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First Tady Hillary Clinton will be In Boca Raton 
• ■niesday. "

> i 5 She'Ml be supporting the re-election efforts of
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resentatlye said Wexler and I 
Clinton will, make another stop I 
earlier in the affembon, but it is I 
still unclear when or where. /.V I 

“They will be stopping at ■ 
another public event." said Eric
Johnson.'There are several dlf- .
Cerent options^ but the White House Iias not noU- 
fled us yet as to which option will be the one." . 

In March. Wexler announced that he may ran for:

Mack announced plans to. retire. But Wexler said 1 
he will wait until this summer to decide whether 
to seek tbe House or Senate
seat. ■ .

Johnson said he believes the 
money raised on Tuesday could 

. be transferred from Wexler’s
House campaign fund to a
Senate hind ff he decides to seek 
the higher office. If the money 
cannot be transferred, it would 
remain the Democratic cam­
paign fund for the person who 

' seeks tbe House seat.
While the focus Tuesday will be  

Wexler's re-election. Johnson expects Wexler to; 
speak about current events at the dinner.

Recent national surveys show Clinton’s popu­
larity at an all-time high However, Johnson said; 
the first lady has always been popular In Florida. - 

"Mrs. Clinton is very popular in Florida," he said 
"She is also very popular In Rep. Wexler’s district 
So this is a huge boost tor the Congressman and 
one you don’t get every day" , • ;
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"They will -be stopping at

Johnson; *There are several dlf-Z

fled us yet as~to which option will be the one." 
In March. Wexler announced that he may ran for 

the U.S. Senate seat vacated when Sen. Connie  •  ■ .. v.. .  . . •  .

■hiesday .

' Congressman Robert-Wexler, D- 
Boca Raton; at aJS1.000 plate 
dinner at'tbe Boca Raton Resort 
and.CluK. A crowd of 300'is 
expected’to :attend.7-’r-

An aide pEthe Bpoa Raton rep-
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ql Hillary Clinton Urges Public to Support Foreign Aid
By Tbcraus W. Uppmac
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eartier thia yew, ‘ 
attentun to / ___
icurtd the fad thrt

mg devetopmeaia in Buoy partt at the 
o«i»t Jud u it wwJd baw been 
tmsJMdmg mfte 1980a foe
to aay North America w» to tanam 
bm* of vtoteiKe fa Ctatoai Anoi
ca. the tad, it it aacconte taday tt 
Av^alofAlria.mMfaZf

tad ■hfttiama’CaafaodfaaMlfe  ̂

tae aaaBr* to aatwto 
•fprocrMaiiSMAMdAA.

**—»f-i fluamai ■i_lL 
ta Rwotfag a> tocraaae to UsTn* 
mat aM adari^ tdde the a4fa

I eveata where what 
arrtstiag thao who

The meaaage: Fortign aid to btxe- 
fidal nat jud to the rtevietta bat to 
the dconra. and the United StaLea | 

abooU give mart <d it The aaenaen- 
ger fait tody H3hiy ftadhnm CH*- 

ton |
She fawtted icpcrten to the

JtootnfatoeafcialreaidewctytBter- I 

day to hear her iwd a team of aentor I 
adafanatnfiai oficiah mkc a pto* 
for puhBc aupport <4 U J. aaatetance | 
to drvetoping cowathea and to the I 

oouatries of the fonser Soviet Untoo 
atonggkng to nuke the iraaaitfoo to 
deeoocncy and free marketa.

The ooflvmahon, ahe aaid, wan 
‘atawd at the Amenta pubic.* 
which ahe n>d needs to be coo- 
vinoed that aid fa a valuable tool for 
■tetakafag trwbted Mdetten, ad^ 
drv nog proMean sack as dteeaae 

im orrTpo^maucro kb* nrrwo 
VS natfonaJ security, and protocltag 
ItoaavteoMtenL

Stoptag ten tram ■ ovenford 
CNN nng a Ae preaided aver the 
boatawg aeateon, Onton apoke 
oore In phAoacpMcai tern tha ta

pnfaw te US rote to gfobta’X '

o
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The mc*w vn taefeoth fate
yaarta a often abe aid dta ptaa to 

be apertawt bwt dea l hoe ttew to M

wiB 'coafam to apeak out* m the ttna ooanby. "

Irapoftance of partaertenpa between Tn> Mt woe o to toe enct___
goverameol sod private industry, ben.' H2bry Clnton ttad, *b<ti 1 was 
and between the United Stetea tod told by several peopte who tre aid 
its afliet. in addresstag global prob- kaodi m foreign tfiain thM a very

tdratfcn fa atreaafag the global foyny 
tana of the free uMkel. Iiafar 
Cltoton aid her honbod to afwaw 
settong the proper halaoce. 'ahw

A  ato _ .A.?—* _ m

"Muchol Earape is gefagfawf  ̂

m^raearth for toe proper Mkoc 
between gowernteoi and prinde n 
flpootetatty. the aid. 1 gm 
thfa’a a very beatty poailiM to be a 
Becaaae V pm pnl al year bob fa to 

httket, V* ^B0* ft*/ 
ttx lyou ptealyoar eggM

flsrt*Ei 4cwmxt^»

tana that ooald becaaue necurity taeSOttwmm^of d

al at toe |7.T bfca be aoyfa far

IiTlkrM-cMtoalrfCoagrea of

which taraive gevenanrot

Urge proporttoB od the Congress as 
coM&toted after the 19M electioQ had
never held a paanport. had oever
kwveted oataide the United States.

The numbers that wen quoted to 
me were ahockfagty high,’ she said.
without spedfrmg them. ‘As people
have become amn faaular with what
the Utated Stetea haa done for toe past
Mytars, and Mpeapie have troveted
and had briefava and ahakea hands

with and tafrert wth nat only people 
twreaaatfaig At ff**0*?^

there ha been a real teanang experi­
ence,'she said.

Hmwy Clinton tekwwledged that 
she ww eqreafang views that the

I admmiafrafiaa has espoused from the
f begtaafagofhertanhsnd'sfintterm,

'not talering aoythiog new.
__  » But she said fame evesta mnde it _____ ____  _ _ 

appropriate to retaate the argwaeat focktag for the thpd way. foe
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lady set or U ster returnFirs:
Meawnwhile, Daphne 
rimble, wife of First

when she was in Washington 
for St Patrick’s Day celebra--st Lady 

is poised

expecting to meet Cherie 
Blair, wde the of the Prime

and shootings.political career.

By Nod McAdam

THE Irish govern­
ment has admitted

government is saying the 
Agreement applies up here This was a political judg­

ment made against the bacic-.greement.
But the admissionwas

not.

acceptability" of the 
Good Friday Agreement Gardai generally, but a ques­

tion, rather, of avoiding a

Belfast Telegraph, 
Minister said the de

could have put the public 
acceptability of the Agree-

I

Crancnorc Integra­
ted Primary in Bel-

i

ment.

v

EXCLUSIVE

t
2

growing up in ~ 
mal society <f 
on 1 
agreeing a way for-

non, rather, of avoiding a 
situation which (as subse­
quent events have shown)

inunent source said 
‘ ' was

EC

■

1 society depends 
the poGticians

ward, according to 
the secretary of

vo

Minister admits 
McCabe ruling 
was 'political'

in jeopardy.
fn a letter, obtained by the 

Belfast Telegraph, the 
Minister said the decision 
not to include the four men 
convicted of the killing in the

Mowlam's
message
THE chances of the 
next generation in. 
Northern Ireland 

in a nor-

nons.
She said Mrs Clinton was 

_ ratteen**

ment as a whole in jeo­
pardy."

‘amazing
_____ ___ ________revealed 
the “double-standards” of 
the Irish government.

Alliance president Phillip 
McGarry, who received the 
letter, said: “There is a

shows the
has.”

state.
Dr Mo Mowlam 

was speaking during 
a recent visit to

early release scheme was 
because of the need to 
ensure public support for the 
Agreement.

But the admission sparked 
a storm in Northern Ireland 
where more than half the 
paramilitary prisoners have 
now been released and the

ground of the need to ensure 
public support for the terms 
of the Agreement.

“It was not, in other 
words; a question of 
applying different standards 
in the case of persons con­
victed of the murder of

fast.
She said: “North­

ern Ireland has so 
much to offer the 
next generation, but 
it can only do so if 
there is a positive 
political environ-

Minister, in London and 
wanted extend her journey 
to Northern Ireland.

“She’s coming back,” 
said Mrs McWilliams

“When we met with her in 
Washington we said it would 
be good for her to come 
back and it’s been agreed

Trimble, wife of First 
Minister David Trimble, is 
raising her profile as the 
UUP representative of the 
government’s Victims 
Liaison Unit.

Mrs Trimble has met a 
delegation from Families 
Against Intimidation and 
Terror.

She said: “We had a very 
useful exchange of ideas and 
information on such matters

before if, and when, any­
thing is finalised.”

A return visit by Mrs
Clinton would almost cer­
tainly draw considerable
attention from the US --------------- --
media, amid speculation - as restorative justice, the 
about the future of her plight of those exiled by the

“It’s at a preliminary stage. 
It will probablv be a while 
before if. and r-*-— —■

Monica McWilliams, of 
the Women's Coalition, con­
firmed a return visit by the 
First Lady was mentioned
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and it dearly 
commitment she

A White House source 
said a visit was being con­
sidered.

Another US official said:

persons convicted of the 
murder of Gardai would be 
covered by the prisoner re­
lease arrangements of the 
Agreement. -

“The government made it 
clear to the representatives 
of Sinn Fein that it was not ( > 
prepared to include the par- v >

Dunkin’ into 
the Republic
DUNKIN’ Donuts is to 
create 500 jobs in the Re­
public of Ireland.

Northern Ireland-based 
brothers Gary and Neil 
White, who hold the 
Dunkin' Donuts franchise 
In the Province, have been 
awarded the master fran­
chise for the Republic. | 
The pair plan to open 30 
stores there with the first , 
outlet opening in Dublin 
this year.

Dunkin’ Donuts, a sub­
sidiary of Allied Domecq 
Retailing, already oper­
ates 16 Stores across the 
Province.

but not in the south — you 
have to bite the bullet on 
prisoner releases but we do 
not.’”

Anti-Agreement Ulster 
Unionist executive member 
David Brewster said. “It 
shows the Irish government 
are quite content to distin­
guish between dead RUC 
men and dead Gardai 
officers."

Ill his letter, the Justice 
Minister said that during the 
talks which led to the Agree­
ment, the Irish government 
accepted “the principle that

prepared to include the par­
ticular case of those con­
victed in connection with the 
killing of Garda McCabe in 

sense in which - the Irish • the -ar-rangemenis for - 
“*■: prisoner releases.

the decision not to 
release the IRA 
killers of Garda 
detective Jerry 
McCabe was a 
“political judg­
ment”, it was 
revealed today.

Minister for Justice 
John O’Donoghue said it 
was a case of avoiding 
putting the “public

By Marbna Purdy

US First Lady Hillary 
Clinton is poised to return 
to Northern Ireland next 
month.

While plans have not yet 
been finalised, sources 
suggest Mrs Clinton may be 
in Belfast around May 12, as 
a follow-up to her Vital 
Voices. Women in Democ­
racy conference last 
autumn.

A government source 
a visit by the First Lady 
being discussed.

scheme is facing renewed 
pressure as the Stormont 
talks remain deadlocked

The Alliance Party today 
said it was an “amazing 
admission” which revealed

JO?

ST
__________
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en police vidime to Sinn F$iu it was not prepared 
lorthern Ireland •. to iochnle the ease of those con- loyi^is

ag Ivil
victed in connection with the kill-

uigetnents.
This was.

Tn his letter, the Minister saidinclud-

s groups have protested 
the m'eaaes but to no

paramilitary violence and the nb- have to bite the bullet on prisoner 
nonoA rf nnv c« rrr, 1 fioanf awwsa /4a-s_ rclannna Ku fr UJ»1 z4«i wnl

US First Lady Hillary Clinton to
A a • - - - - ' » a ^1 * - ♦ -

visit NI next month in peace boost
by Jm Otivsr

41

i
peace push in the Prov­
ince by saying ■ that

by Won 
leader I

A(

without chargo
ive got to another development until todav 

coutcxt b*'-----'

•L

MHch»1 McLaughlin: (he Good Friday Agreement 
has been oeriouity eroded.

|uestion
Is in against

 „ of persons convicted of avail despite citing the McCalie
garcfai would be covered by the the murder of gaidai generally, case.

lent in the 
 are due to be 

freed in the next 16 months, with 
a similar number likely to be re­
leased in July 2000.

Victims

Mm Clinton is expected
in Belfast on May u in a ______________ ,
follow-up to her hugely to Northern Ireland, 
successful Vital Voices. “When we met wit!

N
in

gtive
fe-s

Labour Party chief Quinn tells IRA
decommissioning is not surrender
Republicans have much to gain the executive and other •’
from making a wwtnre «•> ~~—

0J

CL

She also boosted tbe 
in the Prov-

Mr McGarry sai
ghue lelter: “There is a sense in

Republic, 
ppalli

conference last Septein- would be good
ber. come back ai _____  ___________ ____ .

The visit was con- been agreed/ said Mrs of burying tbeir hue- 
frrrniirl Kk/ U/rLWian’a «* and wnnB '*
lion fender I"
McWilliams who said the
return visit was men­
tioned when she was in

□us reception whan her 
motorcaae arrived in Bel-

giourd of tlw need to ensure pub­
lic support for the terms of the

.s

Hillary Clinton; no 
stranger in Belfast

gatial tore- 
Hpssse but 
OJigreM can 
C republican

’Pony Blair’s wife Cherie 40-imnuta speeco to 500 
in Landon and would people at the Vital Voices 
then extend her journay conference.

| early release scheme (agreed un- cause they believed Tony Blair

avoiding putting the public ac-
r ceptubiEty of the Good Friday
5 Agreement in jeopardy.

The Minititer concedei
6 decision not to include the four cent survey that many people only
-z men convicted of the killing in the voted Yes in the referendum be-

early release scheme (agreed un- cause they believed Tony Blair Tt is appalling double stan- ing of Garda McCabe in tire ar- and 131 republicans (along ^ith
der the terms of the Agreement) had pledged the releases would be da rds. Families of police officers rangementa" eight others) freed under ' the
was because of the need to ensure accompanied by a surrender of here have to watch as terrorists This was, he agreed a political terms of the Agreemi
public support for the Agreement, arms by the IRA, UDA and UVF. gloat and laugh as they are fieed judgment made against the back- north. Another 75 are

Since September 28, loyalist Mr McGarry said of the O'Dorio- ... but not in the south.*’ ground of tlie need to en
and republican prisoners, includ- ghue lelter: “There is a sense in Tn his letter, the Minister said fie support for the tenna ol
ing 78 convicted murderers, have which the Irish government is that during the talks which led tn Agreement.
been released tom Northern saying the Agreement applies up tbe Agreement, the government He added: ‘It wasn’t a quest

here but not in the south - you accepted the principle that per- of applying different standard:
have to bite the bullet on prisoner sone convicted of the murder of the case of persons convictec

than, extend her journay conference.

“When we met with her
Women in Democracy in Washington we said it

1 for her to women on both sides of 
----- ------ ---------and it has the community were sick
The visit wtis con- been agreed/ said Mrs of burying their hue- 

firmed by Women’s Coali- McWilliams, a member of bands and sons.
Monica the new Assembly. A White House official

’ ’ ' J Tt clearly shows her would only say that tbe 
l- commitment to the pro- visil was at a preliminary 
o ject which she started in stage.

r-.igresa can
-1
W up to the

and en-
niMioning

progress in I
apokesuian
i urged the |
nt parties j
V ether in
7? neraa and |
Continuing
"Good Fri­

gid (ailing
^latemer.t

. by made 
Q^and Sinn

t Gerry

to b\7\oe- .
io change long-running dispute can continue to hold the 
nt was to over disarmament In men t

L
1

Washington for the St Belfast last autumn/ 
Patrick’s Day reltsbra- Mrs Clinton got a ruptur- 

US Firat body Hillary thus. - ’ ’
Clinton is to return to She said Mrs Clinton  
Northern Ireland next was expecting to meet fast last September when 
month, it was confirmed British Prime Minster she gave a polished 
yesterday. ’Pony Blair’s wife Cherie 40-minuta speecn to " "

commissioning. The scheme is foe- Mr Walker, MP for North Rd- prisoner release arrangements of but a quest ton, rather, of avoiding 
ing renewed pressure with the fast, stormed: "The Irish govern- the Agreement. a situation which (as subsequent
peace process stalled on disarm a- ment seems to be making a clear . "The government made it clear events have shown) could, have

id that the ment and the diaefosure in a re- distinction between police victims to Sinn F4in it was not prepared put public acceptability at' the
of the IRA in Northern Ireland to include the case of those con- Agreement in jeopardy/ j
and in the Republic. victed in connection with the kill- There have been 119 loydjista

und republican priMners, in 
tag 78 convicted murderers,

Ireland jails despite continuing

sence of any significant arms de- releases, but we do not.*
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She doesn’t hake many cookies, but first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton has had plenty of prac­
tice playing hostess at the White House, such as in February, when she and President Clin­
ton hosted Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings and his wife, Nana Konadu Agyeman- 
Rawlings. for a state dinner. So now Mrs. Clinton is writing her third book about entertaining.

A

“W?/-
■■ ■

Pets, about the Clintons' cat and dog
As before, Mrs. Clinton will donate 

the proceeds of the nev,- book to charity
The Associated Press contributed to this 

report.

4

» •
•i

An entertaining idea
irst lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is 
writing another book, this tune de­
tailing how she and President Clin­

ton entertain guests at the White House.
The volume, An Inwtatian to the White 

House, will be published by Simon & 
Schuster in the fall.

Mrs. Clinton will discuss "the chal­
lenges and pleasures" of White House 
entertaining and showcase more than 20 
events, from annual receptions, state 
dinners, private parties and Christmas 
gatherings. She’ll work with two re­
searchers and a senior editor.

The first lady’s other books are It Takes 
a Village, about rearing children, and Dear 
Socks, Dear Buddy: Kids' Letters to the First

HOT TIP? QUIRKY STORY? LIVELY TALE?

Call Carrie Hengers at 378-3892 or e-mail her at: 
carrie rengers@adg.ardemgaz.com
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Hillary’s In NY State Of MindA

Reveals why Senate run appeals to her

"New York is truly a microcosym of America," Clinton

4/20/99 8:40 AM1 of2

AS Slf LIBRARYL L

By William Douglas
Washington Bureau

Speaking with reporters afterward, Clinton said she would 
like to go to Macedonia and Albania "as soon as I'm given 
the green light to go." 

"I think it's very important for me to go eventually, but I 
want to go when my going does not interfere with the 
[relief] work and in any way displace resources from the 
important emergency needs that our people on the ground 
need to meet," she said.

When questions turned to her potential bid to fill the seat 
being vacated by retiring Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-N.Y.) next year, Clinton smiled and tried to 
demur.

During the first day of a campaign-style swing through 
New York, Clinton at turns declared "I love New York" 
moments after taking up international affairs at the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations, where she met with the 
heads of more than a dozen nonprofit foundations that are 
working to help refugees fleeing from Kosovo.

"I'm still considering and exploring and very interested in 
doing so, but right now I'm focused on the situation in 
Kosovo, which I think needs the attention and concern of 
all of us, and I intend to be deeply involved in that," 
Clinton said.

But as reporters continued to press her on the Senate, the 
first lady - for the first time publicly - revealed some of 
the reasons why she would be interested in being an 
elected official from New York.

FlRST LADY Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday 

carefully balanced affairs of state with state politics, 
expressing her desire to visit refugees in Albania and 
Macedonia and professing her love for New York as she 
considers a possible run for the U.S. Senate.

"A lot of the issues that I think will continue to be 
important issues to New Yorkers and Americans in the 
next century [are] ones that I've worked on for many, 
years," she said.

W -

AP Photo
First lady Hillary Clinton 
announced a trails 
enhancement program in
Central Park yesterday.

(pS J
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Clinton insisted yesterday that her trip is not a test of the 
poltical waters for a possible Senate run.

said. "Everything from our most dynamic cities to rural 
areas that produce crops."

After the address, Clinton will receive an award for her 
work on health issues from the Long Island-based law 
firm of Meyer, Suozzi, English and Klein where Harold 
Ickes - the former White House deputy chief of staff who 
is helping Clinton in her Senate deliberations - is a partner

The first lady also will address the Long Island Women's 
agenda, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group, before heading to 
New York University Law School in Manhattan, where 
she will present an award to South African Bishop 
Desmond Tutu. She ends the day at the United Jewish 
Appeal-Federation dinner at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

But nearly everywhere she went, the talk of a Hillary 
Clinton 2000 Senate race was inescapable. At a Central 
Park event highlighting efforts to link hiking trails and 
create new trails nationwide, Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Manhattan) said she hopes Clinton "hits a different 
kind of trail right here in New York State."

The first lady arrived in New York as a new poll released 
yesterday by Marist College's Institute for Public Opinion 
revealed declining support among voters for a Clinton 
Senate campaign.

The first lady turns her attention to Long Island today. She 
visits the Village Elementary School in Syosset then 
travels to Hofstra University, where she will deliver a 
speech on health care.

Of the 512 registered voters surveyed, 52 percent said 
Clinton should not run for the Senate. That’s up from 37 
percent in Marist's February poll. The margin of error is 
plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.

Home | News Page | Top of Page
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She returns to Washington on Wednesday but comes back 
to New York on Thursday with stops in Niagara Falls and 
again on Long Island.

"I love New York to start with -1 always have," she said 
Monday as she jam-packed eight events around Manhattan 
into a 14-hour day. "I am very interested in a lot of the 
issues I think will continue to be important for New York 
and America into the next century. New York is truly a 
microcosm of America."

As for her potential candidacy for the Senate seat being 
vacated next year by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, she 
would say only: "I'm obviously still considering and 
exploring and am very interested "

Today Mrs. Clinton has three events on Long Island - an 
elementary school visit in Syosset, a speech on health care 
at Hofstra University and a Long Island Women's Agenda 
luncheon in Woodbury - followed by appearances at New 
York University Law School and at a United Jewish 
Appeal fund-raiser.

A new poll out Monday from Marist College's Institute for 
Public Opinion indicates that New Yorkers may be 
cooling to her. The telephone poll of 512 registered voters

NEW YORK (AP) - Hillary Rodham Clinton for the first 
time explained why she's considering running for Senate 
in a state where she has never lived. But she refused to 
commit herself to becoming a candidate.

Her itinerary is considered part of her work as first lady 
and is being paid for by U.S. taxpayers.

Mrs. Clinton won't decide on a Senate run before July, 
said her adviser Harold Ickes

Mrs. Clinton says ’I love NY’ but won't say if 
she'll run for

"This is not an exploratory trip," she said. "This is a trip 
filled with events and occasions, some of which 1 agreed 
to do months ago."

She said she's always been excited by the diversity of New 
York, from its big cities to what she described as "rural 
areas that provide some of the crops you might be 
surprised are actually grown right here."
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At the same affair, humorist Nora Ephron alluded to New 
York's fashion obsession with the color black and 
promised Mrs. Clinton: "You can run, you can live here, 
and you will never have to wear a turquoise jacket again "

The park event highlighted an effort to link hiking trails 
around the country. Mrs. Clinton was introduced to the 
audience by U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-Manhattan, 
who said: "I want to wish her all the best as she hits a 
different kind of trail right here in New York state."

Mrs. Clinton started the day meeting with foundations 
about humanitarian aid for the Kosovar refugees. She said 
she intends to visit Albania and Macedonia.

She also appeared at events hosted by the Ukrainian 
Institute, the Jewish Child Care Association and Teachers 
College, where she gave a speech supporting public 
education and criticizing the use of taxpayer dollars to 
subsidize private school tuitions.

She ended the day at a fund-raiser for Rep Jerry Nadler, 
D-N.Y., who supported President Clinton during the 
impeachment.

In a poll just two months ago, Mrs. Clinton led Giuliani,
49 percent to 38 percent. Each poll had a margin of error 
of plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.

"No one said it was going to be a cakewalk," said Sen. 
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., who attended an event with 
Mrs. Clinton on Monday in Central Park "This is going to 
be a tough, tough race, but I think as people get to know 
her, she'll do better and better."

Later, at an event honoring NBC "Today" host Katie 
Couric, Ms. Couric thanked Mrs. Clinton for "taking time 
out from apartment hunting" in New York to appear.

"He ... defended with great vigor, intelligence and energy 
the Constitution when it was in the view of many 
Americans being misused during the battles in the 
Congress, the last Congress, that took place in the 
Judiciary (Committee) and on the floor of the House," she 
said.

showed her and the likely Republican candidate. Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, in a dead heat. Half of those polled said 
Mrs. Clinton should not run.

Copyright © Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may 
not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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As a brief news conference ended, a reporter asked when 
Clinton would decide on whether to run. She smiled, but did 
not answer.

She even used the collective pronoun "we" 
when talking about New Yorkers, adding, 
"I have always been very excited by the 
dynamism of the people here, and the real 
cutting-edge approach to a lot of what 1 
consider to be important challenges that we 
face, and that's a real attraction."

•K
■

"Well, I love New York to start with; I 
always have," she said, when asked why 
she might seek the seat of retiring 
Democrat Daniel Moynihan.
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Hil Tells Why She's 
Eying a Run for Senate
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By FRANK LOMBARDI, OW EN MORITZ and JOEL SIEGEL 
Daily News Staff Writers

irst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton hopscotched across 
the city yesterday on a campaign-like schedule packed 
with appearances, and spoke at length for the first time

Aides couldn't recall when she last crammed so many stops in 
one place, a pace partly designed to give her the feel of a 
campaign, even if the trip was largely taxpayer-funded.

But most of yesterday's events involved the official side of 
First Ladydom, not the political, although Clinton appeared at 
various points before groups of teachers, Jews and
Ukrainian-Americans.

"I guess any time we're up here, it’s part of the [exploratory] 
process," said Marsha Berry, her press secretary. "She's 
thinking about this. I don't know when you turn it off and turn 
it on."

Monsivais AP 
First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton

With her breakneck schedule of eight appearances yesterday 
and five today, the visit had the style of a campaign swing, if 
not the substance.
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"The whole carpetbagger issue . .. from my political ear . . . 
is a very big issue outside the City of New York," the mayor

At the Matrix Awards, Clinton exchanged handshakes and 
smiles with Donna Hanover, wife of Mayor Giuliani, who 
could be the Republicans' Senate nominee.

At the Matrix Awards for women in communications, 
"Today" show co-host Katie Couric thanked Clinton for 
taking "time out from apartment hunting here in New York to 
present this award."

a Gov's Pals Try to Stymie Rudy: Beep (04/20/1999) 
a Anti-Rudy Feeling Hits Cyberspace (04/20/1999)

For his part, Giuliani signaled once again that he would raise 
Clinton's out-of-state residency if she runs.

At the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, after 
brainstorming with officials from blue-chip foundations on 
helping the Kosovar refugees, Clinton said she will visit 
refugees in Macedonia and Albania "as soon as I'm given the 
green light."

Back to- Top

Hillary-for-Senate speculation flared at other stops, even as a 
new Marist Poll found that a majority of New Yorkers, 
52.3%, say Clinton should not run for Moynihan's seat, up 
from 37% in February.

Pjf' Apr [7^ 20
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By David Kusnet
(KRT)
WASHINGTON

BC-HILLARY-PRO:KRT op-ed:R
Hillary can make it there! New Yorkers have always embraced outsiders as long 

as they reflect their political views
(EDITORS: The writer is addressing the question, "Should Hillary

run for the Senate while still in the White House?'')
(EDITORS: We suggest pairing this article with HILLARY-CON.)
(AT-RISK) (PHOTO)
(BIO of Mr. Kusnet at end)

Too tough. A carpetbagger. Never held elective office. And 
trading in on a famous name.

Thirty-five years ago, these charges were hurled at Robert F. Kennedy's 
candidacy for the U.S. Senate from New York. Now, almost identical attacks are 
being made against Hillary Rodham Clinton. But, just like RFK, Mrs. Clinton 
could be a wining candidate and a great senator.

Calling Mrs. Clinton a stranger to New York misses the point. The Empire 
State is so diverse and its needs so demanding that the best way for its 
senators to represent their constituents is to speak out effectively on 
national and even international issues.

And the issues on which Mrs. Clinton has made her name improving public 
schools, expanding health care coverage and helping welfare recipients find 
jobs that pay a living wage just happen to be among the issues of greatest 
concern to New Yorkers.

Even her international priority insisting that "women's rights are human 
rights1' has a special appeal to New Yorkers. It scores with feminists who 
value her high-profile advocacy, ethnics concerned with human rights abuses in 
their home countries, and blue-collar folks fearful of competition from 
economies where workers have no rights and slow wages.

When it comes to selecting senators. New Yorkers have more often turned to 
potential national figures, even if they were born elsewhere, than to more 
parochial politicians, who wouldn't play well on the national stage.

Had he survived the turbulence of 1968 but not become president, few doubt 
that Robert Kennedy could still be serving as senator.

Indeed, his seat was soon taken by a Connecticut Republican, James
Buckley, whose supporters must have hoped he'd be as articulate a conservative 
spokesman as his brother, Bill.

And Buckley, in turn, was defeated by Daniel Patrick Moynihan a former 
assistant Labor Secretary, envoy to India, and U.N. Ambassador, who's Hells 
Kitchen boyhood had become a distant memory.

Far from outsiders, it's New York City mayors who have a hard time making 
it to the U.S. Senate.

New York voters rejected Robert F. Wagner Jr., whose father had been 
labor's champion in the U.S. Senate, and John V. Lindsay, who had been 
lionized as the leading voice for urban America.

That's because the rest of New York fears being shortchanged in favor of 
the city, and senators need different talents from executives. And no one is 
more the executive and less the legislator than New York City's curt, crusty 
mayor, Rudolph Giuliani, who figures to be Mrs. Clinton's Republican opponent.

But, if Rudy suffers from being identified with New York City, Hillary 
should not let herself be branded as a Manhattan liberal. Just as voters 
statewide are scared of New York City, voters in the city's "outer boroughs'' 
resent Manhattan, and their aversion is shared by suburbanites and upstaters 
as well.

Indeed, the antagonism of Manhattan's affluent liberals endeared Robert 
Kennedy to his core constituencies of blue-collars, white ethnics and racial 
minorities.

Mrs. Clinton should take a leaf from Kennedy's book before Giuliani 
an RFK backer in his youth does.
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In addition to reaching out well beyond Manhattan liberals, as she's 
already doing, she should embrace RFK's trademark blend of economic populism, 
racial healing and tolerant social conservatism. It's the politics President 
Clinton has espoused at his best moments, and it will be a wining formula for 
the first lady as well.
XXX
ABOUT DAVID KUSNET
David Kusnet was chief speechwriter for President Clinton during the 1992 

campaign and the first two years of the administration. He is the author of 
"Speaking American: How the Democrats Can Win in the Nineties'' and a 
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Dkusnet(at)epi.net.
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By Amy Ridenour
(KRT)
WASHINGTON

BC-HILLARY-CON:KRT op-ed:R
No more kid gloves: Hillary's Senate bid won't survive New York's 

brass-knuckles politics
(EDITORS: The writer is addressing the question, "Should Hillary Clinton 

run for the Senate while still in the White House?
(EDITORS: We suggest pairing this article with HILLARY-PRO.)
(PHOTO) (AT-RISK)
(BIO of Ms. Ridenour at end)

I hope Hillary Clinton doesn't run for Senate in New York. The 
Clinton Age of Scandal should end.

While Mrs. Clinton was not responsible for the president's misbehavior 
with Monica Lewinsky although she was dishonest when blaming the affair on a 
"vast right-wing conspiracy'' her own hands are not clean.

Her law firm billing records vanished while under subpoena and then 
miraculously reappeared when convenient.

She was implicated in Travelgate's shameful attempt to frame a government 
employee for a crime he didn't commit.

She was involved in Filegate, when hundreds of FBI files on private 
citizens were pored over by Clinton operatives back in the Nixon era, Charles 
Colson went to jail for mishandling just one FBI file.

Her health care operation was fined for brazenly violating open government 
laws.

And Mrs. Clinton has never adequately explained how she managed to turn a 
10,000 percent annual profit on cattle futures.

Some Democrats may think it is more important to win a Senate seat than to 
elect a candidate with good character. That's not only untrue, but a false 
choice.

If Mrs. Clinton does not run, Rep. Nita Lowey is expected to do so. Lowey 
probably has as much chance to win as Hillary Clinton does, if not more. 

Though a loyal Democrat, Lowey is more moderate than Mrs. Clinton on 
welfare, crime and tax rates, and is more likely to appeal to swing voters. 
Lowey isn't known for ethical failings, and she's very good on TV. Lowey 
represents the New York suburbs, a critical swing area, while Mrs. Clinton has 
no geographical constituency. Republicans would be unified against Mrs. 
Clinton.

And Lowey has not announced support for Palestinian statehood, as has Mrs. 
Clinton, who recently reaffirmed her controversial position during a visit to 
Morocco.

Some say that Mrs. Clinton is a stronger candidate than Lowey because 
early polls showed Mrs. Clinton beating possible GOP nominee Mayor Rudy 
Guiliani by a 9-point margin. But polls now show a dead heat.

Famous frontrunners fall fast. Ask Geraldine Ferraro, who ran for Senate 
with a double-digit lead, yet lost the primary. Ed Koch started the 1982 New 
York gubernatorial race with a 17-point advantage and also lost.

Mrs. Clinton is also thought to be an effective candidate because a strong 
woman is said to appeal to women voters. Lowey trumps Mrs. Clinton here, as 
Lowey is not only a woman, but one who rose to prominence on her own merits. 

In a race against Guiliani, Lowey would also benefit from the fact that 
New York Democrats enjoy a 3-2 registration edge over Republicans statewide. 

Ed Koch has said a Clinton-Guiliani race would be "so mean it would shock 
the country.'' He's probably right. The race would be a referendum on Mrs. 
Clinton's character and her politics, which are to the left of her husband's. 

Mrs. Clinton couldn't respond to critics by acting above the fray and 
skipping press conferences, as she has be able to for more than six years as 
first lady.

Those who promote Mrs. Clinton as the best the Democratic Party has to 
offer New York are saying either that ethics don't matter or there aren't any
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Democrats more ethical than Hillary Clinton is. Both statements are false. 
Hillary Clinton isn't the first first lady to be encouraged to run for the 

Senate. Jackie Kennedy and Eleanor Roosevelt were, too. They chose not to 
trade their influence as former first ladies for the rough-and-tumble of 
electoral politics.

It's my guess that Mrs. Clinton eventually will make the same choice. 
Good!
XXX
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PM-NY--Mrs. Clinton New York,0380
Schenectady County Dems back Hillary Clinton for Senate
Eds: Moving on news and political circuits

By MARC HUMBERT= AP Political Writer=
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. (AP) She is not yet in the race, but Hillary Rodham 

Clinton has already been endorsed by Democratic leaders in Schenectady County 
for next year's U.S. Senate race, the party's local leader said today.

"Everybody seems to be pretty excited about trying to get Hillary into 
the race,'' Christopher Gardner, the party's county chairman, said.

Gardner said the county party's 30-member executive committee voted 
unanimously Wednesday night to back a Senate run by Mrs. Clinton. The party 
leader said the full county committee was expected to vote on the endorsement 
at its next meeting in June.

Gardner said he thought the executive committee's action was the first 
such endorsement in the state. He said the move demonstrated the first lady 
had strength among Democrats in traditionally more conservative upstate New 
York.

"I think she has very, very strong support upstate among Democratic 
committees,'' Gardner said.

"On issues that matter to working New Yorkers, Hillary Clinton would be a 
strong advocate,'1 he added, specifically citing the first lady's attempts to 
overhaul the nation's health care system.

Mrs. Clinton is eyeing the Senate seat being vacated next year by Democrat 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. On the Republican side. New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani is considering running for the Senate seat.

The potential matchup, Gardner said, was one reason New York Democrats 
should get behind Mrs. Clinton early.

"We think Hillary Clinton is a winner and to defeat somebody like Rudy 
Giuliani is going to require an extraordinarily strong candidate who can raise 
a lot of money and who has high name recognition,'' the Schenectady party 
leader said in an interview this morning with The Associated Press.

Gardner said he would be sending a letter to Mrs. Clinton informing her of 
the endorsement and ''encouraging her to get into the race.''

"This will be just another indication to her, we hope, that will put her 
over the edge and convince her to run for the U.S. Senate,'' Gardner told The 
Daily Gazette of Schenectady which first reported the endorsement in today's 
editions.
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BC-MN--Millennial Vikings,270
First lady announces millennium project on Vikings
AP Photo WX107
Eds: Also moving nationally
By CARL HARTMAN=
WASHINGTON (AP)

Associated Press Writer=
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton announced a millennium 

museum exhibit Thursday on the Vikings, who may have been not only the first 
Europeans to see America, but also the first to create parliamentary 
government more than 1,000 years ago.

The exhibit called '"Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga,'1 will open in 
Washington at the National Museum of Natural History on April 29, 2000, and 
make a two-year tour of the continent, including New York, Los Angeles, 
Houston, Chicago and Ottawa.

"Within Viking society, women had a good deal of freedom to engage in 
trade and to become active participants in the political lives of their 
communities,'' Mrs. Clinton said.

Iceland, the Viking explorers' homeland, set up a parliament called the 
Althing in the year 930. The Althing still makes Iceland's laws.

Mrs. Clinton also spoke of the Vikings' wide-ranging voyages that brought 
them not only to North America "a land where the frost never came, and the 
grass hardly withered,'' said an early saga but also to what are now Turkey 
and Afghanistan.

If you've ever visited Martha's Vineyard, you can see remnants of Viking 
exploration and settlement,'' said Mrs. Clinton, who has vacationed on that 
Massachusetts island with President Clinton.

Noting that the Vikings transmitted experiences and culture from one part 
of the world to the other, Mrs. Clinton said, "In a way it (the Viking ship) 
was the Internet of the year 1000.''
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AM-LA--Clinton's Visit,La Bjt,SHV,550
Air Force base prepares for president's visit
cj4889,4890Y

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE, La. (AP) Preparations for President Bill 
Clinton's visit Monday to Barksdale Air Force Base continued with crews 
putting the finishing touches in and around Hoban Hall.

Clinton is expected to greet airmen who participated in the ongoing NATO 
mission in Kosovo and will visit with families who lost loved ones in the 
April 3 tornado.

The president was to arrive Monday morning aboard Air Force One along with 
Gen. Hugh Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Defense Secretary 
William Cohen and U.S. Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La.

During his brief stay, Clinton also is scheduled to address all Barksdale 
personnel before leaving around midday to return to Washington, D.C.

''We have a lot of people working throughout the weekend trying to prepare 
and get ready,'' said Sgt. Dan Elkins, a base spokesman. "Obviously, we are 
very happy that he's coming here and we would like to present our best image 
for him.''

To make the Air Force base more attractive, fresh coats of paint and new 
shrubs were added Saturday. Secret Service agents oversaw the installation of 
additional telephone lines inside Hoban Hall to be used by the media and 
security personnel while carpenters completed minor touchups.

Outside Hoban Hall a remodeled hangar for large gatherings at Barksdale 
airmen hurriedly laid carpet on a platform from which Clinton will address the 
Barksdale community. In case of inclement weather, Clinton's speech will be 
moved inside, Elkins said.

"Some of the grounds improvements had already been planned for the April 
25th Holiday in Dixie Air Show. Those have been accelerated a little bit for 
this visit,'' he said.

Also preparing for Clinton's arrival is 9-year-old Alex McCullough, who 
will sing the national anthem during the event.

"It's the greatest opportunity of my life,''
she got the news.

Alex, who has performed for basketball and baseball teams and former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich, had received several letters from the White House 
indicating they would put her on the itinerary if an event came up, said her 
father, Tom McCullough.

"The White House approved this thing, and it floored us when they 
called,'' he said.

Alex's parents, brother and grandfathers have tickets for the event, which 
is closed to the public.

The president's security detail has contacted Bossier City Police and 
Louisiana State Police. But nobody's saying what role those agencies will play 
or how much manpower will be dedicated to Clinton's visit.

"It's a long, long, long tradition, a policy set in as hard a stone as 
you can imagine'' that nobody talks about security precautions, said local 
U.S. Secret Service Special Agent Ron Lewis.

Lewis would not comment on what would be done if protesters show up 
outside Barksdale's gates.

Technical Sgt. Howard Smith, another base spokesman, had this diplomatic 
reply: "When people come and they express their opinions outside our gates, 
that is their right, supported by the Constitution of the United States.'' 

Bossier City police spokesman Mike Halphen said he doesn't expect any 
problems with protesters who have the right to demonstrate as long as it's a 
lawful, peaceful assembly that doesn't block access to base operations, such 
as the commissary and base exchange.
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Clinton's lack of military service and early clashes with the Pentagon 

have heightened scrutiny of his performance as commander in chief over the six 
years of his presidency.

As one of the most serious foreign policy challenges of his presidency 
unfolds, Clinton remains a politician who prefers to lead by consensus. But 
aides say experience has made him more comfortable with the military 
responsibilities of office.

Clinton recognized the question himself in the days leading up to the NATO 
airstrikes against the forces of Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic.

"Now I think if the American people don't know anything else about me, 
they know that I don't like to use military force, and I do everything I can 
to avoid it,'1 Clinton said in a speech to a union audience. "But if we have 
to do it, then that's part of the job, and I will do it.''

Clinton has been conferring daily with his national security team and 
offering almost daily public pronouncements on the stakes in the Balkans.

Like Clinton, neither Secretary of State Madeleine Albright nor Defense 
Secretary William Cohen has military experience.

But Gen. Hugh Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other 
service chiefs are active participants in the meetings.

When NATO's generals asked for Apache attack helicopters and more stealth 
fighters, Clinton sent them. His frequent conversations with the leaders of 
other NATO countries, aides say, have helped solidify the alliance's 
commitment to the air war.

He has not overlooked the men and women in uniform who are carrying out 
NATO's mission. Clinton visited sailors and airmen and their families at 
Norfolk Naval Air Base in Virginia and he is traveling Monday to rally 
military personnel at Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana, from which B-52s 
take off for targets in Kosovo.

"He's the one in all the meetings that I've seen who's the most forceful 
and determined,'' NSC spokesman David Leavy said. "The strength of his 
conviction has been the common element, both internally and externally, in 
making a case for why what we're doing is the right thing.''

Even as Clinton sells the American people on intervening in Kosovo, he has 
tried to stick to his normal schedule. Aides say the crisis has not halted 
work on domestic issues, although one said, "Kosovo has clearly been the 
first priority.''

After canceling a fund-raising trip at the outset of the NATO campaign, 
Clinton has spent weekends at Camp David and played golf Saturday for the 
second time since the hostilities began.

Last week he endorsed a hate crimes bill, held a roundtable discussion 
about equal pay and traveled to Philadelphia to promote the "patients' bill 
of rights.''

The administration has faced muted criticism of the Kosovo operation, 
despite the spreading humanitarian crisis caused by accelerated violence of 
Serb forces in Kosovo. That dynamic may change when Congress returns from 
recess Monday.

Clinton administration officials are wary of how the Republican-led

AM-Commander Clinton, 2nd Ld-Writethru, a0541,810
Kosovo draws attention to Clinton as commander in chief
Eds: SUBS 15th graf, After canceling ..., to UPDATE with golf game Saturday 
By KEVIN GALVIN= Associated Press Writer=
WASHINGTON (AP) When military commanders wanted to bomb the Interior 

Ministry in Belgrade, some of President Clinton's advisers resisted: a 
hospital stood just 200 yards from the target.

There was fear that civilians might be hit. Some asked whether the 
ministry was an important enough target. But the discussion stopped when 
Clinton spoke.

His judgment: Benefits outweighed the potential cost. The strike was 
ordered, and NATO war planes reduced the ministry buildings to rubble on April
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Congress will respond to the Kosovo operation and how that might affect public 
opinion.

There already has been some congressional second-guessing about the 
airstrikes, although opposition is not unified. Some lawmakers see the 
involvement of ground troops as ultimately unavoidable, but others question 
American involvement.

Clinton has invited the leaders of the House and Senate to the White House 
on Monday for a report on the campaign to check the efforts by Milosevic to 
clear Kosovo of its ethnic Albanian majority. A larger group of lawmakers is 
expected on Tuesday.

In addition to hearing from Clinton and members of his national security 
team, members will get detailed briefing books updating them on NATO activity 
and efforts to ease the spreading humanitarian crisis in the Balkans.

White House spokesman Jake Siewert said the administration hoped to press 
"what America's national interests are in the conflict and why we needed to 
act'' as well as explain "what the stakes are, why we've acted to preserve 
peace and punish atrocities.''
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be-loop-airforce
(wap) (ATTN: National editors)
Los Alamos Fallout (Washn)

(c) 1999, The Washington Post=
The Air Force is duly going about its business, dropping bombs 

on Yugoslavia, but it's looking increasingly unlikely that Secretary of 
Defense William S. Cohen 's pick for Air Force secretary, Charles B. Curtis , 
will be nominated any time soon.

Curtis, a highly regarded Washington lawyer, Boston University law school 
chum of Cohen's and former energy deputy secretary, was good to go, as they 
say in the military, until this nasty little business of alleged Chinese 
spying at the Department of Energy's Los Alamos nuclear facility came up. 

Word was the Senate was going to use any nomination as a backdrop to blast 
the administration for lax security and such, even though the nuclear secrets 
appear to have first been purloined during the Reagan administration.

So the White House backed away. Acting Secretary F. Whitten Peters, the 
Air Force folks' favorite, would have been considered the leading candidate 
but for a little memo he wrote last year, which leaked to Congress, in which 
he implied falsely, the White House insists that politics somehow was being 
played on the issue of base closures.

The memo infuriated White House Chief of Staff John D. Podesta, and that 
appeared to doom any move up for Peters.

The buzz now is that Podesta, feeling the spirit of the Easter season, 
dropping his objection to Peters, which could lead to his nomination and 
likely prompt confirmation, shortly after the Senate comes back from recess. 

It probably won't hurt things that Peters on Thursday was invited to 
accompany President Clinton to Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana on Monday 
to show support for the troops, Barksdale being the home of the B-52s flying 
to the Yugoslavian theater.
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AM-OH--Special Education, Ohio Bjt,440
Ohio wonders where special education fits into new federal spending

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) President Clinton's proposed 2000 budget doesn't 
allocate enough federal funds to meet the needs of special education in Ohio, 
officials said.

"When expectations are put in place and we don't come (close) to meeting 
them, it makes it tough all over,'' John Herner, director of the Ohio 
Department of Education's division of special education, told The Columbus 
Dispatch for a story Sunday.

"Local schools are really struggling. The laws come from elsewhere but 
the bill goes to the local schools.''

Ohio schools spend at least $1.6 billion per year on special education to 
help about 230,000 handicapped and disabled students.

State dollars account for about $750 million per year, and local schools 
are estimated to spend at least as much, although precise figures for total 
district spending were not available, the newspaper said.

The federal government supplied $120 million this year toward those 
programs, according to state education officials.

Clinton's budget offers a 0.1-percent hike in grants to states for 
handicapped and disabled public-school students. One lawmaker says it's not 
enough.

""School districts just can't exist with this huge ball and chain around 
their ankle,'' said U.S. Rep. Deborah Pryce, a Republican from Columbus. 
"It's just typical of good intentions kind of gone awry.''

The 1975 Individuals with Disabilities Act mandated that public schools 
offer free and appropriate education to disabled students. Meeting the act's 
funding goal would cost the federal government an additional $10.9 billion a 
year, the U.S. Department of Education said.

Pryce, the seventh-ranking House GOP leader charged with coordinating 
education legislation, estimates that Ohio is owed about $384 million in 
federal special-education funding.

Paul Marshall, legislative liaison for the Ohio Department of Education, 
said many state and local educators would prefer a long-term commitment to 
special-education funding instead of a quick infusion of federal cash for 
hiring teachers that might evaporate in a few years.

Republicans said it's wrong for the federal government to take on new 
education responsibilities such as hiring teachers before it comes close to 
meeting a decades-old mandate for special education.

Republicans are trying to give states the ability to shift spending of 
other federal education money to special education.

In the Senate version of that bill, an amendment would allow states to 
move $1.2 billion Clinton won last year for hiring teachers toward special 
education.
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BC-MI--Orthodox Easter, Mich Bjt,600
Serbian church celebrates Orthodox Easter, critical of Clinton 
AP Photos XDT101-102
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By JIM SUHR=
DETROIT (AP)
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Associated Press Writer=
As warplanes pounded Serb targets an ocean away in

Yugoslavia, a minister turned his Orthodox Easter sermon political Sunday 
with requests for protests over President Clinton's planned visit this week. 

"President Clinton is coming here next Friday, and I think we all know 
what role he plays,'' the Rev. Radomir Obsenica told the St. Lazarus Serbian 
Orthodox Cathedral congregation in translating remarks made earlier in Serbian 
by the Rev. Zivan Urosev.

Faulting Clinton for "the suffering of our families in Yugoslavia,
Obsenica urged worshippers to show Clinton "we don't like his policies 
protesting Friday in Dearborn during the president's stop in metropolitan 
Detroit.

"If we all come en masse, he may get the message. He may not, but we have 
to do this,'' Obsenica said. His first mention of Clinton drew a smattering of 
boos.

For some of the faithful at St. Lazarus, the continuing airstrikes Sunday 
cast a pall over the day that is the holiest on the calendar for millions of 
Orthodox Christians worldwide.

"Like everyone else, I'd like to see the bombarding stop and for everyone 
to figure out other ways in solving this,'' Dan Dimovski, 56, of Macomb 
County's Clinton Township said before Sunday's service.

"In today's age, the human being technologically has advanced so far that 
he has lost a love for each other. Most of this is what's going on in 
Yugoslavia, especially today.''

He accused NATO of needlessly "destroying human beings,'' endangering his 
Belgrade relatives. He also has relatives who live near Kosovo's border with 
Macedonia.

Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic had called for a holiday cease-fire 
in his campaign to crush Kosovo rebels. Western leaders dismissed the gesture 
as a sham, and NATO pressed ahead with airstrikes Sunday.

The Serbian Orthodox Church is part of the Orthodox Christian Church, a 
fellowship of 15 self-governing churches with an estimated 1.5 million members 
in the United States. The Orthodox Church of the East and the Roman Catholic 
Church split in the Great Schism in the year 1054.

The two groups today share basic tenets, but the Orthodox do not follow 
the pope. Eastern churches follow the Julian calendar, while Western ones use 
the Gregorian, explaining their differing dates for observances of Jesus 
Christ's resurrection.

By appearance, St. Lazarus' two-hour Easter service was traditional. 
Several worshippers toted Easter baskets, some stocked with ornately decorated 
eggs. Many girls wore Easter bonnets, bows and white dresses. In a foyer 
accommodating some of the overflow crowd, worshippers lit candles in silent 

prayer.
But there were signs of divide beyond the display of an American flag on 

one side of the altar, a Serbian one on the other.
"Even though I came from there, I'm an American citizen,'' 

"If anyone attacks America, I'll support America. But I'm not for attacking 
sovereign countries.''

He defended Milosevic as a protector of his land,
would defend its under attack.'1

Another worshiper disagreed, describing Milosevic as dictator who should 
step or be forced aside through peaceful Democratic means. He also criticized 
the Orthodox Easter bombings as "criminal, ungodly.''

"The little people the children, the families are getting hurt, 
the 70-year-old man, refusing to identify himself out of fear his 
anti-Milosevic remarks would bring reprisals.
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"You're punishing him, but you're killing the Serbian people, 
This must stop.''
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The State Highway Patrol said Donald E. Lewis, 38, of Blanchester, was 
killed about the same time when his car was blown into a ditch along 
Interstate 275 north of Cincinnati.

Authorities would not confirm the names of the other two victims Friday 
night, but The Cincinnati Enquirer and The Cincinnati Post reported in their 
Saturday editions that the victims were Lee and Jacqueline Cook, who were 
thrown from their home into an embankment across the street. Rescue workers 
discovered the body of Lee Cook, 58, under a fallen pine tree. His wife, 52, 
was found about 30 feet away.

At least 42 people were treated at hospitals, most with bruises or cuts. 
Ohio's Emergency Management Agency estimated 200 homes were destroyed in 

Cincinnati's northeastern suburbs alone and an additional 400 damaged. The 
utility Cinergy said about 200,000 customers lost power. Most service had been 
restored by the afternoon.

The storm also flipped motor homes and campers that convert to tents at 
the Dave Arbogast dealership in Tipp City, north of Dayton. "We got about 10 
tent campers in a nice, neat pile,'' said Ron West, a manager.

The tornado's winds were in the range of 158 to 206 mph and, at times, 
reached the next level on the scale of severity 207 to 260 mph, said John 
Center, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service's regional office in 
Wilmington.

A developing storm system in the Midwest threatened to bring more 
thunderstorms to Ohio throughout the weekend, the weather service said.

Gov. Bob Taft said officials had no estimate of damage. He declared 
emergencies in Hamilton, Clinton and Warren counties and made state crews 
available to help clear city and county roads. Health department workers were 
offering tetanus shots to those exposed to flying glass and standing water, 
and distributing bottled water, spokesman Scott Milburn said.

AM-OH--Storms, 4th Ld-Writethru,800
Tornado kills four, destroys hundreds of houses
Eds: UPDATES with identity of two victims; INSERTS 1 graf after Sth graf, The 
state .... to UPDATE with identities of two of the victims; picks up Sth graf 
pvs, At least ...
AP Photos
By JOHN N0LAN= Associated Press Writer=

CINCINNATI (AP) A tornado demolished about 200 houses in two suburbs 
before daybreak Friday, killing at least four people and leaving normally 
manicured yards littered with bricks, broken two-by-fours and tattered roofs.

Water spewed into the air from broken fire hydrants in suburban Montgomery 
and Blue Ash, where whole blocks of homes were ripped apart. Shopping center 
parking lots were strewn with broken glass, and sheet metal that had been 
siding was wrapped around utility poles. Scores of trees were flattened.

Lindsey Stiffler, 13, was asleep in her bedroom with the window open in 
Montgomery when she heard rain and hail and then a roaring noise. She looked 
out, saw the storm, and fled to the basement with her family.

When they emerged, the back portion of her neighbor's wooden house was 
split in two, with one side leaning over, she said. Elsewhere on her street, 
""there were mattresses and curtains and everything sticking out of the 
windows,'' she said. "Roofs were ripped off.''

Jamie McGill, 13, her friend from down the street, told of a similar 
experience: "I could hear everything flying through the house, smashing 
around. I didn't realize what was going on until I got outside. There was 
glass on the ground. The carport was lying against the house.''

Two people were killed in a house, and two in separate car crashes before 
dawn.

One of the victims, Charles Smith, 40, of Miami Township in Clermont 
County, was thrown from his car when the wind flipped it over, Blue Ash Police 
Chief Mike Allen said. The same gust flipped
a tractor-trailer, forcing authorities to close southbound lanes of Interstate
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The storm moved into Ohio from near Lawrenceburg, Ind., about 5 a.m., 
skipping downtown Cincinnati and heading northeast.

About 15 homes were damaged near Loveland, about 10 miles to the 
northeast, the Warren County Emergency Management Agency said. The storm also 
damaged houses and downed trees and power lines in Champaign County in west 
central Ohio.

"We saw homes where walls were torn down and chairs, tables and computers 
were sitting there untouched,'' Taft said. "It's a total rebuilding effort.'' 

Jill Cole said her family could not return to their home in Montgomery. 
"I think it's a bulldozer job,'' she said. "It's like a war zone.'' 
Bruce Henry, deputy city manager in Blue Ash, said the residential 

population is about 13,500 but swells to more than 70,000 because of the 
influx of workers.

"'Fortunately for us, the brunt of the storm did not hit our city ... I 
think we're fortunate that, if this storm had touched down several hours 
later, many more people would have been in our city,'' Henry said.
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The storm moved into Ohio from near Lawrenceburg,
skipping downtown Cincinnati and heading northeast.

About 15 homes were damaged near Loveland, about 10 miles to the 
northeast, the Warren County Emergency Management Agency said. The storm also 
damaged houses and downed trees and power lines in Champaign County in west 
central Ohio.

"We saw homes where walls were torn down and chairs, tables and computers 
were sitting there untouched,'' Taft said. "It's a total rebuilding effort.' 

Jill Cole said her family could not return to their home in Montgomery. 
"I think it's a bulldozer job,'' she said. "It's like a war zone.'' 
Bruce Henry, deputy city manager in Blue Ash, said the residential 

population is about 13,500 but swells to more than 70,000 because of the 
influx of workers.

"Fortunately for us, the brunt of the storm did not hit our city ... I 
think we're fortunate that, if this storm had touched down several hours 
later, many more people would have been in our city,'' Henry said.
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PM-OH--HMO Debate, Ohio Bjt,580
Ohioans at the core of partisan debate over health care
By KATHERINE RIZZO= Associated Press Writer®

WASHINGTON (AP) Ohio lawmakers will be at the core of what's shaping up 
as one of this congressional session's top issues: regulating managed-care 
health plans.

President Clinton has declared the Democratic plan, called the patients' 
bill of rights, to be a top priority, and Ohio Democrats Sherrod Brown and Ted 
Strickland have been aggressively promoting it.

But Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, has been positioned at a choke point 
through which the legislation must pass, and he's no fan of the Democrats' 
approach.

The Democrats' bill would regulate managed care plans and give patients 
the right to sue and collect damages when treatment is withheld. It also 
guarantees access to clinical trials for cancer patients and would give 
patients in the middle of a treatment the ability to remain with a doctor for
90 days, even if that doctor is dropped from the managed-care network.

Strickland, appearing Friday at a Capitol Hill news conference before 
boarding a bus for Philadelphia and a presidential rally, said he had seen '"a 
groundswell for action on the patients' bill of rights.''

House Democrats were starting an electronic petition to gather names of 
Americans who want changes in the way the law governs health-care plans. 

Strickland praised the Internet-based petition as expressing "the 
collective view of the American people that it is time to rein in the abuses 
associated with managed care.''

At his rally in Elyria, Ohio, Brown projected the on-line petition onto a 
large screen at Lorain County Community College.

Brown helped write the legislation as part of his role as the top Democrat 
on a health subcommittee of the House Commerce Committee.

He said the bill was an answer to many complaints about patients being 
turned away from emergency rooms or denied services that were not approved by 
their health maintenance organizations.

"Too many HMOs have been denying needed services and are putting profits 
ahead of patients,'' Brown said. "The patients' bill of rights creates needed 
protections for HMO patients and holds HMOs fully accountable to patients for 
its medical decision.''

But Boehner does not think the White House-endorsed bill is the best way 
to respond to the complaints of HMO customers. He heads a subcommittee on 
employer-employee relations that has been holding hearings on the need for 
managed care legislation.

Boehner's position is that making health care more accountable to patients 
was a good goal, as long as it didn't result in making insurance so costly 
that more Americans would have to do without coverage.

A Congressional Budget Office analysis of a previous version of the 
patients' bill of rights estimated that it would result in higher costs and as 
many as 2 million people losing their insurance, said Boehner aide David 
Schnittger.

Allowing disgruntled patients to sue their managed-care companies is a 
particular sticking point. "You can't sue your way to better health care,'' 
Schnittger said.

Boehner issued a statement suggesting Democrats work with majority
Republicans to build a bipartisan bill rather than engage in "partisan podium 
pounding.''

"We want to work with our Democrat counterparts to expand access to care 
for all Americans, not to make coverage less affordable and accessible for 
those who already have it,'' Boehner said.
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AM-OH--Tornado Aftermath,190
National Guard to help tornado-ravaged communities

CINCINNATI (AP) The Ohio National Guard will provide relief for weary 
police departments in tornado-ravaged communities north of the city.

Members of the 324th Military Police Company from Middletown will help 
provide security for stricken neighborhoods, control traffic and offer other 
assistance.

The suburbs asked Gov. Bob Taft's office for National Guard help on 
Sunday, spokesman Scott Milburn said. There has been no decision on how many 
of the approximately 200 members of the Middletown unit will be called upon. 

"Right now, it looks like they're going to basically (help) the local 
police, who are obviously in need of some relief. They've been going strong 
for the past few days,'' Milburn said.

The tornado killed four people two of them on highways, two of them in a 
house and damaged hundreds of buildings early Friday. Police have sealed off 
the neighborhoods and enforced curfews while volunteers and residents dig out.

Utility crews had restored power Sunday to all but about 1,500 buildings 
that were heavily damaged.
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Orthodox Easter brings little joy for Serbian-Americans
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By TRACY BOUTELLE= Associated Press Writer®

CHICAGO (AP) On the same day bombs shelled Serbian targets in Kosovo, 
tears fell in a small Orthodox Serbian church on Chicago's far South Side on 
Sunday as immigrants celebrated Orthodox Easter, their holiest day of the 

year.
"There's an incredible feeling of overwhelming sadness,''

Stamenkovich Falloon as she stood beside the Serbian Orthodox Church at 
Mirotocivi, which her family helped build.

There isn't really any feeling of optimism. As we're going to church and 
praying, they're bombing,'' she said.

The Serbian men filed in the church to its right while the women stood on 
its left side. Everyone brought colored eggs to share and lit yellow candles 
for family members who have died.

The service, conducted in Old Church Slavonic, was somber.
Men and women wiped tears from their faces as they lit candles. Several 

people said they wake up in the middle of the night crying, and others 
mentioned they were not sleeping well.

Pan Timotic said his cousins in Yugoslavia have been drafted into the army 
and his aunt now sleeps in her basement for protection from the bombs.

It's "detrimental to think of this as a peacemaking mission when we're 
really just destroying lives,'' he said.

The joy of Orthodox Easter was lost on most everyone but the children. 
They were dressed in their best suits and dresses. The younger children 

played in the nearby Serbian Hall and hunted eggs before joining their parents 
for the conclusion of the two-hour service.

Chicago the heart of the Serbian expatriate community in the United 
States is home to about 350,000 ethnic Serbs.

''American people are some of the greatest people on this earth, but 
American people don't understand what this war is about,'1 said Momo Andric. 
"Kosovo is the cradle of our civilization.''

Andric's lament was echoed by others who attended the Orthodox service. 
Many believe Americans don't understand the region's history and that news 
reports show only one side of the war.

"I know what you see on the television is horrible ... but there's a flip 
side that you don't see on the television,'' said Mike Srdanovic. "I'm not 
apologizing for anyone who's committed any war crimes there. They'll be 
prosecuted, and they should be.'1

Many of the men who gathered in the hall for tea said they wished Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic would sit down at the bargaining table with NATO. 

"The Serbian people did not want Milosevic there. The west put him there 
... and now we have to put up with him,'' said Srdanovic. "Everyone wishes 
the violence would end.''
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and

(NOTE: fixing typo in 20th graf)
(UPI Focus)
Clinton jokes at correspondents' dinner

WASHINGTON, March 18 (UPI) Joined by first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
President Clinton began his springtime foray into world of annual journalist 
dinners, poking fun at White House and media handling of his year of scandal.

Attending the Radio and TV Corespondents' Dinner, the first couple first 
sat as organization hosts handed out awards to fellow reporters for coverage 
of the president's belatedly admitted sexual affair and resulting impeachment.

"This is not awkward,'' emcee Jim Mills of the Fox News Channel, one of 
the outlets most consistently critical of Clinton, said with a measure of 
embarrassment and sarcasm in turning from the awards ceremony to his 
introduction of the president.

"We would certainly understand, all of us in this room,'' Mills said, 
"why you would not want to be here in the same room with us tonight. But we 
are glad you're here, we are honored that you are with us, and we thank you 
for coming back.''

Clinton immediately launched into his prepared series of jokes, declaring, 
'"I want to thank you for your invitation to come have dinner with 2,000 
members of the Washington press corps,'' and then adding: "If this isn't 
contrition, I don't know what is.''

"I know you can't really laugh about this,''
reporters. "I mean, the events of the last year have been quite serious. If 
the Senate vote had gone the other way, I wouldn't be here tonight. I demand a 
recount.''

The president then proceeded through a comedy routine that involved a 
series of jokes at his own expense, finding humor in his tendencies to avoid 
questions, overstate his accomplishments and project an image of empathy.

The performance included an appearance by a man dressed in the costume of 
a Third World military leader, complete with epaulets and a large red sash. 
Entering to strains of "Hail to the Chief,'' the man was introduced by a 
deep-voiced off-stage announcer as "the prime minister of the United Republic 
of Carjackador,'' and he proceeded to speak in a mock foreign language.

"Your excellency, without my headphones, I have no idea what you just
said,'' Clinton responded, employing an overdone imitation of his own 
trademark Southern twang. "But it sounded very much like words of praise. I 
want you to know they mean more to me than I could possibly express.''

The dinner was part of a series of recent events aimed at repairing 
relations with the news media in the aftermath of the year-long Lewinsky 
scandal and investigation. Clinton had dinner twice last week in Central 
America with groups of reporters, agreed to have a news conference Friday at 
the White House, and planned Saturday to attend the annual Gridiron Club 
dinner.

The first lady is not planning to join her husband for the Gridiron 
dinner, as she will be traveling in Africa, but she plans in May to accompany 
him to the annual White House Correspondents' Dinner.

"I know it's been a long time since I had a press conference,''
said, reflecting back to reporters one of their most widespread complaints. 
"But I remember it well. All those questions that day about the nomination of 
Zoe Baird.''

He also offered some of the standard answers to the questions he could be 
expected to receive, including, "No, I didn't watch it,'' "No, I haven't 
read it,'' and, "The longest peacetime expansion in history.''

His speech also featured several cracks at television political 
commentators, accompanied by a video clip of a proposed new talk show called 
"Bunditubbies' ' starring the children's puppet characters given recent 
prominence by conservative complaints that one encourages a homosexual 
lifestyle.

Clinton suggested other programs such as "MSNBC in Crisis1'
""Totally Subpoenaed Videos.'' Real journalists, he taunted, should never



Traveling first class and in style
First lady politicks at public expense
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”1 think it’s very important for me to go tc 
Kosovo eventually," she said. “I've been 
asked to go I've expressed my very strong 
interest in going. As soon as I'm given the 
green light to go, I intend to go.”

She won’t be going to Kosovo, of course. 
She wouldn't be welcome there. Kosovo is 
still controlled by the Serbs, whose country 
is being bombed back into the 19th century 
by United Slates planes. She’ll visit Mace­
donia and Albania where most of the re­
fugees are

I wish there were some way to poll the 
refugees to see whether they would rather 
see Hillary Clinton or a sack of flour and a 
side of bacon.

The war continues to go badly. NATO's 
projection that Yugoslavia would quickly 
fold was 20 feet off base NATO comman­
ders are now talking about another two to 
seven months of bombing. By that time, 
many Americans will be asking if two 
months isn’t enough.

The commanders are asking for more 
planes and more money There is a danger 
that almost all of America's deployable 
planes will be assigned Co the Balkans 
What happens if trouble breaks out else 
where’

While he was dismantling America^ mil­

suspect that hard-working taxpayers 
would be appalled if they knew how 
much it has cost us to have Hillary Clin­

ton as first lady.
The Clinton administration's penchant 

for secrecy and the many mazes erected by 
bureaucrats to make it difficult to find out 
bow public money is spent in Washington 
virtually ensure that we'll never get a total 
for the cost of Mrs. Clinton’s many drips, but 

| Hillary has made other first ladies look like 
i misers.

I would not be surprised if she has not 
outspent some presidents.

Hillary travels first class and in high 
style. And she travels and travels and trav­
els, kissing babies and kissing up to world 
leaders in her self-assigned role as the 
country's goodwill ambassador.

Uy curiosity about the cost of having 
Hillary was stirred by a report in The New 
York Times which revealed that the White 
House is claiming that her most recent vis­
it to New York was public business.

She did do a little public business, but 
there was a lot of political business in fur­
therance of her chances for success in a 
U.S. Senate race in New York

If Hillary's on public business, you and 
I pay for the trip, no matter how political it 
may become behind the scenes. Wouldn’t it 
be interesting Io know how much time she 
allotted for public business and how much 
was spent advancing her as yet unofficial 
campaign?

During this week's visit to New York, 
Hillary tried to scotch rumors that she is 
losing interest in being a senator For the 
last couple of weeks, the informed guessers

had been predicting that she wouldn't make 
the race.

The polls may be discouraging her a bit. 
In a survey conducted by Marist College’s 
Institute for Public Opinion, 52 percent of 
registered New York voters said Hillary 
should not run for the Senate. A February 
poll indicated that only 37 percent did not 
want her to run. Reversing the question, 
pollsters learned that 42 percent of voters 
want her lo run. That’s down from 56 per 
cent in February.

Reporters are beginning to ask about 
her travels and about who's paying for 
them. Hillary promised to have her staff 
check more closely to make sure that po 
litical and personal travel are kept sepa­
rate.

That's nice to hear, but the fact is. as long 
as she is an undeclared candidate, shek go 
ing to be able to find ways to stick the pub­
lic for her New York trips. Any Washington 
official can find a dozen ways to do public 
business in New York on any given day.

Hillary isn’t thinking small. On Monday, 
she said that as soon as plans can be 
worked out, she's going to travel to the 
Balkans to visit reftigee camps. Any candi 
date would pay millions for that kind of 
high-profile exposure Hillary is going to let 
taxpayers pay for it
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Clash of Principals 
Rudy and Hillary

■■

Giuliani made what appeared to be a last-minute decision to 
be the principal at Public School 123 in Bushwick, Brooklyn. 
One of his Board of Education representatives, Irene 
Impellizzeri, agreed two months ago to be the school's play 
principal, but she was told Wednesday that Giuliani wanted to

Clinton played principal in city public schools.

For weeks, the two have inhabited parallel political universes, 
laying the groundwork for what could be a campaign battle 
for the ages.

Yesterday, their paths had an intersection of sorts, as both 
spotlighted the battleground issue of education by 
participating in the annual Principal for a Day program.

The First Lady jumped to the defense of city schools, 
positioning herself squarely in opposition to Giuliani's call for 
the system to be "blown up" and apparently alluding to the 
mayor’s ongoing strife with Chancellor Rudy Crew.

" Let's not scapegoat or point fingers at an entire system when 
there is within that system a lot of very good schools right 
now, and the seeds for a lot more if we are united to make 
that happen," the First Lady said.

She spent the entire school day at Virgil Grissom Junior High 
School in South Ozone Park, Queens, a melting pot of 2,000 
seventh and eighth-graders.

The appearance began her third trip to the state in 11 days. 
She was to cap off the visit by speaking at a dinner of the 
state Democratic Party in Manhattan last night.

"I hope that 1 will have a chance to hear from a number of 
you about what's on your mind," she said over the school 
public-address system.
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After the class, and after reporters were told to depart, she 
spoke to 70 senators — from the student government.

"I think how you treat each other, which starts in your heart, 
and your mind, is really important. You can pass all the laws 
in the world, and there is always somebody who could get 
around them," she said.

One of the senators asked about her potential campaign. "She 
said she was talking to people about it but hadn't made up her 
mind," said Principal Rhia Warren.

The First Lady led a social studies class of 29 eighth-graders, 
asking for suggestions on how to prevent tragedies like last 
week's massacre at a Littleton, Colo., high school.

Cristyne Lategano, the mayor's spokeswoman, said he had 
planned for months to be a part of the program but decided 
only in recent days on the Brooklyn school.

Bl

i
Giuliani encountered a similar political reminder. Student 
Amy Diaz, 11, announced to the mayor she wanted to be a 
lawyer and an actress. "I don't want to be a senator," she told 
him.

"Unlike you, I have a term limit," the mayor said with a 
smile.
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Activist groups advised
to cooperate for grants

the long run they’re going to get the 
grant every time," said Charles

Thursday. Skip Rutherfoi-d, presi­
dent of the William J. Clinton Foun-
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dation and Library, is to speak today.
The speakers praised the al­

liance for its efforts in revitalizing 
parts of the county since the group's 
inception in 1995

That's when the organization was 
funded by a $3 million Department
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BY KIM MCGUIRE
ARKANSAS t>EMCX RAMiAZUTTE

Community leaders at a confer­
ence sponsored by the Pulaski En­
terprise Community Alliance Inc. 
on Thursday stressed the impor­
tance of working together to obtain 
grants.

The two-day conference, the first 
of its kind for the alliance, sought to 
unite community groups seeking 
funding with representatives from 
such sources as government banks, 
foundations and private businesses.

By collaborating, neighborhood 
groups better their chances of ob­
taining funding to apply toward 
community and economic develop­
ment initiatives, conference speak­
ers said.

“You can be a smidgen belter 
than the next group, but if they can 
bring more partners to the table, in 

> w .2 
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million of the grant money for 23 
projects.

Pulaski County Judge Buddy 
Villines said that even though the 
River Project (the Alltel Arena and 
Statehouse Convention Center) gets 
the most credit the enterprise com 
munity represents the first time Lit­
tle Rock, North Little Rock and the 
county really worked together.

“It was the first time people in 
these neighborhoods came together 
and said we've got common prob­
lems, and we can work together to 
come up with common solutions," 
he said.

Hathaway emphasized the im­
portance of individuals, as well as 
educational institutions, participat­
ing in the community around them.

He said that last year about 1,000 
UALR students participated in 
community project.

"It is not our intent that [stu­
dents] be gofers," Hathaway said. 
"It is our intent that they apply their 
discipline knowledge to the best of 
their ability to your organization."

Like student volunteers, grant­
giving institutions are vital to com­
munity empowerment Hathaway 
said.

He advised community groups to 
have a clear idea about what they 
want to accomplish before applying 
for a grant

grant every time, said Charles 
Hathaway, chancellor of the Univer­
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock

Hathaway and Dr. Trudie Kibbe 
Reed, president of Philander Smith 
College, spoke at the conference 
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of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment grant. The enterprise commu­
nity alliance has allocated about 42
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Her aides, however, conceded the trip had political implications.

See Trip Page A5

Trip: Poll puts first lady, Giuliani in dead heat

Yet she tried to minimize the political implications of the trip, which 
included talks about the humanitarian crisis in Kosovo and other traditional 
first lady fare. The White House called the trip an official function, thus U.S. 
taxpayers picked up the tab.

"This is not an exploratory trip. This is a trip filled with events and 
occasions, some of which I agreed to do months ago," Mrs. Clinton told reporters 
after urging private foundations to help ease the Kosovo refugee crisis.

"I guess anytime we're up here, it's part of the (exploratory) process," said 
press secretary Marsha Berry. "She's thinking about this. I don't know when you 
turn it off and turn it on."

"I'm obviously still considering and exploring and am very interested," Mrs. 
Clinton said.

Copyright 1999 The Buffalo News 
The Buffalo News

Friends and associates say Mrs. Clinton appears to be leaning toward a Senate 
bid, though some believe she will forgo the race at the last minute. Their 
assessments are based on clues from private conversations with her and the 
full-speed-ahead groundwork being laid by top political aide Harold Ickes. Ickes 
said Mrs. Clinton won't decide on a Senate run before July.

The former deputy White House chief of staff has begun compiling lists of 
campaign operatives and has secured commitments from some potential staff, said 
a source close

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton, edging closer to running for the U.S. Senate, opened 

a campaign-style swing Monday by declaring, "I love New York," as her fledgling 
political operation combed the state for potential campaign workers.
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Mrs. Clinton scheduled scores of New York stops Monday, today and Thursday.

"He .

Senate race interests her:

With gushing reverence,
America," with a "dynamic.

The trip brought Mrs. Clinton fresh evidence that a Senate race against 
probable Republican nominee Rudolph Giuliani would be difficult.

One longtime associate said Mrs. Clinton told him two weeks ago that she 
intended to run but would not finalize her decision until this summer.

Teachers, Ukrainians and the Jewish community are important Democratic 
constituencies. Nadler, a House Judiciary Committee member, staunchly defended 
President Clinton during the impeachment process.

Monday's unusually crowded schedule contained seven stops, including Columbia 
University's Teachers College, the Ukrainian Institute, the Jewish Child Care 
Association and a fund-raiser for Rep. Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y.

The latest poll from Marist College’s Institute for Public Opinion showed the 
two in a dead heat, with half saying Mrs. Clinton should not run. The New York 
mayor has gained ground since a February Marist poll, which had Mrs. Clinton 
leading Giuliani, 49 percent to 38 percent.

Continued from Page Al 
to Mrs. Clinton.

She returns to Washington Wednesday but comes back to New York Thursday with 
stops in Niagara Falls and again on Long Island.

"No one said it was going to be a cakewalk," said Sen. Charles E. Schumer, 
D-N.Y., who ousted Republican Sen. Alfonse M. D'Amato last November and has 
urged the first lady to run. "This is going to be a tough, tough race, but I 
think as people get to know her, she'll do better and better."

She was to appear at three events today on Long Island --an 
elementary-school visit in Syosset, a speech on health care at Hofstra 
University and a Long Island Women's Agenda luncheon in Woodbury -- followed by 
appearances at New York University Law School and at a United Jewish Appeal 
fund-raiser.

In a brief news conference, Mrs. Clinton explained for the first time why a 
"I love New York, to start with."

Mrs. Clinton called New York "a microcosm of 
diverse city" that would enable her to deal with

Lawyers inside and outside the White House are studying whether Mrs. Clinton 
should form an exploratory committee to raise money that would defray the costs 
of future trips. She said she would consider the move "if it becomes 
appropriate."

In her most political remarks of the day, Mrs. Clinton praised Nadler, 
saying, "He . . . defended with great vigor, intelligence and energy the 
Constitution when it was, in the view of many Americans, being misused during 
the battles in the Congress, the last Congress, that took place in the Judiciary 
(Committee) and on the floor of the House."
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She was honored at the university for her public service.

On Monday, when she crammed eight events around Manhattan into a 14-hour

Earlier in the day, she visited the Village Elementary School in Syosset, 
examining African dwarf frogs and plant life with some third-graders.

Mrs. Clinton spoke on day two of her road trip to New York, where she is 
considering running for the U.S. Senate in 2000.

She returns to Washington on Wednesday but comes back to New York on Thursday 
with Niagara Falls among her planned stops. Her itinerary is considered part of 
her work as first lady and is being paid for by U.S. taxpayers. The school 
visit, for example, had as its theme the promotion of excellence in education.

In a speech on health care reform at Hofstra University, the first lady 
expressed support for her husband's proposal to use part of the federal budget 
surplus to prop up Medicare.

She said she would support a patient's bill of rights so that people covered 
by HMOs can see specialists and get treatment as needed.

Copyright 1999 Associated Press
AP Online

Referring to her ambitious and ultimately unsuccessful attempt in 1994 to 
fundamentally change health care, Mrs. Clinton said that she now comes •■from 
the school of smaller steps.''

She said measures also must be taken to provide health care insurance to 
people frequently not covered currently: millions of children, young people 
working in their first jobs and people who are not yet old enough for Medicare.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton made a new pitch for a variety of health care reforms 

today but acknowledged her failure in previous efforts to overhaul health 
insurance.

■’This is not an exploratory trip," she said. "This is a trip filled with 
events and occasions, some of which I agreed to do months ago.''
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I'm obviously still
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In a poll just two months ago, Mrs. Clinton led Giuliani by 49 percent to 38 
percent. Each poll had a margin of error of plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.

A new poll out Monday from Marist College's Institute for Public Opinion 
indicates that New Yorkers may be cooling to her. The telephone poll of 512 
registered voters showed her and a likely Republican candidate. New York City 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, in a dead heat. Half of those polled said Mrs. Clinton 
should not run.

As for her potential candidacy for the Senate seat being vacated next year by 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, she would say only, '*
considering and exploring and am very interested.''

''No one said it was going to be a cakewalk,'' said Sen. Charles Schumer, 
D-N.Y., who attended an event with Mrs. Clinton on Monday in Central Park. 
''This is going to be a tough, tough race, but I think as people get to know 
her, she'll do better and better.''

tour, she had a simple explanation for New Yorkers on why she's considering 
running for office in a state where she's never lived.

'•I love New York to start with I always have,’' Mrs. Clinton said.
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That's a start, but is it enough?

The first lady has adopted New York's motto: "I love New York."

She is said to be considering the idea. Surely, as a skilled politician, she 
recognizes the fine line she treads while she makes up her mind. Being married 
to President Clinton does not entitle her to a blank check for what appears to 
be very much like electioneering.

Copyright 1999 The Houston Chronicle Publishing Company 
The Houston Chronicle

If she is a candidate, she should form a campaign committee, raise funds and 
pay the total costs for her New York campaigning. She should also consider 
reimbursing taxpayers for what she has already spent in the campaign mode.

One of her appearances involved a fund-raising event at the World Trade 
Center for U.S. Rep. Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y. Nadler's campaign will pay part of 
Clinton's travel costs, according to a Clinton aide.

This week the first lady is making dozens of appearances, a few of them 
obviously political, from Niagara Falls to Long Island, accompanied by her White 
House entourage and Secret Service agents at a large cost.

whether Clinton seeks the Democratic nomination to fill the seat currently 
held by retiring U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan is entirely up to her.

Many people do. But American taxpayers from across the land should not be 
subsidizing in any way her run for a Senate seat from there.

But she should not be campaigning for political office in New York at 
taxpayers' expense.

HEADLINE: FINE LINE;
First lady should not campaign on taxpayers' nickel

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton is spending a lot of time in New York State these 

days, apparently testing the waters for a U.S. Senate run.
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The Niagara Falls stop comes after a whirlwind of campaign-style appearances 
by the first lady on Monday and Tuesday in New York City and on Long Island, 
where she toured schools and parks and headlined fund raisers.

Berry, said the first lady felt the need to talk about school violence in the 
wake of the deadly shooting Tuesday at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo, 
that left 15 dead. Berry said the first lady was deeply troubled by the event.

Some 4,000 teachers were expected at the convention in the "Honeymoon Capital 
of the World." Attendance is always high at the convention but has received a 
boost due to Mrs. Clinton's appearance.

The dinner will be Mrs. Clinton's first major political event in New York 
since she announced in February that she was considering running for the Senate 
seat being vacated next year by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The first lady 
is expected to make a decision on the 2000 race sometime this summer.

And, in a change of plans that could signal a stepped-up interest in the New 
York Senate race, Mrs. Clinton will now attend a major state Democratic Party 
fund-raising dinner next week in New York City.

"Her schedule cleared up and now she's going," Mrs. Clinton's spokeswoman 
Marsha Berry said.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton resumed her campaign-style barnstorming through New 

York on Thursday, planning a speech to the state's largest teachers' union on 
the timely topic of school violence.

Word of Mrs. Clinton's change in plans came as she prepared to head for 
Niagara Falls and a speech to the politically powerful New York State United 
Teachers' annual convention.
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Mrs. Clinton comes to Niagara Falls as anti-abortion protesters continued a 
week-long vigil in nearby Buffalo. The clinic of slain abortion provider Dr. 
Barnett Slepian, fatally shot by a sniper at his suburban home last fall, was 
among those being picketed by protesters.

A handful of demonstrators were expected to travel to Niagara Falls to 
protest Mrs. Clinton's appearance. She supports abortion rights.

Mrs. Clinton's jam-packed schedule earlier this week seemed to breathe life 
into what had been sagging poll numbers. In a Quinnipiac College survey released 
Thursday, Mrs. Clinton was favored by 49 percent of voters questioned to 41 
percent for New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, a potential Republican 
opponent.

On Wednesday, Giuliani was lavishly feted in Washington and endorsed by three 
prominent GOP senators, including Arizona's John McCain. Like Mrs. Clinton, 
Giuliani has not yet said whether he will run for the Senate seat.
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Sandra Feldman, president of the American Federation of Teachers and a 
supporter of Mrs. Clinton in New York, suggested the first lady is inclined to 

issues such as education and health care that are as important in New York as 
they are across the country.

Using the collective "we" in a way that could include the first lady herself, 
Mrs. Clinton said, "We have everything in New York that we have in America."

She also announced plans to travel to Albania and Macedonia "as soon as I'm 
given the green light" by humanitarian workers.

GRAPHIC: Associated press First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, in New York for a 
trip largely designed to explore a potential Senate race, greets well-wishers 
after announcing the Millennium trails initiative at New York's Central Park 
boat house Monday.

The new question: Is she willing to risk losing? Though a senior adviser said 
Mrs. Clinton is not afraid of defeat, other associates say she tends to avoid 
taking risks.

As for her career, Mrs. Clinton told several associates in recent days that 
she has concluded that serving in the Senate would be a good next step for her. 
When word first surfaced of her interest, Mrs. Clinton had told these same 
people she wasn't sure if she wanted to be in a Republican-controlled Senate.

"I don't get a feeling that a final decision has been made yet, but I think 
she's very interested," Ms. Feldman said.

Mrs. Clinton was urged to run at every stop, including a Central Park event 
concerning hiking trails. "I want to wish her all the best as she hits a 
different kind of trail right here in New York State," said Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney, D-N.Y.
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But - wink, wink, nudge, nudge - there's no Senate race. Got that? On the one 
hand, maybe that's good news. It seems like hardly yesterday that we were 
inundated with advertisements talking about Armenian earthquake victims and "too 
many lies - too long" in the D'Amato-Schumer race. Do we really need another 
nasty race, so soon? But there are problems with a virtual campaign. A traveling 
first lady gets perks no New York candidate for any office - from dog catcher to 
governor - could get away with. The Secret Service, for one. To cover a Clinton 
event, a reporter needs to show up hours early. The press schedule even refers 
to a "lock-down" time after which no reporter will be admitted for any reason. 
Kept behind ropes and barricades, the press corps laps up maybe 15 minutes of 
talk, then tries - usually to no avail - to get close enough to the first lady 
to shout a question or two. The big excitement last week came when she deigned 
to answer a series of five or six questions about her political plans. An 
unusually polite crowd of reporters asked her first about a meeting she'd held 

There's a new poll every week - Clinton's leading, Clinton and Giuliani are 
tied, Clinton's edging up again.

Clinton's out there raising money for Democrats, rubbing elbows with big-time 
party donors, spending her days with African Americans, Jews and women - 
especially women. Giuliani's political committee has a website called 
Hillaryno.com that raises money for Friends of Giuliani. At a speech at Hofstra 
University last week, Clinton apologized for the failures of her 1994 health 
care plan - one of the issues, polls show, that's uppermost on the minds of New 
Yorkers mulling support for a Clinton Senate candidacy. Addressing a negative 
like that early is a favorite tactic of political candidates. Giuliani pushed 
school vouchers at his budget address Thursday - that's an issue that likely 
plays better in Rochester than in Rosedale.

Copyright 1999 Newsday, Inc.
Newsday (New York, NY)

CALL IT the virtual campaign. On the left, there's Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
traveling to New York on first lady business, of course, but just happening to 
hit every Democratic constituency from Syosset to Niagara Falls. On the right, 
there's New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, spending more time in Wyoming 
County than in Jackson Heights. But neither of them has "made up their minds" 
about running for U.S. Senate.

BYLINE: Andrea Bernstein. Andrea Bernstein covers politics for the New York 
Observer and WNYC radio.
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OK, so we learned a few things this week. The death penalty? She's for it.

Clinton is taking a page from her husband's playbook - governing by 
controlling information. Events are staged, and reporters have little choice but 
to take what they're given, or get no news at all. Her likely opponent, 
Giuliani, is little better - his aides routinely answer as few substantive 
questions as possible, deny freedom of information requests, and fail to respond 
at all to reporters they consider unfriendly. In fact, his former deputy mayor, 
Randy Mastro, told a Columbia Journalism School forum earlier this year that 
Giuliani's model in press relations was Bill Clinton himself. There are real 
problems with all of this. For instance, had the public been more conversant 
with the make-up and the tactics of the NYPD Street Crime Unit, it might not 
have taken a tragedy to begin a public debate about whether this is the way New 
Yorkers want to fight crime.

organizing aid for Kosovar Albanian refugees. When the inevitable question came 
about whether she'd made up her mind about a Senate run, she inexplicably 
giggled. Then, for the next 13 stops, it was distance as usual. No questions.

What's wrong with this picture? Plenty. Hillary Rodham Clinton wants to be 
our senator - maybe - but she's not a New Yorker. Don't we deserve some time to 
get to know her really, really well? Some people think we know her too well - 
and certainly we know more about her husband's sex life than we ever wanted to. 
We also know that she may or may not have been involved in some sort of 
unwholesome land deal in Arkansas. That she failed miserably at putting together 
a national health plan. That she believes in a vast right-wing conspiracy.

But on policy questions, she remains fuzzy and out of focus. Does she favor 
sending ground troops into Kosovo? That was one of the shouted questions she 
simply smiled at last week while exiting a 10th floor room at the United States 
Mission to the United Nations. Does she support campaign finance reform? What 
about the Second Avenue Subway? East Side Access for the LIRR? Which would she 
make a priority? Is she opposed to so-called partial-birth abortion? How about 
gay m arriage? These are things we need to know about our U.S. senator - yet 
Clinton has no voting record, and the only time she ever strayed from a position 
of her husband's - on the question of a Palestinian state - she was quickly 
muzzled.

For that reason, they'll both likely string out this interim period for as 
long as possible. OK, say Clinton does announce she's in by July - won't that be 
early enough? Won't the attention this race will get - for more than a year - 
allow us to learn all we need about Hillary Clinton's positions, not to mention

Neither Clinton can make the same claim. Both Giuliani and Hillary Clinton no 
doubt want the perks of a candidacy, such as positive press attention and donor 
enthusiasm, without the negatives, such as a constant stream of media scrutiny 
on questions ranging from campaign contributions to inconsistencies in past 
positions. And that's to say nothing, of course, about the barbs of an opponent.

School vouchers? Against 'em. The press corps, so reduced are we, gobbles up 
each of these bones like they were filet mignon. We have to. You learn so little 
from 80 feet away.

Still, Giuliani is available, almost every day, to answer reporters' 
questions.
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GRAPHIC: 1) Photo - Andrea Bernstein. 2) Newsday Photo / Don Jacobsen - 
Hillary Clinton plays it coy at a New York school last week.

Rudy Giuliani's? Maybe. Clinton will still be first lady, and the Secret Service 
won't go away. She'll be used to the kind of campaigning her husband does - huge 
events where the press is kept far, far at bay.

In California, where some tiny fraction of one percent of television news is 
devoted to political campaigns, candidates have the luxury of speaking directly 
to the voters through television advertisements, produced by pricey consultants, 
and hardly have to worry about the press at all. They say what they want, or 
they say nothing. If Giuliani and Clinton have their way, New Yorkers will be 
subject to the same fate. That's the advantage - for the candidates - of a 
virtual campaign.
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Now, they say, she must figure out a way.

Copyright 1999 The Buffalo News 
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After all the advice, counsel and opinion, her closest New York associates 
say it all boils down to a decision she must make in her own mind.

* Two days of appearances throughout New York City and Long Island earlier in 
the week, followed by her Thursday speech before 3,000 teachers at the New York 
State United Teachers convention.

That means devising some path allowing her to fulfill her White House duties 
over the remainder of her husband's term, while devoting the necessary time to 
campaigning and raising the millions of dollars needed to finance a statewide 
contest.

"I believe Hillary Clinton really wants to run and really believes she can 
win," Mayor Masiello said Friday after evaluating pros and cons with the first 
lady and others in Niagara Falls on Thursday. "But she's not there yet."

While "officially" performing White House duties at every stop, it's the 
spectacle of a sitting first lady campaigning for such a high-profile post that 
attracts the national press and sets political junkies drooling. And her recent 
itinerary puts no damper on that speculation, including:

"It's clear to me she wants to do this; she's very, very attracted to the 
challenge," said state Democratic Chairwoman Judith Hope. "The question she asks 
herself is about finding a valid way to do it."

Mrs. Clinton, who in February acknowledged she is exploring the possibility 
of running for the seat to be vacated by the retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan in 2000, has substantially ratcheted up her New York presence in recent 
days. That has raised speculation to a fever pitch, resulting in hordes of 
national press trailing her around the state and dozens of phone calls and 
meetings with New York's Democratic brain trust.

BODY:
After Hillary Rodham Clinton made three days of campaign-style appearances 

and back room political discussions throughout New York this week, the state's 
top Democrats are convinced the first lady wants to run for the U.S. Senate next 
year.
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In the meantime, Pigeon said, the "campaign" has entered its most critical 
phase as far as Mrs. Clinton is concerned.

It is that concern, say those around her, posing the biggest obstacle to a 
Senate run. With talk of a trip to the Balkans in the near future, discussions 
about other ventures abroad, and the packed schedule surrounding her first lady 
duties -- her associates say the questions are valid ones. And they are 
complicated by the fact that nobody has ever faced such a unique dilemma before.

Pigeon, the Democratic chairman, says Mrs. Clinton's silent campaign has now 
entered a new phase. The "wow factor" of a first lady running for office is now 
beginning to wear off. He joins others in saying Mrs. Clinton should send some 
kind fo signals soon -- most officials are saying by June.

LaFalce, a long time associate of President and Mrs. Clinton who traveled 
with the first lady to Niagara Falls on Thursday, said he truly believes he does 
not yet know what choice she will make. Like Ms. Hope and Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver -- other confidantes in her decision-making process -he puts the 
chances at "50-50."

* A one-hour meeting in Niagara Falls late Thursday that included Masiello, 
Rep. John J. LaFalce, Deputy Assembly Speaker Arthur 0. Eve, Erie County 
Democratic Chairman G. Steven Pigeon, as well as separate meetings with Niagara 
County officials.

There are other downsides. Many point to the slings and arrows guaranteed to 
fly in such a high profile campaign. Others say the first lady must be willing 
to accept the pain of defeat, while still others indicate her position allows 
her to make contributions on her own terms.

And even her closest supporters worry about a "carpetbagger" image for a New 
York candidate who hails from Illinois and who spent most of her life in 
Arkansas, though many dismiss the issue's impact.

* A continuing lead in the polls over potential rival Rudolph W. Giuliani, 
the Republican mayor of New York. The latest Quinnipiac College poll released 
Thursday shows her leading Giuliani 49-42 percent.

"She loves the idea of being part of the U.S. Senate and being an influence 
for good," he said. "But she's aware of the residency problem, and very 
concerned bout being a representative for New York State while fulfilling the 
duties of the White House."

* Her first openly political event -- a state Democratic Party dinner -set 
for Manhattan Thursday, plus another Buffalo visit, this one slated for May 7 in 
conjunction with a national series of labor round-tables on the economy 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO.
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Clinton began by cautioning against the urge to point fingers in the wake of 
the horrors in Littleton, but she then proceeded to do just that. Her rhetoric 
about guns and money was not particularly surprising, echoing as it did the 
themes in her best-selling book about child-rearing, "It Takes a Village." But 
Clinton also lashed out at violent images in the media, repeating themes of 
Republican presidential nominee Robert J. Dole's attack on Hollywood during the 
1996 campaign. She was particularly tough on video games that "you win based on 
how many people you kill," describing them as military training for
impressionable minds.

The first lady's speech to the politically influential New York State United 
Teachers had a bit of a campaign aura, and she has spent three days in New York 
just this week, but Clinton did not refer to her possible race for Senate. 
Instead, she unleashed a blizzard of proposals designed to prevent similar 
tragedies: more money for school counselors and social workers, tougher 
penalties for children who use guns and the adults whose guns fall into their 
hands, more resources for child care and after-school programs, an anti-violence 
hotline in every community, and a national debate about violence in the media.

In an unusually forceful response to the Colorado school shooting, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton tonight called for stricter controls on guns and violent media 
images in a speech to the statewide teachers union, denouncing "the culture of 
violence that infects the lives of our children."

"We have to be willing to talk about the culture of violence that infects the 
lives of our children," she said. "The constant exposure to violence on TV, in 
the movies, on video games, in music -- there's much too much evidence that 
children get desensitized. . . . There's so much of it. We're awash in it."

'Culture of Violence'
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Hillary Rodham Clinton holds up a U.S. government booklet on safe schools as 
she addresses a New York teachers union last night in Niagara Falls.

"We need to stand up and say what needs to be said about guns and firearms," 
she said. "Why on earth would we permit any young person access to the firearms 
those two young men brought into that school?"

It is not clear how the killers in Colorado got their guns, but she also 
criticized the gun lobby, blaming the disaster at least in part on the wide 
availability of firearms in America.

Still, Clinton took advantage of her friendly crowd tonight, winning applause 
with her emphasis on several traditional Democratic issues: support for teachers 
unions, opposition to school vouchers and increased resources for social 
services.

Clinton acknowledged that any crackdown on media violence would raise First 
Amendment issues, but she suggested that America needs far more than the 
"V-chips" that parents can use to screen out violent shows.

"We are going to have to do some serious thinking in this country about how 
we can take more control over what our children see and experience," she said. 
"We can no longer shut our eyes to the impact the media is having on all our 
children, and the potentially violent impact it is having on some of them."

In recent weeks, the yes-or-no speculation about Clinton's possible Senate 
race has been tilting toward yes; the state Democratic Party announced today 
that the first lady will attend its annual dinner on Thursday, and Clinton met 
with several local Democratic leaders before her speech. A statewide Quinnipiac 
College poll released today gave Clinton a 49 percent to 41 percent advantage in 
a race against New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, a slight increase over a few 
weeks ago, but her advisers say she has not made up her mind.
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"She goes to a Democratic dinner like that, she may as well announce," one 
adviser, speaking on condition of anonymity, said last week when word was 
spreading from supporters that she wouldn't attend the party dinner.

Asked Thursday if the change in plans was a sign of increased interest in the 
Senate race, first lady spokeswoman Marsha Berry said Thursday that "whenever 
she goes to New York it gets a lot of attention and piques people's interest and 
I can certainly see why that happens."

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

Nonetheless, Hope also said, "this is another sign of the first lady's 
commitment to winning the New York Senate race in 2000."

The New York City dinner will be the first major political event in the state 
for the first lady since she announced in February she was considering running 
for the Senate seat being vacated next year by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

State Democratic Chairwoman Judith Hope said it could be a mistake to read 
too much into the decision. Hope said it is part of the job of the first lady to 
help state parties raise money.

Word of the schedule change came as an independent pollster said the first 
lady's event-packed foray into New York this week may have halted a slide in her 
poll numbers.

The Clinton camp has, in fact, been careful to keep her largely away from 
overtly political events in New York and focus instead on what can be presented 
as non-partisan attractions.

BODY:
Potential Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton, in a turnabout certain to 

increase speculation that she intends to run, has decided to attend a major 
state Democratic Party fund-raising dinner next week.
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The latest statewide Quinnipiac poll, released Thursday, had Mrs. Clinton 
favored by 49 percent of voters questioned to 41 percent for New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, a possible Republican opponent. Both are considering the race.

Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac College Polling Institute, said 
her travels seem to have breathed "new life" into her poll numbers.

The latest telephone poll of 1,128 registered voters was conducted April 
14-20 and has a margin of error or plus or minus 3 percentage points.

After numerous campaign-style stops in New York City and on Long Island on 
Monday and Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton headed for Niagara Falls on Thursday for a 
speech to a politically powerful teachers' union.

In fact, one top New York Democratic operative, who has long maintained that 
Mrs. Clinton would not run for the Senate seat, said Thursday that her decision 
to attend the party dinner "moves me a lot" toward believing she will run. The 
operative asked not to be indentified.

Tickets to the Democratic dinner next Thursday cost $ 150 each. There is also 
a $ 1,000-a-person private reception. Proceeds go to the state party.

A Quinnipiac poll released Feb. 23, a week after the first lady first said 
she was considering the race, had Mrs. Clinton leading the mayor, 54 percent to 
36 percent. A March 23 Quinnipiac poll showed her still leading Giuliani, but 
only by 50 percent to 39 percent. A follow-up poll from the Hamden, Conn.-based 
institute released a week ago, had Mrs. Clinton at 47 percent and Giuliani at 42 
percent.
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"We can see even now that in the face of this terrible tragedy, people are 
not helpless or hopeless," she said.

"All you have to do is look at the people of Littleton to remind ourselves 
how fundamentally good our country is," she said, referring to the blood donors, 
clergy and volunteer counselors lining up to help a devastated community cope 
with the loss of students and a teacher.

She said Littleton has proved that no community is immune to such violence, 
and every aspect of society must now face up to the responsibility of doing 
everything possible to prevent future tragedies.

Mrs. Clinton, followed to Niagara Falls by a horde of national reporters 
paying close attention to her interest in succeeding Daniel Patrick Moynihan in 
the U.S. Senate next year, made no references to that possibility in her
40-minute address.

Instead she called on teachers, whose union presented her its Albert
Shanker Memorial Award, to join with her and President Clinton in providing the

Mrs. Clinton, addressing the state convention of the New York State United 
Teachers in the Niagara Falls Convention and Civic Center, said a "culture of 
violence" that glorifies death, as well as easy access to guns and explosives 
all combined this week to spell tragedy in Littleton, where two "outcasts" 
murdered fellow students and a teacher in a shooting spree.

Copyright 1999 The Buffalo News 
The Buffalo News

"I believe, as I said in my book, that it takes a village to raise a child," 
she said, "because all of us should take responsibility for raising our own 
children. Nothing can overtake parental responsibility, but children are 
influenced by all that goes on around them."

BODY:
Casting aside for the moment her possible political aspirations, first lady 

Hillary Rodham Clinton told the state's teachers meeting here Thursday that 
there is much good in American children despite this week's tragic events in 
Colorado and challenged them to join with government to enact safeguards against 
the kind of violence claiming dozens of young lives over the past two years.
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Ms. Hope, one of Mrs. Clinton's closest confidantes during this 
decision-making process, said she still believes there is a 50-50 chance that 
she will pursue a Senate candidacy.

"We have to do some serious thinking in our country about how we can take 
more control over what our children see and experience."

Specifically, she suggested that there must be ways for students to make 
anonymous referrals so teachers can be aware of problems and that as many 
resources devoted to physical health should be devoted to mental health.

Since the enactment of the Brady Law during the Clinton administration, she 
said, 250,000 "felons, fugitives and stalkers" have been denied handguns.

"Why on earth do we permit any young person to have access to the kind of 
firearms these two young men brought into that school?" she said. "Some will 
argue against the need for senseless gun control, but we can see the results."

She met briefly with State Democratic Chairwoman Judith Hope and was expected 
to meet with regional political leaders such as County Executive Gorski, Mayor 
Masiello, Rep. John LaFalce and the Democratic chairmen from Erie and Niagara 
counties.

Mrs. Clinton captivated her audience when she talked about the underlying 
causes of teens using guns to kill other teens. And she challenged teachers and 
all Americans to begin asking some fundamental questions.

"We have to be willing to talk about the culture of violence affecting the 
lives of our children," she said. "We can no longer argue that constant exposure 
to violence on television, in the movies, in video games and in music does not 
have an effect on the way children see themselves and others.

Mrs. Clinton was greeted by several anti-abortion pickets outside the 
convention facility.

necessary resources for early-warning programs in schools to help identify 
problem students.

"Communities and school systems have to be more willing to provide support 
and resources (so) when the alarm bells go off in your heads you have somebody 
to turn to," she said. "I hope we can begin to focus on that."

"It's clear to me that she wants to do this, though that's not meant to say 
she will," Ms. Hope said. "She is driven by a deep commitment to public policy. 
She's a person who wants her life to make a difference. The question she's 
asking herself is if it is a valid way to do it."

But she saved her strongest criticism for a culture fascinated with guns and 
the violence accompanying them, pointing out that too many mass killings in too 
many towns with names like Littleton and Springfield and Paducah prove that a 
problem exists.

GRAPHIC: Photos by MARK MULVILLE/Buffalo News; "We can no longer argue that 
constant exposure to violence on television, in the movies, in video games and 
in music does not have an effect." Hillary Rodham Clinton, speaking in Niagara
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Falls.; First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton holds a Steuben apple presented to her 
by the New York State United Teachers as she shakes hands with union President 
Thomas Hobart Jr. at the podium Thursday evening. (S-Tier).
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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State Democratic Party Chairwoman Judith Hope said she was "thrilled" Mrs.

The first lady said she had planned to speak about strides in education, but 
altered her remarks after the massacre at Columbine High School in Littleton, 
Colo, on Tuesday that left 15 dead.

In Thursday night's speech before the state's largest teachers' union, Mrs. 
Clinton said the nation must tighten its gun laws and provide more psychological 
support services for troubled youths.

HEADLINE: First lady calls for attack on "culture of violence" in wake of school 
shooting

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

"No school security system can keep society out of the school house door," 
Mrs. Clinton said to rousing applause from teachers waving small American flags 
at the Niagara Falls Convention Center. "We can no longer shut our eyes to the 
impact the media is having on all of our children and on the potentially violent 
impact it is having on some."

She made no references to the state's Senate race she may enter, but her 
comments - sketching a broad plan to combat school violence - had the ring of a 
stump speech.

"We also need to stand up and say what needs to be said about guns and 
firearms and bombs," she said.

And she'll be back in the state she may call home in days. Mrs. Clinton will 
attend a major state Democratic Party fund-raising dinner next week in New York 
City, an invitation she had initially declined. Her change of plans could signal 
a stepped-up interest in the Senate race.

BODY:
Calling for a war on the "culture of violence infecting the lives of our 

children" Hillary Rodham Clinton put the wraps on a swing through New York that 
has convinced some she is more serious than ever about running for the Senate.
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Mrs. Clinton's appearances seemed to breathe life into her poll numbers. A 
Quinnipiac College survey released Thursday found Mrs. Clinton favored by 49 
percent of voters to 41 percent for New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, a 
potential Republican opponent.

Mrs. Clinton arrived in Niagara Falls as anti-abortion protesters continued a 
week-long vigil in nearby Buffalo. The clinic of slain abortion provider Dr. 
Barnett Slepian, fatally shot by a sniper at his suburban home last fall, was 
among those being picketed.

On Wednesday, Giuliani was endorsed by three prominent GOP senators in 
Washington, including Arizona's John McCain. Like Mrs. Clinton, Giuliani has not 
yet said whether he will run for the Senate seat.

Some 2,000 teachers attended the convention Thursday in the "Honeymoon 
Capital of the World." Attendance is always high at the convention but received 
a boost due to Mrs. Clinton's appearance. The union gave her an award named 
after union activist Albert Shanker.

The Niagara Falls stop came after a whirlwind of candidate-like appearances 
on Monday and Tuesday in New York City and on Long Island. There, she toured 
schools and parks and headlined fund raisers.

"She loves New York," a beaming Hope said Thursday night.
The dinner will be Mrs. Clinton's first major political event in New York 

since she announced in February that she was considering running for the Senate 
seat being vacated next year by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The first lady 
is expected to make a decision on the 2000 race sometime this summer.
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Clintons welcome thousands
for annual Easter egg roll
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The Clintons sought to use the event to 
promote reading, and a host of officials and 
celebrities were on hand to read aloud to 
the children, including actress Jamie Lee 
Curtis and Attorney General Janet Reno.

Miss Curtis, who appeared movies such 
as “A Fish Called Wanda" and "TYue Lies." 
was to read aloud her own children’s book, 
“Tbday I Feel Silly, and Other Moods That 
Make My Day.” Miss Reno was to read from 
“Janet, Queen of the Bunny Planet.”

Lucy Hayes, the wife of President Ruth­
erford B. Hayes, brought the children to the 
White House after Congress banished them 
from the Capitol grounds in 1878 because 
of the nuisance.

The event has been held at the White 
House ever since except during World War 
I and World War II, when it was moved to 
the National Zoo and other sites in Washing- 
-ton.

Mr Clinton made a brief reference to the 
conflict in Kosovo. The North Atlantic 
TYeaty Organization has been bombing 
Yugoslavia for 13 days in an effort to stop a 
Serbian offensive against ethnic Albanians 
in the southern province of Kosovo.

“In this season of peace for us, I know all 
of us will send our thoughts and prayers to 
our men and women in uniform in Kosovo 
and our prayers and best wishes to the 
many thousands of refugees that have been 
generated by that terrible conflict,” Mr. 
Clinton said.

.

REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

Thousands of children joined the annual 
White House Easter Egg Roll yesterday, 
using spoons to nudge colored eggs across 
the mansion’s rain-soaked South Lawn in a 
121-year-old tradition.

"On your mark, get ready, set. go!" Pres­
ident Clinton called out, then loudly blew a 
whistle and threw his head back and 
laughed as the children began scurrying 
across the lawn on a cool, breezy day.

Mr. Clinton and first lady Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton launched the event, with the 
president shaking hands enthusiastically 
with a volunteer dressed in a bunny cos­
tume complete with gold-rimmed glasses.

About 30,000 children and their families 
were expected at the Egg Roll, some of 
them lining up before dawn to get tickets at 
7 a.m. to gain access to the South Lawn.

The centerpiece of the event is a contest 
for children ages 3 to 6 to roll hard-boiled 
eggs dyed pink, green and blue across the 
lawn with oversized spoons

The White House chef dyes 7,200 eggs 
for that event and an additional 2,500 eggs 
are boiled for egg-decorating activities that 
are scattered across the South Lawn, still 
wet from heavy rains on Sunday night.

Some 25,000 wooden eggs are distributed 
at the event, each one decorated with a sil­
houette of the White House with children 
playing on the lawn and marked with the 
signatures of the president and first lady.
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Ali Eagen, 2. of Fairfax scurries across the South Lawn during the Easter Egg Roll. 
About 30,000 visitors were expected, some of them lining up before dawn to get tickets.
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Children Crowd White House Lawn for Annual Easter Egg Roll
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since 1878.
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Reuters

President Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton acknowledge the crowd at Monday’s annual Eas­
ter egg roll at the White House. The Easter egg roll, begun in the mid-19th century on the Capitol 
grounds, has been held on the South Lawn of the White House
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Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
greeted the crowd of an estimated 
30,000 people.

The president urged families to 
pray for troops and refugees in­
volved in the Balkan crisis. He 
also thanked volunteers and the 
White House staff for dyeing 
7.200 eggs for the event.

"That’s more than we ask them 
to prepare for a state dinner," 
joked Clinton, who wore a navy 
tie decorated with Easter eggs.

Then, with children poised .it 
starting lines, the president 
shouted. “On your mark, ready, 
set, go!"

The egg roll has been an Ameri­
can tradition since the mid-19th 
century. The celebration took 
place on the Capitol grounds until 
1878, when it was moved to the 
W hite House by Lucy Hayes, wife 
of President Hayes.

Drizzle and a chilly breeze 
dampened the start of this year’s 
event, but by noon, the sun had 
poked through, and skies were a 
picture-perfect blue.

Cameras and camcorders were 
everywhere. Children were photo­
graphed in front of the White 
House, stuffing their mouths with 
candy, dancing to music, rolling in 
the green grass and listening to 
stories.
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From Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Alexander 
Hamilton was eager to compete in 
the Easter egg roll at the White 
House. When the whistle blew, 
the 3-year-o)d inched his egg for­
ward with a plastic spoon. Then 
he froze in his tracks and 
frowned.

Adult-size bunnies scampering 
across the South Lawn, noisy chil­
dren rolling eggs, dads with cam­
eras, the Manne Band—it was all 
too overwhelming for the tyke 
from Round Hill, Va.

“I don't like that game," said 
Alexander, who stood at that mo­
ment closer to the White House 
than his famous namesake ever 
did.

Young Alexander defiantly 
crossed hs arms and refused to 
budge his egg. His mother. Nora 
Hamilton, finished the job.

"Come on,” she whispered. 
“Let’s see what the bunnies look 
like."

Dads pushing strollers, moms 
wearing fuzzy pink bunny ears 
and children toting Easter bas­
kets showed up Monday at the 
White House for the annual Eas­
ter egg roll. Standing on a stagi- 
decorated with brightly colored 
tulips. President Clinton and First
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Kids go eggs-static over the guest of honor

By Ron EdmoraM M>

Bunny hugs: An adult-sized Easter bunny greets visitors during the annu­
al Eastei egg ran on the White House grounds Monday. Tlie president and 
first lady greeted participants on the South Lawn earlier.
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Flying Eggs and Fun, Rolled Into One
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he volunteer had just sounded 
the starting whistle when the 
hard-boiled egg being shoveled 

by Tanner Ellis, 10, went airborne, 
whizzing past the finish line and the 
head of Joy Henry.

Henry ducked, but bits of the 
egg—damaged at launch—sprayed her 
4-year-old son, Donovan. The pink 
projectile continued its brief flight, 
soaring against a backdrop of green 
grass, blue sky and the columns of the 
south portico of the White House.

Henry, from Oxon Hill, wiped her 
son's face and laughed. “I haven't had 
a chance to go around,” she said. “I’m 
watching out for flying eggs.”

Seldom do the eggs actually “roll” 
at the annual White House Easter Egg 
Roll. But yesterday, after a night of 
showers had soaked the matted, 
coarse grass, rolling gave way to even 
more flinging than usual.

Yet the sodden turf seemed the 
only part of the regular Easter 
Monday fest that was affected by the 
weather. A dawn that greeted 
thousands of wet and shivering 
people waiting in line, some of whom 
had arrived just after midnight to get 
tickets, gave way by 10 a.m. to clear 
skies and warming sun.

Tens of thousands of children 
surged through the gates onto the 
sloping South Lawn of the White 
House to roll—or propel—eggs.

listen to stories, take computer tours 
of the executive mansion, watch skits, 
draw, meet simulated former 
presidents, have their pictures taken, 
and get hollered at by their parents in 
various languages.

The lawn became a tapestry of 
tandem strollers, purple cherry

blossoms, untied sneakers, and dads 
on cellular phones. The air rang with 
the sound of beepers, banjos and 
military bands playing Sousa.

Folks had come from Pocatello, 
Idaho, and Poughkeepsie, N.Y., from 
Cary, N.C., and New Berlin, Wis., to 
roll and decorate the estimated

■s’

By Michael E. Ruane 
ITashington Post Staff V'nter

10,000 eggs boiled for the event.
Some had come for the first time; 

others were making an annual visit. 
Some, from nearby, came because the 
event was free and local; others 
because it was held on a hallowed piece
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Annual Easter Event !
Delights Thousands I
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BY RSCK BOWMER-THE WASHINGTON POST 

Emilia Halvorsen, 1, of Baltimore, left, and Megan Lee, 2, off McLean, display their baskets at the White House Easter Egg Roll.
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Revelers at White House Egg Roll Join the Tapestry of Tradition
EGGS, from Bl
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Volunteer Pearl Blacksin wean her bunny 
ears while helping with the White House 
Easter Egg Roll.

4

*

£ f

- Isabel Klein, of Middletown. N.Y^ 

on the struggles in Kosovo

we have here and the goodness of clothing 
and food whenever we want it. That’s an 
incredible contrast.”

As the day went on, children frolicked, 
listened to stories and wrote thoughtful

0 *

\ ji

of American real estate in a town the folks
hack home thought was like fantasyland.

Some had the world’s dire events on their
minds, as did President Clinton, who
opened the festivities with a remembrance
of those serving and suffering in Kosovo
during “this season of peace.”

But mostly, as the sun drove away the
damp chill it was a day for kaving the
world s troubles outside the White House’s
black metal fence.

“We re from Idaho,” said Tracy Ellis,
who had brought her three children. Tan- I
ner, 10, Taylor, 11, and Talmage. 8, to
Washington to see the famed egg roll “W’e
felt that it was important for the children to
have the opportunity to share with their
children someday.”

“We wanted to be on the property. We
fed it is a real honor to be here. With
everything that’s going on in the nation, and
everything that’s been going on, we are still
really proud of what our country's done for
us. We are proud of our government...
We are proud to be who we are.”

Plus, she said, Washington, to outsiders,
is slightly unreal To us, it’s almost so far
away that it doesn’t really’ happen. It isn’t
really a real place." Their snapshots, they
said with a laugh, would prove they were
actually here.

Yet even as the day unfolded to giant
Easter bunnies and an eccentric work ot
lawn art that resembled a giant bird’s nest
and was titled the “Nest of Life," the world
beyond W'ashington was not forgtitten.

It’s tough out there,” Isabel Klein, of [
Middletown, N.Y., said of the world, and of
Kosovo in particular. She had come to the With the matted, coarse grass soaked by showers, children did less rolling and a lot more flinging to get the eggs underway, 
egg rod with her disabled daughter, Jenna.
13, and two friends.

"People are suffering. You come to
events like this and you think, “Wow.’ You
think about those people out there, not
having anything to eat being in colder
weather than we have here, no adequate letters to the Resident in a “Dear Mr.
clothing, they were just thrown out of their President” tent Vanessa Biyo, 10, of Silver
homes.... Here, enjoying the freedom tiuit Spring, wrote in turquoise marker of her
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wishes for peace, love, and money for 
college.

Yet with all the organized games and 
costumed cartoon characters, the children 
who seemed to he having the most fun were 
the ones rolling down a slope in the lawn.

Gradually’, the young, and their parents, 
began to fade. One weary little girl

b.

< -
><s<«

-

'-^1

■

4

X 1
r?*. - * Jfc? ' j
BL . ^rd

: 5"

People are suffering.

You come to events like

screamed and buried her head in the comer of his father. Shelton Fersner. Fersner, of 
of an exhibit .Another yelled, “Nooooo!” to Largo, was en route to the festival’s egg- 
her father's suggestion that they’ go see painting station.
where the president lived. This is excellent" Fersner said, as he

But near the end of the afternoon, Jared cautioned Jared not to hang the eggs
Shelton Ables, 3, clad all in denim and together.
clutching one pure white e©; in each hand. This is a perfect day. Perfect God has 
was riding comfortably atop the shoulders blessed this day."
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A Year of Pros For Poetry
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most didn't. That began to change 
with Joseph Brodsky in 1991, accel­
erated with Rita Dove in 1993, and 
continued with Robert Hass in 1995. 
They traveled up and down the 
country, talking to schools and cor­
porations, headlining readings and 
festivals. It proved tiring for most; 
Dove was briefly hospitalized twice 
for exhaustion during her tenure.

The three new consultants—by 
law there can be only one laureate— 
are designed to help ease the load a 
bit during the bicentennial and mil­
lennium festivities. ‘This is a way of 
not exhausting one person too 
much,” says Dove, conceding that

■

1

sented to the library to serve as a 
permanent snapshot of literary in­
terest on the cusp of the millennium. 
At that time, the library' will hold a 
major conference on “Poetry and the 
American People.’’

The position of laureate was origi­
nally called the consultant in poetry. 
The first was Joseph Auslander, 
who got an open-ended appointment 
in 1937 even though his poems were 
generally despised. Archibald Mac- 
Leish, for instance, wrote to Ezra 
Pound that “of him I know nothing 
good." and characterized his work in 
terms that can’t be repeated in a 
newspaper. When MacLeish be­
came Librarian of Congress in 1939. 
he made it his business to ease 
Auslander opt.

Succeeding consultants were 
much better poets: Robert Penn 
Warren, Robert Lowell Randall Jar­
rell, Elizabeth Bishop. Robert Frost. 
Most noted that the post was fa­
mously ill-defined. “You walk 
around so people can point to you 
and say, That’s him,’ ” James Dick­
ey, consultant from 1966 to '68, once 
said.

The position, which had its name 
changed to poet laureate by Con­
gress in 1985, usually involved giv­
ing a reading and doing a lecture, 
selecting other poets to come read, 
perhaps answering letters from 
hopeful versifiers, and being avail­
able for consultation that Congress 
almost never sought.

In other words, the poet, who was 
selected by the Librarian of Con­
gress, didn’t have to do much, and

Library of Congress Wednesday 
night. David Gewanter, an assistant 
professor of English at Georgetown 
and a fellow at the library, did the 
inviting. He sent letters to about 60 
people—members of Congress, the 
Supreme Court, District and Wliite 
House officials. Then, to reach non­
official Washington, he merely 
asked around.

“You’d be surprised how inter­
ested everyone was," Gewanter 
says. “We’re establishing a dramatic 
occasion for people to become aware 
of a cultural fact of .America, which is 
that people are carrying their favor­
ite poems around inside of them."

He ended with about two dozen 
readers, including an anthropolo­
gist, a lawyer, a taxi driver, maverick 
doctor Patch Adams, Del. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton and, the war permit­
ting, Secretary of Defense William 
Cohen. The poems they’ll read in­
clude work by Whitman, T.S. Eliot, 
John Berryman and Anne Sexton, as 
well as “Casey at the Bat." The 
best-selling poet in the country at 
this moment, Jewel, didn't make the 
cut.

“I have to say I’ve been impressed 
by the kind of invisible attachment 
to poetry that breaks stereotypes,” 
says Pinsky. “We're going to do an 
anthology, and in it poets like Eliza­
beth Bishop, Paul Celan, Wallace 
Stevens were picked by people with 
professions like U.S. Marine or 
salesman or chemist or barber.”

Next April, 1,000 audio and 200 
video recordings made at Favorite 
Poem events will be officially pre­

University of Toledo. Last weekend 
he was home again, but this morn­
ing he was scheduled to fly to 
Atlanta. He’ll be here on Wednesday 
for the Favorite Poem evening, then 
will go to New York for another 
public evening the following night. 
Saturday he’ll be in Mississippi, 
Sunday he flies to Cleveland. Is it 
w’orth it?

“When Fm waiting in line at the 
airport, perhaps not,” he says. “But 
when Fm at these events and see 
how much people enjoy them, defi­
nitely.”

FIE PHOTO,/BV FRANK JOHNSTON—THE WASHINGTON POST

Robert Pinsky, speaking with students at Johnson Junior High in Southeast in April with first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

what she will actually do is still a 
little unclear “but in a good way. 
Well get there and see what comes 
at us.”

The laureate position, which pays 
$35,000 a year and includes the help 
of exactly one assistant, is privately 
funded. The special consultants will 
be paid $20,000 each out of privately 
raised bicentennial funds.

Like his immediate predecessor. 
Pinsky is an activist laureate. Last 
week, for example, he started in 
Boston, went to Oklahoma City to 
visit a university class and then flew 
on to do the same thing at the

Favorite Poem Project, which he 
started shortly after taking the post. 
Die program’s basic notion is sim­
ple; Invite people from all walks of 
i ife up on a stage to read any poem of 
their choosing (provided they didn't 
write it) and briefly say why they 
like it

“The two original notions were, 
first, to recognize the considerable 
and vigorous life of poetry in the 
United States outside of any pro­
fessional microcosm,” says Pinsky, 
vho teaches in the'graduate creative 

writing program at Boston Universi­
ty. “The second notion was to affirm 
the physical nature of poetry—that 
it s not only an art of the mind and 
feelings, but also of the voice.”

A tiiird reason supplied itself after 
Pinsky had watched the first couple 
of events. “It turns out these are 

ood for communities. You have 
^ry 1 lifferent kinds of people from 

: e same town or city listening to 
■ae another respectfully, presenting 

■ Pings that they value and hearing 
what others value.”

1 here have now been more than 
100 Favorite Poem events around 
the country, although neither Pinsky 
nor anyone else knows the exact 
number. Interested parties figure 
out what to do from the Web site 
(uww.favoritepoem.org) and then 
go ahead. Tve heard about ones 
that people never told us about 
beforehand, and that’s great,” the 
poet says.

The next big event will be at the
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‘First Women’
Award: Noted author 
Gwendolyn Brooks (r) 
accepts the “First 
Women” Award from 
first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton during 
the National First 
Ladies Library Award 
ceremony in Wash­
ington, D.C., as Mary 
Regula, founder and 
president of the Library 
observes. Brooks is the 
first female Black 
American Pulitzer Prize 
winner for poetry.
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Young miniaturist’s egg
rolling to White House

BY PHYLLIS D. BRANDON Stanley especially enjoys palnt-
arkansas DEMOCtiAMAZErre historical homes on eggs, like

An egg hand-painted by Molly this one which features the Hanger
Stanley, 15, of Conway, will repre- House on Louisiana Street, built
sent Arkansas in the display of around 1B89. “I love the detailing ; 
eggs from all 50 states during the around the house and the obvious ‘
Easter season at the Clinton White love and attention to details that 1 
House. • .■ went into the construction of this •

Stanley was-chosen to paint home,1’ she said. “The heart- 1 
this year’s egg because she had shaped entrance, called a moon > 
won awards in an egg decorating gate arch, was what caught my at-
competition sponsored by the Egg tentioh and was the most fun to • 
Council at the Arkansas State paint" ‘
Fair. Each egg takes approximately '

The daughter of Cindy and Ron 12 hours to paint and is usually I
Stanley, Molly Stanley is a home- done from several photographs 1 
schooled student who began she has taken. I

painting when she was 9 years old. Stanley's first national award ;
She took lessons at Michael's in was for an evening gown of black I
North Little Rock and from her fa- and fuchsia wool crepe with bead- ’ 

‘ „ z- ther, who is also an artist ing she entered In the Make It !
Manas Damocra'-cazBitaiKAREN e. segrave she has painted various scenes Yourself With Wool contest in !

ricate detala of the Hanger House took Molty Stanley many hours of careful attention when she painted Its on eggs from wildlife to the Old Denver. She received B Pendleton > 
ness on an egg to be displayed during the Easter season al the White House. MUI in Nortel Little Rock College scholarship. !
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The A-List’s No. 1
Political Partiers

How Beth cmd Ron Dozoretz Made W dshin^lon Hieir \ eiy Own
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By Li.ovn Grove 
ll'.tsltington fVsl Sta/I II utrr

■hen mental health 
care tycoon Ronald 
Dozoretz askral Ills 
new wile if die 
wanted to attend 
the 1992 Democrat 

ic National Convention, her answer 
was brisk and unet|uivocal. "She said, 
‘No, 1 don't wanna go,’ ■* he recalls.

To lx* honest with you, I really 
wasn't too interested.” Beth Dozoretz. 
confirms. “I was completely apoliti­
cal. When we were first married, Ron 
would go to all these political func­
tions. but I complained—because I 
didn't /ike going to political func­
tions. They were boring.”

Hut in lh<‘ last six years, she has 
radically changed her tastes. Today 
she's the brand-new finance chairman 
of the Democratic National Commit 
tee—the first woman to hold the 
(tarty's chief fund raising post. It’s an 
unpaid but arduous job in which she 
ho|>es to gather up a staggering $1711 
million by November 2(MMt. Tlie 47- 
year-old Dozoretz, a former sports­
wear executive tram New York's 
rough-and tumble apparel industry, 
and her (xf-year-old third husband, a 
non practicing psychiatrist who owns 
a billion-dollar managed-care empire.

arc al the very lop of the political 
ziggurat.

Il anyone doubled the Dozorelzes' 
rank, all questions were removed last 
November when I’residcnt Clinton 
slood as godfather to their baby 
daughter, Melanne Ruse, anil partici 
paled with the first lady in an atten­
tion gelling ceremony—featuring a 
rabbi, an Indian swami and a Japa- 
nese mm—at I heir Wi-sley Heights 
mansion. I'he palatial Northwest 
Washington house was exptNisively,- 
miKMlcled after the Dozorelzes 
bought it lor a refxirted $4.25 million , 
last year from Michael and Ariaitna 
Huffington. (They lease the adjoininjf 
profierty for their (icrsonal staff.)

By many accounts, including the 
own. the Dozorelzes have becont., 
trusted intimates of the Clintons—4o 
say nothing ol Vice President anil 
l ipper Gore—trading dinner invita­
tions and golf dates and spending 
qualify lime together on Martha’s 
Vineyard and al Camp David.

"Beth has fxvn a good friend and 
supfiorter of Bill's and mine for mahy 
years." Hillary Rixlham Clinton said 
in a statement for this article. "Site 
has demonstrated her commitmentdip 
the Democratic Party time and again 
by working tirelessly on behalf of 
Ifeinocratic candidates. I am so
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Beth Dozoretz, 
the Friend Who Picks Up the Bill

DOZORETZ. From Cl The Envy of the Party

(hat evolved.... We’ve kept a very 
low profile and that’s what we like

flon’t want anything, 
tor anything.”

mean, how many housewives have 
staffs? She played golf with the 
president, and she took golf les­
sons so she could play with him. 
Her husband obviously is very, 
very wealthy, and this is some­
thing they set out to accomplish. 
And obviously they have.”

“That’s just ugly," Dozoretz re­
plies. “It’s untrue and unkind, but 1 
think it’s to be expected." She 
notes that she comes “from a fami­
ly of golfers" and enjoyed the game 
long before she met the president. 
“Maybe this comes up because a 
woman is getting some recogni­
tion. What’s the old saying? If you 
work hard as a woman, you're a 
bitch. If you work hard as a man, I 
don’t know what they say. but it’s 
different.”

“Politics is probably as tough a 
business as any, and the fund-rais­
ing side can be especially mean- 
spirited,” says Ari Swiller, who 
was director of the DNC’s large- 
contributor program when Dozo­
retz was co-chairman in 1994, so­
liciting in the $25.000-to-$ 100,000 
range. “Everyone wants a piece of 
the pie, everyone wants the lime­
light, and people talk behind each 
other’s backs."

Presidential confidant Terry 
McAuliffe, who headed up fund- 
raising for the DNC and later the 
Clinton reelection campaign, 
shows little patience for Dozo- 
retz's secondguessers: “Every­
body really ought to just stop this. 
She’s worked hard. She was noth­
ing but helpful to me when I was 
finance chair of the party. Beth has 
always been there, asking. ‘How 
can I help?”

Another friend, Kerry Kennedy 
Cuomo, cjaughter of the late Rob-

have a real warmth toward her," 
Wnfirms Ron. who zips around in 
his very own $17 million Citation 
X business jet, the world's fastest 
■private aircraft, cruising at 600 
faph. “It’s just one of those things

to do. We’ve had them over for 
dinner quietly. It’s a social friend­
ship. We don’t need anything. We 

.We don’t ask

> He adds that the Clintons’ tra­
vails and humiliations of the past 
year have only deepened their 
friendship with the first family. 
Tye been very, very worried about 
them, very caring about them,” he 
says, sounding much like the psy­
chotherapist he was until the 
1989s. “We feel their anguish. I’m 
not into the right-and-wrong of it. 
We’re very sensitive to their feel­
ings. We have dinner with them 
and Chelsea. We know Chelsea. 
And we've tried to just be there for 
them—call up and say. ‘Hi, how 
are you—we’re here.’ ”

Ron Dozoretz, a former Navy 
doctor, has long been an ardent

activist, both as a Republican and a 
Democrat, and once staged an 
abortive candidacy for the U.S. 
Senate from Virginia. A supporter 
of Ronald Reagan (and. before 
Clinton's 1992 juggernaut, George 
Bush), he spent a weekend last 
September quail hunting in Texas 
with the former president’s son 
Gov. George W. Bush.

“I never shot; I just walked and 
rorle in the Jeep with him.” says 
Dozoretz, who knows Bush 
through the Republican Governors 
Association, a group he finds it 
useful to help, given his wide 
business interests in GOP-led 
states. “I happened to stay in the 
same house with him, had dinner 
ami breakfast with him and his 
wife. But I told him that Jews don’t 
take up arms against quail." (Nor 
will Dozoretz support Bush for 
president; his allegiance, like his 
wife's, is to Gore.)

Dozoretz boasts among his 
more surprising friends his Tide­
water neighbor Pat Robertson, 
founder of the Christian Coalition 
and the Christian Broadcasting 
Network. “Ron is an extraordinari­
ly able businessman,” Robertson 
gushes. “We differ on politics, but 1 
consider him a good friend. ... 
Beth is just an absolutely charming 
person, very beautiful, and I'm sure 
she’s quite a popular hostess up 
there in Washington."

Beth—who appears less a host­
ess than a businesswoman, favor 
ing understated dark pantsuits “off 
the rack and hopefully on sale," she 
says—dates her political passion 
to that grudging pilgrimage 6Mi 
years ago to the convention al 
Madison Square Garden. She de­
scribes a near-religious epiphany 
over Hillary Clinton.

“On her way to the podium she 
had to walk by where 1 was sit­
ting.” Dozoretz recounts. “She was 
looking around, smiling, and I flat­
tered myself to think that our eyes 
met And 1 blurted something out 
like, ‘1 just think you’re fabulous!’ 
And I felt like she looked at me and 
said. Thank you!’ with her big, 
beautiful smile.

“And that,” site goes on. “was 
kind of it!"

pleased that the DNC is recogniz­
ing Beth by naming her the com­
mittee’s finance chairman. I know 
she will do a fantastic job.”

Depending on who’s talking, the 
Dozoretzes’ vertiginous climb of 
Mount Washington is either a case 
study of wealth, ambition and 
charm in the service of social 
summitry, or an exemplar of 
public-spirited idealism and elbow 
grease.

They mover! here in 1993 from 
Norfolk, the headquarters of FHC 
(for First Hospital Corp.) Health 
Systems, a private conqiany of 
which Ron owns 80 percent. It’s 
the corporate umbrella for dozens 
of managed-care companies that 
employ 7,090 staffers in nearly 
every state and Puerto Rico—un­
der lucrative government and com­
mercial contracts to administer 
psychotherapy, drug rehabilitation 
and other “behavior care" for near­
ly 24 million clients.

Initially the Dozoretzes occu­
pied a lavish Georgetown apart­
ment overlooking the Potomac, 
perfect for glittering receptions. 
Beth soon established herself as 
one of the Democrats' premier 
fond raisers, while Ron lent moral 
and financial support and served as 
a'presidential appointee on the 
Kennedy Center’s board of trust- 
c<!s Meanwhile, they made friends 
With a host of iniluential people— 
every one from Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Andrew 
Cuomo to the actress Glenn Close.

But “there wasn't this goal and 
this intention" to befriend the Clin- 

.tons. Beth insists. “Maybe that is 
the reason we were able to strike 
up such a friendship with them, 
because it was very sincere and 
heartfelt from both my husband 
and myself to them,” she says. 

“It wasn’t a plan. It wasn’t a 
route to get to them. ... We've 
spent, the four of us, a good 
amount of personal time together 
hi a variety of places—all the 
■.(flaces that you would expect. Ron 
■and Hillary are very close. They 
■adore each other. There's a real 
^trust between them.”

'.“We love Hillary and we just

The breathtaking velocity with 
which the Dozoretzes have pene­
trated the courtier culture of the 
Clinton White House—the 
schmooze equivalent of a Citation 
X—has predictably raised eye­
brows and aroused jealousy among 
some Democratic Party stalwarts, 
much of it aimed at Beth.

The envy quotient increased ex­
ponentially in September 1997 
when a news wire photo of her 
grinning in a golf cart was pub­
lished around the country. Dozo- 
retz’s chauffeur that day on Mar­
tha's Vineyard, the president of the 
United States.

“Beth came here to become just 
what she has become." says a 
major party fund-raiser who asked 
not to be named. Given her power 
and access, her critics naturally 
don’t want to antagonize her.

"Starting from the very begin­
ning, they were having dinners and 
soirees at their apartment in Wash­
ington Harbour," this fund raiser 
says. The whole program was 
geared to rising to the top. She had 
a staff from the very first day. I 
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Senatorial Campaign Committee.

Torricelli, noting that he and 
Duff frequently dine and some­
times vacation with the Dozo- 
retzes, says, "They are that rare 
combination of people who are 
intellectually stimulating and also 
fun—and in whom I have great 
personal trust."

TorriceDi, who dated Bianca 
Jagger before the blondly stunning 
Duff, discusses Beth like a connois­
seur. “It’s not unusual for a beauti­
ful woman of real intellect to have 
influence in Washington," he says. 
“What might make Beth Dozoretz 
different is that she has an intensi­
ty and persuasiveness. It's an un­
usual quality, and it comes from 
somewhere in her background."

..

w
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The Marrying Kind
She grew up Beth Ellen Gold­

man in Worcester, Mass., the 
daughter of a dentist who. she 
recalls, never made the kind of 
money he deserved. “He was actu­
ally a researcher and world-re­
nowned for his inventions," she 
says. "He invented a solution that 
when sprayed on decay would 
make it dissolve and separate from 
the tooth. That was his most fa­
mous invention, but he had, oh my 
God, many, many, many other 
inventions, and his specialty was 
root canal. He was a brilliant scien­
tist. but not a very good business­
man."

Worcester was safe, comfortable 
and dull. Beth worked at various 
jobs from the age of 14 on, and 
volunteered as a camp counselor at 
the Jewish Community Center. 
She thought she wanted a career as 
a teacher. So she attended a small 
college in Boston, got her degree in 
three years, and at 20, during her 
final year, married her high school 
sweetheart. Dick Schwartz.

He wanted to continue his own 
studies and get a master's degree 
in computer science, and then go 
to law school, so Beth Schwartz 
became the breadwinner. She did a 
little modeling and retailing of 
clothes before taking a job as a 
first-grade teacher. But she quickly 
discovered she was unsuited to the 
classroom, and returned to sales. 
She obviously had a talent for it.

A job at a contemporary sports­
wear company required her to 
travel weekly from Framingham, 
Mass., to New York’s garment 
center. She soon was promoted to 
the key position of buyer. “Some 
people think you’re a bum, and 
some people think you’re terrific," 
she recalls the company president 
telling her before giving her the 
job. Her marriage gradually fell 
apart, but she flourished in the 
Darwinian atmosphere of the 
shmata trade—the widely used 
Yiddish expression for the unfor­
giving and often terrifying busi­
ness in which companies thrive or 
die on the brutal whims of fashion.

By age 31 she was president of 
Clyde’s Sportswear, a company 
that made women’s clothes for the 
office, and was earning well into 
six figures. An avowed workaholic, 
she had a brief and unhappy sec­
ond marriage to an apparel execu- 
live.

“Beth was just driven to success. 
What she didn’t know, she certain­
ly worked hard to find out," says 
Irving Sandorf, the former owner

Ml
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Clinton pals Ronald and Beth Dororetz: Politics used to bore her, but now 
she's leading Democratic efforts to raise $170 million by November 2000.

''"W

ert F. Kennedy and wife of the 
housing secretary, dismisses the 
notion that the Dozoretzes are 
typical Washington social climb­
ers. “It would be so easy to paint 
that picture, but it would be such a 
shallow look at who these people 
are,” she says. Tve been around a 
lot of social climbers in my life. I 
grew up in this family that was 
very attractive to people. So I think 
my radar is pretty sophisticated. 
Beth and Ron are definitely not in 
that group.

“The truth is, yes, they came to 
town knowing very few jieople and 
they liecame friends with a lot of 
people in various positions of pow­
er. But the reason they’ve been 
such a big hit is because they are 
really good friends and they genu­
inely care and they call you when 
you're in trouble," When her young 
daughter, Maria, badly burned her­
self and required 10 days of hospi­
talization last year, “it was a terri­
fying experience," Cuomo says. 
“But Beth came to the hospital 
every single day and she brought 
wonderful presents. She was really 
a comfort.”

Party activist Patricia Duff says 
Dosoretz has stuck by her during 
her widely publicized divorce and 
custody battle with New York bil­
lionaire Ronald Perelman, who 
happens to be a major DNC donor.

“She’s been a true-blue loyal 
friend, all through the difficulty, 
and not everybody has," Duff says. 
(Her 4 year-old daughter, Caleigh, 
often plays with the Dozoretzes’ 
4-year-old son, Joshua.) "She was 
actually the one who helped put 
Bob Torricelli and me together," 
she adds, referring to her current 
boyfriend, the New Jersey Demo-

.• 5

♦J-

Today she operates out of a 
small room at party headquarters 
on Capitol Hill, in a comer of the 
DNC finance department. She 
makes scores of phone calls to the 
rich and politically connected - 
while sitting at a dented table ' 
sheathed in fake veneer. The walls 
are scuffed. •

■This," Beth Dozoretz says with 
a laugh, “is a much nicer office than - 
I used to have in the garment 
center." ntflr

Having distinguished herself in 
the game of coaxing dollars out of 
people, starting out when Sea, 
Chuck Robb (D-Va.), a friend of 
her husband’s, asked her in 1992 to 
help launch the Women’s Leader 
ship Forum for the Senate Demo­
crats, she proposed herself for, 
DNC finance chairman. In the end. 
she was the Clintons’ personal 
choice for the unenviable task of 
keeping the Democratic Party 
afloat as the next presidential elec-* 
tion looms.

“This job is more than I’ve ever 
dealt with, but, though it’s very 
intense pressure, I feel good about* 
where the money's going," she 
says. “I don’t take it personally if 
somebody says no. I try to make a 
compelling reason for them to 
want to do it."

Certainly Dozoretz has her own 
compelling reasons for shoulder­
ing the burden: a devotion to 
Democratic programs and policies, 
a wish to see more women in 
office, a will to succeed. “And I 
meet really interesting people— 
very, very interesting people."

>■ J

of Clyde's Sportswear, which went 
banknrpt several years ago. “She 
has a way of getting into you a little 
bit. She knows how to manipulate 
people. I don’t know if you’d call 
them ‘people skills.’ It’s more like 
Til use you. you use me’ skills.... 
I think Beth wants to be the next 
Pamela Harriman."

In 1988, after the man who was 
to be her third husband suffered a 
fatal heart attack, she left her 
career with a handsome bank ac­
count and took stock of her life. 
Ron Dozoretz first clapped eyes on 
Beth in an elegant Upper East Side 
apartment—the home of a rela­
tive—where he was hosting a fund­
raiser for Virginia gubernatorial 
candidate Doug Wilder. It was 
1989, and she attended with her 
then-boyfriend Andrew Tisch. of 
the Loews and CBS Tisches.

“I was very taken with her." says 
Dozoretz. who was 53, a rich and 
eligible bachelor, long divorced 
from his first wife. The following 
February he learned that Beth had 
broken up with Tisch, and he 
invited her to a Valentine’s Day 
dinner. Afterward he brought her 
to meet his two grown daughters. 
He knew he had met his future 
wife.

“That was it,” Ron Dozoretz 
says, warming to his subject. “I 
was crazy alx>ut her then and Tm 
crazy about her now.” They were 
married in September 1990. "I 
never turned back, and she’s only 
gotten better. 1 go to sleep every 
night and give her kisses, and wake 
up and give her kisses in the 
middle of the night."

Not to be outdone in the mushy 
department. Beth Dozoretz says: 
“Heisawm/erfw/man!” /*-
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am a 
camera

Great photographers-such as 
the ones we spotlight here- 
manage to capture that 
fleeting moment when an 
icon suddenly reveals her 
human essence and we see 
her as if for the first time, 
more asked five celebrated 
male photographers to 
choose women they found 
fascinating through the
eye of the lens-and away 
from the cameraHILI ARY CLINTON, 1993

“You can see the intelligence in her 

eyes, the awareness. In this card game 

with Bill and Chelsea, she holds the 

hand like a professional, very evenly so 

she sees everything at once. She really 

holds all the cards.”

—Harry Heusoii
An au a rd-win n er, he has photu^rapheil 

presidential couples from the Kennedy} to the 
Clintons for Life, I anity Lair and Parts Match
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Yearlong Millennium Party Planned for D.C.

See CELEBRATION. B" Col. 5

“The idea is to see
ill

it’

Br Linda Wheeler

Washington Posl Sla/T U'nter
yesterday that they are eager to 
announce the millennium events 
but have been asked by the White 
House to wait until the executive 
office lias completed its plans. A 
Feb. 24 news conference, at 
which details of the yearlong ac­
tivities and the New Year's Eve 
celebration were to be an- 
nounced. was canceled at the 
request of the White House, ac­
cording to Marie L. Tibor, vice 
president of the Washington DC

Clinton and first lady Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton, to coordinate a se­
ries of millennium events be­
fore—and after—Dec. 31.

Alliance officials said yesterday 
that preliminary plans call for 
large, public celebrations on the 
Mall and on Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW but that neither they nor 
White House officials are ready to 
reveal how the city and the feder­
al capital will ring in 200(1

Several alliance leaders said

Convention and Visitors Associa­
tion.

Tibor, whose group is a mem­
ber of the alliance effort, said 
officials are waiting on word from 
the White House as to when they 
can make their joint announce­
ment. She said they want the 
celebration to be seen as one big. 
coordinated event instead of sepa­
rate local and federal activities.

Washington’s business leaders 
plan to mark the end of the 
millennium in the capital with a 
yearlong celebration that will 
start July 4 and build to a huge 
New Year’s Eve party on the Mall.

The Washington D.C. Millen­
nium Alliance is working with the 
White House Millennium Coun­
cil, an office set up by President

And since the federal government 
would oversee any activity on the 
Mall, having the White House 
plans in order is crucial.

Ellen McCulkxh-Lovell, director 
of the White House Millennium 
Council, said yesterday that she ex­
pects such an announcement within 
10 days.

"The White House Millennium 
Council and the Smithsonian Insti­
tution are working together in special 
ways to mark the millennium on a 
grand scale and a national level,’ she 
said, noting that the planned celebra­
tion would indude more than a New 
Year’s Eve celebration.

Tibor and Seamus Houston, 
spokesman for the Downtown DC 
Business Improvement District, said 
they are eager to publicize the vari­
ous inilknnium-rvlated events so the 
public can start making plans to 
attend and participate.

Tt’s like trying to sell someone a 
car that they haven’t seen," Houston 
said. They may be real interested, 
but tliey won’t commit until tlwy see

will manage their own events but in 
coordination with the others, inchide 
the Corcoran Gallery, D.C Arts 
Commission, D.C Biccntainial, Dis­
trict government, Washington His­
torical Society, Downtown DC Busi­
ness Impnwement District John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, Kn-egtT Museum, National GaL 

___ ___ __________ _ w .. kry of Art, National Park Service, 
Tibor saidi AraTcdebriti^, the k^ to Smithsonian Institution, Washington

V t,

lb. .

Local, Federal Officials
Team Up for Party Plans
CELEBRATION, From Bl

‘ <

drt,. 

- Scanun Hotnloa, spokesmaa. 

Downtown DC Business Impfovpinent District • 

I '•

annual events—the Cherry Blossom 
Festival, the Fourth of July, the Taste . 
of Waslnngton and the Natkinal 
Christmas Tree—to bring business 
to town, with little else happening in- 
between. This new apjtruach will’ 
publicize a yeariong calendar rtf 
events, beginning July 4. so tourists 
and residents will know what there is 
to do in any given wet'k of the year. 

"We had never before devekiped 
anything that would cover a year," he 
said. "We just went from one spike to 
the next The idea is to see this as a . 
year of activity instead of four 
events." H

Members of the alliance, who

this as a year of

activity instead of
------------ —-------------------- -

four events.”

have an event that will generate the llle alliance directors are tour 
income to pay for the entertainment, nonprofit organizations that have 
Houston said. joined forces to “enhance the image.

Such a unified approach, among economy and culture of the nation’s 
local organizations or between the capital from 1999 through 2000,"' 
District and federal government, is according to alliance literature. The 
unusual in Washington. Tradition- director organizations are the VLsi- 
ally, they conduct their own pro- tors Association, Downtown DC 
grams without regard to what others Business Improvement District, D.C, 
are doing Committee to Promote Washington

Houston said the city’s tourism and Hotel Association of Washington 
industry has long depended on four D.C. ; .

The yeariong millennium celebra­
tion is being aiordinated by 13 art, 
cultural, government and historical 
Washington entities, plus the White 
House, When the alliance and White 
House plans are announced, hotels 
and other tourist-dependent ventures 
can begin to make their plans.

Hotels, for example, won’t know­
how to price their rooms until they 
know how large a crowd to expect

attracting those crowds, can’t be 2000 and Washington Performing 
booked until the sponsors know they ^rLs Society.
have an event that will generate the alliance directors are tour
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though, and Claire showcased her musi­
cal talents in a piano duet with Phil 
Coulter. The audience couldn't help but 
be moved by her astounding courage 
and grace, and the Clintons were partic­
ularly taken by her performance.

Coulter and James Galway were on 
hand to perform a selection from their 
"Both Sides Now* concert; they were 
accompanied by Roma Downey, star of 
Touched By An Angei, and movie star 
Aidan Quinn, both of whom read selec­
tions of poetry. Drummers from Ire­
land and Northern Ireland added an 
especially lively feel to the festivities, 
but amazingly a good number of the guess 
departed the marquee after the speech­
es and missed the music. It's not every 
day that an invitation from the White 
House arrives in the mail — perhaps 
these jaded souls should remember that 
the next time they prematurely head for 
the exits.

The guest list was. as usual, chock full

of politicians, mostly of the Democrat­
ic persuasion, except of course for the ubiq­
uitous Congressman Peter King President
Clinton even joked that his pal King —
one of the few GOP House legislators who 
voted against impeachment — insisted on 
bringing 15 family members to the hot- 
ticket part)', but all "Page 2* could see was 
his wife Rosemary and daughter Erin.
Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy was 
there as was freshman rep loe Crowley,

Congressman Richard Neal and Sen­
ator Chris Dodd.
The celebrity contingent was head­
ed this year by Downey, Quinn and
Dylan McDermott, star of the hit
show The Practice. We caught up with
Downey after her performance and a 
sweeter, more unaffected celebrity 
would be hard to find. 'I'm coming 
out of a very rough year, but fm feel­
ing good now," she told us. referring 
to the breakup of her marriage to
David Anspaugh 'It was worse because 
it was so public, but 1 said as little as 
possible for my daughter's sake. * Reil­
ly Marie will celebrate her third birth­
day in lune.
Roma says Phil Coulter asked her to
come to the White House to perform, an invite she hap­
pily accepted. "It's the Deny connection." said the pen- 
cil-skinnv Roma, who looked fetching in a long green 
gown designed by Randolph Duke 'I go back to Deri)’ 
once a year because all my family are still there and 
1 have property in Donegal."

Aidan Quinn was equally pleasant to talk to. and 
he's exdted about the May U.S. opening of his family- 
made movie This Is My Father. 'It's doing amazingly well 
in Ireland and has grossed over $ 1 million there” he said. 

So all in all, another great St. Patrick's night to 
remember in Washington, and guests are already 
looking forward to next year's bash, President Clinton s 
last in office. No doubt he'll go out with a bang and 
make that one the biggest and best yet.
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House for a night — 'hopefully well
leave it intact." he joked — and hand­
ed the mike to President Clinton.
who recewed his customary stand­
ing ovation at any Irish event he
attends.

The President kept his political 
remarks to a minimum and instead 
sang the praises of Senator Mitchell,

IRISH VOICE. Wed., March 24, - Tues.. March 30, 1999

SSir. y'

looked very well in a green velvet tj- 
skirt suit, introduced Irish PM Bertie T 
Ahem, accompanied as usual by his | 
"partner" Celia Larkin, also decked out | 

in a short green number for the occa-

•' ‘7' \ <7

the chairman of the Irish peace talks 
and newest recipient of the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the highest honor 
that any civilian can receive T don t real­
ly know if this is going to mean any­
thing to George anymore he's gotten so 
many honors lately," the President said 
"He can't walk two blocks down the 
street without someone throwing some 
sort of trophy at him — Irish Americar. 
of the Year, Honorary Degree from 
Dublin s Trinity College .. George Lucas 
offered to give him the force but he said 
the force was already with him."

Mitchell appeared truly humbled by the 
honor and garnered the biggest laugh (and 
applause) of the night when he kid- 
dingly referred to the First lady as 'Sen­
ator Hillary." The former Senate Major-

iiEV’ say that the First Marriage ity Leader was witty — 'lust a few years 
J as chilly as temperatures in the ago I was about as Irish as a shish kabob." 
North Pole these days, but you he joked about his adoptive Lebanese 
never would have known it last grandparents — and forthright implor- 

pSh Wednesday night as the seem- ing all the political leaders to make good 
ingly jovial Clintons kept their St. Patricks
Day tradition alive once again-this year 
and opened the fabled doors of the
White House to well over 1,000 Irish 
and Irish American guests for their annu­
al holiday party. The guest list for the bash 
swelled to such an extent this year that a 
huge marquee was erected on the South
Lawn to accommodate the overflow and 
stage the evening s stellar entertainment 
which centered around the awarding of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom to 
former Senator George Mitchell.

The White House really puts on some 
sii?- ■ for their St. Patrick's gig — plenty 
: ie’.i ticus Irish food dishes ike corned
beef and cabbage, colcannon, boxty and 
to-die-for desserts, and unfettered access 
for guests to al! the historic rooms bar the 
family quarters — but there's no denying

■ that a cloud hung over this year’s festiv­
ities due to the brutal assassination of
Catholic civil rigins attorney Roseman’ Nel- on the Good Friday Agreement or else risk- 
son in the North only two das-s before and the wrath of history.
the uncertainty that continues to hang over The real show-stopper of the night 
the'd" word — decommissioning In fact wasn t a politician or other famous face 
many of the Northern politicians who usu- but rather a lovely 15-year-old teenager 
ally enjoy the party were instead huddled from Northern Ireland named Claire 
upstairs in the family quartets meeting with Gallagher who was in the wrong place at 
tire President trying to devise some sort the wrong time one unforgettable sum- 
of compromise. mer day last August in Omagh, and as a

Between speeches and presentations result she lost her sight The bomb did- 
the entertainment segment of the evening n't take away her indefatigable spirit 
lasted for nearly two hours, but (most-
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Four women wearing burqas make their way through the Afghan capital in a horse-drawn taxi.

See WOMEN. C8. Col. 1
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LOS ANGELES. March 29 
ast August the compassionate, concerned, 
dedicated women of the Feminist Majori­
ty—a small group of activists based in 
Hollywood and Washington—were utter­
ly miserable.

It had been eight months since Mavis
Leno, wife of Jay and member of the board, had 
declared her intention to take on the cause of Afghan 
women. Eight months of letter-writing, of network­
ing, of power-lunching, and she’d gotten plenty of 
sympathy but no real action.

The average American remained blissfully unaware 
that women half a world away were being repressed 
by the Taliban, the ultra-conservative Islamic group 
that had swept to power in 1996 and dragged the 
country back several centuries. The Taliban decreed 
that women were to be hidden beneath full-length 
shrouds in public and denied them education, free­
dom of movement and the opportunity to work. 
Women who resisted were beaten. Women suspected 
of offenses like adultery were stoned. To death.

“It was clear to me." says Mavis Leno, sitting in her 
West Hollywood headquarters, “that if women in the 
West didn’t do something pretty spectacular, these 
women were lost." She is dark-haired and articulate.

$100,000 to get the movement rolling.
And roll it has. In six months the Taliban's “war on 

women" has become the latest cause ciUbre in 
Hollywood. Tibet is out. Afghanistan is in. The Lenos

with a vague resemblance, strangely, to her famous 
husband. She goes on, “It would be like the German 
and Polish Jews, like the peasants under Stalin. 
They’d be sw-allowed by history. And I didn’t want 
that to happen while I was alive.”

So Mavis and Jay Leno dug deep and handed over
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The Stars Take On Afghanistan 
--
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cd a briri"mg for imiden al 
thdr �- � me<lia showed up 
in fOIU at their �°' conf� 

Odober. E\-en President Clin­
ton � oo board. Tm days ago, � 
� an hour talking with a Femi­
nist Majority delegation about the 
rlight of Afghan women. The latest 
twi! l. that Oinlon pal and veteran 
rv producer Linda 8� 

Tho� produced a media C'fflrt 
tonight al the Directors Guild that 

the official coming-out of lhe 
Af,twi women's ause. 

It. was a must-elteod happening. 
.f•<hfring perhaps the largest num­
� of celebrities for a sing1e cause 
� the -We Att the World� 
campaign 14 ymni ago. Some 70 
hou�d � from 
Vina! GiU lo Marlo Thomas lo 
Lionel R;chie lo Paula Abdul to 
Chri,,llne Lahti-were on the guest 
� .Richie sang an anthem be 
donllted, •Love, Ob Love,N and 
Naomi Judd and Gill also per­
fonned. Alfre Woodard. Gillian An­
dcnion and Lily Tomlin were 
amoog the peakcrs. 

At the Femini. l Majority offices. 
the adrenaline rush from this rising 
momentum is unmistakable. Leoo 
is charged. iI somewhat weary. "For 
a hwn:m rights situation this is 
unu.,ually simple.� she says. � 
Tllliban are spectacularly villainou 
They are so uneducated, they doo't 
havt the wit lo disgu" their vil­
biny. That' a rarity. You an't 
write it off lo culture Of rcli ltion. If 
so ioht.tmal\f!. So unaccepted. This 
· not a decent way to treat human
bc.-in&s-.

Her colleague, national coordi­
nator Kathy Spillar. nods in agree­
lllC.'1:IL She repeats what other F� 
in.isl Majority boord members have 
almdy noted: "There is no 'other 
aide' lo this · uc..N 

I 
• Rut it tun\S out that there is
another ide lo this issue.

There is no question that there 
bas been severe persecution of 
-. mtn under the Taliban, the Sun­
ni Muslim militia that oonlrols 90 
pet'Cffll of the nation and is an 
offshoot of the rebels funded largely 
by the United States after the � 
et Onion invaded in 1979. But the 
� of women·� oppc� in 
Afgbani.st.an-- most problems 
in that troubled part of lbe world­. inttosely oomplicatcd.

Sewr.11 spmali.sts 00 Afghani­
stan di$puled IIOOle a_� oi the 
picture painted by the Feminist 
M:tjorit:y. ootably about acces& lo 
health care and education. They 
apl"l'S'led concern that the Holly­
wood activists are distorting the 
reality of the current conditions, 
�ting abuses, and taJdng 
them out oC a critical historical 
coolest. 

Won1e. aome international relief 
offidals fear U111t if the Feminist 
Majority's campaign is successful. it 
fl'\I.J' end up harming those who 
� need help by encouraging 
donor nations to reduce their aid or 
cul it off completely. 

� who are speaking out 
°"" a.re well-intentiontd but they
don't have lbe full story; SllW 
AndrN' Wilder, dim:lor of the 
Afgtwuelie{ operatioo ol $a\'e lbe 
Children. in a phone inlemew from 
Pakistan. "It's misleading lo the 
point where there's more and more 
of a movement from bwnan right., 
groups and the Feminist Majority 
lo say cut off all aid. which is a real 
misunderstanding of the situation 
and will onl:, hurt the Vtt'/ groups 
thew women want lo help.· 
• '1'his is a te:m'ble snow job; says
Judy Betijamin, bead or the Wom­
e-o',<;oo:u:nission for Refugee Wom­
en �and Children, who returned a
CO\l))Je of weeb ago from visiting
Afghan refugee camps oo the bor­
der. with Pakistan. "It's amusing
almost: but sad. With lhe Jay Leno
c.ov� they have struck it rich
and gained Hollywood. but I.rust

, me, they're tem'bly misinfonned.� 
fn test:imooy before Congre9s ear­

lier this month. Leno noted that the 
• Taliban has "banned womm from
• being treated by male doctors; and

tbal � {ew &male doctors who a.re
permitted to work are often ha­
rassed.� During two da} ol inter-

' views at the Feminist Majority offic. 
es. the in\n essioo left on a reporter 
is that health � is virtually un­
available lo WOOlffl in Afgbar:mtan. 

But Benjamin and Wilder and a 
U.N. off'x:ial. who spoke on the 
condition that his name not be 
used. an confirm that there are 
segrtga1ed women's wards in many 
Afghan hospitals. and that the Tali­
ban bas reicinded re:strictioos 00 
women's health care. A much larger 
problem. they oole. is lbe lack of 
medicine througJlout the country 
and medical personnel. particubrly 
in rural areas. 

F.duc:ation for girls is formally 
banned by the Taliban. But nearly a 
dozen nongovemmeotal groups are 
conducting schooling for boys and 
girls. and home schooling . wide­
spread in the capital of Kabul. 

Where the abuses strike ll\06t 
viciously. it seems. is in cities like 
Kabul. which wa incrt.-asmg1y 
Westmuzed. particularly under the 
Soviet occupation in the 1980s. 
Under the Soviets. women "ere 
frtt lo 111,-ori( and pur;ue an educa-

lion, and many pined prominent 
roles during the civil war in the '80s 
and ·90s as men were siphoned off 
lo fighL For these women. the ban 
oo employment and the depriva­
tion.s o( the burqa. the fuD..lenglh 
shroud women are required lo wear 
by the Talit»n, are particularly 
demeaning. 

But sweeping statements like 
those in the Feminist Majority' 
medi3 advisory for tonight's 
evenl-"ln Afghanistan today dev· 
en and a half million women and 
girls are prisoners in their own 
homes•--ere largely inaccurate. ac­
cording lo those f.amiliar with the 
country. 

Says Zahnay Khalilzad. a Reagan 
administration expert on Afghani-
8lall now al the Rand Corp., 1n the 
rural areas. what the Taliban i 

king lo im()O!le is not. very differ­
ent tJ\aJl what the nonn bas been:

Leila Helms, a Westernized, Af. 
ghan-bom woman who is pro-Tali­
ban, ha11 just returned from a lwo­
wcek Lour of Afghanistan where she 
5ays she filmed six hours of inter• 
views with women in five provinc­
es. The burqa. she said. is not 
widespread in the countryside, and 
sh met many women moving free­
ly about, without male relatives as 
chaperons. 

Sayt1 Helms: •1 met 150 women. I 
asked C\'Cf'Y � if they were beaten 
or knew 80J1'lOOtle who had been . 
• . . 'There was one woman who'd
bttfl bratro once on her shoulders
two year; o brcau...e he,- face wa.4'
sl,cn · ng rul w talking lo a
man she didn't know. faery .inglr

other one hadn 'l hem beaten. and 
did not know !10CDCOOe who had 
bt't'flbt-atm: 

These pnckty issues aside. tlle 
reason why Heli'M--a secular. pn>­
abortion Americ:an-favors the Tal­
iban is because for i;ix years she 
witnessed the country's devastation 
when she and her husband worked 
in Afghan refugee camps at the 
Pakistani border Crom 1988 to 
1994. For Hehm. the admittedly 
reprcssi\-e Taliban al least brought 
peace lo the country. and Holly­
wood' 5Udden concem for Afghan 
women angt.� her. 

She explodes: "Where were they 
when all these women were being 
raped, when women were being 
� because they were not follow­
ing the Muslim Brothemood. • the 
faction that ruled Afghanistan after 
the expulsion of Soviet troops. 
"Where were they before the war 
when women didn't have rights? 
Where were they throughout the 
war when women were rotting in 
the refugee camps?" 

She continues: •For nearly 20 
years in Afghanistan there has been 
no law. no order. We 1oet almost 2 
million people to the RuS&allS. The 
women don't want to be saved by 
the Feminist Majority. Finally they 
have peace. and people in America 
find religion on the issue or women 
in Afghanistan?" 

Lastly, there i Abdel Hakim 
Mlliahed. the Taliban's representa­
tive in the United States, who calls 
the entire can� •negative prop­
aganda made agninst us intentiooal­
ty; which · true enough. He l)'8.: 
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1She urges, "rhe big picture is 
what we’ve got to keep in mind. 
We're trying to call attention to 
horrific conditions.'

.A, • k.
k'_

There is no doubt that we cannot 
make our society like American 
society, but I can tell you that the 
situation existing there is far more 
better than what it was.’

Back at the Feminist Majority, 
there is some softening of the line 
when confronted with these points 
of view. President Eleanor Smeal 
agrees tliat the Taliban’s repression 
is unevenly enforced but denies that 
her group has exaggerated the 
abuses.

"One of the biggest frustrations 
is you cannot get the exact same 
fact from any one person. It’s very 
complicated—you have to listen 
very closely,’ she says. “We don’t 
have to exaggerate this. If only 
one-tenth of this is happening— 
were not trying to exaggerate, 
we’re trying to say what people 
have told us, and to go with eyewit­
ness accounts."

Smeal also emphasizes that the 
campaign is not designed to 
squeeze humanitarian aid to the 
country, which goes directly to 
relief agencies and does not pass 
through the Taliban. Rather, she 
wants pressure on the government 
to lift quotas for refugees and to 
restrict support for economic and 
agricultural programs in Afghani-
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With her son propped in her arms, a woman navigates the streets of Kabul 
wearing the full veil, or burqa, as required by the Taliban militia.
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Hollywood’s Newest Cause being committed because-' 
want to continue to work, puy I 
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mortgage, send their ehiliren^o 
school. These people are'begin­
ning to minimize in order to please 
the Taliban, so they are ^ble ,ta

Bloodworth-Thomason brought 
a burqa with her to the White 
House when she visited the Clin­
tons at Thanksgiving. The presi­
dent, Mrs. Clinton and Chelsea all 
were “astounded by the oppressive­
ness of the garment," she reports.

Then the activists decided to “go 
bigger," as they put it, deciding to 
put together a major media event, 
to gather as many celebrities as 
possible to raise the profile of their 
campaign.

For three months Leno, Blood­
worth-Thomason ahd others have 
been working the phones, and the 
huge response is in itself a lesson in 
the no-degreeof-separation world 
of Hollywood. Lorraine Sheinberg 
called Gillian Anderson, Candice 
Bergen. Lily Tomlin and Mario 
Thomas, among others. Yorkin 
called Janet Leigh. Mary Tyler 
Moore, Julie Andrews. Yorkin’s 
daughter writes for “Chicago 
Hope"—hence Christine Lahti.

Mavis Leno ran into music pro­
ducer David Foster who got hold of 
Vince Gill. Another friend knew 
Lionel Richie and got him to donate 
a song to tonight's event. CybiD 
Shepherd heard from a friend. 
Bkxxlworth-Thomason’s assistant 

conflict and war, not a result of the 
Taliban. There is suffering and 
poverty, but in most of Afghanistan 
people will say the Taliban have 
brought peace and security."

This very notion makes some 
Afghan women, in touch with the 
Feminist Majority, desperate. “Ev­
erything you hear is true, is real." 
pleads Zieba Shorish-Shamley. the 
Afghan-born director of the Wom­
en’s Alliance for Peace and Free­
dom in Afghanistan. "1 think some 
of these international organiza­
tions are minimizing the atrocities

rolling." Unocal, part of a huge oil 
consortium that was considering 
investing in Afghanistan, pulled out 
of its pipeline project; that was 
good. But apart from that, she 
recalls, “Nothing. Zip. No interest. 
No nothing." She testified in Con­
gress before a foreign appropria­
tions subcommittee; one media out­
let, Afghan radio, showed up. 
Stories would air on shows like 
"20/20,” and there would be no 
bounce. “No one could get anyone 
to raise the visibility of this one- 
eighth of an inch." she says.

Finally Leno decided that the 
economics of the movement had to 
change. She and her husband de­
cided to use the proceeds from Jay’s 
pay-per-view wrestling match with 
Hulk Hogan to fund the campaign.

Says the late-night host “At 
some point you have to do some­
thing good with your life. God 
didn’t seem particularly impressed 
with my collection of cars and 
motorcycles, he’s not an enthusiast 
when it comes to material posses­
sions, So I figured that at some 
point you have to do something 
good, especially in terms of what 
you make.”

Armed with the seed money, the 
Feminist Majority completely re­
vamped its strategy. It adopted a 
symbol, put together political ac­
tion mailers. It set up a toll-free 
number. It held a press conference 
that was scheduled—serendipitous­
ly—a day after the United States 
had attacked Islamic militant Osa­
ma bin Laden’s alleged terrorist 

called Naomi, Wynonna and Ashley 
Judd’s assistant and arranged for 
them to attend.

“At the beginning we thought, ’If 
we get two or three celebrities on 
board'—and I don’t even know 
what happened. All of a sudden it 
just blew up," Leno says.

.Another unexpected windfall: 
Leno called Abigail Van Buren to 
participate. Dear Abby couldn’t 
make it but suggested Leno write a 
letter to her column. It has yielded 
some 30,000 phone calls so far. 
Leno went on “Larry King Live,' 
and recently was a guest on her 
husband’s "Tonight" show.

For tlie Feminist Majority, this 
must be the beginning of the road 
to success. Says Yorkin: “When 
Hollywood got interested in apart­
heid in South Africa, that was the 
beginning of the end. We want the 
same thing here."

Is the lack of women’s rights in 
Afghanistan the most pressing hu­
man rights abuse in the world? “It is 
an urgent situation." affirms Sheila 
Dauer, director of the women’s hu­
man rights program for Amnesty 
International. “The event they’re 
holding is very important I would 
congratulate all the celebrities tak­
ing part in this Afghan action.”

But others say the dismal situa­
tion in Afghanistan is tied just as 
closely to the economic devastation 
brought on by 20 years of savagery. 
Says Benjamin. “Definitely women 
in Afghanistan are suffering tre­
mendous abuses, their human 
rights are not being respected. But 
you need to put this in the context 
of what’s happened to the country 
in the past two decades. Much of 
the grief and poverty is a result of

work."
But Jay Leno has the final say on 

this matter: "They’re shining a 
light on the problem. If ibis' ail 
turns out to be wrong, if it’s a hdge 
mistake—and there seems to be an 
awful lot of proof in the tfthter 
direction—nobody did anythuig 
for the wrong reasons."

mi Tuesdat, March 3o,

So how did this come to be 
Hollywood’s new cause of the day? 
Why not “ethnic cleansing" in Ko­
sovo? Or mutilation in Sierra Le­
one? Or slavery in Mauritania?

Mavis Leno got involved with 
Afghanistan the way things usually 
happen in Hollywood—through a 
tight network of acquaintances. The 
longtime feminist heard about the 
Feminist Majority from group co­
founder Peg Yorkin, who sat next to 
her at a lunch for the New Yorker’s 
“Women’s Issue" in 1997. Then she 
found out that she lived across the 
street from another board member, 
Lorraine Sheinberg, wife of produc­
er Sidney Sheinberg.

“I realized—Oh, this is every­
thing I want, a small group, a short 
line from recognizing an issue to 
taking action," recalls Leno, who 
had been looking for a charitable 
outlet

The group was already involved 
in protesting conditions in Afghan­
istan when, at the January board 
meeting last year, Leno—who up to 
now has not been a public personali­
ty—offered to lend her name and 
abilities.

Recalls Smeal, “I said, ‘Are you 
willing to do this? This will change 
things.' She said. We can’t abandon 
those women. We’ve got to try 
everything.’

But for the first eight months or 
so of her involvement, Leno “came 
close to popping a blood vessel," 
she says. “I couldn't get anything 

bases in Afghanistan; the media 
showed up this time.

Blood worth-Thomason and Leno 
have focused the campaign with a 
vengeance. They now have a sym­
bol—a piece of blue mesh that is the 
peephole for the Afghan shroud—a 
logo and a name, "gender apart­
heid."
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stressful environment, only the second 
twin may develop the disease."

Wiesel remains optimistic about the 
future. “We arc in such a wonderful period 
in brain research and some of it has crept 
into child and adolescent psychiatry. But 
we are still only at the beginning. The cli­
nician and the basic scientist need one an­
other, but you need open minds on both 
sides. The genetic coni|x>nent in the devel­
opment of the brain, tor instance, all of 
this is sort of the base on which, although 
not directly relevant to the daily practice 
of child psychiatry, is s cry relevant in 
terms of stimulating one's thinking about 
the problems of child psychiatry. It is a 
time for optimism!”

.4t u December benefit dinner sponsored by the NYU 
Child Study Center, First l ady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
was presented with the First Annual Child Advoeaey 
Award of the NYU Child Study ('enter. She was honored 
for her "lifetime commitment to providing mental 
health programs for children and families ami for 
bringing children's mental health to the forefront 
of the nation's agenda."

Wiesel concluded, "If I were a young 
scientist starting my career tixlay, I think I 
would become a molecular geneticist to do 
studies like these on genes linked to 
schizophrenia. But again, these genetic 
studies should not blind one to the com­
plex environmental factors that will also 
be involved in the development of various 
psychiatric syndromes. The operations of 
the brain result from a balance between in­
puts from heredity and environment—na­
ture and nurture—and this balance should 
also l>e reflected in research into the bio­
logical basis of behavior."

As we learn more, we will have to 
maintain a careful balance. It likely will 
turn out that some disease states we child

and adolescent psychiatrists diagnose1 and 
treat will be pure products of faulty nature, 
of genes with 100% penetrance. Others 
may lx- caused entirely by disastrous nur­
ture. But the vast majority oi those- human 
conditionswill result from some complex, 
and complicated, interaction Iretween the 
two. We owe Torsten Wiesel a debt of 
gratitude for making sexiety in general, 
and we child and adolescent psychiatrists, 
more fully aware of that. ♦

th. Rosenfeld is in pritate pmetke in 
New York. X I ami Greenwich, ( I amt is 
the author of numerous books on sesual 
abuse, psydiotheiiipy, se\md develop 
nient, child rearing, and foster tare.

New York University’s Child Study Center opened its new 20,000 
square foot facility on November 12, 1998. U.S. Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Dr. Donna Shalala, Congressman Charles 
Rangel, and New York Board of Education Chancellor Rudolph E 
Crew were among those on hand to address the audience that had 
gathered to observe the- opening. AACAP member and NYU Child 
Study Center Director Harold S. Koplew icz, M.D., commenting on 
the opening of the Center, said “NYU is investing in the nation's 
children through the Child Study Center; we believe that if it is gexxl 
for children, it is good for America ... we live in a time when scien­
tific knowledge of the brain is growing at an unprecedented rate... 
our goal is to apply that knowledge in earnest." Dr. Koplewicz is Pro­
fessor, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Vice Chairman. Depart­
ment of Psychiatry at NYU School of Medicine.

x-u
Partic ipating in the ope ning of the NYU Child Study 
Center, from left to right. Alice Usch, F-xeaitive Hoard 
Member, Harold Koplewicz, M.D., Director, Ann 
Tennenbaum, Executive Hoard Member, and .•E4(,'A/’'s 
Exec utive Director, \lrginia Q. Anthony.
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hey're the women who help shape our lives, our leisure, our beliefs, and 
* our businesses. They bring us the news and make the news, inspire us and 
] enrich us, create laws and policy, and educate us about everything from 

French cuisine to the ravages of AIDS. Biography Magazine presents its choices 
for the 25 most powerful women in America, by janetcawley
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HILLARY CLINTON
First Lady

h* * ’h*’ embodiment of grace under
LA-"* Pr<”'sl" c dignified, strong, and resilient 

■^Whatever her private anguish about Presi- 

dent Qinton’s infidelin- and impeachment 
hearings. Hillary Clinton has not onlv coped but 

maintained a composure that seems incapable of 
cracking. And as First Lady, she has kept up a gruel­

ing public schedule despite all the scrutiny, locusing 

on issues important to her, such as children's welfare.
Not dial she's abdicated the seat of power. For 

months it was Hillarv (Hinton who framed the nation­

al debate on her husband's predicament after an­

nouncing on die Toritiy show that he was the victim of 
a “vast right-wing conspiracy" determined to end his 
presidency. Even after learning the tnith about his 

relationship with Monica Lewinsky, she remained, in 
the words of her office, “committed to her marriage" 

and also to the Democratic Parts. She campaigned 
hard last fall for Democratic candidates, hitting nine 

slates in the last week, and won credit for the party's 
unexpectedly strong electoral showing.

That kind ol single-minded focus was forged earlv 

track in Park Ridge. Illinois, where Clinton was raised 
(she was voted “most likelv to succeed" in her senior 

rear of high sch<roll. After attending Wellesley Col­
lege and Yak* 1 .aw School, shewed fellow student 

William Jefierson Clinton in 1975 and gave birth to 

daughter Chelsea in 1980.

As wife of the Arkansas governor, Clinton Irecame 

the most activist First I adv the state had ever seen—a 

pattern she carried straight into the White House, re­
defining the role. Whatever happens to her husband. 
Hillarv Clinton, at 51. remains a new model First 
Lads—and pei haps one with a future politic al 

career oflier own.
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k.
Gore: Advises dur­
ing quiet times

► Tipper Gore says she’s a big ad­
mirer of Hillary Rodham Clinton but 
would be a different kind of first lady. 
The vice president s wife said she dis­
penses advice when asked, most of­
ten at home or other quiet times such 
as hikes with her husband, and she 
would not be a fixture in the Oval Of­
fice offering policy advice. “Tve nev­
er done it that way," she told The As­
sociated Press Saturday.



I’ve never done it that way," she said.

She is reluctant to compare or contrast her style with that of Mrs 
Clinton, noting that her husband has only opened a presidential 
exploratory' committee and is not officially a candidate.

Their differences and similarities are certain to be scrutinized as the 
second lady becomes more visible during the 2000 presidential 
campaign

There's a difference when you have four children to keep up with 
and all of their activities," she said '' With four children and aging 
parents, I find that I only spend so much time on issues that I care 
about, and I spend a lot of time on keeping the family together"

She then whipped up Democratic activists with a speech in which she 
took credit on behalf of the Clinton administration for the economic 
boom of the 1990s She warned that Republicans are bent on using the 
budget surplus for a tax cut that would require cutting federal 
education and nutrition programs.

While Mrs Clinton has one daughter who is away at college, Mrs 
Gore notes that she has four children (one still at home), a grandchild 
due m June and two elderly parents in the Washington, D C., area.

Both women are crowd-pleasers on the stump Mrs Gore has neither 
the polish nor the edge of Mrs. Clinton, but her disarming, just-folks 
demeanor charmed delegates Saturday

Mrs Gore, 50, said she is a friend and admirer of Mrs Clinton, a 
fellow baby boomer who is one year older But she has her own sty le: 

Anyone who finds herself in the role of First Lady reflects her 
individuality and who she is as a person"

She has appeared recently in New Hampshire and Iowa and she 
substituted for Clinton this weekend when he canceled his scheduled 
appearance at the California Democratic Party convention due to the 
U.S.-led airstrikes in Kosovo.

Mrs. Gore is most active in mental health care and fighting 
homelessness and poverty

When her TelePrompTer didn't immediately flash her speech, she 
cracked a joke, and by the time the laughter died down, the speech 
was ready to go.

AMI HERALD 
lARCH 29, 1999

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -- (AP) — Tipper Gore is a big admirer of 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, but says she would be a different kind of 
First Lady should Vice President Al Gore capture the White House. 
Mrs Clinton is a key advisor to her husband, Mrs Gore dispenses her 
advice when asked, most often at home or during a walk. Would she 
be a fixture in the Oval Office, offering policy advice"?

Tipper Gore sees a quiet role as 
First Lady

The other partv s agenda is based on ideas from 1822,” she said 
END
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r first» 'f sounds like a typical 
jE’IGl book-club meeting. In a 

community room of a 
fir xEi Raleigh, N.C., apartment 

complex, nine parents and grandpar­
ents, aged 29 to 71, discuss the moti­
vation of a character in a book. 
“Over the course of the story, did her

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALAN S WEINER
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“Most adults who can’t read well were never read to as children,” says educator Nancye Gaj (leading a Motheread class in Raleigh, N.C.).

aloud, hesitating, sounding out each
word. “Mah-RY-ah?" falters one, 
trying to pronounce a character’s 
name. Assistant teacher Sway Archi- 
ble gently corrects her.

Welcome to Motheread, a non­
profit organization that uses chil­
dren’s books to improve adult read­
ing skills. The parents attend the 
weekly meetings, explains Moth­
eread founder Nancye Gaj, because 
of their “powerful motivation” to 
read to their children. “There are all 
the leam-to-read-better campaigns, 
but what if a person doesn’t want to 
learn to read better?” asks Gaj, 49. 
“Well, maybe they don’t, but every-

PEOPLE 3/29/99 157

i BL Ji F &
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By focusing on children’s books, Nancye Gaj’s literacy 

program helps teach parents to read to their kids

goal change?” asks the group’s 
leader, Deborah Williams. “It wa­
vered," one woman says eagerly. 

But they’re not talking about Eliz­
abeth Bennet or Emma Bovary. 
They’re referring to rhe hero of the 
children’s book Mirandy and Brother 
Wind. The members read passages

F
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• Sophfronia Scott Gregory

• Gail Wescott and Amy Laughinghouse 

in Raleigh

“I’m so proud" of 

Gaj, says husband 

Steven (at home with 

their son Carter).

body wants to be a better parent.”
Since Gaj launched Motheread in 

1987, modeled on a class she taught 
tn a women’s prison, it has sprouted 
in 18 states. In partnership with 
schools, community colleges and so­
cial agencies, Motheread now serves 
some 25.000 “learners” a year. In 
awarding her a National Humanities 
Medal last November. President 
Clinton said. “Gaj has unleashed the 
power of family reading in schools 
and homes all across America.”

At Motheread classes, teachers or 
volunteers read along with the par­
ents. Using a method called story 
sharing, instructors then discuss the 
book and how parentscan have simi­
lar talks with their kids. The pro­
gram "has changed my life," says 
Beatriz I lerbert, 45, a Raleigh resi­
dent and mother of Alberto, 10. “We 
read together in a new way. We’re 
bonded in a way we weren't before."

The technique has its critics. At 
first. Gaj's literacy colleagues 
“scoffed at the idea,” she says. 
“They thought it was just wrong to 
use children’s hooks with adults, that 
it was demeaning. But it made every 
bit of sense." Cheryl Dickson, presi­
dent of the Minnesota Humanities 
Commission (whose state has 600 
Motheread sites), calls Gaj a “ge­
nius,” adding, “The beauty of Moth­
eread is that it works in all settings—

“Her mission is to balance things 
out for people who haven't had the 
chances we’ve had.”

These days, when Gaj isn’t over­
seeing her 22-employee organization 
and checking on the progress of her 
“learners," she relaxes in her 1940s 
cottage-style Raleigh home and at­
tends concerts with her music-loving 
husband. She's optimistic that she 
will soon reach her goal of expand­
ing Motheread to every state in the 
country. “After all,” says Gaj, “who 
would have thought I would be ac­
cepting an award from the Presi­
dent? Who knows what’s next?"

President Clinton (with Hillary and Gaj) 

calls her “a true revolutionary of literacy."

schools, home daycare, libraries."
Gaj herself is a bookworm from 

way back. At 5, she read so loudly 
that her father, Raymond Brown, a 
Baptist minister, and mother, (jiralie, 
a homemaker, feared she would dis­
turb their Louisville, Ky., neighbors. 
Hie family later moved to Raleigh, 
where Gaj met her spouse, Steven, a 
graphic artist; their son Carter is 15.

Gaj, who has a graduate degree in 
reading education from the Univer­
sity of North Carolina in Greens­
boro, taught remedial reading at a 
high school and then at a commu­
nity college. While nearly all Ameri-
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cans can read and write basic words, 
she says, she found that many “are 
not literate enough for the demands 
of a highly technological and print- 
driven society.” Eager to start a pro­
gram that used parent-child bonds to 
improve literacy, “1 couldn’t get any­
one inside the educational system to 
respond to my idea," she says. 

With some trepidation, she quit 
her job in 1987 to found Motheread, 
using $60,000 from a federal grant 
as seed money. “Nancye sees people 

? as having tremendous potential and 
J secs literacy skills as developing that 
| potential," explains husband Steven. 
* “Unr iviir t-zv t-Ktrme
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Whitewater players have similar recollections
Independent counsel Ken 
th Starr’s deputies played

t a half hour of Hillary Ciin- 
testimony in court during

  

First lady

ledge or recollection of a num- 
■ Whitewater related Ioans and

•king at” the corporation  ̂
In his book. James M

i

taken at the 
leu of an ap-

25, 1998. testimony,
White House in lii " 
pearance before a grand jury sit 
ting in Little Kock.

• Continued from Page 1A 
pened in the Whitewater deal and 
was unable to comment on details 
of loans taken out in the names of 
various Whitewater figures — in­
cluding the president

Her assertion that she wasn’t in­
volved in the day-to-day operations 
<Jf the Whitewater Development 
Q>rp conforms to James McDougal's 
recollection that neither she nor Bill 
Clinton was interested in the busi­
ness' operations. The McDougals 
^nd the Clintons bought the White­
water land in Marion County in 1978 
as an investment, with the idea that 
the McDougals would manage im­
proving the land and selling it in 
parcels for vacation homes

■ James McDougal wrote in 
Arkansas Mischief, published not 
long after his March 1998 death, that 
Hillary Clinton was interested in 
why the partnership wasn’t making 
money in the years after it was 
founded but that she didn't pay at­
tention to the details

McDougal also said frequently 
that he didn’t want to burden the 
Clintons with the details of the cor­
poration and its attempts to retire 
debt. so‘on a number of occasfans he

  

she wanted to clear up the records 
before her husbands campaigns, 
first for governor, then for president. 
Later. James McDougal said Hillary 
Clinton was slow to return the 
records to him, particularly can 
celed checks and bank statements

But he never speculated about 
whether Hillary Clinton looked over 
the records, and he never reported 
a conversation with her about them 
In fact, he said the last time he saw 
her was August 1984

One of the more intriguing mo­
ments in Hillary Clinton s testimony 
is her denial that she. Bill Clinton. 
James McDougal and Susan McDou 
gal were social friends

James McDougal said in the book 
that the Clintons were among the 
few guests at the McDougals' 1976 
wedding, and the Whitewater part 
nership was formed at a friendly 
dinner at a Little Rock restaurant 
The McDougals attended the Clin­
tons’ engagement party’ and the cou­
ples saw each other socially over the 
years, James McDougal wrote.

But by the end of his book. James 
McDougal reported increasing frus­
tration with the first lady

”1 would go to bat for Bill, but not 
Hillary,” he wrote. "She had been 
high handed with me and discourtc 
ous with Susan ”

BY ANDREW A GREEN 
ARKANSAS DFMOCRAT-GA^ETTE

James McDougal's recollec­
tions in his posthumous book 
Arkansas Mischief don’t directly 
contradict Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton’s 1998 grand jury testimony 
about the Whitewater land deal 
— even though he did call the 
first lady a “liar ”
<j

paid the debt service himself, often 
taking out new loans to pay of! old 
ones. He described some instances 
when he took out loans in Bill Clin­
ton's name but didn't discuss the de­
tails with the then-governor.

"Other than putting up some 
money for the down payment on the 
property, the Clintons had shown no 
interest in our project,” McDougal 
wrote. “They had never even both 
ered to drive up to Marion County to 
look at it.”

In her testimony, Hillary Clinton 
said she and her husband were 
partners in the deal and liable for 
its debts, but the McDougals ran the 
company

"We were liable on the notes of 
the underlying obligation. But we 
had no involvement in the running 
of the business and didn't know any­
thing about what went on, on a day 
to-day basis,” the first lady said

Hillary Clinton went on to deny 
knowledge or recollection of a num­
ber of Whitewater related Ioans and 
documents and said she never 
"spent any significant time at all 
looking at” the corporation's records

In his book. James McDougal 
complained that Hillary Clinton 
demanded that the McDougals hand 
over all of the Whitewater records in 
1987 and in 1991. Both timea^lhe said

Mostly the first lady said she 
was unfamiliar with what hap- 

Sep FIRST LADY, Pago 6A 
■i" ■

more than a simple “yes," "no” 
or some form of "I don’t know" 
to prosecutors during her April

neth _____
about a half hour of Hill 
ton’s 1 _
their prosecution of Susan Mc­
Dougal. James McDougal's ex- 
wife. on charges of criminal con­
tempt of court and obstruction of 
justice.

Hillary Clinton rarely oflered



First lady sits with authors
to discuss inspiring books

The first lady was on a panel

Hillary Rodham Clinton
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“He wrote about people who 
that included author Gordon Con- were really poor," she said. "That 
way, president of the Rockefeller hadn't been part of my life. But as 
Foundation, and Rita Dove, a for- I read that book, it actually be- 
mer U.S. poet laureate. The sub- came real — part of my life expe­
ject was Books That Changed and rience.”
Inspired, Our Lives. The first lady flew into

The first lady reminisced that Knoxville on Friday, then was 
as a child she became well ac- brought the last 20 miles up Inter- 
quainted with the public library state 15 north in a motorcade, 
in suburban Chicago, visiting al- Upon her arrival at the farm, she 
most every summer day. In terms was warmly embraced by her 
of the reading she did, her early friend, fund president Marian 
teen years were the most influen- Wright Edelman.
tial of her life, she recalled. Shortly after her arrival,

“The youth minister at my Hillary Clinton snipped a ribbon 
United Methodist church believed to symbolically open the Langston 
that in order to have a faith that Hughes Library that was fash- 
would withstand challenges from ioned by architect Maya Lin from 
the outside world, you had to be the lone unfinished barn on the 
exposed to the outside world," she farm at the time of Haley's death, 
said. 'That meant taking in arts, 
music and prose from outside 
your own life."

She said she was really able to gelou and a sitting area bearing

f .

BY BOB GARY JR.
CH AHANOOCA TIMES'

• - CHATTANOOGA FREE CRESS

CLINTON, Tenn. - Maybe 
Roger Rosenblatt knows some­
thing others don't.

As he introduced first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton on Fri­
day afternoon here at the former 
Alex Haley farm, the noted author 
and columnist called her "my 
friend and fellow New Yorker.”

The audience of about 300 as­
sembled for the opening panel 
discussion of a three-day Chil­
dren's Defense Fund conference 
exploded with laughter before 
giving the first lady a standing 
ovation.

The quip was in reference to 
the first lady’s contemplation of a ' 
2000 run for the New York seat in 
the U.S. Senate being vacated by 
retiring Democrat Daniel P. 
Moynihan.

'Thank you — I think — 
Roger,” the first lady said.

The first lady was the star at­
traction as the Children’s Defense 
Fund symposium on Children, 
Race and Poverty got under way. A 
longtime friend of the Children's 
Defense Fund, the first lady 
signed on as an intern more than 
30 years ago and eventually 
chaired its board.

Following the panel discus­
sion, the first lady departed for 
Knoxville where she boarded her 
return flight to Washington.

The formal dedication of the 
o ub«ui. Library took place later

The library includes a reading Friday evening, an event that set

Y

rccm named for author John stage for more panel sessions 
Hope FYankiin and poet Maya An- today and Sunday morning. 

.............  Participants include Secretary

1
4
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investigate what her faith meant the name of civil rights pioneer of Labor Alexis Herman, former 
by delving into the words in the Rosa Parks. United Nations Ambassador and
Bible. “I know it's [the Bible) al- Accompanied by Lin, Edelman Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young and 
ways the safe answer when you're and Barnes & Noble Booksellers ReP Maxine Waters, D-Calif. Also
asked what book has influenced Chairman Len Riggio — who with on hand will be Secretary of
you the most," she said. “But for his wife, Louise, ftinded the struc- Health and Human Services Don
me, it really is the answer. It's a ture — the first lady briefly na Shalala, a former defense fund
constant source of challenge." toured the small library. board chairman.

The first lady also cited “An exquisite piece of work,” Others attending included au- 
Michael Harrington’s The Other Edelman commented on the li- thors Toni Morrison, Joyce Carol
America. brary. Oates and Dorothy Allison.
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HEADLINE: Hillary Clinton touts value of reading
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"For me it really is the answer that I would give because it is a constant 
source of challenge," she said. "There is so much to be learned and unlearned."

The youth minister believed "strongly that if you were to have a faith that 
would withstand the test of challenges in the outside world, then you needed to 
be exposed to that outside world," Mrs. Clinton said.

The first lady told about 300 people at a symposium on children, poverty and 
literacy sponsored by the Children's Defense Fund that when she was growing up, 
she thought she was receiving a "full-life experience living my very comfortable 
suburban life outside Chicago."

Now, when people in public life are asked what is the most meaningful book in 
their life "the safe answer always is the Bible," the first lady noted to her 
audience of scholars, writers and policymakers.

"We are really trying to take children to the next level and make the whole 
country and every network understand that we've got to invest as much in our 
children's school readiness as we do in military readiness," she said.

Then a youth minister at her Methodist church introduced the teen-ager to the 
poetry of e.e. cummings and T.S. Eliot, modern art and the inner-city of Chicago 
where she and her classmates worked with black and Hispanic youths.

Others attending the weekend conference included authors Joyce Carol Oates 
and Toni Morrison, poets Rita Dove and Maya Angelou, Health and Human Services 
Secretary Donna Shalala, Labor Secretary Alexis Herman and home and garden 

personality Martha Stewart.

CDF President Marian Wright Edelman agreed, saying the focus of the symposium 

is keyed to helping young people.

The library is a cantilevered barn revamped by Vietnam Memorial architect 
Maya Lin with donations from Barnes & Noble Chairman Leonard Riggio, a fund 

board member.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton said Friday that the riches of reading helped open 

her eyes to the world of poverty.

But the book that influenced her the most at that critical time was "The 
Other America" by the late political theorist and social activist Michael 
Harrington. The book examined the problems of massive poverty in the midst of 
affluence and technological advance in the 1960s..

"Because after all, I can eat an elephant - and that is not a partisan remark 
- if I can take small bites. We can do more on the issues of poverty and race 
and illiteracy, if we take small bites. And that could be something as small as 

reading to a child."

"I hope that out of this weekend comes a renewed commitment to the whole idea 
of reading and books," Mrs. Clinton said. "But more than that, to the kind of 
emphasis on using reading to expand our horizons and sensitize us and encourage 
us to band together to solve some of these (social) problems.

"All of a sudden the other American that Michael Harrington talks about began 
to seem not just something that existed in the pages of a book, but something 
that was actually real. And slowly but steadily it became a part of my life 
experience, not just my reading experience."

Mrs. Clinton first came to the Children's Defense Fund as an intern. She 
later was staff attorney and finally board chairman of the advocacy 

organization.

& Local Wire

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

On Friday, she helped dedicate a library at the fund's retreat at the former 
farm of the late "Roots" author Alex Haley, which the CDF bought after his death 

in 1994.



Ewing said he showed the draft to "a couple of people tn the office "

Attacking the tactics of Sian's office is key to lite defense strategy.

She is charged with criminal contempt and obstruction of justice

END

In the April 1995 interviews, Mrs Clinton was questioned under oath 
about the work that her law firm had done for James and Susan 
McDougal’s savings and loan, Madison Guaranty

Ewing said he drafted the indictment against the First Ladv sometime 
after September 1996, he w as not more specific I le said it was not 
unusual for a federal prosecutor to draft an indictment whether or not a 
charge is ever brought

As a prosecutor, he said, You're always thinking about what 
possible crime could it be."

She was in conflict with interviews we had already done with several 
people in the Rose Law Firm," Ewing said.

Ewing questioned some of Mrs Clinton's testimony in the Starr 
investigation: ’' I don't know if she was telling the truth or not"

The prosecution rested its case after seven day- mding Thursday 
mommg with testimony from an Arkansas bani r, Ron Proctor, who 
dealt with the original loan for the Whitewater land development.

Geragos also says prosecutors withheld information from die grand 
jurors who indicted McDougal that would have decreased the 
credibility of other witnesses, including McDougal's former husband, 
Janies

Geragos contends dial Susan McDougal refused to answer grand jury 
questions because she felt prosecutors were pressuring her to give 
false testimony against die Clinton.

Ewing also referred to a statement by President Clinton that he did not 
remember w hether he had asked James McDougal to engage Mrs 
Clinton to do legal work for Madison Guaranty During his 
presidential campaign. Clinton had said no, he never made that 
request to McDougal.

Mrs Clinton became a focal point for Starr's investigation in January 
1996 because of the still-unexplained reappearance of her law firm 
billing records on a table inside the White House The records, which 
had vanished after the 1992 presidential campaign, outlined her work 
in Little Rock for the McDougals’ failing savings and loan in 1985 and 
'86

LITTLE ROCK, Ark -- Kenneth Starr's main deputy testified
Thursday that at one point in the Whitew ater investigation he drafted a 
proposed indictment of I lillary Rodham Clinton and showed it to 
others in the independent counsel’s office

Called as the lead-off defense witness in Susan McDougal's trial. W
1 lickman Ewing Jr also testified that he "had problems" with some of 
President Clinton's and Mrs Clinton's statements to investigators in 
April 1995

Asked by McDougal's attorney, Mark Geragos, whether he had ever 
referred to the Clintons as liars," Ewing said,'' I don't know if I used 
the L-word or not But I certainly expressed internally that I had 
problems with some of their answers."

MIAMI HERALD
MARCH 19, 1999

Charge against Mrs. Clinton was 
proposed
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VISITORS FROM 18 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

MEET WITH FIRST LADY

.........

March 19,1999 

^NAACP Begins 
Year-Long 90th 
Birthday Party

African participants in 
a U.S. Information Agency 
(USIA) International 
Visitor program. Women 
and the Law, met earlier 
this month with First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton ■ 
at the White House. The 
Project is designed to 
familiarize participants 
with the American system 
of justice and the evolution 
of women’s rights in the 

• United States.
Participating were 

female magistrates, judges, 
lawyers, and law professors 
from 18 sub-Saharan 
African countries. During 
the course 6f their three- 
week program, participants 
will examine such issues as 
preventing
violence, 
dispute 
combating
harassment, protecting 
children’s rights, legal 
education for women, and 
the impact of the women’s 
vote. These issues will be 

Bond, the president told the star- 
studded audience that the nation 
owes a debt of gratitude for what 
the NAACP has done for America. 
But he also warned against resting

examined from national, 
state, and local 
perspectives, providing 
exposure to a range of 
political and cultural 
viewpoints.

Each year USIA’s 
International Visitor (IV) 
Program brings
approximately . 5,000 
people to the United States 
for three- to four-week 
visits to meet and confer 
with professional
counterparts and to 
experience firsthand the 
United States and its insti­
tutions. The visitors—both 
established and promising 
figures in government, pol­
itics, the media, education, 
labor,, science, and the 
arts—are selected by 
American embassies. The 
Women and the Law 
program began in early 
March in Washington, DC. 
and will continue in 
Jacksonville, FL; Houston 
and El Paso, TX; Cleve­
land, OH; and Boston, MA.

wi g
si

■. •; a
anybody can’t live out their 

dreams, the NAACP will have 
work to do. And America will have 
new ground to break. And 
together, there is no better cause for 
our energies and our lives.”

ft:

on laurels, sounding a note of cau­
tion: “You know that this is not a 
time to take a break, it is a time to 
thank God for our prosperity and 
our opportunities and make the best 
use of them. The sun is shining and 

The NAACP—America’s we need to make hay. We need to 
oldest and largest civil rights woik while the sun is shining. And 
organization—is celebrating 90 t0 do what I would like to do in 
years of activism in 1999. It thcse ,ast ,wo years of my 
officially kicked off its year-long presidency, just like the last<six. we 
birthday party at its Annual Board need ’he help of every one of your 
Meeting in Washington, DC, on 2-200 branches. We need to forge 
February 20. The evening before, new coalitions across the lines of 
President Clinton honored the race and c,ass and religion. We 
NAACP at a reception held in the nccd to close 
magnificent National Museum of opportunity gaps. 

I Women in the Arts. Surrounded by • • •1 know ’hat as long as there 
I President/CEO Kweisi Mfume arc Native American reservations, 

(left) and Board Chairman Julian where young American citizens live 
in communities where the 
diabetes rate is two and 
three and four times the 
national average; as long as 
there are neighborhoods 
where kids really don't 
have a chance to get a 
world-class education; as 
long as there are places 
where nobody’s taking care 
of the pollution, so the 
health rates are not what 
they ought to be; as long as
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Independent counsel Kenneth Starr's prosecutors had an indictment of 
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton drafted by September 1996, Starr's 
top I ittle Rock deputy testified in federal court Thursday

Called by Susan McDougal's lawyers as a witness in her criminal 
contempt and obstruction of justice trial, W Hickman Ewing Jr. also 
said he told colleagues he thought President Clinton and his wife 
weren't telling the truth about aspects of their Arkansas business 
dealings.

"1 don't know if I used die 'L' word or not," Ewing said "But 1 
certainly expressed internally that I had a problem with some of the 
answers we got from the president and the first lady "

Al various points throughout die wide-ranging Whitewater 
investigation, Mrs Clinton's indictment was said to be imminent But 
Ewing's testimony was the first proof, and the news sent rows of 
reporters scurrying out into the hallway to flip open their cellular 
telephones and call their editors

The revelation, which emerged during aggressive questioning by 
McDougal's lawyer Mark Geragos, scored a point for the defense It fit 
McDougal's claim that she refused to answer questions before a 
Whitewater grand jury because Starr's prosecutors were only 
interested in dirt on the Clintons and would charge her with perjury if 
she didn't give diem some

Those refusals, in September 1996 and April 1998, landed 
McDougal in U S District Judge George Howard Jr.'s courtroom, 
where Geragos began Thursday to present her defense Ewing was her 
first witness

fhe position of Starr's team is that McDougal had no legal choice 
but to testify, since she had immunity' and a federal judge had ordered 
her to answer questions

Since die trial began March 8. Ewing, who is not directly involved 
in presenting the prosecution's case, has been the one to oblige 
reporters with statements during court recesses

But because he spent all Thursday afternoon on the witness stand 
and did not want to field questions about his own testimony, associate 
independent counsel Mark Barrett smiled for the cameras after court

Questioned about die draft indictment, Barrett said, "We re 
concerned about that because it is coming out in the context of a 
criminal trial Mrs Clinton, of course, is not the defendant in this case, 
and we have a problem seeing the relevance as to Susan McDougal"

The Clintons' personal lawyer, David E. Kendall, faxed reporters a 
two-sentence statement "The [Office of the Independent Counsel] 
leaked this information a long time ago The mere fact that this 
prosecutor's office drafted a frivolous indictment three years ago has 
no significance whatsoever, except as a possible violation of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995."

Ewmg also testified Thursday that over dinner with Starr staff 
members one evening he graded the Clintons for their performances in 
July 1995 depositions The president got about a C and the first lady 
about an F, Ewmg said, as jurors listened more attentively than they 
have to any previous witness

Ewing said Mrs Clinton's dismal showing came after she said "I 
don't recall" about 50 times during her deposition The questions she 
responded to were "not on Arkansas topics," he said.

It w asn't unusual for his office to draft indictments never shown to a 
grand jury, Ewing said Mrs Clinton's was prepared by September 
1996, the same year the long-sought billing records from her years as 
an attorney at the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock mysteriously appeared 
atop a file cabinet in the White House, stirring heated speculation 
about w here they came from and what they said

The records showed that Mrs Clinton worked on the failed land 
development McDougal's late ex-husband, James, was trying to use to 
prop up his failed savings and loan, Madison Guaranty The first lady 
had never revealed that fact

Ewing's revelations put Mrs Clinton center stage for the second 
time during Susan McDougal's Inal even as the first lady publicly 
considers a run for the U.S Senate from New York On Tuesday, 
portions of a previously secret taped deposition she gave in the White 
I louse last April were shown in court

Geragos also tried to use Ewing's testimony to show Starr's 

Testimony: Indictment of first 
lady drafted in ’96

prosecutors weren't interested in w hether cooperating witnesses told 
the truth, as long as their testimony implicated the Clintons

Geragos grilled the deputy independent counsel at length about 
James McDougal and about former Pulaski County Municipal Judge 
David Hale, both of whom provided information to Starr's 
investigators that Starr's team has admitted to taking w ith a gram of 
salt

Outside court, Geragos said all tins proved his point about Starr's 
deputies: "They had a culprit, they were looking for a crime "

But cross-examining his boss, Barrett emphasized that if Starr's 
investigators welcomed testimony from questionable sources, it w as 
because they wanted to collect all the input they could to reach an 
informed conclusion

His final question to Ewmg: If McDougal provided exculpatory 
information about the president, would you be glad to hear it? 

"Yes," Ewing replied
Court resumes again Monday. Geragos wouldn’t say Thursday when 

he plans to put McDougal on the stand — only that she's "on the 
horizon."

The Camden native has already served 18 months in prison for civil 
contempt after her first refusal to testify, plus 31/2 months for four 
1996 fraud convictions

Testimony was scheduled Thursday from Little Rock attorney 
Richard Hohman, who represents Walter Kaye, the Whitewater grand 
jury witness and Clinton contributor who recommended Monica 
Lewinsky for her job as a White House intern Kaye also contributed 
money to a legal defense fund for Susan McDougal

1 loliman’s clients also include Sarah I lawkins, a Little Rock woman 
who rose to a top administrative position at Madison Guaranty

Hawkins was going to testify on the McDougals' behalf in their
1996 trial, but Hohman advised her not to after leanimg Starr's office 
wouldn't grant her immunity. 1 [oilman said then that Hawkins feared 
the power of Starr’s office.

I [oilman was at the federal courts building Thursday, but there w as 
not time for him to take the stand.
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Social security for the elderly is important, "but we've got to provide the 
same kind of security for children in the early years of their lives," she said.

The defense fund uses the 127-acre Haley farm, bought after the author's 
death in 1994, as a training institute for a variety of programs, including a 
Freedom School tutoring and nurturing project for poor children.

The advocacy group is bringing together more them 300 authors, historians and 
policymakers this weekend to discuss how the arts and scholarship can improve 
children's lives today and tomorrow.

"Our policy papers and our long reports are wonderful," Edelman said. "But we 
need poets and artists and other folks to carry the message to the popular 
culture ... to put children at the top of the nation's agenda."

organized the event at the retreat it has established at the 
the late "Roots" author Alex Haley, about 20 miles north of

The guest list includes first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, a former CDF board 
chairman; authors Joyce Carol Oates and Toni Morrison; U.S. poet laureate Rita 
Dove and poet Maya Angelou.

Edelman said the mission goes beyond thinking up new programs. "We've got the 
models," she said. "The question is how do we spread those everywhere."

"We all know that any child that can't read and write and compute these days 
is going to die socially and economically," Edelman said. "So this weekend is 
about urgency.

Also invited were Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala; Labor 
Secretary Alexis Herman; National Urban League president Hugh Price and home and 
garden personality Martha Stewart.

The CDF has 
former farm of 
Knoxville.

A new library designed by Vietnam Memorial architect Maya Lin was christened 
at the site Friday. Created from an old cantilevered-barn, it is the last 
unfinished building on the Haley property.

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

"We are really trying to take children to the next level and make the whole 
country and every network understand that we've got to invest as much in our 
children's school readiness as we do in military readiness," said Marian Wright 
Edelman, CDF head.

BODY:
There is no time to waste in preparing youngsters for the future, the head 

of the Children's Defense Fund said Friday.

*

"It's about saying, 'Let's get our priorities straight,' because if we don't 
invest in our children, America really is not going to be a first-rate power in 
the new century."
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The campaign will feature posters in major bookstores and various print 
advertisements.

The AAP also will sponsor a "Get Caught Reading" campaign to help spark 
interest among people ages 18 to 34, whom the first lady called a "critical age 
group because it includes, obviously, the parents of very many young children."

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The 
Associated Press.

"This is a great way to reach out to families who run in for a fast-food meal 
and, like all the rest of us, are trying to get from one place to the next," the 
first lady told members of the Association of American Publishers at the group's 
annual meeting.

About 13 million booklets that "explain to parents the importance of 
nourishing their children's minds as well as their bodies" will be attached to 
the meals starting in October, Hillary Rodham Clinton said as she announced the 
campaign Thursday.

BODY:
Along with its Happy Meals, McDonald's will serve up information on why 

parents should read to their children.
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One of Ken Starr’s top deputies 
confirmed publicly Thursday that he 
drafted a proposed indictment of Hil­
lary Rodham Clinton in 1996 and that 
it was reviewed by other prosecutors 
in the independent counsel’s office.

Starr deputy Hickman Ewing, 
called as a defense witness in Susan 
McDougal’s contempt trial in Little 
Rock, said he “had problems” with 
some statements President Clinton 
and the first lady made to investiga­
tors in 1995.

“She was in conflict with inter­
views we had already done with sev­
eral people in the Rose Law Firm,” 
Ewing testified Thursday. "I don’t 
know if she was telling the truth or 
not.”

Ewing said he drafted the pro­
posed indictment sometime after 
September 1996. Starr never sought a 
grand-jury Indictment, primarily be­
cause he did not have an overwhelm­
ing case against her, people with 
knowledge of his probe have said.

Although USA TODAY and other 
news organizations have reported 
that Starr’s office drafted prose­
cution memos, Ewing’s testimony 
was the first public acknowledgment 
that it took concrete steps toward 
what would have been the first in­
dictment of a first lady.

Ewing s testimony came as Clinton 
Is weighing a possible race for the 
U.S. Senate from New York.

"(Starr’s office) illegally leaked 
this information a long time ago,” Da­
vid Kendall, Hillary Clinton's lawyer, 
said Thursday. "The mere fact that 
this prosecutor's office drafted a friv­
olous indictment three years ago has 
no significance whatsoever, except as 
a possible violation of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995.”

Clinton is referred to numerous 
times in an Indictment of Webster 
Hubbell, the former No. 3 Justice De­
partment official. She is listed as a 
possible prosecution witness in that 
trial, scheduled to begin in June in 
Washington.

On Thursday, federal District 
Judge James Robertson dismissed 
the charge that Hubbell made false 
statements to conceal his and Clin­
ton’s work on Castle Grande, a fraud­
ulent Arkansas land development. 
Nine counts remain.

Ewing: Deputy independent counsel 
says he 'had problems’ with the troth­
fulness of some of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton's answers to his questions.

Starr’s office Investigated Clinton 
for alleged obstruction of Justice in 
connection with law firm records re­
lated to Castle Grande, making false 
statements before the Whitewater 
grand Jury, conspiring to cover up 
sham land sales and her role in the 
firing of White House travel office 
employees.

She has denied any wrongdoing.
Whitewater prosecutors originally 

questioned Clinton under oath in 
April 1995 about the work her law 
firm had done for James and Susan 
McDougal's savings and loan, Madi­
son Guaranty.

Susan McDougal is on trial for re­
fusing to answer questions about the 
Clintons before the Whitewater 
grand Jury last April. She was con­
victed of Whitewater-related felonies 
in May 1996 In connection with a 
$300,000 federal loan she obtained il­
legally.

McDougal's lawyer, Mark Gera- 
gos, called Ewing to the stand as part 
of his effort to show that Starr's office 
is out to get the Clintons.

Asked Thursday whether he had 
ever referred to the Clintons as “li­
ars." Ewing told Geragos, "I don’t 
know if I used the L-word or not. But 
I certainly expressed internally that I 
had problems with some of their an­
swers."

Ewing said that at dinner one eve­
ning with other Starr staffers, he 
graded the president and first lady on 
their responses to questioning by 
Whitewater investigators.

"I said, the president about a ‘C’ 
and Mrs. Clinton about an 'F,' ” Ew­
ing testified.
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BAD SPELR: When Hillary Cllnlon 
did an on-line chat on Tuesday 
night, she didn't type in her 
own answers. Good thing, be­
cause the replies under the 
name of TheFrstLdy were rid­
dled with typos. In the first 15 
minutes, there were at least 10. 
When Mrs. Clinton made a ref­
erence to Arkaasas and it 

came up "Arkaasaw" the chat 
host immediately clarified to 
the audience that TheFrstLdy 
was not responsible for the key­
board strokes. That was a 
bamesandnobte.com staffer.

SIGHTING; Michael Jackson at a 
Rexall Drugs in Los Angeles, 11 
p.m. Sunday, in sunglasses and 
a surgical mask. With him: his 
son Prince, 2, and two body­
guards. Jackson was checking 
out the makeup

222



There was no immediate comment from the first lady’s office.

"I ler office has confirmed that she is coming,” NYSUT spokeswoman 
Linda Rosenblatt said Wednesday

Mrs Clinton is ey eing the New York Senate seat being vacated next 
year by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan On the Republican side. 
New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani is considering the race

In addition to discussing her possible Senate candidacy with top New 
York Democrats invited to the White House, Mrs Clinton has in 
recent days been reaching out to Democratic county chairmen from 
across New York.

OS ION GLOBE 
MARCH 18, 1999

Behn said some of the hundreds of demonstrators expected in Buff alo 
would probably protest the first lady's visit 

Rosenblatt said that while at NYSUT's annual convention, Mrs 
Clinton will be presented with the union's "Albert Shanker 
Distinguished Service Award"

Rosenblatt said that while "NYSUT has a great deal of respect for 
her,” it was too soon for the union to be discussing whether it would 
hack a Senate candidacy by Mrs Clinton

"We talked a lot about Erie County and (lie things that need to be 
jump-started," Ene County Chairman Steven Pigeon told The Buffalo 
News about his two recent conversations with the first lady 

Party officials said Mrs Clinton may also return to New York City on 
April 19 to attend a fund raiser for U.S. Rep Jerrold Nadler, one of 
her husband's biggest defenders during his impeachment Inal

Should the first lady's visit to the NYSUT convention come off as 
scheduled, it would fall on the fifth day of an eight-day "Operation 
Save Amenca” protest in Buffalo.

The Rev Bob Behn, executive director of Last Call Ministries in 
Buff alo and one of the organizers of this year's protest, said 
Wednesday that he wasn't aware of Mrs Clinton's planned visit

The April 22 appearance before about 3,OCX) delegates to the New 
York State United Teachers union annual convention in Niagara Falls 
would come in the middle of a major anti-abortion protest planned for 
nearbv Buffalo Mrs Clinton and the president are strong supporters 
of abortion rights One organizer of the anti-abortion protest said the 
first lady should expect demonstrators to greet her 

The 420,000-member NYSUT is the state's largest teachers' union 
and has heavy political clout in New York

It would mark Mrs Clinton's first visit to upstate New York since she 
announced last month that she was considering the Senate race. She 
did make a two-day foray into New York City earlier this month to 
much media hoopla

Previous NYSUT conventions have attracted such political luminaries 
as Elizabeth Dole, Vice President Al Gore and Sen Edward Kennedy 
Then-Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton spoke to the convention in 1990.

'Tin sure she knows about our plans and she's coming to shore up the 
pro-choice movement," Behn said

N1 At iARA FA1 I S, N Y -1 lillary Rixlham Clinton, eyeing a possible 
run for the U.S Senate, plans to cozy up to New York's politically 
powerful teachers during a visit next month to the "1 loneymoon 
Capital of the World," according to officials

Organizers hope the event will reunite participants from the "Spring of 
Life" protests staged in Buffalo in 1992. During that event, about
1,000 abortion protesters targeted clinics and doctors offices during a 
two-week period More than 600 people were arrested

"I expect some people would be there, but whether we all go, I don't 
know," he said

"I did come away from the conversation thinking she wants to run, 
based on her sincerity, depth of knowledge, the fact that I got the call 
at all," Onondaga County Chairman Steven Paquette told the Syracuse 
Post-Standard

Mrs. Clinton’s visit with teachers 
to coincide with abortion protest

Advisers to Mrs Clinton have said she probably won’t make a 
decision about the Senate race until June or July, at the earliest. 
END


