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“Wnite House a
Christmas winter

wonderland

BY PHYLLIS D. BRANDON

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
ASHINGTON — De-
spite the Scrooges on
Capitol Hil), it looks a
lot like Christmag at
the White House.

On a Dec. 7 when the tempera-
ture was more typical of May, first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, as-
sisted by Santa and social secretary

Capricia Marshall, entertained 100-

members of the media at a tea par
ty and a close-up look of the White

[-fouse Christmas decorations.

' But a fantasy winter wonderland

t- xs, all gold, silver and crystal..

In the State Dining Room, the
ditional gingerbread house is a
3stle almost touching the chande-
er with Santa and sled leaving by
tawbridge to make his rounds.
Pards to the scene are likenesses

Socks and Buddy, the faxnlly s fa-
ous pets.
White House chefs told the
oup about the difficulty they had
making conical shapes for. the
stle out of gingerbread, which

esn’t normally bend. It wasn't.

sy to move to the table — ‘it
ighs 150 pounds with 20 pounds"

confectioners’ sugar and 40

inds of chocolate. © .
The official Christinas tree w1th
0 lights dominates' the Blue
»m It’s 18 1/2 feet tall and artists
n the 50 states were invited to
orate it in the Winter Wonder-
1 theme so the tree holds an
ndance of small snowmen.
rkansans contributing orna-
its were Dianne Herman and
y Springer, both of Eureka
ngs; Ann Gray of Pleasant
'e; Linda Hardin of McGehee;
Stewart of Mountain View; and
ard Wade Jr. of Marianna. Dec-
ve painters were Sammie
ford and Bette Jo Kirkpatrick,
of Hot Springs; Mary Ciontea
't Springs Village;, and Marion
i1lty of Little Rock: Nearly 80

teers from acruss the nation -

ed time-and talents to create
'the House’ s Wmtar Wonder—

the base of the Blue Rooms
s a bandmade green—velvet

The Gtand Foyer wnh frosted birch
trees

skirt crafted for the Clinton’s first
White House'Christmas. Each pan-
el represents a state and the out-
line of Arkansas is front and center,
with a-teartsshaped ruby marking
Little Roek’s spot on the map. .

The tree 1n the East Garden

Room has more than 400 ornaments -

sent by Peace Corps volunteers and
staff from more than 65 countries.

Today, the Barbara Mashburn
Scholarship Foundation singers
from Fayetteville will perforin at
the White House. During the holi-
day season more than 2,600 people
of all ages from across the country
have been invited to participate in
musical programs for White House
guests.

The East-Room has been deco—
rated with 18 soaring conical gold

trees, replacing the green trees of

‘the past'at the White House. Mrs.

Clinton said it was felt that th%ie '
r.

trees would provide more roo
At the almostcon

ous. holiday parties at the White

House, not al
tons, approximately 12,000 pleces of

shrimp and 285 gallons of eggnog
will be served.

With a chandelier off being re-
paired, Robert Isabell of New York
created a special Advent wreath for
the room, topped with electric can-
dles. B ing with a 14-foot alu-
minum frame, 40 people worked
two weeks day and night adding
gold holly, white natural branches
and assorted pine cones to create
this dramatic Christnas fantasy
well above the heads of the guests.

The East Room'’s focal point is a
traditional Italian creche, dating to
the late 18th century, with 47 carved
wood and terra cotta figures. It was
a gift to the White House in 1967.

For the Green Room, Collete Pe-
ters of New York, a confectionery .
artist, created an all-sugar mantel
decoration featun an ice palace
and a crystal pavilion with three
miniature trees inside. It took her
three weeks to make it, she said.
The pavilion sits on a bed of rock
candy with assorted candy trees
around it

For the Red Room’s mantel, Pe-
ters created a Polar Bear Christmas
at the North Pole complete with an
igloo, penguins, snowflakes, icicles

and a snow tree.

. -Ray Ellis of Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass.. was selected to paint the
White House’s 1998 Christmas card.
He was contacted Sept. 1 and asked
to paint the card’s cover which fea-
tures the State Dining Room. (Ellis
has illustrated three books by Wal-
ter Cronkite.) Ellis said the time
taken to complete the project was
about 70 percent deciding how he
was going to do it and then, maybe,
just a day to paint it.

The drama of the White House’s
Grand Foyer, its chandeliers glis-
tening, is accented by a forest of
frosted birch trees trimmed with.
mini-lights. Archways are framed
by greenery dripping with pendants
of gold magnolia leaves and silver

branches.
“When we picked this theme, we

couldn’t have imagined thls would

be the only winter wonderland on
-the East Coast,” Mrs. Clinton said.
attended by the Clin-« :More ‘seasqnal weather arrived
“over the weekend. -
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Official hristmas iree 1n the Blue Room














































Chairman David Schiff, WCS President Dr. WIIIIam Conway, and Peter Madonia.
vice president of the Belmont Small Business Association and owner ‘4=
Madonia Brothers Bakery. Mrs. Clinton visited the bakery on a previous trlpb"

the Belmont sectlon of the Bronx.
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wonderland

BY PHYLLIS D. BRANDON

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
ASHINGTON — De-
spite the Scrooges on
Capitol Hill, it looks a
lot like Christmas at
the White House.

On a Dec. 7 when the tempera-
ture was more typical of May, first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, as-
sisted by Santa and social secretary
Capricia Marshall, entertained 100
members of the medla at a tea par-

ty} and a close-up look of the ite
Eiouse Christmas decorations.

' But a fantasy winter wonderland

t,m, all gold, silver and crystal.
+ In the State Dining Room, the

ditional gingerbread house is a

astle almost touching the chande-
er with Santa and sled leaving by
fawbridge to make his rounds.
ards to the scene are likenesses
t Socks and Buddy, the family's fa-
ous pets.
"White House chefs told the
oup about the difficulty they had
making conical shapes for. the
stle out of gingerbread, which
esn’t normally bend. It wasn’t.
sy to move to the table — ‘it
ighs 150 pounds with 20 pounds"

confectioners’ sugar and 40

inds of chocolate. © .

The official Christmas tree wit.h

0 lights dominates: the Blue

»m. It’s 18 12 feet tall and artists

n the 50 states were invited to

orate it in the Winter Wonder-

1 theme so the tree holds an

ndance of small snowrnen.

arkansans contributing oma-
its were Dianne Herman and
y Springer, both of Eureka
ngs; Ann Gray of Pleasant
'e; Linda Hardin of McGehee;
Stewart of Mountain View; and
ard Wade Jr. of Marianna. Dec-
ve painters were Sammie
tord and Bette Jo Kirkpatrick,
of Hot Springs; Mary Ciontea
it Springs Village; and Marion
1ty of Little Rock. Nearly 80
teers from across the nation
ed time and talents to create
'hite House’s Winter Wonder-

the base of the Blue Room’s
s a ‘handmade green-velvet.

The Grand Foy!:r thh ﬁ'osted birch
trees

skirt crafted for the Clinton’s first
White House:Christmas. Each pan-
el represents a state and the out-

- line of Arkansas is front and center,

with a-heartshaped ruby marking
Little Rock’s spot on the map.
The tree 1n.the East Garden

Room has more than 400 ornaments -

sent by Peace Corps volunteers and
staff from more than 65 countries.

Today, the Barbara Mashburn
Scholarship Foundation singers
from Fayetteville will perforn at
the White House. During the holi-
day season more than 2,600 people
of all ages from across the country
have been invited to participate in
musical programs for White House
guests.

The East Room has been deco-
rated with 18 soaring conical gold
trees, replacing the green trees of

‘the past'at the White House. Mrs.

. Clinton said it was felt that thefge ]
..

trees would provide more
entertaining. At the almost continu-
arties at the White

ous—holiday
House, not all attended by the Clin-
tons, approximately 12,000 pleces of "

shrimp and 285 gallons of eggnog
will be served.

With a chandelier off being re-
paired, Robert Isabell of New York
created a special Advent wreath for
the room, topped with electric can-
dles. Bngnmng with a 14-foot alu-
minum frame, 40 people worked
two weeks day and night adding
gold holly, white natural branches
and assorted pine cones to create
this dramatic Christmas fantasy
well above the heads of the guests.

The East Room’s focal point is a
traditional Italian creche, dating to
the late 18th century, with 47 carved
wood and terra cotta figures. It was
a gift to the White House in 1967.

For the Green Room, Collete Pe
ters of New York, a confectionery
artist, created an all-sugar mantel
decoration featuring an ice palace
and a crystal pavilion with three
miniature trees inside. It took her
three weeks to make it, she said.
The pavilion sits on a bed of rock
candy with assorted candy trees
around it

For the Red Room’s mantel, Pe-
ters created a Polar Bear Christmas
at the North Pole complete with an
igloo, penguins, snowﬂakes. icicles
and a snow tree.

-Ray Ellis of Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass..‘ was selected to paint the
White House’s 1998 Christmas card.
He was contacted Sept. 1 and asked
to paint the card’s cover which fea-
tures the State Dining Room. (Ellis
has illustrated three books by Wal-
ter Cronkite.) Ellis said the time
taken to complete the project was
about 70 percent deciding how he
was going to do it and then, maybe,
just a day to paint it

The drama of the White House's
Grand Foyer, its chandeliers glis-
tening, is accented by a forest of

frosted birch trees trimmed with.

mini-lights. Archways are framed
by greenery dripping with pendants
of gold magnolia leaves and silver
branches.

“When we picked this theme, we
couldn’t have imagined thls would
be the only winter wonderland on

-the East Coast,” Mrs. Clinton said.
-More ‘seasonal weather arrived

“over the weekend.
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