















































bc-ca-salinas
bc-CA-SALINAS

Yvonne Edwards of Salinas honored at White House
Photo: GPN36
By DAVID JUDSON
Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON Salinas child care expert Yvonne Edwards was honored by first
lady Hillary Clinton Tuesday as an "~ "Amazing Woman of 1998,'' and Edwards'
brainchild, a new daycare center soon to open in the city, was hailed as a
national model.

*"These are women who have made a very real difference in the lives of
their families and communities across the nation,'' Hillary Clinton said of
Edwards and seven other women selected by Redbook Magazine as the nation's
leaders on child care issues.

The Washington honors came as Redbook Magazine, the monthly aimed at women
and mothers founded in 1903, produced a special report on the state of the
nation's child care in its June issue and editors selected the issue's
leaders. Clinton, long a high-profile advocate for children, agreed to host a
luncheon in the White House State Dining Room for the winners and present the
awards.

Edwards said she was surprised when she learned she was being honored by
the first lady but overwhelmed that " “~our specific center made national
news.'!'

Monterey County's coordinator of child care services for the past decade,
Edwards, 36, caught attention when she began a campaign to make the newly
opened Natividad Medical Center an effective provifier of a broad array of
child care services.

When the center's child care operation opens this summer, it will include
day care for county employees, drop-in day care for patients, parental
education facilities, breast cancer screening facilities and other services
that experts say will significantly improve both pre-natal and post-natal
care.

Kate White, Redbook's editor-in-chief, called Edwards " "the original gutsy
woman'' for working with local officials to make the new center " the only one
like it in the United States.''

Edwards said that while she appreciated the award, the center's creation
was the work of many, many people.

" "Folks really had to be willing to give up turf for this unique center to

happen,'' she said.
Other winners included actress and talk show host Rosie O'Donnell, honored
for her launch of the " "For All Kids Foundation,'' and Washington Democratic

Sen. Patty Murray for her legislative efforts on behalf of children.
Edwards, said while she had visited Washington before, it was her first
trip to the White House. She plans to return to the Central Coast on Saturday.

*kkk filed by:---F(--) on 06/02/98 at 16:49EDT ***x
**x** printed by:WHPR(JMAS) on 06/03/98 at 09:19EDT **#**
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Sara Lee donating $100 mln in art to museums

.. _CHICAGO (Reuters) - Sara Lee Corp said Wednesday it will donate $100
mitlion worth of paintings aiid sculptures from its COrf.....cL u.. collection to
20 museums including the Art Institute of Chicago.

The dona?ion will be announced Wednesday morning at the Art Institute by
Sara Lee chairman John Bryan and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton who is in
Ch}gago for her °"'Save America's Treasures'' program, a Sara Lee spokesman
said.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and the National Gallery of
Art in Washlngton are among the other museums that will receive works from the
collection.

The Chicago-based company, whose brands including Sara Lee, Hanes, and
Playtex generated sales of $20 billion last year, began purchasing art works
from the collection of its founder Nathan Cummings in 1980.

Sara Lee's decision to donate the art '“stems more from support of art in
general and involvement in the communities where we have a presence but is not

inconsistent with our overall strategy to reduce our asset base,'' the company
spokesman said.

REUTERS
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Hoya Heaven at the Whlte House

s The Righteous Brothers
rocked Saturday night. So
didWashhgton’sownlazy

Boys.

And while the surf-and-
turf buffet was delicious and
the massive pavilion on the
White House south lawn
quite grand, the air was
about as fresh as dog breath.

Still, Washington’s noto-
rious torpor could not keep
President Clirton from wax-
bright college days to fellow
members of Georgetown

iversity’s Class of ’68.

Indeed some 1,500 grads
s ook i susconmewunt. ASSOCIATED PRESS
fancy pantsuits—boogied and sweltered the night
away with their most farnous classmate at their 30th
reunion. Revelers paid $175 each for the weekend.

The White House became a dorm as 17 FOBs The First Alum
(unnamed, of course) slept over Friday and Saturday and wife en
nights. Hllary Rodham Clitan—who wore a white route to a
sparkly trouser suit and matching headband to the reunion lunch.
formal fete—also joined her husband at Blair House,
where they hosted a buffet for 100 chums.

Five years ago, the Hoya-inchief hosted the 25th
ramion at the White House, which naturally raised the
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Senate
race gets

nasty on
GOP side

:ment since the DavidDuke candida-
cy,” Schumidt told reporters. Duke,
who no longer belongs to the KKK
but still advocales white separat-
ism, was a Republican state legijsla-
tor in Louisiana and ran a nurnber of

—unsuccessful campaigns-for-higher-
office, including two for U.S. Sen-
ate.

—_“5 /_ﬂ /98

Ex-associate blasted

PALR SAXUMA — ASSOCWUTED PRESS

Hillary Clinton speaks with students at Sherman Elementary Schoal in
. San Francisco; she was promoting an environmental measure.

[ssa’s campaign staffers count-
ered by releasing a barrage of dam-

aging evidence of their own against
Joey Adkins, a former business as-
sociate who says Issa stole a com-
pany from him in 1982.

Adkins, who couldn't be reached
Tuesday, told the Los Angeles
Times that he blames Issa’s aggres-
sive actions for his own struggles
with bankruptcy, drinling and a re-
cent jail stint for drunken doving.

Adkins also was convicted of of-
fering an undercover police officer
$20 for oral sex in 1994, and of mak-
ing “harassing phone calls” in 1993,
according to copies of Cleveland
Municipal Court documents that the
[ssa campaign faxed to reporters.

Campaign staffers also played
two taped telephone messages to Is-
sa that they sald Adkins left in early
Mayinmmmqntoeanmoney
in exchange for not talking to the
Los Angeles Times.

“Darrell, this is Joey,” both mes-
sages begin The caller tells Issa he
has a “provisional patent applica-
tion” for a battery lock device and
says, “Um, actually my asking price
is somewhere in the neighborhood
of 4 to 5 million dollars, and I have
an interested party who is planning
to comein and talk about it Monday
moming. So if you're intzmsted, I
'suggest you give me abuzz.”

The message doesn t identify the
“interested party.” Agccording to
Gimbel, Adkins called a third time
and spoke to Issa, who told him, “I
don't do business that way.”

‘ Ex-bookkeopoc accused

The Issa campaign also accused
Karen Brasdovich, Adkins' former
bookkeeper, of entering Issa’s busi-
ness in 1982 the day after a suspi-
cious fire there. The campaign as-
serts that Brasdovich “cleaned out
the company bank account™ while
Adkdins stole more than $100,000 in
parts and inventory.

Brasdovich, contacted by tele-
phone in Ohio on Tuesday, said the
accusation was “totally untrue.”

Brasdovich, who said she is a sin-
gle mother of three children, said
she did enter the business the day of
the fire and took the books home,
but that she tumed them over a day
or two later to Adldns. “T'm flabber-
gasted,” she said of Issa's accusa-
tions. “[ just can't believe someone
could make up stories like that "

The 1982 fire was investigated as
a suspected arson A few weeks be-
fore the blaze, Issa inaeased the
fire insurance, according to the re-
port. No one was charged, and Issa
said the fire was an accident His in-
surance company contested the
claim, and [ssa reached an out-of-
court settlement.













Clinton
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people,” she said, adding if re-elect-
ed, her first fight would be to re-
form campaign finance laws.

Facing marginal opposition from
within her party, the former Marin
County supervisor said she’ll dip
into her $3.36 million reserve when
her opponent is chosen June 2.

She has spent $1.7 million this
year, compared to hopeful Republi-
can nominees Darrell Issa’s $7 mil-
lion and state Treasurer Matt
Fong’s $3 million, according to re-
ports.

Boxer, D-Greenbrae, wouldn't
say which man she would prefer as
her opponent, and she shrugged off
the significance of recent polls.

“It’ll be a two-to-five point
spread. One-third of Californians
hate you, one-third love you and
one-third don’t care. That’s how it
is,” she said.

The most recent Public Policy
Institute of California poll reported
Boxer leading all candidates with
39 percent and Issa leading Fong 22
percent to 10 percent.

The poll has a margin of error of
three percentage points.

Boxer, fresh from nailing $18.1
billion for state transportation Sat-
urday under a federal bill, said yes-
terday she’s ready to attack other
problems.

She said she will continue push-
ing for cheaper gas prices in Cali-
fornia and hound Federal Trade
Commission investigators over
why Californians pay 10to 30 cents
more per gallon for gasoline than
the national average.

Increasing police, stricter gun
regulations, widespread health care
and healthier environment top her
list of spending priorities.

She wants to improve public edu-
cation by decreasing class size, en-
force tougher testing standards and
spend more on books and other in-
class materials, she said.

State Superintendent of Educa-
tion Delaine Eastin and other long-
time supporters lingered in the
Fairmont lobby following the
speeches.:

Said Eastin: “‘She’s one of the
people who helped me. I fully en-
dorse her. She’s always extended
the ladder down and helped people”
climb up.

Although Fairmont officials said
hotel staff joined Secret Service,
San Francisco police and others to
provide security during the two-
hour luncheon, enforcement offi-
cials were virtually invisible.

One man strolled along the grand
ballroom’s balcony during the
event and two others stood near the

REACHING OUT: First lady Hillar
children from Greenbrook Elementary

AP photo
Rodham Clinton greets
chool in Danville during a

campaign swing through California for Sen. Barbara Boxer.

exit doors, but entry into the room
was not heavily checked.

David Wiener, director of sales
and marketing for the hotel, de-
clined to state how many security
officials were working or the meth-

IJ photo/Frankie Frost

STAR POWER: Actor Sean Penn, who lives in Ross, was at
yesterday's San Francisco rally.

od of operating.

“We have a close working rela-
tionship with the people in Wash-
ington and we have events here like
this all the time," he said. “At this
point we have this down."



Associated Press
The Dalai LLama spoie at Emory Universi-
ty in Atlanta, and Oprah Winfrey at Wes-
leyan University in Middletown. Conn.

Associaied Press

Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke at Howard Univer-
sity in Washington, and the author Robert Ful-
ghum addressed graduates at Syracuse University.

AssoCialed Press
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Words _olf_ Wisdom for the Nation's Graduates

As’ students leave the cocoon of
college for the so-called real world
commencement speakers across the
country share their pearls of wis
dom, lend earnest advice and pro
vide a pep talk for life. These ex:
cerpts from addresses were taker
from transcripts provided by the
schools.

FRANKLIN PIERCECOLLEGE

MARLIN FITZWATER
Reagan and Bush press secretary

I have one piece of bad news. Re-

member those nightmares you have

about not remembering which class

to go to, or you do remember and
- then discover you missed so many

classes they tore the building down.
.* Those never go away."

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

ROBERT FULGHUM
Author

1 don’t know how many of you have
ever looked up a waterspout, but it's
very dark and very dangerous-look-
ing up there, scary, but there’s light
showing. And the song says disaster
occurred and washed the spider out,
and down came the rain. The song
does not say ... ‘And the spider said
to hell with that and did something
else.” Out came the sun — circum-
stances changed, and the spider went
up the spout again. This is the fight
song of the human race *

MERRIMACK COLLEGE

WENDY WASSERSTEIN
Playwright

“In 1998 we are looking directly at
not only the millennium, but an infor-
mation revolution. But when most
people wake up in the morning they
don't generally sit with a cup of
coffee and think, ‘How am I going to
deal with this upcoming millenni-
um?’ Or, ‘Oh, my God, there's an
information revolution, I better stock
up on frozen veggies.' Mostly we
think about ‘How will I get through
this day?' Or ‘Can | control where
my life's going?**

UNIVERSITY OF TULSA

KEITH E. BAILEY
Chairman. Williams Companies

!*The rate of change we are experi-
encing is remarkable in this knowl-
edge age you are entering. I{ you
choose a career in the field of tech-
nology, you should expect to see 20
percent of vour skills become obso-
lete every 12 to 18 months.”

ROANOKE COLLEGE

FRANCIS W.LEE
Investment director, Hana Bank

“The Internet, E-mail, CNN, faxes,
voice mail, cell phones, pagers: each
of these things contributes to the
illusion that we are capable of know-
ing intimately what it is like to live in
another pl~c2. ' am here to tell you
that we caunot, we do not, we will not
gain this understanding until we
move away from our nests of ‘virtual
reality’ and get out into the world. . ..
The world may seem to be shrinking.
but that’s just an illusion. Every im-
age we see excludes the thousands of
others that have been edited out."

TRINITY COLLEGE

JIMMY CARTER
Former President

‘“We're inclined to live in an encapsu-
lated world of our own creation. We
like to be with people who are just
like us, with the same color, the same
kind of clothes, the same kind of
automobile, the same kind of houses,
who go to the same place to worship.
But there's a vast world out there —
not just In our own country but in
arher nations as well"”

STEVENS INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

ANNA QUINDLEN
Author

*You walk off this campus this after-
noon with only one thing that no one

else has. There will be hundreds of
people out there with your same de-
gree; there will be thousands of peo-
ple doing what you want to do for a
living. But you will be the only person
alive who has sole custody of your
life. ... People don't talk about the
soul very much anymore. It's so
much easier to write a résumé than
to craft a spirit. But a résumé is cold
comfort on a winter night, or when
you're sad, or broke, or lonely, or
when you've gotten back the test
results and they're not so good. ...
Realize that life is the best thing
ever, and that you have no business
taking it for granted.”

HOWARD UNIVERSITY

HILLARY CLINTON
First Lady
“‘Don’t confuse having a career with

having a life. They are not the
same.”

DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY

MAE C. JEMISON
Astronaut

‘*‘Make sure you formulate the right
questions. You're always going to
hear people say a fool and their mon-
ey are soon parted. But the real
question that you want to ask your-
self is, ‘How does a fool and money
get together in the first place?' **

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER

THOMAS D.POLLARD
President, Salk Insttute for
Biomedical Research

*Certainly in the world of science,
the questions are more important
than the answers in many cases. But
I believe that is also true of life in
general.... Would the women in the

audience actually like to* know
whether or not they arc at risk for
breast cancer? The community 4s
divided on whether this kind of infor-
mation is desirable, whether people
could live with thar knowledge, So
my Big question with which I send
you home is this: Are you prepared
to live with the knowledge about your
genetic predisposition to disease?*-

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY

JOSEPH M. McLAUGHLIN
Judge, United States Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit

‘*“We urge you not to go off on an
emotional drunk, or resign from the
human race, because Americans
have risen only halfway between the
apes and the angel.”

URSINUS COLLEGE

CORNEL WEST
Harvard professor

‘‘Let us not forget that we are com-
ing to the end of a ghastly century, in
which this tradition of struggle has
pushed back indescribable evils: 200
mithion fellow human heings mur.
dered in the nante of some pernicious
ideology. What a century. Unprece-
dented levels of brutality, of barbar-
ity — I would say bestiality, but
that’s being unfair to the beast.'

EMORY UNIVERSITY

DALAI LAMA
Exiled leader of Tibet

*“If you have only education and
knowledge and a lack of the other
side, then you may not be a happy
person, but a person of mental un-
rest, of frustration. Not only that. but
if you combine these two, your whole
life will be a constructive and happy

life. And certainly you can make
immense benefit for society and the
betterment of humanity. That is one
of my fundamental beliefs: that a
good heart, a warm heart, a compas-
stonate heart, is still teachable. "

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

OPRAH WINFREY
Talk show host i

“for me greatness isn’t deternined
by fame. [ don't know 1f you want to
be famous. I don't know if you want
to go to the bathroom and have peo-
ple say, ‘Is that you in there?' ‘What
is she doing¥ That is the price of
fame — and then reading about it in
the tabloids. | don’t know if you want
that for yourselves, but | do believe
that what you want 1s a sense of
greatness. \Whar Dr. King sayvs,
greatness is determined by service."”

JUILLIARD

I TERRENCE McNALLY

Playwright

*‘Less than six months after I gradu-
ated from Columbia the Great White
Hope of American Playwritting was
working at the Museum of Modern
Art selling admission tickets. The
price was 95 cents. Most people paid
with a single. I had to make change.
It was a nickel. Grueling work. I
don‘t know how | managed But what
was really wrong with my time at
MOMA? [ didn't write. 1 whined
about the lack of time to write. I told
myself how much 1 would write just
as soon as my first play made me
rich and famous, which used to be
the American Dream, but has since
become for artists the American
Nightmare as more and more people
confuse bank accounts and movie
deals and crossover albums with
success as an artist.”
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PM-CA~ California News Digest, 1165
California AP News Digest
Wednesday PMs

Here are the top stories in sight at this hour for PMs of Wednesday, May
27, 1998. The supervisor in Los Angeles is Oscar Musibay, followed by Sue
Manning, and can be reached at (213) 626-1200. The supervisor in San Francisco
is Jim Clifford, followed by Mark Evans. For photos in Los Angeles, call (213)
626-2500. For technical problems, call Los Angeles at (213) 626-5833 or San
Francisco at (510) 463-9180. All times are Pacific unless otherwise noted.

MRS. CLINTON: First lady appears at schools on California trip

SAN FRANCISCO Cheered by dozens of excited children, first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton said more can be done to protect kids from pollution. That's
why she came out in support of Sen. Barbara Boxer's Children's Environmental
Protection Act, which would require federal environmental standards for
pollutants be set at levels to protect children.

Slug PM-WST--Mrs Clinton-Boxer.

By Anne M. Peterson.

































Vouchers aren’t answer

to public school woes

merica is facing a critical
choice: whether to honor
and strengthen our com-
mitment to our public
schools or to retreat.

A truly free public education
is a cornerstone of our democ-
racy. Nearly 90 percent of the
S52.2 million students in this coun-
try are enrolled in public schools.

Expanding the commitment to
public schools is one of my hus-
band’s highest priorities. He has
proposed legislation that would
reduce class size in the early
grades, modernize older schools
and build new ones, implement
high standards of achievement,
and help every child read inde-
pendently by the end of third
grade.

It would also link every school
to the Internet, end the practice
of automatically promoting every
student and give communities the
flexibility to decide what their
schools need.

Some members of Congress,
however, have chosen to reject
these meaningful improvements
in favor of political expediency.
They want to take dollars away
from the public schools and use
them to pay for private-school
vouchers.

One proposal that has passed
both houses of Congress would
provide vouchers of up to $3,200
for private- or parochial-school
tuition to approximately 2,000
tl;qmilies in the District of Colum-

ia.

Many of you have read news
reports about the dismal state of
the D.C. public schools, sadly re-
ferred to as among the worst in
the nation. We must fix them, but
vouchers are not the solution.

Vouchers divert attention and
taxpayer dollars away from the
schools that serve the vast major-
ity of our students just when they
need these resources to make
fundamental changes. That’s why
my husband has promised to veto
the bill.

Recently, a new superinten-
dent took over the reins of D.C's
troubled schools and has already
begun to bring much-needed re-
form to the system. Now is not
the time to siphon off desperately
needed money for a program that
il! affect at most 3 percent of
the system’s 70,000 students at a
cost of more than $6 million.

Vouchers will not bring one
more math teacher into the class-
room or repair one broken win-
dow. Vouchers will not restore
art, music or after-school activ-
ities. And vouchers will not rekin-
dle a sense of pride in our public
schools.

Vouchers raise fundamental
questions about whether the fed-
eral government can use taxpayer
dollars to send children to reli-
gious schools. And vouchers pro-

vide funds to schools that are not
accountable for what their stu-
dents learn or how the schools
manage their money.

The evidence is mixed on
whether children who participate
in voucher programs actually do
better in school. The most recent
study of Cleveland’s voucher pro-
gram concludes that students
who use vouchers do no better
than their counterparts in public
school.

At a time in our nation’s his-
tory when it is critical for every
student to have better teachers,
higher standards and more mod-
ern facilities, vouchers drain our
public schools. Giving a few stu-
dents a ticket out of the public
schools is the wrong approach.
The right approach is to fix the
schools that are failing and to of-
fer choices within the public
school system.

We know how to fix our
schools.

More than 10 years ago, Chica-
go's schools were singled out as
the nation’s worst. That’s when
the mayor, the business commu-
nity and parents got serious about
fixing their schools. This week,
Mayor Richard M. Daley an-
nounced that test scores in the
city have risen for the third
straight year — proof, he says, of
the success of tough reform ini-
tiatives.

The mayor singled out
DuSable High School, which has
created a “culture of reading,” in-
cluding a special summer reading
program and security guards who
quiz kids on vocabulary words in
the halls.

We also know how to provide
meaningful choices for parents
within the public schools — such
as charter schools. Charter
schools are public schools that
give parents and teachers the op-
portunity to design their own pro-
grams but are open to all students
and strictly accountable for the
education of their students.

When my husband was
elected, there was one charter
school in the country. Today, un-
der his leadership, there are al-
most 800. 1

Bill and I have visited charter
schools all over the country that
are leading the way in offering
important choices to public
school students and their parents.
Many of these schools are meet-
ing the needs of students who had
trouble succeeding in more tradi-
tional public schools.

As we prepare to enter the
new millennium, we can choose
to walk away from our public
schools or we can choose to roll
up our sleeves and make them
work again. Let’s not opt to give
just a few students a way out at
the expense of giving every stu-
dent a way up.

Zhe Washington Times
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INO eternal
privilege
for clients,
Starr says

Seeks notes taken
by Foster attorney

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Whitewater independent coun-
sel Kenneth W. Starr argued yes-
terday that most people who deal
with lawyers will not be affected if
the Supreme Court rules that the
attorney-client privilege of confi-
dentiality does not extend beyond
a client’s death.

“Only the client who otherwise
is planning to perjure himself
would Le less candid to his aot-
torney because of a rule that the
privilege does not apply after
death,” Mr. Starr said in a written

" brief. >

The justices are speeding up

their study of Mr. Starr’s attempt
. 10 obtain notes taken by the at-
: torney for White House Deputy

Counsel Vincent W. Foster Jr. dur-
ing a meeting shortly before Mr.
Foster’s death in 1993.

The court will hear arguments
in the case June 8 and is expected
to announce a decision before end-
ing its 1997-98 term in late June or
early July.

Mr. Starr wants the notes to help
determine whether presidential
aides lied about whether Hillary
Rodham Clinton had a role in a
White House purge of its travel of-
fice staff. Mrs. Clinton has said she
had no role.

Lawyer James Hamilton took
three pages of notes on July 11,
1993, during a meeting with Mr.
Foster about the investigation of
the travel office firings. Nine days
later, Mr. Foster was found dead of
what authorities say was a self-
inflicted gunshot wound in Fort
Marcy Park.

Mr. Starr said most courts and
leading commentators that have
considered the issue “havc prop-
erly concluded that the attorney-
client privilege should not apply
when the client is deceased.”

Mr. Hamilton has resisted sur-
rendering the notes, saying candid
communications would be chilled
by ending the privilege after a cli-
ent’s death. Mr. Starr said that “is
not true for the client who plans to
invoke the Fifth Amendment or
testify truthfully”



Turner grant targets women, children

By Betsy Pisik

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

NEW YORK — Programs to
help women and children won
nearly halfof the $22 million worth
of grants announced yesterday by
the United Nations Foundation,
created last year to give away Ted
Turner’s billion-dollar gift to the
United Nations.

Foundation officials announced
funding for 22 projects, ranging
from reproductive health pro-
grams in Honduras, Comoros,
Lebanon and the Philippines to
harvesting information about
greenhouse gases in China, to de-
mobilizing child soldiers in Sierra
Leone.

No money was earmarked for
human rights or refugee assis-
tance, two areas Mr. Turner speci-
fied when he announced the
10-year, $1 billion gift of stock in

Human rights, refugees don’t rate

September.

Sadako Ogata, the U.N. high
commissioner for refugees, said
earlier this week that given how
the priorities of the fund had
shifted, she was not expecting ei-
ther of her agency'’s proposals to be
funded.

“It is upsetting and disap-
pointing,” she said of the founda-
tion's relatively recent emphasis
on public relations and population
issues.

“I don’t know how the emphasis
shifted ... away from [Mr. Turn-
er's) original ideas,” Mrs. Ogata
told reporters and editors at The
Washington Times on Monday.

In addition to the grants an-
nounced, roughly $2 million of the

- $100 million to be spent annually

will go toward a public relations

campaign to defend the United Na-
tions against criticism, much of it
leveled by the U.S. Congress.

“We know the American public
has a good feeling about the U.N.,
but we have to get that feeling
more sharply registered,’ said
Timothy E. Wirth, a former U.S.
senator who heads the Washing-
ton-based U.N. Foundation. “One
of the most important questions in
any kind of public relations activ-
ity is ... does that institution have
relevance to my life? We have to
tell them why the United Nations
cares about 260 million Amer-
icans, why is it important to 260
million Americans.”

Among the programs funded:

e Efforts to eradicate guinea
worm in West and Central Africa
and measles in Nigeria.

e A study of food security in
Central and South America.

e Repatriation of land-inine vic-
tims in six nations.

e Microcredit for female entre-
preneurs in South Asia.

In an effort to help the United
Nations improve its relations with
the media, the fund will also un-
derwrite press kits for the upcom-
ing drug summit in New York and
send reporters to study population
control initiatives in foreign coun-
tries.

Mr. Wirth said the U.N. pop-
ulation agency was a natural
choice.

“We're always influenced by the
need to engage women more ag-
gressively. These grants are self-
explanatory and track our inter-
ests closely,” Mr. Wirth said to
reporters.

Mr. Turner, when announcing

 &he Washington Cimes
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CARVING UP TURNER'S LARGESS |

The foundation established to disburse Ted Turner's $1 bllllon gift to
the United Nations announced the first $22.1 milllon in grants
Yesterday. The money wilil be allocated to 22 Indlividual projects as

ollows:

Environment/
climate change

6%
$1.4 million

Other —————
22%
$4.9 million

({land mines, food securily,
drug conlrol, poverly abalement)

Women/po'pulallon
42% )
$9.3 milllon

Children's health
30%
$6.5 million

his gift, said funds would be given
away in 10 annual increments. A
liaison office in New York, called
the U.N. International Partnership
Fund, will solicit and vet proposals
from U.N. agencies and monitor
their progress.

The total overhead of these or-

The Washington Times

ganizations will run to at least $6
million a year, including some $2
million a year for lobbying and
fund-raising activities. All of this
money is to come from Mr. Turn-
er’s gift and should have no impact
on the U.N. budget, which is paid
by member states.










The best defense?

at if Hillary Clinton had never
uttered the phrase “vast right-wing
conspiracy”? Which is to say, what
if President Clinton’s defenders had con-
centrated solely on defense — instead of
devoting an equal if not greater amount of
their time and certainly a disproportionate
amount of their zeal to a counterattack on
the president’s enemies? The president just
might have been better off now had there
been some early restraint.

The temptation to counterattack, given :

what the president faced, is certainly
understandable. In thefirst place, the stakes
were immense. In the early days of the
Monica Lewinsky affair, the Clinton presi-
dency was on the line. Under those cir-
cumstances, it makes sense to throw up
everything you've gotas quickly as you can.
[f there was a soothsayer out there predict-
ing the week the story broke that the pres-

Tod Lindberg is editorial page editor of
The Washington Times. His column appears
Vednesdays. .

ident's job approval rating in a month's time
would be 70 percentor so, he wasa prophet
without honor in his own time. .
: Second, counterat-
tacking is one way to
change the subject. If the
top priority is to get peo-
ple to stop thinking about
the charges and the sub-
ject of the investigation,
aplausible waystation en
route to public indiffer-
‘ence is to turn people’s
attention on the investi-
gator. As it happens, the
Clinton team has hag
some past success wit
Lindbe rg this strategy — especial-
— ly in the Democratic
fundraising scandal, where Democrats
stood united in the view that Republicans
were every bit as corrupt.

Third, what the heck: The first lady
believes there is a vast right-wing conspir-
acy out to get the president (and the first
lady, too). Who's going to tell her different?

gpiracy” — including independent counsel
Kenneth Starr and Republicans on Capitol
Hill —surely fired up the president’s
staunchest partisans, and that was worth
something to him. Equally clearly, Mr. Starr,
the target of the fury, has emerged as a sin-
gularly unpopuldr figure. But there's no poll
evidence suggesting that Mr. Clinton's cur-
rent popularity in office was driven by the
counterattack his defenders mounted.

If there isn't much to the upside of the
counterattack, has there been a downside
for the president? I think there has.

First, there is a good bit of elite opinion of

the non-partisan to not-very-partisan stripe
thatis concerned about long-term damage to
the institution of the presidency being
wrought by the total-war Clinton defense.
Forcing court rulings on executive privilege
claims as part of your resistance to a prose-
cutor you are painting as partisan will yield
outcomes that will bind your successors as
well. Even though practical politicians tend
to gag at the self-importance of elite opinion,
{n this case, the matter is serious.

More immediately, Mr. Starr has no rea-
son now to take anything like a benevolent
view of those he is investigating. Maybe he
never did, but is it really wise to antagonize
your prosecutor?

But the most interesting response has

WV,

Or to shut up? No one. Whatever else was
true of the White House in the days follow-
ing the Lewinsky revelations, it's clear that
Mrs. Clinton quickly identified herself as the
key to her husband's defense.

But to say that the counterattack came
naturally is not to say that the counterattack
was inevitable. It was a choice, and choices
sometimes have unforeseen consequences.

For starters, how necessary was the coun-
terattack to the president's standing in the
polls? It seems unlikely that his approval rat-
ings today would be any worse had his
defenders stuck to something alongthe lines
of the following: This is no one's business.
He denies it. His wife stands by him. What
else does anyone need to know? Who has
greater moral right than Hillary Clinton to
pass judgment on Bill Clinton? The presi-
dent wants to get on with the job the Amer-
ican people htred him to do. This is just a
distraction.

And then, once the poll numbers shore
up: Who cares? No one cares. The American
people want him to get on with the job they
hired him to do. Americans don't spend
their time poking around people's personal
lives — and there's no evidence for any of
these prurient charges, anyway. Let the
man get back to doing the people's business.

The attack on the “vast right-wing con-

been the political response. In the early
days of the Lewinsky affair, Republicans
stayed mum, mainly out of the view that that
was the safest course politically. But the
president’s counterattack team eventually
came to include most Democrats on Capi-
tol Hill. The villains, once again, were
Republicans.

At that point, how could Republicans
remain silent? House Speaker Newt Gingrich
has let it be known that he is now on the
attack, for the duration. He will keep ham-
mering the Clinton White House, arguing not
the specifics of the charges in the various
scandals, but the general themes that this is
a nation of laws, that no one is above the law,
not even the president, and that the presi-
dent's stonewalling is keeping Americans
from the truth they have a right to know.

Now, as it happens, more than a few
Democrats are of the view that Mr. Gin-
grich’s emergence on point isthe best thing
Democrats have going for them. Maybe.
On the other hand, do they really. want to
spend their time between now and Novem-
ber defending the integrity of the Clinton
White House?

It's jujitsu, Washington-style. For better or
worse, the Clinton counterattack on grounds
of partisan politics ensurcd a partisan polit-
ical response from the GOP.

The Washington Times
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Hillary’s PLO past

By Evan Gahr

ind-reading is usually futile

—aunless you're blessed with

ESP. Washington is never-
theless abuzz with speculation as to
why Hillary Clinton recently called
for a Palestinian state, thereby plac-
ing the Clinton administration at
odds with Israel and aligned with
Yasser Arafat on a matter intended
for future negotiations.

But folks eager to ascertain what
was going through Mrs. Clinton's
mind when she wrapped herself in
the Palestinian flag May 8 may find
a close look at her record far more
instructive.

Indeed, no one should have been

"7 " surprised when Mrs. Clinton said,

“It would be in the long-term inter-
ests of peace in the Middle East for
there to be a state of Palestine.”
True, President Clinton has a solid
history of support for the Jewish
state. But Mrs. Clinton, as everyone
knows, is her own woman. She has
often made common cause with left-
ists who view America and Israel
with equal contempt. Indeed, Mrs.
Clinton has even managed to help
fund PLO front groups — a dubious
endeavor for which she has never
given an honest explanation.

In the late 1980s, Hillary Clinton
served as chairman of the New
World Foundation. During her
tenure, the New World Foundation
played Sugar Daddy to virtually
every ultra-left organization under
the sun — from the Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Sal-
vador (CISPES) to the National
Lawyers Guild, long thelegal armof
the American Communist Party.
Under Chairman Hillary, the New
World Foundation also donated
$15,000 to the Boston-based Grass-
roots International, which in tum
funded two PLO-affiliated groups
on the West Bank.

Its well to note that the grant
came before Yasser Arafat
renounced terrorism and accepted
Israel’s right to exist Of course back
in the lase '80s, folks of Mrs. Clin-
ton's ilk were quite sympathetic with
the PLO. Just as the United States
and the Soviet Union were deemed
morally equivalent in left-wing cir-
cles, the Jewish state was placed on
much the same level as PLO terror-
ists.

Of course, such views didn’t quite

Evan Gahr broke the Mrs. Clin-
ton-PLO story for Insight magazine.
He now writes for The American
Enterprise magazine.

mesh with the 1992 Clinton cam-
paign’s centrist posture. And when
Mrs. Clinton's PLO tiescame to light
in 1992, the campaign was long on
lame explanations and short on
accountability. Mrs. Clinton’s press
secretary Lisa Caputo told the For-
ward that Mrs. Clinton did not vote
on the grant, and the money was
intended for Grassroots’' anti-
apartheid work in South Africa.
Picking up on that note, Mrs. Clin-
ton subsequently said, “If the money
was diverted I knew nothing about
it”

True, President Clinton

has a solid history of -

support for the Jewish
state. But Mrs. Clinton,
as everyone knows, is
her own woman. She
has often made
common cause with
leftists who view
America and Israel
with equal contempt.

Not so fast. The Grassroots dona-
tion was a general purpose grant;
Grassroots didn't have to divert any-
thing. Moreover, the New World
Foundation, according to Grass-
roots, knew full well that the orga-
nization supported West Bank
Palestinian groups.

All of that was irrelevant to Clin-
ton loyalists, such as Stuart Eizen-
stat. The former Carter adminis-
tration official called the PLO story
an “erroneous, irrelevant and out-
rageous slander on Hillary Clinton.”

Quite a mouthful. But today, Mr.
Eizenstat, now an undersecretary of
state, should eat his words. With the
Clinton administration increasing
the pressure on Israel — thanks in
part to Mrs. Clinton's statement —
earlier concerns regarding her sym-
pathy for the Palestinian have
proved quite prescient.

To this dav Mr-. Clintop has yet
to say whether she approves or dis-
approves of the grant. Now is a good
time to press her. Of course,
“accountability” isn't quite this
administration’s hallmark. Getting a
straight answer from Mrs. Clinton
could be as daunting a challenge as
trying to read her mind.
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