

















































































































































































































































































































RUG 17 ’98 ©8:58 FR SKIP RUTHERFORD

President
arged to tell
all to public

“linton will testify today
n Monica Lewinsky case

BY TERKY LEMONS
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTF.

WASHINGTON — Bill Clinton
aces the most perilous day of his
»residency today as he reveals to
srosecutors and a criminal grand
ury details about his relationship
~ith Monica Lewinsky.

Clinton huddled Sunday in the
White House with a small circle of
:awyers amid signs that, after sev-
2n months of denying a sexual re-
{ationship, he will change his sto-

ry.

One of his advisers told The
New York Times that Clinton’s
team had secured the president’s
agreement to acknowledge that he
had engaged in an inappropriate
p}lgsical relationship with Lewin-
sky.

But the adviser said Clinton

will deny that he counseled her or
anyone else to lie about it, or that
he committed perjury in a deposi-
tion in the Paula Corbin Jones
sexual-harassment lawsuit.

“*The truth is the truth. Period.
And that’s how the president will
testify,” said David Kendall, Clin-
ton’s private attorney.

Pressure intensified from Re-
publicans, Democrats and even
Clinton’s former aides for the
president to go beyond that and
cxplain himself to the public.

“I think he ought to tell every-
thing, answer every question, and
then tell the American people
why he waited until now to talk
with them,” former White House
chief of staff Leon Panetta said on
NBC's Meet the Press. )

Clinton was considering mak-
ing a national address after his
testimony, CNN reported. The
Times said that would likely come
at 8 p.m. or later and be broadcast
from the White House residence
instead of the Oval Office.

At noon CDT. independent
counsel Kenneth Starr’s team and
Clinton's lawyers will crowd into
the White House Map Room, ance
used by President Franklin Roo-
sevelt to track World War I1 troop
movements.

There, Clinton will answer
questions for several hours before
a closed-circuit television camera.
The encrypted signal will be trans-
mitted 13 blocks down Pennsylva-
nia Avenue to the E. Barrett Pret-
tyman Courthouse, where 23 feder
al grand jurors will watch and,
perhaps, ask their own questions.

Some of Clinton’s closest politi-
cal aides — who have been 1n the
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dark for months about Lewinsky —
weren't sure just what would hap-
pen afterward.

“He's been in a lot of tough situa-
tions before, but these are his dark-
est days,” one fortner White House
lawyer said recently.

Today's predicament dwarfs any-
thing Clinton has encountered be-
fore, including his gubernatorial de-
feat in 1980, the Gennifer Flowers
and draft-dodging allegations from
the 1992 presidential campaign and
the other aspects of Starr’s White-
water investigation.

But Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, be-
lieves Clinton can survive the alle-
gations against him — if he tells the
truth and “asks the American peo-
ple to for%ive him.”

*So help me, if he lies before the
%rand jury, that would be grounds
or impeachment,” Hatch wamed
on Meet the Press.

Lanny Davis, a former White
House special counsel and longtime
Clinton defender, called on the
president to release today’s testimo-
ny about his relationship with
Lewinsky, 25, a former White House
intern and low-ranking aide.

“He ought to tell everything, an-
swer every question, and then tell
the American people why he waited
until now to talk with them,” Davis
said on Meet the Press.

The flurry of comments on the
Sunday morning news shows un-

;

folded as Clinton attended services
at the Foundry United Methodist
Church. Walking into the church, he
held hands with Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who wore sunglasses on the
overcast day.

The service, led by minister Wal-
ter Shropshire Jr., had a few indirect
references to Clinton's situation.

“When we have opposition and
hopeless situations, God bears us up
on eagles’ wings,” Shropshire said.

At another point, an unidentified
member of the church clergy asked
the congregation to pray for bomb-
ing victims in Africa and Northern

Ireland and for “men and women in
leader<hin ™
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Clinton appeared somewhat pen-

sive during the service, but he
emerged smiling and playing with a
toy sphere that Shropshire had used
as a prop during his sermon.

d

Clinton, who at times has been
istracted himself this weekend by
laying cards with friends and walk-

ing his doF, Buddy, met with his
or

lawyers be
Sunday afteimoon

e church and devqted
to preparations

for today's testimony.

Hillary Clinton was an active par-

ticipant in the strategy sessions, a se-
nio‘; aide told The Washington Post.

Clinton acknowledged privately

to aides this week that there was an

¢

‘inappropriate relationship” with

Lewinsky, signaling some sort of sex-
ual conduct between them, accord-
ing to advisers quoted by The Asso-
ciated Press, the Tomes and the Post.

£ 0N ™~

Il he testifies to that effect, it
would be a dramatic contrast with his
earlier statements about Lewinsky.

Exactly seven months ago today.
Clinton gave a sworm deposition be-
fore Jones' lawyers. During ques-
tioning, he denied hgmg sexual re-

ions with Lewlinsky.
latxJo r?nes‘ attorneys had offered a

three-part definition of sexual rela-
tions, gut U.S. District Judge Susan
Webber Wright had whittied that
down to a one-pait d_eﬁr}mon —
“contact with the genitalia. anus.
groin, breast, inner 'thxgh. or but-
tocks of any person with an intent to
arouse or gratify the sexual desire
ny person.’”’
¥ aCl!{ngon advisers quoted by The
AP and the Post said that leaves the
president a narrow window 1n
which he cantell the grand jury that
he had “sex play with Lewinsky —
iust not the sort he was asked about
y Jones' attorneys. )

On Jan. 26, Clinton was more di-
rect with the American public, of-
fering no qualifiers when he insist-
ed “‘he did not have sexual relations

i at woman. . .
Wlt'tll"ht-‘c; possibility of Clmtor_).spht-
ting legal hairs on the d_eﬁmtxon.of
sexual relations didn't sit well with
some key members of Congress, who
fanned out on the Sunday news










































Rethinking Hillary

Agreelng to disagree

Thursday to say that while she often

agreed with these writings and al-
ways considered them thoughtfully when
she didn't, she simply had to let me know
that I deserved an arrow-down for the item
about Hillary Clinton that momning.

She said she wanted to give me the same
advice she always gave her teen-agers when
they staked out what she perceived as shaky
ground. It was that I should rethink. That's
all. Just take another look And if I chose to
stand by my writings of that moming after
rethinking, then we'd agree to disagree.

Hers was a fair request, if a tad conde-
scending, treating me as she would a child.
The column in question gave Hillary a
downward arrow and said that while her
marital expectations and allowances were
her private business,theideathat she was
a modern ideal for women was errant. Tam-
my Wynette was standing by George Jones
long before this; little girls should be en-
couraged to become president, not to mar-
ry the best politician and wildest tomcat in
classand put up with Gennifers and Eliza-
beths and Kathleens and Monicas along the
way. Those had been my points.

The caller, who seemingly had organized
her thoughts for the conversation, said she
wanted to ask me a few questions.

Was I a woman? The answer wasno. Had
I ever been a woman enduring a philan-
dering husband or seeking a divorce? The
answer was no. Had I ever been a woman
enduring a philandering husband or seek-
ing adivorce amid the intense humiliation
of public glare and political attack? The an-
swer was no.

I sensed the point was that I needed to
walk a mile in Hillary’s pumps and that
there was no way I could.

The caller said that was partly the point.

The rest of the point, she explained, was
that I should consider the extraordinary
strength and grace of a woman of intelli-
gence and character standing up strong to
this certain humiliation, trying to hold to-
gether a family she loved that included not
only a philandering husband but a mar-
velous daughter, and doing so in the in-
comprehensible discomfort of a public
spectacle. She said she would gladly direct
her own daughter to Hillary’s example.

I encouraged my pleasant caller to
reread the offending p ph to take note
of the sentence saying that Hillarv Clinton'’s
marriage was her private business.

Whether she chooses to walk out on the
guy or stick with him. whatever her rea-
soning, bears not at all on my opinion of her.
1 don't admire or criticize her for staying; I
wouldn't admire or criticize her for leaving.
Either way, I acceptthatit’s her life, her call,
her choice. If she stays for power or stays for
love or leaves for pride—it's got nothing to
do with anyone but her.

My contention was that it was a mistake
to assi%'n exemplary status to Mrs. Clinton
on the basis of her marital association to a
prominentpolitician, and especially a long-
unfaithful marital association.

I don't have a daughter, but if I did, I
might direct her not to Mrs. Clinton, but to
the example of a certain group of women of

ﬁ pleasant-sounding woman called
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Little Rock who will have a reunion this fall
and to whom Hillary has been invited to
speak. Those women organized in 1958 to
challenie the racist culture of the time and

fight to keep the public schools open.

Since I find individual acts of courage
and commitment more admirable than
marital associations and private reasons for
staying in them, I care more about what
those women did than I care about the
prominence of the men to whom they hap-
pened to have been wed.

So when mycaller suggested that surcly
I took some measure of pride in Mrs. Clin.
ton's strength and grace under pressure
since she was my first lady, I said no. She is
not royalty and I am not a subject. I have my
own first lady, thank you. I take no more
pride in Mrs. Clinton thanI did in Barbara
Bush or Nancy Reagan or Betty Ford, which
is to say none at all.

I admire Eleanor Roosevelt not because
she stayed wed to FDR despite his la-
dyfriend. I admire her for the sensitivities
and values she demonstrated more than 50
years ago, when times were tougher for
women, and for her independent public
persona.

And I might have mentioned to my caller
that at least those other presidential wives
weren't presuming by first ladyhood to re-
make health care or complaining about a
glass ceiling that limited the heights they
might otherwise reach or wearing first la-
dyhood on their sleeves or blaming their
unzipped husband’s troublecs on the images
of their husband’'s home states.

Well, said my pleasant caller, perhaps a
factor was that that I simply didn't like Mrs.
Clinton. My caller and I could agyee on that.

But my assignment was to consider the
caller’s points and rethink my position. I
have done so. And now I wish to revise the
arrowed assessment of Mrs. Clinton 'ln
Thursday's paper.

Based on the point ] was making and on
my consideration of my caller's pleasant
challenge, I am willing to concede that 1
should have assigned a downward arrow
not to Hillary personally but to Hillary as a
role model.

For Hillary personally, I should have as-
signed a crossways arrow, because the 1ssuc

ot whether she stays with the First Tomecat.
and why, is thoroughly her business and an
issue on which I am entirely and blissfully
neutral.

But at the risk of undermining that mod-
erate concession, ] must say this in closing:
Please don't ask me to admire that she
helped her husband with a speech in which
he sort of confessed sex play with another
woman.

—— o- L

John Brummerty columrn appears every Tuesday.
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.
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