliency to deal 
with the bad stuff to the world." 
Rdey will also speak at the Koch
UeRcck511^*6 coafereilcc in L,t- 

“It still comes back to having 

“S16 ^sponsible for 
their children's actions, and being 
more involved to helping them 
choose healthy behaviors over un­
healthy ones,” she said. “School vi­
olence Is not just a school prob­
lem School violence is a comma

to. Who's going to bearg fenofis- 
tic threat? Maybe a bus driver. 
Those people generally don't get 
any training.“
'■'Not all things can be done 
through legislation, TYump said. 
But peer mediation, conflict reso­
lution programs and societal 
changes are long-term solutions, 
and immediate safety Concerns 
must be addressed.

Kevin Penu, assistant director 
of the School Improvement and In 
structiona! Support Committee 
with the state Department of Edu­
cation, opposes punishing parents 
for their children^ crimes.

“One of the things we need to 
look at is that the entire communi­
ty has to address the problem,” he 
Said. “While these things start at 
home, parents need help with in­
tervention."

Everyone in the community 
must be involved, Penix said.

“There's probably no way we 
can ever prevent these things that 
are 1
school 
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Britthney Vam- h’J/A losses.” on television
" „ , and in video

— Suzann Wilson, mother games for many 

ofBritthney Varner, 11, who 

was slain by a schoolmate have occurred 

last year at Westside Middle

Mitchell Johnson broke into Dou- 
?las Golden's home and took the 
guns from a locked gun cabinet.

The bill Wilson supported 
would have made it a Class D 
felony punishable by up to six 
years in prison and a fine of up to 
$10,000 to let a child have access to 
gun that is used to injure someone. 
The penalty was lowered to a mis­
demeanor before the bill was de­
feated in the state Legislature.

Wilson hopes people both for 
and against gun control will com­
promise,

This isn’t about what we're los­
ing. but about what we're going to 
lose if we don't do something.” she 
said We've lost something so 
much more important than 
2nd .Amendment rights."

She fears that gun control oppo­
nent will quash Clinton’s propos- 
• If

"If it just saves one child’s life

er, 11, who was
gunned down by
a schoolmate last
year at Westside
Middle School
near Jonesboro
— advocated
state legislation 
last year similar 
to Clinton’s proposal.

Andrew Golden, one of the boys 
convicted of murder in the shoot­
ing deaths of Britthney and four 
other Westside students, used guns 
owned by his grandfather to com­
mit the murders. Golden’s lawyer, 
David Hodges of Little Rock, con­
tends that the Andrew and

She and her 
husband moni- 

School near Jonesboro tor what their 
___ _______ almost-2-year- 
old son Clayton watches and the 
toys he plays with

“We don't let him play with toy 
guns, and we won’t let him play 
some video games,” she said.

Children don’t see repercus­
sions for violence on television, 
and that's something that should 
be changed, she said.

r
-1

I

that's good 
enough,” she 
said “The gun 
... is the means 
to kill people ... 
If We can take

Assncialed Press

One week to the day after the Colorado school shooting, first lady HUIary Rod­
ham Clinton, with President Clinton (left), observe a moment of silence for vic­
tims of the massacre, during a White House event Tuesday. The president later 
proposed legislation to raise the legal age for handgun possession from 18 to 21 
and hold negligent parents Hable when their children commit comes with guns. 
Congressional supporters of the legislation stand In the background.

“Adults who " ~

legally own ‘Very rarely do you see 
SeeapSP«S Bruce Willis going to the

fun"al of the person ..........  __
hands^ of young he’s just blown OWOy. Let away Uieir abili- 

s e kids see... how parents 

and families are dealing

, ■r
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wrong." he said. 

Very rarely do you see Bruce 
Willis going to the funeral of the 
person he's just blown away.’’ Wil­
son said. “Let kids see ... how par 
ents and families are dealing with 
losses."

While Wilson is pleased to see 
that Clinton is reacting quickly to 
what happened in Littleton, local I 

gun shop owner Amy Buchner said , 
she thinks the President's propos­
al is just a "knee-jerk reaction." j

Buchner, who owns Blue Bead | 
Arms Co. in Little Rock with her 
husband, said the bill's specifica­
tions about explosives has no rela­
tion to the Littleton massacre even 
though homemade bombs were 
used in the attack. A provision of 
the bill would obligate buyers of 
explosives to undergo the same 
background checks as buyers of 
guns.

The term “explosives” would 
apply to dynamite and blasting 
caps but not to materials that can 
be blended into a volatile mixture.

"They used absolutely no blast­
ing caps in Littleton, at least not 
from what I’ve read," she said. 

“All little boys take apart fire­
crackers and use the powder that's 
inside to blow things up,” she said. 
"Besides, you can't penalize the 
entire country for the actions of a 
couple of kids.”

She agrees with Wilson in that 
violence tn the media causes prob­
lems

"It's TV and video games and 
tliat kind of hoohaw,” she said. 
“TheyTe mesmerized by that trash."

There are "plenty of good laws 
on the books. Nobody abides by 
those. They need to enforce the 
laws that are there instead of mak­
ing new ones," Buchner said.

"We've done nothing but com­
promise since this whole thing 
started," Buchner said. "They 
need to start banning matches for 
arsons and every time there’s a car 
accident Chrysler and Chevrolet 
and all of them should shut down."

In addition to punishing adults 
who give children access to guns 
and waiting periods on the pur­
chase of explosives, Clinton^ pro­
posal also would reouire:

mltteTwhXSdren get the guns 

they use to commit those cFJ™es; 
••Parents are responsible for

?h°™lo comp''1* U"ir inVMHg8'

kansas Rifle and Pistol Msocw

to Mandatory child safety locks on

toA^eUme^ban on gun owner-
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Frank IMUtenberg (D-NJ.), Attorney (GeneralJanet Rent), Sen. /oh 
(R-R.I.) and Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.).

t

GUN CONTROL

J*

d-1 ■

r ’K

* 1

' VE ,x

F/rri

* I w Jb 

r yCJ

____________________

. <

? UL ■’W • ■

CT''^ri

LAUREN V. BURKE 

On Tuesday, membeis of Congress joined President Clinton in calling for gun 
control legislation to be re-submitted to Congress. With Clinton and first lady 
Hillary Clinton (from left to right), Ref). Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas), Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.), Altonuy General Janet Reno, Sen. John Chafee
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Attacking 
In City, 
Appealing 
To State 

By ABBY GOODNOUGH 
When Mayor Rudolph W. Giuli­

ani took over City Hall In 1994. he 
embraced three main goals: re­
ducing crime, creating more jobs 
and overhauling a school system 

that he said suffered 
News rrom a bloated bu-

reaucracy. But while AnalySls he has largely accom-
plished the first two, 

even the Republican Mayor's sup­
porters say he has not done nearly 
enough to improve the public 
schools. 

Now, as Mr. Giuliani looks to­
ward a posslble campaign for the 
Un.iled States Senate, he Is very 
publicly, and very belligerently, 
turning his attentlon to the school 
system. flls most recent educatlon 
proposals - a voucher plan that 
would use tax dollars to send chil­
dren to private school, and a plan 
to abolish the Board of Education 
- have lnrurlated Schools Chan­
cellor Rudy Crew, who until now
has been one or the Mayor's closest
allles.

Why would Mr. Giuliani press 
ahead with education proposals 
that jeopardize his relatlonsh.lp 
with Dr. Crew, who has been not 
only a loyaJ lieutenant, but also one 
of the few high-ranking black om­
clals working with an administra­
tion that has little support among 
minority residents? The Mayor 
sa� he simply has no Choice, be­
cause Dr. Crew and the Board or 
Education have not acted boldly 
enough to tum around the system. 

But others say that as Mr. Gltlll­
anl starts seeking support for a 
possible Senate race. he wants to 
prove to voters around the state 
that he can Improve a troubled 
school system with the same .-g­
gresslve approach that he used to 
reduce the crime rate and welfare 
roUs. 

"There ts a question or whether 
he has the Interest, the vision and 
the courage to go beyond crime 
and take tough stands on other 
Issues," said Phll Friedman, a con­
sultant who works mostly ror 
Democrats. "And education Is a 
huge issue. If he shows at this 
early stage Lhat he is not afraid or 
changing the status quo in educa­
tion, It wdl get the attention of 
people who don't yet know what to 
think or him." 

Indeed, Mr. Giuliani has made a 
polnt of discussing education In 
recent. highly publlclzed visits 
with Gov. George w. Bush or Texas 
and House Speaker J. Dennis Hast­
ert. But yeSterday the Mayor ln· 
slsred that his newest education 
proposals had nothing to do with 
politics. Nor were hls recent state­
ments about wanting to "blow up" 
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Mayor Rudolph W. Giulfani denied yesterday that poli�cs played a 
role in his recent denunciation or the Board of Educabon.  

the school system part or  a new 
political strategy, he said, adding 
that he had borrowed that phrase 
from Robert P. Wagner Jr .• n ror­
mer president of the Board of Edu­
cation whom Mr. Giuliani has fre­
quently pralsed. 

"Let's try 10 get the partisan 
politics and talk about the Senate 
and all this sturr out or here," Mr. 
Giuliani said. "This Is a debate 
that I've been engaged In for 10 
years. It's about the good of the 
children, and It's only about the 
good or the children." 

Stlll. educa1lon policy proved 
one of the Mayor's few weaknes�s 
ln his 1997 re-election cnmpnlgn 
against Ruth W. Messinger. And tr 
be decides to run for the Senate 

Why is Giuliani 
alienating his old 
ally, Rudy Crew? 

seat that Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
wHI relinquish next year, has suc­
cesses and failures ln the educa­
tion arena wlll again be the subject 
of Intense scrutiny. 

HIiiary Rodham Clinton, the 
most prominent Democrat who 
has expressed Interest In the Sen­
ate seat, made a point of crttaclzlng 
voucher programs when she vis­
ited New York City last week. And 
education Is a top concern tor

women, who make up more than 
haJf of the state's electorate and 
whose votes Mr. Giulinnl might 
have to work especially ·hard to 
win In a race against Mrs. Clinton. 

Soll makes sense that Mr. Giuli­
ani would try to distance hlmselr 
from the problems of the city's 
school system, whlle Insisting that 
he had done everything he could to 
resolve (bem. Yesterday. wlllle la­
menting that Dr. Crow and Lhe 
Board or Education were "mired 

In a rigid defense or the status 
quo," he went so far as to say that 
the successful Initiatives that the 
Chancellor had undertaken In re­
cent years were "things that I 
or1glnl\lly suggested." 

Adam Goodman, a Republican 
media consultant who worked on 
Mr. Glullanl's 1997 re-election 
campaign, said yesterday that the 
Mayor was just a.s intent on Im­
proving the education system 
when he took orrlcc In 1994 as he Is 
now. All along. Mr. Goodman said. 
Improving education hns been just 
as Important a goal as reducing 
crime nnd the welfare rolls. 

"It's just that these other thin�s 
were more ensily resolved," he 
sold. "Education re Corm Is an on• 
going challenge that he perceived 
going In and realized that he could­
n't resolve ovemlghL .. 

Raymond B. Hardlng, the leader 
or the state's Liberal Party and 
one or Mr. Glullam's close� advls• 
ers. added, ''The Mayor hns 
thought or shaking up that system 
from Day I of assummg that or­
hce." 

But the Mayor's critics Insist 
that his latest proposals are not 
�enuine efforts to Improve the 
school system, but calculated 
st ratcgles meant to make him less 
vulnerable In a potential Senate 
race. They say that while Mr. Glu­
lianl's school voucher program 
will probably play well with the 
nnllonal party, It could well be 
rejected by the courts as unconstl• 
tutlonal. And they question why 
Mr. Gaullanl would want to aboll<;h 
the school board when he already 
has slgnltlcnnt control over It. 

"There certainly Is a tremen• 
dous need ror reform, but I.he 
things he's looking at have nothmg 
to do with reform," said Sal F. 
Albanese, a former City Councll­
mnn and Democratic mayoral 
candidate. "It's the perfect stance 
tor someone with his ambiuons, to 
appear 10 be a reformer who pro­
motes public educauon. This Is 
pure, raw politics, and It's all about 
Glullanl's poUllcal future." 
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took too much for granted . . . 
With cancer, everything became

inpass” for the ups 
of a campaign from

straight line,”

fantasy because I thmk
what

rightfully,” his wife says 
led he didn’t see enough

erature, the arts.”

even imagine how

Hillary Clinton’s place. “But

am so inexperienced

anyway.

go home and call other doctors. 
He figured out her chemothera-

prise there was a lot of good. 
Neighbors she barely knew

t

not
yet,

cooked supper or came to take 
her for walks. And there was a

change in her own outlook on life. 
“It gave me a sense of focus and 

a sense of values that I hadn't 
had before, in the sense that I

py regime.
The cancer turned her life 

upside down, and yet to her sur­

as First 
never was a 

a lot of

because Moore had a stroke, but 
soon Schlant and Bradley began 
spending Saturdays cramming 
in art galleries and movies 
before he ate his 2 p.m. pre-game 
steak.

She figures she got “a very 
realistic compass" for the ups 
and downs of a campaign from 
her days of watching at Madison 
Square Garden as he was 
“cheered beyond belief” but also 
loudly booed for missing shots.

It became a commuting mar­
riage when he was elected to the 
Senate in 1978, because she was 
teaching at Montclair State and 
they kept their primary home in 
New Jersey.

Their daughter, Theresa Anne, 
now 20, lived with her mom in 
New Jersey and saw her dad 
when he came home on week­
ends, until she was 10, when her 
dad — “rightfully," his wife says 
— decided he didn’t see enough 
of her.

So the Bradleys moved to 
Washington, and he became the 
primary parent two days a week. 
His wife — whose teaching 
schedule was predictable — 
came down Thursday and went 
back Monday morning.

Like Chelsea Clinton, Theresa 
Anne is a college student, but it’s 
unclear how much shell join in 
the campaign, her mother says, 
because “she needs to be her own 
person."

Mrs. Bradley also has a grown 
daughter, Stephanie, from her 
first marriage and four grand­
children, ages 1 to 6, who, she 
says, “adore" her husband.

But in the midst of her happy, 
comfortable, busy life in 1992 
came the stunning news that she 
had breast cancer. She felt a lit­
tle lump, it tested malignant, 
and a week later she had a mas­
tectomy.

“The fact that Bill was there 
held me together. Physically 
there, emotionally there, in ways 
that I don’t know how it would 
have been if Bill hadn’t been 
there," she says.

He went to the doctor with her 
and took notes because she was 
in such a state of shock, she 
could barely comprehend. He’d

HuBu{ ,ahe Mrs. Clinton

ru" f<!r Vs- Senate -

nave pontical aspira- 
ambitions, and I think 

my upiradon,

Not surprisingly, she thinks 
her issues as First Lady wiuld 
be volunteerism and education

. maxes her uneasy. “T
wMtrOna’ 1 rca,1y don’t 
want them, you know, in head- 
Mys’ -T/b6.?®* York Post" she 

^’at. Is

that. I cannot conceive of us

being in such a situation." 
Sexgate makes her------

much more precious and valu­
able. It was a great liberator,” 
she says.

“I have kept that focus ... It 
gave me such a sense of inner 
strength. It’s the same image as 
the tightrope — you walk a

Nope, Ernestine Bradley’s 

your typical politico. Not

a clear head?

Lady because, “I nev
alnd 1 think - 

lawyers have political 

uons or r *' ‘

so?”

---------I ever

women anyway. Don’t you think
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Hillary’s Useless Popularity
potential to do a lot of good i 
very limited areas. IndepencI

their poll ratings nosedive. 
When Nancy Reagan helped

I
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GIL 
TROY
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Gil Troy is a professor of his­
tory at McGill University in 
Montreal. His latest book, 
“Affairs of State” covers the 
presidential couples from the 
Trumans to the Clintons.
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potential to do a lot ot good in 
very limited areas. Independ­
ent projects, especially on tra­
ditionally “soft" womanly topics 
such as child-rearing, literacy, 
and historic preservation are 
encouraged; bold policy initia­
tives are not. Books written 
with Millie the dog or Socks the 
cat play well; policy memos and 
position papers will not.

After six tumultuous years at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
despite unimaginable tensions 
and humiliations, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is finally 
basking in the glow of spectac­
ular public approval. She 
should enjoy the Hillary-for- 
senator boom, but not take it 
too seriously. She should recall 
the price she had to pay to 
secure such popularity, how 
delicate her position as First 
Lady is, and how fickle the 
public can be.

'f.

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
would find a New York
Senate run so 

tempting; What else 
could so revive her 
flagging reputation 
as an independent 
and powerful politi­
cal force?

The Hillary Clinton 
of 1999 is a far cry 
from the woman who burst on 
the scene in 1992 promising to 
revolutionize the role of First 
Lady — and the rest of the 
country as well. In those days of 
“two for the price of one,” she 
emphasized her impressive 
legal resume, her own extensive 
network of political contacts and 
her ambitions — and qualifica­
tions — to be a policy-maker.

But even as the American 
people voted Bill Clinton into 
office, they resoundingly reject­
ed the Clinton co-presidency 
and Hillary herself. Through 
the Clintons’ first two years in 
the White House, public-opin­
ion polls consistently gave her 
the lowest approval ratings of 
any First Lady since polling

RonSadVCNP 
this odd, extra-constitutional, 
yet terribly important throw­
back of a position.

No First Lady has run for 
office. But, unfortunately for 
Mrs. Clinton and her New York 
fans, the past is studded with 
cautionary tales to consider. 
Her heroine Eleanor Roosevelt 
stumbled badly when she took

b ■

T is understandable why began. Then came the health­
care debacle — and Hillary’s 
retirement from high-profile 

policymaking.
Mrs. Clinton’s pub­

lic-approval ratings 
only started to rise 
when she began to 
conform to 
unspoken
clear protoc 
defining the Fi 

Ladyship — when she ca 
to resemble Barbara Busi 
not Eleanor Roosevelt.
Only by trading in her 
power suit for an 
apron, by writing a 
best-selling book on j 
child-rearing not poli- | 
cy-making, by stand­
ing by her man rather 
than working with
him, did Hillary become the 
popular figure she is today.

The gossamer shackles of the 
First Lady certainly are frus­
trating for a modem, intelli­
gent, accomplished woman. 
Even her most traditional pre­
decessors, such as Mrs. Bush, 
have bristled at the archaic 
and contradictory demands of

depose Donald Regan as 
chief of staff, she was vilified 
as a castrating, power-hun­
gry Lady Macbeth. Rosa- 
lynn Carter and Mrs. 
Clinton herself experienced 
much the same. The harsh, 
unimaginative criticisms 
these women endured 
reflect the depth of the 

consensus about the proper dos 
and don'ts for a First Lady.

Even in this modem age, the 
overwhelming majority of 
Americans expect the First 
Lady to stay within relatively 
traditional bounds. They are 
handed what Nancy Reagan 
called a “white glove pulpit” 
that gives them tremendous

a dollar-a-year job as assistant 
director of the Office of 
Civilian Defense in the early 
days of World War II: After 
five months of sustained 

| criticism of both the presi­
dent and the First Lady, 
Mrs. Roosevelt quit.

First Ladies who seem to 
strike out on their own win 
reporters’ cheers but see

it-

I 1
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good. God-fearing, law-abiding, tax­
paying citizens out there into believ
ing that every time we try to saw-a 
kid’s life it’s a camel's nose in the 

tent"
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President Clanton 
embraces Rep. 
Carolyn McCarthy 
(D-N.Y.) at the 
White House where 
he announced new 
gun control 
proposals. 
“People’s lives are 
at stake," he said. 
McCarthy's 
husband was slain 
in a commuter train 
shooting.

Clinton Proposes Hanclgun Limits
Sportsmen, Hunters Are Urged to Tolerate New Inconveniences

He referred specifically to the 
National Rifle Association, which 
warns its members titat incremental 
limits on gun rights may lead to 
major restrictions, even confisca­
tion. Clinton—who said he shot tin 
cans with a 22-caliber rifle as a 
12-year-old—called on sport shoot­
ers to accept new inconveniences in 
order to limit the flow of arms to 
persons bent on violence. He likened 
his gun proposals to the inconve­
nience of x-ray machines and metal 
detectors at airports, safeguards 
now widely accepted.

Clinton said the NRA will lose its 
influence in Congress “when jM-nple 
from rural Pennsylvania and rural 
West Virginia and rural Colorado 
and Idaho start calling their cong­
ressmen and saying, ‘Hey, we can 
live with this.... Well gladly put up 
with an extra hassle, a little wait, a 
little this, a little that, because we 
want to save several thousand kids a 
year.' ... You change the culture, 
well change the laws."

The NRA, sensitive to public 
reaction after the Colorado shoot­
ing, declined to comment on the 
president’s remarks. John Velleco, 
spokesman for Gun Owners of 
America, said Clinton was “exploit­
ing this tragedy in Littleton to 
further his gun control agenda. 
There is not a gun control law on the 
books, or one that is king proposed 
today, that would have prevented 
this tragedy."

Congress has rejected several of 
the proposals in Clinton's package. 
But some gun control advocates say 
the harrow ing television accounts of 
the Littleton massacre may arouse 
Americans who previously were in­
different to gun control.

"The level of public focus and 
outrage is unprecedented,” said Ad 
am Eisgrau, public policy director 
for Handgun Control

Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott (R-Miss.) said yesterday that 
senators will have a chance to debate 
and vote on firearms proposals in 
about two weeks. Sen. Richard J. 
Durbin (D-HL) called that “a break 
through” in a GOP-led Congress 
generally unfavorable to gun restric­
tions.

Clinton’s package would require 
criminal background checks on pro­
spective buyers at gun shows and on 
would-be purchasers of dynamite, 
blasting caps and black powder, 
which can be used to make bombs.

President Clinton proposer! yesr 
terday to limit Americans to one 
handgun purchase a month, as he 
delivered an emotional appeal to 
sportsmen and hunters to tolerate 
new inconveniences in ho|x*s of 
saving youllts from violence such as 
that seen last week in Littleton, 
Colo.

Clinton, expanding his previously 

announced gun control proposals, 
said it's time for the entire nation to 
adopt the onehandgun-a-month lim­
it that is now law in Virginia. 
Maryland ami South Carolina. He 
also proposed tanning handgun pos­
session by persons under 21 (the 
current cutoff is 18) and a han on 
juvenile possession of semeautomat­
ic assault rifles.

Together with his previously out­
lined proposals—such as regulating 
gun shows, banning large ammuni 

tion dips and requiring chiki safety 
locks to be sold with all new hand­
guns—the package would creaU- “a 
hassle” for law-abiding gun buyers 
and sellers, Clinton said in a While 
House ceremony. “It's worth, it,* I* 
said. "People's lives are at stake. 

The Wliite House called the pack­
age “the most comprehensive gun 
crime legislation any administration 
lus put forward in a generation. 
While some gun control groups 
want greater top-tobottom regula­
tion of the firearms industry, they 

( enthusiastically embraced Clinton's 

I proposals. .
“We almost don’t have adjectives 

to describe how important this com­
prehensive package is,” said Naomi 
Paiss, communications director of 
Handgun Control Inc.

In an impassioned speech before 
40 membcTS of Congress and dozens 
of gun control advocates, Clinton 
said those trying to explain last 
week's high school massacre in Col­
orado must focus on more than gory- 
video games and Internet sites on 

bomb making. < .
“It’s not just the culture of vio­

lence that has to change," he said, 
alternately brandishing his left fist 
ami right forefinger. “It's the culture 
of hunting and sport shooting that 
has to stop financing efforts to 
frighten their members who are

J
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Principal players go back to school
Talented adults, 1,100 strong, donate time to NYC pupils
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up program at her alma mater.
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Getting arts, books, futures in shape
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ordinate civic involvement in 
the city's schools.

“PFAD affords them the pos­
sibility to walk in and say, Here
I am. Show me around. Let me 
show you who I am, and tell me 
how 1 can help,’ ” Belzberg says.

Through a Metropolitan Life 
grant, PENCIL is helping other 
cities develop their own PFAD 
programs.

More than 725 volunteers

participated in Chicago’s sec­
ond annual event last week, 
and 250 people are lined up for 
Friday’s program in Los Ange­
les. Ten other cities are in the 
pipeline to hold PFAD pro­
grams next year, Belzberg says.

Attention from New York’s 
corporate community has 
helped the school system re­
ceive an infusion of badly need­
ed computers, 1.6 million new

A sampling of programs initiated in New York City public schools as a 
result of the Principal for a Day program:
► VH1 CEO John Sykes created Save the Music, a 10-year 

commitment to restore music programs in New York and 
across the country.
► NBC president and CEO Bob Wright and his wife. Suzanne, 

restored the auditorium, from seats to stage lights to murals, at 
Bayard Rustin High School.
► In addition to the clothing design and retail business cre­

ated at Washington Irving High School by Norma Kamali, the 
designer sponsors internships and part-time jobs and has 
launched a Web page (www.nycpublicschoolart4u2c.com) 
showcasing the creative talents of public school students and 
the wish lists of school principals.
► Arthur Barnes, senior vice president of the Health Insur­

ance Plan of Greater New York , created scholarships and 
health care training programs in the health professions for stu­
dents at Clara Barton High School.
► Showtime CEO Matthew Blank created the NYC Youth

Video Festival, an annual short-film contest.
► The PENCILBook Fund, created in cooperation with the publishing 

community, has added 1.6 million new books to the school system.
► Fitness expert Jake Steinfeld created a state-of-the-art fitness facil­

ity at Franklin Delano Roosevelt High School.
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ive years ago. celebrated 
fashion designer Norma 
Kamali returned to her 
high school to receive a 

distinguished graduate award.
The visit changed her life.
Although much about New 

York’s Washington Irving High 
seemed unchanged from her 
schooldays in the 1960s — the 
classrooms and desks looked 
eerily familiar — Kamali was 
pleasantly surprised by neigh­
borhood businesses’ enthusi­
asm for the school.

“I saw people in the business 
community who were involved 
in the school’’ Kamali says. 
There was a sense the two 
“could prosper together. It 
made me want to do it. too. To 
get involved."

And she did. using her fash­
ion expertise to develop a cloth­
ing design and retail business 
for W.Lshington Irving students.

Every year since, she’s gone 
into other New York public 
schools to find out what she — 
a concerned citizen and busi­
nesswoman — can do to help.

“There’s lots you can do 
when you know what a school 
needs,” Kamali says.

She’ll be back at it Thursday, 
with 1,100 other volunteers, as 
New York City holds its fifth an­
nual Principal for a Day 
(PFAD) program.

Designed to give the private 
sector a look at public educa­
tion in action and to establish 
connections that truly will ben­
efit schools, PFAD recruits 
from throughout the city's busi­
ness, civic and entertainment 
communities, and beyond.

Among the notables expect­
ed to participate this year first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton; 
Bob Wright, president and CEO 
of NBC; Judy McGrath, presi­
dent of MTV; hot R&B singer 
Tyrese; actor Billy Baldwin; 
and TV journalists Lesley Stahl 
and Jane Pauley.

“Too often people say. T care 
about education' but don’t know 
what that means,” says Lisa 
Belzberg, president of PENCIL 
(Public Education Needs Civic 
Involvement in Learning), the 
nonprofit group formed to co-
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Physical educa­
tion: Fitness trainer 
Jake Steinfeld do­
nated a gym.
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By design: Norma Kamali set 

books for library and class­
room use, and $1 million for 
music education, among other 
gifts.

"We re thrilled for the big 
names. That says to everyone 
(in a company). ‘This is a very 
important thing to be engaged 
in,’ ” Belzberg says. “At the 
same time, you want the 
(small-business man) to be in­
volved, too, so he goes back to
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Newsworthy:

Longtime partia- 
pant Jane Pauley 
talks with students 
in New York.
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White House calls
for strict new laws
on gun purchases
Clinton invokes Colorado massacre>4
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By Bill Sammon 
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The president, who acknowl­
edged he grew up in that culture m 
Arkansas, added, “A lot of my folks 
at home might take offense at what 
I said today."

He said that his proposals to re-

w1 
r

I

i

strict the sale of firearms at gun 
shows will be an “inconvenience” 
to gun enthusiasts

“It will be a hassle," Mr Clinton 
said, but "it’s worth it. People’s 
lives are at stake here ”

Scores of lawmakers and gun 
control advocates attended the 
event, which began with a speech 
by first lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton.

“It is criminal how easy it is for 
children in America to obtain 
guns,” Mrs. Clinton said. “ ‘Guns' 
and ‘children’ are two words that 
should never be put together in the 
same sentence.”

Mr. Clinton wants to raise the 
minimum age for buying a hand­
gun from 18 to 21, limit the pur­
chase of handguns to one per 
month, and outlaw possession of 
semiautomatic assault rifles by ju­
veniles.

He also wants to mandate back­
ground checks on people who want 
to buy explosives and ban con- 
victed felons from purchasing the 
black powder used in making pipe 
bombs.

don’t fool with me; and every rea­
sonable restriction is just the cam­
el’s nose in the tent; and pretty­
soon they’ll come after my shotgun 
and I’ll miss the next duck hunting 
season."

Photo by Rooet PchardsThc Washington Timos

Hillary Rodham Clinton leads a moment ol silence for the Littleton, Colo., victims at a gun-control event.

CRACKING DOWN
New antl-gun legislation proposed yesterday by President Clinton 
calls for:_______________________________ ________________________

H Background^heck^n^uyers^at_al[gumshow^ale^_____________

B Raising the legal age for handgun possession from 18 to 21._______

■ Mandatory prison sentences of three to 10 years and $10,000 fines
for adults, including parents, who allow children access to guns______
■ Making buyers of explosives subject to the same Brady law
background checks as gun purchasers_______________ ___ __
B Banning juvenile possession of certain semiautomatic rifles._______

B Halting imports of ammunition clips that hold more than 10 rounds

B Limiting individual handgun purchases to one per month.__________

B Mandatory child-safety locks on all guns sold_______________

B A lifetime ban on gun ownership for people who commit violent 
crimes as juveniles______________________________________________
B A three-day waiting period for all handgun purchases, with an 
additional two days if law officers need them to complete their 
investigation.

Source Associaled Press

umbine High School in Colorado. 
But the White House responded to 
previous school killings with such 
measures as a safety- pamphlet that 
was distributed to high schools, in­
cluding Columbine.

And Mr. Clinton did not hesitate 
to invoke the week-old massacre in 
arguing for passage of his gun con­
trols.

“We can pass it all if the Amer­
ican people want it badly enough, 
and we don't need to go through 
another Littleton for the American 
people to want it badly enough," 
the president said. “We have a 
shared obligation to save chil­
dren’s lives."

Mr. Clinton said fewer children 
would have been killed in school 
shootings in recent years if his 
"reasonable” legislation had been 
on the books. However, he ac­
knowledged he was not “abso­
lutely certain” the Colorado trag­
edy could have been averted.

The president was especially 
critical of the National Rifle Asso­
ciation and the “huge hunting and 
sport shooting culture in Amer­
ica,” two groups that he said reflex­
ively oppose every reasonable gun 
control proposal.

"The NRA has been powerful 
not only because they have a lot of 
money, but because they can influ­
ence people who vote,” Mr. Clinton 
said.

"And in that culture, people be­
lieve: Everybody should be per­
sonally responsible for their ac­
tions; if you just punish people who 
do wrong more harshly, fewer peo­
ple will do wrong; and everybody 
tells me I’ve got a constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms, so
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President Clinton sought yester­
day to capitalize on public angst 
over last week’s school shootings in 
Littleton, Colo., by proposing what 
the White House called the most 
comprehensive anti-gun legisla­
tion in a generation.

“God, this is a no-brainer,” Mr. 
Clinton said in an emotional 
speech at the Old Executive Office 
Building. "This is crazy that we're 
living in a society that takes no rea­
sonable steps to protect the larger 
community."

But even the president's 
staunchest supporters doubted 
that he can convince Congress to 
enact the legislation, which would 
broadly curtail the sale of guns and 
explosives.

“You know what's going to hap­
pen?” said Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, 
New York Democrat, in her speech 
introducing the president. “When 
we go to the speaker of the House 
and beg for a debate on the floor, 
there will be silence, and the shoot­
ings will go on.”

John Feehery, press secretary 
for House Speaker J. Dennis Has­
tert, said, "We don’t think it’s wise 
to try to gain partisan advantage 
from this tragedy.

“The speaker has called for a na­
tional dialogue so that we can get 
to a deeper understanding of the 
problems that afflict the youth of 
this country," he said. “Legislative 
quick fixes are not sufficient.”

White House aides insisted yes­
terday’s proposal had been in the 
works for months and was not 
prompted by the massacre at Col-

7^
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Advice for Hillary
Rep. Maurice D. Hinchey, New 

York Democrat, has told Hillary 
Rodham Clinton that while she 
would be the strongest Demo­
cratic candidate for the 2000 Sen­
ate race there, he is not sure she 
should run.

“I think she can win I’m not 
convinced that she will do it and 
I’m not convinced that she should 
do it,” Mr. Hinchey told the Asso­
ciated Press.

The lawmaker said he talked at 
length with Mrs. Clinton a month 
ago about her possible candidacy 
and has spoken with her several 
times since then. In their conver­
sations, which Mr. Hinchey de­
scribed as ‘•candid,’’ he said he 
warned Mrs. Clinton that being at 
her husband’s side during past 
campaigns may not have com­
pletely prepared her for a Senate 
bid.

“No matter how you feel the 
criticism and the barbs that are 
aimed at that other person .. it’s 
an entirely different thing to have 
that experience yourself," he said.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton will

____ Principal Hillary

take nnr? 
take part m the Sth annual Prm-

Shi°h'X7XX%a^ar’
Adams added: “And I understand 

current first lady of the 
United States of America, who is 
a rumored reported maybe candi­
date for senator from New York 
but who shall remain nameless, 
will be in Queens. She will play 
Principal fora Day. The whole 
entire day. Not for just an hour. 
Not for just a class. From the

“Come 5 p.m., this so-far

1 he chancellor will be there The

rf°ra Day pro8ram in New 
York City tomorrow, says syndi­
cated gossip columnist Cindy Ad- 
8ms.
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Interestingly, members of the president’s own 
party weren’t quite so quick to pull the trigger. Sen. 
Richard Durbin, Democrat of Illinois, said it made 
sense to crack down on explosives, but added it was­
n’t quite that easy. “If you're talking about propane 
gas tanks and agricultural chemicals. I’m anxious to 
see how they define the component parts of this,” Mr. 
Durbin said. Senate Democratic leader Tbm Daschle 
said, “I'm not sure that gun legislation is what we 
need.” He said societal problems stemming from 
from “parental and teacher neglect and violence in 
the media and on the Internet” might merit more 
attention.

If lawmakers want to pass a law prohibiting 
youthful felons from possessing weapons, they are 
welcome to do so But they should ask the admin­
istration to consider enforcing the laws already on 
the books. Mrs. Clinton herself noted that more 
than 6,000 students were expelled from school last 
year for bringing guns with them. That happens to 
be a federal crime, but government reports show 
that in all of 1997 and 1998 there were only 13 fed­
eral prosecutions. It’s a violation of federal law for 
adults to transfer guns to minors, but in 1997 and 
1998, the feds only prosecuted 11 such cases com­
bined.

The irony is that such statutes apparently can 
work. In Richmond, federal prosecutors hare aggres­
sively pursued weapons offenders, putting those 
convicted in prison for a minimum of five years. It 
may be more than coincidental that violent crime in 
Richmond is down sharply.

There's no guarantee that enforcing existing laws 
will prevent another Littleton either, some tilings are 
beyond the power of government. But Mr. Clinton 
should try to enforce those laws before he gives in to 
the impulse to create more.

jart of growing up, said First Lady Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton of the school shooting in Littleton,
Colo., “is learning how to control one’s impuls­

es, which is often difficult for young people.” Doubt­
less she would know better than most.

At a White House ceremony Tbesday the presi­
dent, along with the first lady, announced what aides 
were calling the “most comprehensive gun legisla­
tion" any administration has put forward in 30 years. 
Included in the proposal: an increase in the legal age 
for handgun possession from 18 to 21. mandatory 
prison sentences of up to 10 years for parents who 
negligently or recklessly allow children access to 
guns with which they commit crimes, background 
checks for persons who buy explosives, more back­
ground checks for those who purchase weapons at 
gun shows, a ban on gun ownership for persons who 
commit violent crimes as juveniles and more. Much 
more.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Clinton acknowledge that the 
measure might not have prevented what happened 
at Littleton But, the president said, there is one thing 
people can know for certain: If his proposals became 
law, there would be fewer such shootings.

Actually the only certainty is that whenever some­
thing as terrible as a school shooting occurs, someone 
somewhere will call for more restrictions on gun own­
ership. That's what happened after Colin Fbrguson 
gunned down six people on the Long Island Railroad 
in 1993. That’s what happened after a shooting that left 
22 people dead at a Luby’s Cafeteria in Killeen, Ibxas, 
in 1991. That’s what happened after the rash of school 
shootings in Kentucky, Arkansas and elsewhere in 
recent years. Tighter gun laws didn't stop the mur­
derous rampage ui Littleton, but the dead and wound­
ed there hadn’t eren been removed from the school 
before the clamor began for more controls.
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Clueless Clintons
swap self-control
for gun control

killed in the entire 
■ of Vietnam. But the

STEVE 
DUNLEAV1

and
kids,

r

encumbered.
Albert DiSalvo, the Bos­

ton Strangler, was a crack

Clintons swap 
self-control for 
gun control

Clinton addressing the na­
tion over Colorado’s black
'lYiesday.

“Part of growing up is to
control one's impulses," she
said and Bill Clinton was
standing behind her.

Then Bill Clinton spoke:
“We're all caught up in this
web of distorted logic and
denial"

The irony of all the above
is about as subtle as a bro­
ken arm.

What a great time to be
talking about guns, guns,

guns,
not
kids, kids.

“Cultures
are hard to
change,’ he
said in a
hardly
veiled at­

tack on the National Rifle
Association and the consti-
tutiona) right to bear arms.

It is a pity that while he
wants to amend the Consti­
tution, he did not look more
closely at the liberal stan­
dard bearer of that yel­
lowed document, the sepa­
ration of church and state.

That Constitution was
written by a bunch of pow- gle, fertilizers to bomb. And any 
der-faced, bewigged, dis- politician can make hay of gun 
placed Englishmen who control.
thought that owning slaves gut how many politicians can

RPHE World Trade Center 
S shuddered after a 
1,200-pound fertilizer Iximb 
ripped through it.

Then some maniacs trig-

sheriff Gerard 
earned a .357 
Magnum, but 
he chose a 
rope to hang 
more than a 
dozen of his fe­
male victims. 
The sale of 
rope went un­

ripped through
Then some n 

gered inhumanity in Okla­
homa City with a copycat 
bomb.

Still, I can get fertilizer 
for my yard.

Richard Speck slashed 
eight nurses to death in 
Chicago, yet 1 still can 
shave with a straight razor. 

The late Florida deputy 
Schaeffer 

shot but his evil hands 
were the weapon of choice 
for killing 13 women. No­
body checked the size of 
men's hands in Massachu­
setts at the time.

Waco became a vulgar 
crematorium, and Janet 
Reno still draws a pay­
check.

There were mon’ people 
killed on the roads last 
year than all the brave 
men I
agony „ ----------------------
last time I looked. Detroit 
carmakers were alive and 
well.

But there was Hillary

MWLUVY from Page 6

moment of silence at 11:21 a.m. 
Mountain Time yesterday.

And yet I wonder if there had 
ever been moments of prayer in 
school whether we would be talk­
ing about school massacres.

I see nothing wrong in institu­
tionalizing school prayer to God, 
any god, as a starting point to 
mend the moral decay which 
seems to be a particularly pecu­
liar virus only of this last 
generation. If you’re an atheist, 
then think about how much you 
love your mom and dad, or your 
pet hamster.

Cultures are hard to change? 
Perhaps Bill and Hillary Clinton 
should reflect on the culture in 
which they flourished. It was. of 
course, the Sixties, where “do 
your own thing” eventually be­
came do anything.

I know I invite anger by saying 
that everyone who wants to own 
a gun should own a gun under 
any law that is provided by Con­
gress.

The little Satanic beasts of the 
Colorado carnage got their guns 
illegally.

An employee of a general store 
legally sold them screws, nails, 
duct tape, and propane gas 
which they used in making up to 
67 bombs.

Anyone can use hands to kill, 
razors to slash, ropes to stran-

thought that owning slaves gut how many politicians can 
was the business of neither give moral leadership — without 
church nor state. tying the hands of freedom and

There was Hillary Clin- honesty, and without looking for 
ton leading the country in a scapegoats for the failings of so-

Sw on Page 26 ciety?
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By MARILYN RAUBER 
Post Correspondent

,CD2WASHINGTON — Presi­
dent Clinton yesterday de­
manded new gun restrictions 
from Congress — even as his wife 
Hillary admitted stricter controls
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Among the guns used in the 
massacre was a sawed-off shot­
gun, which is already illegal.

changed."
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D- 

L.I J, whose husband was killed 
and son was seriously injured in 
the Long Island Rail Road mas­
sacre, pleaded with Americans to 
call their members of Congress 
and “be heard.”

Sq

MM
w

“But that does not mean that 
we are either hopeless or helpless 
in the face of this tragedy,” she 
said, adding: “It is criminal how 
------ it is for children in America

HORROR HIGH AFTERMATH

N Y Post Franc® Specker

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y ), 
a leading gun-control supporter, 
said the Columbine HS tragedy 
could help the bills pass: “My 
guess is the climate has

4k

The White House denied the HE’S WITH GOD: The Rev. Kenneth Leon comforts a student at 
—ident was trying to take po- the funeral of Matthew Kechter.

Clinton’s proposal also cracks
down on parents. Those who fail 
to keep their guns away from 
their kids could get up to three 
years in jail if anyone is injured, 
and adults who supply kids with 
guns could be jailed for up to 10
years if they know a crime is 
afoot

Clinton also said anyone buying
explosives should undergo the
same background check as gun 
buyers.

took a lead role in the emotional 
White House event, said she 
doubts even “a perfect set of solu­
tions ... would have prevented 
what happened."

that does

president was trying to hike po­
litical advantage of the Colorado 
tragedy and insisted the propos­
als were months in the making.

probably couldn’t have prevented 
last week's school massacre.

Clinton — flanked by about 40 
liberal lawmakers — proposed 
raising the ban on handgun pos­
session from 18 to 21, slapping a 
lifetime weapons ban on kids 
who commit violent crimes, jail­
ing parents who let their kids get 
their guns and forcing gun mak­
ers to provide childproof trigger 
locks with all guns.

“This is crazy that we’re living 
in a society that takes no reason­
able steps to protect the larger 
community,” Clinton said exactly 
a week after two teens armed 
with guns and homemade bombs 
killed 13 people at Columbine HS 
in Littleton, Colo.

But Mrs. Clinton, who is mull­
ing a New York Senate run and

The legislation faces tough bi­
partisan opposition in Congress, 
where the Senate’s top Democrat, 
Tom Daschle (D-S.D.) — nor­
mally a Clinton ally — questions 
the need for more gun-control 
laws.

Senate GOP Leader Trent Lott 
called Clinton’s plan a “typical 
knee-jerk reaction," although he

MW
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HILLAKY RODHAM CLINTON 
 JOYCE Ml ETON
Here’s the biography all the Beltway will be reading. 

With new perspectives on the fund-raising, Whitewater, 

and Lewinsky fiascos, Joyce Milton unveils the complex 

personality that inspires some, infuriates others, 

and yet intrigues us all. 

“Exploslve...A revealing portrait.” 
—Publishers Weekly (starred) ^'9
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School Bans Youth for Wearing Trench Coat
1 os ANGELES II
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islation Tuesday as President Clinton and wife Hillary look on in the 
Old Executive Office Building in Washington.

By RICHARD W 1NTON
SI’K'IAI TO DIE TIMES

Glendora student David Han­
cock often wore a trench coat his 
mother said she bought him 
months ago. Hancock’s family de­
nied he has any connection with 
the two Colorado youths who 
murdered classmates last week 

■ California: Activists 
criticize decision to bar 
Glendora teenager after 
rumors linked him with 
notorious Colorado group.

Civil rights activists Tuesday 
came to the support of a 
15-year-old youth whose parents 
say has been barred from Glendo­
ra High School after rumors 
spread that he was part of the 
Trench Coat Mafia linked to the 
recent school massacre in Colora-

i

cannot comment on matters in­
volving individual students and 
would not say whether any stu­
dents are being prevented from 
attending school.

“Whatever we did, we did it to 
protect students,’’ school board 
President Peggy Harding said, 
also refusing to discuss the case 
further.

A month ago, Hancock was sus­
pended for five days from Glendo­

ra High Schoo) after he told a 
teacher that she might be on "his 
shotgun list” if he goes insane 
later in life, according to his 
mother, Joy Hancock. He and his 
trench coat then returned to 
school and became the object of 
nimors and complaints in the 
wake of the Colorado shootings.

The school did not suspend or 
expel him last week, but rather 
barred Hancock from campus and 
offered him tutoring, according to 
his parents. His mother con­
tended that school officials 

‘wouldn’t even say he could come 
back next year.”

The Glendora police spent sev­
eral hours last week debunking 
rumors. “We found nothing that 
[would] cause us to go out and ar­
rest a young man or anyone else,” 
Police Chief Paul Butler said. 
“Concern became paranoia. It was 
feeding frenzy, with everything 
getting blown way out of pro[>or- 
tion.”

■ .

and were part of a group dubbed 
the Trench Coat Mafia because of 
their attire. But nimors about 
Hancock took on a life of their 
own after he was home sick the 
day after that slaughter.

Civil rights activists Tuesday 
demanded that Hancock be al­
lowed to return to school.

’This family has come under 
the influence of what 1 call trench 
coat paranoia,” James Mays, an 
official of the Congress of Racial 
Equality's state chapter said at a 
news conference in Los Angeles. 
“We must be careful we don’t de­
velop this into the Salem witch 
hunt.”

CORE state Chairman Celes 
King 111 said his group became in­
volved because it fears similar 
problems elsewhere. “A child’s 
education could be destroyed by a 
trench coat,” he said.

Glendora Unified spokesman
Clay Hess said school officials

f

This family 

has come under 
the influence of 
what 1 call trench 
coat paranoia.’
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California Sen. Diane Feinstein discusses proposed gun control leg
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Clinton calls for several gun control measures
HF E

V

Tuesday's activity appeared to guar­
antee that gun control will be a major is­
sue this congressional session. Gun con­
trol advocates said they face an uphill 
battle, but some expressed hope that the

X.

WASHINGTON — One week after 
the Colorado high school shootings that 
shocked the nation. President Clinton 
and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
pleaded Tuesday for passage of what 
the White House is calling the most 
sweeping gun-control legislation pro­
posed in a generation.

“We can pass all this if the American 
people want it bad enough," Clinton said 
during an emotional appearance with 
several dozen lawmakers, including 
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., whose 
husband was gunned down on a com­
muter tram in 1993.

On Capitol Hill, Senate Majority 
Leader Trent Lott R-Miss.. turned down 
an attempt by Democrats to immedi­
ately consider some of the proposals, 
but he said he would allow a debate on 
gun control in two weeks.

Many Republicans had called for a 
“cooling-off period” in the wake of the 
Littleton shootings. Lott said a delay is 
necessary before lawmakers “stan fling­
ing amendments at each other."

shootings might break what they say is 
the National Rifle Association's hold on 
the Republican-led Congress.

Many Republican lawmakers, and 
some Democrats, remain skittish about 
gun control legislation, saying it is not 
the answer to youth violence. And some 
criticize Clinton's speed in unveiling a 
package of gun control measures.

"How dare you?” said House Majority 
Whip Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas. Last 
August a gunman stormed the Capitol 
and killed two police officers as he 
headed toward one of DeLay's of- 
tices.Lott called the Democratic push 
for gun control a “typical knee-jerk re­
action" and said the problems behind 
the Littleton massacre are “bigger than 
just the gun debate.”

He cited the influence of violent mov­
ies, TV shows and music and said the 
Senate should observe a “brief period of 
mourning" for the Colorado victims.

But Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
said, “It's time to say enough is enough is 
enough is enough." He and others who 
support the gun control measures argue 
that gun control alone won't stop trou­
bled kids, but it would limit their access 

f >
/

to deadly weapons.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-IU., 

asked Congress members to talk with 
their constituents about youth violence. 
He also called for a national conference 
with experts to discuss the influence of 
Hollywood, drugs, video games, prayer 
and parental involvement “We have to 
take this cue that our children are cry­
ing out for help.” Hastert said.

At the White House, the first lady said 
that although the answers will be hard 
to find and no gun legislation could stop 
all the violence, "that does not mean we 
are either hopeless or helpless."

She said passage of Clinton s gun leg­
islation, which would raise the legal age 
for handgun possession from 18 to 21; 
hold adults criminally liable for allow­
ing children access to guns; and impose 
mandatory child-safety locks on all guns 
sold, should be a bipartisan effort

Sen. John Chafee, R-R.L, a gun­
control advocate who appeared with the 
Clintons, complained about gun-rights 
groups’ ability to convince the public 
and lawmakers that any efforts to enact 
gun control will infringe on their Second 
Amendment rights.

l___ r
By J Scot? AP

•
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By Mimi Hall and Wendy Koch 
USA TODAY

Support Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., 
backs Clinton's gun control proposal.

*
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... As One N.Y. Dem Voices Doubts 
About Hillary Bid
■ A veteran New York House Demo­
crat said Monday he has told First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton that 
while she would be the strongest 
candidate for Democrats in next

National Journal’s CongressDailyAM

Tuesday, April 27. 1999

year's Senate race, he is not sure 
she should run.

The cautionary advice from 
Rep. Maurice Hinchey. who has 
been in elective office since win­
ning a state Assembly seat in 1974. 
is at <xlds with the cheerleader-like 
encouragement the first lady has 
been hearing from some other New 
York Democrats.

Hinchey told the Associated 
Press that he talked at length with 
the first lady about a month ago 
about her possible candidacy for 
the seat being vacated next year by 
Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick 
.Moynihan — and has spoken with 
her several times since then. 

“I think she can win. I’m not con­
vinced that she will do it and I’m not 
convinced that she should do it," 
Hinchey said, adding that he did not 
know what she would end up doing. 

Hinchey said he believes the 
first lady should decide ‘by the 
summer, to be fair to everybody, in­
cluding herself."

There has Iwen speculation that 
Clinton may keep New York Democ­
rats hanging until the fall or even 
later before announcing a decision. 
That sort of timetable is particu­
larly troublesome for Democratic 
Rep. Nita Lowey. who is waiting in 
the wings to run if Clinton does not. 

In recent days, the first lady’s 
camp has been spreading the word 
that if she has not gone public with 
“a definite no within the next two 
months," chances are she will run 
— even if she does not say so im­
mediately. On Thursday, Clinton is 
due to speak to a fundraising din­
ner in New York City for the state 
Democratic Committee.

The first lady did not tell New 
York Democrats she was attending 
the dinner until last week, a late de­
cision some formerly skeptical 
party stalwarts are taking as a sign 
she really wants to run.
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asm—it's the office she's in awe of, not any one Presi­
dent. She has made that clear ti lth the no-nonsense 
questions she has put to eight Presidents beginning with 

John F. Kennedy.
The seventh of 10 children of Syrian immigrants 

George and Mary Thomas, she was born in Winchester, 
Ky., and raised tn Detroit, where her father ran and 
eventually owned a grocery store. After graduating from 
Wayne University (now Wayne State) in 1942, she 
headed to Washington, D.C., to find work as a reporter.
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Bill Clinton “must have been in total trauma," says Helen Thomas of the scandal that engulfed him. “We’ve undergone a cultural shift."

At 78, Helen Thomas isn't about to relinquish the job
she has done for the last Ji) years: covering the Presi­
dency for United Press International. “This isn't work.

It 's the White House!" declares Thomas, familiar to mil­
lions as the reporter who asks the first question at every
other presidential press conference (she alternates with
the Associated Press correspondent) and closes each ses­
sion with, “Thank you, Mr. President. "

But however much reverence Thomas brings to her
work—“an honor," she calls it without a trace of cyni-
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became known as the PBO—polite 
brush-off. When she skipped a 
brunch given for her by the Congres­
sional Wives to catch the Royal Bal­
let in New York, Lady Bird Johnson 
filled in. JFK himself pinch hit when 
she refused to attend a Distinguished 
Ladies’ reception in her honor.

Her desire to have it both ways— 
to seek coverage when the image 
needed beefing up and shut us out 
when it suited her—posed a constant 
conundrum. We retaliated in various 
ways, mostly involving working our 
sources and our binoculars.

Then Jackie’s world, and America, 
were shattered by the bullet that
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JACKIE KENNEDY
In 1960, shortly before her husband 
took office. Jackie Kennedy brought 
her new German shepherd puppy. 
Clipper, on a flight from Hyannis 
Port to Washington. W'hen the press 
corps sent up a note asking her what 
she would feed it. she sent back a 
one-word reply: “Reporters.”

That pretty much sums up what it 
was like to cover Jackie, who waged 
a three-year war of independence 
with the press. Our first inkling of 
the hide-and-seek game she would 
play came when she gave birth to . 
John Jr. two months before the inau- j 
guration. Returning with him to her E 
Georgetown home, she went in the E 
front door, then slipped out the back 
to meet Mamie Eisenhower for the 
traditional incoming First Lady's 
tour of the White I louse.

Jackie. I later learned, cried after­
ward. She said her soon-to-be home 
looked like a hotel decorated with a 
discount store’s year-end clearance 
items. But those tears gave rise to 
one of her most significant contribu­
tions. She determined to remake the 
White House into a historic treasure. 
The dazzling result, which she dis­
played in a famous televised tour, 
was the first of several restoration 
projects she championed.

Pleading “family duties," Jackie 
retreated into privacy so often that it
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In 1959, Thomas (left) and Mamie Eisenhower celebrated both Mamie's 63rd birthday 

and the 40th anniversary of the Women's Press Club, of which Thomas was president.

She started as a copygirl at the
Washington Daily News, was hired 
by United Press in 1955 and, after 
covering Kennedy's campaign, was
assigned to cover the White House
in 1961. Thomas has been monitor­
ing events at 1600 Pennsylvania Av­
enue ever since. (She was married in
1971 to reporter Douglas B. Cor­
nell, who died in 1982.)

Her first Chief Executive remains 
her favorite: “Kennedy gave us hope.
Kennedy had his eyes on the stars and
really personified the view that with­
out vision, people will perish. It was
an exciting, uplifting time. ’’ But
Richard Nixon’s 1972 trip to China
was her best assignment: “Everything 
was a story—what we saw, what we
felt, even what we ate!" As for Bill
Clinton, Thomas writes in her new
memoir. Front Row at the White
House. My Life and Times, that “he 
failed the test of self-discipline... and 
gravely wounded his Presidency and
the legacy he hoped to leave behind. ”

A trailblazer for female journal­
ists. Thomas also helped broaden re­
portage of Presidents' wives. “Ti e
admired all of those I've covered, ”
she writes in the book, “for their
activism, their dedication and their
sheer grit in moments of crisis."
Here she shares her memories of
eight women who belong to what 
she terms “the smallest sorority. ”
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LADY BIRD JOHNSON
Moving into the White 1 louse in the 
wake of Kennedy’s assassination. 
Lady Bird later told reporters, she 
“walked on tiptoe and talked in a 
whisper.’’ She said she felt she was 
suddenly onstage in a role for which 
she had never rehearsed, “hut like 
Lyndon, I will do my best.”

She will probably go down as one 
of the most remarkable First Ladies. 
With Jackie, we had exhausted our-

K I<?i r

imP ■

selves just trying to eke out news. 
With Lady Bird, we exhausted our­
selves just trying to keep up. When 
she launched her “beautify’ Amer­
ica” project, we reporters got to go 
along for the ride, climbing moun­
tains. trudging along the Comanche 
Indian Trail in Texas, rafting 
Wyoming’s Snake River.

Anti-Vietnam War sentiment was 
mounting, however. At one of Lady 
Bird’s luncheons, singer Eartha Kitt 
shouted, “You send the best of this 
country off to be shot and maimed!” 
Lady Bird slowly rose, tears in her 
eyes. In a shaken but firm voice, she 
replied: “Because there is a war

PEOPLE 4/26 99 8 3
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killed her husband on Nov. 22, 
1963, in Dallas. Back in Washington, 
I was told that when Jackie got off 
the plane that returned his body to 
the city, chief of protocol Angier Bid 
die Duke asked if there was anything 
he could do. “Yes,” she replied, 
“find out how Lincoln was buried.”

On the day of the funeral, I stood 
on the steps of St. Matthew’s Cathe­
dral holding what passed in those 
days for a “portable" phone—about 
the size of a car battery and just as 
heavy—calling in the story’. I found 
myself standing near Jackie as she 
emerged, holding John Jr.’s hand. 1 
saw her lean down and whisper to
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Jackie (with then Vice President Lyndon Johnson and Thomas, at right, in 1962) "remains 

a unique and mysterious woman," Thomas writes. “She was not about to reveal herself.”

“I have great faith in my husband,” Pat Nixon (in ’68) told Thomas during Watergate.

him, then watched the small boy lift
his hand into a military salute. As I 
dictated rhe details, 1 had a hard 
time choking back my tears.
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ie day after Thomas spoofed.® 
:kie Kennedy at a 1962 press 
slub annual show, a grinning 
K came up to her in the Rose S 

ardeh. “I've been reading all J 

you," he said. “Some party."
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Then we saw Pat, standing all alone. 
When I asked, “How are you?” her 
tears welled up. “Helen, can you be­
lieve that with all the troubles Dick 
has had. all the pressures he’s been 
under, he would do this for me?"

Personally, 1 thought he owed her 
a lot more.

Fhe day Nixon resigned, the fam­
ily came downstairs for him to de­
liver his farewell to the White 1 louse 
personnel. When Pat saw the TV 
cameras, she said, “Oh, no," but 
Nixon had okayed the coverage. So. 
as always, she stood and endured 
her particular place in history.

17II'

on—and I pray there will be a just 
and honest peace—that still doesn’t 
give us a free ticket to not try to 
work for better things such as 
against crime in the streets, better 
education and better health for 
our people."

Lady Bird urged her husband not 
to run again, and after he announced 
that he would not, she said, "I felt 
ten pounds lighter, ten years younger 
and full of plans." A short time later 
the woman who had tiptoed into the 
White House told me her life was 
“richer and fuller because 1 tried 
harder and did things I never thought 
I could do and was scared to do. I’m 
glad for all the things 1 did and only 
regret some I did not do."
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PAT NIXON
Warm, kind and lively, Pat Nixon 
was the most underrated First Lady 
I covered. We journalists saw her 
courage and devotion to her hus­
band and family, but Nixon and his 
palace guard never understood what 
an asset she could have been.

One of the few times 1 got an 
inkling of what she might he feeling 
was when a reporter asked if she

84 4 26 99 PEOPLE
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—Thomas (admiring former President Ford's T-shirt In 1977) particularly appreciated Betty 

Ford's candor. She “trusted that the American people would understand," Thomas writes.

would want her daughter to marry a 
politician. “1 would feel sorry for her 
if she did,” Pat replied. 

Still, I think to her delight and 
surprise, she at first enjoyed being 
First Lady. She loved being a hostess. 
Her Secret Service code name was 
“Starlight," and it fit her well. 

Watergate soon destroyed any 
pleasure she took m her role. But she 
always tried to respond to reporters. 
Once she told us. “We're going to 
fight, fight, fight" against calls for 
her husband’s resignation. And I’ll 
never forget her clenched fists \s hen I 
asked her a question and she said. 
“You know, 1 happen to love him." 

On Valentine's Day, 1974, after 
the President hadn't been seen for 
weeks, 1 heard that he and Pat had 
shown up at Trader Vic’s restaurant, 
near the White House. Lesley Stahl 
of CBS and I hooked up and got a 
table near the Nixons and their 
friend Bebe Rebozo. When we hur­
ried out ahead of them, hoping to 
spring a few questions, we saw what 
had to he every TV and still camera 
in the area waiting outside.

As they closed in, Lesley and 1 got 
pushed farther and farther away.
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Betty 's courage and candor were 
never more evident than in late Sep- 

' tember 1974, when she underwent a 

mastectomy. After she recovered, she 
spoke frankly about her breast can­
cer and emphasized the need for reg­
ular exams. Her openness paved the 
way for the kind of public attention 
and increased research we see today.
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BETTY FORD
I remember Betty Ford most of all as 
a First Lady who was not afraid to 
speak about her divorce, her psychi­
atrist or anything else. Some of her 
remarks were explosive, as when 
asked what she would do if her 
daughter had an affair. “Well, I 
wouldn't be a bit surprised,” she 
said. “I think she's a perfectly nor­
mal human being, like all girls."

President Ford told us he thought 
the remark cost him It) million 
votes. “Then when I read about it, I 
raised it to 20 million,” he said. Bur 
he stood by her and supported her.
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NANCY REAGAN
To me. Nancy has a special place in 
history for influencing her spouse to 
seek detente with the Soviet Union. 
But of all the First Ladies I've cov­
ered. she got off to the worst start, 
perceived as a frivolous clotheshorse 
who preferred to hang out with het 
wealthy California pals.

Much was made of the budget­
busting inaugural gala and her luxu­
rious wardrobe. Things only got 
worse when she solicited donations 
and spent $800,000 to redecorate 
the family quarters, plus an addi 
tional $209,508 for a set of gilt- 
edged china.

But guided by her press secre­
tary, Sheila Tate, Mrs. Reagan 
slowly transformed her image. In 
March 1982, Tate sounded me out 
about the First Lady performing at 
the annual political roast held by 
the Gridiron Club of print journal­
ists. Sure enough, when the cur­
tains opened, there Nancy stood in 
an outlandish costume topped off 
with a feathered hat and boa and 
big red earrings. To the tune of
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Before Ronald Reagan was first elected in 1980, Thomas asked Nancy Reagan (in 1985) 
what project she'd pursue as First Lady. “She said, 'I’m going to take care of Ronnie.'"

my room and cried a little bit but I 
came right out and that was it.... 
It was out of our hands."

Four years later. I asked if she 
would have done anything differ­
ently. “Jimmy has taught me you do 
the best you can and you don't look 
back with regret," she told m I 
have never looked back.”
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ROSALYNN CARTER
Liz Carpenter. Lady Bird's press sec­
retary. once described Rosalynn 
Carter as having “the manner of 
Melanie and the efficiency of Scar­
lett." For myself, I would substitute 
“strength" for efficiency.

After Jimmy Carter's 19‘'7 inau­
guration. Rosalynn plunged into her 

i new role. She sat in on Cabinet 
’ meetings and joined her husband for 
> a weekly lunch to discuss policy. She 

championed mental health and the 
needs of the elderly. When a reporter 
commented that she was trying to 
take on “all the problems that we 
have," her press secretary replied. 
“So what's wrong with that?" 

At the same time, she was raising 
a young daughter—Amy was 9 
when her father took office—and 
was intent on making the White 
House a home. Now and then. Amy 
and her friends could be found 
roller-skating in the East Room. 

In November 1980, following 
Carter’s defeat by Ronald Reagan, 
Rosalynn told a group of journalists 
that after the election she “went into
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may even be someone who will one 
day follow in my footsteps, and pre­
side over the W hite House as the 
President's spouse. I wish him well!”

“Second Hand Rose." she sang:
Even though they tell me that I'm 

no longer queen
Did Ronnie have to buy me that 

new sewing machine?
I ler performance brought down 

the house—and marked the turning 
point in public perception about her.
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HILLARY RODHAM CUNTON 
Early on. the Clinton Administra­
tion—Hillary included—was intent 
on doing end runs around the White 
House press corps. When 1 began 
lobbying for an interview, 1 was told 
that “she is afraid of what Washing­
ton reporters will ask." (It took six 
years to get my inteniew, in 1998.)

Maybe she had a point. No First 
Lady in modern history, except per­
haps Eleanor Rixisevelt, has weath­
ered such a steady barrage of opposi­
tion and criticism. After her health 
care plan fell apart, Hillary was 
blamed for the backlash by “angry 
white males" who gave Republicans 
control of both houses of Congress 
in November 1994. The Clintons 
went into a tizzy of soul-searching, 
and Hillary held sessions with behav­
ioral psychologists, who urged her to 
talk her troubles out with Eleanor 
Roosevelt. That prompted a rash of 
jokes on the late-night talk shows, 
but she countered with humor, start-

BARBARA BUSH
After eight years of the high-llying 
Nancy Reagan. Americans took Bar­
bara Bush to their hearts. She went 
with the image of serene, loyal wife 
who was content to run the East 
Wing and be “everybody's grand­
mother" who walked her dog in her 
housecoat at 5:00 a.m.

Benign and passive she was not. 
She was feisty, breezy and fun, with 
a core of strength and purpose be­
neath—as a friend of mine once said, 
an iron fist in a velvet glove.

When she was asked to deliver the 
1990 Wellesley College commence­
ment address, some seniors protested 
because she had “gained recognition 
through the achievements of her 
husband." But her speech was a 
hit. “Who knows?" she concluded. 
“Somewhere out in this audience

86 4 269? PEOPLE
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Hillary Clinton, Thomas writes, “has paid a high price for being who and what she is—and set a new example for those who follow.”

ing her speeches. “As I was saying to
Eleanor Roosevelt..." When we 
talked, she seemed sanguine about 
the slings and arrows she had en­
dured. noting she “always believed it 
is a real mark of who you arc as a 
person as to how you deal with the 
unexpected events of your life, the 
disappointments, the setbacks." 

In our interview Hillary recounted 
admiringly how her mother-in-law 
Virginia Kelley, battling cancer, 
“never wanted anyone to feel sorry 
for her. and as with every other ad­
versity she faced in her life, she'd get 
up at the crack of dawn, put on her 
lipstick and false eyelashes and go 
out to celebrate life." Mrs. Kelley, 
she added, owned a sampler reading, 
“Lord help me to remember that 
nothing is going to happen to me 
today that you and 1 can't handle.” 

1 think that quotation expresses 
Hillary's own feelings. I’m reminded 
of a remark she made during the 
1996 Democratic National Conven­
tion. A friend, she said, had warned 
her to be careful; she would proba­
bly have even thing thrown at her 
but the kitchen sink. “Well," she 
said. “1 just saw it go by." •
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We hear

THAT Police Commissioner 
Howard Safir — who got into 
hot water for ducking out of 
town to attend the Oscars — is 
planning to attend a premiere of 
“The Phantom Menace” ... 
THAT Hillary Clinton's advis­
ers are encouraging her to de­
velop a Plan B in light of her 
sagging polls in New York: a 
shift over to the Senate race in 
New Jersey. She could steal the 
Democratic nomination away 
from James Florio and chal­
lenge Christie Todd Whitman 
for the seat of retiring Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg.
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D.C. survives the gathering with few snafus
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Secretary-General Javier Solana look on during a receiving line for a dinner for dignitaries at the White House on Saturday.
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French kiss: French President Jacques Chirac greets first lady HtHary Rodham Clinton as President Clinton and NATO
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Media Notes

When Self-Appointed ExpertsLet
Try to Rationalize the IrrationalThe

MEDIA NOTES, From C/ 

Blame
Begin

See MEDIA NOTES, C7, Col. 4

have been saved if someone had 
been carrying a concealed weapon, 
a comment he later regretted.

The Family Research Council, in 
a Web site posting called “What 
Are the Media Hiding?," accused 
tlie press of "avoiding any mention 
of their alleged bisexuality as re­
ported by several students."

The tragedy may be over, but 
the 24-hour media war rages on.

It happens with stunning swift­
ness after each tragedy: The me­
dia, and those with access to the 
media, look for some larger force 
to blame.

Within hours of the Colorado 
school shootings, commentators, 
politicians and all manner of ex­
perts were on television attacking 
their favorite scapegoats. They 
Named the Internet. They blamed 
inadequate gun control laws. They 
blamed violent movies. They 
blamed violent computer games. 
They blamed parents out of touch 
with their kids.

What they almost never say is 
that this horrible massacre might 
have been an aberrational event 
carried out by sick, coldblooded 
murderers. That would slow the 
media’s attempt to present a full­
blown debate in which opposing 
advocates argue on the airwaves.

A University of Massachusetts 
professor even put out a press 
release saying: “Littleton Shoot­
ings Are Symptomatic of Male 
Identity Crisis."

CBS’s Wyatt Andrews blamed 
the “failure of adult supervision."

Hillary Rodham Clinton ex­
pressed concern about children’s 
“constant exposure to violence on 
TV, in the movies, on video games, 
in music."

National Rifle Association Presi­
dent Charlton Heston has been all 
over the tube, saying gun control is 
not the answer and that lives might 
have been saved if the high school 
had had an armed security guard. 
It turns out the school did have an 
armed guard. Minnesota Gov. Jes­
se Ventura said that lives might

After Littleton, 
A Hail of Pundits
By Howard Kurtz 
V'ashuigton Post StaffVnler
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“NPR, because it is attempting 
to brand itself—not unlike other 
media institutions—has to have its 
rap that says, Hey, we're different, 
we’re more in-depth and we're not 
doing all those stupid stories that 
those other people are doing, and 
we’re saving the world. If ABC 
were to say that, people would just 
laugh at them.” He called the 
notion that NPR is more in-depth 
“laughable."

Says Jeffrey Dvorkin, NPR’s 
vice president for news: “I’m not 
sure what John means. Our goal is 
simply to provide high-quality jour­
nalism for the listeners."
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Too chummy? Hillary dinton praised her “friend’’ Katie Couric when^he 

presented the ‘ Today" show host with a communications award last week.

Katie's Pal________________

Katie Couric received an award 
last week from the group Women 
in Communications. The “Today” 
co-host was asked to choose any­
one she wanted to present her with 
the award at a Manhattan lunch­

She picked Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, who effusively praised her 
“friend" Couric.

Is it really appropriate for an 
NBC anchor to be so cozy with the 
president's wife—especially when 
critics on the right have accused 
Couric of being tough on conserva­
tive guests?

“I really feel very comfortable in 
my objectivity,” Couric told USA 
Today's Jeannie Williams, adding: 
They wanted somebody high-pro­
file. I asked; she said yes. We’ve 
worked together on colon cancer 
issues, so it’s really on that that I 
asked her." Couric said she didn’t 
think New York Mayor Rudy Giuli­
ani, Clinton's possible opponent in 
next year’s Senate race, “is gonna 
boot my car as a result.”

Says NBC spokeswoman Alex 
Constantinople: “Katie is a con­
summate professional and we 
don't think there is a conflict of 
interest.” 
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The NATO Bossa Nova
War s Clouds Give Way, for One Night at Least, to a Phrty Atmosphere
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ing four-story hall of the Building 
Museum, a crowd of more than 
1,000 drank in the diversity of the 
nation's capital at an event intend­
ed to show off the advantages of a 
pluralistic society.

As ever, the White House dinner 
was the invitation to snag, and the 
head table of more than 100 peo­
ple—NATO and Euro-Atlantic 
Partnership Council leaders and 
spouses—was, for this night, truly 
the center of the world's stage.

“It’s a great honor for Hillary

B/AnnCerhabt 
and Roxanne Roberts

IT'ashington Post Staff Writers

Reprinted from vesterday's late editions

The shut-off streets still had that 
eerie feel, but at White House and 
National Building Museum parties 
Saturday night, NATO conunemo- 
rators broke through their en­
forced stiffness and finally began to 
act festive. Official remarks con­
tained the forbidden word “cele­
bration." Champagne burst from 
its bottles and spilled into glasses. 
The word Kosovo stopped domi-

l-’T5*
nating discussion, drowned out, 
perhaps, by the thumping sounds 
of gospel and bossa nova.

With much of the pomp and 
circumstance ebbing, the weekend 
summit celebrating 50 years of the 
NATO alliance seemed to function 
Saturday night as a good excuse 
for a party. In a massive tent on the 
White House South Lawn, 800 
guests feasted on bison and lis­
tened to opera at an intimate, 
seated White House dinner for 
those representing the 42 nations 
in the EuroAtlantic Partnership 
Council. Across town, in the soar-

Ji.

«v JOHNS rm-rw mushimtoi kbi 
NATO Secretary General Javier Solana chats with President and Mrs. Clinton Saturday night at the White House, 
where 800 dinner guests from the weekend summit managed to put pomp and unfortunate circumstance aside.
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The dark cloud of the past two 
days appeared to have finally lifted. 
The leaders were smiling and chat­
ting. pleased with the summit and 
ready to enjoy this historic night. “In 
a world full of both promise and 
peril—where for good or ill our 
destinies are more and more linked, 
we have chosen to be allies, partners 
and friends,” Clinton said in his 
toast

The applause that greeted the 
president was heartfelt and tinged, 
perhaps, with just a touch of relief. 
The logistics of getting all the guests 
through security, into the tent and 
into their seats—not to mention 
properly introducing all the lead­
ers—delayed the start of dinner 
until almost 10 p.m.

Each delegation from the 42 coun­
tries represented was allowed to send 
10 people to the dinner, which was 
business dress instead of black-tie. 
The remaining 300 guests were 
drawn from the Cabinet, Congress, 

Mayor Anthony A Williams, who 
hosted the party, made his own bid 
for independence by comparing 
NATO to the working partnership 
among his staff, the control board 
and the City Council. .As in the 
alliance, he said, “we can evaluate 
our own mistakes.”

Connoisseurs of diplomatic 
events liked the feel of the Building 
Museum bash, where guests bearing 
invitations walked through the 
doors without any security elieck. 
Jurij Rifelj, a press attache with the

began dancing to the sounds of the 
Navy Commodores jazz ensemble.

The $3(X).000 party, underwritten 
by corporate and private donations, 
was designed to be a showcase for 
the vibrant life of a nation founded to 
embrace ail peoples, and that it did. 
The large hall was divided into 
sections representing the neighbor­
hoods of Adams-Morgan, Anacostia 
and Capitol Hill each featuring the 
aromas, flavors and music a visitor 
might find there, if he were able to 
break away from the summit.

“This is the most diverse event 
that NATO will see this weekend,” 
said D.C. Del Eleanor Holmes Nor­
ton, “and that’s important’

Joe Louis Ruffin, who worked on 
putting the party together, gestured

ar!

and for me to welcome the largest 
group of world leaders ever to as­
semble in Washington here to the 
White House on this beautiful spring 
evening,” said President Clinton. 
“Just a few years ago, a gathering of 
all the nations here in partnership 
would have been unthinkable. But 
we are all here tonight because we 
are thinking.”

at the crowd and said, between biles 
of catfish, "This is truly representa­
tive of DC. Downtown, uptown. 
Young, old. Yellow, white, black and 
brown. This is what America is

the departments of State and Defense 
and included a few other distin­
guished names. The White House 
did not release a guest list, but Colin 
Powell Henry Kissinger, Alexander 
Haig, Bob and Elizabeth Dole and 
Strom Thurmond were in the crowd.

“This is probably the greatest 
concentration of political power un­
der one tent ever,” said Latvian 
Ambassador Ojars Kalnins. “The 
symbolism seems appropriate.”

Well it was a big tent So big, in 
fact, that it felt more like a wedding 
reception than a state occasion. The 
color scheme echoed NATO’s blue 
flag cream and gold tablecloths with 
a cobalt blue diamond pattern topped 
with cream Eisenhower china and 
centerpieces of blue hydrangea, blue 
delphinium and cream roses.

“It impresses me much,” said Maj. 
Gen. Josef Scliarli of Switzerland. 
“The serious show that you are 
offering is in an atmosphere of posi­
tive results, not cheap compromises."

For such an international gather­
ing, the menu had a distinctly Amer­
ican touch. Guests began with an 
appetizer of chicken breast with 
sweet potato, com and chili, then 
were served grilled filet of bison with 
baby vegetables and spring potatoes. 
The meal ended with something the 
White House called “NATO 50th 
.Anniversary Cake"—presumably not 
a bombe of any sort.

After dinner, two American opera

French
President
Jacques Chirac 
greets Hillary 
Clinton as 
President
Clinton and 
NATO Secretary 
General Javier 
Solana look on.
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singers—baritone Thomas Hamp­
son, who sang at the 1996 state 
dinner for French President Jacques 
Chirac, and soprano Renee Flem­
ing—performed for the guests ac­
companied by the Kennedy Center 
Opera House Orchestra.

At the dty government’s show­
case event, billed as “Washington 
Salutes NATO,” there was no opera, 
no protocol and no seating fussiness. 
The recognizable guests clustered 
together right at the entrance. Poles 
peered at plates of refried beans, 
black olives and salsa and diver 1 in. 
Members of the latvian delegation 
pointed to a portrait of Frederick 
Douglass and talked about him. in 
their native tongue. Along about 10 
p.m., a few brave souls eventually

Embassy of Slovenia here, pr 
the rare beef on the table but 
plained "there is no Jack Da 
This is .America. When in Rome...” 
Hundreds of the unattached, and 
young made the party into a " 
day right mixer, albeit an t
one. Sadaf Ardestani. 28. who Jerks 
in Vice President Gore’s office, was 
writing down hot night spob, for 
GuDi Thordarson to visit Thordar 
son, here with a VISTA program, 
worked on her to escort him person-' 
ally, with this promise: “When you . 
come to Iceland. I'm going to take 
very good care of you.”

Powell, before party-hoppingover 
to the White House, told the Buiki- 
ing Museum crowd that he had dune

“ V “It. J, J

I

and recalled a meeting with Soviet . 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. “He . 
looked across the table at me 'atjd.» 
said. Tin very, very sorry. General. 
| i m 1___ /•_ J _ __ *

my.’ ” recalled Powell “And that is , 
when I knew we had succeeded.”, ,

While the NATO leaders rr^t in, 1 
the Mellon Auditorium Saturday, 
afternoon, their spouses were hus­
tled about Washington for luqch- . 
eons and teas. First lady Hillary , 
Clinton had all the other N/ATO • 
wives to the Yellow Oval Room in 
the White House for lunch; Tipper. 
Gore hosted a luncheon for spou-^s . 
of the foreign and defense ministers . 
and other dignitaries at the wee 
president’s residence. , *
-------------------------------------------------
Staff writers Michael H. Cottpwn , 
and Sylvia Moreno c&ntribuiedto 
this report. v ’i ■>
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BY PHYLLIS D BRANDON
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NEW YORK — "Pratt did a good and chief executive ofTieer of Bur- 
day’s work” when it selected Arkar. veil Communications Group, an ad 
sas Arts Center director and curator vertising agency with $130 million in 
Thwusend Wolfe to receive the Cre- annual billing revenues; and enter- 
ative Spirit Award, first lady Hillary tamer Bobby Short who has ap 
Rodham Clinton told a gathering peared for more than 30 rears at the 
Monday at the Mark Hotel hosted by Cafe Carlyle in Manhattan. Short, 
the Black Alumni of Pratt Institute, who taught himself to sing and play 
"He's a great humanitarian,' with by ear, has as his motto. "Leave 
managerial and artistic talents, she them with a song they know." 
added. The reception and dinner attend

Clinton was introduced by Pratl ed by 185 guests raised S100.0U0 for 
President Toni Schutte, who told her, scholarshi ps for promising Pratt stn- 
"We hope that in time you will be in dents "of African descent." The 
New York not just in spirit, but in eclectic student body of the institute 
fact." founded in 1887 is 11 iiercenl black.

After recognizing former New For the dinner, tablecloths in off- 
York Mayor David Dinkins and white damask were centered with 
Phylicia Rashad, Clinton said pre- small galvanized tin tubs filled with 
senting this award to Wolfe was “the assorted plants including petunias 
real reason I’m here, and I could not pansies, hyacinths and daisies 
be happier" Brooke Astor, a winner of the Cre

“He has opened the doors to the alive Spin! Award in 1998. joined 
works of so many artists and fea the crowd in applauding Wolfe. Oth 
tured African-Americans. Opening er winners in 1998 were Jessye Nor 
doors has been a hallmark of his man and DreamWorks, 
leadership." she said. She also not Wolfe accepted his award on he­
ed that he lent his excellence in half of artists known and unknown.’ 
1995 to the First Lady’s Sculpture He was also honored with re 
Garden at the While House. marks by his good friend artist Will

Wolfe was nominated for the Barnet of New York Joining in the 
award by Diane Porter of Brooklyn salute Io Wolfe were Ins Lmghlvt >. 
•for all he has done for black artists. Zcbilla Wolfe of New York and Jnli 
After the Eddie Kendrick show and el Hightower and her (laughter Heid 
Tabriz, I came home and wanted of Thomaston. Ga Well-wishers in- 
everyone to know my friend, eluded llarriel and Warren
Townsend lie s an unsung hero," Stephens. Samira (on im Terri Ei
she said win and Ren and Walter Hussmau

Also recognized with Wolfe dur- all of IjI-Ic R.<k
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McLarty’s associate Humphries 
moves to auto dealership group

F
B

I I . 
I

J

f

r

AKK VA.NAS III MIX K Al-liA/t ITE

Stephen B Humphries has
been named president of McLarty-
Asbury Automotive, the joint ven­
ture formed last year by Little
Rock businessman Thomas F.
“Mack” McLarty and Asbury’ Auto­
motive Group

Humphries, who is managing
director of the Little Rock ac­
counting firm Moore Stephens
Frost, will lead McLarty-Asbury
Automotive s merger and acquisi­
tion strategy, he said. His move to
the dealership group takes effect
Saturday.

The appointment grew out of a
longstanding business relation­
ship between Humphries and
McLarty, Humphries said. He has
been McLarty’s partner in the car­
dealership business since 1983.

Humphries also oversaw the fi­
nances and operations of McLarty
Cos. during McLarty’s six-year
tenure in Washington as White
House chief of staff and counselor
to President Clinton.

McLarty is chairman of McLar­
ty-Asbury and a board member of
Asbury Automotive, a Philadel­
phia-based dealership network.

stake in his automobile dealership Flesher, who’s been with the firm 
company. McLarty Automotive '’
Group, to become the eighth re­
gional dealer group in the Asbury
Automotive national network. As­
bury has annual revenue of $4 bil­
lion.

The company uses the dealers

i
Mli
3 C m C

as "platforms’’ for making acquisi­
tions within their respective mar­
kets. Within the next three years, 
Asbury Automotive plans to join 
all the eight dealer groups into a 
single publicly traded company, 
Humphries said.

He said his role will be to work 
with Asbury Automotive as it pre­
pares to merge the dealers and go 
public. He will also lead the ac­
quisition effort, he said.

Established in 1921, McLarty 
Automotive operates six dealer­
ships around the state. Those in­
clude North Point Ford Lincoln- 
Mercury, North Point Mazda Volk 
swagen and Prestige Toyota BMW. 
all in North Little Rock; Premier 
AutoPlaza in Little Rock; McLarty 
Auto Mall in Texarkana; and Hope 
Auto Co. in Hope.

Formed in 1974. Moore 
Stephens Frost is the local affili­
ate of Moore Stephens Internation­
al in London. The firm, which spe­
cializes in animal agriculture and 
health care, has about $10 million 
in annual revenue and about 80 
employees.

___________ __________ Filling Humphries’ role at 
In August he sold a majority Moore Stephens Frost will be Greg

21 years. Tom Gibbons will be­
come sales and marketing direc­
tor; Cheryl Shuffield will direct 
personnel; and Alan Duncan will 
be in charge of finances.
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YOU GO, GIRL!

E-i

Willi this week's announce­
ment that Radcliffe College 
will cease to exist as an un­
dergraduate institution and 
merge with Harvard Univer­
sity. the question arises: 
Will women’s colleges make 
sense at the end of the millen­
nium?

Without Radcliffe, just 78 
womens colleges remain 
today compared with 298 in 
I960. But Radcliffe's evolu­
tion - and Hie decline in over­
all numbers - doesn't mean 
the schools arc becoming mu­
seum pieces. In fact, a decade- 
long surge in applications and 
enrollment shows women's 
colleges undergoing a resur­
gence - typify ing a renewed in­
terest in “unisex" education.

“Ufomen’s colleges are com­
ing on strong.' says Judith

See COLLEGES page 3

A college of her 

own: women’s 

schools thrive

The Christian Science Monitor

APRIL 23, 1999

By Mark Clayton
Staff wnter ot The Christian Science Monitor 

and Elisabetta Coletti
p 4 -?>< Mi.'-* • At;. • A ■ '•lb'-

CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 
T THE annual Straw­
berry Tea in June,
Radcliffe College se­

niors are invited to don frilly 
dresses and dip berries in 
whipped cream.

Other women's colleges, 
like nearby Wellesley, have 
old-fashioned rites of passage 
like "running a hoop" that 
once indicated who would 
marry first, but has now been 
reinvented to Indicate who 
will be successful.

Such vestiges of the old fin­
ishing-school persona of 
women's colleges might seem 
endangered, especially at Rad­
cliffe. one of the venerable 
“seven sisters” consortium of 
women's colleges mid alma 
mater of Helen Keller and
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As women’s studies thrive, so do colleges
COLLEGES from page 1
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She says her daughter, who graduated
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SEVEN SISTERS, MINUS ONE: Radcliffe College, one of the seven ongmal women's college's 
in the United States, is closing its doors as an undergraduate institution.

I

tract a new generation of students.
Little Cedar Crest College in Allen-
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movement. Since its founding in 1879, and expanding a niche of its own.
Radcliffe lias been a maverick in women s It will enter the new millennium as the 

Shapiro, president of all-women Barnard higher education. In 1943 it began offer- Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at 
College in New York. ing undergraduates coeducational Harvard. Already it is predicted to be the

Since 1992, the number of applica- classes at Harvard - even though most preeminent intellectual center for die 
lions has grown at 85 percent of women's women’s colleges would never consider study of women and society, 
colleges, estimates Jadwiga Sebrechts. such a thing In 1975. Harvard and Rad- Wednesday s announcement has Rad­
president of the Women's College Coali- cliffe admissions offices were combined, cliffe giving up Its president and board of 
don in Washington, an advocacy group, and die limit on the number of women directors - and the Radcliffe seal dial ap- 
Tbtal applications have jumped 30 to 40 undergraduates was abolished. A year pears on diplomas next to Harvard's. But 
percent over the past six years. later it ceded control to Harvard over it will get a new dean to oversee opera-

That's a big switch from a few years most aspects of undergraduate life. lions - putting il on par with the likes of
ago. All-women colleges began in the US Harvard’s business and law schools,
in the mid-19th century as women de- VER those decades, die bond be- Radcliffe also gains SI 50 million-to add
manded higher education - but all-male I j tween Radcliffe and its women to $150 million from its own endowment,

bastions denied them admission. shifted gradually to I larvard. The move consolidates Radcliffe's
By the 1960s and 1970s. legislative With more women attending Harvard, focus on interdisciplinary scholarship, 

and social pressures pushed open the Radcliffe women began dropping Rad- Ils Bunting Institute funds research pro­
doors of male colleges. Many women’s cliffe from their resume. "They didn't ed- moling women, its Schlesinger Library is 
colleges declared victory and became co- ucale us on the positive aspects of being an archive of women’s history holding 
educational. They seemed to lose their at a women s school." says Janet Mendel- everything from suffragists’ manuscripts 
raison d'etre. Ms. Sebrechts says - with sohn. a Watertown. Mass., filmmaker to Ella Fitzgerald s cookltooks.
153 of them going co-ed. Dwindling en- who graduated in the mid-1960s. "With the creation of the Institute,
rollments in the 1980s hit womens col- Molly TUcker. a Radcliffe alum who Radcliffe can ... Im* more of an advocate 
leges hard, and 30 more schools either teaches computer science at Colgate Col- in strengthening the roles of women." 
went co-ed or closed.

Then something happened.
Not long tffter Anita Hill faced
off against Clarence Thomas in
hearings before an all-male
congressional panel in 1991,
applications to womens col­
leges began rising

Some say it was fallout
from the 1992 "year of the
woman." Others call it the
"Hillary effect." Media cover­
age, books, and popular dis­
cussions on gender bias, date

. rape, and "empowerment"
flooded the mainstream too.

Suddenly women s colleges
had a new reason for exis­
tence: preparing its graduates
to thrive in a professional
world dominated by old-boys
clubs. "They really have be­
come leadership factories for
women." Sebrechts says.
"These schools say explicitly
and unabashedly that they're

1 training grounds for women

leaders."
Tills is not just boilerplate.

Numerous studies show
womens colleges consistently
produce a higher proportion of
female math and science graduates than lege in Hamilton, N.Y.. has mixed feelings says Linda Wilson, who will soon step 
coeducational schools. That is helping at- about her alma mater. On the one hand, down as Radcliffe s president. "Radcliffe 

"it just makes me reidly sad." has been here to nurture women wheu
But she also bridles when remember- they want to lx* nurtured. For a lot of 

town. Pa., for instance, debated going co- ing not being allowed to use the same 11- women that's after graduation."
educational in 1988. but staved firm. In brary or dining hall as male classmates Sebrechts and Shapiro agree with that 
the past decade, its endowment has dou- in the mid-1960s. "We were second-class assessment. They say that Radcliffe, 
bled. This spring it received 1,107 appli- citizens." she says. "I had to chart my day backed by Harvard's resources, will 
cations for 230 freshmen slots, com- around where a ladies' room was" since make an even stronger contribution to
pared with 350 applications for 100 there were so few al Harvard. educating women tn the future.
openings a decade ago. The college draws She says her daughter, who graduated "It's very important for people to un­
women from 42 states eager to study in 1996. fevls more allegiance to Harvard derstand that Radcliffe is not a typical
neuroscience, genetic engineering, and than Radcliffe. That sentiment is echoed women's college." says Shapiro, whose
forensics - areas still dominated by men. by others like Delphine Gabbay from own institution Ls one of the last to main- 

"We see womens education as a kind Lyon. Fiance, a 1996 graduate. "It was a tain both its autonomy and close ties to 
of international priority... We are meeting place that had some cool resources, its brother institution. Columbia Univer- 
a major need." says Dorothy Gulbenklan classes, and seminars." she says. “But sity. "Women s colleges are the places that 
Blaney Cedar Crest s president. Radcliffe didn’t really enter into my un- can be counted on to advance the inter­

In tluit context. Radcliffes finale as <m dergraduate study experience." ests of women." she says. They are
undergraduate institution really says lit- Officials say however, dial Radcliffe places where you know women are never 
tie about the state of die women's-college will build on its strengths, broadening going io take second place."

■
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Stuck with a hunk
Lunchtime gossip at Washing­

ton’s Fbur Seasons Hotel this 
week surrounded "The First 
Partner Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton,” by historian Joyce Milton. 

If you haven’t been reading, 
Miss Milton insists that Mrs. 
Clinton had a squad of private 
eyes tailing her husband, starting 
in the early 1980s.

By our own recollection, that 
would have been about the time 
Mr. Clinton was out "playing 
golf” with Elizabeth Ward. Susie 
Whiteacre, Lencola Sullivan, 
Gennifer Howers, Sally Perdue, 
Connie Hamzy and Bobbie Ann 
Williams, to name a few.

Anyway, Miss Milton will dis­
cuss this intriguing book in Wash­

ington on Tuesday, ft p.m. to 8 
p.m., at an Independent Women’s 
Fbrum Speakers Series, 1319 18th 
Street NW, two blocks from 
Dupont Circle. Those interested 
can purchase the William Mor­
row & Co. book at the event.
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Columnist Hinaiy
Hillary Clinton has a new out­

let for her column, which ran in 
this newspaper until late last
year. The column, syndicated by 
Creators Syndicate, will appear in 
Washington in White House 
Weekly, a newsletter about issues 
of interest to the executive 
branch of the government. The
Weekly has no connection with 
the government or the White 
House.

Mrs. Clinton draws on her ex­
periences as the first lady and 
frequently writes about women 
she meets in her travels in the 
United States and the world. She 
got the idea for the column from 
reading a collection of columns 
by Eleanor Roosevelt, written 
when she was the first lady from
1933-1945.

“We are pleased to provide a 
forum for Mrs. Clinton’s views 
and welcome commentary from 
our readers on the columns," says 
Llewellyn King, publisher of 
White House Weekly.

Wesley Pruden, editor in chief 
of The Times, says he dropped 
the column because he thought it 
was boring.

“It didn't have any of the fizz 
and juice we usually see in the 
first lady,” he says. “A lot of peo­
ple were surprised when we 
picked up her column and we 
even lost a few angry readers, but 
that didn’t bother me. I thought 
running her in The Times would 
be a good thing, both for her and 
for our readers. I wrote to her be­
fore we dropped the column, urg­
ing her to get mad, get even, to 
draw some blood, even some of
mine. But she said she didn’t 
want to do that, so we dropped
her. I wish her and White House 
Weekly only the best.”
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First Lady Denounces ‘Culture of Violence
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By Michael Grunwald

KWiinglon I’ost Staff Writer

leaders before her speech. Ab^ 
wide Quinnipiac College
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Hollywood during the 1996 cam­
paign. She was particularly tough on 
video games that “you win based on 
how many people you kill,” describ­
ing them as military training for 
impressionable minds.

“We have to be willing to talk 
about the culture of violence that 
infects the lives of our children,” she 
said. "The constant exposure to 
violence on TV, in the movies, on 
video games, in music—there's 
much too much evidence that chil-

aJ -

drcn get desensitized.... There's so 
much of it. We’re awash in it”

Clinton acknowledged that any 
crackdown on media violence would 
raise First Amendment issues, but 
six* suggested that Anuriia needs 
far nxire tlian the “V-chips” that 
parents can use to screen out violent 
shows.

“We are going to have to do some 
serious thinking in this country 
about how we can take more control 
over what <xir children see and

In recent weeks, the j ____
speculation about Clinton's possT 
ble Senate race has been tiltj 
toward yes; the state 1--------

mi Friday. April 23, i9991A»

■ A ble Senate race has been tilting , 
toward yes; the state Democratic1' 
Party announced today thdf the 
first lady will attend its annual 
<linner on Thursday, and CKhtoh 
met with several local DemdSW1' 
........................... ■ch. A^fef

MIMMdWIGHl WSOCWTOIWSS 
Hillary Rodham Clinton holds up a U.S. government booklet on safe schools 
as she addresses a New York teachers union last night in Niagara Falls.

It is not clear how the kil 
Colorado got their guns, 1 
also criticized the gun lobby, 
ing the disaster at least in 
the wide availability of fii 
America.

“We need to stand up ariosi 
what needs to be said about 
and firearms.” she said. ‘ 
earth would we permit any j 
person access to the firearms 
two young men brought intAEtW ** 

school?”
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NIAGARA FALLS. N.Y., April 
22—In an unusually forceful re­
sponse to the Colorado school shoot­
ing. Hillary R<xlham Clinton tonight 
called for stricter controls on guns 
and violent media images in a 
speech to the statewide teachers 
union, denouncing “the culture of 
violence that infects the lives of our 
children.”

The first lady’s speech to the 
pohtically influential New York 
State United Teachers had a bit of a 
campaign aura, and she has spent 
three days in New York just this 
week, but Clinton did not refer to 
her jx sssible race for Senate. Instead, 
she unleashed a blizzard of propos­
als designed to prevent similar trag­
edies: more money for school coun­
selors and MXTal workers, tougher 
penalties for children who use guns 
and the adults whose guns fall into 
their hands, more resources for child 
care and after-school programs, an 
anti-violence hotline in every com­
munity, and a national delxite about 
violence in the media.

Clinton began by cautioning 
against the urge to point fingers in 
the wake of the horrors in Littleton, 
but she then proceeded to do just 
that. Her rhetoric about guns and 
money was not particularly surpris­
ing. echoing as it did the themes in 
her best-selling lxx>k about child- 
rearing, “It Takes a Village." But 
Clinton also lashed out at violent 
images in the media, repeating 
themes of Republican presidential 

nominee Robert J. Dole's attack on

I.

experience," she said. “We 
longer shut our eyes to the impact 
the media is having on r"
children, and the potentially 
impact it is having on some of 
them."

leased today gave Clinton 'H UW'1 
percent to 41 percent advantige’IHrn 
a race against New York Miijw 
Rudolph W. Giuliani, a sligW 
crease over a few weeks agti/Hif11 

her advisers say she has not
up her mind. ’H"*”

Still, Clinton took advantA^e ’r# ‘ 
her friendly crowd tonight, wmffintf'* 
applause with her emphasSw,bfi 
several traditional Democrats ’ 
sues; support for teachers uftfcifr’-, 
opposition to school voucher^'hntl' - 
increased resources for socilHf:,^tf l" 

vices.
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N.Y. SENATE: Potential Senate candidate Hillary 
Rodham Ointon has changed her plans and will at­
tend a major state Democratic Party fund-raising din­
ner in New York next week.

Her decision adds to speculation that she will enter 
the race for the seat of retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan in 2000.

A statewide Quinnipiac Poll shows the first lady 
leading Republican New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
49% to 41%. Neither is an announced candidate.



Traveling first class and in style
First lady politicks at public expense

I

I

“0

>-*■

rj

§

1
John R. 
Starr

with two trouble spots at once.
Seems as if one spot is giving him more 

trouble than he can deal with.

John R. Starr I* the fonnemu’uijiiig editor of Ite 
Democrat Gazette
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F dfek.suspect that hard-working taxpayers 
would be appalled if they knew how 
much it has cost us to have Hillary Clin­

ton as first lady.
The Clinton administration's penchant 

for secrecy and the many mazes erected by 
bureaucrats to make it difficult to find out 
how public money is spent in Washington 
virtually ensure that we’ll never get a total 
for the cost of Mrs. Clinton's many trips, but 

| Hillary has made other first ladies look like 
i misers.

I would not be surprised if she has not 
outspent some presidents.

Hillary travels first class and in high 
style. And she travels and travels and trav­
els, kissing babies and kissing up to world 
leaders in her self-assigned role as the 
country’s goodwill ambassador.

My curiosity about the cost of having 
Hillary was stirred by a report in The New 
York Times which revealed that the White 
House is claiming that her most recent vis­
it to New York was public business.

She did do a little public business, but 
there was a lot of political business in fur­
therance of her chances for success in a 
U.S. Senate race in New York

If Hillary's on public business, you and 
I pay for the trip, no matter bow political it 
may become behind the scenes. Wouldn’t it 
be interesting to know how much time she 
allotted for public business and how much 
was spent advancing her as yet unofficial 
campaign?

During this week's visit to New York, 
Hillary tried to scotch rumors that she is 
losing interest in being a senator For the 
last couple of weeks, the informed guessers

had been predicting that she wouldn't make 
the race.

The polls may be discouraging her a bit. 
In a survey conducted by Marist College’s 
Institute for Public Opinion, 52 percent of 
registered New York voters said Hillary 
should not run for the Senate. A February 
poll indicated that only 37 percent did not 
want her to run. Reversing the question, 
pollsters learned that 42 percent of voters 
want her to run. That’s down front 56 per­
cent in February.

Reporters are beginning to ask about 
her travels and about who's paying for 
them. Hillary promised to have her staff 
check more closely to make sure that po­
litical and personal travel are kept sepa­
rate.

That’s nice to hear, but the fact is, as long 
as she is an undeclared candidate, shei go­
ing to be able to find ways to stick the pub­
lic for her New York trips. Any Washington 
official can find a dozen ways to do public 
business in New York on any given day.

Hillary isn't thinking small. On Monday, 
she said that as soon as plans can be 
worked out, she's going to travel to the 
Balkans to visit refugee camps. Any candi­
date would pay millions for that kind of 
high-profile exposure Hillary is going to let 
taxpayers pay for it

"I think it's very important for me to go tt 
Kosovo eventually,” she said. “I've been 
asked to go. I've expressed my very strong 
interest in going. As soon as I’m given the 
green light to go, I intend to go."

She won’t be going to Kosovo, of courge 
She wouldn't be welcome there. Kosovo is 
still controlled by the Serbs, whose country 
is being bombed back into the 19th century 
by United States planes. She'll visit Mace­
donia and Albania where most of the re­
fugees are

I wish there were some way to poll the 
refugees to see whether they would rather 
see Hillary Clinton or a sack of flour and a 
side of bacon.

The war continues to go badly. NATO’s 
projection that Yugoslavia would quickly 
fold was 20 feet off base. NATO comman­
ders are now talking about another two to 
seven months of bombing. By that time, 
many Americans will be asking if two 
months isn’t enough.

The commanders are asking for more 
planes and more money. There is a danger 
that almost all of America's deployable 
planes will be assigned to the Balkans. 
What happens if trouble breaks out else­
where?

While he was dismantling Americans mil­
itary early in his term. Bill Clinton pro­
mised to keep a force capable of dealing



leading N.Y. Democrats Says 
HIiiary WIii Run ... 
■ Or,�. m mr STAn-:'s top Democrats
said Wednesday he is convinced
First Lady I llllary Ro<lham Clinton
wlll run for the. enate next year in
New York.

State Comr>troller Carl McCall 
said that while Clinton has not told 
him or such a decision "I juc;t feel 
that 14iwn the schetlulin� she·s domg 
- lht> places she s going. the foct
that (politicaJ advi er) Harold Ickes is
worlmg full-time and lining people up
-all or this -,ee,ns lo be (a) pretty
clear sign that she plans to run."

McCalrs remarks. reflecting a 
growing sentiment among New 
York's top Democrats. came as the 
first lady returned to Washinb'10n 
Wednesday for one day after a 
three-<.lay foray into New York: Clin­
ton" ill go back lo New York today. 

Clinton's schedule was packed 
with campaign-like stops through­
out New York City and Long Island 

on �onday and Tuesday. Today, 
she flie to 'iagara Falls for a 

speech to a politiC'ally powerful 
ew York teachers' union. 

"I don't think she"d be spending 
this much tim • in New York ... if she 
wasn't seriously planning a candi­
dacy," McCall told an Albany radio 
sl.iticm. "l think she's going to run. I 
really do." 

McCall is one or many ew York 
l.)(>mocrats with whom Clinton has 
bet•n onsulling as she weighs the 
:WOO race to replace retiring Democ­
ratic Sen. Oanlel Patrick Moynihan. 

Arter spending part or this week 
with Chnton, stat<' Democratic 
Chairwom.in Judith Hope said she 
had the impression that wshe wants 
to do this." but Hope said Clinton 
h, <.I not yet made a decision. 



Mrs. Dole, uncanned
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Suzanne Fields, a columnist for 
The Washington Times, is nationally 
syndicated Her column appears here 
Monday and Thursday 

Suzanne
Fields

for real, for better or for worse, as a 
politician not a wife.

She’s got a long way to go to artic­
ulate coherent policy positions, but 
this is not “sexual politics.” She had 
a career before she married and 
flourished in it afterwards. She did 
not have children nor was she chosen 
to be president of the American Red 
Cross because she was a “nurturer.”

Maybe now we can stop seeing 
men and women in terms of Mars 
and Venus. Now that we’ve discov­
ered a new galaxy in the cosmos who 
knows what else we’ll discover about 
our own? Sexual stereotypes in poli­
tics are anachronisms You could ask 
Margaret Thatcher or Sonia Gandhi. 
(Don’t ask Benazir Bhutto.)

Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Dole are 
Janus figures for the Millennium 
Woman in pohtics. The first lady got 
where she got based on type casting. 
When she was in charge of health­
care policy, her polls plummeted; 
she got it all wrong. As a victim of 
adultery, her polls went up; her man 
was the one who got it all wrong.

Mrs. Clinton never found her voice, 
her vision. It was always dependent 
on what her husband did. As she teas­
es New Yorkers with the idea that she 
might run for the Senate and consid­
ers a humanitarian trip to Albania, it)s 
impossible not to factor in her evident 
desire to get away from her husband.

Mrs. Dole met with refugees in 
Macedonia and Albania as an exten­
sion of her work with the Red Cross 
and as a potential candidate for the 
presidency. Whether you agree or 
disagree with her policies, she will 
be held responsible for them.

Liberal pro-choice women 
ridicule the big-tent philosophy of 
Mrs. Dole. That’s narrow-minded, 
but worse, a mistake. One pundit 
asks whether the Republican big tent 
is designed for a religious revival 
meeting or a circus, which smacks of 
bigotry. Democrats won't permit 
pro-life speakers at their political 
conventions, but this pundit would 
never ask whether such silence is 
bigotry or the Theater of the Absurd.

Mrs. Dole runs behind George W. 
Bush Jr. but ahead of Al Gore. She 
must raise at least $10 million by the 
end of die year and she needs some 
high-profile supporters in the Repub- 
lican Party’ to make her credible as a 
candidate.

“We protect our freedom best 
when America leads — and when 
that leadership is clear, credible, and 
capable,” she says. She’s right about 
that, and that, as she will learn, is eas­
ier said than done. But she seems on 
her way to a rare opportunity to show 
whether she has the “right stuff."

1

lizabeth Dole is looking good. 
I'm not talking hair-in-place and 
color-coordinated fashion state­

ments. She actually sounds sponta­
neous, even tough. No one accuses her 
of being cute when she’s mad.

When she talked to the midship­
man at the Naval Academy she 
urged an effective military strategy 
in Kosovo “to build up and deploy 
the forces necessary to win the war.” 
(She didn’t suggest a strategy.) 
When she was interviewed by Cokie 

Roberts on ABC’s 
“This Week.” she 
disagreed strong­
ly on two sensitive 
and controversial 
issues, one with 
Gary Bauer, 
director of the 
Family Research 
Council, a power­
ful social conser­
vative in the 
Republican party, 
and one with the 
pope, who has 
some influence in 
both parties.

She opposes Mr. Bauer’s position 
that the United States withdraw sup­
port from international agencies 
that promote abortion. That would 
not be in the American interest. She 
disagreed with the pope who would 
deny the morning-after pill to Koso­
var women who have been raped. 
She's pro-life with exception for 
women who have been raped or are 
victims of incest. (So, for that mat­
ter, is Jerry Falwell.)

Mrs. Dole has been criticized, cor­
rectly in my view, for sounding 
canned, but this past week she came 
across as thinking on her feet (with or 
without high heels.) This was not the 
Oprah-sounding spouse at the Repub­
lican convention in San Diego in 1996.

In fact, in contrast to Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton, she's not standing by 
her man; she’s taking his place as a 
candidate. Bob has the Viagra, but 
she’s got the testosterone Finally, 
we have a woman who wants to live 
in the White House, and who will 
make it — or not — based on what 
the voters say about her rather than 
about her husband. It’s refreshing.

While Mrs. Clinton goes into her 
thousandth reincarnation, writing a 
book about how much fun it is to be 
the hostess with the “mostest,” pre­
siding over an oval table if not neces­
sarily an oval office, Mrs. Dole is in it

a
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Hillary and Mrs. Pataki
Libby Pataki. wife of New York

GOP Gov. George E. Pataki, said
Tuesday she is “happy” she is not
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

"I am happy every day that I
wake up and I don’t walk in her
shoes,” Mrs. Pataki said just min­
utes before Mrs. Clinton shared a 
stage with her at the Crest Hol­
low Club in Woodbury, Long Is­
land.

’’The women sat together on
the dais during the event at the
Long Island Women’s Agenda
luncheon and chatted amiably,"
the New York Post reports. Mrs.
Clinton apparently was unaware
of Mrs Pataki’s comment.

Marsha Berry, spokeswoman
for Mrs. Clinton, shrugged off the 
remarks. "I wouldn’t read any­
thing into it. She’s someone Mrs.
Clinton’s friendly with.”

However, at the same event,
Anglican Archbishop Desmond
TUtu of South Africa reminded
Mrs Clinton of her husband’s un­
faithfulness. “When you had an
extraordinary ordeal through
which you and your family passed

... my admiration and love for
you grew in leaps and bounds,"
Archbishop TUtu said.
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First Lady Pitches Small Steps' 
In Healthcare Reform 

■ First Lady Hiijary Rodham Clin­
ton made a new pitch for a variety 
of healthcare reforms in New York 
Tuesday, but acknowledged her 
failure in previous efforts to over­
haul health insurance.

Clinton returns to Washington 
today, but returns again to New 
York Thursday, with Niagara Falls 
among her planned stops. Her itin­
erary is considered part of her 
work as first lady and is being paid 
for by U.S. taxpayers.

Clinton in recent weeks has fu­
eled speculation that she will run for 
the seat of retiring Democratic Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan next year.

“This is not an exploratory trip." 
Clinton said. “This is a trip filled 
with events and occasions, some of 
which I agreed to do months ago."

Referring to her ambitious and 
ultimately unsuccessful attempt in 
1994 to fundamentally change 
health care. Clinton said she now 
comes “from the school of smaller 
steps."

In a speech on healthcare re­
form at Long Island’s Hofstra Uni­
versity — where she was honored 
for her public service — Clinton ex­
pressed support for her husband’s 
proposal to use part of the federal 
budget surplus to prop up 
Medicare.

Meanwhile, contrary to a report 
in CongressDailyAAfs Monday edi­
tion, the new RunHillary.com Web 
site was not formed with any en­
couragement or coordination from 
the first lady’s staff. The Indepen­
dently sponsored Web site was es­
tablished by Clinton supporters in 
New York who want her to run for 
the Senate.
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“Well, the shine might 
be off the apple a little bit 
once you get into the nitty 
gritty and the nuts and 
bolts of the campaign. The 
numbers become a little 
bit more realistic of what 
the real situation is.

It’s not the first time the 
governor’s wife has tan­
gled with other powerful 
women.

In January 1995, Mrs. 
Pataki blasted Mrs. Clin­
ton for claiming she was 
“naive and dumb” in her 
efforts to pass health-care 
reform.

“She's not dumb or

"I am happy 
every day that 
I wake up and 
I don't walk in 
her shoes,"

LIBBY PATAKI

4
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N Y Post Mary McLoughlin

Desmond

Marsha Berry, later tried 
to brush off Mrs. Pataki’s 
remarks, saying only: “I 
wouldn’t read anything 
into it. She’s someone 
Mrs. Clinton’s friendly 
with.”

Before the lunch began, 
Mrs. Pataki said she had 
no political advice for the 
First Lady.

“I’m sure she’s quite ca­
pable of making her own 
decisions,” Mrs. Pataki 
said, adding that Mrs. 
Clinton “never asked my 
advice and I doubt she 
ever will — she’s not that 
stupid.”

Asked who she would 
vote for if Mayor Giuliani 

- W J
i wYT: J

J

The state’s First Lady 
yesterday took a big 
swipe at the nation’s 
First Lady, saying she’s 
“happy” she’s not Hillary 
Rodham Clinton.

“I am happy every day 
that I wake up and I don’t 
walk in her shoes," Libby 
Pataki told reporters on 
Long Island, just minutes 
before she shared the 
stage with Mrs. Clinton at 
the Crest Hollow Country 
Club in Woodbury.

Mrs. Clinton had not yet 
arrived and was appar­
ently unaware of Mrs. Pa­
taki’s statement. The 
women sat together on the 
dais during the event at 
the Long Island Women’s 
Agenda luncheon and 
chatted amiably.

Hillary’s spokeswoman.

f

LADIES FIRST: Libby Pataki confers with Hillary Rodham Clinton at the Long Is­
land Women’s Agenda luncheon in Woodbury yesterday.

naive. What she’s doing is
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her day on Long Island at 
a third-grade class at the 
Village School in Syosset, 
where she watched a 
show-and-tell science les­
son about frogs and their 
habitat. She also was key­
note speaker at a health­
care symposium at Hofs- 
tra University in Hemp­
stead.

Later, Mrs. Clinton 
spoke at a New York Uni­
versity Law School cere­
mony honoring Dr. Alex­
ander Boraine cr.d

...- "■

ciliation Commission.
Calling Mrs. Clinton “an 

extraordinary woman," 
Tutu also alluded to the 
president’s affair with a 
White House intern.

“When you had an ex­
traordinary ordeal
through which you and 
your family passed ... my 
admiration and love for 
you giew in leaps and

$1

s__/
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time.
Mrs. Pataki also angrily 

scrapped with Matilda 
Cuomo in 1994 when their 
husbands were facing off 
in the gubernatorial cam­
paign.

Mrs. Pataki’s remarks 
yesterday came on Mrs 
Clinton’s second day of 
campaign-style stops in 
New York.

The First Lady began

and Mrs. Clinton face of 
for Senate next year, Mrs. 
Pataki said she “would 
vote for the most qualified 
candidate, but right now 
we don’t have a clue who 
they are.”

Mrs. Pataki also com­
mented on Monday’s Mar- 
ist College poll that shows 
52 percent of New Yorkers 
think Mrs. Clinton 
shouldn’t run for the Sen- 

f.
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is a figment,” says Meryl

■ AM a member of the Associa-
■ tion for Women in Communi-

oyergrown, overfed, overpop­
ulated, and the event on Mon-

ly ha 
listei

pearances were sheer poetry in 
motion, and nobody could follow

than the winners? This just 
adds to the length of it all. Put

And 1 think everybody missed 
the point utterly of Mr. Nichols*

troduced by Hillary 
Nichols: *Td like Kati

proceedings
left a big

1

B an actor an^ an actor 
0 is a figment,” says Meryl 

Streep.

auos to the length of it all. Put 
the explanations of who the in­
troducers are into the program, 
and, if people don’t know who 
Mike Nichols, Nora Ephron, 
Joan Hamburg and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton are, let their 
mothers worry about it.

day was sheer, incredible over­
kill. It went on forever and 
ever. Nobody has the time or 
patience to listen to hundreds 
of speeches from noon to 3 p.m. 
in the, middle of a workday. 
And, Pm sorry, but everything 
was downhill after Mike Nich­
ols introduced Meryl Streep, 
and she responded. Their ap-

cations and I once was given 
their coveted Matrix Award for 
newspapering. I was also the 
front and center guest of In- 
Style magazine on Monday at 
the Waldorf, so I don’t like to 
bite the hands that feed me.

But, the Matrix Awards are 
off the wall now, out of bounds.
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nough already!

them.
Why do the famous people in­

troducing the winners need in­
troductions for themselves that 
are longer and more fulsome

wry and hilarious remark to the 
Matrix winner who was to be in­
troduced bv Hillary Clinton. 
Nichols: I d like Katie Couric 
to know that Meryl Streep was 
originally to be introduced by 
the pope, but... ”

The inevitably satirical Mr. 
Nichols hit the nail right on the 
head. Hillary Clinton pres­
enting to Katie Couric wrenched 
the entire proceedings out of 
whack and left a big sucking 
sound in the Waldorf ballroom.
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School Choice: The True Cutting Edge
H

ways “produce a bad product at a high 
price.” The issue is not whether public

«

gible for the scholarships applied for them.
That’s what school choice is all about — 

giving the means to opt out of the public­
school system, for the benefit of their chil­
dren, to those who (unlike so many upper­
middle-class parents) don’t have the re­
sources to do so.

Nationwide, the fund offered 40,000 par­
tial scholarships. The applications totalled 
1.25 million.

The Children’s Scholarship Fund is mak­
ing a profound case for change in education, 
and congratulations are due its co-chair­
men, Theodore J. Forstmann and John T. 
Walton, for their good works.

The public-school system, says Forst­
mann, is a monopoly, and monopolies al- 

illary Clinton claims she loves New York 
because of its “cutting-edge approach to 
a lot of what I consider to be important 

challenges that we face.” If the First Lady 
really wants to be on the cutting edge, she 
would drop her oft-stated opposition to the 
school-choice movement — which is, despite 
the protestations of those who benefit from 
the unacceptable status quo, the future of 
American education.

When the noble private outfit called the 
Children’s Scholarship Fund announced 
that it would provide 2,500 scholarships for 
New York City schoolkids for private or pa­
rochial school, the fund received 168,000 ap­
plications. Think about that.

Even more remarkable is the fact that 
more than a third of the schoolchildren eli- 

schoots should exist, but whether they have 
the right to trap those unable to buy their 
way out of the monopolistic system.

The answer should be obvious: The less- 
well-to-do do not exist to provide jobs to 
public-school teachers and administrators. 
They are more in need of quality education 
than anybody.

At the heart of the debate over schol­
arships or vouchers is student achievement. 
So far, vouchers have produced moderate 
gains for kids who go from public to private 
schools. Some opponents take this as a 
mark of failure.

According to researchers from Indiana 
University who compared third-grade 
voucher students to their public-school 
peers in Cleveland, school choice proved a 
mixed bag.

But Harvard's Paul Peterson and Jay 
Greene evaluated the Indiana team’s work 
and discovered that the study had basically 
left out a quarter of the kids who'd used 
vouchers to move from public to private 
schools.

The Harvard team looked at the left-out 
25 percent, and found they had scored mod­
erate gains in reading comprehension and 
large gains in math. The scores slipped over 
the summer, but these kids still scored 
higher than the national norm on math and 
reading.

Vouchers aren’t magical. They will not 
turn children into scholars overnight. What 
they will do is give kids and their parents 
what they promise — a choice, not a K- 
through-12 sentence.
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Hillary's necklace is clearly
a case of no-vault insurance
H

troducing her as “Our Fi.„ 
Lady Hilly Rodham Clinton.”

Hilly wasn’t talking Senate 
run beyond her "I haven’t made 
up my mind yet” mantra, so we 
talked jewelry. With her brown 
pantsuit and bowed, low-heeled 
Ferragamo shoes, she sported a 
nifty gold and diamond tailored 
necklace. From the husband? 
“From my mother. It was lying 
in a vault doing nothing and no­
body enjoying it, so she decided 
to give it to me.”

Hilly's oft and schlepping 
today, too. With or without rest 
or necklace.

ILLARY. Flew to N.Y. from
D.C. yesterday and 

jammed eight appearances into 
her newly adopted state. The 
first, 8 a.m. The last, 9 p.m 
That is one large amount of 
work no matter what you’re 
hustling for. As early as 10:30 
a m., when her people rang me, 
she was already running late.

At Congressman Jerry Nad­
ler’s 8 p.m. stop, she was more 
fresh and together than her in­
troducer. She said supermarket 
tycoon John Catsimatidis, 
who owns Gristedes, Red Apple, 
etc., etc., and his wife, Margo, 
“have been very good to my hus­
band.” John repaid this by in­
troducing her as “Our First

I I
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> percent said she should try 
the Senate seat.

“Once when I was playing a 
leader down an expedition of
white water ...” said Miss 
Streep, who at that point 
stopped, looked toward Mrs. 
Clinton and exclaimed: “Not 
that Whitewater!”

_ Point of confusion
Hillary Rodham Clinton ap­

peared at a luncheon Monday at 
New York’s Waldorf Astoria ho­
tel, where actress Meryl Streep 
was holding forth at the Matrix 
awards.

eimco Wednesday, aiwl 21

~ ~ Hillary slips

The more Hillary Rodham 
Clinton flirts with a run for the
U.S. Senate from New York, the
more her poll numbers plummet
there.

The Marist College poll, re­
leased Monday — the same day
Mrs. Clinton was making a
campaign-style swing through
New York City — found that a 
majority of New Yorkers — 52
percent — hope the first lady 
will stay in Washington. Forty-

two
for 1

The survey also found that
Mrs. Clinton's 10-point lead in
January over New York Mayor
Rudolph W. Giuliani has melted
away. She led by a statistically
insignificant 43.5 percent to 42.8
percent.

The headline on the front
page of yesterday’s New York
Post said: “Voters Sour on Hil­
lary: Your Slip is Showing.”
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For Senator From the Great State of America
payers to be underwriting these 
First-Lady forays into New York. If 
Mrs. Clinton had been studying Mr. 
Giuliani’s technique, she would have 
announced that the subsidized trans­
portation and staff were all neces­
sary for her security, and perhaps 
implied that the media were sympa­
thetic to international terrorism In­
stead, Mrs. Clinton's press secretary 
compared the questioning reporter 
to a "pinhead," raising the possibili­
ty that the information policy that 
has done so much for President Clin­
ton’s reputation can be exported to 
New York

The idea that Mr. Giuliani, whose 
inability to get along with his peers is 
notorious, wants to join the clubbiest 
legislative body in human history is 
almost as otherworldly as the idea of 
a First Lady running for election in a 
state where she has never lived even 
as her husband occupies the White 
House. The Mayor has never told 
Gov. George Pataki that he is inter­
ested in the Senate race, although he 
has traveled to Texas to discuss the 
matter with George W Bush When 
the Mayor was asked about Mr. Pa­
taki at an event in Staten Island, he 

invited his Greek chorus, Borough 
President Guy Molinari, to deliver a 
reply. While Mr. Giuliani stood duti­
fully at his side, Mr. Molinari laced 
into the Governor for trying to "scut­
tle" the Giuliani candidacy. It is a 
pretty good definition of surreal poli­
tics when a candidate for senator 
from New York chooses to discuss 
his ambitions with the Governor of 
Texas while attacking the Governor 
of New York through the Borough 
President of Staten Island

Mrs. Clinton’s associates say she 
will announce her intentions this 
summer, and that the longer she 
waits the more likely it is she will 
run. The First Lady has apparently 
already decided that she would like 
to make the race, but has not quite 
come to grips with whether she could 
stand to lose. Mr Giuliani, whose 
inner life seems far less complicat­
ed, says he is closing in on a decision, 
but that he is worried the city might 
sink back into anarchy and chaos if 
he is not at the helm One side fears 
yet another personal nightmare, the 
other envisions barbarians at the 
gates. The Presidential race would 
pale by comparison.

Hillary Clinton s potential Senate 
candidacy reached a new plane this 
week when she and the citizens of the 
Empire State moved into the same 
pronoun. “We have everything in 
New York that we have in America," 
she said. In some kind of agrarian 
flashback to her Arkansas days, she 
added that the New York press corps 
might be surprised to know the kind 
of crops that are grown in their state. 
If this candidacy blossoms, flash 
cards and spelling tests are sure to 
follow.

The idea that New York is unique­
ly reflective of the nation as a whole 
is sure to appall the nation as a 
whole, but a contest featuring Mrs. 
Clinton and Rudolph Giuliani, New 
York City’s Mayor, would certainly 
be America’s race. The nationaliza­
tion of the New York Senate seat is 
already happening. Mr. Giuliani an­
nounced at a speaking engagement 
in Florida that he had filed papers 
establishing his potential candidacy. 
Mrs. Clinton, expanding the race’s 
scope further, broke her self-im­
posed embargo in discussing her po­
litical plans while she was in Cairo. 
(This week, as Adam Nagourney not-

The First Lady and the 
Mayor court New York 
from everywhere else.

ed in The Times, she entertained a 
public discussion of the Senate race 
for the first time “on American 
soil.")

On a substantive level, Clinton vs. 
Giuliani would be an interesting 
clash between the politics of moder­
ate Republicanism and of Clintonian 
Democrats, in which we would fi­
nally get to figure out how the two 
differ. (This week’s hint: school 
vouchers.) On a personal level, this is 
the gender gap come to life. But right 
now, the greatest fascination lies in 
the sight of these two outsize person­
alities trying to fit themselves into 
their new roles

When Mrs. Clinton finally allowed 
reporters to ask questions this week, 
the infamous bulldog New York 
press corps failed to bite, offering 
only one hesitant query about wheth­
er it was fair for the American tax­
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a new program, the largest Clintonadministration health initiative

expected to

President Clinton often implied that it would
But to get to 5 million, the administration is hoping

to Simplify the enrollment

enrollment numbers for the

But Mrs. Clinton noted that some states have made more progress than others 

in finding children who need insurance and qualify for the new program.

insurance last year for the first time under r

---------- ! to become law.

The program provides health insurance to children whose families are not poor 
enough to qualify for the traditional Medicaid program but cannot afford to buy 

coverage on their own.

f5eat®d- the nation had 10 million uninsured

-- 1 grown to 11 million, and many fear it will 

t realize that children often

estimated by the Congressional 
was approved as part of a massive budget

’ ’ he

The slow start has meant that states spent just $500 million last year, less 
than one-eighth of the $4.3 billion allocated. And in 1999, the Congressional 

Budget Office projects that states will spend just $1 billion of the $4.3 

billion available.

In 1998, 43 states and U.S. territories were operating children’s health 
programs. They had their choice to create new programs or to expand Medicaid. 
Last year, about 540,000 children were in state programs and 442,000 kids were 

in Medicaid expansions.

■'There's a lot of creativity, but there's a long way to go,'' she said.

said Sen. William Roth, 

—I the legislation.

Copyright 1999 Associated Press

AP Online

New Child Health Program Taking Off

BYLINE: LAURA MECKLER

4 million children already eligible for 

----- 1 program.

R-Del., chairman of the 

''This health 
in the lives of

Chris Peacock, an HHS spokesman, said the program's slow start should come as 

no surprise. The average program has been in operation for only about six 

months, he said.

* 'J
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
in Hempstead, N.Y.

That's close to the 2.3 million children 
Budget Office in 1997 when the bill
deal.

In talking about the program, 
cover 5 million children, r 
states will find some of the estimated -
Medicaid as they sign families up for the new kids' health

T°_2?a« end’ Che administracion is working with I ‘ 

-------- : process for both programs.
the states and private groups

have insurance,'1 first lady 

care speech at Hofstra University

BODY:

Tuesdays announcement was the first time the government gave actual 

-- ---- > program. There was bipartisan celebration.

Almost 1 million more children in America

announced in a health

cover^bolt^1^0?;^^’^6^ prOgram Co P^vide health insurance is c~ ■ -

time the million of the nation's 11 million uninsured children by the

in October 2000'the Deparwnt °C Health

''This is wonderful news,•• i_ 12
Senate Finance Committee that shepherded

982U0^CZhP^9ra,n Created has made a tan9ibl* difference 
982,011 children and their families.''

When the new [-------
children. Since then, the number has grc'..~ to 11 ,„1 
continue to grow as families leave welfare and'don' 

remain eligible for health coverage.

'•This is the beginning of this very historic, very progressive program, 
said. ''Some states are just beginning to implement their programs.''
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today, then visit Niagra Falls on• •

whether she will run for Senate in New York 

vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

The UJA dinner, honoring the philanthropist-businessmen brothers Edgar and 
Charles Bronfman, came at the end of Mrs. Clinton's jam-packed two-day visit to 

the New York City area. She attended about a dozen events, delivering speeches 
on everything from health care to education to the empowerment of women.

She told reporters Monday that she still has not yet made a decision about 

next year to fill the seat being

Copyright 1999 Associated Press
AP Online

She was to return to Washington, D.C 
Thursday.

Mrs. Clinton did not specifically refer to the Palestinians in her remarks 
Tuesday night. But she was clearly alluding to concerns that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat might unilaterally declare statehood on May 4, when a five-year 

interim period of autonomy for the West Bank and Gaza Strip ends.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton backed away from a controversial statement she made 

last year about the importance of Palestinian statehood, saying she is against 

unilateral moves in the Middle East peace process.

•'We oppose any unilateral step that prejudges the outcome of the 
negotiations, 1 ' she said Tuesday to applause from the 700 guests at a United 
Jewish Appeal dinner.

New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who is the likely Republican candidate 
for U.S. Senate in New York and whom Mrs. Clinton would face if she decided to 
run for the seat, has said that her remarks about the Palestinian state were ''a 

very big mistake.''

Last year, in a satellite hookup with a youth conference in Switzerland, Mrs. 
Clinton caused an international stir with her comment: ''I think it will be in 
the long-term interests of the Middle East for Palestine to be a state.

''If peace is to be realized, then all people and the leaders of all people 
must agree before they take any unilateral steps that would undermine the peace 
process. If peace is to be lasting, it has to be negotiated and agreed on.1'

She also called the goal ''very important for the Palestinian people'1 and 
for the ''broader goal of peace in the Middle East.11 U.S. policy holds that the 

Palestinians must negotiate their future with the Israelis.
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McCall himself had considered running for the Senate seat being vacated next 

year by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan, but decided against it.

"She clearly wants to run and is laying the groundwork for doing so," state 
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer, a fellow Democrat, said, "but New York has seen 

others make preparations and ultimately decide against running."

"She continues to look like a candidate, sound like a candidate while doing 

the valid work of a first lady," Hope said.

While state Comptroller H. Carl McCall conceded Mrs. Clinton had not told him 

she had made such a decision, his opinion carries weight because he is a veteran 
politician and one of the Democrats the first lady has been consulting with 
about the race.

McCall's remarks Wednesday reflect a growing sentiment among New York's top 
Democrats that Mrs. Clinton is, if not committed to the race, at least very 

close to making such a decision.

On the Republican side. New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani is considering 
running for the Senate seat. The mayor was keynote speaker for a fund-raising 

event Wednesday in Washington to benefit Senate GOP candidates nationwide.

On Wednesday, the first lady was taking a one-day break from what is a 
three-day foray into New York, a respite seemingly arranged so as not to draw 
attention away from Vice President Al Gore's Wednesday visit to New York City.

"I just feel that given the scheduling she's doing, the places she's going, 
the fact that (political adviser) Harold Ickes is working full-time and lining 

people up - all of this seems to be pretty clear signs that she plans to run," 
McCall said.

After spending part of this week with Mrs. Clinton, New York's state 
Democratic chairwoman, Judith Hope, said she had the impression that "she wants 

to do this."

Marsha Berry, a spokeswoman for Mrs. Clinton, said Wednesday that "she's not 
decided if she's going to run or not."

At Mrs. Clinton's invitation, the comptroller and his wife, former New York 
City Deputy Mayor Joyce Brown, were Lincoln bedroom overnight guests at the 
White House in early March for a discussion about New York politics. McCall said 
he and the first lady have talked at least once more since then.

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 

materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

BODY:
A top state Democrat said Wednesday he is convinced Hillary Rodham Clinton 

will run for the U.S. Senate next year from New York.

"I don't think she'd be spending this much time in New York ... if she wasn't 
seriously planning a candidacy," McCall told Albany WROW-AM radio. "I think 
she's going to run. I really do."

Nonetheless, Hope said Mrs. Clinton had not yet made a decision about 

running.

Mrs. Clinton's schedule was packed with campaign-like stops throughout New 
York City and Long Island on Monday and Tuesday. On Thursday, she flies to 
Niagara Falls for a speech to a politically powerful New York teachers' union.
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BODY:
Appearing yesterday at Hofstra University in New York on the 

"second day of a campaign-type tour," First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton discussed health care reform, including her role in the 
failed 1993 universal health care plan -- "an issue that could 
prove an Achilles' heel" for her should she decide to run for the 
U.S. Senate from New York. Clinton said, "Some of you may recall 
I had an idea or two about the topic back in 1993. Now clearly 
that approach did not work, and we're not going to try that, 
that's for sure." She added, "I come from the school of smaller 
steps now. The belief in making smaller changes, incremental 
changes, that will help some people is better than walking away 

and saying, 'If it isn't a solvable problem, then there's nothing 
we can do about it'" (Douglas/Polner, Newsday, 4/21). Clinton 

proposed that Congress first tackle the problem of the uninsured, 
specifically children and people over 50 who may not yet qualify 

for Medicare. "We need to decide what will be done about the 43 
million people -- 3.1 million in New York -- who have no health 
insurance," she said (Gearty/Siegel, New York Daily News, 4/21). 
She also "expressed support for her husband's proposal to use 
part of the budget surplus to prop up Medicare" 
(CongressDaily/A.M., 4/21). In a "veiled dig" at New York City 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani (R) -- her potential opponent should she 
run for Senate -- she criticized the city's hold-up of Medicaid 
applications last year. Mentioning poor people that may have 

been "told that they must search for work to get their health 
benefits or led to believe that they are no longer eligible or 
otherwise discouraged to apply for Medicaid," Clinton said, "If 
these stories are true, they violate the provisions and the 

purpose of the welfare law." Newsday reports that a Web site 
sponsored by the mayor's political action committee,
www.hillaryno.com, reminds visitors of the first lady's "failed 
health care experiment" (4/21).
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19 months away. Yet the first 
lady, who enjoyed a 12-point lead 
over New York's GOP Mayor Ru­
dolph W. Giuliani in January pub­
lic opinion surveys, can no longer 
afford such luxuries. As she conti­
nues to say little about her future, 
she is beginning#to slip badly in 
the {Mills.

According to a New York State 
survey released Monday, the first 
lady now holds only a one-point 
lead over Giuliani, and 52% of 
those surveyed say she shouldn't 
enter what is expected to be a 
rough-and-tumble contest. Per­
haps most tellingly, 46% said they 
were bothered by the fact that 
she is not a New York resident.

Neither Clinton nor Giuliani is 
officially a candidate, yet their 
hypothetical matchup has drawn 
nationwide attention and is al­
ready being billed by political 
consultants as a clash that might 
rival the 2000 presidential race for 
drama. Each [Kill taken triggers 
major media speculation, and the 
mayor has seized on data suggest­
ing that voters see him. and not 
Clinton, as being more in tune 
with local needs.

"The whole carpetbagger issue 
. . . from my political ear . . . is a 
very big issue outside the city of 
New York," Giuliani said at
Monday press conference, vowing 
to keep focusing on the issue. "I 
have people coming up to me, 
saying to me—and not just Re­
publicans—why don't you go run 
m Arkansas?”

As Clinton barnstormed from 
me event to the next this week, 
■ven her strongest allies were 
oncerned by the carpetbagger 
[ucstion—if only for how it would 
iffect her political chances in a 
•ace against the formidable and 
ombative Giuliani.
“It troubles me. sure," said 

’hyllis Meerewood. a business­
woman who came to hear Clinton 
:peak Tuesday at the inaugural 
neeling of the Long Island 
Women s Agenda, a large group 

liecausc her political celebrity re­
mains quite strong. But the slip­
page in recent polls suggest that 
voters have only just begun to fo­
cus on the preelection skirmish­
ing—and both Giuliani and Clin­
ton are burdened with political 
baggage.

The mayor, for example, has re­
cently taken a public relations 
beating in New York; barely 40% 
approve of his handling of the 
tragic police shooting of Amadou 
Diallo, an unarmed West African 
immigrant who was shot 19 times 
by four white police officers, who 
mistook him for a serial rapist.

Outside New York, however, 
Giuliani is running ahead of 
Hillary Clinton, and political ex­
perts are sharply divided over 
how the race will play out. Joseph 
Mercurio, who has run campaigns 
for the New York County Repub­
lican Party, believes Clintons 

of influential community and 
business leaders. “1 think the 
world of her, but the carpetbagger 
issue might hurt."

Nearby, businesswoman Paula 
Atlas dismissed the question, say­
ing if Robert F. Kennedy could 
win a New York Senate seat in 
1964 without lieing a resident, so 
could the first lady.

But she conceded: “We New 
Yorkers are not an easy group, 
and this problem will keep coming 
up. She had better be prepared.”

Hoping to deflect such criti­
cism, Clinton spoke with reporters 
at the U.N. Monday to discuss the 
lure of a Senate campaign—an is­
sue she had not vet explored in 
New York.

"Well, 1 love New York, I al­
ways have,” she said, framing her 
answer carefully. Using the pro­
noun "we" in referring to New 
Yorkers, she added: "I have al­
ways been very excited by the dy­
namism of the people here, and 
the real cutting-edge approach to 
a lot of what I consider to be im­
portant challenges that we face, 
and to me that’s a real attraction."

Unaccustomed to such a res­
ponse from Clinton, who only 
rarely grants media interviews, 
the press corps seemed momen­
tarily caught off guard. But by 
day's end. the first lady was get­
ting a rough welcome from Big 
Apple journalists.

“Your Slip is Showing” cracked 
the New York Post’s front page, 
citing Clintons declining poll 
numbers. Her answer to the 
"Why New York?" question was 

“too low-key." groused a local TV 
news broadcast. And if the first 
lady needed any reminders, ac­
tress Meryl Streep brought up a 
touchy subject when she men­
tioned at Monday s media lunch­
eon that she had once made a 
movie alxiut river rafting down 
200 miles of white water, then 
turned to Clinton and joked: "Not 
that Whitewater.”

Few doubt that Clinton will 
lack the money for a Senate race.

aura will fade the more voters ex­
aminer her.

"Her numbers will continue tc 
go down,” he said. "She's well- 
liked here, but compared to Giuli­
ani, who has a record of accom­
plishment, she will never look 
quite as compelling.”

Nonsense, says Hank Shein- 
kopf, a veteran Democratic con­
sultant who ran her husband's 
Now York campaign in the 1992 
presidential election. The first 
lady's problem, he suggests, is 
that she has played the waiting 
game for too long, ami needs to 
make a decision—soon.

"The longer she stays out of the 
race and the more people see her, 
the more her numbers will go 
down," he predicted. “New 
Yorkers are impatient, and 
they're growing kind of wary in 
the waiting. After awhile, expec­
tations are not enough."

ArainriatP<l Prvs

First Lady Hillary Clinton at the Village Elementary School in Syosset 
N.Y., as she began the second day of her New York road trip
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"New York is truly a microcosym of America," Clinton
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By William Douglas 
Washington Bureau

When questions turned to her potential bid to fill the seat 
being vacated by retiring Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-N.Y.) next year, Clinton smiled and tried to 
demur.

During the first day of a campaign-style swing through 
New York. Clinton at turns declared "I love New York" 
moments after taking up international affairs at the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations, where she met with the 
heads of more than a dozen nonprofit foundations that are 
working to help refugees fleeing from Kosovo.

Speaking with reporters afterward, Clinton said she would 
like to go to Macedonia and Albania "as soon as I'm given 
the green light to go."

But as reporters continued to press her on the Senate, the 
first lady - for the first time publicly - revealed some of 
the reasons why she would be interested in being an 
elected official from New York.

"I think it’s very important for me to go eventually, but 1 
want to go when my going does not interfere with the 
[relief] work and in any way displace resources from the 
important emergency needs that our people on the ground 
need to meet," she said.

FlRST LADY Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday 

carefully balanced affairs of state with state politics, 
expressing her desire to visit refugees in Albania and 
Macedonia and professing her love for New York as she 
considers a possible run for the U.S. Senate.

"I'm still considering and exploring and very interested in 
doing so, but right now I'm focused on the situation in 
Kosovo, which I think needs the attention and concern of 
all of us, and I intend to be deeply involved in that," 
Clinton said.

"A lot of the issues that I think will continue to be 
important issues to New Yorkers and Americans in the 
next century [are] ones that I've worked on for many, 
years," she said.

AP l*holo

First lady Hillary' Clinton 
announced a trails 
enhancement program in
Central Park yesterday.

-

INPEX NEWS

yi



hltp://www.newsday.com news' nthitue.htmnewsday.com / News

4/20/99 8:40 AM2 of 2

«

But nearly everywhere she went, the talk of a Hillary 
Clinton 2000 Senate race was inescapable. At a Central 
Park event highlighting efforts to link hiking trails and 
create new trails nationwide, Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Manhattan) said she hopes Clinton "hits a different 
kind of trail right here in New York State."

The first lady also will address the Long Island Women's 
agenda, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group, before heading to 
New York University Law School in Manhattan, where 
she will present an award to South African Bishop 
Desmond Tutu. She ends the day at the United Jewish 
Appeal-Federation dinner at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

After the address, Clinton will receive an award for her 
work on health issues from the Long Island-based law 
firm of Meyer, Suozzi, English and Klein where Harold 
Ickes - the former White House deputy chief of staff who 
is helping Clinton in her Senate deliberations - is a partner

The first lady turns her attention to Long Island today. She 
visits the Village Elementary School in Syosset then 
travels to Hofstra University, where she will deliver a 
speech on health care.

Clinton insisted yesterday that her trip is not a test of the 
poltical waters for a possible Senate run.

said. "Everything from our most dynamic cities to rural 
areas that produce crops."

Of the 512 registered voters surveyed, 52 percent said 
Clinton should not run for the Senate. That's up from 37 
percent in Marist's February poll. The margin of error is 
plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.

Home | News Page | Top of Page

The first lady arrived in New York as a new poll released 
yesterday by Marist College's Institute for Public Opinion 
revealed declining support among voters for a Clinton 
Senate campaign.
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A new poll out Monday from Marist College's Institute for 
Public Opinion indicates that New Yorkers may be 
cooling to her. The telephone poll of 512 registered voters

Mrs. Clinton won't decide on a Senate run before July, 
said her adviser Harold Ickes.

Today Mrs. Clinton has three events on Long Island - an 
elementary school visit in Syosset, a speech on health care 
at Hofstra University and a Long Island Women's Agenda 
luncheon in Woodbury - followed by appearances at New 
York University Law School and at a United Jewish 
Appeal fund-raiser.

"I love New York to start with -1 always have," she said 
Monday as she jam-packed eight events around Manhattan 
into a 14-hour day. "I am very interested in a lot of the 
issues I think will continue to be important for New York 
and America into the next century. New York is truly a 
microcosm of America."

Her itinerary is considered pail of her work as first lady 
and is being paid for by U.S. taxpayers.

"This is not an exploratory trip," she said. "This is a trip 
filled with events and occasions, some of which I agreed 
to do months ago."

NEW YORK (AP) - Hillary Rodham Clinton for the first 
time explained why she's considering running for Senate 
in a state where she has never lived. But she refused to 
commit herself to becoming a candidate.

She returns to Washington on Wednesday but comes back 
to New York on Thursday with stops in Niagara Falls and 
again on Long Island.

As for her potential candidacy for the Senate seat being 
vacated next year by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, she 
would say only: "I'm obviously still considering and 
exploring and am very interested."

She said she's always been excited by the diversity of New 
York, from its big cities to what she described as "rural 
areas that provide some of the crops you might be 
surprised are actually grown right here."

Mrs. Clinton says ’I love NY’ but won't say if 
she'll run for

I T°dayS L°WeSt RateS
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She ended the day at a fund-raiser for Rep. Jerry Nadler, 
D-N.Y., who supported President Clinton during the 
impeachment.

Later, at an event honoring NBC "Today" host Katie 
Couric, Ms. Couric thanked Mrs. Clinton for "taking time 
out from apartment hunting" in New York to appear.

At the same affair, humorist Nora Ephron alluded to New 
York's fashion obsession with the color black and 
promised Mrs. Clinton: "You can run, you can live here, 
and you will never have to wear a turquoise jacket again."

She also appeared at events hosted by the Ukrainian 
Institute, the Jewish Child Care Association and Teachers 
College, where she gave a speech supporting public 
education and criticizing the use of taxpayer dollars to 
subsidize private school tuitions.

showed her and the likely Republican candidate. Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, in a dead heat. Half of those polled said 
Mrs. Clinton should not run.

"No one said it was going to be a cakewalk," said Sen. 
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., who attended an event with 
Mrs. Clinton on Monday in Central Park. "This is going to 
be a tough, tough race, but I think as people get to know 
her, she'll do better and better."

Mrs. Clinton started the day meeting with foundations 
about humanitarian aid for the Kosovar refugees. She said 
she intends to visit Albania and Macedonia.

The park event highlighted an effort to link hiking trails 
around the country. Mrs. Clinton was introduced to the 
audience by U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-Manhattan, 
who said: "I want to wish her all the best as she hits a 
different kind of trail right here in New York state."

In a poll just two months ago, Mrs. Clinton led Giuliani,
49 percent to 38 percent. Each poll had a margin of error 
of plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.

"He ... defended with great vigor, intelligence and energy 
the Constitution when it was in the view of many 
Americans being misused during the battles in the 
Congress, the last Congress, that took place in the 
Judiciary (Committee) and on the floor of the House," she 
said.

Copyright © Associated Press All rights reserved. This material may 
not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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She doesn't bake many cookies, but first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton has had plenty of prac­
tice playing hostess at the White House, such as in February, when she and President Clin­
ton hosted Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings and his wife, Nana Konadu Agyeman- 
Rawlings. for a state dinner. So now Mrs Clinton is writing her third book about entertaining.

HOT TIP’ QUIRKY STORY? LIVELY TALE? 

Call Carrie Rangers at 378-369? or e-mail her at: 
carrie_renKers@adg,arde<ngatcom

Pets, about the Clintons’ cat and dog.
As before, Mrs. Clinton will donate 

the proceeds of the nev/ book to charity.
The Associated Press contributed to this 

report.
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An entertaining idea
irst lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is 
writing another book, this time de­
tailing how she and President Clin­

ton entertain guests at the White House.
The volume, An Inwtatimi to the White 

House, will be published by Simon & 
Schuster in the fall.
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Mrs. Clinton will discuss "the chal­
lenges and pleasures" of White House 
entertaining and showcase more than 20 
events, from annual receptions, state 
dinners, private parties and Christmas 
gatherings. She’ll work with two re­
searchers and a senior editor.

The first lady’s other books are It Takes 
a VUZage, about rearing children, and Dear 
Socks, Dear Buddy: Kids' Letters to the First
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But most of yesterday's events involved the official side of 
First Ladydom, not the political, although Clinton appeared at 
various points before groups of teachers, Jews and 
Ukrainian-Americans.

DAILY 
NEWS

As a brief news conference ended, a reporter asked when 
Clinton would decide on whether to run. She smiled, but did 
not answer.

Monsivais AP 
First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton

With her breakneck schedule of eight appearances yesterday 
and five today, the visit had the style of a campaign swing, if 
not the substance.

"Well, 1 love New York to start with; I 
always have," she said, when asked why 
she might seek the seat of retiring 
Democrat Daniel Moynihan.

She even used the collective pronoun "we" 
when talking about New Yorkers, adding, 
"I have always been very excited by the 
dynamism of the people here, and the real 
cutting-edge approach to a lot of what I 
consider to be important challenges that we 
face, and that's a real attraction."

Aides couldn't recall when she last crammed so many stops in 
one place, a pace partly designed to give her the feel of a 
campaign, even if the trip was largely taxpayer-funded

"1 guess any time we're up here, it's part of the [exploratory] 
process," said Marsha Berry, her press secretary. "She's
thinking about this. I don't know when you turn it off and turn 

II

Hil Tells Why She's 
Eying a Run for Senate
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By FRANK LOMBARDI, OWEN MORITZ and JOEL SIEGEL 
Daily News StafT Writers

irst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton hopscotched across 
the city yesterday on a campaign-like schedule packed 
with appearances, and spoke at length for the first time

on why she's seriously flirting with running for Senate.
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brainstorming with officials from blue-chip 
helping the Kosovar refugees, Clinton said <

See our special on the Senate race
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For his part, Giuliani signaled once again that he would raise 
Clinton's out-of-state residency if she runs.

At the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, after
i foundations on 
she will visit 

refugees in Macedonia and Albania "as soon as I'm given the 
green light."

i/i

Hillary-for-Senate speculation flared at other stops, even as a 
new Marist Poll found that a majority of New Yorkers. 
52.3%, say Clinton should not run for Moynihan's seat, up 
from 37% in February.

At the Matrix Awards for women in communications, 
"Today" show co-host Katie Couric thanked Clinton for 
taking "time out from apartment hunting here in New York to 
present this award."

At the Matrix Awards, Clinton exchanged handshakes and 
smiles with Donna Hanover, wife of Mayor Giuliani, who 
could be the Republicans' Senate nominee
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"The whole carpetbagger issue ... from my political ear ... 
is a very big issue outside the City of New York," the mayor 
said.
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