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BODY :
It was a most unusual victory. But then again, it was the result of a most
unusual doctor.

After more than two years of fanatic -- many said foolhardy -- lobbying,
Sacramento surgeon Dr. Balazs "Ernie" Bodai on Wednesday watched as first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton unveiled his brainchild: a postage stamp to benefit
breast cancer research.

For Bodai and many other tireless advocates, it was a time to celebrate
something very few thought they could do and that others bitterly opposed.

"It blows me away," Bodai said before the White House ceremony. "This 1s a
victory for women and their families."

The 40-cent stamp, which goes on sale today, is the first U.S. "semi-postal"
1 stamp, with a purchase price above that of a regular first-class stamp to
benefit a special cause. The extra 8 cents per stamp is expected to raise
millions for research into potential new treatments for breast cancer, a disease
that kills 50,000 women in the United States every year.

"I am proud to build on the president's long-standing commitment to breast
cancer prevention and research," Hillary Clinton told the group assembled in the
White House East Room. "This historic stamp will be invaluable in our efforts to
increase research funding and save lives."

Bodai, who fled Budapest, Hungary, with his family in 1956, has always
bubbled over with big ideas. Now 47 and chief of surgery at Kaiser Permanente's
Morse Avenue hospital, he is known as an excellent surgeon and compassionate
doctor who always returns patient calls personally, despite a 12-hour workday.

His idea for the stamp "came out of the frustration dealing with so many
women who had breast cancer and seeing that we had made so few advances," he
said.

However pure his motives, Bodai got scant encouragement.

"I thought he was nuts," said his wife, Carol. "But when he sets his mind to
something, he will accomplish it."

The U.S. postmaster general swiftly rejected his first proposal, for a
l-cent-extra breast cancer stamp, made in a letter in January 1996. "He wrote
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Hillary Clinton tells Hispanics to emphasize education

PHILADELPHIA- Future demand for high-tech skills should compel Hispanics to
push for greater educational achievement, Hillary Rodham Clinton told the
nation's largest Hispanic civil rights group Monday. "The 21st century will be
ruthless, " Mrs. Clinton said to the National Council of La Raza at its annual
conference. Citing statistics that nearly a third of all Hispanic students drop
out of high school, Mrs. Clinton said those numbers have to improve for the
nation's swiftly growing Latino population to share fully in the American dream.






PM-PA--La Raza,b500
Nation's largest Latino advocacy organization meets in Phila.
phgpdnesl

PHILADELPHIA (AP) The National Council of La Raza is holding its annual
convention in a Northeastern city for the first time, as the nation's largest
Latino advocacy organization seeks to expand its coalition.

‘' "There are commonalities of issues across the country. This convention
gives people an opportunity to meet with others who face the same thing they
do,'' said Lisa Navarrete, a spokeswoman for the convention.

In the past, La Raza has drawn a predominantly Mexican American
membership.

The conference opened Sunday and runs through Wednesday. It is expected to
draw more than 10,000 people.

Today's events feature a keynote address by First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton and remarks by Gov. Tom Ridge.

The nearly 40 workshops at the four-day convention focus on "~ “any issue
that could possibly affect the Latino community,'' said Ms. Navarrete. Besides
broad-based issues, she said, the convention will offer workshops on practical
matters such as the homebuying process.

Another hot topic at Sunday's sessions was the status of Puerto Rico.

Fernando Martin Garcia, vice president of Puerto Rico's Independent Party,
argued that statehood is not an option for people who believe they are a
separate nation.

‘"The fact is that Puerto Rico is a colony, one of the last remaining
colonies in the world,'*' said Martin.

"It is always better to rule yourself than to be ruled by others. And no
country has ever been more ready to rule than Puerto Rico.''

Carlos Romero Barcelo, Puerto Rico's nonvoting representative in
Congress, saw the decision as a simple choice -- whether to hold on to U.S.
citizenship or to risk losing it.

""Millions of people throughout the world risk their lives, their
families' lives, coming here in leaky boats to become citizens,'' he said.

Commonwealth status, Romero said, leaves Puerto Ricans on the island at a
disadvantage. They are U.S. citizens but cannot vote. They receive less in
federal assistance, such as Medicare and SSI. And they have no voice in
Congress.

Other workshops Sunday included information on assimilation,
cardiovascular health and youth leadership.

Meanwhile, visitors could browse at the conference's Latino Expo, which
featured information booths, raffles and giveaways by more than 300
corporations, publications, government agencies and community organizations.

One of La Raza's broader themes this year is education. The council will
release a report at the end of the convention on education based on census
statistics and other research for its " “State of the Hispanic America''
series.

Navarrete said that Latinos now have a higher school-age population than
African-Americans, but they do not have as strong a voice in policymaking. The
issues raised by this disparity will be addressed in workshops on school
equality and the Latino Civil Rights movement.

*kkk filed by:APE-(PA) on 07/20/98 at 07 :53EDT **#*%
**x*x* printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 07/20/98 at 16:02EDT **#**



BC-PD-LA-RAZA
National Council of La Raza Opens Convention in Philadelphia

By Jeremy Moore, Philadelphia Daily News
Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News

Jul. 20--The National Council of La Raza (NCLR), a Washington, D.C.-based
political lobbying organization, opened its convention yesterday hoping to
bring awareness to the Latino community of Philadelphia.

" "There are commonalities of issues across the country. This convention
gives people an opportunity to meet with others who face the same thing they

do,'' said Lisa Navarrete, spokeswoman for the convention.
The nearly 40 workshops at the four-day convention_focus on " “any issue
that could possibly affect the Latino community,'' said Navarrete. She said

that broad-based issues come to discussion, but they also offer workshops on
practical matters such as the homebuying process workshop offered in Spanish
yesterday at the Pennsylvania Convention Center.

One of NCLR's broader themes this year is education. As part of their
practical application of the issue, NCLR will release a report at the end of
the convention on education based on census statistics and other research for
its " “State of the Hispanic America'' series.

Navarrete said that Latinos now have a higher school-age population than
African-Americans, but they do not have as strong a voice in policymaking. The
issues raised by this disparity will be addressed in workshops on school
equality, and the Latino Civil Rights movement. She believes they require
national attention.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, who is known as a strong advocate of
children's rights and an authority on educational issues, will address the
convention luncheon today.

"We're looking forward to it,'' Navarrete said. "~ “She's someone who is
recognized as a dynamic speaker, and is very in touch with the issues we want
to address.'!

NCLR conventioneers are also celebrating two major historical
anniversaries. This year is the 150th anniversary of the end of the
Mexican-American war, and the 100th anniversary of the annexation of Puerto
Rico.

"We want to take the time to acknowledge these dates, and then look
forward to the future,'' said Navarrete.

A major issue regarding the future of Puerto Rico is possible statehood. A
panel discussion yesterday focused on the island's current international
condition.

Genaro Delvalle, a native Puerto Rican and now a North Philadelphia
resident, called the convention a " ~wonderful opportunity.''

"It brings people together and makes them aware of things that are
happening that they might have been unaware of,'' he said.

Other workshops yesterday included information on assimilation,
cardiovascular health and youth leadership. The convention opening saw 5,000
attendees.

""If this keeps up, we will break Chicago's record,'' said Navarette,
referring to last year's convention, which had a record overall attendance of
14,000.

Today's luncheon will be held at the Convention Center Ballroom, and is
open to the public for a cost of $75. Proceeds will go toward operating costs
of the NCLR.

Visit Philadelphia Online, the World Wide Web site of the Philadelphia
Daily News, at http://www.phillynews.com

(c) 1998, Philadelphia Daily News. Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune

Business News.
END!AS9?PD-LA-RAZA
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THE RELJIABLE SOURCE

By Annie Groer and Ann Gerhart

oo NOW YOU KNOW S o o0 il it

AL AHOTO/SY BAT SCOTTY MOEIES— SAN RACECD OEDLE WA ATSODATED PSS

Wilsey and Clinton at the ballet in Amwuary.

@ Our little girlis growing up.
Moréca Lewdinsky tums 25 today.
She'll celebrate, if that is the
operative verb given her current
situation, in Los Angeles with her
amily: Mom Mardia Lewts,
stepfather Peter Strauss, brother
Michael, Dad Bernard Lewinsky and
stepmother Barbara.

TheyV go to “a quaint little
restaurant in Brentwood,” said
familv ecnnkecwnman hwdv Smith

So what does
Monica want as a
gift? “She doesn't
want a subpoena,”
said Smith; she
craves “her
freedom and her life
hack ®

w Hello, Matt. . .In
January, Stanford
freshman Chrelsea
Ctton went to the
black-tie San
Frandao Ballet
opening with
sophomore Matt
Wilsey. Last spring,
Chelsea took junior
Matthew Plerce to the ampus
chapel and then to bnmch with her
parents. Now young Wisey and his
folks are installed at the White
House for a few days, “just emjoying
the very hot and humid weather,” he
told The Source yesterday.

On Tuesday night, Chelsea, the
Wilseys and college pal Bridget Hinds
dined at 701 Pernsylvania Avenue.
Yesterday, she and Hinds toured the
Holocaust Memorial Muscum












Friendship has produced
highly effective alliance

By Susan Page \
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Without much fanfare, they
have become among the capiwal's closest strategic
parmers and political allies.

And chums.

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and Hillary Rodham —————
Clinton over the past three years have forged a
quiet Foggy Bottom-White House partnership that
has pushed concems once sidelined as “women's
issues" toward the mainstream of foreign policy.

Working in different arenas and different
ways, they have forced a sometimes-resisant for-
eign policy establishment to put some issues high-
er on the agenda, among them combating inter-
nationa) trafficking in women and girls, training
women 1o be leaders in fledging democracies and
granang “micro-credit” laans to women in devel-
oping nauoas to start small businesses.

S ——ia

As a resull. the United States has heiped boost
turnout by women voters in Bangladeshi elec-
tions, establish a program in Russia to combat
domestc violence, target aid to women and chil-
dren refugees in Afghanismn and train women
leaders in Mongolia.

“If you ask the question,
‘Does it make any difference
that prominent womnen are in-
volved at the highest levels of government?’ this
is clearly an example.” says Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna Shalala, who works
with both of them.

Albright, 61, is the Airst womnan ever to serve
as secretary of State, the highestqanking woman
in the history of the U.S. government Hillary
Clinton, 50, is arguably the mast powerful first
lady in history and certainly the most well<rav-
eied. She has represented the United States on

Please see COVER STORY next page »
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every continent except Antarctica.
The no-nonsense pawr brook no
criticism from traditionalists in the
State Department or foreign minis-
tries who may look askance at their
alliance or complain that the issues
they spollight don't belong at the top
of the agenda. In the past, that's been
the province of such concems as
arms conurol and geo-strategic alli-
ances — and the domain of men,
"It doesn't hurt to raise these is-
sues as long as they don't supplant
the proper attention (0 the firsitier

COVER STORY

issues, which are issues that affect
America's vital interests,”” says
Thomas Moore, a foreign policy and
defense analyst at the conservative
Heritage Foundation.

Foreign policy experts in Congress
and think tanks are divided on what
priority should be given to issues re-
laung 1o the status and treatment of
women. But they generally don criti-
cze the Albright<Clinton partership.

And if foreign officials have any
objections, they're not likely to ex-
press them openly.

“Advancing the status of women is
a goal that can never again be con-
fined to the backwaters or side chan-
nels” Albright said Saturday in a
speech at the National Women's Hall
of Fame in Seneca Falls, N.Y. She
was one of 21 new inductees. “It has
become what it must always be: pan
of the mawnstream ol the foreign pol-
icy of the United States”

Hillary Clinton speaks in Seneca
Falls today, marking the 150th anni-
versary of the conference that
launched the women's rights move-
mentin the United States.

in large part because of Albright
and Hillary Qlinton, this adminisira-
tion has devoted more rhetoric and a
higher prority to addresng so-
called womnen's issues in foreign poli-
cy than any previous one.

*“The first lady for the last four or
five years has focused a good deal of

auention on women and family is-
sues: in a development and interna-
tional contexa, before Madeleine was
secretary” says White House nation-
al secunty adviser Sandy Berger.
“Now Madeleine comes along, and
here one plus one equals ¥

Built in China

They first met at a Children's De-
fense Fund event in the 1980s, but
the two womnen didn‘t know each oth-

er particularly well before President
Clinton appointed Albright United

Swn Operveee

Forging an allegiance: First lady Hillary Rodham Cknton and Secewvy of State
Madeleine Albnght at an internauonal Women's Day ceremony in March.

Nations ambassador in December
1992. Their pannership was forged
when they worked together at the
U.N. conference on women in Bei-
jing in 1995, still the touchstone of
their relationship. Now they have the
easy familiarity of sisters.

They meet or talk regularly, per-
haps every week; their top staffers
confer almast every day. Every six
weeks or so, the two try to get logeth-
er for a private lunch or dinner, slip-
ping out on a recent Friday night to
sample the food and share desserts
at the Vidalia restaurant Their secu-
rity agens sit a discreet distance
away at a separate table.

Their cooversations cenier not
only on serious policy concerns but
also on personal magers, friends say.
They have a fair amount in common:
Both Wellesley graduates, both the
mothers of daughters, both women
who have faced difficulties in their
marriages, both suongfmnded pro-
fessionals who have succeeded in
flelds dominated by men.

On a bookcase behind Albright's
desk is a picture of themn conferring
in a resooom in Prague during a 1996
trip while male aides cooled their
heeis outside “To Madeleine, who
leads feariessly where others may
fear to tread," Hillary Clinlon signed
il “With great pride and affection
from your friend in the ‘giris’ room” "

Aboard Air Force One during one
foreign trip, Albright and Hillary
Qinton and their chiefs of stafl,
Elaine Shocas and Melanne Verveer,
were immersed in lengthy consulta-
tions. The raucous bursts of laughter
that punctuated their conversation
drew questioning glances from thase

USA TODAY - THURSDAY, JULY 16, 1998

nearby.

Their topic?

Falled exercise regimes.

“They're tough women with
senses. of humor." says Maureen
Stelnbruner, who succeeded Al-
bright as president of the Center for
National Policy, a Democagc think
tank “They’re both really suong
people, and I think they probably re-
spect each other a lot for that”

The U.N. conference in Beijing
was a formative experience. There
was flerce criticistn at home of the
conference itself and of Hillary Qlin-
ton's attendance, given China's hu-
man-rights record. She was the hon-
orary chair of the U.S. delegation,
which Albright led.

“We developed a kind of fighting
spirit amongst us — that we were go-
ing to make this work and we weren't
going 10 back down and we weren't
going to be apologedc,” recalls Lynn
Cutler, a member of the delegation
now on the president’s stafl.

“Our real close working relason-
ship acrually began in China” at the
conference, Albright agreed In re-

10 wrinten questiars submitted
by USA TODAY. “After working o
gether on that, we decided 0 work to-
gether on issues ranging from the rule
of law to womens groups.” (Qintoo
declined to answer wrillen quesuoos. )

The next year, Albright and Hilla-
ry Cizton traveled abroad together
again, this time to the Czech Repub-
lic for meetings with President Va-
clav Havel and a July 4 speech by
Clinton from the new Radlo Free Eu-
rope headquarters. Albright gave
Qlnton a tour of her nanve Prague,
including the childhood home her































































