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Long neglected, Ohel Rachel Synagogue in Shanghai is being refurbished as a museum. Rabbi Arthur
Scheier, left, don>ted a Torah, and Hillary Rodham Clinton and Secretary of State Albright were on hand.

RELIC

Revival of a Synagogue
Wins First Lady’s Praise

By SETH FAISON

SHANGHAL, July | — There was
a time, earlier this century, when
Jews flocked to this city. Though
traces of their, lives are mostly

. buried or lost, one prominent relic

was revived today.

In a modest ceremony timed to
coincide with a visit by the First
Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, an
American rabbi sanctified Ohel
Rachel Synagogue with a Torah
carried all the way from New
York, restoring a symbol of Jewish
faith that had been neglected for
decades.

The rabbi, Arthur Schneier, said
it was like bringing a synagogue
back to life. Graciously thanking
the people of Shanghai for taking
in so many persecuted Jews when
about 20,000 of them fled here from
Europe during World War 11, Rab-
bi Schneler said he also hoped that
the synagogue would now be pro-
tected from a wrecker’s ball. Four
other former synagogues have dis-
appeared in recent years.

““This is a beginning of Jewish
life,”” Rabbi Schneier said.

In truth, it is a modest begin-
ning. The authorities in Shanghai
have not yet agreed to let the syna-
gogue be used again as a place of
worship by the 200-plus members
of Shanghai's expatriate Jewish
community.

Doing so anytime soon may be
difficult, because China's Govern-
ment, which supervises religious

worship, does not include Judaism
among the five officially recog-
nized religions. The five are Prot-
estant Christianity, Catholicism,
Islam, Buddhism and Taoism.

Mrs. Clinton called the restora-
tion of the synagogue ‘‘a very good
example of respect for religious
differences and appreciation for
the importance of faith in one’s
life.”

Jews hold a special place in the
history of Shanghai. Several Iraqi
Jewish families moved here in the
late 19th century and went on to
dominate the real estate, securi-
ties and banking businesses. Even-
tually, tycoons with names like
Sassoon, Kadoorie and Hardoon
were among the city's most promi-
nent residents.

Six synagogues were built — In-
cluding Ohel Rachel, named for
the wife of Jacob Sassoon, in 1920.
At the Shanghai Jewish communi-
ty's peak in 1945, it had about
25,000 members. Virtually all of
them left after the Communist
Party came to power in 1949 and
made foreigners unwelcome.

Until a few months ago, Ohel
Rachel was a warehouse, dusty
and unkempt from years of disuse.
Efforts to restore it began only this
year, after Rabbi Schneier per-
suaded Shanghai's Mayor that it
was worth saving.

Today the synagogue's walls
were a freshly painted white, mar-
ble columns gleamed and crystal

chandeliers hung from an arched
roof. Rabbi Schneier brought the
Torah from Park East Synagogue
on East 67th Street in Manhattan.
He is that congregation’s senior
rabbi. ‘“We had 26 Torahs, so now
we have 25,” he said.

Secretary of State Madeleine K.
Albright, whose family was origi-
nally Jewish, also visited the old
synagogue today with Mrs. Clin-
ton. She did not comment after-
ward, so the loquacious Rabbi
Schneier spoke for her.

*‘She knows from personal expe-
rience ‘about religious persecu-
tion,” he said. ‘'She has placed an
enormous amount of energy ani
effort into religious freedom, an .
I'm sure deep down it comes fr¢-
her personal experience.”






First lady’s synagogue visit sends message to China;_:

By Roger Simon
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

SHANGHAI—Hlllary Rodham Clin-
ton’s motorcade roars up to the build-
ing and stops in front, where the ivy
has been cleared to reveal the gray
stone blocks.of a Greek-revival temple.

The building {s oddly situated on its
_tree-strewn lot, angled to face Jerusa-
lem—a genuine rarity in'"China. ' - -

Clinton, wearing a long-sleeved su1t~

despite the withering heat, waits for.
her entourage to gather before she
enters With her are Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright,
daughter Chelsea, press aides, handlers
and security people.

Inside, the group encounters a low
platform of green-and-white marble.
On the platform are four fluted col-
umns framing a doorway, above which
are the words: “Know Before Whom
You Stand.”

The words are written in Hebrew,
and those who used to read them knew
that they stood before God.

The US. first lady and the secretary
of state came Wednesday to Ohel
Rachel, the House of Rachel, a former
synagogue, because the Chinese gov-
ernment understands the importance
of gesture and symbolism and will
understand, President Clinton hopes,
the importance the United States
places on freedom of religion.

In recent years, religious expression
has been permitted, but only Bud-
dhism, Taoism, Islam and some Chris-
tlan denominations are officlally sanc-

»

tioned. Other religions are not banned,
but they iack official recognition and
are not authorized houses of worship.

Rabbi Arthur Schnefier, part of a U.S.
religious delegation that visifed China
in February, met with Chinese Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin and asked why Juda-
ism could not be added to the
approved list.

“Because we have no Jews,” Jlang
reportedly responded.

Yes and no. Though there once were
ethnic Chinese Jews in China, there
appear to be none ieft But there are
thousands of non-Chinese Jews living
here, who worship in homes and
hotels. -

Ohel Rachel, built in 1920, had been
in bad shape for decades after the gov-
ermment seized it, but because Clinton
was coming to Shanghal and because
the White House said the first lady
would like to see the synagogue, the
government sprang into action.

The storage crates that fllled the
main sanctuary were dragged out, the
paneling was painted, the floors were
buffed up and crystal chandeliers were
hung from the high cellings.

The building was used by Japanese
occupiers during World War IT as a
stable. After the war, it became a gov-
ernment warehouse.” The terrazzo
floors still are impressive even though
horses and heavy-booted workmen
trod them for decades.

Inside, graceful white columns rise
two stories to a gently arching ceiling
The oak benches are gone, but the
stone floor is elegant in i{s simplicity.

.

Chicago Tribune, Thursday, July 2, 1998

Chinese leaders insist there is com-
plete freedom of religion in China—a
point the United States disputes, point-
ing to several people jailed for reli-
glous crimes—and the government did
not want to be embarrassed by Hillary
Clinton’s finding a -former house of
worship in disrepair. So, after years of
neglect, this city spent 870000 nxlng
up the place. .

Although Jews have been llvlng in
China since the 8th Century, the big
migrations began in the 1800s, when
Jews from Iraq and India, including
the famous Sassoon family, arrived in
Shanghai and built some of China’s
landmark buildings.

Other migrations occurred in the
182038, when -Jews left the pogroms of
Russia behind them, and in the 1830s,
when Jews fled Nazi Germany for
Shanghai because it was one of the few
places in the world that would accept
refugees who lacked visas. About
24,000 Jews eventually found a haven
in Shanghai during World War IL

Even though there are no ethnic Chi-

nese Jews, Shanghal has a Center of
Jewish Studies, and Beijing University
has a full four-year course in Hebrew
language and literature.

For the first lady’s visit, Shanghai
hung old black-and-white photographs
inside Ohel Rachel showing former
Jewish life in the city, and Mrs. Clin-
ton and her group moved slowly from
photo to photo.

One showed Albert Einstein and his
wife visiting Shanghai. Another was
labeled: “Jewish refugees and their

Section 1

Chinese neighbors in the bustling mar
ket in East Youheng Road, Hongkew.” 5%
Despite the presence of several ele¢-’
tric fans going full blast inside t %,*
bullding, the heat was oven-like. Stjl

Clinton took her time.

“She understands the impact hei’
interest will have on the Chinese go¥
ernment,” an alide said. “She under:-
stands what it means to the Chinese tb
have the first lady and the secretary of
state come to a synagogue.”

Clinton, who had complained on ChY
nese radio Tuesday that Amerlcan
reporters regularly mlsinterpreteq
what she said, nonetheless spent a few
minutes talking to reporters.

“It's really a fine example.of munlct:
pal government here in Shangﬁal
being willing to honor the religious
history and tradition of the Jewigh
community of Shanghai,” she saids
“For this to be restored is a very good
example of respect for religious diffey-
ences and appreciatlon for the 1mpor-
tance of faith in one’s life.”

A few minutes later, she left thq*
bullding, her motorcade roared away:
reporters ran to their waliting busec.
and Ohel Rachel was empty again. -

Although it is expected to become ae
tourist site, it cannot be used as-a:
house of worship until the Chinesg;
government gives its approval =

“No one is harassing Jews here, but -
there is no public place for them ",
worship,” Rabbi Schneler said. “T mmkr,
that is going to change, and I think"
that is going to change because of the”
pmldent’s trip. I'm bullish on China.""*'*



Restored synagogue a sign of hope for religious freedom in China

By Warren P. Strobel

THE WASHINOTON TIMES

SHANGHAI — The walls are
whitewashed now, the Hebrew in-
scription is restored in gold leaf,
and the small mountains of boxes
have been cleared out of the tem-
gle. But there are no worshippers

ere yet and probably won't be for
a long time.

The Ohel Rachel Synagogue,
once an institution to Shanghai’s
thriving Jewish community, has

been restored as a historic land- -

mark with the help of the city’s mu-
nicipal government — a small sign
of progress in religious believers'
struggle for greater freedom in
China. -

“This 'is really a joyous occa-
sion,” said Rabbi Arthur Schneier

of New York, who has made the
78-year-old synagogue's restora-
tion a pet project. s

Yesterday, the rabbi, who serves
on a presidential delegation that
met with Chinese leaders three
months ago to djscuss religious
freedom, guided first lady Hillary

‘"Rodham Clinton, daughter Chel-

sea and Secretary of State Mad-
eleine K. Albright on a tour of the
Synagogue.

Along both walls, displays de-
picted the history of Shanghai’s
Jews, whose members once in-

_cluded such famous names as Sas-
-soon, the family that produced an

internationally known fashion de-

" gigner. ‘Albert Einstein visited in
::itthe early 1920s. During World War

11, Shanghai served as a place of
ret‘uge for Jews fleeing Nazi Eu-

rope.

“I‘or this to be restored is a very
good example of respect for reli-
gious differences and appreciation
of the importance of faith in one's
life,” Mrs. Clinton said. She
praised Shanghai’s government for
“being willing to honor the reli-
gious tradition.”

Judaism is not an officially rec-
ognized religion in China, where
the government must approve all
religious activity.

In 1997, the State Department's
annual human rights report said
there was a slight lessening of re-
strictions on religion, as well as
more willingness bJ' Beijing to dis-
cuss religious freedom issues with
foreign governments and in inter-
national bodies.

But underground churches still

Zhe Washington Times
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face harassment. Here in Shang-
hai, public security authorities
broke Into the home of under-
ground Roman Catholic Bishop Jo-
seph Fan Zhongliang in March
1997, seizing religious material
and currency, according to the re-
port. They then assigned an offi-
cial to live across the hall from the
bishop and monitor his activities.

“The evolution here has been
moving fairly rapidly,” Mrs. Al-
bright told reporters. “Nobody
would have predicted” events like
China’s decision to allow Mr. Clin-
ton to speak to the Chinese people
on live television. “So changes

move in mysterious ways,” she -
-said. “I think we just have to see.”

President Clinton and the first
lady have been trying to put the
spotlight on religious freedom is-

sues during their nine-day visit to

China but without offending the |

authorities. In Beijing on Sunday,
they worshipped at a registered
church. Here in Shanghai, they
held a -roundtable discussion that
includeda bishop, also from an ap-
proved church.

“I'm very bullish on Shanghai,”
said Rabbi Schneier as he stood in
the temple, waiting for the first

lady and her entourage to arrive.

“I think you're going to have a Jew-
ish community in Shanghai again.”
The rabbi almost tame to
Shanghai as arefugee himself dur-
ing World War Il. But his family
could not book passage and wound
up in Blidapest instead. He has vis-

. ited this city repeatedly since 1981,

) shepherdlng the restoration of the
ivy-draped building.




‘Synagogue
‘restoration
eams praise

SHANGHALI: US First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton
yesterday praised the
Shanghai city government
for restoring a Jewish syna-
gogue, saying the action

showed respect for re-
ligious faiths.
“It's really a fine

example that the munici-
pal government here in
Shanghai is willing to
honour the religious tra-
dition,”” Mrs Clinton told
reporters during a tour of
the Ohel Rachel synagogue
on Shaanxi Road.

“For this to be restored,
it's a very good example of
the respect for religious
differences and appreci-
ation of the importance of
faiths in one’s life so I am
delighted I could come
and sec this,”’ she said.

More than half a century
ago, Shanghai opened its
doors to Jews fleeing Nazi
Germany.

Point of Interest: Mrs Ciioton, left, and Mrs Aforight, i
Synagogpe in Shanghal. With them Is New York's Rabbl Arthur Schneider.

Before the restoration
the building was used as a
storehouse for the Shang-
hai education bureau.

The city government
spent 500,000 yuan
(HK$471,000) on restoring
the temple, engaging 30
workers who laboured day
and night to get it ready for
the US presidential visit.

L]

Rabbi Arthur Schneider,
who toured China at the
invitation of President
Jiang Zemin in February,
said he and his two col-
leagues were still waiting
for the release of many

detainees whose names
they submitted to the
Chinese leadership. US

Secretary of State

named a

Zt, are showe a poster in the Ohel Rachel

PICTURE BY AFP

Madeleine Albright, who
accompanied Mrs Clinton
on the synagogue visit, said
the US government had
religious co-
ordinator and ‘‘so we are
going to be working
through all these rec-
ommendations’’.

— Agence France-Presse
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Shanghai has restored one of the last remaining synagogues in China,
reopening to the public for the first time 1n more than 40 years the most
important place of worship for the c:ty's once flourishing Jewish community.

Madeleine Albright, JS secretary of state, and Hillary Rodham Clinton, the
First Lady, will visit the refurbished synagogue tcday, reinforcing the message
of pluralism and religious freedom that has been central to President Bill
Clinton's tour of China.

The Ohel Rachel Synagogue :n the centre of Shanghai hosted its last Jewish
service 1n 1952, after wnich China's Communist government took over the grand
Spanish-style building. In recent years :t has been used for storage by the
munic:pal Education Commission.

But the synagoque was once the most prestigious house of prayer for the
city's prominent community of Jews. In the late 19th century, Jewish merchants
came to China from Irag via India and, later, some 20,000 Jews escaped central
Europe during the second worid war and found refuge in Shanghai - the only place
in the world at the time for which a visa was not an entry requirement.

The Shanghai government pledged earlier this year to restore the run-down,
1vy-covered old synagogue, spending RMB500,000 ($ 60,500).

But Jews will not pe able to hold services at the Ohel Rachel. The Chinese
govérnment's strict regime of religious control recognises only Buddhism, Islam,
Christianity and Daoism and does not offic:ally perm:t Jewish services. The
200-strong community of expatriate Jews living in Shanghai today hold services
in hotels or private residences and the authorities pretend not to notice.

Rabbi Arthur Schneier, who was part of a delegation chosen by President
Clinton to consider issues of religious freedom in Chiiina and lobbied for the
restoration of the synagogue when he met Shanghai's mayor, Xu Kuangdi, earlier
this year, said yesteraay: “"Just as there was a glor:ious past of Jewish life in
Shanghai, going back to the silk traders., we will see the growth of the
expatriate Jewish community here again."
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Hillary hopes for women

leaders

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

First Lady Hillary Clinton
said yesterday she would not
run for the presidency but,
hoped a woman president of -
America would-pget a fe-
male Chinese leader in the
next century.

Mrs Clinton made the re-
marks in answer to'a ques-
tion by a student ata Shang—
hai girls’ school.

I will not run for the
presidency but I dohopethat
awoman will be elected pres-
ident of the United States'in -
the early part of the next cen-
tury,” she said. . =

*1 hope that sometime in
the nextcentury there will be
a meeting between a woman
president of the US and a
woman president of China.”

Earlier, Mrs Clinton
watched girls at the school,,
showing off their-skills in
painting and calligraphy,
and discussed music with
some of them.

Mrs Clinton told 850 students
it was in the best interests of both
families and countries to invest
in education for women and
girls.

The First Lady, who has con- '

.Feathered friend

Mrs Clinton, -Big Bird and two young friends
at the Shanghai.Children’s Medical Centre.

(g4 P J

sistently campaigned forthe legal
, and economic rights of women in
poor countries, ﬁelded prepared
questions from eight ‘'students.
The students wanted to know
her-views on the generation gap,

how to bring up a daughter, vio-

s - ST

N R | dsaes 2

Reuters

in both countrles

lence among young Ameri-
.cans, her taste for Chinese
_food and her i 1mpressnon§ of
"China.
She told the glrls that she
liked Chinese food very
much and although shé was
not-an expert at using chop-
sticks she could “get most of
the food into my mouth”.
Oneofthe images that would
forever remain on her mind
was the sight of Shanghax at
night.
It was_a “‘stunning and
impressive sight to come to
Shanghai for the first time at
night”, she said, describing
the “‘extraordinary beauty of
» "the city and the vanetx of
architecture”’. b

She told the students that
parents had to teach ‘their
children valuesthat they did
not learn from books and
spoke of how hard it was for
her and her husband‘to be
separated from their daugh
ter Chelsea when she went to
college in California. #: :: "~

Before visiting the school
Mrs Clinton officially-opened
China’s first state-of-the-art"
children’s hospital and a retrainy.
ing centre for unemployed woms
en, :



BC-CHINA-CLINTON-HOSPITAL (PICTURE)
Shanghai children glimpse health care of future

By William Kazer

SHANGHAI, June 30 (Reuters) - Can the cast of "~ "Sesame Street,'' the
American First Lady and $80 million make a difference in China's child health
care? You bet.

Shanghai on Tuesday got a taste of what the nation's antiquated health
system could be like, thanks to a joint Sino-American effort.

A day after U.S. President Bill Clinton called for expanded cooperation
in science and technology, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton cut a ribbon
inaugurating the Shanghai Children's Medical Centre, a project more than five
years in the making.

She had a helping hand from "Big Bird'' (Da Niao) and his friends from
the Chinese version of Sesame Street, the famed U.S. television show, to the
delight of their young audience.

The high-tech centre, with state of the art diagnostic equipment, has
enrolled the local government, the Shanghai Second Medical University and
international health education foundation Project HOPE (Health Opportunities
for People Everywhere).

With top-level backing in China, including President Jiang Zemin and
Premier Zhu Rongji, the centre boasts 250 beds and an outpatient clinic that
can handle some 250,000 patients a year.

It is meant to serve as a teaching hospital and provide modern pediatric
care ranging from cardiology to dialysis and chemotherapy.

Project HOPE has raised nearly $38 million, largely in corporate
donations of medical equipment, and training and management. The Chinese side
will more than match that by building and maintaining the hospital as well as
providing staff.

China's hospitals are often poorly equipped with overwhelmed staff often
only able to provide the most basic care.

" "The atmosphere here is different,'' said Christine Mar, Project HOPE's
senior executive director Asia/Pacific.

Helpful nurses, brightly coloured walls and ample play rooms were a hit
with the patients.

" "We're really happy about the treatment,'' said Zhou Ning, a newspaper
reporter who took the day off to get treatment for his five-year-old daughter
who suffers from asthma.

"It is very different. The staff uniforms are cleaner, the whole look is
different. '’

Three-year-old Zhang Beishen, smarting from the sting of an injecton, was
in no mood for soothing words from a doctor. But her mother, a Shanghai
factory worker, was more effusive.

""This is much better than other hospitals,'' she said, wiping away her
daughter's tears.

Patients also said the centre was no more expensive than most Chinese
hospitals, though medical officials said they were looking for ways to raise
funds for patients from poorer inland areas.
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2 area hlstorlc sites
listed as endangered

‘Baﬁleﬁel_d, aqueduct to be protected

§¥ Laura R. Vanderkam -

WASHINGTON TIMES

In an effort to save two local
landmarks, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation named the
Chancellorsville Civil War battle-
field in Virginia and Western
Maryland's Monocacy Aqueductto
its 1998 list of America’s 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin-

ton and Sens. Paul S. Sarbanes and
Barbara A. Mikulski, Maryland
Democrats, joined the National
Trust in announcing the list at the
aqueduct yesterday.
a High property values in Spot-
sylvania County, Va., have priced
the National Park Service out of
the market for much of the avail-
able land at Chancellorsville, site
of the one of the Confederacy’s
greatest and costliest victories. A
proposed superhighway called the
“Outer Connector” would pass
within a mile of the existing park’s
boundaries.

“It would be a tragedy to lose
any more of the Chancellorsville

. Battlefield,” said Richard Moe,

president of the National Trust.
“This battle was a turning point in
one of the most crucial and bloody

chapters in American history, and -

the incremental destruction of it
by expanding roads and increasing
development is a black eye for all

. of us”

Strip malls, fast-food outlets and

parking lots already surround Old-

Salem Church, a central landmark
of Gen. Robert E. Lee’s daring

.campaign in May 1863. Outnum-

bered two to one, the Confederate
general split his army three times
and routed the Union forces with a
flank attack by Gen. Stonewall
Jackson. More than 30,000 casual-
ties resulted, including Jacksep,

" TUESLAL, JUNE i 1998
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who was accidentally shot by his

-own troops and died a week later.

Almost half a million people
visit the battlefield every year.

The Monocacy Aqueduct on the
C&O Canal in the Cumberland re-
gion has been described by histo-
rians as one of the finest canal fea-
tures in the United States. Built by
several hundred Irish and Welsh
immigrant workers in 1833, the
aqueduct survived a Confederate
bombing attempt during the Civil |
War but sustained extensive dam-
age during Hurricane Agnes in
1972.Floods in 1996 further weak-
ened the structure.

Currently, the aqueduct is held
together by a steel and timber sup-
port framework.

“If the Aqueduct is lost, not only
would the C&0O Canal National
Historic Park be cut in two, but a
very precious piece of canal his-
tory would be lost,” the senators
wrote in a letter to the National
Trust recommending the site for
}he Endangered Historical Places

ist.

“Monocacy Aqueduct is histori-
cally significant and economically
significant for Western Maryland,”
Miss Mikulski said. “In the past,
the Monocacy Aqueduct conveyed

‘boats acrossithe:river. In:the*fu-

ture, it will convey business across
the Cumberland region by at-
tracting hikers, bikers, fishermen
and sightseers.”

Recent underwater investiga-
tion of the aqueduct revealed ex-
tensive undercutting of the sup-

porting piers and cracks in the ..

stone blocks.

The National Park Service es-
timates that restoring the aque-
duct will cost $5 million. Listing a
site does not ensure the protection
or guarantee funding, but the at-
tention does attract resources.



AM-Historic Sites,510

Mrs. Clinton boosts historic preservation
Eds: Note Monterey and Mapes, Nev., sites
With AM-NV--Endangered Places-Mapes

AP Photos

By DAVID DISHNEAU= Associated Press Writer=

DICKERSON, Md. (AP) An 18th-century aqueduct, an Art Deco skyscraper and
America's black colleges are among the places that must be protected for
future generations, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton said Monday.

She joined leaders of the nonprofit National Trust for Historic
Preservation as they announced their annual list of the nation's most
endangered sites.

‘" "The trust is once again giving us a roadmap of what we must do as
individuals and as a nation to ensure our rich and diverse heritage,'' Mrs.
Clinton said.

She promoted a Clinton administration preservation initiative and pledged
proceeds from her next book, a compilation of children's letters to the White
House pets, to help preserve historic sites in national parks.

""This will be Socks' and Buddy's gift to the future,'' Mrs. Clinton said.

The event was held at the Monocacy Aqueduct, a 165-year-old stone
structure in the C&0 Canal National Historical Park that was among the newly
listed sites.

The 516-foot aqueduct, completed in 1833, once carried canal boats over
the mouth of Monocacy River at its confluence with the Potomac River about 30
miles northwest of Washington.

The seven-arch structure withstood the Confederate Army's attempt to
dynamite it but was badly damaged by Hurricane Agnes in 1972 and two floods in
1996, prompting the addition of unsightly steel girders as reinforcement. It
would cost $4 million to $5 million to stabilize the aqueduct, according to
the park service and preservationists.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation has more than 270,000
members. While inclusion on its annual list doesn't ensure protection or
guarantee funding, it has often proven to be a powerful tool for rallying
resources.

Mrs. Clinton said the selected sites were what President Clinton had in
mind with his proposed $50 million Millennium Fund to Save America's
Treasures. The fund, included in Clinton's fiscal 1999 budget, would offer
public funds to match private dollars for preservation projects.

The others on the trust's list are:

The Mapes Hotel, an Art Deco skyscraper in Reno, Nev., that once attracted
high rollers and Hollywood's elite but now faces possible demolition.

The Civil War battlefield in Chancellorsville, Va., where Stonewall
Jackson was mistakenly shot by his own troops.

Cannery Row in Monterey, Calif., immortalized by John Steinbeck.

Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado, the site of pre-Columbian cliff
dwellings.

Some 225 county courthouses in Texas.

About 120 Great Lakes lighthouses in Michigan.

Black Hawk and Central City, Colo., where preservationists fear historic
character is threatened by gambling-related development.

Governors Island in New York Harbor.

The 120-year-old Bowdoin paper mill complex in Topsham, Maine.

Various black colleges and universities nationwide that need funding and
rehabilitation.
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This appears most common in the
villages and urban siums that have
been worst affected by the financial
crisis. rather than in middle-class
neighborhoods.

“If 1don’t have enough food in the
house, my husband hits me,” said
Ina Ako, who was selling chilies in
the open-air market in the Indo-
nestan city of Waikabubak. ‘‘So I'm
afraid of him.”

- *‘When there’'s no food.”” she
mused sadiy, *‘the men get very an-

gry.”

Urban Indonesia

Baby Delivered
By a ‘Healer’

ay s

On a narrow lane in the slums
around Surabaya, one of Indonesia’s
largest cities, Warni held her 22-day-
old baby boy, Nurhadi. Her eyes
shone as she cuddled him, but the
baby was thin and wizened and weak.

Nurhadi is Mrs. Warni’s only child,
and she would have liked to give
birth in a clinic with the help of a real
doctor. But that would have cost $60
at a time when the economic crisis
has hit the family hard and her hus-
band is struggling to survive by sell-
ing fruit on the streets.

So Mrs. Warni went to a traditional
healer who charged only $6. The
birth went smoothly, but when Mrs,
Wamni returned to her tin-roofed
shack immediately afterward she
found that she had no milk to breast-
feed the baby. She began feeding the
baby formula — ruinously expensive,
at $1.50 a week — and the baby looks
severely malnourished.

Of course, even a proper clinic
might nothave been able to help Mrs.
Warni breast-feed and nurture her
baby to good health. But health ex-
perts say the risks to both baby and
mother are far greater when women
give birth without access to a doctor
or midwife.

These days, because of the tough
economic times, many women seem
to be following Mrs. Warni's ap-
proach. There are no statistics avail-
able yet, but health workers say that
say that more and more pregnant
women are cutting costs by turning
not to a doctor or midwife but to a
traditional healer or to a mother or
other relative.

A result, health experts say, is
more risk to babies and mothers
alike. Maternal mortality rates are
already high in Southeast Asia, for a
woman is 16 times as likely to die in
childbirth in Thailand as in the Unit-
ed States and 30 times as likely in
Indonesia.

Birth rates may rise as well, for
contraception is becoming unafford-

able for some families. In both Indo-
nesia and Thailand, birth control
used to be free. at least in-theory,
but supplies are now running out in
some clinics, and Indonesia intro-
duced-charges beginning in Febru-
ary.

-Poniti, a 25-year-old housewife
near Surabaya, said her clinic had
raised the price of a contraceptive
injection, widely used in Indonesia
and effective for three months, from
50 cents to $1.20.

“The. "doctor said if I wanted an
ordinary’l.U.RQ., it would be free, but
if I wanted a good one that would
prevent me from getting pregnant.it
would -be 3,000 rupiah,” or about 30
cents, Mrs. Poniti said. In the end,
she decided to save money and take
her chances by not using any contra-
ception at all. -

Japan
First of All,
Fire the Women

In the labor market, women have
been particularly hard hit in north
Asian countries with a Confucian
heritage, places like South Korea and
Japan.

Yet the discrimination is not nec-
essarily rooted in misogyny. In some
cases, it seems to be based on a
genuine desire to minimize the pain
of layoffs in the context of a male-
dominated family structure.

“In a crisis, first of all we would
have to fire the women,” said Masa-
mitsu Nishi, 47, the owner of a 40-
employee construction company in

Japan’s Mie prefecture. “We would

retain men, because they are the
pillar of household earnings.

““We would also fire young people,
because they could always get an-
other job,” Mr. Nishi added. *‘But I
would never want to dismiss the
main income-earner, because that
might destroy a whole family.”

The best and brightest women
graduates can still often get good
jobs. A look at hiring records of 55
Japanese companies shows that the
proportion of women being hired for
fast-track ‘‘career” jobs this year is

"roughly the same as in 1990 or has

even slightly increased. Now, as
then, women are hired for about 15
percent of these career-track jobs,
which offer excellent prospects for
promotions but mean sacrificing
one’s family life for the company.
The greatest challenge for women
in northeast Asia, therefore, is faced
not be the most ambitious and talent-
ed women graduates who compete
for the career track but by more
ordinary people — young women like
Izumi Suzuki, a 22-year-old universi-

2/%

ty senior in Tokvo.

“I’m not looking for a career-track
job, because I hear that's very
tough,” Miss Suzuki said, as she took
a break from poring over company
recruiting materials in her school’'s
library. ‘‘So I'm looking for an ordi-
nary job, and that’s very difficult.”

Traditionally, women like Miss Su-
zuki did not enter the career track
but worked as O.L.'s, or office ladies.
In Japanese they are called *‘flowers
of the workplace’’ and are treated as
partly ornamental — and so when
companiesruninto financial distress
those are the kinds of positions that
are cut out.

Some Japanese say, therefore,
that the discrimination is not so
much in the workplace, which is

sy
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quite naturally weeding out the non-
essential staff. Mor€ broadly, they
say, the problem lies in social values
that channel young women to the
slow track and that require mothers,
but not fathers, to take off time from
work to take part in school activities
and look after sick children.

Miss Suzuki noted that the Japa-
nese term ‘‘hyogaki,” or ice age, has .
been used for several years to refer
to the job market for women since
the economy slowed sharply at the
beginning of the 1990’s. But now as
hiring of women has been reduced
further, young women are dolefully
referring to this as the *‘cho-hyo-,
gaki,”’ or super ice age. LR

‘Thailand

15-Year-O}§fS:91d
Into a Brothel

When the economic crisis hit Sam-
rong Harwiset’s family in northeast
Thailand late last fall, Mrs. Samrong
suddenly found new monetary value
in her prettiest granddaughter.

“My daughter and son-in-law are
working in Bangkok, and so I’m look-
ing after the five grandchildren on
my own,” Mrs. Samrong explained
as she sat on a mat inside her home.
“Then with the crisis, my daughter
stopped sending money."”

To get by, Mrs. Samrong and her
grandchildren collect herbs to sell.
But that is not enough to cover ex-
penses, so when a trader came by
and offered $40 in cash for her 15-
year-old granddaughter, Mrs. Sam-
rong agreed to the transaction.

“If we'd had money, she wouldn’t
have needed to go,” Mrs. Samrong
said unapologetically. “‘I just wanted
her to get money. That way she could
help her brothers and sisters.” :

Mrs. Samrong says that the trader
told her that the girl would wark as a
maid in Bangkok, but other girls.had

been sold to brothels before in the
village and the neighbors doubt that
Mrs. Samrong was so naive.

Asked about that, Mrs. Samrong
shrugged her shoulders ambiguous-
ly. “When you’re poor,” she said,
‘‘you believe anything.”

Although such transactions have
long been common in Southeast Asia,
they seem to have become increas-
ingly frequent in recent months ac-
cording to social workers and local
news reports.- There have never
been reliable statistics on the sale of
girls, and the authorities often donot
intervene.

In Indonesia, newspapers and aid
workers report that complex deals
are now taking place in which loans
are made to peasants with women as
collateral. If the peasant ‘defaults;
then the lender gets the woman.

One study by the University Dipon:
egoro in the major Indonesian city of
Semarang found that since the crisis
the number of Semarang's street
children aged 13 to 15 had increased
43 percent. The study also found that
30 percent of girls who became street
children had turned to prostitution to
support themselves. ‘

e eeg— ——————————————
One might think that the sex indus:

try would suffer during difficult eco-
nomic times because men have less
cash to pay for entertainment. But as
social workers describe it, the busis
ness is almost entirely supply-drivi
en: it expands because there are
more girls desperate for cash, even
at much lower rates than normal. .

So that is how Mrs. Samrong's
granddaughter, Lamphan Ngaophu-
min, a radiant girl with chipmunk
cheeks and doe eyes, came to be sold
to a trader and eventually resold to a
buyer in Bangkok. ‘

“Then the brothel-owner said, ‘I
bought you, and I can do whatever |

< like with you,”” Lamphan recalled,.a

trémor in her voice. “They locked
me up and I thought I would die.
Every day I cried. I tried to slash my
wrists, but the cuts weren’t deep and
they bandaged me up so that my
arms eventually healed.” '

Lamphan said that the brothel--
owner tried to break her spirit by
! starving her and by threatening to
make her eat excrement, but still she
: managed to escape — and was
: promptly detained by police, who re-
turned her to the brothel-owner. She
had managed to get word to rela:

' tives, however, and they came and
rescued her. i

She came back to the village with:
out seeing a doctor or getting blood
tests, so it is unclear whether she has

i H.L.V,, the virus that causes AIDS, a

‘ possibility she does not seem to have
thought of..She is simply back in the
village, living with her grandmotheg
again and willing to forgive her.

‘*‘Whenever I think about it, I start
crying again,” Lamphan said softly.
‘“But I don’t blame my Grandma:
She didn’t know. And we needed the
money.” :

Mrs. Samrong, only slightly
abashed, also seems to think that all
has ended happily. )

“It'll be O.K.,” she said reassur-
ingly. *She still won't have any trou-
ble getting a husband.” :

Although Lamphan has every rea-
son to be terrified at the thought of
leaving the village again, she says
that she must go once more to look
for money. '

“‘Some friends and I will go to
Bangkok again to try-to get work,’|
she said. ‘“There’s somebody in the
village who can introduce me to a
factory where I would make wicker
furniture. I'll be really careful this
time. '

‘*And I have to do it, because we
need to earn the money."”
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BC—-CONGRESS-CHILDCARE
Democrats introduce bill to increase child care

WASHINGTON, June 9 (Reuters) - First Lady Hillary Clinton joined House
Democrats on Tuesday to introduce legislation aimed at increasing the number
of families who can afford child care.

The $23 billion Democratic initiative would target middle - and
lower-income families by increasing the Dependent Care Tax Credit for those
making less than $60,000 per year. It would also give businesses that provide
child care for their employees
a 25 percent tax credit worth up to $150,000 a year.

" "This child care bill that was introduced today has a comprehensive
approach to what needs to be done with child care in our country,'' Clinton
told a news conference on Capitol Hill.

Funding would come mainly from changes in tax laws, but U.S.
Representative Barbara Kennelly, D-Conn., said money could also come from the
proposed tobacco settlement legislation.

The proposal would also incorporate most of President Bill Clinton's
Child Care Block Grant proposal by providing an additional $7.5 billion in
mandatory funding over five years.

In a statement, President Clinton said the issue of child care was a
critical one and urged Congress to work together to improve the nation's child
care.

‘"America's working families and our nation's children deserve our
attention on this critical issue,'' he said.

Other provisions in the bill include funds for increasing the number of
after-school programmes and improving training for child care providers.

The lawmakers said their proposal would give three million families an
additional average tax cut of $330 a year.
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