




































































































































































First Lady’s wisit rich with history

XBITW Hillary Rodham Clinton honors
Kate Mullany, a 19th century union
ictivist, and says that fight continues

ly TIM O'BRIEN
Saff writer

First Ladv Tillary Rodham Clinton came Wednesday
a a proudly working-class  neighborhood to honor a
voman who organized the first all-female union in the
ountry, telling an audience of more than 1,500 that the
wht Kate Mullany started more than a century ago isn't
wer yet.

“T'he voices of Kate Mullany andall the womenand men
I Tioy and this area still speak to us,” she said. “They
wight for hetter wages, and we still do today. They fought
r hetter working conditions, and we still do today. They
mght for respect at work and at home, and we stlll do
»(I.W ki

Standing in front of the newly repainted home at 350
irhth St., Clinton honored Kate Mullany as part of her
save Anierica’s “Treasures™ tour of the Northeast, which
iwhlights historic sites. The four- day tour ends today.

In 1869, Mullmy led 200 of her co-workers on a strike
ver wages and conditions in the shirt-collar factories
here women toiled in 100-degree heat for 12 to 14 hours
iy

The three-story, solid-brick homne was built in 1860,
vie for with the increased wages Mullany carned, hut is
w comsidered architecturally significant. It was naned a
ational Historic Landmark in April not because of its

icks and mortar hut because of the strength of the
onan who once lived there.

“I'here have heen very few women with the talents and

dication of Kate Mullany,” Clinton told a crowd that
wked the narrow urhan street to see her. “She worked
wrd 1o make it possible for other women to have hetter
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wages and hetter working condi-
tions. She literally transformed the
lives of women.”

- Clinton spoke on the eve of the
L50th anniversary of the Women’s
Rights Convention in Seneca Falls.
She will speak there today to re-
member the women who voted to
declare: “All men and women are
¢reated equal.”

* “They proclaimed a truth, but
they were consulercd radical,” she
sald

- The street where Clinton spoke,
in the city's North Central neigh-
borhood, is one of the poorest in
Troy. The Mullany home sits next
to a quick oil-change shop, and the
city worked overtime to clean up
garbage that had been piled in a lot
across the street before her visit.

_ But Clinton said she came on her

tour to honor working Americans:
and particularly women too often
ignored in history.

“We can never forget that a great
country is measured not only by our
heroes and our well-known people,
but by what all of us do,” she said.
“We have empowered average men
and women, working men and

omen. That is what has made
Arnprlca different. That is what has
madé America great. Both the wom-
en’s movement and the labor move-
ment reached out to make life hetter

for all Americans.”
- Clinton was presented with a

decorative box containing a shirt
collar and a postcard of Troy's first
collar factory.

Born in England of Irish parents,
Mullany arrived in America before
the age of 10. Her mother was
widowed, and she went to work to
support her younger siblings.

“She found the conditions de-
plorable,” said the Rev. ‘Thomas
Phelan, institute historian at Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute and au-
thor of “The I ludson Mohawk In-
dustrial Gateway." “They were
making $2 to $3 a week 'm(l for one
ofthe hardest johs going.™

- After the union fonned, workers
demanded and received a 25 percent
wage increase. Over the next several
week.

At the time Mullany organized
the collar workers, Clinton said in
her speech, many of the women, like
Mullany herself, were the sole pro-
viders for their families. The labor
leader was only 19 at the time.

“When she fonined the union, she
knew she was taking a big risk.”
Clinton said. “Because of Kate Mul-
lany’s leadership, they succeeded.
They put their wages on a par with
men's wages, which was quite an
accomplishment in 1869.”

Clinton gave special thanks to
Mary Lou McGuirk, the owner of
the home.

“It is a little strange to call and
say, ‘Do you mind if we invite a few
people over?' " she said.

Mayor Mark Pattison broke intoa
hroad grin as he stepped to the
podium for his introductory re-
marks.

“This is a big deal,” Pattison said.
“This is a really hig deal.”

“This city, like this country, is
blessed with many historic riches,”
he said. “Often they are identified as

behind, but the physical structures
are only reminders of the story that
they tell.”

Joining Pattison and Clinton on
the dais was Josephine Sano, presi-
dent of the Albany Central Federa-
tion of Labor.

After her nearly 20-minute talk,
Clinton stepped down from the
podium and shook the hands of
residents, politicians and others who
crowded forward to greet her.

“She was so sweet and lovely and
very, very patient,” said Kathy
Spiak, a Maplewood School kinder-
garten teacher who shook the First
Lady’s hand. “It just seemed very
genuine. She took her time, shook
everyone's Rand. | said, *1 respect
vou so much.” ™

Gennie Hunt, who teaches at the
same school, could not stop gush-
ing.

“She s a beauutul woman, a
wonderful woman," she said. “This
is more than 1 hoped for. 1 thought
her speech was wonderful. She real-
ly hit the high points of the history
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PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNIOI
SMILING for the camera, First Lady Hillary Clinton makes her entrance on

the side of the Kate Mullany House on Eighth Street, Troy, Wednesday.
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Mission impossible: find
first lady Hillary Clinton

» President’s wife
ends up staying night
at Auburn Holiday

John S. Merculief I and Matt
Sullivan
Staff Writers

AUBURN — Rumors flew.

Hillary’s staying at the Holiday
Inn in Auburn, and there’s a big
sign out front.

Hillary’s staying at the house of
a dean from New York Chiroprac-
tic College.

No. she’s staying at the Gould
Hotel in Seneca Falls.

For security purposes. where the
tirst lady would sleep Wednesday
night was kept hush-hush. with
White House staff making reserva-
tions and performing secunty checks
at many hotels around the region
over the past week.

Those checks and reservations
caused hundreds ot hotel workers
and bystanders to believe they knew
definitively where the first lady
would lie down to sleep last night.

And those people told their
friends.

Andtheir fnends told their friends.

And so on.

Hotels denied everything. Some
speculated that the stronger the
denial, the better the chances the
first lady would stay at that hotel.

By the time Clinton arrived
Wednesday, her hotel of choice was
shrouded deep within a protective

(%3
Iis great to know
shes staving at the Holi-
dav Inn with the rest of
us regular people.”

— Elisa Lyles,
Holiday Inn guest
from Austin, Texas,
who is attending
ERA summit

layer ot rumor. false information,
and second guessing.

When Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
motorcade rolled into the Aubum
Holiday Inn parking lot, the women's
rights representatives squealed with
delight.

“It’s great to know she’s stay-

ing at the Holiday Inn with the rest
of us regular pcople.” said Elisa
Lyles of Austin. Texas.

Lyles was onc of three members
of ERA Summit staying at the hotel
where Clinton arrived at 8:45 p.m.
last night.

ERA Summit is a coalition of
national women'’s groups trying to
get the Equal Rights Amendment
ratified by three more states.

The three were told to close the
curtains in their room, so they decid-
ed to come down and stand on the
sidewalk to wait for Clinton’s amval.
Lyles said.

They took turns holding a banner
with their group’s logo and purpose
emblazoned on it.

Clinton 1s likely to help get the
group’s message out, said Stacy Jar-
boe of Louisville, Ky.

“Women will be represented in
the Constitution.” Jarboe said. *Peo-
ple have just had trouble with hav-
ing such a strong woman in the
White House.™

For Lyles, Clinton’s stay at the
hotel was exciting.

*“Maybe we'll see her later at the
pool,” she said. “Well, you know, you
can be hopeful.”






























Sign capture
Hillary’s fan cy

» First lady takes up offer
for an ice cream cone
from Weedsport girls

W.T. Kelsey
Correspondent

WEEDSPORT — A spruced-up vil-
lage and two Weedsport girls with a card-
board sign accomplished something unex-
pected Wednesday.

Cassidy Thompson, 7. of Weedspon. was
standing with her sister Kelsey. a fifth-
grader at Weedsport Elementary' School.
waiting to catch a glimpse of first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton as she passed
through the village on her Save Ameri-
ca’'s Treasures Tour.

The two were hoping for a wave. and
maybe for Clinton to look at one. or both
of them.

Earlier in the day the two Thompson
daughters, with a little help from their
mother, came up with an idea. Maybe they
should ask the first lady to stop for an ice
cream cone.

The three Thompsons set to work —
and stopped Hillary's motorcade, the press
corps bus, and a handful of dark trucks
carrying secret service agents.

The sign read: **Hi Mrs. Clinton. Want
an Ice Cream Cone?”

Clinton noticed the sign and took time
out from her tour to grab a vanilla raspberry
twist.

“I'm excited about her coming through
because it will be fun to wave at her.”
Kelsey said, before Clinton stopped. '
like her because they have the same kind
of dog.”

When asked about the sign, the voung
Kelsey couldn’t help but tell the truth.

*“*My mom came up with the slogan.
All 1 did was help with the sign.” Kelsey
said. as her younger sister Cassidyv held

The Citizen Auburn, N.Y.
July 16, 1998

Ice cream cone earns
thumbs up from Clinton

Continued from Al
on to her mother’s leg, shocked silent
by the commotion.

The Thompsons, sign in hand, set
up shop in front of DB’s and waited.
And waited.

Surprise stop

At about 1:10 p.m., the lights of
the cavalcade appeared flashing in
the distance as they made their way
from the Thruway.

The convoy slowed, and after a
few words through the intercom sys-
tem, the crowd was pleased and ready
to set off for home.

Then the convoy stopped, and the
swinging door of Clinton’s bus swung
open.

“Hello, how are you doing?” Clin-
ton asked Melanie Daniels of Weed-
sport before asking Daniels’ two sons
how their summer was going.

“This is such a big crowd, that |
wanted to stop and get an ice cream
cone,” she said before going inside
DB'’s for her cone, which she insist-
ed on paying for herself.

“After she came out of DB's, she

told Cassidy that her sign was the rea-
son she stopped,” said Debbie Thomp-
son, mother of the two. *‘Isn't this too
funny?”

For Daniels, the first to shake her
hand, it was a complete surprise.

*“It was so awesome and more,”
Danielssaid. *I never, ever, expected
her to get off the bus. Even my two
boys got to talk to her.”

Clinton also stopped by the Old
Brutus Historical Society and spoke
with local historian Jeanne Baker.

A sign in front of the museum said,
“Welcome Hillary, We are one of
America's treasures.”

*I spoke with Hillary, and she asked
if this was our local museum,” said
Baker, historian for the town of Bru-
tus and the village of Weedsport. | said
that yes, yes it was, and she told me to
keep up the good work.”

Clinton then got back on the bus,
and began waving to her 150 or so
new-found friends.

“When she got back on the bus,
she waved some more, and gave me
the thumbs up sign,” Baker said.
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Campaign Boost

First Lady offers her support to Hinchey in a stop at the Statler

The Big Red will roll out the big red carpet this Thursday, July 16, for First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton as she stops in town for a fund-raiser for U.S. Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-26th District).

During the cocktail and appetizer affair running from 5-7pm at the Statler Hotel, Clinton will speak
briefly on the congressman's behalf and offer a boost in his bid for a fourth two-year term.

After it was disclosed that Clinton would be in the area for the 150th anniversary celebration of the first
Women's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, Hinchey's office invited her to stop by for the benefit.
Stewart believes she accepted as she and Hinchey share common interests.

"They both share a commitment to education and health care," Stewart says. "These two issues have
drawn them together and a mutual respect and friendship exists between them."

Entrance to the soiree requires a donation of $100-$500. The money will enhance Hinchey's 1998 war
chest.









