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said something about . . . us sort of being
together,” Lewinsky told prosecutors. “I
think I kind of said, oh, I think we'd be a
good team ... And he ... jokingly said,
well, what are we going to do when I'm 75
and I have to pee 25 times a day?”

Most of the first lady’s views on the
scandal are kept to herself. Some of her
staff members are troubled that she won't
even tell thern how she feels. “The bunker
mentality has set in in a big way,” a friend
says. Several presidential aides, according
to a senior administration source, urged
herin thepast two weeks to “come outand
bless him again” with avigorous public de-
fense. She angrily told them, through her
own staff, to “back off.” Instead, she will
speak out publicly on her own terms and
on her own timetable.

“What people see in her current re-
sponse is a quiet dignity,” says
Democratic pollster Geoff Garin.
“It gives her personally more
credibility than if she gave a full-
throated expression of support.
... You get the impression of a
woman looking at the full con-
text of [her husband’s] life, bal-
ancing the good and the bad.”

Friends and advisers who met
with the first lady last week came
away with the impression that
she was more “upbeat” than a
month ago when her husband
told the country he had strayed.
“She is determined to maintain
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her family, her privacy, and the Clinton
presidency,” says a prominent Democrat
who talked with her.

Retaining control. The Starr report isn’t
her only dislike. She hates being por-
trayed as a victim because it runs counter
to the image she wants to project of a
strong, confident woman. In a way, says a
friend, staying with her husband makes
her less of a victim. “She retains more
control that way,” says an ally. “[She
knows that] when this is over, she will
have her reputation intact and he won't.”

To cope, she immerses herself in her
work and her causes. “Work is a comfort
zone,” says an adviser. “She retreats to it.”
In coming weeks she will campaign ac-
tively around the country—mostly with-
out her husband—and focus on female
candidates. This week, she travels to Col-

® Americans who think it likely or very likely Hillary Clinton
will divorce Bill Clinton when he leaves office:
Now: =

April:

= Americans who think Hillary Clinton looked the other way
as her husbantl cheated on her:
Americans who think she was an unknowing victim;

B Americans' responses when asletl at what point she
fountl out about Clinton’s relationship with Lewinsky:

say she knew all alony
say when the story broke in January
say just before hiis speech in mid-August

orado, Washington State, Or-
egon, and California. Next
week, she visits Latin Ameri-
ca, including a summit of first
ladiesin Chile.

She seems most at ease
when she is far from Washing-
ton, on her own, shuttling
from one cheering crowd to
another without the entou-
rage and ceremonial obliga-
tions that envelop her hus-
band’s trips. She delights in
gitting in a swivel chair in her
Air Force jet, surrounded by
her staff, nearly all of them
women, cracking jokes, talk-
ing about their families, and
discussing issues. Her aides
have a word for such experi-
ences: “Hillaryland.”

While the public sees Mrs.
Clinton as a supportive part-
ner praising the president’s
record, friends say that in pri-
vate she remains angry at her
husband. Their relationship
is, according to one family
friend, “brittle” Some news

photographers who constantly view the
Clintons through their telephoto lenses
long ago noticed that the couple never
seemed particularly close. Once the two
believe they are no longer in camera
range, their hand-holding tends to stop,
and they keep a distance from each other.

White House aides paint a different
picture, a loving couple that openly dis-
plays affection through hugs and linger-
ing looks—and a first lady who appears
committed to her marriage despite her
husband’s transgressions.

Mrs. Clinton, says one friend, is “the
most forgiving person I know.” Pardoning
others is a trait that springs from the first
lady’s Methodist belief that individuals
should strive to improve the world by per-
forming good works, struggling for social

| justice, loving everyone, and forgiving
people for their weaknesses.

Her attitude also was shaped

by an experience in the 1960s,

" when she was a teenager work-

ing with a Methodist group in

Park Ridge, Ill. The congrega-

tion’s youth minister, Don

Jones, told the young people: “In

AR the midst of life tragedy comes,

and it strips away our illusions.
Those moments are times to re-
alize our potential, our possibili-
ties.” It is advice that Hillary
Rodham took to heart. And it
may have special relevance to-
day for Hillary Clinton. ]
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illary praises

~ the vital role
. in the
~ peace process

By Sazanne Breen,
in Belfast

MRS Hillary Rodham Qlinton bas
said the peace process in Northern
Ireland would have been impossi-
ble without the courage and
strength of women,

She was addressing the Women
in Dem conicrence at a
packed Wateriront Hall in Belfast
yesterday. She looked relaxed as
she delivered a keynote address on
women'’s rights and achievements.

It was her first public speech
gsince her husband admitted his
“inappropriate” relationship with
Ms Monica Lewinsky. It was de-
livered in a cool, professional
style. .

Mrs Clinton did not refer to the
scandal and showed no signs of
strain. Looking confident and ele-
gant in a navy suit, she received a
standing ovation.

Those present included the wife
of the First Minister, Mrs Daphne
Trimble; the RUC Chief Consta-
ble, Mr Ronnie Flanagan; the Sian
Féin leaders, Mr Gerry Adams,
Mr Martin McGuinness and Mr
Pat Doherty; Ulster Unionist rep-
resentatives Mr Jim Wilson and
Mr Peter Weir; the US ambassa-
dor to Ireland, Mrs Jean Kennedy
Smith; and the chief executive of
the Northern” Ireland Fair Em-
ployment Commission, Mr Bob

Cooper.  «

M'::r"Clinton‘ said women’s
-voices could -not be ignored. “If
you listen you can hear the voices
of women who withstood jeers

p

and threats to make themselves
heard in the political world once
primarily for men.”

She praised the Northern Secre-
tary, Dr Mo Mowlam, for her “vi-
sion and dedication™. She said the
role of women in the search for
peace in Northern Ireland could
not be ignored and she paid a

.

warm tribute to all those involved.
“None of this would have been -

possible were it not for the cour-
age and strength of generations of
women."”

She expressed optimism. about
the future and promised that the
US would continue to do all it
could to support the North and
the peace process. “You will only
move: forward, and as you do
please know that America will
stand with you.”

She said women's voices must
be heard in the new Northern Ire-

land, “a Northern Ireland people

- have-lived for, died for and, .yes,
finally voted for”. .
In. one of her few references to
her- busband, Mrs Clinton spoke
about their joint visit to Omagh,
:Co Tyrone, today. “When my hus-
band and Y visit Omagh, we will
pay “tribute to those who were
murd by the ‘enemies . of
“They were mostly women and
children,.Catholic and Protestant,
‘unionist and nationalist, young
and ald: They were people simply
gvmg' their llvw in a
rapery  story,
friends, bu xyng school uniforms
for their children. °

out -with_

“The terrorists targeted thé
people of Northern Ireland, and in
response it was the people, all the
people, who bmrr:l({ stood side b!
side to say-hatred and violen
will no longer have a place here. .,

“We have chosen ballots nat
bombs, democracy .not divisiod:
We have resolved to live in
We will never go back We will
insiao forward.”

c.said the last- few months
had shown that the road to peace
was not easy, but she had f[d
doubt that the bombs and terrof:
ists would not prevail. ]‘

She expressed delight when she
was g_rmed by a Dex:xl student,
Ms Fiona Hu*hu, 0 intre;
duced her as a “role model to.me
and to young women around the
world™. .

. There was no opportunity for
journalists to interview Mrs Clig-
ton, although the media scruti-

nised her ev ture for signs of
stress. ‘She %F not seem con~
cerned and smiled broadly. o
As she arrived at the confer-
ence, she: turneddand waved wg:
tographers and reporters
Paa o ang ghouted:

thered, .
‘“H:I]o&?Sbe told her audience she

was delighted to be back in
Belfast. a

Mrs Qlinton said it was impo#-
tant that people shared ideas to
transform their hopes for peace

. into reality. The new state-of-the-

art Waterfront Hall symbolised
everything won that wds
happening in Northern Ireland.



















By Richard Willing
and Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

" President Qinton, tossed like a
cork in a sea of world and per-
sonal problems, arrtves todgy in
Northern Ireland, of all places,
for a welcome respite,

Clinton’s welcome, while

more subdued than the out-
pouring of warmth that greet-
-ed him whed he visited in De-
cember 1895, s likely to be
friendly and free of references
to the falling ruble, fallen in-
terns and other problems that
recently have beset him.

‘He deserves to be greeted
as the best friend this province
has ever found outside these is-
lands” sald the Belfost Tele
graph, in an editorial prepared
for the eve of Clinton's arrival.

Both Catholic and Protestant
politiclans in the divided prov-
ince credit Qiinton with apply-
Ing the political and economic
pressure that has brought both
sides close to forming a power-

ent.

‘‘He steered a middle

.course; we owe him a lot,” sald

USA TODAY
SEPTEMBER 3
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.By Martina Purdy 3

“I'D. chuck him’ out,” ‘said
the ! freshfaced : téenager-
when asked what she would -

do if she were Bill Clinton’s
-wife. .

While- views on her hus-
‘band were mixed,
seemed to be nothing but
sympathy for Hilla
ton from the 2000-strong

uests who 'ﬁ)acked ‘the

‘aterfront Hall.

‘As she stepped onto the
stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing
a sleek navy suit, chunky
gold jewelle
of:three standing ovations.

One delegate mused that
Hillary was now - more
powerful than ever . follow-

ing the painful episode with. .
Monich Lewinsky

nica Lewinsky;
“Bill owes her .a lot and

she’s. got him over a bar-: -

rel;” said the woman. “‘He
needs her nmow more than
ever. — she - can crack- the
whip now!""

illary was all charm and
smiles however for the Bel-
fast .audience.-They lapped
ur her response to 17-year-
old Fiona Hughes from Bell-

there .

Clin- .

. won the first -

,‘Ercsidem' of
raved the audience and got .
:a_wry chuckle out of Mrs

- Rapturous:
- welcome for
First Lady

aghy " who' introduced the
irst Lady.
-Ms Hughes, a sixthformer
turned ‘to' the 'First Lady,

“and announced to a de-

lighted audience: *'I had to

. use your name to advantage
.as well, Mrs Clinton, be-
cause I had to be at school

today.” .

The First Lady assured
Fiona that there were
around a “a thousand of
us" -who would be glad to
provide her with a note.

. -Ms Hughes was among
the speakers who were only

iven a few' hours notice.
ne Belfast woman ' dec-
lined at the thought of it.
“Inez - ' McCormack, vice-
the ICTU,

Clinton.when she expressed
relief she hadn’t been given
the task of the previous
speaker.

The National Newspaper of Northern Ireland |

- God bless you . .

‘“1 wasn't ‘asked to talk

about':my past . — thank

God!g .~ :
Secretary. of State Mo

‘MoWwlam, was supposed to

intfoduce’ the First Lady —
but. was ‘delayed at
minster.

Mrs Clinton paid tribute

est-

" to the first woman Secretary

of State, who was her host
at- Hillsborough. ‘Referring

- to a reception' Dr Mowlam

had held the previous . night
for the delegates, she said
she had reports of Dr
Mowlam’s ‘‘skills as a party
hostess and. dancer par ex-

-.cellence.”

The lighthearted” mood
turned sombre at times —
particularly as Mrs Clinton
goke of Janette Rooney, an

magh 'teenager who was
taking - part In a cross-
community project in Wash-
ington and watched the tele-
vision coverage of the bomb
In horror when she saw_her
friends injured.

One oil her best friends
was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with a
message of support. ‘‘May
.and the
future you build together.™
































































































