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First lady asserts pride over husband’s record

By Warren P. Strobel

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton broke more than three weeks
of chilly silence last night and gave
her husband a warm public en-
dorsement, saying she is “proud”
of his work as president.

Ticking off a list of administra-
tion accomplishments, the first
lady said of the president: “I've
personally seen how hard he has
worked ... seen how he's re-
sponded day in and day out to the
challenges of all Americans. I'm
very proud of the person I'm privi-
leged to introduce, proud of his
leadership, proud of his commit-
ment.”

While Mrs. Clinton spoke out in
support of her husband, other key
players in the presidential drama
reacted differently yesterday to
the pending release of indepen-
dent counsel Kenneth W. Starr’s
impeachment report. Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore publicly ignored Mr.
Clinton’s deepening crisis. Former
White House intern Monica Lew-
insky remained in seclusion. And
Paula Jones, who sued Mr. Clinton
for sexual harassment in 1994, said
Mr. Starr's report vindicates her.

Mrs. Clinton’s statement before
Democratic campaign contribu-
tors was far from an absolution for
his having an affair with Miss
Lewinsky and lying about it. But it
was by far the warmest comment
she has uttered publicly about the
president since his Aug. 17 admis-
sion of the affair. It capped a day

on which she edged back into the
public spotlight to speak out on
policy issues, a place where the
White House would like to keep the
focus.

Up until last night, Mrs. Clinton
had been virtually silent about her
husband’s travails, depriving him
of perhaps his most important
public defender.

That was in stark contrast to
how she stood by his side as the
Gennifer Flowers allegations near-
ly sunk his 1992 presidential bid.
And in January, when the
Lewinsky accusations surfaced,
she took to the network morning
shows to defend her husband.

Her spokeswoman said yester-
day that the.president has Mrs.
Clinton’s “forgiveness.” And Mrs.
Clinton seemed more animated in
public yesterday than she has re-
cently.

Last night, she accompanied her
husband across the South Lawn
and into a waiting limousine to the
Democratic fund-raiser at a local
hotel. After introducing him, the
two made a show of embracing,
and she pecked Mr. Clinton on the
cheek.

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Clinton
was back in her old role of pushing
reforms in health care at an event
she hosted in the East Room to in-
crease awareness of colon cancer.

She gently mocked the assem-
bled press corps — there were 11
videocameras alone — thanking
reporters for their attendance,
knowing full well that they were
there to cover her mood and de-

Phot; by Karen Balzd/The Was)wgon Times
NBC's Katie Couric, whose husband died earlier this year of colon
cancer, appears at a news conference on the disease with the first lady.

meanor, not the issue she was try-
ing to promote.

Meanwhile, as debate intensi-
fied in Congress over Mr. Clinton’s
fate, Mr. Gore acted yesterday as if
the hottest news of the summer
was global warming and Mark
McGwire's home-run chase, not
the impeachment report that could
thrust him into the Oval Office.

Mr.Gore never directly referred
to Mr. Starr in two public appear-
ances. At one of the events, though,
he stuck to the same canned state-
ment he's used in the last two

weeks to defend Mr. Clinton.

“His vision and his leadership
are shaping all aspects of this na-
tion’s recovery,” Mr. Gore told a
group of Democratic contributors.
“He is my friend and he is our
president. His policies have been
manifestly good for the United
States of America and those poli-
cies must be continued.”

Mrs. Jones, whose accusations
derailed Mr. Clinton, spoke yester-
day for the first time since Mr.
Starr delivered his report.

“I feel vindicated at last,’ she

“I feel good for me
but not for the

country.”  — Paula Jones

told the Daily Telegraph in Long
Beach, Calif. “I feel good for me
but not for the country. This should
never have happened.”

“It's been an ordeal for her,” said
her husband, Steve. “She’s been
dragged through the mud. Now, at
last, it has been proved she has told
the truth all the way along the line.

“All Paula wanted to hear was
the president saying three things:
‘I was there, I was wrong and I'm
sorry, ' said Mr. Jones. “If he'd just
apologized quietly to Paula, the
lawsuit would never have been
filed and this would never have
happened. Then he lied in his de-
positon — not once but he lied
again and again and again and now
it's all coming down on him. What
goes around comes around and he
is being paid back 10 times over.”

Miss Lewinsky, meanwhile, was
under wraps yesterday, and even
those who have talked freely about
her in the past have nothing to say
now that Mr. Starr’s report on her
affair with the president has gone
to Congress.

“She’s around. She’s about,” said
a source familiar with the case, de-
clining even to say what city Miss
Lewinsky is in.

e This article was based in part on
wire service reports.




Democrats scrambling
ior strategy on Clinton

By Lance Gay

and Joan Lowy
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

Demoralized by President Clin-
ton’s admission of an “inappropri-
ate relationship” with a White
House intern and buffeted by the
politics of their own re-election
campaigns, Democrats are
scrambling for a strategy for deal-
ing with the president’s possible
impeachment. .

Rep. John Conyers Jr. of Mich-
igan, ranking Democrat on the
House Judiciary Committee,
which will hear Mr. Clinton’s case,
acknowledged that the party lead-
ership hasn't assembled any effec-
tive arguments in defease of the
president.

Instead, Democrats are spar-
ring with Republicans only over
side issues, such as allowing the
White House to get an advance
look at independent counsel Ken-
neth W. Starr’s report and whether
Republicans will share subpoena
and deposition powers with Demo-
crats in any impeachment inquiry.

“Nobody is defending the presi-
dent’s action,” Mr. Conyers said. “I
think the question is how this is
going to be a fair process.”

At a closed-door meeting .of
House Democrats yesterday — the
first meeting of the caucus since
Mr. Clinton acknowledged his af-
fair with former White House in-
tern Monica Lewinsky last month
— members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and some liberal
Demncrats reportedly pleaded
with the House Democratic lead-
ership to be more aggressive in
supporting the president for fear
of sabotaging the party’s congres-
sional agenda.

Rep. Barney Frank, Massachu-
setts Democrat, also a member of
the Judiciary Committee, said
Democrats who are holding onto
their $133,000-a-year seats by thin
margins are clearly nervous.

“If he was running for re-
election, he would not get a lot of
votes from this caucus,” Mr. Frank
said of the president.

But Mr. Frank said he doesn’t
detect any groundswell for aban-

doning Mr. Clinton.

“I have not seen that desire to
terminate this presidency,” he
said. “We are not going to allow
him to be treated unfairly.”

The Democrats are cobbling up
a short-term strategy that con-
tends that Mr. Starr’s 445-page re-
port is partisan, biased and based
on a prosecutor’s zeal to probe Mr.
Clinton’s private life. “I'm sure it’s
going to be the most negative case
possible,” Mr. Frank said.

Both he and House Minority
Leader Richard A. Gephardt of
Missouri said there has to be some
issue more serious than Mr. Clin-
ton’s affair with Miss Lewinsky to
result in impeachment.

“You don't overturn an election
of the American people on a
whim,” Mr. Gephardt said.

But some Democrats said it's too
late to rally to Mr. Clinton’s de-
fense.

Rep. James P. Moran, Virginia
Democrat, said Democrats’ first
priority is the future of the party
and its ideals.

“I don* think our first objective
is to protect the president,” he said.
“We want this to be a fair process,
and whatever the outcome, if it’s
fair and objective, then we should
stand by it and be part of the pro-
cess.”

A somber-looking Senate Minor-
ity Leader Tom Daschle of South
Dakota emerged from a mid-
morning meeting with Mr. Clinton
at the White House yesterday vow-
ing to push Democratic policies
through the remaining days of the
105th Congress, which is para-
lyzed with preoccupation over Mr.
Clinton’s problems.

“This has complicated our
agenda, but it certainly hasn't di-
minished it," Mr. Daschle said.

Some Democrats minimized the
impact of Mr. Clinton’s difficulties
on their campaigns. “People rarely
bring it up in meetings,” said Rep.
Sherrod Brown, Ohio Democrat.
In recent town meetings, he said,
“When people did bring it up,
other people in the room would re-
act like, ‘Let’s talk about issues’
That was pretty common.”
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NEWSLINE

A QUICK READ ON THE NEWS

WALL EET: Dow Jones indunal everage
drops 249.48 points to 761594, Nesdaq Index slumps 39 22 o
1383.33: 30-year Treasury bond yield falls to 5.20%. |38

» Japan's Nikkei overage slides 562 points to 14104
midday’ yen Is 134 per dollar. )mxmg: Hang Seng ndex
1S down 216 points to 7.634 early loday. |

LATIM AMERICA STOCKS. Investory erase
159 from S30 Paulo Stock Exchange, Argemuns's stock
index slides 10.3% and Mexican boiss Index drops 93%. 1B

Preview of gamas
Forbes' ratings
and a look at
backup QBs in the
spotiight. 1,11,12C

el
Denver's John Eway

NOVA SCOTIA CRASH: Evigence raises poss!-
bility that a fire in electronics bay below the cockpit could
have caused crash of Swissair Flight 111 last week. 11A

CAMPAIGN FINANCE: senste reformers fail
2gain to break GOP filibuster derying a final voie on bill
barring nauonal parties from raising “soft money™ 6A

N. IRELAND FEACE: sinn Feins Gerry Adsms

meets with nemesis David Mmblc head of Northern
| Ireiand’s new legisiative assembly. 7

FREEING I{Eii{O: he captured kitter whaie Kelko
jumps from brp-scve=n stardom beck into his native North
Auontic. one leap closer to freedom. 11A

TODAY'S DEBATE Choosing & chliids sex. In
USA TODAY's opwuon, “Dont let ethical bsues quash
stience's potential o ald families” A

l b “Sex selection is the first leg of a Journe)y in which the gift
of lile becomes wansformed by biolechnologes inic a

| customized produc! purchased in the genetic markerplace,”
Jeremy Rmun s 14A

MONEY. Demand for PCs boosts Intel's revenue higher
than expected Is the worst over lor parts of the banered
semiconductor industry? IB

» Waming Uulity funds may cause shock. 4B
SPORTS: Peie sampras. Patrick Rafier semifinal
showdown set for Saturday US Open lenms 1.10.15C.

» NHL training camps open this weekend, despite expan-
0N, M2ny free agens are 3

LIFE: s '« capital 1

ensy place to have fun Travel lD
» Toyola scores one for the coupe. Test Drive 8D
> Autumn harvest himing restaurant menus. D
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Breast cancer

Dr. Machell Gall rs 8t the fore-
tront of identitying factors that
can increase &8 woman's risk of
Dreast cancer. Monday
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By Susan Page
USA TODAY

Thursd®. Is 1o fell almost ev-
eryone he sees how 30Ty he is.

He offered a senes of apoio
| gies 1o Senste Democratic
elliptical words. deep-pocket

midierm prospects dim.

| abled in science. math and

WASHINGTON — Phase One of President
Qinton's srategy for survival,

leaders who may help judge his fate. members
of his Cabinet whom he misied and. using more
poliical contnbu.
fors who are watching the Democrauc Party's

He even relayed hus regrets when he congrat-
ulated a proup invited to the Roosevelt Room of
the Wiute House (0 recene presidential awards
for mendoring minorities. women and the dis-

e engneering
I 1'm quite weil aware that we're starung a 1l

tle late todsy, and | regret that”

By Wewean Law AP
Preises her husbands polcies: President Cinvion and Hitary Rodham Cirtton hesd for 8 Demoosic
funoraser Trarsday g *I'm Proud 10 senoute My hushend end our PresIoen? * she $8d 8t the evert

Clinton’s ‘final campaign’:
Survival through contrition

he began. He

was delaved hy “this process | am going through
of miking 10 people with whom | work and with

on full displsy

COVER STORY

whom § must work m your behall to ask for their
undersianding (and) their forgrvenes™

With his presidency on the
hoe, C!Won and his senior ad-
visers are scrambling 1o 6evise
a stralegy that squeiches spec-

utation about resignation and forestalis an im-
peachment vote in the House, Until recent davs.
there had been an assumption that this cris< —
over a sexudl affar with White lHouse Iniem

Momca Lewinsky and his olleged efforts to cov-

VIOUs ones

er it up — coukt be wealliered like sa mam: pre-

That confidence has tarpety evaporaled
“The Anal campaign. 1 Ruess vou call IL” smys

Please see COVE RSTORY next pege b

By Genine Babakian
USA TODAY

MOSCOW - President Boris
Yelton appointed tus foretgn
mintsier 10 hesd Russia’s gov-
emmen: Thu ending a
two-week political siando!(
with parllamenl! that had
pushed the coumtry's belea-
guered economy lo thebnink

Yevgeny Primakov, who
once headed Russia's spy agen-
cy. was axpecied o be con

Ormed as premier today by the
same Duma. or lower house of

USA SNAPSHOTS®

pariament, that twice had re
jected Yeltsin's Litia) nomtinee

A look at statistics that shape the nation

ln Washington. White House
Mike McCurry said

Eamings by degree

wmuyoyp«wmu -Ime
-OUNG Workers over age 25 m 1893'

)/—Mm Womnen \"-’-
| No hgh schod @oma )mm $17.129 —
Hogh schod Gpiame $4.001 82187 [_,
| Samecolege $40852  $21.170
_amma.w_" $83.902 $ITIN -
Mmrsom ',“ $MM071 saase7 -

$112873  $90.714
¢‘sas.4x $62.169

T v ewma h Ot

Doctorau doqm

the United States “knows and

respeats” Primakov and  ex-
pects a “gocd and close work.
ing relationship™ with htm.

Yeltsin selected Pnmakov
afier his irn choice, Viktor
Chernomyrdin, withdrew in
the face of mounting oppos-
tion from the Communtst fac-
Uon that holds 13} seats in the
40-member Duma.

“l will give up these pow:
ers” Chernomyrdin sald in his
final address to hts Cabinet 1
cannot harm Russia. She is 100
dear to me”’

Under Russia’s Constitution,
a third rejection would have
forced Yelisin to dissolve lhe
Duma and call elections. Law.
makers across the potilicat
SpectTrum welcomed the choice

Yeltsin names a new premier

“Sersibllity prevalled.” sad
Communist Partyv leader Gen-
nadv Zvuganov. He added tha
Primakov Is well known here
and abroad and s capable of
delending Rusuo's Interests.

Yegor Sirovev. speaker of
the upper house of parliament.
said the sppointment would
ease fears of clvil unfes.

It was unclear, though.
whether Primakov coutd halt
Russin's economic plunge

‘The ruble has rumbled more
than 607 stnce the govern-
ment devalued the currency
Aug. 17. That has led to soanng
phces and near-panic buying
for basic goods.

House set to release report

President apologizes

to Cabinet,

USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — President
Qinton took his campaign of
coatritioo lo Cabinet members
and top Senate Democrats
Thusday as moved
\oward the public reiease of In-
depensen!

report

Toe 445page repart will be
publshed oo lhe lnternet as
early as this afternoco.

Toe Republicanded House
Rules Commitiee voted Tows-
day alght lo release tbe report.

appeals by Demo-
crats that Qinioo be allowed to
see It arst,

The resolution to release the
report. approved on 3 voice
vole, goes to he full House for
a final vote fodzy.

SUI} ja question s release of
2,000 pages of supporting mate-
ral such as grand Jury tan
SCpts. voice ond video tapes
and sb reports.

Starr sxys the report contatrs
evidgence that Qlinton commit-

It aiso reportedly Includes
graphic detalls about serual en-
counters between the president
and former Wiute House imem
Mo Lewinsky. Democrat
are awalung I retease with

trepidation

Seelung to block any further
eromion of bis political base,
Qinton met with Senale Deme
crats and nolo@r=< for his ac-
Uons, as he dii the day before
with House lesders.

Later In the day. the presi-
dent m3ads a similar expres
$00 of contition to members
of his Cabinel several of whom
publicly dedared thelr bebef
in Oh::n eight mon(s ago
when be éensed a retatoahip
with Lewinery

Angety on Wall Street over
the political uncertainty In

‘ashingioo conributed to 8
24%-point drop 1o tbe Dow
Jones industria! average
ThurNday,

Starr's report was debvered
to Congress Wednesdsy and re
mained locked up Thursday tn
8 government office bullding

Qinlon's tawmyers, incluamg
private anornev David Kenda)l
and Wblle House counsel
OQaries Rufl, went to Capitol
Hill to discusc the releass sith
House Judiclary chalrman
Henry Hyde, Rll. an¢ the
committee's top Democrat.
John Conyers of Mictugan

Kendajl ts prepartng a rebut-
tal to Sarr's report (hat.also
could be released todmy.

Never in US tustory has 8
president been impeacbed. but
Slarrs prusecutors ssy lhey
hsve found “substiantia) and
credible™ evidence of perjury
and obstrucuon of jusuce relal-
ed to Clinton’s rel

supporters

S RitHC

| » Do we want to
| know?3A

» Judiciary's Hyde
in spotiight. 4A

» Expect a Web
traffic jam, 64

Up-10-the-mmnute news,
enalysss and complele
text of the Slarr report
Mhroughout the weekend
at ‘s yw.usatodawcom

Poll: Clinton
should stay in
office, for now

Most Americans want
President Qlmon (o stay In
office, at leaxt undl they
know more about chasges
being leveled sgainst him
by Independent counsel
Ken Storr.

Only one in tree respon- |
dents — 317¢ — In a USA
TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll
laken Thursday evening
tald President Clinton
should be impeached and
removed from ofice, based
on what they know now
about the Monica Lewinsky
aftalr.

But a majority, 53%, said
Congress should censure |
htin after hearings on the |
report’s charpes. |

Clinton’s job-approval
| ranng i down enly stightly
| from 62 on Sepl ! to 60T
now; 37¢% disapprove of the

he's doing.

Meanwhile. an over-ﬁ
whelming majority, seven
in 10, said they dont want o
know the sexual detalls of
Chiton's  relationship with
Lewinsky, the former

White House intemn |

The poll of 645 adutts bas

an error margin of plusor

minus 4 percentage pornts. |

| » A omoed pubke. 3 |

edpe of the Bndings, fs that
Qinloo odsTucied justice when
he sougdi to Gnd Lewwnsxy a
job, an eflort tha! may bave
been intended (0 persusde her
(0 deny thewr relabansdip Io
ber afidavit in the Paula Jones
seruval harassment case

Tte report also says Clinton
Ued in his testmony Aug |7 be
fore Starrs federa! grand jun
and 1 his depositoa In bt
Jones case Jan. 17. wen be de
nled a sexual relatioaship witt
lhe 254wanold former tatern.

with Lewnnsky.

Starrs bvesygation s con-
tnuing, The Independent coun-
sel's federal grand jury met in
Washingion Toursdsy and &
person with knowledge of the
mafter did not rule out the pos-
sibility of criminal charges
agalns others

Among the most damagng

» A populer choice, 13A

[ the repory ac-
cording lo a lawyer with rnowl-

committed 1)
could warrant impeachment

The White House matatain
that the president ultmstelr
will be cleared.

House leaders sald the re
port would be made avallabls
on ot least three goverumen
web sites: bttp://tbomas.lot
gOV/Icreport,  www house gov
icrepont and SWRSCGESS X
£0V/CONGTESS/|creport.

Northwest, pilots

By David Field
USA TODAY

Northwest Airlmes and Its
pilots union senied a nearly
wo-week-long strike Thursday
night with an agreemen: bre
kered hy the White House alter
$5 hourr of talks

The tentative contract, be-
lieved (0 be lor four years
must be approved by the Alr

e . e bewa 0

Ca a3 G ¢ Lyne: USa TOOAY

Line Pilots Associstion union

leadership, a !?7-member pan-
el. 8t a meeling in Minneapols
Saturday aftermoon.

The 6,130-member union
will remain ofMcally on strike
untll then. said pliot spokes
man Pau! Omodt

Even I approved. Northwest
may not et all its flights oper-
ating aga:n untll at least the
middie of next week

in Conada late Thurxday. Air
Canada ond 2100 striking pr-

reach tentative agreement

lots also reached a tentalive
pact 10 end a mne-day sinke

Few detnils of either seflle
ment were available

Both Omodt and Nufthwest
spokesTnan Jon Austin thanked
Wnihe House Oeputy Counsel
Bruce Lindsex. who flew 1o
Minneapolis Tuesday to spur
the talks

The pact is believed 10 Dhase
Oul & COMentsous lower uage
scaje for newly hired pliots

Northwest's pllols had
agreed o more than $33¢ mil-
1o 1n pay and work rule con-
cessions 1n 1993 tu help the au-
line rvert bankruptcy

Getung retroactive pav wae
a key demand. and the pilos
wiil get it in both cash and
Northwes! shares, according to
saurces famihar with the pact

The tuo sides were veny
close on |he amount of future
pm' rarses The Dpilots were

seeking a 147 increase ove
Ihsee years, while Northwer
oftered 9% over four years

The stnke was the longe
against a US avune sinc
1469, when 8 mactunrsss” stril
led 10 the collapse of Easier
Arhnes

Northwest had lald o
27.877 full-ume workers ar
$67 part-lime emplovees

» Chalienges remain. 3B
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"The Other Clinton

In !'affaire Lewinsky, Hillary Clin-
ton is obviously a woman wronged, all
the more so if you watch soap opera
news. Andrea Mitchell of NBC reports
that Mrs. Clinton copes well with her
husband’s behavior because she is
‘‘deeply religious” and “incredibly an-
gry” at Kenneth Starr. CBS's Eric En-
‘gberg rhapsodizes that this is “not just
a political thunderclap, but a family
tragedy.”

Mrs. Clinton in fact is the leading
symbol of the problem of a bill of im-
peachment focusing on sexual behav-
ior and the ensuing coverup, no mat-
ter how carefully documented. This
emphasis on the personal obscures the
systemic nature of the Clinton
coverups, indeed, the Clinton mode of
governance. It is probably too much to
expect that the soaps would recall that
She, not he, turned the $100,000 com-
modities strike back in 1978 under the
tutelage of Jim Blair of Tyson Foods.
The statute of limitations had expired
by the time this bribe was disclosed,
but it also happens that Mrs. Clinton is
smack in the middle of some other, un-
fulfilled items of Mr. Starr’s mandate.

The mandate started with the orig-
inal Whitewater-Madison Guaranty
land deals, over which Mr. Starr has
already convicted Jim and Susan Mc-
Dougal and former Arkansas Gover-
fior Jim Guy Tucker. Mrs. Clinton's
‘work at the Rose Law Firm covered a
deal called Castle Grande; the Resolu-
tion Trust Corp. concluded that the
Castle Grande deal was a “sham
transaction” designed to conceal

‘Madison's ownership. The Rose
billing records from the firm were un-
der subpoena for two years before
they miraculously appeared on a cof-
fee table in a room at the White House.
Fed up, Mr. Starr summoned Mrs.
Clinton in January 1996 to a Washing-
ton grand jury for an explanation. It
also happens that in September 1996,
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
-concluded that a document drafted by

—— NEW b—

Clinton Scandals Collected
“A Journal Briefing—Whitewater”
—Vol. IV is available for $16.95 plus
shipping. All four volumes for $50.95.
Poster for $12.

To order, call 1-800-635-8349 Ext. 60

Mrs. Clinton had been used by Mc-
Dougal’'s Madison S&L “to deceive
federal bank examiners.”

Mr. Starr has determined that
deputy White House counsel Vincent
Foster died by his own hand at Fort
Marcy Park in July 1993, but the probe
into the aftermath of the death re-
mains open. Mrs. Clinton played a key
role in limiting access by federal in-
vestigators to Mr. Foster’s office, and
her chief of staff, Maggie Williams,
was seen leaving the area with an
armful of folders. A year later, in the
face of media and Congressional pres-
sure, the White House revealed that
Whitewater files removed from Mr.
Foster's office had been kept at the
personal residence for five days before

T being turned over
to the Clintons' per-
sonal attorneys.

! Mr. Starr’s
W | mandate also in-
a8l cludes the misuse
s }, of FBI files, a sub-
(&) ject covered in the
-, Sixth deposition of
Y= Mrs. Clinton by Mr.
; Starr's  investiga-
Sl tors last April. And
Hillary Clinton finally, Mr. Starr is
supposed to report on the Travel Office
firings. A 1993 memo by then-White
House director of administration
David Watkins directly contradicting
Mrs. Clinton surfaced during a House
investigation. Vincent Foster “regu-
larly informed me that the First Lady
was concerned and desired action-
the action desired was the firing of the
Travel Office staff.” The Watkins
memo was discovered after White
House lawyers had submitted an April
1994 statement on behalf of Mrs. Clin-
ton saying she “does not know the ori-
gin of the decision to remove the White
House Travel Office employees."

Mr. Starr's grand juries, where the
matters above have been vetted, were
meeting yesterday, indicating that in-
vestigation of the balance of his man-
date goes forward. It is of course ask-
ing a lot for Mr. Starr to get some clear
deposition of the issues concerning not
only the President but the First Lady.
But if he fails to do so. we doubt that
justice will have heen served or the
public adequately informed about how
its government has been run.
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ONE DOLLAR

Yeltsin Bows to Pressure;
Picks Compromise Figure

Primakov Praised by Wide Range of Politiciaps

By CELESTINE DOHLEN

MOSCOW. Sept. 10 — Bowing out
ol a conlr with his embold
ened opposition, President Boris N
Yeltsin today named Forelgn Minis-
ter Yevgeny M. Primakov, architect
of Russia’s hard-line foretgn policy.
as his compromise candidate to lead
a new Government as Prime Minlis-
ter.

The nomination of Mr. Primaokov,
a veteran dipiomal and spymaster. a
cool-headed survivor (rom the Sovtet
era who has stayed above Russta’s
political battles, was instantly wel-
comed by a wide range of political
leaders. including the Communists.
Mr. Yeltstn's most unrelenting foes.

his opponents to the wall. using all
his political powers (rom artful co-
loling to outright force to submit
them to his will

With his authority in tatters and
the country heading (or an economic
depression, Mr. Yeltsin and his dwin-
ditng team ol advisers chose to side-
step a coilision course with the oppo-
sition-dominated lower house by
turning away from his first choice
for the job. former Prime Minister
Viktor S, Chernomyrdin.

Mr. Yeltsin, who has not deen seen
in public since President Clinion left
Moscow a weck ago. has not come
forward with an explanation of his
latest for Prime

A vote on Mr, Primakov's i
tion is scheduted for Friday. a sign
that his confirmation Is all but as-
sured.

Mr. Primakov's nomination was
seen as a rare and telling concesslon
from Mr Yeitsin, who has in hts
seven years in power usually pushed

i

S
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A NEw nominge Prime Minister-
designate Yevgeny M. Primakov.
atthe Vremiin vestrday. it & Vet
eran diplomat Page A6,

Crucial quesuons remain lboul
the poll and

policies of a Primakov Government
that after aday of political hints and
haggling began to look like a coall-
tion effort, Stiit, admirers described
Mr, Primakov as an experienced but
neutral player who will be able to
withstand powerful political lobbles
and heed pragmatic, even politically
unpopular. advice.

Skeptics sald Mr. Primakov, who
has no background In economtc man-
agement, would be hard pressed to
find a formula that will allow him to
keep his job as weil as steer the
country out of tts economic crisis. At
best, the skeplecs said, his will be a

caretaker Government. charged
with leading the country to early
parl y ond presid elec.
tions

Mr. Primakov. a Middle East ex-
pert who begon his career as a jour-
nalist and briefly headed the tntelli-
gence sentce, kept 3 low profile to-
doy. continuing his duties as Foreign
Mtntster

The (irst tndication of his policies
will be seen on Friday, when he ad-
dresses the Parllament (n the Inte
afternoon, after s day of consulta-
tions. He 1s not expected to name a
Cabinet before the vote.

A spokesman (or the Kremlin sawd |

Continued on Page AS

Northwest and Pilots Union Gain
Tentative Accord in Labor Fight

By LAURENCE ZUCKERMAN

Negottators for Northwest Airlines
and Its pilots union reached a renta-
tive agreement vesterday (o settle a
13-day strike that has disrupted trav-
el In the Midwest and Soulh

On n day when most of the focur in
Washington wvas on the politicnl dif(i-
culises facing President Chinton, he
announced the breakthrough person-
ally n an evening statemen: to re-
porters on the White House lawn

1 thunk the strike i1sover.” he said

Flanked by his wile, Hillary', and
Transportafion Secretary llodne) E
Slater, Mr. Chnton praised the icad-
ers ot Northweest and the Air Line
Pilots Associatton and thunked the
members of hts Administiration, -
cluding Bruce Lindscy. the White
House deputy counsel who was in-
ctrumenial 1n bringlng about the s21-
tiement

*] know there are a lo! of people
who depend o Northwest who are
relieved tomght.” Mr. Chnton said

But Northwest would not begin fiv-
tng agaln untll the union has accep!-
ed the pact In a released

tive agreement untll the pliots’ exec-
utive councll took acuon on (L

The Northwest pilots atrlke has
been the longest against an airline
since 198y, when machtnists shut
down Eastern Airlines All of North-
west's nearlv 1,700 (lights have been
groundied. sharply reducing air trav-
el in Northwest's hub airports n
Detroil, Minneapolis and Memphts
and the surrounding regions, where
the airline was dominant

One of the hardest hit states hos
been North Dakota. which depends
on Northwest (or viriually atl of Its
arr service. But in cities like Detrott
and Minneapolis. the disruption from
the strike was less than many' people
had expected Other atrlines added
flights to the ciiyes, businesses made
other arrangements, and people sim-

Canuinuedon Page Al¢

STARR REPORT IS SAID TO CLAIN
PERJURY AND ABUSE OF PUOWER
BYPRESIDENT INLEWINSKY CASE

First Lady Backs President
As He Appeals for Absolution

By JAMES BENNET

WASHINGTON, 3ept. 10— HlVary
Rodham Clinton declared her pride
and admiratkon for her husband to-
night alier President Clinton spent
much of theday 1aking himsell to the
‘woodshed, oflerina emotional apalo-
gies to senators and Cobiner secre-
taries for misleading them over his
relationshtp with Monica S. Lewin-
sky.

Appearing with the President at a
gatheringol Democratic donors here
tonight, Mrs. Clinton gave him a
rousing mtroduction. saying he had
“given (attb again to people ail over
our country that the American
dream can mean what it should
mean.” She praised his "'unreienting
determunation to do what ts best for
America”

The President hugged her as he
stepped to the lectern, and, beaming.
she patied his back

] can onlv hope you know what
1'm (eeling, for you and for my wile
ond for my country,” Mr Clinton
said "'l think you do, and ] thank you
more than vou can possibly know.**

Mrs Clinton's spokesman said (o~
day thatthe First Lady “'stresses her
support, her fove and her forgive-
ness” for her husband. Previous

statements expresscd love and sup-
porL. but this was the firsi to use the

| word (orgiveness.

INSIDE

after the President's commeuts, the
pilots union sald its 17-member gov.
eming muster executive counci
would meet :n Minneapolis on Satur-
dzy to decide whether 10 approve the
agreement. Until then. the pilots w:ill
remamn on strike, It added The air-
Line has satd it will take & to 10 days
after the pllots agree to return to
work belore the airline can resume
s full schedute

Northwest and the union said they
would not release detalls of the tenta-

fran Issues Waming
To Afghan Leaders

Iran sa\d 1t would hold the militant
Taltban movement that controls
most of neighborlng Afrhaniitan re-
spons(ble (or the deaihs of nine Irani-
an diplomats whose bodies vere re-
covered there vesterday,

The Taliban said the Iranians had
been killed by renegade (orces But
Iran. which had responded to the
diplomats’ disappearance with a nip-
1or military butldup on the border,
$2!d 1t reserved “the right to detend
the security of Its citizens ™
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Scientists Mey Kave Found
£ Way to Eliminate E. Coli

Scientists have found thal a simple
change 1 the diet of cartle awaiting
slaughier may be » way of eliminat.
ing strains of E, coll bacteria that
hnve uuud scorts of deaths and
s of
undercooked hlmbur:en Page Al2

Campaign Measure Dies

Unabie to muster enough votes to
siop a Republican filibuster. the Sen-
ate has effectively killed (or this year
fegisiation approved overwhelming-
ly by the House to change the wny
the country finances political cam-
paigns Page A l4.

Court to Hear Census Case

The Supreme Court. tn an usually
speedy decision, has agreed to hear
the Clinton Admtnistration's appeal
of a ruling last month thai barred the
use of statisticnl sampling In the 2000
census. Page Al4

Austrie Nioves on Looted Art

Ministers of the Austrian Govern-
ment sent adraft law on the restitu-

Another Tumble

Stocks ueepened 181 siide
with ine Dov, Jones ingustrial
average 1ailing 249 48 pownis
or 3 17 percenl The Dow has
now (adien 18 4 percent ance
us July 17 pear

Buainess Day,pege C1.

8,800 DOW JOHES RIDUSTRIALS

Yeslerday s close
7615

Down 244 48

Sept
Sace Brope varmaon Sysems

Aug

The Mew York Timed

News Summary A2
Business Day Ci-ie
Editorial, Op-Ed A26.27

As Mt. Thimton waped 2 tampmgn
of conirition for the second day to
shore up support (or his Presidency,
his atdes braced for the disclosureon
Friday of the p s’ report

hl‘m'm\-l“—l
President Clinton received an ovation last night from people attending a gathering of the Democratic Business
Council at the Mayflower Hotel in Wash:ngton. Mr. Clinton and his wile, Hillary, chatted durmg the applause.

Onlnitial Focus
Of the Inquiry,
Mostly Silence

Ry STEPHEN LABATON

WASHINGTON. Sept )0 — The
report to Congress Irom the inde-

about his relationship with Ms. Lew.
Insky. They' had deen smuned when
Kenneth W Starr, the Whilewnler
Indcpendont counsed, abruptly deliv.
ered his (indings to Conpress on
Wednesday. The White House plans
to hire two to three people In the next
several days to help manage the
procecdings on the Hill aides said

Described as closc 10 tears. the
Presiden! promtsed Senate Demo-
crats earlter today that he would do
allbbe could to rebuild thesr trst and
assured them thai no more nasty
surprises awaited them about his
persomal conduct

“Bllt Chinton is 1n somc consider-
able personal pain’ smd Senator
Robert G. Torricell). one af the Dem-
ocrats.

The Presidenl sat down with his
Cabinet sccretaries late this: after-
noon for thelr lirsr meeting stnce
Jan_ 23. when he had pssurced them
that he had not hnd a liaison with Ms
Lewinsky’,

Alter that meeting. (our of the sec-
relariesmarchedoutside, and steak-
ing to ielevision cameras. declared
that they believed him Mr. Ciinton
didnot directly’ refer to that previous
meeting. pariicipants said.

Some secretaries quoted Scripture
and most were supportve though
crttical of his behavior, participants
said. One person who was present |
said Donno E Shatala, the Secretary |
of Health and Human Ser\ices. had |
told Mr. Clinton that she was ap.

Continued on Page A16

counsel, whoze inquiry be-
Ran four years ago with an examina-
tion nf a complicated land dcal called
Whilewater and extended to investi-
gatloms tnvolving the White Houss
travel office and the Administra-
tion's use of F.B.I files, finds no
oflense by President Clinton in any
of those areas that would merit Im-
peachment. lawyers with knowledge
of the report's conteni saxd today.

The report, the lawyers aald, does
draw paraliets between the conduct
of the Presidicnt and his advisers in
the Lewinsky episode and thelr rote
in some Arkansas aspecis ol the in-
quiry’. Indeed, 1t was the argument of
the Indcpendent counsel, Kennett w.
Siarr, that there were such parallels
that gatned htm jurisdiction eight
months ago to investigate a Nossiblc
cover-up of Mr Clinton's relntion.
ship with Monica S Lewinsky

But the report's sccuon on im-
peachment charges — obstructioa of
justice, perjury, witness tasmpering
and abuse of power — is grounded
solcly’ in the Clinton-Lewinsky rela-
tionshlp and the President's re-
spanse (o questions about it raised In
a ctyll suil. the lawyers said

Allles of Mr_Siarr ssid 10d3y that
the fact that the report was largely
stient on the (irsit three vears of his
inquiry, before the Lewinsky' matier
was taken up. meant tha! the pros:
ecutors had discovered no impeach-
able offenses in arcas long unde:
Investigatton by buth him and his
predecessor as Whitewater Inde-

Continued on Pafe AlS

RELEASE DUE TODAY

Other Areas of 4-Year
Inquiry Said to Find
No Acts to Impeach

By DON VAN NATTA Jr.

WASHINGTON, Sept 10 — The
reportsent to Congress by the White-
water independent counsel. Kenneth
W Starr. contends lhat evidence
shows President Clinton committed
perjury, obstructed justice. tam-
pered with witnesses and abusel the
power of his office in trying 10 cover
up an affair with Monico S. Lewin.
sky. lawyers familior with the rcport
said today.

Mr. Starr's 445.page report. how-
ever, lists no impenchable offenses
arising (rom the majority ot PMr
Starr’s four-year-old tnquiry on such
matters 3s the falled \Vhuewater
land deal, the alleged misuse of
F B 1 files or the alleged cuverup In
the White House travel olfice matter
Lawyers did say the report draws
parallels between the White House
conduct in the Lewinsky inquiry xuw
elforts, they say, that were made
during the Whitewater Inquiry to
cover up what actually happened.

The report osserts that Mr. Clinton
Ited during hts civil deposition in the
Paula Corbtn Innes sexital miscon-
duct lawsuit In Yumary and dunng
his grand jury testintony Inst month
from the White Hnuse, the three -
yers, who wnsisted on anvaymity,
sald.

In a 140-page sec'unn that outlines
A ..‘ use g -»..nm- a..---».u.-...
of exual enceuniers to try to contra-
dict Mr. Cltnton's monthis-long densa)
ol his relattonship with Ms. Lewin-
sk¥, They aiso accuse Mr Clinion of
abusing the power of his office by

Government resourcea (o al-
lempt 10 thwart M. Starr's Inquiry
for seven months, the lawyers said
Abuse of pawer \was one of the Im-
peachment couits leveled Bfainst
President Richard M. Nixon in 1974

That section also outlines Mr
Starrs contention that the President
lied to Government lawyers and sen-
tor aldes, who then denied to the
public and the grand jury that Mr
Ctinton had an tnappropriate or sm-
proper relattonship with Ms. L.cwin-
sky., the 2S.vear<old former White
House intern. Prosecutors advance
the argument thai the President
knowingly allowed several sentor
aitdes and friends to make misrepre-
senlations (0 (he grand jury, one
Iawyer satd And, the lawyers said
prosecutors are alsn critical of the
privilege clatms filed by Goversn-
men: lawvers to trv to block the
grand jury tesumony of Whiic House
ajdes and lav'vers

Prosecutors alss give detalls that
they say show' hov: M1. Clinton tried
to Influence the testimony of Ms
Lewinsky and his personal secre-
tary They alsoinclude evidence that
they say demanstrates that he ol-
structed lustice through trstng to
help Ms Lewinsky {ind a job and
retrieve gifts that had been subpue
naed tn the Jone: case

The long-awaited report, which tht
House of Represcniaisves plans te
post on the Iniernet on Fridav. is ' ¢
damaging narrative that rends like ¢

Contimuedaon Page AlS

Feuds Erupt in Congress Quer Detatls of Releasc

By ALISON MITCHELL

WASHINGTON,Sept. 10—As Con-
gress prepared to make public the
44S-pape Impeachment report by the
Whitewater Independent counsel,
Democrats and Republicans began
testily jockeving 10d3y over the de-
tajls of releasing and reviewing the
materials that could endanger the
Clinton Prestdency

Congressional leaders stitl spoke
of decorum and bipartisanship. But
feuding quickly erunted as Republi
cans rebuffed elforts by Clinton
aides (0 win even one hour for the
President and his lawyer to review
the report before It is posted on the
Internet

Tonight, In a party-line vole, the
Republican<controlied House Rules
Committec defeated a Democratic
elfort to give Mr Clinton 48 hours to
aee the charges against hm By

tion of art confiscated by the finzisto Ipternational A3-10
Parliament and said they expected Nationa! Al2-20
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volice vote, It then sent to the full
House & resolution to allow immedi-
ate dissemination of the report by
the Whitewater independen: counsel,
Kenneth W. Starr, concerning the
President’s extramarital relathon-
shtp with Monica S, Lewinsky

The House Is expecied to pass the
measure easily on Friday. despile
the qualms of some Democrats And
within hours of the House vote, Re-
publican Jeaders plan to post lhe
report on the Internet, before Con-
Rress has seen it and with no scrutiny
or editing of the most graphic detalls
of Mr. Chnton‘sliaison with Ms Lew-
insky. The step will give the Amerl.
can public an extraordinary cyber-
space look at jusi what Mr, Starr
considers *‘substantial and credible*
evidence that could lead to Mr. Chn-
ton's Impeachment

Democrats prolested al) day thot
such hasty disclosure was unfair to
the President and irresponsible

"The llouse of Representaiives s
not the U.S Postal Service,” Repre-
sentative John Cony'ers Jr the sen-
wor Democraion the Judiciary Com-

mittee, protested tn a h2aring held by
the Rules Committec **We are not c
deliv svstem for Kenneth W
Starr.****We cannot. we ought not. we
sliould not, release anything to any:
dody unless we know whiat It Is we
are releasing.’’ Mr. Converrs sail

Representative Henrv' J Hyde, the
chairman of the Judiciary' Commii
tee, told the Rules Commitiee tha'
1t Is important thai the Americar
people learn the [acts.””

Mr Hyde, whose commttiee wil
oversee any' tmpeachmen! laquiry
was comlortable releasing M:
Sterr’s report but smd that 2000
pages o backup materia! and boxes
of grand jury iesumony. videotapes
and audio tapes needed to be
screened to protect innazent parties

Under the resolution setit to the
House, those materials would be put
under the jurisdicticn of the Judicia-
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RELEASE DUE TODAY

Other Areas of 4-Year
Inquiry Said to Find
NoActs to Impeach

By DON VAN NATTA Jr.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 — The
report sent to Congress by the White-
water independent counsel, Kenneth
W. Starr, contends that evidence
shows President Clinton committed
perjury, obstructed justice, tam-
pered with witnesses and abused the
power of his office in trying to cover
up an affair with Monica S. Lewin-
sky, lawyers familiar with the report
said today. B

Mr. Starr’s 445-page report, how-
ever, lists no impeachable offenses
arising from the majority of Mr.
Starr’s four-year-old inquiry on such
matters as the failed Whitewater
land deal, the alleged misuse of
F.B.1. files or the alleged coverup in
the White House travel office matter.
Lawyers did say the report draws
parallels between the White House
conduct in the Lewinsky inquiry and
efforts, they say, that were made
during the Whitewater inquiry to
cover up what actually happened.

The report asserts that Mr. Clinton
lied during his civil deposition in the
Paula Corbin Jones sexual miscon-
duct lawsuit in January and during
his grand jury testimony last month
from the White House, the three law-
yers, who insisted .on anonymity,
said.

In a 140-page section that outlines
possible grounds for impeachment,
prosecutors use graphic descriptions
of sexual encounters totry tocontra-
dict Mr. Clinton’s months-long denial
of his relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky. They also accuse Mr. Clinton of
abusing the power of his office by
using Government resources to at-
tempt to thwart Mr. Starr's inquiry
for seven months, the lawyers said.
Abuse of power was one of the im-
peachment counts leveled against
President Richard M. Nixon in 1974.

That section also outlines Mr.
Starr’s contention that the President
lied to Government lawyers and sen-
jor aides, who then denied to the
public and the grand jury that Mr.
Clinton had an inappropriate or im-
proper relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky, the 25-year-old former White
House intern. Prosecutors advance
the argument that the President
knowingly allowed several senior
aides and friends to make misrepre-
sentations to the grand jury, one
lawyer said. And, the lawyers said,
prosecutors are also critical of the
privilege claims filed by Govern-
ment lawyers to try to block the

_grand jury testimony of White House
aides and lawyers.

- “Prosecutors aiso give details that

they say show how Mr. Clinton tried |
to influence the testimony of Ms.
Lewinsky and his personal secre-
tary. They also include evidence that
they say demonstrates that he ob-
structed justice through trying to
help Ms. Lewinsky find a job and
retrieve gifts that had been subpoe-
naed in the Jones case.

The long-awaited report, which the
House of Representatives plans to
post on the Internet on Friday, is ‘‘a
damaging narrative that reads like a

Continued on Page Al9
Continued From Page Al

novel,” one of the lawyers said. ‘It
accuses the President of lying and
obstructing, over and over.”

*The report culminated an investi-
gation into Mr. Clinton that began on
Jan. 12, 1994, under Robert B. Fiske
Jr., and then continued later that
year under Mr. Starr.

During a meeting with Senate
Democrats at the White House, Mr.
Clinton assured them they would find
‘‘no surprises’’ in Mr. Starr’s report.

David E. Kendall, the President’s
lawyer, said today that the report
was nothing more than a collection of
prosecutors’ ‘‘contentions, claims
and allegations and we look forward
to the chance to rebut them."

A copy of the report was not made
available to The New York Times,

. but the shape and scope of the report

were described in interviews today
with the three lawyers.

The referral to Congress does not
conclude Mr. Starr’s criminal inqui-
ry. Mr. Starr’s prosecutors have
grand juries still active, which
might pursue criminal charges
against Presidential aides whose ac-
tions are seen by prosecutors as aid-
ing a White House abuse of power.

The foundation of the obstruction
of justice part of the report is the
allegation that Mr. Clinton played a
pivotal role in an attempt by his
friend, Vernon E. Jordan Jr,, to find
Ms. Lewinsky a job in the private
sector last December, the lawyers
said. The report also lays out a case
that the President played a role in
Ms. Lewinsky’s decision to return
several Presidential gifts, which had
been sought by a subpoena from Ms.
Jones’s lawyers, they said.

Both actions were intended to keep
Ms. Lewinsky from telling the truth
to the Jones lawyers, the prosecu-
tors contend.

In his grand jury testimony, Mr.

A long-awaited
report that one
lawyer says ‘reads
like a novel.’

Clinton denied that he had sought to
help Ms. Lewinsky secure a job or

| retrieve the gifts, his allies have said.

The report also gives details of a
meeting between Mr. Clinton and his
secretary, Betty Currie, at the White
House on Sunday, Jan. 18, the day
after Mr. Clinton was asked a series
of questions about Ms. Lewinsky in

" .the Jones case, a lawyer said.

In February, a White House offi-
cial dismissed the Currie meeting as
an effort by the President to *‘refresh
his recollection’ about Ms. Lewin-
sky’'s visits and other matters. The
report attests that Mr. Clinton asked
Mrs. Currie questions to try to influ-
ence her as a potential witness in the
Jones case, the lawyer said.

Prosecutors contend that Mr. Clin-
ton also tried to interfere with the
Jones lawsuit as early as the sum-
mer of 1997, the lawyers said. In May"
1997, the Supreme Court ruled, unan-
imously, that the Jones lawsuit
would proceed while Mr. Clinton was
in office. Within a week, Ms. Jones’
lawyers had said they would attempt
to interview under oath other women
linked to Mr. Clinton.

That summer, the report says, Mr.
Clinton asked Ms. Lewinsky to keep
their relationship secret. That re-
quest came six months before she
was subpoenaed in the Jones case,
the lawyer said. At a White House
meeting in mid-July, the lawyer said,
Mr. Clinton also encouraged Ms.
Lewinsky to urge her friend and an-
other potential witness, Linda R.
Tripp, to stay silent about a White
House volunteer, Kathleen E. Willey,
who said she resisted an unwanted
sexual advance from the President
just outside the Oval Office. Ms.
Tripp bumped into Ms. Willey short-
ly after the alleged encounter.

In the 140-page section that lays
out the grounds for possible im-
peachment proceedings, there are
several ‘‘salacious and detailed’ ref-
erences to sexual encounters be-
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Feuds Erupt in Con_gréss Over Details of Release

A\

By ALISON MITCHELL

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 — As Con-
gress prepared to make public the
445-page impeachment report by the
Whitewater independent
Democrats and Republicans began
testily jockeying today over the de-
tails of releasing and reviewing the
materials that could endanger the
Clinton Presidency.

Congressional leaders still spoke
of decorum and bipartisanship. But
feuding quickly erupted as Republi-
cans rebuffed efforts by Clinton
aides to win even one hour for the
President and his lawyer to review
the report before it is posted on the
Internet.

Tonight, in a party-line vote, the
Republican-controlled House Rules
Committee defeated a Democratic
effort to give Mr. Clinton 48 hours to
see the charges against him. By

voice vote, it then sent to the full
House a resolution to allow immed;-
ate dissemination of the report by
the Whitewater independent counsel,
Kenneth W. Starr, concerning the
President’s extramarital relation.
ship with Monica S. Lewinsky.

The House is expected to pass the
measure easily on Friday, despite
the qualms of some Democrats. And
within hours of the House vote, Re-
publican leaders plan to post the
report on the Internet, before Con-
gress has seen it and with no scrutiny
or editing of the most graphic details
of Mr. Clinton’s liaison with Ms. Lew-
insky. The step will give the Ameri-
can public an extraordinary cyber-
space look at just what Mr. Starr
considers ‘‘substantial and credible*’
evidence that could lead to Mr. Clin-
ton’'s impeachment.

Democrats protested all day that
such hasty disclosure was unfair to
the President and irresponsible.

““The House of Representatives is
not the U.S. Postal Service,” Repre-
sentative John Conyers Jr., the sen-
for Democrat on the Judiciary Com-

mittee, protested in a hearing held by
the Rules Committee. **We are not a
delivery system for Kenneth W.
Starr.” *‘We cannot, we ought not, we
should not, release anything to any-
body unless we know what it is we
are releasing,”” Mr. Conyers said.

Representative Henry J. Hyde, the
chairman of the Judiciary Commit-
tee, told the Rules Committee that
“it is important that the American
people learn the facts.”

Mr. Hyde, whose committee will
oversee any impeachment inquiry,
was comfortable releasing Mr.
Starr's report but said that 2,000
pages of backup material and boxes
of grand jury testimony, videotapes
and audio tapes needed to be
screened to protect innocent parties.

Under the resolution sent to the
House, those materials would be put

under the jurisdiction of the Judicia-
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ry Committee for review, to be re-
feased publicly on Sept. 28, unless the
committee decides to hold them back
or edit information.

Tensions ran high in the House,
particularly among Democrats, as it
faced the possibility of impeachment
proceedings for the first time since
1974, when President Richard M.
Nixon resigned because of the Wa-
tergate scandal. And Senate Demo-

| cratic leaders who journeyed to the

White House this morning to see the
President were painfully blunt with
him. Senator Bob Kerrey, Democrat
of Nebraska, told Mr. Clinton that it
was possible he could be impeached
if the public turned on him, said a
person who attended the meeting.

In a sign of the pressures felt by
Democrats worrying about whether
the scandal will affect their election
prospects, Democratic leaders said
that they expected many party mem-
bers to vote for disclosure of Mr.
Starr's report on Friday despite
their qualms. A few Democrats were
among the voices calling for swift
disclosure, hoping to get the worst
behind them quickly.

House Democrats caucused be-
hind closed doors this morning, with

party leaders trying to assure them
that they were not facing a rout at
the polls in November and that they
had to focus on their strengths, like
their positions on Social Security,
education and health maintenance
organizations.

But Representative Richard A.
Gephardt, the House minority lead-
er, emphasized to his party’s mem-

' bers that the President's standing in
the polls should not affect any deci-
sion on impeachment proceedings.

Several Democrats said Mr. Gep-
hardt told them that if the President
had a 100 percent poll rating but
evidence indicated an impeachable
offense, he should face the judgment
of Congress.

As the public learns the details of
Mr. Starr's report over the weekend,
the Democratic reaction will be cru-
cial for Mr. Clinton. The House cau-
cus was divided between those who
were protesting that Mr. Clinton was
not being allowed to see the accusa-
tions against him and those who fo-
cused on what is expected to come in
the report.

Representative James Moran,
Democrat of Virginia, said that some
in the caucus had said the Presi-
dent's welfare should be a priority.
But Mr. Moran said, ‘‘The Demo-
crats are in minority, and this is a

Ehe New

train heading downhill without a
brake on it."’

Accusing White House aides of fo-

cusing on trying to avoid charges
against the President, Mr. Moran
said: ““It’s not a matter of beating
charges. it's a matter of restoring
the moral authority of the Presiden-
cy.”
But other Democrats protested the
Republicans’ refusal to give Mr.
Clinton an early look at Mr. Starr's
report, noting that when Speaker
Newt Gingrich was censured by the
House on ethics charges, he was al-
lowed to review the report against
him.

“They gave Gingrich a week to
look at it and respond to it said
Representative Jerrold Nadler, a
Manhattan Democrat on the Judicia-
ry Committee. “The President is
asking for two days."”

At midday, Mr. Clinton’s private
lawyer, David E. Kendall, Charles
F.C. Ruff, the White House counsel,
and John D. Podesta, the deputy
chief of staff, met with Mr. Hyde.
Both sides called the session cordial.
But a Judiciary committee aide, who
insisted on anonymity, said Mr. Hyde
refused their request for 48 hours to
review the report in advance and
then refused to give them even an
hour.

For much of the day, Republicans
and Democrats looked for legal prec-
edents to bolster their arguments
ahout how to proceed. Never before
has a report accusing the President
of impeachable offenses come before
Congress under the 20-year-old law
authorizing independent counsels.

Mr. Gingrich, in an appearance on
CNN, said that a review of a special
prosecutor’s report before its re-
lease had ‘‘never been done hefore.'
He said he would allow Mr. Clinton's
lawyer to post Mr. Clinton’s response
to Mr. Starr's report on a House
Internet site.

Asked in the interview whether
Mr. Clinton should resign, the Speak-
er said: I think only the President
can answer that. He knows in his
heart what the facts are."”

With the House now required to
decide whether to open the first im-
peachment proceedings against a
President since the Watergate scan-
dal, Mr. Gingrich reminded mem-
bers of House rules that forbid per-
sonally derogative remarks about
the President.

‘‘Members engaging in debate
must abstain from language that is
personally offensive toward the
President, including references to
various types of unethical behavior,"
he said, citing House rules.

Nork Eimes
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First Lady Backs President
AsHe Appealsfor Absolution

A

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 — Hillary
Rodham Clinton declared her pride
and admiration for her husband to-
night after President Clinton spent
much of the day taking himself to the
woodshed, offering emotional apolo-
gies to scnaters and Cahinet secre-
taries for misleading them over his
relationship with Monica S. Lewin-
sky.

Appearing with the President at a
gathering of Democratic donors here
tonight, Mrs. Clinton gave him a
rousing introduction, saying he had
“given faith again to people all over
our country that the American
dream can mean what it should
mean.” She praised his *‘unrelenting
determination to do what is best for
America.”

The President hugged her as he

stepped to the lectern, and, beaming,
she patted his back.

“I can only hope you know what
I'm feeling, for you and for my wife
and for my country,’” Mr. Clinton
said. *“I think you do, and I thank you
more than you can possibly know."”

Mrs. Clinton’s spokesman said to-
day that the First Lady ‘'stresses her
support, her love and her forgive-
ness” for her husband. Previous
statements expressed love and sup-
port, but this was the first to use the
word forgiveness.

As Mr. Clinton waged a campaign
of contrition for the second day to
shore up support for his Presidency.
his aides braced for the disclosure on
Friday of the prosecutors' report
about his relationship with Ms. Lew-
insky. They had been stunned when
Kenneth W. Starr, the Whitewater
independent counsel, abruptly deliv-
ered his findings to Congress on
Wednesday. The White House plans
to hire two to three people in the next
several days to help manage the
proceedings on the Hill, aides said.

Described as close to tears, the
President promised Senate Demo-
crats earlier today that he would do
all he could to rebuild their trust and
assured them that no more nasty
surprises awaited them about his
personal conduct.

*Bill Clinton is in some consider-
able personal pain,"” said Senator
Robert G. Torricelli, one of the Dem-
ocrats.

The President sat down with his
Cabinet secretaries late this after-
noon for their first meeting since
Jan. 23, when he had assured them
that he had not had a liaison with Ms.
Lewinsky.

After that meeting, four of the sec-
retaries marched outside, and speak-
ing to television cameras, declared
that they believed him. Mr. Clinton
did not directly refer to that previous
meeting, participants said.

Some secretaries quoted Scripture
and most were supportive though
critical of his behavior, participants
said. One person who was present
said Donna E. Shalala, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, had
told Mr. Clinton that she was ap-

Continued on Page Al8
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palled by his relationship with Ms.
Lewinsky, though she said she still
supported him and his policies.

Andrew M. Cuomo, the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development,
said Mr. Clinton, ‘‘apologized and
said that he owes this group a special
obligation because they have done so
much for him. He said he considered
us like family.”

Madeleine K. Albright, the Secre-
tary of State, described the meeting
as '‘very sober and very moving."
She had emerged from the meeting
in January to say, ‘I believe the
allegations are completely untrue.”
Tonight, she said she told Mr. Clinton
that this was a ‘'sad and difficult
time." She said she accepted his
apology and did not express any frus-
tration at having defended him pub-
licly before. *'I don’t have that feel-
ing,”" she said.

Mrs. Albright and the three others
who appeared before the cameras in
January did not do so again today.
Instead, her aides offered her for
brief interviews later. One of those
four, Commerce Secretary William
Daley, did not attend the meeting.
White House aides said he had a
conflict out of town.

One participant said that some
secretaries left the meeting still an-
gry. "Different people were in differ-
ent places,” this Cabinet secretary
said. speaking on condition of ano-
nymity. ‘‘Some remained judgmen-
tal.”

The Cabinet meeting followed a
session late this morning with Senate
Democrats, a replay of a meeting
Mr. Clinton held Wednesday morning
with Congressional Democrats in the
same room, the Yellow Oval Room of
the White House residence.

After just two days, such meetings
have taken on a ritualistic quality.
White House aides and senators said
the President apologized and said he
would do all he could to win back the
senators’ trust, he absorbed their

criticisms and anger, and he tried to
allay their fretting over the possibili-
ty of more damaging disclosures.

But the senators warned Mr. Clin-
ton that impeachment was a possibil-
ity. Senator Bob Kerrey of Nebraska
told Mr. Clinton that he was now
facing a political rather than a legal
process, one person who was present
said. The House would follow the
country, Mr. Kerrey said, so the
President would have to retain his
popular support to survive.

*People gave very frank assess-
ments."” Mr. Torricelli sa{d, **making
clear that the situation could not be
sustained if there were further reve-
lations or if you cannot contradict
aspects of the report.”

Mr. Torricelli said Mrt. Clinton be.
gan the meeting by discussing the
pain he had caused his family and his
effort to ease it. He said Mr. Clinton
believed “they'd have a stronger re-

lgtionship having survived this cri-
sis.”
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After the talk, Senator Tom
Daschle, the minority leader, in-
voked the terminology of modern
popular psychology in calling for na-
tional healing.

] hope that this process will con-
tinue with an expectation that we can
bring it to closure some time in the
not-too-distant future,” he said.

It is a measure of the scope of Mr.
Clinton’s political problems that he
feels compelled to address them di-
rectly and repeatedly. In past contro-
versies over matters like his cam-
paign finances. Mr. Clinton preferred
to 1gnore any accusations in the be-

lief that the public was more inter-
ested in his agenda.

Mr. Clinton used that approach in
the months after the Lewinsky accu-
sations surfaced, and tried it again
after acknowledging an inappropri-
ate relationship on Aug. 17.

But since then, the Congressional
Democrats whom Mr. Clinton needs
to sustain him against possible im-
peachment hearings have begun to
back away.

“I've seen a real change in his
approach to these problems in the
last few weeks,” Mr. Torricelli said.
**He's gone from being angry at his
accusers to being angry at himself,
and there’'s a marked transforma-
tion, and you can see it in his man-
ners and in his face.” 3

White House aides said the Presi-
dent surprised them by abandoning
his previous, grudging apologies,
over the objections of some hard-line
advisers. These aides said his new
approach did not mark a strategic
shift. **He’s just going in and doing
it,” one Clinton aide said today.

Another one said Mr. Clinton's
family, friends and Democratic col-
leagues ‘*have forced him to confront
the magnitude of the harm that he
has done.”

*The reality is, he's saying it be-
cause he feels it,” this adviser said.
*“1f he didn't feel it, he wouldn't say
it, as we know from the last couple of
weeks.”" He compared Mr. Clinton's
transformation to a person's pas-
sage through four stages of dealing
with a death, saying he had moved
from denial, to anger, to acceptance
and a desire to get on with his Presi-
dency.

Aides said they expected Mr. Clin-
ton to continue apologizing publicly
at future events.

While Mr. Clinton has become
more aggresstve in his contrition, his
aides are struggling to devise a de-
fense for him on Capitol Hill. Two
close advisers to the President said
that they were searching for an
‘‘uberlawyer’” to coordinate the
work of Mr. Clinton's lawyers and

the White House political staff, and
act as a trusted ambassador to Con-
gress.

The White House may also add
another lawyer to work with a senior
ambassador to Congress and to help
coordinate the legal and political

strategies. ““They thought they had
two weeks to figure this out,” said a
Democratic political consultant who
has been involved in efforts to defend
the President. ‘“Instead, they had two
days because of the report going to
the Hill "



Northwest-and Pilots Union Gain

Tentative Accord in Labor Fight

A

Negotiators for Northwest Airlines

and its pilots union reached a tenta-
tive agreement yesterday to settle a
13-day strike that has disrupted trav-
el in the Midwest and South.
. On aday when most of the focus in
Washington was on the political diffi-
culties facing President Clinton, he
announced the breakthrough person-
ally in an evening statement to re-
porters on the White House lawn.

*[ think the strike is over," he said.

Flanked by his wife, Hillary, and
Transportation Secretary Rodney E.
Slater, Mr. Clinton praised the lead-
ers at Northwest and the Air Line
Pilots Association and thanked the
members of his Administration, in-
cluding Bruce Lindsey, the White
House deputy counsel who was in-
strumental in bringing about the set-
tlement.

" 1 know there are a lot of people
who depend on Northwest who are
relieved tonight,’”” Mr. Clinton said.

But Northwest would not begin fly-
ing again until the union has accept-
ed the pact. In a statement released
after the President’s comments, the
pilots union said its 17-member gov-
erning master executive council
would meet in Minneapolis on Satur-
day to decide whether to approve the
agreement. Until then, the pilots will
remain on strike, it added. The air-
line has said it will take 8 to 10 days
after the pilots agree to return to
work before the airline can resume
its full schedule.

Northwest and the union said they
would not release details of the tenta-

By LAURENCE ZUCKERMAN

tive agreement until the pilots’ exec-
utive council took action on it.

The Northwest pilots strike has
been the longest against an airline
since 1989, when machinists shut
down Eastern Airlines. All of North-
west's nearly 1,700 flights have been
grounded, sharply reducing air trav-
el in Northwest’s hub airports In
Detroit, Minneapolis and Memphis
and the surrounding regions, where
the airline was dominant.

One of the hardest hit states has
been North Dakota, which depends
on Northwest for virtually all of its
air service. But in cities like Detroit
and Minneapolis, the disruption from
the strike was less than many people
had expected. Other airlines added
flights to the cities, businesses que
other arrangements, and per:ple sim-
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ply stayed home.

The lack of disruption undermined
dire predictions by Northwest be-
fore the strike as it tried to put
pressure on Mr. Clinton to use his
executive powers to order the pilots
back to work, as he did last year
when pilots struck at American Air-
lines.

‘‘What has happened 1s that pas-
sengers have found it easier to took
elsewhere,” said Robert E. Litan, the
director of economic studies at the
Brcokings Institution who was hired
by Northwest to assess the economic
damage of a strike.

Mr. Litan’s study said the damage
would equal $737 million in the
strike’s first 10 days. But this week
he said his' revised estimate was
about two-thirds of his original fore-
cast with more than hailf commung
from the fact that Northwest ceased
operations and laid off 30,000 of its
51,000 workers.

The pilots walked out on Aug. 29
after two years of negotiations. The
main issues in the dispute were pay
and job security. The pilots wanted a
substantial raise to make up for
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wage concessions they made in 1993
that helped Northwest avoid bank-
ruptcy. They were also concerned
that Northwest would shift their
workload to smaller commuter jets
flown by pilots who are paid less.

The airline said that it was willing
to give the pilots a raise but that it
could not afford to pay them more
than their counterparts at other ma-
jor airlines. The union says the pilots
receive an average salary of $120,000
a year; the company puts that figure
at $133,000.

But behind those apparently nar-
row differences were years of sim-
mering resentment on both sides.
The pilots accused Northwest of
dragging its feet ‘while the airline
racked up record profits and its top
executives cashed in stock options
worth millions. The company said a
group of radical leaders at the pilots
union had been spoiling for a strike
since early 1996.

The hard feelings had prevented
the sides from returning to the table.
Mr. Slater called John H. Dasburg,
Northwest's chief executive, and J.
Randolph Babbitt, president of the
Air Line Pilots Association, to a
meeting in Washington last week to

see whether there were areas of
compromise. Negotiators for both
sides met separately in Chicago last
weekend with Federal mediators.

But it was not until Mr. Lindsey
flew to Minneapolis with Mr. Slater
on Tuesday afternoon that negotia-
tions began again in earnest, said
those involved in the discussions. By
late Wednesday night, after a long
day of bargaining, the pilots had a
made a compromise offer and the
company had responded. A deal
seemed within reach.

Yesterday morning, Mr. Lindsey
was at the airport preparing to leave
when he received a call from the
White House. The pilots union was
asking for him to return to the talks
to help hammer out a settlement.
The White House was already signal-
ing that if there was no settlement,
the President would order the pilots
back to work. By afternoon, the two
sides had a deal.

Mr. Clinton then called Mr. Das-
burg and Mr. Babbitt to urge both
men to wrap up the negotiations as
soon as possible, an Administration
official said.

One person involved in the negotia-
tions who insisted on anonymity said
the pilots had relaxed their wage
demands and agreed instead to in-
centives like stock options.

Whether the union leaders will ap-
prove the the deal is an open ques-
tion. Over the summer, Northwest
reached an accord with negotiators
for the International Association of
Machinists, which represents 27.000
workers, but members voted down
the contract in July.

Even if the pilot leaders approve
the new contract, the damage to the
airline has already been substantial.

Wall Street analysts estimate that
Northwest has lost $250 mullion to
$300 million and that it is likely to
lose more as it begins fare discounts
and other promotions to draw back
passengers. The carrier’s stock price
has fallen more than 60 percent since
spring, largely because of the strike.

The pilots have lost the wages they
would have earned from flying and
have weakened a company in'a busi-
ness in which which profits and
growth provide them with the best
job security and opportuntttes to in-
crease their earnings.
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‘First Lady Draws a Large Audience as the President Draws Religious Advice

By JOHN M. BRODER

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 — President
Clinton is seeking solace and forgiveness
wherever he can find it, liberally spreading
his contrition around to politicians and
preachers alike. Hillary Rodham Clinton is
dealing with her pain and her fury in pri-
vate, but she betrayed a glimpse of her
anger at a White House appearance today.

Among those Mr. Clinton has consulted in
recent days are a number of clergymen with
whom he has developed close relationships
over the years.

Since his televised confession on Aug. 17,
the President has spoken with the Rev. J.
Philip Wogaman, pastor of Foundry United
Methodist Church in Washington, which Mr.
Clinton attends with Mrs. Clinton.

Mr. Wogaman would not reveal the spe-
cific contents of their discussion, but he
described Mr. Clinton’s recent repentance
as "sincere’ and said the President was
engaged in a “'serious self-examination."’

He said Mr. Clinton had told him that he

had broken off his relationship with Monica
S. Lewinsky last year and had begun pri-
vately seeking forgiveness for the affair
long before it became public last January.

Mr. Wogaman, a prominent Protestant
theologian who is often criticized as exces-
sively liberal in his reading of Scripture,
said he was disappointed in the President’s
behavior. But he also said it would be wrong
to judge a man “simply on the basis of his
worst flaws,” He added that he believed it
would be a tragic mistake to force Mr.
Clinton out of office over the matter.

Some advisers to the President have sug-
gested that Mr. Clinton would use a sched-
uled prayer breakfast at the White House
Friday morning to ask the clergymen and
the nation for absolution from his sins. One
adviser said Mr. Clinton was considering
asking a minister to serve as a family
counselor to help him rebuild the trust he
shattered by his admitted relationship with
Ms. Lewinsky.

The adviser said Mr. Clinton was particu-
larly drawn to the Rev. Tony Campolo, a
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charismatic preacher and sociology profes-
sor at Eastern College in St. Davids, Pa.,
and might ask him to serve as the family's
spiritual adviser. Mr. Campolo did not re-
turn phone calls seeking comment.

Mr. Clinton has also sought spiritual guid-
ance in the past from the Rev. Robert H.
Schuller, senior pastor of the Crystal Cathe-
dral in Garden Grove, Calif.

But the President is unlikely to welcome
the advice Mr. Schuller has for him today.

In a telephone interview today, Mr.
Schuller said that the President had opened
a gaping breach of trust with his family and
with the nation and suggested that the only
way to swiftly repair that breach is by
resignation.

*‘He has to ask himself whether he will
heal the breach through extended impeach-
ment hearings, or whether prolonging this
will make it deeper and uglier,”” Mr.
Schuller said. "I think he will have to ask the
question, ‘If 1 resign, will that give me an
opportunity to close the Presidency with
more honor and dignity than if | wait it out

and fight it through?* "’

Mr. Schullersaid he had called the White
House today and was awaiting a call back
from the President, during which he would
pose those questions. He said that he had
concluded what the answers should be, but
added that it would be “impertinent” to tell
Mr. Clinton what he should do.

But he asked, again rhetorically, whether
fighting a protracted impeachment battle
would yield at best a “Pyrrhic victory'* that
would leave the country in trauma and the
President’s reputation in tatters.

Mr. Schuller said he met with the Presi-
dent in the Oval Office earlier this year and
the President vehemently denied a sexual
relationship with Ms. Lewinsky.

*‘He did it with such passion and with his
eyes locked on me,”” Mr. Schuller said. '‘He
lied. Blatantly. He’s the third public man to
do that to me — Nixon and Agnew lied to me,
bluntly, boldly. And now Clinton."

Unlike the penitential President, Mrs.
Clinton has maintained a stoic public fa-
cade. But this afternoon she let slip the

mask at a White House event to increase
awareness of colorectal cancer and to urge
Americans to be screened for the disease.
She revealed a deep bitterness at Mr. Clin-
ton’s acknowledged betrayal. But her anger
was not directed at her husband. She saved
her scorn for the media and she expressed it
in a graphic way.

The East Room event drew an unusually
large journalistic contingent. Reporters and
photographers were curious to see how Mrs.
Clinton was bearing up under the strain of
the Lewinsky case a day before the release
of the independent counsel’s report, which
promised damaging new revelations about
the liaison.

Mrs. Clinton scanned the room and sar-
castically declared herself *’thrilled by the
concern the press is showing for colon can-
cer.”

As the event ended, Mrs. Clinton invited
her guests to a reception and a receiving
line. Then she invited members of news
organizations into the Green Room to under-
go a screening for the disease.
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guage. Starr 2lso makes the argu-
ment that Clinton abused the pow-.
er of his high office, in part by
waging court fights to impede the

Sec REPORT. A35. Col 1

Novre Inside

With tears in his eyes at some poiats. Qlinton
pleaded for loTgivences and tmplored Cabinet

See CADINET.A3.G 3

249 Points

Clinton. Global
Troubles Blaned

By Luvruz Jransr Ducan

8 oshinron At Sieff Wmier

NEW YORK. Sept. 10—Blechip
stods fell sharply today as buyers
evoided searmition markets noess

See \WUEITS, A M. Got |

Brazil Economy Reels
» Financial markets in Braxdl and

First in o senies of oceasional articles
By Rickano Morin

and Davip S, Broorr

B ashingron Post Sio(T¥ nters

For many Amenicans. the White House
scandal is just the btest om of

and even within their own amibies—ihey

see g valurs

An (ndepth stody of the values Amen-

ashingloo Post
Clinton's

Presideat
extramarita} dalliance with Monica S.
Lewinsky angers and upsets 50 many

AMERICAN VALUES | Politics and Scandal

Worries About Nation’s Morals Test a Reluctance to Judge

people—and why the country has been so
relvctant to punish him politically for
behavior it considers wrong.

On one hand. Clinton has confronted
the country with a exmple of what three
out of four of his constituents cee at a
dangevoms dectine in the values on dis-
play in the nationa) culture. They link the
White House escapade to their broader
worries about Lhe kack of respea for
tradition and authority. to the coarre
content of the movies. television and
music, to personal dishonesty and sexual
prowmixvity.

At the same time, Citan has become 3
test aase of whethey this genention of
Armericers wets to sit in jdgment on each
other cx be willing to bive and let live.

More than seven in 10 s3id adultery
was unacceptable and “chould mot be
tolerated.” Yet when it comes tn Clinton.
what the public sav» and what it means
are two different things: Fewer than half
of those wbo said adultery “should not be
tolerated” said Qlinton's affair with Lew-
insky wat an tmpaortant matter. Twice as
many said it was important whether he
had lied sbout it or encouraged Lewrinady
to lie.

The survey, conducied by The Post in
collaboration with Harvard University
and the Henry ). Kaiser Family Founda:

See VALUES.A40. Col !

Q. Which of these comes closer 10 your
* opnion?

The presiden is kie
the basd of eny
organization: Ay long 33
hedoes 2 good jod vy
1he country. whatever he
0oes i hes peIond Moy

The president has o
preatey reapomibdinty
than leaders ot other
organizatians 1o 3¢t
exdmole with s
persondl e

SOURZL wevmpas bus ey § 8810 fomd s Eovmdngn
Rarad {ani s 98

other developing nations
plummcted. while shares in |
Washingion arca com panies were
battered by the contmumg ‘
economic turmoil woridwide.
BUSINESS, Pagc F1
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Once the Redshins’ thré-string guarterback,
Trent Green has been promoated toWo, 1 by
Coach Norv Terner, Green will make his first

NAL stovt Mendzy night againg San freaciecs,

It's Been a Hike for Trent Green
Redskins’ New Quarterback Has Waited His Turn

Br Laz Cuunsz
Fashingian At Staff W niee

Trent Green wok aut the tash Tuerds)y morm-
ing. the day after Washinton Redskoe Conch
Narv Tumer turned his world upside down, and
found that nothing really had charged. at Jeast on
his street in Ashbum. A oeighbor waved hefio, as
neighbors do on hés block. but no one nshed over
10 debwte the fner pomits of alfense.

With one swift dectsion, Tumer bevcteed stan-
ing qurtertinck Gus Frevotte this week and Lapyped
Grren as his Raxesor, Reaction may be maed in
Laxdosn Comty, where residents are axviiared
10 Redskires biving among them. But come Mondae
right when he leads the Redskins agase (v San
Francisco 4%ts at Jack Kemt Cnoke Stadmum.
Green will g0 trom being a patient. dutiful and

largely unknown thrdsmringer to the most second-
guesed and soutinized sots GQwe in the
mban's apital

1t won't be the frt Gallenge of Green's (ootbal)
life. he has come to this oxamemt Uvoud a long
history of trying times. A back inury st 19 beft him
i a brace and pexrly ended his plrying career, He
lost his starting job at indiana University twice. He
ame within two mots of not being draked. chosen
2220d of 224 plavers tahen in the 1993 National
Foottal) League dratt. The San Diego Chargers at
him shev s roakde year. and he spemt 1934
brging for work. The next vewr. be apeme five
weeks in the Caadian Footbal League before
sigung with Washaguan. Then. after two emsont
as the Redskrs® No. 3 quarteyback, Green thought

See GREEN. 46 Cu. !

INSIDE
| Northwest Pact

a Northwest Airlines and
its 6.000 striking pilots
have reached a tentative
contract agreement that
may enda twoweek
walkout that has groanded
| thecamer.
BUSIKESS, Poge F)

The Post on the intemet:
www.washinglonpost.com
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Al Kamen

A Letter Hangs Over Holbrooke

York to speak at the opening of the United

Nations session on Sept. 21, butdon’t .
expect Richard C. Holbrooke, his pick to be U.N.!
ambassador, to be confirmed by then or even by,
the time the Senate goes home in October.

Seems someone wrote an anonymous letter a
couple of months ago to the State Department
inspector general's office raising questions about
Holbrooke’s contacts with government officials
during theyear after his government service,
suggesting this could be a violation of the ethics
rule barring recently departed senior officials from
having dealings with their former pals. .

Holbrooke backers are confident and say there
was nothing amiss: After he resigned as assistant
secretary of state in February 1996, he was almost
immediately sworn in as special envoy for Bosnia,
making him a special government employee and
naturally obliged to contact government officials.

“The president is absolutely certain that Dick
Holbrooke is the right person for this job,” White
House spokesman Michael McCurry said, “and he
looks forward to submitting this nomination to the
Senate as soon as this review is complete.”

The administration had expected a quick
resolution. But the inspector general, along with
the Justice Department’s Office of Public
Integrity, is continuing to look into the allegations
and clearly won’t be done in time for Holbrooke's
nomination to go to the Senate for confirmation
before the planned October adjournment.

Meanwhile, well-regarded career Foreign
Service officer A. Peter Burleigh, the deputy
representative, is filling in. But all this means the
administration won’t have its personal choice on
hand during what promises to be a very important
session on terrorism, Bosnia, Iraq and a host of
other matters. Everyone who'’s anyone, including
Iranian President Mohammed Khatemi—the first
Iranian president in a decade to visit the United
Nations—is planning to be there.

Revealed, the Power Behind Hebms

P resident Clinton is scheduled to go to New

Speaking of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, its chairman, Sen. Jesse Helms
(R-N.C.), is being wheeled about the Senate these
days. The 73-year-old Helms has undergone
double knee replacement surgery that should keep
him off his feet for several weeks.

But not to worry about the chairiman's knees,
one Senate Republican aide said: “They'll be in full
jerking order soon.”

Ermpity Desk at 1600

been run since Haynes left in mid-July by acting
director Maureen Shea, who handles religious
community issues in the public liaison office and
before that ran the women's office at the
Democratic National Committee.

Coutld Panetta Hit the Longest Home Run?
There’s talk about town that Clinton, if he

.. survives the firestorm over the next several weeks,

is going to need a heavy hitter with credibility on
the Hill to come in to run the White House for the
next two years. It would be something like the way
former senator Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.)
came in to the Reagan White House to pick up the
pieces after Iran-contra.

Problem is the dearth of Democrats with
credibility in this scandal-ridden environment.
One of Clinton'’s very good friends thinks the .
answer i8 none other than former chief of staff,
former Office of Management and Budget director
and former California congressman Leon E.
Panetta.

Panetta has been sharply critical about goings
on at the White House but never to the point of
outright disloyalty and certainly not as harsh as
some former White House aides we can think of.
And just yesterday he was on television saying he
believed Clinton could yet “win” this battle,
depending on the details in the report by
independent counsel Kenneth W. Starr,

Apparently he’s not been asked, but Panetta
told one caller that he would find it very difficult to

- sayno.That'snota “yes,” but. . ..

Memo to Common Cause: Try ‘Senator’

If you're wondering why Senate Majority
Leader Trent Lott (R-Miss.) allowed another vote
on controversial campaign finance reform
legislation, a new missive from the pro-reform
Common Cause folks may help explain Lott’s
confidence.

Turns out the key lobby group isn’t sure whoiit’s
targeting. A pressrelease Wednesday noted that
an effort to end a filibuster fell short by eight votes
and listed the names and office numbers of the
senators who needed to be worked on. .

Thelist included “Rich” Santorum, a
Pennsylvania Republican who calls himself “Rick.”
There was also a “Kirk™ Kempthorne, an Idaho
Republican better known to his colleagues as
“Dirk.” Our all-time favorite on the list is
“Chillers” Grassley, the lowa Republican who's
usually called either Charles or “Chuck.”

Undating AID

And speaking of unfilled positions, the White
House s still looking for someone to replace
Audrey Tayse Haynes as head of its Women's
Outreach Office. (Please. No smirking and no
jokes about Clinton promising not to do his own
outreach any more.) The office deals with a broad
range of real issues of concern to women. It has

Overlooked in the summer vacation rush: Hugh
Q. Parmer, former mayor of Fort Worth and a
former Texas legislator, is now at the Agency for
International Development as head of the Bureau
of Humanitarian Response. Vivian Lowery Derryck,
formerly atthe Academy for Educational
Development, is AID’s assistant administrator for
Africa.

The Washington Post
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Web N ervously Braces for Onslaught of Starr Seekers

By JoHN SIMONS =
And THoMAs E. WEBER
Staff Reporters of THE WaALL STREXT JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—-Independent counsel *

Kenneth Starr's report on President Clin-
ton is scheduled to show up on the World
Wide Web today —~if congressional techies
can figure out how to put it there wnhou(
causing chaos in cyberspace.

In a grueling test of the Internet’s po-

" tential as a tool for democracy, Congress
plans 1o make 445 pages of Mr. Starr’s re-
port on President Clinton available to any-
one with on-line access. While tasteless
jokes about Mr. Clinton and his “inappro-
priate " relationship with Monica Lewinsky
have made the rounds of the internet for

- months, now millions around the globe will
be able to read actual allegations of White
House sex, lies and: cover-ups for them-
selves—if the system works.

If not handied properly. however, to-
day's rush to Congress's Web site could re-
semble the equivatent of 50 people trying to
push through a revolving door at once. At
the very least, in the event of higher-than-
normal traffic, computer users might en-
counter. a delay in accessing the site: at
worst, they might be blocked from the site
altogether until traffic eases.

. Congressional Web technicians, who
weren't consulted about the plan to post the

Starr report until after it was announced.

scrambled_yesterday for ways to avert a

meltdown. The techies were concerned

that the Library of Congress's Thomas
*Web site (named for President Jefferson),
which will post the Starr report, would be
. overloaded by millions of curious visitors.

As it is. the “Legislative Informationon the

Internet” site receives an average 490.000
visitors each day.
By 4 p.m. EDT yesterday. congres-
sional Web engineers already were trying
Please Turn to Page B4. Column §
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Continued hom Page BI- -~
to discourage a rush of traffic to the site.-
For Thomas's normal opening page they
substituted a stark white page that said.
“The independent counsel report is not yet
available. At the earliest, it may be avail-
able late on Friday, Sept. 11, 1938.”

1 can imagine those Webmasters say- *

' ing. ‘Wait a minute,'” says Ken Allard, a
Web-site operations analyst with Jupiter
Communications, a New York high-tech-
nology research firm. i

Mr. Allard notes that it is common for
leaders of an organization to make unrea-
sonable demands of Internet engineers, -

. who must then devise a hasty solution.
*People who are not versed in technology
are causing a ot of tension and frustration
on the part of engineers,” hesays..., .

The'electronic mobs-swarming the on-

line version of the Starr report could prove
immense, if past news events are a guide,

Internet Taxation System
Is Mulled by White House

By o WaLL. STREET JuuRNAL Sta)f Reporier

LONDON - The White House is look- -
ing into a new proposal for taxing goods .

. sold over the Internet.

Ira Magaziner, the president's‘senlbr
Internet adviser, said the plan involved
tracking and taxing goods with the use of
electronic "resident cards'’ and private-
sector escrow agents around the world. "

+ Mr. Magaziner said the proposal doesn't
yet have the formal backing of the U.S.
Treasury Department. but that it Is being
promoted by some areas of the Clinton
administration.

Currently. most' goods sold on-line
aren't taxed, and governments-are wor-
ried that state coffers will begin to suffer.
Analysts are predicting that in a few
years. on-line shoppers globalty will
spend as much as $8 billion on products,
which some say could generate $1.2 bil-
lion in sales or consumptlon taxes.

Mr. Magaziner's proposal involves
the use of third-parly escrow agents.
Consumers would obtain digital cash
cards at banks that would allow mer-
chants to identify which country the
buver is m, but which reveal no other
personal information.

Consumption taxes would then be cal-
culated based on the place of sale, col-
lected at the time of the sale. and imme-
diately placed with an escrow agent.
which would then funnel the money to the
appropriate government.

“*Governments would get their money
more quickly . . . they would get a higher
compliance. rate ... and the system
would be easier to police,” sald Mr.
Magaziner.

says Doug McFarland, senior vlce presi-
dent at Media Metrix. a New York concern
that tracks Web usage. When Princess Di-
anawas killed last August, even somerela-
tively obscure sites in the United Kingdom
saw normal traflic more than quadruple.
During last October's big one-day stock-
market drop, several on-line stock-trading
firms couldn 't handle the onstaught of con-
sumers seeking to unload shares.

The Library of Congress Web address,

which includes the Thomas site, isn't one"

of the Web's most-visited sites but is in the
top 300. Mr. McFarland says. He guesses
congressional Webmasters should prepare
for several mitlion visitors. “It's certainly
going to drive a lotof traffic,” he says.

The Lewinsky saga already has af-
fected Web traffic patterns. Mr. McFar-
land says. In February, after the story
broke, Media Metrix recorded a 15% in-
crease in visits to the White House stte.
Traffic waned in May and June: but as the
story heated up again in July, visits grew
some 40%. (Media Metrix hasn't compiled
August data yet.)

The House Rules Committee hadn't of-

* {iclally adopted a resolution on how to han-

die the Starr report by late yesterday, and
it-was unclear what provisions congres-
sional Web ‘engineers were making: a

' spokeswoman for the Library of Congress
" refused 1o answer a reporter's questions.

But congressional aides were recruiting

.. other. organizations—including several

" felevision networks —to help ease traffic by
“making the report available on their Web
sites as well.

Theexpected heavy interest triggered a
wave of preparations at outposts across the-

. Web. The professional surfers at Yahoo!

Inc. have been updating a special “full cov-
erage” page devoted to the Starr report.
“The people involved are checking their e-
mail and voice mail every couple of min-

utes. and they'll have the radio and TV on*

as well,” said Yahoo spokeswoman Diane
Hunt.-“They'l) make sure this gets up in-
stantaneously.”

At America Online Inc., “We've even
got folks stationed physicaily on the Hill”
toget the Web address as soon as possible,
sald Katherine Borsecnik. an AOL vice
president. Children may be out of luck,
though—because of the expected salacious
content. AOL is making the Starr matertat

* subject to its parental blocking system,

News sites were also busy readying
links and preparng pages. At The Wall
Street Journal Interactive Edition. Nell
Budde, editor, said his staff was working to
oblain electronic copies of the Starr mater-
ial on the assumption public sites would be
overwhelmed.

The Thomas Web site is a collection of
servers, or heavy-duly storage computers,
all maintained by the Library of Congress.

Servers can accommodale huge volumesof
requests for information. but asthosere-
quests multiply, the server takes ionger to
respond..And there is a limit to how much
servers can handle: when that limit is
reached, a PC user will get this unwelcome
message on her screen: “The server can-
not handle your request.”

Unless congressional Webmasters
made significant provisions yesterday.
millions of Internet users may recejve that
message today. “If they don’t, ! imagine
they wil} have a lot of dissatisfied users.”
said J.D. Zeeman, director of the Web
Hosting Solutions unit at Intermatlonal
Business Machines Corp. -

Computer experts say preparing a Web
site for a big surge in traffic usually re-
quires adding computers and wiring in ad-
ditonal Internet connections—adjustments
that can’t be made overnight. Making sure
that the electronic pipe to the Web site Is
wide enough—that it has enrough “band-
width.” in Net parlance—to carry all those
pages to users who request them is just the
start, Mr. Zeeman says. Each server can
only handle so many “hits.” so more com-
puters may be needed.

Webengineers also need to worry about
running connections to different areas of
the Net so that a bottieneck in one area
can’t slow everyone's access to the site.

When IBM built its high-capacity Web
site for the Nagano Olympics early this
year, it ran direct connections from its
servers to different exchange points
around the Internet. If the goverment has-
n't already taken such steps. Mr. Zeeman
recommends they turn the project over to a
well-equipped Web hosting service. IBM
would be happy 1o do the job. he says.

NEW PLAN REALTY TRUST
Net Income Increases 11%
Acquisitions, Leasing Cited
Retail and residential real-estate in-
vestment trust New Plan Realty Trust
reported strong results for its fiscal fourth
quarter, efting growth from acquisitions
completed during the year and brisk leas-
ing activity. The New York concern. ex-
pected this month to merge with California
REIT Excel Realty Trust said its net
income for the period ended July 3! rose
11% 10 $22.2 million. or 37 cents a diluted
share, from $19.8 million. or 33 cents a
diluted share. a year earlier. Funds from
operation. a widely used measure of REIT
performance, rose 18% to $30.7 million. or
51 cents a diluted share. from 5§26 million.
or 43 cents a diluted share, in the year-ear-
lter quarter. Revenue rose 17% 1o $65.4
million from $55.8 million. In New York
Stock Exchange composite trading. New
Plan fell 31.25 cents to $19.4375.



read evidence of law-breaxing, witness

Hillary ’S Ad.vice. |tampering. and even the abuse of the Se-

cret Service to protect illicit sex.

I h “These are serious offenses that go to
the heart of our justice system,” says

mpeaC ment Ronald Rotunda. who helped write the re-
port as a consuitant to Mr. Starr and was

Has I ts Uses a member of the Senate Democratic staff-

during Watergate.

The second most instructive document  Mr. Starr is unloved because the inde-
in Washington these days involves not pendent counsel law made him the one to
President Clinton but his wife. break up our national contentment. But his

No, not the Whitewater billing records. persistence despite the polls proves again

It's a 1974 report by the Democratic staff— that in America the 1aw holds even presi-
of which Hillary Rodham was a member— dents accountable.
of the Judiciary Committee contemplating 3. [t may rehabili-
Richard Nixon’s impeachment. tate our political insti-
That superb historical survey concludes tutjons. Congress has
that the framers viewed impeachment as hardly distinguished if;
“one of the central elements of executive tself during the Clin-
responsibility in the framework of the new iton years, and many
government as they conceived it.” assume impeachment

It quotes approvingly Alexander Hamil- \will be another food
ton, in Federalist 65, that impeachment ifight. Certainly Bar-
should apply to “those offences which pro- ‘ney Frank and Bob
ceed from the misconduct of ‘public men, |Barr may end up
or, in other words, from the abuse or vio- |wrestling in the mud. Henry Hyde
lation of some public trust. They are of a But my guess Is that most members on
nature which may with peculiar propriety |both sides of the aisle will rise to the occa-
be denominated POLITICAL, as they re- ision. It happened with Peter Rodino, the
late chiefly to injuries done immediately to ‘New Jersey Democrat. who until Nixon's
the society itself.” impeachment was derided unfairly as a

We have arrived where Hamilton and hack with unsavory friends. But he kept a
Hillary both foresaw we would. This is the .cool demeanor and a somber tone, and
big picture to keep in mind as Clinton de- helped make Nixon's departure inevitable.
fenders moan about the “trauma” of im- Grown-ups are asserting themselves
peachment, the “damage to the country,” now. too. Pat Moynihan, a Democrat with
or the “need to get this behind us.” gravitas, says the country can survive im-

Impeachment isn't fun, but the peachment and Congress should “get on
founders understood—and our current with it.” Look for younger voices to
first lady once agreed—that it could also emerge on Judiciary. too. perhaps Califor-
be cleansing. Consider the benefits of im- pja Republican and former judge Jim Ro-
peachment today: gan or Democrit Zoe Lofiren.

1. It's educational like nothing else is. The most important Republican grown-
For both angry Republicans and scared yp is Judiciary Chairman Henry Hyde,
Democrats, resignation will be the politi- who is feared by the White House precisely
cally easy escape. But if a twice-elected because he can't be morphed into Al D’Am-
president is going to leave early. most ato. His political savvy is already apparent
Americans must first be persuaded it's in his choice of staff.
necessary and just. Impeachment hear- | His impeachment counsel. David Schip-
ings are the only way to bring the country pers, is a Chicago Democrat unhip to par-
along to such a judgment, preventing later tisan Washington but steeped in the his-
resignation remorse. tory of impeachment. In 1974, New York

That's why Democrat John Dingell. the  Times columnist (and now Clinton de-
senior member of the House. deserves fender) Anthony Lewis quoted Mr. Schip-
credit for urging the public release of Ken- pers as concluding that Nixon had com-
neth Starr's report. After disclosing the mitted impeachable offenses. Don't expect
Mr. Lewis to quote himn this time.

4. It helps Democrats. Really. Democ-

Potomac WatCh rats are fated to suffer some guilt-by-asso-

. ciation in November no matter what hap-

By Paul A. Gigot pens, but they can limit the damage by Te-
asserting their independence on impeach-
ment. Like Joe Lieberman last week, they
main report today, Congress should re- have a chance to rise above their morally

lease the 2,000 pages of backup testimony embarrassing “evervbody does it" defense
too. Better everything come out on the of the last two years.
record than have it become sludge for Impeachment hearings will force the
Drudge and Geraldo. country to have a much-needed debate
2. It reasserts the primacy of fact and apout standards, hoth political and moral.
lme. The Clinton years have seen the An argument over Bill Clinton's miscon-
apogee of spin and political artifice. Now duct won’t be elegant, but it will set para-
we will relearn that the truth does have meters for acceptable future behavior by

consequences. all politicians. Lying well will no longer be
Mr. Starr focused his report onthe Mon- considered a civic virtue.

ica Lewinsky matter, I am told, because its No president since Nixon has done
evidence is overwhelming and multi- more than Bill Clinton to define political
sourced. This leaves the White House with ' deviancy down. So it's only right that the
the rebuttal that it's “just a sex case.” But ' country use his now likely impeachment
that defense may not work with voters who_: hearings to begin redefining it back up.
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THEFIRST LADY

Public Poise Reveals
Little About Clintons

By MELINDA HENNEBERGER

WASHINGTON, Sept. 12 — As
America was logging on for some of
the grubbier details of her husband’s
dalliance with a young employee,
Hillary Rodham Clinton spent much
of Friday alongside the President,
smiling, soigné and apparently bat-
tle-ready.

At a late afternoon event on the
South Lawn honoring people in-
volved in the Irish peace effort, she
laughed repeatedly at her own light-
hearted banter in the long, warm
introduction she gave Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts.
On what was surely the most humili-
ating day of her husband's political
life, she looked as though that quiet
family vacation on Martha's Vine-
yard had done her a world of good.

The untruths, half-truths and word
games that Mr. Clinton has admitted
to in recent weeks only seem to have
accentuated the sense that nobody
really knows what goes on between
the President and his wife: Are they
the madly in love couple — with
problems, yes, but undeniable chem-
i1stry — that Mrs. Clinton's former
spokeswoman Lisa Caputo de-
scribes? Or is Dick Morris right
when he says he has never seen the
President behave warmly toward his
wife when they were not in public?

The only thing that seems clear is
that the partnership endures. In re-
cent days, some Democrats in Con-
gress had been sending up signals
that only Mrs. Clinton could save her
husband’'s Presidency. And after
several weeks of public chill, she
seems to have signed on for that job,
introducing her husband with great
affection at a fund-raiser and decid-
ing, according to one close friend, to
give a speech defending his charac-
ter as soon as the time seems right.

Still, the endless dissection of the
Clinton marriage continued, with the
debate about Mrs. Clinton's role in
her husband’s defense over the last
eight months: Was she telling the
truth in January when she went on
the “Today" television program to
say that she believed her husband's
denials, and blamed the mess on a
*‘vast right-wing conspiracy?’ Was

she telling the truth in August when
her office issued a statement that left
the clear impression that she had not
known of the relationship until a few
days before Mr. Clinton's Aug. 17
grand jury testimony?

The question ‘*What did she know
and when did she know it?** always
prompts talk of denial, knowing but
not knowing, and even levels of
knowing. It may never be answered,
and with sympathy for Mrs. Clinton
at a record high, it seemns unlikely to
become a big issue.

But even Mr. Clinton’s minister, in
remarks on Friday intended to un-

A relationship,
largely unknown
to others, endures.

derscore the sincerity of the Presi-
dent's apologies, inadvertently left
the impression that Mrs. Clinton
might have been less than candid
about when she learned of her hus-
band’s involvement with Monica S.
Lewinsky.

The Rev. J. Philip Wogaman, pas-
tor of Foundry United Methodist
Church in Washington, which the
Clintons attend, first said in an inter-
view on Thursday that the President
had been seeking forgiveness for his
relationship with Ms. Lewinsky even
before questions about it became
public in January. When asked about
those remarks on Friday, Mr. Woga-
man repeated that Mr. Clinton '*had
been saying privately to people for
some time about his sense of re-
morse and wanting to deal with this.
It’s not as though these apologies are
coming out of the blue."

It seems likely, though far less
than certain, that one of the recipi-
ents of those apologies might have
been his wife. When asked about that,
Mr. Wogaman said the President had
not asked him to speak on that point.

On Aug. 17, Mr. Clinton testified
about his relationship with Ms. Lew-

[ {3TITREN
The Clintons at the White House on Friday listening to speakers
praising the American role in the Northern Ireland peace effort.

insky, and in a televised address
later told the nation: ‘I know that
my public comments and my silence
about the matter gave a false im-
pression. I misled people. Including
even my wife."” The next day, Mrs.
Clinton's spokeswoman, Marsha
Berry, said the First Lady had asked
that a statement be issued on her
behalf, sayingthat she was angry but
would stand by her husband.

When asked, ‘“When did the Presi-
dent tell her he had an inappropriate
relationship with Monica Lewin-
sky?"* Ms. Berry said: ‘“‘She was
misled. She learned the nature of his
testimony over the weekend." Oth-
ers in the Clintons' immediate circle
said she had learned of the relation-
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ship on the Thursday before his
grand jury tesumony on Monday.
Aug. 17.

Critics immediately wondered
whether Mrs. Clinton was embracing
the unlikely role of vicim — the
trusting wife who was the last to
know — to avoid the even less attrac-
tive view that she had lied on the
*“Today"” praogram.

When asked on Friday when Mrs.
Chinton had learned of the relation-
ship, Ms. Berry said, *'l have no idea
and that's something I'm never go-
ing to ask her.”” Asked to explain any
discrepancy, she said, ‘‘She learned
the detatls of his testimony over the
weekend" before Aug. 17. The rest,
she said, ‘'is between them."



THE VICE PRESIDENT

Gore Makes a Strong Statement
Of His Support for the President

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

HILLSBORO, Ore., Sept. 12 — In
his first extended remarks about the
scandal enveloping President Clin-
ton, Vice President Al Gore made a
strong statement of support for him
today, saying the independent coun-
sel report issued on Friday provided
insufficient grounds for impeach-
ment.

**I do not believe this report serves
as the basis for overturning the judg-
ment of the American people in 1992
and again in 1996 that Bill Clinton
should be their President,” Mr. Gore
told reporters after giving a speech
to celebrate the extension of a light-
rail line from downtown Portland to
this western suburb.

Mr. Gore, a certain Presidential
candidate in 2000, also praised Mr.
Clinton for his apologies of recent
days in which the President, he said,
‘‘has accepted responsibility for his
actions and he said that what he did
was wrong."

But on the first stop of a two-day
campaign trip in the Pacific North-
west that will take him to the Seattle
area on Sunday, Mr. Gore declined to
answer any questions about the scan-
dal, leaving a swirl of unknowns
hanging in the air, including whether
he thought the accusations against
the President, as outlined in the re-
port, would hurt the Administration
and the Democrats’ electoral pros-

THE PRESIDENT

For Clinton,
The Focus

In an Address
Is on Policy

By JAMES BENNET

WASHINGTON, Sept. 12 — Ac-
knowledging thatit had been an “‘ex-
hausting and difficult week,” Presi-
dent Clinton tried today to move
away from his relationship with
Monica S. Lewinsky and back to his
policy agenda, announcing new
grants to fight drugs and calling on
Congress to support his economic
priorities.

“It's been an exhausting and diffi-
cult week in the capital — not only
for me, but for many others,”” Mr.
Clinton said in his weekly radio ad-
dress, which he delivered from the
White House this morning. ‘‘But, as |
told my Cabinet on Thursday, we
cannot lose sight of our primary mis-
sion, which is to work for the Ameri-
can people and especially for the
future of our children.”

Mr. Clinton announced $8.7 million
in Federal grants to 93 anti-drug
programs intended to prevent drug
use among children. The grants,
from $16,000 to $100,000, are to be
matched locally by the programs in
43 states.

President Clinton said that while
drug use had dropped by half over all
in the United States since 1979, it had
increased among young people. Mr.
Clinton acknowledged that the
amounts of the grants were ‘‘not
large.’" But, he said, *‘if these grants
empower communities to do more of
what works to keep young people
away from the scourge of drugs,
their effect will be enormous.”

pects or whether they could lead to
impeachment proceedings.

For Mr. Gore, his appearance here
was, after all, another whistle-stop
on the road to the November mid-
term clections — clections in which
even before the report by Kenneth W.
Starr, the Whitewater independent
counsel, was released to Congress
and the public, Democrats were ex-
pected to make only moderate gains.

Now, with a 445-page document
accusing Mr. Clinton of perjury, ob-
struction of justice and other crimi-
nal acts adding to the season’s cam-
paign fodder, political analysts are
predicting that the Democrats could
lose as many as 20 seats in the House
and 5 or more in the Senate, and thus
give Republicans a filibuster-proof
majority, not to mention an easier
path to the two-thirds vote needed to
impeach a President.

Faced with those political equa-
tions, Mr. Gore performed today in
his typical campaign fashion, stand-
ing with several members of Ore-
gon’s Congressional delegation who
are facing re-election, boosting the
accomplishments of the Administra-
tion and saying nothing of the Presi-
dent’s personal life.

In a sense, that appears to be one
way Mr. Gore is slowly shaping an
image for himself apart from his
wounded boss.

The grant program was created
under the Drug Free Communities
Act passed in 1997, which the Presi-
dent hailed today as a model of bi-
partisanship.

The President did not directly ad-
dress the disclosure of the White-
water independent counsel’s report
into his relationship with Ms. Lewin-
sky. But White House aides and law-
yers worked through the night to
prepare a rebuttal to the prosecu-
tors’ accusations of perjury, obstruc-
tion of justice and abuse of power.

Mr. Clinton focused instead on the
fights he had hoped to wage this fall,
for popular positions on Social Secu-
rity, education and the environment.
In particular, he emphasized his
plans to continue economic growth, a
theme since he first ran for Presi-
dent in 1992. He called on Congress to
increase financing for the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund to help calm
international economic turmoil.

“It is truly encouraging to me how
we have put aside partisan differ-
ences to save our children and their
future from drugs,’ Mr.Clinton said:
‘*‘We have to do that on other issues
critical to our future. And even in the
weeks before the election in Novem-
ber, we must stay focused on your
business.”

Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, the
White House director of drug control
policy, said the programs receiving
grants were selected from among
500 applicants.

“This is not viewed as a perma-
nent process,” General McCaffrey
said, ‘‘but instead as a way to jump-
start community coalitions.’
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president deserves public rebuke but stressed that the Senste must
withhold punishment until the full story is known.

Lieberman's stand which some leading Senate Democrats
immediately rallied behind made clear not only that Clinton does not
command the blind loyalty of his party on Capitol Hill, but also that he
will not unless he gives them a better reason to do so than he has to
date.

In making what he admitted was a **difficult and distasteful" speech,
Lieberman appeared to give a voice to what the polls suggest is the
public's ambivalence over this president repugnance over Clinton's
personal behavior tempared by support for his presidency and many of
his policies.

Lieberman stressed that enough is known about Clinton's behavior
to make moral judgments, and he sternly faulted Clinton for deeply
wounding bis country, disgracing his office, and setting a terrible
example for America's children

"*In this case, the president apparently had extramanital relations
with an employee half his age and did so in the workplace, in the
vicinity of the Oval Office. Such behavior is not just inappropriate. It
is immoral," Lieberman said.

**And it is harmful," he continued, **for it sends a message of what is
acceptable behavior to the larger American family, particularly to our

«children, which is as influential as the negative messages
communicated by the entertainment media."

White House Deputy Press Secretary Barry Toiv respondad for
Clinton this way: ** The president has great respect for Sen. Lieberman
because of the key role he has played in the president's
accomplishments on behalf of the Amenican people. It's always
hardest to hear criticism from a friend. But I am sure the president will
consider Sen. Lieberman’s words with the same care with which they
were delivered.”

Democratic Sens. Bob Kerrey of Nebraska and Daniel Patrick
Moyuihan of New York quickly followed Lieberman to the Senate
floor to voice their concurrence. And Senate Democratic Leader Tom
Daschle of South Dakota, who had been urging fellow Democrats to
**keep their powder dry" regarding the Lewinsky scandal, quietly
patted Lieberman's shoulder and shook his hand following his speech.

Secnate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., also immediately
congratulated Lieberman for the statesmanlike tenor he set

"'I'm sure we'll find a way to rise above petty politics and do the
right thing" in dealing with Clinton after Independent Counsel
Kenneth Starr files a report to Congress on his conclusions, Lott said.

As much as any senator, Lieberman represeats Clinton's political
base. Both men are former heads of the centrist Democratic
Leadership Council. They have known each other for years; as a law
student in 1970, Clinton volunteered in Lieberman's state Senate
campaign.

Lieberman has earned a reputation on both sides of the Senate aisle
as a thoughtful, conscientious man of principle. Perhaps more than any
other Democrat, he voiced serious concern over his party's
questionable fund-raising practices during the 1996 campaign as a
member of the Senate's investigating committee.

In framing what Clinton's behavior means to the nation in a way that
permits its gravity to be weighed without salacious details, Licberman
reflected the more deliberative nature of the Senate. The House, in
contrast, tends to be more sharply partisan, partly by design since
members must run for re-election every two years.

Lieberman said Clinton's Aug. 17 explanation to the American
people of his relationship with Lewinsky left him feeling **deep
disappointment and personal anger" because Clinton *'by his
disgraceful behavior, jeopardized his administration's historic record
of accomplishment,” which was built upoo principles Lieberman
shares.

Lieberman said Clinton had weakened the majesty of his office,
undercut the trust of the American people, and compromised the
moral authonity of the presidency. **His duty.is nothing less than the
stewardship of our values.”

But Clinton's behavior with Lewnsky, and his seven-month
deception of the American people about it, betrayed the nation's moral
values, Lieberman said. Faulting Clinton for hypocrisy, the senator
noted that Clinton had stressed ** personal responsibility” and
commitment to family values as a signature theme of his presidency,
only to betray those values by his behavior.

While the public is ' understandably weary of this crisis,” Lieberman
said Clinton's behavior nonetheless is “*wrong and unacceptable.”

**The transgressions the president has admitted to are too

consequential for us to walk away and leave the impression for our
children and our posterity that what he did was acceptable behavior
for our nation's leader," Lieberman said.

**It should be followed by some measure of public rebuke and
accountability.

**We in Congress are surely capable of expressing such disapproval
through a resolution of reprimand or censure of the president for his
misconduct. But it is premature to do so until we've received the
report of the independent counsel and the White House's response to
i."

While the House will weigh Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr’s
cvidence against Clinton and decide whether to file impeachment
charges, it is the Senste that ultimately must decide what punishment,
if any, is proper.

Even as Lieberman condemned Clinton's behavior, he stressed too
that **the president is still our nation's leader” at a time of growing
global economic stress, crises in Russia, and rising terronst threats
which all **demand the president's focused leadership.”

Quoting Abraham Lincoln, Lieberman cautioned that hasty words
and reflex reactions are inappropriete in such dangerous times.

**In times like the present, men should utter nothing for which they
would not willingly be responsible through time and eternity,” Lincoln
said during the Civil War. *'I believe we are at such a time today,”
Lieberman added **Let us proceed in accordance with our nation's
traditional moral compass, yes, but in a manner that is fair and at a
pace that is deliberate and responsible.”

l%mldent, first lady witness firsthand signs of hope, reminders of

despair By Kathy Lewis The Dallas Morning News (KRT)

ARMAGH, Northern Ireland President Clinton spent an emotional
day Thursday comforting the latest bombing victims and savoring the
accolades of those who said he helped bring peace to a long-violent
land.

But Clinton and other leaders cautioned that hard work and difficult,
wrenching decisions lie ahead for Protestants and Catholics as the
fragile peace no doubt will be tested.

**The question is not if the peace will be challenged. You know it
will. The question is how will you respond to it when it is challenged,"
Clinton told an outdoor crowd of more than 10,000.

During a long day of quiet mourning and wary celebration, Clinton
and first lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton witnessed firsthand the signs of
hope and the reminders of despair.

They walked up Market Street in Omagh, where a car bomb killed
28 and wounded 220 on Aug. 15. In a gymnasium, they met with 500
affected families, including a 14-year-old girl who lost her eyesight in
the blast.

**It's high time that the few stop ruining the lives of the many, high
time that those who hate stop bullying those who hope, high time to
stop the lilt of laughter and language being drowned out by bombs anc
guns and sirens,” he said.

**It's high time to stop yesterday's nightmares from killing
tomorrow's dreams.”

Hours earlier, Clinton moved down a long, narrow hallway of the
Stormont, where lawmakers in the new Northern Ireland Assembly
are schedule to meet in September.

Various factions showed up but stood in their own clusters, White
House press secretary Mike McCurry said. He said it looked like a
**college mixer” with everyone scoping out one another.

Today, they didn't mingle. But not so long ago, they wouldn't have
been in the same room.

**This is the first time the elected members of this Assembly have a
been together in one place at one time,” McCurry said.

Next week, according to news reports, there could be a first meetin
and handshake between Sinn Finn leader Gerry Adams and first
minister David Trimble, the Protestant who will head the Assembly.

These, officials said, are not so easy steps toward implementing the
Good Friday Peace Accord reached last spring with the mediation of
Former U.S. Sen. George Mitchell of Maine.

Clinton came to Northern Ireland, where unionists and nationalists
have been at odds for decades, with a dual message. He alternately
preached against tuming back and lauded what has been accomplishe
so far.

**Now, when I meet Palestinians and Israelis, I can say, "Don't tell
me it's impossible, look at Northern Ireland,™ Clinton told the Armag
audience in a cadence similar to President Kennedy's *'Let them com



to Berlin."

'When I meet Albanians and Serbs in Kosovo, I can say, ‘Don't tell
me it's impossible, look at Northern Ireland.™

But he also said that the people of Northern Ireland had been denied
the blessings of a normal life and warned that a second chance at
peace would not come in their lifetimes. **Do not let it slip away," he
said.

He urged them to brace themselves for more bombs and other
attempts to undo the peace accord. The test, he said, would be in how
they respond.

**How will you react to it all to the violence? How will you deal
with your differences? Can the bad habits and brute forces of yesterday
break your will for tomormow's peace?” he asked.

Throughout the day, Clinton was credited with making a difference.

Analysts have said the president took a bold risk in 1994 when he
granted Adams, who leads the political wing of the Irish Republican
Army, a visa and later invited him to the White House.

On Thursday, British Prime Minister Tony Blair again said Clinton's
involvement during the months of negotiations paid off time and again.

**There is no president of the United States of America that has done
more for peace in Northern Ireland than you,” he said in Belfast.

Seamus Mallon, a Catholic and deputy first minister of the Assembly
said Clinton had delivered on his commitment. ** Against all the odds
you have helped us break free from a violent and bitter past,” he said.

White House officials were pleased with several more steps taken
before Clinton arrived, including Adams' appointment of a
decommissioning contact person and Trimble's qualified statement
welcoming the move.

The moment Clinton walked down the stairs of Air Force One,
National Security Adviser Sandy Berger handed him a newspaper
bearing the headline ** Trimble agrees to meet Adams for Peace
Talks."

Berger told reporters, ' This is the headline we wanted to see when
we got here."

As Clinton departed for Dublin, several people in Armagh said he
had contributed to peace.

**I think he has made a difference. Anyone who does make a
difference and who can help is welcome, " said Robert Scott, a
58-year-old college lecturer and a Protestant.

** Actually our lives have been blighted by the troubles for 30 years,”
he said.

Gerald Douglas, a 69-year-old retired garage operator and a
Protestant, said it will help if Clinton encourages investment and
tourism.

But he also said Clinton had gotten **a wee bit of bad publicity" in
recent weeks because of his **personal problems."

** There's a fairly Christian outlook in Northern Ireland, both
Catholic and Protetant, and they don't take kindly to misdeeds.”

Asked if be is optimistic about peace, he said, ** You have to be."

Bernie Woods, a 27-year-old teacher who is Catholic, said of
Clinton, **He's been there from the very start "

Of the violence, she said, **It's frightening. You just think there's no
end to it."

She said she thinks the tragedy in Omagh has caused everyone to put
**all their heads together” and try to do something about it.

**It's the only thing left to do, really.”
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Clintons’ icy relations
still evident in Moscow

REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

MOSCOW — The marital
strains clearly showed as Presi-
dent Clinton and first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton worked their way
through a schedule of public
events here yesterday.

“I've been getting along fine,”
Mrs. Clinton said in her first public
remarks since her husband admit-
ted he had had an “inappropriate”
relationship with former White
House intern Monica Lewinsky.

Later in the day, she joined her
husband at School No. 19 for a
ceremony at the 118-year-old fa-
cility to mark the opening of the
school year. Neither Clinton made
any reference to the scandal, but
their body language spoke loudly.

The couple satnext to each other
on the stage, both with fixed smiles
for most of their time together. The
president whispered something to
his wife at one point, and she nod-
ded back — but the usual free ex-
changes between the two were
missing.

The first lady told the Russian
schoolchildren how pleased she
was to visit the school, where com-
poser Sergei Rachmaninoff once

taught.

Her casual style gradually grew
more formal as she neared the
close of her remarks. “It is my
great honor to introduce to you Bill
Clinton, the president of the
United States,” she said.

Typically, Mrs. Clinton makes
frequent references to “my hus-
band” when introducing the pres-
ident. This time, there was no af-
fectionate mention of their mar-
riage ties.

White House officials said the
Clintons had used a family vaca-
tion at Martha’s Vineyard as a time
for healing the wounds inflicted by
the president’s infidelity. Mrs.
Clinton had staunchly defended
her husband when the scandal first
broke in January.

“I'll tell you, looking at them
makes you think twice about
cheating,” one White House offi-
cial said.

Sympathy was definitely with
Mrs. Clinton in the small Moscow
clothing factory she toured with
President Boris Yeltsin’s wife,
Naina, yesterday morning before
joining her husband.

“On a human scale, 1 feel sorry

Pre<ident and Mrs: Clinton applaud a young student in a sailor’s suit

performing on the first day of school in Moscow yesterday.

for Ler,” said Tonya Salkina, who
irons fabrics on the small plant's
production floor. “She's a woman
above everything else, not just the
president’s wife. As with any fam-
ily, they have to deal with it them-
selves.”

Tatyana Nedzvetskaya, the
plant’s owner and Mrs. Clinton's
hostess for the visit, said she felt
distaste for the investigation that
brought Miss Lewinsky, a stained

dress and other sordid details to
public attention.

Miss Nedzvetskaya said she was
struck by Mrs. Clinton's openness
and intelligence, and said it never
occurred to her to bring up the
controversy surrounding Mr. Clin-
ton’s affair.

“What goes on behind the bed-
room doors is nobody else’s busi-
ness,”’ she said.
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Religion
helps teens

just say no

to drugs

Church exposure
has ‘major impact’

A\

Teens who have an active reli-
gious life and regularly eat dinner
with their families are less likely to
use drugs, alcohol and tobacco, ac-
cording to a survey released yes-
terday.

Religion “is a key factor in giv-
ing our children the moral values,
skill and will to say ‘no’ to illegal
drugs, alcohol and cigarettes,” said
Joseph A. Califano Jr., chairman of
the National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse at Columbia
University (CASA), which re-
leased its fourth survey of teens
and school officials on substance
abuse. .

If parents take their children to
religious services “beginning at a
very early age,” he said, “they can
have a major impact on whether or
not their children resist these sub-
stances.”

“Parental involvement is a crit-
ical protective factor,” added Mr.
Califano, who headed the nation's
top agency for health and welfare
during the Carter administration.
“The more often teens eat dinner
with their parents, the less likely

see DRUGS, page A8

By Chergl Wetzstein

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

From page Al

they are to smoke, drink or use
marijuana.”

According to the CASA survey,
proven anti-drug strategies were
to eat dinner as a family six or
seven times a week, have a parent
home after school and know a
teen’s whereabouts after school
and on weekends.

These latest findings about the
power of prayer and family cohe-
sion — which mirror earlier sur-
vey results — come amid strong
warnings that yet another genera-
tion of American teens is being en-
gulfed by mood-altering sub-
stances.

The CASA survey, which con-
sisted of 1,000 teens and 1,600
school officials, including partici-
pants from a Fairfax school, found
that drug use was the greatest con-
cern of teens for the fourth con-
secutive year.

It also found that drugs are
spreading in lower grades — 53
percent of middle-school students
now say there are drugs in their
schools, compared with 41 percent
in 1996.

“Drugs are universal,” said
Frank Luntz of Luntz Research
Cos., which conducted the CASA
survey. Teens see drugs “before
school, in school and after school”
and at parties on weekends, he
said.

The CASA study comes 12 days
after the federal government re-
ported that teen drug use climbed
from 9 percent in 1996 to 11.4 per-
cent in 1997.

The increase in drug use was
especially alarming among 12- and
13-year-olds, where there wasa 70
percent increase in marijuana use,
said the National Household Sur-

&

social vices, a survey says.

YEENS, DRUGS AND RELIGION

Teens who have active religious lives are less likely to Indulge In

four or more times a month

Teens who attend a religious service:

less than once a month

Smoked cigaret&g/s in the past month
(]

22%
Smoked marijuana in the past month
13 39
Drank alcohol in the past month
19 32
Say that hall their Iriends drink alcoho!
20 38 -

Know someone who uses illegal drugs like cocaine
49

Source: "Back 10 School 1998: The CASA National Survey of American Alliludes on Subslance Abuse VI:
@ens. Teachars and Principals.” National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse ai Columbia University.

vey on Drug Abuse.

The CASA survey also found
“dramatic” changes in drug atti-
tudes as 12-year-olds turned 13:
The teens were more likely than
the preteens to know (rug users
and dealers, less likely to report
drug users and less afraid of get-
ting caught using drugs, the CASA
survey said. It also found that, of
the teens who use marijuana, the
largest percentage — 28 percent —
s!}arted smoking it when they were
13.

On a positive note, the CASA
survey found that attending reli-
gious services four or more times
a month was a strong deterrent to
teen use of drugs, alcohol and to-
bacco.

The power of faith and “family
connectness” has been noted be-
fore, most recently in the
12,000-teen National Longitudinal
Study on Adolescent Health, re-
leased last September. That study
feund that youths with a “strong
religious identity” and close-knit
families often resisted the tempta-
tions of cigarettes, alcohol, mari-
juana and early sexual entangle-

The Washingion Times

ments.

Both Mr. Luntz and Mr. Califano
chided school officials for their ap- |
parent “denial” of the school drug
problem.

The CASA survey, which has a
margin of error of 3 percent, found
that 10 percent of middle-school
principals said there were drugs in
their school, compared with 53
percent of their students. A similar
gap appeared in high school, with
18 percent of principals saying
there were drugs, compared with
78 percent of students.

“It's on this score that principals
make monkeys of themselves as
they reveal their see-no-evil,
speak-no-evil posture,” said Mr.
Califano, who said the nation’s
education system may need an
overhaul similar to the 1996 wel-
fare reform.

He urged parents, educators
and religious leaders to “be less
self-indulgent” and give children
“the moral and social strength to
cope with the world of illegal
drugs, cigarettes and alcohol” that
awaits them as teens.
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bound by her oath not to give that statute full effect.
She could decide that the statute is so clearly unconsti-
tutional that she will not enforce it (a position Reno has
taken with respect 10 another statute, which purports to
abolish the Miranda rule). Or she could decide that the
statute has fallen under a constitutional pall and that
she will apply it only if all other options are exhausted
(not the case in the campaign finance context, since
C.ongressor Reno’s department can conduct their own
mvestigations). Either way, by exercising her constitu-
tional judgment, Reno would be following in the foot-
steps of her distinguished predccessor Robert Jackson,
who refused to prosccute Drew Pearson and Robert
Allen because of Jackson's constitutional misgivings
about the statute involved. (lle, too. paid a political
price: the decision cost him support upon his nomina-
tion to the Supreme Court.)

Yet Ldmond carries a deeper message for the atorney
general. Atits core, the case should remind Reno (and
her critics) that it is principal officers who must govern
their inferiors, not vice versa. The Educs in Govern-
ment Act does not vest prosecutorial discretion in the
director of the FBI or in Justice Department underlings.
[t leaves to the attorney general alone the decision as to
whether she has reccived “sulficient” information to ini-
tiate a preliminary investigation under the act. While
there have been times in our nation’s history when the
dircctor of the FBI held sway in the Justice Deparunent,
and still others when the attorney general (ollowed
the directions of his minions, these were not DOJ's
finest hours. If Janet Reno has read Edmond carefully,
she should bar any inferiors Irom seizing control of her
department—be they independent counsels or those
who favor their appointment.

ErEz KALIR is linishing his studies at Yale 1aw School.

ie_sse plays the Chelsea card.

FAMILY THERAPY

By Jason Zengerle
‘ ‘I intend ta reclsim my tamily life for my tam-

ilv,” the president of the United States insisted
m his Augnst 17 sarta culpa speech. “It’s
nobady's business but ours.” Yet, just days
later, the inevitable “Clmton in Caisis™ issue of Newsuwk
took America “nside the family.” The story painted a
poigu:\n( picture of the Clintons, already reconnecting
with one :mother even hefore the president’s grand
jury appearance. Hillary and Chelsea sought guidance
from Scripture in the living room. 1 love my dad. 1

understand. 1 can cope,” Chelsca remarked. Mother
and daughter then joined the president upstairs, where
all three prayed and hugged. Who's the fly-on-the-wall
reporter who provided this heartwarming gloss on the
first (amily's oh-so-privite business? None other than
the Reverend Jesse Jackson, whose access to the White
House family quarters has seemed to grow in direct
proportion to the depth of Bill Clinton’s political and
legal predicaments.

It certainly seems like an odd alliance. For years,
relations between Jackson and Clinton have ebbed and
flowed. 1n 1992, Clinton responded to an erroneous
report that Jackson planned to endorse Senator Tom
Harkin's presidential bid by calling him “double-
crossing” and “back-stabbing.” Later in that campaign,
after Clinton had publicly slighted Jackson as a way to
prove his New Democrat hona fides, Jackson fumed
that Clinton was “nothing but an appetite.” While the
personal enmity waned during Clinton’s lirst term,
Jackson was still a political wild card. In 1996, he led a
demonstration owtside the White llouse to protest the
wellare reforn bill.

But now, thanks to Bimhroglio, two of Washington's
greatest opportunists hiwe come together. For Jackson,
the Clintons’ crisis is an opportunity to gain media
attention and reinforce his position as the leader of the
cal constimency most loyal to the president:
Aftican Americans. For Clinton, Jackson is the perfect
spokesman: a man of the cloth who can recast a story of
alleged perjury or obstruction of justice into a family
drama about faith and forgiveness. Even better—ihanks
to the minister-penitent privilege, Jackson is likely
subpoena-prool.

\What makes Jackson really valuable, though, is that
he allows Clinton to play the Chelsea card. The public
likes Chelsea and feels sorry for her, but the White
House could never exploit that directly by having the
carcfully protected first daughter plead her wayward
dad’s case publicly. Only a surrogate could make her
an issue. Enter Jesse Jackson.

t all began in the very first days of the Lewinsky

scandal, when the Clintons invited Jackson to the

White House to watch the Super Bowl. They asked

him to call Chelsea at Stanford 10 sec how she was
holding up. The next morning, Jackson embarked on a
media marathon to talk about the Clinton family. On
“Today™ he pronounced Bill and Hillary "upbeat™ and
Chelsea “devoted to her father and so close to her
mother.” On "CBS This Morning™ he said the Clintons
were “a strong family.” He told the Associated Press of
Chelsea’s “inner strength and ... maturity.” On “Larry
King."” he culagized “the strength of Hillary™; Chelsca
was “totally helieving her father.”

In the current, most cnitical stage of the scandal,
Jackson has once again rushed to the first family’s aid.
On the Sanirday before Clinton’s Monday confessional,
Jackson comforted and counscled Hillary, whose hus-
band, the White House says. had just told her for the
first time that he had had an affair with Lewinsky. On

SEPTEMBER 14 & 21, 1998 THE NEw REFUBUIC 18

PHOTOCOPY
"RESERVATION



Sunday, Jackson invited J. Philip Wogaman and Walter
Shropshire, two reverends from the Methodist church
the president and first lady attend, onto his CNN show
“Both Sides.” The three clergymen discussed “the God
factor™ in the scandal and olfered palitico-biblical jusii-
fications for Clinton’s behavior, “We have this awesome
case of Ssmson with all of this strength, and yet the spe-
cial prosecutor, | suppase, would have locked him up,”
Jackson ventured. “King David did something that was
much worse than anything President Clinton is alleged
to have done,” Wogaman said, “and King David, if 1
read my Bible correcily, was not impeached.”

Jackson stayed on
CNN for a special
“Town Hall” show on
which  he resumed
reassuring the public
that,  despite  the
tough times, all was
fundamentally  well
within the Clinton
family. “The president
is embarrmssed,” Jack-
son said. “lt may
explain some of the
hedging. [ think he
would rather face all
of these reporters,
tonight, than to face
Hillary  onc-on-one
with those conversa
tion[s] and his daugh-
ter.” He then pleaded
with the American
public to view Clinton
not as the president
but as a man. “Politi-
cians tend to see Pres-
ident Clinton as an
ohject, as a competi-
tor, " and journalists
tend to see him as an
ohject,” Jackson said.
“But Hillary Clinton
and Chelsea see him
as a subject, as a hus-
band, as a father.”

Jackson then left the “lTown Hall® show still in
progress and went 10 the While House, where, he
would later reveal, he had heen summoned by Elillary
to @k to Chelsea. What happened next was obviously
deeply, decply private, and nabody’s business hut the
Clintons’ own—uniil, that is, Jackson hegan providing
details o “CBS This Morning,” ABC's “Good Morning
Amcrica,” National Public Radio, and “Lurry King
Live.” “We have seen the Clintons in triumph and we
have seen them in trauma,” Jackson wrote in Newsuserk.
"But throughout it all, we have seen them together.”
Says one White House aide: “I'm gratefunl that the role
Reverend Jackson's playing has heen so personal....

He’s been very helplul in providing the human fac
all this.”

In his guise as the Clintons’ spiritual adviser, Jackson
has most frequently been compared 1o Billy Graham.
But the comparison misses a critical difference between
the 1two—and how they were used by the presidents
they advised. When Graham was in his thirties, he
angered Harry Truman by blabbing to the press about
a meeting they'd had. As Graham writes in his autobi-
ography, fust As I Am, *1 vowed to myself it would never
happen again if I ever was given access to a person of
rank or influence.”

And it didn't. Gra-
ham, for all of his
attention-seeking,
never related specilics
of what he had seen,
said, or heard during
the time he spent with
presidents. Morcover,
the presidents he
counseled were oddly
protective  of him.
Richard Nixon. who
was probably closer
to Graham than any
other president, actu-
ally kept him from the
White House during
Watergate, apparently
to stop Graham [rom
offering  absohition
that Nixon knew he
didn’t deserve and
that would only serve
to make Graham look
foolish later.

With Jackson, ap-
parently, Clinton has
no such qualms. But,
cven if he did, Jack-
son would probably
ignorc them. Thanks
to the scandal, Jack-
son is back in the
public spotlight he so
obviously craves. It was not so long ago that people
wondered, "What would happen if Jesse Jackson held a
press conference and nobady came?” Now. as Jackson
once Said in a memorable “Saturday Night Live™ skit,
“the question is moot.” He usually salts his Bimbroglio
press appearances with a mention of his latest educa-
tion conference or his march through Appalachia to
draw utention to rural poverty. List week, on MSNBC,
Brian Williams even asked Jackson what he thought of
Clinton’s decision to attack terrorist l1argets in
Afghanistan and Sudan. The normally dovish Jackson
voiced his wholehearted support tor the strikes.

Of course, there is always the possibility that Clin-
ton is making his erstwhile ideological enemy political
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promises in exchange for his family counscling services.
In the run-up to the 1996 campaign, Clinton dangled
political carrots, like his admmstration’s continued
support of affirmative action, to dissuade Jackson from
mounting a primary challenge against him. Bnt jackson
may be warier this time. After all. if Bimbroglio proves
anything, it's that Clinton’s promises aren’t worth that
much. ¢

A hémocf&tic case for resignation.

SWEET GOOD-BYE

By Timothy Noah

“ here is the Democrats’ Barry Coldwa-
ter?” a Famons Television Journalist
asked me recently. What he meant was:

Where is the Democrat who has the guts
10 say what the late senator from Arizona said to Vice
President Gerald Ford in Augusi 1974 afier the retease
of the “smokiug gun” tape proving Nixon s involvement
in the Watergate cover-up? To wit: "T'he best thing he
can do for the country is 10 get the hell out of the
White House.” Goldwater said essentially the same
thing to Nixon's face in a meenng between Nixon and
Republican congressional leaders shortly before Nixon
resigned. So far, no leading congressional Democrat is
known to have said anything like this to Al Gore, Bill
Clinton, or anyone else at the White House, not even
since Clinton’s admussion thai he more or less commit-
ted perjury in his Paula Jones case deposition.

That isn’t because congressional Democrats disagree
with the commentariat’s outrage at Clinton's misbchav-
ior. (And, though Clinton’s alleged misdeeds full well
short of Nixon's, Kenncth Starr’s forthcoming report to
Congress seems likely to document an obstruction of
Jjustice allegation.) It's because: these Democrats are ter-
rified that what happened to congressional Republicans
in 1974 will happen to thewm in this fall’s midterm elec-
tions. The likelihood, though, is that it won't,

The congressional clection 1hat followed Nixon's res-
ignation was, for Republicans, a legendary fiasco. The
Democrats scored a net increase of |19 seats in the
House and 4 in the Senate: it was the biggest loss of
House seats for any sitting president’s party since 1958,
a recession year. The incoming Democratic freshmen
(including Tom Downey of New York, Tim Wirth of
Colorado, and Henry Waxnum of California) were
nicknamed “Watergate babies™ in recognition of their
presumed debt to Nixon's humiliation. The Republi-
can mcmnbents they defeated were, by implication,
Watergate casualties, killed off by their allegiance to a

disgraced party.

The relentless logic of the Republicans’ 1974 experi-
ence, as it applies to Democrats rumning in the nndst of
Bimbroglio. would seem to be: Don't ler Bill Clinton
resign in disgrace. Criticize his personal behavior, as
onc must, and then move on. Don't encourage voters to
view the Democratic Party as the scandal party. Hence
the reluctance of Democratic leaders like Dick Gep-
hardt and Tom Daschle to imitate Coldwater (or then-
Republican leaders Senator Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania
and Representative John Rhodes of Arizona, who were
less colorful butno less firm in pushing Nixon out).

ut what if widely held beliefs about the central-

ity of Nixon's resignation to the 1974 election

results are wrong? In fact, Watergate's precise

role in the Republican debacle is not clear. A
few political scientists, after scrutinizing their regression
analyses, have concluded that Watergate played no role
at all. That may be ascribing a bit too much explanatory
power to social science. But, certainly, a widely forgot-
1en factor—the economy—played at least as large a role
in the election as Watergate did. The 1973 Arab oil
embargo led to long lines at gas pumps and double-
digit inflation; unemployment, too, went up in 1973
and stayed high through 1974, In 1973, disposable
income began two decades of stagnation.

Today's boom, in contrast, seems to be quite durable
(unless you think Clinton’s fall would trigger a stock
market crash). Conscquently, 1998°s congressional in-
cumbents are surely less vulnerable to challenges from
putative "Bimbroglio babies™ than their 1974 forebears
were to challenges from Watergate babies (who might
just as easily be called “stagflation babies®). Says Fverett
C. Ladd of the Roper Center for Public Opinion Re-
search: “Watergate may have had almost nothing to do
with the 1974 elections.”

Another possibility is that Watergate had a profound
«ffect on the 1974 election, but Nixon's resignation did
not. As the University of California at San Diego’s Gary
Jacobson, a widely cited scholar of congressional elec-
tions, explains, the crucial cvents that sealed 1he con-
gressional Republicans’ fate may have occurred months
before the resignation. The Senate Watergate hearings
in 1973 had given a headsup 10 ambitious young
Democrats that 1974 would be an excellent year to run
for Congress, and Nixon'sapproval ratings confirmed
thatinkling by hovering at a dismal 20 to 30 percent
from late 1973 until his resignation. By contrast, Jacob-
son writes in his book, The Politics of Congressional Elee-
tions, “Republicans expected it to be a bad year, and
candidates and activists refused to extend themselves
in a losing cause.™ A measure of this was the extraordi-
nary amount of money Democratic challengers were
able to raise; in 1974, the average Democratic chal-
lenger spent three times as much as the average Repub-
lican challenger.

It might scem that Bimbroglio, which has been kick-
ing along since January. presented no more sudden
a windfall 1o Republican activists than Watergate did
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+care continuetl to recede yesterday,:as Sehate lea%

" of botliparties traded accusation’ of obstructi .

- while making little progress toward resolvmg theu-
differences.

. The Senate is considering three bills intended to
protect patients’ rights, but Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders have been stalemated for much of the
summer ‘over differences between their approach-
es—and over how to bring the bills to a vote.

With the two parties unable so far to work out
rules for debating the measures, Senate Minority
Leader Thomas A. Dagcple (DS D.) attempted the
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% In July, the House passed a Republican patient-pro-
38 “patients’ rights”

oeday to Senate  fromall three measures before the Senate

Militar,v Construction Bill Approved

yesterday an $8.45 billion blll to fund military con-
i jeasures to earn ﬁnal congress:onal approval.
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closings.

The final measure, crafted by congressnonal negoua
tors after both houses passed different versions, easily

~ cleared the Senate, 87 to 3. Clinton is expected to sign

it.

The legislation moved through Congress with little
fanfare and without the threat of a White House veto.
Last year, Clinton inaugurated his line-item veto

authority by striking 38 items from theaamespendmg :
bill. The line-item veto has since been ruled unconsti- :

- tutional.

With the House scheduled to return next week fmm
its summer recess, Congress faces a tight schedule to
pass the 12 remaining annual spending bills before the
start of the next fiscal year on Oct. 1. ;

—Compiled from reports by Amy Goldstein and Reuters









