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Pruden on ﬁ*
Politics ¥

By Wesley Pruden m':ky*

Making wifely abuse
a diplomatic incident

KATMANDU, Nepal

Everything comes clear here at the top of the
world, where all things are bright if not necessar-
ily altogether beautiful in the shadow of Everest.

Especially everything about Bill and Hillary.
From this distance they're as transparent as the
polluted Himalayan air.

The Hillary-for-Senate banglet (the noise of it
never had the bass notes nor the percussion qual-
ity to qualify it as a genuine boomlet) is interest-
ing mostly as an exercise in how to get the lap-
dogs of the media to bark after passing trivia, and
as a perfectly executed diversion from the scan-
dal du jour.

What it appears to be, on a long and thoughtful
second glance, is actually a diversion from a di-
version. What may be going on is a carefully plot-
ted scheme to get Hillary to New York, not as a
United States senator but as the U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations.

The latest gossip about whether Hillary is
about to bounce Bill from the boudoir is a care-
fully orchestrated element of the diversion: how
better to reinforce the idea that the first lady has
put up with so much crap from such a cad that
she’s entitled to everything she can squeeze out
of the bum.

The president has an ambassador-designate to
the U.N. in place, sort of; but Richard Holbrooke
could do the president and himself a favor by tak-
ing a powder now. Nobody, and particularly the
Democrats, can be enthusiastic about still an-

/[ other scrubbed-up candidate in a high-profile po-
sition. Mr. Holbrooke knows better than to expect
loyalty from Bill Clinton.

The job at the U.N. is perfect for Hillary. She
would still have to face questioning by the Senate,
but better to face a few docile Republican sen-
ators, who would fall all over themselves to show

; the first lady how
housebroken they really
are. Better than to have
to answer to Rudy
Giuliani, who has
learned the Democratic
technique of talking nice
while applying a dirty
thumb to the eye.

Not only that, stepping
down from the boudoir,
where all the sins have
been committed against
Not a senator her, to the US. Senate,
where sins are commit-
ted against the rest of us, would put her in the
line of fire she has always squirmed away from.
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“T really don’t think that [the Senate] is the
best place for her,” says Mario Cuomo, the for-
mer New York governor who knows a thing or
two about talking the big talk and walking the
small walk. “She’s much better off just being the
big person in the country without having to
worry about being junior to anybody.”

Mr. Giuliani could make her answer the ques-
tions she has so far avoided as the battered little
wife standing resolutely by her man (in a way
that the late Tammy Wynette never would have),
resurrecting all the specifics of her role in White-
water, Filegate, Travelgate, cattle-futures trading,
Castle Grande, the Rose Law Firm billing rec-
ords, her relationship with the late Vince Foster
— just the questions we all thought Kenneth Starr
would get into, and didn't.

What looks goofy to Americans can look down-
right sensible to the Third-World constituencies
of the United Nations. The beauty part is that
Americans don’t expect much of the UN. and
thus really don’t care very much about what goes
on there. We only think about the-UN. when it’s
time to pay the bills, and only then we are forced
to think about it, to resent it anew. Sending Hil-
lary up to the U.N. might be seen by the conser-
vatives as at last giving the UN. what it really
deserves.

Finally, Hillary Clinton could even accomplish
something at the United Nations, driven as she is
by legitimate concerns for women and children,
particularly in that great Islamic crescent
stretching from Suez to Sumatra, where women
enjoy few genuine rights, little respect as
civilized men define respect, and are usually
treated worse than the farm animals.

Pakistani women, for example, are some of the
most courageous women in the world for their
struggle against male barbarism committed in
the name of a perverted faith. A BBC documen-
tary, broadcast last week throughout the Asian
subcontinent, sets out in horrific detail what hap-
pens to women who are uppity enough to demand
to be treated as human: An old goat of a husband
of a 17-year-old wife is freed by the courts after
he punishes her for asking to visit her mother,
burning her horribly with acid; a 30-year-old
mother of two small children is sentenced to 10
years in prison for running away from an abusive

~ husband; a young couple who elope to escape ar-

ranged marriages are forced into hiding to es-
cape a sentence of death.

What an irony if, as a consequence of her pub-
lic humiliation as the most famously abused wife
in America, Hillary could make a difference in
the lives of abused women elsewhere.
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Rudy zooms past Hillary in new poll

By FREDRIC U. DICKER
State Editor

ALBANY — A new poll yester-
day showed Mayor Giuliani
with a clear lead — 11V% points
— over First Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton in a possibie race
for the U.S. Senate.

The Zogby International poll,
the first to show Giuliani lead-
ing, found the mayor “comfort-
ably” ahead of Mrs. Clinton,
48.4 to 36.9 percent.

Giuliani led Mrs. Clinton
among Republican upstate vot-
ers, 55.4 percent to 27.7 per-
cent, and suburban voters, 58.8
percent to 28.6 percent, but
trailed the First Lady among
heavily Democratic city voters,
27.7 percent to 58.8 percent.

The poll, which surveyed 708
likely voters last Wednesday
through Friday, also found that
67.9 percent of New Yorkers
viewed Giuliani favorably, com-

ared to just 51.6 percent with a
avorable view of Mrs. Clinton.

“The honeymoon is clearly
over,” pollster John Zogby said.

“There was kind of a honey-
moon after she announced she
was thinking of running, but
now it is clear what a major bat-
tle she would face if she runs
against Giuliani.”

gby said his poll found that
the “No. 1 issue” for Mrs. Clin-
ton is why is she running and
what she intends to do for New
York state.

“That was cited by 22 percent
of respondents and, in second
place, 9 percent wanted to know
why she still stays with the
president,” he said.

Zogby said three questions for :

Giuliani had been cited by an
equal number of voters: What
will he do about education?
What is his “personal charac-
ter?” And, how does he plan to
fairly represent upstate?
Neither Giuliani nor the First
Lady have declared an intent to
seek the U.S. Senate seat being

' HILLARY CLINTON

- Now trailing by 11'% points.

vacated by Daniel Patrick Moy: "
nihan, but Clinton has triggered
intense national interest and
widespread Democratic - excite-
ment with her open considera-
tion of running next year.
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Gan Rudy Beat the White House?

T sounded like an ordinary presiden-

tial radio address. Every Saturday for

six years, President Clinton, like Rea-

gan and Bush before him, has taken
to the radio to deliver a 10-minute hom-
ily to the nation. Since 1995, Clinton
has used these opportunities to make
news about a host of topics from educa-
tion to crime to Social Security.

But this past Saturday was special.
Clinton’s topic of choice happened to be
police misconduct.

Funny choice of subjects. Could he be
referring to the shooting of Amadou Di-
allo last month, the unarmed West Afri-
can who died in a hail of police bullets?
The White House piously noted that this
was “an obvious” example of what Clin-
ton meant.

Now why would the president, who
has no responsibility for any local police
force, choose to speak out on such a
topic? Is it just a coincidence that his re-
marks hit home to New Yorkers worried
about the police under Rudy Giuliani?
Could the presldent. be trying
to sully the image of his wife’s
{Jutatwe opponent for the

nited States Senate?

If you believe Clinton’s re-
marks were coincidental, you
don’t know Bill and you sure
don’t know Hillary. They
were the beginning of a care-
fully orchestrated effort to
use the White House to dirty
the mayor so the First Lady can defeat
him for the Senate.

Saying he was “deeply disturbed”
about allegations of police {mtallty. the
president’s speech comes after his ap-
gomtees to the U.S. Commission on

il Rights announced that they will
hold hearings on police brutality against
minorities in May. Where? Oh yes. In
New York. Another coincidence.

Clinton dressed up his speech with a

“plan” to curb police brutality. He allo-
cated $40 million to improve police
training ($60 per cop nationwide — you
can do a whole bunch of tralmn for 60
bucks!). He's spending $20 million for
education in integrity and ethics. Add
another $20 million for college schol-
*arships, $2 million for recruiting minor-
ity cops, and $5 million for citizen police
academies to inform neighborhoods
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One suspects the president’s an-
nouncement had three audiences. One
was Rudy. Message: If you run against
my wife, you'll have to contend with me!
Another target was the voters of New
York. For them, the message was sim-
ple: Rudy stinks.

But the third audience was the most
interesting: Hillary herself. The mes-
sage for her? I can help you a whole lot
more if we stay married than if you
walk out.

The New York press faithfully covered
the president’s speech. The Post head-
line read' “Prez: I'll restore your faith in

cops.”

£ Why would the president . . . choose

fo speak out on [police brutality]? Is it
Just a coincidence that his remarks

hit home to New Yorkers worried about
the police under Rudy Giuliani? §

Nobody even cracked a smile when
Clinton said that the key issue was re-
storing public trust in the police. Bill

Clinton’s a great one to restore public
trust. One word from him and it’s bound
to be restored!

The president’s posturing ignored

some important facts about the NYPD.
Complaints to the Civilian Complaint
Review Board are down by 11 percent
over the past two years, even though the
size of the police force has increased.
Complaints which relate to the use of
physical force have dropped by almost a
quarter. |

But since Hillary’s interest in running
for the Senate is up 100 percent, the
criticism has started to rain down on the
police of New York.

The president’s choice of the radio ad-
dress to initiate the charges against the
police is interesting. The advantage of

i~ ‘the radio address is, hat» it i8 Dot covs
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There is no chance that Clinton would
be asked any embarrassing questions
like “is this statement related to Hill-
ary’s candidacy?” The radio address is a
free shot on goal and Clinton used it
Saturday in just that way.

This announcement is, of course, just
the start. Look for a sudden federal in-
terest in the affairs of New York City.
One suspects that clean-air lawsuits, ac-
tions against city prisons and hospitals,
anti-corruption initiatives and a whole
slew of other targeted enforcement ac-
ti‘%ns against Gracie Mansion are not far
off.

We have never had a president — or
his wife — run for Senate while they
still control the White House. Especially
not against a mayor who depends on
Washington for a goodly portion of his

.annual operating and caglt.al budgets.

Federal revenue-sharing dollars under-
write every portion of the city budget —
and so justify federal scrutiny of New
York’s day-care centers, foster-care
agencies, welfare administra-
tion, homeless shelters, jails,
sanitation collection, fire pro-
tection, purchasing proce-
dures, contracting processes
and everything else.

By using a combination of
speeches, conditions attached
to federal funding, regulato
action and lawsuits, the fi
eral government can basically
be used to run a negative campaign
against the mayor. We have often seen
political rivalry between the mayor and
the governor — whoever they may be —
turned to the city’s disadvantage at bud-
get time, but the sight of the full power |
of Washington being turned on New
York City’'s government will not be
pretty to behold.

This new interest of the president’s is
really quite a role reversal. In the past,
Clinton has taken the high road while
Hillary ran the negatives. She orches-
trated the dumping on administration
critics and the attacks on Republican
adversaries while Bill remained above
the fray. Now, the president is running
the negatives while Hillary stays above
the battle.

., Bill Clinton, may. not be fanthﬁl.l, but he‘
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First lady seeks
best platform
for next career

A number of options available;
each has advantages, drawbacks

By Susan Page
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is taking to heart the
theme song from her husband'’s 1992
presidential campaign: She’s thinking
about tomorrow.

While the idea of running for the
U.S. Senate from New York has got-
ten the most public notice, it’s hardly
her only option. Friends say she is
systematically considering other pro-
spects, jobs that could range from
heading a foundation to creating a
public policy institute associated with
her husband’s presidential library to
serving in the Cabinet of, say, a Gore
administration.

One possibility that’s not on the ta-
ble: slipping quietly from the public
scene. Those close to her say she’s
determined to have a voice in policy
and politics. That argues against
some of the most lucrative options
she could pursue, from a partnership
at a premier law firm to a full-time
job in the corporate world.

Money is a factor in her deliber-
ations, associates say, although not
the dominant one. She and President
Clinton have little savings, no home
of their own and huge legal bills. But
a defense fund is raising money to
help pay legal fees, and her husband
will have his own moneymaking po-
tential after the White House.

More serious, those who have spo-
ken with her say, is her concern that
her ability to speak out and bring
about change will fade quickly after
the White House unless she com-
mands some formal platform.

“My sense is, she is very much dri-
ven by the desire and need to do pub-
lic service,” says Harold Ickes, a long-
time friend and Democratic activist
who is helping her consider the Sen-
ate race. “It's almost a moral imper-
ative with her.”

Not since Jacqueline Kennedy has
a first lady left the White House at
such a young age; Hillary Clinton will
be 53. Not since Eleanor Roosevelt
has a first lady faced such a heady
range of possibilities for her life after
the White House — and felt so driven
to deliver on them.

She is discussing her future with a
small circle of advisers, including
her chief of staff, Melanne Verveer,
Democratic graybeard Michael Ber-
man, Ickes and Washington lawyer
Robert Barnett. Barnett was retained
last year by both Clintons to repre-
sent them when they're ready to con-
sider post-White House offers.

More than a half-dozen friends
and associates of Hillary Clinton dis-

cussed her thinking and options for
this story, most speaking on condition
they not be identified by name.

There are obvious downsides to a
Senate race, starting with the pros-
pect of a tough campaign that she
just might lose. If she won, she'd be
barred from earning significant sums
by serving on corporate boards or de-
livering speeches, largely making do
with a senator’s $136,673 annual sala-

ry. Friends calculate she would be
bypassing the chance to make mil-
lions of dollars over the six years of a
Senate term.

But associates say careful consid-
eration turns up complications with
the other prospects, too. As head of a
foundation, she probably would not
be free to engage in Democratic poli-
tics, for instance. As a Cabinet mem-
ber, she would be expected to es-
pouse the president’s views, not her
own.

Some friends suggest that studying
the other possibilities has made a
Senate bid look better. Clinton would
be free to speak her mind, answer-
able only to the voters. Even as the
junior New York senator in the mi-
nority party, they say, she would be a
powerful voice on national issues.

“You can't look at anything in a
void,” says her White House spokes-
woman, Marsha Berry. “When she's
looking at this (Senate race), she has
to weigh it against what other possi-
bilities there are.”

What are they?

‘Social entrepreneur’

Rumors circulated last year that
Hillary Clinton might head the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation when the $4 billion Chicago-
based foundation sought a new presi-
dent. She has some history with foun-
dations and the charitable
organizations they fund. She was
chairman of the liberal New World
Foundation in New York and helped
start the Washington-based Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund.

“There isn't any question” that
some foundations would be eager to
have her on board, says John Walters,
president of the Philanthropy Round-
table, an association of foundations
and donors. He says the first lady
would fit an emerging model for
foundation CEOs: “social entrepre-
neurs” who “try to provide new and
more effective solutions.”

Foundations that focus on children
and families would be especially in-
terested, says Stacy Palmer, editor of
the Chronicle of Philantliropy. From
Hillary Clinton’s point of view, the
ability to finance promising model
projects and promote progressive so-
lutions surely would be appealing.

But nonprofit, tax-exempt founda-
tions are prohibited from engaging in
partisan politics and are famously
leery of generating controversy,
Palmer cautions.

“There are a lot of ways founda-
tions can be influential, but they can’t
be partisan,” she says. “They can't
back candidates. They can't go push-
ing for specific legislation. That
might be frustrating for her.”

And even a CEO has to answer to
the foundation’s board of trustees.

Madame Secretary?

After he was elected in 1992, Clin-
ton discussed with aides the possibil-
ity of naming his wife attorney gener-

By Bebeto Matthews, A

Candidate? Educator? CEO?: Friends say Hillary Rodham Clinton is exploring
a wide range of possibilities for staying involved in public policy and politics.

al, until they realized that such an
appointment was barred by an anti-
nepotism law enacted after Presi-
dent Kennedy named his brother
Robert to that post.

But there is a precedent for a first
lady joining the administration of the
president who succeeds her husband.
Eight months after President Frank-
lin Roosevelt's death in 1945, Presi-
dent Truman appointed Eleanor Roo-
sevelt as one of three U.S. delegates
to the newly created United Nations.
She stayed until President Eisenhow-
er took office seven years later.

Truman had his own motives:
Eleanor Roosevelt was more popular
than he was with liberal Democrats.
For her, the United Nations became
a powerful platform for the cause of
human rights at home and abroad.

A similar political dynamic could
be at work if Vice President Gore
wins the White House on his own in
2000. He could boost his support
among Democratic women and lib-
erals by appointing Hillary Clinton to
a high-profile job. For her part, she
might be drawn to the idea of follow-
ing in Eleanor Roosevelt's footsteps
to the United Nations or becoming a
sort of roving goodwill ambassador.
She has traveled more extensively
abroad on her own than any other
first lady in history; she leaves Sat-
urday for North Africa.

Heading a Cabinet agency such as
the Education Department also

might have appeal.
A spokesman for Gore says i

seems premature to discuss Cabine
appointments when he hasn't yet for
mally declared his candidacy for the
Democratic nomination. But he em
phasizes the respect the vice presi
dent has for the first lady. “Mrs. Clin
ton has done a tremendous job foi
this administration over the last six
plus years,” Gore spokesman Chris
Lehane says. “Right now, we're jus
not in the position where we have the
privilege of being able to discuss
these types of things.”

James Pfiffner, author of The Stra
tegic Presidency and a George Ma
son University political scientist, says
“the political dimension” of an ap
pointment could be tricky.

Hillary Clinton could be a lightning
rod for critics of the Clinton adminis
tration, distracting from and even
overshadowing the new president
Pfiffner sees another red flag: “She
would be playing. a clearly sub
ordinate Kkind of role,” he notes
obliged to articulate and defend the
president's policies even when they
differed from her own. “She may
chafe at that.”

Speaking out

Forget Monica’s Story. Literary
agent Judith Regan says Hillary’s
Story would be the most valuable
book of the Clinton years, easily
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Hillary Rodham Clinton’s career opportunities

" . Art class: With Benjamin Harson and Jen-
" nifer Chong in Queens, N.Y., on March 3.-

By Suzane Plunkett, AP

. Perks: Opportun
. ‘shape national policy on sub-

I they differ from her own

i
Cabinet member

Salary: $151,800 a year
ity to heip

jects such as education and
international affairs

.. Problems: Expected to ar-
ticulate and defend the presi-
dent’s policies even when

dent Gore at a conference in. 1. 14
Nashville in June 1998. v

. Salary: UpmSﬁﬁﬁﬁbﬁfw@.
tell-all book; up to $50,000 per . .
speech b

speak her mind
. Problems: Risk of bacoing .
part of the media maelstrom
ARV €

Write stuff: Promoting her book *

10 Janudy

‘Perks: Herown boss, free'to" -+

. Takes a Village' in Wellesley, Mass,, . &

eclipsing former. White House ad-
viser George Stephanopoulos’ $2.75
million book deal and perhaps over-
shadowing even the' president’s
memoirs, “The more she reveals, the
more valuable the project would be,”;

and a less personal, more policy:.
oriented book would be. less. coms

mercially successful. Hillary  Clins" you,

ton’s 1996 book, It Takes a.Village,

was a best seller. But last year’s Dear .
Socks, Dear.Buddy: Kids' Letters-to " th ,
chik adds. “They want people on the

the First Pets sank without a trace.
Hillary Clinton would be a huge
draw on the lecture circuit, com-
manding as much as $50,000 per
speech. Major speakers’ agencies al-
ready are jockeying to represent her.

But she has told friends she has no
intention of becoming a “talking
head,” one of those ready com-
mentators whom she views with
scarcely disguised  contempt. And
she is sald to be wary of offering
speeches or commentary without al-
so having a structure that offers her a
base and a staff.

One possibility with those benefits
would. be to head a college or uni-
versity. But some academics believe
that's not a realistic option. When
Kansas Sen. Nancy Kassebaum was
mentioned as a possible chancellor
for the University of Kansas in 1994,
an uproar from professors objecting

Jaschik, managing: e the
. Chronicle of Higher Education. “Uni-
hancellors

to her lack of traditional academic
credentials, such as a Ph.D., prompt-
ed her to withdraw her name.
There'’s another. issue, says. Scott
. editor . of y
versity. presidents .and. chan
these days spend a lot of their.time
raising money, and 'generally, you

iy m to..be: somebody. . who doesn’t

yave a lot of people who don't like
"-he _

.-“But all the things about her that
make her controversial are things
‘they would love on the faculty,” Jas-

faculty who everyone is talking
about, who would be provocative,
who would be in the news a lot.”

Health and Human Services Secre-

tary Donna Shalala, a friend of Hilla-
ry Clinton and a former chancellor at
the University of Wisconsin, agrees.
“Most of the universities in the coun-
try would give anything to have her
come and teach,” she says.

Over the long haul, that could
prove to be the most enduring choice
of all, says historian Allida Black, a
biographer of Eleanor Roosevell’s
post-White House years. “You take 15
or 20. graduate students a year and
work them to death, give them post-
doctorates and then place them in
agencies,” she suggests. “Do that for
10 years, and you've got 200 people
running the programs and policy that
you care about.”
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Hillary’s in a N.Y. state of mind

" His close Hollywood friends

Gwyneth Paltrow for Shake-
speare in Love in what might
be' the night's: closest vote (I
wish they announced the vote

grave in Gods and
Monsters, The
movie was a down-

picture in a tough year to call
winners in all key categories.
Life Is Beautiful's Roberto Be-
nigni will win for best actor
(the man is absolutely amaz
ing). I attended a party Marvin
Davis gave in. Benigni’s honor
before he received the Screen
Actors Guild award in Los An-
geles, and the man was totally
captivating. There were 60
guests, and he charmed every
one with his love of life. The
mme-bylheway,lsagem_
I see best actress going to

evening 'will be

and Andrea Becelli sing it to-

Best director will be Steven
Spielberg for Saving Private
Ryan. Guaranteed to happen:
The show will' run. long, and
there will be 4,632 thank-yous.

By the end of the night, those in-
the auditorium will be thanking. .

their urologists for being able to
sit through it all. (That’s an ac-
tual line once used by the late
Danny Kaye, who was. hon-
ored by the Washington Touch-
down Club and who was not
called upon to speak till 1 a.m.
because of all the awards and
thank-yous that ran on before

when Celine Dion

him. So he said, “T would like to
thank my for making
it: possible for me to sit here
through this.") . ..

I have a new pet annoyance:
hospital answering machines.
You call a hospital, and&l
don't get a human being.
get a machine with 11 options.
While you're waiting to hear all
the -options, you could pass
away.. Whatever happened' to
the human being? . ..

Iﬁ:tweek[hnd(hejoybm
lifetime, experiencing
of&anwArMmmxem&I

never thought I would be able

. to hold up, but it’s the best thing

Larry King Live airs nightly on
CNN and is simulcast on the
Westwood One radio network.
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Introspective Hillary

You'll have to wait at least a
month to learn if first lady Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton will run for
the US. Senate from New York,
says Sen. Charles E. Schumer,
New York Democrat.

Interviewed yesterday on
ABC’s “This Week,” Mr. Schumer
said he spoke with Mrs. Clinton
Saturday and learned she’s em-
barking on a “period of introspec-
tion,” in which she will “look
deeply into her soul and deter-
mine whether she really wants to
be senator.”

She is “going to take a good
month at least to do that,” he said,
- adding: “I think she’s very en-
thused about the possibility of be-
ing senator and helping New
Yorkers and Americans, but [she
also has to consider] whether
she’s willing to undergo the ardor
of a campaign. You know how
New York campaigns are, and this
one will be a hot one”

Mr. Schumer, who will become
New York’s senior senator when
fellow Democrat Daniel Patrick
Moynihan retires next year, said
the first lady will not be traveling
to New York during her period of
reflection.

Oh, what a relief

Sen. Robert G. Torricelli, New
Jersey Democrat, was quizzed
-about a possible Senate bid by
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
on “Fox News Sunday.”

He said November is “more
than sufficient time” for her to
decide if she wants to run, given
that another “strong candidate,
Congresswoman Nita Lowey, is
available if she decided not to.”

“I think that this campaign
would be so intense, such a na-
tional spectacle and an ideologi-
cal debate, that, indeed, it would

be a relief to the people of N
York if we could lx'mj?it to lzew
months,” said Mr. Torricelli, who
said he believes both Mrs. Clinton
and Mrs, Lowey could beat New
York Mayor Rudolph Giulianj in a
race for the seat being vacated by
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
While Mrs. Clinton ponders her
political future, Patricia
Schroeder, former Democratic
congresswoman from Colorzdo
and one-time presidential wanna-
be, says she sees the first lady as
a possible presidential or vice
presidential candidate in the
years ahead. Speaking on CNN's
Late Edition” yesterday, Mrs.
Schroeqer said a Senate run by
spn" Cémtog fwould serve as a
ngboard for a possij i
national office. poaKtile bld pae
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Flying north?

As first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton considers her own politi-
cal future, it's important to give
her career record independent
scrutiny.

And we’re not just talking
about two terms as perhaps the
most powerful first lady in Amer-
ican history. Some might have
forgotten, for instance, that from
1978 through 1980 Mrs. Clinton
was chairman of the Legal Ser-
vices Corp. ;

You'll recall Mrs. Clinton and
her friends telling us in recent
months that it would be wrong to
impeach President Clinton and
overturn his election by the vot-
ers. Yet Mrs. Clinton didn’t al-
ways hold to this dictum.

In 1980, we’re told, at the end
of her two-year reign as head of
the board of the LSC, Mrs. Clin-
ton transferred control of the cor-
poration’s television studio, val-
ued at about $1 million, to a legal
activist group known as the Proj-
ect Advisory Group (PAG). This
allowed the latter to produce in-
house media instruction and
training tapes.

“The studio was deemed no
longer useful,” a source tells In-
side the Beltway, “and was simply
given away.”

PAG and legal-service advo-
cates closely associated with Mrs.
Clinton not only made good use of
the studio, but all sorts of class-
action lawsuits were filed to un-
dermine and overturn the pop-
ular election of the then newly
elected president, Ronald Rea-
gan.

Which goes to show the goose
doesn’t always like what it
thought at one time was good for
the gander.
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§oul-searching
time for Hillary

By BRIAN BLOMQUIST

Post Correspondent

WASHINGTON — First
Lady Hillary Roedham
Clinton plans to enter a
month of “introspection”
before announcing
whether she’ll make a run
for the U.S. Senate in
New York, Sen. Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said
yesterday.

Schumer, who said he
talked to Clinton on Sat-
urday, reported that the
First Lady won’t be host-
ing New York political
types or flying up to the
Big Apple during this “pe-
riod of introspection.”

“l think the parade of
people coming in and out
and talking to her is going
to greatly diminish,”
Schumer said. “She’s
going to take a good
month. at least, to do that
and look into herself.

“She has to look deeply
into her soul and de-
termine whether she re-
ally wants to be senator,”
Schuiner said on ABC's
“This Week.”

Clinton is eyveing a run
for the scat being vacated
in 2000 hy retiring Sen.
Daniel Patrvick Moynihan,

She could face Mayor Giu-
liani, who also is looking
at the race.

Among those advising
ber not to run are Liz
Moynihan, the senator’s
wife, and James Carville:
an- adviser to President
Clinton, Newsweek re-
ports.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Clin-
ton’s staff has denied re-
Eorts that her anger at
er husband played a role
in the abrupt ending of

their family ski vacation

and her decision to skip
trips to Central America
and Arkansas with the
president.

President Clinton said
Hillary wanted to travel
with him but couldn't.
“She’s gotta make sure
she’s in really good health,”

he told reporters on Air *

Force One on the trip from
Arkansas to Washington
late Saturday.

Mrs. Clinton’s aides
claimm she reinjured her
hack when she was hit by
a skier in Utah.

This week, Mrs. Clinton
is scheduled to attend four™’
public events with her
husband.
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NEW YORK POST, MARCH 15, 1999

‘WEATHER’ OR NOT: Hillary Rodham Clinton, leav-
ing a church in snowy D.C. with the president yesterday,’
needs a month of introspection before deciding on a
Senate run, Sen. Chuck Schumer says. Reuter
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» Hillary Rodham Clinton is considering form-
ing an exploratory committee for a run in New
York at a Senate seat in 2000, associates say. But
spokesman Marsha Berry says that’s “way, way
ahead of where she is.” — Susan Page

P As sometime: hamene In antbia. stooo

DALY HERALD, Chicago, in an editorial: “Presum- |
ably, one day a woman will emerge from the pipeline
into the Oval Office. But that day might be a ways off. *
And it’s a little discouraging that at least some of the
women poised to run for high office — such as Dole
and (Hillary) Clinton — got there largely because of
their husbands' famous names, instead of solely
through their own efforts.”
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Hill is shopping
New York-style

- - eeame

AST Thursday’s N.Y. Post

headline “Chillary” showing
the Prez and Mrs. Prez staring
icily in different directions? Pos-
sibly it’s coim:identall bug sl;s
‘'was wearing a pearl-and-go
necklace with a detachable
heart. I know the piece: Comes
from Mad Ave's Judith Ripka.
So, maybe she isn’t living in
New York yet but sure as hell
she’s shopping in New York.
aiAnndacluetofi_ssl;::isoriaﬁ:)he

't running for Senator from
here? Watch the lady’s pro-
Palestinian stance. If she backs
| away, she's go.

-
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" Hillary edges closer

Hillary Rodham Clinton, seem-
ingly ever more likely to run for
the Senate in New York, is consid-
ering forming an exploratory
committee that would cover any
costs of her decision-making, the
Associated Press reports.

The idea of such a preliminary
step has been discussed as a way
to avoid questions of impropriety
in the raising and spending of
money, a senior adviser said yes-
terday. The discussions are still
preliminary, and it is possible
that she will not form a commit-
tee, even if she does seek the seat
held by retiring Democratic Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the ad-
viser said.

Still, the talks reflect how seri-
ously Mrs. Clinton is considering
a campaign, reporter Ron Four-
nier writes.

In several interviews this week,
friends and associates said the
firstlady appears more likely
than ever to run for the Senate.
One confidant said she is “very
inclined” to make the race. The
associates caution, however, that
she does not plan to decide until
late summer or early fall.
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Hillary May Form Senate
Exploratory Committee

M FirsT LADY HiLLARY RoDHAM Clinton,
seemingly ever more likely to run for
the Senate in New York next year, is
considering forming an exploratory
committee that would cover any
costs of her decision-making.

The idea of such a preliminary
step has been discussed as a way
to avoid any questions of impropri-
ety in the raising and spending of
money, a senior adviser told the As-
sociated Press Thursday.

The discussions are still prelimi-
nary and it is possible that she will
not form a committee — even if she
does seek the seat held by retiring
Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, the adviser said.

Still, the talks reflect how seri-
ously Clinton is considering a cam-
paign.

In several interviews this week,
friends and associates told the AP
that the first lady appears more
likely than ever to run for the Sen-
ate. One confidant said she was
“very inclined” to make the race.

The associates caution, how-
ever, that she does not plan to de-
cide until late summer or early fall.

Under FEC rules, potential can-
didates can raise and spend money
to “test the waters” and gauge sup-
port for a campaign. They do not
have to register with the FEC, nor
publicly disclose contributions and
expenditures.

But they must raise money within
federal contribution limits, and they
also are limited as to what they can
spend their funds on: polling, travel-
ing and other actions designed solely
to determine whether there is sup-
port for a candidacy.

If the person formally becomes
a candidate, these contributions
and expenditures must be dis-
closed when the first campaign
committee reports are filed.

Polling is not yet being done on
her behall, officials say.

And, in another sign of her
mounting interest, Clinton will meet
at the White House Friday with the
top Democrat in the New York Leg-
islature. Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver encouraged Clinton to run
when she called him last month to
talk about the Senate race.



_sympathy votes if she breaks
~ experts say. :

SPLIT DECISION: Hillary could win
up with Bill
3o

IT DIVIDE

“Hill boosts Senate odds
by ditching Bill: experts

A First Marriage on the rocks could spur Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton to run for Senate, experts said yesterday.

Political pundits said an estrangement makes it easier for
Mrs. Clinton to run for retiring New York Sen. Daniel P.

Moynihan’s seat because it

- gtirs up sympathy for her —
~ and:allows her to fend off
~ embarrassing
“about her hubby’s sexca-

questions

pades.’

“If they are a team, she has to
deny and defend or fudge. If
they aren’t a team, she can say,
‘He's disappointed me, and
that’'s a question you really
need to ask him,” said one
Democratic strategist.

New York Democratic consul-

By Marilyn Rauber and Deborah
Orin in Washington and Robert
Hardt Jr. in New York

tant Hank Sheinkopf predicted
“yoters won’t blame her and they
might even support her more.”
The First Lady is mulling form-
ing an exploratory committee —
the first step toward launching a

full-fledged campaign. Pals say

See HILLARY on Page 20



AND

ONQUER?

'Experts say split with prez

boosts Hill’s Senate hopes

HILLARY from Page 6

she’s leaning toward running.

In New York, Mayor Giuliani,
who might find himself in a race
against Hillary — and whose own
marriage has been dogged by ru-
mors of trouble — said the Clin-
tons’ relationship is nobody’s
business.

“I don’t think it's anybody’s con-
cern but theirs — if it is a con-
cern,” the mayor said.

Marist College Poll Director Lee
Miringoff said a highly publicized
split between the Clintons could
hurt Giuliani.

“If [the Clintons’] marital prob-
lems were to somehow become a
long-running show, of course, it
would then be tough for Rudy to
even get a quote into the paper,”
he said.

New York state Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver, who has
openly urged the First Lady to
run, plans to meet with her at the
White House today.

Meanwhile, President Clinton,
on a four-day goodwill trip to
Central America, came up with a
new explanation for his wife’s
last-minute decision not to go
with him.

Clinton, repeating White House
claims that she hurt her back
during their ski trip to Utah, in-
sisted she would have come along
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is “very angry” with her husband.

“What a lot of people on the in-
side say is that there won't be a
formal separation. It’s just like an
ebbing away,” said a Democratic
source.

Although Mrs. Clinton issued a
statement standing by her man
after his fling with ex-intern
Monica Lewinsky, she’s been si-
lent on Juanita Broaddrick’s re-
cent allegation that Clinton raped
her in 1978.

Today, Clinton makes a senti-
mental journey back to Arkansas
for the dedication of his childhood
home in Hope. His wife isn't

going.

Later this month, while Mrs.
Clinton is in Africa, the president
will go stag to the Gridiron din-
ner — an annual roast of the
First Couple — and the White
House io and TV correspon-
dents’ dinner, both traditionally
?v;ittgnded by the president and his

€. v
Mrs. Clinton kept out of the

public eye sterday. Spokes-

woman Marsﬁ

First Lady “wanted to rest up.”

Despite the back-injury claim,
Mrs (%linwn has shown no sign of
being in pain.

She sat on a hard wooden pew
for two hours at Tuesday’s fu-
neral service for Supreme Court
Justice Harry Blackmun, said ons

Berry said the

KPR
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New York Democrats still courting Hillary Rodham Clinton for Senate
By SHANNON McCAFFREY= Associated Press Writers=

WASHINGTON (AP) Hillary Rodham Clinton kept talk of her could-be Senate
candidacy alive on Friday, huddling in the White House with the New York
Legislature's top Democrat and the state's party chief.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and state Party Chairwoman Judith Hope
joined the swelling ranks of New York Democrats journeying to Washington to
meet with the first lady about a possible Senate bid.

""I'd say she's very interested. That's what I'd say,'' Silver said after
a more than one-hour meeting with Mrs. Clinton in the White House Map Room.

Former Clinton administration advisers Harold Ickes and Mandy Grunwald
also breezed into the White House early Friday afternoon for a meeting with
the first lady. Both are allies of Mrs. Clinton's with strong connections to
New York.

Asked about a possible Senate race, a smiling Ickes said, “°I don't know
anything about it.''

Mrs. Clinton has still not said whether she will run for the seat being
vacated by retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan. But she is apparently
considering forming an exploratory committee that would cover any costs of
her decision-making and allow her to avoid questions of impropriety in fund
raising.

Her spokeswoman, Marsha Berry, said Friday Mrs. Clinton was continuing to
meet and talk with New Yorkers; other associates say she may not decide until
late summer or early fall.

Silver said Friday that timetable would still give her plenty of
opportunities to raise the needed cash for a campaign.

"“She's magic. She's a terrific candidate'' Silver, from Manhattan, said.

Silver said he and Mrs. Clinton discussed the New York political geography
and issues over coffee. He said he urged her to ~“seriously consider
running. '’

Silver, an Orthodox Jew, said he had also asked Mrs. Clinton about
statements attributed to her advocating an independent Palestinian state. He
said Mrs. Clinton had clarified on Friday that the statements were made after
conversations with the late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

' "TIt's an issue that needs clarification as to what her position is. I've
heard her position. I respect that and I understand the context in which it
was made, '' Silver said.

Jewish voters are a crucial block in any New York race and Mrs. Clinton's
most likely Senate race rival, New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, has
already attacked her remarks as seemingly pro-Palestinian.

Hope, an Arkansas native, has been one of the primary boosters of a
Clinton candidacy. She was meeting with the first lady late Friday afternoon.

Mrs. Clinton has already held White House meetings with Moynihan and Sen.
Charles Schumer. Last Friday, a contingent of New York black leaders and union
chiefs paid calls on Mrs. Clinton at a dinner attended by President Clinton.
Among those at the dinner were state Comptroller H. Carl McCall, the only
black elected to statewide office in New York, and his wife Joyce Brbwn, a
former deputy mayor of New York City. Also attending was Bill Lynch, former
New York City deputy under David Dinkins and a top black political operative
now working for a holding company of billionaire Ronald Perelman.

3 j9r e filed by:APW- (NY) on 03/12/99 at 17:13EST ***x*
***x* printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 03/12/99 at 18:32EST **xx*
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A Familiar Name Is No
Guarantee of Victory In
Next Year’s Senate Races

"ve been watching Senate elections for
many years,and Idon’tthink I'veeverseen
so many big names who either are already
candidates for open seats or are being men-
tioned as potential challengers. I'm not mere-
ly talking about strong candidates. I'm talk-
ing about nationally known names or indi-
" viduals who are clearly the
top political playersin their
states.

In Virginia, it’s former
. Gov. George Allen (R)
challenging Sen. Chuck
Robb (D), while in Mis-
souri, it’s Gov. Mel Car-
nahan (D) challenging
Republican Sen. John Ashcroft. These aren’t
ju§t good races — they are simply the pre-
miere contests you could get in each state.

In Missouri, both Ashcroft and Carnahan
have repeatedly proved their electoral appeal.
Ashcroft served as the state’s auditor and at-
tomey general before winning two terms as
govemor. Carnahan served in the state legisla-
ture, as state treasurer and as lieutenant gover-
nor before winning his two terms as governor.

These guys know each other. And they
aren’t exactly friends.

Let me put that another way: Carnahan
clearly despises Ashcroft. In fact, I don't think

Despite a high profile
nationally, narrow wins
over the embattled Florio
and little-known
McGreevey proved
Whitman can turn what
should be an easy win
into a cliffhanger.

I've ever interviewed a candidate who had
more contempt for his opponent than Carna-
han expressed when I met with him recently.

Carnahan not only says the Senator hasn’t
accomplished anything in Washington, he
feels Ashcroft treated him poorly when he was
the Republican’s lieutenant governor. That’s
bound to make for a slugfest.

In Virginia, Robb, married to the daughter
of a former President, was re-elected in 1994
with a measly 46 percent of the vote. He nar-
rowly defeated the controversial Oliver
North (R) in that race, but now must face
Allen, son of the late Washington Redskins
football coach of the same name.

Allen, aformer Congressman who started the
1993 race for governor far behind in the polls
and ended up clobbering the Democratic nom-
inee, Attorney General Mary Sue Terry, 58 to
41 percent, proved popular throughout his term.

The names mentioned in New York,
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Mayor Rudy
Giuliani (R), are even bigger. I don’t know
whether or not either or-both of them will run,

though Giuliani surely sounds like acandidate
in all his interviews. Moreover, the mayor is
apolitician, and politicians run foroffice. With
the governorship not an option, the open Sen-
ate seat will probably be too enticing for Giu-
liani to pass up.

Republican strategists, who figure the may-
or can come close to breaking even in New
York City and win the Senate race by piling
up big margins in the suburbs and normally
Republican upstate, oughtto consider the case
of Bob Greenlee.

Greenlee, the mayor of Boulder, Colo., was
a moderate Republican and successful busi-
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AM-Mrs Clinton Senate, 500
POLITICAL NOTEBOOK: Mrs. Clinton may form Senate committee
By RON FOURNIER= AP Political Writers=

WASHINGTON (AP) Hillary Rodham Clinton, seemingly ever more likely to run
for the Senate in New York, is considering forming an exploratory committee
that would cover any costs of her decision-making.

The idea of such a preliminary step has been discussed as a way to avoid
any questions of impropriety in the raising and spending of money, a senior
adviser said Thursday, speaking on condition of anonymity. The discussions are
still preliminary and it is possible that she won't form a committee, even if
she does seek the seat held by retiring Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, the adviser said.

Still, the talks reflect how seriously Mrs. Clinton is considering a
campaign.

In several interviews this week, friends and associates said the first
lady appears more likely than ever to run for the Senate. One confidant said
she was ~“very inclined'' to make the race. The associates caution, however,
that she does not plan to decide until late summer or early fall.

Under Federal Election Commission rules, potential candidates can raise
and spend money to "“test the waters'' and gauge support for a campaign. They
do not have to register with the FEC, nor publicly disclose contributions and
expenditures.

But they must raise money within federal contribution limits, and they
also are limited as to what they can spend their funds on

polling, traveling and other actions designed solely to determine whether
there is support for a candidacy. If the person formally becomes a candidate,
these contributions and expenditures must be disclosed when the first
campaign committee reports are filed.

Polling is not yet being done on her behalf, officials say.

In another sign of her mounting interest, Mrs. Clinton will meet at the
White House Friday with the top Democrat in the New York Legislature.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver encouraged Mrs. Clinton to run when she
called him last month to talk about the Senate race.

His spokeswoman, Patricia Lynch, said Silver would again urge her to enter
the race when they meet in Washington.

Former Vice President Dan Quayle has a message for the rest of the GOP
presidential field: Catch me if you can.

Though he is lagging in polls that show Texas Gov. George W. Bush as the
early favorite, Quayle says voters New Hampshire and Iowa will determine the
true front-runner next year. He is steering his energy toward those two
early-vote states. _

~“*Then, the rest of them can try to catch me if they can,'' Quayle said at
a school in Indianapolis on Thursday.

Quayle is touring Indiana for a series of fund-raisers and private
campaign events, but he met with reporters to talk about his education reform
agenda. ‘

EDITOR'S NOTE Associated Press writers Shannon McCaffrey and John Kelly
contributed to this report.

ddek filed by:APE-(--) on 03/11/99 at 14:48EST ***x*
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 03/11/99 at 14:52EST ****
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A Senate race not easy one for first lady -- analysts
By Ellen Wulfhorst
NEW YORK (Reuters) - Hillary Clinton leads in the polls, supporters

promise ample campaign funds and her name recognition reaches off the charts.

The marks of of a dream campaign for the U.S. Senate seat from New York?
Not exactly, experts say.

Front-runners have the most to lose, those experts say. And so much early
momentum -- with the election to fill the seat being left open by retiring
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan a whopping 18 months away -- could backfire.

““At this point, as far as I'm concerned, the worst thing in
a campaign is being way out in front,'' said veteran political strategist
David Garth in an interview this week.

As undeclared as she may be, Mrs. Clinton has been propelled to
front-runner status. Polls have put her as many as 18 points ahead in a
hypothetical race against New York City's Republican Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
who is expected to run.

But her lead has narrowed in recent weeks, dropping as low as a
statistical tie with Giuliani in one survey last week.

**A front-runner has no where to go but down, and that's especially true

in Hillary's case,'' said New York magazine's political commentator Michael
Tomasky .

““Her best day, potentially, is the day she announces, and it's down hill
from there,'' he said. ~“When you come down to the atmosphere that real

flesh-and-blood candidates breathe, you start to look a little more human and
a little more flawed.''

Mrs. Clinton's party support is strong, if last week's fundraiser in New
York City offers any clue. The guest list was nearly doubled due to demand,
hundreds of people were turned away and the event raised a half million
dollars.

Even New Yorkers who don't support her want her to run -- gleefully
anticipating a rousing contest between two such strong-willed figures as the
first lady and the mayor.

But the timing so far could be troublesome, said Garth, who cautioned,
““Her problem is opening up too fast.''

‘ ““Right now, she has the wave of empathy, sympathy, etc. that is a
reaction to what her husband did,'' he said. ~~The problem is when people
start to think about her as the Senator from New York.''

For example, he said, look back to her handling of the ill-fated health
care reform proposals early in President Clinton's first term. “"It was a
disaster,'' he said.

For one losing front-runner scenario, analysts point to Geraldine
Ferraro, who ran for the Democratic Senate nomination in New York last year.

She started out in front, only to be roundly defeated in the primary by
Charles Schumer, who went on to oust Republican incumbent Sen. Alfonse
D'Amato.

Analysts say Ferraro, who made history in 1984 as the first major woman
vice presidential candidate, lost in part by riding on her laurels rather than
reaching out to New York voters.

““Her only rationale for running was 'I'm Geraldine Ferraro, I'm famous,
I didn't get in last time and I deserve it,''' Tomasky said. ~"Hillary has to
learn from that and tell voters why she cares about New York and why she
should represent them.''

To win, Mrs. Clinton, who has never lived in New York, needs to stave off
criticism that she is a carpetbagger, said pollster Lee Miringoff of the
Marist Institute for Public Opinion in Poughkeepsie, New York.

““One misspelling of Schenectady and she's in trouble,'' said Miringoff,
referring to a town in upstate New York.

Neither, of course, is she impervious to the threat of Giuliani, who has
strong support for his battles to improve the quality of life and cut the



crime rate in New York City.

Political tactician and former Deputy Mayor Bill Lynch argues that
Democrats need to build a base now for a statewide victory, registering voters
and forging alliances between party strongholds and and weaker locales around
the state.

““My problem is New York Democrats just standing on the sidelines saying
'Run, Hillary, Run' rather than doing something, '' he said.

And so much attention so early could tire out voters long before polling
day, analysts added.

““The worst sin in this business is boring people,'' Garth said.

REUTERS
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just-defeated’ GOP "' /' i( ’AwayinFin where
Sen. Alfonse D’A- ¢ .T'iacomnappeas | &0 watery scenes:did it
mato, whose month-- - “‘”“YWF'“"V - no good. But he’s on
ly effort- will' be . "" the mend, his jovial
called “Ask Alfonse.” ~ ... self, and’ should be released

D'Amato’ "had 'his:' mom, : “any

“Mamma D’Amato,” a cam-
paign staple, at his side as Ken-

.| nedy made the announcement"

Tuesday in New York. The news "
conference quickly focused on"
whetherKennedy will run for

mayor or anything else and on'
the chances of Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton’s entering New

York’s U.S. Senate race in 2000.

“I'm sort of betting she will. I
have a large bet with Rich,”’
Kennedy - said (that’s George "

executive editor Richard

Blow). D’Amato warned  the::

first lady yet again that the 2000

run will be “the Super Bowl of
one heck of

all Senate races. ..
a battle” if she gets in.

Kennedy’s new columnist
predicted his boss “will choose,’

in the fullness of time, to’pur-
sue public service.” Kennedy

ducked as .always::No, he

couldn’t see running for mayor,
“not today.”

He does see many futures: “I
can see myself lying on a beach

lnahammock,solcanseemy-‘

self in' elective ofﬂce
work? “Possibly.”

D’Amato, who lost last fall to
Democrat Charles Schumer,

would advise the first lady “to

decide what do you really want

to do with your life.” The race

~ should not be about “advancing

your name: for history,” but to
aid the state and nation. -

D’Amato 'goes on AOL to-

night’ to solicit questions' (e-"

mail address: Senald
@aol.com) for what’s billed as'

the world’s first political advice
column, to begin in May. '

~day now,”: spokeswoman
Leslee Dart said Tuesday, and
back on his feet. next week,

“ready for~ the Oscars’ (he

‘missed’ the nomlnees “lunch,

“'Screen  Actors Guild Awards

and ShoWest in Las Vegas). .
Woody Allen and wife Soon-Yl'

" turned up at the weekend open-

ing of Lizzie Borden at New

" York City Opera. Writer Peter
" Maas said he also relished “the

soprano with ‘an ax,” while
Kurt Vonnegut tried to figure

- out’ how Lizzie got acquitted

(one theory is that the male ju-
ry didn’t want to. hang a-wom-
an).;... Former Clinton: staff-
er/confidant George. ' Steph-
anopoulos gets two-parties for:
his new book, All Too Human.
Tonight's, at Veruka' in New

-York, co-hosted by ABC News

chief David Westin, draws

.media/literary bigs:: from

Time's. Walter Isaacson. to 60
Minutes” Don Hewitt and
Steve Kroft, plus Al Franken.,
On March 22, Sam Donaldson

‘and’ Cokie ‘Roberts  will be;
TV ' hosts’ at’ the’ Four Seasons in!

Washington. No Clintons:™Ste-
phanopoulos writes heg now

; “the enemy” to them.
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WHO'S AFRAID
CLINTON?

Republicans in Albany have introduced

legislation to create a five-year residency TTSTITYS 5 T TPT S 5
requirement for anyone who wishes to run

for Congress from New York. The bill's

intent: To preclude lllinois-bred and

Arkansas-wed Hillary Rodham Clinton

from running for the United States Senate

from a mail-drop apartment in the Big

Apple.

Now, we understand that it's been a long
winter in Albany (actually, every Albany
winter is long), but the bill begs a question
of the lawmakers:

Have you folks lost your minds?

The bill (let's call it Hillary's Law) makes '
the Republican Party look cowardly,

intellectually bankrupt and ridiculous - in

no particular order.

*CbV\'/Iardly, becalése it signals in Online
unwillingness to do combat with a g
(fleetingly?) popular Democratic icon who Spurtein Lown.
probably pronounces Houston "Hew-ston" | S GRN
and whodoubtless couldn't get from The

Bronx (up) to the Battery (down) on a

subway if her life depended on it - as

would become glaringly apparent during a

campaign; .

*Intellectually bankrupt, because if the
GOP can't develop issues strong enough

. to beat Health-Care Hillary Clinton on the
merits, it doesn't deserve the seat in the
first place; and,

*Ridiculous, because - well, just because.
Does the party seriously think that Rudy
Giuliani, or anybody strong enough to
take the party's nomination away from
him, needs this kind of help?

1of2 3/10/99 10:10 AM
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Please.

The GOP got the tar kicked out of it last
November - Gov. Pataki excluded -
because the Democrats fielded better
candidates and moved sharply to the
center on the issues.

That lesson appears not to have sunk in
yet. Residency laws, indeed.
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By Susan Page :
'USA TODAY , %

“Democrats were lobbying the first 1a-
dy to run for the Senate, andﬂlepn:s-
idential- adviser leading the cam--
‘paign°was Harold Ickes. " .

' But the- first lady involved: wasn‘t
Hillary' Rodham Clinton. And the
.Ickes she consulted wasn't the-for-
mer White House deputyx chief o
staff who has become- the’ point’
son as Clinton_ considers the New
. York race in 2000.
.. Filethis under History Repeats lt-
_self: In’ 1945, as Eleanor Roosevelt
‘welghedwhattodolnherpost\vhlte
' House years, Interior
.,oldl..lckatooktheleadlnln'glng

;ThertorunforanopenSeﬂata,seaan e P 4

- her native New York.

| cut from same cloth |

Har-:.

: D &
© WASHINGTON — New Yémf*’f

OhtomConddemgmnforNYSen-

Now Ickes’ sonhasbecomethepo—wateseatamrrmsbmd'stennapras

litical clearinghouse for Clinton- as
" she considers a race for the same
seat. It has been held in the interim

* by senators including Robert F. Ken-

nedy and Daniel Patrick Moynlhan.
{ who retires next year.

Harold M. Ickes, a longtime Dem:- ,
“ocratic activist in New York, says he:.

wasn't aware of his father’s role in
‘the. prospective Senate campaign
more than a half-century ago. He al-

-'sonotsthathlsm!elsthatofabm—

“ker and resource for Clinton, not an

“advocate for her entering the race.

“I wonder whether Mrs. Clinton,

'since she has a great admiration for

“Mrs. Roosevelt and what she ac-
complished and her wisdom, maybe

< will follow her lead,” he says.

i Hillary Clinton’s  spokeswoman,
'Marsha Berry, says she doesn’t think
‘the first lady is aware of the Roose-
velt situation.

The involvement of Ickw the el-

i der, one of FDR's closest confidants,

} i Is explored by historian Allida Black

«In her book Casting Her Own Shad-
- ow: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Shap-
mg of Postwar Liberalism.

Soon after President Franklin Roo-
sevelt died on April 12, 1945, Ickes

-and his wife, Jane, went to the Roose~

; velts” estate in Hyde Park, N.Y, to
urge Eleanor Roosevelt to run for the

Senate. The Ickes” son was 5 yems
old at the time.

o

“You would be unbeatable and you. .
would help greatly to defeat Gov.

Uiy By KhueBul, AP ;"

RooseveltDeondedshe’dbemost
usefulcominuhghaomerwod( :

2
4
<
b

Eleanor Roosevelt, too, was '

',lobbled fo;' N.Y. Senate seat

Apmm _j

lar tathepossibﬂiﬁ&s belng sugg&st

ed for. Clinton.

Dewey,” the elder Ickes wrote her in * ;- Black says the similarities when it. .
a follow-up letter-dated May: 21. He: :comwtotheSenateracearesu'udng
and other Democrats wanted to hold# but not exact.

the Senate seat and-weaken Thomas

Dewey.,who would be the Republi-
candidate in,1948.
Withln

Roosevelt decided against the race.

She still was considering her op-
tions, she wrote Ickes in a letter dat-
ed May 26. But running for office “is
not the way in which I can be most
useful,” she wrote. She said she
feared eclipsing her sons’ political
ambitions.

Her goal, she said, “is to help the
llberalslnthecountry and if I can
write interesting columns and do an
article now and then, my voice would
not be silent.”

In December, Truman appointed
Roosevelt one of three U.S. delegates
to the newly formed United Nations,
where she served for more than sev-

en years.

There are remarkable parauels',,

between the two women..

Like Roosevelt, Clinton has written

a syndicated newspaper column as

first lady. And Roosevelt considered

such post-White House options as

heading a woman’s college or lead-
ing a liberal advocacy group — simi-

days, however, .Eleanor

“New York, obviously, was Elea-

nor’s. home state, and before she

. went to the White House she was

very active in the Democratic party
structure there,” she notes. ' .

Clinton grew up in Illinois, and was .
educated in Massachusetts and Con-,
necticut. She lived as an adult in Ar-
kansas.,

IfsherantortheSenate,she
would be establishing residency in ..
New .York for the first time. ;

What's more, Roosevelt was seen
asasurewlnnerlrshechosetoenter
the campaign. Political analysts say .
that Clinton could face a tough con-~
test against New York City Mayor Ru-
dy Giuliani,, the likely. Republlcan
candidate.

New York Democrats who are con- .

cemedthatthelrpm-tymlghtlosethe
Senate seat if the first lady decides
running will find cold com_~

against. :
fort in the historical precedent.

Without Eleanor Roosevelt as their
candidate, Democrats lost the race in .
1946, when Republican candidate Ir- .
ving MacNeil Ives easily defeated. .
Democrat ‘Herbert Lehman. Ives,..
would holdtheseattortwoterms.
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7 I'Ieavy carpetbag ' ©
U"“If Hillary Rodhan Clinton:"
.runs for-the U.S: Senngsﬁ:pm New ‘

, York the: carpetbag she’d‘be toﬂ-
*..ing around next year-could be a
lot heavier than many now be-:"
lieve,” writes USA Today polmcal
colummsN Xt' R;(charéi Benede&to
“New, Yorkers.don't mind. .. - -
carpetbaggelrs’, political pundxt& Q
- sayi After all} they elected‘Robert.
* Kennedy of Massachusetts. to tlmes
!“Senate'in 1964 and James:
ley o?f Connecticut in 1970, dldn’
the
il »‘Yes But both had stronger t1es~ 4
to*NeW York: than I-hllary;Chntom
§M& Kennedy;lived.in/New Yorlg‘ 1
 City from aifew month&aftgz 1
- birth in 1926, until:1942: Bq;.kley 4
lived in Connecticut butwasa’ -,
. corporate lawyerin New*York " ‘=
City for 14 yearsbefomrunmng
for the Senate. ' ¥
“But each still had to ﬁght the -
.‘carpetbagger label, Kennedy.
more than Buckley because: his
t association with. New York was'
Iess recent,” Mr- Beriedetto noted..
‘+ The colummst added: “Hillary °
% Clmton also will likely be:accused
~of having'presidential ambitions:
.if 'she runs in New York: But: un- _7

"o ilike Kannedy, she can‘makeno: -

v-—?.--.-e =il __‘,,,T____.
jtenuous clmms to the stateiShe
was born and raised in Illinois;
went to school in Massachusetts:
and Connecticut and has spent :
the majority of her adult life in
: Arkansas and Washmgton D C "Z 5
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Are We Ready to Elect
'First Woman 'President?

Politics ® Elizabeth Dole |

is gearing up. But many
analysts say that a female
vice president would
have to clear the way.

i By MARTIN MILLER.
b STAFF WRITER ‘

3 4 Ij‘he next U.S. presidential
election could someday be
remembered as a stunning
~‘reversal of fortune and roles for
i " the Dole family.. 2
;- In 1996, former U.S. Sen. Bob
. . Dole was almost president, and his
.. ' wife, Elizabeth Dole, almost first
lady. Four short years later, how-
. ever, Elizabeth could conceivably
"~ become the first woman president,
while her husband could become

- the first “first gentleman.”
~'With the election about 20
‘months’ away, Elizabeth Dole," a

2 e

T

-

- head of the Red Cross, joins the
< head of a pack of hopefuls bidding
* for the Republican nomination,
* according to a recent Los Angeles
. Times Poll. Dole commanded 25%

2t
L i

former Cabinet officer and retired

will - be 7 president,” “said Ruth
Mandel, ' a - professor at Rutgers
University who is recognized as a
leading expert‘on women in poli-
tics. “The breakthrough will be

' historic.”

*. " Though noting women are still
..-:undefrepresented in politics, ana-
‘lystspoint to the electorate’s

:women: in: Congress ‘than: at any
. other'time, and First Lady Hillary
‘Rodham' Clinton may join the
- august group if she decides to run
- for the Senate seat from New York.
And' recent. years have also seen
the first women rise to U.S: attor-
‘ney general and secretary of state
postsi: 4 bR
1 “It’s a case of the extraordinary
 becoming the ordinary overnight,”
yadds Mandel,. director of the
Eagleton - Institute' of Politics in |
New Jersey. “It wasn’t so long ago |
that people thought it inconceiv-
able that a woman be on the Su-
preme Court.” Then, “that hap-
pened. Then, they said the same
thing about secretary of state, and.

IR r T b o 32 o
[ 25 00 B

D

support and was eclipsed in the
poll only by Texas Gov. George W.
- Bush, the son of the former presi-
" dent. ) ,‘ t 3

* Neither candidate has officially

D

Ty

but both are positioning them-
selves to do so. Bush took the nec-
- essary first step Sunday of forming
an exploratory. committee to seek
the presidency, and Dole is ex-
pected to do the same Wednesday.

e o YT

(R 12 Al
-a

v

bers raise, ‘once again,” a long-
‘standing - question of  American
. politics: Will the world’s most
' powerful democracy elect a
. woman president any time soon?
" A definitive answéer may finally
be coming. If not Dole in 2000,

- T o o
(s . , e RO Tt

. then another woman will become ‘|

i* head of state, probably within a

!~ generation, many political analysts |

contend. ;

declared his or her candidacy yet, '

Dole’s surprisingly strong, num-.

then that happened.” *
Nowhere was the rise in women,
leadership- displayed . more dra-
matically than at a January swear- -
rng—in ceremony’in Arizona. The

e L

governor, secretary of-state, attor-
'| ney general, treasurer and schools
/" chief were all women, which made
Arizona the first state with an all-
female line of succession. ‘

But winning a state is.one thing,
winning the White House is an-
other, analysts point out.” Ger-
aldine Ferraro is the closest any
woman has come to being elected
to the presidency—and that wasn’t
very close. In 1984, the Democratic |
ticket of Mondale-Ferraro lost con- |
lvincingly to the Republican ticket |
|of Reagan-Bush. ) ;o
After a 16-year .absence, a
|woman may yet again appear- on

\the Democratic ticket as a vice
-presidential candidate, analysts
predict.. Democratic strategists
think the public will warmly re-
ceive a woman vice president, es-
pecially if Dole chooses not to run.

“It's inevitable that a woman

' growing acceptance of women as
~leaders.- With. 56, there are-more;/
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GOP introduces
anti-Hill bill to
nix Senate bi

ALBANY — Call it “Hillary’s Law.”

Republican lawmakers have quietly introduced a bill aimed at

barring First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton from running for the

Senate in.New York.

The legislation would require a candidate to have lived in n New

York for at least five years to be
elected to the U.S. Senate or
. House. New York currently has
noIrem&:ancyhrequlremen:J
5 ought ' carpet-bagging
went out in the 1860s,” said As--
semblywoman  Nancy - Calhoun
(R-Orange County), a sponsor of
the measure.

“We have lots of talent in both :

parties within this state, and’
certainly our next senator
should come from New York.”
But state Democratic boss Ju-
-dith Hope said the bill shows
that state Republicans are bent
on persecuting the Clintons
much the same way she ¢
Washington, D Re ubhcans
'dxd—atthexrownpe

“I love it!” Hope said of the -
bill.

“Here the Republicans are
talking about how to stop Hlll

By GREGG BIRNBAUM
Post Correspondent

ary Clinton from going to work

“for the people of New York. It’s

beautiful ... . I hope they keep it
up. They think people elected
them to get the Clintons.

“If they keep it up, they’re
going to guarantee, No. 1, that

- she runs, and, No. 2, that she’ll

win,” she said.
Mrs. Clinton — who has never

lived in New York — has said

she is giving serious considera-

‘tion to running for the seat :

being vacated by retiring Sen.

Daniel Patrick : Moymha.n in.
. 2000.

On the GOP side, Mayor Giuli-
ani has emerged as the likely

' HILLARY CLINTON
Has never lived here.

candidate, but he has not an-’

nounced his decision yet.
Republicans backing the resi-

dency bill said they recognize it

stands no chance of winning

* passage in the Democratic-con-
trolled - Assembly..
z :,Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Man-

hattan) is' strongly encouraging

Assembly

the First Lady to run for the
Senate next year. ;

Under state law, candxdates
for the state Legislature and for

- governor must have lived in the

state for five years before thelr
election. -

But there are no such restric-:
- tions for congressional candi-
dates:. The'candidate must sim--
~. ply be a resident of the state on-

Election Day to qualify for the
office. :
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billy, john, norm: jack anderson is reporting this today:

bc-MGRwed

Anderson column

GNS transmits this column only for those Gannett-owned papers
that have contracted with the appropriate syndicate for its use.

For advance March 10, 1999

By JACK ANDERSON

And JAN MOLLER

United Features

. NEW YORK CITY -- Hillary Rodham Clinton will not run for the
Senate next year from this state, according to White House sources.

The prospect has been a wonderful distraction and ego uplift for
the first lady, but it is not going to happen, these knowledgeable
sources told our associate Dale Van Atta.

They emphasize that Mrs. Clinton has not made a final decision
yet, but she is leaning in the direction of passing up the Senate
race as of last week -- even as she was visiting this city in what
appeared to be a candidate’s outing.

We were the first to report the strong possibility that she
would run for the seat to be vacated by Democratic Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan. Our column on this subject ran last Nov. 27.

Despite being first on the subject, we now conclude that she
will not run, based on information from our White House sources, and
our own knowledge of the first lady’s persona. There are three key
reasons for what we predict will be her final decision to take a .
pass.

The first, and most important, is that she would find the
campaign extremely distasteful and repugnant, because of the
' "unseemly’’ charges likely to arise during a New York campaign.

Mrs. Clinton is a fighter, and would be prepared to fend off
questions about older Arkansas-based scandals like Whitewater and
her lucrative commodities trades.

But what she fears most is that the most personally painful
material about her husband’s sexual indiscretions would be raised
again and again in such a campaign.

' 17he role she hates most is that of the blind-and-loyal wife,’’
explained a White House source close to Mrs. Clinton. ‘’She doesn’t
want to be cast in that role again, especially in a New York Senate
race."'’

The same source says Hillary wasn’t nearly as upset by the
Monica Lewinsky hoopla as she was by the rape allegation recently
floated against her husband. The source refused to speculate on
whether she was surprised about the report, or believes her husband
is innocent.

' 'ghe was just very upset that this thing would be publicized,
just when she thought all this mess was pretty much over,’’ the
gsource said. ’'’Now she can’t be sure there aren’t more land mines
like this out there, that would come out if she ran in a Senate race
-- to embarrass her.''’
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The second reason, confidantes say, is that it’s not a certainty
that she could beat this city’s popular mayor, Rudolph W. Giuliani.
Once the ’‘shine’’ and novelty of her possible run wore off,
early polls began shifting back to Giuliani in what appeared to be a
dead heat. The Republican Giuliani wouldn’t sling dirt against the

first lady, but he would play the ’’carpetbagger’’ issue to the
hilt. He would charge that she was less interested in helping the
citizens of New York than in gaining a political position to push
her more national and international views.

One source in the mayor’'s office says Giuliani might put Hillary
in a bind by pushing issues that would be beneficial to New York,
but might not be good national policy. The goal would be to divide
the Clintons by forcing Hillary to adopt a position contrary to her
husband’s.

Such political ploys aside, Giuliani is a strong issues
candidate because of his record turnaround of crime and the economy
of America’s largest city.

Finally, many sources believe Hillary will forsake a race
because the job of New York senator is too small and domestic for
her overall vision.

Mrs. Clinton has great strength on the world stage -- on issues
like women’s rights. If Vice President Al Gore won the presidency,
she might like to go the Madeleine Albright route -- acting first as
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. If Gore were amenable,
though, she might just like to skip straight to Secretary of State.

Confirmation for either position would be a cakewalk compared to ,
a New York Senate race. '

If Gore didn’t win, or wasn’'t amenable, there are other world-
class positions for the then-former first lady. She could take a
post as the head of one of the United Nation’s many organizations.
Or, more likely, as we’'ve mentioned before, she might head the World
Bank or a similar organization that dispenses aid and money

to developing nations.

The White House sources who say she is leaning against running
in New York report that she will make this announcement in the near
future. The positive publicity that the potential race gave to her
and her husband has been well spent but was already pushed off the
front pages late last week by Lewinsky and other stories, so its
high-profile appeal has worn off with the media.

And the longer she waits, the more unfair it is for a fellow
Democrat to run in this state -- which would obligate a late-
declining Mrs. Clinton to raise serious funds and do serious
campaigning for any other candidate whose fund-raising and
campaigning she had delayed.

Write Jack Anderson and Jan Moller, United Features, 200 Park
Ave., New York, NY 10166
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ﬁillary Rodham Carpetbag? It’s up to you, New York |

If Hillary Rodham Clinton runs
for the U.S Senate from New York,
the carpetbag she’d be toting around
next year could be a lot heavier than
many now believe,

New Yorkers don't
mind carpetbaggers, po-
litical pundits say. After
all, they elected Robert
Kennedy of Massachu-
setts to the Senate in 1964 .
and James Buckley of
Connecticut in 1970,
didn’t they?

Yes. But both had
stronger ties to New York
than Hillary Clinton has.

ning for the Senate.

But each still had to fight the car-
petbagger label, Kennedy more
than Buckley because his assocla-
- tion with New York was

less recent.

The New York Times,
a newspaper inclined to
back Democrats, en-
dorsed Kennedy’s
Republican opponent,
incumbent Kenneth
Keating. In a series of
editorials, the Times de-
nounced “the Kennedy
Blitzkrieg” on New York
and charged that be was

Kennedy lived in New
York City from a few
months after his birth in 1926 until
1942. Buckley lived in Connecticut
but was a corporate lawyer in New
York City for 14 years before run-

using the state as a step-
pingstone to the presi-
dency. Kennedy did indeed run for
president four years later, oniy to be
assassinated minutes after winning
the California Democratic primary.

Hillary Clinton also will likely be
accused of having presidential am-
bitions if she runs in New York. But
unlike Kennedy, she can make no
tenuous claims to the state. She was
born and raised in Illinois, went to
school in Massachusetts and Con-
necticut and has spent the majority
of her adult life in Arkansas and
Washington, D.C.

New York Republican Gov.
George Pataki has made clear that
the GOP will make her lack of New
York roots an issue if she makes a
run next year for the seat of retiring
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

“She’s thinking about moving to
New York to straighten things out.
Well, let me say with all due respect,
we don‘t need liberal Democrats
moving from Washington to the
states to straighten out the states. I
think we can find a New Yorker who

can do the job for us,” he said.

Up to now, most of Hillary Clin-
ton’s visits to New York have likely
been to attend Democratic political
events such as the one last week at
which she flirtatiously toyed with
her admiring audience about her
chances of running.

“There was talk I might have an
announcement to make,” the first la-
dy told the Democratic National
Committee’s Women'’s Leadership
Forum. “I do not.”

Groans of disappointment ail
around.

But there were groans of anger
among many New York Democrats
in August 1964 when Robert Kenne-
dy decided to enter the Senate race
there. Charges of opportunism
flared because Kennedy made the
decision only after Lyndon Johnson
rejected him as his vice presidential

candidate. Democrats who were
considering running that year, oniy
to be shoved aside by Kennedy, be-
came embittered. One was Adlai
Stevenson, ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations. in the Kennedy and
Johnson administrations.

“The avarice of the K's makes me
sick,” he wrote a friend angrily after
Kennedy entered the race.

Johnson wrote in his memoir The
Vantage Point that he felt obliged to
support Kennedy’s run, mostly out
of loyalty to his slain brother. But it
came at a price.

“I had to disappoint a friend —
Adlal Stevenson, who at that point
had decided to seek the New York
senatorial nomination himself. He
abandoned the idea when I told him
that I felt I must support Bobby. Ste-
venson was hurt, and my inability to
encourage him constituted one of

my deepest regrets about the New
York campalgn,” Johnson wrote.

In the end, Kennedy won the elec-
tion. But not without a tough fight
and a strong ride on Johnson'’s coat-
talls. Johnson, running for president
that year, carrled New York by
2.7 million votes. Kennedy won by
720,000 votes.

If Hillary Clinton runs in New
York, her race won’t be a breeaze ei-
ther. She could face New York City’s
popular mayor, Rudy Giuliani. Lat-
est polls already show that hypo-
thetical race nearly tied. In a close
contest, and burdened by a car-
petbag, could she count on Al Gore’s
coattalls to help pull her to victory?

Richard Benedetto’s column ap-
pears Mondays. Past columns on
USA TODAY Online at www.usato-
day.com
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e Continued from Page 1A

do the same were tennis great Bil-
Hpig; Jean King, who initiated the
7 i professional basketball play-
“erNikki and Olympic gym-

‘l conducted, ni.ecua m&r
7S, -8l e, sidelings while
: w-itzfan hour and. a half for
g .Clinton. But their appear-
W"di' ’t matter much to.the
E.:-';Wben an announcer. finally

aid,., “Please ‘welcome the first
_ilady .of the United States,” the
:;tqeps stood and screamed as
dhough a rock star were walking
throigh the door. Whesn ﬁs;u%;:ag
ARG asketball player So 1
.,jgh':)duced her as “hopefully, a
peumner,” the crowd went wild

(AgaLn- : : )
s pHillary Clinton coyly side-
stepped the issue of her political
sfuture in her remarks, in which
iesbe managed to tie together pitch-
es for women's sports and Presi-
..dent Clinton’s proposal to' hire
Jagre teachers..
: But the sophisticated teen-agers
- of New York City knew what was
. up. They knew Hillary Clinton was
\ seriously considering a run for the
' Senate from their state. They knew
this was just the last campaign stop
' for her two-day, support-gauging
swing through the city.

They won't be able to vote in
the 2000 election, but they love
Hillary Clinton, and it’s likely that

ny of their parents do, too.

"New York state held an elec-
tigm today for the Senate seat held
. for four terms by Democratic Sen.
Dahjel Patrick Moynihan, Hillary
Clinton would win the sympathy
i vote for stoically standing by her
} man in the worst of times.
! In New York City, she would
| take the liberal Democrats’ vote,
! the women’s vote and the votes of
{ ethnic minorities. Middle<class

EYk )

ar

ad
ance on a television monitor. - ::
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Tshirts advexts-

h

led Dare to Compete: The Strig-
in Sports. On hand o
* Sea FIRST LADY, Page 1

turf

ome
Rodham Clinton, firstlady and pé:

All wore blue
The first tady was to help hadk
new HBO Sports documentary

Women in S

 ing a television program they ha
never heard of. In another room &}

than the schodl, 600 more waited 3o

tential Senate candidate from

NEW YORK — At Inlermediate their state.

School 70 in downtown Manhat-
tan, audience members were get-

st

watch Rillary Clinton's appe

n a concretewalled ca

i

BY SUSAN ROTH

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

asium had been waiting gleof

ung teen-agers usually are,
. 'The 600 students of all shapes,
sizes and ethnicities who jammed

ing restless Thursday, but they
[were much more patient

.,

{¥into rows of folding chairs and a

tbleachers
“more than an hour to see Hillary

| 0N Posst

iy
R L3
-8

folks look up to her, and the rich
and the intelligentsia “like her
style, her professionalism and her

ty. '.

. But New York City is not New
York state, with its vast rural ar-
| eas, smalley-cities and moderate-
to-conservative' Republican strong-
holds. Recent polls. put- Hillary
1 Clinton in.a dead heat with her po-
tential Republican opponent, New
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
even with her high name recogni-
tion.and celebrity status.

The election is 20 monfths away
and politicians and regular folks
alike sought to warn her last week
about the potentially bruising bat-
|tle ahead. -
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—~—-while fellow Democrats have
_respectfully backed away from
\“candidacies, waiting for the first
! lady to decide, Hillary Clinton
~ would face a formidable task beat-
ing Giuliani, who has said he will
run if she does.

The mayor, who went to Wash-
ington to court fellow Republicans
while the first lady wvisited his
town last week, has a reputation
for tou ess that has angered
many New Yorkers. Still, many
herald his accomplishments in
lowering the city’s crime rate and
improving its image, which has
brought a new wave of economic
| development and tourism.
| Terry O'Brien, a spokesman for
i the New York Republican State
i Committee, said the hints of a
| Hillary Clinton candidacy have en-

ergized the state's conservative
Republicans.

“She has never held elective of-
| fice, but she does have a record.
! And it's not a good one,” O'Brien
said, citing the first lady as “the ar-
chitect of that disastrous health-
care plan” in 1993.

New York’s voracious_ media,
which sereamed last week about
.Monica Lewinsky's television in-

terview and new book, would raise
-questions over Whitewater —
questions Hillary Clinton has
avoided, O'Brien said. “We would-
! n't even have to bring it up.
' “Campaigns are not tea time
! here.,” O'Brien said. “They tend to
.be bare-knuckle affairs, particu-
' larly with the media scrutiny. She
has been very insulated from
that™

Hillary Clinton has never lived
l or worked in New York — constitu-
tionally, she has to establish resi-
dency only as of Election Day —
and O'Brien said the GOP won't
have to work very hard to exploit
her outsider status,

York City person coming
Arkansas and trying to tell people
what their problems are,” he said.

But her audiences last weekin-
cluded only her obvious support-
ers. .

Besides the school event in
Manhattan on Thursday, the first
\lady spoke at a Queens intermedi-
late school about the importance of
arts in education. She addressed a
sold-out crowd of more-than 1,000

“1t would be like a liberal New
3 Pl

—

female Democratic donors at a
luncheon sponsored by the
Women's Leadership Forum, a
branch of the Democratic National
Committee, raising $500,000. And
she spoke of women's rights and
human rights to an audience of 500
celebrating International Women's
Day at the United Nations.
illary Clinton seemed most at
home, though fatigued, at the Unit-
ed Nations, where there was not
even an-oblique mention of her
olitical potential, Speaking after
N. Secretary-General Kafi An-
nan, Hillary Clinton passionately
argued that “it is no longer accept-
able to say the abuse of women is
cultural. It should be called what
it is — criminal.”
- She was least comfortable, by
contrast, at Wednesday’s overtly
. political lunclieon at the'Plaza Ho-
tel; where state Democratic Chair-

* man Judith Hope urged her to run.

Hillary Clinton seemed to be seek-
ing a justification for her candida-
cy when she spoke, addressing the
importance. of :‘women’s political
involvement:  Afterward the audi-
ence talked enthusiastically about
a Senate run and ultimate victory.

For several of the politicians in
attendance, however, it was an op-
portunity to warn her.

“She'is not a shoo-in. It would
be a very competitive race,” said
Mark Green, a Democrat who .is
second in line to the mayor’s job,
which ' ‘he ' tesperately wants.
Green is the city’s public advocate
— an ombudsman for residents’
complaints — and would automati-
cally become mayor if Giuliani
were to step aside to run for Sen-

ate.
" Green said he believes Hillary
Clinton can overcome the ‘“out-

sider” label.

“It depends on how she runs,"”
he said. “She has a public modesty
and true curiosity about people
and the state that could answer
cynics. She has fame withaut arro-

. gance, which is disarming to New

Yorkers.” '

TO MARSHA BERRY
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Peter Vallone, the Democratic
president of the City Council who
lost ‘the gubernatorial- race. last
year to incumbent Republican
George Pataki, said Hillary Clin-
ton has already withstood a storm
of damaging publicity in the last
year but she has to woIty about
fund raising and her outsider im-

e. . .
“New York .politics result' in
tremendous personal strain,” Val-
lone said, echoing the. GOP. “You
can't get away with double talk
here. ... She could win -She is a
very gutsy woman. Butin this busi-
ness, you can never think you have
anything sewn up.” - - . b
Vallone . said he believed
Hillary. Clinton “came. . about -as

close as-she could pq_s_sgibly come .
to announcing without announc-.

ing” in her lunchecn address. “I

think she set the table,* he’said.
“She'll get it.” predicted Hector

Centeno, a trucker from Queens

who was- hauling pallets .and

- watching the gpwgg-e@e’ged'_ont-

side the Plaza.." :

. “There’s nobody like Rudy Giu-
liani,” Centeno said. “They won't
vote for him again. They know him

_now, and they don't like him. When

you want to win something, you're
sweet. But when you get it, your
true personality comes out.” ?
Leo Hartnett of Manhattan, who
was .working the counter. at 18th
Street. News, .which sells -maga-
2ines and newspapers from all
over the world, He likes
Hillary Clinton, and he liked her
health-care plan. He thinks Giu-

liani has dpo the city aloni
racial and ethnie lines. “We're al
-gseparated now. It's terrible.”

R hink she could win now. She

could beat Gi 7 he.said.'’

. 1:: :“But that's'not th year, right?

That’s next year. That’s a long time
from now. A lot could happen be-
tween now and then.” -

P.B4 11
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First Lady Speaks on Women’s Issues at U.N.

By ELISABETH BUMILLER

On the second day of her visit as a
potential candidate for a New York
Senate seat, Hillary Rodham Clinton
spoke out yesterday at the United
Nations against ‘‘the egregious and
systematic trampling’” of women’s
rights under the Taliban in Afghani-
stan, and called the trafficking in
women and children in Asia an inter-
national human rights violation.

Mrs. Clinton, who has made the
human rights of women a focus of
her work as First Lady, has spoken
out repeatedly on both issues, and
her remarks were consistent with
Clinton Administration policy. But
they come as she is under increased
scrutiny as a potential Senate candi-
date, and underscore her strong
stand on women'’s issues.

In a 30-minute speech to 1,000'Unit-
ed Nations staff and delegates on the
United Nations Trusteeship Council,
Mrs. Clinton said she had spoken
with young girls in Thailand whose
parents had sold them as prostitutes.

“You could often tell the home of
where girls had been sold because
they might even have a satellite dish,
or an addition built onto the house,”
Mrs. Clinton said. “But I met the
girls who had come home after they
had been used up, after they had
contracted H.1.V. and AIDS. If you've

ever held the hand of a 13-year-old
girl dying of AIDS, you can under-
stand how critical it is that we take
every step possible to prevent this
happening to any other girl, any-
where, in the world.”

Mrs. Clinton also cited the ‘‘iron
rule” of the Taliban, an armed reli-
gious movement in Afghanistan that
has kept women from working or
going to school. Echoing remarks
often made by Secretary of State
Madeleine K. Albright, Mrs. Clinton
said: “It is no longer acceptable to
say that the abuse and mistreatment
of women is cultural. It should be
called what it is — criminal.”

In the afternoon, Mrs. Clinton
spoke about women’s sports at the
Lab School at the O. Henry Learning
Center in Chelsea, where a student
basketball player, Sofia Totti, intro-
duced Mrs. Clinton as “hopefully, a
runner.”

Mrs. Clinton grinned — the only
sign she gave yesterday to New York
Democrats who are in a frenzy hop-
ing that she will run next year for the
Senate seat being vacated by Daniel
Patrick Moynihan. All day, Mrs.
Clinton avoided the crowd of report-
ers trailing her. Three times at the
United Nations, Mrs. Clinton walked
silently by reporters, who were
shouting questions about the Senate
race from behind a barricade.

Marsha Berry, Mrs. Clinton's
press secretary, said the First
Lady “‘doesn’t have anything to add
right now” to her earlier comments
about the race. Last month, Mrs.
Clinton said she was giving ‘‘careful
thought’' to a Senate run and that she
would make a decision “later this
year.” Her advisers have not given a
more specific timetable, although
the view of New York Democrats is
that the longer Mrs. Clinton waits to
announce a decision — perhaps as
late as the fall — the more likely she
is to run. Many Democrats want her
to make up her mind more quickly so
that she does not hamper other can-
didates from raising money.

Mrs. Clinton appeared at the Lab
School to promote an HBO film on
women’s sports with Billie Jean
King, the former tennis champion;
Nikki McCray, the women's basket-
ball star, and Dominique Dawes, an
Olympic gold-medal winning gym-
nast.. In her remarks to teachers and
junior high school students, Mrs.
Clinton said she wanted Congress to
make lowering classroom size its
‘‘top priority.”" She also recalled
playing “half-court’” basketball in
high school, when girls had to stay on
one side of the court. Mrs. Clinton
said the girls asked why they could
not play like the boys and were told,
“We're sorry, but we just don’t think

James Estrin/The New York Times

Hillary Rodham Clinton at a
school in Manhattan yesterday.

girls’ hearts can take that much ex-
ertion.”

Mrs. Clinton seemed to have a lot
of support among the students, a
number of whom volunteered to re-
porters that they had seen the *“20/
20" interview with Monica S. Lewin-
sky the night before. ‘‘Hillary is very
strong,” said Christopher Williams,
13, an eighth grader. “If she can live
through that and get along, she’s like
Superwoman. That’s a lot of stress.”




THE WAsHINGTON Post

C(

C12 Fripay, MArcH 5,1999 &

r

JUDY MANN

The Time's Not Ripe for a ‘Sen. Clinton’

eave it to the Clintons to keep the national
pot boiling. We'd barely come out of the
theater of the absurd after watching the
ent trial bomb, and there to greet us in
the bleak light of a February afternoon was the
prospect of Hillary Rodham Clinton running for
the U.S. Senate from New York.

As first lady, Clinton has been one of the state’s
most frequent and visible visitors. But, like Robert F.
Kennedy did decades ago, she’s got her eye on that
Senate seat before having a legal residence in the
state. Another negative being raised by New Yorkers
is that she is relatively unfamiliar with the state.

Those are not particularly compelling reasons
for her to pass on the opportunity. Residency is as
easy as buying a condo, and Hillary Clinton is one
of the quickest studies I've ever seen. In her travels
around the world, she knocks people out with her
knowledge of various regions. She is a legitimate
expert on issues that transcend New York: health
care, child welfare and development, to name a
few. She would be a compelling and forceful
advocate for the interests of women, young people
and families, and for job development and worker
retraining—two of upstate New York’s most
critical needs.

In her, we'd see the difference between lip
service to family values and genuine service to
families.

The “but clause” comes now.

The nation needs a break. The Clintons have
done more than their share of nontraditional
things, and we don’t really need one more stormy
round of political and emotional divisiveness
swirling around Hillary Clinton as she runs for the
Senate while still first lady. It's a lousy idea,
fraught with potential conflicts of interest, ranging
from who is paying for her transportation and
Secret Service costs while she’s campaigning to
what she’s doing in New York when she ought to
be in the White House. Hillary Clinton’s
popularity is at its peak right now because she
stood by her man and kept her family together in a
time of grave peril. But you can bet the mortgage
that a Hillary Clinton run for the Senate while she
is in the White House would provoke a firestorm
from the right wing, which is flapping around for
an issue like a beached whale dying for lack of
water.

We don’t need it, and she doesn’t need it.
Besides, what’s the rush? As Geraldine Ferraro
pointed out in last week’s Time, Sen. Peter
Fitzgerald (R) will be up for reelection in 2004
from Illinois, Hillary Clinton’s home state. Sen.
Tim Hutchinson (R-Ark.) will be up in 2002, and
heis the brother of Rep. Asa Hutchinson (R-Ark.),
one of the House impeachment managers.

Rep. Nita M. Lowey (D-N.Y.), who is
considering a Senate run, has told Clinton that she
will step aside if the first lady chooses to run. In
turn, Lowey said, Clinton has said she will make
up her mind in a timely fashion so that Lowey
won’t be left hanging. She and Clinton are close,

and they met last week.

“It’'s a major change in her life,” Lowey said in
an interview. “The impeachment process has just
been over. It's draining. She has to sort out many
aspects of her life. I respect her decision-making
process.”

Lowey secured a national reputation last fall
when she went to the mat in the midnight hours of
the budget fight to force health insurers of federal
employees to cover the full range of
contraceptives. The measure will have huge
impact, since private health insurers generally
follow the lead of federal insurers. A six-term
representative, Lowey serves on the
Appropriations Committee, where she has
championed increased funding for breast cancer
research (from $88 million in 1989 to more than
$500 million this year). She also has backed
biomedical research, helped save the Public
Broadcasting System and turned federal support
for after-school programs from a $1 million drop in
the bucket three years ago to a $200 million
commitment this year. It's an understatement
when she describes herself as an “effective,
aggressive legislator.”

“I'look at Hillary as being in a special category,”
Lowey said. “If I stay in the House, I will continue
to gain seniority and make a difference in the lives
of people. . . . Serving in the Senate is an expanded
opportunity to do good things. . . . But if Hillary
makes that decision, she would be an
extraordinary senator, and she would win. And
then Nita Lowey would continue to be effective in
the House, and you would have both of us serving
the people of New York.”

In the meantime, Lowey is raising money and
meeting people across the state so that she will be
in a position to run if she decides to. She won 80
percent of the vote in her last campaign.

“I'm well positioned to raise the money, but I
frankly think it's really obscene that $15 million
has to be spent on a Senate race,” she said. She has
a clear and forward-looking agenda: money for
school construction and renovation, deductability
of college tuition, lifetime training and retraining
of workers, health care reforms, preserving Social
Security and Medicare, and getting guns off the
street. Lowey is chair of the abortion-rights task
force in the House.

“I know how to work in a bipartisan legislature,”
she said. “You have to know when to hold your
ground and be tough to accomplish your goals.”

New York would be well served by having Nita
Lowey in the Senate, and so would the country.
Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton could write her memoirs,
help shore up the family’s dodgy finances and give
herself a well-deserved breather from the purgatory of
modern politics. Then, in a couple of years, we might
see a Sen. Clinton from Arkansas or [llinois taking her
seat with Sen. Lowey.

Clinton is at a critical juncture in constructing her
life. The hope here is that she decides wisely and
doesn’t get seduced by the media hype.




U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan greets first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who spoke on women's rights at the United Nations yesterday.

‘Hillary leaves N.Y.,
leaves them guessing

Pols, pundits seek clues on Senate bid

By Liz Trotta

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

NEW YORK — Some are calling
it the Big Tease, others the prelude
to a run for national office.

In any case, first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton left this city yes-
terday after a two-day visit that
produced more fevered specula-
tion — but no hard evidence of
Lvhat political plans she may har-

or.

In a speech at a U.N. commemo-
ration of International Women'’s
Day yesterday, Mrs. Clinton ham-
mered away at the theme she has
repeated at virtually all of her ap-
pearances here: women'’s rights.
But she offered no hints that she
would seek the seat to be vacated
by Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan next year, and would not
answer questions shouted at her by
the media horde that turned out at
her every stop.

Mrs. Clinton told the UN. au-
dience that it is “no longer accept-
able to say that the abuse and mis-
treatment of women is cultural. It
should be called what it is — crim-
inal” Later, she joined former ten-
nis star Billie Jean King in a visit
| to a Manhattan school to screen a
movie on women in sports.

High school basketball player
Sofia Totti elicited a grin and a
handshake from Mrs. Clinton at
the event when she introduced the
first lady as an athlete, too —
“hopefully, a runner”

Mrs. Clinton’s second day of
public appearances and private
huddles with party supporters was
anticlimactic, since she made it
clear at a luncheon Wednesday
that she had nothing to say on her
possible political future.

Should she decide to run, Mrs.
Clinton may well face New York
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani who,
although reserving his decision to
run, has said repeatedly that he
would welcome a chance to go
head-to-head with the Illinois-
born first lady.

In the wake of her trip, Demo-
cratic and Republican party offi-
' cials and advocates were reading
the political tea leaves to fathom
Mrs. Clinton’s remarks,

“It seems to be she was setting

the table to run,” said Democratic
City Council President Peter Val-
lone. “I don’t know how much
closer she can come.”

At least one poll indicates that
Mrs. Clinton’s lead over the Re-
publican mayor is shrinking. For-
mer Democratic Rep. Geraldine
Ferraro said that since both are
known nationally, a Clinton-Giu
liani match would be a test of voter
support, not name recognition.

“I think she should base her
views on what she believes is in her
best interests, and not what the po-
liticos are urging or the polls tell-
ing her,” Mrs. Ferraro said.

Arguing the merits of Mrs. Clin-
ton versus Mr. Giuliani in the Sen-
ate, former Democratic Mayor Ed-
ward I. Koch, a fierce critic of the
mayor, weighed in on the specula-
tion. “I think [the U.S. Senate] re-
spects her and she'd get a great
response from Democrats and Re-
publicans. Whereas with Giuliani,
they’d be waiting for him to attack
them.”

Amid the adulation heaped on
the first lady by Democratic loyal-
ists, notes of discord arose from
other quarters.

Some feel that “the sympathy
factor” for the first lady from the
Monica Lewinsky scandal will
wear off. Others, like conservative
Paul Weyrich, head of the Free
Congress Foundation, say Mrs.
Clinton’s haughtiness will turn off
voters.

Mr. Weyrich told New York’s
WABC-TV: “She isn’t just content
to put her point of view across, to
which she is entitled, but there is
this know-it-all superior type of at-
titude that she projects. This is one
figure who could actually make
conservatives support Rudy Giu-
liani”

Many, like Carmen Pate of Con-
cerned Women for America, are
put off by the family values Mrs.
Clinton talks about. “We certainly
don’t believe she has the right
ideals for the American family, so
in turn, we don’t think she has the
right ideals for our country”

Television and radio commenta-
tors here were calling Mrs. Clin-
ton’s flirtation “the Hillary Factor”
but the media gave her visit less
prominence. P
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Hillary rolls home

on wave of cheers

By ROBERT HARDT Jr.

First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton yesterday ended her
two-day blitz of New York City,
where she got plenty of publicity
for her possible Senate candi-
dacy while dodging all questions
about her political future.

Basking in the glow of her -

supporters, Mrs. Clinton. re-
ceived a thunderous ovation
when she addressed the United
Nations Trusteeship Council.
She was later warmly welcomed
at the NYC Lab School in Chel-
sea, where female athletes were
honored. _

Unlike her talk to- Democratic
women at a Wednesday fund-
raiser, the First Lady never
even alluded to the fact that she
is seriously eyeing a run for the
Senate seat being vacated next
year by Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han.

Only Sofia Totti, a: Lab School

student who introduced Mrs.
Clinton to 400 students, ac-
knowledged the buzz the First
Lady has created.

Looking at the dsid that in-
cluded tennis legend Billie Jean
King, WNBA star Niklkd McCray
and gymnast Dominique Dawes,
Totti quipped, “Today, we have
a tennis star, an Olympic gym-
nast, a basketball hero and,
hopefully, a runner.”®

After Mrs. Clinton’s -raucous
welcome by more than 1,000
people at the U.N., Becretary-
General Kofi Annan joked: “I
think the revolution is on the
move.”

Mrs. Clinton's near-silence on
her future has forced political
junkies to check every sentence
she utters for double meanings.
The irony that the Lab  School
event was also promoting a doc-
umentary titled “Dare to Com-
pete” was lost on few observers.

A source close to the First

Lady said it may be summer be-
fore she makes a decision.

“There’s not going to be a lot
coming out for a while,” said the
source, who asked not to be
named.

“There’s a real press to read
the tea leaves when there’s not
a lot of tea leaves to read,” said
the source, adding that Mrs.
Clinton may not make her in-
tentions known until as late as
dJuly. Continuing her series of
private meetings with top state
Democrats, Mrs. Clinton tonight
is scheduled to have a dinner
meeting with State Comptroller
Carl McCall in Washington at
which hospital union leader
Dennis Rivera has also been in-
vited.

While allowed to watch the
Hillary show from afar, report-
ers were prevented from asking
her a single question about her
weighty decision-making pro-
cess.

YOU GLOW, GIRL: First Lady Hillary revels in the smiles of stu-

dents at the NYC Lab school in Chelsea yesterday.

Dave Allocca/DMI
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The Big Apple took a shine to Hillary Rodham Clinton on
her trip this week — but cynicism may dull the glitter.

The first lady talks up the town

By Alexandra Marks
Staff wnter of The Christian Science Monitor

» NEW YORK
As Hillary Rodham
Clinton's motorcade
% sped across midtown
toward New York's.
Plaza Hotel this week.
the city's mayor was
sitting in Washington touting New York's greatness before a
House committee.

It was a perfect swap, a plear coincidence, just the kind
that savvy New Yorkers like'to think was anything but acci-
dental. Particularly when it deals with two potential rivals:
Washington's most powerful woman and the Big Apple's
duly elected potentate - the two whi could give New York
the Senate race of the cen-
tury. the political battle of the
millennium. Just perfect for
a city that considers itself the
true "Hub of the Universe.”

And with polls showing a
matchup between the two
tightening to a statistical
dead heat. it would be a cliff
hanger. the kind of nailbiter
this still-edgy city could re-
ally get into.

But even as Mrs. Clinton
inspired and fired up her
faithful with this week'’s visit,
many have growing doubts
that the nation's first lady of
families and children will
want to take on New York's
tough. crime-fighting king.

Particularly in a city where
even some of her admirers
can be brutally frank.

“I'd like to hear what she
has to say,” said Barbara
Klaus of Manhattan, who
plunked down $1,000 to see
the first lady. “I have a lot of
doubts about her. If she can't
manage her own marriage.
how's she gonna handle the
State of New York?”

But when Clinton stepped
onto the stage of the Plaza's
gilded Grand Ballroom, you
couldn't tell there was a
doubt in the room. The
packed hall roared with applause and rose almost Iin unison
to give her a sustained standing ovation.

The first lady, grinning and glowing in the spotlight.
reached her arms forward and applauded back at the
crowd.

This, clearly. was Hillary's crowd.

But the air of mutual admiration at this luncheon spon-
sored by the Democrats’ Women's Leadership Forum was
also charged with expectation and uncertainty. Planned
months ago, it suddenly sold out when rumors began circu-
lating that Clinton might actually take to the stump here in
New York.

That brought out many of the 500 women (and a few
scattered men) crowded around lunch tables in the ball-
room. and the 400 more who watched the event via a moni-
tor in an overflow room. and the 300 more left disappointed
on the waiting list.

But as much as these upscale. liberal women mlg.,hl be
“Hillary's crowd,” theyre also sophisticated and complex,
with a host of questions and expectations of their own.

While they roared in approval as Sen. Charles Schumer

NEW YORKER? Hillary Rodham Clinton said nothing during
her New York trip to clarify whether she’ll run for senator.
Above, she visited Intermediate School 25 in Queens.

(D) of New York announced it was time for a woman to rep-
resent the great state in the US Senate, a surprising number
are quietly withholding judgment on the wisdom of a Clin-
ton candidacy.

And that. too. could end up as an important factor in the
first lady's final calculations.

"Some might think I have an announcement to make,”
she told the hushed crowd early on in her speech. “But |
don't.”

Scattered groans erupted - the ioudest seeming to come
from the press corp, which turned out en masse for the
event.

“It looks like the Democratic convention.” said one aide.
shaking her head at the dozens of cameras crammed to-
gether at the back of the hall.

But the media weren't alone in their frustration. New
Yorkers are not known for
their patience.

“Well. I think it would be
best if she would make her
decision soon so other possi-
ble candidates can begin
their fund-raising and active
campaigns.” sald Linda Keim
of Scarsdale, N.Y.

But the sense of disap-
pointment was momentary.

As Clinton began recount-
ing the progress women have
made and reminding them of
the responsibilities they still
have to continue the work
for other women and fami-
lies. the crowd sat in rapt at-
tention.

As she recounted the
gains made during the six
years of her husband's presi-
dency. gains she translated
into the everyday lives of in-
dividuals she met, the crowd
roared and was ready when
she called on them to take
up the political cudgel.

“We cannot drop out of
the political process and
leave thie arena to those with
very speciflc agendas.” Clin-
ton said. “We cannot say. 'l
won't be involved in politics
because I don't like the nega-
tivity. I don't like all of the
ads on television.’ "

Indeed. the first lady said, women have a responsibility
to "humanize politics.” ‘

For a city known for its liberal leanings, the speech hit
the perfect note.

“People admire her tremendously now, she’s got such
great strength and courage - and she’s very, very smart - a
brilllant woman,” said Barbara Peck. a child-welfare worker
from Manhattan.

The sentiment echoed around the hall. “She understands
what goes on with average people. has deep concerns about
people who aren't necessarily middle class.” said Dorothy
Hibbert of Copiague., N.Y. "And regardless of how dilllcult
the situation is, she feels she has to do her part in a leader-
ship role In this country, and that's exactly what she’s
doing.”

But even some of Clinton’s staunchest supporters here
think she may be better off someplace else.

“I think she's terrific. her Ideas are just right. theyre for
all of us,” sald Carolyn Gottfried. who retired from the fash-
ion Industry. “She should run for president and leave New
York out of it.”

SUZANNE PLLINVETT/AP
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lary Rodham Clinton in Manhattan yesterday. Many Democrats want her to say she will seek a Senate seat.

'ew Yorkers Hear First Lady and See a Candidate

By ELISABETH BUMILLER

1 a speech that many Democrats
ved as a strong indication that
ary Rodham Clinton would run
the Senate from New York, the
st Lady proclaimed her commit-
1t to government and politics yes-
lay before some of her most pas-
1ate supporters, New York Demo-
tic women, in a packed and enthu-
tic ballroom of the Plaza Hotel.
We cannot drop out of the politi-
process and leave the arena to
e with very specific agendas,”
i. Clinton said in remarks so rich
+ double meaning that some
nen wondered if the First Lady
referring to them, to herself or

to both. She added that “you can say
all you want about the flaws of our
political system, but when it comes
right down to it, somebody is going to
make the decisions.”

Although Mrs. Clinton started her
day in New York as a traditional
First Lady with a visit to a Queens
school and a speech about the impor-
tance of arts education, by the time
she arrived at the Plaza she seemed
transformed into a potential Senate
candidate at an exuberant rally.

“Don’t you think it’s time for a
woman to represent New York in the
United States Senate?”’ said Senator
Charles E. Schumer to cheers as he
introduced Mrs. Clinton to the crowd.

It was Mrs. Clinton’s first visit to
New York since announcing two

weeks ago that she was giving ‘‘care-
ful thought”” to a Senate run next
year, on a day when President Clin-
ton was attending a fund-raiser in
New Jersey. Mrs. Clinton addressed
the issue of her candidacy almost as
soon as she came to the podium. “1
was told that there were some who
thought that I might have an an-
nouncement to make,” Mrs. Clinton
said. “But | don’t.”

But Mrs. Clinton seemed to tease
the crowd, a Democratic Party fund-
raising group called the Women’s
Leadership Forum, as she spoke
about a woman’s responsibility to
participate in politics. *“We cannot
say, ‘I won’t be involved in politics
because 1 don’t like all of the negativ-
ity, 1 don't like all of the ads on
television,” "’ Mrs. Clinton said. She
added to laughter, ““I can certainly
understand why someone might feel
that way, but it is not a feeling that
you should act on.”

Afterward, Judith Hope, the:chair-
woman of the New York State Demo-
cratic Party and one of the most
ardent supporters of a Hillary Clin-
ton candidacy, said in an-interview
that Mrs. Clinton was “publicly shar-
ing her thought process with us” as

Continued on Page A22




First Lady Seems to Inch Closer to a New York Bid for Senate

Continued From Page Al

ihe considered a Senate run. Peter F.
/allone, the City Council Speaker
ind one of the few men attending the
unch, went so far as to call Mrs.
linton’s speech ‘‘very close to an
pen declaration” of candidacy.

But some women at the lunch for
100, who paid $150 to $10,000 per
icket, described the speech as noth-
ng more than “‘classic Hillary” in its
idvocacy for women and children
ind its view of politics as a higher
:alling. Some of it, in fact, was recy-
led material from a speech Mrs.
“linton made at the 150th anniversa-
y of the first women’s convention in
ieneca Falls, N.Y., last summer. At
he Plaza, Mrs. Clinton spoke about
vhat she considered the obligations
f women today.

‘“Just like those women in Seneca
‘alls, we are standing in for count-
ess other women who cannot be
lere, who couldn’t afford the ticket,
vouldn’t think they had anything to
vear, or anything to contribute, who
vouldn’t see themselves as a politi-
:al person at all,”” Mrs. Clinton said.
‘One of our great challenges in the
1ext years is to make sure that our
jociety doesn’t split apart along in-
'ome lines.”

Mrs. Clinton made no reference to
ler potential opponent, Mayor Ru-
lolph W. Giuliani, who in a reversal
f geography spent yesterday in
Vashington testifying about reduc-

ing crime and cutting welfare rolls
before a Congressional committee.
In a news conference after his testi-
mony, Mr. Giuliani, who has not an-
nounced whether he is running for
the Senate seat being vacated by
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, said Mrs.
Clinton is ‘“‘acting like a Senatorial
candidate, I'm acting like a Mayor.”

Mr. Giuliani added, “That’s not a
bad comparison.”

He also pointed to a poll released
yesterday by the Marist Institute for
Public Opinion that showed Mrs.
Clinton in a virtual tie in a hypotheti-
cal race with the Mayor, with 50
percent for Mrs. Clinton and 46 per-
cent for Mr. Giuliani. The poll was
taken among registered voters in
New York and showed a drop in her
support compared with a Marist poll
of two weeks ago, when she led 49
percent to 38 percent.

““Take a look at today’s Marist and
see if she's crowned the winner,”” Mr.
Giuliani said.

Mr. Giuliani added that ““celebrity
status is helping her a great deal,”
but that ‘“‘when she becomes a candi-
date” and “maybe even faster, it’s
coming down to more and more
questions in the race.”

“That doesn’t mean she wouldn’t
be a strong candidate,” he added.
‘“But so will the Republican.”

Mr. Giuliani predicted a very close
‘“two- to three-point election” and
‘‘either the Republican or Democrat
will win.”

W "

réd R. Conrad/The New York yTim;s
At Intermediate School 25 in Flushing, Queens, Hillary Rodham Clinton
looked at artwork by Benjamin Harson and Jennifer Chong yesterday.

Mrs. Clinton’s visit to New York,
which coincided with a highly publi-
cized ‘20/20” television interview
with Monica S. Lewinsky, drew press
attention worthy of a Presidential
visit. There were 25 television cam-
eras from the networks, and foreign,
local and cable channels positioned
in the auditorium of the Adrien Block
Intermediate School 25 in Flushing,
Queens, where Mrs. Clinton did noth-
ing more political than release a

national report about the benefits of
arts education.

The First Lady, who was to spend
the night at the Waldorf-Astoria Ho-
tel, spent yesterday afternoon having
her picture taken at the Plaza with
each of 150 supporters who paid
$1,000 for the fund-raising lunch. She
stopped in the early evening at the
Upper East Side home of Lynn For-
ester, a longtime Democratic sup-
porter and an owner of a wireless
communications company.

Later she went to dinner at the
Upper East Side home of Jurate Ka-
zickas and Roger C. Altman, an in-
vestment banker who was President
Clinton’s Deputy Treasury Secretary
and whose company bought The Na-
tional Enquirer and Star magazine
two weeks ago.

Friends and supporters. who have
talked to Mrs. Clinton in recent days
said she had not decided whether she
would run, but that she was continu-
ing her research.

After her remarks at the school,
Mrs. Clinton was surrounded by well-
wishers and a mob of reporters, who
were kept at a distance by the Secret
Service.

The Plaza was even more crowd-
ed. Guests at the lunch, which raised
$500,000 for the Democratic National
Committee and sold out two weeks
ago, were split into two groups: one
in the ballroom where Mrs. Clinton
spoke, and another in a separate
room to watch her on a television
screen.

Among the many citizens of New
York who had opinions about the
First Lady’s visit yesterday was
Cathy Arevalo, 14, a ninth grader at
L.S. 25

“I think it’s a campaign appear-
ance,” she said.
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Hillary Clinton Plays Coy, Wows New York

First Lady’s First Visit Since Senate Speculation Began Draws Lots of Interest

By Micuaer GRUNWALD
Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW YORK, March 3—Who
such 2 passionate interest in arts
education? And since when do re-

Since today, it seems. Then again,
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s presence at
an arts education awareness-raiser in
Queens and a Democratic women's
leadership fund-raiser in Manhattan
might’have had something to do with

- the massive media turnouts at both
. deeply about that particular woman'’s

1ibii"bf the day, of course, was
‘whetHer the first lady plans to run for
Senate in New York. The answer, for
‘the ‘tidord, remains: maybe. So on
*thet fitst visit to the state since
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validates what we're doing to see her
here.”

Then it was off to the opulent
Grand Ballroom in the Plaza, to
address the party’s Women's Lead-
ership Forum. The group expected
500 donors at $150 to $10,000 a pop,
but after the Hillary-for-Senate frenzy
started, the guest list grew to 900,
with another 300 on a wait list.
Introducing the first lady, Sen.
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) said he
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hoped she could make her decision in
a “nonfrenzied atmosphere.” But that
was not what ensued when he asked
the crowd: “Don’t you think it's time
for a woman to represent New York
in the US. Senate?”

Then Clinton spoke about the
importance of public service, and
women's responsibility to get in-
volved in politics. She shared her
ideas about Social Security, Medi-
care, class sizes and a patients’ bill of

rights. “The issue is not what we
have done, but what we will do,” she
said, sounding very much like a
candidate,

She will be in Manhattan again
tomorrow, first at a United Nations
event for International Women's
Day, then to view an HBO documen-
tary about women in sports. Rumor
has it the national media are about to
take a new interest in International
Women's Day and women in sports.

; 1
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton looks over crowd
Women's Leadership Forum in New York, with Sen.

#Shé is absolutely my role model,

Bonomo, a community

«student who works two

e jobs and hopes to go into
or

g

E
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ngl she stands by her man. I love
ing about her.”

New York was President Clinton's

state in 1992 and third-
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Hillary in New

Memo to future Presidential
spouses: If you're feeling over-
looked, float a rumor that you might
run for the Senate. So many people
were dying to pay $150 or more to
hear Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
luncheon address at the Plaza yes-
terday that hundreds were exiled
from the main dining room, eating
lunch with a public address system.
The place was abubble with incipient
feminist triumphalism and plain old
Democratic opportunism.

The press corps trailing Mrs. Clin-
ton was perhaps not as large as the
contingent that turned up when the
former Vice-Presidential candidate
Geraldine Ferraro announced she
was running for the Senate in 1992.
But it was big considering that Mrs.
Clinton was not announcing anything
more earth-shaking than her belief
that ‘‘this is a great time to be a
woman in America.” It is not every
day you see men from the British
tabloids virtually weeping in frustra-
tion at their inability to get a good
position to cover an address about
the importance of public commit-
ment.

Within all her pleasant general-
ities, of course, Mrs. Clinton had
enough positive things to say about

The Democrats say
please, please,
please, please.

running for office to encourage the
local Democrats who are yearning
for someone to save them from His
Fearsome Rudyness. She managed
to lace her remarks with a notable
number of references to places she
has been in New York State — that
marvelous bus trip from Newburgh
to Seneca Falls, the inspiring gather-
ing at the Y.W.C.A. in Brooklyn. And
if she shied away from political spe-
cifics, the same could not be said of
her less-than-subtle string of warm-
up speakers.

“If California can send two women
to the Senate, can’t New York do
one?” demanded Judith Hope, the
head of the state Democratic Party.
Ms. Hope told the crowd that it was
the least one could expect from a
state “‘that gave the world” a list of
political women that began with El-
eanor Roosevelt and dwindled down
rather quickly.

The crowd at the Plaza consisted of

T —

York: Return of the Neo-Native?

about 1,000 women and a handful of
men, virtually all of whom were elect-
ed officials hoping to be asked to give
the First Lady more advice about her
Senate prospects. “She’s very thor-
ough, but don’t quote me,” said one.
Mrs. Clinton is famous for her dislike
of the media, and local politicians
have figured out that if they want to
be confidants, they had better be con-
fidential. As much as it kills them.

“I'm usually more interesting
than this,” protested New York
City’s Public Advocate, Mark Green,
after he had most uncharacteristi-

- cally declined to say anything about
anything.

Meanwhile, the ubiquitous junior
Senator, Charles Schumer, who lost
his wife, Iris, in the press of the
crowd, promised to “be there” for
the First Lady if she runs. He also
urged Mrs. Clinton to wait and make
her decision “in a non-frenzied at-
mosphere,” a term that most .defi-
nitely did not apply to the Plaza
ballroom. “I say to the First Lady,
take a little time and think this
through,” said Mr. Schumer, as Mrs.
Clinton stood next to him, her hands
folded demurely in front of her.

That may have been the only con-
troversial statement of the day, since

virtually all the state’s Democratic
politicians have been urging Mrs.
Clinton to make up her mind quickly.
The First Lady could easily wait
until the fall and still raise plenty of
money for the race, but if she
chooses not to run, another candidate
could have a tougher time. “She’ll
kill the Democratic chances if she
waits and then doesn’t run,” said one
of her many off-the-record advisers.

Mr. Schumer said later that his
own experience made him feel
strongly about the virtue of taking
some time. Not only did he devote
months to mulling the pros and cons
of a Senate run, he said. “I brushed
my teeth with it. I went to the park
with it.”

If Mr. Schumer has his way, Mrs.
Clinton will go back and brush her
teeth with the Senate option for some

" time, leaving the rest of New York to

wonder whether her contention that
‘“‘politics is really the lifeblood of
democracy” was a secret signal of
something big, and whether she
should be worried about the fact that
her poll ratings have dropped since
she was first mentioned as a candi-
date. Perhaps the public is beginning
to feel that instead of a village, it
takes a resident.
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WASHINGTON

Players on the public stage

Their names are linked in history: Monica Lewinsky, Linda Tripp, Bill Clinton, Hillary Rodham Clinton. More than a year
after allegations of Clinton’s affair with Lewinsky exploded into print, all the major players were on public stage Wednesday.
From Lewinsky’s lucrative book deal to Hillary Clinton’s prospective Senate race, all seemed to be prospering.

In New York,
first lady extols
joys of politics

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

NEW YORK — Hlllary Rodham
Clinton, whose flirtation with a Senate
candidacy has captivated Democrats
here, offered them on Wednesday a
romantic view of politics and sald she
sees political life as a responsibllity.

She didn’t tell the 900 supporters
gathered to hear her speak at Man-
hattan’s glizy Plaza Hotel exactly
what they wanted to hear.

“There was lalk 1 might have an
announcement to make,” the first la-
dy told the Democratic National
Committee’s Women's Leadershlp
Forum at a sold-out luncheon fund-
raiser that was ex-
pected to ralse
$500,000.“1 do noL™

But if she’s not
yet a candidate for
the seat being vacated by retiring
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynlhan In
2000, she surely sounded like one.

In a speech that had her audience
spellbound for more than a haif-hour,
the first lady made a case for public
service. She lald out what she sees as
the achlevements of her husband’s
administration: a good economy, low-
er crime and poverty rates and de-
clines in teen pregnancy and abor-
tion. She said they are proof that
politics can tmprove people’s lives.

“I know that some people, when
you talk about politics or public ser-
vice, you know you can see that
they're put off,” the first lady said.
“I'm often asked ... 'How can you
stand politics?* "

She didn't ac-
knowledge the
year-long scandal
that culminated
in the impeach-
ment trial of her
husband. But she
sald, “Pollitics, In
the good times
and the bad
times, s really
the lifeblood of a

By Vit Segx. Reuters.

democracy.” Team spirit San. Charlas Schumner, D-N.Y., gives a St.
Her two-day John's University basketbad team jacket to Hilary Clinton.

trip to New York
Clty Is the first since she sald last
month that she was considering a run
for lhe Senate. It began on the same
day Monica Lewin-
sky was making
headlines with a TV
interview and re-
lease of a book
about her affair with the president.
But if that was welghing on the first
lady’s mind during a trip to a school
in Queens or at the lunch, she didn't
show it. She spbke only In upbesat
terms about the past and the future,
Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., told
the crowd the first lady should “take a
littie time and think this one through”
before entering what could be a nasty
race against New York Clty Mayor
Rudy Gluliani, a Republican who Is
expected to run. Al the same time,
Schumer said, “I haven't felt (his
much excitement and electricity tn
one room In a jong time.”
Aides say it will be a couple of
months before the first lady decides.
She was scheduled to bave dinner

at the bome of Wall Street @nancier
Roger Altman. Today, she plans a
speech at the United Nations for In-
ternational Women’s Day and a trip
to another classroom to see adocu-
mentary on women and sports.
President Qlinton, meanwhile, was
going to a fund-raiser Wednesday
night in Newark, NJ, for Demo
cratic Sen. Robert Torricelll.
Clinton, who often bemoaas the
end of his own political career at the
close of his second term, has said his
wife would make a great senator.
On Wednesday, she made it clear
that she feels the calling, even if
she’s not quite ready {o jump In.
*We canpot sy, ‘I won't be In-
volved in politics because Idon't ike
the cegativity. I don't like all of the
ads on the television. I don’t feel
comfortable speaking about It, talk-
ing about politics in the way it’s be-
come,’ " she said. “I can certalaly un-
derstand why someone might feel
that way, but it's not a feeting that
you should act on.”




PAGE A4 /| THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1999 ««

The Washington Times

NATIC

Hillary remains mum on Senate bid

Offers no hints
at fund-raiser

By Liz Trotta

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

NEW YORK — First lady Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton swept into
town yesterday, but disappointed
eager Democratic Party officials

by refusing to say whether she -

would be a candidate for the U.S.
Senate from New York.

“I was told there are some who
thought I might have an announce-
ment to make,” she said, pausing.
“But I don’t”’

Mrs. Clinton’s coy demurral
came at a fund-raising luncheon at
the Plaza Hotel sponsored by a
leading Democratic Party wom-
en’s group. The overflow crowd —
mainly women — had waited with
anticipation for word that the first
lady would seek the seat to be va-
cated by Democratic Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan next year.

New York City Public Advocate
Mark Green, a luncheon guest,
said that he had discussed pri-
vately with Mrs. Clinton a Senate
run, but that she had not yet
reached a decision.

“Clearly, she’s in this to stay un-
til the process unfolds,” he said.
Quoting Eleanor Roosevelt to the
effect that a politician must have
the skin of a rhinoceros, he added,
“Hillary Clinton has that, as well
as the brains and vision to be a
great candidate”

Mrs. Clinton’s two-day visit, her
first since speculation first arose
that she may seek the Moynihan
seat, began with a visit to a Queens
intermediate school to talk about
arts education. She dined yester-
day evening with investment bank-
er Roger Altman, a former Trea-
sury Department official who
resignedin 1994 inthe fallout from
the Whitewater investigation.

Since the idea of Mrs. Clinton as
a candidate surfaced three weeks
ago, the media hype and political
prognostications "have gone un-
abated. Only a nod from the first
lady would send Democrats to the
ramparts in what would by all ac-
counts be billed as the New York
political battle of the century: the
first lady against hard-nosed New
York City Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani, the GOP front-runner.

By a twist of fate, Mr. Giuliani

Ret

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, in her first visit to New York since talk of a Senate bid there began some
weeks ago, visits a Queens school, where she greets students Vikash Khandai and Suzanne Griffing.

was in Washington on the day Mrs.
Clinton came here, testifying at a
hearing on Capitol Hill.

A Marist College poll released
yesterday found that Mrs. Clinton’s
11-point lead over Mr. Giuliani in
a survey conducted two weeks ago
has narrowed to 3.5 points — a sta-
tistical dead heat.

Introducing the first lady, New
York Democratic Sen. Charles E.
Schumer, who has strongly urged
her to run, said he had offered her
this advice: “Take a little time and
think this one through. Then if you
decide you will be a candidate, we
will support you.”

Mrs. Clinton drew a standing
ovation from the more than 500
people in the grand ballroom and
about 300 listening in another
room. Some 300 people were re-
portedly turned away. Tic et hold-
ers paid the Women'’s Leadership
Forum, the luncheon sponsor and
an arm of the Democratic National
Committee, between $150 and
$10,000 to attend.

Mrs. Clinton’s remarks were
taken by many as a signal she was
leaning toward a race.

She spoke of “humanizing” poli-
tics and pointedly noted, “We can-
not drop out of the political process
and leave the arena to those with
very specific agendas. We cannot
say, ‘I won’t be involved in politics
because I don’t like the neg-
ativity.”

The first lady’s emphasis on fa-
miliar themes, such as child and
family care, women'’s rights and
health care, struck a chord with
many, but it was her remarks on
abortion that sparked the loudest
cheers. Teen-pregnancy rates and
abortion are down, she said, “and
that was under & pro-choice presi-
dent who refused to back down.”

But when it was over, some ex-
pressed a sense of deflation.

Jennifer Carey, a Manhattan
resident who voted for President
Clinton in the last election, but said
she would not do so now, described

the speech as “rote,” adding,
wanted to know if she is going
run.”

“It was a very intellige
speech,” said Vivian Degani. “E
I wanted to hear her views on
Palestinian statc, especially sin
they seem to be changing eve
day.” Mrs. Clintun's comments I
spring that the Palestinians ¢
served a homeland of their o\
could come back to haunt her ir
state where the Jewish vote is cc
sidered key to a Democratic v
tory.

During Mrs. Clinton’s vis
signs of the Monica Lewins
scandal were abundant. A fro
page New York Post headline re:
“Monica Phone Sex Shocker.” .
local papers carried heavy p:
view coverage of the Miss Lew
sky’s television interview L

. night, as well as revelations frt

the forthcoming as-told-to bo
“Monica’s Story,” by Andrew M
ton.
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Slipin a poll greets Mrs. Clinton in New York

By Fred Kaplan
GLOBE STAFF

NEW YORK - Is the Democratic pipe
dream - Hillary Rodham Clinton for Senate
— going up in smoke, just as the fantasy can-
didate herself is getting serious?

The first lady delivered an eagerly await- [
* ed speech here, yesterday that, while stop-

ping well short of declaring a run, sounded

| like a preview of a campaign stump speech.

Yet just hours earlier, a statewide sur-
vey, released by the Marist Institute for
Public Opinion, showed Mrs. Clinton in a sta-

tistical dead-heat with her most- likely Re-
_publican opponent, Mayor Rudolph W. Giu- -

liani of New-York.

Two weeks ago, the Marist poll showedA

Mrs.-Clintgn léading Giuliani, 49 percent to
38. Yesterday, however, her edge had been

cut to 49-45 = within the poll’s margin of er-_'

ror of four percentage pomts

Lee Miringoff, the 'institute’s director, "

said in a telephone interview that many vot-
ers who were uncertain two weeks ago — es-
pecially among those who live upstate — have
moved into Giuliani’s column.

“The trial balloon came back to earth a
little bit,” Miringoff said. “She needs to
make a transition between celebrity Clinton
and candidate Clinton,” meaning she will
have to start showing up here a lot more,
speaking out on New York issues from a
New York angle. “No fly-by campaigns

| here,” the pollster said.

Mrs. Clinton’s 35-minute speech at the
Plaza Hotel, before a sold-out, $150-a-head
luncheon of the Democratic National Com-
mittee’s Women’s Leadership Conference,
could mark the beginning of that transition.

She started it with a tease. “I'm told
there are some who thought I might have an
announcement to make,” she said to laugh-
ter. She paused, then said quietly, “But I
don’t.” Many moaned. “But,” she added, “I
do have a lot on my mind.” .

\Hlllary Cllnton speaklng yesterday at Intermedlate School No. 25 in Flushlng
.Queens, where she pra.lsed a report on the importance of school arts programs.

The first lady made it clear that the
stresses of this scandal-riven year in Wash-
ington will not drive her out of some sort of
political life.

“Politics, in good times and bad times, is
the lifeblood of a democracy,” she said, recit-
ing specific cases of people she had met —
many of them during trips to New York —
who have been helped by her husbhand’s ad-
ministration’s policies.

“We cannot drop out of the political pro-
cess and leave the arena to those with very
specific agendas,” she added, leaving it un-
clear whether she was talking about her own
situation or merely urging her audience to
stay politically involved.

Quoting some people who want out of
politics because they “don’t like the negativ-
ity,” Mrs. Clinton remarked, to sympathetic
laughter, “I can certainly understand why
someone would feel that way.” But, she went
on, “somebody’s going to make the ﬁeci-

sions” about a variety of issues — and “these
are not decisions we should leave to someone
else.”

The issues she cited encompassed a
range of social issues that President Clinton
has put on the table — money for more teach-
ers, a patients’ bill of rights, saving Social
Security and Medicare, increasing the mini-
mum wage, the 1992 economiecs bill that
raised taxes to lower the deficit, and the 1994
crime bill, which put more police on the
streets and imposed tighter regulations on
handguns.

If she does run for the Senate, she
seemed to be hinting, her platform would
amount to a continuation of Bill Clinton’s
agenda - a popular position here.

Senator Charles E. Schumer, who was
greatly helped by the first lady’s campaign-
ing in his own successful election last fall,
spoke before Mrs. Clinton, and varned the
crowd not to get too excited by a passible

A
T
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.~ ers, including Vallone, later in the day, and

. had dinner at the home of the financier Rog- -
“ er Altman, a Democratic donor.,

Senate run by her.

“One needs to make that decision in a de-
liberative way, and in an unfrenzied atmo-
sphere,” Schumer said. “So I say to the first
lady, take a little time, think this one
through.” However, he added, to wild ap-
plause, that if she did decide to run, “you will
be one of the finest senators New York will
ever have.”

Many of the 900 Democrats in the audi-
ence - almost all of them women - left the
event at the Plaza in a buzz of excitement.

One of the few men, Peter Vallone,
speaker of the New York City Council, nod-
ded when asked if he thought the speech
- -suggested the first. lady would run for the
Senate seat being vacated next year by Dan-

iel Patrick Moynihan. “I'think she’s setting

the stage,” Vallone said. :
Mrs. Clinton met with several local lead-

Earlier in the day, the first lady spoke at
a middle school in Queens that has been
cited as a model in a new federal report on
arts education. Ironically, that school’s arts
program was replenished by a two-year $75
million citywide boost in arts funding or-
dered by Giuliani. Among the speakers who
preceded Mrs. Clinton at the auditorium’s
podium was a mayoral aide who, politely but
pointedly, made that clear.

The day before, Giuliani himself, when
asked about the first lady’s impending
speech at the school, said a bit facetiously
that he would be happy to hear her praxse
his accomplishments.

However, yesterday, as if to signal that
the race is on, Mrs. Clinton singled out, as
responsible for the school’s success, the An-
nenberg Foundation, the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, and the New York State
government. She said nothmg about City

Hall.
m
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Rudy and Hillary, the Jack and Jill of N.Y. politics

By SIDNEY ZION

F COURSE, if the match is

made. the spin mavens will

turn it into Rudy the cop vs.
Hillary and that village. Right
against left, tough love against
easy living. They have the images
pre-set.

Who thinks of New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton as brother and sister
on the key issues of our time? But
abortion, gay rights, gun control,
immigration, smoking, drinking —
they're Jack and Jill, not just

- Tweedledum and Tweedledee.

The first thing Mrs. Clinton did
as first lady was to ban smoking in
the White House. One of the first
things Mr. Giuliani did as mayor
was to sign a bill banning smoking
in restaurants, in Yankee and
Shea stadiums and at the race-
tracks.

Is there anyone out there who
thinks Mrs. Clinton wouldn't con-
fiscate the cars of losers to the
Breathalyzer?

There is a difference here be-

tween Mr. Giuliani and Mrs. Clin-
ton. Mr. Giuliani does it from the
head, Mrs. Clinton from the heart.
The effect on the victims ... well,

as the philosopher said, “All exe- .

cutioners are alike.”
Politically ambitious

We have a lot to look forward
to, if it's Mr. Giuliani and Mrs.
Clinton in the millennium. Can’t
Sen. Patrick Moynihan change his
mind? But if Mr. Giuliani has na-
tional ambitions, he needs the
GOP to change its soul.

A few years ago, I wrote a col-
umn saying that Mr. Giuliani
would be a natural if he switched
to the Democrats. This was when
he came out for Mario Cuomo
against George Pataki for gover-
nor. “Thanks a lot,” Mr. Giuliani
told me the next time I ran into
him. “One day you’ll get it,” I an-
swered. If he had listened to me,
Mr. Giuliani would be practically a
cinch for vice president, and in
without question for Mr. Moyni-
han’s seat in the Senate.

Imagine a Democrat who

»d

proved that New York City can be
govemed, that crime in the streets
was controllable, that the murder
rate could be more than halved —
a Democrat who supported abor-
tion and gay rights and gun con-

MIKE LANE

trol and immigration.

All these things, save crime, are
anathema to the Republicans.
And Mr. Giuliani opposed the im-
peachment of President Clinton to
boot. Now he appears to want the

Senate seat, with Mrs. Clinton as
the apparent opponent. Can he'
beat her? I don't think so, espe-
cially since he'll be running
against history. '

Uphill battle |

For nearly two centuries, no,
mayorof New York has won higher
office. And Mr. Giuliani will be go-
ing in a presidential election year
where the Democrats seem to be"
home free — this one looks like a_
landslide. .

IfMrs. Clintondoesn’t run —orn,
even if she does — Alfonse D’Ama-
to is not dead. He might easily
beat Mr. Giuliani in a GOP prima-
ry, given his strength upstate and
Mr. Giuliani’s weakness. :

In the end, the only guaranteed-
way to keep Mrs. Clinton out of the;
race has thus far been ignored by-
everybody: Get Monica Lewinsky
to enter the Democratic primary.
against the first lady. 3

Sidney Zion is a columnist for-
the New York Daily News. ;



In N.Y. Visit, First Lady’s
PaceStops Short of Run

By JAMES GERSTENZANG
TIMES STAFF WRITER

NEW YORK—This being a
story about an out-of-towner
in New York, let’s start with
the bottom line: Hillary
Rodham Clinton is not run-
ning for the U.S. Senate.. Not
officially. Not yet.

But beginning a two-day
flirtation with the city
Wednesday, she played her
time here—from the far
reaches of Queens to the heart
of Manhattan (the Plaza Hotel,
no less)—just like a candidate.

What she offered, gushed
an important fan, City Council
Speaker Peter Vallone, came
*‘very close to an open decla-
ration” of candidacy.

Mrs. Clinton has talked vot-
ing statistics with Sen. Daniel

Patrick Moynihan. From Sen.
Robert G. Toricelli, the chair-
man of the Democratic Sena-
torial Campaign Committee,
she has gotten the hard sell as
he seeks to line up potentially
winning candidates. And she
has listened to the pleas of

union leaders—and party
fund-raisers.
But it was not until

Wednesday that the boomlet
based on the proposition that
the first lady might someday

be known as Sen. Hillary .

Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) got
real on the streets of New
York—with all the celebrity-
sighting'. glamour that New
York can turn out.
From the steps of the Pl
one could barely see the
Please see FIRST LADY,
; ~

o
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FIRST LADY: The Non-Candidate Emerges

Continued from Al

Avenue display windows of
F.A.O. Schwartz, all but hidden
behind television satellite trucks
parked bumper to bumper.

“I haven't seen so many pho-
tographers since the last Victo-
ria’s Secret show in the fall,” mut-
tered one woman working her
way into the Plaza’s Grand Ball-
room.

The cause of all the ruckus was
a seemingly offhand comment
that Toricelli made on “Meet the
Press’ early in January, suggest-
ing that, with Moynihan's sud-
denly announced retirement, Mrs.
Clinton might consider running
for the seat in 2000.

Ever since, she and President
Clinton have masterfully teased
the matter as she gives it, by all
accounts, serious thought.

Marveling at the crowd that
had gathered to hear her lunch-
con speech to the Women's Lead-
ership Forum, an arm of the
Democratic National Committee,
she said at the outset: “I'm told
some had thought I might have
an announcement to make.”

She paused, and then added: “I
don't.”

But she proceeded to address
every reason why politics is a no-
ble profession, how much political
action had accomplished during
the last six years of the Clinton
administration and how much
more it could accomplish in the
future.

“Politics,” she said, “is how we
get along with one ‘another. Poli-
tics . . . in good times and bad
times is really the lifeblood of a
democracy.” And, she said.
“women have taken their rightful
place in the political landscape.”

Consider, she said, the prob-
lems that have been addressed in
recent years: gun control, raising
the minimum wage, health care,
child care and education. In each,
she said, politics made a differ-
ence.

not shying from the topic of the
day as he introduced her to the
500 people in the audience.

Today, it will be more of the
same. She is speaking to a United
Nations International Women'’s
Day forum and visiting a school in
the Chelsea neighborhood of
Manhattan to talk about women
in sports.

While the first lady spent the
day in New York, the Republican
seen as the most likely candidate
for the Senate seat, New York
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, spent
the day in Washington, testifying
before a House committee on gov-
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ernment reform and taping an in-
terview for a television talk show.

With the public having grown

accustomed to the nearly
2-month-old non-candidacy of
Mrs. Clinton, opinion surveys

show a slight tightening of the
non-race.

The Marist Institute for Public
Opinion at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., found that a
lead of about 11 percentage points
for Clinton over Giuliani in a
statewide poll last month
(49%-38.1%) had narrowed to 4
points (49.7%-45.5%).

While her husband, traveling

separately, addressed a  fund-
raiser for Toricelli across the Hud-
son River in Newark, N.J., the
first lady’s agenda called for a pri-
vate dinner Wednesday night at
the Upper East Side home of
Roger Altman, the former deputy
Treasury secretary who is a part-
ner in Evercore Partners, a bou-
tique investment bank.

A gathering of potential fund-
raisers from Wall Street’s Demo-
cratic quarters?

Not at all, said an aide to Mrs.
Clinton.

“Just friends of Roger's—more
like corporate types,” she said.
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ech.
Talks like a candidate? Walks

like a candidate? Must be. .

5

her spe

She spoke to all the women in
the audience about their role in

Everything she said and cach |
stop she made were typical of an

Well, not necessarily.

“

the most likely candidate for the
politics and that it’s important for !
us to get behind these ideas,” said

party’s senatorial nomination if

activist first lady—and, indecd,
Mrs. Clinton does not run.

each would serve to support the
candidacy of Rep. Nita M. Lowey,
i New York Democrat considered

Lynn Kirsch, who came in from

Westport, Conn., for the speech.

“I didn’t hear her make a commit-

ment. What I heard was: ‘If I run

or not, all of us have a very impor-

"

tant role.’

reen, New York's public

5
x

Mark (
advocate, a top consumer protec-

tion official, heard it the same

way: “It was

v speech to promote

«

the audience more than herself.”

But will she run?

“Talmudic

Romer, the party’s general chair-
man, a former Colorado governor

picking up the patois of New

said Roy

.

I'm not,

York.

No need to rush the decision,

said Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-

de-

feated Sen. Alfonse M. D’Amato,
with major campaign help from

the first lady.

last November

who

N.Y)),

Think this one through and
then, if you decide you want to be

A candidate, we will support you
and we will be resolute,” he said,

Associated Press

Hillary Clinton with art students at school in Queens on Wednesday.
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THE FIRST LADY

Hillary’s Encounter with a
Runaway Snow Bunny

AMID SPECULATION THAT THE REAL REASON
HILLARY CLINTON canceled her trip with
Bill to Central America was that she is furi-
ous with him, sources in Washington say
Secret Service agents are vouching for the
account that she aggravated an old back
injury while skiing in Utah. According to
officials, Mrs. Clinton was sideswiped by
another skier, which led to a review by
Secret Service headquarters to make

sure her security detail had been in place
to deal with any sudden, threatening
movement toward the First Lady. Mrs,
Clinton, who wore a hat and dark glasses,
apparently went unrecognized by the
crowd at Deer Valley. She was standing at
the bottom of a slope filled with inexperi-
enced skiers when one of them lost control
and ran over the back of her skis. Hillary

RICK EQAN—=SALT LANKE TRIBUNE SYGMA

Hillary at Deer Valley

fell, injuring her back in the process; she
complained later of being in pain. (The
Secret Service found nothing suspect about
the collision.) MARSHA BERRY, Mrs. Clin-
ton’s spokeswoman, has insisted all along
that Hillary stayed home to recover for her
forthcoming trip with Chelsea to Alrica.
And no, they won't be joined by Bill. —By
Jay Branegan and Elaine Shannon/Washington

POLITICS

A Senate Candidate
Waiting in the Wings?

NEW YORK DEMOCRATS ARE. WORRIED THAT
they may be left in the lurch if HILLARY
CLINTON cnds up deciding not to seck the
Senate seat from their state next year.
One possible contender had been
ANDREW CUOMO, the Secretary of 1Tous-
ing and Urban Development, who
thought about rimning but then an-
noumceed he wouldn't in order to spend
time helping AL GORE get elected Presi-
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dent. Now there are hopes that he may re-
consider and get in the race if Hillary de-
cides not to. His father MARIO CUOMO was
disappointed by his initial decision, and
has let his feelings be known. “I certainly
hope that he would reconsider if it turns
out that Hillary doesn’t get in the race,”
the former New York
Governor told TiME last
week. But his son says
that he has not had any
second thoughts and is
still feeling good about
his decision to stay out

Cromo of the Senate race.

DRAWING

THE ACADEMY AWARDS g‘
A Life Sentence i
And an Oscar Nod i

IT DOESN'T FAZE CONVICT-JOURNALIST
WILBERT RIDEAU that he won't be able
to attend this vear's Oscars, even though
his searing look at the hopelessness of
prison life, The Farm: Angola. USA. is up
for an Academy Award as best documen-
tary film and will be encored on the Arts
& Entertainment Network on March 15
and March 20. “One thing about prison is
it keeps things in perspective,” says co-
director Rideau, who is 57 and has served
38 vears in Louisiana prisons on a life sen-
tence for murder. “The award would be
nice. but it won't change my life one iota.
1 will still walk down to the chow hall af-
terwards for my beans and rice.” The
Farm examines the
bleak struggle of six
convicts lost in a living
graveyard where few
ever get out. Rideau,
who taught himself to
read and write while
on death row for 11
years, kept his story
out of the film because, he explains, “it’s
the only way to get eredibility—people
listen to you better.” Ile has no illusions
that his own long legal struggle for free-
dom will succeed. “If the courts go by
the law, Il win. If not, 'l Tose. 1t is that
simple.” As for the Oscars. Rideau says,
“it wonld be nice to be there. Butif 1
don’t g£o this time, there will he another
time. | still have a lot of ereative juices
—By Richard Woodbury/Denver

Ridean

v'f .

leftin me.”

NRBC © IDEA MEETING!

DiD You READ THAT THE
UNABOMBER, THE OKLAHOMA CITY
BoMBER Anp THE WORLD TRADE
CENTER BOMBER CHAT PURING
Luncd AT A PRisoN iN CoLoRADo?

“THE View" wWiT{
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CALL THEIR
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"MAD BOMBER
Cookig SWAP|"

WHAT's THIS MORNiNG's
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EVERYonNE Loves THE "MAD
BOMBER MAKEOVER" SEGMn_{r!

TED, You ALMOST Look SAanE!
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BnMH’
Girev!
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MY COURT AFTEAL!
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The factors of Hillary Rodham Clinton's decision
Eds: Moving on news and political circuits

An AP News Analysis

By MARC HUMBERT= AP Political Writer=

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) Despite all the hoopla and mystery, the questions
facing Hillary Rodham Clinton are fairly straightforward as she contemplates a
run for the U.S. Senate from New York.

They are the same questions considered by potential candidate for
everything from town council to the White House.

Can I raise the money? Can I put together the campaign team? Do
I want the job? Can I handle a campaign ‘that can be brutal and invasive? Can I
win?

Some answers may have been provided by the first lady's two-day excursion
to New York City on Wednesday and Thursday that served as part of her testing
the waters.

Clinton advisers think the money part will be easy. She has already proven
to be one of the Democratic Party's top fund-raising draws. She helped
then-U.S. Rep. Charles Schumer raise the massive war chest he used last year
in New York to unseat Republican Sen. Alfonse D'Amato. On Wednesday night, she
attended a small dinner at the home of Roger Altman, President Clinton's
former deputy treasury secretary, where she met with the very rich people who
might help put together her own campaign fund.

When it comes to assembling a campaign team, Mrs. Clinton played
a key role in putting together the operation that won her husband the White
House in 1992 and 1996. ~“They are very, very good,'' one top New York
Republican strategist, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Wednesday.
She also would be able to draw on the expertise of Schumer's campaign team,
which has first-hand and recent experience at winning a Senate seat from New
York. $

There is little doubt she has more than a passing interest in the Senate
seat. Her friends are quick to note that this is not just any Senate seat, but
from the media center of the world and one with a pedigree. The seat is being
vacated next year by Daniel Patrick Moynihan and was previously held by the
late Robert F. Kennedy. '

““"Mrs. Clinton does not waste her time and she doesn't waste other
people's time and the fact that she is considering this in the full glare of
publicity means that she's very, very interested in the position,'' says one
adviser.

There is no doubt a Senate campaign in New York could be brutal.

There would, almost certainly, be questions about her marriage and Monica;
Travelgate and Whitewater; investment profits and billing records; and a host
of other issues she might not want to revisit. She would also have to do
something as a candidate that she has been loath to do as first lady: talk to
the news media on a regular basis. During her New York visit, reporters once
again had to settle for aides and advisers if they had questions.

* Nonetheless, Mrs. Clinton on Wednesday did offer something of a guide to
her feelings.

““We cannot say, "I won't be involved in politics because I don't like all
the negativity, I don't like all the ads on television,''' she told her
enthusiastic audience at a Democratic Women's Leadership Forum fund raiser.
"I can certainly understand why someone might feel that way, but it is not a
feeling that you should act on.''

Whether she can win in New York may be the toughest question for Mrs.
€linton:

The leading contender for the Republican nomination is New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani, although he has not yet said he will run. He is a seasoned
campaigner, has credentials and, unlike most other Republicans, may be able to




pull a substantial vote out of heavily Democratic New York City.

There is little doubt that if the mayor is the GOP candidate and she is
the Democratic standardbearer, the Republican money spigot will be turned on
for him. They would likely both be well financed. :

There is a presidential election next year. Since Ronald Reagan twice
carried the state, Democrats have consistently taken New York's electoral
votes. That's not surprising in a state where Democrats outnumber .Republicans,
5-3. Either Vice President Al Gore or his only announced opponent for the
Democratic nomination, former New Jersey Sen. Bill Bradley, who once starred
for the New York Knicks basketball team, would likely run well in the Empire
State. There is some speculation that New York's Republican governor, George
Pataki, is angling for a spot on the national ticket. That could help bring
out GOP voters. '

The most recent statewide poll, released Wednesday by Marist College's
Institute for Public Opinion, found Mrs. Clinton leading Giuliani, 50 percent
to 46 percent. Just two weeks earlier, another Marist poll had her leading the
mayor, 49 percent to 38 percent.

Advisers think she will not make her decision until June or July, at the
earliest. '

Marc Humbert, state political editor for The Associated Press, has been
covering New York politics for the AP since 1978. He can be reached at: Box
7165, Capitol Station, Albany, N.Y., 12224.

End Adv
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HR A ik it Riatents Benjamin

A big hint in
the Big Apple?

First lady says political
process can’t be left to others

MSNBC STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

NEW YORK, March 3 — First lady Hillary Clinton

came tantalizingly close to revealing whether

she wants a future in politics during a .
much-heralded visit to New York City on

Wednesday.

"Politics" - Complete Coverage
Pat Buchanan's populist promise
Bush, Buchanan alter GOP race
A new Bush aims for the presidency

“You're hired.”
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Hillary Clinton wants to
be New York's next
Senator if she can
figure out how to win in
spite, NBC's Andrea
Mitchell reports:

wysiwyg://main.6/http://www.msnbc.com/news/246225.asp

CLINTON DID NOT announce her long-awaited
decision about whether she will run for the Senate, but
on Wednesday evening NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell
reported that the first lady’s friends say she is, in fact,
leaning toward entering the race — if she can figure out
how to win.

During a speech at a luncheon of the Democratic
National Women’s Leadership Forum at the Plaza
Hotel, Clinton exhorted the audlence of 900 to be
pohtlcally involved:

“We have to ask ourselves: Is now the time that we
retreat into our world? Where we say, ‘I’m fine, my
family is fine, my business is fine, I don’t have to worry
about anybody else?””

In a not-so-veiled reference to her husband’s
impeachment trial, she advised against bowing out of
politics because of its “negativity.”

“I certainly can understand why someone might
feel that way,” Hillary Clinton said as laughter rippled
through the crowd. “But it’s not a feeling you should act
on. It’s a feeling that should be transient.”

Many in the audience interpreted the statement as a
sign of her own interest in running.

“It sounded like she might be Ieaning toward
running. It sounded very positive to me,” said
Manhattan Borough President Virginia Fields.

TEASING THE AUDIENCE

Hillary Clinton also teased her audience by asking
why attendance at the luncheon was so high — 400
people were added to the guest list after the original 500
tickets sold out, and many of the latecomers were seated
in an adjacent room.

“There was talk I might have an announcement to
make,” she Clinton said. She then paused and added: “I
do not.”

Some in the audience groaned.

When the speech ended, her supporters began
chanting, “Go, go, go! Run, Hillary, run!”

3/4/99 12:38 PM
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FETUR family members
S bitten by the political bug
CUCK OMN A NAME FOR MORE DETAILS
@ John Quincy Adams
© George W. Bush
©® Florence Harding
@ Benjamin Harrison
. @ Maureen Reagan
@ Eleanor Roosevelt
@ Bob Taft

John Quincy Adams, son of President John Adams, served
in the Senate and later became the sixth U.S. president.
After leaving the White House, he served 17 years in the
House. He suffered a stroke and died in the Capitol in 1848.
His son, Charles Francis Adams, was also a congressman.

Source: Associated Press

COMMANDING LEAD IN THE POLLS

It was Hillary Clinton’s first trip to New York since
announcing she was considering a run for office.

Polls taken a few weeks ago gave her a
commanding lead in a hypothetical match-up with
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani for the Senate seat being
vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan in 2000. But
another statewide poll released Wednesday showed a
narrowing of the potential race.

The telephone poll of 702 registered voters
conducted Sunday and Monday by Marist College’s
Institute for Public Opinion found Clinton favored by
50 percent of voters with Giuliani the choice of 46
percent. The gap was the same as the poll’s margin of
error of plus or minus 4 percentage points.

Clinton has held'a commanding lead in the polls
over Giuliani, a potential but also unannounced
Republican rival for the Senate seat. A recent poll from
Quinnipiac College Polling Institute gave Clinton an
18-point lead over Giuliani in a hypothetical race.

Quinnipiac pollster Maurice Carroll said
Wednesday’s visit wasn’t likely to boost her polling
numbers because “they’re already off the charts.”

3/4/99 12:38 PM
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‘Maybe if she
could jump in the
East River and
rescue a
drowning baby
her numbers

might get higher.’

— POLLSTER
MAURICE CARROLL

wysiwyg://main.6/http://www.msnbc.com/news/246225.asp

“Maybe if she could jump in the East River and
rescue a drowning baby her numbers might get higher,”
Carroll said. “I can’t think how else.”

WHAT CLINTON MAY CONSIDER

Before deciding whether to run, Clinton likely will
take a hard look at her party’s chances to gain ground in
the Senate, where Republicans now hold a 55-45 edge.

When word first surfaced weeks ago that Clinton
might consider a Senate run, it was considered at least a
possibility that Democrats might capture up to six new
seats to control the chamber.

Now, with at least two Democrats — Sens. Frank
Lautenberg of New Jersey and Richard Bryan of
Nevada — announcing they will not run for re-election,
such Democratic hopes appear far less plausible. So, at
best, Clinton might be jumping into a bitter, intensely
covered campaign for a chance to be a junior senator in
a minority party.

VISITS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Earlier in the day, she was greeted at a Queens
middle school with raucous applause from students,
education officials and local politicians. She spoke
about the importance of arts education and announced a
new report that cites the school, I.S. 25 in Flushing, for
its attention to the arts.

Students in the chorus, fidgeting nervously in a
hallway before performing for the first lady, said they
hoped she would run.

“She’s cool, she’s not snotty, she’s like a real,
regular person,” said 14-year-old Tiffany Mance.

“Some students don’t learn well just sitting and
listening,” Clinton said in the school auditorium. “They
need to move, they need to use their hands, and then ...
the arts are a part of who we are,” she said.

She also met with nine students in one of the
classrooms. Some were sketching with pastels; others
performed a short interpretive dance for her.

On Wednesday night, she was to dine at the home
of Roger Altman, a Wall Street financier.

On Thursday, she was to talk at the United Nations
about the forthcoming International Women’s Day.

The Associated Press and Reuters contributed to
this report.
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Hillary's Silence
Sneaks Volumes

am reminded that the first trip Hillary
l Clinton made from Washington as an

official First Lady was to New York
City. She took the morning shuttle, Delta,
and then got a ride to a school on 177th St.,
where she waded among children. It was a
moment spilling with promise, in January
1993.

Yesterday, she arrived by Air Force jet, rode armored
limousines and her distance from the public was measured in
the following advisories given to the press by the White
House.

"Lighting and a mult is provided. Throw is approximately 80
feet."

In English, this means that her words would be carried over a
cable to the media machines that would then broadcast them
to the world.

The "80-foot throw" meant that the closest she would come to
an actual question is 80 feet. This is standard stuff, issued for
all White House trips, which is why politics is so infernally
boring. This is called the bubble, and it is meant to keep
people in public life safe from the lunatic fringe. It also
happens to make up the mechanics of official lies and silence.

And now it is imagined that Hillary Clinton is supposed to
float in on the bubble from Washington, one that she did not
invent but must live in, and be the senator from New York.

Some people believe that holy statues cry or move, and others
think Hillary Clinton is going to run for the U.S. Senate next
year.

You are well advised to wait to see any of these things before
putting an iota of faith in them.

-If she did run, Hillary Clinton would be the first person in the

United States to make Rudy Giuliani look accessible.

She has had a bad job, First Lady, and it is not her fault that
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she is supposed to say virtually nothing and vanish into the
wallpaper of pleasant manners.

The harsh fact remains. Bending down to look at children's
arts-and-crafts projects, then murmuring, "Oh great, that's
really nice" doesn't add up to much of a credential for the U.S.
Senate.

She begins with her greatest asset, which is her celebrity,
which arises from her biggest problem, which is her husband.
No matter what the polls say, the whole Clinton package —
him, his dirty laundry, her excuses for it — is stale and
tiresome.

A politician in Westchester County, Jeanine Pirro, is supposed
to be burned toast now that her husband got indicted for some
kind of tax flimflam. No more politics for Jeanine Pirro! The
same week the Pirro household got into trouble, Hillary
Clinton's husband was slapped with an accusation of rape
from a woman, Juanita Broadderick, whose story is at least
plausible.

Of course, this has nothing to do with her being a United
States senator. Still, if she were sent to Washington by the
people of New York, her job would be to look after our
interests and not her husband's. Would she try to overturn the
federal health care cuts for New York City that Bill Clinton
personally made, and which are tremendously damaging to
the medical research that goes on here?

Does she think the welfare bill he signed, cutting off food
stamps from immigrants, is a fine idea?

One of these days, she will have to answer a question and
can't walk off trailing yards of bland palaver.

Gabe Pressman, who remembers everything, spent the day
trying to shoot a question at her for his television station,
WNBC. He also is the president of the Press Club, and is
better than we deserve.

"In 1964, Bobby Kennedy first ran, we could interview him
on any subject right on the sidewalks," said Pressman. "One
time, his press guy Frank Mankiewicz tried to shove me away
when I was asking a question, but I got in there. Kennedy
said, "You're asking me for 30 seconds on Vietnam. That's a
pretty complicated question.' "

Of course, they were only talking about a matter of war on a
sidewalk. When it comes to discussing the Clintons' personal

mess, the original Capitol Hillbillies, there will be an 80-foot
wall of silence. So far, she hasn't run for anything but cover.

Original Publication Date: 03/04/1999
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Rudy erases most of her lead: poll

By FREDRIC U. DICKER State Editor

ALBANY — First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton arrived in New
York yesterday to ominous new poll-
ing data showing her in a virtual
dead heat with Mayor Giuliani

The Marist College poll found Mrs.
Clinton barely ahead of Giuliani in
a possible race for the U.S. Senate
next year, 50 to 46 percent, or just
within the poll’s 4-point margin of
error.

The results were a sharp improve-

ment for Giuliani, who trailed Mrs.
- NS & Ab e i LT O S GO R o U T MG X

Clinton 49-38 percent in a Marist
poll two weeks ago.

“We're seeing the transition from
Celebrity Clinton to Candidate Clin-
ton,” said Marist pollster Dr. Lee
Miringoff.

The telephone poll, which sur-
veyed 702 self-described registered
voters Sunday and Monday, is the
first conducted after public disclo-
sure of Arkansas nursing home op-
erator Juanita Broaddrick’s allega-
tions of being raped by Bill Clinton
in 1978, when he was Arkansas at-
torney general. i

SRR EEHQO SR ER VRN AR § B3 WK B F

The poll found New Yorkers be-
lieve Mrs. Clinton was more likely
than Giuliani to work with others in
the U.S. Senate and to “care about
people like me.”

But it also found voters believe
Giuliani would fight harder than
Mrs. Clinton for New York.

Giuliani led Mrs. Clinton 52 to 43
percent upstate and 51 to 44 per-
cent in the suburbs in the new poll.

Mrs. Clinton was ahead among
heavily Democratic New York City

voters, 64 to 33 percent.
S T
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wum on Senate,

but sounds like candidate

By ROBERT HARDT Jr.
and TOM TOPOUSIS

First Lady Hillary Clin-
ton yesterday tantalized
900 supporters at The
Plaza, saying she hasn't
decided on running for the
Senate — before giving a
talk that sounded every bit
like a stump s

“I am told there were
some who thought that I
might have an announce-
ment to make,” she said,
pausing for effect. “But I
don’t.”

The First Lady also made
the audience  wonder
whether she was referrin,
to herself when she sai
it’s important for women to
remain politically active.

“We cannot drop out of
the political process and
leave the arena to those
with very specific agendas.
We cannot say, ‘I won’t be
involved in politics because
I don’t like the negativ-
ity, ” she said.

Earlier in the day, Mrs.
Clinton visited a Queens
middle school to promote
arts education, the subject
of a new report by a presi-
dential panel.

Former Schools Commis-
sioner Ramon Cortines,
forced out by Mayor Giuli-

FRIENDLY FACE: Sen. Charles Schumer gives the First Lady a warm welcome

yesterday at The Plaza hotel luncheon.

ani, wrote the report’s in-
troduction.

Accompanied to IS 25 in
Flushing by Queens Rep.
Gary Ackerman and Bor-
ough President Claire

Shulman, Mrs. Clinton
made a pair of thinly
veiled digs at Giuliani
when she spoke of over-
crowding and construction
problems in city schools.

N.Y. Post: David Rentas

“As we were walking in,
Claire said to me, ‘You
know, this is a beautiful
school, but I'm worried be-
cause we have so many
young people, so many
children in this borough
now. I'm not sure well
have enough seats and
places for all of them in the
years to come,’” recalled
Mrs. Clinton.

The First Lady and the
mayor are potential oppo-
nents in a race for the Sen-
ate seat being vacated by
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. - ™

Gi‘.ﬂiﬂni, m Washingmn.{"
yesterday, was asked by
MSNBC, “In the deepest
part of your soul, wouldn’t
m love to run against

illary Clinton?”

“Yes,” he said, adding in
a later interview, ‘I'd
rather do it if she'’s in the
race. It makes it more in-

iguing. More in ing.”

rs. Clinton’s arrival
from Washington with
Ackerman was marred
when their limo broke
down and they were forced
to arrive in a car with a po-
lice sharpshooter.
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Hillary Clinton's could-be campaign tour launches into second day

Eds: U.N. speech at 10 a.m.; will be led; also moving on national lines
By SHANNON McCAFFREY= Associated Press Writer=

NEW YORK (AP) Dropping a hint about a call to civic duty, Hillary Rodham
Clinton is tantalizing New Yorkers who look at the first lady and see their
next senator. But so far she's just keeping them guessing.

On her second day in New York, Mrs. Clinton was giving a speech at the
United Nations today about the upcoming Women's Rights Day and later was
previewing an HBO documentary on women in sports at a school in Chelsea.

Mrs. Clinton's visit to the Big Apple had the feel of a campaign rally
even as she remained coy on whether she will be a candidate. Democrats used
her visit, Wednesday her first to New York since saying she was giving careful
thought to a Senate bid to woo the fence-sitting first lady.

And some of her supporters were anything but subtle.

““Don't you think it's time for a woman to represent New York in the
United States Senate?'' Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., blared to an overflow
crowd of about 900 mostly female donors who plunked down up to $1,000 apiece
to soak up the Hillary phenomenon at a Democratic National Committee luncheon.

Mrs. Clinton, standing behind Schumer, smiled as the crowd erupted in
applause.

Although her aides sought to portray her jaunt to New York as just another
of many forays here, Mrs. Clinton's words were just vague enough to stoke her
boosters' hopes.

““We cannot drop out of the political process and leave the arena to those
with very specific agendas,'' Mrs. Clinton said. ~“We cannot say "I won't be
involved in politics because I don't like the negativity. I don't like all of
the ads on television.'.''

She alluded only once to the Senate race.

"I was told that there were some who thought that, uh, I might have an
announcement to make,'' she said, pausing and holding the crowd in
breath-catching suspense.

""But I don't."''

Groans followed. _

The aura of mystery surrounding Mrs. Clinton's political flirtation is
spawning a parlor game in Democratic circles. The buzz after her speech placed
odds on her running.

““If she's not running she's giving a good impression of someone who is,''
New York City Council Speaker Peter Vallone said. ~"I think every indication
now is that she runs.''

Until she does decide, she is a huge cash draw for the Democrats.
Wednesday's luncheon raised $500,000, a record for the DNC's Women's
Leadership Forum.

Even political veterans marveled at the sea of awestruck supporters,
cameras and clamoring reporters hanging on the first lady's every word.

"I could not believe the amount of press,'' said former Rep. Geraldine
Ferraro, who once ran as vice president on the Democratic ticket and lost to
Schumer in the Democratic Senate primary last year. ~“It's like a presidential
announcement. '’

Mrs. Clinton began Wednesday with a visit to a middle school in the
Queens, where she discussed the virtues of arts education, and capped the day
with a private dinner at the home of Roger Altman, a former Treasury
Department officials whose deep pockets could be crucial to financing a New
York campaign.

Mrs. Clinton's visit came as Monica Lewinsky's face was again plastered on
the covers of New York City's tabloids in anticipation of the former White
House intern's interview broadcast Wednesday night about her affair with the
president.

Although Mrs. Clinton would be a formidable candidate, she would also face
what looks to be a tough battle against her most likely Republican opponent,

v



New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. Her lead against Giuliani, which had
surged into the double digits in earlier polls, shrank to just four points,
equal to the margin of error, in a survey released Wednesday by the Marist
College Institute for Public Opinion.

And not everyone was gushing. One man outside the Plaza Hotel held aloft a
placard reading ~"Hillary Clinton: Doormat of the Year.''
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(ATTN: National editors) (Includes optional trims) Jh>3TZbe;
She's Not a Candidate Yet but She's Acting Like One (New York)
By James Gerstenzang= (c) 1999, Los Angeles Times=

NEW YORK This being a story about an out-of-towner in New York, let's
start with the bottom line: Hillary Rodham Clinton is not running for the U.S.
Senate. Not officially. Not yet.

But beginning a two-day flirtation with the city on Wednesday, she played
her time here from the far reaches of Queens to the heart of Manhattan (the
Plaza Hotel, no less) Jjust like a candidate.

What she offered, gushed a very important fan, City Council Speaker Peter
Vallone, came ~“very close to an open declaration'' of candidacy.

Clinton has talked voting statistics with Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.
From Sen. Robert Torricelli of New Jersey, the chairman of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee, she has gotten the hard sell as he seeks to
line up candidates. She has heard the pleas of union leaders and party
fund-raisers.

But it wasn't until Wednesday that the boomlet got real on the streets of
New York with all the celebrity-sighting glam that New York can turn out.

From the steps of the Plaza one could barely see the Fifth Avenue display
windows of F.A.O. Schwartz, all but hidden behind television satellite trucks
parked bumper to bumper.

**I haven't seen so many photographers since the last Victoria's Secret
show in the fall,'' muttered one woman working her way into the Plaza's Grand
Ballroom.

The cause of all the ruckus was a seemingly off-hand comment Torricelli
made on ~“Meet the Press'' early in January, suggesting that with Moynihan's
announced retirement, Hillary Rodham Clinton might consider running for the
seat in 2000.

Ever since, she and President Clinton have masterfully teased the matter
as she gives it, by all accounts, serious thought. “

Marveling at the crowd that had gathered to hear her luncheon speech to
the Women's Leadership Forum, an arm of the Democratic National Committee, she
said at the outset: “"I'm told some had thought I might have an announcement
to make.''

She paused, and then added: "I don't.'!

But she then proceeded to address every reason why politics is a noble
profession, what political action had accomplished during the past six years
(of the Clinton administration) and how much more it could accomplish in the
future.

““Politics,'' she said, ~“is how we get along with one another. Politics
in good times and bad times is really the lifeblood of
a democracy.'' And, she said, ~“Women have taken their rightful place in the

political landscape.''

Consider, she said, the problems that have been addressed in recent years
gun control, raising the minimum wage, health care, child care and education.
In each, she said, politics made a difference.

As for the future, she said, decisions remain on protecting patients'
treatment by health maintenance organizations, addressing the need for more
teachers in the nation's schools and acting ~“fiscally responsible'' with the
federal budget surplus.

““These are not decisions we should leave to someone else,'' she said.

And with that, having spent part of her morning at an intermediate school
in Queens (where 18 television cameras all lined up to record the event) and
having accepted at the luncheon a St. John's University sweatshirt (the NCAA
basketball tournament looms for the local favorite), she spent more than 10
minutes shaking hands after her speech.

Talks like a candidate? Walks like a candidate? Must be a candidate?

Well, not necessarily.

Everything she said and each stop she made were typical of an activist



first lady and, indeed, each would serve to support the candidacy of Rep.
Nita Lowey, a New York Democrat considered the most likely candidate for the
party's senatorial nomination if Clinton does not run.

(Begin optional trim)

““She spoke to all the women in the audience about their role in politics,
and that it's important for us to get behind these ideas,'' said Lynn Kirsch,
who came in from Westport, Conn. for the speech. “"I didn't hear her make a
commitment. What I heard was, “if I run or not all of us have a very important
role.' !

Mark Green, New York's public advocate, a top consumer protection
official, heard it the same way: "~ "It was a speech to promote the audience
more than herself.''

But will she run?

“"Talmudic I'm not,'' said Roy Romer, the party's general chairman, a
former Colorado governor picking up the patois of New York.

No need to rush the decision, said Charles Schumer, who in November
defeated Sen. Alfonse D'Amato, with major campaign help from the first lady.

““Think this one through, and then if you decide you want to be
a candidate, we will support you and we will be resolute,'' he said, not
shying from the topic of the day as he introduced her to the 500 people in
the audience.

(End optional trim)

Thursday, it will be more of the same. She is speaking to a United Nations
International Women's Day forum and visiting a school in the Chelsea
neighborhood of Manhattan to talk about women in sports.

While the first lady spent the day in New York, the Republican seen as the
most likely candidate for the Senate seat, New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani,
spent the day in Washington, testifying before a House of Representatives '
committee on government reform and taping an interview for a television talk
show.

Public opinion surveys show a slight tightening of the non-race.

The Marist Institute for Public Opinion, at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., found that a roughly 11l-point Clinton lead in a statewide
poll last month (49 percent to 38.1 percent) had narrowed to four points.
(49.7 percent to 45.5 percent).

#x%%  filed by:LAWP(--) on 03/04/99 at 03:00EST ****
**%% printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 03/04/99 at 07:58EST **%x



Ehe New ork Times

Clintons’ Arkansas Roots Transplant Easily to New York

By JAMES DAO

They cause traffic jams of epic
roportions. They hold so many Man-
attan fund-raisers that even their
Yemocratic allies complain. They
ave endorsed policies that have in-
uriated labor unions, hospital offi-
ials, advocates for the poor, immi-
rants and, oh yes, Republicans.

So why is it that Bill and Hillary
todham Clinton seem so popular in
lew York?

That is a question many New
forkers may be asking themselves
hese days as they watch Mrs. Clin-
pn's very public exploration of
vhether to run for the United States
enate from New York next year.

They may also be pondering the
uestion as they sit in midtown traf-
ic awaiting Mrs. Clinton’s motor-
ade to pass today and tomorrow.
'he First Lady is in town to deliver
peeches before the Women's Lead-
rship Forum and the United Na-
jons, meet with local Democratic
upporters and tour public schools in
Jueens and Manhattan.

In many ways, the idea that New
forkers would embrace a former
overnor of Arkansas and his Illi-
ois-born wife still seems a bit im-
robable. Neither has lived or
vorked in New York, and except for
ccasional excursions to Manhattan
r the Hamptons, they have not even
racationed here much. Most of their
isits have been to campaign or to
aise money. And they have feuded
vith a host of local officials, includ-
ng the Democratic senior Senator,
dDaniel Patrick Moynihan, who is re-
iring next year.

Yet their connection to New York
s strong for a range of reasons,
ncluding their deep base of support
imong major Democratic voting
yroups, the large number of New
Yorkers in their inner circle, distrust
f their conservative opponents and
he sense among some people that
hey radiate New York-style pa-
rache and sophistication,

A consensus of New York pollisters
say both Clintons’ ratings tend to be
several points higher in New York
State than nationwide. Mr, Clinton's
job approval ratings in New York
have been hovering in the 60 percent
range for more than a year now. And
recent polls show Mrs. Clinton scor-
ing between 60 and 70 percent favor-
able ratings statewide,

Voters seem to respect her even in
Republican strongholds in the sub-
irbs and upstate. *‘New Yorkers like
the Clintons,” said John Zogby, a
polister from Utica. “Period.”

The clearest reason is that New
York is a Democratic state — regis-
tered Democrats outnumber Repub-
licans by a ratio of 3 to 2 — and the
Clintons, despite their many scan-
dals, have been the most successful
national Democratic politicians in a
generation.

But it is more than that, political
analysts assert. New York, they say,
has higher concentrations of voting
groups that are the Clintons' most
ardent supporters nationwide: pro-
fessional women, homosexuals, Jews
and black and Hispanic residents.

“These are groups that are impor-
tant to the Democratic Party nation-
ally,” said Philip Friedman, a Demo-
cratic public relations consultant in
New York. “But they are absolutely
central to the New York State Demo-
cratic Party."”

Not all of those groups were big
fans of the Clintons during the early
years of the Administration. But
through politics and policies, the
Clintons have won them over. Many
Irish-Americans, a major New York
voting bloc that is no longer reliably
Democratic, like Mr. Clinton for his
role in helping to broker peace in
Northern Ireland. Jewish-Americans
have come to view the Administra-
tion as a stalwart defender of Israel.

And a preponderance of blacks
view Mr. Clinton as not only sympa-
thetic to their concerns about rac-
ism, but also extraordinarily in tune
with their culture, black politicians
and intellectuals say.

“Bill Clinton is functionally an Af-

By ELISABETH BUMILLER

The trip was planned months
ago as just another visit of the
First Lady to a favorite city. But
when Hillary Rodham Clinton ar-
rives in New York today to give
speeches, meet with supporters
and tour schools, the visit will in-
stantly be seen as the first explor-
atory trip of a potential Senate
candidate from New York.

Attention from the news media
will rival, if not surpass, that for a
Presidential visit, officials said. *'1
think this is probably as intense for
us as it's gotten,"" said Marsha
Berry, Mrs. Clinton’s press secre-
tary. .

Yesterday, organizations that do
not routinely cover the First La-
dy's travels — networks, news-
magazines and the foreign press —
deluged the First Lady's office
with questions about the trip. A
secretary at a school in Queens
that Mrs. Clinton planned to visit
this morning described the atmos-
phere there as “crazy,” while Lau-
ra G. Ross, the head of a fund-
raising group that Mrs. Clinton
was scheduled to address at lunch,
said the event sold out two weeks
ago at 900 people and that there
was still a waiting list of several
hundred. The Secret Service, she
said, will not allow any more peo-
ple in the room.

“‘She’s always a draw, but this is
bigger than ever,”" Ms. Ross said.

Ticket prices for the event range
from $10,000 to $150. For $10,000,
for example, a donor can partici-

Pat Lieberman, left, an assistant art director at District 25 in Queens, met yesterday with students at
Intermediate School 25 as they prepared for a visit from Hillary Rodham Clinton.

ForFirst Lady’s Visit, ‘Intense’ Expectations

pate in a “round-table discussion”
with Mrs. Clinton and 49 others
before lunch. For $1,000, the donor
gets a picture taken with the First
Lady. Ms. Ross said the event had
raised more than $500,000 for the
Democratic Party.

Mrs. Clinton, who said two
weeks ago that she was giving
“careful thought' to the possibility
of running for the Senate seat that

More than usual

attention for a trip
by Mrs. Clinton.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan will va-
cate in 2000, planned to speak this
morning on arts education at In-
termediate School 25 in Flushing,
Queens, then tour a classroom, Af-
terward, she planned to appear at
the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan for
the fund-raising lunch.

Mrs. Clinton planned to spend
the afternoon in “private time' at
the Waldorf-Astoria, where she is
staying. In the evening she expect-
ed to attend a dinner at the Upper
East Side home of Jurate Kazickas
and Roger C. Altman, an invest-
ment banker who was Mr. Clin-
ton’s Deputy Treasury Secretary
and whose firm bought The Na-
tional Enquirer and Star magazine
two weeks ago. The dinner was

Richard Lee for The New York Times

described as a gathering of 15 peo-
ple, not a fund-raising event, that
would include business executives
and leaders of nonprofit groups.

On Thursday morning, Mrs.
Clinton is to give an address at the
United Nations to commemorate
International Women's Day, and
on Thursday afternoon will speak
about Women'’s History Month and
female athletes at the Lab School
at the O. Henry Learning Center in
Manhattan.

“It's very much like all the trips
she does where she tries to high-
light issues that are important to
families and the general public,”
Ms. Berry said.

At L S. 25, Mrs. Clinton is sched-
uled to release a study by the Pres-
ident's Committee on the Arts and
Humanities describing how school
districts can improve arts educa-
tion. District 25 in New York,
which includes LS. 25 and 30 other
schools in Flushing, Bayside, Col-
lege Point and Whitestone, is one of
eight districts nationwide that the
report singled out as exemplary in
the arts.

Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, who
is also considering running for Sen-
ate from New York, said this week
that Mrs. Clinton was highlighting
a school program, Project Arts,
that he had announced financing
for in his State of the City speech
two years ago. He joked that he
hoped she would bring a check for
the program from Washington.

rican-American politician,”  said
Manning Marable, director of Afri-
can-American Studies at Columbia
University, noting that the President
gets higher approval ratings among
blacks than many black officials.
But will the Administration, and
Mr. Clinton’s, high job ratings, rub
off on Mrs. Clinton if she runs for the
Senate? Mr. Marable says yes.
“There is a general perception that
she is to his left,”” he said. “‘And that
is just fine. Because ideologically,
black politics is social democratic.
There is a deep belief in state inter-
vention to redress social problems."”
The same may not be true with
other groups. Mrs. Clinton may be
less trusted by Jews because of her
open gupport for a Palestinian state.

Wall Street barons who like the Ad-
ministration’s economic policies
may be uncomfortable with Mrs.
Clinton's more expansive view of
government. Centrist Democrats
and Republicans may view her as too
liberal on crime or social issues.
“She is identified ideologically
with the left,” said Mitchell Moss, the
director of the Taub Urban Research
Center at New York University.
“That helps her in New York City,
and it mobilizes her core constituen-
cy. But New York State has not been
electing liberals for a long time.”
Republicans and some polisters
also say that the moment Mrs. Clin-
ton becomes a candidate, her poll
numbers will drop as she is pres-
sured to explain her positions in de-

tail and demonstrate her under-
standing of New York, a place where
she has never lived. State law re-
quires only that she be a resident as
of Election Day next year to seek the
Senate seat,

Politics aside, the Clintons clearly
have a social affinity for the city, one
that many New Yorkers relish.
There was the whirlwind birthday
party for their daughter, Chelsea, a
couple of years ago, complete with
stops at performances on Broadway.

And the visits to the Hamptons,
featuring the omnipresent shoulder-
rubbing with society and Hollywood
types. After all, even places as chic
as the Hamptons and as sophisticate-
minded as Manhattan like the valida-
tion conferred by a visit from the

First Family.

What amazes some analysts is the
fact that the Clintons have received
such loyal support from core Demo-
cratic groups despite having taken
positions that have angered those
£roups on nuMerous issues.

Many blacks objected vehemently
to the 1994 crime bill that expanded
the Federal death penalty and estab-
lished mandatory sentences for
many crimes. Black and immigrant
politicians in New York were also
furious with the President for sign-
ing the sweeping welfare bill in 1996
that sharply curtailed benefits.

New York hospital officials peren-
nially fight proposed Administration
cuts in health care spending. Most
labor unions hated the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Act, which the Presi-
dent championed. Gay-rights advo-
cates were deeply disappointed in
1996 when he signed legislation al-
lowing states to outlaw same-sex
marriages.

But what has helped the Clintons
overcome anger with their positions
on certain issues has been an even
greater antipathy among New York-
ers toward the First Couple’s oppo-
nents, many political analysts say.

““The Republican revolution of '94
and '95 really just scared the hell out
of New Yorkers, including moderate
Republicans,” Mr. Zogby said.

Mr. Marable said, “Even though
African-Americans have had many
criticisms of this Administration,
from the crime bill to the welfare
bill, on balance, in the era of the
Contract With America, in the era of
the Christian Coalition, in the period
of attacks on affirmative action,
Clinton looks almost like a positive
good rather than a necessary evil.”

The Clintons' enemies may have
helped them on another issue: im-
peachment, which appears to have
solidified Mr. Clinton's support in
New York and raised Mrs. Clinton's
favorable ratings, analysts say. The
First Lady has long been popular
among professional women. But her
stoic, steadfast defense of her hus-
band last year won her additional
support among more traditional,
conservative women, pollsters say.

*“1 think the year softened her im-
age,” said Lee M. Miringoff, director
of the Marist College Institute for
Public Opinion in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
“People can, in different ways, iden-
tify with the trauma she's gone
through."”

Judith Hope, chairwoman of the
New York State Democratic Party,
said Mrs. Clinton should therefore
benefit in a Senate race against May-
or Rudolph W. Giuliani, a Republican
who is considering running. “‘I think
New Yorkers see her as the personi-
fication of the new woman in transi-
tion,”” Ms. Hope said. “That she has
juggled a child, a job and a loss of
personal privacy with such style and
grace really inspires women."”

But there may be vulnerabilities
hiding inside Mrs. Clinton's apparent
strengths on the impeachment issue.
While many people like Mrs. Clinton
for standing by the President, a
smaller but still substantial number
of people seem to dislike her for
exactly the same reason.

Some analysts say Mrs. Clinton
may benefit from the competition
between New York City, a place she
professes to love, and Washington, a
town she seems to despise. Many
New York politicians assert that
their hometown is more sophisticat-
ed than the nation’s capital, more
drawn to independent women, less
upset by sexual scandals. It may also
help that some of her closest advis-
ers are New Yorkers, including Har-
old M. Ickes and Susan Thomases.

For that reason, Manhattan might
be the ideal place for both Clintons to
settle after he leaves office, whether
she runs for the Senate or not.

“New Yorkers love people who
live near the margins,” said Mr.
Moss, the N.Y.U. political scientist.
“The very qualities that make people
like Billy Martin or Joe Namath
helps explain why they like the Clin-
tons. New Yorkers like risk takers.”
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N.Y. race hasn’t begun, but Clinton already slipping

By Rick Hampson
USA TODAY

NEW YORK — New Yorkers, who
for weeks puffed hot air into Hillary
Rodham Clinton's senatorial trial bal-
loon, may be cooling to the idea.

When the first lady visits today for

, the first time since her future be-

. came a national obsession, she’ll find

- that some of the euphoria that sur-

" rounded her potential candidacy is
evaporating.

“I think she’s peaked,” Rich Eisen-

. berg, a computer technician from
. Poughkeepsie, said Tuesday. “I don't
» think she's going to run. If she does,
- she won't win.”
. Two polls support his assessment
: of Clinton’s political momentum:
+ P A Marist Institute Poll set for re-
. lease today will show that her lead
' over a possible Republican opponent,
: New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani,
" has narrowed.
* P A Fox News/Opinion Dynamics
+ Poll taken Friday found that Clinton’s
. national favorable rating has
. dropped from 63% to 53% since late
: January, when she was touted as a
- successor to Sen. Daniel Patrick
, Moynihan, a Democrat who has an-
'nounced that he won't seek re-
election next year.
©  “The closer she gets to an actual
candidacy, the more her popularity
-fades,” Dick Morris, President Clin-
ton’s former political adviser, wrote
in Tuesday’s edition of the New York
Post.

He added, “When you get your

face on the cover of Time and News-

week and your ratings drop, some-
thing is wrong."”

But Clinton remains popular here,
judging from her continued lead over
Giuliani in the polls and from New
Yorkers' comments this week.

“She's a canny woman. You'd have
to be canny, or stupid, to put up with
him,” Manhattan accountant Kent
Taylor said, referring to the presi-
dent.

Polls show Clinton is still very pop-
ular with registered voters. Last
month, she increased her lead over
Giuliani in the Quinnipiac College
poll from 9 percentage points to 18
percentage points.

Clinton has never held elective of-
fice and never lived in New York
State. Giuliani is a two-term mayor
who has cracked down on everything
from murder to drunken driving to
unleashed dogs.

Is her candidacy merely what Dai-
ly News columnist Lars-Erik Nelson
calls “one of the weirder runaway
fantasies of our time"?

[s the first lady taking New York-
ers for a little bit of a ride?

That was the suggestion of Doris
Eggersham, an elementary school
teacher in Brooklyn: “I don't think
she really plans to run. But she’s
stretching it out. The attention from
the Democratic Party must be flat-
tering.”

And, now that people are begin-
ning to press for a decision, “I think
she’s getting a little cold feet,” said Is-
rael Acosta, a hotel worker who lives
in Ozone Park.

Others were confident that the first

By Stephen Jae. e France-Presse
‘Careful consideration’: Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton visits New York today for
the first time since she said she'd
think about running for Senate.

lady is serious. “I don't think she's
playing games,” said Bill Blackwell, a
Yonkers steamfitter. “I think she
wants to run because she’s interested
in helping the country. I think she ac-
tually needs more time if she asks for
more time.”

But Barry Posner of Great Neck, a
lawyer, said that his friends and col-
leagues are beginning to separate
Hillary Rodham Clinton the first lady
— the celebrity, the stalwart wife, the
victim — from Hillary Rodham Clin-

By Doug Mills, AP

Looking like a candidate: Hillary Rodham Clinton holds a baby while visiting
Auburn, N.Y., in July, before speculation began about her running for Senate.

ton the senatorial candidate.

And the candidate, he said, is not
as politically attractive.

“The fact is, she'd be a car-
petbagger who wants a Palestinian
state,” he said.

Clinton’s statement — “I think it
will be in the long-term interests of

<

the Middle East for Palestine to be a
state” — already has been men-
tioned by Giuliani as a political liabil-
ity in a state that contains many Jew-
ish voters.

But several Jewish voters said they
would not hold that against her. “The
Palestinians are not going to decide

the election,” Eisenberg said. He has
other concerns. “People are interest-
ed in education, transportation. What
does she know about the Thruway,
the subway?”

In her two-day visit to New York
City, Clinton is to visit two schools,
meet potential financial supporters
and address the Democratic Wom-
en's Leadership Forum.

She’ll make a speech in the grand
ballroom of the Plaza Hotel, which
has been expanded to accommodate
900 people at $150 a head. The Dem-
ocratic National Committee says it
has filled every seat and has a wait-
ing list of 300.

Since announcing two weeks ago
that she would give “careful consider-
ation” to running, Clinton has talked
with many New Yorkers about such a
race, but has not actually visited her
could-be constituents.

They're eager for a look; even in
the latest Week of Monica, many
New Yorkers couldn't stop talking
about Hillary. They're gossiping
about where she'd live — East Side
or West Side — how she’d deal with
upstate issues, what she'd say about
Israel and the-Palestinians.

“I think she’s trying to find out
what the public opinion is before she
commits,” said JeaNa Paulus, who
works for an international fruit ship-
ping company in Manhattan.

She added: “I think she's going to
run. ... I think she's doing it on her
own. As soon as she unloads some
dead weight, she’ll be fine.”

Contributing: Christine Sparta
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Hope, Thy Name Is Hillary, in One Hurting N.Y. Mill Town

By Mrcuaer GruxwaLD
Wiashington Pust Staif #rier

SENECA FALLS, N.Y., March 2—Here in
the hirthplace of the women's rights move-
ment, in a Republican stronghold that
seemed to fall in jove with Hillary Rodham
Clinton during her visit last July. the first
lady’s possible run for the Senate is not the
big news. No, even in the homespun small
town that was supposedly the model for
Bedford Falls in the money-isn't-everything
fable "It's a Wonderful Life,” it's still the
economy. stupid.

In fact, throughout upstate New York, it's
the horrible economy, and whoever ends up
running for Democratic Sen. Daniel P. Moy-
nihan's seat will ignore that at their peril. And
it is the economy that could create an
opportunity for Hillary Clinton, or any Demo-
cratic candidate, and tumn this traditional
bastion of the GOP into a crucial battle-
ground in 2000. Early polls and interviews
around Seneca Falls suggest that upstate
voters are so desperate to join the nation's
economic boom that they would consider
anyone who cares about their problems.

Clinton will surely stir up a national media
frenzy Wednesday when she visits thriving
New York City. But fittingly. 300 miles away
in Seneca Falls—where a wry sign in the
town supervisor's office reads: “Due to the
present economic uncertainties, the light at
the end of the tunnel will be turned off
indefinitely"—there is a more pressing mat-
ter at hand. The owners of the Seneca
Knitting Mills, the town's second-largest
manufacturer and most visible downtown
landmark. have decided to shut down the
1553yearold factory. The workers—about
three fourths of them women—have undl
Friday to rescue the plant.

“I'm just so tired of starting over.” said
Sandra O"Connor, 52, who has worked at the
mill for 13 vears. Before that, she had worked
B)wsaabmlmiﬂmfamry.mtﬂit
shut down. Before that, she had worked four
vears for a local auto parts factory, until it
moved to Kentucky. “Maybe Hillary can save
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our jobs,” she sighed.

O'Connor’s plea could be applied through-
out upstate New York, where the hard times
have made George Bailey's cinematic jump
off the bridge look like a walk in the park. Its
manutacturing base has hemorrhaged well-
paying jobs, and few comununities have
i out how to replace them. General
Motors and Miller Brewing shuttered plants
in Svracuse. Republic Steel and Bell Aero-
space abandoned Niagara Fails. Rochester
absorbed massive layoifs at Kodak, Xerox and
Bausch & Lomb. Last year, after the Butfalo
News ran a sevenpart series titled “Upstate:
Dawnbound,” the region added only 14,200
jobs, versus 113,400 downstate.

In the past, that might not have affected a
Senate race. Traditionally, Democrats have
dominated New York City, Republicans have
owned the rural communities upstate, and
the downstate suburbs have been up for
grabs. For example, in 1992 and 1996,
President Clinton coasted to comfortable
victories statewide simply by running reason-
ably close to his GOP opponents upstate. In
1994 and 1998, Gov. George E. Pataki (R)
won on the strength of huge upstate routs.

But if the race to rcplace Moynihan
becomes a celebrity hattle—pitting the first
lady. voted the most admired woman in
America in some polls, against New York
Mayor Rudoiph W. Giuliani ( R}, hailed as the
tough guy who tamed the Big Apple—the
usual geographical calculus may be useless.
Giuliani is more popular than most Republi-
cans in the ity and its suburbs, but less
popular upstate, where 2 New York City
address can be more harmful than Arkansas
and Washington ones. Even GOP-«lominated
towns like Sencea Falls could be in play.

“I didn't like what Hillary did with the
heulth care. but I'd probably vote for her,”
said Dick Marshall, a Republican who owns a
used-car business here. “She’s a smart lady.
Hey, at least she came to visit. [ don't see
anyone else paying attention to this place.”

After a Quinnipiac College poll taken
during last month's run-Hillary-run media
blitz, the main storyline was the first lady
leading Giuliani 34 to 36 percent. But the
breakdown of the numbers showed how
unpredictable that dream race could be:
Giuliani won narrowly in the suburbs, while
Clinton won big on Giuliani's cty turf and
even came out ahead upstate. Still. potential
voters said Giuliani had a much better
understanding of New York issues than the
first lady, who has never lived in the state.

In interviews with about 30 voters in
Seneca Falls, the refrain was almost always
the same: They said they don't care about the
first’s lady’s role in the Travelgate firings, her
Whitewater billing records or her cattle
futures bonanza. They don't care about her
husband's sex life or his testimony under
cath. They said they just want a senator to
feel their pain and do something to ease it.
And despite her liberal reputation in Wash-

T K, Tk, 1 CCAR TR T e B
The first lady won many hearts in upstate Seneca falls, N.Y,, when she visited in July.

ington, the first lady seems to represent an
almost nonrideological form of hope for many
voters around here.

“This is a conservative area, and I think
most of us would prefer someone from New
York as a senator. But that doesnt mean we
won't support her,” said Janette Pfeiff, a
Republican who is the first female town
supervisor of Seneca Falls, where America’s
first Women's Rights Convention was held in
1848. “The economy is the overwhelming
issue. That comes first.”

In some ways, Seneca Falls still resembles
the picturesque mill town captured by “It's A
Wonderful Life” in 1946, with its quaint
Victorian homes and tidy downtown store-
fronts. The Women's Rights National Histor-
ic Park set an attendance record last year
during its 150th anniversary and local winer-
ies are attracting increasing numbers of
“ounsts.

But the hand-hewn limestone knitting mill
is not the only local institution unraveling like
a ball of yam. The county’s largest manufac-
turer, Gould Pumps, has laid off 100 workers
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since January. In the last year. a cafe. a
newsstand, a deli, an art gallery. a furniture
shop. an appliance store, a bakery and a
historic hotel and restaurant have all gone out
of husiness on Falis Street, the main drag.
Unless the mill is saved. its Fails Street socks
store will close soon. Meamwhile, the demise
of a local Army depot has moved 3.000
military and 800 civilian jobs vut uf town.
One resident recently posted a large sign on
her house asking the last person to leave
Seneca Falls to please turn out the lights.

There is some economic growth here, but
most of it reflects the area’s problems mure
than its promise. A 1.500-hed maximumesecu-
rity prison is coming to the old Army base.
along with a residential school for troubled
youths. A new drug treatment center has
opened. The county’s landfll is about to
expand, and its eight hog farms have all
opened since 1994.

In this ciimate, to put it mildly. the 2000
Senate race is not exactly Topic A

“Everyone just wants to know about the
mill. That's people’s lives, you know? That's

important,” said Sharon Mannix. a manar
of the Seneca Knit Mills sock store who was
laid off last year from her job as a secretary it
the Army depot.

When pressed. though., most Seneca falls
rgsxdems concede that politics can affect et
lives. It was the federal government, after ali,
that shut down the depot. And it was
.\_ ) er a chat two decades =y
mEh Grorge Souhan, the former owner oi :he
knitting mill—who laid the groundwork for
the 1348 convention site to become a nativna
park. Some people here belicve the frst L
could work similar magic.

*T wish she knew more about our proe-
lems, but I'm sure she'd learn,” said Repusic
can Mary Lee Miller. a secretary in Dur
hushand’s law otfice. “She’s a real leader.”

Hillary Clinton addressed 18,000 peunic
here during the 150th anniversary celebri-
tion last July, and most of them cheered
she called for women to exercise thewr
hard-won right to vote. That day, the wom-
en's rights park received more than four
times as many visitors as it ever had hefore,
and sold 16 times as much merchandise. But
that doesn't necessarily mean the people here
would vate for Clinton. Even Souhan. a
former Democratic leader in the county,
thinks she's wrong for the job. “I don't think
she knows a damn thing about upstate Ne'v
York.” said Republican Bill Snyder. a loczd
truck driver. “This place is dying. We need
someone who understands that.”

The employees of the Seneca Knitting
Mills certainly do. There were once 240 of
them. earming 36 to $15 an hour. It was lurd
work—winding, twisting, knitting, drving—
but union leader Carole Thompson said they
were always treated well when Souhan
owned the plant.

In 1995, though, Souhan got sick. and hu!
to sell his family’s mill to a North Caroiina
firm. The new owners (who have not hirec
une ferale supervisor even though the work
force is mostly women) posted cardbeiird
sigms with bive lettering on the shop Juor
“Production Comes First.” Employee grivy-
anices shat up to about 10 a week. Finall:,
after signing a new contract with the Seneca
Falls workers, the firm announced it was
eliminating their jobs.

“I have no idea what we're going to do,”
said Phyilis Beatty, a dryer who makes 3825
an hour after 37 years. Her husband i 2
supervisor; her son works on the line. “Goxt
knows there aren’t any other jobs left in ihix
town, except Burger King.”

The workers need to come up with aboti
$5 million in financing by Friday to buy ihe
mill themselves; federal loans and grunts
could help save the day. It's a long shot, bu:
they say they know just the person in the
White House who could help.

“Right now, Hillary is our best hope.” suic
Thompson. an inspector whose daughter
works at the plant as a knitter. “We know i

cares about people like us.”




Should Hilla

Washington correspondent
San Francisco Chronicle

“That’s obviously entirely up to her, but
itwould be interesting to see her as her
own politician accountable to the voters,
rather than as a power behind the throne.
She would have to face voters, political op-
ponentsand the press, including the New
York press. Certainlya race between
Hillary Clinton and [New York Mayor]
Rudolph Giuliani would be a thing to be-
hold, not only for the clash of personalities
butasa true ideological contest offering
voters very different options. Why she
would want to do this is another question.
She’s been first lady for six years with
celebrity status, which is very different
from being an in-the-trenches politician.”

The Hill @ Wednesday, March 3, 1999

PunditSpeak

By JoAnn Kelly

run for the Senate?’

=g

Katrina vanden Heuvel
Editor
The Nation

“It’s her decision to make, but would-
n't Hillary Clinton be a happier and
more politically satisfied person heading
afoundation or writing a column cham-
pioning the issues she's passionate
about? New York is not a village. She's
likely to face a brutal race against
Emperor Giuliani (who makes
[Independent Counsel] Kenneth Starr
look like Mr. Chips), and the New York
media will pummel her with tough scan-
dal-related questions. New York and New
Jersey's Democratic Party leaders may
lust after Hillary Clinton's ability to raise
pots of money, but they should advise the
first lady that celebrity politicians haven't
fared too well in New York state.”

ry Clinton

Bonnie Erbe N
Columnist, Scripps Howard Newswire
Host, CBS series “To the Contrary”

“Yes, because the Democrats need her to
hold thatseat. But while she's their best
hope, she'll have to answer a lot of questions,
starting with what allegiance New York vot-
ersowe toa woman who was born in llinois
and spent most of her life in Arkansas and
Washington, D.C. Her popularity right now
is sky-high because America likes to see her
standing by her man. But, when she was out
fronton progressive issues, such as universal
health care and abortion rights, her num-
bers were closer to those of former Speaker
Newt Gingrich [R-Ga.] when he was push-
ing for the Contract With America. All this
means, even for New York, a harddine femi-
nist pushing a progressive platform will have
avery hard time trying to win office.”

Eleanor Clift
Contributing editor
Newsweek

“Unless Hillary really wants to be a sen-
ator, she shouldn’t run. These last two
years in the White House will not be easy,
and if she’s a candidate, she'll have to an-
swer lots of questions she could other-
wise avoid. Does she really want to spend
the next 20 months explaining her posi-
tions on statehood for Palestine and chil-
dren suing their parents? James Carville,
the most loyal of the Clinton loyalists, has
advised her to take a few years off, write a
book, make speeches and make money.
And thisisn’t Mrs. Clinton’s last chance.
She could credibly challenge Republican
Sen. Peter Fitzgerald in 2004 in Illinois,
her home state.”
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The Shirt List

m The relentless will she? won't
she?buzz over Hillary Rodham
Clinton and the New York
Senate race has clearly gotten to
Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.),
who heads the National
Republican Senatorial
Committee.

So he brought a little sartorial
prop to the "Fox News Sunday”
set yesterday with which to gig
Sen. Bob Torricelli (D-N.J.),
chairman of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign
Committee and father of the
first-lady-for-Senate boomlet.

“I've come up with a T-shirt
for Bob that [ think says it well,”
declared McConnell, holding up

the “I ¥ NY” model. “Of course.

the first lady doesn't live in New
York. And if she chooses not to
run in New York, she could run
in New Jersey [deft use of
flash-card produces Exhibit B,a
T-shirt with the slogan *[ ¥
NJ"]. And the

Democrats, of

course, have an

open seat in

Nevada [morph

to Exhibit C. 1

¥ NV"].She's

sort of the

Senate

candidate for all

states this

year.”

s

1%
NV

N
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McConnell, making a case for Clinton?
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THE RELIABLE SOURCE

By Ann Gerhart and Annie Groer

In Utah, a Little Downhill Time

m The weather was
splendid—sunny and near
60—yesterday in Park City,
Ctah.

But that didn’t tempt
President Clinton into
schussing down the slopes.
Instead, he remained inside
and read books at the lavish
mountain retreat of movie
producer Jeffrey Katzenberg.
But Hillary Rodham Clinton
and daughter Chelsea did the
whole snow bunny number in
the resort that is readying for
the 2002 Winter Olympics.

The two women caused a
brief stir among
photographers, who were
thrilled to capture them
strapping on skis and getting
on a lift near Bald Eagle
Mountain, reports The Post’s
Chuck Babington.

White House spokesman
Barry Toiv said he did not
know what Clinton was
reading, but allowed as how
“work was low on the totem
pole to him as far as his
priorities.” Clinton has stayed
away from the sport since
injuring his left knee in a 1984
skiing mishap in Idaho.

This is the second year
Katzenberg has turned over to
the Clintons his home 25 miles

east of Salt Lake City. He was BY RICK EGAN—SALT LAKE TRIBUNE V1A ASSOCIATE PRESS
not there. . First daughter Chelsea Clinton carves up the slopes

On Saturday night, the yesterday near Park City, Utah, where she and her family
family celebrated Chelsea’s gathered to celebrate her 19th birthday on Saturday.

19th birthday with a cake and
dinner. No word on gifts.
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Duke Predicts Victory In Louisiana
M GOP Houst AsPiRANT David Duke,
a former Ku Klux Klan leader, pre-
dicted late last week that he would
win the seat vacated by former
House Appropriations Chairman
Livingston, the Baton Rouge Advo-
cate reported.

“In this race we don’t have to
worry about that black bloc vote.
We have a great chance for vic-
tory,” Duke told the Jeffersonians, a
Baton Rouge political club.

Duke, the St. Tammany Parish
GOP chairman and former state
representative, said his statewide
runs for Senate and governor failed
because of opposition from a 30
percent black voting bloc in the
state. But he said the 1st District,
which wraps around New Orleans,
has only about 9 percent black vot-
ers.

“I carried the 1st District before
in statewide races, and the district
since that time has been made
more amenable to our principles
and ideals,” Duke said.

A May 1 special election to re-
place Livingston, who left Congress
at the end of last week, will likely in-
clude at least four other declared
Republican candidates: former Gov.
Dave Treen, state Rep. David Vitter,
attorney/New Orleans Zephyrs
owner Rob Couhig, and ophthal-*
mologist Monica Monica. Qualifying
occurs March 17-19.

Fourteen Years Later,
A Rematch In New Mexico
M FORMER LT. GOv. MIKE RUNNELS, a
Democrat, next year plans to chal-
lenge Rep. Joe Skeen, R-N.M., for
the seat once held by his father —
the late Rep. Harold Runnels, D-
N.M., according to the Associated
Press.

A Skeen-Runnels race would be
a rematch of the 1986 contest — in
which Skeen handily beat Mike Run-

nels by 63-37 percent. Said Runnels:
“Things change over the years, and
people change over the years. I've
learned to work effectively with
people of diverse interests. ... And |
think the Democratic Party de-
serves a candidate who can reach
across those diverse interests.”

Skeen first won the seat in 1980
following Harold Runnels’ death —
as a write-in candidate in a three-
way race. He was re-elected with 58
percent of the vote last November,
following a 5644 percent victory
two years earlier.

Signs Point To Late Decision

By Hillary In N.Y. Race

M SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER, D-N.Y ,
late last week said that First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton could take
until June to make up her mind
about running for the Senate from
New York. And former Sen. Al-
fonse D’Amato, R-N.Y., whom
Schumer defeated last fall, sug-
gested that if Clinton is set to run,
she could announce as late as Sep-
tember, Newsday reported.

All of which points to a decision
later, rather than sooner, for the
first lady — who has been at the
center of a speculative political
swirl over the 2000 race for the
New York seat being vacated by De-
mocratic Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan.

Schumer’s newfound advice
that Clinton weigh her decision
carefully contrasts with his earlier
call that she make a quick decision.
Schumer — who was among sev-
eral New York politicians whom the
first lady invited last week to the
White House for consultation —
said afterward that Clinton did not
appear close to a decision.

While Schumer acknowledged
that he had initially called on Clin-
ton to decide by spring, he said last
Thursday: “Spring could mean

[waiting] till June 20. It's not pro-
ductive to put a time frame on it.”

And D’'Amato said the longer
Clinton delays her decision, the
more likely it is that she will run.

“If she’s going to run, she can
wait until September,” D'’Amato
said. “Money is not a problem for
her, bringing the entire party appa-
ratus behind her is no problem.
And she doesn’t encounter the
withering kind of inspection and
questions that would take place as
soon as she announces by the me-
dia.”

Top Lobbyists Host Gingrich

PAC Fundraiser

MW SOME OF WASHINGTON'S top lobby-
ists are co-chairing an April 14
fundraiser here for former House
Speaker Gingrich's new Friends of
Newt Gingrich PAC, the Associated
Press reported.

The event will be not only a
salute to Gingrich, but also a
fundraiser for the PAC — designed
to aid GOP candidates — as well as
a benefit for the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation, one of Gingrich'’s fa-
vorite charities.

Among those organizing the
event are former White House aide
Nicholas Calio, whose firm’s clients
include Anheuser-Busch and Sears,
Roebuck and Co.; former Rep. Vin
Weber, R-Minn., who represents
AT&T Corp. and Microsoft Corp.;
former Rep. Robert Walker, R-Pa.,
whose firm represents American Air-
lines and Visa; and former Republi-
can National Chairman Haley Bar-
bour, who counts CBS Inc. and Philip
Morris Cos. Inc. among his clients.

While Gingrich has not ruled
out eventually running for presi-
dent or another office, he has said
he would not do it in 2000. In the
meantime, he plans to give
speeches and set up a consulting
firm.

v
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Pallone Announces Senate
Exploratory Committee

M LESS THAN A WEEK after Democratic
Sen. Frank Lautenberg's surprise
retirement announcement, Rep.
Frank Pallone, D-N.J., Tuesday
said he is forming a committee to
explore a Senate bid.

“I have run extremely tough
races before — in traditionally non-
Democratic areas,” said Pallone,
first elected to Congress in 1988,
“and I believe that my records on
taxes, education and welfare are re-
flective of New Jersey voters. Now,
I am deciding whether this agenda
can be better served in the Senate.”

Pallone is not the only New Jer-
sey Democratic House member in-
terested in Lautenberg's seat:
House Democratic Caucus Vice
Chairman Robert Menendez is also
reported to be lining up support.

DNC Seeks Appeal Of Ruling On
‘Hard Dollar’ Spending Limits

B THE DEMoCRrATIC National Commit-
tee is calling on the FEC to appeal
last Thursday's decision by a dis-
trict judge in Colorado who ruled
that certain limits on the amount of
“hard dollars™ that a party commit-
tee may spend on behalf of a candi-
date are unconstitutional.

“We are disappointed that the
court struck down the limits, and
we hope and expect that the FEC
will appeal the decision,” said a
DNC spokesman.

The case dates back to 1986,
when the Colorado GOP spent
money on radio ads aimed at then-
Rep. Timothy Wirth, D-Colo. —
who eventually won an open Senate
seat that year.

In June 1996, the Supreme Court
ruled that the Colorado GOP had
not violated election laws — but re-
manded the case back to the dis-
trict court for further argument on
whether there should be any limits

on the coordinating spending by
party committees.

“It is a great victory for the First
Amendment and common sense,”
said Republican attorney Jan Baran.
“This decision encourages parties to
raise more hard money and reduces
the political value of soft money.”

Baran declined to predict that
the ruling would cause the major
GOP campaign committees to re-
duce the amount of soft money they
will raise for the 2000 elections.

New Poll Shows Hillary Widening
Lead Over Giuliani

B A NEw PoLL shows First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton widening
her lead over New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani, a Republican, in
a potential 2000 New York Senate
race matchup.

The survey, from Quinnipiac
College’s Polling Institute, had the
first lady favored by 54 percent of
1,270 registered voters polled —
with Giuliani the choice of 36 per-
cent, an 18 point lead. The poll was
conducted last Tuesday — the day
Clinton said she would give the
race “careful consideration” — and
has a 3 point error margin.

An earlier Quinnipiac poll, con-
ducted Jan. 26-Feb. 1, had Clinton
leading Giuliani by 9 points, 51-42
percent.

Senate Minority Leader
Daschle said Tuesday he has spo-
ken with Clinton about a Senate
bid, but said he “would be very sur-
prised if she made a decision in the
next six months."

Gambling Foe Enters Race To
Succeed Talent
B A rourTH REPUBLICAN has entered
the race to succeed Rep. James
Talent, R-Mo., who will run for gov-
ernor in 2000.

State Rep. Todd Akin, a conserv-
ative who has gone to court to chal-
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lenge the legality of Missouri's gam-
bling boats and a 1993 education
tax increase, announced Monday
he will enter the race in the subur-
ban St. Louis district, the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reported.

Akin vowed to make his priority
in Congress the adoption of a na-
tional version of Missouri’s tax limi-
tation law — even if it requires a
constitutional amendment.

Besides the three other Republi-
cans who have already announced
— state Sens. Steve Ehlmann and
Franc Flotron, and former St. Louis
County Executive Gene McNary —
at least two others are looking into
it. They are state Sens. Betty Sims
and David Klarich.

Two Democrats, state Sen. Ted
House and Webster University Busi-
ness School Dean David Harpool
also have announced they will run
in the predominantly GOP district.

California GOP Officials To Kasich:
Stay Home

M A TiFF INVOLVING the California
GOP dating back to 1997 continues
to dog House Budget Chairman
Kasich's presidential campaign.

The flap occurred during the last
election cycle, when Kasich initially
planned to attend an event for his
friend, Rep. Gary Condit, D-Calif.

After state party members com-
plained, Kasich backed off.

Now, although most other GOP
presidential contenders have been
invited to speak at the party’s
spring convention this year, Kasich
did not make the cut.

“We are sorry that they are still
upset about a two-year old incident
which never took place,” said a
spokesman for Kasich’s presiden-
tial exploratory committee, adding,
“We look forward to working with
the new incoming chairman to raise
money for the party and stump for
California Republican candidates.”
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Off to the RACES
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Suddenly, GOP Opportunities Arise In The Senate

By Charlie Cook

B WHAT A DIFFERENCE a week makes! Early last week, while
some overzealous Democrats were boldly talking about win-
ning control of the Senate in 2000, almost all neutral ana-
lysts — and most realistic Democratic and GOP veterans
— were privately suggesting there would likely be little net
change in the Senate.

Before last week, each side had one incumbent in extreme
jeopardy: Democrat Charles Robb in Virginia and Republican
John Ashcroft in Missouri. Robb trails former GOP Gov. George
Allen while Ashcroft runs behind current Democratic Gov. Mel
Carnahan. The next risky spot for Democrats was in New York,
where Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan is retiring.

The early picture in the Empire State is muddled, de-
pending upon go/no go decisions by First Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and Rep. Nita Lowey on the Democratic side
and New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, Rep. Rick Lazio
and former Sen. Alfonse D'Amato on the GOP side.

Although most have all but given Giuliani the nomination,
it is important to note that the Republican primary vote is
not in New York City — and that the Pataki-D’Amato wing
of the party has no use for Hizzoner. Lazio, from Long Island,
does not carry the baggage of hailing from the city and yet
is moderate enough to be plausible in a general election. The
first lady would be a slight favorite over Giuliani, while she
would start off a strong favorite over D'Amato or Lazio. Giu-
liani would be a big favorite over Lowey, who would only get
into the race if Mrs. Clinton does not run. In the unlikely event
that both Clinton and Giuliani did not run, a Lowey-Lazio
matchup at this point would look to be fairly even.

Beyond these three races, everything else in the Senate
looked to be status quo. However, the outlook changed dra-
matically last week when Democrats got hit with both bar-
rels of the retirement gun. The first blast came Wednesday
when Sen. Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey announced
he was not going to run, rescinding a decision last fall that
he would seek a fourth term.

The other barrel was fired Thurs-
day when Nevada Sen. Richard Bryan

seemed unlikely to take on Lautenberg while former GOP
Rep. John Ensign, the 1998 Senate nominee, seemed un-
willing to take on his close friend, Bryan.

M NOW, ALL THAT HAS CHANGED. Whitman, who came within
three percentage points in 1994 of upsetting then-Sen. Bill
Bradley, now looks all but certain to run, and is a strong fa-
vorite over what could be a divided but decidedly second-
tier field of Democrats. Whitman is very likely to carry the
Republican torch — while Democrats potentially choose
among [ormer Gov. Jim Florio, ousted by Whitman in 1993;
Reps. Bob Menendez, Frank Pallone and Robert Andrews;
and Cherry Hill Mayor Susan Bass Levin, a prominent De-
mocratic fundraiser.

Some Democrats worry that based on name recognition
alone, Florio would have a big edge in a primary — but that
he remains badly damaged goods from his ill-fated tenure as
governor. The GOP begins the race favored to pick up the seat.

In Nevada, the GOP nomination is most likely to go to
Ensign, who has already said he is running. GOP Rep. Jim
Gibbons, who has also expressed interest in the race, could
challenge Ensign if he decides to jump in. Ensign came within
afew hundred votes of upsetting Bryan's colleague, Sen. Harry
Reid, last November. Gibbons’ district contains the half of
the state’s population with the highest turnout level overall
— and the overwhelming majority of voters in a GOP primary.

On the Democratic side, the nomination seems most
likely to go to former Gov. Bob Miller or Las Vegas Mayor
Jan Laverty Jones, the party's 1998 gubernatorial candidate.
Miller, who served as lieutenant governor under then-Gov.
Bryan, assumed the top job in January 1989, finishing out
the last two years of Bryan's term and easily winning elec-
tion in his own right in 1990 and beating Gibbons by 12
points in 1994. The race starts off roughly a 50-50 contest
with Bryan not running for re-election.

In sum, these three open seats where Democrats had
70-95 percent chances of winning have
fallen into the 40-55 percent range. De-

announced he would retire. Like Moyni- m Charlie Cook’s “Off to the mocrats have more seats in immedi-
han, both Lautenberg and Bryan were Races" appears every Tuesday in ate jeopardy, while Republicans have
heavy favorites for re-election — not CongressDallyAM. During weeks more that are potentially at risk — with

just because Senate incumbent re-elec-
tion rates have risen over the last
decade to over 70 percent, but also be-
cause their potential top-tier oppo-
nents seemed highly unlikely to run.

tional Journal.
GOP Gov. Christine Todd Whitman -

when CongressDallyAM does not
publish, “Off to the Races” can be
accessed on National Journal's web-
site: www.cloakroom.com. “The
Cook Report” appears Fridays in Na-

tough challenges dependent upon
strong Democratic recruiting, a con-
tinued favorable political climate and
some lucky breaks. After the tumul-
tuous past week, Democrats could sure
use them.
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AP photo
President Clinton leads Hillary Rodham Clinton down the steps of the Foundry United Methodist Church
in Washington on Sunday. The first lady still has not announced whether she would run for the Senate.

GOP ‘relishing’ idea of Clinton

First lady likely to face nasty N.Y. race for Senate

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON--First Lady Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton’s reputation
for toughness and political smarts
would be put to a full test if she
decides to run for a Senate seat
from New York, politicians in
both parties warned her Sunday.

Former GOP Sen. Alfonse
D’Amato, a potential rival for the
seat, said Republicans ‘“‘are actu-
ally relishing the battle.”

New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani said a run by the first
lady would give him an incentive
to seek the Republican nomina-
tion. “Starting off from the under-
dog position would probably be a
good thing from my point of
view,” Giuliani said on CNN'’s
“Late Edition.”

With the impeachment over and
Congress not yet back in full gear,
the possibility of a Clinton-
Giuliani race in New York domi-
nated the Sunday news programs.
The topic is the cover story for
Time and Newsweek this week.

Former New York Mayor Ed
Koch, a Democrat, predicted that
Mrs. Clinton would win if she
runs for the seat being vacated by
four-term Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, a Democrat. But “it’ll
be a tough fight. It won't be a win
in a walk,” he said on CBS’ “Face
the Nation.”

Republicans differed on the out-
come but agreed it would be close.
A Time/CNN poll of New York
residents put Clinton, an Illinois
native, ahead of Giuliani 52 per-
cent to 43 percent, but Giuliani

said, on ABC’'s “This Week,” in-

the end “we are looking at a 2 or
3 percent race.”

Clinton has said she is talking
to people about running and has
not made up her mind. Time mag-
azine reported that Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-N.Y.), who is urging
Clinton to run, had discussed her
candidacy with President Clinton

ir !'\J’J..

‘Starting off from: the-
underdog position would
probably be a good thing
from my point of view.’

New York Mayor Rudolph Glullanl

and that he was enthuslastic :

about her running. Publicly, the
president. has sqid .only that she
would make a good senator,.and .
that he would support whatever
decision she makes.

Weighing against a run is New !

York’s notoriety for éxpetisive, no-
holds-barred, negative, politicking.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-
Il.) said that. even as a person
familiar with tough Chicago poli-
tics, “I'm. not sure why anybody
from Illinois wants to stick their
nose in New York politics.”
Former New York Rep. Susan
Molinari, a Republican, said her
gut feeling was. that the first lady
won'’t enter the race. “This is not

‘the kind of rough’and tumble she

wants to put'herself back into,”
she said on CNN. Giuliani “ls
going to be an extremely formida-
ble candidate and will beat her.”

Geraldine Ferraro, in*Time;-
recalled how she twice lost bids
for a New York Senate seat, “and
I can tell you that it is no.walk in
the park. The tabloids try to eat
you alive every-day. Much worse,
they go after your-family.”

Ferraro' saidvshe' hopes Clinton’

would run, but ardther Democrat,
former White House aide George
Stephanopoulos, writing in. News-
week,advised otherwise. “Whitewa-
ter billing records, cattle futures,
the travel office and Castle
Grande will all ,be back,’” he
wrote. “Do you really want' to
spend your last year in the White
House reliving the most painful
episodes of your tenure?”

Giuliani said he had no inten-
tlon‘of attacking Clinton over the
impeachment of her husband or

" accusing her of being a carpetbag-

ger who doesn't live in New York.

. But, when asked on ABC about

the first lady's statements last
year that she favored an indepen-
dent Palestinian state, he noted
that he agreed with the official
"White House position that the sta-
tus of Palestinian-controlled lands
are to be negotiated. “Mrs. Clinton
is out there much more heavily
favoring the Palestinians,” he
said.

Koch said most American Jews
are for a Palestinian state. “For
Giuliani to raise that [issue}
shows you how low a blow he's
willing to strike,” the former
mayor said.

One Democrat who expressed
enthusiasm for Clinton’s candi-
dacy was New York Rep. Nita
Lowey, whose own decision on
whether to enter the senatorial
race has been put on hold as a
result of the first lady’s possible
entry., “Hillary Clinton is in a
very special class of her own,” she
. said on .CNN and Fox. .

D’Amato, who lost his New
York Senate seat last November
after a nasty campaign against
then-Democratic Rep. Charles
Schumer, said Republicans aren’t
afraid of a Clinton candidacy and
are "actually relishing the battle.”

In addition to Giuliani, he said,
New York moderate Reps. Jack
Quinn and Rick Lazio would be
strong contenders. Asked on Fox
if he would consider running,
D’'Amato said it was “very tempt-
ing.” He said it would be a race
that those who enjoy politics
“kind of salivate over.”
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Dear Hillary: If D.C. is the frying pan, N.Y. is the fire

. ELLEN GOODMAN

m I the only one in my homeroom class
who thinks that Hillary would have to be
nuts to run for the Senate?

-~ My fellow media majors are all salivat-
ing ag the prospect of what they have collectively
dubbed “The Battle of Titans.” They actually want to
-see fir$t Jady Hillary Rodham Clinton wrestle Mayor
Rudy Gnulmu for the same seat.

Doesn’t anyone else remember what happened to
the ongmal Titans? The giant children of Uranus and
Gaea set out to rule heaven and ended up overthrown
by Zeus and his family in a disaster of, well, Titanic
proportions. -

Evér girce Hillary acknowledged, as a kind of

thank-you note to her supporters, that she was giving ° 'perfdi'nmnce, that Hillary has the.

the rage “careful thought,” I've had a feeling that
. HRC Jas being, set up as a gladiatrix; She's-being
‘urged’ *into the coliseum: for the amusement of the
.masseg Or-at least the mass media. i

She doesn't get to choose between the lady and the
tiger. Bhe gets the possibility of being the senator
from New York and the certmnty of being mauled
Withm.an inch of her life.

I am not in the advice biz, and, as “Dear Abby”
demurred this week, “the most unwelcome advice is
that which is unsolicited.” I don’t know what makes
HRC keep ticking or what internal muscle lets her
hold her chin up. If I were HRC, I would have spent
the last year in bed — and not Bill’s bed.

Yes, there are attractions in an Empire State cam-
paign — chief among them finding a legitimate reason
for being a Metroliner away from Washington. ;

The transformation from wronged wife to front-
runner would be good for the soul. After years as the

. But New York? Nog,,‘ Py S

freebie in a two-for-the-price-of-one
package, it would be a relief to run
on her own. Instead of being psy-
choanalyzed by Vanity Fair - “a
long-suffering, lamp-throwing wife
and her straying husband” - she
could have her position papers scru-
tinized by policy wonks.

Add to that the delicious pros-
pect of watching Bill do a thousand
hours of community service as a po-
litical spouse. If she won, he'd have
to work to pay off the family debt
while she went to the Capitol.
(Memo to the Prez: See those
brackets around your net worth?
That’s means debit.) :

' I have no doubt, after last fall's

name recogmtmn and - the. skills in_
fund-raising-and crowd- pleasmg

Dear Hillary: If Was}ungto it
the frying pan, New York is the ﬁre IfKenStarrls
the frying pan, Rudy Giuliani is the fire. Those folks
who are urging you to run, aren’t they the same

“cheerleaders who waved their pompoms for Geraldine

“Head-handed-to-her” Ferraro?

New York isn't a village, it's Bosnia. “Giuliani,”
says Ed Koch, the formidable former mayor of the
Big Apple, “will run the most ruthless, vile, loathsome,
defamatory campaign he’s capable of.” There will be
some gnome at every stop with a Monica mask and a
Whitewater map.

New Yorkers have a way of cutting newcomers —
with or without carpetbags — down to size. Did you
check the New York Post editorial last week that
warned: “No cozy sequestrations of the sort that ac-

crue to all first ladies. No more
Matt Lauer softball interviews, She
can expect to get the rough-and-
tumble treatment that every other
candidate does.”

Only in New York would they
think she’s had a “cozy” old time in
D.C. As Koch says, “I wouldn’t sug-
gest this to someone who didn’t
‘have steel in their spine.”

Well, nobody doubts Hillary’s
mettle. But by the fall of 2000, the
first lady’s stardust may have faded

"in the country’s exhausted desire to
end the entire Clinton melodrama.

But there's another, less calcu-
lating reason for. passing this up.
HRC is :at one of t.hose ‘moments

- when the right quesuon i not what
; ﬂthe New - York>Démocratic* “Party -

4 “ants. It is: Whntdoyouwantto

_ - DEAN ROHRER mxsmmm ‘do with the rest‘of-your life? -

. For decades; Hillary-Clinton
has been mbenested in both the politics of nuts and
bolts and the politics of meaning. She's a Methodist
and aprag'mat.lst. ,a,'hig thinker and a strategist, the
woman who can inspire a UN conference and com-
plain about a right-wing consplracy Which way now?

Even if she runs and wins, has Hillary-given up
the chance for a world stage to worry about the pot-
holes in Queens? Or has she chosen a powerful seat at
the table of pohcy-makers" Eleanor Roosevelt, where
are you?

Anyway you look at it, this is not the time bo run.
The motto of the Hillary Fan Club has always been,
“You go, girl.” How about: “You go slow, girl.”

Ellen. Goodman i3 a Globe colummist.
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Hillary’s choice

To run or not to run? That is the question fac-
ing Hamlet-like Hillary Clinton: Whether ’tis no-
bler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of
outrageous New Yorkers in a race for Senator -
Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s soon-to-be-vacated
Senate seat or take up arms against some other
sea of troubles when she leaves the White House.

Politicos up and down the Hudson pant at the
thought of a race between Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani, the consummate pragmatic problem solver,
versus Hillary, the idealistie, liberal Democrat who
is more associated with what might have been.

Hillary Clinton is of a transitional generation of
women. She is where she is because of her hus-
band, but she longs for a role of her own, which
she should have. She burst onthe national con-
sciousness by saying she was not some Tammy
Wynette character, standing by her man, but end-
ed up adored for being exactly that.

The co-presidency, the “two for the price of
one” that Hillary may have envisioned, was never
. on. There can pever be a co-presidency. Her stew-
ardship over héalth care reform was an unmitigat-
ed disaster — but she learned a great deal about

-politics and the art of the possible from that de-
feat. No one doubts that Hillary Clinton is razor-
smart, strikingly articulate, with a strong vision of
her own about where America ought to go — a vi-
sion that is a bit to the left of the one her husband
has put into practice.

To run in New York will not be easy. All the
old unanswered questions about the propriety of
the Rose Law Firm and cattle futures will be re-
gurgitated. In Gotham there will be questions
about her support for a Palestinian state. In addi-
tion, she has never before run for public office -
but then, Moynihan had little elective experience
and Robert Kennedy none before he ran for the
Senate in New York.

“Twould be an enterprise of great pith and mo-
ment, a run for the Senate, and a worthy challenge
to one who has, by necessity, had to hold her opin-
ions and her politics back. So, unlike our columnist
on the opposite page, we say it is an opportunity
for Hillary Clinton that may not come again, and
given the realities of politics, she should declare

¥her candidacy soon rather than los# the name of
action.
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White House in a New York state of mind

First lady talks
politics with senator;
president urges delay

By ELLEN GAMERMAN

SUN NATIONAL STAFF

WASHINGTON — Hillary
Rodham Clinton met yester-
day with Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan at the White
House to discuss a possible
Senate bid by the first lady, a
few hours before her husband
cautioned that the momen-
tum building around her po-
tential run for Moynihan’s
seat in 2000 may be “a little
premature.” -

* Intheir 80-minute meeting,
Moynihan, a New York Demo-
crat who will retire next year,
brought to the White House a
synopsis of his four Senate
races, including statistics re-

flecting the unpredictability of J

New York voters.

ABBOCIATED PRESS

Political godfather: Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan
spent 90 minutes with the
prospective candidate. -

But even as the first
and a top political adviser ex-
plore the idea of a Senate run
with campaign consultants
and national labor leaders,
President Clinton sounded a
utionary note yesterday.
T At a news conference,

Clinton pledged his support
for the first lady, “just as she’s
helped me for the last 20-plus
years.” But he warned
against stoking the campaign
fires too vigorously, too soon.

“I think some time needs
to be taken here,” Clinton
said. “I also think that even in
a presidential race, it's hard
to keep a kettle of water boil-
ing for almost two years. It’s a
little premature, and I would
like to see her take some
time, get some rest, listen to
people on both sides of the
argument and decide exactly
what you think is right to do.”

The first lady’s spokes-
woman, Marsha Berry, said
the meeting with Moynihan
was purely exploratory.

“She wants to talk to peo-
ple who have ideas and
thoughts about it, and cer-
tainly Moynihan is one of
them,” Berry said. “She is a
me cal person, and she

will §

First lady talks politics
with New York senator

[Senate, from Page 14)

look at all the different factors in .

making a decision like this.”

Moynihan, who won the largest
statewide victory in New York his-
tory in 1988 and is something of a
godfather in New York politics, is
an outspoken supporter of the
first lady. On NBC's “Meet the
Press” last Sunday, the four-term
senator said he hoped that she
would bring that “magnificent
young, bright, able Illinois/Arkan-
| sas enthusiasm to New York,
which probably could use a little.”

Hillary Clinton said this week
that she was giving “careful
thought” to the race and would
announce her decision later this
year. But New York Democrats
are urging her to decide by April so
that another candidate can get an
early start on fund raising should
she decide against running. Mayor
Rudolph W. Giuliani of New York
City is expected to run hard for the
seat for the Republicans and has
already started raising money.

On CNN's “Inside Politics” yes-
terday, Giuliani sounded eager for
a Senaterace against a first lady —
which would be a first in American
history.

“I think probably one of the
things that pitches you a little bit
more toward doing a thing like
this is it would be a great chal-
lenge,” Giuliani said. “You would
be creating new ground. This has

never happened before.”

As pressure rises on Hillary
Clinton to make a decision, Harold
Ickes, her political adviser and a
veteran of New York politics,
floated the idea of the first lady's
candidacy to several consultants
who have had success in that
state’s bruising campaigns.

David Doak, a media consult-
ant in David N. Dinkins' two New
York City mayoral races, said he
made clear to Ickes this week that
he would want to sign on should
the first lady run.

“I doubt there’s anybody more .

suited to that kind of rough-and-
tumble politics than her,” said
Doak, a campaign adviser with
Doak, Carrier & O’Donnell and a
friend of Hillary Clinton’s for more
than 20 years. Also, Doak said, the
first lady can attract the money
necessary in that state’s hugely
expensive campaigns.

“She brings an unbelievable
ability to raise financial backing,”
he said.

Ickes attended the AFL-CIO's
executive council meeting in Mi-
ami this week, talking with labor
leaders about the first lady’s pros-
pectsin a Senate campaign in New
York.

Next week, Hillary Clinton will
reportedly meet with several labor
leaders, including AFL-CIO Presi-
dent John Sweeney. She is also ex-
pected at several New York ap-
pearances in coming months and

tto [See Senate, 4a)

ABSBOCIATED PRESS

Decision to make: Hillary
Rodham Clinton is coming under
pressure Lo announce her political
intentions by April.

is planning to meet next week with
Sen. Robert G. Torricelli of New
Jersey, who heads the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee.

For now, the first lady's possi-
ble candidacy is the talk of New
York politics. Longtime New York
political consultants say that
should she decide not to run, Giu-
liani’s position will be even strong-
er for her having tested the idea
and then withdrawn.

“It's not going to be a cakewalk
if it’s Rudy Giuliant; it’s not going
to be an easy time — he is a very, -
very good candidate — he may be
abrasive, but he’s good,” said Da-
vid Garth, a veteran adviser who .
worked on Giuliani's first victori-
ous mayoral campaign. “Obvious-
ly, if she doesn't run, she’s helped
Rudy immensely — the obvious
reason being that he must have
driven her out.”
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WASIIING'I'ON D.C.
‘First lady, Moynihan discuss
running for his seat in Senate

stASHINGTON—First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton met with
,‘Sen Daniel Patrick Moynihan on Friday about whether she
_ should run for his New York Senate seat.

Afterward Moynihan said they discussed New York voting
.‘nggltems and demographics in Senate and presidential campaigns.
i ey're more complex than you might think,” said the senator,
-xwho thas said he won't seek a fifth term in 2000.

Moymhan said the numbers “look very good for her but New
“York!is a big demographic problem.” Asked if it were more likely
. now:that Clinton would run, he said, “She’s very much involved

' "in that decision.” He said he did not give her advice but said, “Of
. course I'd support her.”

“It's a listening meeting, an opportunity to explore thoughts,”
- said Marsha Berry, Clinton’s press secretary, before the meeting.

" - President Clinton said Friday that he will “be strongly support-
ive of whatever decision the first lady makes” and was encourag-
.ing Her to “take some time, get some rest, listen to people on both
sidgg of the argument.”

"“Hillary. Clinton has met previously with Moynihan’s wife,
Elizabeth, Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), Senate Democratic
campaign committee Chairman Sen. Robert Torricelli of New

Jersey;-and a few female senators, including Barbara Boxer (D--

., Calif). She is to meet next week with AFL-CIO President John
ﬁweeney ;



THE BOSTON GLOBE e SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1999

: Jonn ELus.

¢ is impossible to overstate the humiliation Hillary
*Rodham Clinton has endured this past year. No one
in her position has ever experienced anything quite
like it. There were days when simply maintaining
composure seemed to require every ounce of her will.

SSSUN| PR

Apd it never ends. Yesterday, her husband was credibly

of rape in The Wall Street Journal.

} So it should come as no surprise that when Mrs, Clin- ~ po.

ton looks north toward New York, she sees greener pas-
hxe&Whatbeganasadaydmamhasbecomeasermus
cansideration, holding out the promise ofanewmd per-
better life. And on a number of leve
New York iat.he ‘lace yqu:-go. (
else called home, *** #FETEAT. S
ShewouldbeafonnﬁnbleeandldatefortheUmted
SLtesSenate Sheismteﬂigent,d:saphned,

audtoughShesalaoalntofacrackpot,butNew

them Itis undemtood M}m have to l'ﬁ Bm:.gh” emd ule CIWS civie fOrﬂmmeWYgﬂ( lshvaf)le

unimpeded. Chat show experts say that this moment is
as high as her kite can fly, that the process, the press,
and the pressure of the campaign would gradually dimin-
ish her. Not necessarily. The fact is that any Democrat
with no primary opposition and $25 million in the bank
would be a 50-50 bet to win the Moynihan Senate seat. In
a two-way general election race, Hillary Clinton would
always be in the hunt, never out of it. In a three-way
race, she would be even more formidable. New York’s

‘demographics have shifted since the 1980s, as any GOP

llster will attest. It is again a Democratic state.
She would, however, face competent and compelling
opposmon in t.he_geneml elecuon. New York-C;ty’s May-

T

o

.‘r"

_n‘ =t ..\ G k1

Ii'qxi? can she shnd npﬁu‘ilia
tough‘questlons she villl face"

3udoii>h Gxuham “his doné. wﬁat;many t.hought was
Bb&i:le by sheer doggedness and “determination he -

Hl]lary’ S greatest hablhty as candidate is her husband

the New York State Thruway. The campaign would be
what professional golfers call a “grind.” And she would
be competing with an opponent at the top of his game.

But her real opponent would be her apparently cease-
less humiliation.

Yesterday’s story in The Wall Street Journal alleges
that in 1978, her husband raped a woman named Juanita
Broaddrick in a Litfle Rock hotel room.

According to sources at NBC News, where I used to
work, four contemporaneous witnesses and reams of sup-

. porting detail support Mrs. Broaddrick’s story. Lawyers

for President Clinton have to date refused a.l] comment

on these new allegations.- _
" “How much moreofthmmnMrs.Chnton etidure?

VWhatdoesshesaywhehsomehoﬂereporterﬁmndw

. New York Post asks her to explair her 0
ersentenéinglswsfor H@m&”m
emnphutyh:allthewvempsofherhusband’

. tal-activities? How can she champion women’s rights
whenherhusbandmwxdelybehgved(basedonmhstan-
tial and crédible evidence), tobeasexualpredxtér" Hy-:
pocnsyis‘pattandpareelofpohﬁcs. But hypocrisy. on
. this scale is untenable. Anid unlike norn “So
goodtoseeyou!"),ﬂuslnndofhypomsy s the soul.

to live there.
Itlscleanagam.ltissafeagmn.Wallnngdown
Mrs. Clinton has other assets. They include 100 gl oy O AR 5 Mrs.ClintonwﬂlﬁndsolacemNewYorklfahegoes
nt name recogmtwnandtheabihtytormseallthe v“‘ed??‘me“' one can actually, G'.‘.'.-‘..i-‘““am ﬂlere.ARertheimﬂalﬂun'yofmterest.noonewmboth
l.:;? g m i_t,andxtlsconsxdemble. SRR G erher,JustnnoonebothenedJaequehmeKennedyOn-

ey she could ever need in‘a 'matter of months. R o
In addition, she would have the executive branch of & y, Democrats win .statewide elections in_ assis, But she won't find solace there if she runs for the

the federal government at her beck and call. In addition - ~‘New York byfad“ng“l’hmmmmmo@h?-’ﬁemte.ﬁerhnmmauonwﬂlmnhnue unabated. Which is
toﬂmt,ﬂxeDemomhcnommahonwoddbehersthe/”ﬁngtbeﬁub‘ﬂb&mdhdmonfﬂrdwhfe“m why people who know her believe that, in the end, she
day she announced, which may be the most important Gnmﬂmmseﬁthﬂtfom“l&hemuldatleastbl'%k_,e,wmforgotherace.Onehopes,forhersakethatt.hey‘re
. asset of all. ik ‘Mgvgnmtheuty Asaresnlt,Mm.Glmtonwouldhgve,tq right, :
Itlsathousandtzmeseasxertowageacoherentgenf, spendmoetofherumemxts;deo!lhnhawln m;.ong 5 :
eralelectloncampalgmfonesmarchtot.heno ; ﬁ}Westchestei'.fmd theeounﬁeabisectedby JolmEllwuaGlobacolumnm
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Handicapping
Empire State’s
dream race

By Fred Kaplan
GLORE STAFF

. NEW YORK - You can hear it in the
?olce of every local politico and columnist
who brings up the subject - a tremble of
excitement, a wavelet of giddiness, the pal-
pable thrill that comes with the hope or
dx ead of witnessing history.

Hillary Rodham Clinton versus Rudolph

W Giulianj, for the title of US senator from
New York: The notion of such a fight, once
fhe puffery of daydreams, has suddenly tak-
Bn on the hard edge of possibility.
2 Polls, furthermore, show Mrs. Clinton
leading the mayor, 5142. But these are ear-
}y polls. Election Day 2000 is still 18 months
mway. The question that many are starting
fo contemplate - not least Giuliani and Clin-
ton, neither of whom has yet declared can-
(4

_The Clintons conferring yesterday dur-

ing a program on Social Security.

didacy - is what kind of campaign would be
involved and whether she would really win.
Some are skeptical of the flushed opti-
mism displayed by many Democrats, eager
to send one of their own to fill the seat of
their senior senator, Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han, who announced last fall he would not
HILLARY, Page A21
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Handicapping Empirz State’s dream race

B HILLARY
Continued from Page Al

run for another term.

Joseph Mercurio, a leading Re-
publican consultant, said yesterday:
“She could become the Geraldine
Ferraro of the next Senate race.”
Ferraro, the TV personality and for-
ner vice presidential candidate, was
‘hought to be a shoo-in when she en-
ered last fall's Senate race - and
‘hen lost the primary, to Charles E.
Schumer, by 25 points.

Mercurio predicted that, like
Ferraro, Mrs. Clinton could start out
‘very big in the polls, partly because
f fame. Then she’s fleshed out on
ssues; she has no set of accomplish-
ments you can point to, and so she
starts to slide.”

Maurice Carroll, head of the
Quinnipiac College Polling Institute,
which took the survey showing Mrs.
Clinton beating the mayor, said, “It’s
probably true” that her ratings now
are as high as they will get.

“Her negatives are plenty,” Car-
roll said. She will have to walk “a dif-
ficult tightrope” if her husband -
who would still be president during
the campaign - took a position un-
popular with many New Yorkers.
And there is her widely quoted
statement of favoring a Palestinian
state, which would alienate many
Jewish voters.

John Faso, a Republican state
assemblyman, said Mrs. Clinton’s
»wn bag of scandals will be fair game
- her involvement in Whitewater and
the suspiciously quick fortune she
mce made in trading cattle futures.

Finally, there is the carpetbag is-
sue. “Why should we elect someone
vho’s never lived in New York?”
Faso asked.

The New York Observer, a week-
y paper far friendlier to Mrs. Clin-
on, raised the same point in yester-
lay’s issue: “What does she know
ibout Utica and White Plains and
he F train?”

On the other hand, even her crit-
cs acknowledge that Mrs. Clinton
vould come to the race with many
itrengths.

Foremost is her fame and popu-
arity. President Clinton enjoys very
1igh ratings all over the state and
s wife seems, if anything, even
nore admired. Last fall, when she
:ampaigned for Schumer in his suc-
ressful race against the incumbent
epublican senator, Alfonse M. D’A-
nato, her speeches were big hits at
'orporate luncheons and union ral-
ies alike.

On Monday, Moynihan said
‘she’d be welcome and she’d win.”

She would have the strong sup-
sort of women, without - at least so
t seems in New York - alienating
nany men. The Quinnipiac Poll
shows her leading Giuliani among
soth genders.

She would have the overwhelm-

ing support of minorities, who nugh
turn out at the voting booths n
greater numbers than usual.

Some Democrats also reject te-
idea that Mrs. Clinton would be hut
by being from out of state. “Wht
did Bobby Kennedy know abat
New York?” former New York Mz-

_or Edward I. Koch asked rhetoricl-

ly. Kennedy won the state’s Sense
seat in 1964 without living hesz.
“That’s not an issue.”

Fmally, the polls show hr
creaming Giuliani in New York Ciy
- 64 to 31 - and at least doing wll

elsewhere, tying him upstate ad

trailing by 5 points in the suburbs;

Giuliani’s own popularity may &

heading south. A citywide Quinnipic
poll released yesterday shows te

mayor’s positive ratings declinig
from 60 percent last Novémber to4

percent last week. His negative rt-

ings, over the same period, hae '

gone from 33 percent to 47 percer.
Carroll speculated that the ma-

or's handling of the Amadou Dia

shooting — in which four policema
fired 41 bullets at an unarmed Afi
can immigrant in his own Brox
doorway — may be partly responsiHe
for the decline. But he added, “I’
not just Diallo. It's his whole fortres
attitude toward governing.”

John Podhoretz, the conservatiz
editorial-page editor of the Nw
York Post, said Tuesday night, afy
panel on mayoral politics sponsori
by The New Yorker magazine, tkt
Giuliani might not even run for Se-,
ate if Mrs. Clinton entered the rae.,
Asked why, he replied, “Becaus I
don’t see any way that she’ doea ‘
win - to my regret.” i

However, a Republican with &s
to the mayor said yesterday: “If -
lary runs, Rudy will be more inclied
to run. He will relish Hillary Clintn.
She’s unproven, she’s never run br.
office. Bring her on!”

The Republican, who spoke)n

‘condition of anonymity, said Giulini

would see the contest as a “pho-
sophical” battle, which he enjvs
confronting.

Also, the source said, “By bet-
ing her, he would be one of the led-
ing, if not one of the top twor
three, Republicans in the country

Another Republican, who aio
asked not to be identified, dismissd
this as “tough talk” and expresszd
doubts that the mayor would runn
any race that he had a serias
chance of losing.

The mayor, for some time, ks
been courting Texas Governr
George W. Bush, 'a leading prospet
for the Republican presidentl
nomination, and many have specuk-
ed he might prefer being his ve
president or a Cabinet officer. Ore
might prefer to wait until Georges.
Pataki gets tired of being New Yck
governor and run for that job. Orie
could even wait till 2005 - four yers
after his second and, by law; fial

consecutlve term as mayor expires.

‘By sitting out four: years, he could
‘run for mayor again.

‘Everyone, ofi whatever stripe,
agrees that if Giuliani runs and Mrs.
Clinton dees not, 'then Giuliani prob-
ably cannot be beat. Similarly, if

Mrs. Clinton runs and Giuliani does
not, then she probably cannot be
beat. This may be another reason
why the politically interested - eager
for drama, if nothmg else — are hop-

ing that both join up for what would
be a battle of titans.
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Why a Senate bid entices the first lady

m [t would give her a more professional
profile, but it could also reopen scandals.

By Linda Feldmann

Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

WASHINGTON - Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton (D) of New
York?

At first, the speculation began
as idle chatter. The New York De-
mocratic Party began blue-skying
about having the first lady run for
Senate. Then Sen. Robert Torri-
celli (D) of New Jersey, chairman
of the Senate's campaign com-
mittee, began talking it up. He's
told Mrs. Clinton (read: begged)
that he wants her on the ballot.

Then pollsters discovered that
Clinton would have a good shot at
winning the seat that's being va-
cated by Democratic Sen. Daniel

Patrick Moynihan. Early this
month,  Quinnipiac  College
Polling Institute in Hamden,

Conn., showed Clinton beating
New York Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani (R)., who's thinking of run-
ning, 51 percent to 42 percent.

Now Clinton has addressed
the matter: She's giving it “careful
thought,” she said in a statement
Tuesday, and will make her final
decision “later this year.”

The timing of her decision
could be a bit troublesome to New
York Democrats, and to other
possible Democratic candidates,
who want to get going now raising
money and preparing for a bruis-
ing battle.

But for Clinton, it's the deci-
sion of a lifetime. And it entails

very large pros and cons. On the
plus side, a run for the Senate al-
lows her to break loose and be-
come a serious political figure in
her own right, not just as the
spouse of the president. It also
allows her to move beyond the
humiliation of the Monica Lewin-
sky scandal.

“She’s very, very popular right
now, but it's not the image she
wants,” says political analyst Bill
Schneider. “She has the image of
a victim ... but she wants to be
seen as an independent profes-
sional woman who has her own
career.”

As a Senate candidate, she
would already have what most
political wannabes can only
dream of: universal name recog-
nition and awesome fund-raising
ability. If she won, she would
have a platform from which to
push her favorite policy issues,
such as helping children.

And as a member of the Sen-
ate, she would also be well posi-
tioned to run for president. The
current president opined early
this week that she'd be a “great”
senator.

Six more years

On the minus side, Clinton
would have to think long and
hard about signing up for six
more years in Washington after
her husband’s term expires.
She’s had a pretty bumpy ride

ANDY NELSON - STAFF

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton said
this week she is giving ‘careful thought’ to the idea of running for an
open Senate seat in New York. She said she'll decide later this year.

here and is leery of the press. If
anything, the New York press
corps is tougher than Washing-
ton's. All the old scandals would
come back - her role in Whitewa-
ter, the White House travel office
fiasco, the missing legal files — as
well as her husband's various
misadventures.

A big negative of life in the Sen- -

ate is that it would limit her abil-
ity to make money, an important
consideration in light of her and
her husband’'s enormous legal
bills (reportedly at more than $3
million and rising). Senators
make $136,700 a year and are

limited in their outside income.

As a footloose former first lady
not tied down to a day job, Clin-
ton would have the world at her
feet: She could give highly lucra-
tive speeches, serve on corporate
and charitable boards, travel the
world, and earn millions on her
Memoirs.

She would also be largely un-
available to help the Democrats
campaign around the country, as
the party tries to retake control of
the House and Senate and keep
the White House. If she were to
run, she'd have to spend most of
her time in New York until the

election in November 2000.

New York has lax residency
rules for officeholders, but New
Yorkers wouldn't tolerate a run
for the Senate in absentia, ana-
lysts say.

If Clinton were to win, she'd
be following in the footsteps of
two other illustrious last-minute
New Yorkers: Sen. Robert
Kennedy (D) in 1964 and Sen.
James Buckley (R) in 1970.

Timing isn’t everything

Some New York political ob-
servers pooh-pooh the idea that
Clinton has to announce soon if
she's going to run at all.

“It makes no sense for her to
declare now,” says Maureen Con-
nelly, a New York political con-
sultant who works for both par-
ties. “The usual reason you
declare early is to raise money.
Should she declare, she'd be
able to raise the funds in a snap.
All this does is give your oppo-
nents and detractors time to take
potshots at you.”

Of course, any delay in a deci-
sion not to run puts any other De-
mocratic candidates at a disad-
vantage. So far, of New York
Democrats, Rep. Nita Lowey has
made the most serious noises
about running,

But Ms. Connelly has little
sympathy for the New York state
Democratic Party. “She didn't
seek them out,” she says. “They
sought her out.”

M Alexandra Marks in New York
contributed to this story.
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By Morton M. Kondracke

A Woman Could
Be President —
In 2004, Not 2000

ith Elizabeth Dole on one presiden-
w tial ticket, Sen. Dianne Feinstein(D-
Calif.) on another and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton running for Senate, 2000 could
be another “Year of the Woman™ — big time.

Having seen men make total fools of them-
selves this year, Americans probably are more
willing than ever 10 see women at the top of
the political system.

And why not? Women have proved they
can run state and city governments, corpora-
tions and major federal agencies. Now that
the Cold War is over — and with memories
of the Monica Lewinsky scandal still fresh—
the traditional demand for testosterone in the
Oval Office is reduced.

Moreover, the issues now at the top of the
nation’s agenda — education, health care, re-
tirement security — are stereotypically more
“femininc” than in the past.

According toarecent poll by Celinda Lake,
76 percent of Americans say they could vote
forawoman for President and Dole has quick-
ly leapt into the first tier of Republican can-
didates.

Still, Dole is probably the frontrunner for
the GOP vice presidential nomination rather
than a serious contender for the top spot, part-
ly because she’s never held elective office be-
fore and partly because Republicans usually
don’t break new cultural ground.

But the GOP does hold its nominating con-

If women occupy the

No. 2 slots on both
tickets, the woman on

the losing side s likely to
be a bona fide presidential
contender in 2004.

vention first next year, so if Dole gets the No.
2 spot, Democrats would be under consider-
able pressure to match the GOP to avoid los-
ing their traditional advantage among women.

Feinstein also would improve Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore's chances of carrying California,
50 her selection would be a natural choice de-
spite their apparent difference of opinion
about the character strength of Gore's hero,
President Clinton.

If women occupy the No. 2 slots on both
tickets, the woman o the losing side'i¢'likely
to be a bona fide presidential contender in
2004.

If Gore loses, Hillary Clinton could be a
candidate for President whether or not she
runs in New York next year.

My hunch is, she won't want to run for the
Senate. She'll prefer to make millions per year
between 2001 and 2003 writing, speaking and
serving on corporate boards instead of being
a junior Senator at $136,700 and hounded by
New York tabloids.

If Gore is elected, she could even spend
more time making money, raising money and
trumping Eleanor Roosevelt as a political
force and then run in the 2008 primaries
against Feinstein.

Whatabout Gore's picking Mrs. Clinton in-
stead of Feinstein next year? You could see
the Democratic National Convention in 2000
going crazy for this, but it would freight poor
Gore with more baggage than he could pos-
sibly carry.

But, what about Dole? Why can’t she win
the GOP nomination? I think it’s cultural with
Republicans. They can’t stop being the pri-
mogeniture party. In the past, the rule was,
“The oldest male in line gets to be king."”

"e

Photo by Laura Patterson
Elizabeth Dole won’t win the GOP
nomination but she could grab the
No. 2 spot on the ticket.

This time, the two frontrunners aren’t that
old, but they have pedigrees — the lead can-
didate, Texas Gov. George W. Bush, is a son-
of, Dole is a wife-of. My guess is, son-of takes
precedence. Besides, he's a governor.

If Bush were to falter, my guess is the GOP
still wouldn't go for Dole this time simply be-
cause she’s a woman.

I'dlove to be proved wrong, but Dole her-
self would have to help the process along by
really fighting Bush and other males for the
nomination while bringing new female vot-
ers to the polls in primaries. Usually, GOP
primary voters are 52 to 54 percent male, ac-
cording to GOP pollster Linda DiVall.

Dole also has to confront an identity prob-
lem. Is she amoderate who'll attract pro-abor-
tion rights women in the primaries and the
general, or an anti-abortion religious conser-
vative?

Her initial speeches leave this in doubt, but
aides who worked for her husband in 1996 say
she's about as anti-abortion as he was —
“near-beer, not 100 proof.”

On religion, she’s devout, but the Doles un-
til 1995 were members of Foundry Methodist
Church, where the Clintons worship. They
quit after Pastor Philip Wogaman blasted the
GOP “Contract with America,” but Christian
conservatives ask, “What were they doing
there in the first place?”

In the Reagan White House, Dole argued
for preserving affirmative action. One of her
key campaign advisers, Kieran Mahoney, is
associated with the anti-right Republican
Leadership Council.

In her early campaign speeches, Dole re-
peatedly refers to herself as a Reagan conser-
vative and she advanced a few-specifics agen-
daof lower taxes, local control of schools and
a hard line against drugs.

Yet she also said, *Most Americans prefer
solutions to soundbites. This makes us natu-
rally suspicious of what I call either/or poli-
tics. Liberal versus conservative. Public
school versus private school. Us versus them.™

She says she believes in the free market,
but not at the expense of the environment or
cultural values. She wants the GOPto be “'in-
clusive.”

That's wonderfully moderate, sort of like
Bush’s “‘compassionate conservatism,” but
it’s likely to be fiercely attacked by right-
wingers and Dole is going to have to fight
back.

My guess is, America— and especially the
GOP— isn't ready for a female President un-
til she proves she's as tough as Margaret
Thatcher, Golda Meir or Indira Ghandi. Orun-
less she’s first served as Vice President.
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CAMPAIGNING
By Stuart Rothenberg,

In Running for Senate,
Mayor Giuliani May
Find His Job Is a Drag

he freazy over the much anticipated
Rudy Giuliani-Hillary Rodhain

Clinton Scnate contest, pitting the Re-
publican mayor of New York City against the
Democratic first lady. is obviously unprecc-
dented andprobably says moreabout the post-
Monica Lewinsky news environment than
anything else.

I really don’t know
whether Clinton will run,
but we'll all find out soon
enough. My word to the
wise on the race is this: It
could happen,but don’t bet
the farm on it.

On the GOP side. Giu-
liani. of cowse, would be the frontrunanes for
his party’s Senate nomination, assuming he
wants it. But he couldn’t count on a corona-
tion. Even if former Sen. Alfonse D’Amato
(R) decides against the race. Giuliani might
have a tougher time than you think with Rep.
Rick Lazio, who s an all-but-anmounced can-
didate for the GOP Senate nomination.

For in spite of all the hype about Giuliani,
the popular mayor could face the old “New
York City problem.” You see, his job has be-
comeone of thedcadest of dead ends in Amer-
ican politics. Put another way, more Hemp-
stead town supervisors thanmayors of the Big
Apple have been elected to the Senate since
the Great Depression.

#2d Koch couldn't win a 1982 Democratic
primary for governor against Mario Cuomo,
even though the mayor began with a huge
lead. John Lindsay. who served as a Repub-

Photo by Maureen Keating

Long Island Rep. Rick Lazio (above) could be a tough primary opponent for Giuliani.

lican mayor, sought the Democratic Senate
nomination but never won another election
after he won the mayor's office. Then-Mayor
Robert Wagner was the Democrats’ Senate
nominee in 1956 but lost to Republican Ja-
cob Javits. And others — including Abe
Beame (D), David Dinkins (D) and even
Jimmy Walker(D) and Fiorello LaGuardla
(R) — also dead-ended at City Hall.

The situation facing any Republican may-
or is particularly staggering. Just look at the
numbers. Any idea what percentage of New
York Republicansliveinside New York City's
fiveboroughs? Howdoes 17.6 percent scund?
(That percentage is based on numbers report-
ed by the New York State Board of Elections

-
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Just 548,000 Republicans reside in Man-
hattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Stat-
en Island, while a little more than two million
Republicans reside elsewhere in the state. The
largest concentrations of New York Republi-
cans are in Nassau County (about 379.000)
and Suffolk County (333.000), part of which
is represented by Lazio.

In other words. there are many more Re-
publicans on Long Island than in Giuliani's
city. Another 160,000 Republicans live in
Westchester County, to the north of the city.

Andthatdocsn 't even include upstate. The
total number of registered Republicans in just
five upstate countics — Erie (which is cen-
tered in Buffalo). Monroc (Rochester),
Onondaga (Syracuse), Saratoga (Saratoga
Springs) and Oneida(Rome and Utica) —ex-
ceeds the number of registered Republicans
in all of New York City.

Upstate New Yorkers traditionally have
held an unflauering view of New York City,
and many of the people who live in Long Is-
land and Westchester moved out of one of the
five boroughs because of concems about ed-
ucation,safety and other quality of life issucs.
Giuliani would have to overcome the resis-
tance of some of those Republicans to voting
for a New York City candidate.

Lazio, the Suffolk County Congressman, has
about $2 million in the bank for his Senate bid,
and he has begun spending plenty of time up-
state. It’s hard to believe he would actually en-
ter the race if D' Amato (who also comes from
Long Island) runs, but, in any casc, it appears
very likely that if Giuliani runs. he will face a
Long Island candidate for the nomination.

Giuliani, of course, is much better posi-
tioned to move to higher office than other
mayors have been. That's because he has re-
vamped New York City 's reputation, cleaning
up Times Square and taking steps to lower
crime. So. unlike previous politically ambi-
tious mayors, Giuliani has carmed a reputation
as someone who succeeded intamingthe New
York City beast and making the city work.
That should make him much more accepiable
to Republicans outside the five boroughs.

Giuliani shouldn’t have any trouble raising
money, and there is a star quality to him that
many other mayors haven't had. Moreover,
he looks like the closest thing the GOP has to
a winner, a not insignificant consideration
given the stakes.

Lazio would need to raise millions more
thanhecurrentlyhas, and that would beachal-
lenge. especially against the mayor. In addi-
tion, almost no one outside of his Congres-
sional district knows who Lazio is — the flip
side of his geographical advantage.

But a Giuliani-Lazio primary race would
have some interesting elements. Both Re-
publicans are moderates (Lazio, forexample,
voted against repealing the assault weapons

ban, against conservative changes to the
Clean Water Act and for an increase in the
minimum wage), but, unlike Lazio, Giuliani
endorsed Cuomo for govemor in 1994
against Republican nomince (and now Gov.)
George Pataki.

Not surprisingly, Giuliani has had cool re-
lations with Pataki for months and probably
can count on the govermor quictly helping
Lazio (or D' Amato).

As for Clinton, while she has tinaily indi-
cated that she is considering the race, I have
no idea how serious she is. I think she would
be formidable if she runs, if only because of
the money she could raise, but don't get ready
to crown her just yet, cither.

I've seen so many celebrities mentioned as
statewide candidates in the past that  have an
uncompromising policy of skepticism. Basi-
cally, I'll believe it when [ see it. Not before.

Over the years, I've heard that Burt
Reynolds was going to run in Florida, Alec
Baldwin in New York, Robert Redford in
Utah, basketball star Charles Barkley and
former Green Bay Packers quarterback Bart
Starr in Alabama and fooiball stars Brent
Jomes in Califomia and John Elway in Col-
orado. None of them ran.

Some “celebrities,” of course, have taken an
electoral fling without paying their political
dues. Nancy Kulp (D). from “The Beverly
Hillbillies,” ran unsuccessfully for Congress,
while basketball star Bill Bradley (D) won a
Senatc scatinNew Jerseyand *“The Love Boat™
star Fred Grandy (R) won a House seat in
lowa. Bobby Kennedy (D) looks likethe mod-
el for the first lady’s possible bid.

Since the Great
Depression, more
Hempstead town
supervisors than mayors
of New York have been
elected to the Senate.

Bascball star and now-Sen. Jim Bunning
(R-Ky.). in contrast, was a city councilman
and state Senator before he ran for Congress,
and the late Rep. Sonny Bono (R-Calif.) was
amayor as well as an ententainer. John Glenn
(D) was clected to the Scnate without holding
lower office, but he lost his lirst statewide
primary (to Howard Metzenbaurn in 1970).

Remember one final point about a Hillary
Clinton Senate candidacy. The first lady's
numbers in New York now are about as good
as they are ever going 10 be. She has no place
to go but down.

Theonly reason [ can see for Clinton cunning
for hESenate wouldBeMcredential herselffor
apresidential bid. Otherwisc, a Senate nindocs-
n’tmake a kot of sense. Then again, if the White
House wanted to get people o forget Monica
and start talking about sumcthing clse, the
Hillary for Senate buzz would fit the bill. And
maybe that’s all that matsers at the maoment.

i In Con: |
Even The Flies
On the Wall
Read Roll Call.
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Talk of the Town

N.Y. Democrats
Urge First Lady To
Make Decision Soon

By Rachel Van Dongen
and Alexander Bolton

Democratic Members of the New York
Housedelegationare eagerto see Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton be their standard bearer in the
2000 Senate race, and they think she would
easily prevail over New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani (R) in a general election.

“I think she'll whoop the pants off him,”
pronounced freshman Rep. Gregory Meeks.

Said Rep. Anthony Weiner, a former New
York City councilman who often butted
heads with the mayor, “I think Rudy
doesn’t run if Hillary Rodham Clinton runs.
He’s a smart politician and wouldn’t be in-
terested in running a losing campaign.”

*She would beat him like a rented mule,”
Weiner predicted.

“I have three words. It’s ‘Run, Hillary,
run.’ I think it would be fantastic,” enthused
Rep. Eliot Engel. “I think she’s a winner and
I think that she would be an important step
in the Democrats taking back the Senate in
2000.”

AP Photo
First lady Hillary Clinton said she was “‘grat-
ified” by speculation about a Senate bid.

“Let me put it this way: Because of her
popularity in New York state, [Democratic
Sen.] Chuck Schumer got elected,” agreed
Rep. Nydia Veldzquez, referring to the first
lady’s efforts on behalf of then-Rep.
Schumer in the 1998 campaign. “Knowing
how much people admire and respect her in
New York, and knowing how knowledge-
able she is on the many issues important to
us, she will be a perfect candidate.”

Despite their heady talk, however, inter-
views with several New York House Mem-
bers revealed that while they think the first
lady is the best possible candidate to replace
retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D),
many are skeptical about whether she will
ultimately enter the race.

“I think that she would be a great candi-
date for Democrats. She would bring a lot
of instant credibility to the table for New
York state, even as a junior Senator,”” Meeks
said. But as to whether the first lady will ac-
tually enter the contest, Meeks admitted,
“My real gut is no.”

“She would just be a great candidate and
she would revitalize, if anything, the party
in New York. She would just give us a boost
that would be incredible,” said Rep. Jose
Serrano. But asked whether he thought she
would run, Serrano replied, “My guess is as
good as yours.”

The first lady stoked the firestorm of

Continued on page 12
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New York Members: First Lady’s Got the Right Stuff

Democrats Confident Hillary Clinton Can Beat Giuliani, But Worry About Timetable for Decision

I think Rudy doesn’t run
if Hillary Rodham Clinton
runs. He's a smart
politician and wouldn't be
interested in running a
losing campaign. She
would beat him like a
rented mule.’

Continued from page 9

speculation about a possible Senate bid this
week by confirming, for the first time, in a
short statement that she was indeed weighing
whether a run for elected office was plausi-
ble.

“T am deeply gratified by the large number
of people who have encouraged me to con-
sider running for the U.S. Senate seat being
vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan,”
read the statement.

“Until now, I have not been able to do so,
but I will give careful thought o a potential
candidacy in order to reach a decision later
this year."

“I'm more hopeful now than I was a month
ago. We thought that it was a long shot at best.
Now it’s certainly something that she's con-
sidering. She’s never said, ‘Oh no, don’t be
silly,”" Engel said.

Butindications that Clinton might not make
a decision until “later this year” set off alarm
bells among some state Democrats. Led by
Rep. Charlie Rangel, Democrats have been
busy putting together a package that, in
Rangel’s words, the first lady “can’t refuse,”
including the promise of no primary and sol-
id labor and business support.

But Democrats are becoming increasingly
worried that a late decision by the first lady
will paralyze their party, making it harder for

‘Let me put it this way:
Because of her popularity
in New York state, Chuck
Schumer got elected.”

Rep. Nydia Velazquez

‘I think she’ll whoop the
pants off him.”
Rep. Gregory Meeks

Photo y Rebecca Roth
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other candidates to raise the
necessary money and garner
support foratoughrace. Rep. Nita
Lowey is the only other prominent
Democrat expressing interest in the
contest, but has made it clear she will with-
draw if Clinton runs.

“|The first lady is] keeping her own coun-
sel right now,” said Rep. Mike McNulty.
*Frankly, the situation in New York is that the
field is frozen until she makes up her mind.

If she decides not to run, a real possibility,
a probability, it is better for her to make the
decision soon.”

“If she runs, I think all the Democrats will
say ‘Hallelujah.” he added.

Said Engel, “I would hope that she would
make the decision by the spring, by April."”

House Members argued that Clinton's as-
tronomical popularity in New York, her de-
meanor throughout the impeachment process
and her ability to rally Democrats would far
outweigh any negatives in a Senate race.

“She certainly has grace under pressure,”
said Rep. Jerrold Nadler, who pointed out
there have been unconfirmed reports the first
lady is looking for an apartment in his district.
“It would be lovely," he said.

Nadler, a member of the House Judiciary
Committee that wrangled over impeachment,
said the first lady could only benefit from the

d:

presidential scandal, evenif herhusband’s im-
age suffered.

“If the charges were that he had plotted
with the army to overthrow Congress, that
baggage would go to anyone associated with
him,” he said. “But the charges are that he
engaged in a surreptitious sexual affair and
covered it up. The one person who doesn’t
carry any of that baggage is his wife. No one
blames the wife if the husband dallied on the
side.”

“q think the way she comported herself dur-
ing the whole impeachment issue and before-
hand speaks very well of her character and her
fortitude, and people are very impressed.”

But the first lady has been involved in her
own share of scandals, including investiga-
tions into both Whitewater and Travelgate.
She could also be vulnerable to attacks that

‘I have three words. It's

Photo by Christopher Martin

she is a carpetbagger, and for being too liber-
al, especially for voters upstate.

“You might have some people who would
like very much to run against her the same
way they've been running against the Presi-
dent for the last six years. But on the other
hand, there are positives,” Serrano said.

“I think that both of them have been under
quite a bit of attack because people just didn’t
want the issues that they are discussing to be
discussed,” he added. *“Those folks would be
on her case, but the majority” would support
her.

“New York numbers were almost ridicu-
lous in support of the President [and] against
impeachment. I think people would sort of
want to vindicate all of us by electing her”

Engel contended that attacks on the first
lady would only backfire.

“Ithink people are fed up with scandals and
the attacks against the Clintons,” he said. “I
think Hillary would be welcomed with open
The House Members surveyed all thought
that Giuliani, who has clearly been eyeing a
Senate bid when his second term as mayor ex-
pires in 2000, will think twice before chal-
lenging the first lady.

“Yeah, he’ll run. He'll
run out of the race,”
Mceks quipped. “He

o 1 4. may very well back out,
R.un,. Hillary, run.” I N
think it would be fantastic. B e eat Fillay.

. . ’ . “I think he will think
g thz.nk she’s a winner and tviceand she willdefea
I* [ think that she would be ~ him"  predicted

i . 3 Veldzquez.
. an important step in the But the notoriously
: combative Giuliani has
! Democrats 'taklng b,ﬂCk issued a number of
the Senate in 2000. strongly worded state-

ments in recent days, in-
dicating a race with the
first lady might be too
enticing (o pass up.

“It would be tough to
say no” toarace with the
first lady, said Giuliani
communications direc-
tor Cristyne Lategano in
a statement. “Mrs. Clin-
ton would be the num-
ber-one unifier of Re-
publicans statewide and
nationally.”

Samantha Lugo, the
mayor’s deputy press
secretary, said it would
be “premature” to re-
spond to comments
about a non-existent
campaign.

“It's a hypothetical
race at this point, so it
wouldn't be fair to qual-
ify these things at this point. It would be ad-
vantageous for both sides to wait until some-
thing more concrete comes up.”

But even Democrats acknowledge that the
mayor would be a formidable candidate.

“I think that Hillary is the ohe person whe
would probably start off as the favorite against
him,” Engel said. “I think anybody else would
probably start off as the underdog.”

He added, “We don’t know if [Giuliani]
getsachallenge that he would necessarily win
a primary. A compelling case [against Giu-
liani] can be made even for people in New
York City. If they like the job he did as may-
or, in Washington, he would be a Republican
Senator who would vote for [Majority
Leader] Trent Lott's [R-Miss.] right-wing.
anti-New York [policies].”

“Nothing is guaranteed in life. But 1 think
theoverwhelming likelihood is that she would
win,” Nadler observed.

Rep. Eliot Engel
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First lady
leaves open
Senate door

Clinton takes positive step
by not saying ‘no’ outright

By Lisa Anderson

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

NEW YORK—Creating the most delicious
political anticipation here since former
Gov. Mario Cuomo dithered over a run for
the White House, Hillary Rodham Clinton
has Democrats drooling and Republicans
reeling over the question: Will she run for
the U.S. Senate from New York?

As rumors reached a frenzy Tuesday, the
first lady addressed the issue in a two-sen-
tence statement, say-
ing she would give
“careful thought” to
making ‘a bid for the
seat to be vacated by
retiring Democratic
Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan in 2000.

Promising to an-
nounce a decision
this year, she said
she was gratified by
“the large r;iumber of

— —— —— people who have

Hillary Rodham encouraged me to
Clinton again spurs consider running.”

speculation. It wasn’t much, but

it was more than

enough to keep the campaign fires burning.

Whether they see her as a carpetbagging
outsider or an avenging crusader who can
hold Moynihan’s seat against New York
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, the probable
GOP candidate, everyone seems to have
something to say about it.

President Clinton himself fanned the
speculative sparks Monday during his visit
to Mexico, His wife, he said, would make a
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. First lady looking beyond White House

Amid rising speculation, a poll mdlcates New York voters would .
favor Mrs. Clinton over Mayor Rudolph Gluham for the U.S. Senate in 2000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“terrific” senator, but the decision
to run is up to her.

In an effort to persuade her, U.S.
Rep. Charles Rangel, a veteran
Manhattan Democrat, dangled the
assurance that Mrs. Clinton’s can-

. didacy would be unopposed in a
\Democratic primary. And should
she run in 2000, Moynihan himself
predicted, “She’d win.”

Not so fast, cautioned former
Democratic Mayor Ed Koch.

“I think she would win, but she

should understand it’s not a cake-

walk, that Giuliani and the Repub-
licans will use every loathsome
opportunity to throw mud at her,”
said Koch, echoing the concerns of
many of Mrs. Clinton’s friends and
supporters.

David Axelrod, a longtime Dem-
ocratic consultant from Chicago, is
one of them. “From the standpoint
of New York Democrats, she's a
splendid candidate. ... As some-
one who really likes and admires
and knows her, I hope she will not
do it,” he said. “Do you want to
put yourself through the mixmas-
ter of New York politics with the
ultimate attack dog on the other
side? I don’t think that is an ele-
vating experience.”

Axelrod said he thought she
would win, “because I see her on a
different level than Giuliani. It
would be like a match between a
champion and a club fighter. But

club fighters also hit below the belt
and you have to be prepared for
bruises.”

New Yorkers are duly mesmer-
ized—and divided—over the pros-
pect of the political equivalent of
Clash of the Titans, an almost inev-
itably bare-knuckled battle between
the charismatic, liberal, out-of-
stater Mrs. Clinton, and the pugna-
cious, starchily conservative, home-
grown Giuliani, the man who
tamed New York City.

“T think she would be the perfect
person to replace Mr. Moynihan
because she’s a lady, she has cha-
risma and I admire her,” said
Jorge Delgado, a taxi driver. “She
can count on my vote.”

Not so for Joe Russo, a dry
cleaner. ‘Td vote for Rudy, because
he’s from here and I like the job
he’s doing. I'd like to have some-
body right here, from the state
itself. They seem to know more
about what’s going on around
hm“

If Mrs. Clinton does enter the
race, it would be the first time a
current first lady has run for elec-
tive office, but it hardly would be
the first time an out-of-stater has
made a bid for a U.S. Senate seat
in New York.

Most notable was former U. S
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy, who

moved from Washington, D.C, and
~blg. highly ‘visible and accommo-

barely had his bags unpacked in
New York when he was elected to

the Senate in 1964. In 1970 Republi-

James. Buckley, a recent trans-
plant from Connecticut, was elected
to the seat vacated by Kennedy,
who was assassinated while run-
ning for president in 1968.

Like Kennedy's candidacy, Mrs.
Clinton’s would come at a time
when New York Democrats desper-
ately need it. The party’'s most

- likely other contender for Moyni-

han’s seat is Rep. Nita Lowey, who

“ has represented the Westchester

County suburbs since 1988 but reg-
isters virtually no name recogni-
tion in the state.

Speculation also has risen that

"Mrs. Clinton, a native of Park

Ridge, 1L, might make a run for
the U.S. Senate in Ilinois in 2004,

- when Republican Peter Fitzgerald's

seat comes ‘up: Axelrod favors that
idea. /.

~ “With all due respect to Illinois,
a Senate seat from New York is a
hotter. political ticket than a Senate

* seat from Illinois,” said Jay Sev-

erin, a GOP consultant.
Particularly if you are, as Bobby

.Kennedy was, looking for yet

higher office. “This is a stepping
stone to the presidency. I have

.absoliitely no doubt that this is in

her mind,” said Severin, who con-

“siders. Mrs. Cunton “Coun Powell
'in a skirt” !

- No question that New York is a
dating stage:' It has no residency

requirement beyond an address in
the state by Election Day. Even a
hotel suite will do, though Mrs.
Clinton might raise awkward ques-
tions by moving out of the White
House before her- husband does,

While the carpetbagger tag may
rankle some voters, for others,
many of them newcomers them-
selves, it matters little. “She doesn’t
need to be from New York,” said
Delgado, an immigrant. ‘‘She
knows very well the New York
people and she understands our
needs.”

Moreover, as Delgado potnted
out, Giuliani may' be popular, but
he has alienated a significant num-
ber of New York City residents,
ranging from taxi drivers and
street peddlers to many in the
minority community.:

_ Mrs. Clinton is well known,
respected and popular in the state.
Her many visits were credited with
helping Dembcrat Charles Schumer
defeat longtime GOP Sen. Alfonse
D’Amato last November. Sharing
her husband's strength with minor-
ity voters, her greatest challenge
may be reaching out to Jewish vot-
ers, some of ‘whom were offended
by her stated support for a Pales-
tinian state.

Nonetheless, early opinion “polls
generally have been encouraging
for her. In the most recent Marist
poll, released Jan. 26, Mrs. Clinton
beat Giuliani handily, 53 percent to

42 percent, among all registered
voters. She did particularly well in
New York City, upstate New York
and among women voters. Her
softest spot seemed to be among
suburban voters.

Although Republicans hold the
statehouse, Democrats hold a siz-
able advantage in registered voters.
President Clinton carried the state
overwhelmingly in 1992 and 1996.

Said Mitchell Moss, director of
New York University’'s Urban
Research Center: “There are three
things you should know: Hillary
Clinton has enormous appeal
because New York has never
elected a woman to a statewide
office except as lieutenant gover-
nor. She’d get the women'’s vote.
Secondly, she would have no diffi-
culty raising money, because she
could draw upon a national pool
of donors. And in a presidential
year, the Democratic turnout is
usually higher here by at least a
million votes. That would also be
to her advantage.”

But as Axelrod said, there
remain two threshold questions
the first lady must answer: “Does
she want to go the electoral route
and, if she does, when and where
is it best to pursue it? Is New
York the right place and is 2000
the right time?”

the Senate
in New York

If First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton were to run for U.S. .
senator from New York, she would
have to fulfill these constitutional
requirements:

B; Be 30 years of age.

B Be a U.S. citizen for 9 years.

B Live in the state where she
is running.

The New York Board of Elections
interprets the residency require-
ment as living in the state for any
period of time—even just one

. S
L)

* day—up to the day of the election.

The state process

M) Mrs. Clinton must be
nominated by her party or collect
15,000 signatures from registered
Democrats. To be nominated,
state Democratic Party rules say a
candidate must receive 25 percent
of delegates’ votes at the party
convention in May 2000.

M, If a Democratic opponent
emerges, a primary election is
held in September. The winner
goes on the November ballot.

State voters
Number of registered New York
voters by party as of 1998:

Democrat -

4,997,773 ! (46.5%)

TR s B B

. Republican

; 1(29.0%)

. Unaffiliated
2364,121(20.1%)
Other parties

7]464,062 (4.3%)

‘Note: Because of rounding, percentages
do not total 100

The strength of the
Clinton-Gore ticket in 1996

B, Won 52 out of 62 New York
counties.

M, Won 60 percent of the overall

unte in the ctate
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Clinton
ponders
\Y. face

She promises to give
‘careful thought’ to bid .

“for Moynihan’s seat
Would be Ist race for office

By JONATHAN WEISMAN
8S8UN NATIONAL BTAFF

WASHINGTON — Hillary
Rodham Clinton sent specu-
lation about her bid for the
Senate into overdrive yester-
day with a formal acknowl-
edgment that she would give
“careful thought” to pursuing
the New York seat being va-
cated next year by Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

President Clinton stoked
the issue Monday when he
told reporters in Mexico that
his wife would make a “great”
senator.

The first lady took her cue
yesterday, releasing a three-
sentence statement that she
was “deeply gratified by the
large number of people who
have encouraged me to con-

sider running for the U.S.

Senate.”
, She added, “I will give
I careful thought to a potential
| candidacy in order to reach a
decision later this year.”
. . The Democratic nomina-
" tion appears to be hers for
the taking. Empire State De-
mocrats vying to succeed
: Moynihan, a Democrat first
| elected in 1976, have all but
said they would step aside to
give the first lady a clear path
to the nomination. After that,
she almost certainly would
face a difficult race against a
well-financed Republican,
possibly New York Mayor
Rudolph W. Giuliani.

But Democrats are clearly
enlivened by the prospect of
snagging a candidate of the
stature of the first lady. The
idea of a Clinton run was
floated last month by New

But Democrats are clearly
enlivened by the prospect of
snagging a candidate of the
stature of the first lady. The
idea of a Clinton run was
floated last month by New
Jersey Sen. Robert G. Torri-
celli, chairman of the Democ-
ratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee and a strong Clin-
ton supporter, who reiterated
his backing for her yesterday.

The offhand suggestion
quickly took hold. Rep.
Charles B. Rangel, an influen-
tial New York Democrat,
started a recruitment push,
and Moynihan on Sunday
spoke of her “magnificent,
young, bright, able Illinois-
Arkansas enthusiasm.”

“It would [See Clinlon, 4a]
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First lady vows to give
‘careful thought” to bid

Clinton, from Page 14)

-ertainly be a thrilling experience,
nd we are all hoping she will de-
ide this is a very good choice for
ier,” said Judith Hope, the New
'ork state Democratic Party
‘hairwoman.

But the first lady faces any
iumber of challenges that could
eep her from the race. She has
iever held elective office, and New
'ork would be a brutal place to

start her career in electoral poli-
ties. The tabloid press appears to
be salivating at the prospect of a
Clinton-Giuliani race, just two
years after the bloody campaign of
1998, in which Democratic Rep.
Charles E. Schumer fought tooth
and nail with Sen. Alfonse M. D’A-
mato and ultimately defeated the
famed “Senator Pothole.”

New York newspapers are gear-
ing up to sift through all the scan-
dals of the Clinton presidency that
touched the first lady, including
the Whitewater land deal, the fir-
ings in the White House travel of-
fice and the FBI personnel flles
controversy.

“No more ... softball interviews.
She can expect to get the rough-
and-tumble treatment that every
other candidate does,” promised
the New York Post in an editorial
yesterday. “When she drops a
prickly pear, like suggesting a Pal-
estinian state, she won’t be able to
hide in the White House while oth-
ers haul out the damage-control
team.”

She will almost certainly be
painted as a carpetbagger with no
real ties to a state that has fa-
mously looked after its own inter-
ests. Moynihan’s seat is no
stranger to outsiders, however. It
was once held by Robert F. Kenne-
dy of Massachusetts and Connect-
icut’s James Buckley.

“Over 50 percent of New York-
ers were born someplace else. We
are the melting pot,” Hope in-
sisted. “We pride ourselves for wel-
coming people of talent who are
willing to work hard.”

Moreover, the Clintons face
daunting financial challenges.
Next week, the president’s legal
trust is expected to disclose the
magnitude of the family’s legal
debts, which are likely to be in the
millions of dollars. And Hillary
Clinton has long been the family’s
main breadwinner.

“The rumor is that she is really
and truly tempted [to run] but
that she realizes it would be a cra-
zy thing to do,” said a Democratic
pollster, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. “The Clintons are
just about the poorest people in
America, outside some majorly
leveraged real estate developers.”

And it is not clear whether the
first lady would want the job, once
she seriously considered what it
entails. After the cloistered world
of the White House, she would find
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Speculatibn: Hillary Rodham Clinton prepares to announce a relief
program for hurricane victims in Central America and theCaribbean.

herself a junior senator, probably
in the minority party, attending
tedious committee meetings, con-
fronting a press corps with far
‘more access to her, and dealing
with the mundane tasks of fund
raising and constituent service.

“I think she would find it frus-
trating,” said a longtime friend.
“She has many other opportuni-
ties to be effective in a way that
gives her more flexibility. A cham-
ber runs on its own schedule. She
has many other things she can do
outside that arena, given her com-
mand over her own life and sched-
ule.”

The friend said Clinton current-
ly enjoys a kind of power not found
inthe Senate.

“You have that bully pulpit
which commands attention,” the
friend said. “You have to like the
legislature and all the compro-
mises and coalition-building —
and a part of her does. But anoth-
er part of her had experience in
the executive branch, where
you're more in charge.”

. For now, at least, the first lady
is being greeted only by hosannas
from the Democratic Party. Dem-
ocrats such as Rep. Nita M. Lowey
have been waiting for years for
Moynihan’s retirement and an op-
portunity to run. In the past
month, Lowey has visited Syra-
cuse, Newburgh, Albany and Buf-
falo.

Yet her chief of staff, Howard
Wolfson, said Lowey would gladly
step aside if Clinton decided to
run.

“If she runs, [Lowey] will sup-
port her enthusiastically,” Wolf-
son said. )

The first lady may be pleading
for time to make her decision, but
she does not have long. Democrat-
ic hopefuls have been practically
frozen in their tracks by the specu-
lation about her run, not wanting
to raise and spend campaign cash
if they will have to step aside.
Meanwhile, Republicans are run-
ning hard.

Still, the first lady appears to be
enjoying the attention and is
playing it for all it’s worth.

Yesterday, a platoon of report:
ers showed up to hear her an
nounce a $956 million relief pack:
age for Central American anc
Caribbean nations clobbered last
year by Hurricanes Mitch and
Georges — an event they probably
would not have covered normally.

When the event ended, a re-
porter shouted out the question
that most of the journalists came
to ask: When will you make your
decision about the Senate bid?

She simply smiled and waved
assheleft the stage.

The quéstion was, after all, a
welcome respite from the Monica
Lewinsky-related issues that have
dogged the first lady for more than
ayear.

“People should respect the im-
portant professional decision Hil-
lary ‘Rodham Clinton has to
make,” Torricelli cautioned.

* “T hope her friends will give her
advice and encouragement, but I
also hope they will give her consid-
eration and time.”

~ Sun staff writer Ellen Gamer-
man contributed to this article.
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Another Democrat Takes A Pass On
N.Y. Senate Race

M ADD ANOTHER leading New York De-
mocrat to the list of those who have
decided against seeking the seat of
retiring Democratic Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan next year.

New York Assembly Majority
Leader Michael Bragman late Mon-
day issued a statement announcing
he will not run — saying he wants
to spend time with his children and
continue work on state issues.

Bragman, a Democrat from up-
state Syracuse, said he thought the
race would be within his reach
“from an organizational and finan-
cial standpoint.”

But he added: “... This discus-
sion comes at a time when [GOP
Gov. George Pataki] has released an
executive budget that would be dev-
astating to working families across
New York state. | believe there is
much more that can be accom-
plished in the weeks and months
ahead. All of that would have to be
put off during a Senate campaign.”

Bragman joins a lengthy list of
prominent Democrats who have
bowed out of the race — including
HUD Secretary Cuomo, state Comp-
troller H. Carl McCall and environ-
mental lawyer Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

The recent buzz in the race has
centered on whether First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton might en-
ter. Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., and
New York City Public Advocate
Mark Green — who lost last year's
Democratic primary to now-Sen.
Charles Schumer — are also eyeing
the contest.

On the Republican side, New
York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
is considered the frontrunner
should he decide to enter the race.

Reps. Rick Lazio and Peter
King are also interested, and for-
mer Sen. Alfonse D’Amato — de-
feated in November by Schumer in

a bid for a fourth term — has not
ruled out running.

Poll: Congress Should Pay More
Attention To Public’s Views

M IN A SENTIMENT that extends be-
yond the impeachment debate, the
American public thinks Congress
should pay more attention to its
views when making decisions, ac-
cording to a poll released Tuesday
by the Center on Policy Attitudes.

“Elected officials who assert
that the public has given them a
mandate to do what they think is
right are, to put it bluntly, wrong,”
said COPA Director Steven Kull.

The poll, which questioned
1,204 respondents from Jan. 26-31,
has a 3 point error margin; it found
84 percent of those interviewed felt
the public should have more influ-
ence on Congress, while 4 percent
said the public should have less
and 8 percent preferred no change.

Kull said 68 percent thought
public opinion is generally more
important than House members’
views, while 25 percent said mem-
bers’ opinions count more.

“This view is not simply due to
the effect of the impeachment de-
bate. When Time [and] CNN asked
this same question in February
1993, the exact same number said
the voters should take prece-
dence,” he said.

Kull said it is not particular roll
call votes that engender public dis-
satisfaction, but a feeling that spe-
cial interests drive federal decision
making.

Isakson Outraises Opponents

By Tenfold

M GEORGIA BoARD of Education
Chairman Johnny Isakson, a Re-
publican running to succeed
House Speaker Gingrich, claims to
have $1.5 million in campaign
funds and expects to spend at least

$470,000 on television, cable, radio
and direct mail ads before the Feb.
23 special election, the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution reported.

Of the seven other candidates,
only one has raised a tenth as
much as Isakson — former House
historian Christina Jeffrey, also run-
ning as a Republican.

The Jeffrey campaign claims to
have raised $200,000, some of it
through appeals to pro-gun groups.

Isakson, a former state senator,
already has television spots run-
ning, depicting him as a pro-busi-
ness supporter of education who
also supports a 10 percent tax cut.

Jeffrey campaign manager Tom
Campbell said the campaign may
start airing ads this week, but may
use most of the money toward the
end of the campaign.

Isakson campaign manager
Heath Garrett said, “If Christina Jef-
frey goes negative, we can respond.”

NRCC Set Announce

Staff Promotions

B THE NATIONAL REPUBLICAN Congres-
sional Committee is expected to
announce today the promotion of
two key staffers as the committee
puts together its team for the 2000
election cycle, according to an
NRCC staff member.

Terry Nelson, who served as the
NRCC's national field director dur-
ing the 1998 cycle, will become po-
litical director. In turn, Nelson will
be replaced by Mike McElwain, who
was the NRCC's Southern field di-
rector last cycle.

Nelson and McElwain join Exec-
utive Director Scott Hatch, House
Majority Whip DeLay's former floor
assistant; Finance Director Abigail
Perlman, the former U.S. Chamber
of Commerce corporate develop-
ment director; and Press Secretary
Jill Schroeder, who comes from
Ralph Reed's Century Strategies.





