
New \ ork Daily News Online | News ...City | First Lady Thinkin^^D^://4/http.7/www.nydailynews..._Views/Beyond_the_City/a-1991 hasp

DAILY
NEWS W
-----crifenc edaim Ha«ut foswt

M Beyond the City ||

H

■OS
She said:

1 of3 2/17/99 10:16 AM

-

■

"I am deeply gratified by the large number 
of people who have encouraged me to 
consider running for the U.S. Senate seat 
being vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan.

Gibson AP 
First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton

First Lady Thinking It Over 

Gratified at uproar 
as she mulls Senate run
By THOMAS M. DcFRANK and KENNETH R. BAZINET 
Daily News Washington Bureau

"A decision will be made soon, but it isn’t imminent," said a 
close adviser to the First Lady. "I do not see it for a few weeks 
or possibly a couple of months."

In her first words on the topic since the 
idea of a bid was floated late last year, 
Clinton issued a short written statement 
that will fuel the guessing game.
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The adviser said Clinton wants a reality check before she 
decides.

"The New York Democrats are just gilding the lily because 
they want her to run," the source said. "So they're telling her it 
will be easy to put together. But she knows the race will be 
damn tough — a lot tougher than they’d like her to think."

Clinton will spend "serious time" in New York in coming 
weeks to "get a better feel for the landscape" before deciding 
whether to run. A March 3 visit to New York City is planned, 
as are trips to the suburbs and upstate.
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WASHINGTON 
illary Rodham Clinton — "deeply gratified" by the 
clamor for her to run for a New York Senate seat in
2000 — said yesterday she will give it "careful thought" 

and decide this year.
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"Until now, I have not been able to do so, but I will give 
careful thought to a potential candidacy in order to reach a 
decision later this year."
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The First Lady's bid for time may throw a monkey wrench 
into Moynihan's hopes that the Democratic field would take 
shape quickly.

Clinton's adviser said: "She understands she can't leave people 
hanging, but she's got to get more of a feel for this."

• Hugely popular in recent polls.
• Name recognition to die for.
• Fund-raising would be a snap.

Union, a perennial power in New York 
elections. Her candidacy is expected to be 
high on their agenda.

While Clinton is deciding whether she will or won't, other 
potential Democratic candidates are in limbo — hindered in 
their ability to snare attention, raise money or enlist big-name 
support.
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One consideration for Clinton is that her probable opponent 
would be Mayor Giuliani, who aides say is not going to be 
scared off.

hf ■

There is no legal handicap for a newcomer to New York to 
run. A candidate need only have purchased or rented a 
residence by Election Day, according to the state Board of 
Elections. New York has elected two residence-come-lately 
senators — Robert Kennedy in 1964 and James Buckley in 
1970.

"She’s more than intrigued — she's very 
interested," the confidant told the Daily 
News. "But there are still a lot of buts. 
Everyone who characterizes this as a 
slam-dunk [to run] are just crazy."

Harold Ickes, former White House deputy 
chief of staff who is helping the First Lady 
evaluate the Senate race, is to meet today 

 with Dennis Rivera, head of Local 1199 of 
Applewhite ap the Health and Human Services Employees 

Mrs. Clinton will TT -—------ .
visit New York
before deciding on
a run.

"The First Lady's decision is not likely to have any direct 
impact on the mayor's decision on whether or not to mount a 
Senate bid," said one City Hall source familiar with Giuliani's 
thinking.

"He announced very early so that there would be plenty of 
time for people to raise money," said a source close to 
Moynihan. "The longer candidates go unannounced on the 
Democratic side, the more it defeats that purpose.... If she 
wants to run, she should go ahead, announce and do it."
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Could Cut Either Way:

William Goldschlag
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• Campaign would focus unwanted attention on First 
Daughter, Chelsea. But if she stumps with mom, she's 
an asset.

• Less time hangin' with Bill.
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• Lowey's Preparing — Just in Case (02/17/1999)

■ Some Noo Yawk Style Will Sure Aid Hillary (02/17/1999)

■ Prez Gives Hil a Plug (02/16/1999)

■ Hil Eying N.Y. Run for Senate (02/12/1999) 
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• Limits income potential to pay off millions in legal 
bills.

• Tougher to control media access as candidate than as
First Lady.

• Her husband's scandal baggage.
• Her own scandal baggage.
• Carpetbagger baggage.
• Foes will focus on controversial remarks, such as 

support for Palestinian statehood.
• Unavailable to help national ticket or Democrats in 

other 49 states.

■ anything!

• Other Democrats willing to stay out of primary if she's
in.

• A way to push her pet causes after President Clinton 
leaves office.

• Can get in the face of Clinton's enemies on Capitol Hill.
• Her coattails could help other New York Democrats in 

close races.
• If she won, she'd be an instant presidential contender in 

2004 or 2008.
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or the dynasty issue, for that 
has to be an insurmountable hurdle in New York for a liberal 

Democrat with a national profile. Robert Kennedy's successful campaign 
in 1964 was proof enough of that. But this is not 1964, and the first 
lady would also bring a lot of other baggage to a Senate campaign. 

She was the leading advocate for the great policy disaster of her 
husband's presidency, the elaborate health-care reforms that crashed and 
burned in Congress during his first term. She was tarnished at least 
temporarily by the firing of the White House travel staff, although 
Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr brought no charges. Her role in the 
Whitewater and Castle Grande land deals and in questionable billings by 
the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock remains murky to this day. Imagine what 
a potential opponent like the famously pugnacious New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani might do in a slash-and-burn campaign against a record 
like that.

Still, it's understandable that New York Democrats are salivating 
over the prospect of a Clinton candidacy. The top local talent has 
already bailed out, and the first lady would be a formidable fund-raiser 
if she decided to make the race. But after six bruising years in the 
White House, you've got to wonder whether she's really prepared to stay 
the course.

It looks as if the Hillary-for-senator boomlet isn't going away.
President Bill Clinton fueled it with a conditional endorsement of 

his spouse during their visit to Mexico. "She'd be great if she did 
it," he said. Rep. Charles Rangel, New York's senior Democrat in the 
House, said, "She's seriously considering it and I'm excited about it.” 
And Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, whose departure will create the 
vacancy in question, waxed eloquent about the first lady's "magnificent, 
young, bright, able, Illinois-Arkansas enthusiasm."

Hold it right there for a minute. In a characteristically artful 
way, this canny incumbent has put his finger on one of the most obvious 
questions about a Hillary Rodham Clinton campaign for his seat in 2000: 
What has she got to do with New York?

Not that the carpetbagger issue
matter
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By Ken Fireman. WASHINGTON BUREAU; Liam Pleven contributed to this 
story.

Washington - In her first public comment on the subject, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said yesterday she is giving "careful thought" to a run 
for a U.S. Senate seat from New York and will announce a decision later 
this year.

The first lady's statement will almost certainly fuel the growing 
political boomlet that has already made her a prime potential candidate 
for the seat currently held by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.), 
who is retiring next year.

Her statement comes one day after President Bill Clinton publicly 
touted her potential candidacy, and just four days after the president 
was acquitted in a Senate impeachment trial.

That acquittal, the first lady said, made it possible for her to 
address her political future for the first time.

"Until now, I have not been able to do so, but I will give careful 
thought to a potential candidacy in order to reach a decision later this 
year," she said in a statement released yesterday evening. "In the 
meantime, I intend to continue to focus my attention on the issues 
central to the president's agenda and on which we have worked together 
for many years."

The first lady's press secretary, Marcia Berry, confirmed that it was 
the resolution of the Senate trial that made it now possible for Clinton 
to weigh a possible run for office.

"We made it clear that she was not in a position to think about 
this during that trial," Berry said.

Berry said she could not predict how long it would take for the first 
lady to declare her intentions. But she discouraged speculation that an 
announcement might come when Clinton speaks to the Women’s Leadership 
Forum, an arm of the Democratic National Committee, in Manhattan on 
March 3. "I can't imagine she'll know in two or three weeks," Berry
said.

The issue of timing could be critical to Democratic chances for 
retaining Moynihan's seat in the face of what is expected to be a strong 
bid for it by New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. While Clinton
deliberates, other potential candidates, such as Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Westchester), have been forced into a holding pattern.

"That's a problem," said one New York Democrat, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. "Nita is waiting and ready to go," but the need to wait 
until the first lady makes her decision cuts into the time Lowey would

■ need to raise money and get her campaign going should Clinton decline to 
run, the Democrat said.

Lowey has been meeting prospective supporters at the AFL-CIO 
convention in Florida, in California and upstate New York this week. 

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said yesterday he hopes Clinton 
makes her decision "relatively early, I'd say by early spring," in order 
to leave time for other candidacies to develop should the first lady 
decide not to run.

At her sole public event yesterday, a ceremony to promote the 
administration's proposal for more funds for hurricane relief in Central 
America, the first lady shrugged off a shouted question from a reporter 
about her possible candidacy with a smile and a wave of her hand. 

Speculation about a possible Senate candidacy was initially sparked

Hillary: Careful Thought' / NY Senate bid is on her mind
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by Clinton's campaign appearances for Schumer last fall, which drew 
large and enthusiastic crowds. And it has been fueled by encouraging 
polls, such as one taken late last month by Quinnipiac College.

That survey found that Clinton led Giuliani among all voters by
51 percent to 42 percent, and that among women voters her lead was 58 
percent to 36 percent.

"That's not a gender gap, that's a gender chasm," observed Maurice 
Carroll, director of the poll, which had a margin of error of 2.8 
percentage points and was taken between Jan. 26 and Feb. 1



Wednesday, Feb. 17. 1999 Al INEWSThe Atlanta Journal-Constitution *****

First Lady considering Senate race

speculation about her plans, first

number of people” have urged

While CUnton has made no encouraged me to consider run- . uMr<. C]intQn wouid be
decision, President Clinton has ning for the U.S. Senate seat No j ^fier of RepubU

event concluded.
Clinton just smiled at the ques-

PHOTOCORY
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‘Careful thought’:
Clinton says she’ll decide 

about the New York 

campaign later in year.

can Party in New York state.”

By Bob Deans
WASHINGTON BUREAU

said he would support her “enthu- being vacated by Senator Daniel 
siastically” if she chose to run and Patrick Moynihan,” Clinton said 
that he thinks she “would be ter- in a statement released by her 
rific” in the Senate. office. “Until now, I have not

On Tuesday, the first lady pre- been able to do so, but I will give 
sided over a White House cere- careful thought to a potential can- 
mony to announce a request for didacy in order to reach a deci- 
nearly $1 billion in U.S. recon- sion later this year.” Until then, 
struction aid for Central Ameri- she said, “I intend to continue to 
can countries ravaged last fall by focus my attention on the issues 

Washington — After weeks of Hurricane Mitch. central to the president’s agenda
“Mrs. Clinton, everyone wants and on which we have worked 

’ If 
Clinton did decide to run, a prime

Senate next year.
In a statement released late in 

the day, Clinton said “a large tion and waved, 
number of people” have urged Hours later, though, she gave 
her to run for the seat being an answer of sortsi

“I am deeply gratified by the

lady Hillary Rodham Clinton said to know if you’re going to run for tOgether for many years.” 
Tuesday she would give “careful the Senate,” CBS News corre-   
thought" to running for the U.S. spondent Bill Plant shouted as the Republican opponent would 

...u-j New York Qty Mayor

Rudolph Giuliani.
Giuliani’s press secretary 

released a statement Tuesday 
evening saying, in part, that “he
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A Shift in Style for a New Senator
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Reflecting on what he described as
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anywhere in the country to lobby 
executives to locate offices upstate 

"God has blessed me with a lot of 
energy," Mr. Schumer said m Roch­
ester "And 1 want to put a lot of that 
energy into helping companies un­
derstand what a great place upstate 
New York is for relocating "

During his upstate tours, he plays 
the eager student, not shy about ask­
ing questions, or showing off a bit.

At a meeting with Kodak execu­
tives in Rochester, he noted that he 
majored in chemistry for two years 
at Harvard, and offered some edu­
cated guesses as to why silver is light 
sensitive. And in a private meeting 
with officials at Monroe County Com­
munity College, he apparently let 
slip about his perfect scores on the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test

"He’s got more people skills rtian 
you'd expect for someone who got 
1600 on his SAT's," Dr Peter Spina, 
the college president, said

in his fashion. Mr Schumer has 
also tried to demonstrate that he is 
not just another downstair politician 
who has no interest tn upstate’s prob­
lems until election time. One tech­
nique tell jokes about the city.

At a dinner of business leaders tn 
Jamestown. Representative Amo 
Houghton, a Republican from Cor­
ning, gave Mr. Schumer a red cordu­
roy hat with the tetters, A M
Schumer put the hat on his la- d a Kt 
said with a wide grin, "In my dis- 

By JAMES DAO

WASHINGTON. Feb. 28 - Charles 
E Schumer says his personal life has 
not changed that much since he be­
came New York's junior Senator He 
still buys suits at a discount clothier, 
stays at budget hotels and urges peo­
ple to call him Chuck

But Mr Schumer, a Democrat, is 
sweating the details of a change in 
his political life No longer just the 
Representative for parts of Brooklyn 
and Queens, he now must understand 
the problems, weather the com­
plaints and be the voice of 17 million 
constituents, including many who 
think he is a city-centric liberal who 
could not care less about them.

With his straight-A-student relent­
lessness. Mr Schumer. 48, has im­
mersed himself in issues important 
to upstate communities, from rising 
air fares in Syracuse to falling milk 
prices in Watertown, from low pay at 
Fort Drum to high electric rates in 
Jamestown

"There is no reason why Roches­
ter, with its great companies and its 
great institutions, shouldn't be a 
high-tech mccca in the entire North­
east." he told reponers at the open­
ing of his Rochester office earlier 
this month. "That 's one of the things 
I intend to do."

But he is also worrying about how 
he will play io another audience, his 
99 fellow senators Theirs is a more 
intimate and courtly club than the 
House; individual members have far 
more power to shape legislation, per­
sonal relations are paramount to 

trlct. they would pronounce this 
ammo." The room broke up.

His tnps. Mr Schumer says, have 
already affected his voles On a No­
vember visit to Fort Drum, he rode 
in a lank and received a tour from a 
two-star general who complained 
about the Army's problems in re­
cruiting and keeping soldiers The 
visit convinced Mr Schumer of the 
need for raising military pay. and he 
voted for such legislation last week.

In the House. Mr Schumer said, he 
might have dismissed the bill by 
saying. "Maybe we should he spend­
ing this on other things "

Mr. Schumer, whose family lives 
in Park Slope in Brooklyn, said his 
frequent travels have not prevented 
him from devoting Saturdays to his 
Wife and two daughters, Alison, 9. 
and Jessica. 14. He has made every­
one of Alison's Sunday basketball 
games with the 78th Precinct Youth 
Council, and he still faxes home solu­
tions to his daughters’ math home­
work problems almost nightly, his 
wife. Iris Wemshall. said.

Ms. Weinshall. a deputy commis­
sioner in the New York City Depart­
ment of Citywide Administrative 
Services, said being a senator has 
also not changed Mr. Srhumer's 
taste for modestly priced blue and 
gray suits. "A salesman said to him. 
Now that you're a senator, you 

should buy a more expensive suit.' ” 
she recalled "Chuck said forget it."

success, and brass-knuckle politics 
are usually frowned upon.

tn the House. Mr Schumer was 
widely considered an effective and 
tireless legislator who made himself 
an expert on a range of issues, in­
cluding gun control and bunking. But 
his critics, and many allies, also 
viewed him as an incorrigible self­
promoter who could be abrasive and 
partisan at times To succeed in the 
Senate, they say. he will have to rein 
in Mime of those tendencies

No one seems to understand that 
better than Mr. Schumer Accused in 
the past of grabbing credit for legis­
lation that others wrote, he says he 
plans to allow more senior senators 
to take the lead on legislation he once 
sponsored in the House He has also 
been turning down invitations to ap­
pear on television talk programs, he 
says, partly to avoid causing resent­
ment among his colleagues

And after years of attacking House 
Republican leaders, he says he is 
learning about bipartisanship in the 
Senate, vowing to style himself after 
the late Senator Jacob K. Javits, a 
liberal New York Republican known 
for working well with Democrats.

The talk of renewed bipartisanship 
that emerged during impeachment 
Is real, he said tn a recent interview. 
"I go into a room with Senators, I 

start thinking. T get 50 of these guys 
to support me on something, I can 
pass it.’ " he said. "You don't begin 
to think that way when there are 
435" 

his attempts to defer to more senior 
colleagues, he said: "As a freshman 
member, you do things differently 
Whenever there is a group of people 
talking. I’ll defer to my senior col­
leagues first, then say my piece." He 
paused, then added slyly. But It's a 
small group, so it's less of a wait."

Still, old habits can die hard Some 
of Mr Schumer's colleagues ex­
pressed amazement at how often he 
appeared before the microphones 
outside the Senate chamber or on 
television interviews during the Sen­
ate impeachment trial m January

And when he delivered a stand-up 
routine at the Washington Press Club 
Foundation’s Congressional dinner 
earlier this month. Mr Schumer was 
widely panned when he took several 
barbed shuts at House Republicans

The act. which was written by his 
staff with the assistance of the writ­
er-comedian Al Franken, a fellow 
Harvard graduate, opened with Mr. 
Schumer poking fun at himself for 
being a publicity hound. But the ball­
room fell silent when Mr. Schumer 
quipped that Representative Bob 
Barr, a conservative Republican 
from Georgia, was preparing legisla­
tion titled the Defense of White Mar­
riage Act.

And the silence broke into hisses 
when Mr. Schumer turned to House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert and said. 
•’I'd like to congratulate Denny on 
his appointment by Tom DeLay.” 
Mr DeLay, the House whip, has been 
singled out by some Democrats as 
being the most powerful Republican

fri-

in the House
’ Debacle," one Washington week­

ly, Roll Call, called the performance 
"Over the top.” several Republicans 
said. Even Josh Isay, Mr Schumer s 
chief of staff, said. "I wanted to 
crawl under the table."

No one seriously thinks that the 
performance will damage Mr. Schu­
mer's standing in the Senate. But it 
confirmed some people's impres­
sions of him as hard-edged and parti­
san. Congressional officials said.

His friends say the misstep has 
already been forgotten. Mr. Schu­
mer, they say. Is destined for Senate 
stardom because he is a natural-born 
legislator, a pragmatist who can 
sidestep ideology to get things done. 

"The Senate is a very wide open 
place," said Senator Richard J. Dur­
bin. an Illinois Democrat who shares 
a town house on Capitol Hill with Mr 
Schumer. "That plays to his 
strength He's a bright fellow — I 
guess you'll have to write that, won't 
you? — and will be a major player.” 

Mr. Schumer has devoted much of 
his time since the election to travel­
ing around the state, particularly to 
the regions north of the New York 
City suburbs, traditionally Republi­
can territory that he is determined to 
win In 2004. He has pledged to put 
three upstate issues at the top of his 
legislative agenda: reducing air 

. lares, cutting utility costs and creat­
ing jobs He has said he will travel 
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Senator Charles E. Schumer looking out over the Hart Senate Office Building during an office selection tour.
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LADY IN WAITING
New York Rep. Nila Lowey, Ready to Run if the First Lady Doesn’t

r x / newspaper business “B-matter.’ relegated 

/ W to the 12th paragraph of the main story. As 
JL JL in: “On the Democratic side. Rep. Nita

LOWEY. C8, Col. I
I

r 11 the action is taking place around her and 
in spite of her. She is what they call in the

Lowey of Westchester has said she probably will run if 
Mrs. Clinton does not."

Waiting for Hillary, it's called.
The network talk shows can't get enough of Lowey, 

but all they really want to talk about is whether 
Hillarv will be New York’s junior senator. They treat 
Lowey like a political analyst, asking her about

Hillary's position on a Palestinian state. Whatever.
Like she's Mary Matalin or somebody.
Lowey’s congressional colleagues—indeed. 

Democrats everywhere—are no better. They have 
worked their collective saliva into a mighty river of 
drool. Pltase run, Hillary, we 're beggin ‘ya, please. 
They have guaranteed the first lady she won't have a 
dollop of primary opposition next year. What 
about an actual home in the Apple? No problem. Rep. 
Charlie Rangel (D-N.Y) says at least one good 
Democrat is offering a Park Avenue condo so the 
Arkansan who lives in Washington can establish 
residency in New York.
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By Kevin Merida
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A holding pattern: Rep. Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), at a subcommittee hearing, says she'll probably run for the Senate if Hillary Rodham Clinton, below, doesn’t.
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Rep. Nita Loivey on Standby
LOWTY. Fmm Cl

4She’s the “backup" candidate.

* *

tlnature ot politks.'
In other wonts, Lowey is the

Clinton is Bmadway. Thanks, kw;. 37^'.i*'

across the atata low., with, from left. New tort S.oubf^an »™s. 9>ck Uao. John Sweeoe, »d Sh

DetrasTtilic Rep. Jose Serrano Lowey, whose office photo nillaxe Lowry’s people say they 
htrtwsl I .went- _ I..... r__  _r_.___  _z t a ik. 1^.4..'., sh?\lherv.w

is like talking Mite a dcviston henrtf in early hrU she is." explains I arrull 
• aKuana__  ___ > %-hmsw. M—

To which Lowry replied: Tm just Clinton about an it

any number ol other issues they

the first .1 the year But to demon- pearanrn. She asked Lowry about

not a factor And Fm one of those

cm u> help me in any way.'

1

run."
.And if Hillary decides mH to n»n.
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r KMitt * WLW- Ml ***mt;ru. imsi 
herwood Boehlen.

to a tricnd."
Except this mcTting
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conducting early surveys on the
race. “If it goes on and on. that
cheapens the nomination. It doestl t diate letdown.” says Rep. Serrano.

■hut then you mose lack to the

being trod.
Then there is the matter of mov­

ing around the Ware and budding 
support among Democratic constit­
uencies. Just in case. Last week, she 
adtln-sHivl a Democratic dub in 
Manhattan. The firevious week she 
attended a dinner of black and 
Hisianic state legist tors in Albany, 
•poke to AHATO political directors 
tn Miami Beach and keynoted a 
luncheon of Democratic activists in

percent said thc-y haven't heard 
enough to nuke a judgment.

It mean, nobody knows who the

-

“1 ikm’t know if the dtM-usMiin _____________ z_______________
would be al this ievd if Hiilan were champKW (M incmurd funding for 
— _ _____ . __ . «•». «• -.---C hreust canLer (her rrweber

 OK
New York delegukai ind Gov. . * '' “J i
Tasorge I*ataki was bre-.iking up. had a very warm relationship.'says

pursuing the race seriousiy. but 
encouraged Low-ev to move forward 
with Iter own.rawderatioM. And so 
on. They ehalln! lor an hour and 13 
minutes. The number one priority, 
they high agreed, was ensunng that 
Den* vrats keep the scat Pat Moynr 
han is vacating. Fhey agreed to talk

•irith die bit. On Capitol Hill the t.   
other day. as a nwelmg between the asked tor. the two greeted each

~ Cz: other with losses. -We're always

says Rangel,
Thanks. Charlie. 
'If Hdlary doesn t run and .f Nita

does, we will all rally around Nila,’
explains Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D- 
N.Y ), who quickly adds -Obvious- Buffalo. Last month she trekked to 
ly. Hillary is a more gUinmus. Syracuse and Newburgh and has

I I

Charles Schumer. New York's 
newly elected Democratic- wnalre. 

______ _____________ _____ was m a similar bind when he Iwtpn 
"So well hare to be in touch and lu" campaign trom a comlortahle 

real in the House, He had low 
Slatewrtk- name reciignition and a 
celebrity Democratic primary oppis 
nenl in Genddine Ferraro.
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And what d Lowry, the Clinton 
idiimnslration loyalist who's repre­
sented pirts of Westchester County. 
Queens and the Bruni for 10 rears?

cick.-says Lowry.
What if they don't?
'I think it 's too early to face dial. I 

resprst her decision-making pn>

'No one thought 1 hail a prJyF." 
Lowry oralis

Shi acknowledges that the la« 
Hillary I Juibn wags, the toughBtthe 
road ahead. "Sore, sure," says Lowes 
■But I led confident if Mrs, Ointrai 
dorsnt nm. she will do wtuiev^jwlii- 
I—in tat liavln enaa in inw "

“No.imx rvalE U she nms. she 
wiD be enthuBiastM^lIy Nuppudiii by 
Nev. Yorkers. .And if I run, I luive a

‘ by June 30. which mean* raising 
’ ruunhiy $133,000 1 nuxith. So far.
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race, her giuhs li> get toil n million trict btwey updated her im how she other Dena. rJ to raise money '
■ r was pn-tiaring lor a Senate cany s

rey Lowry confidants, that target is The first lady maik- it dear she was Quinnipiac College, wlikh has been « this vwy minute, win be Hillary frefagm*!.
u — —1 - ——— — -c- Ci—.™. Certainly. Uiwey must be tired ol
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-As «rg a. Nita s getting an «i*l -u ;ur

4k- admonished.
Wncn shr pass*** her ci Jkn^jes

well-known candidate. But that's the upcoming trips to Watertown. Roch- 

y - ' ester and .aher areas of the state.
■. ‘ Tm ikiing what 1 have to do io

community playhouse and Hillary prepare. " she says.

yy When Lowey came to visit the

again soon.
*1 have great respect .mil affection 

lor congress*nman Nita Lowry and 
have worked with her over the 
years." says the first lady through 
her spokeswoman Marha Biry 
"She's a leader on issues atlecting 
families, such as education. I have 
been in her district anil know how 
well she has represented her const it 
 uinta. I appreciate greatly her un-

But hey. Lmrey knows how hi go first lady at the White House rear ik-rst.m<hng of my need to ciaisakr
kst week a merting she carefully the piwibility of a Senate

‘ - | raceinNewYork."
But when will she decide?
The short answer no time soon. 

„„  ... . .r arc not
display* four pictures of her and expecting the first Laly's deeiskin 

.g bekirc June, The problem is that
around the table talking to Hillary Lowey has pubfidv said she will
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Tbis is somethuig Rip. Rick Lazio 
understiunls. Lazio tR-N.Y.) is hi a 
-imibr pnchrana-nL He ia cunsak-r 
mg runiung tor the Ripuhikan Sen­
ate nomination, but all the media 
l«zz is about Iww it's New York 
Mtyur Rudy Giulianfs to low. II he 
wants it. Everyone expects a Giuliani- 
Clinhai matdiup That's the hype. Al 
if no other pmNinls matter. ’

■Actually, it's less trustrating than 
many might imagine." says Lazio, 
■Being out of the bright liidns gisi-i 
you tin- freedom and time to move 
around and ask questions and listen 
to people and not fed the need to 
grre kneeqerk answers. You base 
time to think through issues.'

Which is exactly what Lowey' is 
trying to do.

To gel to Congress in thtfirsl 
place, she had to defeat Iwirterm 
incuntbcnl Republican Rep. Jn*ph 
DioGuanli in 19R8. He referrfd lo 
her as "Bella Abzug without the 
hat," She knows something a£uut 
long odd.-.

the understudy." toalriend.' ’’ spring. And yet she is emphatic that
Waiting lor Hillary Except this meeting was not *«e are no circumstances under
Not that waiting far Hilkiry is a about public school cmistructkm or **®;h she will run if Hillary runs, 

sedentary spirt. any number of other issues they ;.—I------
Last week, Lowey spent 25 hours both ran- about This was about hopefully our schedules will .rare

phoning prospective donors. She brass pilitical cak-ulations. Harold 
attended a Democratic Senatorial Ickes, who is advising Clinton in her 
Campaign Committre fundraiser to expkratun. was there. And he is 

make more donor contacts. A couple advising her to take her lime. Or-

■fas

---------------------------- ■ he ---------------
Sh.- is being » generous. But it's anymore if Hillary decides not to in the halt nr down in the Capitol s 

" "* subway, thev offer new greetings
Rep Howard Coble (R N.C.):

 r ____ A (TMiAi), who knows both women
was preikiring for a Senate cany says Maurice Carroll, director of the " ell. "The first persem to do J 
paign. should the first lady opt out puling institute at Connecticut's fund-raiser lie Nita Lowey, I preslict

mean the next fgrson ran t win. but 
it makes that person look like sec- mode of winning back Congrew and 
ond choice, damaged gi««ls.- keeping tlr White House, anil you solid record ul avomplishmetd,'

If that next perron is lowey. she build excitc-meot all over again. But w> ar there is not nxxJi talk
has a huge hill to climb. Recent 1 don't know if the dM-ussion about who Lowey ». She has been a 
polling by Carrofs institute diows “
that ixily 14 percent of voters said
they were very likely nr somewhat people asking Hillary to ran. Even died tnsn the disease in 1981).
likely to vote lor Inwey if she were though poplc arc ignoring Nita lirnght lor tougher drunkdriving
the Democrats Senate randidate; 63 right nm*. Iliey're still aware that laws.»afi»merch.iiroftheCoiigre* 

•aonal Caucus fir Women's Issues 
,mtl is pertiaps die n»4 ;vominent 
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Clinton adnimi-oratkai s welfare re 
form plan and backed NAFTA, even 
though nearly half of her political 
action renmutlee durations were 
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ikig day* >4 the administratiun. Low­
ey was a regular IN defender of the 
Clintons who were getting piwdcnxi 
over Whitewater ami the health care- 
reform disaster

And now. -he can't get hearel at aD.
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Studying the Understudy

Lowey. a former PTA president, 
tfoes about IkT round;* in the House 
with a kind ol girbsh enerjO’. i* 
Hl. with four grarukhikiren. <)n one 
recent day. she left a TV studio and 
openly frvttcd Jwul her makeup 
She humped into a yuunfi aide 
returning from the cafeteria with a 
roll and a drink dwtured as a meat

- ■Urate puiitioii strvruflh tor a Senate the ronarns <rf peupie in her div ClmtiMi ■ making it harder for any «>'• :«>nmT Rep. Pat Schnrder "Senator, how art you doing?"
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tumed to Lowey. «
-Hey. how cumc your picture is Mra. ' ointui" u wrhe^.' "Sittii 

not on the cover of Time?' ‘ ‘ ■' " —

ol weeks ago she met with potential ange juice and cookies were served, cewl think she needs the time, h’s a the state, she f not hurt.'says Schu-
Hfanooey backers in Los Angeles. The first lady thanked Lowrv lor her ma*» deciskxi in her life."
She had nearly StiaO.UUJ ui her graciousness, said die had been y • •
congress* inal campaign chest as of splendid in her numerous TV up- certainly an awkward process,
the first ol the year. But to demon- pearanrn. She asked Lowey about “Every day that goes by. Hillary

Clinton.- (  
“Sure. Ihen- might he an imme- all the draft Hillary hubbub.
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with Harold Ickes, a White House 
adviser who has long been active in 
New York politics, in part to discuss 
the Senate race, Mr. Ickes said.

Mrs. Clinton, who returned to 
Washington with her husband this 
evening, has never held elective of­
fice, and as First Lady, she has spo­
ken longingly of her wish for a "zone 
of privacy” around her family. In­
stead, her hairstyles have been cri­
tiqued, her billing records as an Ar­
kansas lawyer scrutinized, and her 
steadfast loyalty to her husband lam­
pooned. Reporters monitor her every 
move — did she take her husband's 
hand? Did she move out from under 
his encircling arm? — for signs of 
marital peace or discord. She does 
not like that at all, friends say.

The Clintons do not own a home. To 
register to vote, they have used the 
Little Rock address of Dorothy Rod­
ham, Mrs. Clinton’s mother.

For a Senate race in New York, 
Mrs. Clinton would have to establish 
residency there and determine how 
to balance campaigning with her ex­
tensive duties as First Lady. She 
would almost certainly face a full- 
time and well-financed Republican' 
opponent, possibly Mayor Rudolph 
W. Giuliani. She plans to decide 
whether to run soon, officials say, to 
avoid unnecessarily interfering with

Reuters

Hillary Rodham Clinton visited 
Merida, Mexico, yesterday on an 
official trip with President Clinton,

other potential Democratic candi­
dates. Some senior White House 
aides seem baffled by the Clintons’ 
interest in a possible race for Senate, 
and express surprise that they have 
not dismissed the idea. They predict 
that Mrs. Clinton will ultimately de­
cide not to run.

Other than the President, who said 
Mrs. Clinton would be “terrific in the 
Senate,” White House officials 
dodged comment on the subject to­
day. “The President was particular­
ly unclear on that subject today,” 
said Joe Lockhart, the press secre­
tary, "and I have nothing to add to 
that.”

But as the speculative bubble 
grows, few senior public officials, in 
or out of the Administration, can 
avoid being asked for their opinion of 
Mrs. Clinton’s plans — whatever 
they may be. It was the first question 
put today to Secretary of State Made­
leine K. Albright, when she tried to 
brief reporters on the multitude of 
incremental agreements that Presi­
dent Clinton reached here with Pres­
ident Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico on 
fighting drugs, controlling illegal im­
migration, and snuffing out forest 
fires. “Mrs. Clinton is a fantastic 
human being, and anyone who knows 
her knows that she would be a great 
public servant,” Mrs. Albright said.

By JAMES BENNET

MERIDA, Mexico, Feb. 15 — Pres­
ident Clinton said today that Hillary 
Rodham Clinton would be a “great” 
Senator from New York, adding his 
praise to a growing Democratic 
clamor for his wife to run for the 
United States Senate next year.

"It’s a decision she’ll have to 
make,” the President said, after a 
reporter asked if he would encourage 
her to run. “She’d be great if she did 
it.”

He cautioned that the idea had not 
occurred to Mrs. Clinton before “a 
lot of people started calling” and 
urging her to seek the seat of Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, who is retiring in 
2000.

"For reasons I’m sure you’ll un­
derstand,” Mr. Clinton said in an 
apparent allusion to his impeach­
ment trial, "she hasn’t had anything 
like adequate time to talk to the 
people who think she should do this, 
much less people who think perhaps 
she shouldn’t. I mean, she just hasn't 
had time to deal with this.”

With the trial behind him, Mr. Clin­
ton, publicly cheerful and at ease 
during a 24-hour working visit to this 
colonial city in the Yucatan, seemed 
happy to fan speculation about his 
and his wife’s futures after he leaves 
the office he has been fighting so 
fiercely to keep. “She and I both 
would like to continue to be useful in 
public affairs when we leave office," 
Mr. Clinton said. Mrs. Clinton, who 
was traveling with her husband, did 
not comment on her plans.

From a wispy notion planted by 
the chairman of the Democratic Sen­
atorial Campaign Committee, Sena­
tor Robert G. Torricelli of New Jer­
sey, and embraced by a few New 
York Democrats, the prospect that 
Mrs. Clinton might run for the Senate 
has sprouted into full speculative 
bloom. On Sunday, Mr. Moynihan 
spoke glowingly about Mrs. Clinton’s 
“magnificent, young, bright, able, Il­
linois-Arkansas enthusiasm.”

And today. Representative 
Charles B. Rangel, a Manhattan 
Democrat who is dean of the state’s 
Congressional delegation, said he 
was “very excited” by Mr. Clinton’s 
remarks. "Politically, we have 
pulled together an offer that the 
First Lady can’t refuse,” he said.

He said that Mrs. Clinton had been 
assured that she would have no oppo­
sition in the primary and that she 
would have the support of the Demo­
cratic Party and organized labor. 
Further, he said, major New York 
donors have called Mrs. Clinton to 
say that they would back her bid for 
office. "Quite frankly, it’s a question 
of will,” said Mr. Rangel, who is a 
member of the official delegation 
here. “She’s been through so much 
that if she decided it would be too 
much, nobody should lean on her just 
because it would be good for our 
state and our nation.”

Mr. Rangel did not elaborate on 
the nature of the assurances that no 
other Democrat would enter the 
race. But Judith Hope, the state par­
ty chairwoman, described Mr. Ran­
gel’s remarks as “a figure of 
speech” and said he was not describ­
ing “any kind of official or formal 
process.” But Mrs. Hope, who has 
encouraged Mrs. Clinton to enter the 
race, said tonight that “it is more 
clear to me now than it has been that 
she is in fact giving this quite serious 
consideration.”

Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr. of 
Delaware, who is also part of the 
delegation here, said he discussed 
the possibility of a Senate race with 
Mrs. Clinton on Sunday night. “She 
seemed very serious,” he said. “She 
said everybody tells her, ‘You could 
win this thing.’

Mrs. Clinton also met on Friday

few

Clinton Would Be a 
‘Terrific ’ Senator
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What if they don’t?
“I think it’s too early to face that. I 

respect her decision-making pro­
cess. I think she needs the time. It’s a

being met. pursuing the race seriously, but
Then there is the matter of mov- encouraged Lowey to move forward 

And what of Lowey, the Clinton ing around the state and building with her own considerations. And so
administration loyalist who’s repre- support among Democratic constit
sented parts of Westchester County,
Queens and the Bronx for 10 years?

And if Hillary decides not to run. 
says former Rep. Pat Schroeder 
(DColo.), who knows both women 
well, “The first nerson to do a

C8 Tuesday. March 2. 1999 * > 

percent said thee haven't heard 
enough to make a judgment.

“It means nobody knows who the 
hell she is," explains Carroll.

Charles Schumer, New York’s 
newly elected Democratic senator, 
was in a similar bind when he began 
his ’98 campaign from a comfortable 
seat in the House. He had low 
statewide name recognition and a 
celebrity Democratic primary oppo­
nent in Geraldine Ferraro.

“As long as Nita’s getting around 
the state, she’s not hurt," says Schu­
mer. “She won’t be the understudy 
anymore if Hillary decides not to

spring. And yet she is emphatic that 
there are no circumstances under 
which she will run if Hillary runs.

“So well have to be in touch and 
about hopefully our schedules will coin- 

 . . brass political cakulations. Harold says Lowey.
attended a Democratic Senatorial Ickes, who is advising Clinton in her
Campaign Committee fund-raiser to exploration, was there. And he is
make more donor contacts. A couple advismg her to take her time. Or-
of weeks ago she met with potential ange juice and cookies were served.
big-money backers in Los Angeles. The first lady thanked Lowey for her maj°r decision in her life.”

with the bit On Capitol Hill the (  ,
other day, as a meeting between the asked for, the two greeted” each 

’’ J ~ " ■ other with kisses. “We’ve always
race in New York."

But when will she decide?
i_j _v_ The short answer: no time soon. 

Democratic Rep. Jose Serrano Lowey, whose office photo "collage Lowey’s people say they are not

displays four pictures of her and expecting thejirst lady’s decision

■ace, her goal is to get to $1.6 million trict. Lowey updated her on how she 
’Y J,u.ne.30> which means raising was prenaring for a Senate cam-

, 1 “Every day that goes by, Hillary
tftate political strength for a Senate the concerns of people in her dis- Clinton is making it harder for any

other Democrat to raise money," 
savs Maurice Carroll director of the

Studying the Understudy

Lowey. a former PT A president, 
goes about her rounds in the House 
with a kind of girlish energy. She is 
61, with four grandchildren. On one 
recent day, she left a TV studio and 
openly fretted about her makeup. 
She bumped into a young aide 
reluming from the cafeteria with a 
roll and a drink disguised as a meal. 
Ts that all you’re having for lunch?” 
she admonished.

When she passes her colleagues 
in the halls or down in the Capitol's 
subway, they offer new greetings.

Rep. Howard Coble (R-N.C.): 
“Senator, how are you doing?’

Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-N.Y.):

This is 
understan 
similar pn 
ing runnii 
ate nomil 
buzz is al 
Mayor Ru 
wants it E 
Clinton m; 
if no other

“Actual! 
many mig 
“Being out 
you the fn 
around ara 
to people 
give knee­
time to thi

Which i 
trying to d<

To get

She had nearly $850,000 in her graciousness, said she had been She is being so generous. But it’s
congressional campaign chest as of splendid in her numerous TV ap- certainly an awkward process,
the first of the year. But to demon- pearances. She asked Lowey about “Every day that goes by, Hillary

7

turned to Lowey. displays four pictures of her and expecting the first lady’s decision
“Hey, how come your picture is Mrs. Clinton together. “Sitting before June. The problem is that

not on tlie cover of Time?" around the table bilking to Hillary Lowey has publicly said she will
To which Lowey replied: “I’m just Clinton about an issue is like talking a decision herself in early

the understudy.” to a friend.” ' ' ' ' ’ ' ” ” “
Waiting for Hillary. Except this meeting was not
Not that waiting for Hillary is a about public school construction or 

sedentary’sport. any number of other issues they
Last week, Lowey spent 25 hours both care about. This was ;

phoning prospective donors. She I

New York delegation and Gov. .12. .2  "V
< >eorge Pataki was breaking up. had a very warm relationship," says

have worked with her over the 
years,” says the first lady through 
her spokeswoman Marsha Berry. 
“She’s a leader on issues affecting 
families, such as education. I have 

In other words, Lowey is the Tm doing what I have to do to been in her district and know how 
community playhouse and Hillary prepare," she says. wellshehasrepresentedherconstit-
C lint on is Broadway. Thanks. Jerry. When Lowey came to visit the uents. I appreciate greatly her un-
But hey, Lowey knows how to go first lady at the White House resi- derstanding of my need to consider

! dence last week, a meeting she carefully the possibility of a Senate

on. They chatted for an hour and 15 
minutes. The number one priority,

addressed a Democratic club in they both agreed, was ensuring that
She’s the “backup" candidate, Manhattan. The previous week she Democrats keep the seat Pat Moyni-

says Rangel attended a dinner of black and han is vacating. They agreed to talk
Thanks. Charlie. Hispanic state legislators in Albany, again soon.
“If Hillary doesn't run and if Nita spoke to AFL-CIO political directors T have great respect and affection

does, we will all rally around Nita,” in Miami Beach and keynoted a for congresswoman Nita Lowey and 
explains Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D- luncheon of Democratic activists in
N.Y.), who quickly adds: “Obvious- Buffalo. Last month she trekked to
ly, Hillary is a more glamorous, Syracuse and Newburgh and has
well-known candidate. But that’s the upcoming trips to Watertown, Roch-
nature of politics.” ester and other areas of the state.

Tm doing what I have to do to
prepare," she says.

Wien Lowey came to visit the
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When Lowey came to visit the 
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asked for, die two greeted each 
other with kisses. “We’ve always 
had a very warm relationship," says

IBuffalo. Last month she trekked to 
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race in New York."
But when will she decide? 

 The short answer: no time soon.
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have worked with her over the 
years,” says the first lady through 
her spokeswoman Marsha Berry. 
“She’s a leader on issues affecting 
families, such as education. I have 

“I’m doing what I have to do to been in her district and know how 
well she has represented her constit­
uents. 1 appreciate greatly her un- 
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Except this meeting was not

being met. pursuing the race seriously, but
 ----------- Then there is the matter of mov- encouraged Lowey to move forward 

! Clinton--- ing around the state and building with her own considerations. And so
>’s repre- support among Democratic constit- on. They chatted for an hour and 15

uencies. Just in case. Last week, she minutes. The number one priority,
addressed a Democratic club in they both agreed, was ensuring that

displays four pictures of her and expecting the first lady’s decision 
Mrs. Clinton together. “Sitting before June. The problem is that 
around the table talking to Hillary Lowey has publicly said she will
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Lowey, a former PTA president, 
goes about her rounds in the House 
with a kind of girlish energy. She is 
61, with four grandchildren. On one 
recent day, she left a TV studio and 
openly fretted about her makeup. 
She bumped into a young aide 
returning from the cafeteria will) a 
roll and a drink disguised as a meal 
“Is that all you’re having for lunch?" 
she admonished.

When she passes her colleagues 
in the halls or down in the Capitol's 
subway, they offer new greetings.

Rep. Howard Coble (R-N.C): 
"Senator, how are you doing?”

Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-N.Y.): 
“Hey, senator.”

It’s a collegial courtesy. And it 
feels good.

• A »

This is something Rep. Rick Lazio 
understands. Lazio (R-N.Y.) is in a 
similar predicament He is consider­
ing running for the Republican Sen­
ate nomination, but all the media 
buzz is about how it’s New York 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s to lose. If he 
wants it. Everyone expects a Giuliani- 
Clinton matchup. That’s the hype. As 
if no other prospects matter. ’

“Actually, it’s less frustrating than 
many might imagine," says Lazio. 
“Being out of the bright lights gives 
you the freedom and time to move 
around and ask questions and listen 
to people and not feel the need to 
give kneejerk answers. You have 
time to think through issues."

Which is exactly what Lowey is 
trying to do.

in her
est as of splendid in her numerous TV ap- certainly an awkward process.

percent said they haven’t heard 
enough to make a judgment

“It means nobody knows who the 
hell she is,” explains Carroll.

Charles Schumer, New York’s 
newly elected Democratic senator, 
was in a similar bind when he began 
his ’98 campaign from a comfortable 
seat in the House. He had low 
statewide name recognition and a 
celebrity Democratic primary oppo­
nent in Geraldine Ferraro. 
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attended a dinner of black and han is vacating. They agreed to talk
Hispanic slate legislators in Albany.

id if Nita spoke to .AFL-CIO political directors
id Nita,” in Miami Beach and keynoted a for congresswoman Nita Lowey and 
dler (D- luncheon of Democratic activists in
Obvious-
unorous,
hat’s the upcoming trips to Watertown, Roch­

ester and other areas of the state.

other Democrat to raise monev." (D<olo.), who knows both women
says Maurice CarroD, director of the wrfl- “The first person to do a 
polling institute at Connecticut’s fund-raiser for Nita Lowey, I predict 
Onnmniar CnIWc which has been a* this very minute, will be Hillary

f is the
I Hillary
«, Jerry.

■ demon- pearances. She asked Lowey about 
a Senate the concerns of people in her dis- 
6 million trict Lowey updated her on how she 

was preparing for a Senate cam- 
. So far, paign, should the first lady opt out.
target is The first lady made it clear she was
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Across the aisle: Lowey with, from left. New York Republican Reps. Rick Lazio, John Sweeney and Sherwood Boehlert

she's there."

run.

the Democrats’ Senate candidate; 63 right now, they’re still aware that

"TT" A

certainly an awkward process.
“Every day that goes hy, Hillary

mode of winning back Congress and
keeping the White House, and you 
build excitement all over again. 

“I don’t know if the discussion about who Lowey is. She has been a

o j .And if Hillary decides not to run. 
Clinton is making it harder for any sa>’s fotmer Rqj. Pat Schroeder 
other Democrat to raise money." (D-Colo.), who knows both womenZ _ _ __2_ (D-Colo.), who knows both women
says Maurice Carroll, director of the well. “The first person to do a 

polling institute at Connecticut’s
Quinnipiac College, which has been
conducting early surveys on the
race. “If it goes on and on, that 

t nave great respect ano atiecuon 
for congresswoman Nita Lowey and 
have worked with her over the 
years," says the first lady through 
her spokeswoman Marsha Berry. 
“She's a leader on issues affecting 
families, such as education. I have 
been in her district and know how 
well she has represented her constit­
uents. I appreciate greatly her un­
derstanding of my need to consider 
carefully the possibility of a Senate 
race in New York."

But when will she decide?
The short answer: no time soon. 

Lowe/s people say they are not 
expecting the first lady’s decision 
lx.4ore June. The problem is that 

Lowey has publicly said she will 
make a decision herself in early 
spring. And yet she is emphatic that 
there are no circumstances under 
which she will run if Hillary runs.

percent said they haven’t heard 
enough to make a judgment

“It means nobody knows who the 
hell she is," explains Carroll.

Charles Schumer, New York’s 
newly elected Democratic senator, 

  was in a similar bind when he began 
“So well have to be in touch and his campaign from a comfortable 

hopefully our scheduli's wifi coin­
cide," says Lowey.

What if they don't?
“I think it’s too early to face that. 1

respect her decision-making pro­
cess. I think she needs the time. It’s a
major decision in her life." 

seat in the House. He had low 
statewide name recognition and a 
celebrity Democratic primary oppo­
nent in Geraldine Ferraro.

“As long as Nila’s getting around 
the state, she's not hurt,” says Schu- 

 mer- won't he the understudy
She is being so generous. But it’s anymore if Hillary decides not to

that only 14 percent of voters said not a factor. And I’m one of those 
they were very likely or somewhat people asking Hillary to run. Even
likely to vote for Lowey if she were though people are ignoring Nita fought for tougher drunk-driving 

laws, is a former chair of the Congres­
sional Caucus for Womim’s Lssues 
and is perhaps the most prominent 
abortion rights advocate in Congress.

She straddles the ground between 
traditional Democratic lilxTalism and 
more centrist politics, leaning left 
most of the time. She did support the 
Clinton administration’s welfare re­
form plan and backed NAFTA, even 
though nearly half of her political 
action committee donations were’ 
from labor interests. During the 1994 
deg days of the adnunistralion, Lav 

ey was a regular TV defender of the 
Clintons, who were getting plastered 
over Whitewater and the health care 
reform disaster.

And now, she can’t get heard at all. 
Unless she’s talking about Hillary. 

"Well, the fact that Hillary is the 
first lady and is in a class by herself 
causes the media to focus on her 
exclusively, and it is a fascinating 
story," Lowey says. “So I guess it’s 
just the facts of life. And frankly, it

fund-raiser for Nita Lowey, I predict
at this very minute, will be Hillary 
Clinton."
 “Sure, there might be an imme-

cheapens the nomination. It doesn’t diate letdown," says Rep. Serrano.
mean the next person can’t win, but “but then you move back to the
it makes that person look like sec­
ond choice, damaged goods."

If that next person is Lowey, she
has a huge hill to climb. Recent 
polling by Carroll’s institute shows would be at this level if Hillary were champion of inoeased funding for

breast cancer research (her mother
died from the disease in 1981),

Studying the Understudy

Lowey, a former PTA president, 
goes about her rounds in the House 
with a kind of girlish energy. She is 
61, with four grandchildren. On one 
recent day, she left a TV studio and 
openly fretted about her makeup. 
She bumped into a young aide 
returning from the cafeteria with a 
roll and a drink disguised as a meal. 
“Ls that all you’re having for lunch?” 
she admonished.

When she passes her a>Ueagues 
in the halls or down in the Capitol's 
subway, they offer new greetings.

Rep. Howard Coble (R-N.Q): 
"Senator, how are you doing?”

Rep. Gary Ackennan (D-N.Y.): 
“Hey, senator.”

It’s a collegial courtesy. And it 
feels good.

Certainly, Lowey must be tired of 
all the draft -Hillary hubbub.

“No, not really.... If she runs, she 
will be enthusiastically supported by 
New Yorkers. And if I ran, I have a 
solid record of accomplishment."

But so lar there is not much talk

This is something Rep. Rick Izoio 
understands. Lazio (R-N.Y.) Is in a 
similar predkament. He is consider­
ing running for the Republican Sen­
ate nomination, but all the media 
buzz is about how it’s New York 
Mayor Rudy Giulianfs to lose. If he 
wants it. Everyone ex|>eets a Giuliani- 
Clinton matchup. That’s the hype. As 
if no other prosjxvts matter.

“Actually, it’s less frustrating than 
many might imagine.” rays Lafcio. 
“Being out of the bright lights gives 
you the freedom and time to move 
around and ask questions and listen 
to people and not feel the need to 
give kneejerk answers. You have 
time to think thnxigh issues."

Which is exactly what Lowey is 
trying to do.

To get to Congress in the’first 
place, she had to defeat twoterm 
incumbent Republican Rep. Joseph 
DioGuanii in 1988. He referred to 
her as “Bella Abzug withoutCthe 
hat’ She knows something afiout 
long odds.

“No one thought 1 had a prayer,'' 
bjwey recalls.

She acknowtedges that tlx- kfflgtr 
Hillary Clinton waits, the Uxjghtr the 
road ahead. “Sure, sure,” rays Lowev. 
"But I fed confident if Mrs. CKnt.x! 
doesn't run. she will do whatev^fshe 
can to help me in any way.”

PHOTOCOPY 
=>RESERV*TON

wlp
W ’■
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Neiv York GOP Welcomes Hillary Clinton Senate Race

York.

Rudulph Giuliani

GOP Governors Reflect Party’s Divisions

Hillary Clinton

prartical reasons for a quick resolution of 
the matter as well. Simply put, a New York 
Senate race can cost about the same as a 
presidential primary - between SIS milfiou 
and S20 million While fund-raising experts 
say the first lady rould easily amass such a 
sum. most candidates would have to start 
raising money today to lie ready by 2000. 
Thus, a late decision by Mrs. Clinton to 
bow out could badly damage the party's 
chances of holding the seal.

"If this issue drags on, it makes it more 
difficult for everyone to mobilize svner 
and develop tire war chest you need to run 
a Senate campaign." says Alan patrieof. a 
supportet of Mrs. Clinton and co-rh.iirman 
of Patrieof & Co. Ventures Inc. tn New

from a revival of the bitter and divisive is­
sue may go beyond the Senate race. It 
could help drive Democratic voters to the 
polls in several key House races where 
moderate New York Republicans are fight 
Ing for their political survival after break­
ing ranks with then- constituents and vot­
ing to impeach the president.

tn addition, Mrs Clinton may be able to 
draw support from moderate Republicans, 
including women voters who have yet to 
see New York elect a statewide female can­
didate who is not part of a ticket.

Take the case of Larry Rockefeller, a 
leading New York Republican and environ 
mental lawyer He organized a GOP move­
ment urging the Senate to drop the im­
peachment trial and move on to other is­
sues. But when Mr. Rockefeller tried to de­
liver the 3,500 signatures of like-minded 
Republicans In the Republican National 
Committee in Washington earlier this 
month, he was locked out.

"I think she could attract Republican 
support from those of us fed up by im­
peachment and Ithel right wing's hold on 
our party." says Mr. Rockefeller.

And what of Mr Giuliani, who supports 
abortion and gay rights and opposed im­
peachment? T wish he could run tn some 
other state." Mr. Rockefeller laments, 
"against a right winger.”

Mrs. Clinton's consideration of a Sen­
ate bid puzzles some observers, including 
dose allies. "Why would she want to be a 
junior senator in a C apitol building that 
just tried to impeach lier husband?, says 
Nee! Lattimore, a former spokesman for 
Mrs. Clinton. Nonetheless, he says he'd 
volunteer for the campaign.

warned that with the 2000 election so far 
away. any candidate must guard against 
peaking too early. "It is hard to keep a kef 
tie of waler boiling for almost two years."

Those who have spoken to the first lady 
say she u very serious about the idea of 
launching a race, and she has been sound­
ing out professional campaign advisers 
and fund raisers about a possible run. On 
Friday, she met with New York Democra­
tic Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, whose 
rrt irement is creating the opening for Mrs 
Clinton Demw-ratic Senatorial Committee 
Chairman Robert Torricelli, the New Jer­
sey senator who was among the first to 
launch tlie draft-Hillary campaign, raled 
the chances of a Clinton candidacy as 
"very good " And Barbara Handman, vire 
president of the liberal People tor the 
American Way, already called the White 
House to offer to work on the campaign. II 
there is one.

Speculation hy the news media about 
her decision may increase pressure on 
Mrs. Clinton tn declare tier intentions 
sooner, rather than later. But there are

Mr. Torricelli is 
making the same 
pitch. "The White 
House is a graxl 
place to talk about 
issues." he says. 
"The Senate is a 
chance to write her 
own legislation."

Hut Mrs. Climon s lack of a legislative 
record is one of the weaknesses Republi­
cans hope to exploit "Let s fare it," says 
New York City Councilman Tom llgnibene. 

she has high name recognition and there

package of smaller, targeted tax cuts more 
likely to win Mr. Clinton s approval

That is why Republican governors are 
expected to offer only a general call tor lax 
reduction this week, and not endorse a spe­
cific proposal. They also are divided over 
publicly funded vouchers for private­
school tuition. Most back the quest for 
vouchers, but some, Int-luding Mr. Row­
land. prefer to drop It in search of consen­
sus on education legislation.
Keeping Alive Abortion Issue

"Let s get on to something new," he 
says. Mirroring his Northeastern GOP col­
leagues. he also wants Republicans to play 
down the conservative axial agenda on is 
sues such as trying to outlaw “partial 
birth” abortions.

But Gov Frank Keating, from conser 
vatrye Oklahoma favews a renewed drive

narrow House and Senate majorities.
Consider the issue of taxes A Repubh 

ran Governors Association official says 
about twc-thlrds of GOP state executives 
favor the 10L income-tax cut pushed by 
some party leaders here. But the rest, 
echoing congressional moderates, favor a

Meanwhile. Gov. Mike leavitt of Utah 
suggests a different approach altogether to 
crafting the GOP agenda, emphasize is­
sues keyed to major state responsibilities 
such as education instead of "a congres­
sional agenda. . about small symbols' on 
which Mr. Clinton holds the upper hand. At 
the moment, lie reasons, "there's not 
much of an environment for Congress to do 
much" anyway.

The variety of GOP voices makes it dif­
ficult to project a national agenda until the 
party picks a presidential nominee next 
spring. The current front runner. Gov. 
George W. Bush of Texas, had little advice 
tor Republican lawmakers as he held quiet 
2tK«J planning meetings and collected ku 
dos from gubernatorial colleagues. T want 
them to give the states as much freedom as 
possible," was all Mr. Bush would say 
about the Republican Congress, allowing 
that he Is "warming to the task" of a presi­
dential run.

Democratic governors, for their part, 
enjoy the advantage of an overriding party 
message. They rallied over the weekend 
behind Mr Clinton s plan to condition fed­
eral education aid on national perfor­
mance standards, and they chided the 
GOP for criticizing it as an intrusion on 
state prerogatives and flexibility.

FZ 1 Republican governors 
are expected to offer 
only a general call for 
lai reduction, with no 
endorsement of a 
specific jirojiosal.

is a lot of sympathy tor her Initially, there 
will be a groundswell of support. But In the 
lodg run, people will begin to focus on the 
issues."

When tiial happens. Republicans be­
lieve. Mr. Giuliani, who has not officially 
declared his own candidacy , will be able 
to make a compelling case for his candi 
dacy by pointing to his record of reduc­
ing crime and welfare rolls and his han­
dling of the city budget, which now has a 
surplus.

Meanwhile, Republicans are already 
gearing up to remind voters about Mrs. 
Clinton 's role as author of the administra 
lion's I ailed health-care reform propiwil.

Rudy Giubani has got a wonderful 
story to tell and I would argue that Hillary 
Clinton's last loray into public policy was a 
disaster.' says Scott Armstrong, head ul 
Syracuse-based Armstrong Communica­
tions and a former political adviser to New 
York Gov. George Pataki.

Still, there are dangers for the Republi­
cans in a Clinton candidacy.

For example. Mr. Pataki is among 
those who is urging the party to put im­
peachment behind it quickly so it won't 
haunt GOP candidates in the 3000 elec­
tions. But Mrs. Clinton would serve as a 
constant reminder of the GOP effort to 
oust her husband. And the potential harm

But Mandy Grunwald, a media adviser 
to both the tlmton Gore campaign and Mr. 
Moynihan, say s Mrs. Clinton s decision 
w ill be based on "» here site can make the 

biggest difference 
in advocating the is­
sues that she cares 
about. II that's the 
way you think of 
things, the U.S. 
Senate Is not a bad 
choice."

against the practice he likens to infanti­
cide. At the same time. Mr. Keating sees 
roan for compromise on a "patients bill 
of rights." including a limited right to 
sia- health-maintenance organizations, 
an Issue that held up the legislation in 
the last Congress. Gov. Thompson says 
Congress should "pass it without the 
right to sue and let IMr. CilnlonJ veto 
it."

ByJoHNHAkW<««>
Keporf*" o' TlM *aU SnirrT J.a »aal 

WASHINGTON-As Republicans in the 
nation's capital struggle to shake off their 
poslimpeachment blues, this week's visit 
by the GOP s highflying governors should 
come as a tonic.

But as the annual winter meeting of the 
National Gavoniont' Association gets un­
der way. these popular chief executives 
seem almost as divided on how Congress 
should deal with President Clinton as their 
W ashington counterparts are.

Gov. Tommy Thompson of Wisconsin 
wants GOP lawmakers to "go on the of 
lense on taxes, health care, trade and 
- i:v. to craft solutions that
show you're Republicans.’ and then 

' put em on the president s desk and let 
him veto 'em." ft that happens, adds 
feisty Gov. John Engler of Michigan.' we 
take those issues to the people in the 
20>xi elections.

Searching for a Road Map

But Gov. Edward Schaler of North 
Dakota says It is time for "the politics of 
performance." in which lawmakers pro 
duce legislation drawing on both parties' 
Ideas and "get it done." Adds Gov. John 
Rowland of Connecticut: "The public is 
desperate tn see results from this Republi­
can-controlled Congress.”

These divergent messages reflect a 
simple reality . Though tfiey are dominant 
figures in their own states. Grip gover 
nors. like congressional Republicans, are 
divided by geography, philosophy and po 
litical style. As a result, their visit won't 
likely provide a clear road map for a party 
in need of a strategy for governing with a 
Democratic presidenl while preserving Its 

nivw ins uiai xvua. 
Clinton, one of the 
Democrats most 
popular draws and 
an avid campaigner, won't be coming to 
their states to rally activists and raise 
money.

Talk of Mrs. Clinton s candidacy took 
on added momentum last week when Pres­
ident Clinton offered a whole-hearted en­
dorsement of the idea during an appear- 
atri-r in Mexico. "I think she would be ter­
rific In the Senate." he said

The frenzied news coverage that fol­
lowed those remarks prompted the first 
Indy to issue a statement aimed at lower­
ing expertutions She is seriously consid 
enng running. Mrs. Clinton said but a fi­
nal decision is montns in the offing. Her 
husband also tried to dampen the fire he 
had fueled. At a White House news confer 
ence Friday, he said. My advn e has been 
to take some time, get some rest, listen to 
people . . . and decide exactly what you 
think is right to do And. show mg a bit ol 
his own political insUnit. Mr. Clinton

1

By jEANNk Cl NMIM»
Staff Rcpcner ot Tnr WaH Stukkv Jolmnaj. 

WASHLNGTON-After absorbing the 
initial shock that Hillary R.xlham Clinton 
is considering launching a Senate cam 
paign on their turi. New York Republicans 
are concluding that there may be as much 
in It for them as there is for the Democrats.

"The prospect of Hillary Clinton run­
ning in New York is exc.ting.” says Guy 
Molinari, Staten Island Honxigh president 
and former GOP congressman "I think it 
would energize the Republican Party and 
the money would just flow In."

Republican House Rep. Peter King sees 
the same silver fining: "It gives us the ad 
vantage of sendingout appeals saying. We 
have to protect the nanon from Hillary. We 
need all the money, all the resources, nil 
the shock troops.' "

But il isn't just the money that Is begin 
tiing to put some bounce back into the step 
of Empire Slate Republicans. Mrs. (Yin 
lai s candidacy would give New Yorkers a 
chance to stage yet another race that cap- 
tures the nation's attention, even during a 
presidential campaign year. New York 
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani is already 
considered a likely candidate, but the 
prospect of squaring off with Mrs. Clinton 
prompted former New York Sen. Alphonse 
D'Amato yesterday to say he is also con­
sidering a run. And an almost gleeful Na­
tional Republican
Senatorial Commit­
tee Chairman Mitch 
McConnell said on
NBC's Meet the 
Press: "This would 
be a fascinating 
campaign and I 
hope H comes off . "

Republicans out­
side of New York see 
benefits, too. At the 
lop of the list is 
knowing that Mrs.
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Giuliani Basks in Media Glare on Mrs, Clinton, Potential Candidate

$

rr‘*‘ rJ

jillF
« N'N

A television a<l for an interview with Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani.

In Post-Monica World,‘Hillary for Senate?’ Has to Do

Clinton?

CRITICS 
NOTEBOOK

The Mayor relishes a

a primary coimcm with Representa­
tive Rick A. Latin, a SuffrWk County 
Republican On tile Democratic skie. 
Representative Nita M. Lowey of 
Westchester has said she probably 
will run If Mrs. Clinton does not

The news media’s attention to 
Mrs Clinton’s potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch todav as 
the story was featured on five nation­
al television news programs as well

well publicised, his arrival and departure well 
photographed. As the week went on. the chatter 
turned to whether Mrs. Clinton’s public Indeci­
sion was cynically calculated Io deflect atten­
tion from the impeachment

But the story has been good for Mrs. Clinton’s 
possible opponents, mo At limes the coverage 
seemed Io be AII-Rudy AII the-Time on Thurs­
day the Mayor appeared on “Crossfire,” on 
Friday on "Today" and CNN’s "Inside Poli­
tics,” and yesterday on ABC’s "This Week” 
and CNN's “Late Edition.” He got to talk about 
the city and solidify his position as the likely 
Republican candidate

Nita M. Lowey. the Democratic Congress­
woman who has said she might run hut only if

as on the covers of this week’s issues 
of Newsweek and Time magazines

Virtually every politician appear­
ing on one of the Sunday talk pro­
grams in Washington had a view on 
Mrs. Clinton for Senate. On “Fox 
News Sunday," the House Speaker. 
Dennis Hasiert, nn Illinois Republi­
can. warned that even Chicago poll­
lies could not compare to the tough­
ness of New York campaigns

By JAMES DAO

WASHINGTON. Feb 21 - Sound- 
ng very much like a candidate for 
he Senate In 2000. Mayor Rudolph 

W Giuliani used Interviews on three 
sxal and national television news 
programs today tn criticize Hillary 
Rotiham Clinton and to tout his own 
potential as New York's next junior 
Senator.

Dismissing Democratic sugges­
tions that he would skip the race if 
Mrs Clinton lumped tn. Mr Giuliani 
said he would relish running as an 
underdog against the First Lady and 
combatively asserted that he wnultl 
be more likely Io declare his candi­
dacy if she declares hers first

“I think quite honestly there prole 
ably will be more of an inclination to 
to it if she were to decide to run,” 
Mr Giuliani said on "l ate Edition” 
>n CNN "It would be the most fn- 
used-on race in the country ”

Mr Giuliani, a Republican, also 
reiterated his sharp criticism of Mrs. 
'hnlon for saying last year that ere­

cting a Palestinian stale was ’ very 
important for the broader goal of 
peace in the Middle East.”

"By one of the most influential 
people in the ( Union Administration 
saying ‘Palesimian state.’ in essence 
you have given that away without 
being able tn shape it and you basi­
cally side with the Palestinians 
against the Israelis.” Mr Giuliani 

Rudolph W Giuliani She can hear Democrats 
predict she would win. and Republicans call her 
a ’ carpetbagger." a word that probably hasn't 
been uttered so much in one week since Recon- 
slruclion The issues were trealed with the 
sophistication of a horse race. Will she run? 
Will she win?

Because Mrs. Clinton herself has been mum. 
the speculation can go anywhere, fueled by 
tantahzmg hints A spokeswoman's comment 
that Mrs. Clinton would give “careful consider- 
atfon” to running set off a frenzy Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, whose announce­
ment that he would not run for re-election 
opened the floodgates to this speculation, met 
Mrs Clinton at the White House for a lunch and 
strategy session on Friday; the meeting was

By CARYN JAMES

"Seven Sundays ago you started all this.” 
Tim Russert told Senator Robert G Torricelli 
ix> NBC's Meet the Press” yesterday, alluding 
io lhe Democi aiic Senator's comment on an 
earlier program that he would like Hillary 

Rodham Clinlon to run for lhe 
Senate from New York

“1 was just making small 
talk,” Mr Torricelli answered 
"You made it into a national 
Issue."

This may sound like throat clearing, a cloy­
ing yet harmless way to ease into an interview: 
Mr. Russerl promotes his own program and 
Mr Torricelli banters back with Hattery Bur 
the New Jersey Senator had a point. Since 
President Clinton's impeachment trial ended 
(was it only 10 days ago?) television has been 
filled with small talk that has become big talk 
about a possible Hillary Clinton for-Senate 
campaign. There could not be a more dramatic 
example of how 2'f hour news, with its obsessive 
focus on a single story, can shape politics

The possibility of a Hillary Clinton campaign 
would have been a story even tn the pre-cable 
era, but it would not have turned Into such a 
gigantic snowhall, quickly filling the post-im­
peachment void It was a media-made event 
that fed on itself, kept alive by strategic com­
ments wafting from lhe White House

In the past week, speculation about Mrs. 
Clinton’s future dominated broadcast and cable 
programs, from CNBC's Hardball with Chris 
Matthews” to CNN’s "Crossfire," from NBC’s 
“Today” to ABC's "Nighlline” and a half-dozen 
MSNBC chat shows.

The possible campaign has been so ihorough- 
ty scrutinized that it Is only a slight exaggera­
tion to say Mis Clinton doesn’t need tn do her 
own research. She can turn on television and 
see the polls that show her beating Mayor

said on "Sunday Edition” on WCBS 
TV in New York He called Mrs 
Clinton’s comment "a very big mis­
take.”

Asked if her statement would lie 
fair game for her opponent tn a Sen­
ate campaign. Mr Giidiam replied. 
"If she's the candidate, obviously it 
would be an Issue and It would he one 
that people would have to explore,”

Bui Mr. Giuliani said that if he ran 
against Mrs. Clinton, a former resi­
dent of Illinois and Arkansas, be 
would not attack her for never hav­
ing lived In New York State

Both Mrs Clinton and Mr. Giuliani 
have said they have not decided 
whether to run for the seat now held 
by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
who plans to retire at the end of next 
year

Bui the Mayor, tn his television 
appearances today, was exceptional­
ly forceful in his attacks on Mrs 
Clinlon and unusually candid in mus­
ing about why he would he the Re­
publicans' strongest candidate.

’ I’ve been in three races for may­
or of New York City, and two of 
them, before I got re-elected, I was 
behind by substantial margins." he 
-aid on "This Week" on ABC News. 
Being an underdog, he added, "kind 
of gives you the Impetus to go on ” 

“If anything.” he said, "it chal­
lenges you even more.”

If he runs. Mr Giuliani could face

Mrs. Chnion doesn't, was on "Fox News Sun­
day” ami “Late Edition" yesterday, graciously 
saying she respected Mrs Clinton’s timetable 
And why shouldn’t Ms Lowey be gracious? 
Now she is on a national stage positioned as (he 
Hillary Clinlon understudy

Though lhe Clinton fol Senate barrage sug­
gests that one wall-to-wall story will always he 
with us. in some ways the past week merely 
hints at uhat television news will lie like post­
Monica For a lull year, journalists from Dan 
Rather to Matt Drudge have been following lhe 
same stoiy There may be a fork ahead where 
the high and the low roads diverge

Minor differences have already emerged 
When they weren’t discussing Mrs Clinlon. the 
cable shows, particularly «l MSNBC, returned 
to their fallback position, hashing over lhe 
JonBenet Ramsey murder that conversation 
was spurred by lhe publication of "Perfeci 
Murder. Perfect Town." a massive book by 
Lawrence Schiller (an NBC consultant)

Hie Sunday talk -hows covered more sub 
stantive issues On “Meet the Press." a panel of 
governors discussed Social Security, taxes and 
education. ABC’s ' This Week" was defiantly 
non-glitzy as it Introduced a new regular seg­
ment. "On lhe Campaign Trail." In a taped 
interview. George Will, never their most dy­
namic commentalor. talked to John Sweeney, 
president of the A F -C I (> The pablum ques­
tions and non-answers about the need to save 
Social Security provided the kind of drone that 
will send even serious viewers Deeing.

But if those shows feel too proud of their high- 
minded signees, it is worth noting that only 
CNN's I ale Edition" devoted a segment to lhe 
Kosovo talks, In a live interview with Secretory 
of Stale Madeleine K. Albright Kosovo may lie 
the most dangerous and Immediate issue at 
hand, but it is even less sexy than the 2flon 
election More telling, none of the Sundav talk 
shows resisted "Will Hillary Run?”

It doesn’t take much to 
keep the heads talking.

"I’m not sure why anybody from 
Illinois wants to stick their nose in 
New York politics," Mr. Hastert 
said

On “Late Edition” on CNN, Susan 
Molinari, the former Congresswom­
an from Staten Island, ventured a 
guess that Mrs. Clinton would not run 
because "this Is not the kind of rough 
and tumble she wants to put herself 
back into after getting through a 
very difficult time in their personal 
and professional lives ’

And on “Face the Nation" on CBS. 
former Mayor Edward I. Koch pre- 
dieted Mrs Clinton would win It she 
ran and said it was “ridiculous" of 
Mr. Giuliani to attack her position on 
a Palestinian state, contending that 
most Israeli and American Jews suji- 
port the tdea.

“For Giuliani in raise that shows 
you how low a blow he’s willing to 
strike," Mr Koch said.

Senator Mitch McConnell, the 
chairman id tin- National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, which raises 
funds lor Republican Senate candi­
dates, said on “Meet the Press" on 
NBC that Republicans would relish 
having Mrs Clinton run in New York. 

“There’s been a lot of talk about 
how much money lhe First Lady 
would raise." Mr McConnell said 
"She’d raise It for both sides I can’t 
think of anything that would energize 
our base not only In New York hut 
across lhe country as a campaign by 
the First Lady “

Mr. McConnell added that It would 

lie lair for Republicans in a Senate 
race to raise every scandal that has 
plagued the Clinton White House 
over the last six years.

But appearing on the same pro­
gram, Senator Robert G Torricelli, 
chairman of the Democratic Senato­
rial Campaign Committee, said. "11 
their campaign against Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton is to simply be an exten­
sion of the Starr investigation, 
they're going to take a sizable Hilla­
ry lead and moke it Into a rout."

Mr. Torricelli said he considered it 
unlikely that Mrs Clinton would ran 
for the New Jersey Senate seat that 
Fl ank R l.auteiilierg plans to relin­
quish next year because both Mrs. 
Clinton and her husband “had de­
cided some time ago to live in New 
York City when they left the While 
House.”

Neither of the Clintons has said 
publicly where they plan to settle 
after the President completes his 
term at the end of next year

On the same program, Gov Chris­
tine Todd Whitman of New Jersey 
said she would “seriously” look at 
the New Jersey Senate seat.

"But 1 love the job I've got," she 
said, noting that running for lhe Sen­
ate in 2<M"J woukl require ending her 
final term ns Governor “a year 
short.”

chance to gain a 
national audience.

ON Giuliani
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H Hillary, come home; 
Leslie Baldacci column, 
Page 37.
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Comptroller Carl McCall Rep. 
Charles Rangel (D-N.Y.) started 
pushing for Clinton. Democrats 
are promising her the nomination 
without a major primary oppo­
nent.

In Mexico last weekend, her 
husband fed the speculation when 
he said, "I think she would be 
lerriFic in the Senate.”

On Tuesday, Clinton, who 
never has lived in New York, made 
her interest official. “I will give 
careful thought to a potential can­
didacy in order to reach a deci­
sion later this year,” she said in a 

statement.
That same day, Clinton called 

__________ _________ ___ ____ New York state Democratic Chair­
band have run up. Why would the man Judith Hope "to express 
first. Indy want to be merely one her interest in the race and that
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Hillary Rodham 
Clinton

Giving 'careful thought' 
being wanted for herself, and I 
think that’s great,” said Ebeling, 
who grew up with Clinton in 
northwest suburban Park Ridge. 

The story began last year 
with Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni­
han (D-N.Y.) announcing that 
he would not run for a fifth term. 

Once some of the bigger New 
York names declined to run- An 
drew' Cuomo, the secYetary of 
housing and urban development 
and son of former New York 
Gov. Mario Cuomo, and state

will be in the long-term interests 
of the Middle East for Palestine to 
be a state,” which would be an 
issue in heavily Jewish New York. 

Clinton is thin-skinned and. 
for all her exposure, has not had a 
press conference in five years. 
Interviewers allowed to talk to her 
usually get access because their 
print or broadcast reports arc con­
sidered likely to he friendly. 

Moreover, now she is regard­
ed as an "international icon for 
women/’ said former press sec­
retary Lisa Caputo. She could walk 
into a top job at a foundation or 
a university in 2000 and make 
money on the side as a speaker, 
to help pay the multimillion-dollar 
legal hilla that she and her bus-

illary Rodham Clinton 
is contemplating running 
for the Senate from New 

York, which is to say she is think­
ing about subjecting herself to 
daily abuse for a job that some say 
would be a demotion.

"There is no question, if she 
ran she would win." said Rep. Lou­
ise Slaughter (D-N.Y.). who rep­
resents the upstate Rochester area. 

"She has many of the quali­
ties that New Yorkers appreciate,” 
said Matthew Hiltzik. deputy 
executive director of the New York 
State Democratic Committee. 
"She is smart, tough and compas­
sionate and would make a great 
U.S. senator.”

‘T find it hard to believe it 
will happen," said New York poll­
ster John Zogby. "It is a huge 
step down to be a freshman sena­
tor after you have been first 
lady. It is unbecoming.” 

It’s dear why New York state 
Democrats are pushing Clinton to 
run in 2000. They have no other 
top-tier candidates. It’s less obvi­
ous why Clinton would want to 
start commuting from the White 
House to New York to make her 
debut in electoral politics after en­
during such a tumultuous year, 
what with the revelation of her 
husband’s affair with Monica 
Lewinsky and his impeachment. 

All the scandal stories would 
be resurrected by the aggressive 
New York press corps: White­
water and her lost billing records, 
the White House travel office 
and the FBI files on Republicans. 

Clinton provoked an uproar

means she will," Ebeling said. 
"She will consider all levels, per­
sonal and political.”

New York City Mayor Ru­
dolph Giuliani is considered the 
most likely Republican candi­
date for the Senate seat. 

A Clinton-Giuliani contest 
would shape up as "the battle of 
the titans,” said Stuart Roy. a 
spokesman for the National Re­
publican Senatorial Committee. 
"It will be the hottest Senate race 
in 2000.”

A poll released Thursday by 
the Maris! Institute for Publiq 
Opinion, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 
makes Clinton look good-

In a head-to-head battle with 
Giuliani, Clinton scored 49 percent 
to the mayor’s 38.1 percent, with 
12.9 percent undecided. Clinton 
outpaced Giuliani among women 
51.5 percent to 3(5.1 percent. 

Asked if Clinton should run. 
56 percent said yes, 36.7 percent 
said no, and 7.2 percent were 
undecided. Will she run? The poll 
found 64.4 percent guessing she 
will. And 46.1 percent cared that 
Clinton is not. from New York, 
compared with 53.6 percent who 
didn't mind very much or at all 

• about Clinton carpet bagging. 
The telephone survey of 502 

registered voters throughout New 
York state had a margin of error 
of 4.5 percentage points. 

Still, pollster Zogby said Clin­
ton "would have to fight like hell" 
if matched against Giuliani. 

Clinton plans to be in New 
York on March 3 to speak at a wom­
en’s Democratic lunch. The $150- 
n-ticket fund miser is sold out. 

Running for the Senate from 
Illinois, where Clinton has a natural 
base and would have an easier 
race, is out of the question in the 
short term: One senator. Rich­
ard Durbin, is a Democrat, and the 
other. Republican Peter Fitzger­
ald, just started his six-year term. 

Gov. Ryan is a Republican, 
and in 2002. Clinton could run fqr 
governor, said ('hicago-b.i- d 
political consultant David Axe1rt>H. 

' As governor, "she could do 
things that, are real and point to 
things she has accomplished. ’ 
Axelrod said.

While New’ York Democrat# ' ’ 
hunger for Clinton, they also .uaihl 
her to make up her mind as soon , 
as possible. Rep. Nita Lowey 1 tr-' 
N.Y.) already has started orga­
nizing but would defer to the first 
lady, as would Slaughter, whg 
also is thinking about running. 

Decide, Slaughter said—"the 
• sooner the better.”

E3 The polls are in her favor, but Hillary Rodham Clin ton could wind up in 
a bruising battle if she runs for the Senate. And if she won, it might be a 
huge step down, Sun-Times Washington Bureau Chief Lynn Sweet writes.
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Giuliani Basks in Media Glare on Mrs. Clinton, Potei

A television ad For an interview with Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
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GiuKani vs. Clinton^

a primary contest with Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio, a Suffolk County 
Republican. On the Democratic side, 
Representative Nita M Lowey of 
Westchester has said she probably 
will run if Mrs. Clinton does not

The news media's attention to 
Mrs. Clinton’s potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch today as 
the story was featured on five nation­
al television news programs as well 

as on the covers of this week’s ii 
of Newsweek and Time magazi

Virtually every politician ap 
ing on one of the Sunday talk 
grams in Washington had a vie 
Mrs. Clinton for Senate On ' 
News Sunday,” the House Spe. 
Dennis Hastert, an Illinois Rep 
can, warned that even Chicago 
tics could not compare to the t< 
ness of New York campaigns.

PHOTOCOPY
lEOCqi/ATlPA

By JAMES DAO

WASHING TON, Feb. 21 - Sound- 
ig very much like a candidate for 
tie Senate in 2000, Mayor Rudolph

Giuliani used interviews on three 
xal and national television news 
rograms today to criticize Hillary 
lodham Clinton and to tout his own 
otential as New York’s next Junior 
enator.
Dismissing Democratic sugges- 

ons that he would skip the race if 
Irs. Clinton jumped in, Mr. Giuliani 
aid he would relish running us an 
nderdog against the First Lady and 
imbatively asserted that he would 
e more likely to declare his candi- 
acy if she declares hers first. 
“I think quite honestly there prob- 

bly will be more of an inclination to 
□ it if she were to decide to run,” 
Ir. Giuliani said on “Late Edition” 
i CNN. *Tt would be the most fo- 
ised-on race in the country.”
Mr. Giuliani, a Republican, also 

literated his sharp criticism of M rs. 
linton for saying last year that cre- 
ing a Palestinian state was “very 
nportant for the broader goal of 
?ace in the Middle East.”
"By one of the most influential 

sople in the Clinton Administration 
lying ‘Palestinian state,’ in essence 
?u have given that away without 
Ung able to shape it and you basi- 
illy side with the Palestinians 
>ainst the Israelis,” Mr. Giuliani 

said on “Sunday Edition" on WCBS- 
IV in New York. He called Mrs. 
Clinton’s comment “a very big mis­
take.”

Asked if her statement would be 
fair game for her opponent in a Sen­
ate campaign, Mr Giuliani replied, 
“If she’s the candidate, obviously it 
would be an issue and it would be one 
that people would have to explore.”

But Mr. Giuliani said that if he ran 
against Mrs. Clinton, a former resi­
dent of Illinois and Arkansas, he 
would not attack her for never hav­
ing lived in New York State.

Both Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Giuliani 
have said they have not decided 
whether to run for the seat now held 
by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
who plans to retire at the end of next 
year

But the Mayor, in his television 
appearances today, was exceptional­
ly forceful in his attacks on Mrs. 
Clinton and unusually candid in mus­
ing about why he would be the Re­
publicans’ strongest candidate.

“I’ve been in three races for may­
or of New York City, and two of 
them, before I got re-elected, I was 
behind by substantial margins.” he 
said on “This Week” on ABC News. 
Being an underdog, he added, “kind 
of gives you lhe impetus to go on.”

“If anything,” he said, “it chal­
lenges you even more."

If he runs, Mr. Giuliani could face
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a primary contest with Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio, a Suffolk County 
Republican. On the Democratic side. 
Representative Nita M. Lowey of 
Westchester has said she probably 
will run if Mrs. Clinton does not.

The news media's attention to 
Mrs. Clinton’s potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch today as 
the story was featured on five nation­
al television news programs as well

By JAMES DAO

WASHINGTON. Feb. 21 - Sound- 
tg very much like a candidate for 
he Senate in 2000, Mayor Rudolph 
/. Giuliani used interviews on three 
jcal and national television news 
rograms today to criticize Hillary 
:odham Clinton and to tout his own 
otential as New York's next junior 
enator.
Dismissing Democratic sugges- 

ons that he would skip the race if 
Irs. Clinton jumped in, Mr. Giuliani 
aid he would relish running as an 
nderdog against the First Lady and 
jmbatively asserted that he would 
e more likely to declare his candi- 
acy if she declares hers first.
"I think quite honestly there prob- 

bly will be more of an inclination to 
3 it if she were to decide to run," 
lr. Giuliani said on "Late Edition" 
i CNN. "It would be the most fo- 
ised-on race in the country.”
Mr. Giuliani, a Republican, also 

•iterated his sharp criticism of Mrs. 
linton for saying last year that cre- 
mg a Palestinian state was “very 

-iport ant for the broader goal of 
sace in the Middle East."
"By one of the most influential 

eople in the Clinton Administration 
lying ‘Palestinian state,' in essence 
iu have given that away without 
ling able to shape it and you basi- 
illy side with the Palestinians 
;ainst the Israelis,” Mr. Giuliani 

as on the covers of this week's it 
of Newsweek and Time magazi

Virtually every politician ap 
ing on one of the Sunday talk 
grams in Washington hud a vie 
Mrs. Clinton for Senate. On ‘ 
News Sunday,” the House Spe 
Dennis Hastert, an Illinois Re; 
can, warned that even Chicago 
tics could not compare to the u 
ness of New York campaigns.

said on "Sunday Edition” on WCBS- 
TV in New York. He called Mrs. 
Clinton's comment "a very big mis­
take.”

Asked if her statement would be 
fair game for her opponent in a Sen­
ate campaign, Mr Giuliani replied, 
“If she’s the candidate, obviously it 
would be an issue and it would be one 
that people would have to explore.”

But Mr. Giuliani said that if he ran 
against Mrs. Clinton, a former resi­
dent of Illinois and Arkansas, he 
would not attack her for never hav­
ing lived in New York State.

Both Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Giuliani 
have said they have not decided 
whether to run for the seat now held 
by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
who plans to retire at the end of next 
year.

But the Mayor, in his television 
appearances today, was exceptional­
ly forceful in his attacks on Mrs. 
Clinton and unusually candid in mus­
ing about why he would be the Re­
publicans' strongest candidate.

“I've been in three races for may­
or of New York City, and two of 
them, before I got re-elected, 1 was 
behind by substantial margins,” he 
said on “This Week" on ABC News 
Being an underdog, he added, "kind 
of gives you the impetus to go on."

“If anything,” he said, “it chal­
lenges you even more."

If he runs, Mr. Giuliani could face
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a primary contest with Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio, a Suffolk County 
Republican. On the Democratic side. 
Representative Nita M Lowey of 
Westchester has said she probably 
will run if Mrs. Clinton does not.

The news media’s attention to 
Mrs. Clinton’s potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch today as 
the story was featured on five nation­
al television news programs as well
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By J AMES DAO

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 — Sound­
ing very much like a candidate for 
the Senate tn 2000, Mayor Rudolph 
W. Giuliani used interviews on three 
local and national television news 
programs today to criticize Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and to tout his own 
potential as New York’s next junior 
Senator.

Dismissing Democratic sugges­
tions that he would skip the race if 
Mrs. Clinton jumped in, Mr. Giuliani 
said he would relish running as an 
underdog against the First Lady and 
combatively asserted that he would 
be more likely to declare his candi­
dacy if she declares hers first.

“1 think quite honestly there prob­
ably will be more of an inclination to 
do it if she were to decide to run,” 
Mr. Giuliani said on “Late Edition" 
on CNN. “It would be the most fo- 
cused-on race in the country.”

Mr. Giuliani, a Republican, also 
reiterated his sharp criticism of Mrs. 
Clinton for saying last year that cre­
ating a Palestinian state was “very 
important for the broader goal of 
peace in the Middle East.”

“By one of the most influential 
people in the Clinton Administration 
saying ‘Palestinian state,’ in essence 
you have given that away without 
being able to shape it and you basi­
cally side with the Palestinians 
against the Israelis,” Mr. Giuliani 

said on "Sunday Edition” on WCBS- 
TV in New York. He called Mrs. 
Clinton's comment “a very big mis­
take.”

Asked if her statement would be 
fair game for her opponent in a Sen­
ate campaign, Mr. Giuliani replied, 
“If she’s the candidate, obviously it 
would be an issue and it would be one 
that people would have to explore."

But Mr. Giuliani said that if he ran 
against Mrs. Clinton, a former resi­
dent of Illinois and Arkansas, he 
would not attack her for never hav­
ing lived in New York State.

Both Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Giuliani 
have said they have not decided 
whether to run for the seat now held 
by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
who plans to retire at the end of next 
year.

But the Mayor, in his television 
appearances today, was exceptional­
ly forceful in his attacks on Mrs. 
Clinton and unusually candid in mus­
ing about why he would be the Re­
publicans’ strongest candidate.

“I've been in three races for may­
or of New York City, and two of 
them, before 1 got re-elected, I was 
behind by substantial margins," he 
said on “This Week” on ABC News. 
Being an underdog, he added, “kind 
of gives you the impetus to go on.”

“If anything," he said, “it chal­
lenges you even more.”

If he runs, Mr. Giuliani could face

as on the covers of thi 
of Newsweek and Tin

Virtually every pol 
ing on one of the Su 
grams in Washington 
Mrs. Clinton for Set 
News Sunday,” the 1 
Dennis Hastert, an 1) 
can, warned that evei 
tics could not compar 
ness of New York car

I



I

A16 YNE

fork Report I

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 1999

ihe iNVurllork Suncs

dia Glare on Mrs. Clinton, Potential Candidate

CNF

A television ad for an interview with Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani.

w7

.•'igs

Eoffiim
Giuliani vs. Clinton?

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

a primary contest with Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio, a Suffolk County 
Republican On the Democratic side. 
Representative Nita M. Lowey of 
Westchester has said she probably 
will run if Mrs. Clinton does not.

The news media’s attention to 
Mrs. Clinton’s potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch today as 
the story was featured on five nation­
al television news programs as well

tion” on WCBS- 
He called Mrs. 
a very big mis-

as on the covers of this week’s issues 
of Newsweek and Time magazines

Virtually every politician appear­
ing on one of the Sunday talk pro­
grams in Washington had a view on 
Mrs. Clinton for Senate. On “Fox 
News Sunday,’’ the House Speaker, 
Dennis Hastert, an Illinois Republi­
can, warned that even Chicago poli­
tics could not compare to the tough­
ness of New York campaigns.

•ment would be 
oonent in a Sen- 
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"I’m not sure why anybody from 
Illinois wants to stick their nose in 
New York politics,” Mr. Hastert 
said.

On “Late Edition” on CNN, Susan 
Molinari, the former Congresswom­
an from Staten Island, ventured a 
guess that Mrs. Clinton would not run 
because “this is not the kind of rough 
and tumble she wants to put herself 
back into after getting through a 
very difficult time in their personal 
and professional lives.”

And on “Face the Nation” on CBS. 
former Mayor Edward I. Koch pre­
dicted Mrs. Clinton would win if she 
ran and said it was "ridiculous” of 
Mr. Giuliani to attack her position on 
a Palestinian state, contending that 
most Israeli and American Jews sup­
port the idea,

“For Giuliani to raise that shows 
you how low a blow he’s willing to 
strike,” Mr. Koch said.

Senator Mitch McConnell, the 
chairman of the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, which raises 
funds for Republican Senate candi­
dates said on “Meet the Press” on
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Rudolph W. Giuliani. She can hear Democrats 
predict she would win, and Republicans call her 
a “carpetbagger,” a word that probably hasn’t 
been uttered so much in one week since Recon­
struction. The issues were treated with the 
sophistication of a horse race. Will she run? 
Will she win?

Because Mrs. Clinton herself has been mum, 
the speculation can go anywhere, fueled by 
tantalizing hints. A spokeswoman’s comment 
that Mrs. Clinton would give “careful consider­
ation” to running set off a frenzy. Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, whose announce­
ment that he would not run for re-election 
opened the floodgates to this speculation, met 
Mrs. Clinton at the White House for a lunch and 
strategy session on Friday; the meeting was

well publicized, his arrival and departure well 
photographed. As the week went on, the chatter 
turned to whether Mrs. Clinton's public indeci­
sion was cynically calculated to deflect atten­
tion from the impeachment.

But the story has been good for Mrs. Clinton’s 
possible opponents, too. At times the coverage 
seemed to be All-Rudy-All-the-Time: on Thurs­
day the Mayor appeared on “Crossfire,” on 
Friday on “Today” and CNN’s "Inside Poli­
tics,” and yesterday on ABC’s “This Week” 
and CNN’s “Late Edition.” He got to talk about 
the city and solidify his position as the likely 
Republican candidate.

Nita M. Lowey, the Democratic Congress­
woman who has said she might run but only if

i
f

i

Mrs. Clinton doesn't, was on “Fox News Sun­
day” and “Late Edition” yesterday, graciously 
saying she respected Mrs. Clinton’s timetable. 
And why shouldn’t Ms. Lowey be gracious? 
Now she is on a national stage positioned as the 
Hillary Clinton understudy.

Though the Clinton-for-Senate barrage sug­
gests that one wall-to-wall story will always be 
with us, in some ways the past week merely 
hints at what television news will be like post­
Monica. For a full year, journalists from Dan 
Rather to Matt Drudge have been following the 
same story. There may be a fork ahead where 
the high and the low roads diverge.

Minor differences have already emerged. 
When they weren’t discussing Mrs. Clinton, the 
cable shows, particularly on MSNBC, returned 
to their fallback position, hashing over the 
JonBenet Ramsey murder. That conversation 
was spurred by the publication of “Perfect 
Murder, Perfect Town,” a massive book by 
Lawrence Schiller (an NBC consultant).

The Sunday talk shows covered more sub­
stantive issues. On “Meet the Press,” a panel of 
governors discussed Social Security, taxes and 
education. ABC’s “This Week” was defiantly 
non-glitzy as it introduced a new regular seg­
ment, “On the Campaign Trail.” In a taped 
interview, George Will, never their most dy­
namic commentator, talked to John Sweeney, 
president of the A.F..-C.I.O. The pablum ques­
tions and non-answers about the need to save 
Social Security provided the kind of drone that 
will send even serious viewers fleeing.

But if those shows feel too proud of their high- 
minded stances, it is worth noting that only 
CNN's “Late Edition” devoted a segment to the 
Kosovo talks, in a live interview with Secretary 
of State Madeleine K. Albright. Kosovo may be 
the most dangerous and immediate issue at 
hand, but it is even less sexy than the 2000 
election. More telling, none of the Sunday talk 
shows resisted “Will Hillary Run?”

By CARYN JAMES

“Seven Sundays ago you started all this,” 
Tim Russert told Senator Robert G. Torricelli 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press” yesterday, alluding 
to the Democratic Senator’s comment on an 
earlier program that he would like Hillary 

Rodham Clinton to run for the 
Senate from New York.

“1 was just making small 
talk,” Mr. Torricelli answered. 
“You made it into a national 
issue.”

This may sound like throat clearing, a cloy­
ing yet harmless way to ease into an interview: 
Mr. Russert promotes his own program and 
Mr. Torricelli banters back with flattery. But 
the New Jersey Senator had a point. Since 
President Clinton’s impeachment trial ended 
(was it only 10 days ago?) television has been 
filled with small talk that has become big talk 
about a possible Hillary Clinton-for-Senate 
campaign. There could not be a more dramatic 
example of how 24-hour news, with its obsessive 
focus on a single story, can shape politics.

The possibility of a Hillary Clinton campaign 
would have been a story even in the pre-cable 
era, but it would not have turned into such a 
gigantic snowball, quickly filling the post-im­
peachment void. It was a media-made event 
that fed on itself, kept alive by strategic com­
ments wafting from the White House.

In the past week, speculation about Mrs. 
Clinton’s future dominated broadcast and cable 
programs, from CNBC’s “Hardball with Chris 
Matthews” to CNN’s “Crossfire,” from NBC’s 
“Today” to ABC’s “Nightline” and a half-dozen 
MSNBC chat shows.

The possible campaign has been so thorough­
ly scrutinized that it is only a slight exaggera­
tion to say Mrs. Clinton doesn’t need to do her 
own research. She can turn on television and 
see the polls that show her beating Mayor

It doesn’t take much to 
keep the heads talking.
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The race won't be the cakewalk that 
Bobby Kennedy s was. Palaki and Giuliani, 
tlie Republicans, are extremely papular. 
Both have won re-election in token races, 
and one of them is sure to take up the chal­
lenge Hillary' presents rather than allow 
New Yorkers to elect a second Democratic 
senator.

Hillary would make a better senator for 
New York than Bobby Kennedy did. It won't 
take her but a few years to become a New 
Yorker, just as she became an Arkansan two 
years after she started trying to be one out 
of political necessity.

The New York Senate race is not the 
only option for Hillary. There is reason to 
believe that Al Gore will choose her as his 
running mate if he gets the Democratic 
nomination, and he could get it more easi­
ly if he gets Hillary on the ticket from the 
get-go. As a matter of fact, getting Hillary on 
the ticket may give him his only chance to 
win the nomination.

Finally, it is not beyond the realm of rea­
son that the Clintons, if their popularity rat 
ings stay high, will double-cross Gore and 
run Hillary for president. She as good as 
anything they’ve got, including Gore.

Hillary for president would give (he 
Clintons a shot at maintaining their opulent 
White House. They're not going to have 100 
servants anywhere else they go.

John R. 
Stan*

s

Q

o Hillary Clinton is going to think 
about running for the Senate in New
York!

The idea of running Hillary for office is­
n't new to the Clinton family. In 1990, when 
Bill was laying plans to run for president, 
he thought he needed the Arkansas gover­
norship as a launching platform.

However, Clinton concluded that he 
could have the best of all worlds if Hillary 
were governor and he had more time to run 
for president I encouraged them to do it 
mainly because 1 thought Hillary would 
make a better governor The idea was 
dropped when polls indicated that she 
could not win.
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Win R Sian- u die Jbntiei nianoffins editor of the 
Democrat-Gazette.

•
It’s time we had a female president. 1 

wouldn't be at all put out if the race iitNo 
vember 2000 is between Elizabeth Dole-ghd 
Hillary Clinton The race would give u$ the 
kind of clear liberal vs. conservative option 
(hat we didn't get in either ofthc Bill Clin­
ton races.

Tb run for the Senate, Hillary can ion 
tinue as the artificial person she had to fee 
come in Washington to properly play the 
role of first lady. If she goes for the presi 
dency, she needs to find some way to get 
back to being the good old girl she was 
when she left Arkansas in January 1993.

1 am confident that she can do it
Hillary’s political opportunities .are 

there whether or not she decides to keep 
Bill. In some ways, she would be a better 
candidate without him.

There are, of course, many non-elective 
options for Hillary if Gore is elected. If Bill 
had not made him vice president, he would 
not have been in a position to run for pres­
ident. Hillary probably can have apy cabi­
net post or ambassadorship that she wants.

Ambassador to one of the larger coun­
tries is a cush assignment Hillary wotild 
also make an excellent secretary of state or 
secretary of health and human services in 
a Gore administration.

I’m comfortable witli the idea of Hillary 
in (he White House, but I'd like the idea’s 
lot better if Bill would announce that he 
wont live there but will go to Hollywood to 
prepare their retirement home and to do 
whatever it is he does best

- :

Then Bill wrestled for several weeks 
with the idea of not seeking a fifth term so 
he, like Jimmy Carter, would have a fill 1 two 
years for the presidential race. Clinton says 
he decided to run in the middle of a press 
conference he called to announce that he 
would not run for re-election.

One might think that the idea of Hillary 
running for high office in a state in which 
she never lived and never intends to live is 
ridiculous, but there's precedent for it In 
the mid-1960s, Bobby Kennedy, needed a 
base from which to launch bis 1968 presi­
dential campaign, ran in New York and was 
elected easily. If Hil lary runs in New York, 
we'll get a comparison of the popularity of 
the Kennedy and Clinton dynasties.

Sen. Daniel P Moynihan, the man she 
would replace, is encouraging her to run. 
Democrats in Washington are warm to (he 
idea and New York Democrats, who don’t 
have a candidate who can tackle either Gov. 
George Pataki or Mayor Rudy Giuliani of 
New York City, are downright enthusiastic.
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"The paint on the house isn't dry until Al Gore is elected," the 
operative said.

Another consideration is her likely Republican opponent. 
Mayor Giuliani.

A veteran Democratic operative and former administration 
official noted that a Gore victory in 2000 would be the final 
trophy for the Clintons — legitimizing his presidency and 
carrying on their agenda.

One major issue weighing against a race is that it would 
seriously reduce the amount of time she wants to spend to 
make sure Vice President Gore succeeds her husband.

One source told the Daily News the First 
Lady's decision would come "after the 
Mexico trip," on which she'll accompany 
President Clinton on Sunday and Monday.

The Clintonite still believed, however, that 
the First Lady would not take the plunge. 
"It could go either way, but my best guess 
is that she will decide against it," the 
associate said.

WASHINGTON 
ides to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday 
acknowledged for the first time that she is seriously 
considering running for the New York Senate seat in 

2000 — and will make up her mind as early as next week.

"It's my impression that she is very intrigued by it," said a key 
Clinton associate who once dismissed the idea as far-fetched.

click h»re

By KENNETH R. BAZINET 
Daily News Washington Bureau

Hil Eying N.Y. Run for Senate 

Campaign decision 
likely soon, aides say

Albans NEWS
First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton

Aides acknowledged she had been seriously considering the 
race, taking into account, among other concerns, that her 
decision has put the ambitions of other potential candidates on 
hold.
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It seems, at first blush, ridiculous. Even she couldn't pull this one off. 
Wouldn't want to, for one thing. Run for Senate from a state she's never 
lived in? Only to go back to Washington — she hates Washington - back 
to the city of Ken Starr and Trent Lott and Chris Matthews and Sally 
Quinn, where they see her as an intruder and debaucher of 
pre-Clinton-era mores that were, um, unimpeachable? She should be 
dying to get the hell out of there, start making the kind of money she 
needs to pay those legal bills, hover in the penumbra of national politics 
for a while, live happily with her breathtaking transformation from 
ultra-liberal, anti-cookie immoralist to martyred feminist familial rock.

But hold on a minute. Surely, she wants a career and, after her husband's 
term ends, will be free to establish one on her own terms entirely.

Political speculation comes, and political speculation goes. But this one, 
as far as New York Democrats are concerned, is the Mother of All 
Scenarios, a dream worthy of their sense of history: Hillary for Senate.
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term ends, will be free to establish one on her own terms entirely. 
Surely, she hankers still to be at the center of things. Surely, having done 
the spade work of public service, having read to thousands of 
schoolchildren and lit hundreds of Christmas trees and been roped into 
lending her name to that silly little bestiary about Buddy and Socks, she 
wants more substance and less fluff. So why not?

"That's something that... I don't know how much of a possibility that 
is," says James Carville. "It's more fun to speculate than anything else."

"I've been working on this ever since Senator Moynihan decided he 
wasn't going to run again," says Harlem congressman Charlie Rangel, 
who seems to be the one who came up with this idea and who has run it 
by both Clintons without getting a yes, but also without getting anything 
like a no. "It's just amazing how she's gained the respect of so many 
Democrats, here in New York and everywhere. She'd be a very viable 
candidate."

"She'd be a terrific candidate. She could win," says George 
Stephanopoulos. "SHE'S ... NOT ... RUNNING!"

This story has two parts. One part, of course, is about Hillary' - her 
pilgrim's progress, as it were, her search for redemption and a future, the 
unprecedented and unique politico-cultural space she occupies. We'll 
come back around to that. But the other part, and in many ways the more 
interesting part, is about New York. Stephanopoulos is blunt on this 
point: "This is as much about the vanity of New York and New Yorkers 
as it is about Mrs. Clinton. And by using the word vanity, I affirm that I 
am not a candidate in this race."

The Hill-for-Senate boomlet emanates, in the first instance, from a few 
very specific political observations: (1) Rudy Giuliani is likely to be the 
Republican nominee for Pat Moynihan's seat in 2000, and the Democrats 
will be hard-pressed to find someone who can run credibly against him. 
(2) It follows that the national party risks losing a Senate seat at a 
moment in history the Democrats are hoping will propel them back into 
control of Congress, and the state party loses a major, and prestigious, 
power base. (3) The state Democratic Party is not, shall we say, rich with 
talent just now. (4) The state Democratic Party is not rich with money, 
either, and would not mind finding a candidate who can raise plenty, for 
both self and party. (5) There's one Democrat whom Democrats seem to 
love, love, love.

One might ask, however, if George, given his own career change, is still 
in the loop. And others who know her aren't quite so fast to slam the 
door. "She's not about to make any Shermanesque statement," says 
Harold Ickes, who says he still talks to her every couple of weeks or so. 
"I'd be surprised, but, you know, you never know."

box and click on 'go to 
category'}

Nope, you never do. And unlikely as it may seem to some, it has to be 
said that the trajectory of her life these last tumultuous years has been 
pretty unlikely, too. Hillary for Senate? Call it improbable, but admit, 
too, given who she is and what New York is, that it makes a strange kind 
of sense.
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"It’d be firn, man," Carville says. "Everybody would love it. You'd have 
the situation where, if those two ran, the New York Senate race would be 
more interesting than the presidential race."

"Hillary would be an A-plus candidate," says Public Advocate Mark 
Green, "since she has the creativity, agenda, and resources necessary to 
compete against any Republican."

To whom? "I can't begin," Rangel gushes, "to give you the names of 
labor leaders and politicians and activists who believe it would be a 
fantastic thing for our state and our party."

It all sounds too good to be true to New York Democrats. Left for dead 
after the losses of David Dinkins and Mario Cuomo, they started to sec 
daylight last year when Chuck Schumer toppled Al D'Amato. If Hillary 
ran, they say -- especially if she ran against Giuliani — it'd be like the 
heavens opening up. "I think she would win if she ran," says Elizabeth 
Holtzman. "There'd be a tremendous amount of enthusiasm for her, 
tremendous excitement among women, in the African-American 
community. Her husband is very popular here, and she, if anything, 
might be more popular."

Now we're getting to the heart of the matter. New York, of course, 
expects to be the center of attention in all matters. This is still true in 
many respects, but it's not true in politics. Yes, we have the country's 
most famous mayor, some would argue its most successful mayor. And 
we have a governor who, just because he's governor of New York and 
not of Montana, gets to mull a presidential run while reporters scribble 
down his thoughts. But the governor hasn’t yet established himself as a 
Man of Stature, and the mayor, well, the mayor makes it kinda hard 
sometimes for the banned-from-City Hall citizenry to revel in his 
success. Schumer has the potential to earn a real place in the history 
books, but he's just getting started. Beyond that, they're all 
second-echelon — no great and powerful congressional chainnen, no 
larger-than-life figures. And the power centers? They've moved to the 
suburbs out past O'Hare (Henry Hyde's district) and. Godsakes, 
Mississippi.

"She would," says one local Democratic consultant, "be a shoo-in. No 
argument."

Rangel is right — virtually every Democratic official and activist in New 
York is reduced to drool at the thought of her running. And money? 
Please. When New Jersey senator Robert Torricelli floated the idea of a 
Hillary candidacy in early January, it wasn't simply idle cheerleading: 
Torricelli is the chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee, which means it's his job to scour the nation and find 
candidates who can make realistic runs for the Senate (i.e., can raise at 
least $10 million or so). Ten million, for Hillary, would be lowballing it. 
A Hillary-for-Senate campaign would have to employ half-a-dozen 
staffers just to open the checks.

New York - Democrats, naturally, but really the whole New York 
Establishment - yearns for the kind of starring role it hasn't had in years. 
But for a starring role, you need stars. Big, serious people, with brains 
and, what, elan. Herbert Lehman. Robert Wagner, the first. Adam 
Clayton Powell. Bobby Kennedy. Pat Moynihan. Mario Cuomo, except 
that he never put his talents to the ultimate test. Sure, it makes more
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So that’s settled. And there aren’t intra-party feuds anymore, mainly 
because there aren't enough Democratic activists even to have a feud

sense, given her personal history, to run from Arkansas or Illinois, but at 
the end of the day, they're ... well, Arkansas and Illinois. Chicago's 
great and all, a world-class city; but who's she going to hobnob with in 
Chicago, that lady who writes the V. I. Warshawski novels? "I think 
people in this state like having glamorous representatives," says Diane 
Ravitch, New Yorker, former assistant secretary of Education, and, like 
Hillary, Wellesley alumna (though earlier; she matriculated alongside 
Madeleine Albright). "That's how Bobby Kennedy got in in ’64."

It's nice narrative symmetry, but in fact the parallel between Bobby and 
Hillary is not exact. Bobby did not find the New York waters entirely 
smooth. The carpetbagging charge was the most obvious and the first to 
hit; his supporters fetched up the fact that he'd lived in Riverdale for a 
while as a youngster. He got caught up, also, in the reformers-regulars 
fight — his posthumous image of progressive honor is a bit misleading, 
as concerns the Bobby of 1964, who was in the main the candidate of the 
party bosses. "Bobby had to work," says Ronnie Eldridge, the West Side 
city councilwoman who was one of his reform supporters. "His brother 
had been assassinated, of course, there was a Kennedy legend, 
everybody felt sorry for him, and all that. But he had to fight for it. He 
was under attack."

The Bobby precedent has cleared Hillary's path, though, by making the 
residency point, for one, moot. Hillary, if she comes to New York, will 
face no such attacks, at least not from Democrats. "The president asked 
me what was the downside," Rangel says. "He was concerned about 
residence. I told him Bobby Kennedy and Buckley had done that before" 
(that's James Buckley he means, a GOP senator who filled the Kennedy 
seat in 1970. Bonus trivia question that will be popping up over the next 
year: Who held the scat from 1968 to 1970, after Bobby was killed? 
Upstate Republican Charles Goodell, appointed by Rocky). The Tinies 
editorial page, no great friend of La Clinton lately, opined that New 
York primaries should operate on "the general theory of the more the 
merrier, including those who move to New York to find work" - gee, 
who else could they have meant? And anyway, it's certainly not a legal 
issue. Lee Daghlian, spokesman for the state Board of Elections, says 
there's no real residency requirement to speak of for federal candidates. 
"She or anybody doesn't have to be a resident until Election Day," 
Daghlian says, adding that "you could be a resident just by moving into 
a hotel room." In the Carlyle, say.

Yes, Bobby. Everyone points to Bobby. He wanted to run for president 
in 1964, but with Lyndon Johnson already in the Oval Office, he decided 
against it. He wanted to be Lyndon's veep, but Johnson decided a 
Yankee wouldn't bring the ticket anything and he needed a Midwesterner 
(and, oh yeah, Lyndon hated his guts). Meanwhile, New York 
Democrats, riven by fighting between the regulars and the reformers, 
had lost the governorship to Nelson Rockefeller and, in the city, were 
reduced to leaning uncomfortably on a mayoral administration, that of 
Robert Wagner (the second), that was running on empty - indeed, in 
1965, Republican John Lindsay would wrest Grade Mansion away. A 
star like Kennedy and a beleaguered party seemed a perfect fit, so Bobby 
"moved" to New York, setting up residency in one of the family's 
homes, out in Glen Cove, even though he basically lived at the Carlyle 
until he bought his U.N. Plaza apartment.
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anymore. And, of course, the state elected Kennedy in the end, bought 
its little acre of Camclot. There's every sign that New York will offer her 
a kindred balm. "She'd be an extremely strong candidate," says attorney 
Victor Kovner. "She's enormously popular. She's a great campaigner. 
She would evoke enormous excitement among Democrats of all stripes." 
Even Post editorial-page editor John Podhoretz said on New York 1 that, 
"much to my disgust," New York "would welcome her with open arms."

New York likes what she represents (there is that welfare bill, but there 
aren't enough Democrats around anymore to quibble about things like 
that, either); doesn't much care who she or her husband sleeps with; feels 
palpably sorry for her; would love one more chance to prove itself less 
hypocritical and more effortlessly sophisticated than the nation's gaseous 
capital, would get a kick out of being her giant base camp in the culture 
war that has swirled around her frequently re-coifTed head over the past 
eight years.

So there's New York's rationale. What's hers? Here's Ickes: "A lot of 
people" — this "lot" would presumably include both Ickes and Hillary -- 
"would see this as a sort of race of redemption. It's a multi-layered thing. 
Go back to when [Bill Clinton] first started running, you had the 
two-for-one thing - you know, how she said, you elect him, you get me 
too. Then there was the co-presidency thing. Then came the health-care 
fiasco, which was 1 guess mostly laid at her doorstep. Then she went 
underground a bit. Then she had the legal travails, the 
commodities-trading thing, and the questions about billing at the Rose 
Law Firm. Then came the pillorying of Hillary, you might say, and the 
constant effort to drive the president and Hillary out of office. For her to 
run and win a very, very prestigious seat would permit her supporters to 
say there was a lot more here than anybody thought, and you guys were 
wrong."

Her supporters would indeed say this. She would probably refrain from 
saying it, but she’d certainly think it. And, though in one sense the 
possible elevation of Hillary is a complex sociological story that takes in 
everyone from Tammy Wynette to Ellen DeGeneres, in another sense it's 
really that simple: Redemption. Without ever having run for office, she's 
been through everything people who run for office have to go through, 
and more. It's not as if she didn't ask for it - through the remark Ickes 
cites, and things like her old crack about having better things to do than 
baking cookies, she did leap smack into the hurricane's eye. But it's fair 
to say, too, that the other side got a little rough with her. Okay, more 
than a little. It's hard to think of things that would delight this political 
animal more than the knowledge that Trent Lott and Strom Thurmond 
and Jesse Helms would have to call her "colleague." And, with 19 
Republicans (out of 33 senators total) up for re-election in 2000, and 21 
(again, out of 33) up in 2002, odds are decent that Democrats can 
recapture the Senate, and then they'd have to call her "Madame 
Chairwoman." Redemption doesn't come much bigger.

What no one knows at this point is what she thinks about this. Ickes says 
he talks to her regularly and insists that "she hasn't given it any thought." 
Rangel spoke to her about it on a trip to the Dominican Republic, after 
Hurricane Mitch. "She wasn't offended, let me put it that way," he says. 
"And she didn't say it was impossible."
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Halberstam says today that he was writing against "what I thought at the 
time was the worst of the Kennedy bullshit, the sense of entitlement and 
so forth." He had also been wary of Bobby in '64, but realized later that

Maybe; Stephanopoulos knows his Washington press corps, and the 
national reporters and cable shows would surely fulminate over this 
question. But maybe not; after all, the New York press corps is the one 
that decided that, on balance, Rudy Giuliani's private life wasn't a thing 
of consequence or interest. The Post might work this angle, but the Post 
has better toys to play with here, like that quote about Palestinian 
statehood, which it plastered on its wood. Besides, there is precedent of 
a sort: Guess which First Lady spent lots of time in Greenwich Village 
during part of her husband's tenure (hint: She's looking over Hillary's 
and Rudy's shoulders in this very magazine)? Besides that, it must be 
admitted that Hillary is half of a couple that's turned social conventional 
wisdom on its head. If Bill can shoot up in the polls after what he did, 
there's no reason she couldn't hit 140 percent if she moved out on him.

There's another problem, though. "Of course she's enormously popular," 
says Victor Navasky, publisher and editorial director of The Nation. 
"First of all, there's the iconography of the situation, and then there are 
her own qualities. But she also has great baggage she comes with." 
Navasky recalled 1979-80, when the press urged Ted Kennedy to take 
on Carter, writing that the nomination would be his for the asking, and 
then, from the day he announced, screamed Chappaquiddick. Navasky 
asks: "Is she in the line of Robert Kennedy, or is she in the line of 
Senator Bill Moyers and Senator Ted Sorensen and Senator Walter 
Cronkite, all of whom were supposed to be elected at some point or 
another?" Moyers and Cronkite never ran, but Sorensen did, in 1970; 
David Halberstam wrote a blistering attack on him in Harper's, and 
Sorensen became one of the great flameouts of recent political history.

Obviously, developing a rationale means weighing these kinds of 
downsides. Right now, thanks to Vogue and Vanity’ Fair, she is at the 
peak of her cultural moment. This kind of luster tends to dull when one 
becomes a declared candidate. "Once you announce," says Ickes, "your 
poll ratings drop fifteen or twenty points. And she knows that." And, 
even if legal residency is not an issue, the question of a First Lady 
moving out of the White House, of woman moving out on husband, even 
that husband, is salient. "Can you just imagine the kind of speculation 
that would cause?" Stephanopoulos asks. "That would become the whole 
race - 'What docs this really mean?' and all that sort of thing."

Running for office, it turns out, has been on her mind before. Dick 
Morris says that in 1990, Bill Clinton was originally leaning toward not 
running for reelection as governor, and Hillary, says Morris, thought 
about giving it a go. "She commissioned me to do two polls about it," 
Morris says. "They showed that while very' popular, she hadn't really 
carved out the independent image for herself that she has now. That 
conclusion infuriated her. She hated it. In fact they made me go back and 
do a second poll, with more carefully worded questions and so on. That 
came up with much the same thing."

rumor, started asking her about it, "and she smiled and said, 'Don't tell 
me Charlie Rangel's got you too!' " She may just find it all amusing. 
Five percent of her may be waiting to see if anything like a groundswell 
builds. But this much is axiomatic: When politicians want to kill talk, 
really kill it, they say no.
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"I don't think she would have a prayer against Giuliani," Morris says. 
"Giuliani is one tough campaigner. If they think that a former prosecutor 
is not going to dredge up every last detail of Whitewater and her legal 
transactions, they're really kidding themselves. 1 think she knows this." 
Besides, he adds, "I mean, we don't know this for sure one way or the 
other, but there may still be a sealed indictment against her." Now //n/r 
would be a deal-breaker.

Giuliani, against Hillary or anyone else, would probably run somewhat 
to the right of where he governs, which he has always done; think, for 
example, of the importance his campaigns have placed on the Orthodox 
Jewish vote. He'd definitely raise the carpetbagger issue. And Morris 
may be right about Whitewater and so forth, although that kind of 
campaign, against Hillary Clinton and in New York, carries the risk of 
backlash. Mostly, he'd run on his record. It is, as we know, a formidable 
one. He'd certainly do better among white voters in the city than your 
typical Republican, and chances are they're ga-ga over him in the 
suburbs.

One scenario is hard to argue: Imagine black voter turnout for Hillary 
and against Rudy. Huge. Hillary Clinton, via her husband, sits on a 
record at which black voters, on paper, should cast a gimlet eye: 
Pro-death penalty, pro-welfare reform, this sort of thing. But it hasn't 
hurt her husband's popularity among blacks, and it sure won't hurt hers. 
"He can't run on crime, because crime's gone down nationally under her 
and her husband," Al Sharpton says. "If I was Hillary, I'd rob that from 
him. He couldn't even run on welfare. 1 don't say these things with 
pleasure, necessarily, but they're so."

Democrats counter by saying that turnout for Hillary could be so 
massive, enthusiasm so seismic, that Giuliani or any Republican would 
simply be buried. "This is basically a Democratic state," Liz Holtzman 
says. "If people don't dislike the Democrat, as they did Mario Cuomo in 
1994,1 don't see any good reason why a Republican should win. And 
you talk about enthusiasm. People will want to come out and vote for 
her. There'd be tremendous excitement."

There wouldn't be much questioning her qualifications. There would be 
some skepticism as to her rationale, but that would be skepticism she 
could handle, or at least prove wrong over the course of a campaign. But 
in all likelihood, she'd face one more barrier, and his name is Giuliani.

"1 was wrong. He really grew." And now, with respect to Hillary? "The 
test is not fame," he says. "Rather, it's how good a public person one is. 
How much has the person been in the wars, how much has the person 
changed? Has she really been in the pit as a public person? The answer 
is dramatically yes."

Hillary v. Rudy, it doesn't quite have the seamless story line that would 
present itself if Hillary were to move to Georgia and run against Bob 
Barr, since Giuliani has put plenty of space between himself and the 
cultural right. But it's still two icons who stand for pretty different 
things. Daughter of the Sixties against the Man Who Wants to Bring 
Back the Fifties. McGovemite versus He Who Jumped the Democratic 
Ship Because of McGovern. It Takes a Village versus Seal Off the 
Village.
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Lowey might even be a strong candidate against Giuliani — woman, 
suburban, moderate. She's got personality, and the race would be lively.

But his record is a mayor's record. The Senate is something else, even 
putting aside the question -- which, if he does run, will assuredly not be 
put aside - of whether his bearing is a senatorial one. "Senate races are 
about making a statement politically," says David Doak, a 
Washington-based Democratic consultant. "They're about philosophy 
and ideals. Mayoralties and governorships are about many things, about 
getting things done. I think a lot of people who voted for Giuliani 
because of squeegee men" -- here, let's note that Doak worked on David 
Dinkins's campaigns — "wouldn't necessarily vote for him for the United 
States Senate."

To represent philosophy and ideals, Hillary Clinton just has to stand 
there. Her platform will involve education and health care and the 
standard run of issues, but really, the less specific she gets, the better. 
And speaking of Doak, who would be the cogs of a Hillary campaign? 
Maybe Doak, doing the media, or maybe Bob Squier or maybe Bob 
Shrum or maybe Mandy Grunwald. Certainly Ickes. In all likelihood 
Susan Thomases, Hillary's best New York friend. Victor and Sarah 
Kovner. Rangel, as black liaison and as the guy (every campaign has 
one) who says the things about the other side that the candidate can't 
afford to say. Throw in Maria Echaveste, White House deputy chief of 
staff, who's from the Bronx. She's married to election lawyer Stanley 
Schlein, who, perhaps with lawyer Henry Berger, would look after the 
legal paperwork. Where Ickes goes, you may find George Arzt, 
consultant and former aide to Ed Koch. Whither Arzt, you'll find John 
LoCiccro, another old Koch hand. Bring in Dennis Rivera, for troops 
and phone banks. Throw in maybe a couple of Chuck Schumer's staff 
people, a couple from Mark Green's office -- hell, throw in everybody. 
Who'd say no?

"I'm looking very seriously at the Senate race," Lowey says. "I've been 
encouraged by a lot of people to make the race — my county chairman, 
certainly, has been supportive, as have other county chairs. I'm talking to 
friends and supporters and other people and trying to figure out if it's the 
best way for me to serve." And, she notes, "I've made it very clear that if 
Hillary Clinton decides to run, the entire state party, including me, will 
be behind her."

Who is Nita Lowey? She grew up in the Bronx, near Yankee Stadium. 
She raised her kids in Holliswood, Queens, "around the comer," as fate 
would have it, from a family by the name of Cuomo. Then she moved up 
to Westchester, to Harrison. With no electoral experience, she ran for 
Congress in 1988, against a well-financed GOP incumbent named 
Joseph DioGuardi, and she beat him. Again in a rematch in 1992. 
Whatever she's been doing for ten years, she's been doing it well enough 
by her constituents' lights that when she ran last year, she didn't even 
have a Republican opponent. It has to be said at the very least that she 
has a feel for her district, which includes parts of... the Bronx, Queens, 
and Westchester.

Surely, they all dream of getting the call. But it's only a dream, and it's 
likely to remain so. Meanwhile, off to the side sits Nila Lowey, who, 
under other circumstances, would have been regarded as a perfectly 
satisfactory, even a quality, candidate.
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But even the mere phrase "county chairman" brings the whole enterprise 
thuddingly back down to earth. County chairmen run races. Hillary 
would run a crusade. Crusades aren't necessarily more successful, but 
they sure are more fun.
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Like her unilateral declaration of support for a 
Palestinian state, which infuriated Israeli 
officials as well as many Democrats.

N.Y. SENATE RACE WOULD GIVE 
HILLARY A RUN FOR HER MONEY

She now leads polls against likely GOP rival 
Mayor Giuliani.

But once she runs, the experts note, voters 
will start looking at her actions and her issues.

By DEBORAH ORIN and ROBERT HARDT Jr.

The Hillary Dream has top New York
Democrats floating on air - but the reality of a 
Hillary Clinton Senate candidacy may not be 

as rosy.

No doubt, she would be a star candidate and 
could raise oodles of dollars.
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le have no idea that she stands for 
 !, and that could be a 

serious problem in a state where one out of 
seven voters Is Jewish," said GOP pollster
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(N.Y.), a Clinton loyalist, said he was "vexed 
and disturbed." And Giuliani, her potential 
rival, ripped her for "romanticizing Yasser 
Arafat?

year when she said it would boost peace "for 

there to be a state of Palestine ... on the 
same footing as other states.”

Mrs. Clinton stuck by her "personal" stance 
even though it Infuriated Israel and conflicts 
with her husband's policy that Palestinians 
must negotiate statehood with Israel.

Even Democratic Sen. Charles Schumer
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John McLaughlin.

On abortion, she's ardently pro-choice and 
also is a strong supporter of gay rights - but

Still, many might feel that s« 
high-profile as Mrs. Clinton

- as isstrong supporter of gun control • 
i, who stumped with Clinton for a
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iomeone as 
Clinton could be in a

better position to push women’s issues.

On most issues, Mrs. Clinton is on the liberal 

wing of her party.

She’s a stroni
Giuliani,
handgun-control measure.

"And most Jewish voters are core Democrats. 
That could mean, if she runs against a 
strongly pro-lsrael Republican like Giuliani, 
that she'd just split the Jewish vote."

those might not be big issues against Giuliani, 
who shares her views and has a track record 

in office.

“By becoming a candidate, all's fair," says 
Republican strategist Eva Campbell, who

Then there's Mrs. Clinton's failed bid to 
nationalize health care, which Sen. Daniel P. 
Moynihan (D-N.Y.) said was based on 
"fantasy" and would have devastated New 
York's prized hospitals.

But where she stands on the death penalty - 
a major hot-button issue here - is unclear. 
And she has never presented herself as 
tough on crime.

As First Lady, she's made caring about kids 
her big issue in recent years. Nobody would 
quarrel with that motherhood-and-apple-pie 
issue, and Mrs. Clinton seems to have a real 
chemistry with little kids.

But she also, presumably, shares her 
husband’s ardent opposition to any kind of 
school voucher program to give public-school 
kids a private-school alternative. And that's a 
hot issue here, especially with many Catholic 
families, and Giuliani is on the other side.

And suppose she's asked about her 
husband's attempt to line-item veto a 
measure arranged by Moynihan and former 
Sen. Al D'Amato (R-N.Y.) - a veto that would 
have zapped one state, New York, by a 
whopping $2.7 billion until the Supreme Court 
blocked it.
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But Republican strategist Rich Galen predicts 
Mrs. Clinton would have to explain her own

because you can’t impeach First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton," Galen says.
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who's exempt - because it could seem too 
nastily personal.
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actions - such as her claim that investor savvy 
and not an insider fix helped her turn $1,000 
into $100,000 on cattle futures.

"But you can certainly impeach Hillary 
Rodham, candidate.’’

"New York politics is as tough as politics get. 
Her actions were never the central issue

And because she's admired for her strength 

underfire.

A Democratic strategist says Republicans 
wouldn’t dare go after her on Clinton scandals 
like Whitewater "because most New Yorkers 
are sick of it."

figures Billy Dale - the career travel staffer 
ousted at Mrs. Clinton’s behest to make way 
for her cronies - could become a media or ad 
star In New York if the First Lady runs.

Sexgate is a dicey issue. Thanks to her 
husband’s caddish conduct, most pols in 
2000 risk being asked if they've cheated. 
Ironically, Mrs. Clinton could be the only one
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nearly all local polls show Mrs.

Pundits doubtful;
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the seat to be vacated by Demo- Speculation about a run by Mrs. 
cratic Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni- Clinton began in earnest in both

Jr., the late senator’s son; and state 
Comptroller H. Carl McCall.

Other Democrats putting a pos­
sible race for the Moynihan seat on 
hold include Public Advocate 
Mark Green and U.S. Reps. Nita M. 
Lowey and Carolyn B. Maloney.

One potential wild card is for­
mer Gov. Mario Cuomo. New York 
Post columnist Neal Thavis re­
ported this week a “quiet move” in 
state Democratic circles to draft 
the liberal Mr. Cuomo, who toyed 
with running for president on a 
number of occasions, for the 
Moynihan seat.

Meanwhile, Sen. Charles E. 
Schumer and Rep. Charles B. Ran­
gel, the principal Democratic en­
thusiasts for a run by Mrs. Clinton, 
have stoked the fires of specula­
tion, asserting that the first lady's 
silence on a candidacy means she 
has not made up her mind.

New York friends of Mrs. Clin­
ton’s say that should she decide to 
run, money would not be a prob­
lem.

But a Manhattan-based fund­
raiser for the Clintons said the first 
lady would “never” run for the 
New York seat because of the steep 
legal expenses she and her hus­
band face. It is more likely, added 
the source, that she would seek a 
Senate seat in her home state of 
Illinois. But to do that, she would 
have to challenge a fellow Demo­
crat, Sen. Richard J. Durbin, in 
2002, or wait until 2004 to run 
against Sen. Peter Fitzgerald, a 
Republican.

A poll released last week by the 
Marist Institute for Public Opinion 
found that 52.5 percent of those 
surveyed would support Mrs. Clin­
ton, compared with 42 percent for 
Mr. Giuliani. The first lady led Mr. 
D’Amato, who has been mentioned 
as a possible candidate, 57.2 per­
cent to 37.7 percent.

Said Marist polling director Lee 
Miringhoff: “Clearly, voters are re­
sponding in the abstract, but up 
against D’Amato, Hillary takes a 
large hunk of the Republican 
women, and even against Giuliani, 
there’s a big gender gap here She 
actually loses men in New York, 
but wins women overwhelmingly.”

New York's Conservative Party 
chief Mike Long sees Mrs. Clinton 
as an extremist on social issues 
who would drive votes into the Re­
publican camp

fails to convict President Clinton, (Mr.J Clinton beats the rap — and 
they start looking at her as an in­
dividual — she may have some 
problems,” he notes.

Political analysts agree that 
Mrs. Clinton would come to the 
Senate race with "a lot of baggage” 
— particularly her comment dur­
ing Middle East peace talks in May 
that she favored creation of a Pal­
estinian state. Although the White 
House tried to play it down, many 
interpreted the statement as a trial 
balloon for her husband’s policy.

Such a position could pose a 
problem for Mrs. Clinton among 
the large numbers of Jewish vote; 
in New York City.

Like the biblical parting of the 
Red Sea, possible Democratic con­
tenders have either bowed out or 
stepped aside to await a sign from 
Mrs. Clinton. Democrats who have 
decided not to make the run in­
clude Housing and Urban Devel­
opment Secretary Andrew M. 
Cuomo; lawyer Robert F. Kennedy

han next year, but political insiders Washington and New York last 
predict the first lady won’t take the month, and the first lady's office 
Plunge. has studiously avoided any com-

The political professionals har- ment — positive or negative — on 
bor doubts, despite the fact that the idea.

A New York magazine writer 
called it “It Takes a Village vs. Seal
Off the Village," a play on Mrs.

a little embarrassed by Clinton."
But the prospect of a battle be­

tween Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Giuli­
ani has political operatives in both

NEW YORK — Friends of Hil- parties salivating over what could 
lary Rodham Clinton quiver with be the most colorful Senate race of 
anticipation that she will run for the 2000 cycle.£

z
. , i mi Clinton’s'well-knownbookandMr.

pals hope she 11 run
in his city.

Clinton way out in front in match- Not since Robert F. Kennedy 
ups with two potential Republican adopted New York and ran suc- 
opponents: New York Mayor Ru- cessfully for the U.S. Senate in 
dolph W. Giuliani and Alfonse M. 1964 has so much excitement been 
D’Amato, a former three-term stirred by the possible injection of 
senator. an outsider into a state race.

“Even though she’s ahead and Mr. Garth, one of New York’s 
even though all her friends in New veteran political kingmakers, rea-vwii u.uugH um uGi hi .icw veteran puuuuai Kiiignuutcia, iu<r

CJ York want it, my feeling is she’s not sons that voters at the moment 
going to run,” says political strat- view Mrs. Clinton sympathetically

say. ‘Boy, this guy really got away 
. with it.’ And she might be the re- 

e cipient of that. I mean, everyone’s 

e
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T'm sitting here thinking about Bill Clin- 
I ton’s women, vitiich, as you know, can be 

1 a full-time job. Let Is take them in no par­

ticular order.
. , MIC WUUIU U<JVV utxiuvu w uwu up uiyy
JOhll when Ken Starrs official-looking G-men 
ivmaia came around. v . 1Brummett

=

guard at quarterback.
What she needs tod

Barbara Walters. She was simply.a wy

She will ably articulate her regret She in something a bit le&

City.

down in flames from impracticality and an sexual assault or rape.
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sh Your Boy Bill would go far, far away.
Paula Janes: She may be the mbit 

what she alleges of Clintonnrobablyhap­
pened. But her inteUedWJmllengeAfeS
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John Brsnrimett :oiwnn appears ri’ery
J i J3

But her account of a cold and vicknii 

physical attacker who casually departed the 

room by telling her to put some ice on the lip 
he'd bitten—gosh, ills hard to imagine. \r

Two things aboutherstory.Itcannot be 
proven and can never advance past its ip-

one, and on a good team you have dedicat- him a second time, and of winding up in a 
ed role players. On their team, he is the po- hotel room with him, and of finding him all 
litical performer and she is the fixer. Hav- over her and resisting. I understand why 

ing her run for the U.S. Senate from New she wouldn't have made an issue at the time Thur^iay. Saturday and Sunday

Mi
MM

Hillary Rodham Clinton: She should not 
run for the U.S. Senate from anywhere, and 

certainly not from New York.

She hates the media-really, she does­  
and New York is the media capital of the 
world, a veritable 24-hour media orgy on York is like putting your all-star offensive 
which are piled the network stars and the guard at quarterback, 

finest reporters from the most reputably What she needs to do is collect a massive carnation as unsubstantiated allegation, ■

nosy newspapers, not to mention the ratti- advance for that book of hers, after she and it, more than anything else, makes me
est tabloids, the nastiest columnists and the promises to get candid in at least one chap- wish Your Boy Bill would go far, far away
most shocking radio jocks. There’s no es- ter on the angle of the philandering hus- f__ J. v „  

cape; they hound you at midnight and then band, and affiliate with a law firm and get pi liable character ofall. Something aW
hound you at6a.m. really, really rich. what she alleges of Clintonprobablyhap-

She'd step In it up there, I tell you. Big Monica Lewinsky She will charm Amer- pened. But her inteUeCtiiilthkl lenge&re

time. Her smarts are best applied to the ica in a twohour special “20/20” presenta- so great that she can hardly get through an

practice of law, not to the art of politics. She tion Wednesday night on ABC, sitting po- interview without misinterpreting  ̂aiiQple
does not like criticism; she cannot abide a litelyforthe occasionally absurd questions question,
loss ©(control. She wants her ‘lone of pri- of Barbara Walters.
vacy,” by which she means unoccupied I ' ,...  , ......

space. There is no unoccupied space for a will make the relationship with Your Boy called a vast right-wing r ,. 
celebrity political candidate in New York Bill mildly understandable. She wont trash nt vast, and it wasn't exactly a conspiracy
City. the president She will shed an appropriate It was a campaign. It was waged by rabm

Put her on a New York City sidewalk tear. And when asked about Ken Starr, right-wing lawyers who.
amid cameras and microphones and she's she'll pause, and pause some more, and f. _

sure to attack Ibrnmy Wynette or cookie look around, and then say nothing while board game called The Politics of
bakers or offer an offhand adoration of making her utter contempt evident struction.
Arafat and the PLO. And just where did JuanitaBroaddrick Her story is the most ' „  

those billing records come from? And vexing of all-credible in part, but seem- that one of the spaces on the board call

(Jennifer Flowers: It wasn't any liyei 

and it sure wasn't love. But she was the It

The many women of Bill
Keeping up is a full-time job

and why she wouldn't have wanted to’tell 

her story in the Paula Jones case and why 
W | L she would have decided to own up ndl»

right-wing lawyers who moved this little gd 
from Lonoke County aboutthexpaces dgg

The best thing that happened to her.^ 
* * “ a#:-.

where did she get off having secret meet- ingiy outrageous in its elevation of Your Boy for a nose job. r j

ings to design a health care bill that went Bill's misbehavior from crude mashing to (Jennifer Fl

.  and it sure wasn't love. But she was the fl
unwillingness to compromise smartly’ I find personally believable her account among the Other Women to reveal hero!

Look, she and Bill are a team, a good ofmeeting Clinton and getting together with and no one can ever take that away. «
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BC-CLINTON-S CANDAL-HILLARY
Hillary giving consideration to Senate
By Steve Holland
WASHINGTON, Feb 12 (Reuters) - Now that her husband's impeachment trial is 

over, Hillary Rodham Clinton plans to give careful consideration to running 
for a New York Senate seat in 2000, her aides said on Friday.

Flattered by all the attention she has received about a possible run, 
Mrs. Clinton has done nothing to discourage speculation about what would be an 
unprecedented political event --a sitting first lady actively campaigning for 
a political seat for herself.

"Now that the trial is coming to an end she'll have a chance to put some 
thought into this,'' said her spokeswoman, Marsha Berry.

"Other people have been very interested in the speculation and have 
talked to her about it. But it's not the kind of thing that she's really been 
able to think about at this point,'' Berry said.

Berry said it was unclear how soon Mrs. Clinton would make a decision, 
adding that the first lady was simply "relieved'' that the Senate impeachment 
trial was over.

"The kind of people who have talked to her about it are people she 
respects, and I'm sure she'll give it very careful consideration,'' she said. 

Other aides sought to dampen speculation that she might announce a 
decision as early as next week.

Close aides, who asked to remain unidentified, still doubted that Mrs. 
Clinton would take the plunge -- particularly so soon after the difficult year 
she has had dealing with her husband's sex scandal and the resulting strain in 
her marriage.

But they insisted that she had not made up her mind and would want to 
talk to her husband and others about it.

"'She doesn't know what she is going to do about this,'' said one top
aide. "It's very intriguing obviously as a political possibility ...
Obviously, the first lady is more than aware that she has to let people in 
New York know one way or the other. She doesn't want to be a spoiler. If she 
chooses not to run she doesn't want to drag it out and hurt other people's 
prospects.''

The aide added: "Where it comes down I don't know. I don't think she 
knows. Now she's going to have to give it some attention and give it some 
closure.''

New York Democrats want to the first lady to take advantage of the state's 
loose residency requirement and run for the Senate seat being vacated by 
retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

Democrats fear that New York Democratic Representative Nita Lowey, who 
would like to run for the Moynihan seat, does not have the name recognition to 
defeat the expected Republican candidate, New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

Lowey is waiting to see what Mrs. Clinton does before announcing her own 
decision to run.

"Nita has said that Hillary is a friend and that they share the same 
concerns and that if she runs, she will support her,'' said Lowey's chief of 
staff, Howard Wolfson.

He said Lowey was "moving forward, meeting with New Yorkers, and doing 
what is needed to prepare for the race.'' Lowey would like to make her 
decision by April.

Timing is of prime importance because of fund raising concerns. New York 
Democrats predict it will take $12 million or more to run a successful 
campaign.

Mrs. Clinton, a 51-year-old native of the Chicago area, generated the 
speculation with frequent travels to New York, including a Feb. 3 appearance 
at a Manhattan fund raiser with her husband. There, she gave a speech in which 
she spoke easily and confidently about Clinton's budget proposals.

After she introduced her husband, the president responded with a remark 
similar to President John Kennedy's when all eyes were on his wife Jacqueline 



* * * *

★ * * ★
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* * * *

during a visit to Paris.
"It looks to me like it is highly likely that I will increasingly be 

known as the person who comes with Hillary to New York,'' Clinton said. 
The New York State Democratic Party would love her to run.
"Should the first lady decide to run we would be very excited by her 

candidacy. However, we are not counting on her running and are very confident 
that a candidate like Nita Lowey would do very well in preserving Sen.
Moynihan's legacy,1' said party spokesman Matthew Hiltzik.

He pointed to a poll by the Marist Institute for Public Opinion that 
showed Mrs. Clinton leading Giuliani 53 percent to 42 percent among registered 
voters.

■"Clearly, at first glance, this idea is intriguing to New Yorkers,'' 
said Lee Miringoff, who conducted the poll.

filed by:RB--(--) on 02/12/99 at 16:12EST
printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 02/12/99 at 17:04EST
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As Pressure Rises, First Lady
Baces Decision on Senate Bid

7T

... party.

iA recent weeks by Democrats in

,1The talk of a possible Senate
campaign has grown in part because Pomary opposition. They said she things arc in the suburbs and up-

f r .

sedation, according to a number 
ot sources. As one Democrat famil- madc,” Hope said. “But it is my very

r
to run and likely would face no

<‘.K? bf-

r
{tee 1

Staff writer Ruth Marcus and 
researcher Ben White 
contributed to this report.

1 a

■_iar with New York politics put it 
yesterday: “People who were telling 
•p^nntil a week ago that they didn't 

‘t this was going to happen now 
—ieve it’s really possible that it 
could happen."

of a suggestion from President Clin­
ton that the first lady might take the

some fool’s errand,” said Bill Lynch, 
a leading New York Democratic

Of 1 • .V A - »•

Senate there is 
energizing his

1
a

ere.
Another New York Democrat

said a Clinton candidacy would gen- amouritW money after the president 
erate “more energy across the state leaves office. Second, she would face 

 ‘ a brutal campaign—particularly if
Hope fed the speculation by saying McCarthy anti-war campaign” in her opponent were New York May- 

she thought the odds were “50-50"
that Clinton would run. Yesterday,

Another Democratic source said, 
“I think she is thinking about it and 
will take a hard look at it now.” But 
he added, “Unless she’s made a 
decision in her soul and has told no 
one, she has not decided what to 
do."

Marsha Berry, Hillary Clinton’s 
press secretary, offered no clues 
about the first lady’s leanings. “Her 
feeling has been that she’s not in a 

position to be thinking about mak­
ing a decision about a life choice like 
this while the Senate is conducting 
their business," Berry said. “1 sus­
pect at some point in the not-too-dis- 
tant future she wifi begin to give 
thought to it.”

Berry discounted reports that the 
first lady’s staff had begun to clear 
her calendar later in the year and 
noted that several foreign trips have 
been scheduled.

A senior adviser to the first lady 
said, “There are an awful lot of 
people who are clearly interested in 
having her run. But 1 am not aware 
of a single serious discussion she has 
had with anyone, outside of listening 
to people who have pleaded with her 
to do this.”

But others said she already is 
thinking about it. The chairman of 
the Democratic Senatorial Cam­
paign Committee, Sen. Robert G. 
Torricelli (N.J.), “is putting tremen­
dous pressure on her,” said one

I

jl

The Washington P<^st

; • ■ I

Tuesday in The 
Hague. In the 
United States^k 

former
Democratic Patty 
chief in New York 
says speculation 

that the first lady 
might run for '

!»
different posture toward joumalisls.

A final consideration is that she 
might not win.
• Several Democrats already hgve 
passed up the race, but Rep. Nita<M-

OoJ

1 ' By Dan Balz
IPaAifigton Post Staff Wrilcr

HOB. 1
K OUSM VMHC-ASSOCUTED MESS

surprised if this were the choice she a decision. “The question she has to answer
“I would be 100 percent for her is, do I want to put myself through 

strong impression that she has not going, but I don’t want to encourage that recycling?” one Democratic
ruled this out” some fool’s errand," said Bill Lynch, strategist said.

New York Democrats said the a leading New York Democratic Third, she has had a difficult
first lady would enjoy universal sup- strategist “I think she would be a relationship with the media since
port within the party if she decided heck of a candidate, but we have to coming to Washington and could be

do some assessments of where hurt by that unless she adopted a

Democrat knowledgeable about the 
race. “Labor folks are really pushing 
it The New York money folks are 
really pushing it She hasn’t dis­
missed it out of hand. She’s interest­
ed and is considering it and will go 
through that process.

The Clinton-for-Scnate boomlet 
has energized New York Demo­
crats. “Democrats in this state are 
more and more excited by the pros­
pect that she might run,” said former 
state Democratic chairman John 
Marino.

4 
Hillary Rodham 
Clinton 
addresses 

delegates to a 
UJl conference 
on world '* 

population

would have strong backing from
vi iv labor, women, African Americans,  

plunge. He told a fund-raising dinner Hispanics and New York City vol- reasons why Clinton might not want 

in New York last week that he might
be remembered as “the person who
comes with Hillary to New York.”

Ai-ound the same time, New York —- ------------- -- ---------------------
Democratic Party chairman Judith at any time since the Gene

1968. or Rudolph W. Giuliani (R)—that
t  But a number of Democrats said likely would resurrect issues such as 

Hope sounded more cautious. “I still the first lady had to undertake a the Whitewater land deal and her 
think it’s a long shot and would be more serious analysis before making commodities trading in Arkansas.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
will “seriously consider" whether to 
run for the Senate from New York in 
2000 once the Senate impeachment 
trial of her husband has been con­
cluded, several knowledgeable Dem­
ocrats said yesterday.

j first lady has been besieged
iii recent weeks by Democrats in 

ylN|iW' York and elsewhere who have 
* t .sUyngly encouraged her to seek the 
v k-!tt, of r—c’- T'—
H Jappih;

to run. First, she would give up the passed up the race, but Rep. Nita<M- 
opportunity to make a significant Lowey (D-N.Y) is strongly consider- 

---------- a... u------ a campaign Democrats said the 
first lady will need to make a deci­
sion soon out of deference to the 
needs of other potential candidates 

“It’s important that she make that 
decision over the next few months; 
and I mean two months, not four 
months," Marino said m

“She’s not a frivolous person," 
said one Democrat. “My sense'is 
lliat she will make the decision fairly 
quickly."

democrats Advocate for N. Y. Race; Aides Discourage Speculation

v n-14. of retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
n Jipynihan (D-N.Y.), arguing that 
■jjSbQ, would be the strongest possibly 
’jfi^ndidate the party could nominate. 
\ <r.,.Hillary Clinton's office sought to 

play down intensifying discussion 
'about a possible Senate race yester- 

and a number of Democrats 
vr.sa|d they still doubted that the first 

w'oiild jump into electoral poli- 

o. pQ». this year, despite the pressure 
<;>,s|V0is under.

But the possibility of a Clinton 
Senate campaign appears to have 
mqyctl beyond the point of mere

state.”
Others said there were several
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New York Hep. Nita Lowey, Ready to Run if the First Lady Doesn’t
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Hillary's position on a Palestinian state. Whatever.
Like she’s Mary Matalin or somebody.
Lowey’s congressional colleagues—indeed, 

Democrats everywhere—are no better. They have 
worked their collective saliva into a mighty river of 
drool. Please run, Hillary, we're beggin‘ya, please.. 
Tliey have guaranteed the first lady she won’t have a 
dollop of primary opjaisition next year. What 
about an actual home in the Apple? No problem. Rep. 
Charlie Rangel (D N.Y) says at least one good 
Democrat is offering a Park Avenue condo so the 
Arkansan who lives in Washington can establish 
residency in New York.

11 the action is taking place around her and 
/tu in spile of her. She is what they call in the 
/ W newspaper business "ILmatter." relegated 
/ W to the 12th paragraph of the main story. As 

-L JL in; "On the Democratic side. Rep. Nila 

Lowey of Westchester has said she prolxibly will run if 
Mrs. Clinton does not.”

Waiting lor Hillary, it’s calk'd.
The netwi>rk talk shows can’t get enough of la>wey, 

but all they really want to talk about is whether 
Hillary will be New York’s junior senator. Iliey treat 
L>wey like a political analyst, asking her alxait

I

Br Kevin Mekida
IT »i4i»rt|fnrn /’iKf Staff V'ritrr

If

K
■ g

TTIWWWIMM
114 IX'M •M'UWt

A holding pattern: R«»p. Nita lowey (O N.Y.), at a subcommittee hearing, says she’ll probably run for the Senate if Hillary Rodham Clinton, below, doesn't.
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Rep. Nita Lowey on Standby
LO»TA.Mw<J
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•hr‘> there."

I
>•

pmiU ai<1 they haven't heard 
niuush to nuke a jwlxment 

"It mean* nohnrly knowv who the 
lidl she is ’ exiituns Carroll

Chiirle*- Shtipar, New York's 
iivwl) distiil Denuraln senalor 
was in a Mnnlar bind when he lauan 
hrs '9ft eainiuuni Irorn a mrnlortahh 
Miat in Hie HoUMh He hod tow 
slatewirk nana mo|3>aum and a 
celebnti Denva-rati. imnurs on»‘ 
nent in Geraldine Fermru

■Aa kaie a* Nita - grit mg around 
the state, she • not hun." say* Schu 
mcr "She won t he the understudy 
anymore if Hillary decides not to 
run."

.And if Hilar, decides not to run. 
says former Rep. I*at Schroeder 
(IXoto.). who knows both women 
well. 'Hie fint person to do a 
fund raiser far Niu Lowey I jirodicl 
at this verv minute, aril lie Hillary 
CGmon.*

"Sure, there might be an unme 
diale letdown." savs Rep. Serrano 
"but then you move back to the 
mode of winning back Congress and 
k.rynng the White H.nise. and you 
build rjiTtcment all over again

1 don't know if the dlsmsss r. 
woukl be at this level if Hilary were 
ma a factor And I'm one ot those 
jasiple asking Hiilan to run Even 
though prsipie arv ignoring Niu 
right now they're still aware that

w w. ;

.And of the GinVm
jdministraiwwi loyalisl who * rtpre* 
soiled parts << Wt-suht^lrr Uninh 
Uuecns and the Bronx tor 1<» war.? 

She s the "backup" camLdale. 
*a^Rani?i4

Thanks, Charbc.
If HlUan Aren't run and if Niu 

dues, we will all rdiy arxind Nita." 
•’xphins Rep. Jerrold NsiUrr <(> 
N.Y J. *ho quukh adds. "Obvimw- 
iy. Htiun ts a more gkrnuroujk 
weltkhiun candidate Hut that < the 
nature of politics."

In other worda. Luwry is the 
community plas-huu* and Hiilan 
i Iwihm » Broacfeiy Thanks. Jem 
But hey. Lmey knows how to <o 
with the bd. Qn Uipiiol Hili the 
kihcr day. as a meeting between the 
New York delegation and Guv. 
(yforge Rataki was breaking up. 
Democratic Rep. Jose Serrano 
turned to Lowey.

•‘Hey, how come your picture is 
not on the cover ot Time?"

To which Lowry replied. 'Tm just 
the understudy “

Waiting tor Hiilan.
Not that waiting for HiHary » a 

sedentan* S**!-
I^M week, town spent 25 hours 

phoning prospect ivr donors. She 
attended a Democratic St-natorud 
Campaign Committee fundraiw-r to 
make more dtror contacts A couple 
ot weeks ago she met with pitentud 
bigmonry barkers in Uw Anjjck-s. 
She had nearly SOUH) m her 
dwigmuonal campaign rhrst as of 
the first ot the year. But tu ik-nwm-

• strale p»4icm^J strength tor a Senate 
raiv. her goal to to gel to $ 14 million

’ by June 3(1. which means racing
* nmghh $133.(11) a mwith. So far 

say Lowey eonfaUnts. that target is

Studying theJJnderstudy

Luwey . a turmer FLA president, 
guvs about her rounds in the H.iun 
with a kind of girlish energy. She is 
fil. with ’«4tr grandchildren. Ur. one 
nvrnl <tiy *he Irtt a TV studio and 
i^wnh trrtled aKiut her makeup 
Sht bumped into a young aiih- 
returning from the caMerw with .i 
roll and a dnnk. as a meal
-H that all you re having for lunch7" 
ahr admoo^ned

U lien *4x passe* her cdk-agUr*. 
in the hall* fW down in Om- lapf.oi s 
Nihwav. the* ofler new greetings 

Rep Howard Cuhk (R-NQ) 
“Snator. how areyuu ddtig7" 

Rtp Gan Atfcmnan (D-N.Yj: 
*!ky. senator"

It s a oofrguJ courtesy And it 
fads good.

Certamh. Lowey mu*: he tired of 
all the drxi-Hdlan hubhub.

‘No. not really .. If ata* runs Mie 
will hr mtijusiastKuil- supportn. tn 
New Yudten. .And if I run. I have a 
Mild record of akvompL'hmcnt."

Hu! M. tar there b nu much uB 
dfmut who Lowey is. >hv has bvn a 
champmu of mtTftwn! hmding Ur 
breast cancer research (her mother 
dk-d trum the di*ea.*> in 19t?lJ. 
h Might hr it Higher drunk-drMne 
laws, is a formtr chair ot the C< mgrrs 
«*ma! Caucus for Women s Issues 
•md pf-nups the must prominent 
Jairtkm rights advocate in congress 

Sir straddles the ground hrtwrr 
tr^itiuui Demacratii hlrralwn and 
tnuti centnst puhtu.-.. leaning left 
na »st i if the time She did support ti> 
Clinton adnunMratM ii * wvtarr re­
form nian me hacked NAFTA, ew 
tixmgt much hall ot tier pUdiral 
actwr. cumnuliCT* duBilfoaa were 
trom Ubt < imefesis. Dunng thr 1*M 
dug davs of the acmrrjstrarjun. Low 
ey was a regular TV ifeimrit- nt thi 
ChnUMSb. who ■AtTr tfrtUng pUsierei 
over Whitewater and th hcalu. care 
retonr. draper

.And now Mir can l get heard at a£

•■mg met
lhen there is the matter of mo\ - 

ing aruund the Mate and building 
■mppurt among DaiKuTaiii conslit- 
umortk Just m case Last wet k. she 
«kfn-wed a Democratic dub m 
MantutUa The previous week she 
attended > dinner at black and 
Hispanic state icgislaiurs ui .Albany.

to AH-CIO poiitical dirertnrs 
in Muni Beach and keynoted a 
luniiMiwi DrnMM.Tatic activists in 
Buttakk. Last month mic trekked to 
Syracuise and Newburgh and has 
upcoming !nps to Watertown, Roch- 
i-stcr and other areas of th-’ state.

Tm doing what I have to do »o 
perparr." dr wyv

When Lowey came to visit the 
first Lub' it the White House resi­
dence last week, a meeting she 
avked for. the two greeted each 
other with kisses. "We’ve always 
had a w warm rebticHtship." says 
Liwi-y. whose office photo coilagf* 
<li*|iU\s four pictures of her and 
Mrs. Clinton together. "Sitting 
around the table talking to Hillary 
Clinton ah mt an issue is like talking 
to a friend."

Hcrpt this ma ting was not 
.ibout jMjNit •<h4««l construrtion or 
an? number <»f <>lh«-r issues they 
both care atamL lliis was about 
brass political cakuhtMms. Harvid 
Ickes, who ® advising Clinton in her 
rxpkiratiun. was there. And he is 
advising her to lake her time. Or

kikr and cnoiot* were M-rwd. 
Ilw first lady thanked Lowry for her 
gr.Ki< nrress. •wd she had been 
ipl'-ndid tn her mareTous TV ap 
pcarances. Shi asked Lowey about 
the twerrns of pr-up*e in her dts, 
tnrt- Ixmey updated her •« how she 
was ;<epanng kx a Senate cam­
paign. should the first lady out. 
Ihc first lady made it dear she was

f ▼

- s
n1

Ifr. »<

.
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carcfuilv the puwibifily of a Senate 
race to New Yak."

Bu: w ben wffl she decide?
The short answer no time won. 

Lowey'a people say they an not 
expectini; the first lady's deiison 
before June. The problem is lhat 
Lowry has publicly said she will 
make a deciviai herself in early 
spring. And yet she is emphatic that 
there are no cireumsianccs under 
which she will ran if Hillary runs. 

"So well have to be in touch and 
hopefully our schedules will coin 
ride." savs Lowey.

What if they don't? 
"I think it s too early to tare that 1 

rosew-t her decisioomafong pro 
cew I think she needs the umc. It * a 
may r derision in her He."

She is being so generous. But it s 
certainly an awkward process

Tarn day that goes by. HiDarv 
Omton is making it harder for any 
otlier Iken*«Tii to raise niuney " 
says Maumr Cam fl. fhrreue of the 
poliing sstitute at Conncvticut s 
Quinnipiac CoUcge. which ha> issti 
conducting early suneys «t the 
race, if it guvs on and on. that 
cheapens the numinatiun. h diwsn t 
mean the next person can't win. hut 
it makes tiiat person look tike sec 
ond choice, damaged goods "

If that next person b Lowey. she 
has a huge hiB to dimb Recent 
pifling by Carroll’s institute show* 
that only U percent d voters said 
they were very likely or wimewh.it 
Hkely to vote for Lowey if she were 
the Democrats' Senate candidate; 63

‘ T7T'7

J
-A

pursuing the race seriously, but 
encouraged Lowey to move forward 
with her own amiderariona. Am! w. 

on. Tnev chatted for an biur and 13 
minutes. The number one priontv. 
they both agreed, was ensuring that 
Democrats keep the wrat Pai Moym 
han is vacating Thev agreed to talk 
again soon.

1 have great nwpert and afkxtion 
fur cixigresswomaii Niu Lowry ami 
have worked with her over tile 
years.’ says the first lady througfi 
her spokeswixnan Marsha Bern. 
The s a leader ixi iwans aftvting 
tamikes.. such as eduralnai. I hive 
been in her district and know how 
we8 -he has represented her constit­
uents. I appreciate gn ady her un­
derstanding uf my Hirsi to considcT

The is «*>incthing Rep. Rsk la.™i 
tmdcruands lazio iR N.Y.l is hi a 
•anular prediranxiit. Hi is consttk r 
ir.g running for Ur Republioui Sni 
ate nomination, but all the media 
buzz i* about how it's New York 
Mayie Ruily Giuliani* to lone II hr 
wanGit. Eorvorw iupsl* a dulfani 
Clinton nnlchup That's die hype. V 
if in other prospects matter

■Actually. if* leM irustral inc 'hir 
man* nught imagine." says Lazio 
"Bring out of the bncht fight* giwi 
you tht freedom and nna- to mow 
•insind and ask qu.-*luo* awl lisim 
U pnifili. and nut Irri Ur md to 
pw kneewk anmvm. You haw 
time to think through iwirw"

Which is exactly what Lown is 
trying to do. .

To get to Cungrcw in tbufirM 
pfow. •he hail to dek-.il tw.Werru 
im-umls-nt Ri-puhlicun Rep. Jrorph 
DiuGuanli in 1‘WL He ret-rrikl to 
her w "llrila Ahzug widMttthe 
hat." She know* w.meihing a^ r. 
long odd*.

"No one thought I had a prpytr." 
lawny recalls.

She acknowledg''* that Us- kut" 
Hillary Clnitui waits, the uaighhr.ttv 
nud ahead. “Sure, sure." toys Low *. 
"But I tcel confident if Mrs. Uiiii r. 
di.-a11 run. she will do wr-.itisgione 
ran to hefii nr in any way."

«-nORnr A MfSM -I* ' to
Across the Aisle. Lowry with, from l*h. New Yori Republican Reps. Rick Lazio, John Sweeney »ntf Sherwood Boehlert.
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MOB SCENE: First lady Hillary Roti ham Clinton's 
two-day trip to New York beginning Wednesday is at­
tracting unprecedented attention in light of spec­
ulation she might run for a Senate seat from New York 
in 2000. A $150-a-piate luncheon is sold out, and for the 
first time, there's a waiting list with at least 300 names, 
said Democratic Natloniil Committee spokeswoman 
Melissa Bonney Ratcliff.
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Change of Scenery 
Just Up the Coast

Democrats were buzzing 
yesterday about what PRESI­
DENT Clinton said about 
one coast during a dinner 
party on the other.

The dinner, on Friday, was 
given by ELI broad, the bil­
lionaire chairman of Sun 
America, the Los Angeles in­
surer. Some Democrats 
quoted the President as say­
ing he expects to live in New 
York after he leaves the 
White House, whether or not 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
runs for the Senate. 

"We had some chitchat 
that went. ‘For 22 years she’s 
lived where I wanted to live, 
and now I owe it to her, so if 
she wanted to live in New 
York or run for the Senate, 
fd do it,’ ” said another 
Democrat who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. “It 
was all very vague. He clear­
ly indicated that he doesn't 
know what she wants to do 
and that she hasn’t made up 
her mind.”
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She Has to Learn: 
No Bleacher Bums 
in the Bronx Zoo
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First Lady plays second fiddle
on school arts funding: Rudy

ing a report tomorrow ex­
tolling the virtues of arts

programs in each 
district for the first

"I
city’s] Project 
is the leading

thing I announced in my
State of the City speech
two years ago.”

First Family cuts short ski trip
Hut the switch in plans was so hasty

mayoral aide, puza 
that Mrs. Clinton had

aped
The Hillary's numbers

Pl.ll.ll J I’hok .a’-i Marr
New York tomorrow and Thursday.lay.
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that White House aides scrambled un­
successfully for a plane to bring reporters 
back to Washington with Clinton. The 
press charter won’t leave until today.

Clinton surfaced briefly in Park City, 
Utah, where he tried to buy $62 66 worth 
of books with a just-expired American 
Express card and then paid cash.

As Clinton returns to Washington, he 
faces more questions about why he has 
refused to personally answer Juanita 
Broaddrick’s explosive charge that he 
raped her in 1978.

The president goes to a Newark fund

JI

WHAT A CARD: President Clinton shows off a birthday card given to him for daughter Chelsea on the street in 
Park City. Utah yesterday. Reuter

woman of the President’s 
Committee on the Arts 
and the Humanities, 
which Brademus chairs

The committee is releas-

B
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By DEBORAH ORIN 
Washington Bureau Chief

President Clinton and wife Hillary yes­
terday abruptly cut short their Utah ski 
vacation with daughter Chelsea a day 
early — but White House aides insist 
there's nothing amiss

"It's just because they realized they 
both have a very heavy schedule this 
week and next week and wanted to get 
back.” said White House deputy press 
secretary Amy Weiss.

“Chelsea was always going back to col-

education — which is 
what Giuliani said he’s 
been doing since 1997.

The mayor may run for 
the same Senate seat Mrs. 
Clinton is eyeing.

assume she's en­
dorsing (the city's] Project 
Arts, which is the leading 
program in the country for 
restoring arts education 
in the schisils," Giuliani 
told reporters. "It's some-

!
if

By DAVID SEIFMAN 
and DEBORAH ORIN

First Lady Hillary Clin­
ton visits a Queens public 
school tomorrow to high­
light her support of arts 
education — but Mayor 
Giuliani said his adminis­
tration has beaten her to 
the punch.

During a stop at IS 25 in 
Flushing, Mrs. Clinton 
will join NBC-TV anchor 
Jane Pauley and NYU 
president emeritus John 
Brademus to single out 
School District 25 for its 
model arts curriculum.

The First Lady, who's 
weighing a run for the 
U.S, Senate here next 
year, is honorary chair-

■ ,.!s ”

M
1

■ • gainer JorJien. Robert Torricelli (D-N.J1 - . . _ ,
they dKideiTfo gl). Foo. tomorrow Mrs. ( (taUm; MHbrtfntial 2000 'flO- / Dfafc I

I 19th birthda-- mLLv-j?*-----------m^ruTLa-..
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“Either there's political 
naivete or political genius 
at work here.” said one 

mzzled
. .... .......... ................ ........I ze­
roed in on an issue where 
“everyone agrees Giuliani 
deserves credit.”

Mrs. Clinton’s speech at 
the DNC Womens Lead­
ership Forum is a sellout 
at $150 a head — and the 
Democrats say they al­
ready have a 300-person 
waiting list.

II. 
li

Giuliani earmarked $25 
million for arts education 
when he ran for re-elec­
tion in 1997. The alloca­
tion has grown to $75 mil­
lion this year, providing 
enough funds for art and 
music
school 
time since the fiscal crisis 
of the 1970s.

An aide to the First 
Lady said her visit to New 
York, which includes a 
speech before the Wom­
en’s Leadership Forum of 
the Democratic National 
Committee, isn’t intended 
to score political points 
against the mayor.

“She's not taking credit 
tor anything,” the aide 
said. “She's highlighting

*'■

■Tn

.. ;• 
.. ■

model districts.”
But Giuliani noted that 

none of the money being 
spent here on arts classes 
comes from Washington.

“Maybe the First Lady 
will come with a check 
from the federal govern­
ment and they'll contrib­
ute something so we can 
continue to enhance arts 
education in the schools." 
he said.

In an odd bit of timing, 
Mrs. Clinton and Giuliani 
will lie trading places to­
morrow. While she’s in 
New York, he’ll be in 
Washington testifying be­
fore the House Committee 
on Government Reform 
and Oversight.

Representing the city 
will be Deputy Mayor 
Ninfa Segarra, who’s cer­
tain to point out the may­
or’s nile in restoring arts 
programs

r *•

1
i
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Hillary’s Numbers Head South
H
standing unflappably by her man, the Newsweek and your ratings drop, some-

equally sudden drop is chronicled in the 
Eox News polling since the November out Liddy Dole. In a general election.

CandMate

woman pres-

I

im-,., to

7 'H I

IIL 'l
L

s.

^5

-is’:*:

Vote Share of Potential 
Republican Candidates

Vote Share of Potential 
Democratic Candidates

DICK
MORRIS

the more her popularity fades.
Her sudden rise in voter approval and

doesn’t even muster a majority of the 
vote against a very weak field.

(lore needs to come out from Clinton’s 
shadow In that shade no candidacy can 
grow. While t he president’s job-approval 
is flourishing, his personal popularity 
continues to fall (this week it dropped to 
a new low of 40 percent).

Of course (lore can’t dump on Clinton,

running for the a good place to be in the Republican power? Gore’s father was a senator as, 
eople to the idea field. With her sterling record at the of course, was kiddy’s husband. Bush's 

of her separate political career, it has di- Red Cross, she could wi
minished the very popularity which Dole could well be the first

1L1.ARY for Senate? It’s a lot less 
likely after a Feb. 26 Fox News/ 
Opinion Dynamics poll showing 
that her national favorability has 

dropped from 63 percent to 53 percent 
since speculation about her candidacy 
began. The cruel irony is that while 
America loves Hillary as First Lady,

Unfavorable
39%

32

33

31

34

39

made the concept of Senator Clinton at- ide nt. 
tractive in the first place. This shows C

runs- 

uuuwy

Al Gore__________ 35% •

Bill Bradley 18

John Kerry_______ 11

Jessie Jackson 10

George W. Bush 32%

Elizabeth Dole

Steve Forbes

Dan Quayle

Rudy Guiliani 

Lamar Alexander

Gary Bauer

H

Cross, she could win. Elizabeth dad was president and his grandfather 
was a senator. Can't we have a presi- 

 dent who made it on his own like Clin-
On the Democratic side. Gore is clearly ton, Re;wan and Carter did? We need s

Ilf

Favorable
54%

60

63

59

53

Vote Among Vote Among 
M Americans Repub’ns

- s 47%

23____

_7____

6____

_3____

2
1

closer she gets to an actual candidacy, of Vice President Al Gore by 51-36, she’s turning to his original theme of the 
closing in on Texas Gov. George W.
Bush.

5 ;

6

4 ’

1

Mil

thing is wrong.
Hillary would make a wonderful sena­

tor. She is a lifelong advocate for women 
and children and is happiest in that 
role. But she should launch her candi­
dacy only after she has put some dis­
tance between herself and her hus­
band's administration. Her best bet is to 
run in Illinois, where she grew up, in 
2004 against the highly vulnerable, 
newly elected, right-wing Sen. Peter 
Fitzgerald.

The Fox News Pol) shows the growing

- Jr W

Clinton.
In 1968, Nixon harnessed each day's 

crime headlines to make law and order 
the basis of his national agenda. In 
2000, Gore must use the fires in Florida, 
the mudslides in California, the floods 
in Texas, and the droughts in the Mid­
west to show Americans the pressing 
necessity of action in the face of global 
warming. Global climate is changing. If 
the consequences of this shift are as dire 
as predicted, the environment will be­
come the issue of the next decade. With 
the millennium, voters are in a mood to 
think in planetary terms and Gore could 
be just the man to make the issue work. 

Is it not a sad commentary on our poli­
tics that the three main contenders are 
only able to run because they rode their 

would run to the right of Bush — always father's or husband’s reputation into

„ ’ en"
vironment and global climate changes. 

 Recent weird weather throughout the
It would be a serious blunder to count world makes his gloomy predictions 

Z_l_. 1..  „ ' 11 , seem more appropriate than they have
election (see table). her candidacy would appeal to women ever been. By ^talking about his old pas-

As impeachment gathered momentum, and close the gender gap on which Dem- I
awe i '  ' 
moved her popularity to heights it had
not seen since she first burst on our na­
tional consciousness. Just as Jackie
Kennedy’s dignity and poise after her
husband’s assassination moved the na­
tion, Hillary’s calm, self-possessed bear­
ing during what must have been weeks
of excruciating embarrassment im­
pressed us all. Her favorability rating
moved from 54 percent on Nov. 13 to a
high of 63 percent on Jan. 29.

But as talk of her Senate candidacy
has increased, she has come across as
just another politician. The very discus­
sion alsiut her using her popularity to
get elected has taken the sheen off her
image and sent her ratings back down
to earth. In the past four weeks, she has
skidded 10 points back to her more typi­
cal favorability rating of 53 percent.

While the talk of her i 1 o
Senate has acclimated people to the idea field
of her separate political career, it has di- Red

Date 
Nov. 13 

Dec. 18

Jan. 18 

Jan. 29

Feb. 13 
Feb' 26

<if ,Upr| unage.iWibj|e thu.«rWl<..Tbe teAwf enUrariMm for.fetal

Candidate Vote Among Vote Among 

All Americans Democrats 

48% 

14_____

9 

13______

popularity of another political wife —
Elizabet h Dole. She not only runs ahead but he should distinguish himself by re-

t o  D n_1 . sion. he will develop a welcome anima-
at Hillary’s grace under pressure ocrats depend. In the GOP primary, she tion and remind voters of his life before

SI?

1
1
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HEADLINE: Fev First Lady's Have Sought Office

DATELINE: WAS! Il ?TON

The politic il lineage of presidents runs deeper with sons.

• I

LANGUAGE: ENG' 1

LOAD-DATE: Hard !J2, 1999

In the 192' s there were calls to draft President Warren Harding's widow, 
Florence, for governor of Ohio and President Woodrow Wilson's widow, Edith, for 
vice president .

It's differert with Mrs. Clinton, who is considering a bid for the Senate 
seat being vacat ?d by Daniel Patrick Moynihan, he says. Mrs. Clinton is spending 
two days in Nc ■; York City on Wednesday and Thursday, perhaps to test her 
chances.

These four first ladies urged to run after they left the white House declined 
the overtures.

BODY:
Hillary R di.am Clinton is the fifth presidential wife mentioned as a 

candidate for political office, but if she makes a bid for the Senate she'll be 
the only firs lady to actually run.

BYLINE: DEB RE TIANN
AP-First-Lady Pc liticians ,0586

Some Democrats wanted Eleanor Roosevelt to be the party's vice presidential 
nominee in 19 8. In 1976, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, then a book editor in 
New York, briefly flirted with running for a Senate seat.

t •

political fig re 
representing i c 
sensibilities.''

After she eft the White House, Mrs. Roosevelt, revered for her work on 
social issues v rs appointed U.S. delegate to the newly formed United Nations. 
Then in 1948, d squelched an attempt to draft her as Harry Truman's running 
mate, preferr ng stay at the United Nations and continue her role as a 
Democratic Pai:". Ider.

Sons of seveial presidents went on to be congressmen, senators even 
presidents themselves. On the state level, President Bush's son George w. Bush 
is governor of 1-xas and is considering a bid for the GOP presidential 
nomination in 2(00. Another son, Jeb, is governor of Florida.

Former New ft rk Mayor Ed Koch says ''Run.'' Former New York congresswoman 
Geraldine Feria:o advises Mrs. Clinton to wait, run later for a Senate seat from 
Illinois and then be the Democrats' presidential candidate in 2008. Former New 
York Gov. Mario Cuomo wants to see her run, but also suggests she could duck 
elective offi - -id still be a political force. ''Be Eleanor Roosevelt,’’ he 
advised.

The difference with Hillary is that she is recognized and respected as a 
in her own right,'' Anthony said. ''She would not be there 
husband. She would be there representing her own political

'•I believe there were attempts to draft those women by considering them Mrs. 
Warren Harding r Mrs. Woodrow Wilson. I think they were being drafted as a 
bridge to the tusbands • memory, a symbol of their husbands' legacy, ' ' said 
Carl Sferrazz ! ithony, a historian of first ladies.

Mrs. Roosevelt and Mrs. Clinton were born in different centuries, yet have 
much in common, says Myra Gutin, a historian of first ladies at Rider University 
in New Jersey. ''Both are politically minded. Both are widely respected, but 
also greatly criticized,'* Ms. Gutin said.

•'Be Eleanor Roosevelt,

Mrs. Clinton, the only first lady to chair a presidential commission, was 
criticized for the secrecy in which her Task Force on Health Reform operated. 
Mrs. Roosevel- v u, the only first lady to hold a government position in her 
husband's administration. She resigned as assistant director of civilian defense 
after coming uncier fire.

So far, Mrs. Clinton has said little about the 
She says only tl at she's giving it •' 
of political iv ce.

Draft Hillary'' campaign, 
careful thought,'' yet she's getting plenty



k Monday, March 1, 1999 Al9The Washington Post

Me^ Greenfield

The First Qualification

It's no longer

whether candidates

are fit to hold office.

It’s their ability to

raise money.

That’s l>een around forever. I mean 
the oihspilUike seeping out o( the 
money mania until it reaches a dimen 
sion that engulfs all else, renders al! 
else secondary—a kind of busted 
tanker or Torrey Canyon effect

practice made a total hash of it And 
then, as if that weren’t enough, they 
began working earnestly to figure out 
ways to game their own handiwork, 
to take advantage of the defective 
system they had created and, as 
needed, to add a few more defects 
that amid be exploited year by year.

The system never was pretty. But 
it has become a lot less so in recent 
years. You almost never hear of a 
candidate's being selected because of 
positions anymore. Descriptions of 
the prospective president’s or sena­
tor's or representative’s or governor’s 
leanings, ideas and record tend to be 
sketchy and vague. The candidate is 
“a moderate." The candidate is a 
devotee of the “middle way." But 
these are definitions that leave out 
every thing of substance, in the hope 
of producing an irresistible, one-size- 
fits-all candidacy. And in addition to 
the candidate’s ability to raise money, 
you hear a great deal about what the 
candidate's polls show.

With luck you will have got your­
self a prodigious fund-provider (ei­
ther the candidate's own money or 
that of lavish contributors) and a sure 
winner. The rest will take care of 

There are a lot of explanations for 
this. Defenders of the “reformed" 
fund-raising order, created in the 
aftermath of Watergate, will point 
out, in the amrse of arguing, how 
shamelessly crooked things were in 
the old days. This is true, and it is also 
true that a few- things are cleaner 
now. But by and large, the party 
functionaries and legislators who un­
dertook the revisions of fund-raising 

itself. Because these two indispens­
able qualities come most reliably with 
celebrities and very, very rich people, 
you will likely end up with more of 
l>oth as officeholders, as is already 
happening.

I don't have anything against very, 
very rich people or celebrities, but 1 
do have something against the way 
they are being routinely used by both 
Republicans and Democrats to rig 
our politics. .And the same goes for 
what is inniMvotly known as “spin.' 
The reason it is felt necessary to raise 
so much political money a couple of 
years frefore an election or conven­
tion or primary is that this much time 
Is required to buy the professional 
spin and let tire spinners do their 
work and let their fabricated message 
sink in. It takes this much time to 
achieve the pa.rroting outcome—in 
which millions of people an* suddenly 
saying more or less the same thing at 
the same time and honestly believing 
it to be an original thought of their 
own. A new reality will have been 
created. It will be almost impossible 
to break through or challenge as to 
facts, or even to work around.

Now these, 1 admit with embar­

It has become standard campaign 
practice. If you’re in a position to do 
it, you do.

Shortly thereafter came the burst 
of euphoria about Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s chances, if she decides to 
run, in the coming New York Senate 
campaign, her potential for scaring 
off and/or wiping out any primary 
competition and of prevailing against 
Mayor Giuliani in the general election 
as well. Like Vice President Gore, the 
first Lady has both some big liabilities 
and some formidable assets as a 
candidate. But whenever 1 have heard 
either of their candidacies being dis­
cussed in recent weeks, neither their 
potential strengths nor weaknesses as 
holders of the offices they may run for 
has been the primary consideration. 
Such concerns come in alxnrt fifth. 
The first qualification cited is their 
awesome ability to raise money. It 
would render Mrs. Clinton's candida­
cy invincible in a face-off with other 
contenders, one is told, and ditto Vice 
President Gore.

This is something refatively new in 
its extremity. I don’t mean that cam­
paign concern to the point of obses-

When Vice President Al Gore
moved to make his year-2000 candi­
dacy for the White House official
some weeks ago, a question arose
among a group of friends having
dinner one night as tn why he had
chosen to announce so early. Easy,
replied the political wise heads pre­
sent; he needed to comer the money.
I noted that the verb was “to comer,"
not “to raise.” Didn’t Gore already
have a huge financial advantage over
any prospective competitors? The
sum tlieoretirally required for a credi­
ble presidential primary' campaign
has risen from roughlv $20 million to
$22.5 million since 1995-96. Gore is
said already to be amassing $35
million, and maybe $15 million more.
/And tliat’s not even counting the
presumed benefits of millions more in
“soft money” to come. What does he
need so much for?

Nothing, comes the immediate re­
ply. He needs only to trap the money,
to commandeer it, to get it and thus
keep it out of the hands of anyone else
who fancies running against him in
the primaries. He needs to starve
them out. And don't go getting all
indignant about the tactic, one is told. sion with raising money is new.

rassment, are pretty paranoid 
thoughts. But I do think we have let 
ourselves get boxed into a political 
order that does less and less for 
people, that rewards the greediest 
and pettiest of the politicians’ in­
stincts and invariably seeks to jmn- 
ish the ones w ho try* to take an 
independent stand or think for them­
selves or otherwise fight back. The 
obscene amounts of campaign funds 
sloshing through the nation's politi­
cal arteries have not seemed to 
trouble people very much. Wliat do 
those that provided the funds want? 
What did they get, and who gave it to 
them? How much of these transac­
tions was camouflaged? More para­
noia, I suppose.

But if there are good answers to 
the questions, shouldn’t we have 
them? The only question that doesn't 
need answering, as far as I can see, is 
this: What does the candidate intend 
to do if elected with the help of all 
this money? That’s easy—on Day 
One of the new term, start raising 
more money for the next campaign. 

©1999, Newtek Inc 
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including Democratic activists Harold 
Ickes and Susan Thomases, are moving 
fast to assess her chances.

What gives her particular pause is the 
likelihood that any campaign would lx1 all 
about her. not the issues, and would he 
nasty, bnitish. and long. For a woman 
reeling from the Year of Monica, il could 
lx* a very unpleasant way to speml her re­
maining 23 months as first lady. ■

t first, il looked like a no-brainer. 
I'he fabulously popular first lady 
would parachute into the New York 
Senate race, lx* handed the nomina­

tion. ami roll to victory in November 
2000—thus winning a new |x*rrh from 
which to promote her causes ami cstah- 
lishing a political identity all her own.

Not so fast. Hillary Rodham Clinton’s 
New York friends arc telling her privately 

Nw

asks a friend. “Only she can dix-id<* that.”
Then t here are I he more orl hodox ques­

tions. Clinton could face hostility from 
some Jewish voters for sup|xuling the 
eventual creation of an independent Pal­
estinian state. Fricmls admit she isn’t fa­
miliar with what one calls “Ihe issue land­
scape of New York.” such as criine- 
fighling in New York City (a favorite 
theme of Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who 
could emerge as her leading Republican 
opjxment). Ami Republicans arc already 
labeling her a carpetbagger. “She has no 
business thinking that she can come here 
and represent the people of New York,” 
says Robert Davis, chairman of the Eric 
County Republican Party.

Bills to pay. More fundamentally, Clin­
ton wonders whether she would enjoy the 
often confining and tedious life of a sena­
tor, ami whether she would have even a 
imxlicum of privacy. She also worries that 
Senate rules would limit her earning pow­
er to help pay the family's steep legal bills. 

Tile pluses: Clintons allies say she 
could build on strong supjxirl from wom­
en and blacks, and expand her base to in­
clude most suburban swing voters. Today, 
she leads Giuliani by about tn percentage 
points in hypothetical matchups and 
could raise millions of dollars in short or­
der. What's more, it would lx* a snap to es­
tablish resiliency in New York: Renting an 
apartment by Election Day would do.

Clinton's statement last w<*ck that she 
woulil make up her mind by year's end 
was desigmxl to ease growing pressure to 
gel her into the race. Confidants say she 

that the situation is a lot messier than il actually plans to announce her decision 
appeared a few weeks ago, when party ar- much sooner, probably by the eml of
tivists began urging her to run for the scat April. And a handful of New York pals, 
being vacated by retiring Democrat Dan
icl Patrick Moynihan. “It wouldn’t be a
shoo-in. by any means,” one of her infor­
mal advisers tells (J.S. News.

For one thing, her enemies would try to
revive her image as a polarizing figure and
emphasize painful controversies from the
past, including her husband's affairs, her
long-ago investments in Arkansas, and
her role in the failed health-care overhaul
early in the Clinton administration. "Dix-s
she want to go through that trial by fire?”

thority or to the electorate.” Critics also 
say s|x*cial prosecutors have a dangerous 
lack of perspective. “When you give a 
person an unlimited budget ami lime 
and only one case, they can't weigh 
competing resources to determine what 
is important." Cole says. “They can’t 
judge il by other cases. Their universe is 
that case.”

That ’s the way subjects of such investi­
gations feel. For nearly a decade, Debo­
rah Gore Dean was enmeshed in the na­
tion’s longest-running independent 
counsel investigation. Dean was one of 
several subjects of a probe into whether 
Ronald Reagan s housing secretary, Sam­
uel Pierce Jr., steered contracts to <;np in­
siders. Dean, his assistant, appealed her 
conviction of various offenses but is still 
fearful of prosecutors' power. "An indc- 
|x<ndenl counsel can do anything,” she 
says. ‘"Their |xnvcr of investigation and 
money are limitless. If you have 40 attor­
neys. they’ll gel do.”

Yet many back it. Despite its flaws, many 
Americans appear to favor the law: 01 
perrcnl in a recent /.osdngr/cs Times sur­
vey. for example, said the measure should 
lx* rrncw«*d.

Defenders of the law say prosecutors 
ne<*d that kind of firepower to go after 
high government officials. John Barrett, a 
professor at St. John’s University in New 
York who worked on the Iran-Contra 
prolx*, says the indqjcndent counsel stat­
ute should be reformed-not scrapped. 
Investigations of |xiwcrful government 
officials arc, by their very nature, "compli- 
catcil. divisive, and jxililicizcd In- outsid­
ers,” he notes, and would be even if the 
Justice Department conducted them.

One reform supported by some legal 
experts is a provision allowing the attor­
ney general to ap|xiint an outside prose­
cutor if the president, vice president, or 
attorney general wen* the subject of an in­
vestigation. Another pnqxtsal is to have 
the Justice llepartment conduct investi­
gations of cabinet memlx'rs, unless the 
individual in question had close ties to 
the president.

Samuel Dash, who was chief counsel 
for the Senate Whitewater Committee 
and who quit in protest as Stair’s ethics 
adviser, favors keeping the law alive but 
eliminating the final report and changing 
the law to, among other things, make it 
tougher for counsels to expand their 
prolx’s. In a recent JVett' York- Times op-cd 
pin e. Dash predicted that even if the law 
dies. Congress will revive it sometime 
down the road. The reason: Without the 
law. Dash says, it would lie impossible to 
investigate the president or all his men— 
and women. ■
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Becoming Sen. Clinton 
is harder than it looks
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Signs Point To Late Decision 
By Hillary In N.Y. Race
■ Sen. Ch,\rles Schumer, D-N.Y., 
late last week said that First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton could take 
until June to make up her mind 
about running for the Senate from 
New York. And former Sen. Al- 
fonse D’Amato, R-N.Y., whom 
Schumer defeated last fall, sug­
gested that if Clinton is set to run, 
she could announce as late as Sep­
tember, Newsday reported.

All of which points to a decision 
later, rather than sooner, for the 
first lady — who has been at the 
center of a speculative political 
swirl over the 2000 race for the 
New York seat being vacated by De­
mocratic Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan.

Schumer’s newfound advice 
that Clinton weigh her decision 
carefully contrasts with his earlier 
call that she make a quick decision. 
Schumer — who was among sev­
eral New York politicians whom the 

first lady invited last week to the 
White House for consultation — 
said afterward that Clinton did not 
appear close to a decision.

While Schumer acknowledged 
that he had initially called on Clin­
ton to decide by spring, he said last 
Thursday: “Spring could mean 

’•‘apwT: 'Cjai'*'"
’’ 1 ■V-

[waiting] till June 20. It’s not pro­
ductive to put a time frame on it.”

And D’Amato said the longer 
Clinton delays her decision, the 
more likely it is that she will run.

“If she’s going to run, she can 
wait until September,” D’Amato 
said. “Money is not a problem for 
her, bringing the entire party appa­
ratus behind her is no problem. 
And she doesn't encounter the 
withering kind of inspection and 
questions that would take place as 
soon as she announces by the me­
dia." f
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0 Senate bid, was invited by the city school district to 
Clinton on Wednesday morning, but he will not be there. 
: will be in Washington to testify to the House Government 
iht Committee on reinventing government, a spokeswoman said.
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elissa Bonney

With Mrs. ton scheduled to appear at Wednesday's $150-per-plate luncheon
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New York’s Palestinian State
By JAMES DAO

H F ’

I ■d

t-.'J

2’^
L

<-

I
Associated Press

Hillary Rodham Clinton and Suha Arafat, wife of Yasir Arafat, in Gaza last year.
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N a sign that she is serious about becom­
ing a candidate, Mrs. Clinton has been 
trying to repair any damage from her 
remarks. Meeting with rabbis last week 

in Washington, she said she supported both
the peace process and a Palestinian state. 
"They are not mutually exclusive of one 
another,” her spokeswoman, Marsha Berry,

recognized each other’s legitimacy in 1993, 
a growing number of Jews in America and 
Israel have come to accept that some sort of 
Palestinian state will be the likely outcome 
of a negotiated peace process.

Several polls of American Jews conduct­
ed over the past three years support that 
notion. A 1998 poll commissioned by the 
Middle East Quarterly found that 64 percent 
of American Jews supported the statement, 
“The Palestinians should have their own 
country.”

But even if most American Jews believe a 
Palestinian state is desirable, or inevitable. 
Mrs. Clinton’s statement could still cause 
her grief in a New York campaign. Many 
Jews were troubled not so much by the 
wording of Mrs. Clinton’s remarks as by 
their timing. From Washington, she spoke 
up in the middle of sensitive peace talks 
between Israel and Palestinians To many, 
weighing in at that moment seemed a crass 
attempt to push rhe talks toward a conclu­
sion favoring the Palestinians.

"Many Jews viewed her statement as 
supporting a unilateral declaration of state­
hood by the Palestinians, or at least grant­
ing Arafat a license to do it,” said Abraham 
Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defa­
mation League of B’nai B’rith, referring to 
Yasir Arafat, the Palestinian leader.

But Mr. Foxman also acknowledged that 
“the overwhelming number of Jews would 
be supportive” of a Palestinian state if it 
were the result of a negotiated settlement. 
“It’s Israel’s peace,” he said.

F supporting a Palestinian state is no 
longer the third rail of Jewish-Ameri- 
can politics, what might Mr. Giuliani or 
other Republicans gain from keeping 

the issue alive?
A significant number of Jews continue to 

oppose a Palestinian state. But they tend to 
be conservatives who vote Republican any­
way. It is more likely that Mr. Giuliani was 
using the Palestinian issue as a symbol for 
broader themes, political analysts said.

Raising questions about Mrs. Clinton’s 
remarks is a way of raising doubts about 
her support for Israel, said Kieran Ma­
honey, a Republican consultant from New 
York. It also is another way of labeling her a 
liberal ideologue, said Ester Fuchs, a politi­
cal science professor at Barnard College.

"Supporting a Palestinian state used to be 
the peacenik position, an extreme left-wing 
position,” she said. “And that’s what Giuli­
ani has to do: Paint his opponent into a left­
wing corner.”

Mr. Giuliani says he has simply taken the 
same position as the President, who is very 
popular among Jews But in helping to keep 
the issue alive, he risks a backlash, some 
analysts contend. Last year, Senator Al- 
fonse M. D’Amato accused Charles E. Schu­
mer, who is Jewish, of missing votes on 
important Jewish issues. Mr. D’Amato lost 
the race and saw his share of the Jewish 
vote declme from past elections.

“I’m not sure the Mayor has the pulse of 
American Jewish opinion on this issue,” 
said Seymour D Reich, a past chairman of 
the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations and a sup­
porter of the peace process.

Washington
ILLARY RODHAM CLINTON said 
last year that a Palestinian state 
was “very important” to Middle 
East peace, and it seemed like a

monumental political gaffe. Many Jewish 
groups reacted with alarm. And her hus­
band’s Administration, which has never en­
dorsed the idea, swiftly disowned her com­
ments.

Now, after 10 months, Mrs. Clinton’s 
words are back on the front pages of New 
York City's Jewish newspapers, thanks to 
the First Lady’s announcement that she is 
thinking about running for the Senate from 
the Empire State next year.

One of her potential Republican rivals. 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, has stoked the 
controversy, asserting that Mrs. Clinton’s 
remarks were "a very big mistake.” And 
analysts are already predicting that the 
First Lady’s position on Palestinian state­
hood will hurt her among Jewish voters, 
about 12 percent of the state’s electorate.

But it’s not necessarily so. A Palestinian 
state is not the same hot-button issue it was 
10, or even 5 years ago. when endorsing the 
concept was akin in some peoples’ minds to 
endorsing terrorism, many political ana­
lysts and Jewish leaders say.

"The Palestinian state is no longer the 
taboo subject it once was,” said Thomas 
Smerling, Washington director of the Israel 
Policy Forum, an American Jewish group 
that supports the peace process. “At a time 
when you have a Likud Prime Minister 
negotiating with the Chairman of the P.L.O. 
over the size of an eventual Palestinian 
entity, the idea of a Palestinian state no 
longer seems as alarming as it once did.”

Many Jewish leaders say that since Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation Organization

said.
After the meeting, Rabbi Jay Kornsgold 

of New Jersey told the newspaper Jewish 
Week, “This may impress a lot of Jews in 
New York.”
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Sen. Clinton? I

What Is She
Thinking?
By William Schneider

H

William Schneider, a contributing editor to 
Opinion, is a political analyst for CNN.Assodated Press
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It would depend on Congress, where 
Democrats “afe fighting to regain their 
majority, the majority they lost in 1994 
because of Clinton. Senate Democrats are 
desperate to hold on to Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan's New York Senate seat, which 
could go Republican if New York City 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani enters the 
race, as expected.

The first lady is now 18 points ahead of 
Giuliani in New York polls, but don't kid 
yourself. It would be a tough race, as 
Moynihan himself is reported to have told 
Hillary Rodham Clinton last week. She 
would have some explaining to do about 
her health-care plan. And her overnight 
success in Wall Street trading. And 
Travelgate. And Filegate. And the mys­
terious disappearance and reappearance 
of Whitewater billing records. And this 
comment she made last year: "I think that 
it will be in the long-term interests of the 
Middle East for Palestine to be a stale."

At her 1994 Whitewater press confer­
ence. Clinton said. “I've always believed 
in a zone of privacy, and . . . after 
resisting for a long time, I feel I've been 
'rezoned.' ” Maybe for Washington, but 
New York is the twilight zone of politics.

It's not even certain that Giuliani would 
be her opponent. The mayor has never 
been on good terms with other Republi­
cans. especially after he endorsed Demo­
crat Mario M. Cuomo for governor in 1994. 
But he knows how to seize the moment. 
There he was in Washington last week, 
staging a lovefest with GOP congressional 
leaders. "This would be a national race." 
GOP senatorial campaign chairman Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) said Wednesday 
“It’s generated an enormous amount of 
interest in Republican base voters and 
contributors across the country."

Beating Clinton would instantly turn 
Giuliani into a national Republican hero. 
But former New York Sen. Alfonse M. 
D'Amato has not ruled out running for the 
GOP nomination. He and Giuliani have 
never been allies, and D'Amatomight win 
a GOP primary. Can you imagine a Senate 
race between Clinton and D'Amalo? It's 
what they call in professional wrestling, a 
“steel-cage death match."

Gore's people are not too thrilled at the 
prospect of seeing Hillary Clinton run. The 

. Please see CLINTON, M3

WASHINGTON
illary for Senate? Why in the 
world would she want to do that?
It would mean abandoning herself 

to the tender mercies of the New York 
press corps. Think: Don Imus, the New 
York Post, the Wall Street Journal edito­
rial page. And for what? Six more years in 
Washington. Quite likely, in the minority 
party. With strict limits on her earning 
ability. And Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott (R-Miss.) in charge of her schedule. 
Who needs it?

The conventional wisdom in Washing­
ton is. "Nah. She'll never do it." That's 
the same conventional wisdom that said 
her husband was finished a week after the 
Monica S. Lewinsky story broke in Janu­
ary 1998. The same conventional wisdom 
that said the Republicans would pick up 
seats in Congress last November. The 
same conventional wisdom that said im­
peachment was dead after the Democrats 
made unexpected gains in that election.

Still, the first lady says she’s giving it 
serious consideration. What could she be 
thinking about?

She could be thinking about the Clinton 
legacy. After all, it's her legacy, too. In 
1992. her husband promised a kind of 
co-presidency: "two leaders dedicated to 
America's future for the price of one.”

Back in Arkansas, wags used to talk 
about "the gover­
nors Clinton." In
fact. Hillary con­
sidered running for
governor herself in
1990. When polls
showed she might
lose, however, Bill
Clinton ran for a
fifth term and won.
after promising Ar­
kansas voters he
would finish his
term and not run
for any other office.

Now he’s made a

mess of their legacy.
and she has to clean
it up. It's what women all say: If you want 
to get something done, don't rely on a man.

Wait a minute. Isn't Al Gore supposed 
to be the one who continues the Clinton 
legacy? Yes. but GOP front-runners 
George W. Bush and Elizabeth Dole are 
both leading Gore in the polls right now 
Gore might lose. Then what would hap­
pen to the Cliqton legacy?



Clinton
Continued from Ml
resources and attention of the White 
House would be split between two cam­
paigns They would compete for Demo­
cratic money and talent. And for control 
of the Democratic message. Meanwhile. 
Democratic candidates everywhere 
would be deprived of the party's strongest 
campaign asset: the first lady, speaking 
and raising money for other Democrats.

It's not hard to find reasons why 
Clinton shouldn't do it. But there she is, 
talking to New York Democratic leaders 
and political operatives. It's certainly 
creating a frenzy in the press. Finally, 
something to talk about after Monica! A 
lot of Democrats are thrilled by the 
prospect of having Clinton in the Senate. 
It’s a political-revenge fantasy for con­
stituencies that feel disempowered.

Like the Northeast, a region that has 
been losing power to the Sunbelt for 
decades. New York's gone from 45 elec­
toral votes in 1960 to just 33 in 2000. As 
the Northeast has lost power, it has 
become more Democratic, al least in 
national politics.

The question is whether New Yorkers 
will vote on local issues or national issues. 
Polls show that New Yorkers rate Clinton 
better than Giuliani on national issues like 
health care, education and taxes. They 
say she'd know more about how to get 
things done in Washington and they'd be 
prouder to have her as their senator. 
Giuliani is rated better on crime, a local 
issue. Not surprisingly, voters say he 

knows and cares more about New York.
For New Yorkers to elect Clinton 

would be to make a statement about New 
York's national political values Even if it 
means electing someone who has never 
lived in New York. "So what if she doesn't 
know a cannoli from a knish?” New York 
voters would say. “She says what we 
think about national issues." This is a 
Senate election, remember, and New 
Yorkers have never been reluctant to 
claim they know how to run the country.

Her election would also be the revenge 
of the cities, which have been losing 
power to the suburbs. So what if Giuliani 
is the twice-elected mayor of New York 
City? Outside New York City. Giuliani 
wins. But Clinton beats the mayor by 
better than 2 to 1 in his own city. Won't 
New York City rally to its mayor? Not 
necessarily. Giuliani’s job ratings have 
dropped in the last few months, as police 
brutality has become a growing concern.

It would be the revenge of women as 
well. The first lady gets a double boost 
from women, who identify with both her 
and her husband for different reasons. 
They feel she's the victim of his bad 
behavior. He’s the victim of unscrupulous 
attacks by his enemies. Male New 
Yorkers give Giuliani the edge. Women 
prefer Clinton by a huge margin.

It would also be the revenge of Demo­
crats for all the harsh partisan abuse they 
feel they've suffered. No one can rally the 
party faithful like Clinton. New York 
Democrats go 3 to 1 for her, while Giuliani 
carries independents and Republicans.

It's the revenge of liberals, who may 
have found a new hero in Clinton. Liber­

als have always felt closer to her than to 
her husband. What better way of putting 
a liberal stamp on the Clinton legacy than 
to put Hillary Clinton in the Senate? 
Better even than electing Gore. Gore 
leads Gov. George W. Bush by 9 points in 
New York—half Clinton's margin. And 
Bush is a Texan! There are a lot of liberals 
in New York, and for them, it's the 
Hillary Clinton side of the Clinton legacy 
they want to preserve, not the Gore side.

Last week, a guy who knows New York 
had some advice for the first lady. Never 
mind the Senate. Cuomo said. How about 
the national ticket? He thought Hillary 
Clinton would make a good vice presiden­
tial candidate for the Democrats. There's 
the ticket! Democrats could just turn their 
campaign buttons upside down: Clinton- 
Gore in 1996. Gore-Clinton in 2000.

Actually, both parties have a strong 
incentive to put a woman on the ticket. 
Republicans because the GOP is hurting 
badly with women voters. Democrats 
because they need to make it clear that 
Bill Clinton’s locker-room antics are a 
thing of the past. No one ever runs for 
vice president, of course. Dole has her eye 
on the top spot. No problem. The Consti­
tution originally said you had to run for 
president in order to become vice presi­
dent. It worked for George Bush in 1980.

Gore-Clinton versus Bush-Dole — 
haven’t we seen this picture before? No. 
this is a remake, with female costars. If 
that happens in 2000. you know what's 
around the corner: Hillary Clmton versus 
Elizabeth Dole for president. The only 
problem is. where are they going to find 
decent men to be their running mates? 
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n an impeachment ordeal rich 
in irony, the most notable is 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s 
emergence as a political winner 

— a distinction that has her posi­
tioned as a favorite in the next New 
York Senate race.

But though the Senate ultimate­
ly acquitted her husband, the 
impeachment couldn’t have hap­
pened without sexual harassment 
laws and Whitewater land deals 
nurtured by the first lady.

As the scandal deepened, the 
president and first lady found them­
selves attacking the very liberal 
principles — women’s rights, the 
independent counsel act — that 
they had worked to establish. Now, 
as the nation picks through the 
smoldering wreckage of Sexgate, it 
is clear Mrs. Clinton and her allies 
had to destroy their village in order 
to save it.

During the 1992 presidential 
campaign, Mrs. Clinton stood arm- 
in-arm with Anita Hill before an 
overflow crowd at the American 

i Bar Association convention in San 
Francisco and issued a battle cry 
for women to rise up against 
harassment in the workplace. With 
her explosive charges of harass­
ment against Supreme Court nom­
inee Clarence Thomas, Miss Hill 
had "transformed consciousness 
and changed history,” Mrs. Clinton 
declared. "All women are in Anita 
Hill’s debt. We must never again be 
shy in raising our voices against 
harassment."

Paula Jones was not shy and two 
years later raised her voice against 
Mrs. Clinton’s own husband.

Mrs. Jones even went Anita Hill 
one better: She brought a credible 
case to federal court. Mrs. Jones’ 
charges were far more typical of 
workplace harassment. As a lowly 
secretary, she was a clear subordi­
nate to Mr. Clinton and could cred­
ibly claim — unlike Anita Hill, a 
Yale law school grad — that she 
had to succumb to her boss’ wishes 
or face career consequences.

Mrs. Jones, rather than being 
I seen, like Anita Hill, as a victim by
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Mr. Clinton’s liberal allies, was 
ridiculed as trailer park trash. 
Rather than embrace Mrs. Jones’ 
suit, feminists fled from her cause. 
Given the choice between a 
woman's rights and a fellow liberal 
Democrat, they chose Mr. Clinton. 
But the Jones case ground on, pro­
pelled by federal harassment 
guidelines promulgated by Mr. 
Clinton's own administration (and, 
ironically, now given credibility by 
some Republicans whose support 
of the guidelines before the Jones 
case had been tepid at best).

Still, the Jones case was but a 
puddle of gasoline. It never would 
have ignited into an impeachment 
inferno if Democrats had not pro­
vided the match — the Office of 
Independent Counsel.

A product of Watergate, the inde­
pendent counsel law was a deeply 
partisan measure. A majority of 
Republicans had never backed a 
law they felt was a blank check for 
prosecutorial overzealousness. 
Even as suspicions of Mr. Clinton’s 
Whitewater skeletons spread in 
1994, House Republicans voted 
100-77 against reauthorization of 
the Independent Counsel Act. But 
with Mr. Clinton’s support and a 
239-5 Democratic vote in favor, the 
act survived.

Fbur years later, Kenneth Starr, 
a prosecutor appointed under the 
Clinton-backed law, used his vast 
powers to probe the Clintons’ finan­
cial past.

Contrary to press accounts, Mr. 
Starr was drawn to the Jones case by 
its parallels to the case of Mrs. Clin­
ton's corrupt ex-law partner, Web­
ster Hubbell, who had plea-bar­
gained with Mr. Starr and his 
prosecutors and then failed to coop­
erate. Mr. Starr believed Mr. 
Hubbell had been bought off and 
that the same might have happened 
with Monica Lewinsky.

Mr. Starr stated in his report that 
Clinton friend Vernon Jordan was 
helping Miss Lewinsky find a job, 
just as he had “helped Mr. Hubbell 
obtain lucrative consulting contracts 
while he was a potential witness
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legacy the Clintons will leave to 
America’s workplace culture is the 
assertion that boss/employee sex is 
a “private matter.”

Fbr years a central goal of the 
women’s movement was workplace 
equality. Women should advance 
because of what they could accom­
plish in the office — not the bed­
room. As it happens, this notion of 
civil rights also squared nicely with 
good management practice, and in 
most publicly held corporations 
today, it is a firing offense to have 
sexual relations with an underling.

Even if the relationship is purely 
consensual, the potential for an 
executive’s abuse of his balance of 
power was demonstrated in the 
Clinton case. As detailed in testi­
mony by the Clintons’ close aide, 
Sidney Blumenthal, the president 
was fully prepared to smear the 
underling Miss Lewinsky as a men- 
tally-unstable “stalker." After all, 
who would people believe — the 
CEO of the United States or a star- 
struck intern?

Now that the Democratic Party 
— and its foremost feminist voice, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton — have 
declared that an executive’s use of 
an intern for oral sex is a “private 
matter,” the hard-won victories of 
liberalism in the American work­
place seem very hollow indeed.
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and/or subject in the OICs ongoing 
investigation. The OIC also pos­
sessed evidence that the president 
and the first lady knew and approved 
of the Hubbell-focused assistance. 
Against this background, the OIC 
considered the January 1998 alle­
gations that (1) Miss Lewinsky was 
prepared to lie in order to benefit the 
president, and (2) Vernon Jordan 
was assisting Miss Lewinsky in the 
Jones litigation.”

Cornered, the Clintons declared 
war on their party’s own indepen­
dent counsel creation.

But perhaps the most profound 
legacy the Clintons will leave to

!
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their politics. Yet Hillary 
the issues—I prefer wh.

fling of parochial feathers perhaps, but one won­
ders if we shouldn't feel a little bereft at the

his convictions are suspect and always subject to 
pragmatic political sublimation. Clinton is very

o
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One could point to biographical instant 
ntravene this opinion; Hillary Clinton

her husband’s fragile candidacy or tipsy presiden-
I
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s isn't a particularly politic thing to 
times that her political interests cc

uood cause. 1 prefer to believe that regardless of

ny of us really have any clue as 
icky secrets of other people. All

J

o 
o
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thought of Hillary representing New Yorkers in 
the upper house No doubt the lax residency re­
quirement and the prevailing Eastern attitudes

I

very good at being elected; he can talk to almost 
anyone for a few minutes and leave that person 
believing he is in concurrence with them on all 
substantive issues.

Hillary Clinton is another kind of animal. Over 
the years John Brummett has astutely pointed out 

who is re;
date for
recognition is naturally quite high; New

play. She neither needs nor craves the beaming 
mob.

bake cookies, seemed to change her hairstyle 
weekly and after Clinton's political enemies start­
ed harping on a prospective "co presidency” she 
was rather unceremoniously reduced to smiling 
and waving at her husband's side.

After the election she was assigned the task of 
heal til care reform; she headed the task force that 
wrote the failed, overreaching legislation. And 
even though there is some metaphorical truth to 
her statements about "vast right wing conspira­
cies." it wasn't a particularly politic thing to say. 
There are times that her political interests could 
be best served by remaining quiet

While Hillary Clinton has never seemed par­
ticularly fearftii of failure, unlike her husband she 
has never seemed to require the approbation of 
anonymous crowds She might make a great sena­
tor. it is certain she would make an odd one.

not to mention the legacy of Robert Kennedy—are 
attractive to Hillary. Still, Arkansans are allowed 
to feel a little sad at her defection.

Still I'm afraid I just don't see Mrs. Clinton as a 
candidate. And while I know that there's polling
data that suggests she has a considerable advan­
tage over Rudolf Giuliani, the mayor of New York

■garded as the likely Republican candi
Moynihan's seat Her name

She has been even more the 
target for invective and 

demonization.

s

through what may have bei’n the most public hu­
miliation any political wife has ever had to en-

Bill Clinton seems to be the kind of person who 
must continually risk his dignity for a chance to 
experience the rapture of mass adulation, Mrs 
Clinton has always seemed less dreamy and more 
self-protective than her husband. She has always 
seemed more secure in her particular gifts and 
talents. She is not—one would guess—the kind of 
person who can habitually place herself on dis

Coot_-<.'K

One could point to biographical instances that 
contravene this opinion; Hillary Clinton has at. 
times become a very public figure. But one never 
understood that she relished the attention—she 
did what she did in service of policy or to preserve

but some explanations are due. She has a right 
un for office, some exciting credentials and an 
•resting mind. She is intellectually capable and 

• record of public service is impressive. She is 
ictly the sort of person who ought to run for 
>lic office
And she is exactly the sort of person who does 
need to. Why would anyone who has gone 
mgh what Hillary Clinton has gone through 
»e -past eight years offer herself for mere 
se’ I don't think she will. She's too smart

Philip 
Martin

dure. She has an uncanny ability to separate her 
personal ambitions and emotions from the practi 
cal policy goals to which she has dedicated her­
self. One mightn't like Hillary Clinton, but one has 
to give her credit

For the record, I like her For the record, it is 
possible to like someone without agreeing with 

.. . Clinton is pretty good on
tat I perceive to be her 

more aggressively progressive agenda to her hus­
band's pop centrality Bill Clinton is a moderate's 
moderate; the kind of amiable, electable chap that 
our democracy tends to produce He has his good 
points—he has a heart and tender impulses—but 

her lack of political acumen; she does seem afflict­
ed by a certain political tone deafness. In 
Arkansas she rubbed some people the wrong way 
by—at first—insisting on retaining her maiden 
name.

Similarly, she has made a point of championing 
causes that were never as popular as they were ' 
worthy The fact is some people are opposed to re­
forming health care, enacting child welfare provi | 
sions and bettering education simply because to 
do such things necessarily requires the expendi­
ture of tax money. Some people simply do not 
want their paychecks docked, others have a philo 
sophical problem with the "Big Government" of 

month or so ago, a person who 
claims to be a confidant of Hillary 
Rodham Clinton told me that, bar- 

unforeseen, she 
> seat being vacat 

ed in 2000 by the retiring Democra 
tic Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York. 
He characterized the situation as ‘‘a done deal.”

The person who told me this is a serious per 
son of accomplishment—you might recognize his 
name. There is no reason to believe he does not 
believe the things he says

So why is it that I’m having trouble wrapping 
my mind around the idea?

Perhaps part of it is simple jealousy of the peo­
ple of New York. It would have been nice to con 
tinue the illusion that the Clintons are still pri­
marily Arkansans It is nothing more than the ruf

York Democrats are excited about the 
possibility of her making the campaign. 
Money oughtn't be a problem.

Yet I am not convinced. It takes a cer­
tain kind of person to pull the trigger on 
such an undertaking—one neither ei­
ther a land of willful obliviousness to re­
ality or a certain masochism. And while

which such programs are considered emblematic
As Arkansas’ first lady Hillary Clinton alienat­

ed many members of the state's teacher’s union by 
insisting on the need for a teacher competency 
test. She made what some people construed as a 
slur on country singer Tummy Wynette during 

uiuig etsc about not wanting to stay at home and

cy. Whatever one thinks of her politics, it is diffi 
cult to fault her performance as a team player. 
She has comported herself with grace and poise

peculation is what columns like this one 
are about, so it probably does no harm to 
speculate what will happen after Bill 
Clinton leaves office I don't think that a 
divorce is likely, though there Is certainly

ill the garbage there exists a deep, abiding bond 
jetween these two people and that they are gen- 
iinc partners. Marriages can be strange compacts 
md I don’t think any of us really have any clue as 

to the sticky secrets of other people. All 
we can really do is wish them well and 
pray they come to some mutually satis­
factory arrangement—we know more 
than we ever should have known, we 
ought to step back sheepishly, tipping 
our hat mumbling our apologies.

Yet if Hillary Clinton seeks political 
office on her own she must find a way to 
affect at least a psychic break from her 

isband's administration. She has been even 
ore the target for invective and demonization 
an her husband—there seem to be at least as 
any Hillary haters working the Internet and the 
k programs as there are overly energetic critics 
her husband. And there are legitimate ques- 
ns too—some wonder about her role in the 
utewater land deal, the White House travel of 
c fiasco and the misuse of FBI files.
I lillary Clinton might have nothing to apologize
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Schumer:

The single biggest pro­
posal calls for allowing 
families to deduct the full

open about their interest 
charges and to offer a I

I

cost of a college education 
from their income taxes.

Currently, joint filers 
can deduct up to $1,500 in 
tax credits for the first 
two years of college. The 
new plan, co-sponsored by 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moy­
nihan, would cost $30 bil­
lion over five years and 
could be paid for out of 
the federal budget sur­
plus. Schumer said.

Besides making college 
more affordable, Schumer 
introduced bills to encour­
age people to become 
teachers, to make pen­
sions portable from job to 
job, to force credit-card 
companies to be more 

By VINCENT MORRIS
Post Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Once 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
leaves the White House, 
the “world would be her 
oyster," says Sen. Charles 
Schumer, with many op­
portunities for the First 
Lady besides running for 
a Senate seat,

“She could write books. 
She could go speak. She 
could become president of 
a university," said 
Schumer, who met with 
the First Lady on 
Wednesday.

“She has lots of options."
Hoping to buy Clinton 

time to make up her mind 
about whether to run for 
senator in New York, 
Schumer recalled how he 
spent months pondering 
whether to leave his safe 
House seat.

“It would be bad for her, 
bad for New York and bad 
for America ... for her to 
make a decision ... in the 
next couple of weeks,” 
Schumer told reporters in 
his Senate office yester­
day.

Schumer used the occa­
sion to sp<>ll out nine leg­
islative goals for the next 
Congress, a package of ex­
pensive but popular ideas 
that are hound to encoun­
ter opposition from Re­
publicans.

Hillary’s 
got a lot 
of options

$2,000 tax credit to first­
time home buyers in parts 
of the South Bronx, Har­
lem and some upstate cit­
ies.

Schumer also said he’s 
encouraging the Demo­
cratic leadership to pick 
more fights with the GOP 
this year, especially on is­
sues like campaign-fi­
nance reform, which 
many Republicans oppose. 

“We can force a vote 
often, not just once but 
until the campaign-fi­
nance bill passes,” 
Schumer said.
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The First Lady set off an uproar in May when she said. "1 
think it will he in the long-term interests of the Middle East 
for Palestine to he a state."

WASHINGTON 
efending Hillary Rodham Clinton over her call last year 
for a Palestinian state, Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
yesterday insisted the First Lady "would be a powerful 

and strong voice for Israel."

The White House disowned the remark, and Schumer was 
critical at the time, saying it did "not set the peace process 
forward." An aide said he still holds that view.

A White House source said the First Lady has no "plans to say 
anything new on that."

He said that if Clinton runs, she'll "have to explain fully her 
position on ... the Middle East, including the Palestinian 
state."

Schumer said President Clinton has run "the most pro-lsrael 
administration since I've become an elected official." He said 
he was confident the First Lady "would persuade a large 
majority of Jewish voters that she would be a forceful and 
strong advocate for Israel."

By TIMOTHY J. BURGER
Daily News Washington Bureau

- Hil Is GOP Fund-Raisers' Target (02/24/1999) 

J No Red Carpet for Hillary, Says Pataki (02/23/1999)

Al Shows Gusto for Bout With 1st Lady (02 22 1999) 

■* Inside Hillary's Dream Campaign (02 21/1999)
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Palestinian issue 
should be left 
to two sides, 
first lady says in 
meeting with rabbis. * £ #
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Hillary Modifit 
Statehood St

illary Rodham CAMon.

meeting al die While House

this week with 25 rabbis,

appeared to task away from

her previous sutfxet for a Palest: n an 

state, reportedly saying the issue .
I should be left to Israel and the "7*. °y 

Palestinians.

But Clinlun’s Communications

Director Marsha Berry, after con- touted as potential opponents in the 

suiting with the first lady, told The 200f) New York Senate race.

Jewish Week dial Clinton's "perMina! The issue arose Monday after- 

poTiioo" tawnng a Pakstnvan state noon in a private White House roeet- 

remguiK urxhanged mg with a new national group of

The remarks come as Mayor rabbis (see story page 10.) Clinton 

Rud< >!ph Giuliani is turning up the was asked tn clarify her enntrever- 

heat on Clinton on the Palestinian sial statement of last May favoring 

statehood issue They are being nn pavr 17
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Hillary Modifies Palestinian Stance

primitive sensibilities in (he Jewish commijnity

“She spoke... in terms agreeable to the cars

rd Ftd 4
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But Siegman said the minority view is 
esticmely vocal and they “create the 

Henry impression that the political climate in New

4 ♦.

pwlies." of her support for a Pabesuiiin state and her

Siegman called it unfortunate that “certain love affair with Yasir Arafat” 

C'oniinued from pagt I

a Palestinian state, and according to Rabbi
Man. Schneicr, who aiicndcd die White House
gathering, she replied: “h is up to the parties
to negotiate final status.”

"She made her position very, very clear to
all the rabbis," said Rabbi Schneier, who was
in the capita! to launch his new organization,
the North American Board of Rabbis, an
interdenominational group.

Clinton in the spring had outraged some
Jewish groups and caught the administration
off guard when she said . “I think that it will be 
in the long-term interests of the Middle East
for Palestine to be a sure, to be a stele that is
responsible for its citizens' well-being, a stare
that has responsibility for providing education
and health care and economic opportunity to
its citizens."

■Die White House responded by distancing
itself from her remarks, and Clinton since that
time has not elaborated. U.S. policy has been
to remain neutral on the issue of a Palestinian
state and not prejudge (he outcome of any final­
status issues between Israel and (he

Palestinians.
But Berry, in providing the first lady's most last year. At the same time she supports only through direct negotiations between the Party should Clinton run for Senate because

J_____I_____ -A_______ri______.•_____ - ________ »• ** V________________r_______i_________ • • _ . a
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ambitions for the future." portions of the Jewish community in New

New Jersey Conservative Rabbi Jay York ” become agitated al (he (bought of a 
Kornsgold said he was “very pleased” she Palestinian slate, "even (hough a vast majority 
clarified her position. of (he Israeli public, including the hawkish

"Let's face it, she knew who she was (Foreign Minister Ariel (Sharon has accepted 
meeting with and she must have anticipated the inevitability of that development.
the questions," he said "She seemed genuine. The fact (hat a stercment like that by H ilary 
1 can’t say for sure whether she's doing this (last May] should evoke hysterical reaction in 

because she may run some quarters indicates how far behind certain 
for the Senate and portions of the American Jewish community 
that this may impress are of the actual realities accepted by Israelis.” 
a lot of Jews in New 
York.”

But
Siegman, a senior York embraces the most retrogressive positon 
fellow at the Council in order to win votes.”
on Foreign Relations, Of the mayor’s recent attacks ooncern mg
the influential foreign Clinton's position on Palestinian statehood, 

policy institute in the UK. argued that dimun's Siegman said Giuliani “has pandered to those 
dual positions are not in opposition at all primitive sensibilities in the Jewish community 

"Obviously she is talking within an entirely and has offered no enlightenment or leadership 
new political contcrt," said Siegman, director on this issue."
of the council's UK Middle East Project “In Brooklyn Assemblyman Dov Hikind, a 
principle and in theory, there is no Democrat who has supported Republican 
contradiction. The best possible outoome is for candidates, said (here would be a mass 

personal position regarding what she said there to be a Palestinian state that is recognized defection of Jewish voters from the Democratic

detailed explanation of her views on the issue, the peace process." 
told The Jewish Week on Monday that But some rabbis al the meeting said they 
Clinton's response to the rabbis does not believed Clinton did reshape her position,
contradict her earlier position. perhaps to mollify her audience and the Jewish

"All along she supported the voters in New York. 

adminiscuUon s position, but she had a peraonal 
position regxding what the long term interest that wanted to hear that — that she meant (he 
in the region is,” Berry said in a telephone parties will ultimately decide," said Rabbi 
interview. "They’re not mutually exclusivcof Albert Gabbai, an Orthodox rabbi from 
one another " Philadelphia. 'Tro not boro yesterday. One has

Berry added “She has not changed her to read between the lines that she has political
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Hit her cindldiry !• aiill • «ovel<y. 
While Rodham Clinton is an expen-

rludinf nrgtxunoM on nnil-tuma 
i«tuet under the O>ln Accendl

seat neil year.
As a popular former Tint lady, she 

will not need the Senate as a plat- 
form from whi<h lo espreas her 
views. She Will be free io do dial on 
the world slags wilh fewer inhibi­
tions. and free lo desrue lime So the 
UUKI she cam moil ahrnil while 
earning some of the big hurks she 
and het husband need <o pay off 
legal bills sccumularad in the -ouraa 
of the plethora nt OOP-M invcsti- 
gitions they endured.

Rodham Clinton is at the peak of 
her popularity and. after her hue 
band, she Is the Demoerwiic Pany s 
most
live I
running for the Sanaxe will lake her 
away from the more urgent task of 
crlss-erouing the country over the 
next 20 months raising money and 
campaigning for the presidential 
ticket and other candldales at all 
levels.

"Not having her out on ihe cam­
paign trail, especially for Al Gore, 
would be a huge loss, a huge loss," 
said a White House official.

besides, if she tdll has ihe Senate 
bog after that, there’s always 20OA 
when freahman GOP Sen Peter 
Fitzgerald cornea up for re-election 
in her native Illlisols.

The hawks are circling, but Hillary for Senate 
would win the votes of most Jews

•II expressing her personal views 
and denied she was staking out any 
new policy ground. Many Israelis 
and Palestinians, for lheir own rea­
sons. were convinced that she was 
revealing the secret inner bonking of 
her husband and his government

Even the broadest inierpretarion 
of what she said does not const uvte 
an endorsement of a unilateral decls

However, the Clinton admlnistra- 
lion, with the support of moderate 
Arab states and the Furopeant. has 
apparently convinced Arafst to drop 
that threat because it roulrt interfere 
with the Israeli elections 13 days 
later and do serious damage m the 
peace process. But the Issue It 
bound to come up after a new Israeli 
government is in place, which 

should be by the middle of

I

ration of Palestinian statehood; she rights and charitable choke, which 
has repeatedly tnslsied il is some­
thing to be mutually agreed upon.
Nrmciheless. her criticy reared her 
comments would encourage 
Palestinian Authority President
Yuur Ararat lo carry out his ori- 
rtpeated Utreai to unilaterally
announce ostabtlshmeni oTa state on
May A Ute original deadline for con- no trouble winning, not only the 

Jewish vote, but the election.
AU ihe polls say the same thing.

i s not exactly pan of her 
campaign strategy, but it 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
runs for the Senate in New 
York nevi year, the cam­

paign could provide a significani 
sounding board for the issues that 
divide the Jewish communify-brael 
and the peace process, public vs. pri­
vate schools and ehutch-siate 
separauon.

Historically, candidates in New 
York-which has the largest number 
of Jewish voters outside of 
time I-have tried to finesse divisions 
among the Jews, trying lo be alt 
Ihings to all people. For example, 
it’s not unusual io see American 
politicians trying io appear more 
hawkish on Israeli security then 
Israeli leaders.

But this time there is a 
potential candidate of 
immense popularity who dees 
not toe the hawkish line. 
Rodham Clinton is again com­
ing under sgvsge attack from 
right wing Jews for comments 
she made last May about 
Palestinian statehood, and 
Republican politicians are 
enthusiastically joining the 
fray.

New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, a potential 
GOP senatorial candidate, hu 
accused her of “siding with the 
Palestinians against the 
Israelis.* Much the same was 
raid by Sen. Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY), (he chairman of the 
OOP Senaie Campaign 
Committee, who sees the first 
lady as a boon lo his efforts to 
raise Jewish money for 
Republican candidates aext 
year/

The head of a pro-lsrael 
political action committee In 
New York which gives lo both 
panics said. "The screamers in 
out community will make a lot 
of noise, but R5 percent of the 
lews will be fine with Hillary " 

Prof. Amos Pvrmutter of 
American University said, 
"Since the Jewish leaders are 
sull in a gheno its New York 
end a bunch of cowards, 
they're going io vine for her 
even though she’s called for a 
Paieslmian slate."

Rodham Clinton insiso. 
publicly and privately, that her 
posriion Is the same as the 
administration s, that it is up lo 
ihe parties rhem«|ves te> nego­
tiate the issue of Palestinian 
SUtehond. She also has said 
mat the late Yitzhak Rahm 
lamented lo her and her has- 
band about Ute difficulties of 
negotiating wilh the 
PaJeaitnians because, unlike 
the Syrians and Jordanians, 
there ta no enthy to deal with 
and hold accountable, and 
Rodham Clinton feels ano was 
reflecting that view

What she did say. In a May 8, 
I9W. ureilite mterview with Israeli 
and Paloaunran youths was. "I think 
that II will be in the long-term mter­
ms of the Middle East for palcatlne 
to tte a state, and for it nr he a «»« 
that rs responsiMe for its rid Zens' 
well.being a sure that has to accept 
the responsibility of governing " 

Arimtnislration officials said she
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enced politician end a highly skilled, 
veteran campaigner-whieh was evi­
dent in leal year’s New York Senate 
race, where she is credited with hav- 
mg played an invaluable rote in 
Chuck Schumer's stunning victory 
over Alfonsc D'Amato (who savs ha 
might run next year if she does)-she 
would fhce a very different political 
challenge nmning o« her o«m in the 
overheated environment of New 
York polipcs,

"She's tough, especially after 
whal she's just been through, and Td 
be surprised (if] there’s much they 
could do that would upset her." said 
her friend.

But there are some very com­
pelling reasons that suggest that 
she will not tun for the Moynihan

June.
If Rodham Clinton 

decides to run for the sear 
being vacated by Democrat 
Daniel Patrick
Moynlhao-and It ia far from 
certain ihat she will-ihe 
sUiiehond issue will he one 
of the most contentious, with 
risks for both sides 

While her opponents are 
very vocal and well orga­
nized. the mnh ia they are a 
minority Most American 
Jews, like most laraelis, 
accept Palestinian sialsh'xid 
in some form u inevitable, 
and sooner rather than later. 
That is something the hawk, 
here and in Israel would like 
lo Mifle, but e»en Prime 
Minister Beniamin
Netanyahu and some of his 
cabinet minister, have spo­
ken nf accepting a slate with 
limited sovereignty. 

That issue, however, COuld 
be moot well hetoie the 
November 2000 election, 
because it is very poesiblc 
that the Palestinian sure will 
he established hy then. But 
even without that, there will 
he other issue, that divide 
Jewish voters, end Rnriham 
Clinton's candidacy could 
ignite lively debale on iheue 
as well.

Divlaloiu within the 
Jewish community are more 
pronounced in New York 
than elsewhere-by sheer 
weight of numbers and 
becauae of the size and influ­
ence of the Onhodoa popula­
tion-end the Impwel of the 
Jewish vote I, immense. 

Thera Is atmg support la 
some efretes. particularly 
among the Orthodox, for ’’ 

youthen and nshcr forms of 
taxpayer support fra private 
schools, Among Ihe uther 
tesuea which divide Jewish 
liberals and cooiervallvea am 
abortion righty homoaesaal

federal fixndi for health and serial 
aervKes with fewer govemotentaj 
reslricuons.

"The nght-wmg Jew, may go 
after he/” on these lansru. said a 
friend of the firn lady, but “the rest 
of the lews love her" end she’d have j

Newsweek
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First Lady, Eyeing Senate Race, 
Mixes Messages on a Hot Issue

Hillary Softens Her Stance on Palestinian State, Rabbis Say, 
As Gore Woos Jews by Backing Hate Crimes Laws, Abortion
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By IRA STOLL 
KIBWaRD ST A FT

WASHINGTON — Hillary Rodham Clinton is backing away 
from her advocacy of a Palestinian-Arab state, rabbis who met 
with her here this week say.

The meeting between the first lady and a group of high-powered 
rabbis from New York and other cities adds to the intrigue sur­
rounding whether Mrs. Clinton will decide to run in 2000 for the 
seat being vacated by New York's Senator Moynihan The sub­
tleties of Mrs. Clinton’s position on the question of a Palestinian 

state are such, though, that 
after a spokeswoman for the 
first lady got through explain­
ing, Republicans were attack­
ing Mrs. Clinton not only for 
siding against Israel, but for 
flip-flopping about the matter. 

Although Mrs. Clinton's critics 
acknowledge that many Israelis 
favor a Palestinian Arab state, they 
say the issue is what role the first 
lady should be playing in the midst 
of delicate negotiations. The mixed 
messages emanating from the 
White House on the issue are a sign 
that Mrs. Clinton still has some 
work to do before she dives into the 
rough-and-tumble of a New York 
campaign. Never mind the New 
York politics of the matter,

Pteast turn to Page I
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Hillary Reassures Rabbis on Palestinian State

don by saying that it b tro 
parties to negotiate a final

she was going," Rabbi Browai*the 
leader of Temple Beth Am « Mar
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rick. Long Island. ’ ‘
A spokeswoman for Mrs. Clin­

ton, Marsha Berry, told the For­
ward, however, that the first lady 
has not changed her position. “She 
hasn’t changed her personal.posi­
tion. ...She has said it all along," 
Ma Berry said. “She supports the 
Oslo process. It's not anything dif­
ferent It wasn't anything different 
from her point of view."

Mrs. Clinton’s opinion on the 
question of statehood for the Pales­
tinian Arabs has been the subject 
of attention ever since May 6,1998, 

when she told a group of Israeli and 
Arab youth, "I think that it will be 
in the long term interests of the 
Middle East for Palestine to be a 
state. ...I think that it is very impor­
tant for the Palestinian people. But 
I also think it’s very important for 
the broader goal of peace in the 
Middle East."

At the time, the statement was 
widely condemned, even by those 
supportive of the Clinton adminis­
tration and the Oslo process. The 
president of the American Jewish 
Committee at the time, Robert 
Rifkind, said in a statement at the 
time that he was "surprised and 
concerned" at the comments. The 
New York City comptroller, Alaa 
Hevesi, a Democrat, said, “Why 
should the Palestinians negotiate 
in good faith if the first lady hands 
them what they want without 
requiring the Palestinians to meet 
their obligations made in prior 
written agreements?"

Asked if Mrs. Clinton's state­
ment of May 6,1998, was still oper­
ative, Ma Berry said, “Yes "

Some Labor Party figures such 
as Shimon Peres have endorsed a 
Palestinian state, and Prime Minis­
ter Netanyahu of the Likud Party 
has spoken of a self-governing enti­
ty emerging in the areas of the 
West Bank and Gate that are con­
trolled by Mr. Arafat. They are 
speaking of something less than 
full, unfettered statehood — they 
would restrict a Palestinian-Arab 
state from inviting in Iraqi armies 
or from obtaining certain weapons. 
And the Israeli position — and that 
of the American government — is 
that statehood for the Palestinian

Arabs is a matter for negotiation, 
not American predetermination.

Republicans pounced on the 
flap, saying it was evidence chat 
Mrs. Clinton shared some of her 
husband’s worst qualities.

“Will the real Hillary Clinton 
please stand up?" said the execu 
rive director of one Republican 
group, the National Jewish Coali­
tion, Matthew Brooks. He called 
her encouragement of a Palestini­
an Arab state "dangerous,"

The executive director of Mayor 
Giuliani’s new political action com­
mittee, Solutions America, Bruce 
Teitelbaum, said, "Her public posi­
tion on this has not changed. She 
believes there should be a Pales­
tinian state....You have to proceed 
on the assumption that her dunk­
ing on the matter has not changed, 
and if it has, I think she would 
articulate the change.” Mr. Giu­
liani, who may run for Senate as a 
Republican, has attacked Mrs. 
Clinton for favoring a Palestinian 
Arab state.

The vice chairman of another 
Republican group, the Young Jew­
ish Leadership Pac, questioned the 
dichotomy between Mrs. Clinton's 
personal view, as expressed in May 
of last year, and the official Clinton 
administration position, as 
expressed by the State Depart­
ment and, apparently, to the group 
of rabbis, “U she runs fw Senate, is 
she running personally, or Official­
ly?” he asked. “It sounds like she’s 
a Clinton."

The rabbis were in Washington 
for the founding convention of the 
North American Boards of Rabbis, 
a group that intends to encourage 
interaction between Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform and Recon­
structionist rabbis.

In addition to Rabbi Schneier, 
who is Orthodox, and Rabbi Brown, 
who is Reform, the group elected a 
corresponding secretary, Rabbi 
Stanley Davids of Atlanta, Ga., 
who is Reform, a recording secre­

tary, Rabbi Lionel Moses of Mon­
treal, Canada, who is Conservative, 
and a treasurer, Rabbi Dannel 
Schwartz of Detroit, Mich., who is 
Reform.

The group’s executive vice presi­
dent, Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum, said 
he hoped the North American 
Boards of Rabbis would “be a 
source of good, of showing the 
world our capacity to work togeth­
er and treat each ocher with civili­
ty and respect and appreciation, 
regardless of what stream of 
Judaism we come from." Rabbi 
Rosenbaum is also the leader of 
the Union Reform Temple in 
Freeport, Long Island.

The Washington meeting drew 
representatives from boards of 
rabbis of more than 25 cities — 
despite the across-the-board oppo­
sition to the new organization from 
leaders of the denominations.

The meeting between Mrs. Clin­
ton and the rdbbis was arranged by 
Rep. Gary Ackerman, a Democrat 
from New York, according to both 
Ms. Berry and b spokesman for Mr. 
Ackerman. Mr. Ackerman did not 
attend the meeting.

Mrs. Clinton also met quietly this 
week with Mr. Moynihan's wife, 
Liz.

Continued from Page 1 
, others say — the first lady's state­

ments are particularly important 
as the May 4, 1999, deadline 
approaches for completion of final 
status talks under the Oslo accords. 
Israeli and American officials have 
been trying to prevent Mr. Arafat 
from unilaterally declaring state­
hood on May 4, saying that such a 
declaration could lead to war. 

“I asked her about the Palestini­
an state, and she clarified her posi­
tion by saying that it b tro to the 
parties to negotiate a final settle­
ment," said the president of the 
New York Board of Rabbis and of 
the newly formed North American 
Boards of Rabbis, Rabbi Marc 
Schneier. j’x

The vice president of the North 
American Boards of Rabbia, Rabbi 
Ronald Brown, said he entered the 
White House meeting “concerned” 
about Mrs. Clinton’s support for a 
Palestinian-Arab state. After the 
first lady's remarks, he said, "I was 
pleased that that was the direction
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World events may also ant Mrs.
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> ridiculing his opponents 
his predecessors. In addi

get trumped by Mr. Giuliani, a 
Roman-Catholic who wins two

.pec’ will compel the Cotuerva- 
Party co quietly go along with

mavob-s rrroro vutt

T*. •

«*5

/ •

<1

R

VO

'I.

»>
/

f

Mr Mau is the Henry Hart Kite 
prafeuor af urban policy and plan­
ning at Nevi York Untueintj).

thirds of the Jewish vote in may- ' 
oralty elections. The mayor has a

or capture about 45% of the vote in 
Such a Democratic stronghold, 
should win statewide, since subur­
ban and upstate voters are predom­
inantly Republican, and they 
account for about two-thirds of the 
total sfate electorate. Mr. Giuliani's

now, might be less of a burden by t  
next year’s election. Yet Mrs. Clin- Clinton had New York locked up 

' * ’ ‘ before the 1992 presidential prima­
ry. New York was not a contested 
state in the 1992 or 1996 preaiden-

suburban and outer borough Jews, , 
and he has emerged as the protec- ■ 
tor of the fervently Orthodox, while 
also spending more time with 
Ramat parents than many of the 
schonrs faculty do

Even amopg white Catholic vot­
ers. the dominant voting block in 
the star*, it’s hard to know how a 
whirs Proteatant like Mrs. Clinton 
would play. Admittedly, many vot­
ers empathize with the pain Mrs. 
Clinton has absorbed as a loyal

t jn-

she can't count on 
the Jewish vote.

seat in Democratic hands, there is 
no reason to believe that Mra. Clin­
ton has what it rakes to win the 
votes of New Yorkers.

According to the latest Marin 
Institute poll, Mrs. Clinton has 
about a 10% lead over New York 
City Mavor Giuliani, the likely

1
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By MITCHELL L. MOSS 
ontrary to the polls, 
pundits and popular 
opinion, Hillary Rod- 
Hara Clinton is not a 

 sure bet to get elected 
to the Senate ft«>m New York in 
2000 In fact, there is no more dan­
gerous place In polities than the 
position she now holds as the front 
runner for an election that will not 
take place for another 20 months 
While the first lady looks like a sav­
ior to Democratic Party leaders 
eager to keep Senator Moynihan’s

Mrs Clinton’s fens believe She Palestinian state. As a result, Mrs. Clintons have never had to cam-
has the strength and intellect to go Clinton's public support of a Pales- paign hard in New York state,
one on-one with a mayor who rinian state, though an albatross Largely because of Harold Ickes's
thrives on ridiculing his opponents now, might be less at a burden by organizational savvy. President
and even h*“ v* v»t i*1iaa_ .

tion, New York feminists believe
that they have a “sure winner' on
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the state of Israel. Mrs. Clinton may rial campaigns. The Clintons treat
New York City as a fund-raising I 

venue, as a place to wine and dine 
wealthy donors who prefer ro spend 
the night tn Bedford rather than m 
the Lincoln Bedroom

As e result, Mrs. Clinton doesn’t 
know her way around. There are no 
"Cliff Notes” to explain that New 
York is largely a rural state that 
borders Vermont. Massachusetts. 
Connecticut. Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Canada It is not easy to 
understand rhe intense upstate hos­
tilities involving Native Americans, 
the difference between Eastern 
Parkway and Ocean Parkway and 
that the town of North Hempstead 
is twice as large as the city of
Albany, the stare capital Manhat- i 
ran is not New York state; there are 
61 other counties, each with their 
own political land mines and “hot 
spots” that cannot be quickly mas­
tered, even for a seasoned pro like 
the first lady.

strength among Jews and white 
Catholics in the five boroughs and 
the surrounding suburbs, as well as 
his capacity to raise the $20 million 
needed for a statewide race, has 
already pushed potential Demo­
cratic challengers such as Housing 
and Urban Development Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo, State Comptroller 
H Carl McCall and environmental 
lawyer Robert Kennedy Jr. to the 
sidelines. With a paucity of well- 
funded candidates ready to run

tint" will be superceded by a new 
identity as a protagonist in a con­
test for the Senate. Mrs. Clinton's 
credentials as a partner in the Dttle 
Rock based Rose Law firm. « chair­
woman of the Children's Defense 
Fund, as first lady of Arkansas and 
of America can be political liabili­
ties in a heated campaign

Ironically, Republicans across 
the country are in the camp most 
enthusiastic about Mrs. Clinton’s 
candidacy For them, the real prize 
in 2000 is control of the House of 

 Representatives, which the
Democrats are in striking distance 

Unlike her husband winninK with ciinton nm- umiKe net nusoana, New Yodt not be
able to campaign for Democrats in 
other states and will be forced to 
raise money for herself rather than 
for Democratic candidates else­

 where. Most importantly, she will
not have sufficient time to devote 
to defeating the Republicans on the 

,  House Judiciary Committee who
against Mr. Giuliani, Democratic Clinton'a candidacy. By autumn of tried to convict her husband 
leaders are falling over themselves 2000. there will certainly be a Mrs. Clinton's biggest challenge 

‘ '’-a—.................................  ■ ]

ton cannot count on the Jewish
_  , vote. Unlike her husband, who has

hand After years of watching a visceral attachment to Jews and 
women win senatorial and guber- “ '* *
notorial posts in other states, per­
haps New York can finally join Cal­
ifornia, Maine, Washington, Texas
and Maryland in sending a woman
to the Senate

Of course, there are Liabilities to 
a Clinton candidacy that have noth­
ing to do with presidential scandal
woes. No one could do more to unite
the state’s fractious Republicans
sects than Mrs. Clinton The
prospect will compel the Conserva­
tive Party to quietly go along with
the Republican nominee. gvet).if
Mr Giuliani ran on both rhe Repub­
lican and Liberal lines. Further­
more, the Independence Party,
which provided Charles Schumer
with approximately 200,000 votes
in fus victorious 1998 Senate Wd,
might also support Mr Giuliani.
.And though a card carrying liberal 
like Mrs. Clinton would certainly
energize New York City voters, her
ideological credentials would also
have the opposite effect of mbbilix-
ing upstate Republicans, who
stayed home in 1998, to vote against
such a Democratic icon in 2000
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Pholo by Svliomon Sabro

“Well, I think that it will be in the long-term interest 
of the Middle East for Palestine to be a state.”

-Hillary Oinion, New York Times ■ May 7,1998
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PM-NY--Mrs. Clinton New York, Bjt,0563
Democrats: Hillary may not decide until summer or fall

Eds: Moving on state news and political wires
By MARC HUMBERT= AP Political Writer=

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) A decision by Hillary Rodham Clinton on running for the 
Senate seat from New York probably won't come until this summer, and may even 
have to wait until the fall, according to some well-connected Democrats. 

"It's going to be a slow process,'' one Democrat, who has spoken 
regularly to Mrs. Clinton and requested anonymity, said Thursday.

Meanwhile, one of the state's top Democrats who is advising Mrs. Clinton 
about her possible Senate campaign says he thinks, in part because of her 
lengthy deliberations, that she will run.

"I think she wants to do it ... My prediction as of this time would be 
that she's running,'' state Comptroller H. Carl McCall told Albany's WAMC-FM 
radio in an interview broadcast Wednesday night.

"This is somebody who has had to be No. 2. She has had to be the 
supporting actress in this whole drama with her husband,'' McCall added. 
"Now, she can be out front. She can be on her own. I think that's what is 
ultimately driving her.''

One adviser to a prominent New York Democrat who has met with Mrs. Clinton 
in recent days said, on condition of anonymity, that ''the decision may not 
come until the summer or even the fall. Those are the vibes we are getting.''

Another well-connected New York Democrat, also requesting that he not be 
identified, said the expectation was that the first lady wouldn't make a 
decision until this summer, at the earliest, about running for the seat being 
vacated by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

While the politicians played guessing games, an answer from Mrs. Clinton 
did not appear imminent. Spokeswoman Marsha Berry said the first lady is still 
"far away'' from any decision.

All Mrs. Clinton has said is that her decision will come "later this
year.''

Newly elected New York Sen. Charles Schumer, a fellow Democrat who met 
with Mrs. Clinton on Wednesday, said he had advised her ''to take some time'1 
before making her decision. He refused Thursday to discuss a possible 
timetable for a decision.

While McCall professed no inside knowledge about the first lady's plans, 
he said her series of meetings with New York Democrats and others about the 
race, and her apparent decision not to act quickly, led him to conclude she 
would run.

. "You only delay the decision when you're going to do it.
New York politician said. ''If you're not going to do it, you say so up front, 
like I did.''

McCall is one of several prominent New York Democrats who decided not to 
run for the Senate seat.

The comptroller said he will meet next week with Mrs. Clinton to discuss 
her possible entry into the race. She met last week with Moynihan and on 
Wednesday with Schumer and U.S. Rep. Nita Lowey of Westchester County, a 
potential Senate candidate if Mrs. Clinton doesn't run.

While McCall and other Democrats have said Lowey's candidacy could be hurt 
if Mrs. Clinton drags out the decision process and then doesn't run, the New 
York congresswoman said she isn't worried about that. Lowey has been traveling 
around the state and says her fund raising is going well.

McCall said that if the first lady does enter the race, and faces New York 
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, a Republican, ''it'll be a rough, nasty campaign, 
but she survives.''

Giuliani is also considering running for the Senate seat.

filed by:APE-(NY) on 02/26/99 at 00:36EST 
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UNDECIDED HILLARY WORTH THE 
WAIT TOME, $AY$ RUDY
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The Post reported earlier this month that 
Giuliani was so unhappy with having only 
$607,000 in his campaign accounts on Jan. 1 
that he fired two veteran fund-raisers.

Following his meeting with McConnell, 
Giuliani said he has five or six offers from 
congressmen to visit their districts to raise 
money.

"She has helped our fund-raising a great deal, 
so from my point of view, the longer she 
takes, the better - whichever way she 
decides," Giuliani said in an interview with 
MSNBC.

Giuliani and Mrs. Clinton each spent much of 
the day privately meeting with their party 
leaders in Washington about the prospects of 
running for the Senate seat being vacated by 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan next year.

Before huddling with Kentucky Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, who heads the Republican 
Senatorial Campaign Committee, Giuliani 
estimated the hype over the First Lady has 
given him a 25 to 30 percent increase in his 
fund-raising efforts.

Mayor Giuliani yesterday said the rampant 
talk of First Lady Hillary Clinton running for 
Senate in New York has given his own 
fund-raising a major boost - by as much as 30 
percent.

"There's a lot of national interest. It's received 
an unprecedented amount of attention so it 
has expanded our fund-raising schedule [and] 
capacity," the mayor said.

Click here for Online Shopping
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use it to increase fund-raising with the 
speculation out there that Hillary Clinton might 
run,” Giuliani said.
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"We were talking about how you could take 
advantage of the next couple of weeks and
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"I'm thinking very seriously about running for 
the Senate. I'm giving it a lot of thought and 
organizing," he told MSNBC.

Giuliani is holding a private fund-raiser during 
a visit to Miami Sunday at the home of a 
supporter, The Post learned.

The Jewish Week reports today that Mrs. 
Clinton held a private meeting with 25 rabbis 
in the White House on Monday where she 
addressed her controversial remarks last year 
advocating a Palestinian state.

It quoted the rabbis as saying she agreed with 
the administration position that Israel and the 
Palestinians have to negotiate statehood 
themselves. But her spokesman later said the 
First Lady's "personal position" favoring a 
Palestinian state remains unchanged.

While Mrs. Clinton remained mum about a 
Senate race, Giuliani inched closer to 
declaring his intentions.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Clinton held meetings with 
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. 
Robert Torricelli (D-N.J.) in the White House 
to talk about her own possible candidacy.

"I'm keeping the specifics of our meeting 
between she and I," Schumer said.



Earlier this week, the First Lady met with other New Yorkers.

Movers. Shakers
Give Advice to Hil

Schumer and Torricelli promised to talk to 
party activists and urge them to give Clinton 
time to decide.

Lowey, who has said she will not run for the scat being vacated by 
retiring Sen. Daniel Moynihan if Hillary Clinton seeks it. added. 
"We agreed that the top priority is keeping Sen. Moynihan's scat 
Democratic."

"This is the most important professional 
decision she will make, and it would be unfair to her, to New 
York and to the country for her to make a rush decision in a 
frenzied atmosphere," Schumer said.

The steady stream included Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Sen. 
Robert Torricelli (D-NJ.), Rep. Nita Lowey (D-Westchester), 
AFL-CIO President John Sweeney and Harold Ickes, a former 
aide to President Clinton who is the First Lady's key adviser on 
the potential race.

The First Lady indicated "this is all happening 
too quickly for her." and said she "needs time, 
so we're going to slow it down for her," one 
participant told the Daily News.

But Torricelli, who has all but sent a moving van to the White 
House, vowed to work "as hard as possible" as chairman of the 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee to recruit the First 
Lady to run.

WASHINGTON 
illary Rodham Clinton yesterday hosted another gaggle of 
politicians, advisers and labor officials at the White I louse 
to pick their brains about what it would take to run for a 

New York Senate seat.

By KENNETH R. BAZINET
Daily News Washington Bureau



But several rabbis said they thought she had reshaped her position.

Original Publication Date: 02/25/1999

With Thomas M. DeFrank,
Timothy J. Burger, Richard Sisk and Joel Siegel

She reportedly told the group that the issue should be left to Israel 
and the Palestinians to decide. Her spokeswoman Marsha Berry 
told the paper that her "personal position" favoring a Palestinian 
state remained unchanged.

including Andrew Cuomo and Moynihan's wife, Elizabeth. She 
also spoke with political organizers in New York and top party 
operatives in Washington, aides said.

"She spoke ... in terms agreeable to the ears that wanted to hear 
that — that she meant the parties will ultimately decide," said 
Orthodox Rabbi Albert Gabbai of Philadelphia.

"She excites a lot of interest, a lot of emotion," which would bring 
money pouring into her campaign coffers, Giuliani said, but her 
lightning-rod status "also makes it a lot easier to raise money" for 
Republicans, too.

N.Y. Jewish Week is reporting in today's edition that she 
appeared to back away from her controversial stance in meeting 
with 25 rabbis at the White House on Tuesday.

Mayor Giuliani — her would-be GOP opponent in a dream race 
— tackled the subject while in Washington yesterday.

One lightning-rod issue has been her past support for a Palestinian 
state.
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WHATS SHE THINKING? Hillary and Bill Clinton 
confer at a White House ceremony yesterday. ap

cent, more than double 
her lead in a Quinnipiac 
poll three weeks earlier.

“These numbers are 
awesome," said poll direc­
tor Maurice Carroll.

Giuliani said he was not 
concerned about the poll, 
which found Clinton with 
sky-high backing from 
women and city residents. 

“I think this is an issue 
of the difference of being a 
celebrity that is outside of 
politics and a celebrity 
that’s inside of politics,” 
Giuliani said

IB ■ m

‘Awesome’

Hillary polls 

pol pals on 

Senate bid
i: ^2/' o!
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ALBANY — First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
yesterday burned up the 
phone lines to New York 
supporters of her possible 
Senate candidacy, as a 
new poll showed her lead 
over Mayor Giuliani 
breaking wide open.

Clinton, who had an 
18-point lead over Giuli­
ani in a poll released yes­
terday, talked on the 
phone with Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan), who is 
pushing her to run, said 
Silver spokeswoman Pat­
ricia Lynch

Clinton and Silver dis­
cussed “issues and the po­
litical landscape” and 
made plans to speak 
again, Lynch said, refus­
ing to discuss more details

VW! .K VRAUR341 .YAOiMKlfW J COT 4fiOY WM

ilana
„
cratic members of the 
New York congressional 
delegation about the race, 
a source told The Post.

Sen. Charles Schumer is 
heading to the White 
House today to meet with 
the First Lady, but would 
not say what they 
planned to discuss.

The Senate poll by Qum- 
;e in Hamden,
I voters favor­

ing the First Lady over 
the mayor by 54 to 36 per­



Hil is GOP fund-raisers' target
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QutnmpittC College surveyed New York State residents who said they are
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RUDY vs. HILLARY FOR U.S. SENATE

MAYOR GIULIANI■r'

YESTERDAY

42%

IVCLINTON

YESTERDAY

54%

FEB. 3
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woman Marsha Berry shot 
down speculation that Clinton 
will announce her intentions 
at a March 3 appearance at the 
Democratic Women’s Leader­
ship Forum.

The First Lady, however, 
will continue reaching out to 
top New York Democrats, 
meeting today at the White 
House with Sen Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.). Yesterday, 
she called Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D Manhattan) 
to talk about the state’s “polit­
ical landscape,” an aide said.

A Quinnipiac College Poll n* 
leased yesterday says she 
would beat Mayor Giuliani. 
54% to 36%, doubling her state­
wide lead over Giuliani to 18 
points in the last four weeks.

Giuliani yesterday argued 
that the poll reflects “the dif­
ference between being a ce­
lebrity who is outside of poli­
tics and a celebrity who’s 
inside politics.”

With Tracey Tuily, 
Frank iMmbardi 

and Kenneth R. Bazinct

FEB. 3

51%

36*

registered voters The Feb. 3 poll hod 1.191 respondents and the Feb.
23 poll had 1.270 respondents. Both polls had a margin of error of pfus 
or minus 2.B percentage points.

i
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Roy said the possibility that 
Clinton will run for retiring Sen. 

. Daniel Moynihan s seat is galva- 
nizi ng GOP voters and donors, 

o, And because she ultimately 
g may opt out of the race to re- 

place the New York Democrat, 
Roy added, the GOP wants to 
“strike while the iron is hot” 

3 Meanwhile, a Clinton insid- 
o er insisted that she is serious 
“ about the U.S. Senate contest. 
>. “She wants to do it.” this 
S ally told the Daily News. 
® Clinton has even tacked on 
| an extra day to her New York 
§ trip next week. But spokes-

By TIMOTHY J. BURGER 
Daily News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Republi­
cans are gearing up to turn 
First Lady Hillary' Rodham 
Clinton into their newest 
fund-raising poster child.

The National Republican
Senatorial Committee already 

w is “developing a fund-raising 
$ script for telemarketing,” said

spokesman Stuart Roy. “I 
> think that we’ll have a script, 
=! probably this week.” 

caiH tho Twice"
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Hillary, Liddy

could face legal, 
ethical obstades

9

By Robert Schlesinger

and Elizabeth “Liddy" Dole.

with regards to candidate

the Center for Public have to provide escorts to

wj flasT ,7aTa

Would Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign have to pay die 
cost of a campaign trip? 

“The question becomes

LARGEST 
CIRCULATION

OF ANY 
CAPITOL HILL 
PUBLICATION ;

-

Integrity. “This country has her and provide transporta-
never been in this situation tion consistent with dieir re-

Unprecedented legal and before, so there are going to sponsibilities to provide se-
ethical questions could ere- be potential ethical situa- curity to the first family, and
ate unforseen obstacles for tions that have never before that the obligation would
die much-talked-about po- been encountered." certainly take precedent

Such situations would arise over whatever rules and reg-

&

'rrr -*t

li deal aspirations of first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton from seemingly mundane is- ulations the FEC [Federal 

sues like travel or the nature Election Commission] has 
Clinton’s possible Senate of die “job" of first spouse.

candidacy and Dole'sexpect- “Is the first lady going to travel," he said,
ed presidential candidacy take the shuttle to New York
have captivated Washington while she runs for Senate?’ 
and triggered endless specu- Lewis asked rhetorically,
lation on talk shows and in William Canfield, a 
news magazines. But cam- Republican election lawver whethercertaintripsarepo-
paign experts warn of myriad with Williams & Jensen, sug- litical versus official," said
problems that could plague gesled Mrs. Clinton could Mark Braden, a GOP elec-
bodi campaigns. run her own shuttle. tion lawyer with Baker &

“It is uncharted; that’s the “The Secret Service Hosteder. “Those are always 
bottom line," said ethics would indicate that as a mat- a bit of a pain and given the
watchdog Charles Lewis of ter of security, they would fact dial she will be using

I ■ CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Hillary, Liddy races could face obstacles
FF.C guidelines do specify that “a candi­

date who uses government conveyance or 
accommodations for travel which is cam­
paign-related’ must reimburse the govern­
ment at ‘the rate for comparable commer­
cial conveyance or accommodation.'

The bottom line. Stirton said, is that no 
one knows the answer yet. “Some of the 
questions, of course, would have to be an­
swered by the commission." he said.

Other questions arising include 
fundraising.

WTiile most election experts agree that 
Mrs. Clinton could raise cash in the per­
sonal residence of the White House, she 
could not do it in the rest of the building.

Ethics experts like Lewis and campaign 
finance reformers could t aise questions 
about why donors are giving. “You're go­
ing to draw money to you because of your 
celebrity and your position and the per­
ception of power." he said.

Canfield put it more bluntly. 
‘Some percentage of potential contrib­

utors would want to curry’ favor with her 
not so much because she’s the next sena­
tor from New York but because she's the 
spouse of the president," he said.

Even after election to the Senate, Mrs. 
Clinton could create unprecedented situa­
tions: Would she retain her Secret Senice 
protection? Senators running for presi­
dent have had Secret Service protection, 
but never for longer than a few months.

Asked if a senator having full-time 
Secret Senice protection would be un­
precedented. Senate Historian Richard 
Baker said, “It surely would. I always hate 
to say that, but it would."

Elizabeth Dole would also face a 
unique situation in a successf ul post-elec­
tion environment, and not just figuring 
out the title of the first spouse, former 
Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan.).

The former senator is currently special 
counsel at the high-powered lobbying 
and law firm of Verner, Liipfert, 
Bernhard, McPherson and 1 land. While 
he does not directly lobby for them, he is 
registered as a foreign agent with the 

Department ofjustice.
"The spouse of the president has never 

been a lawy er-lobbyist or been working for 
I a major law firm in Washington," Lewis 

said. “The presumption is dial upon her as­
suming power, Jan. 20,2001, he would re­
sign from the Verner, Liipfert law firm and 
do what other first spouses have done."

■ continued FROM page i of time several mon dis before the election,
government travel and not running for all travel is presumed to be politically relat- 
presidcnt brings it under some different ed and treated as such.
commission regulations... than die tradi- The question then arises of how those 
tional situation where the president is run- costs are calculated.
ning for reelection." “Everv lime the president, the incum-

The general rule, according to Braden bent, runs [for reelection ], we always get 
and other election experts, is that, if both questions about costs," said FEC’ 
campaigning and official duties occur on a spokesman Ian Stirton, who pointed out 
trip, the campaign has to pick up the that the campaigns “obviously don’t reim-
whole tab, minus the cost of any persons burse the cost of running Air Force One," 
required by law or security reasons to go but rather the cost of a first-class ticket, 
along, like Secret Service agents. “The amazing thing is the government

C. Boyden Gray, White House counsel does end up getting reimbursed at far less 
under President George Bush, noted that than the cost" of die travel, noted one cam­
in a presidential election, at a certain point paign finance expert

Gray, the former White House counsel 
now widi Wilmer, Cuder & Pickering, not­
ed that, when Samuel Skinner became 
Bush s chief of staff. “Mrs. Skinner had to 
cut back rather dramatically in the work 
she could do in her law fii m."

“There are problems there, no ques­
tion," Gray said."... Fliey're workable, but 
you have to attend to them."

Ron Shaiko, associate professor of gov­
ernment at .American University and an 
expert on lobbying, noted that then- an­
no legal requirements.

‘Certainly there'd he a potential con­
flict of interest w here he would be provid­
ing strategic assistance, as he puts it, for a 
client with business in front of the federal 
goveniment," Shaiko said. “My guess is he 
would try to finesse the situation by de­
scribing himself not as a lobbyist but as a 
lawyer with client and that he’s not look­
ing to defend causes before the govern­
ment. Whether that's true or not is a dif­
ferent story."

Jan Baran, a GOP election lawyer at 
Wiley, Rein & Fielding, noted the deci­
sion will be more political dian legal.

‘The income of the spouse would be 
reportable, so a working first person 
would have their income divulged on the 
president’s personal financial disclosure 
report, and that would presumably raise 
potential conflict issues," he said, noting 
that all clients paving more than $5,000 
in fees would be listed on the report. 
“That would disclose what kind of lobby­
ing is being done, potentially, and that 
would be a source of public debate and 
speculation, the type of speculation I 
think that most political families try to 

avoid."
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Hillary, get the lead out
M

EDITORIAL

These skeptics also question whether she has the sta­
mina to endure a bruising election campaign. The New 
York media does not observe the Marquis of 
Queensberry rules. Nor do New York politicians.

Ms Clinton’s entire career will be grist for the [ K>litical 
mills. Dtjes she n-ally want a rehash of Whitewater, 
Travelgate, Filegate, and her role at die Rose Law Finn? 
Does she want to defend her n>le as her husband's enabler, 
not to mention all the statements she’s made on 
Writewater, including those dial led New York Times 
columnist William Safne to declare het ‘a congenital liar?”

If elected, she would lie a Senate freshman, one of 
100, a role that many ex-govemors find frustrating, let 
alone the former co-occupant of the White House. She 
is guaranteed to be a media darling, but her clout inside 
the institution would be minimal.

Of coutse, a 1 lillary Senate campaign would signify 
that she had bigger fish to fry. Her monumental ambi­
tion surely would lead her to contemplate a race for the 
White I louse. That could lead to some interesting rami­
fications:

Bill Clinton for first spouse.

txetl emotions. That sums up the view of New 
York Democrats over I lillary Clinton's delilier- 
ations on whether to seek the Senate seat be­

ing vacated by Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D).
The first lady fueled speculation by saying that she 

was “gratified by die large number of people” who have 
urged her to make die race. “Until now, 1 have not been 
able to do so," she said, “but 1 will give careful thought 
to a potential candidacy in order to reach a decision lat­
er this year."

While die deliberates, the New York Democrats' 

Seriate race is on hold, with monei'and resources un- 
asailable toother contenders, asTlie Hill's Robert 
Schlesinger noted in die Feb. Sedition. Ms. Clinton 
should get the lead out, anti make her decision promptly.

New York Democrats think that the worldly, articu­
late, socially committed first lady would make a superb 
candidate. Indeed, the nomination is hers for the ask­
ing. But some think that she is merely toying with them 
and has no real desire to make the race. I let top priority 
after vacating the White House, they believe, will be to 
find a line of work dial will fill the family's coffers.
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Editorial

A slightly open letter 
to Hillary Clinton

By WILBERT A. TATUM
Publisher Emeritus & Chairman of the Board

We are sure there is no question in your mind that 
Blacks and whites in this city love you - indeed adore you 
- because you represent the big sister that many of us 
never had and the political genius that we have not had in 
this city and state in years and years. You are soft and 
warm and tough and mean. Indeed, you promote what any 
one of us in his or her own mind has wanted to happen in 
this city. And it might as well be in the Senate here in New 
York or the presidency of the United States. Except for 
your fondness and attachment to Vice Pres. Al Gore, we 
cannot believe that you could possibly be disloyal enough 
to go up against him, although we wish you would. We do 
believe that with the open door that you have gotten from 
the Democratic Party in New York State and from Black 
and white people all over the state, you can win the Senate 
seat in New York, and it does not matter who runs. Al 
D’Amato may be smart enough to run again; if that is the 
case and Giuliani decides to run as well, the walk to the 
United States Senate should be a cakewalk for you. And 
there is enough death-wishing in the Democratic Party for 
them to create a scenario that would allow you to win. You 
have not yet answered the call for your candidacy, and we 
agree it is too early for you to do so. All we wish to do is to 
let you know that we of the Black community stand 
foursquare behind you, and the victory for you will be all 
the sweeter if your opponent is Giuliani, who has no busi­
ness going anywhere in America.
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There is something familiar about the Hillary- 
mania that has overtaken the media. By virtue of 
her announcement that she is officially thinking 
about whether to run for the Senate from New York, 
Mrs. Clinton has gotten herself on the cover of both 
Time and Newsweek. She was the obsession of 
almost all the talking heads in Washington on 
Sunday and probably half the Saturday night dinner 
parties in New York City.

It was February 1993 all over again, when the 
First Lady became chairwoman of the Clinton 
Administration’s task force on health care. Mrs. 
Clinton made the cover of Newsweek then, was 
reported to be a better newsstand attraction than 
Princess Diana, and made a much-discussed call on 
Senate leaders that left everyone burbling dutifully 
about her intelligence and knowledge of policy. 
"She’s sharp, she’s on the ball and I can’t tell you 
what a real pleasure it is ... to be able to sit there 
and talk about your concerns with her and call her 
Hillary,’’ reported Howard Metzenbaum of Ohio.

The health care plan’s ignominious end, Travel­
gate, Filegate and other first-term disasters made 
it apparent that mixing the roles of First Lady and 
Administration strategist/lightning rod was not 
easy. For many people, the Idea of Hillary Clinton 
for Senate is attractive just because it could allow 
her to untangle herself from the political side of her 
marriage and compete for a power base that is all 
her own.

Many women might ante up a campaign contri­
bution just in the hopes of seeing Mrs. Clinton sworn 
in on the day that her husband becomes unem­
ployed. She has spent her adult life mainly in the 
role of supportive wife — albeit in a very modem 
version of that part. If the President announces that 
it Is now Hillary’s turn to shine, and his to take on
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live elections in New York are exhausting, high-1 
pressure affairs in which relatively minor mistakes 
can flare into crises for untested candidates. That 
was part of the message delivered by Mayor Ru­
dolph Giuliani In his weekend attack on Mrs. Clin­
ton’s endorsement of Palestinian statehood. The 
Mayor was saying, with typical subtlety: We’d love 
to have you play tennis with us. Here’s how hard we 
hit the ball — when we’re warming up.

Hillary Clinton is, at this stage, the potential 
candidate that Geraldine Ferraro wanted to be — a 
celebrity-icon so powerful that her entrance into the 
race would unleash a flood of campaign contribu­
tions and a respectful retreat by other potential 
Democratic candidates. Mrs. Clinton can learn 
from Ms. Ferraro's errors. These days, nobody 
captures an open Senate seat in New York simply 

* by showing up. At least, no one has done it yet.

i

• ..I1

the jobs of campaign cheerleader and family bread­
winner, even many of the couple’s critics would ; 
agree it is about time. i

At this early stage in the political season, our ■ 
only interest is in encouraging races that will be 
competitive and enlightening for the voters. Any 
race involving so well known, knowledgeable and 
polarizing a figure as Mrs. Clinton would fill those 
requirements. But if she does decide to run, she will 
be giving up some of the insulation and deference 
that go with being a resident of the White House. 
Her policy speeches will-have to become more 
focused, her relations with the press more open. Her 
adversarial attitude toward the media might be 
understandable for a First Lady whose marriage 
has been under such intense and embarrassing 
scrutiny, but as a Senate candidate she would be 
expected to be available, and to answer the ques­
tions put to her.

The New York media may sometimes get more 
credit for feistiness than they deserve, but competi-
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The Carpetbagger, 1964

By Ronnie Eldridge
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Ronnie Eldridge, a member of the 
New York City Council, was a Demo­
cratic district leader during Robert
Kennedy’s Senate campaign

nedy to run for the seat against the 
incumbent. Senator Kenneth Keating, 
a moderate Republican. But at first 
Kennedy resisted. There was a

ly the case In the beginning he was 
disliked more passionately than any 
candidate I can recall

In 1964, the reform movement in 
the Democratic Party was quite 
strong in Manhattan There was a 
great rivalry between the East and 
West Sides. East Siders were more 
conservative and interested in pro­
cedural reform West Siders were 
impetuous and liberal. Members of 
both camps were wary of Kennedy 
because he seemed too close to old- 
time party bosses like Carmine De 
Sapio, the Tammany leader.

At the time, the state party was in 
sad shape The county leaders con­
trolled the nominating conventions, 
and there were no statewide prima­
ries All the top elected officials in the

was excited when Robert 
Kennedy came to New York to 
run for the Senate in 1964. 1 
thought he was smart, young, 
compassionate — and new.

Today, as people speculate
on whether Hillary Rodham Clinton 
will run for the Senate from New 
York, we re hearing many myths 
about Robert Kennedy’s campaign 35 
years ago. One is that he took New 
York by acclamation That was hard-

state were Republicans John Eng­
lish, the dynamic Nassau County 
leader who helped John Kennedy in 
1960, tried to persuade Robert Ken-

New York wasn't 
exactly swept 

away by R.F.K.

chance he would be the running mate 
of President Lyndon Johnson, who 
was a shoo-in for re-election. In June 
1964. the leading Democratic Senate 
candidate was still Samuel Stratton, 
a member of the House of Represent­
atives from upstate.

Finally in August, Kennedy de­
cided to run. More and more of us on 
the West Side were thrilled, because 
we thought his candidacy would bring 
aggressive leadership to a dull and 
unimaginative party But not many 
people I knew agreed with us

The many reform Democrats on 
the East Side were still suspicious of 
Kennedy and opposed his candidacy. 
They thought he was ruthless and 
unprincipled. And they knew that if 
he was elected, Mayor Robert Wag­
ner would be displaced as the head of 
the state party Kennedy was called a 
carpetbagger. He was attacked as 
the candidate of the bosses. The New 
York Times and The Herald Tribune 
both suggested he run elsewhere.

Then, in late August, a few days 
before the nominating convention. 
Mayor Wagner announced he would 
support Kennedy. But Sam Stratton 
said he was still a candidate, and 
many reform Democrats supported 
him.

The night before the convention, 
Kennedy met with the reform dele­
gates in a large, beautiful apartment 
in the Beresford at 81st Street and 
Central Park West. 1 remember 
walking into the foyer and seeing a 
large painting of President Kennedy 
Some of us wondered what Robert 
Kennedy would think.

When Kennedy arrived, he was 
very shy. He looked down at the floor. 
He spoke briefly, and in a quiet voice. 
He spoke about his brother. It was a 
polite but unfriendly group Everyone 
was a little uncomfortable, and not 
many people changed their minds 
Kennedy had the West Side reform­
ers on his side, and us alone.

But the next day he got the nomina­
tion. thanks to party bosses like 
Charles Buckley in the Bronx and 
Peter Crotty in Buffalo, whom we 
opposed. The East Side Democrats 
were not impressed. Afterward, when 
the Kennedys had a lavish reception 
for the delegates at the McAlpin Ho­
tel on West 34th Street, they had to 
invite strangers off the street to fill 
the place. A Democrats for Keating 
committee was formed.

The campaign was difficult but the 
Johnson landslide helped Even 
though Kennedy got two million few­
er votes in New York than Johnson 
did, he received 55 percent of the 
tally. Some people continued to dis­
like him. But he went on to become 
the best senator I’ve ever seen. 
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Written from slaff and wire reports

writer William Booth 
contributed to this report.

N.Y. SENATE RACE: Gov George 
Patakl apparently doesn’t think 
much of first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s considering a run for the 
Senate seat that Democrat Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan Is vacating in 2000. 
’There are 18 million hard-working 
New Yorkers. 1 think we can find a 
New Yorker who can do the job for 
us," the Republican governor said. 
Clinton was bom In Illinois and has 
spent most of her adult life in Arkan­
sas and Washington. D.C.

Pataki to HRC: Back Off

New York Gov George E. 
Pataki (R) on the possibility of 
t irst lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton—raised in Illinois, 
king-time resident of 
Arkansas—running for the 
Senate from New York: 

"My opinion is that there are 
IH inillion hard-working New 
Yorkers. I think we can find a 
New Yorker who can do the job 
for us.”

Meanwhile, one of Clinton’s 
Strongest supporters. Sen. 
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.), 
sought to damp down the media 
Frenzy. "Mrs. Clinton and all the 
people around her would like this 
all to cool down a little bit.... 
She needs a little time to think 
about this," Schumer said.
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Richard Cohen

The Untouchables

None of the rules

of political gravity

apply to the

Clintons. They just

float above

everything.

are now.

gave it only a glancing mention. As 
for the Sunday talks, it seemed 
they all did Hillary and the Senate 
race. Was the purported rape men­
tioned? Not that I can tell from the 
morning papers. The matter appar­
ently never comes up. It is, as I

If I told you that the woman had 
kept a sex-stained dress, you would 
have called me deranged, a per­
verted pundit. No one does that. 
Indeed, when I first heard of the 
dress, I rejected it as the body does 
someone else’s organ, and then, 
after reports of it initially faded, I 
thought 1 must have dreamed it 
But then it came back—and so did 
reports about Yasser Arafat kept 
waiting, and chats with congress­
men while Clinton was... You can 
look any of this up. But you could 
not make any of this up.

4k 
suggested before, staggering.

Here is a president who has been 
like no other. If I told you three 
years ago—even two years ago— 
that the president was having sex 
in the Oval Office with a young 
intern, you would not have be­
lieved me. In fact, I would not have 
believed it myself. The rumors, I 
thought, were the work of his 
worst enemies—crazies, mentally 
unstable. And yet, look where we 

Back in 1993. Sen. Daniel Pat­
rick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) coined the 
phrase “defining deviancy down." 
Since then, everyone has used it for 
his own purposes, as I will for 
mine. I refer to the recent story 
that back in Arkansas some 20 
years ago. Bill Clinton raped a 
woman named Juanita Broaddrick. 
The story was reported by the Wall 
Street Journal on Friday, The 
Washington Post on Saturday and, 
by Sunday, had sunk without a 
trace. It is one thing to define 
deviancy down. It's another thing 
to obliterate it entirely.

This, apparently, is what Bill 
Clinton has managed to do. I am 
not, mind you, passing judgment 
on the veracity of the rape charge, 
although Broaddrick's story has 
many compelling details and was 
sound enough to the editors of two 
important newspapers. I am simply 
observing that there is something 
about the Clintons—both the pres­
ident and Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton—that is more than merely 
unprecedented or controversial. 
None of the rules of political gravi­
ty apply to them. They just float 
above everything.

Take the rape charge. It is 
that—get it? I feel I have to empha­
size it The president of the United 
States is accused of raping a wom­
an back when he was attorney 
general of Arkansas. An account of 
this alleged rape ran on Page 1 of 
The Washington Post. Get it? Page 
One! The Washington Post! Do 
you want to know what happened 
next? Nothing.

No. That’s not entirely true. 
Both Newsweek and Time ran 
cover stories on Hillary Clinton 
and whether she would run for the 
Senate from New York state, 
rime’s main piece never reported 
the rape charge, although a sepa­
rate article did, and Newsweek 

On a given day, I feel sorry for 
WUliam Bennett, the indignantly 
affluent moralist. He finds just 
about everything immoral, and yet, 
poor man, he must live in a society 
that finds nothing immoral. How 
can it be, he must wonder, that’ 
with every outrage, Clinton rises 
higher and higher in the polls? The 
rape charge ought to put Clinton 
alxiut where Roosevelt was for 
ending the Great Depression and 
beating the Axis powers. Hello? 
Any other victims out there?

With the Clintons, the prepos­
terous becomes pedestrian. Now 
Mrs. Clinton seems about to run 
for the Senate from New York, a 
state where she has never lived and 
where the entire Democratic Par­
ty, in the style of the Gambino 
family, has told other candidates to 
forget about running. The job’s 
been filled. At first reports of this, I 
scoffed—until a Clinton intimate 
upbraided me and said a Senate 
race was under active consider­
ation.

How could this be? The first lady 
will still be the first lady. How will 
she campaign? Where will she live? 
Will she and her husband, the al­
leged rapist, campaign together? If 
she wins, will Tipper Gore sink into 
a depression? I mean, imagine wait­
ing eight years to become first lady 
and the former first lady not only 
doesn’t leave town but becomes a 
senator from the Empire State—the 
former first lady, the current sena­
tor, the someday president A White 
House in exile. Where would you 
rather go for dinner?

The Clintons play by no rules. 
Ihey have vanquished outrage. 
They are compulsively compelling, 
an entertainment, an addiction 
and—about this no one will ar­
gue—the peddlers of false bro­
mides. It takes more than a village. 
It takes chutzpah.
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Hillary hits Apple’s core in April

r FLASHES: Saving 
Private Ryan went 
over the $200 mil­
lion mark this week­
end, becoming the 
biggest money-mak­
er yet for 4-year-old 
DreamWorks. Ste­
ven Spielberg and 
star Tom Hanks 
will have nice pay­
days with their 
deals, and of course 
Paramount gets 

about half the bounty. ... Jen­
nifer Aniston's character, Ra­
chel, on Friends gets a job de­
signing for Polo Ralph Lauren, 
reports Women’s Wear Daily.

VIPS: Robin Williams is a 
popular presenter. He’ll be 
seen on the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards show March 7 

(airing on TNT), as well as on 
the Academy Awards March 
21. Williams returned from 
boosting Patch Adams in Tokyo 
to see his movie zip past the 
$100 million mark.

This comes in the face of 
many critical thumbs down on 
the red-nosed doc tale. The 
New Yorker's David Denby 
went so far as to say the “most 
brilliant standup comic of his 
generation* has become a 
“heartwarming faker ... fun­
neling counterculture mush 
through New Age mush."

But audiences seem to care 
as little for critics as Clinton 
fans do for the media. They 
love Robin — just as they do 
Kevin in Message in a Bottle 
and Mel in Payback, neither 
critical faves.

Now in new' manager Mi­
chael Ovitz's comer, Williams 
has Jakob the Liar due in Octo­
ber (another feel-good Holo­
caust story). In March, he plays 
a robot in Bicentennial Man 
with director Chris Columbus.

More SAG presenters: Tom 
Hanks, Jack Nicholson, Kim 
Basinger, David Duchovny, 
Angelina Jolie, Noah Wyle, 
Matthew Perry, Matt Le- 
Blanc, John Forsythe, Helen 
Hunt and Jaclyn Smith.

Jeannie
Wiliams
News* Views

Who knows whether Hillary 
Rodham Clinton will have 
made up her mind about run­
ning for the Senate by April 19, 
but she has a big date in the Big 
Apple that day.

The first lady will 
be a presenter at 
the Matrix Awiards, 
prestigious prizes 
for women in com­
munications. If she 
has any announce­
ment, she’ll have a 
great forum, with 
VIPs including Ka­
tie Couric, to whom 
she’ll present the 
broadcasting award; 
Meryl Streep, re­
ceiving an award 
from director Mike 
Nichols; and Hous­
ing and Urban De­
velopment Secre­
tary Andrew 
Cuomo (not run­
ning for the Senate).

Oh, yes: Add Donna Hano­
ver, whose hubby. New York 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, is the 
other half of the potential Sen­
ate race that has political talk 
shows salivating. The photo to 
get at the Waldorf event Hilla­
ry and Donna together.

If you believe New Jersey

Sen. Bob Torricelli, Mrs. Clin­
ton also could be apartment­
shopping. He said Sunday on 
Meet the Press that the Clin­
tons have decided to move to 

New York post­
White House. That 
was news to the 
Clintons’ staff, who 
said Monday no 
such announcement 
has been made.

This column appears 
Tuesday through Friday

-Ji



Will Hillary double-cross Al?
A

Correctness, which demands that people 
lose (heir jobs or be otherwise punished for

one asks.
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A dangerous document
The most dangerous document alive L 

America today is the Doctrine of Political
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A failure to communicate
Longtime friends Gene and Mary 

Culpepper spent most of their adult lives in 
T^xas, then retired a few years ago to 
Arkadelphia, where Mary has relatives

Mary has strong political views, and 
when the Senate failed to convict Clinton, 
she started flying her American fl ag upside 
down. Asked why, she said, "Flying the flag 
upside down is a signal of distress, ano 1 
think the country is in distress ’’

All went well until an Arkadelphia 
lawyer put a note on the Culpeppers’ door 
chastising them for showing disrespect for 
the flag He put his phone number on the 
note.

Mary called and gave him ar. earful for 
his shir on her patriotism Somewhere in 
the conversation, she said she might tri Ik to 
me about the incident
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offending some minority group or another
No apology is strong enough io expiate 

this sin. If the minority group rises up'in 
protest, the miscreant's First Amendment 
rights are abrogated, and punishment fal­
lows

It's bad enough when an actual racial 
slur, however unintentional, is involved. 
The Doctrine of Political Correctness will 
get you even if you intended to praise thfe 
minority group in question. ’ •

It will also punish you if no slur is in­
volved, but somebody thinks there was. 
David Howard, director of constituent ser­
vices for Washington's mayor, said he woyld 
be niggardly with his budget TWo of his mi­
nority employees were offended, evpn 
though niggardly, which means miserly, has 
no connection to the word nigger. Howard 
resigned

Mayor Anthony Williams said he did the 
right thing

This story turns out well. There was a 
backlash and Howard was rehired. When 
common sense took hold, hardly anybody 
thought he should lose his job because his 
ignorant employ ees did not know tlie mean 
ingot niggardly.

s expected, the potential candidacy 
of Hillary Clinton for the Senate in
New York dominated both political 

news and the talk shows over the weekend, 
and Hillary made the covers of both Time 
and Newsweek

Never has a political campaign that rosy 
never come to pass generated such hype

An interesting new angle was injected 
into the hullabaloo over the weekend when 
several talk show guests speculated that 
Hillary wouldn't run for the Senate unless 
she intends to run for president somewhere 
down the line

Nobody suggested that she would dou­
ble-cross Al Gore and run for president this 
year, although she might run if Gore stum­
bles in tlie early primaries. Democrats hare 
cause for concern about a Gore candidacy. 
Polls show him losing to either George W. 
Bush or Elizabeth Dole if the election were 
held now.

The same polls indicated that Hillary 
would beat her most likely opponent. New 
York Gov. George Pataki

Pataki got a lot of exposure, and he said 
essentially the same thing each time he was 
interviewed. He would look forward to a 
race against Hillary because he likes a good 
fight.

Hillary, of course, did not volunteer for 
the talk shows. She is spending most of her 
time closeted with advisers. With one of 
those, New York Sen Pat Moynihan, she 
studied New York election trends

Strangely, the least enthusiastic Denio 
crat was Bill Clinton He said he would sup 
port her in whatever she wants to do but 
that it is too early to be talking about a can 
didacy now

His comments about Hillary’s future 
were made deadpan

The idea of Bill as Mr. Hillary Clinton is 
a little mind boggling

An ugly little rumor floated around 
Washington at week's end, namely that 
Hillary is flirting with the New York Senate­

race to take the medial minds off im 
peachment The rumor doesn’t have the 
nng of truth, but if it were true, the ploy has 
been wildly successful.

I was surprised by the number of folks 
who treated tlie latest sexual charge against 
Clinton as the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth The allegation that he 
raped a woman when he was Arkansas at­
torney general also lacks the ring of truth.

The so-called experts seemed to take it 
as a foregone conclusion that Judge Susan 
Webber Wright will hold Clinton in con­
tempt of court for lying in his deposition in 
the Paula Jones case At last report, she 
seemed to be waiting for someone to ask 
her to do it She can do it on her own if no

The lawyer, hearing the word Starr, 
seems to have thought she was talking 
about Kenneth Starr

“I don't care if he does investigate me." 
he said. •'

Mary was puzzled by the fellow's c<)n 
duct. i.

’ After all, 1 didn’t bum the flag," sjie 
said
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HILLARY CLINTON'S most likely opponent in a race for the Senate has given a 
warning of the rough reception awaiting her in New York by indicating that he 
would put her views on a Palestinian state at the heart of a ferocious campaign.

After the impeachment trial, with President Clinton's political position 
secure but the end of his term of office in sight, excitement over his wife's 
possible public career has reached fever pitch with both Time and Newsweek 
putting her on their covers this week. But Rudolph Giuliani, the Mayor of New 
York, has jumped quickly to position himself for the fight, denouncing Mrs 
Clinton's public comment that Palestinians should have their own state as "a 
very big mistake". He added: "If she's the candidate, obviously it would be an 
issue and it would be one that people would have to explore."

Mr Giuliani has yet to commit himself to running for the seat being vacated 
by Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the veteran Democrat, but is tipped to be the 
Republican candidate. While Mrs Clinton's supporters claim that she would be 
unbeatable, Mr Giuliani said he would be more likely to run if she did. "It 
would be the most focused-on race in the country," he said.

BODY:
Giuliani attacks Mrs Clinton for her views on Palestine state, writes Damian 

Whitworth.

Such sharp criticism before either side has even declared its candidature 
suggests that the man who cleaned up the streets of Manhattan is relishing the 
chance of getting his hands dirty if Mrs Clinton steps on his turf. Ed Koch, the 
former New York Mayor, said it "shows you how low a blow he is willing to 
strike".

Mrs Clinton caused a furore last year when she said it was in the "long­
term interests of the Middle East for Palestine to be a state". This departed 
from the White House line that statehood is a matter for Israelis and
Palestinians to work out. Mr Clinton's spokesman had to say he did not share his 
wife's view and she ignored questions on the subject when she visited Israel, 
Gaza and the West Bank in December. "By one of the most influential people in 
the Clinton Administration saying 'Palestinian state', in essence you have given 
that away without being able to shape it, and you basically side with the 
Palestinians against the Israelis," Mr Giuliani said.

Mr Clinton has said he thinks she would be a "terrific" senator, but has 
warned her to take time to think about it. She would face fierce treatment from 
the New York press as well as her political opponents. There is also a feeling 
that much of her popularity can be put down to sympathy over the ordeal of her 
husband's unfaithfulness. Senior Republicans believe that, despite her high 
ratings, she is a polarising force, loved and loathed in equal measure.

Nevertheless, Mrs Clinton will be heartened that 62 per cent of those Jewish 
voters opposing her view said it would not be enough in itself to make them vote 
against her. Mrs Clinton said last week that she was seriously considering 
running but a final decision was months away.

He said the result would be close, dismissing a Time/CNN poll that suggested 
that Mrs Clinton was favoured by 52 per cent to his 43 per cent. The poll also 
indicated that 43 per cent of respondents agreed with Mrs Clinton's views on a

Palestinian state, 24 per cent disagreed and 32 were unsure. Of the large Jewish 
population in New York, half disagreed with her view.
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Illinois, said that even as a person familiar 
with tough Chicago politics, Tm not sure 
why anybody from Illinois wants to stick 
their nose in New York politics."

Giuliani said he had no intention of 
attacking Hillary Clinton over her husband’s 
impeachment, which lie opposed, or accus­
ing her of being a carpetbagger who doesn't 
live in New York.

But when asked on ABC about the first 
lady’s statements last year that she favored 
an independent Palestinian slate, he said he 
agreed with the White House position that 
the status of Palestinian-controlled lands are 
to be negotiated. “Mrs. Clinton is out there 
much more heavily favoring the Palestin­
ians," he said.

f

I‘.

One Democrat who expressed enthusi­
asm for Clinton's candidacy was Rep. Nila 
M. Lowey (N.Y.). whose decision on wheth­
er to enter the senatorial race has lieen put 
on hold because of tlie first lady’s possilile 
entry. “Hillaiy Clinton is in a very special , 
class of her own,” l-owey said on CNN and 
Fox.

D’Amato. who lost his New York Senate 
seat last November to Sen. Charles E. 
Schumer (IYN.Y.). said Republicans aren’t 
afraid of a Clinton candidacy and are “actual­
ly relishing the battle."

Asked on Fox whether he would consider 
running. I)’Amato said it was "very tempt 
ing.” He said it would be a race that those 
who enjoy politics "kind of salivate over."
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First lady Hillary’ Rodham Ointon’s repu­
tation for toughness and |iolitical smarts w ill 
lx- put to a full test if she decides to run for a 
New York Senate seat, politicians from both 
parties said yesterday.

FomuT senator Alfimse D’Amato (R- 
N.Y.), a ixMential rival for the seat being 
vacated by retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (IYN.Y.). said Republicans "are 
actually relishing the battle."

New York’s mayor, Rudolph W. Giuliani, 
said a ran by Die first lady would give him an 
incentive to seek the Republican nomina­
tion. "Starting oil from the underdog posi­
tion would probably lx- a gixxl thing, from 
my point of view,” Giuliani said on CNN’s 
“Late Edition.”

1 With the impeachment over and Gm- 
gress not yet back in full gear, the possibility 
of a Clinton-Giuliani rail' in New York was a 
irajor topic on yesterday’s television talk 
shows and is the cover story for Time and 
Newsweek this week.

Former New York mayor Ed Koch (I)) 
predicted that Clinton would win. but on 
CBS's "Face the Nation* said "ItU be a 
tough fight. It won’t be a win in a walk.”

Republicans differed on the outcome but 
agnxxi it would he close.

Clinton has said she is talking to peopk* 
atxiut running and has not made up her 
mind. President Clinton has said his wife 
would make a gtxxl senator and he would 
support whatever decision she makes.

Weighing against a run is New York’s 
notoriety far expensive, noholdsbarred neg­
ative ixiliticking. House Speaker J. Dennis 
Hastert (R), like Hillary Clinton a native of
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visiting Pnughkee|»ie and Syracuse, or patiently 
answering questions about Whitewater or her hus-

uni
selves on Monica Lewinsky are sud­
denly buzzing about Senator Hillary. 
“I think that everyone is enjoying 
keeping this story line going." 
George Slephano|xiulos said on 
ABC. CNN’s Wolf Blitzer said “some 
serious people out there” want her Io 
lie Vice President Gore’s running 
male in 2000. Weekly Standard Edi 
lor Bill Kristol said that if she wins, 
du- will be a genuine presidential 

p&sibility in 2004 or 2008."
"Run. Hillary, Run!" says the New 

RepubHc. MSNBC posed the ques 
lion: "Hillary’s Run: Senator Clin 
ion—or President ClintiHi, the Se­
quel?" Al D’Amato kicked around the 
idea on “Nightline" On "litis Week" 
yesterday. Giuliani was slwdowlxtx- 
ing. res[x>nding to issues that the first 
lady might use against him. On 
Meet Ute I’rcss." Sens. Robert Torri­

celli (DNJ.) ami Mitch McConnell 
(RKy.) debated the controversies 
(hat Hillary Clinton would face. New 
York Times columnist William Satire 
wonrlcred whrthcr she was “peaking 
too soon ’—a first for someone who 
has not spoken a w ord about her 
ephemeral candidacy.

The trial hall<x>n was first flatted 
Jan. 3. when Tim Russert said on 
“Meet the Press": “Here’s a little 
mini bombshell. Sen. Roliert Ton i 
celli of New Jo sey... told me More 
the program that if he had to guess, 
he believes (hat Hillary Rodham 
Clinton will run for the I Initial States 
Senate scat from New York.’

The balloon gained altitude as the 
first lady’s office reftisi'd to shoot it 
down, as President Uinton said “she 
would be terrific in the Senate,” and 
finally as Hillary Uinton said she was 
(rmsidering a Senate candidacy.

Some journalists have changed 
their view of the Hillary Ixximlet. 
“There's definitely an clement of 
Monica withdrawal," said Evan 
Ihomas, Newsweek’s assistant man­
aging editor, “but 1 think it is serious. 
At first 1 thought it was just Itype. but 
tltere’s a 5050 chance she’s giing to 
do it. A Hillary-Giuliani race would 
be one of the great political Itappetr 
iugs."

That is. if it happens. Hie notion 
that the first lady would move out of 
tile White House, and give up a 
chance Io make millions in the pri­
vate sector, to live on a schedule set 
by Trent hit I still evokes widespread 
skepticism in the press corps. But 
Iwy. impeachment’s over. The Jon 
Bniet Ramsey story can only’ be 
recycled so many times. Tlte first 
lady has clearly done the media a 
favor by keeping the door open to 
more brealliless speculation about 
Iter future.

If she does run, however, the 
adulatory coverage could turn into 
(he usual hostile media inquisition 
within minutes.
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developer, says lx* was merely trying 
to demonstrate how quickly the me 
dia will pick up a bogus story Shortly 
after Sparks posted the phony ac­
count to several Net discussion 
groups, it was repaled by I he conser­
vative American Family Radio, which 
soon retracted tire story. Carvilk? had 
his attorney contact Sparks, but has 
made no decision on legal action.

“Wc tlmught someone would bite 
immediately, as someone did," said 
Sparks, who runs a satiric Web site 
<alkri Fat City News. There’s this 
insatiable, loony desire to run with 
anything, any time, no matter ix>w 
outrageous. We could have put out a 
story that Ken Starr conunitled sui 
ride and people would have run with 
it."

But what about lite feelings of 
(Au viile and his wife, Mary Matalin? 
”11 was refuted within a few hours. 
Sparks said. "Evnyonc knows he’s 
not a wifeheater. He came out IM 
ing belter in the wlioic thing. It 
shows how desperate bis opfionents 
are. Our whole point is to parody Ute 
process.”

believe1 that Hillary Rodham Clinton will run for the 

Senate in New York.
This is after all. a first lady so uncomfortable with 

reporters’that she banned them from her plane on 
domestic trips during her husband s first term, o 
think of her going toe to toe with the tabloids, or

''A

ri

The Hyping 
Of Hillary

■1KiteHow ‘Hillary vs. Rudy* Went

From Hypothetical to Hype

Bi Howard Kurtz

ir'.whoiVl.Hi Axtf Stafl Vnttr_______________________________

Privately, at least, many journalists don’t really

band’s philandering, is to stretch the imagination.
But no one wants to spoil the fun, so the press lias 

goiv- wild. “Hillary vs. Rudy" (meaning New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who's eyeing a run) is being 
louted as the media’s dream matchup, lime and 
Newsweek join the party with big cover stories today.

“Not since Colin Powell’s book lour in 1995 has so 
much hyt»e surrounded a i andidacy that is likely nevi r 
to lx- announced." writes John Fund of the Wall Street 

Journal. ,
It'S like a fantasy baseball league, and everyone 

wants to play. Cable shows that had gorged them-

......
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Giuliani Basks in Media Glare on Mrs. Clinton, Potential Candidate

In Post-Monica World, ‘Hillary for Senate?1 Has to Do

■■T

■j" .w
■/.a.
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The Mayor relishes a 

a primary conlrst with Representn- 
tivo Rick A. Larin, a Suffolk Cotinly 
Republican On the Democratic Mdr, 
Representative Nita M I owey of 
Westchester has said she pmbably 
will run if Mrs. Clinton does not.

Flic news media's attention tn 
Mrs. Clinton's potential Senate can­
didacy rose to fever pitch today ns 
the story was fentitted on five nation­
al television news proprams as well

Rudolph W Giuliani She can hear Democrats 
predict she would win. and Republicans call her 
a “catpelbagger,"’ a wind that probably hasn't 
been uttered so much in one week since Recon­
struction. Die issues were treated with the 
sophistication of a horse race. Will she run? 
Will she win?

Because Mrs. Clinton hoi self has been mum. 
the speculation can go anyw'here, fueled by 
tantalizing hints. A spokeswoman's comment 
that Mrs Clinton would pive “careful consider- 
at Ion’’ In running set off a frenzy Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, whose announce­
ment that he would not run for re-election 
opened the floodgates tn this speculation, met 
Mrs Clinton at the While House for a lune h and 
strategy session on Friday; the meeting was

well publicized, his arrival and departure well 
phntogrnphed. As the week went on. the chatter 
turned to whether Mrs Clinton's public indeci­
sion was cynically calculated io deflect atten­
tion from the impeachment.

But the storv has been good for Mrs. Clinton’s 
possible opponents, too At times the coverage 
seemed tn lie AII Rudy-AII-the-Time: on I hurs- 
day the Mayor appeared on "Crossfire." on 
Friday on •‘Today’’ and CNN's "Inside Poli­
tics.'' and yesterday on ABC's “This Week'' 
and CNN's “Late Edition." He got Io talk about 
the city and solidify his position ns the likclv 
Republican candidate

Nila M t.nwey, the Democratic Congress­
woman who has said she might mu hut only d

as on the covers of this week's issues 
of Newsweek and Time magazines.

Virtually every p*diiirian appear­
ing on one of the Sunday talk pro­
grams in Washington had a view on 
Mis. Clinton for Senate. On "Fox 
News Sunday,’’ the House Speaker, 
Dennis Hastert, an Illinois Republi­
can. warned that even Chicago poll­
lies could not compare to Ihe tough­
ness of New York campaigns.

I

said on “Sunday Edition*’ on WCRS- 
TV in New York. He called Mrs. 
Clinton's comment “a very big mis­
take."

Asked If her statement would be 
fair game for her opponent in a Sen­
ate campaign, Mr. Giuliani replied. 
"If she’s the candidate, obviously it 
would be an issue and it would he one 
that people would have to explore."

Ruf Mr Giuliani said that if lie ran 
against Mrs Clinton, a former resi­
dent of Illinois and Arkansas, he 
would not attack her for never hav­
ing lived In New York Slate

Roth Mrs Clinton and Mr Giuliani 
have said they have not decided 
whether to run for the seal now held 
by Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
who plans to retire at Ihe end of next 
year.

Rm the Mayor, in his television 
appeal ances today, was exceptional­
ly forceful in his attacks on Mrs. 
Clinton and unusually candid in mus­
ing about why he would he the Re­
publicans" strongest candidate.

“I've been in throe races for may­
or of New York City, and two of 
them, before I got re-elected. I was 
behind by substantial margins," he 
said on " Uns Week" on ARC News 
Being an underdog, he added, “kind 
of gives voti ihe impetus to go on." 

“If anylhing," ho said. "It chal­
lenges you even mote "

If he runs. Mr. Giuliani could face

'‘I’m not sure why anybody from 
Illinois wants to slick their nose in 
New York politics,’’ Mr Hasten 
said.

On "Laie Edition" on CNN, Susan 
Molinari, the former Congresswom­
an from Staten Island, ventured a 
guess that Mrs. Clinton would not run 
because "this is not the kind of rough 
and tumble she wants to put herself 
back Into after getting through a 
very difficult time m their personal 
and professional lives "

And on "Face the Nation" on CBS. 
former Mayor Edward I. Kwh pre­
dicted Mrs. Clinton would win if site 
ran and said it was “ridiculous" of 
Mr. Giuliani to attack her position on 
a Palestinian state, contending that 
most Israeli and American Jews sup­
port the idea

•’For Giuliani tn raise that shows 
you how low' a blow he’s willing to 
strike,’’ Mr Koch said

Senator Mitch McConnell, the 
chairman of the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, which raises 
fimds for Republican Senate candi­
dates, said on “Meet the Press" on 
NBC that Republicans would relish 
having Mrs. Clinton tun in New York 

‘ There’s been a lot of talk about 
bow much money the First Lady 
would raise," Mr McConnell said. 
"She’d raise it for both sides. I emi t 
think of anylhing that would energize 
out base nut only tn New York hut 
across the country as a campaign by 
the First Lady.”

Mr McConnell added that It would 
lie fair for Republicans In a Senate 
race to raise every scandal that has 
plagued the Clinton White House 
over the last six vears.

Rut appearing on the same pro­
gram. Senator Robert G Torricelli, 
chairman of the Democratic Senato­
rial Campaign Committee, said. "If 
their campaign against Hillary R<hI- 
ham Clinton is to simply lie an exten­
sion of the Starr investigation, 
they're going to take a sizable Hilla­
ry lend and make it into a rout."

Mr. Torricelli said he considered it 
unlikely that Mrs. Clinton would run 
for the New Jersey Senate seat that 
Fiank R Lautenberg plans to relin­
quish next year because both Mrs.. 
Clinton and her husband “had de­
cided some time ago to Hve in New 
York City when they left the White 
House."

Neither of the Clintons has said 
publicly whore they plan Io settle 
after the President completes his 
term at ihe end of next year.

On the same program. Gov. Chris­
tine 1<xld Whitman of Now Jersey 
said she would '"seriously” look at 
the New Joi soy Senate seat.

‘But I love the job I’ve got," she 
said, noting that i tinning fur the Sen­
ate in 20110 would require ending her 
final term as Governor "a year 
slwirl."

CRITIC’S 
NOTEBOOK

It doesn’t take much to 
keep the heads talking.

chance to gain a 
national audience.

By JAMES HAD

WASHINGTON, |-eb. 21 - Sound- 
ig very much like a candidate for 
ie Senate in 2000, Mayor Rudolph 
/. Giuliani used interviews on three 
>cal and national television news 
rograms today to criticize Hillary 
lixlham Clinton and to tout his own 
olcnlial as New York's next junior 

enator.
Dismissing Democratic sugges- 

ions that he would skip Ihe race if 
Irs Clinton iuniped in, Mr Giuliani 
aid he would relish running as an 
mderdng against ihe First I ady and 
ombativelv asserted that he would 
ie more likely tn declare his randi- 
lacy if she declares hers first
“I think quite honestly there pioh- 

bly will be mom of an inclination to 

o it if she were to decide to run." 
1r Giuliani said on "Late Edition" 
n CNN. “It would be the most fo- 
used-on race tn the country."

Mr Giuliani, a Republican, also 
eitrrated his sharp criticism of Mrs. 
Jinton for saying last year that cre- 
ting a Palestinian state was “very 
npnrtnnt for the broader goal of 
ence in the Middle East.”
“By one of the most influential 

oople in the Clinton Administration 
aying Palestinian state.’ in essence 
<»u have given that away without 
euift able to shape il and you has!- 
ally side with the Palestinians 
gainst the Israelis." Mr Giuliani 

if

By CARVN JAMES

Seven Sundays ago von started all this." 
T im Russerl told Senator Robert G iorrtcelli 
on NBC's "Meet the Press” yesterday, alluding 
to the Democratic Senator's comment on an 
eat her program that he would like Hillary 

Rodham Clinton to run fur tlio 
Senate from New York.

“1 was just making small 
talk." Mr I'orricelli answered. 
"You made it into a national 
issue ”

Ibis may sound like throat clearing, a clov­
ing yet hai mlcss way to ease into an interview: 
Mr. Riis^eiT promote': his own program and 
Mr. Tnrrtrrlb banters back with flattery. But 
the Nd\v Jersey Senator had a point. Since 
President Clinton's impeachment trial ended 
(was it only in days ago?) television has born 
filled with small talk that has become big talk 
alxint a possible Hillary Clinton for-Srnalr 
campaign I here could not be a more di amatic 
exnmpleof bow 24 hmii news, with its obsessive 
focus on a single story, can shape politics, 

the possibility of a Hillary Clinton campaign 
would have Iwen a story even in the pre-cable 
era. hut it would not have turned into such a 
gigantic snowball, quicklv filling the post-im- 
prachment void, h was a media-made event 
that fed on itself, kept alive by strategic com­
ments wafting from the White House.

In the past week, speculation about Mrs. 
Clinton’s future dominated broadcast and cable 
programs, from CNBC’s “Hardball with ( Inis 
Matthews” to CNN’s "Crossfire,’’ from NBC's 
“Today" to ABC’s '"Nightliiie" and a half dozen 
MSNBC chat shows.

The possible campaign has been so thorough­
ly scrutinized that It is only a slight exaggera­
tion to say Mis Clinton doesn’t nerd to do her 
own research She can turn on television and 
see the polls that show her heating Mayor

Mrs. Clinton doesn’t, was on “Fox News Sun­
day” and ’ Late Eddinn" yesterday, graciously 
saying she respected Mrs Clinton’s timet able. 
And why shouldn't Ms l.owey ho gracious? 
Now she is on a national stage positioned as the 
Hillary Clinton tindci study

Thotigli the Clinton foi Senate bait age sug­
gests that one wall ro-wall story will always be 
with us, in some ways the past week merely 
hints at what television nows will he like post- 
Monica For a full year, journalists from Dan 
Rather tn Matt Drudge have been following the 
same stniy. Iliero may bo a fork abend where 
the high and the low roads diverge.

Minor differences have already emerged 
When they weren't ‘liscii^^mg Mrs Clinton, the 
cable shows, particularly on MSNBC, relumed 
to their fallback posilltiii. hashing over Ihe 
JonBenet Ramsey murder That conversation 
was spurred by the publication of “Peifeci 
Murder. Perfect Town," a massive hook by 
Lawrcrxe Schiller (an NBC tmisirllant).

I'hc Sunday talk shows covered more sub­
stantive issues On “Meet the Press," a panel of 
governors discussed Social Security, taxes and 
education ABC's " This Week" was defiantIv 
non-glitzv as il introduced a new tegular seg­
ment. “On the Campaign Trail ’' hi a taped 
inlen’iew. George Will, never their most dy­
namic commentator, talked to John Sweeney, 
president of the A F . C I.O. The pahhim ques­
tions attd non answers about the need to save 
Social Security provided rhe kind of dronn that 
will send even serious viewers fleeing

But if thuse shows feel too proud of their high 
minded sintt'es, il K worth noting that only 
CNN's “I ate Edition'’ devoted a segment tn the 
Kosovo talks, in a live interview with Secretary 
of Slate Madeleine K. Albiighl Kosovo may be 
the most dangerous and immediate issue nt 
hand, hut il is oven loss sexy than the 2W<1 
election More telling, none of the Sunday inlk 
shows resisted “Will Hillary Run?”

\ Is
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A television ad for an interview with Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani.
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CAPITAL ROUNDUP

By David Kwp, *P

Giuliani: Possible
GOP candidate

JPJj

N.Y. Senate race 
not until 2000, but 
theories abound

The prospect that first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton might seek a Senate 
seat from New York in 2000 has poli- 

ticlans and 
pundits con­
centrating on a 
race that 
hasn’t even 
taken shape. 
The topic dom­
inated the Sun- 
day news 
shows and it is 
the cover story 
in this week's 
Time and 
Newsweek.

No one has
formally declared for the seat being 
vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moy­
nihan, D-N.Y., but there’s no shortage 
of possible candidates.

Republican Al D’Amato, who lost 
his Senate seat in the November elec­
tion, said he misses political life and 
is seriously considering entering the 
race. He told Fox News it’s the kind 
of race that people who enjoy politics 
“salivate over” and Republicans are 
“relishing the battle."

New York City Mayor Rudy Giu­
liani said a run by the first lady would 
give him an incentive for seeking the 

Republican
nomination. 
“Starting off 
from the un­
derdog posi­
tion would 
probably be a 
good thing, 
from my point 
of view,” Giu­
liani told 
CNN’s Late 
Edition.

Former
New York

mayor Ed Koch, a Democrat, pre­
dicted that Clinton would win, but 
“itTl be a tough fight. It won’t be a win 
In a walk,” he told CBS’ Face the Na­
tion.

Republicans differed on the out­
come but agreed it would be close. A 
Tlme/CNN Poll of New York resi­
dents put Clinton ahead of Giuliani 
52% to 43%, but Giuliani told ABCs 
This Week the race would be decid­
ed by no more than 3 percentage 
points.

Clinton has said she is talking to 
people about running and has not 
made up her mind. Time quoted 
Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y, who Is 
urging Clinton to run, as saying he 
had discussed her candidacy with 
President Clinton and “he was more 
excited than I’ve ever seen him about 
anything." Publicly, the president has 
said only that his wife would make a 
good senator, and that he would sup­
port whatever decision she makes.

Former New York representative 
Susan Molinari, a Republican, pre­
dicted the first lady won’t enter the 
race. “This Is not the kind of rough 
and tumble she wants to put herself 
back into," Molinari said.

B
By Sump *P

Clinton: Consider­
ing a Senate run
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Pie big tease
Is Hillary Rodham Clinton going 
to run for the Senate from 
New York or not? Despite the 
chatter that she's just “consid­
ering it,” insiders say the first 
lady is drooling over the pros­
pect of replacing retiring Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Sure, 
they say, she can raise the 
money and probably win. but 
there are election-law ques­
tions about how she could be 
an active candidate hosting 
fund-raisers while also acting 
as first lady. And there’s a 
curveball some are tossing 
around: She might run for 
governor in Arkansas in 2002. 
“Whatever she wants,” says 
her husband.
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/Veu’ York GOP ff'elcomes Hillary Clinton Senate Race

i pi) nrhls and opposed im- 
■ I » ish he could run in some

GOP Governors Reflect Partv's Divisions
<

■P' L

i

is a lot o( st mpaths lor her Inltlullj. there 
•■ill be a poundswell ol support But in the 
iotlK run. people will hepn to locus on the 
issues."

When that happens. Republicans be­
lieve. Mr. Giuliani, who has not olhrially 
declared his own candidacy, will be able 
to make a compelltni: case lor his candi­
dacy by poin’inc to his record of reduc­
ing crime and welfare rolls and his han­
dling ol the city budget, which now lias a 
surplus.

Meanwhile. Republicans are already 
(earing up to remind voters about Mrs 
Clinton s rule as author o! the adnunlstra 
tton s failed health care reform pniposal

Rudy Giuliani has got a wonderful 
story to tell and 1 wo-Jd argue that Hillary 
Clinton's last foray mlo public policy was a 
disaster." says Scott Armstrong, head of 
Syracuse-based Armstrong Communica­
tions and a former jx-ilitleal adsiscr to New 
Yurt Got . George Patakl

Still, there are dangers for the Republi 
cans tn a Clinton candidacy.

For esample. Mr Patakl is among 
those who Is urging the party to put im 
peactiment behind it quickly so it won t 
haunl COT candidates in the jihki eln 
lions But Mrs Clinton would sene a» a 
constant reminder of the GOP effort to 
oust her husband And the potential harm

narrow House and Senate mayonties.
Consider the issue o’ taxes A Republi­

can Governors Association official says 
awex twn-thrrds of GOP Male executives 
favor the 1” income-tax rut pushed by 
some party leaders here. Bu> the rest, 
echoing rongressiona! modi-rales favor a

warned that with the »'«i election so far 
away any candidate must guard against 
peaking too early • It b. b ird to keep a ket­
tle of water boiling for almost two years."

Those Who have spoken to the first lady 
sax she is very serious about the idea of 
launrhing a race and she has beer, sound­
ing out professional campaign advisers 
and fund-raisers a possible run. Ot 
Friday, stir met with New Yuri Deniucra 
tit Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyndian. whose 
retirement isi-reatmg the apenmg tor Mrs 
Clinton Dem-r'cti- Senatorial r-immi'tre 
Chairman Robert Tarritelli. the New Jer­
sey senator who was among ttie first to 
launch the draft-Hillary campaign, rated 
Un- chcn'e.- of a Clinton carcfcdary as 
••terr gnod." And Barbara Handman. vice 
presidertt 0: the liberal People for the 
American Way. already called the White 
H-sise t fler tv work on the tampaign. if 
there isotn-

Specidatkin by the news media about 
her decKim may mrrease pressure on 
Mrs. Clinton In declare her intentions 
sxinm. rather than later. But tliere are

But Mandy Grunwald, a media adviser 
tu both the Chnton-Gure campaign and Mr. 
Moynihan, says Mrs. Clintons decision 
will t» based or. "where she ran make the 

biggest difference 
in advocating the is 
sues that she cares 
about. If that's the 
way you think of 
things, the t'.S. 
Senate is 1x1: u bad

practical reason.- Io- a quicl. reso.'tmnn of 
the matter as well. Simply put. a New York 
Senate race can cost about the same as a 
presidential primary -between Sir. million 
and S20million. While fund-raising experts 
say the first lady could easilv amass such a 
sum. must candidates would have to sun 
raising money today In tie ready by JtdKi. 
Thus, a late decisiun by Mrs. Cfintan tc 
bow nut could badly damage the party s 
chances of holding the seat.

"I! this issue drags or., n makes it more 
difficult for everyone v- mobilize sooner 
and develop the war chest you need to run 
a Senate campaign.' says Alan Batncnf. a 
supportet of Mrs. Clmtoi and co-cluirmar. 
0' Patricnf 1 Co. Ventures inc. In New 
York.

Mrs. Clinton's consideration of a Sen­
ate but puzzles some observers, including 
rinse aites. "Why would six want to be a 
junior srnatre in a Capitol butiding that 
just tried tn inpeart, bet husband?.' says 
Nee; Lattimore, a lortner spokesman lor 
Mrs. Clinton. Nonetheless, be says he d 
volunteer for the campaign.

from a revival of the bitter and divisive is­
sue may go beyond the Senate race, ft 
could help drive Democratic volers to the 
polls in several key House races where 
moderate New York Republicans are fight­
ing for their political survival after break­
ing ranks with their constituents and vot­
ing to impeach the president.

In addition. Mrs. Clinton may be able to 
draw supinrt from moderate Republicans, 
including women vmera who have yet to 
see New York elect a statewide female can­
didate who is not part nf a ticket.

Take the case of Larry Rockefeller, a 
leading New York Republican and environ­
mental lawyer. He organized a GOP move­
ment urging the Senate to drop the im- 
pea< hment trial and move on to other is­
sues. Hut when Mr. Rockefeller tried to de­
liver the .t.shO signatures <>f like minded 
Republicans to the Republican National 
Committee in Washington earlier this 
month, he was locked out

"I think she could attract Republican 
support from those of us fed up by im­
peachment and f the J right w ing s hold on 
our party.'' says Mr. Rockefeller.

And what of Mr. Giuliani, who supports 
abortion and gay rights and opposed im­
peachment? ■ 1 wish he could ran in seme- 
other state." Mr. Rockefeller laments, 

sgainst a right winger."

package of smaller, targeted tax cuts more 
likely t" win Mr Clinton's approval.

That is wht Republican governors are 
expected b- offer only a general call lor tax 
rediictnin this week, and no- endorse a spe­
cific proposal. They also are divided over 
publicly funded vouchers fir private 
school tiutmn. Most bark the quest for 
vouchers, but some, including Mr Row­
land. prefer to drop ft in search nt rnnsen 
sus on education legislation.

Keeping Alive Abortion Issue
"Let's get on to something new," he 

says. Mirroring his Northeastern (RIP col­
leagues. he also wants Republicans tn play 
down the conservative social agenda on is­
sues such as trying to outlaw "partial­
birth" abortions

But Gov Frank Keating, from raiser- 
vative OWahotna. tavura a renewed Orive

against the practice he likens tu infanti­
cide At the same time. Mr. Keating sees 
room for compromise on a "jiatient- tai’ 
of rights." including a limited ngh- m 
sue health-maintenance organizations, 
ar. issue that held up tin legislation in 
the last Congress. Got. Thompsur says 
Congress Manild ' pas- it without the 
tight Io sue and let I Mr. Clinton! veto 
it."

Meanwhile. Gm. .Mike Leavitt of Utah 
suggests a different approach altopetliertn 
craftmg the GOP agenda: emphasize is­
sues keyed tn major state responsibilities 
such as education instead of "a rongres 
stona! agenda. . . about small symbols" on 
which Mr. Clmtoti bolds the upjier hand At 
the moment, he reasons, "there's not 
much of ar environment for Congress li pi 
much" anyw ay

The variety of GDP voices makes it dif­
ficult to project a national agenda until the 
party picks a presidential nominee next 
spring. The turren* front-runner. Gov. 
Georgi- V.. Bush of Texas, had little advice 
lot Republiean lawmakers as h< held quiet 
3fltk> planning meetings and collected ku­
dos from gubf-niatorial colleagues. "J »anl 
them to give the states as much freedi-n as 
possible," was nil Mr. Bush would say 
about tlx Republican Congress, allowing 
that he e "warming to the task' of a presi 
dermal ran.

Democratir governors, for their part, 
enjoy the advantage of an memding parti 
message. They rallied over the weekend 
behind Mr. Clinton's plan tu condition fed 
eral education aid on national perfor­
mance standards, and they chided the 
GOP for criticizing it as an intrusion on 
state prerogatives and flexibility.

f choice

Mr. Torricelli Is 
making the Same 
pitch "The White 
House is a g'xal 
plan- to talk about 
Issues." lx- says. 
"The Senate is a 

RaiWpZ Giuioin. chaix e to wrile her 
own legislation."

Bu: Mrs. Clinton's la-.k of a legislative 
record t> onr ol the weaknesses Republi­
cans hope to exploit. "Let's fare 1:. says 
New York City Councilman Tom l imibene 
’ she ha- high name retogmtiur. and there 

Ry Jolts Hvtwuit,
> Rr»nrtr» < 7mi Uzuu *iThi ! •

WASHINGTON AsRenubhcans ir.the 
Itataic s capital struggle to shake off their 
postimpeachmetit Hues, this »eek's visit 
by the GOP s highflying governors sh--uW 
renne as a t-nx

But as th- annual w inter meeting of the 
National Governors' Association gets un 
der way. the?" pop-jia- chief executives 
seen almost as divided or. how Congress 
sh-rjid deal with President Clinton as their 
Washington counterparts are.

Gm- Tommy Thompson of V.'ssronstn 
wants GOP lawmakers to “go on the of­
fense' on taxes, hejt-.li care, trade and 
Social Security, to craft solutireis that 
"show you're Republicans." and then 

pul 'em or the president s desk and let 
hiir. veto 'em." If that happens, adds 
leisty Got- Johr. Engler of Michigan, “we 
take those issues to the people in the 
Thhf elections.

Searching for a Road Map
Bu- Got. Edward Schaler of .North 

Dak-.-ta says it is time for "the puifities of 
performance." ir. which lawmakers pro­
duce legislation drawing on both parties 
ideas and "get it dorie. Adds Gm. John 
Rowland of Conuectnut: "The publk is 
desperate •• sec- results from this Republi- 
can-rontnilled Congress."

These divergent messages reflect a 
simpl- reality Though they are dominant 
figures in their own stales. GOP gover­
nors. like congressional Republicans, are 
divided by geography, philosophy and pre 
liutnl style. As a result then iisit won't 
liseh provide a cleat road map lor a party 
ir near eg a strategy f<-- governing with a 
Democratic presuim! while preserving its 

Republican gm.'crnors 
are expected to ofier 
onlp a general call for 
tar reduction, xeith no 
endorsement of a 
specific proposal.

By JMNKi.CtAixilNiw
Rrpe-nrt •’ Till U aX-I J-lkcta.l JtH MNAA 

WASHINGTUN-After absorbiny the 
Initial sty- k that Hilton Rodham- Clinton 
is considering launching a Senate cam­
paign nr. their turt. New York Hepublicans 
are concluding that then- may be as much 
it. it l-.it then, as there i- *• 1 the Democrats. 

"The prospect ol Hillary Clinton run­
ning In New York is exciting.' says Guy 
M -hnart. Stater. Island Rirough president 
and former GD? congressman. I thitik it 
would energize th- Republn-ah Party and 
tin monm w.xnd jus: flow m '

Republicm H us< R>-| Peter Kins, sees 
tlw- Sana- silver lining: "It gives us lh» ad- 
santageof sending nut appeals saying. 'We 
h o-I; prater: tlx- hatrmIr c: Hillary W> 
m-rd all the money, all Ito- resources -ill 
tli- shock troops.

Bur 11 isn't Just llx nxmey ’hat Is l»-rin- 
lung t put some: -utire Kick in" th- s--; 
ol Emj-.re Slaie Republi- m- Mrs Clin­
ton s Candida-.y w -;ildg:v- New Y irkersu 
chance to stage yet ano-.lx«r ran that rap­
tures the natioi.'s attention, ev-n during u 
presidennal campaign year. New York 
City Mayor I'.uo -Iph Giuliani is already 
considered a hkely candidate, but trx- 
prospect of squa-mg of! with Mrs Ciinhm 
prompted former New York Sen. Aiptnnse 
D Amato yesterday to say he is aisu con 
siaenny a ran. And an atm-ea gleeful Na 
luma! keputoit-an
Senatorial Commrt 
lee Ctourman Mitch
McConnell said on
NBCs Mee- tile 
Press: "This would 
be a fascinating 
ca-rp.iigt and I J 
hope it comes off " I

l:epul j- ate out- || 

side of New Y ort: see , 
benefits, ton At the j 
top of the hst IS L 
knowing that Mrs. 
Clinton, one of the 
Democrat s most 
popular draws and 
an avid campaigner, won't be rornini; to 
their states to rally activists and raise 
money.

Talk of Mrs. Clintor. s candidacy look 
on added momentum last w rek »hen Pres­
ident Clintor. offered a wh de-hearted eh- 
dorsemc-nt of th-- idea during an appear 
anee In Mexiro. "I think she would b- ter 
rifle Ir the Semite." tx- said.

Th- frenzied news coverage that f.J 
lowed those remarks prompted llu fust 
lady to issue a statement aimed at Irra er 
ing expectations. She is "senoush consul 
erlng' running. Mrs. Clinton said, but a fi­
nal de-ision Is month* tn the offing. Her 
husband also tried tn dampen th- fire lx- 
had fueled. A' a White House news ronle* 
ence Friday. he said: "My artvire has been 
to take si«w tiro- get some rest, listen to 
pewpie ... and d- ide exactly wlat you 
think is cigh- r di-' And. showms a bn 
his owr political uistuxi. Mr Ctmtoh 

_ J
■ Z -TO -
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H Hfiry Clrnttm
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Republicans warn
Hillary would face
bruising N.Y. fight
By Joyce Howard Price
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ton

Press.”

1

in>

'■b

ator Clinton?|

“1 mean, this is a traditional lib­
eral. ... This is a person who’s ad­
vocated giving children the right to 

“1 can’t think of anything that 
would energize our base, not only 
in New York but across the coun­
try, as a campaign by the first lady, 
who, unlike the president, actually 
seems to really believe in things,” 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, Kentucky 
Republican and Senatorial Cam­
paign Committee chairman, said 
yesterday on NBC’s "Meet the 

sue their parents, who’s been the 
principal architect of what many 
of us felt was a socialized medicine 
plan for America back in 1994, 
who’s advocated the creation of a 
Palestinian state, who supported 
the president’s position that we 
ought to raise taxes on Social Secu­
rity in 1993,” Mr. McConnell said.

‘‘It’ll be a contest of issues, and 
her beliefs, I think, would be very 
much in play. This is a campaign 
that I hope comes off,” he added.

Mr. D’Amato said Mrs. Clinton 
would be facing a "formidable Re­
publican" if she decides to seek 
Mr. Moynihan’s seat. But he said 
her main “problem" would be me­
dia scrutiny of ethics issues, in­
cluding her involvement in the 
Whitewater scandal

Mrs. Clinton’s flirtation with the 
New York Senate race is the sub­
ject of this week’s cover story for 
both Time and Newsweek mag­
azines.

Mr Giuliani, who appeared on 
several talk shows yesterday, said 
he has not decided whether to en­
ter the race. But he said the pros­
pect of Mrs. Clinton as a Demo­
cratic opponent could help him 
make up his mind

"I think quite honestly there 
probably would be more of an in­
clination to do it if she were to de­
cide to run," Mr Giuliani said on 
CNN’s “Late Edition" program. “It 
would be the most-focused-on race 
in the country "

On ABC’s "This Week," the New- 
York mayor predicted a Senate 
race between him and Mrs. Clinton 
would be much closer than polls 
suggest.

“It would be a 2 to 3 percent 
race,” he said.

Mrs. Clinton would have to es­
tablish residency in New York be­
fore she could run for office there. 
She previously has lived in Illinois 
and Arkansas.

£
■

•I

1 -■ 
r t

AP

Hillary Rodham Clinton's possible 
Senate run in New York is 
featured in this week's Time.

-

B

Mr. D’Amato was asked yester­
day whether he would raise the 
carpetbagger issue against her if 
he becomes a Senate candidate.

“No, it doesn’t cut in New York,” 
he said on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” 
mentioning former Sens Robert F. 
Kennedy and James Buckley. Mr. 
Kennedy was a Massachusetts na­
tive, while Mr Buckley was from 
Connecticut.

Meanwhile, Rep Nita M. Lowey, 
a liberal Democrat and lifelong 
New York resident, is having to put 
off deciding whether she will run 
for Mr Moynihan’s seat until the 
first lady makes up her mind.

Interviewed yesterday on Fox 
and CNN’s “Late Edition," Mrs. 
Ixiwey said she respects Mrs. Clin­
ton's right “to take her time” to 
make a decision about running.

“If she decides to run, I will sup­
port her enthusiastically, as will 
Democrats in New- York and in the 
party," Mrs. Lowey said on Fox.

Mrs. Lowey, who is Jewish, did 
not answer directly when asked 
whether she believes Mrs. Clin­
ton’s support fora Palestinian state 
will hurt her with Jewish voters in 
New York. But former New York 
Mayor Ed Koch, who is also Jewish 
and who appeared on CBS, said: 
"I’m for a Palestinian state. Lots of 
Jews are. They are entitled to it.”

House Speaker J. Dennis Has­
tert, Illinois Republican, said on 
Fox he's "not sure why anybody 
from Illinois wants to stick their 
noses in New York politics."

-

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton won’t have a cakewalk if she 
runs for the Senate in New York in 
2000, despite early polls showing 
her well in the lead.

Republicans say Mrs. Clinton 
would have a tough fight against 
New York’s Republican Mayor Ru­
dolph Giuliani in the race to re­
place retiring Democratic Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. And for­
mer GOP Sen. Alfonse D’Amato 
says he’s weighing a possible 
comeback, if Mrs. Clinton decides 
to run.

"It’s certainly very tempting 
when one looks at it," Mr. D'Amato 
said yesterday on “Fox News Sun­
day.”

"I always loved the battles. I love 
battling for New York and its fair 
share, and ... taking on that kind 
of race is something that those of 
us who have enjoyed politics and 
political life kind of salivate over,” 
said Mr. D'Amato, who lost his 
Senate seat to Democrat Charles 
E. Schumer in November.

Despite early polls that show 
Mrs Clinton 9 percentage points 
ahead of Mr. Giuliani in a Senate 
matchup, Republicans generally 
seem to be salivating at the pros­
pect of running against Mrs. Clin-
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Remembering Hillary
It suddenly dawned on us why 

first lady Hillary’ Rodham Clinton 
is contemplating a run for the 
U.S. Senate.

Th make a name for herself. Se­
riously. So future generations will 
know who she was.

This realization came about 
after we opened a letter from 
Dorothy Welsh of Avon Lake, 
Ohio.

“I am a mother of four chil­
dren, ages 9 to 2 years of age,” 
Mrs. Welsh begins. “I was read­
ing a book to my seven-year-old 
daughter on Great American 
Heroines. The book is old, but I 
am finding that those are the best 
ones to read to my children.

“I was reading to her a short 
chapter on Dolley Madison. I 
asked her if she knew what the ti­
tle ‘First Lady’ meant? She didn’t, 
so I explained the title and the 
functions of the first lady’s job. I 
then asked her if she knew who 
our current first lady is?

“She didn’t miss a beat and an­
swered Monica Lewinsky. Unfor­
tunately, she was serious.”
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Lewinsky speaks

raro and Dukakis campaigns, in 
addition to being part of Clinton

» »»

prime-time on March 3 — the fi- 
halilay of a television "sweeps”

,1 »»

; Shrewd operator

t

Compiled by Greg Pierce

i
i

i

78 percent approved of the way 
he has run City' Hall.

Mr. Rush, 52, a Georgia-born 
former Black Panther party offi­
cial, had only 13 percent support 
in the survey, with 20 percent 
undecided

Bill Clinton's sexual enabler, and 
there is convincing evidence that 
she lied repeatedly under oath. 
Mrs. O'Beirne said

"Currie had worked on the Fer- 

i
f 
I 
I

Message to Hillary
New York’s Republican Gov. 

George E Pataki has a message 
for Hillary Rodham Clinton as 
she mulls a run for the U.S. Sen­
ate in his state: New York doesn't 
need her.

"She's thinking about moving to 
New York to straighten things out 
Well, let me say with all due re­
spect, we don’t need liberal 
Democrats moving from Wash­
ington to the states to straighten 
out the states,” Mr. Pataki said 
Saturday at a gathering of Mis­
souri Republicans in Springfield 
“We need Republicans from Mis­
souri and New York and across 
the country moving to Washing­
ton to straighten it out ”

Bush prepares
Texas Gov George W. Bush, 

who is considering a run for the 
Republican presidential nomina­
tion next year, has begun assem­
bling a team to raise contribu­
tions for the bid. the Dallas 
Morning News said Saturday

The newspaper quoted 
unnamed sources as saying the 
popular Texas governor and his 
advisers also had begun talking 
directly with scores of contribu­
tors who might help fund the es­
timated $20 million cost of a pri­
mary' race.

The Morning News quoted 
"people familiar with the plan­
ning” as saying a veteran Repub­
lican fund-raiser in Dallas had 
taken leave from her job to assist 
in hiring a national fund-raising 
director and financial team if Mr. 
Bush decides tc run.

GOP pledge
impeachment behind them. 

Republican congressional leaders

From the earliest days of the 
!| Monica Lewinsky scandal, the 
| news media fell for the White 

!' House spin that presidential sec-

Daley's lead
Chicago Mayor Richard M. 

Daley, winding up 10 years in of­
fice, appears certain of re­
election tomorrow, a victory’ that 
would put him in power longer 
than any other of the city’s may­
ors except his late father

His opponent in the election, 
four-term Democratic Rep. 
Bobby L. Rush, trailed badly m 
polls after a campaign during 
which he portrayed Chicago, with 
2.7 million people the country’s 
third larges’ city as one divided 
by privilege and money, Reuters 
news agency reports

A recent Chicago TYibune poll 
found that 65 percent of likely 
voters favored Mr Daley, 56, and

addition to being part of Clinton’s 
Little Rock ’War Room,’ but she 
was consistently painted as non­
partisan,’ ” Mrs O’Beirne ob­
served.

“One ex-boss, however has a 
different assessment. When Re­
publican Tbm Pauken took over 
as director of a federal agency in 
1981, he inherited Currie'as-his 
secretary He recalls that she was 
part of a ‘bureaucratic infra­
structure of those who wanted to 
run the agency the way they 
wanted it run, regardless of the 
director.' She was ‘not a naive 
lady,’ Pauken explains, and 
though ‘she and her allies worked 
hard to get people to call me to 
keep her on,' he transferred the 
'shrewd operator' to a different 
office, concluding that she was a 
very manipulative personality.’ ”

l! retary Betty Currie was some 
| sort of paragon of truth and an 
i i ......

:■ L'X’ V'V. ‘■'*!** x? '

Miss Walters is expected to talk 
today about how ABC worked 

I within restrictions placed on the 
interview by Mr. Starr, the inde­
pendent counsel who investigated 
President Clinton and his rela- 

i tiohship with the one-time White 
! House intern

I-

innocent bystander in the affair, 
writes Kate O’Beirne in the
March 8 issue of National Review

Nothing could be further from 
! the truth In fact, Mrs Curne was 
i

J

Ii After months of waiting for the 
[ go-ahead from Kenneth W. Starr, 
’ Barbara Walters taped her inter- 
I view with Monica Lewinsky’ at a 
j tightly guarded television studio 
; in New York City on Saturday, the 
■ Associated Press reports. 
[ Officially, the network had 
1 nothing to say about-il, but an 
’ ABC executive speaking on the 
‘ condition of anonymity confirmed 
1 the interview was done over the 
! weekend, said AP television 

writer David Bauder.
Miss Walters and ABC News 

President David Westin sched- 
, tiled a news conference for today 
; to talk about the interview ex- 
i pected to air over 90 minutes in 
* nrnnci timn 1_ tLin A.

♦

I

period used to set local advertis­
ing rates.

[ The date remained tentative.
i The network might decide to 
' broadcast the interview sooner, 
J the executive said
I

»
I

t
I
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Sen. Carpetbagger

I experience. (Going to see “Les Mis” doesn’t count). 
But New Yorkers love carpetbaggers! So say the 
many gaping cable mouths, every last one of whom 
point to the success of Robert Kennedy, an outsider 
who won a New York Senate seat in 1964. But as 
much as the Clintons would like to imagine that 
they have created Camelot II, there could well be 
a slight difference between the public esteem 
graced on the crusading brother of an assassinat­
ed president and that granted to the humiliated wife 
of a disgraced president.

But the oddest thing about the discussion of Mrs. 
Clinton's possible run for the Senate is that most of 
the comment on her strength as a candidate has 
ignored the likely Republican opponent. GOP can­
didates regularly do well in upstate New York, while 
Democrats dominate New York City. The challenge 
for Republicans seeking statewide office in New 
York is to squeak out just enough votes in the Apple 
to add to the upstate base. Rudy Giuliani defies that 
model. Fbr all the left has done to vilify him as a 
cheerleader for police brutality, the Republican 
mayor of NYC remains remarkably popular across 
the political spectrum. Nor is his popularity based 
on being a wronged spouse — he is admired for hav­
ing made the city a great place to live for the first time 
in decades.

If Mrs. Clinton were to run, she would almost cer­
tainly face Mr. Giuliani. The choice for New Yorkers 
would be stark: Vote for a fellow New Yorker who has 
directly improved the quality of their lives, or cast 
their ballots for an out-of-state opportunist who 
advocates the very sort of liberal-left policies that got 
New York City into such trouble in the first place. If 
New Yorkers can’t figure that one out, they will 
deserve the representation they get

n a way, one could say that Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton has already won with her maybe-bid for the
Senate. She has already won her objective. That 

is, to give herself something to talk about other than 
her husband’s little faux pas. Fbr a year Monica 
Lewinsky has dominated Mrs. Clinton’s life. And now 
Mrs. Clinton has managed to do something about it 
No longer is the first question — spoken or unspo­
ken — “How can you stay with that lout?”

"Will she or won’t she run for the Senate?” has sup­
planted: “Will she or won’t she clobber Slick Willie 
with a lamp?” What a relief that must be for the long- 
suffering Mrs. Clinton.

And for her Big Lug as well. The vast cable dias­
pora, what with its hundreds of gaping mouths to fill 
— every last one of them starving for some pap to 
replace Clinton in Crisis — glommed onto the Sen­
ator Hillary story like hyenas supping on a carcass. 
Most of the discussion centered on what a formida­
ble candidate she would be. Admittedly, Mrs. Clin­
ton’s popularity is extraordinary. Indeed, for her pub­
lic approval to go much higher she would probably 
have to roll around with a White House intern.

But the electorate’s opinion of the first lady is by 
no means a settled thing. People seem to like Mrs. 
Clinton in inverse proportion to her role as a politi­
co and policy wonk. After leading the charge for 
socialized medicine as a sort of copresident, she was 
loathed and reviled. After leading the charge to save 
the Big Lug’s bacon as a sort of codependent, she was 
pitied and admired. That admiration can’t be count­
ed on when she becomes a politician in her own right.

A child of the Chicago suburbs, educated in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, a resident of 
Arkansas and then most recently the District of 
Columbia, Mrs. Clinton hasn’t had much New York 
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Sen. Robert Torricelli turned up the heat in the 2000 Senate 
sweepstakes yesterday when he asserted three times on NBC's 
"Meet the Press" that the Clintons would quit Washington for 
the Big Apple.

"Apparently the President and the First Lady had decided 
some time ago to live in New York City when they left the 
White House," he said.

Torricelli, the chairman of the Democratic Senate Campaign 
Committee, could not be reached yesterday to expand on his 
comments.

WASHINGTON 
he President and his wife plan to move to New York 
when their lease runs out at the White House, according 
to the New Jersey senator pushing Hillary Rodham 

Clinton to run for Senate.

Asked why the First Lady would choose to 
run in New York for a seat being vacated 
by Sen. Daniel Moynihan instead of setting 
her eyes on the New Jersey seat of retiring 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, Torricelli said:

By KENNETH R. BAZINET 
Daily News Washington Bureau

Administration officials were surprised by
Torricelli’s claim. "They've made no
announcement as to where they're going to live. They love 
New York, but beyond that, 1 cannot give you any insight." 
said Marsha Berry, the First Lady's spokeswoman.

"Hillary and the President arc free to move 
anywhere they would like to move. I'm
sure we'd love to have them as residents of
New Jersey, but they've chosen to move to Gibson ap

New York, apparently, and that opens the J l,c First Couple 
question of the Senate seat in New York." 'leave a

Washington
church after
services yesterday.
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Event Finder.

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who heads the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee, said a run by the First 
Lady "would be exciting and energizing for the Republicans 
not only in New York — but across the country."

Clinton, he said, has taken controversial positions that would 
galvanize Republicans against her.

Since the First Lady's name surfaced, pundits have had a field 
day predicting a title bout between Clinton and the would-be 
GOP front-runner. Mayor Giuliani.

Related Stories____________________________________________ |

J E. Side Condo Likely for Clintons, Say Experts (02/22/1999) 

■> New Yorkers Nix Rudy in Poll (02/22/1999)

- Al Shows Gusto for Bout Willi 1st Lady (02/22/1999) 

J Inside Hillary's Dream Campaign (02/21/1999)

"I mean, this is a person who's advocated giving children the 
right to sue their parents, who's been the principal architect of 
what many of us felt was a socialized medicine plan for 
America back in 1994, who's advocated the creation of a 
Palestinian state, who's supported the President's position that 
we ought to raise taxes on Social Security in 1993," 
McConnell said.

(Cj) <Myfitrcii.com

Fl Feb Fl 22 Fl [9°

She is expected to have a factfinding talk this week with 
Torricelli. Among others the First Lady will consult are Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) — for whom she helped raise 
millions in his hard-fought victory last year against
Republican Sen. Alfonse D'Amato — and Housing Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo, whose decision against running helped hype 
Hillary's candidacy.

It was on "Meet the Press" seven weeks earlier that he 
publicly launched the draft Hillary movement.

Since then, Clinton has engaged in a study of what it would 
take to win in New York, including a private lunch last Friday 
with Moynihan.
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Democrats court first lady for N.Y. Senate seat
Berry wouldn't say what the Torricelli, a New Jersey Democrat

$

dence. They "had a very nice
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lieves she may gain or lose by run- Berry wouldn't say what the Torricelli, a New Jersey Democrat Still, no one can say for sure il 
ning or accepting the invitations outcome was, adding that the first who's in charge of the Democratic she'll accept the invitation key 

The official word from Hillary many Democrats have laid in lady isn't giving interviews on the Senate Campaign Committee Part New York Democrats have offered
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Meanwhile the clock is ticking 

Moynihan announced his retire­
seat from which U.S. Sen. Daniel White House in the private resi- said. Those looking far signals may meat four months ago, even

Patrick Moynihan is retiring. dence. They “had a very nice Berry did, however, confirm draw inferences from the first though he still has two years left in
No one knows what her thought lunch," said Marsha Berry, the that Hillary Clinton has asked for lady’s action to set up key meet- his term. His staff believes it will 

processes are or what she be- first lady’s press secretary. - a meeting with U5 Sen. Robert ings. See FIRST LADY, Page t2A

Rodham Clinton’s office is that the front of her. subject Neither is Moynihan, who of Torricelli's job is recruiting can- her

first lady is giving serious thought to She met Friday for 75 minutes until Friday had not discussed the didates. That meeting could take

moving to New York to run for the with the retiring Moynihan at the option with the first lady, bls aides place this week. Berry said.
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support her, too, said Glen Hooks, 
Arkansas' party chairman, after a

>

two weeks ago ftom New York As­
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver at

— ••»

•ioW Commit- j ' r Ten days later,
theSLind-raiser- IOU COUld tell it H>OS ... the impeachment 

York. ordeal was fln-
night, more than just dinner

hadoined the
b<

out to gauge if the ■-
£ w™d money was there to .. has cpSffX

back Hillary for

tf7bjltp 
ovept an

of a trial balloon for

too."

if they’ll support her? 
am,” Blair said. Blair.

be counted on for support. 
• "You could tell it was /

k-03

— Democratic 
contributor

.1
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n
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tame up again on Feb. 2, at a 
iemocratic Na- 

trial that 
have re- 
him from

excitement grew as we 
realized feelers were

the LeCirque dinner.
“She said she would consider 

it once the impeachment was 
over,” Silver said.

.“.dcu,".' ^ith the president—
qs at the how often can you say

 more 
than just dinner with the presi­
dent — how often can you say that 
—- but quickly the excitement 
grew as we realized feelers were

Senate. The answer: It
was.”

, . -as eyeing Moynihan's seat 
!. presidenr' Saidt.he'd.. b<

Silver took that as a good sign. 
Wheels began turning; people be- 
________ gan talking.

iness at- 
Tickets 
$10,000 --

sl B ef<

533Se president fraith he'd be 
thetman who foUowecE'Hillary to

hbifiC going
Ritzik. a N

SlIrMpi _____________________ __ ___ ______ — —

.y^o^inner . that — but quickly the timed 

TOtSdresS code oc Clinton

who asked that his name not be 
printed, said table talk quickly 
tjirp^d to money and who could

'ew^York.* (and] that got every- 
fast,” said Matthew

-----------  New York Democratic
Party spokesman.

One deep-pockets contributor,

ished. Less than 
12 hours after the 

’resident
>een acquitted, 

aide con- 
l Hillary 

Clinton was think­
ing about run­
ning.
. It’s been a 
week since then.

i?.: .; build. '
"Her name is 

magic here,” Sil- , 
ver said in a tele­
phone interview. 
“I told her that,
too. She talks 
about the issues 
that are of con­
cern to New York­

ers — which, of course, are con­
cerns to other parts of the world.

X. ,-wwltty ..

out to gauge if the money was 
there to back Hillary for Senate. 
The answer It was,” said the con­
tributor, who has given more than 
$200,000 to Democratic causes 
during the last 10 years.

Democrats in Arkansas would

state party fund-raising meeting 
last week.

“I’m sure, in fact I’m positive 
that if she runs, Arkansas money 
will flow to New York,” Hooks 
said.

New York’s Hitzik said Holly­
wood has often chipped in for 
New York campaigns, “but we’d 
consider it pretty rare to get mon­
ey from Arkansas.’’

Judith Hope, New York party 
chairman, talked with the first 
lady by phone last week to gauge 
her interest, Hitzik said, but the 
official invitation to join came

Joiye crowd, 
tKarncing them 
(nl£hhi>ir SUp- 

ioctS, during a
% ...........

ma. __________
dffljSS. One con- 
trjbutpr said the 
ovepl had all
the markings <
tfie^&rst lady.
J. Before dessert was served, the
president coyly hinted the first Clinton friend and adviser, at

tomey Jim Blair, who spent last 
week in New York .on what he 
called “other business,” said he 
wasn't there to officially drum up 
support for the first lady.

“But am I surveying cab dri­
vers to see
Of course I |  
who is leaving his post as Tyson 
Foods Inc.’s general counsel at 
the end of the year, will not dis­
count that he plays a lead part in 
the Clintons* plans

“She will try and make a deci­
sion in a reasonable amount of 
time,” said Blair, who called the 
Clintons after the Senate acquit-
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Fitzpatrick said . there wely 
plenty of committed conservative
who would donate money to beat
Hillary Clinton in New York tfe 
said that during the first month ca 
the year, the Republican National

roots support group — the People 
for American Leadership — filed

• r

Hillary

salary is $138,OQP 
considered a fill)?

Hillary Clinton is no political 
novice. She has never run for pub­
lic office, but her po 
had been hailed a

group of people who believe in 
her. I have decided to back off a£ 

presidency push until the Sen . 
idea develops Any money we

ilitical acumen 
 and criticized 

across a wide spectrum. Her hus 
band's profession of faith in her 
abilities has been unflagging

Vice President Gore echoed simi­
lar comments on Friday after ad­
dressing the AFL-CIO’s executive 
meeting in Florida.

The Republicans think other­
wise.

If she runs, "it would give our 
party a chance to show what a 
boondoggle Hillary Clinton's 
health care
Republican

But where the president fits 
into a senatorial campaign is still 
up for debate

Last Monday in Merida, Mexico, 
the president said his wife would 
be a “terrific" senator from New 
York "She’d be great if she did it"

program was,” said 
National Party 

spokesman Tim Fitzpatrick "We 
have yet to get any official word 
ftom the White House, but when 
we do. we would swiftly act to put 
any political ambitions she might 
have to rest ”

New York Mayor Rudolph W. 
Giuliani, an oddson favorite as a 
Republican challenger for Moyni­
han's job, kept mum about running 
against Hillary Clinton at first By 
the end of last week, his aides 
were saying he’d run for sure, if 
she did

ted the president. “I would think 
it would be in a very few months."

That Hillary Clinton is think­
ing about running has upped the 
ante for both parties.

The Democrats said they want 
someone of international reputa­
tion to take over the seat.

“Historically, that seat has 
been our international senator's 
seat. New York is made up of so 
many cultures and peoples that it 
fits to have someone with interna­
tional stature there,” Silver said 
Moynihan, who has served four 
terms, is a former ambassador to 
India and in 1976 was president of 
the U.N. Security Council. Robert 
Kennedy won that Senate seat in 
1964

The first lady’s international 
presence may be a draw for New

lived here, he was the governor.,,,..
While he draws $200,000 a ye?»r 

as president, he never made mope 
than $35,000 a year as governor

a statement of organization for the 
"Hillary Rodham Clinton for Pres­
ident" campaign, noting that a 
Washington, D.C., account at 
Crestar Bank had been opened. •

Organizer Thomas B. McMullen 
Jr. said Friday he has no connec­
tion with Mrs. Clinton, only that 
he's a fan.

McMullen, a Washington are» 
management consultant, said he 
set up the Political Action Com­
mittee after hearing Mrs. Clinton 
speak at a rally in Seneca Falla. 
N.Y. He says he collected about 
400 signatures and forwarded 
them to Mrs. Clinton.

“She doesn’t even know me,'' 
McMullen said. “But I represent a

the i 
ate idea develops Any money we 
collect will go that cause if thatls 
what she chooses to pursue." ....

Money is a also a consideration 
on another front

A senator’s salary is $138,OQP 
per year. It is considered a full- 
time job. The Clintons owe mpn? 
than $4 million in legal fees stem-
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Yorkers, but it could dissuade her
from jumping into the race

“The biggest question I think
she has to face is- Can she be a
candidate for Senate and the first
lady at the same time’” says Neel
Lattimore, who served as her
press secretary for five years.

"At some point, a close exami
nation of the rules will come into
play. Everything we did leading
up to election day, whether the
president went to a nursing home
or political rally, it had to be con­
sidered a political trip paid for
with political funds,” Lattimore
explained.

“That complicates things im­
mensely here. Can she go to Eng­
land for a meeting [as first lady]
and still be a Senate candidate?
Who pays for that? It's a very

Committee received $4 million In 
small-dollar contributions, whiftt 
he says if proof that money wiH 
flow to support Republicans.

This early in the game, no acj 
counts at the Federal Election 
Commission have been esttib-f 
lished for "Clinton for Senate” 
race.

However, on Jan. 12, a grass­

weird situation,”
The first lady does not receive a 

salary, but Hillary Clinton has 
shaped the job into a position akin 
to ambassador. She travels exten­
sively abroad to promote her 
views on human rights, especially 
for women and children.

Lattimore, now a consultant 
with the Washington, D.C., public 
relations firm BSMG Worldwide, 
has no doubt his old boss would 
cinch the race. He says he'd quit 
his job tomorrow to work for her 
again, if she asked him to.

“The wonderftil thing about 
this is that people really want her; 
it sends a message. Mrs. Clinton is 
thinking about it because she still 
believes in the institution’' of pub­
lic service.

ming ftom the Whitewater. Pau^i 
Jones and Lewinsky proceeding^. . 

Until they moved to Washing­
ton, Hillary Clinton consistently 
outearned her husband. She was^ 
partner at the Rose Law Firm .m 
little Rock Most of the time they
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Which brings me to why I’m writing. 

It says m U.S, News and Yiarid Report that

Jofen firurjwtr $ colKm.’i cppcw n*r^ Basday. 
Tf ursdaj/. Sulunkjy a fui Sarujcji

his is ar. open letter to Hillary* Rod­

ham Clinton, the first lady of the coun­

try and former first lady of the state, 
on the hot topic of her personal political fu- 

y turn
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ture. 
Dear Hillary:

e 1 see that your favorability ratings have

shot to the stratosphere and that you are a
s. celebrity icon all of a sudden. I hope you'll 

accept my grudging congratulations Some- Your Boy Bill for getting caught But now 

times grudging congratulations are the best that he has survived, I suspect you're glad 
kind It just goes to show that you should he got caught Both ofyou managed to play 

have let people know years ago about the rope-a-dope with the rabid right wing and
indignities you regularly endured from that you’ve become so popular that you proba- 

philandering husband of yours. bly could be elected to the US. Senate from

Isn’t it interesting that people don’t ral- New York.

ly around you because you’re smart or able 

or committed to women's issues or to pub­
lic policy or because you can offer a thou- in addition to the prospect that you might 

sand-pointed plan for reinventing the run for the U.S. Senate in New York in 2000, 
health care industry? Isn’t it interesting that there exists the possibility that you might 

people love you only when you're outed as run for governor of Arkansas in 2002

a victim of a bad boy's unfaithfulness? Let me tell you something: You don't
I suspect your plight carries a kind of want to run for office in the Big Apple amid

universal familiarity I figure people are all those tabloids. 'Hieyll destroy you, and 

more comfortable feeling sony for someone maybe get after Chelsea on the side. Need
than admiring someone's brains. 1 think I remind you that the New York Post already 

that in a strange way Bill has managed to went after her?

soften your image. Let me tell you something else: You don't

1 know it's mildly ironic that you Ye get- really care about beating Rudy Giuliani; as 

. ting credit for standing by your man when Republicans go, he's a dadblamed liberal, 

you and I both know that what you actually even if he is part of the D’Amato clique.

■ did was refuse to give religious-right fa- And let me tell you one other thing You 

natics the satisfaction of concurring in their do not want to go from top of the world to
| judgment about the bad boy's morality, or freshman Democrat in the US. Senate, get- 

lack thereof If thereY one thing you despise ting your marching orders from some guy

even more than your own philandering hus like Tom Daschle
band's juvenile stupidity, it’s the moralizing But governor of Arkansas-now that’s 

claptrap of Falwell and Robertson and another cut of cloth altogether 

Kenny Starr and the rest of that anti-abor- Our media? We're pussycats You tamed 

tion, anti-gay, anti-woman bunch. old John Robert years ago, and could again

I told people that you were maddest at Our main tabloid is run by old friends of

i

yours. Hie Brantleys. I don't like you a bit, 

but the fact of business is that if it came 

down to you and Mike Huckabee, you’d look 

a darned sight better than you've ever 
looked to me before. • i

You ought to get a load of this Huckabee^. • 

He's got ethical blind spots even larger than. 
yours. He's pushing anti-abortion bills left 

and right, and he's got that zany Fay Boozr, 
man in the same job you and Bill gavij 

Joycelyn. And another thing Huckabee ana. 
his wife have tackied up the Govemorf- 

Mansion like you wouldn’t believe. They 

conduct all their social functions under a > 
tent in the back yard with loud space - 

heaters that drown out the chamber music/. 
At least you had the good grace to let the, 

Mansion Commission run the place while 
you went out and made rain for the Rose 

Law Finn. w
And as you know, governor is a job from 

which you actually run things. As a control 

freak, that should entice you
We've got problems down here, and not 

just with Huckabee. With term limits,atJ 

tremely conservative Republicans from 

Northwest Arkansas are invading Little 

Rock like fruit flies. The Democrats are in 
disarray with you and Bill gone and Jup 

Guy in all that mess. We’ve got this nev 

think tank run by some guy out of the Calo 

Institute
So here's the thing Come back and ruo 

for governor. You already know your way 

around the residence, and your momma 
still lives here

I’ll come out for or against you, whichev­

er you think best.

-------
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illary Rodham Clinton lunched recently with former Sen. 
Carol Moseley-Braun and, as expected, the possibility of the 
first lady’s running for senator from New York came up. 

Moseley-Braun didn't hesitate: “Go for it,” she exclaimed. Others have 
been telling Clinton that “we have many states, but there's only one New 
York” and her popularity there is sky-high. But Clinton is well aware of 
the problems—including raising millions of dollars for a campaign, 
putting a staff together and facing a possible runoff.

A POSSIBLE REPUBLICAN opponent. New York City Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani, has been invited to speak here by GOP leader Lee 
Daniels at the Adler Planetarium on March 15.

J ^7 COLUMN

L Kupcinet

Friday, February 19, 1999 Chicago Sun-Times
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illnrv H<wlhnni 
» cr*ntemphtine running 
for I he Senate Irrtm New 

York, which is to snv she i« think 
ini’ ah»»„t eubjertinf hrr^rlf tn 
<1mlv fthune f<‘r a |»»h that oomr «nv 
would he a demotion. 

"There in no question, if *he 
ran she would win," ciid Rep. Lou 
i«w» SlRUEhter (I) N V I, who rep 
rrsenfs the upstate Rtrhrsler nrea. 

"She has manv «»( the quali 
lies that New Yorker* eppreriate,’* 
said Matthew lliltrik. depufv 
exerufive director «l the New York 
SVMe fVmnrmtir Committee 
"She is smart, lotirh mid rompa* 
Monntr and would make a prent 
I’.S. emntor.**

’*1 find it hnrd to helirve »t 
will happen." mid New York pull 
•ter John Zogby It i* a burr 
step down to t»e a Inwhnian eim 

after yon base l»ern first 
ladv It is »inhe< oming " 

ll'a rlrar whv N’«-w York '•’nto 
ItoowM rats are pmlring ( linton t«» 
run in .•IMMl They hnve no «dher 
top tier candidates It’s le*» ol»\i 
• «us whv ('linton tundd umd to 
«»nrt rtenmuling from the While 
H«Hice tn New York !•» m de het 
debut in electoral politfas niter en- 
durinp cm h n tumultuoua year. 
uh.it with the revelation of her 
(Hiahand’a affair with Miinira 
I ( \'nv kv and his iinprm hnirnl 

All the st and al sturie* would 
lie resurreded l»v the artt*’’ 
New York pres* corps* While 
waler noil her lost hilling record*, 
the While House travel olfiic 
and the HU files on Hcp'ihliran* 

Clinton provoked an uproar 
last year when she mid. I think it 
will l»r in the long term interests 
of the Middle East for I’.ih-tine to 
hr A st rite.’’ whu h would !»•• an 
i««nr in heavily Irwidt New York 

Clinton is thin skinned ami 
for nil her eyposurr. has not had a 
preaa r»inference in five vnr«« 
Interviewer* nllourd to talk to her 
itMinfiv get nreesa bermmr their 
print or broadcast reports nrn <nn 
sjdered likely to |»r (rirndlv. 

Morr«»vet, now • hr is regard­
ed ns an international ham for 
women." mid former press 
retnrv l.i«’»C »p»i’o Sbecietld walk 
into a t»>p i»>|» nt a fbtmdsflun or 
a univrrsitv in 'JutMt and make 
owmrv on the side im a speaker, 
to help pay the multimillion d«dl »r 
legal l»»ll« thnt «hr and her b«r 
hand have run up. Why would the 
fir«t Indy want h» he merely one 
of I’tO and p«««siblv pel kn«*f koj off 
the pedpstid she is «m?

r

/

Comptroller Carl MrCnll Rep 
( horles Rangel ||» N V I ’n»l« d 
pM«hii’n for Clinton |»ein«w r i» 
are premising her the nominal inn 
without a innv»r primary ••ppu 
nr nt

In Mrsiro InM weekend. Ivr 
hu«bnnd fed the p|NTuln1i«*n when 
he said. "I think *he wonk! lie 
terrific in the Senate.'’

On Tueerhiv, Clinton, who 
never has lived in New York made 
her interest nffirial. ’ I will ri\e 

• an fill thought to n pulcntl d « an 
didarv in order In reach a deei 
*w»n la’rr this year,” *ho eaid in a 
«t dement

That same dav, (’linton called 
New York Mafr llcmm rath Chair 
man Judith Hope "to eiprvs 
her intenM in the rmr mid that 
die is <<»nMdrrinr making th« 
r.are. ’ lliltnk -aid. 

tyaahe will givr 
■ titwPTttrfhhr.!. rfrnt

means 'hr will." ElwIinR ’■aid. 
"She will consider all levels, per 
sonal and political.’’ 

New York City Mayor Ru­
dolph Giuliani is considered the 
most likely Republic an rnndi* 
date for the Senate sent. 

A Clint<m-Gioljani runlesf. 
would «hnpr up as "the Imtflr of 
the titans." said Stuart R« v. a 

spokesman for the Nnth'na! Re* 
publican Senatorial Committee. 
‘ Il will l»r the hottest Senate race 
in .’fittft"

A poH tfdeRsrd Thuradav bv 
Ibr Mari«t In titwfr for Public 
Opinion, in l‘ :’:;d’keepsir. N Y’., 
mskes Clinton look roud. 

In a brad tn-liend battle with 
Giuliani. Cbntt-H scffred 1<t |»rrceiit 
to the mevor W.1 percent, with 
I2.9prn<n» iindrvidrd (linton 
outpaced Ghdi-mi among women 
51.fi fmrernt t«» :m»J percent. 

Arkrd if Cfint«m sh«*uld run. 
5fi percent k <■ I ve*. N» 7 prrrent 
s.ibl no. itnd pemml were 
.rui.. d. -I \\ :'i phu noi' i i ■ r ’<1 
lonnd M I percent guessing she 
will And t percent eared Ihat 
Clinlrm is not liom New York, 
fompared v th 5.'t G jwreent who 
didn't mind very mu- h or nt all 
jdifHtt Clini’tn carpet bagging. 

The teleph* 'ir sutvrv of .Mi' 
rogislero*! * «der* thriiiighout New 
Y’ork “late hnd a margin uf r»n»r 
<»f |,5 pervonlai'e points

Still, p«l( •' ' b
Ion ’‘would hnve Io lighl like hell'' 
if inntchril twain't Giuliani.

Clinlon pbins to be in New 
York mi March t lorpi'ak nt a wom­
en's Domm ralir hint h. '1 he .f LMI- 
n tirkol loud r oser is sohl ml 

Running the Sen ile fnun 
Illinois, wheio < 'linton has a nnturnl 
Iwu-o anti tv’ uhl have an mtsirr 
rare, ts mil <<l the rpirsf »on in the 
short term <>nr«rnnlor Rich 
•nl Durbin, i1 a Ih m* r il .wd Hie 
other. Ilcpiddi* an Peter Ejtrg‘-r 
aid. ptst started hi^ six v ar term 

Guv. Rs m is a Repnhlhnn. 
anil in 2tMK*. Cfinlun emihi run f ir 
(pn-rrnm snid Chicngn-I .i -d 
fwilitir.il »or*»dtint flavbl Xvcldrtf. 
As governor, "she mold di»
♦ hinps llwil are real and pot-1 i » 
thing* she has armmpli^hed.' 
AlHrnd * «»d.

While New York I.Y-murrate 
hunger f«< I linton. they aIm* wind 
hot tn m >kc up her w*ind as mico 
as p>'c«ihle Rep. Nil.s Ixmvv iff 
N.Y I alterdv l« is Marled unrA 
ni/ing but wmihl defer to the first 
ladv. as would Shuighlef. why 
«|m> is thinkmc aliout nmnini*. 

Decide. Slaughter said — "the 
wmrr »be better.” .

>' ’ll

fl.

* : ww
H’ltvry RotlhAm 

Clinton 
(Sh*K> carrtirfthms^W

Ining wartetl fur her*s-lf. and I 
think that's rrcut.'’ <. fid Etsdnic, 
who grew up with Clinton in 
noithucst siiburlein Park Ridf e 

rhe *l»»rv lirgrtn la«! year 
with ' ' ■ ink i Pafrfc M 
bail (Il N.Y’) nnnmitu ing that 
hr umild not run fur a filth trim 

<>mr some of the bigger Ni-s 
Y’ork names declined to run An­
drew I nnino. the mm Yciarv «»f 
bon ing and urban development 
auil mu* of former New Y’urk 
Guv Mario Cuomo, and sfnfp

First Hdy Hillary Rcihsm CUnlhft th. I A IrimS ItcSv lit lrt!»'>O | ' r If

ConvenHon'.llh, UMlWVeMir on Aug.' 3T,' ........ ’ j“I | ; f |f'**' f

*<■0®

n The polls arc in her favor, but Hillary Rodham (’linton could wind up in 
a hruisini’ battle if she runs for the Senate. And if she icon, it mif’lit be a 
huge step down. Sun-Times Washitifilon llureau Chief Lynn Street writes.
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■ A look at Clinton’s Sen­
ate prospects; Page 6.

■ Forget New York—if the first lady ever runs for 
the Senate, she should be doing it from Illinois.

Nigel Wade 
Editor > Chief.

Whatever dirt is going to come 
out on her already has been un­
earthed. She survived that. too.

Illinois is plenty comfortable 
with two Democratic senators, and 
nobody's going to forget Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. Her husband 
thinks she'd be a terrific senator. 1 
do, too—from Illinois.

Leslie
BALDACCI

have one more reason why it would 
be gratifying for Clinton to mosey on 
home and wait to pick off Fitzgerald

Those who criticize Clinton for 
setting her sights too high for her 
first elective office sell short her 
national perspective and political 
know-how. She has played key­
roles in her husband’s political 
victories, and in the end was key to 
his very survival.

and children.
In other words, exactly the sort 

of issues that interest Hillary Clin 
ton. Clinton, who is as charismatic 
as Durbin is generic, could whip 
him without breaking a sweat. But 
it would be extremely bad form.

So if the U.S. Senate is what she 
wants, newcomer Peter Fitzgerald 
is a perfect target. But he's not up 
for re-election for six years

Too bad. if the race were on 
now, she could have a field day 
with the conservative who spent 
nearly $12 million of his own mon­
ey to narrowly defeat Carol Mose­
ley-Braun last fall.

Quiz: Who was the key player 
who nearly saved Moseley Braun's 
neck at the last minute? Hillary- 
Rodham Clinton, the same person 
who campaigned so effectively for 
other Democrats who found them­
selves in tight spots last fall

She later regretted that she'd 
not done more, sooner, to help 
Moseley-Braun. It was not conceit­
ed of her to think that she single­
handedly could have made a dif­
ference in the race. She could have.

Come to think of it. there you

come home to Illinois, where just 
about any office she'd seek, from 
alderman to governor, congress­
woman or senator, would be hers 
for the asking.

The Park Ridge native lovee Chi­
cago. She has friends here, and deep 
pockets campaign contributors.

Now seems like the time for her 
to make her move, 
while her popularity is 
sky-high. She'd have to 
wait if she wanted to 
become a senator from 
Illinois.

It would be unseemly 
for her to knock out 
Sen. Dick Durbin in 
2002. He's been a faith­
ful supporter of her 
husband. Politically, 
Mrs. Clinton and Dur­
bin are cut from the 
same cloth.

She could do it, 
though, she could beat him.

Durbin defeated Al Salvi to 
claim the retiring Paul Simon's 
Senate seat in 1996. He's known 
for his anti-tobacco victories—in­
cluding the smoking ban on com­
mercial airlines—and work on be 
half of the elderly and consumers, 
and increasing funding for health 
and nutrition programs for women

Jose Less Maoana Associated Press 
Hillary Rodham Clinton has the friends, financial support and charis­
ma to be elected to almost any office she chooses back home.

n the post-acquittal languor, 
the possibility that Hillary-
Rodham Clinton might run for 

the U.S. Senate as a New Yorker 
has seized the imaginations of fu­
ture-looking political junkies.

The scenario has her leasing the 
White House tor New York City to 
seek the seat being vacated by Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moyni­
han after 24 years. Ju- 
ciest, her opponent 
likely would be the 
popular Republican 
New York mayor, Ru­
dolph Giuliani or, on 
a long shot, recently de­
posed GOP Sen. Al­
fonso D’Amato, should 
he attempt a comeback.

As politics go, it 
doesn’t get much bet­
ter than Clinton vs. 
Giuliani, a race be­
tween two intensely in­
telligent. articulate, staunchly par­
tisan polar opposites. The debates 
would be more bruising than the 
World Wrestling Federation.

But the truth is, you cannot hear 
Clinton's flat-as the-prairie voice 
without realizing that she has no 
business running for office there.

If she decides to launch her own 
political career, she’d do best to
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Amid Talk Of A Senate Run, Hillary Clinton’s Star Rises

Please see HILLARY, Page A9
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By DAVID LIGHTMAN

Courant Staff Writer
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Clinton would be “great if she did it.”
The president told reporters in Merida. 

Mexico, where he is meeting with Mexico's 
president, that "I think she would be terrific 
in the Senate,” according to an Associated 
Press report from that city

That doesn’t mean the first lady is ready to 
run. That, said her husband, is “a decision 
that she'll have to make.”

The president’s comments gave a new 
boost to speculation that has been building 
for weeks and. to most political experts, 
makes a lot of sense. To Clinton fans, it’s a 
way of not only maintaining the president's 
voice in Washington, but polishing a badly 
tarnished legacy.

If elected to the Senate, Hillary Clinton would 
take office about two weeks before her husband 
is sclieduled to finish his term. Officially her 
office is staying out of the trial balloon.

"What she wants to do in the next two 
years is concentrate on making the most out 
of what she can do as first lady” said Clinton 
communications director Marsha E. Berry

But the intelligentsia, whose gossip and 
money can ultimately boost or deflate these 
candidates, are high on Hillary — for some 
ironic reasons. She is all that Democrats love 
about her husband, but without those nag­
ging character flaws.

V
t

WASHINGTON - As President Clinton 
prepares to leave the national’political stage 
in January 2001, first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, now 51, may be just arriving.

The talk about a possible run for the New 
York U S. Senate seat being vacated in two 
years by the retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, a Democrat has escalated from the 
status of gossip in January to an undenied 
rumor in these post impeachment trial days.

On Monday Clinton gave his wife her 
biggest endorsement yet for the 2000 New 
York race, saying first lady Hillary Rodham
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Hillary Clinton May Soon Take Her Turn

Can She Win?

* •

I

ave way.

said Monday.

«

I

I.

women — and civil rights activist Al 
Sharpton also are weighing the

• J

The Moynihan seat is the closest 
thing American polldcs has to a na-

•Teople Just love her for the way 
she is," said Sen. Charles H. 
Schumer, D-N.Y.

nority party, but on her own as a 
latter-day Eleanor Roosevelt

"I think all this talk is very flat­
tering, but Fd be surprised if It oc­
curred.” said Lisa Caputo, former 
Clinton press secretary. “I see her 
in a much broader role with an in-

cy got a boost recently when Hous­
ing and Urban Development Secre­
tary Andrew Cuomo, the son of the 
former New York governor and son- 
in-law of Robert Kennedy, said last 
month he win not enter the race.

But a number of U.S. represent­
atives - including three Democratic

• cent of those surveyed nationwide 
saw her as one of the story's win­
ners.

There are. though, two obstacles 
as tall as the World Trade Center 
towers. ;

She's never lived in New York; to 
serve the state, she must reside 
there when elected. And she may be 
more effective after 2001 not as a

name recognition, popularity and 
an ability to raise money.

She could quickly become a New 
Yorker by establishing residence in 
the state sometime next year - 
there has been talk at the Clintons 

The affectionate, emotion -charged 
Hillary Clinton style was a welcome 
Jolt for the Democrats. For years, 
her demeanor was criticized, even 
by some cohorts, as too calculating. 
Now, her passion has gained praise, 
a sense she has mastered her emo- 
dons in an authentic, even produc- 

Continusd from Pape 1

“You know where she stands on 
issues. She’s a strong progressive 
voice,’’ said Sen. Robert G. Torricel­
li, D-N'-J, chairman of the Demo­
cratic Senatorial Campaign Com­
mittee.

There’s none of Bill's ftidging 
with words or positions — no one 
calls her “Slick Hillary” - and cer­
tainly none at Bill’s impeachment 
baggage.

And perhaps most encouraging, 
she has emerged from the impeach­
ment ordeal as one of its few heroes. 
A Gallup poll conducted after Fri-

tional Senate seat
It got that label in 1964, when Rob­

ert F. Kennedy, of the Massachu­
setts Kennedys, won his bid. Six 
years later, Republican James L 
Buckley, of the Connecticut Buck- 
leys, won a term. And in 1976 Moy­
nihan, a New Yorker better known 
as a Harvard professor, Washing­
ton based adviser to presidents and 
President Ford's UK ambassador, 
won as a Democrat

Two elements combine to give 
outsiders a better shot at that New 
York seat
"It’s a city that’s used to people 

coming and going. It's an interna 
tional city." said Sen. Christopher J. 
Dodd, D-Conn. It’s the home of the 
U.N, the financial markets, the pub­
lishing industry. It's a place where 
people revel in the idea that they 
are at the center of the world

Having a senator of special stat­
ure helps feed that image.

race, and, most frightening to a 
Clinton candidacy, the Republican 
nominee could be New York City 

. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

Then there’s the ultimate ques­
tion: Does Clinton have the stomach 
for a campaign in one of the na­
tion’s roughest political mudpits? 

“No one right now knows better 
than Hillary Clinton the kind of per­
sonal toll campaigns take, and for 
that matter, that public political life 
takes,” Caputo said.

And yet no one, not even the first 
lady’s office, can categorically rule 
out the race. It's too tempting, too 
plfliisihte

Perhaps most intriguing, it can 
maintain - some would say rees­
tablish - the Clinton name as a re­
spectable presence in Washington. 

“She and I both would like to con­
tinue to be useful in public affairs 
when we leave office,” the president

*

Yes.
Miringoff pointed out that Clin­

ton begins with the three things any ™
rig^t^'^dW^hingtonc^

suitant Marla Romash. "She’s got 
all the right stuff in her heart and
her head."

And most appealing, perhaps, is 
that the first lady seems to be every­
thing her husband both is and is 

not
“She's smart and she has all the

settling in East Hampton, a Long 
Island summer vacation spot

That kind of instant residency 
may not wound her, Miringoff said, 
because Clinton is not identified in 
the public mind as tied to a specific 
location. She grew up In suburban 
Chicago, attended college in Massa

Ion, oohnnl in Cnn.

The second etemenFunique to 
New York politicians is their role as 
Important national political figures 
This is the state of Franklin Roose­
velt and Nelson Rockefeller, of 
Mario Cuomo and Jacob Javits. 

Hillary Clinton would snugly fit 
the New York image. “New York 
loves star quality, and she has it,” 
said Lee Miringoff director of the 
Marist Institute for Public Opinion 
in New York.

Democrats

New York Democrats love Hillary 
Clinton most of aD.

. . They love how she is arguably the
day’s acquittal vote found 55 per- -first first lady to actually be tn 

charge of significant White House 
policies.

“She's tremendously respected, 
particularly for the way she Injects 
herself into issues," said Ellen Mal­
colm, president of EMILY’S List, a 
Democratic ftind raising group that
helps women candidates.

The president put her in charge 
of health care reform in 1994. and 

Junior senator, probably in the mi- although that effort backfired and 
even embarrassed the White House, 
the first lady has continued to 
stump for the cause.

She is also known as a fierce lob­
byist for more aid and programs for 
children and the less fortunate, fre­
quently visiting the Capitol to cau- 

tematlonal platform, perhaps some- ’ cus with Democrats and push her 
agenda.

Pollsters suggested another rea­
son for Hillary Clinton’s appeal: She 
has stood by her husband.

When news of Clinton's relation­
ship with Monica Lewinsky sur 
faced a year ago, the first lady went 
on national television to blame the 
gossip on a right wing conspiracy. 
When her husband admitted the re­
lationship in August, she did not 
criticise him publicly, and never 

has.
On the morning of the Dec. 19 im­

peachment vote, Hillary Clinton 
met privately with Democratic 
House members.

"She insisted. He will not re­
sign,’ ” Recalled Barbara B. Kennel- 
ly, then a Connecticut congress­
woman. "Her strength was 
incredible."

thing at the United Nations."

MewYoffc

chusetts and law school in Con­
necticut, lived in Washington and 
Little Rock as an adult, and speaks 
with no readily discernible accent 

"Hillary is one of those people 
who isn’t from anywhere. She’s 
from TV," he said.

On the other hand. New York, 
like anywhere, can at times be a 
very parochial place. Until this 
year, its Junior senator was Alfonse 
M. D'Amato, called "Senator Pot­
hole” for his attention to the most 
excruciating details of New York 

life.
Any prospective Clinton Candida-
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Jan. 1997 Jan. 1999 Aug. 1998 
Bill Clinton Kenneth Stan Bill Clinton

files sexual fizzles In face of

<Monica

January 1993-present First lady, Washington, D.C 
Redefined role of a working mother and marriage

EXPERIENCE

well-adjusted, well-rounded daughter who attends 
Stanford University and recent subject of a puff piece

Specialized In commercial litigation and trademark 
Legal firm embroiled in the Whitewater real estate
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Jan. 1991
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ambassador. Tripped up by various scandals, 
including Travelgate and Whitewater.

1995-present Author, It Takes a Village (19961 
and Dear Socks, Dear Buddy (1998), and
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by People magazine. Delivered via Caesarean section.

1977-92: Partner, Rose Law Firm, Little Rock. Ark. 
 and trademark law.

Approval ratings for Hillary Clinton
Percent of Americans responding 

to Gallup poll
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syndicated columnist. Talking it Over.'

1993-94: Policy Wonk, Washington, D.C
Appointed head of Task Force on National Health 
Care Reform. Attempted to revamp health care 
and medical insurance in America.

1980-present Mother, Chelsea Victoria Clinton,

banking mess.

1983-84: Chair, Arkansas Education Standards
Committee, education committee that set public school 
standards with competency testing for public schools 
and teachers.
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as perhaps the most controversial and proactive 
first lady since Eleanor Roosevelt Traveled to China, 
Africa and around the world as a goodwill

sworn in 
for second
term. '
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Hillary Rodham Ginton
Cunent Address: 1600 Pennsyivania Ave , Washington. D C 20500 

Prospective Address: Somewhere in New York

EDUCATION 1969: Wellesley College. Wellesley, Mass. Graduated 
with high honors. Gass president and multiple winner 
on televised 'College Bowl' trivia competition. 
The college's first student commencement speaker. 

1973: Yale University. New Haven, Conn. Served 
on the board of editors of the Yale Review of Law 
and Social Action. Canned salmon in Alaska 
during summer vacation.
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Jan. 1995 
Hillary Clinton 
makes debut as 
syndicated 
national 
columist.
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Jan. 1992 Presidential Jan. 1993 July 1993 White May 199* Sept 1994 Health
candidate Bill Clinton, Bill Clinton House report on Paula Jones care reform
on "60 Minutes'with sworn in as firing of travel “ . • — . . .
Hillary, denies affair with president office staff reveals harrassment opposition from
Gennlfer Flowers, but , Hillary Clinton's suit against business and

-------------------  - . involvement Clinton. Republicans.
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