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BY PHYLLIS D. BRANDON

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
ASHINGTON — De-
spite the Scrooges on
Capitol Hill, it looks a
lot like Christmas at
the White House.

On a Dec. 7 when the tempera-
ture was more typical of May, first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, as-
sisted by Santa and social secretary
Capricia Marshall, entertained 100
members of the media at a tea par-
ty} and a close-up look of the ite
HHouse Christmas decorations.

' But a fantasy winter wonderland
t-is, all gold, silver and crystal.
< In the State Dining Room, the
raditional gingerbread house is a
astle almost touching the chande-
er with Santa and sled leaving by
tawbridge to make his rounds.
ards to the scene are likenesses
+ Socks and Buddy, the family's fa-
ous pets.
White House chefs told the
oup about the difficulty they had
making conical shapes for the
stle out of gingerbread, which
esn’t normally bend. It wasn’t
sy to move to the table — it
ighs 150 pounds with 20 pounds

confectioners’ sugar and 40

1nds of chocolate.

The official Christmas tree thh
X0 lights dominates: the Blue
»m It’s 18 1/2 feet tall and artists
n the 50 states were invited to
orate it in the Winter Wonder-

1 theme so the tree holds an

ndance of small snowmen.

wrkansans contributing orna-
its were Dianne Herman and

y Springer, both of Eureka

ngs; Ann Gray of Pleasant

'e; Linda Hardin of McGehee;

Stewart of Mountain View; and

ard Wade Jr. of Marianna. Dec-

ve painters were Samrmie
ford and Bette Jo Kirkpatrick,
of Hot Springs; Mary Ciontea
it Springs Village; and Marion
1ty of Little Rock: Nearly 80
teers from across the nation
ed time and talents to create
‘hite House’s Winter Wonder-

iﬁe base of therBlue Room’s
s a handmade green-velvet

P. 09

The Grand Foyer with frosted birch
trees

skirt crafted for the Clinton’s first
White House Christinas. Each pan-
el represents a state and the out-
line of Arkansas is front and center,
with a heart-shaped ruby marking
Little Rock’s spot on the map.

The tree in the East Garden
Room has more than 400 ormaments
sent by Peace Corps volunteers and
staff from more than 65 countries.

Today, the Barbara Mashburn
Scholarship Foundation singers
from Fayetteville will perform at
the White House. During the holi-
day season more than 2,600 people
of all ages from across the country
have been invited to participate in
musical programs for White House
guests.

The East Room has been deco-
rated with 18 soaring conical gold
trees, replacing the green trees of
the past at the White House. Mrs.
Clinton said it was felt that these

trees would provide more room for
At the almost continu-

entertaining.

ous holiday parties at the White
House, not all attended by the Clin--
tons, approximately 12,000 pieces of

S wnite House a
Christmas winter
wonderland

shrimp and 285 gallons of eggnog
will be served.

With a chandelier off being re-
paired, Robert Isabell of New York
created a special Advent wreath for
the room, topped with electric can-
dles. Beginning with a 14-foot alu-
minum frame, 40 people worked
two weeks day and night adding
gold holly, white natural branches
and assorted pine cones to create
this dramatic Christmas fantasy
well above the heads of the guests.

The East Room’s focal point is a
tradisional Italian creche, dating to
the late 18th century, with 47 carved
wood and terra cotta figures. It was
a gift to the White House in 1967.

For the Green Room, Collete Pe-
ters of New York, a confectionery
artist, created an all-sugar mantel
decoration featuring an ice palace
and a crystal pavilion with three
miniature trees inside. It took her
three weeks to make it, she said.
The pavilion sits on a bed of rock
candy with assorted candy trees
around it.

For the Red Room’s mantel, Pe-
ters created a Polar Bear Christinas
at the North Pole complete with an
igloo, penguins, snowflakes, icicles
and a snow tree.

Ray Ellis of Martha’s Vineyard,
Mass., was selected to paint the
White House’s 1988 Christmas card.
He was contacted Sept. 1 and asked
to paint the card’s cover which fea-
tures the State Dining Room. (Ellis
has illustrated three books by Wal-
ter Cronkite.) Ellis said the time
taken to complete the project was
about 70 percent deciding how he
was going to do it and then, maybe,
just a day to paint it.

The drama of the White House’s
Grand Foyer, its chandeliers glis-
tening, is accented by a forest of
frosted birch trees trimmed with.
mini-lights. Archways are framed
by greenery dripping with pendants
of gold magnolia leaves and silver

branches.
‘“When we picked this theme, we

- couldn’t havo imagined thls would

be the only winter wonderland on
the East Coast,” Mrs. Clinton said.
More seasonal weather arrived

“over the weekend.
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An executive arrangement

N.H. florist behind
White House festivity

By Stacy Milbouer
GLOBE. CORRESPONDENT

ASHUA - People may not be
| \ | surprised to learn there will

be no star on top of the
White House Christmas tree this
year. But truth be told, there never
is, according to a New Hampshire
florist who has helped decorate the
White House for Christmas since the
Nixon administration.

Ed Gage, owner of Fortin-Gage
Limited florists in Nashua, said the
gloomy atmosphere of the impeach-
ment hearings hasn't dimmed the
Christmas glow at the White House.

First Ladies usually pick the
theme for the holiday decoration,
and this year Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton chose “a winter wonderland.”

“It looked truly beautiful,” said
Gage who was on hand to deck the
hallg with holly and other greens two
weeks ago and to set up the giant
tree in the Blue Room ut the White
House.

“Everything is all gold and silver.
The White House is getting old and
it needs a lot of work,” he said, “but
the decorations transform it and it
looks just beautiful.”

Each year Gage is among two or
three florists and 40 volunteers who
go to Washington about a month be-
fore Christmas to decorate. Gage
said the volunteers are mostly re-
lired military personnel and their
spouses as well as women from gar-
den clubs in the Clintons’ home state
of Arkansas.

Gage said he helps hang the or-
naments from each state from the
White House boughs. “The New
Hampshire one is very beautiful,” he
said. “It's a lavender ball with lilacs

AP PHOTO

President Clinton and his wife, Hiliary, pose with the Christmas tree
that New Hampshlre ﬂnrlqt l:d (-age helped dec orale

and purple beads . . . the Park Ser-
vice puts up the lights and we do the
rest. It really makes for a festive at-
mosphere.”

But what about the other atmo-
gphere in the White House? Gage
8ays, “things are just too busy to he

depressing.”

“The president flew in on the he-
licopter when we were there. He
came in and said hello and seemed
very cheerful,” he said. “The First
Lady looks very, very good.”

BEANIE BAB

GIGANTIC HOLIDA

OVER 30 STYLES AVAILABLE® *<..
5 for 822 « 10 for 84!
BAMMBEANOS IN STOCI

L\l (617) 868-1990|
THE CARD DO

495-A CONCORD AVE. C/IMBRID
NEXY 70 SODO'S AT Tk FRESH K
OPEN 7 DAYS 11 AM TO9 PV

Talk show hest and Americ
LARRY KING will appe
Sunday. December 20 |
TAM. WCVB-5. on Dr.
Schuller’s national and

tional telecast “Hour of

program. Mr. King will

cussing his new book, P
Pravers, with Dr, Schull
Hour of Power can also be
CNBC (paid program), U
TBN--consult your local lit

a firefighter.

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / DOMINIC CHAVEZ

DORCHESTER BLAZE - A paramedic wheeled a
woman down Park Street for medical attention
after a fire broke out i a triple decker on
Greenbrier Street last night. The fire, which spread
to two neighboring buildings, displaced nearly two
dozen residents and injured two people, including

OH MY DEAR! THAT
GIFT UNDER THE
TREE IS RINGING!











































The Washington Post
December 10, 1998, Thursday, Final Edition
SECTION: HOME; Pg. TO04; HAPPENINGS
LENGTH: 672 words
HEADLINE: CAPITAL ORNAMENTS
BYLINE: Sarah Booth Conroy

BODY :
Decking the tree with history is a handsome way to have a White House
Christmas without having to be elected or invited.

The White House Historical Association captures presidential history through
its series of three-inch square ornaments, traditionally hung on the Blue Room
tree. Based on research by White House curator Betty Monkman and historian
William Seale, the collectibles number 18. Presidential families give them as
presents, and collectors snap up each year's new trimming at $ 11 and $ 14.
(Proceeds go to acquire historic furnishings and art for the White House
permanent collection and to preserve its public rooms.)

The ornaments honoring the presidents are mostly chronological, interspersed
by historic events. Fifteen commemorate specific presidents. This year, a white
bisque American eagle flies over a Union shield insignia from crystal dinnerware
bought by President Andrew Jackson, used later President James Buchanan. The
24-karat gold-finished wreath blooms with white magnolias and pink camellias, a
design suggested by Harriet Lane, Jackson's niece and hostess. She was fond of
turning the White House into an indoor garden with camellias embellishing
magnolia blossoms from a tree planted by Jackson still flourishing in the
White House garden.

This is the second design related to Jackson. The 1988 decoration was
inspired by an invitation about 150 years ago: "The children of President
Jackson's Family request you to join them on Christmas Day at 4 p.m. in a
frolick in the East Room."

The nonprofit historical association produced its first decoration in 1981, a
Christmas angel in flight honoring George Washington. The 1983 ornament shows
the White House's north facade, without wings, as John and Abigail Adams, its
first occupants, saw it when they rode into Washington on Nov. 1, 1800. Their
son, John Quincy Adams, is recalled on the 1987 design taken from the sandstone
portal and double mahogany White House doors, adorned with evergreen wreaths and
red poinsettias.

William Henry Harrison, in full military regalia topped with a plumed
headpiece, rides across the 1991 ornament. Millard Fillmore designed the 31-star
seal superimposed over the north portico on the 1996 ornament.

Thomas Jefferson in 1803, Seale says, was the first to celebrate Christmas in
the house. The 1984 ornament Peace symbols--crossed peace pipes and
handshakes--is based on Jefferson's peace medal, minted in 1801 to be
presented to Indian dignitaries.

The 1992 edition marks the bicentennial of the White House
cornerstone-laying; the 1989 one marks the bicentennial of the office of the
president.

Call 800-555-2451 to order.

Sarah Booth Conroy writes the Chronicles column in Style. "Ulysses S. Grant
Claus." Flag needlepoint pillow, from Decatur House. $ 10.50. 202-842-1856 1998
White House ornament. $ 14. 800-555-2451 Lincoln Memorial, from National
Building Museum. $ 22. 202-272-7706. Limited edition Supreme Court ornament with
red velvet from the courtroom's original draperies. $ 21.95. 202-554-8300.
George Washington "Epaulet" ornament commemorating the bicentennial of his
death. Mount Vernon. $ 16.50. 703-799-6301. Robert E. Lee Claus, carved mantel
Santa from the South Pole, to pair or not with Ulysses S. Claus from up North,
lower left. U.S. Capitol Historical Society. $ 36. 800-887-9318. Smithsonian
Castle ornament. At shops in the Museum of American History (202-357-1528) and
the Museum of Arts and Industry (202-357-1367). $ 10.95. Washington Monument
ornament. American Institute of Architects/Rizzoli bookstore. $ 34.99.
202-626-7541. Marble Capitol ornament made from the original East Front steps
of the House of Representatives. § 19.95 from U.S. Capitol Historical Society.
800-887-9318. Kennedy Center "Honors Star" blown-glass ornament by Christopher
Radko. $§ 35; 202-416-8346. Decatur House Museum White House. $ 33.
202-842-1856. Washington Capitol, from American Institute of Architects/Rizzoli
bookstore. $§ 39.99. 202-626-7541.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH PHOTOCOPY
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Austin American-Statesman

= Friday, November 27, 1998 ' ==

What goes on 1n a house
that doesn’t sleep

Continued from previous page

Service beforebeing sentin secure
trucks to Scheib’s pantries, re-
frigerators and freezers. Scheib’s
staff includes two assistant chefs,
a kitchen steward and two assis-
tant stewards. For state dinners
and other major events, this culi-
nary force is augmented by chefs
from local restaurants.

Cooking separately in a tiny
kitchen jammed between the state
floor and the family quarters is
pastry chef Roland Mesnier and
his longtime assistant, Franette

" McCulloch.

Mesnier was born in a French
village in 1944 on, the very day
American soldiers liberated the
community from Nazioccupation.
At 14 he left school and began an_
apprenticeshipatavillagebakery.
He created pastries in kitchens in
Paris, London and Bermuda and
was cooking at the Greenbrier in
1980 when Rosalynn Carter hired
him for the White House.

Mesnier’s theme desserts have
become the sweet stuff of legend.
At a luncheon for Egyptian offi-
cials, he created a pistachio
mousse pyramid flanked by two
edible palm trees and a marzipan
camel. One Christmas he made
gingerbread and chocolate repro-
ductions of the president’s boy-
hood home in Hot Springs, Ark.,
and the suburban house where
Hillary Rodham grew up in Park
Ridge, 11l

For Chelsea’s 16th birthday,
Mesnier decorated her cake witha
replica of her newdriver’slicense,
complete with color photo, and a
car with a license tag reading
“Sweet 16."

“Sometimes, after 18 years, it's
hard to come up with ideas,” said
Mesnier. “Two days before the
birthday I was driving to work
listening to the radio and the an-
nouncer said, ‘Chelsea will soon
be getting her driver’s license.’
Then, Boom! It hit me. Chocolate
car and license.”

, Rick McKay/AA-S Washington Bureau  Who pencils them in
President Clinton talks with National Sercurity Adviser Sandy Berger Shortly after noon, the last of

after recent Mideast peace talks at the Wye plantation. Berger, who met this day’s 6,000 or so tourists —
Clinton in 1972, leads morning security briefings at the White House. more than a million visit the








































