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BODY :
WASHINGTON - Rep. Nita Lowey says she's interested in Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan's soon-to-be-vacant Senate seat, and will decide in "the next few

weeks" whether to run.

But Lowey, a Democrat from Westchester County, says she'll stay out of the
race if Hillary Rodham Clinton jumps in it.

"If Hillary Clinton gets into the race, the entire state party would be
behind her and I would, tco," Lowey said yesterday.

Lowey said she asked Hillary Clinton a few weeks ago about whether she was
serious about running.

"She just smiled ... She's very noncommittal," said Lowey.

Lowey said she herself could top the likely Republican nominee, Mayor
Giuliani, explaining: "Giuliani would be a strong candidate, [but] I think New
York state could support a moderate Democratic woman."

George Stephanopoulos, a former top adviser to President Clinton, said on
ABC's "This Week" yesterday that Lowey, who has taken a leading role in Congress
advocating more money for school construction, is a credible candidate.

"I think Nita Lowey looks very tough. She's got a lot of support. She can
raise the money," Stephanopoulos said, when asked to pick a legitimate
Democratic candidate for the Senate seat.

Moynihan's announcement last year that he would not seek re-election when his
term ends in 2001 has set off a scramble to fill the seat he has held for 22
years.

The election is a long way off, but recent word that two top Democrats -
Housing Secretary Andrew Cuomo and state Comptroller Carl McCall - are not in
the race has intensified speculation about who will be.

Giuliani hasn't said if he's running, but he's considered a top contender,
along with Reps. Peter King and Rick Lazio also mentioned as possible GOP
candidates.
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One Hollywood rumor had Owen losing his entire
$3 million in a single day, but sources say it
happened over several months.

Owen's anguish reached a climax last Monday,
when he went to his mother's house to look for a
gun that had belonged to his father. (She was in the
hospital having a hip replacement.) He turned the
antique weapon on himself. But the bullet, which
lodged in his head, failed to kill him. He is now in
the same hospital as his mother.

Owen's attempted suicide has shocked Hollywood.
"It's a horrendous tragedy," said an insider. "This
is a wonderful man, a really nice person. D is truly
a sweetheart."

"It's horrendous but Kate isn't alone," said a family
friend. "Michelle has been going from the set to
the hospital because Kate's her best friend."

Pfeiffer is filming "The Story of Us," with Bruce
Willis, for Castle Rock.

Rusty Unger, Kate Guinzburg's stepmother, flew
to Los Angeles to be at her stepdaughter's side.
Thomas Guinzburg is heading to L.A. tomorrow.

Rock of gold

HOT-blooded fans of Foreigner will be "Urgent"
Sunday hoping "Still Crazy" takes home Golden
Globes for best musical/comedy and best song.
Foreigner's Mick Jones and Squeeze lyricist Chris
Difford penned the nominated rock anthem "The
Flame Still Burns," as well as the other retro-rock
tunes in the movie about Strange Fruit, a '70s
supergroup that reunites 20 years after a violent
break-up. Think of a cross between "This Is Spinal
Tap" and "The Full Monty." The comedy, released
briefly in L.A. last year just to qualify for awards,
comes out Friday. It stars Stephen Rea and
Scottish comic Billy Connolly as a roadie who
liked wearing a long wig over his gray hair, "It
was nice to see a bit of color again," said
Connolly. "I understand now why old ladies go in
for blue and purple rinses."

Sightings

MATT Dillon helping a new bride at the Peter
Elliot store on Madison Avenue pick out a tie for
her husband ... ETHAN Hawke bringing baby Mia
by rehearsals of "The Misanthrope" at the Classic
Stage Company on East 13th Street to hook up
with mommy, Uma Thurman, during breaks ...
OLIVER Stone flying in from California to have
lunch at Rage with his fun-loving French mother

1/19/99 8:22 AM












































































































































































































































