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HILLARY CLINTON
Mulling her options.

GOP Senate
prospect
beats up on

Hill & Rudy

By VINCENT MORRIS
and TOM TOPOUSIS

A likely GOP New York
Senate candidate yester-
day dismissed Mayor Giu-
liani as a “reluctant Re-
Rxblican" and mocked

irst Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton as “not fit to
campaign.”

Clinton, who has so far
not confirmed rampant
speculation that she’ll run,
i8 due in the Big Apple
today for a series ogevents.

Rep. Rick Lazio (R-Long
Island), who hasn’t de-
clared either, nevertheless
dumped on the First Lady
while touting his own: ex-
perience.

“She’s absolutely not
[qualified],” he said on
\ ' his Week.”

“She needs an explora-
tory committee to find El-
mira. This is somebody
who's never lived one day
of her life in New York.”

Lazio also turned his
guns on Giuliani, dredging
up the mayors endorse-
ment of Mario Cuomo over
George Pataki in the 1994
election for govermor. And
Lazio also accused Giuliani
of not embracing core GOP
issues.

“l think he's the wrong
candidate, frankly,” Lazio
said of Giuliani.

Mayoral spokesman Mat-
thew Higgins said Giuliani
would not comment.

A Post Poll yesterday
showed that Giuliani or
Pataki could narrowly de-
feat the First Lady if the
Senate race were held

today.
Giuliani holds a 5.6 point
lead over the First Edy
while the governor is 3.3
points ahead of her, the
poll found.
! “The way I read that is |
. have a lead over her, I do
better against her than
Gov. Pataki does,” said
Giuliani.
Meanwhile, Sen. Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said
Clinton is moving “closer
and closer to running,” but
that before she does she
needs to come up with a
new strategy.

Avoid Hillary-lock
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HEADLINE: LAZIO TAKES AIM AT HIL, RUDY
BYLINE: By TIMOTHY J. BURGER Daily News Washington Bureau
BODY:
WASHINGTON Senate hopeful Rep. Rick Lazio showed off his jab yesterday,
taking a few pokes at First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's ambition to run for

Senate from New York.

Lazio, a Republican from Long Island, cracked that Clinton "needs an
exploratory committee to find Elmira.”

"This is somebody who has never lived a day in her life in New York outside
The Plaza hotel . . . and roots for the Chicago Cubs,” he said mockingly of the
First Lady, who is originally from Chicago.

Clinton will be back in Manhattan today for a pair of Democratic
fund-raisers. During a Florida vacation starting tomorrow, she is expected to
discuss the Senate race with her family.

"l say, bring her on,” Lazio said yesterday on ABC-TV's "This Week."

Before he gets to take on Clinton, however, Lazio will likely have to face
Mayor Giuliani in a Republican primary, and yesterday he took a few shots at the
mayor, too.

"I think he's a reluctant Republican. | think he's the wrong candidate,”
Lazio said of Giuliani.

"We need somebody who has not endorsed Mario Cuomo,” Lazio added in a

reminder that Giuliani had crossed party lines in 1994 to endorse Democrat Cuomo

over George Pataki, the candidate of Giuliani's own party. Pataki won.

And in a dig at Giuliani's famous temper, Lazio repeatedly emphasized that

the Senate required somebody with the “right temperament,” "somebody willing to

compromise and bring people together.”
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