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July 17,1998

Jennifer Mrozowski
Staff Writer

SENECA FALLS -~ As though
trying to silence i@ rowdy class-
room, Hillary Rodham Clinton
held up her hands to halt the
applause.

The first lady was ncaring the
end of a passionate speech chid-
ing women lor not exercising their
right to vote, and she wanted to
be heard.

In the same town 150 years ago,
five women demanded their voic-
cs be heard and the women's rights
movement was born.

Clinton was the keynote speak-
et at the opening ceremonies Thurs-
day to commemorate the move-
ment's birthday and launch
Celebrate 98, a tour-day festival
in honor of the first women's rights
convention in 1848.

Clinton joined Gov. George

The Citizen.

Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks to nearly
14,000 gathered at Bracht Field, urges
women to keep up struggle for rights

Pataki, state Sen. Michacel F. Noz-
zolio, R-Fayette, U.S. Rep. Louise
Slaughter, D-Fairport, and others
in addressing the crowd of about
14,000.

The dignitarics looked back into
the annals of history and marveled
at how that tiny convention of 300
people in Seneca Falls could have
made such an impact.

“Because of those we honor
today, the promise is great that our
daughters will have the opportu-
nity to rise as high into the realm
of personal greatness as the strength
of their determination will carry
them,” Pataki said.

Some in the audience arrived
as carly as 7 a.m. for the 9:45 a.m.
ceremonics and sat for hours in
95-degree heat.

They sang along with Native
Amecrican singer Joanne Shenan-
doah, who wrote a new song for

See CLINTON, AS

James Weber / Contributing Photographer
To enthusiastic cheers and applause Girl Scouts of the Wider Opportunity Program carry origi-
nal tricolor womens’ suffrage banners on loan from the National Women'’s Party in Washing-
ton, D.C.
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Women taking chief roie
in modern church reform

» Ordination of
women still thwarted
though, says panelist

Kevin Thomas Althouse
Stall Writer

SENECA FALLS — The orea-
mzed church s changing 10 meet
the adapung needs of women

But orgamzed churches are usu-
ally the siowest to change. said
Arlene Johnson. 52 of Tulsa, Okla..
as she munched on a hamburger at
a picnic table Thursday atternoon.

Johnson was taking a break from
the seanng heat inside the nearby
Trnmty Episcopal Church that was
packed with more than 100 pcople
for the Celcbrate *98 lecture on
women’s rehigious leadership.

“For women coming here this
week.” Johnson said. “\We know
what our mothers and grandmoth-
ers put up with, and we're not going
to put up with it any more.”

It. was respect for women with-
in all rehigious communities. she
smd

“Women ere looking for a place
at the table — not just in work life
like the old days. but in church life
today,” Johnson said.

Johnson 1s the outgeing presi-
dent of the Unanan Universalist
Federauon headquartered in Boston,

“In days past. if a woman had a

(religious) calling. her only answer
was to marry a man who was called
to rehgous leadership.” said Barbara
Brown Zikmund. a icadership lec-
ture panclist and president of the
Hartford Theological Seminary.

“it was true then as 1t 1s today,
behind cvery great man 1s a great
woman,” said Zikmund. “There
was a lot of vicanous leadership.”

Zikmund joned Melanie May. the
dean of the women and gender pro-
gram at Colgate-Rochester Divin-
ity School. Virginia S, Hams, chair
of the Chnstian Science Board of
Directors and Rabbi Emily Faust
Korzenik of the Jewish Leaming
Fellowship of Stamtord. Conn. for
the two-hour discussion in Seneca
Falls.

Vicarious leadership roles are
unnecessary today. says Kyra Flo-
ros. 14. of Waukesha, Wis. “Women
are smarter than men and should
be ordained if they want t.” Flores
said

But ordination ot women 1s still
being thwarted by some religious
denominations. Zikmund said

“The cffort to seek ordination
{by women) 1s really seeking the
same authonzation as men. and this
15 being resisted in different denom-
tnations. But we're seeing more
and more denominations where
ordination 1s fully allowtng women
to exercise their mimistnes.” she
said.

Would 19th ccntury women's

leader Mary Baker Eddyv’s concept
of a male and female God help
women promote their current nun-
1stnes?

“No | could never. ever think or
God as temale.” said Bervl Doon-
er, 72, of Geneva

Dooner. onginally from Bristol
England. said she's much too tra-
dinonal to think of a deitv in non-
traditional ways. I was brought
up in the Church of England, and
later became a Roman Catholic
when | mamed. That's pretty tra-
ditional.”

*Ged 1s whoever vou want it to
be.” said Carol Harmacker. 53. of
Scneca Falls. *God 1sn’t a person:
God 1s a good feeling 1o me.”

Johnson said the image of God
“could be a bnght light. a gorgeous
spning morming. or the creation of a
newbom.”

“And women are causing a re-
birth of the church.” May said
*We're making the coming refor-
mation possible because we are
reinventing the church,

The panelists said there 1s no
right answer to the question ot who
God ts.

“The old linc of thinking 1s get-
ting fuzzy.” said Barbara Brown
Zikmund. “Women and men today
are moving freely around in order
to serve their theological neeas
This has created remendous oppor-
tumties for the church.”

Musical showcase sings praises
of latter-day women composers

» Concert along Van-
Cleef Lake highlights
music from the 19th
and 20th centuries

Marc Aversa
Correspondent

SENECA FALLS — While
dozens of exhibits and guest speak-
ers told the story of 18th century
fermimsm. down by VanClecf Lake
Kathy Wilkins let the music do the
tatking

Accompanied by pianist Bnan
Decker. Wilkins performed songs
wntten by women in the late t800s
and carly 20th cenrury at the Tnn-
itv Episcopal Church Wednesday
atternoon

The crowded church was treat-
ed to more than an hour’s worth of
matenal that Witkins finds “incred-
tbly inspinng.™

1t 1s amazing what these women
had to go through n order to be
heard.” said Wilkins. “Much of this
beautiful music has been forgonen.
and 1t 1s a pleasure to be able to
sing them for such a fiendly crowd.™

The sacred and secular music
that Wilkins performed was wnt-
ten by women such as Amy Beach

and Margaret Ruthven Lang. who
Witkins said played second fiddle to
no man.

“Their music in many cases 1s
much more complicated than that
of their male contemporanes,™ said
the Rochester-based performer.

“Their compositions are also
extremely vaned.” she said. “Lis-

“Their music in
many cases 1s much
more complicated than
that of their male con-
temporaries.

— Kathy Wilkins,
Rochester-based
musician

tening to Bach or Brahms for
tnstance. you hear so much of the
same sruff, and therr style 1s imme-
diately recognizable.”

*“Margaret Ruthven Lang wrote
onentl music. music for hmencks
and senous literary poems,”™ she
said. "All of her pieces are incred-
1bly creative, and personally | find
her a great source of inspiration. ™

Pianist Decker said he enjoys
collaborating with Wilkins on the
female-flavored music and said that
his partner has no peer.

The duo perform throughout the

-state and each appearance has a dif-

ferent theme. so Wilkins keeps a
closet full of costumes for every
occasion

The pair have also released half
a dozen CDs featunng evervthing
from lullabies to Chnstmas carols

A less heavenly noise was heard
downtown at the epicenter ot Cel-
ebrate ‘98 where Callahan’s Pub
propnetor Ken Amold provided rest
for the weary

Brian Boles of Seneca Falls
ducked into the pub long cnough
to down a quick brew and cool off

“Itis very hotout there. and this
really hits the spot.” said Boles. "}
Just saw the firstlady. and have
spent the last four hours baking in
the sun.™

Boles was very impressed by the
first lady's visit to his home town,

“The whole commuruty has real-
ly come together and the streets
have never been more beautitul.™
said Boles. "I really hope 1t lasts
We have a lot to be proud of. and
everybody has really come through









Hillary’s Visit‘sparks
hope for the future

Continued from A3,

“A lot of times people live in the
community. but take for granted the
hidden treasures we have here.” he
said.

Betty Mae Lew1s. curator of the
Seward House. was pleased to have met
the first ladyv duning her visit, and to
provide a tour of Secretary of State
William H. Seward’s home.

Although the home was a famil-
1ar stopping point for presidents dur-
ing the 19thcentuny. Clinton’'s visit was
a first.

[ told her we've had five presi-
dents visit but no first ladies.” Lewis
<aid. “She was the tirst.”

Lewis hopes that Chinton's visit
will further bring attention to the
accomplishment s of the Seward
House.

Seward and Harriet Tubman used
the home in the late 1R00°s as a hid-

ing spot for runaway slaves. But quar-
ters where slaves were hidden are in
ill repair and not offered for public

view. Lewis said.

I told her that this was something,
that we would like in the future to
make available to the public.” Lewis
said. We've been a registered nation-
al landmark since 1964, and we’ve
never had any federal funding.™

Lewis said Clinton’s visit to both
the Seward House and Hamet Tubman
Home could be the impetus for that
much-necded federal money to final-
Iv come in. At the least. Clinton’s
visit couldn 't hunt

“This is going to be very good for

us.” Lew:s said. “How do we top it?
I don’t know.”

Assistant Managing Editor Char-
lie ltzin contributed 1o thus report






























