
Excerpts From Interview 
With Mrs. Clinton on NBC· 

A, We're talking, well, we're talking 
about, but it's the whole operation. 
It's not just one person. It's an entire 
operation. 
Q. Did he go outside of his rights, in 
your opinion, to expand this investi­
gation? After ·an, he got permission 
to expand the investigation from n 
three-Judge panel. 

By TIie New York Times 

Following are excerpts from an 
interview with Hillary Rodham Clin• 
ton by Ma.tt Lauer on the NBC pro• 
gram "Today," as recorded by The 
New York Times: 

MR. LAUER. There has been one ques­
tion on the minds of a lot of people in 
this country, Mrs. Clinton, lately, and 
that is, What is the exact nature of 
the relationship between your hus­
band and Monica Lewinsky? Has he 
described that relationship in detail 
~o you? 
MRS. CLINTON. Well, we've talked at 
great length. And I think that as this 
matter: unfolds, the entire country 
will have more information. But 
we're right in the middle of a rather 
vigorous feeding frenzy right now. 
And people are saying all kinds of 
things and putting out rumor and 
innuendo .... 
Q. But he has described to the Ameri­
can people what this relationship 
was not ... Has he described what it 
was? 
A. Yes. And we'll find that out as time 
goes by, Matt. But I think the impor­
tant thing now is to stand as firmly 
as I can and say that, you know,.the 
President has denied these allega­
tions on all counts, unequivocally. 
And we'll see how this plays out. ... 
Q. I want to talk about Kenneth Starr 
in a second. Before I get to him, let 
me just ask you: Do you know Moni-
ca Lewinsky? I 
A. No, uh-uh. 

Q. You've never met her? 

A. I may have. You know, there are I 
hundreds and hundreds of young peo­
ple who serve as interns .... 
Q. So these charges came as big a 
shock to you as anyone? 
A. And to my husband. I mean, you 
know, he woke me up Wednesday 
morning and said, 'You're not going 
to believe this, but' - and I said, 
'What is this?' And so, yeah, it came 

Q. Does It not appear though that this 
intern had more clout in Washington j 
than most others do? 
A. I don't know the circumstances qt J 
any of that, •Matt. I think that, you 
know, I just can't describe to you 
how outgoing and friendly Vernon 
Jordan is. I mean, when he stood up 
and said what I believe to be the 
absolute truth - that he has helped 
literally hundreds of people - and it · 
doesn't matter who they are. And if 
he were asked to help somebody, he 
would help that person. . . . \ 
Q. So if what you have heard is 
something you can believe, and if 
what the President has told the na- ' 
tion is the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth - . 
A. Right. 
Q. Then you'd have to agree that this 
is the worst and most damaging 
smear of the 20th century. 
A. Well I don't know. There have 
been a lot of smears in the 20th 
century. But it's a pretty bad one. 
Q. This is pretty devastating. 

A. The same three-judge panel that 
removed Robert Fiske and appoint­
·ed him. The_ same three-judge panel 
that is headed by someone who was 
appointed by Jesse Helms and Lauch 
Faircloth. I -. 
Q. Also Janet Reno approved 
A. Well, of course. 

Q. This expansion of an investigation. 
A. Well, you're - . Of course she is. 
Because she doesn't want to appear 
as though stie's interfering with an 
investigation. I don't - . Look, I'm 
not going to take all that on because 
I've learned that we justJlave to ride 
this out. 

It's just a very unfortunate turn of 
events that we are using the criminal 
justice system to try to achieve polit­
ical ends in this country. 

And, you know, when I'm here 
today, I'm not only here because I 
love and believe my husband. I'm 
also here because I love and believe 
in my country. 

And if I were just a citizen out 
there, maybe because I know about 
the law and I have some idea of some 
of the motivations here, I would be 
very disturbed by this tum of events. 

A. Well, just think about it. And (Jlis is 
what concerns me. This started out 
as an investigation of a failed land 
deal. I told everybody in 1992 we lost Q. James Carville, who you know -
money. People said, 'It's not true. 
You know, they made money. They I A. Great human being. 
have ,money in a Swiss b~ ac- Q. I'm sure you like him, especially 
count. W:ll, it was true. It s take~ •. at this time. He has said that this is 
years but !twas true. We get a poli~t- war between the President and Ken­
~y m?tivated. prose~utor, who 15 \ neth Starr. You have said, I under­
allied with_ the nght-wmg op~nents · stand, to some close friends, that this 
of my husband, who _has literally is the last great battle and that one 
spent four years looking at ever;: side or the other is going down here. 
telephone - . . 

. A. Well I don't know 1f I've been that 
Q. Spent $30 mllhon. dramatic. That would sound like a 
A. More thantha(t1ow: But looking at good line from a movie. But I do 
every telephone call we've made, believe that this is a battle. 
every check we've ever written, I mean, look at the · very people 
scratching for- dirt, intimidating wit- 1, who are involved In this. They have 
nesses, doing everything possible to I; popped up in other settings. This is -
try to make some accusation against n - The great story here for anybody 
my husband. And - . ': willing to find it and write about it 
Q. We're talking about Kenneth Starr and e~lain it, is this vast right-~g 
so let's use his name because he is conspiracy that has been conspmng 
the independent counsel. against my husband. _ as ~yery big surprise .... --- ---

Report Finds No Wroflgdoing in Burial Waivers 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27 (AP) ..:.. 

Congressional investigators have 
found no evidence that political con­
tributions ptaied any role in select­
ing people to oe buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery, according to a 
study to be released on Wednesday. 

The General Accounting Office, 
the investigating arm of Congress, 
says in a study that it has uncovered 
no examples of men or women who 
made generous campaign contribu­
tions and then received waivers of · 
normal rules governing burial at the 
cemetery. 

While Presidents and members of 
Congress have occasionally asked 
for waivers, the requests were used 
only to help constituents or because 
they believed that the person mer• 

ited an Arlington burial, the account­
ing office said. 

Senior Democrats on the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee asked 
the accounting office to investigate 
whether political contributions led to 
waivers, after accusations that big 
donors to the Democratic Party 
were being buried at the Arlington 
cemetery. 

Representative Terry Everett, the 
Alabama Republican who is the 
chairman of the panel's oversight 
subcommittee, has submitted a sepa­
rate request for a General Account­
ing Office inquiry into the entire pro­
cess of Issuing waivers of the normal 
qunllflcntlons for hurinl nl ArlinJ!lon 
Notlonol Cemetery. 

The subcommittee plans a h~arlng 

on the issue on Wednesday. 
When Army Secretary Togo West 

released a list in November of those 
who had received waivers, the only 
big donor was M. I,.arry Lawrence, 
who was Ambassador to Switzerland 
at the time of his death in 1996. 

Mr. Lawrence, the owner of the 
landmark Hotel del Coronado near 
San Diego, received a waiver be­
cause he said he had served in the 
United States merchant marine in 
1945 and that he was wounded in 
action. 

After Congressional Republicans 
said they could find 

1
no evidence to 

prove that he had served in the mer­
chnnt mnrlnc, Mr. Lowrcnrc'i; wld• 
ow had his body exhumed and burled 
in San Diego. 
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Ripple Becomes Media Tidal Wave 
By J ANNY SCOTT 

o Within a couple of 
~ MEDIA ,. .hours of Hillary 
o NOTEBOOK · Rodham Clinton's 
0 

televised interview 
yesterday morning, her remarks had 
been reported, analyzed, reacted to, 
recycled and boiled down to a single 
sound bite in the dizzying frenzy that 
has become the hallmark of the news 
coverage of the White House sex 
scandal. 

That single sound bite, the one that 
included " this vast right-wing con­
spiracy that has been conspiring 
against my husband," then became 
grist for a rollicking day of punditry 
and talk that became a bizarre, day­
long prelude to President Clinton's 
State of the Union Message. 

t going on into a flight of speculation 
about i hc First Lady's sexual habits .. 

There were the men-on-the-street 
(and women-in-the-gym) interviews. 
At the World Gym in Burbank, Calif., 
an NBC reporter wended his way 
among the Stairmasters, analyzing 
the reaction to Mrs. Clinton's inter­
view, which was being rebroadcast 
and rebroadcast on a television 
mounted on a wall above his head. 

There was, of course, some coun­
terprogramming. C-Span could be 
found broadcasting a Congressional 
tribute to the late Representative 
Sonny Bono. There were soap operas 
and home shows and others. On one 
cooking show, a man in a baby blue 
apron was making spinach in Becha­
mel: "Nutmeg is so wonderful in 
spinach." 

But the news networks were doing 
their best to keep their audiences 
from reaching for the clicker. The 
promos came fast and furious. 

•'Hillary has handled her hus-

There was Dick Morris, the for mer 
Presidential adviser who resigned 
because of a sex scandal of his own, 
on a Los Angeles radio talk show ru­
minating about the First Couple's 
sex Jives, and G. Gordon Liddy, the 
Watergate conspirator, talking on 
CNN about how tough it is to mount a 
good conspiracy. 

s y Molly Bingham ror The New York Times band's damage control before," said 

Meanwhile, The Dallas Morning 
News was busy on its Web site re­
tracting an article it posted there. 
just hours before, which stated that a 
Secret Service agent was prepared 
to testify that he had seen President 
Clinton and Monica S. Lewinsky in 
what the newspaper called "a com­
promising situation." 

The day started early, when Mrs. 
Clinton appeared on the "Today" 
program for her first interview since 
the sex scandal surfaced last week 
and insisted the accusations against 
Mr. Clinton were untrue (after which 
her interviewer, Matt Lauer, 
thanked her for her candor). 

By midmorning, Peter Flaherty, 
the co-author of a forthcoming biog­
raphy of Mrs. Clinton, was on 
MSNBC calling her "a tragic figure" 
and Mr. Clinton "a sexual predator" 
and comparing her composure to Mi­
chael S. Dukakis's cold, legalistic an­
•wcr lo 1hr <lll<'::11 hlll o r II hypol h<'llt' III 
rupe und murder or his wl!c. 

There was Barbara Walters on 
"The View" on ABC: "She is han- · 
dling this just the way I think every 
man would want his wife to," Ms. 
Walters enthused. 

The White House, too, was report­
ed to be cheery about the interview. 

" You hear such words as 'master­
ful' and 'wonderful'," John Palmer 
of NBC dutifully reported. 

Next came William H. Ginsburg, a 
lawyer for Ms. Lewinsky, rating the 
performance of the wife of the man 
with whom his 24-year-old client sup­
posedly had an affair. 

" Her performance was dignified," 
Mr. Ginsburg said, lost in the now fa. 
~ 

FEDERAL COURT The White House 
sex scandal has led to a frenzy of 
news coverage from many outlets. 

miliar forest of shotgun micro­
phones. "It was well put." 

All morning and afternoon, the all­
news networks recycled the inter­
view in part or in full - every hour 
on the hour, every half-hour and 
often in between. 

"I mean, Bill and I have been ac­
cused of everything, including mur­
der," Mrs. Clinton could be heard 
saying over and over and over. "I 
mean,.Bill and I . . . " 

By late morning, the analysts were 
out in full force. Lisa,Schifferin, a 
former Republican speechwriter ap­
pearing Qn one program, " CNN & 
Company," as the representative 
from the right, confessed that she 
was offended .. not to have been asked 
to join the right-wing conspiracy. 

But Mrs. Clinton was in a tight 
dr,01, M~. $ehirror111 wc,111 on tu ,uty, 
The First Ludy could not blame Ms. 
Lewinsky "for being a bimbo." 

·• 'This is a nice girl from a nice 
home and the da\lghter of a contribu­
tor," Ms. Schifferin said. "So she has 
to blame a right-wing conspiracy." 

In Los Angeles, where The Los An­
geles Times was reporting that the 
White House had re~nlisted the 
shamed Mr. Morris, along with oth­
ers, to help the Presid~nt out in this 
pinch, Mr. Morris himself surfaced 
on a popular drive-time talk show on 
KABC-AM thinking aloud about the 
First Couple's sex life. · 

" Let's assume, O.K., that his sexu­
al relationship with .Hillary is not all 
it's supposed to be," Mr. Morris said, 
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" Inside Edition." "Will Hillary be 
able to do it again?" 

Every show seemed to come ac­
companied by sinister, percussive 
music and stentorian voices to leave 
the viewer in a heightened state of 
agitation. Every report came with 
some subtitle: "Scandal in the White 
House," "The President in Crisis," 
" Investigating the President." 

Editors were showing signs of cre­
ative or desperate assigning. " Your 
Kids and Clinton's Crisis" was said 

. to be upcoming on one network. "In­
side Edition" tackled a !iegment ti­
tled "How's Chelsea Coping?" In it, a 
psychologist could be heard saying,· 
"They need to let Chelsea know that 
she is loved." 

By early afternoon, lawyers were 
analyzing the effect of Mrs. Clinton's 
interview on her "spousal privilege." 
.Her marital communications privi­
lege remains intact, viewers were 
told. Newsweek correspondents were 
energetically diss~cting Mrs. Clin-
1011'11 C0 ll8pll'IWY lhe111•y . 

"She believes it with nil her 
heart," said Jonathan Alter of News­
week and MSNBC. 

Mr. Alter said Mrs. Clinton had 
even discussed it with him in the 
past. Then along came Michael Isi­
koff, also of Newsweek, suggesting it 
would be difficult to fit Ms. Lewinsky 
into the vast right-wing conspiracy. 

The CNN program "Burden of 
Proof" featured Richard Ben-Ven­
iste, a former Watergate prosecutor, 
who opined: "The press is in full­
throated blood lust for this issue. 
There is no question that this is not 
only a distraction. It has totally, to­
tally taken over and distracted from 
the business of government." 



Surreal Air Envelops Capital 
As S9me Change the Subject 

A' 
· - -N-o-where, though, was the mood 

By R. W. APPLE Jr. and ADAM NAGOURNEY . more surreal than on the grounds of 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 - It was the White House itself. 

Soturd11y nl~ht 01 thr. Whllr HmiRr, Continued From Page Al Mr. Clinton has experienced this 
011d Hlllnry Rodhnm <'111111111 rose tn k1111I ur r1111r111 hur111·u 1l11r111g hl:1 11rn 111 
the f'umlly Quarters lo welcome the ~llnlon. puhllc orrtt·c 11ml, by nil 11n-1111111s, he 
guests joining her and the President At the ·white House, Mr. Clinton, exhibited this weekend a level or 
for dinner and a movie. jressed in the suit he had worn to serenity and focus that his aides had 

"Thank you for coming out/' she :hurch this morning, painstakingly difficulty matching. As he learned to 
said. "It's been such an uneventful practiced his State of the Union do during limes like these, Mr. Clin• 
week at the White House." Mrs. Clin- speech for nearly four hours, rewrit- ton sought to pretend that . nothing 
ton's audience - a mix of entertain- ing .passage by passage. But each was amiss, keeping to what would 
ment figures, · political leaders and time Mr. Clinton disappeared, the have been his regular schedu~e in the 
friends of the Clintons - responded gallows humor resurfaced (one aide fourth weekend of January. 
with a warm laugh and some obvious emerged from the practice session to He went to church this morning, 
relief, one guest recalled. They then announce that Mr. Clinton would use and watched the Super Bowl this 
sat_ back to watch "The· Apostle," his speech to propose abolishing the evening with the Rev. Jesse Jackson. 
which dealt with the subject of adul- 22d Amendment, so he could seek a He ran through his State of the Union 
.tery. third term). speech, and Saturday night joined 

Across town, at almost the same The British Ambassador, Sir Mrs. Clinton as hosts of 100 people 
moment, an equally surreal scene Christopher Meyer, was host of a for a buffet dinner and a movie; 
pl~yed out at the British Embassy. dinner at his residence, an elegant, among the guests were the actors 
This was a black tie dinner-dance, 70-year-old Washington home de- Robert Duvall and Farah Fawcett. 
where _Vernon E. Jordan Jr. and _ s~ed by ~ir Edwin Lutyens, whose He shuttled effortlessly from a meet­
Madeleine K. Albright were among goal was to design a grand English ing with foreign policy advisers on 
the ~ost prominent guests for an country house, nestled along the Iraq to a session with lawyers about 
evening studded with some of the stretch of Massachusetts Avenue his legal difficulties. 
~st-known figures in Washington so- known as Embassy Row. Many of the "A person who hasn't read the 
ciety. 120 people who turned out to we!- papers - a visitor from Mars, say -

Whenever Mr. Jordan or Ms. Al- come the new ambassador were ani- would never, ever guess there's any­
bright' was on hand, the talk was of mated as, between dinner and danc- thing extraordinary going on in his 
worried concern about the future of ing, they shared the latest gossip on life," said a long-time friend and 
the President and the nation. Other Mr. Clinton's case. But at one table adviser ~ho spent much of the week­
guests urged them to fight on, de- - that of Melanne Verveer, the chief e

nd 
wi

th 
Mr. Clinton. 

spite the uproar over accusations of staff for the First Lady - incredi- Meanwhile, his staff was torn be· 
that the President had an affair with I bly, not a word was spoken about the tween gamely offering the usual pre­
nn ltttttru. nfrnlr lh" "ntlr" ,,v.,11tnl!, nl'rnnlinl! ; speech huildup · to reporters ("We 

But the moment the President's to someone who wus there. 1111 vc: 11 1c:rrir11.: :1pc:i:,i.:h t " u :1t1111111 

adviser or his Secretary of State The mood was different in another I aide confided) to dealing with an 
moved on, the tone changed: "Do part of the city, where a few of the unending stream of questions about 
you think he can survive?" asked one young staff aides from the White Mr. Clinton's purported infidelities 
guest. House gathered to celebrate the from the unusually Jorge flock or 

"How long do you give him?" birthday of one of their members. It television reporters that had de• 
asked another. . was hard on this cold and rainy night . scended on the muddy White House 

At any other time, this would have not to recall the intoxicating days of lawn. 
hcen n weekend In which Wnshln1ton 11)112, when ~Ollle or them helped the In thl11 unsettled ntmoi;phcrc, 11 
could have gladly indulged in Its two Governor of Arkansas to his 'improb- became hard for even Mr. Clinton's 
favorite sports, politics and football, able victory. Now, amidst the cele- disciplined supporters to keep to the 
the preparation of the State of the bration, the talk was despondent, script. This morning, a White House 
U:nion ~ddress and_ the Super Bowl. . about whether the man so many of k 

B_ut instead, this past 48 hours them had admired would s.urive at spo esman, Joe Lockhart, was chas-
have been as unsettled and strained all. i tised because reporters were some-
as many people here could recall, " My world is completely shat- how left behind when Mr. Clinton 
Each time Washington sought to con~ tered," one of them said. went to church. 
duct business as usual, it was pulled " We were slow gathering the pool 
back by the allegations of sexual and the President left early," Mr. 
misconduct swirling around Mr. Lockhart said evenly. "And Ken 

Starr is investigating." 

Continued on Page Al2 
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POPE ASKS CUBANS 
TO SEEK NEW PATH 
TOWARD FREEDOM 

THRONGS AT HAVANA MASS 

John Paul Emphasizes Human 
Rights and Also Criticizes 
the American Embargo 

A\ By LARRY ROff!ER 
HAVANA, Jan. 25 - With the Im• 

ages of both Jesus and Che Guevara 
looking down on him and a visibly 
moved throng, Pope John Paul II 
today stepped Into Fidel Castro's fa• 
vorite pulpit, the huge Plaza of the 
Revolution here, and urged CUbans 
to seek "the new paths called for by 
these times of renewal" and to avoid 
"exclusion, lsolatl<Ut and conflict" 

With Mr. Castro and other senior 
Cuban officials In the front row at a 
mid-morning Mass, the Pope deliv­
ered a ringing call for pluralism 
here. -He rejected the materialistic, 
one-party ideology of the Cuban 
state. And he said true liberation 
"cannot be reduced to Its social and 
political aspects," but must also In­
clude "the exercise of freedom of 
conscience - the basts and founda­
tion of all other human rights." 

Later In the day, though, the Pope 
also made his most critical reference 
yet to the American economic em­
bargo of CUba. At a departure cere­
mony at Jose Marti Airport this 
evening, he said CUba's "material 
and moral poverty" arose not only 
from "limitations to fundamental 
freedoms" and '"discouragement of 
the individual," but also from "re­
strictive economic measures - un­
just and ethiqilly unacceptable -
Imposed from outside the country." 

With Mr. Castro at his side, he 
said: "In our day, no nation can live 
In Isolation. The Cuban people, there­
fore, cannot be denied the conta.cts 
with other peoples necessary for eco­
nomic, social and cultural develop­
ment .. especially when the Imposed 
Jsolation strikes the population indls· 
cruritriately, making" It ever more 
difficult for the weakest to enjoy the 

Continued on Page '.A.8 

Conttnued From Page Al 

bare essentials of decent living -
things such as food, health and edu­
cation." 

The Pope spoke after Mr. C&stro 
had compared CUba's relationship 
with the United States to that of 
David and Goliath, complaining that 
CUba has been "blockaded and sub­
jected to o verltoble economic wnr" 
for nearly 40 yeurs. "For all your 
words, even those with which there 
may be some disagreement, .I offer 
my thanks," the Cuban leader said. 

For the morning Mass, groups or­
ganiud on the basis of church parish 
or family began arriving at the 
square well before dawn on foot and 
by bus, Ignoring the unseasonably 
cool, overcast and windy weather. 

TV Rebelde, the state controlled 
television network, which broadcast 
the Mass live, said "hundreds of 
thousands" of people were th~re, b_ut 

made a point of specifying that the 
multitude was composed of both "be· 
lh1YPl'N 111111 llllllll<'ll<'VPI II. " <'II 111<'," 1\1111 l'Pl'P1,, n IPtll'liPI , AAhl. 

"I foul vury t•mol 11111111 rl1thl 1111w." 
"I liked everything he said, but 

especlolly the part where he said 
Cuba must open up to the world and 
the world must open up to Cuba," 
said Luis Soteras, a graphic designer 
at a publishing house who attended 
with his wife, Mirta L6pez, who runs 
11 smnll prlvnlc rcs11111ran1. " Wt• ('an 
all of us learn a lot from the worcls of 

Slncu hu CIIIIIU Ill IMIWUI' In 111:ill, 
Mr. Castro has delivered many of his 
best-known speeches, on May Dny 
and other political occasions, at the 
Plaza of the Revolution, and so there 
was considerable speculation here 
about the size of the crowd that John 
Poul would draw. In his remarks, the 
Pope rclcrrccl to the locatiou hy un 
alternate · •name, the Plaza Jose 
Marti, In honor of the father of Cuban this man.:.:..'_' ----=----=-~--=--­
Independence, whose statue over- - The measured tone of today's pro­
looks the square. nouncements came after three days 

The Pope made no mention of Che of sermons that sounded increasing­
Guevara, the martyr of the Cuban ly critical of Mr. Castro's policies. At 
revolution who is the object of an a meeting with lepers and AIDS pa­
almost religious veneration here. In- tlents on Satµrday night, after a 
stead, he quoted passages from the Mass In Santiago de CUba at which a 
writings of Mart! that are-unfamiliar senior Cuban prelate warned against 
to most people here. "Every people those "who have confused the father­
needs to be religious," the Pope read, land with a single party," the Pope 
further quoting. "An Irreligious peo- called on the Government to release 
pie will die, because nothing in it political prisoners. 
encourages virtue.'' . In private, Government and party 

During a televised speech to the I officials had expressed dissatisfac­
nation nine days ago, Mr. Castro tion with such appeals and disap­
encouraged his supporters to tum polntment that the Pope had not glv­
out for today's Mass as " a sign ot en Mr. Castro what he was seeking: 
courtesy and consideration," but an explicit condemnation of 37 years 
warned that "nobody should shout of American economic sanctions di­
'vivas' for any leader of the revolu- rected against Cuba. Instead, John 
tion." That did not prove to be much Paul had limited himself to generic 
of a problem: from start to finish, criticisms of "economic embargoes, 
the crowd belonged to the Pope and which are always deplorable be­
the Pope alone. cause they damage the most needy," 

Indeed, his first words were Inter- as he put it in CamagUey on Friday. 
rupted by an enthusiastic chant of Toe Pope's schedule on his fifth 
"You can hear it, you can feel It, the and final day In Cuba was the busiest 
Pope is here!" Later, his comments and most taxing of his trip to the only 
were greeted with occasional sho"'ts Latin American country he had not 
of "Freedom! Freedom!" or sus- visited previously. An "ecumenclal 
tained and spirited applause anytime encounter" with Protestant and Jew­
he mentioned the concepts central to ish leaders preceded the morning 
his 40-mlnute homily: justice, truth, Mass, while separate meetings with 
hope and liberation. the Cuban Conference of Bishops and 

"I am· not opposed to applause,'' with clergy, seminarians ·and lay 
the Pope quipped during one such leaders followed. 
interruption, drawing a smile from Meeting with the bishops, John 
Mr. Castro. "Because when you ap- Paul urged Jaime Cardinal Ortega 
plaud, the Pope can rest a bit." and a dozen other prelates to contln-

Later, after another spontaneous ue their efforts to Insure that the 
outburst, he remarked, "You are an Catholic Church."occupies her right­
active audience," and then playfully tul place In the. midst of the people 
added, "There's still a page to go." and has the possibility of adequately 

From deep within the c.rowd, it serving the brethren." To do so, he 
was impossible to discern whether added, restrictions on the church's 
Mr. Castro Joined the faithful In reel· activities here must be lifted. 
tatlon of the liturgy and prayers dur- " When the church demands rell­
ing the Mass. State television showed gious freedom, she is not asking for a 
Mr. Castro and bis retinue arrivln gift, a privilege or a permission de­
at the Mass and talking with the pendent on contingent situations, po­
Pope afterward, but did not show Ut.ical strategies or the will of the 
him at moments when a response authorities," he said. "Rather, she 
from the congregation was due. demands the effective recognition of 

Mr. C&stro, wearing a dark blue an Inalienable human right.'' 
business suit, was accompanied by But at the Mass, the Pope also 
tlie author Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 

1 
sounded themes that are familiar to 

who Is a longtime friend of Mr. Cas- 1 Cubans from Mr. Castro's speeches, 
tro's, and by several of his closest and In a similar language. "Various 
associates, Including Minister of For- places," he said, "ate witnessing the 
eign Relations Roberto Robaina and resurgen.ce of a certain capltallst 
Ricardo Alarcon, the leader of Cu- neo-llberalism, which subordinates 
ba.'s legislative assembly. the human person to blind market 

The officials remained to the end forces and condltlon~.,the develop­
of the two-and-a-half-hour Mass, fol- ment of people on those forces.'' 
lowing Mr. Castro's advice that par- Without mentioning the lntema­
ty militants " not express the sllght- tlonal Monetary Fund or the World 
est manifestation of disgust at any Bank by name. the Pope also crlti­
phrm•r thnt clh1plrn11r11 1111 or IIN'llln cl7.Nl Iha n1one1r11y 1m111rn11111 1111111<' 
unjust," but they did not take com- organizations have devised for Latin 
munlon. American countries and, most re-

Ordinary Cubans, some of whom cently, for Indonesia, South Korea 
said they were attending a Mass for and Thailand. 
the first time, declared that they "At times," he said, "unsustnln­
found the Pope's message inspiring. able economic programs are im­
"HJs words penetrated and stimulat- posed on nations as a condition for 

further assistance." · 

mbe Nt\u Dork mnuetJ 
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irst Lady Launches Counterattack, 
Pros:_~utor Called 'Politically Motivated' Ally of 'Right-Wing.Conspiracf:~ 

J .. - p .. 

By David Maraoiss 
W11hin,ton Pott Staff Writer 

, First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
yesterday launched a vigorous coun­
terattack on behalf of her husband's 
beleaguered presiclPncy, declaring 
tlwt the (lrl'sidcnl is the victim of n 
"politically motivated" prosecutor al­
lied with a "vast right-wing conspira­
cy." 
. Using a nationally televised inter­

View as her forum, she assumed a 
familiar and crucial role as Bill Clin­
ton's first defender. She said she 

I 
knew him better than anyone in the 
~rid, s~ll lov~ him, and fully be­
lieved his derual of allegations that 

. he had entered into a sexual relation­
ship with a White House intern and 
had urged the young woman to lie 
about it · 

The first lady's determined perfor­
mance on NBC's "Today" dramatical­
ly reshaped the debate over the sex 
scandal that erupted last week and 
now threatens President Clinton's 
political survival. Her words at once 
established a clear line of counterat­
tack for Clinton's loyalists, whose 
defense strategy until yesterday had 
seemed confused if not half-hearted, 
boosted morale at the White House 
an~ drew a swift rebuttal from he; 
mam target, independent counsel 
Kenneth W. Starr, who labeled the 
conspiracy claims "nonsense.• 

While Hillary Clinton had nothing 
new to add to the president's sketchy . 
explanations of his relationship with 
the _White House intern, Monica 
~wmsky, she said that she had 
talked to her husband at great length 
about the subject and was satisfied 
with his answers. 

"_I think as this matter unfolds, the 
entire country will have more infor­
mation, but we're right in the middle 
of a feeding frenzy right now, and 
people are putting out rumqi;rand 
1DDuendo," she said. She urg'ed the 
press and public "just to be patient, 
take a deep breath, and the truth will 
come out• 

Throughout the interview with 
Matt Lauer, ~e·"Today" host. Hillary 

See HIUARY, A20, Col. 5 

HIUARY, From Al 

Clinton displayed the cool and unruf­
fled style that has become her trade­
mark in times of trouble. She easily 
and quickly diverted the toughest 
questions about her husband's be­
havior, suggesting that his difficul­
~es ~~ either the Mmean-spirited" 
unaguungs of people out to get him 
or t!ie unwitting misinterpretatioQ.s 
of his garrulous and friendly person­
ality. 

When Lauer began a sentence by ' 'Hillary Clinto·n. a's she-has been at 
saying, "So where there's smoke . .,. . . every point in his career, was at the 
" she quickly punctuated it with ilie center of that strategy. It was no 
negating variation of that turn of accident that she would take it to 
phrase: "There's no fire." In her Starr when she reached the "Today" 
version of events, even the first con- set in New York yesterday morning. 
versation that she and Clinton had She awoke at 5 a.m. at her suite in the 
about L~winsky'11 ullcg11tion >1 Wahlnrr Al-llnria, :uul Ntwnt a hri<'f 
seemed almost routine. She said the time preparing for the interview be­
president had woken her up last fore heading into her limousine for 
Wednesday morning and said with a the short ride over to Rockefeller 
tone of bewilderment. "You're not Plaza. . 
going to believe this, but ... " "She was very relaxed on the ride 

The decision to transform Clio- i over," said Melanne Verveer, her 
ton's public defense into a rhetorical ,• chief of staff, who was in the limou­

·war with Starr and the political right sine with her. "Not uptight Not 
wing was made at the White House apprehensive. She was not over­
in a series of meetings over the past whelmingly natural. We talked about 

· four days, according to several ad- how odd it was that her speech the 
ministration .sources. In every dis- night before at the UNICEF dinner 

, cussion in which she participated, had so many press people covering 
the firstladywasaa leading advocate it, and how large the press was at the 
of an aggressive strategy attacking events in Harlem." The press was 

· Starr, but it was not until her re- expecting her to say something a day 
marks yesterday morning that they too soon. She was holding her fire 
realized that counterattacking was until the morning television show. 
their most effective choice, and that Even before Lauer's questioning 
she was their most effective weapon. had turned to Starr, the first lady said 

In the days after Lewinsky's alle- that she was "very concerned about 
gations-made in conversations the tactics that are being used and 
tape-recorded by a friend-first sur- the kind of intense political agenda at 
faced, the White House seemed vir- work here"-and she returned to 
tually paralyzed by an"inteose strug- that topic at every opportunity. 
gle between Clinton's· lawyers and She said she was calm in the midst 
political aides. The lawyers urged a of the "firestorm" because she and 
cautious Tesponse because of the her husband had become accus­
immense legal stakes, which includ- tomed to spurious conspiracies con­

. ed possible felony convictions or cocted against them. "So having 
impeachment if it could be proved seen so many of these accusations 
that Clintoq asked the intern to lie come and go, having seen people 
about their relationship. His political profit, you know, like Jerry Falwell, 
advisers urged some sort of strong with videos accusing my husband of 
denial and counterattack in·response murder, of drug-running, seeing 
to the'releotless news stories. · some of the things that are written 

With Hillary Clinton leading the and said about him. my attitude is. 
way, the political side eventually 
won. After a series of carefully word- you know, we've been there before. 
ed denials that in their vagueness We have seen this before." 
only prompted more questions, the She portrayed Starr as an obsessed 
president changed course on Mon- prosecutor in league with Falwell and 
day. At a- routine Wb.ite House func- others on the far political right whose 
tion on education, with his wife and only mission has been to "undo" the 
Vice President Gore standing on results of the •last two elections. She 
either side of ~. ~~too _ended a . called Starr a "politically motivated 
s_hort ~peec~ by gnttin~ hi~ tee~. prosecutor who is allied with the right­
tight7nmg his face, squmchmg. his wing opponents of my husband, who 
eyes mto an an~y glare, and stati~g, has literally spent four years looking at 
"I want you to listen to me! I'm gomg , 
to say this again, I did not have every telephone . ·,. call we ve ~ade, 
sexual relations with that woman every check we ve ever wntten. 
Miss Lewinsky. I never told anybody scratching. for dirt i~timida~ wit­
to lie, not a single time. Never.• nesses, domg everything possible to 

White House aides said that the try to make some kind of accusation 
president had offered denials of simi- against my husband." 
lar intensity in several private meet- Starr, she said, was just part of what 
ings, and from that point. the mood she called "an entire operation." · 
of his loyalists began to change, and Io a written statement that bis office 
they began to consider more deter- released hours after the interview 
minedly a fu~-b~re plan of attack. . Starr said: "The First Lady today ac'. 

At a me7ti~g m the Old Executive cused this Office of being part of a 
Office Buildin~ on Mon?aY after- 'vast right-wing conspiracy.' That is 
noon, Aon Lewis, the White House . . . 
communications director, led a strat- nonsense. Our curr~nt mves_tigatio? 
egy session with several political began when ':"'e received cr~d1ble evi­
consultants and advisers. The dis- deoce of senous federal crunes. We 
cussion was ostensibly about the promptly informed Attorney General 
State of the Union address, but it also Uanet) Reno, and she determined that 
focused, inevitably, on the sex scan- the allegations merited further iovesti-
dal. According to several consultants gatioo. • · 
in attendance, the central question 
was: "How do we finally turn the 
corner where we can get people 
raising legitimate questions about 
Starr." 



During the interview, Lauer noted ln several of his races for governor, 
that Reno had approved the expansion especially his final one, in.• 1990, 
of the investigation. "Well, of course against Republican Sheffield Nelson, 
.. . ," Hillary Clinton responded. "Be- Clinton had effectively ~been able to 
cause she doesn't want to appear as dismiss all sexual allegations against 
though she's interfering with the in- him by claiming they were part of a 
vestigation ... . Look, I'm not going to reckless conspiracy launched by des­
take all that on, because I've learned perate opponents. 
that we just have to ride this out It's At a meeting the other day when 
just a very unfortunate turn of events several Clinton political aides were 
that we are using the criminal justice cliscussing how they have dealt with 
system to try to achieve political ends this problem for the past five years, 
in thiHountry." two ofhi11 mlvi11rr11 who .1111 luu-k to thr 

Members o! Congress. for the most Arkllnsas days with him loukcd at each' 
part, stayed out of the fight, except other, smiled wistfully. "Five, hell, how 
Republican Sen. Arlen Specter (Pa.), about 10!" one said. 
who urged the Democrats to give Starr . 
"the same benefit of the doubt" they ~ 
are seeking for Clinton. · 

When the first lady's aides were 
asked later who was involved in this ' 

• conspiracy, they said Hillary Clinton's 
statements would stand on their own, 
with no adclitional details. "I really 
can't" add any details, said Verveer. "I 
think she said all she was going to 
say." 

The argument that most of Bill 
Clinton's troubles arise from the con­
spiracies of his enemies is ·one that • 
Hillary Clinton has been making for 
several years. In "The Agenda.• Bob 
Woodward's book on the first two 
years of the Clinton presidency, she 
claimed that the Whitewater investiga­
tion had its roots in a longstanding 
Republican plan to diminish his power. 

"She connected the current trou­
bles to a call that 11ht> rrmrmbt>rt>rl Rill 
telling her about in the summer of 
1991, just as he was deciding to run for 
president," Woodward wrote. "She re­
called that he reported a direct threat 
from someone in the Bush White 
House, warning that if he ran, the 
Republicans would go after him. 'We 
will do everything we can to destroy 
you personally,' she recalled that the 
Bush White House man had said.' • 

The validity of that threat could 
never be established, but it served as 
the rallying point within the Clinton 
camp throughout the 1992 campaign. 
M~y of Clinton's longtime advisers 
were aware of the Arkansas roots of 
that strategy. Since his first political 
campaign, when he was running for 
Congress in northwest Arkansas in 
1974, Clinton had been dealing with 
rumors about his sex life, and also 
with conservative adversaries who ac­
knowledged that they were intent on 
cutting short his political career. 



--=------=-- - - - - - - -
the Rutherford Institute, which is · 
paying the legal bills of Clinton ac- : 
cuser Paula Jones, disputed Mrs. 
Clinton's contention of a conspir­
acy. 

"I've had no contact with Ken­
neth Starr except to get a sub­
poena:' he said. "When you ·hear 
that kind of stuff, I think you 
should say, 'Show us the facts. Who 
conspired and when?' " . 

The first lady did not name 
names, but Miss Lewinsky was 
friends with Linda Tripp, t he 
source of allegations of a sexual 
advance by Mr. Clinton · to aide 
Kathleen Willey. Mrs. Tripp in 
turn has been linked to literary r=======--=====-71 
agent Lucianne Goldberg, ;a Clio- · -
ton opponent, and former FBI Starr disputes 
agent Gary Aldrich, who wrote a · 
book critical of the way the Clinton Hill· ary's ch~ges· . 
White House is run. 

At another point yesterday, Mrs. 
Clinton said: "I think that when all ASSOCIATED PRESS 
of this is put into context and we Text of independent counsel 
really look at the people involved . Kenneth W. Starr's statement 
here, look at their motivations, • ye_sterday on comments by 
loo~ at-their backgrounds, look at : Hillary R._odham Clinton: · 
th~ir past behavior, some fol.ks are ; The J:'irst Lady today_· ac­
gomg to have a lot to answer for." · : cused this Office ef being part 

Mrs. Clinton also addressed the ! of "a vast right-wing conspir­
delicate subject of how her daugh- : acy." Th~t is r_io~nse. ·our 
ter, Chelsea, a freshman at .Stan~ i current investigation began 
f?rd University, is handling the cri• ; w~en we recei~ed credible 
SlS. . · . · r e~dence of se.rious federal 

"We'vetalkedalot.BothBilland ~ crimes. We_ promptly in­
Ihavetalkedto-heralot,'.!.sbesaid.J I formed ~ttorne'y General 

•~y time accusations of any 

1

. Reno, and she. determined that 
kind, but especially like this with -the allegations merited fur­
such publicity around the ~orld I ther investigation. Tlie At­
are made, it really d~s affect you~ ! r(?rney ~n~ral and the Spe­
~hole family," Mrs. Clinton said. , c~al p1v1s1on of the D.C. 

:i C1rcwt then authorized us to 
· ~ndu~t ~e investigation. Our 
. mvestig~tion is being carried 
9ut by highly experienced fed-

. eral prosecutors, FBI agents, 
and other law-enforcement 
p~fessionals, with major de­
CISI(?~ made through a delib­
~rattve process. We are work­
m~ to complete the inquiry as 
q_wckly and thoroughly as pos­
sible. 
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FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE --- · -
Excerpts from yesterday's inter• 

view with first lady Hillary Rod· 
ham Clinton by Matt Lauer on 
NBC's "Today" show. 

Mr. Lauer: There has been one 
question on the minds of a lot of 
people in this -country, Mrs. Clin• 
ton, lately. And that is, what is the 
exact nature of the relationship 
between your husband and Moni· 
ca Lewinsky? Has he described 
that relationship in detail to you? 
· Mrs. Clinton: Well, we've talked 
at great length. And I think as this 
maner unfolds, the entire co.untry 
will: have more information. But 

. w.e're right in the middle of a 
rather vigorous feeding frenzy 
right now, and people are saying 
all kinds of things and putting out 

· rumor and innuendo. 
And I have learned over the last 

many years, being involved in 
politics, and especially since my 
husband first started running for 
president, that the best thing to do 
in these cases is just to be patient, 
take a deep breath, and the. truth 
will com~ out. But there's nothing 
we can do to fight this firestorm of 
allegations that are out there. 

Q: But he has described to the 
American people what this rela• 
tionship was not ... in his words. 
Has he described to you what it 
was? 

Mrs. Clinton: Yes. And we'll 
find thqt out as time goes by, Matt. 
But I think the important thing 
now is to stand as firmly as I can 
and say that the president has de· 
nied these allegations on all 
counts, unequivocally. And we'll 
see how this plays out. 

I guess - everybody says to 
me, "How can you be so cahp, or 
how din you just, you know, lOQk. 
like you're not upset?" ·And I guess 
I've just been through it so many 
times: I mean, Bill and I have been 
accused of everything, including 
murder, by some of the very same 
people who are behind these alle• · 
gatioos. So °from my perspective, 
this is part of a continuing politi· 
cal campaign against my hus• 
band. 

Q: To the best of your knowl• 
edge, Mrs. Clint,,, has your bus· 
band ever giveq1Qr received gifts 
from or to Moni¢4 Lewinsky? 

Mrs. Clinton: I'm not going to 
comment on any specific allega• 
tiort, because I've learned we need 
to p'ut all ·of this into context. And 
it will be put into context.,- And 
anyone who knows my husband 
knows that he is an extremely 
generous person to people he 
knows, to strangers, to anybody 
who's around him. · 'And I think 
that his behavior, his treatment of 
pe9P,l~.--~ ~~}.o_!r_,~Jain all 

of this. . surprise. 
Q: When you say he's a gener• Q: When he said "but," he said 

ous person, so it is possible that he but what? 
·has given gifts to Monica Lew• ·Mrs.Clinton: "But I want to tell 
insky? . . .you what's in the newspapers." 

Mrs. Clinton: I think it's possi• Yeah. 
ble, of course, because if you know .Q: I think the part of this that 
my husband, you know that he is makes certain people across the 
somebody who will say, "How country uneasy is that we have a 
would you like this?" I mean, I've 21-year-old intern at the White 
seen him take his tie off and hand House who moves to the Penta• 
it to somebody. gon, who then gets a job interview 

Q: So that wouldn't be a behav· · at the U.N. with Bill Richardson 
ior that would be unusual for him himself. 
dealing with an intern at the And then a very dear friend of 
White House. your husband's, Vernon Jordan, 

Mrs. Clinton: Dealing with any- recommends her for two jobs in 
body, Matt. I mean, seriously, I've · this city, here in New York, and 
known my husband for more than then drives her personally to a 
2S years and we've be~n married lawyer's office when she's subpoe­
for 22 years. And the one thing I . naed by Kenneth Starr. Does it not 
always kid.him about is that he appear,. though,··that this intern 
never meets a stranger. He is had more clout in Washington 
kind. He is friendly. He tries to than most others do? 
help people who need help, who · Mrs. Clinton: I don't know the 
ask for help. circumstances · ·of any · of that, 

So I think that everybody ought Matt. I think that, I just can't de• 
to just stop a minute here and scribe to you how outgoing and 
think about what we're doing. And friendly Vernon Jordan is. I mean, 
it's not just what we're doing in when he stood up and said what I 
terms of making these accusa· believe to be the absolute truth, 
tions against my husband, but I'm that he has helped literally bun• 
very concerned about the tactics dreds of people, and it doesn't 
that are being used and the kind matter who they are, and if he 
of intense political agenda at work were asked to help somebody, he 
here. would help that person. I've seen 

Q: I want to talk about Kenneth him ·do it countless times. So I 
Starr in a second. Before I get to guess I know tpe peQple involved. 
him, let me just ask you, do you I know them personally. I know 
know Monica Lewinsky? them well. I've known Vernon 

Mrs. Clinton: No. longer than I've kn.own my hus• 
Q: You've n~r met her? band. . 
Mrs. Clinton: I may have. There Q: So when people say there's a 

are hundreds and hundreds of lot of smoke here, your message 
young people who serve as in• is, where there's smoke -
terns. And, we have big events for .Mrs. Clinton: There isn't any 
them. We take pictures with them. fire, because think of what we've 
But unless they work directly in been througb for the last six years 
my office, I'm not likely to meet and think of everything we've 
them. been accused of.. · · · 

Q: Did E;velyn Llebennan, the Q: Are. you saying, though, that · 
former deputy chief of staff, or you're no longer - that this 
any other White House staffers, doesn't upset you anymore? 
Mrs. Clintoniver come to you You're almost nwnb to it? ; 
and say, "We ' ay have a problem Mrs. Clinton: It's not beidk 
with one of e interns at the numb so much as just being veilf 
White House". and mention Moni- experienced in the unfortunate 
ca Lewinsky by name? mean-spirited give-and-take of 

Mrs.Cllnton:No. No,thatnever American politics right now. So 
happened: · having seen so ·many of these ac• 

Q: So these charges came as big cusations come and go, having 
a shock to you as anyone. seen people profit, like Jerry FaJ. 

l\fl'S, Clinton: And to my hus- well with videos accusing my bus• 
band. I mean, be woke me up band of murder, of drug-running, 
Wednesday · morning and said, seeing some of the things that are · 
"You're not·going to believe this, written and said about him, qiy 
but"~ and I said, "What is this?" · attitua~.is •. :we'.,,.e ~n. there be• 
And so, yeah, it came as a very big . ·.tore:'"'.we-:nave:·:~h· lf&:is'.~fore::: 
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And I am just going to wait pa­
tiently until the truth comes out. · 

Q: So if what you have heard is 
something you can believe, and if 
what the president has told the na­
tion is the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth - then you'd have to 
agree that this is the worst and 
most damaging smear of the 20th 
century. 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I don't 
know. There have been a lot of 
smears in the 20th century. But it's 
a pretty bad one. 

Q: This is pretty devastating. 
Mrs. Clinton: Well, just think 

about it. And this is what concerns 
me. This started out as an investi­
gation of a failed land deal. I told 
everybody in 1992 we lost money. 
People said, "It's not true . . You 
know, they made money. They 
have money in a Swiss bank ac­
count." Well, it was trye. It's taken 
years, but it was true. 

We get a politically motivated 
prosecutor who is allied with the 
right-wing opponents of my hus­
band, who has literally spent fo~r 
years looking at every tele_phoile . .. 

Q: Spent S40 million: 
Mrs. Clinton: More than that 

now, but looking at every tele­
phone call ·we've made, every 
check we've ever written, scratcb0 

ing for dirt, intimidating wit­
nesses, doing everything possible 
to try to make some accusatio~ 
against my husband. 

Q: We're talking about Kenneth 
Starr, so let's use bis name, be­
cause he is the independent coun­
sel. 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, we're talk­
ing about - but it's the whole op­
eration. It's not just one person. 
It's an entire operation. 

Q: Did he go ootsi~e of his 
rights, in your opinion, to expand 
this investigation? After all, he got 
permission to expand the inves­
tigation from a three-ju~panel. 

Mrs. Clinton: The sam three­
judge panel that remov\! Robert 
Fiske and appointed him; the 
same three-judge panel that is 
headed by someone who was ap­
pointed by Jesse Helms and 
Lauch Faircloth. 

Q: The last time we visited a 
subject li~ this involving your 
family was 1992, and the name 
Gennifer Flowers was in the news. 
And you said at that time, in an 
interview, a very famous quote, 
"I'm not some. Tommy· Wynette 
standing by my man." In the same 

president, and deflect these 
charges. How much of a role are 
you taking in this, do you think you 
should take? · 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I certainly 
am going to defend my husband 
and I'm certainly going to offer 
advice. Bl!t I am by no means run­
ning any kind of strategy or being 
bis chief defender. He's got very 
capable lawyers and very capable 
people inside the White House 
and a lot of very good friends out. 
side the Whiie House. · 

Q: But you're probably the mas1 
credible defender of the president 
at this time. 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I probably 
know him better than anybody 
alive·in the world. So I would hope 
that I'd tie the most credible de­
fender. 

, Qt James Carville . . . bas said 
that this is war between the pres­
ident and Kenneth Starr. You have 
said, I understand, to some close 
friends; that this is the last great 
battle and that one side or the 
other is going down here. 

. 
AP 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
• waits for the r:iext question from 
interviewer Matt Lauer on NBC's 
"Today" show yesterday morning . 

interview, your husband admitted 
that be had, quote, "caused pain" 
in your marriage. . 

Six years later, you are still 
standing by this man, your -bus: 
band, through some difficult 
charges. If be were to be asked 
teday, Mrs. Clinton, do you think 
he would admit that he again has 
caused pain in this marriage? 

Mrs. · Clinton: No, absolutely 
not. And he shouldn't. We've been 
married for 22 years, Matt, and I 
have learned a long time ago that 
the only people who count in any 
marriage are the two that are in it. 
We know everything there is to 
know about each other and we 
understand and aCCfPt and love 
each other. . 

And I just think thft a lot of this 
is deliberately designed to sensa­
tionalize charges against my bus• 
band because everything else 
they've tried has failed. And I also 
believe it is part of an effort, very 
frankly, to undo the results of two 
elections. 

Q: Let me talk about your role. 
There have been reports that 
you've taken charge at the White 
House and decided to be the chief 
defencfer 'of your husband, of the 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I don't know 
if I've been that dramatic. That 
would sound like a good line from 
a movie. But I do. believe that this 
is a battle. Look at the very people 
who are involved in this. They 
have popped up in other settings. 

The great story here for any-
body willing to find it and write 
about it and explain it is this vast 
right-wing conspiracy that has 
been conspiring against my hus­
band since the day be announced 
for president· A few journalists 
have kind•· of caught onto it and 
explained it, but it bas not yet 
been fully_ revealed to the Amer­
ican public. And actually, in a bi• 
zarre sort of way, this may do it. 

Q: Let me take. you and your 
husband out of this for a second. 
Bill and Hillary Clinton aren't in­
volved in this story. If an Amer­
ican president had an adulterous 
liaison in the White House and 
lied to cover. it up, should the 
American people ask for bis res­
ignation? · 

Mrs. Clinton: Well,. they should 
certainly be concerned about it. 

Q: Should they ask for his res-
ignation? . . 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I think if all 
that were proven true, I think that 
would be a very serious offense. 
That is not going ·to be proven 
true. I think we're going. to find 
some other things. And I think 
that when all of this is put into 
context and we really look at the • 
people involved here, look at their 
motivations, look at their: back­
grounds, look at their past behav­
ior, some folks are going to have a 
lot to answer for. 
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Hillary slams 
'yast right-wing 
conspiracy' 

The counterattack repeats a fa• 
miliar pattern for the Clintons, a suicide - and drug running. 
who, when faced with challengE:5 A spokeswoman for Mr. Falwell, 
to their ethics, often blame their Beth Bragg, said he had no com-

. li ·ca1 'gh ment on the remarks and referred 
woes on the po ti n t . reporters to a statement be made 

In July 1995, the White House. 
counsel's office produced a report last week that Americans should 
d 'b' · ht · co ir pray for their leaders. escn mg a rig -wing nsp • As for• Mr. Starr's investigation, 
acy to peddle anti-Clinton stories Mrs. Clinton said, "It's notJ'ustone 

8 W 
p s b I through· sympathetic outlets, up to n¼ ~~ nME~o e Capitol Hill comn}ittees and on to person. It's an entire operation?' 

"mainstream" media. The panel that appointed the in-
First lady Hillary R~am A senior administration official dependent counsel is "the same 

Clinton said yesterday that re- said the first lady's volley was not three-judge panel that is headed 
ports of wrongdoing by Presi- the beginning of a formal new by someone.who was appointed by 
dent Clinton are the creation White · House campaign to dis- Jesse Helms and Lauch Faircloth:' 
of a "vast right-wing conspir- credit Mr. Starr. But that still she said, referring to North Caro· 
acy" that aims to destroy his leaves Mr. Clinton's advocates out- lina's two U.S. senators, both Re• 
achievements and neutralize side the administration. publicans. 
the results of two. presidential Clinton consultant James Car- In fact, the chief judge on the 
elections. ville, Mr. Starr's most vociferous panel, David B. Sentelle, was rec-

will d h h ts t -ommended by Mr. Helms and for-
Rising to the· defense of her critic, " · 0 w . a, e wan . 0 mally nominated by President 

husband but betraying little do:' the official said. Mr. Carville 
emotion, Mrs. Clinton directly was traveling outside the country Reagan in l985 to the federal court 

h d fi in North Carolina and to the ap• 
took on independent counsel and could not be reac e or com- peals court in Washington in 1987. 
Kenneth W. Starr, accusing ment. . . . · Mr. Faircloth was not in Congress 
him of a vendetta against the As par~ ~f the_ir politi~ Slrat· at the time. Judge Sentelle became 
president. · egy, admirustranon officials and the panel's chief judge in 1992. 

"We get a politically moti- Clinton adyocates ~o have begun A spokesman for Mr. Helms did 
vated prosecutor," she said, to turn the.ir rhetor~cal guns on the not return several phone calls yes­
"who is allied with the right· news me~a, accu~ing rep_or~ers of terday seeking comment. ·· 
wing opponents_ of my bus- =~~~1!5~/io~~~~\';.~~; A common theme running 
band, who has literally spent th lat t 1 . s n'dbi·ts -through Mrs. Clinton's answers 
fi 1 kin t ery e es sa ac1ou . th . di . d als our years . . . oo' ~ a ev Yesterday, they immediately yest~rday was ~at em vi u 
telephone callwe ve mad~, ev- . d the Dallas Morning pehind the Lewmsky SC8]\dal are 
ery check we've ever wntten,. se!~~ on , _ the same ones who have attacked 
~ratcJ:ting for di.rt,. intimidat• News' decision to withdraw a re- : the Clintons again and again over 
mg witne~ses, doing every- port quoting an unidentified law- •~.the years. 
thing possible. to try !O make yer as saying a Secret .Service \ ·t "I do believe that this is a battle:• 
some accusation· agamst my agent had witnessed an intimate · sne said: "I mean, look at the very 
husband." encounter between the president people who are involved in this . 

. and Miss Lewinsky. . They have popped up in other set-
- see HILLARY, page A8 

T1 i[T "t\-RY 
From page Al 

: "The press is aware they've got tings!' · 
to be more.careful:' a senior of• The first lady's comments 
ficial said. "Flopefully, the hysteria helped prompt Senate debate .over 

1 of the moment will settle down a Mr. Starr's role yesterday between 
little bit." Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, Vermont 

But referring to the small army Democrat, and Sen. Arlen Specter, 
Mr. Starr released a highly un~ carrying cameras and micro- Pennsylvania Republican, who 

usual statement later in the day di· phones now encamped on the · said he had spoken to the indepen­
rectly rejecting the first lady's ac- White House lawn, the official ac- dent counsel. 
cusations. knowledged that news interest in conservative groups and Re-

"The first lady today accused the 5'?8ndal is unlikely to fade away publican lawmakers, pres!J.Dlably 
this office of being part of 'a vast any time soon. seeing an attack by Mrs. Clinton as 
right-wing conspiracy:" the state- Internal White House polls• a badge of honor, rushed out faxes 
ment said. "That is nonsense. show that the ~c:m~al has take~ a decrying her statement. 

"Our current investigation be- toll on the public s vie.w of Mr. Clm- John whitehead president of 
gan when we received credible ton personally but that most Amer- ' 
evidence of serio1;1s~ fede~al icans still approve of Iris job per-
crimes:• Mr. Starr said. 'IOur m- fonnance. 
vestigation is being carri'tti out by Mrs. Clinton's defeit,se of her 
highly experienced federal pros- husband, in an interview with host 
ecutors, FBI agents and other law ' Matt Lauer that had been sched­
enforcement professionals, with uled as a preface to Mr. Clinton's 
major decisions made through a State of the Union address, was 
deliberative process. We are work- more political than personal. 
ing to complete the inquiry as The first lady did not provide 
quickly and throug1,Jy as ~ble!' any new details about Mr. Clinton's 

Mrs. Clinton's comments, man relationship with Miss Lewinsky 
interview on NBC's "Today'' pro- but said he had explained it to her. 
gram yesterday morning, were by "We know everything there is to 
far the sharpest counterattack on know about each other and we 

. the president's · accusers in the understand and accept and love 
week since allegations surfaced each other," she said. 
that Mr. Clinton had an affair with In sketching out her view of the 
former White House intern Mon- anti-Clinton conspiracy, the first 
ica Lewinsky and urged her to · lady named several people, includ­
deny it under oath. ing the Rev. Jerry Falwell. She 

cited a videotape the evangelist 
produced accusing the president 
of murder in the case of Deputy 
White House Counsel Vincent W. 
Foster - whose death was deemed 



r 

~lintonS Appear to Find Solace 
:4~4 Support at Church Service 
" .. •" ..... . 

The child, named Jared, stayed put 
· .: ;• By HA11J!IR. Harri• ti"l h's aunt sho--" up ··;·-;: ... ~-. WooMaalN'l'.ts..t!Wril,r . un I w= . 
-,;.r,.;'ilji..--_,.;;.-.... ----- "What be did wu inspirational to 

I
• red by alleptioo, atiout hi• the coQiTellDoo," said Lyatra Khan 

al:lte; President Clin&on yes- of Silver Spriq. 
fe.fi,,~Hol,\ae for.the The Rev. J. Philip Wo1amao'1 ser-
e ~i#ft tci" attend morninf mon wu titled 'Takioi the Bible 

. 6ei .:Jb~ ·blo_cb away at Seriously," but the church'• aenior 
!'d~ United M~odiat Church. miniater couldn't resist compariq 
o:r.i :pntQn_ and first lady Hillary the events of the past week to 'The 
1 ham Clinton were seekinr 10lace Caine Mutiny" . . . "with people nm-

"i""' ·m circl- -•min.,. and from the unrelenting barra,e of ape- .._ .... - ---
cial couoaela, apin doctors and televi- aboutm,.• 
jlon ta1kiof bead,, they appeaffll to "If I could apeak to em-yone in the 
!no lfastheywereaweptintoa'Wlr'ID United States today, I would turn to I 
tide of smiles and b•un from some of Corinthians Chapter 13." said Wop--.'." man u be read the entire chapter 
t)i~·cfiurcb'w youngest members. 
1 !"What' · Ml Presld t? G' thJt deals with love and forfiveoess. 

. 1 up, • ·• . e~ we •If I speak in the toDfUe• of men 
~-~b five, . ~ D~. l2, and of 1111ela. but have o. ot loYe. I am 
~n. a&1d with • ~- She only a resouodinf ll>lli or a clanfinl 

11: -~e res~ ~e. ~residen_t 100 cymbal,• Wopmao read. "Love is 
~~~t . T wilt ~d by my president . patient. \ove is kind. It does not envy, 
/QJ. O~ys to come, she ad_ded. . it does not boast, it is not proud. It is 
~..,M1~bael J<h&n: 12. ~fSilver.~,. not rude, it is not selkeelcinf, it is 
~ed up to Clinton and 11a1d, Mr. not euily an,ered, it keeps no re­
h~Ji.dent. I think you are doinf a · cord of wrongs. . . . Love does not 
1oodjob. • delight in evil but rejoices with the 

Approached u he sat in a pew by a truth.• 
small, cryini child, Clinton looked . More than 700 people attended 
around sayinf -where's hi• mom?" yesterday's service, which wu pi~­
~ld the 6-~fr-o.~,.1:09'6':'l~•'-' e~ b~ antiabortioo.d~onstrators 
wjijJ_me until you find )'01.\f.mo~t•·: .. yelliq msulta and boldiJ!.g up ,raph-- - - -

ic posters outside the church in the 
1500 block of 16th Street NW. 

·1 am glad the president has a 
place where he can worship in 
peace," said church member Henry 
Pi)frim of Mitchellville. 9He always 
comes to the service rifbt before the 
choir marches io, but be wu here 
early today .• 

FoDo~ the sermon. the church 
choir IIDf a sour with words •my 
God is a rock in a weary land, a 
shelter in the time of storm.• Clinton. 
wtioae ~ looked worn, smiled and 
nodded his head. 

"My hope wu that the spiritual 
'My God Is a Rock' provided solace 
and comfort to the Clintons after 
what wu undoubtedly a difficult 
week for both of them,• said church 
member Beth Norcross of Artinrton. 

Wogamao said after the service 
that the Clinton, are just •part of the 
con,reiatioo• and people would be 
better off if they embrace the lesson 
of I Corinthians 13, which is "not to 
look for all the flaws• io the life of 
another. 

"People need beaJinr," .Wofauwl 
said, referrinf to Clinton. 'This is 
man and a family of ~at love and . . . . 
canor. - --- - ---

Spacesujt _Delays· Astronaut's Move to ~ -· 
Cus_tom Fit Is Too Tight,_ f e~pa_r.dizing Thomas~ Tour of Duty 

ANodaUd Preti. sleep aboard Endeavour tooifbt And Wolf wu instruct-

HOUSTON, Jan. 2S-Sbuttle astronaut Andrew ed to sleep 00 Mir. · 
Thomu's loag-awai~ move into the.Mir space station NASA held out hope that perhaps one of the suits 
was delayed today by •l least one dq, and' possibly for :::!!t~justed or that parts from the two could be 

i~, of an ill-fi~ 5~ . The problem with olfa suit is that the sleeves are 6 
His custom: . de Russian suit, 10tended for use oa inches too loag1or Thomu. Thomu is S-foot-8 and 

the SoY\!-Z, ~trs t. was 10 dfht_he coul~ not wei,hel60i)Ouods;Wolfia5-10audweifhsl85pounds. 
squ~eze 10to it ~d ~e spare, the swt belollflDI to 1bOJl1al said be believes hls spine stretched and he 
OaVI~ ":_ol!, a M~ resident lo~ four months, wa~e taller in space, 1 common occurrence io 
too bl&', Its basically uousable,~mas reported. · tle$Sness It also could be that bis suit was not 

The p~obl~m. threatened to an~ Thomas's 4 sized correctly before the flirlit. be said. 
month Mil' miSS1on. Wolf• Soyuz seat liner which bad been transferred to 

Without a spacesuit to WW' !n the ~~ _Soyuz the ahuttle following ~deavour'1 armal, was moved 
spacecraft. Thomas cannot move from ~~odea• back into the station and reinstalled in the Soyuz. Each 
vour into the adjoioin1 Mir. Effo thOl{ih be 1s not seat liner is molded to fit a particular spacesuit. Ground 
sup~sed to . rid~ in the Soyuz d\lrin, his 4~mootb controDen ~ed that If Thomas wound up uliag 
m1ss100, that ,s his ooly way back.t6 Earth in the event ol°' Wolfs suit. then the appropriate aeat liner would be in 
an emergency follo,riag Endeavour's departure. ~ - · 

After houB of fid~ the two suits. Thomas · It~ the first time ao AmeriClll has encountered eucb 
asked Mission Contr Should he spend the oifbt on a prob~ in the two~ shuitlea !me been dropplnf 
Endeavour or Mir? olf ~ the same question. off astro~ta at Mir. · 

Mission C-0 in turn, aaked Thomu'wbether be Once Thops is formally dedarecl a Mir cmr 
would feel usiof Wolft overaile suit in ao emerreo, member-if bl is-the 46-year-old AuatraJian.born en-
cy. He · he could ,et by and would feel comfortable fioeer will be the leffllth and final NASA astronaut to 
about the situation, at leutJor.ooe night Mir command• live oo the Russian space atatioo. 
er Anatoly Solovyov favored movinf Thomas into Mir. "You think you're 1)17Cholofically prepared, but . 

After couferring with their coanterparts in Moscow, things often turn around and surpriae you," Thomu 
however, NASA flight controllers opted to have Thomas said amid aD the trouble. "I think it's 1oinf to be tou,h. • 

tm}dUasJJingtonJ)o.st 
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sized American flag behind him, be• 
fore him the a~~mblage of the ~lite 
of the· three branches of American 
Government and the diplomatic 
corps. 

But the hum of the evening was not 
of greatness, but of the proximity of 
tragedy to triumph, a reminder that 
such offices are occupied by mere 
men who can be stripped of their 
m1Je1ty ovorntaht by th~lr own hu• 
man fratlty. 

In yet another sign that history 
looks upon humanity with a gimlet 
eye, Mr. Clinton delivered his State 
of the Union address on the same day 
that his personal secretary, Betty 
Currie, was called before a Federal 
grand jury investigating charges of 
perjury and _obstruction of justice 
involving the President. . 

Also today, Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton, who has taken charge of her 
husband's defense against the accu­
sations of adultery and perjury, said 
on national television that she and 
her husband were the targets of a 
"vast right-wing conspiracy." 

Mr_s. Clinton, who gazed down o~ . 

Th_e delivery of a . 
political manifesto 
for the midterm 
election. 

her husband from ·the House balcony 
with assent and apparent admiration. 
as be spoke, has been Mr. Clinton's 
most stalwart defender in the most 
personally punishing week the· Presi­
dent has endured. 

In 0Rlo, thrc~ con!lcrvntivf'_ mr.m­
bers ot the Norwegian Parliament 
nominated Mr. Clinton for the Nobel 
Peace Prize, citing his foreign policy 
accomplishments. 

In a day filled with such incongru• 
ities, all those in the chamber and the 
tens of millions of Americans watch­
ing on television were looking for a 
glimmer of guilt, listening for a whis­
per of weakness. But what they 
heard was a forceful statement of 
policy and philosophy from a pol_iti­
cian who always seems to function 
best when the stakes are highest. 

The speech was well-received, in­
terrupted at least 90 times by ap­
plause, frequently only by Demo­
crats. That was the highest number 
of applause interruptions ~n Mr. Clin­
ton's State of the Union address in 
the past four. In 1995, there were 96. 

Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi, 
the majority leader, delivered the 
Republican response to Mr. Clinton's 
ttt!tJrotlti. llt, lll'8Udtl lllttl the, 1-'rc:tll­

dent offered a vision of more Gov~rn­
ment, while the Republicans prom­
ised smaller Government and lower 
taxes. 

And he said that the Republican­
led Congress intended to hold Gov­
ernment accountable: ".From the 
classrooms to the courts. From the 
clerks to the President's cabinet. 
From the post office to the Presiden­
cy." 

Mr. Clinton sailed forward into the 
stiff wind of adversity, taking politi­
cal comfort from what he called the 
healthiest domestic economy in a 
generation and the first balanced 
budget in 30 years. . 

"Turning a sea of red ink into 
black is no miracle,'' Mr. Clinton 
said. "It is the product of hard work 

· by the Amencan people and of two 
visionary actions in Congress - the 
courageous vote in 1993 that led to a 
cut in the deficit of 90 percent and the 
truly historic bipartisan balanced 
budget agreement passed by this 
Congress. 
· "Here's the really good news: if 
we maintain our resolve, we will 
produce balanced budgets as far as 
the eye can see." 
· He promised more spending for 
food safety and biomedical research, 
renewed his CAIi for n WAr on ~mok-
111g IJy lt:c:11-11g~r:.., ilU Vlll.:llh !ll illl In­

crease in the minimum wage and 
proposed new programs to help 
workers displaced by foreign compe­
tition. 

On foreign policy, he urged Con­
gress to support his call for shoring 
up the International Monetary Fund 
so that it could deal with the econom­
ic crisis sweeping Asia He said that 
the fate of the economies of Thailand, 
Indonesia and South Korea have a 
direct impact on American jobs and 
prosperity. 

"Preparing for a f ar-0ff storm that 
may reach our shores is far wiser 

~bt Nt\tr Uork munt1l 
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than ignoring the thunder until the 
clouds are just overhead,'' he said. 

to Iraq, he issued a threat of mili­
tary action if Baghdad did not quick­
ly come into compliance with the 
United Nations weapons inspection 

. program. 
" 1 know 1 ,:a,e~k fnr ('Vl"lry 1111" i11 

lhis chamber, Republicans a11d Dc111 -
ocrats, when I say to Saddam Hus­
sein: You cannot defy the will of the 
world. And when I say to him : you 
have used weapons of mass destruc­
tion before and we are determined to 
deny you the capacity to use them 
again." 

He threatened military action 
against Iraq and chided his own par­
ty for denying him authority to nego­
tiate free-trade deals. 

Many of the specific proposals in 
the speech had been foreshadowed 
over the past several weeks. The 
President's desire tonight was to de­
scribe the philosophical threads that 
weave the programs into a coherent 
vision of governance. 

"We are moving steadily toward 
an even stronger America in the 21st 
century," Mr. Clinton said. "An_~ . 
omy that. offers opportunity. A soci­
ety rooted in responsibility. And a 
nat-ion that lives as a community." 

Mr. Clinton, who only a day earlier 
angrily pronounced the humiliating 
words, "I never had sexual relations 
with that woman," tonight spoke of 
using his office to strengthen the 
American family. 

He repeated his proposal for a 
$I.SO-a-package tax on cigarettes to 
cliscournge smoking hy voung peo­
ple. llt• proposed scholarship:; a111I 
background checks for child care 
workers. He asked Congress to in­
crease the tax deduction for day care 
for middle-income f amities. 

He called for the hiring of 100,000 
new teachers, to reduce the size of 
classes in grades 1 to 3 to 18 students 
nationwide, but did · not specify the 
means to pay for th~ costly plan. He 
renewed his proposal for expanding 
Medicare to cover Americans as 
young as 55 who had lost their health 
insurance because of corporate lay­
offs, which officials said would be 
financed by reductions in " fraud and 
abuse" in the Medicare program. 



~~~ 
WARMLY 

He Proposes Billions in 
Spending for V~riety 

" What should we do with this prO:­
jected surplus?" Mr. Clinton asked 
rhetorically. "I have a simple four­
word answer: Save Social Security 
first." The chamher erupted In np­
plnu~c. 

"Tonight I propose that we re­
serve 100 percent of the surplus ~ 
that's every pen·ny of any surplus -
unlll we have taken all the necessary 
measures to strengthen the Social 
Security system for the 21st centu-
ry," Mr. Clinton said. . 

Two years after he declared the 
end of the era of big Government, 
Mr. Clinton painted a sweeping land-

I WASHINGTON, Jan. 27 - Facing r I\ the gravest personal and political 
v, .J. l peril in a crisis-prone career, Presi­

Continued on Page Al 7 

Continued From Page Al 

dent Clinton emerged from the dark-r JI'\ · . ness shrouding his Presidency for scape of Federal activism, from sub-
V, .J. more than an hour tonight to pro- sidles for care of babies to expansion · 

claim the state of the union sound of the health-care program for the r JI'\ and to propose a plan to rescue So- elderly. 
~ .J. ~ cial Security. He presented a Democratic plan to 
~ "r "\ '-J Swathed in bright television lights distribute the spoils of a strong econ-
,-I\ ""1,,,1 and enveloped in the grandeur of the . omy to schoolteachers, working par-
~ .,J,. t-..., House chamber, the President was ents, laid-off workers and Medicare 
~ o ~ met by a thunderous ovation from · recipients, a distinct contrast to Re-
~ c..___ ~ both sides of the aisle as he arrived publican desires to cut taxes, bolster 
f""v,ij r I'\ ~ at 9: 09 P .M. to deliver his annual military-spending and devote billions 
~ V, .,J,. State of the Union address. On a of dollars to traditional public works 
r." "\ ~ rainy night in a scandal-fevered cap- projects. 
'--' ~ ital, the political world suspended its "We have moved past the sterile 

· speculation on Mr. Clinton's personal debate between those who say Gov-

0 
· and legal future and focused, if dis· · ernment is the enemy and those who 

71'\ tractedly, on his political program. say Government is the answer,'' Mr. 
VIT .,,I,. Mr. Clinton decided several days Clinton said in a succinct statement 

C,___ ~ E-t ago to make no reference in his of his animating philosophy. "My 
~ r I'\ speech to the accusattons against fellow Americans, we have found a 
~ ~ .J. him and he did not He hewed more third way. We have the smallest Gov-
~ ~ .-,4 closely than usual to his prepared ernment in 35 years, but a more ti-.J _ ~ text, which was released late in the . progressive one. We have a smaller 

Q
. ~ afternoon - hours earlier than ~or Government;but a stronger nation." 

any previous State of the Uruon But the unanswered question that 
speech. . hung over the Capitol was whether 

9' ~ The President delivered what Mr. Clinton would remain in office or 
amounted to a political manifesto for . have the political clout to carry out. 
the midterm election, proposing bit~ his ambitious plan to use Govern-

0 
lions of dollars in new spending on ment as a lever to carry the nation 
social programs t~at ~ave proved into the next century. r I'\ popular with the pubhc, paid for And even if he manages to survive 

':::!!' .J. through closing unspecified tax loop- the current crisis over his reported 

S ~ 
holes and billions of dollars in tobac- sexual misconduct with a former 
co taxes that may never be enacted. White House intern, it remains un­

As the so•aring ecQJlomy generates certain whether he will command 
~ ~ surplus revenue beyond what ls the political and moral authority to 
~ ~ needed to balance the budget and govern. 
L...._ ~ ~ pay for the President's spending pri- The only sign of the strain Mr. -
~ orities, Mr. Clinton hopes to use the Clinton is under were the deep bags 
"r' ~ excess money to begin to address the beneath his eyes. 
'--' largest fiscal problem _confrontlqg Once the decision was made to 

the nation - the future of Social · avoid mentioning the scandal, aides 
Security. said that they combed the wording 

In the centerpiece of his speech, for any word or phrase tha~ could be 
Mr. Clinton said that the surpluses interpreted as an oblique reference 
bequeathed by six years of robust to the accusations. 
economic growth should be set aside Few other politicians of his gener­
until a solution is found to the loom• ation - or any other - could have 
ing insolvency of Social Security, the · pulled off a performance like that of 
politically sacred core of the Govern- Mr. Clinton tonight For 74 minutes, 
ment's contract with the American the President bestrode the national 
people. His message to both Demo- stage epveloped in the trappings of 
crats and Republicans salivating to great office - the Speaker's throne 
spend the bounty on ·.new programs and the vibrant colors of the over­
or tax cuts was the same: Wait. 

~ht Nt\tJ ff ork l~t~ 
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, .... - who tried to sell a fictionalized account 
of an alleged romantic relationship 
with Clinton, as well as the Arkansas 
troopers who wanted to write a bpok 
about · their womanizing charges 
against Clinton. 
■ Paula Jones and her attorneys, 
whose case is being financed by the 
conservative Rutherford Institute, are 
locked in a bitter battle with Clinton. 
By asking him at bis deposition this 
month whether he had had sex with 
Lewinsky (as well as other women), 

· the attorneys elicited the denial that is 
now a key issue in Starr's probe. Jones 
first unveiled her charges in 1994 at a 
conservative political conference. 
■ Starr is seen by the White House as a 
parti~ Republican who latched on to 
the sexual allegations after his three­
year, $3~million Whitewater investiga­
tion failed to produce charges against 
the Clintons. Before he became inde­
pendent counsel in 1994, Starr was 
hired by a conservative women's group 
to write a legal brief opposing Clinton's 
claim of immunity in the Jones case. 

In her interview on the "Toclay" 
show, the first lady named Starr and 
the two Republican senators from 
North Carolina, Jesse Helms and 
Lauch Faircloth. In 1994, shortly be­
fore a federal three-judge panel ap­
pointed Starr, one of the judges had 
lunch with Helms and Faircloth. Fair­
cloth had been pushing for removal of 
the previous special counsel. 

Hillary Clinton also named Falwell, 
who has promoted $40 videotapes on 
television that charge the president 
was once "hooked on cocaine" and link 
him to the mysterious "deaths of several 
Arkansans. The video says, without 
proo( that the first lady had a sexual 
relationship with Foster. 

One of the earliest and harshest 
Clinton critics was Tyrrell's American 
Spectator, .which in 1993 reported that 
some Arkansas troopers had arranged 

liaisons with women. '[yrrell has also 
written a column titl~ct "Is Clinton on 
Coke?" . 

The Spectator has received more 
than $2 million since 1990 from foun­
dations controlled by conservative fi. 
nancier Richard Mellon Scaife. But he 
recently cut off the Spectator for pul>­
lishing an article criticizing those who 
do not accept the finding of two prose­
cutors that Foster committed suicide. 

Scaife owns the Pittsburgh Tribune­
Review, which has published numer­
ous articles questioning Foster's death 
and the death of Commerce Secretary 
Ronald H. Brown. Scaife also helps 
fund such conservative groups as Ac­
curacy in Media, the Heritage Founda­
tion, GOPAC and the Western Journal­
ism Center, which markets a videotape 
called "Unanswered-The Death of 
Vmcent Foster." 

Another prominent Clinton critic is 
Ambrose Evans-Pritchard of London's 
Sunday Telegraph, whose charges 
have been picked up by such conser­
vative media outlets as thr Wm1hinP.1011 
'tilllt'li, New York Post nnd Wall Stret't 
Journal editorial page. Evans-Pritchard 
has written of alleged affairs involving 
the president and has said that White­
water "will lead to criminal indicbnents 
and bring down the whole administra­
tion." 

In h!s new book, "The Secret Life of 
Bill C nton," Evans-Pritchard writes 
about Jerry Parks, who did security 
work for the 1992 Clinton campaign 
before he was slain. Evans-Pritchard 

. says Parks's son is "accusing the presi­
dent of the United States of using a 
death squad to eliminate enemies," 
and concludes that Parks's death is 
"somehow intertwined with the death 
ofVm~nt Foster." 

Staff writer Rene Sanchez 
contributed to this report. 



Clintons Long Under Siege: 
By ~onservative Detractors 

!!~:=~! Al 
When Hillary Rodham Clinton 

charred yesterday that there is a 
"vast right-wing conspiracy" working 
arainst her husband, she had np 
shortage of enemies in mind. 

From the American Spectator to 
the British tabloids, from Vmce Fos­
terconspiracy theotjsts to television 
evangelist Jerry Fal- I NEWS I 
well, the Clintons have AIWYSIS . 
been under siege by 1.--__ _, 

their conservative critics and a pha­
lanx of ideological allies in the press. 

The virulence of their animosity 
toward the Clintons is suggested by : 
radio host G. Gordon Liddy's disclo- · 
sure that he used pictures of the 
president and first lady for target 
practice. The conservative Spectator 
has depicted Hillary Clinton as a ' 
broomstick-riding witch. Other crit­
ics have denounced the first couple as 
immor:il and <'orrupt and prcdk:tcd 
lheir eventual indictment 

At times, the charges have grown 
so wild that mainstr~-~~serva: 

- tive~ b~ve tried to distance thetb• 
selves from the most extreme acCll~ 
ers. Some of the allegations, such as 
the Foster-was-murdered scenai;io 
and the supposed presidential 
scheme to sell Arlington National 
Cemetery grave sites to donors, have 
been widely discredited. ·. ' 

But the high dedbel level of these 
Clinton detractors does not necessari­
ly mean they're working in tandem as 
part of an orchestrated •conspiracy:~ 
Nor does it provide an explanation for 
every charge against the White 
House, from Whitewater to campaip 
fund-raising abuses, that has been 
investigated by prosecutors and t!'e 
press. , 

The case involving Monica Lewin­
sky includes several people who ~ 
considered hostile to President Clin­
ton. It brinis together the loni-r\U!" 
ning Whitewater investigation· of fa. 
dependent counsel Kenneth W. Starr, 
who was called •politically motivated" 
by Hillary Clinton on NBC's 'T~; 
and the bitter "'sexual harassment suit -,,. 
by Paula Jones. ·., 

See CRl11CS,A20, Col.1 : .: 

CRIJ1CS, From Al 

But the Lewinsky matter also dif. 
fers from many ol the past episodes in 
iuwortant respects. ·me m•ws that 
Starr is investigating allegations that 
Clinton had a sexual relationship with 
the former White Rouse intern and 
lied under oath about it was broken 
by mainstream news organizations­
The Washington Post. ABC, Los An­
geles Tunes and Newsweek-not by 
the conservative press. 

"Blaming a conspiracy seems to be 
in American politics the last refuge of 
the intellectually lazy or timorous," 
said R Emmett Tyrrell, editor of the 
conservative American Spectator and 
author of '1'he Impeachment of Wil­
liam Jefferson Clinton." "Instead of 
calling me names, let Bill Clinton and 
the first lady go out and disprove what 
I've said and what the [Arkansas I 
troopers have said." 

The White House drew somt" ridi­
cult' !bl ycur !or co111plll11g Ii J:12-puge 
report about an alleged "conspiracy 
commerce" of news stories making 
their way from ideological or fringe 
publications to taDc radio to the main­
stream media. Indeed, there are nu­
merous examples of such a pattern, 
although the White House backed off 
from calling~ a *conspiracy." 

William KristoL editor of the con­
servatiwe Weekly Standard, bas criti­
cized what be cal1s an ideological 
•attack machine" against Clinton. But 
be says it was not a factor in the 
Lewinsky case. KristoL a former Bush 
White House staff member, and Inter­
net gossip columnist Matt Drudge, a 
self.desm1>ed conservative, were the 
"first to publicly mention the allega­
tions. But several major news organi­
zations were pursuing the story before 
Drudge and Kristol went public. 

Still, the role of four key players in 
the Lewinsky case has fueled the ad-

m~etllasJ)ing~ttJosf 
\\'t· l>\F~l1 \). J \ \C \HY 28, 1998 ·,. 

· ministration's view that partisans and 
opponents are helping to orchestrate 
the allegations: 
■ I jnrla Tripp, thr PC'nl:tROn :iid1· who 
sccrl'lly taped conversations in which 
Lewinsky alleged an affair with Clin­
ton, grew angry working in the Clinton 
White House. She was also said to be 
furious with Robert S. Bennett. the 
president's lawyer, for saying she was 
·not to be believed" after Tripp told 
Newsweek that another former White 
House aide, Kathleen Willey, appeared 
to have had a sexual encounter with 
Clinton. 

Tripp, who began work in the Bush 
White House, had considered writing a 
book about Foster, the White House 
lawyer who committed suicide in 1993, 
and she tried to sell it to the conserva­
tive Regnery publishing house. Tripp 
is also a friend of Gary Aldrich, the 
former FBI agent whose book "Unlim­
ited Al:cess" (published by Regnery) 
accused Clinton of 11nrakin,z 0111 for 
late-night hold tryslli 1111d rldlcule<.I lht: 
conduct of his aides. Aldrich has said 
that Tripp was "shocked" by the atmos­
phere of the Clinton White House. 

Tripp has hired attorney James 
Moody, who has done work for several 
conservative groups, including the 
Landmark Legal Foundation. which 
has been a harsh critic of Clinton. 

Moody said yesterday: •1 can say 
categorically that I have no connection 
at all to the Paula Jones case and am in 
no way part of a 'right-wing conspira­
cy.' These are just McCarthyist tactics. 
This is just like the old blacklist days 
when they wanted to know the name of 
your friends: 
■ Lucianne Goldberg, Tripp's book 
agent and the "WOman who suggested 
that Tripp tape Lewinsky, said she is 
*glad" that Clinton got *caught" and 
that she would consider herself a "h~ 
ro~ ifhe is forced from office. 

Goldberg has represe.nted a woman 



A week arlier. as the latc::st 31lega11011s of the presicknt's nusd~s 
hroke into the open. Hillary Clinton simply declared th<!tll 
··absolutely" folse Then Monday she made two puhlic ap~:irnnec:s in 
Nc=w Yori.: 
without retemng to the subJect on everyone·._ mind 
Tuesday, by contrast. she calmly obsc:rved. '' this i:- a bnttle." And 

then she lobbed a verb:il Molotov cocl..1ail into the camp oflk!r 
husband's most immediate 3dversary. mdc:pendent COW!Sc:I Kameth 
Starr. 

'. We get a politically mouvated prosecutor who is allied " ith the 
right_-wing opponents of my husband who has literally ~t tour years 
looking at every telepho~ call ... we've made. evc:rv chc:ck \I e've e,·er 
wri~ scratching for dirt intimidating witnesses. doing evel)-'thing 
possible to try to make some accusation again:-1 mv husband." :-he 
~~ . 

Her words were incendiary But her demeanor lounging in an 
armchair looking reflective and sounding calm as sho:: fielded an 
interviewer's questions was anything but She: smiled. She nodd¢J 
encouragingly. She was taking tho:: long v1e\\'. she insisted. 
. A day after Pr~ident Clinton thwnped the podiwn and jabbed tho:: 

air as ho:: an~ly d~ied the: chargc:s, h1:- \\ 1fo b<:tra,ed no hun. no 
anger and hule urgen~ to dc:ftL--c: the crisi:- that has rocked her 
husband's prc:s1de11c~ . 

· · 1 have learned over the last many vears. bc:ing mvolved in pohttcs. 
nnd especially smce m~ husb:md tirst started nmmng for pn.-:-1dent. 
that the best thing to do m thc:Sc! case., 1s ,1ust 1,1 b,: potient. 1:11..e a da.•p 
hreath. and the tmth will come out." suid (.'linhm. 

The: president. she nddeJ placidly. ,me:- her no :iptilogie:-
.. You kno"·· we've b«t1 mamed for 2:! \t:;1rs . and I ha,e lc:.inl<!d a 

long time agll that the cinl~ peopl~ who \X~mt m an~ mnrrio!!c :ire the: 
two that :ire in it We know .. en::1:1hin1t there ,._ to knnw about cnch 
otlier and we understand and accept and low c:ach other.· 

In the White House. ,.,,here: b<:leoguc:n:d nid~ have \\ith:.'touJ 
witherintt fin: and had mtuallv no ammunitil,n 10 retum Hill:in 
Clinton's appearance was. quite simply. the: ..:a\'alr:- . ' 

On Monday, said Paul Ekgola. mnn~ Whit.: Hou~ statl~ \\ere 
walking wounded. But HillOJ) Clinton',; C4.ln1idc:nt deti:n..'<!. he :rJdc:d. 
"orl:aJ magic rallymg the: troops 

.. She walks m looking hkc: n nu Ilion bucl;:-." he: sn1d ... An<l tll ::how 
that much grace under p~,1re is c:xtraordin;m " 

Segala, who worked \\ith the Clinton:: throughout the: fin.t 
campaign. has also S4!en 1t before Wl~n (.'liuton's 1992 campmin \\'a.~ 
nearly sunk by charges of on adulterous atlair ,.,,ith Gennifer Fh.)11,ers. 
Hillary. Clinton's memorable tele, ision app~•rance colm. contiJ~lt 
und warm had the srune c:ft~t on his troop::. 

But the: tension was still ev1dcmt lxt\\ eei1 the: lawyc:r and the: mti:. At 
one: lllO!Thmt, she let v1e\1,-c:rs into the tirst couple':,; lxdroom on the 
momintt the story broke. saying the pre1-iden1 woke: her and said. 
·· You're not going to b<:lieve this" Nowhc:re in the lene.th, i111cn·1e\\ 
did HiJJary Clinton volunt~ that she: hehc:wJ I~ husba,;d m11~1t 
of the allegations :igam.-tt h1m. 

Her wit and composure: m mounting post dcli::ii~:- of the: 
administration have dra\\ll reluctant pra1:sc: from cnt1cs no le:-:,; :mien! 
than Sen. AlfonSc: D'Amato. R-N. Y .. :ind Rep. Dick Anne!\. li-T exa..;. 
But !)tarr was having none of it. · 
_He d~smissed the first lady's commems as· ·uonsc:nsc." Using the: 

kind of bland. la"'-y~rly language Hillai:· Clinton nbandoned Tuesdav. 
Starr cbaractenzed his investigative team as llUn.'"tlme. the: ca:;..- · 
· · lhroug:h a deliberative pr~." -

Senate Majority L:ad~ Trent Lnn added:· I dlln't wan! to ~el mto 
:111 argum~.t ~vith the wife of tht: pre.--idenl. Hut that kind of allc:E?nri(1n 
1s really wuair, though. and it's a continuation of a pattem \\e\·e ~ 
over the years anytime something like: this come.~ up Who'~ she 
talking about?'' 

In neutral quarters, Hillary Clinton':: perfonnan~ drew ra, c 
reviews. 

··She is Prcsid~11 Clinton's most powerful weapon," said Stephen 
Hess. n polillcal analyst at the Brookings 1.nstituuon 111 Wnshme.ton. 
··People arc: terribl~· interested in what she: mu.st think or ti:c:I We k>0k 
for a smile, a srimau::, is she: showing pain? And she isn't She was 
terrific." 
_ Even Monica Lcminsk~·':,; attorney. William Gm::-bt;g. praised the: 
first lady's appearance us dignifiai. oddine.. · · 1 tho1111ht hc:r in~il!htthl 
nnaly!lis \\'as ethical " - - -

Clinton Crisis May Pose Dilemma for Secret~­
(Washn) By David G. Savaee and Ronald J. Ostr 
(c:) 1998, Los Aneeles Times 

WASHINGTON The U.S. Secret Service may be about to get a 
less secret 

For_the first time _in its hi_story, ~~ agents who guard the privacy anc 
~unty o~ the p~es~dent With th~ lives may be calJed upon as key 
witnesses m a cnrmnal case agamst the president . 

Independent Counsel Kenneth W. Starr is said to be checking 
reports that agents may have seen intern Monica Lewinsky with 
President Clinton. Several agents may be ordered to tell what they 
have seen. 

Within the · "family" of agents whose c.odc of honor includes a vow 
of silence, it is not a happy prospect 

· · 1 have a hell of problem with it It's going to make the job 
~dous!y difficult in the_ future," said Hamilton Brown. a 20-year 
Secret Service veteran who 1s the executive secretary of the 
1,400-member Association ofFonner Agents of U.S. Secret Service. 
''The relationship (between the president and bis agents) is based 

on trust and confidence," Brown said ''He bas to know he can talk in 
their presence and have total trust the agents will not pass oo 
nnything." 

ln an age of tell-all books and public confessionals. the secrets of 
Secret Service agents are rarely, if ever beard. 

··It's remarkable and I think laudable that generations of Secret 
Service agents have kept their mouths shut about what they've 
l,b~~ ." sai~ Peter K. Nunez, a San Diego lawyer who supervised 
the: Sc!rVlce dunng the Reagan and Bush administrations . 

Many former agents were angered to learn recently that three of their 
collc:agues haq told tales of John F. Kennedy sexual escapades for 
Seymour Hersh's book.,· "The Dark Side of Camelot." The ex-agents 
dc:fended themselves by noting that Kennedy was long dead, and that 
!us wife, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. also bad passed away. 

But that e.'(J)lanation did not sit well with most agents. 
In Decc!mber, Secret Service Director Lewis Merletti sent a letter to 

the more than 3,000 agents saying the revelations were 
· · countc:rp~uct1vc to the mission" of the service. The agent's duty of 
confidenuahty does not end when the president dies, he said, but is .-· a 
confidence that should continue forever." 

The code of silence goes far beyond good feelings between the 
president and his agents. It has practical, everyday significance for 
security, they say. 

· ·Suppose you are on the road with a candidate. The most secure 
place may be the car," ooe fonner official explained. To maintain 
security, "you would always have an agent in the car. But if the 
candidate can't trust that a conversation will be held in confidence he 
is likely to tell the agent to get out and step away. Those kind of • 
:-ituations happen all the time." be said 

However. wbai faced with a criminal inquiry, the ruJes may have to 
change, agents concede. 
· · rn a cnminal investigation or possibly even a civil lawsuit. if you're 

subpoenac:d. it's valid." said Nunez, ··You're under court order to 
ap~ and testify." 

Under the law. there is no privilege or rule that would automatically 
allow agents to refuse to testify against a president 

The issue has not arisen before for two reasons. Rarely are 
presidents drawn into criminal inquiries. And until the advent of the 
independent counsel, a president as the nation's chief law enforoemeot 
officer bad the ultimate power to block a subpoena involving 
pc:rsoMel in the White ~use. 

Starr has shown himself ready and willing to move aggressively to 
seek information from inside the White House. Some agents.say they 
would 001 be bothered about a subpoena targeted at a single ageot 

:· Ifhe has a specific name agent John Doe saw something then I 
think that would be legitimate,• said Brown. " But ifit is 
a scatter-gun approach where you subpoena everyone oo the White . 
House detail. I would be very upset by that• 

ln past inquiries that touched on the White House, Secret Service 
agents and technicians provided testimony to Congress or the courts 

on key points., but they were not asked to disclose what they bad seci 

or heard. 
During the Watergate affair, agents explained the working of 

President N_ixon's taping system. In the end, those recordings brought 
down the president., but agents them.selves did not have to say what 
they had seen or heard 
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It was that kind of evening, 
surreal,. movie-like, bimrre 
By Bill Nichols 
and William M. Welch 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGrON - There may 
have been stranger nigh(S In the na­
tion's capital. It's just that it was bard 
to remember one. . 

Amid the pomp and circumscance 
of Stat~ or the Unioo night, when pres­
idents traditionally have the nation's 
attention to report on the country's 
overall health, Bill Qlnton stood at 
the center of a very different drama. 

Like an elephant in the middle of 
the living room, allegations that Qin­
ton had an affair with a former in­
tern and then told her to deny it un­
der oath were central in the minds of 
all the major players as they gath­
ered in th.e House or Representatives 
chamber for Tuesday night's speech. 

Most everyone went through the 
motions or pretending this was just 
another State of the Union. 

"It's like Kabuki theater, where 
everybody's playing a role," said J» 
litical analyst Charles Cook. "You 
clap, but not too .bard. You show re­
spect. but not too much respect" 

Clinton has had difficult State or 
the Union addresses before. Last 
year. he shared the spotlight with the 
verdict in the O.J. Simpson civil trial. 
In 1995, he stood humiliated under 
the shadow of House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, R-Ga., after- Democrats 
lost both hOuses of Congress in 1994. 

But Clinton had never experi­
enced anything quite like this. House 
Majority Whip Tom Delay, R-Texas, 
the No. 3 House leader, used words 
like "bizarre" and "surreal" to de­
scribe the scene beforehand. 

"We've never had a Slate of the 
Union where the goal was to get 
through the evening and no more," 
said Democratic consultant Brian 
Lunde. "It's like wa~ing a play rath­
er than real life. I~ ·nd of like you 
know it's not real. ff• only a movie." 

One Democrat, Rep. Eliot Engel 
or New York, arrived in the cham­
ber shortly after noon to reserve one 
or the aisle seats likely to be panned 
by TV cameras. Engel said he's 
"proud to stand with the president" 

-At .least one Republican, Sen. 
Larry Craig of Idaho, who heads the 

· Republican Policy Committee and 
thus is a member of the GOP leader­
ship, didn't go to the speech. Craig 
said be would watch from his olllce. 

It was that kind of evening. one 
few in Washington would ever forget 
► Presidents always deliver their 

State of the Union addresses to what 
. appear to be capacity crowds. · 

In a normal year, House o11icials 
round up Sla1fers to jam the aisles. 

But there was no trouble ftlling the 
House this night A capacity crowd of 
1,500 was on hand, counting visitors in 
the gallery, guests on the House loor 
and the lawmakers, cabinet members 
and supreme Court justices. 
► First ladies, on the day of the 

State of the Union, usually attract at­
tention only as they beam with pride 
when introduced during the speech. 

Not this year. Hillary Rodham 

llyT1ffl0ilon.U$ATOOAY 

Ova~ Space shuttle convnander Robert Cabana and frst lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton applaud President Clinton's entrance before his address. 

Clinton began the day with a morn­
ing interview with NBC's Today 
show in which she blamed the accu­
sations against her husband on a 
"vast right-wing conspiracy." 
► On Stat~ of the Union day, White 

House aides barrage reporters with 
poUcy details from the speech and 
delight in the one day of the year 
when substance, not personalities, 
takes center stage. 

Not this year. Aides such as Na­
tional Economic Council director 
Gene Sperling and White House 
budget director Franklin Raines sat . 
down with groups of reporters and 
columnists, most of whom • politely 
asked aboUt Ointon's policy Initia­
tives, not his sex habits. But aides 
knew that by the end of the night, 
what really bined between Oin• 
ton and for r intern Monica 
Lewinsky would main the big story. 

Many staffers will remember 
Tuesday as the day they cringed 
watching footage of Clinton's person­
al secretary Betty Currie, a mentor 
to many young Clinton aides, look 
fragile and bewilde~ed as she left a 
meeting of the Whitewater grand 
jury amid a media crush. 
► On capitol Hill on State of the 

Union day, the president's party nor­
mally boasts about his agenda while 
the opposing party plots insurrection. 

Not this year. As Congress. just re­
turned from its holiday rec5, spent 
the day awaiting Clinton's arrival for 
his 9 p.m. ET address, Republicans 
continued their strategy of largely 
avoiding direCt reference to Cintoo's 
crisis. But Democratic leaders were • 
willing to talk about lt . 

Early ID the day, as the Senate 
convened for the arst time this year, 
Democratic Leader Tom Daschle of 
South DakOla vowed Congress would . 
proceed with Its business despite 
"very diJlcuh dJ'CIJimtanc::es" . 
, "The legal process continues, 
bwed as it may be, and while the 
clrcumslallces may be extraordi­
nary, the w~rk of this government 

must go on," Daschle said. 
House Minority Leader Richard 

Gephardt, D-Mo., said Congress 
would try to proceed with its busi­
ness and ignore "innuendo and balf­
truths." He said he was wi!Ung to 
withhold judgment about Clinton for 
now: "I think be deserves the benellt 
of the doubt. I think we should not be 
jumping to concl\lSions." 
· Republicans wanted to talk about 

their agenda, not Clinton's problems. 
"There are so many good legisla­

tive things that we can accomplisb 
this year," said House Majority Lead­
e1 Dick Armey, R-Texas. "I under­
stand that this episode is going oo 
around 115, but quite frankly I doo't 
think it's bad a big irnpad OD the fo­
cus of our attention." 

There was also a sense, however, 
on this rainy, cbilcy Washington·~ 
ning of the reassurance conveyed l,r 
one of the nation's most ballowell 
democratic institutions going forward 
despite the furor surrounding Ointon. 

Gingrich pointedly called Ointon 
"an honored guest" of Congress. 

l>.lrt of the attraction of the eve­
ning is that it is a uniquely American 
spectacle, borne of the country's con­
stitutiona.l government In other de­
mocracies, a parliamentary system 

· can make for a more fragile leader, 
and a sex scandal could cause coali· 
lions to shift and resulting political 
tunnoil to topple governments. 
· Ointon performed his constitu­

tional duty and WIil$ treated with re­
spect. "It's remarkable, because it 
relects tbe fact that we do have a 
constitutional form · of government 
and we are a nation of laws," said 
Seo. Judd Gregg. R-N.H. 

"The 'J)reSident, DO matter .YfbO he 
Is as an individual, represents an of• 
llce that far exceeds any individual," 
Gregg said "Itjllst-mledS that we as 
a nation will survive anybody - can · 
survive anybody, and have. And wbo 
knows what will happen?" 

Contributing:_ Jessica Lee 
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(l,) By Mike Feinsilber SCENE 
J:j_ I ASSOCIATED PRESS Al 

The Bill Clinton who addressed From page. 
~ the nation last night seemed un- · 'world is watching." 
~ aware of the charges of sexual mis- But the annual State of the 

a conduct and possible obstruction Union address is Mr. Clinton's 
of justice that have swirl~d aro_und forte, even when it is to show that 

"him for the past week. . his presidency has not been over­
C/'J Instead, an assured· and confi- whelmed by the allegations that he 

-+-) dent Mr. Clinton gave a State of the had a sexual relationship with a 
" Union address likely watched by former White House intern. c:= more Americans than any such The stage last night was set to r,.... speech in history. perfection, as it always is on these 

..,. ~ And congressional Democrats, state occasions. 
-~ virtually invisible in media ac- In walks the Cabinet, to take Q · · ------ · -· front-row seats. In comes the dip-

,..,,-.t COll;llts up_ till no~, ~oudly cheered lomatic corps, some ambassadors 
'-' their president, giving him a boost in colorful native garb. In march· 

-+-) of suppprt the moment he en_t~red the black-robed justices of the Su-
~ the Hou~ chamber .. They mter- preme Court. In the balcony sit the 
....-1 rupted his spe~ch with applause first lady and presidential guests. 
(l,) more~ 100 tunes. In advance, loyal congressmen 

,..,,-.t While the length and volume of who wanted to be seen shaking 
• '-' the _appla~e seemed pale by co~- hands with the president tape their· I ·czj panson with years past, an ani- names to-seats on the aisles. From ·· 

,.. '\ mated Mr .. C1:int~n ~ee~ed com- appearances, few shied away from 
~ fortabl~ with his. au_di~qce an.d the embattled president. 
~ they with him. Republicans re- Th St t f th u · · th 
~ · sponded positively to a number of e _a e O e mo~ is e 
..,.. his points but clearly were at odds only affair of state· that brings the 

, · ·th f th ·d , leaders of the three branches of 
,.. '\ wi most o e _pres1 ents pro- government together, to hear a 
~ --~cements durmg the eve~ng. s~oc~-taking· and look to the na-
(l) The tension that mar~ed ~e ti~n s future. 
,..,..( walk-up to the speech,_ evid~nt 10 Political rivals acknowledged 

..--( the tense look on Mr. Clinton s_ face Mr. Clinton's skill at laying out a · O, as he entered the chamber, qwckly political agenda persuasively _ 
C/'J evaporated._ even if the TulePrompler fails, as 

0 Even h1_s . d~tractors we~e it did in a health care speech to 
~~ed at hlS poise at:ter a week 10 Congress in 1993, or even if be · 

S ,~~9b he. ~as :under '?(>nstant. I?e~. waves so enthusiastically that he 
-iJ9!· ,l!:ll~a~o~~!~¢1. · knocks over a glass of water, as he 

,~~llll;,:,WJu,• ;.~~7th:Y.~'}ij .. · did in the State of the Union ad-
~ : :..L10use mteI'l;\ (UIVC en-.en-- dress of 1994.· 
'-'-': courag~d her to lie under oath . . 

about ft·· · . · :· . ~- DeLay ~d he wished. Mr. 
~ · In her front-row seat in the Clinton would look the American 

C\J House gallery, Hillary Rodbam people in the ere" an~ address the 
~ Clinton was warmly saluted by her . ~ allegati~ns s9~ly . . But 

_ ~ husband as •~erie:a's fi~ lady" ~~o~:fue ~~~t~lin~o~ 
H and ch~ered as a herome by forcefully denied allegations in a 
~ women_m_the chaml;>er. brief statement Monday that he 

· ,,...J Before ~e speec_h_ got under ever bad "sexual relations" with 
· ._,C/'J way, ~.-Clintons c~tics w~re ex- formerintemMonicaLewinskyor 

pre.ssmg_wond~r at his dernng-do, had urged anyone to lie about it, 
·(L) 10 the ~dst o! a scand.al, to make they noted · 
~ a j~ngthy appearance before the ~ · 

• ~ · na on and try to change the sul;>- 111;_ With that willful silence on , 0- jie . • . · · -. ~:- .. ,, · . ~pie A, "surreal" was the word of r,.... ~,, "l=don!tt~ft·cowd do itif l the day. The State of the Union was 
..,. ~ was in, the same situation;" mar- on the agenda, bbt the state of Mr. 
(l,) veled ·House •':Republican · Whip Clinton's presidency was on every-

/"""\. . Toni DeLay of. 'Iexas. "The-entire one's mind. He wanted to talk 
~ · - ' · ·about ~.hing-but that, hoping to 

see'scENE, page A12 carry off a business-as-usual, let's­
get-on-with-it speech. 

----m(Je.lll•~tngton l'tnfl 
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• • " I Pholo by~ l..amben./The Wasllinglon T-
T he president is applauded by (from left) Cpl. Robert'Cab'ana, space shuttle commander; first lady Hillary Clinton; 
Dr. Harold Varmus, director of the National Institutes of Health; and Tipper Gore, wife of the vice president. 

budget for fiscal 1999. 
As he delivered a laundry list of 

programs and achievements, he 
scoffed at GOP calls for tax cuts. 
· "We must not go back to unwise 

spending, or untargeted tax cuts 
that risk reopening the deficit," he 
said in demanding that any GOP 
plan to cut- taxes pay for itself in 
reciprocal program cuts. 

He also took a shot at the Sen­
ate's nold on many of his judicial 
nominees. Earlier in the day he 

~..noininate..4)..§. more judges. . 
Mr. Clinton"S--si.xth State of the 

Union address prketrte(! a broad 
program with h&afY Democratic · 
initiatives. 

"It helped position the Demo­
crats skillfully for the elections. It 
positions him with Democrats and 
labor," said Democratic analyst 
Tod Van Dyk. . 

Virtually all the SO new pro­
grams touched on by Mr. Clinton 

have been announced before, in­
cluding his pledge to tum the Dis­
trict into "a great city for all who 
live here." 

The only new elements were his 
call for a yearlong "dialogue" on 
how to fix Social Security and his 
explanation of the "White House 
Millennium Project," which in­
cludes a call to ban human cloning, 
a $1S0 million program to save 
American treasures like the Bill or 
Rights and two Internet initiatives. 

"Let that be our gift to the 21st 
century," he said of the project. 

The highlig~: . 
On educatiov. $12.4 billion over 

seven years toradd 100,000 teach­
ers to public school rooms; $22 bil­
lion in tax credits to pay for inter­
est on school building programs; 
$200 million to create "education 
opportunity zones" in poor areas; 
andl a long-term after-care pro­
gram for young school children. 

..,. 
. -~lfJt JlfM{Jington !"unff 
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On smoking: Mr. Clinton pro­
poses a $1.S0 per pack tax over the 
next 10 years to help curb smol9ng 
by teen-agers.. . 
· On trade: He calls for "fast­

track" trading authority, which 
Congress snuffed out least year, 
and announced a new Africa trade 
initiative. 

On international policy: He an­
nounced plans to send to the Sen­
ate this winter the plan to let Po­
land, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic join NATO; urged Con­
gress to pay U.S. dues at the United 
Nations; called for a· longer trotp 
deployment in Bosnia and called 
for ratification of the Comprehei­
s_ive Nuclear Tost Ban Treaty. 

Other programs included his 
$21 billion cbild·care initiative, de­
mands for political campaign fi­
nance reform, environmental pro­
tection and minor reform of the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

~ . if' 
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-Ignore·s. ·s·can·. - dal, CLINTON cony at first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, who sat with a diverse 

Am 
• group of White House guests who Urges encanS From page Al_ back the JSresident's programs. 

They included John Hope Frank-

.= to, act -r:espons1·b1y Congress not to spend any budget lin, the head of his race· initiative; 
l! l.' surplus on GOP programs or a tax Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles; a child 

cut until Social Security is secured care advocate; and Frankie 
from bankruptcy. Gomez, a 19-year-old paid volun-• t By Paul Bedard Despite his troubles, the pres- teer in AmeriCorps. ~ 

.- THE WASHINGTON TiMes ident was interrupted more than Mrs. Clinton yesterday led the 
President Clinton last night laid 100 times by enthusiastic applause defense of her husband, while the 

out a vague and costly plan to save from both sides of the aisle. In par- White House went out of its way 
Social Security and issued a blunt ticular, Republicans heartily ap- not to get tangled in the affair, even 

= 
warning to Ir.aq in a SO-point State plauded when 'Mr. Clinton said, malting the rare move of canceling 
of the Union ·agenda that aides "We must also demand account- the qormal pre-State of the Union 
called the kickoff of the •~e of ability." • press briefing by the chief of staff 
Clintonism." . I . In his warning to Iraq's presi• and other top aides. A ~ To cheers, Mr._ Clinton said, dent, the pre~iden~ said: "I speak·- ·:· -'1nd t~ay, Mr. Clinton travels to 

~ "These are good tunes for Am.er- for everyone m this chamber, Re--: Champaign-Urbana, ru., and La 
ica,'' but he ignored the simmering publicans and Democ_rats, when I · Crosse, .Wis., to deliver an abbrevi-

. White• House sex scandal when he say to Saddam Hussem: 'You .can• ated version of last night's addres.s. · · 
urged Americans to act responsi- not defy the will of the world. You He is not expected to cross paths 
bly and to be accountable for their have used weapons of mass de- with reporters, who are waiting to r I'\ affairs as they prepare for the next struction before.' And when I say ask him detailed questions· about 

\I 4'. century. . · . to him, 'We are determined to deny the scandal. . 
"With barely 700 days left in the -you the capacity to use them Mr. Clinton never considered 

20th century, this is not a time to again.' " not giving the State of the Union 
rest; it is a time to build, to build Earlier in the day, the president address, aides said. They also said 

· _ . the America within reach,'' Mr. went over his plan on Iraq, which he refused to strip out his ref-
- Clinton said of his spending blue- reportedly could lead to bombing erences to accountability and re-

print that the White House hopes of suspected weapons caches sponsibility. 
Democrats will follow 1n the fall within two weeks.· He also never considered men•. 
congressional elections. Mr. Clinton gave Republicans tioning the Lewinsky scandal, thus 
·· Replying to the president's ad- credit for helping to pass the his- not following the example of Pres• 

= 
dress, Senate Majority Leader toric legislation to balance the idents Reagan and Nixon, who 
'!rent Lott, Mississippi Republi- budget, which is leading to a bud• mentioned their own scandals -
can, countered that the best thing get surplus of $200 billion by 2004, Iran-Contra and Watergate - in 
Washington can do is to "cut the but be added, "What should we do their annual speeches to Congress. 
tax burdens on the American fam• with this projected surplus? I have Economic adviser Gene Sper- . 

•· 

Uy .... After all, it is your money!' 1J simple four-word answer: Save· ling said the scandal did not over-
Greeted with a huge _televised Social Security first'' shadow the State of the Union. 

audience anxious to see ifhe would Mr. Clinton called for a yearlong "I would be surprised if there is 
mention the Monica Lewinsky national "conversation" on re• much that makes people stop car• 
scandal, Mr. Clinton stayed fo- formingthe-~tirementsystemand ing about Social Security, that 
cused on his $135 billion spending for congressional leaders to meet makes people stop caring whether 
plan over five years and call to/ in• a year to decide how to save it they have health care, education of 

. . "Let us _say to all Americans their kids, or whether there is a 
.see CLINTON, page Al2 watching tonight, ... Social Secu- tb.reatfromlraq,oraboutcrimeor 

· rity will be there when you need it about the environment These are 
Let us make this commitment So- things people care about These 
cial Security first" are · things the president was 

Under the Clinton plan, the con• elected to deal with," he said. 
servative Concord .Coalition and Aide Paul Begala said the 
the American Association of Re- speech was aimed at "answering 
tired Persons will hold four re- the question: Is there Clintonism 
gional conferences on Social Secu• or what is Clintonism?" 
rity, which will feature Mr. Clinton Answering · his own question, 
or Vice President Al Gore. Mr. Begala said Clintonism "sets a 

RE.Publican leaders welcomed dynamic for the issue terrain going 
the J?lesident but cast doubt on his into this new century Mlat is much 
agenda, accusing hini of using the more old~new than'f"left-right. 
surplus to fund his own programs That's one of the personal innova-
while collecting tax dollars in a tions of Clintonism!' · 

· kitty to be used to cover the ahtici• .In a speech, well over an hour 
pated shortfall in Social Security, long; that was meant to unify and 
which will run dry in 2029 if the invigorate Democrats in advance • 
retirement program is not re• of the fall congressional elections, 
formed. Mr. Clinton called for enactment of 

Mr. Clinton presented a confi• dozens of social programs . that 
dent tone, and his makeup com• ~uld help the poor, build unions 
bined with the bright TV lights to . and provide tar breaks for child 
hide the bags under his eyes tµat care and education. 
were evident Monday when be de- - Mr.- Clinton also proposed a 
nied having "sexual relations" · · bo9st in the minimum wage, al· 
with Miss Lewinsky, a former though he will not spell out the size 

·White House intern. of the increase until next week, 
. He looked fondly into the baJ. when he-presents his $1.7 trillion 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton showed her support for her husband yesterday at a White House event in which the 
President announced new education initiatives and denied accusations that he had an affair. 

Clinton's Comments Denying an Affair 
By The New Yon: Times 

Following are comments over the last few days 
by President Clinton deny ing accusations that he had 
had a sexual relationship with a White House intern, 
Monica S. Lewinsky, including comments in inter• 
views with " The News Hour" on PBS, National · 
Public Radio and Roll Call, a· newspaper that covers 
Capitol Hi ll : 

/ 

Yesterday 
But I want to say one thing to the American 

people. I want you to listen to me. I'm going to say this 
again : I did not have sexual relations with that 
woman, Miss Lewinsky. I never told anybody to lie, 
not a single time. Never. These allegations are false. 
And I need to go back to work for the American people. 

Thursday 
Let me say, first of all, I want to reiterate what I 

said yesterday. the allegations are false, and I would 
never ask anybody to do anything other than tell the 
truth. Let's get to the big issues there - about the 
nature of the relationship and whether I suggested 
anybody not tell the truth. That is false. 

Now there are a lot of other questions that are, I 
think, very legitimate. You have a right to ask them. 
You and the American people have a right to get 
answers. We are working very hard to comply, get all 
the requests for information up here. And we will give 
you as many answers as we can, as soon as we can, at 
the appropriate time, consistent with our obligation to 
also cooperate with the investigations. 

And that's not a dodge; that's really what I've -
what .I've - I've talked with our people. I want to do 
that. I'd like for you have more rather than less, 
sooner rather than later. So we will work through it as 

quickly as we can and get all those questions out there 
to you. · 

Wednesday 

· "The News Hour" with Jim Lehrer 

.MR. LEHRER The news of this day is that Kenneth 
Starr, independent counsel, Is Investigating allega• 
tions that you suborned perjury by encouraging a 24· 
year-old woman, former White House intern, to lie 
under oath in a civil deposition about her having had 
an affair with you. Mr. President, is that true? 

MR. CLINTON That is not true. That Is not true. I did 
not ask anyone to tell anything other than the truth. 
There is no Improper relationship. And I intend to 
cooperate with this inquiry. But that is not true. 

National Public Radio 

MARA UASSON Mr. President, where do you think this 
comes from? Did you have any kind of relationship_ 
with her that could have been misconstrued? 

MR. CLINTON Mara, rm going to do my best to 
cooperate with the investigation. I want to know what 
they want to know from me. I think it's more impor• 
tant for me to tell the American people that there 
wasn't improper relations, I didn't ask anybody to lie, 
and I intend to cooperate. And I think that's all I 
should say "right now so I can get back to the work of 
the country. 

Roll Call 

It is not an improper relationship, and I know 
that the word means. . .. The relationship was not 
sexual, and I know what you mean, and the answer is 
no . 

. T0ESDAY,JANUAUY27, 199(1 • 
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C_l1nto·n denies cover-up claims 
US president 
maintains he 
is innocent of 
all perjury 
accusations f-\,l 
By Mark Suzman In Washington 

President Bill Clinton yesterday 
Issued bis most emphatic denial 
yet of allegations that be covered 
up an affair with a White House 
worker, Insisting he had· done 
nothing wrong. 

Flanked by HUlary Clinton, the 
first lady, and Vice-President Al 
Qore, an emotional and angry Mr 
Clinton said he was Innocent of 
charges that he perjured himself 
In denying a relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky and that he 
tried to persuade her to lie 
about It. 

"I did not have sexual relations 
with that woman," he said. "I 
never told anybody to lie, not a 
single time, never. These allega­
tions are false." 

Mr Cllnton's emergence, follow­
Ing days or silence, was the latest 
Indication that the White House 
ls prepared to go on the offensive 
over the growing scandal which 
has paralysed Washington and 
prompted talk of Impeachment or 
resignation. 

At the urging of his lawyers, 
the president has declined to 

~ 
<~\ 

President Clinton, watched by the ftrst lady, at yesterday's White House press conference 

make a fuller statement. How­
ever his aides are openly attack­
Ing the credibntty of Kenneth 
Starr, the special · prosecutor 
Investigating the charges~ · 

The first lady has begun rally; 
Ing loyalists across the country. 
Yesterday Mr Gore and other 
White House officials went to 
Capitol Hlll to bolster support 
among key Democrats. The cam­
paign ls part of a White House 

:1trategy {o try to refocus public 
lllttentlon on Mr Clinton's ambl­
ltlous policy agenda for the com• 
llng year, which he wlll set out In 
!tonight's closely watched State of 
tthe Union address. Mr Clinton's 
llatest statement came at an event 
tto promote new childcare pro­
tP'8-IDmes, expected to feature In 
llhe address. 

A series of polls suggests the 
1presldent's public support Is slip-

ping as the scandal drags on, 
although a large majority of 
Americans think he should stay 
In office unless found guilty of 
perjW11or obstruction of Justice. 

Ms Lewinsky's lawyers have so 
far failed to 'come to an agree­
ment with Mr Starr's office 
whereby she could be granted 
Immunity In exchange for her 
story. Last night they said they 
had submitted an outline of the · 

. I 
Information Ms Lewinsky would 
gtve prosecutors. She ls due to 
appear today before a grand jury, 
where she Is expected to exercise 
her constitutional right not to 
testify for fear of self-lncrlmlna­
tlon. 

Those expected to testify 
include Vernon Jordan, the presi­
dent's trtend and adviser, who ls 
alleged to have told Ms Lewinsky 
to Ile about the alleged affair. 

Mr Starr ls also said to be 
investigating reports that Mr 
Cll.nton and Ms Lewinsky were 
witnessed engaging In "lntJmate 
acts" In the White House In early 
1996, helping prompt her transfer 
to the Pentagon soon afterwards. 
However, Leon Panetta, Whlte 
HoU$e chief of staff at the time, 
and Evelyn Lieberman, his dep­
uty, issued a statement denying 
any such incident. 

·Ms Lewinsky has already 
denied having a sexual. relation­
ship with Mr Clinton In an affida­
vit to lawyers for Paula Jones, 
the former Arkansas state 
employee suing the president for 
sexual harassment, 

Mr Clinton's law)'ers have for­
mally requested that, Pie date of 
that trial be brought fQrward to 
allow for "speedy resolution" or 
the case because of the disrup­
tion It was causing to the coun- · 
try. Ms Jones's lawyers said they 
would oppose such a reque5t. 

Reports and analysis, Page 2 
Double or quits, Page 19 

Editorial Comment, Page lA 
Lex, Pair· 



None of our business 
OPPOSING VIEW If the presi­

dent had an 
affair, why Inflict public pain on 
the famllles Involved? 

By Patrick Cox 

I am completely baffled by the firestorm 
provoked by the president's alleged affai.r. 
Adulterv is a tasteless, self-destructive high­
way to unhappiness. But government has 
absolutely no business enforcing any par­
ticular sexual standard on anybody as long 
as the pankipants arc consenting adults. 

And. of course. if he had an affair he 
would lie about it. If anybody deserves to 
be publiclv humiliated. it is he or she who 
compounds the tastelessness of dalliance 
with the tactlessness of honesty. 

And we all lie. There are times when lies 
are appropriate - especially when dealing 
with a government that keeps antiquated 
victimless-crime laws on the books just.so 
police and prosecutors \\ith grudges can 
haul vinuallv anvbodv thcv want before a 
judge and th·e pliblic io be ·jeered and tor­
tured bv the ever-readv mob. Docs anvbodv trulv .believe that. i(some 
'special prosecutor .. started asking all of us 
if we have ever broken a speed limit. 
stretched a deduction or. so to speak, in­
haled. that the majority of Americans 

· would tell the truth? There have been nu-

merous times. historically. when lies have 
saved the very lives of vinuous. moral peo­
ple from inquisitors of various stripes. . 

In Ointon·s case. he may have done in 
the alleged circumstances what any man 
with a trJcc of the gentleman remaining in 
him would do - he has tried to spare his 
family and the woman involved from putr 
lie humiliation. 

Let us be clear. If Ointon has had affairs, 
Hillary Rodham Ointon certainly knows. 
If she hasn't left him yet, though, no repon­
er or prosecutor has any business inflicting 
the details of his sex life on the public. caus­
ing untold pain to his and the intem's loved 
ones in the process. My reading of history 
leads me to believe that, if the adultery po­
lice were active in the past. very few of our 
most noted leaders, including Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. George Washington 
and Samuel Adams. would have served out 
their terms. 

Make no mistake. however. I am no fan 
o~ Bill Clinton's. 1 believe. in fact. that he 
has committed serious offenses against the 
Constitution. and I would like to see him 
held accountable. But if he is brought down 
by this throwback to Puritan tyranny. the 
level of intellectual discourse in this coun­
try will be seriously and perhaps perma­
nently degraded. 

Patrick Cox is a writer and ec:vnomist in 
Menlo Park. Calif 

Irresistible forces 
Presidents. be they in Washington or 

Havana. have a tendency to think they can 
manipulate any situation to their liking. 
But like Bill Clinton. Fidel Castro spent the 

I weekend learning that control is not always 
, so easv. 
I By the time Pope John Paul II ended ~i.s 
I five-day visit to Cuba Sunday. Cuban ctt1-
1 zens· ve · h freedom appeared to 

have spilled ~ the careful paramr• 
designated by th it's govemmer· 
ners in Havana. 

In the lead-up to the pa 1 

had the situation all scv· 
workers time off and fr 
attend Mass, grant,.,· 
religious banner" 
nence to Cuba . 
brought back Chr. 

itv. The crowds were on a leash. and the 
f~rvor was not at i1:5 higJ)e(t imaginable 
pitch. / .. 

But so muc~for e best-laid plans of 
presidents. In su uent da~s. ~e crow~s 
grew bigger an ore enthus1asttc. What s 
more. the P9pe made a surprising call for 
the relcasc:/of Cuba's political prisoners. 
And 'Pedro Maurice Etiu. a Cuban arch­
bish~ who serves at the mercy of his polit­
ical overlords. drew cheers of surprise by 

--eaking out against the one-party state. 
4'course. Cuba is not the United States. 

~ parallel with the American public's 
-~·calls for President Ointon to lev­

·m is, sadly, a rather clear one. 
J generate momentum that ex­

- ability of presidents to control 

land for decades. ther communist leaders the pope 
The mini-glasnost ~ has visi Castro may find it's difficult to 

mestic steam that ha ... rch- get the genie religious and political open-
communist govern nt c. ness back in e bottle. He· already has 
underground and · to exile . • i60s. learned it's awfu ::i to let that genie 

The early retu s were gooo .Jr Castro's 1 fth 
VJ. sion of a~r Cuba in which Catholics out on y pan ° e y. 
would remai under his thumb. Through It seems that whethe president faces a 
the pope's y 2 Mass in ~nta Oara, Cu- powerful, public clamor for openness or for 
bans were reportedly as bewildered as they truth, he cannot ·override it. Nor should 
were stirred by the call to renewed spiritual- any president want to. 
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1 INTHELOOP -------- -------
Hedging on Rubin Rumor 

By Al Kamen 
Wuh11111on PottSUIIW,.rr 

T rust the financial markets to tell you who's 
important in this town. When the bombshells 
fell last week of allegations involving 

President Clinton and Monica Lewinsky, the former 
White House intern, Wall Street seemed to yawn and 
the Dow shrugged it off. 

But when a market rumor spread Friday that 
Treasury Secretary RobertE. Rubin was 
quitting-no. Deputy Secretary Lawrence H. 

. Summers, skiing in Vermont. did not start the 
rumor-the dollar and gold exchanges went wild. 

The dollar dropped against the German mark and 
the yen. sparking a whopping $~an--0unce jump in 
gold. with most of the increase coming in a 45-minute 

· period when the rumor was at fever pitch. Things 
calrnt:<l down and leveled off when the rumor was 
quashed. an observer noted. 

CNBC reported the Dow down 40 to SO points on 
th e rumor but said it must be false because, if true, 
the Dow wou Id have plummeted between 400 and 500 
points. 

Lewinsl(y Watch Flusters Watergate Neighbors 
■ The latest Clinton sex scandal has even rattled the 
Saudis. A Washington Post colleague who covers 
Mideast matters called the embassy, located next to 
the Watergate complex. to talk to a Saudi diplomat. 

When he identified himself as a reporter, a frazzled 
secretary in the ambassador's office said: "He doesn't 
know anything about Monica Lewinsky." 

Reporters had staked out the area because 
Lewinsky's mother has an apartment in the 
Watergate and Lewinsky was said to be holed up 
there. 

What's Brewing Wrth College Democrats 
■ There's talk that Tuesday's State of the Union 
speech, if it isn't canceled, will be one of the most 
memorable ever. So don't miss the "1998 State of the 
Union Watch Party," put on by the College Democrats 
of America at the Capitol City Brewery on Capitol 
Hill. 

You can watch "W~ington's Young Activists Rally 
for the President's l 99i Agenda.Mor watch them, 
perhaps, drown their sorrows. Our invitation says 
that "hundreds of young activists from a coaliti9n of 
organizations will come together to watch" the 
speech. 

The sponsors also include groups such as the 
Human Rights Campaign, the United States Student 
Association and the Saxophone Club. 

Molly Morrison, head of the College Democrats. 
· said, ~e are gathering to hear and support President 
Clinton's progressive agenda for our common 

. tub.Ire. "The agenda and not the man? Distancing 
already? 

The first lady, 'Today,' the MDlennium 

\ 

■ And don't miss the '1'oday" show that morning. 
Here's the press release: "First Lady Hillary Rodbam 

Clinton will" appear "for a one--0n--0ne live in-studio 
interview on NBC News· 'Today' on Tuesday.Jan. 27. 
the morning of her husband's State of the Union 
address .. . . Among the topics to be discussed are the 
president's recent child care initiative .µid the 
administration's millennium project." 

Rod Serling never did anything this good. 

A Car That Brakes for StalT 
■ Bumper sticker on bright red BMW convertible 
driving about 10:30 a.m. Tuesday around Dupont 
Circle: "Don't blame me-I cooperated with Ken 
Starr.· . 

Presidential aide Paul Be,ala Hid people will think 
that the 10-polnt buck "died of a heart attack from 
seelnC that a liberal knew how to wield a weapon." 

Begala's 81c Shot 
■ Clinton political aide Paul Bega1a was back in 
Texas recently and took time to do a little deer 
hunting. The IO.point buck's head is being mounted 
and will soon grace Begala's office in the Old 
Executive Office Building. 

Begala said it took one shot, but people will think 
the "deer died of a heart attack from seeing that a 
liberal knew how to wield a weapon." 
1How will his colleagues react? "Paul killed 

Bambi's dad,• one said. 

Lani Gulnier to Harvard; Gort Aide to NffTSA 
■ Blast from the past University of Pennsylvania 
Law School professor Lani Guinier, once Clinton's 
candidate to be assistant attorney general for civil 
rights, has moved to a tenured professorship at 
Harvard Law School, specializing in voting rights 
and other matters . 

Another aide to Vice President Gore is on the 
move: Mike Russell, the vice president's press 
secretary at his "reinventing government" project 
for three years, has been appointed director of 
public and consumer affairs at the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 

lbdtJasJJingtonJ)o.st 
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Both Sides Rally to_ Mark Abortion Rrili11tg 
By ALISON MITCHELL· 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22--,. Twenty• 
five years after the Supreme Court 
recognized a constitutional right to 
abortion, tens of thousands of abor­
tion opponents marched to the Court 
today In somber protest, while abor­
tion rights advocates pledged to fight 
any rollback. 

The competing commemorations 
of the landmark Roe v. Wade deci­
sion displayed the sharp public 
schism on the emotional Issue. 

Vice President Al Gore, appearing 
before the National Abortion and Re­
productive Rights Action League, ap­
pealed almost wistfully for the two 
sides to make common cause on sex: 
education, abstlnence education and 
family planning to reduce the num­
ber of unintended pregnancies. 

But Mr. Gore acknowledged that 
"the passions that surround this ls­
sue are such that the efforts to find 
common ground are not going to 
Immediately bear fruit" And he 
spoke out firmly In support of "a 
woman's right to make what for 
many feels like the most Important 
decision of their lives In freedom, In 
safety and without the coercion of 

Government." 
On the National Mall, opponents of 

abortion far outnumbered those who 
had tu med out at events In support of 
abortion rights. ~ . 

Men, women and children assem­
bled by. the thousands carrying plac­
ards proclaiming, "Stop All Abor­
tions" and "Ema.nclpate the Un­
born," or 'pronouncing Roe v. Wade 
"not a solution then, still a tragedy 
today." Some marched under ban­
ners with the names of Catholic 
schools and churches. One group 

. huddled under a sign that read, "Lu­
therans for Life." 

· As the· throngs marched, Repre­
sentative Christopher H. Smith, Re­
publican of New Jersey, called the 
number of abortions "a holocaust of 
staggering proportlonl." 

Across the city, at a luncheon cele­
brating the Roe decision, Kate Mi­
chelman, president of ·the abortion 
and reproductive rights group, called 
a woman's freedom to make choices 
about reproduction and abortion 
"the very essence of womanhood." 

"Who we are Is our freedom to 
choose what we believe ls right," Ms. 
.Michelman said. "How can we wom­
en ever hope to take !1J1 equal place In 

Bono 's Widow to Run for.His Seat in House 
PALM SPRINGS, Calif., Jan. 22 

(AP) - Mary Bono, the widow of 
Representative Sonny Bono, said to­
day that she would run for his seat lri 
a special el~tlon on April 7. 

Mrs. Bono, 36, said she had been 
urged to run by Speaker Newt Ging­
rich, former Vice President Dan 
Quayle and other Republic.an lead­
ers. Her announcement did not ad­
dress whether she planned to run for 
a full term In November. 

The Bonos were married In 1986. · 
Mr. Bono, a Republican· who repre­
sented California's 44th District, was 
kllled on Jan. 5 In a skflng accident In 
South Lake Tahoe, on the California­
Nevada border. The former singer 
and television star was 62 and mid­
way through hls second term. 

Mrs. Bono. said she was In the 
middle of planning for her husband's 
memorial service ln Washington on 
Wednesday. ' 

this great nation If we aren't given 
that respect?" 

The day's events came at i11 time 
when the public attitude toward 
abortion has been shifting away 
from general acceptance · of legal 
abortion and toward a more nuanced 
condltlonal attitude. A recent New 
York Times/CBS News Poll found 
the American public still largely sup­
porting legalized abortion but :saying 
It should be harder to get arud less 
readily chosen. 

The Issue Is expected to be fought 
on several fronts In Congrens this 
year. Republicans are seeking to 
override President Clinton's lfeto of 
a blll that would outlaw the type of 
abortion that Involves partially ex­
~ractlng a fetus and collaps~ng the 
skull. The abortion foes have the two­
thirds vote necessary in the House 
hut are three votes short In U1e Sen· 
ate. 

Conservatives are also mowr1tlng a 
campaign against the nomlna.tton of 
Dr. David Satcher as Surgeo1n Gen­
eral partly because of his support for 
the President's veto: 

The National Right to Life: Coin­
mlttee also announced today that It 
would be supporting a new bill ln . 
Congress that would make It a Fed· 
eral offense to transport a minor 
across a state line for an abo1rtJon If 
the transport circumvents i1 state 
law requiring notification or c:onsent 
by a parent. 

In spite of the political storun over 
accusations that Mr. Clinton lhad an 
affair with a White House Intern, Mr. 
Gore spoke as previously planned to 
about 1,000 abortion rlght.s s1Jpport­
ers who are a core constl.tuency 
group of the Democrats. 

Ms. Michelman drew la1ughter 
with an oblique reference to tine trou• 
bles, when she thanked Mr. Gore for 
coming despite the presence In 
Washington of the Isra~ll and Pales-

' r ew YorlcTI"'" 

Competing demonstrations on the Supreme Court steps yesterday on the 25th anniversary of the Court's Roe 
v. Wade decision underscored the sharp public schism on the constitutional right to an abortion. 

tlnlan leaders and despite "a few 
other. things." Mr. Gore made no 
reference to the controversy and re­
porters were out of questioning .dis­
tance in the back of the ballroom. 

Mr. Gore lauded Mr. Clinton by 
noting that the Supreme Court ma• 
Jorlty In favor of abortion rights had 
shrunk to 5 before he and Mr. Clinton 
won the White House; and that for­
mer Justice Harry Blac~mun had 

warned he. was 83 and could not stay 
on the Court forever. 

' 'I think we ought to be grateful, 
those of us who believe in a woman's 
right to privacy," Mr. Gore said, 
"that five months later Bill Clinton 
was elected President of the United 
States and appointed the next two 
Justices." 

Mr. Gore announced that the Pres­
ident would propose a $15 million 

increase In Federal family planning 
money in his new budget package to 
make abortion less necessary. 

"Let us appeal to the common 
sense of the American people from 
all political persuasions," he · said. 
"Let us pound home the point that 
the single most etrective way to re­
duce the number of abortions Is to 
reduce t he number of unintended 
pregnancies." 

SlJe Neur lork i!timef.l 
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~ricans," says Donna 
Sbalala, the US health and 
human services secretary, 
"expect the best healthcare 
system in the world. But 
they don't want to pay for 
It". 

The comment comes as 
he~th insurance premiums 
are rising again after a 
period which has seen 

. their slowest Increase in 
decades. 

. It also comes as managed 
, care - the approach which 
· limits treatments to those 

which Insurers believe to be 
· both effective, leut costly, 

and based on good evidence 
- ls causing mounting_ angst 
among America's mighty 
middle class. 

~ President Blll Clinton la 
~ • once again edging crab-wise 

. into gradual extensions of 
cover for the Um Americans 
who either do not have it or 

; ◄ . have too little. 
. It comes, too, three years 
, after the president's ambi• 
tto~)Jealt~e refonn -
aimed to-deliver '.'a.trordabl~;·. 

>- quality healthcare for all 
a: ~ Americans" - collapsed in 
~ ruins. . 
UJ It was this that triggered 
a: ~ the Republican revival and 
O saw Republicans take Con-
UJ il"8SS, reducing Mr Clinton 

cent are believed to have get used to a new way of 
been profitable Jut year, receiving care. The industrY 

CJ') ~ to a &raduallst centrist - a 
~ '-\J man of me.aninlfu] but small 
J ~ initiatives, pitched to the 

plus mounttne unease over ro further, she ·concedes: may have rone too far 1n 
managed care, mean con• ensurtne cover for people orderini "drive-by mastecto­
tlnuinr chaqe, she says. between Jobs, ensurtnr that I mies" or no overnight stays i5 centre IP'OWld. rather than a 

ere.at reformer. 
The need now la "for gov. thoae In their 20s who often for cblldblrth. But business 

em.ment to be nimble and drop ~over keep it, and must tab aome responsibll• 
flexible and shrewder about reaching another 5m cbil• tty for demanding the huge 
where we Intervene". dren who remain outside.the ln.surance discounts which 

:C ""' r-' The days of the &rand. plan 
CJ') ~ in hea)th are gone, Ma Sha). 
:::, ala says. But the target of 1 mak1nc progress 1n reform-
-4'. f ·• • lnr a US health system 

She adds: · "Everyone present ProeramJDe. have led to ever ttrhter 
thinks that we are movinr But there are no proposals cover. She uu rhetorically: 
towards government taktnr for that yet, and the Justltl· "Do I think managed care 
over healthcare. Not a cation has'changed. It la no .bas.got a 1>ad rapUn part. I. 
chance. What we are trytnr lon,er Just about equity and am • .zrot ,ovarty critical of the I 

..J ....... changtnr at the speed of 

~
< o Urht has not. 
w "For me to tell yau where 

healthcare reform la golllc," 
~ she said, "I have to be able 
z r I\. to tell you where healthcare 

8 \I~ la eolllc." She doesn't, she 
aays, know - and neither 

, • does anyone else. 
.;: "Back 1n 1993-94, no one 
W C'a would have predlcted that 80 > per cent of the people In ffi employer-based healthcare 
t-~ 0 would by now be In man-

aged care," she says. 

t: 
Financial pressure on 

health maintenance orpm­
satlons, of whom only 30 per 

to do la pt the private and healthcare. managed care lndustrY." 
public NCtors to work more "It's the best lnVeltment The "consumer blll of 
c:loeely torether." we can make 1n our econ- riebts" wJitch Mr Clinton Is 

'lbe lesson of 1993-9', she omy," she says. "This isn't promottn·r wlll add.reas 
aaya, la that grand plana Just about health, it's about many of the problems, she 
don't work. "I would our economic future. We aaya. And she warns the 
describe us less as havinr a need to be skllled and industry that "if they chose 
arand plan for reform and healthy if we are to compete to take us on, it's going to be 
more u havinr a atralel'Y In the world." Health ls "one us and the doctors and the 
for progress - so that every I or the most important Invest- public versus the Industry: 
year we see more Prorreea .. ments that we make, to keep they"re maklni a bir mil• 

Hence the incremen~ our economy strong". take". 
cb&nees in cover that Mr Coverage, however, ls only Government'• other role, 
Clinton bas made and la . one corner of the issue. she says, la to use its pur­
seeklng - S24bn over five Quality la the other. Man- cbasmg power. Medicare and 
years Jut ye,r to cover ·an- 8ied care, she concedes..Jl Medicaid plus Department of 
extra 5111 cblldren and this "very unpopular". The Defence, Veteran, AdmlnJs. 
year's propoaal to extend health lnaurers "may have tration and other rovern• 
Medicare to aome approach- cut back a little too hard". nmit , pro,rammea account 
I.Di retirement. But, abe warm, "we have to for nearly half of all US 

be careful". Some form of health spend1ns. That speru1. 

'This is not 
just about 
health. It is 
about our 
economic 
future' 

That last bas been bitterly 
attacked for Its potential 
coat. But Ms ShaJa1a says it 
ls "a very narTOW, targeted 
pro,ramme for a group of 
people for whom the private 
sector ~•t wort. It's not 
a camel'• nose underneath 
the tent. We are not substl­
tuttne for the private market 
because there's no private 
market out there for that 

orpniaed, lDIJlapd, care 1a lllc,. abe says, will be co-ordl· 
here to atay, ahe says - nated to buy Quality, evi• 
needed to achieve both Qual· dence-bued care; "We are 
tty and dldency. A d1st1nc- the bifteat purchuer of 
t1on must be drawn between healthcare ln the world. So 
genuine and exceaive cuts when we eet our rulea tt 
B;nd the awitch to a new way atf~ everybody, W• shape 
of l'UDD1ne care which tnevt- the private leCtor." 
tably means leu time with Th!& may b4' a lone way 
docton and less choice. The from 1993-N, but it ls at1ll an· 
anger, she says, may simply agenda that will shape the 
be transtuonal, "a renera- future. . 

t1ona1 change" u Americans Nicholas Timmins 
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Shadow on the White House 
The White House is filled with ghosts. Many 

presidents have written and spoken of the 
palpable sense that the rooms in which they 
work and live are filled with the spirits of their 
'prcdccess.rs. Madison and Jackson and Lin­
coln afd ioth Roosevelts are not just portraits 
but pre.~JlC'es. 

If President Clinton has the sense of history I 
think he does, he has to be feeling the ghosts of 
two of those past presidents hovering nearby 
this week: John F. Kennedy, the man we 
belatedly learned carried on a variety of reck­
less assignations inside and outside the White 
House. And Richard. M. Nixon, who·was driven 
from office for covering up his guilty knowl­
edge of crimes. 

The news oft.he latest-and still unproved­
allegations againi;t Clinton broke suddenly but . 
not entirely unexpectedly. As in Watergate, 
each evertt is just the most recent episode in an 
unfolding saga. Still, it has shocked the capital 
and the world. 

Once again, a natiori that deserves better of 
its leaders is dealing with tales of incriminating 
tapes, of reports' that gifted lawyers COU!lte­
nanced or counseled lawbreaking. It ia listen­
ing to a president give clipped, strained non.-an­
swer answers, all the while insistini that he is 
cooperating fully with the investigation of his 
actions. Once again, the president's defenders 
are asserting this is an effort by ~tisan 
enemies to divert him from the serious work of 
governing that the voters entrusted t<I him. 

A journalist must suspend judgment until all 
the facts are known. But to believe Clinton's 
denials, one must onC'e again presume that a 
succession of women over a period of two 
decades have concocted tales of his sexual 
prowling and invented charges that. he told 
them how to camouflage the truth. 

The public is properly skeptical of these tales 
when they first appear. They seem so implausi­
ble-so jarringly out of sync with the public 
picture these presidents present. Jack and 
Jackie Kennedy were the idealized, romantic 
young couple in a Camelot White House. Why 
would he have been trafficking with hookers 
and gangsters' molls? Why would Nixon, the 
master of subtle diplomacy, have been making 
foubnouthed, half.<frunk plots to bug his ene­
mies and break into their files? 

l fllMIUIINfOH 

The public Clinton has been so deft, so 
charming and increasingly so successful ~ presi­
dent that the stories of his tomcatting have been 
relegated to· a separate compartment of the 
national consciousness. The pp in his poll She was not alone. From boyhood on. people 
ratings ~ job performance and personal who met Clinton even casually recognized his 
character has been wide and persistent But it exceptional intelligence, personal empathy and 
has not hampered his work. persuasiveness-and saw how far those· gifts 

As long as the bright side of Clinton was could C:IJTY him in his ambition for public 
currently on view and the dark side was distant in service. ' ' 
time and place, the separation was relatively easy They were not wrong. Those qualities have 
to maintain. But this latest investigation by made him the first Del1\0Cf'3t since FDR to win 
independent counsel Kenneth Starr has brought two tei,:ns in the White House and tf ave &rought 
the ugliness i.Ato the 1990s and into the White him to a moment when his greatest achieve-
House Itself. ments·seemed to beckon. In part·because of the 

Clinton is steadied now, ·not just bx bis lifelong courageous battle he f~ght to attack the inherit-
history of talking his ,qy out of jams that would ed deficits in his first year in office. he is about to 
have sunk most others but by the ~ of present the nation the prospect of an era of 
close associates, st.artint with his wife, to step balanced budgets. 
forward in his defense. Hillary Rodham Clinton ' In his State of the (,Inion address scheduled for 
has done that often, but so have others, both men Tuesday night, he plans to launch an effort to use 
and women. David Maraniss of The Post, in his possible. budget surpluses to avoid the long-term 
superb political biography, "First in His Class,· threat of bankruj>tcy in the Social Security 
tells how Betsey Wright, Clinton's longtime top system-perhaps the greatest achievement of 
staffer in Arkansas. who had made it her busi- his party in this century-and ensure its survival 
ness to calculate the risks of some of Clinton's for future gener-Jtions. · 
girlfriends going public with their stories, "hated All that is l)u-eatened. and it makes what is 
that part of hu\i, but felt that the other sides of happening more than a personal drama It is a 
him overshadowro his l)C!SOlla1 weaknesses.• dark day for the nation. 
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The mood in one small .town: 
Leave matters of the heart alone 
By Dennis cauchon 
USA TODAY 

CHARLOTTESVll.L Va. - TbJs 
toWn of 40,000 Is kx:ated just 120 
miles southwest of WashlngtOn. D.C. 
But when It comes to asses.,ing alle­
gations that President Ointon bad an 
atrair with a White House intern, It 
mlghtas wen be on ~er plallet. 

In contrast to the hysteria that bas 
llled the political capital, the re­
sponse here is Informed 1nc111rer­
ence. Olnton supporters and ~ 
nencs alike baye remarkably similar 
reactions: They believe the president 
bas affairs and covers them up, and 
they do not care. 

"Re's done It before and he11 do It 
apin," says Robin Booth, 36,,a pb~ 
tograpber. "But It bas nothing what• 
soever to do with the country or the 
policies or the United States." 

Booth and several others say the 
latest controversy over Ointon's sex 
life only adds to their cynicism that 
politicians care nothing about the 
country's Important Issues. USA ro 
DAY interviewed 21 people who 
came for breakfast Thursday morn­
Ing at The Tavern. a 44-year-old local 
institution. , 

Surrounded by mountains and· 
farms. Charlottesville is home to the 
University of Vtrginla and the Ruth­
erford Institute, the conservative 
Christian legal organization repre­
senting Paula Jones, who bas lied a 
sexual harassment suit aplmt ~ 
ton. Thomas Jefferson's home. Mon­
ticello, overlooks the town and draws 
more than 500,000 visitors a year. 

The result is a diverse mix of Uber• 
ats and conservatives. country folks 
and urban sophisticates, blacks and 

affair doesn't surprise me," says 
Lenny Massie, 39, a cook at The Tav• 
em. "I've been caught in the same 
situation myself. My woman went 
cnzy, yelling and crying for two 
days. I apol~ 1,000 times. I can 
·tell the president It's not pleasant" 

People here express concern for 
bow the revelations might hurt Hilla­
ry and Chelsea Olnton. But nobody 
olers sympathy for the president or 
those Investigating him. or for 24-
year-old Monica Lewinsky, the In­
tern who Is reported to have bad the 
aJralr with Ointon. 

"Once you're 21 years old, almost 
everyone bas been around enough to 
make their own decisions," says sa­
rab Delgl, 23, a caterer. 

., - ..,.. .., ""'100,\Y Amanda French, 28, a graduate 
Shepherd: 'He shotJd have kept his student and feminist, says the power 
pants zwed.' Imbalance between a president and 

intern compllcates the sexual ~ta­
whites. All of them come together at tionship. But the woman Is not aJ. 
The Tavern. ways an IMocent victim. she says: 

The 21 people Interviewed Thurs- "Some people think they can get 
day come from diverse bac.kgrounds ahead by steeping with people of 
and have a wide range of political power." 
views. For the most part, they consld- Few people say lying about the af• 
er Olnton's private life a personal fair, or even encouraging Lewinsky 
matter that should be handled I to lie, makes the situation worse. 
(forcefully) by Hillary Rodham Qin- But even most who say an alair 
ton. not independent counsel .Ken- shouldn't matter acknowledge It will 
neth Starr. have an elect. That's the state of 

"I bate Ointon as much as the next politics today, they say. 
auy, but the YOterS have already "My arst thought was. 'So what? 
made tbelr decision," says Ralph He hasn't bad any more a.lairs than 
Traymark. 58, a part-dme minisler most people,' " says Sarah Shepherd, 
and retired mechanic. "We've 42. a ronner nurse who is disabled. 
known for years that he's a lying. "My second tbougbt was, 'It bas to be 
cheating tw~mer. and we ~'t a vendetta against him.' .. 
need Ken Starr wasting taxpayer "Then," she adds. "I woke up ~ 
money to prove It It's Hillary's job to day and thought. 'He should have 
klck his asa." . kept bis pants zipped because his 

"He looks like a playboy, so a new goose is cookedr" 

USA TO.DAY · FRIDAY, JANUARY 23 1998, 
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THE REACTION 

A Mood of Dismay and Concern in a Deinocratic StrongJiold 
By PAM ~LLUCK go from Just dismissing ltto It becomes part of Just got to back the Presldeht's opinion. Hens he's trying too hard to s~y that he's not," said 

CHICAGO, Jan. 22 - Bettina Tahsln consld- the way you Identify him. I don't think it ought In a very high position, and he knows what Juan Gayden, a 41-year-old photographer 
ers herself " a pretty strong Democrat" who to be part of what you think about the Prest- would happen If In fact 1t were true. He's not from the suburbs. 
twice voted for Bill Clinton for President, and dent." . hldlng from any questions. He's got the SUP: Mr. Gayden said he had always supported 
when she first heard about the accusations Ms. Tahsln, who produces training materl- · port of his wife. I believe him." Mr. Clinton and did not believe the previous 
that Mr. Clinton had had an affair with a White als for the ·restaurant Industry, said mat al- Still, to many of those Interviewed on this accusations of sexual misconduct because 
House Intern, Ms. Tahsln said she was unper- though she believed that Mr. Clinton was a misty day in downtown Chicago, there were they "were just too outrageous." He said he 
turbed. good President, she found the latest accusa- several things that made the latest accusa- hoped. that the latest accusations were false, 

"I thought, 'Oh my goodness. just another tlons so troubling that she thought w might tlons more upsetting, ij but "I think there's an air of truth to it." 
one,' " Ms. Tahsln, 33, said today as she sat vote Republican next time. So far, sbe said, Some said It was .the specifics - that the Still, many of those who believed the accu-
readlng a magazine on one ct the curved she has not found Mr. Clinton's denials per- woman was only a few years older than the sations were not at all convinced that they 
wooden benches In the majestic Union Station suaslve In describing his relationship 111th the President's daughter, that ~he was an employ- should be part of the Whitewater special pros-
here. "But after a while, you almost begin to former Intern, Monica S. Lewinsky. And if the ee of the Admin.istratlon, that the reported ecutor's investigation .. Ms. Tahsin said the 
believe It. I could see him doing something like accusation that Mr. Clinton asbd Ms. affair took place In the White House. special prosecutor, Kenneth w. · Starr; ap-
thls. It's basically part of his character." Lewinsky to lie about their relatknshlp Is . "This ls the worst of the scandals because It peared to be "trying to go with anything that 

Ms. Tahsln's reaction was l'IOl unique Jn this true, Ms. Tahsln said, "that would move to- was done In the White House,'' said Jesse cast doubt on Clinton." 
heavily Democratic city, based on random ward an Impeachable acL" · . Davis, 24, a Republican, as he ·waited for his And several people here did not believe that 
Interviews with people going about their busl- At least until more is known, some people girlfriend outside a fabric store In Water the accusations, If true, would warrant lm-
ness whlle working their way through the fast• here were Inclined to believe that the Prest- Tower Place. "You don't use the White House peachment proceedings. Even those most dis-
breaking bits of news. People mostly seemed dent would not engage In something tbey·saw as a bed and breakfast, ~d you certainly mayed by the accusations said they had noth-
to take word of the latest imbroglio more as so tawdry or, at minimum, so self-destruc- don't u.se It as a cheap motel." Ing to do with the business of government and ' 
seriously than the accusations of Gennifer tlvely risky. And most agreed that the suggestions that had not appeared to affect Mr. Clinton's abili-
Flowers or Paula Corbin Jones. And several of "I can't believe he'd be so stupid." said the President had asked Ms. Lewinsky to Ile ty to do his job. . 
those who were withholding Judgment, or who Sally Jahn, 60, a Republican who voted for Mr. were more grievous than simply having an But despite thoughtful comments about the 
believed that the reported affair did not hap- Clinton In 1996 and who believed that he had affair. uproar, people were not immune from the 
pen, were still dismayed and concerned about done a good Job as President. "With a 21-year- Several people felt that the reported tape- buzz of details, the prurient value of it all. 
the effect on the President's lma,e and effec- old! I don't want to believe it because it's so recorded conversations In which Ms. Beth ()oran, 27, eating macaroni and cheese 
tlveness. embarrassing." · Lewinsky indicated that she and Mr. Clinton at a table outside Biff's Headhouse Diner in 

" Whether or not It's true, It's become part Others were more assertive in their defense were having an affair gave the accusations the train station, said she had left a message 
of his baggag~." said Andrew Thomas, 28, who of Mr. Clinton. more weight. · today for a friend who had worked on Mr. 
described himself as a starving painter earn::. " My take on the whole thing lsthal she ls And several said they felt that Mr. Clinton Clinton's first Presidential campaign. 
Ing a living as a database consuhant: "One or lying,'' said Bob Boston; a security guard at had not yet made tile best case for himself. " I wanted to see what she thinks," Ms. 
two, you know, you accept. After a while, you the Water Tower Place shopping maD. "I've "He's acting like he's guilty to me because Doran said, "and see If she knew this girl." 



Wash·1ngton w· -. I I "More'maii 15ifo or·AmeHcans·say-a bal- 1 Ire anced budget and revamping Social Security 
and Medicare should be among Congress's 

A Special Weekly Report From !~~~~Jfntf:~~;:1 t~~P;:ir. r!nd
e~t~~~ 

~-The Wall Street Journal', shou!d be, while 58% say cutting taxes. 

A\ 
. Passing "fast track" trade authority, the 

Capital Bureau tobacco deal and campaign-finance refonn 
,·~ !1 w;1 i t. thr puhlir says. 
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turmull among Ucmocrats. .-l n/l'rt1·,111.~ "'"" ,11s,I11J1f111~· 11/ 111,· ;11/1 
White House political advisers want Clin· Gingrich is doing /alls to 37% from 53% 

ton giving more forceful denials and being last fall ; those unsure either wa.11 rises to 
more O()t'n. But Clin· ,------- M.from Ui"h.. 
ton lawyer David 
Kendall fights to keep 
his client under 
wraps. Congressional 
Democrats are out· 
raged, figuring Clln· 
ton's new troubles 
stop their momen-

THE WALL 
STREET 

JOURNAL/ 
NBC NEWS 

POLL 

JOKESTERS JUMP on the sex scandal. 
The Gross National Product comedy group 
decides to name Its new show next month 
satirizing Clinton, "Sex, Lies and Paula­
gate." Mark Russell says, "The next thing 
you know we'll find out that Al Gore had 
multiple partners on the Internet." 

. tum. They fear he will 
worry about saving hlmselfand not helping TALKING TO TEHRAN: Americans by 
them retake the House. ~ 'ii to 27% think the U.S. should open 

Pentagon staffers say Monica Lewinsky discussions with Iran in light of conciliatory 
the former intern at the center of the remarks by its president. U.S. officials 
allegations, pleaded to go back to the White worry that if they appear to be responding 
House after being moved to the Defense too positively, it will be used by Khatami's 
Dep~utment, but resisted returning to posts enemies to depict him as a U.S. stooge. 
outside the West Wing. CO-workers recall 
her saying, "I don't reel like I can serve the 
presiden~ if I'm not in the West Wing." 

Amid . GOP talk of impeachment, 
. Democratic strategist R.obert Beckel 

11,ams: "The political landscape is lit· 
lered with the bodies of people u•ho 
predicted Bill Clinton's demise." 

CLINTON'S AGENDA wins public sup­
port as be prepares more proposals. . 

KEEP OUT the clones: The public by 58% 
to 36% favors an outright ban on cloning 
human~. The biotechnology industry fears a 
ban would stifle legitimate research and 
prefers regulation. The FDA. says the indus­
try's Carl Feldbaum, '-'has the scientific 
expertise to sort through all the issues." 

MULLING MEDICARE: The· White 
House considers. but drops a proposal to 
raise Medicare premiums for the well·to-<lo. 
In the poll, 46% back allowing people 55 and 
over to buy Medicare coverage, as Clinton 
has proposed, and raising to 67 the age for 
full benefits. Another 43% say keep Medicare 
unchang:ed. 

In a new Wall Street Journal/NBC News 
po_ll, 79% of A'lneriCc!,flS approve of recent 
~hnton_ proposals on such issues as expand­
mg child care, Medicare and the Peace 
Corps. Backing. for the initiatives "is so 
broad that even two-thirds of Republicans 
and conservatives can live with them " say 
Republican Robert Teeter and Oe~ocrat CLINTONITES STEP UP efforts to win, 
Peter. Hart, who conducted the poll. more U:S funds fortbe IMF in Congress. 

Clinton plans crime and drugs proposals I Rubm offers more sound bites in a speech 
that would boost the budgets or the Justice this week than in his previous three years as 
Department and the drug czar. Other Treasury secretary: "Over the past 50 
gainers: Health and Human Services, the years, our contribution to the IMF has not 
EPA and F.ducation. If there is· a bud~et C?5t the taxpaye!'S ~ne ~ime." A Clinton 
:,urph!s, 41'7..of American:, say it should KO to p1t<_:h for.the IMF is h~ely m lh1! Stal1! nr the 
redu<:mg the national debt; :wz. ))refer an lhuon. Sc!nw H1•1111hlwans wanl a rt•vis1'(I 
across-the-board tax cut. "!-;ast Asia" 11ackage with a broader a))· 

· proach to that region's troubles. 
REPUBLICANS MAP ways to counter The poll shows Americans, 48% to 38%, 

CllntonwhenCongress~tumsnextweek. don't think the u.s: should participate in 
·. House GOP leaders will meet Monday to IMF rescues. ~n~ ty 57% to 27%, they think 
f1nn up responses to Clinton's State of the th_e effect ?f Asm s woes on the U.S. economy 
ll11i1111 lalk 1'111\'ill:iy. Tht•y 1111111 an t'XJmnshm ! will IH' m11111r, 11111 mnjnr. Fed oUkials 11n• 
uf the de11t•nde111-carc tax cn-dll to answt!r 11111n• 1u•s.,;h111slk; :.111111• lll't' A:.ia :.lidn~ 11111• 

Clinton's plan to expand support for child 1>ercentag~po!ntoffgrowththisyear. 
care. Tiuces - · including IRS overhaul· and The sinking su~ ~ ~mericans by 66'1oto 
tax cuts-education and antldrug initiatives t♦7o say the U.S. IS a stronger economic 
ar,• Ihm• thl'mrs. 11011~•r 1/,nu Jt1/Ht11. ht MnrrJ1 19'.JI, tht! 

1111111/x:r:. l(~m• 11/1111~~, <'.Cllt'tl!J n•tl('l"St'fl. 

MINOR MEMOS: Buddy by a cold nose: 
Asked which presidential pet deserves the 
run of the Rose Garden, 34% favor Clinton's 
new dog, while 30% say first cat Socks .. . . In 
the poll, 39% think the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average wlll rise to 9000 by year end, and 
33% think It will fall to 6500; last July on the 
same question, bulls outnumbered bears 45% 
to 34%. 

-RoNALD G. SHAFER 



Damage control 
in latest scandal 
has aides at Io~ 
By Bill Nichols 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - For six 
years. through two presiden­
tial campaigns and innumer• 
able moments or impending 
political doom. Bill Olnton's 
response to scandal has al­
ways been the same. 

Hit back hard, accuse your 
· accuser and above all, use 
your best weapon - Ointon's 
limitless energy and political 
skill. 

But as Olnton 
races what is un­
qu esti onabty tbe 
most serious threat 
to his presidency 
in allegatiom that 

. he had an affair 
with a White· 
House Intern .and 
later asked her to 

er leaving to preserve their 
own reputations. 
► In the past. Olnton or his 

surrogates have Immediately 
attacked the source or altep­
tlons against him - GOP ~ 
ponents. conservative media 
orpns or Whitewater special 
counsel Kenneth Slarr. 

This time, Olnton is faced 
with destroying the reputa­
tion of Monica Lewinsky, the 
24-year-old former White 
House Intern only six years 

older than bis 
daughter Chel9ea. • 

Aides say he 
can't take that 
risk, although 
,ome have at least 
begun to defend 
Ointon with hints 
that Lewinsky 
dressed provoca­
tively and neglect· 

eyo.,-., ed her duties to 
Clnlon: No plare 10 lirt with Ointon. 

lie about it. veter• 
an White House 
aides are adrift 
and rrantically 
looking ror a way out 

speak 10 press But White 

For a variety of reasons, 
the old formula won't work. 
One or their potential accus­
ers is 24 yean old - and was 
just 21 when she began the ln­
te rnsh Ip. Public opi nion 
could plummet. 

Olnton's lawyers, rather 
than his less.autious political 
aldes, have become his prin­
cipal advisen.. And Olnton'S 
base of support - In C. 
gress, In the country and with­
In bis own administration -
has never seemed so frqlle. 

"They're trapped Wee a 
rat," says Democratic: consul­
tant Brian Lunde. "There Is 
no strategy for ~p . . . and 
there ts no spin." f 

Senior aides • Olnton. 
llrst lady Hillary Rodham 
Ointon, their lawyen and a 
tiny group of a1des are llgur• 
ing out bow to bounce beck. 

This controversy Is not 
only potentially more deadly 
for Ointon, It's very dllerent 
from an)'thln& be's faced be­
fore. Some reasons why: 
► Perhaps the most Jlaring 

dllerenc:e between this feed­
Ing frenzy and othen Olotoo 
has faced lstbeaqerand ct. 
appointment uobd privately 
by White Rouse staffers, 
some of whom have worked 
for Cinlon liDCe 1991. 

Aides were somewhat 
buoyed by lbUl'ldly's un­
eq u l vocal ~enlal of any 
wronadoinabyOIDtOOconl­
dant vemcil Jordan. 

But ln the past 48 hours. 
more than 10 current and for• 
mer White Rouse aides bave 
told USA TODAY that U Che 
charges aplmt Olnton are 
true, be Is unit to be presi­
dent and should reqn. 

And !Iden are wooderin& 
when ,enior Olnton a1des, 
particularly press 9eCJ'etary 
Mike Mc:Curry, mlgbt consld-

House surrogates 
· wiU be attacking Starr or for• 
mer White House aide Linda 
Tripp. whose tape recordl"" 
of llllks with Lewinsky led to 
this crisis. 
► In the past, Ointon has 

been sent out on the road to 
make bis own case and to 
demonstrate that he is doing 
the country's business. 

But Clinton's three Inter• 
1 views on Wednesday each . 

cootalned what appeared to 
be arUully worded answers 
that railed questiom. Tbat 
has made l0IDe In the White 
Rome sugest Olnton should 
be kept away from Che pres 

Rumors abounded that 
Ointon might do a cnmatJc 
speech to the na~ this 
weekend. But ,enior aldes de­
nied any such plan. 

While aides continue to do 
their daily work at the White 
House. Ointon has reached 
the point that anythln& he 
tries to do - such as Tbur,. 
day's meeting with Palestln­
ain leader Vasser Arafat -
will be overwhelmed. 

Meetinp s, on to draft 
Olnton'I Slate of the Union 
meaae, wbJch he's ICbed· 
uled tlO &fW 'I'llesday nilbL 
But aides cle9cr1be tbem • 
sumal and uncomfortable. 
Speech writers are teaed 
Cbal, If DOChln& -. tbey'll 

'.hue a bqe audience. 
► In the past, BUlary Qin­

ton bas been a chief advocate 
for ber bmbud. And on 
Wednelday, lbe was qaln. 
layln& lbe "allloiutely" cDdo't 
believe the cbaraes aplnst 
the president. 

But aides •Y the lrst lady 
will have no public ICbedule 
to speak ot unw Monday, 
wben lbe wm., to New York 
Qty tor previously scheduled 
events. And there are no 
plans, as of now, for 'her to 
speak to the pres apln. 
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·The Reliable Source 

The Gifted Press Secntaay 

• ~ ladies ad gentlemen, to 
theatttotthe ab8urd. We do this five . 
days aweek. belieft itornot, and we 
oftm talk about intereedng tbiaga.. 

That's this ftek'i Man of CSPAN, 
White HOUie prell eecretm y Mllre 
McCarry, opening JNltrdaJ'• briding. 
Our Mikeworkedbard~under 
the bot lilbls to maintlln bis leoieof 
humor and ensure that DO proceta 

· lttffl'S knock oa bis very own door: 
Q: Mike. tbiaquestioa Oil the F1owffl 

eae.atwtdlthequettioayesorno. 
· ••. Can you IDIW'el' it? And if you can't. 

anyoue,q,bin1'bynot? 
A:lbisquestioabla beenpoeedap-

. pmeudylodkp.dideothlthedepoei­
tioa tbatWII lakm oaSalurdaJ. I am for. 
biddm bJ the court &om geaing into 
that.And-=eaubllantiYelythisma, 
fttJ'welbaviebeeaeomedlingCbatWII 
~bythedepoeition. ljuetdedioe 
todoltb'myownpenooal reuou. 

L fnnk)y, do notwaot to go down ~ 
and have to visit with the judge down at 
Little Rock. 

McCurry did provide precious 
insight into Pretide.ntCtinton'a 
practice of distributing tokens of his 
esteem. ID iteue of much interest 
since Clinton isalleted to have ewea 
Monb~adttss. 

Q: Have you heJrdof people ' 
generaDy eemn, giftafrom the 
president? . 

A: From myowa personal 
eq>erienc:e. yes, he is a gift-giver. And 
be g1ves mcegiftsand-

Q: That's it? . 
A:--,ou know, he'd pie parkas. I 
~ that's what l got And you 
know-to-

Q:Aparb? 
A: Ties. The only good ties l have 

me the ones that BiD Clinton lfte me. 
.And be always tells me that they're 
alcette.-lwmy. 

QU}t tuasfJin9ton Jost 
f HJO:\Y, J.-\NliARY _23, 1998 

By A11nie Groer and Ann Gerliart 

For $5.000. week. ttlfs could be ,ou: The Cllntons In the Vl,cln...... . ,• . 

A Jolly Good Villa: Big Bucks for the &md Dollar 

T wiceJoe Graber took his family 
from frigid Wisconsin to the sunny 
U.S. Vu-gin Islands fora 

Christmas-New Year holiday. Twice he was 
bumped from the luxurious Sand Dollar 
villa to make way for lbe Clintoos. 

And so Graber, who spent those two 
vacatioos in a hoteL did what any successful 
businessman would do-he bought the 
place. The $925,000 sale becomes final in 
April, and Graber said he'll keep the Sand 
Dollar as a rental property, charging more 
than $5,000 a week in the winter high · 
season. 
. The Cliotons stayed free, said current 

ownerDollyGftblick. -Wec.ompeditat the 
request of our goffl'DOI'. The pubBcity has 
done •~deal of good." 

Graber said be wasn't at all miffed at 
hmngtochange his plans two years 
running because the CJintoos wanted to use 
the luxury home recommended by Vice 
PmideatGore, who ncationed there with 
his family in 199.f. 

•1 am happy to have dtepresidentvlsit 
again oext year at that time," said Graber. "If 
hewantstousetheYilla, lwiDjusthaveto 
·move into a hotet ••. . If lhis guy wants to 
escape, I have the perfect place for it." 

■ Joe" Anonymous" IQein, who 
wrote "Primary Colors" about an 
allegedly fictitious Southern· 
presidential candidate with a major 
~ for women, is zipping his 
Jip about his latest work-~-

'1 had a fair amount of success 
not taDdng about the ll$t novel," he 
told The Source. 

He says he hopes to finish the 
book-which hepoin~does 
not call a sequel to "Primary 
Colors"- by 
summer. 
Presumably, the 
ending could 
change at any 
time. 
■ Yesterday was 
Stephen Joel 
Trac:htmberg Day 
in the District. 
And you thought it 
wasMonica 
Lewinsky Day, 
didn'tyou? 

"Hey, I didn't 
piclc the day, .. the Klem, quiet. 

George Washington University 
president said. "I dido 't even know 
about it I worked like a dog, and I 
didn't even play a good racquetball 
game." ' 

The D.C. Council decided to 
honor Trachtenberg for his 
commitment to minority students, 
echolarsbip programs, public 
school partnerships and 
community service. 

I 
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A quest for proper meaning of improper' 
By Steve Marshall 
USA TODAY 

In bits and pieces of classic Washirigton­
speak all day, the White House tried dousing 
the wildfire over accusations that President 
Ointon had a personal relationship with a for­
mer White House intem 

A terse A$ociated Press news alert, trans­
mitted at 9:58 a.m. ET, said, "White House 
says President Ointon outraged by new 
charges and 'never had any improper rela­
tionship' with a former intern." 

Be(Dre the day was out, first lady Hillary 
• RodhlJb Ointon would join the presidential 

press stcretary as well as her husband in the 
defense. 

In true Washington style, a drawn-out de­
bate continu~ between Clinton spokesman 
Mike Mccurry and the press corps over the 
meaning of the word "improper." 

At an early afternoon briefing, Mccurry 
was asked whether "it would be improper for 
the president of the United States to have had 
a sexual relationship With this woman." 
McCurry responded, ''The president has 
made a statement that has expressed his out­
rage at allegations. 

· . . "fve made it very clear I'm not going to go 
beyond that statement, and you can stand 
here and ask a lot of questions over and over 
again, to which you will elicit the exact same 
answer." 

Then the reporter asked, "Are you trying 
to leave us with the impression that a presi• 

dent could have a proper sexual relationship 
with this woman?" 

McCtirry's response: "Of course not •• . 
The question lies in the face of the statement 
you've gotten from the president" 

Interviewed later in the afternoon by p~• 
Jim Lehrer, Ointon said, "I did not ask any­
one to tell anything other than the truth. 
There is no improper relationship." 

When pressed to say what he meant by 
"improper relationship," Clinton replied: 
"Well, I think you know what it means. It 
means that there is not a sexual relationship, 
an improper sexual relationship, or any other 
kind of improper relationship." 

Next came a telephone interview With the 
Capitol Hill newspaper Roll Call. Ointon said, 
"It is not an improper relationship, and I 
know what the word means." 

Asked "was it in any way sexual?" the pres­
ident said, "The relationship was not sexual." 

Earlier, McCurry was asked "how in the 
world could the president be matter-of-fact 
about anything he is doing today when this is 
blowing up around him?" 

Said McCurry: "He is matter of fact about, 
you know, getting the business _done of ad­
dl"e:$ing this question given the outrageoU5-
ness he feels about the allegation." 

In Baltimore, where she _spoke at Goucher 
College, Hillary Ointon said, "It's difficult 
and painful anytime someone you care 
about, you love, you admire, is attacked and 
subjected to such relentless accusations as 
my husband has been." 

USA TODAY· THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1998 
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By Tom Squitieri comment to the ~mbled 
USA TODAY media mob. Later, during 

dinner at the Old Ebbltt Grill, 
WASHINGTON - Satur• one block from the White 

day's White House schedule House, Jones Joined 10 others 
for President Clinton listed and . was smiling, drinking 
only one omcial event, his champagne and signing auto­
regular Saturday morning ra• graphs. Several times, she in• 
dio address. vited reporters over to her la· 

Few will remember the ble. 
president's radio remarks .. If we can read into how 
about tobacco. But history is people eat, and he canceled 
not likely to forget what OC· bis (plans) and we went out 
curred during the 10:30 am. and had champagne, do with 
appointment that didn't ap- tb:it what you want," Jones' 
pear on the official schedule. spokeswoman, Susan carpen• 

For almost six hours, Clin• ter•McMillan, said Sunday on 
ton was questioned about his NBC's Meet the Press. 
sexual history and whether Clinton aides, meanwhile, 
be had made a crude ad• spread the word that the pres­
vance toward Paula Corbin ident was ecstatic about the 
Jones in his suite in a Little way the deposition bad gone. 
Rock hotel in 1991. On the morning after, the 

It was the first time a presi• Clintons attended church ser• 
dent testified as a defendant vices and left holding hands 
in a legal proceeding. about noon. They returned to 

The deposition was held in the White House, where the 
a conference room at the of• president stayed for the rest 
lice of Oinfon's lawyer, Rob- of the day. 
ert Bennett, two blocks from Jones, accompanied to 
the White House. Jones ar• Washington by her husband, 
rived first, by taxi, shortly af. Stephen, left the capital Sun­
ter 10 a.m ... I thought, 'Wow, day afternoon, slipping quiet• 
this is history,' " said Abdul ly out of the Hyatt Regency 
Kamara, the cabbie who Hoter. 
drove Jones. He did not ac- In the aftermath of the 
cept money for the fare. weekend drama, lawyers on 

Clinton, in a dark business both sides will begin review­
suit, made his short ride to ing the depositions and start 
the omce building at 10:20. reinterviewing witnesses. 
He was in the second car in Bennett is expected to ask 
the motorcade, sitting stone- Wright to dismiss Jones' law­
faced and looking away from suit, a step usually taken 
the crowd. when all depositions have 

In a last-minute decision, been completed. Wright is ex­
U.S. District Judge Susan pected to reject that motion. 
Webber Wright flew from Lit· On Sunday, neither side 
tie Rock to attendand settle seemed ready to settle out of 
any disputes over the nature court 
of the questioning. She first Clinton's lawyers have al· 
bad planned to stay in contact ready rejected a settlement 
only by telephone. otter requesting S2 million 

About 4:20 p.m., after about and an apology from the pres­
six hours of questioning inter- ident With the embarrassing 
ru pted by a brief lunch deposition finished and polls 
break, Clinton returned to the • showing a drop in public sup­
White House and picked up a port for Jones, the president 
draft of his upcoming State of · has little reason to settle, peo­
the Union speech. He also dis- pie familiar with Clinton's le­
cussed the Asian economic ga1 strategy said. 
crisis with chief of sta!J Er- They said they believe 
skine Bowles, the White Clinton will win the trial and 

Clinton canceled plans for Jones· attorneys were 
a dinner out and shared a pri- equally confident 

House said. ij be vindicated . 

vate dinner in the residence "We don't have anything to 
with Hillary Rodham Clinton. negotiate for,.. David Pyke, 
The lirst lady did not attend one of Jones· lawyers, said 
the deposition. Sunday. . 

Jones left the deposition 
through the garage, without ► Tough questioning, 1A 

Al smiles: 
President 
Clinton and 
first lady Hil­
lary Rod- . 
ham Clinton 
leave 
church the 
day after his 
deposition 
in the Paula 
Jones suit. 
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·Jones Case Tests 
, ... -

Political Paradox 
By John F. Harris ~ l 

Washm,loc Post SlalfWrittr 

• 
Once again, Bill Clinton's past has come 

galloping into the present, once again carry­
ing the same question: What is the link 
between the president's private life and his 
public reputation? 

Several times a week the humor of late­
night talk show hosts hinges on the 
assumption that Clinton is a shameless adul­

terer or a sexual harasser. And 
NEWS yet a recent Gallup poll for CNN 

IJIAlYSIS anrl t ISA Torlay ~hnwr1l him 
loppillJ.t llw p11hli1··:- list ul 11w11 llu-y .. 11u1:-I 
admired." 

During the 1996 presidential campaign. a 
Washington Post poll found a solid majority 
saying Clinton does not have "high personal 
moral and ethical standards," even as he was 
coasting to reelection. A more recent Post poll 
showed that 52 percent were uncertain wheth­
er they believed Paula Jones's sexual harass­
ment charges-the other half was split be­
tween those who believe Jones and those who 
think she's lying-but that 78 percent said the 
allegations had not affected their opinion of 
Clinton. 

For years, these paradoxes in Clinton's 
reputation have given solace to his political 
team. And yet. for all their public bravado, 
some past and present Clinton advisers pri­
vately confess that the Jones case has given 
their fears new urgency: Will Clinton's cele­
brated ability to prosper amid sexual and 
financial controversies someday falter? 

The difference now is that the Jones case, 
as it heads toward trial, promises to put much 
of his Arkansas past in a forum where it may 
not be possible for most Americans to ignore. 

On matters of sexual ethics, Clinton has 
SeeCUNTON,A9,Col. l 

(LINTON, From Al 

benefited from public ambivalence 
about the relevance of such ques­
tions-and from the artful ambiguity 
of his answers. 

It was six years ago next week that 
most of the nation got its introduc­
tion to the future president and first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, on the 
CBS show "60 Minutes." Then. like 
now. the topic was Clinton's alleged 
sexual indiscretions. Clinton said he 
had "acknowledged ca~siqg pain in 
my marriage." But what exactly did 
that mean? "I think the American 
people . . . know what it means and 
know the whole range of things it can 
mean," he said. · 

George Stephanopoulos. a form 
senior adviser to Clinton. thinks the 
l)rr-.iclr111'i; lu-•:I :•lrnll·v.v rrn lii•1 luuv. 
1,•r111 n•p11l,1lio11 is lu J.tll lo n,url, 
where Stephanopoulos believes 
Jones's harassment allegations will 
be disproved. But he acknowledged 
that thf' risk of tht- trial is to rais<' 

tquestions about an aspect of Clin-
ton's pas: that makes mapy people 

: uncomfortable. 
:.' 1'he public accepts imperfections 
1 in a president." Stephanopoulos said, 
. "but they don't like to have their 
noses rubbed in it" 

: While most Clinton political aides 
• believe a trial, with its possibility of 
:exoneration, is preferable to an out-
of-court settlement, some think Clin­
ton may want to avoid the spectacle 
of a Little Rock trial. The reason, one 

, said, was the damage a public parade 
·l,f witnesses alleging infidelity would 
! ~ave on his relationship with his 
: wife. This observer believes the Clin­
. .tons have strengthened their mar­
"tiage in his second term. 

:- · Some of the president's intimates 
:iiote his remarkable ability to com­
:partmentalize his life: The policy 
W.OnJc who genuinely admires his 
wife resides in one space; the rogue 

'who risks political standing through 
• personal indiscretion occupies an­
· 9ther. 
;· · One person who has worked 
· cJosely with Clinton said he has 
· heard Clinton discuss his reputation 
· as a womanizer as though it were 
;pure and malicious fiction-even as 
:the president steered clear of the 
specific rumors and allegations that · 
t)ave left some of the people on his 

; own staff with doubts. 
;; · In some ways, the public qas simi­
r,Jarly compartmentalized the allega­
: ~ons about Clinton. 'Ibey .are fair 

gamC' for Oavid Lcllt>rman. who this 
month had audiences chortling sala­
ciously with a Top 10 list of Clinton 
New Year's resolutions: MLimit extra­
marital affairs to women named. Con­
nie." 

Stephanopoulos said people can 
hear such jokes and still admire 
Clinton because "people basically 
ccept his definition of character: 

e you doing your best? Are you 
hting for me?" 
Larry Sabato, a University of Vir-

. -~ political scientist who studied 
e' politics of personal scandal in his 

ook "Feeding Frenzy," said the pub­
. c had a somewhat similar relation­
ship with Ronald Reagan. Especially 
in the waning years of his presiden­
cy, many people assumed that he was 
inattentive and ill-informed ahout 
nilin,1 i11n11r 11 hut d111·:r 11111 lo tlw.-11 
on lhl· imµlications of lJ1is. "Yuu 
avert your gaze and change the 
subject." Sabato said, especially 
when the overall direction of the 
country is good. 

Even so, he believes the allega­
tions have hindered Clinton. who did 
not command a majority in his two 
presidential election victories, in 
part. because of lingering doubts 
about his character. And at a time 
when Clinton regularly stresses is­
sues of personal responsibility and 
family values before audiences from 
students to corporate executives, 
some aides worry the Jones case 
mocks that message. 

"In six years of public controversy 
over Clinton's personal life, what is 
striking iq some ways is how little 
the debate changes. As in the begin­
ning, many conservatives nurture 
the hope that the past will be Clin­
ton's undoing. Jones's adviser, Susan 
Carpenter-McMillan, acknowledged 
on NBC's "Meet the Press" yester­
day that her first reaction when she 
first heard Jones's claims about Clin­
ton was, "Good, we're going to get 
that little slime ball." 

And Clinton adviser James Car­
ville, appearing on the same pro­
gram, displayed the same response 
that Clinton's team has made to such 
allegations since 1992: He accused 
Jones and her supporters of greed 
and ideological malice. 

And he acknowledged that for him 
the case is essentially a political 
campaign. Clinton, he said, now en­
joys a 65 percent approval rating. 

"Do you know what Paula Jones's 
favorable is?" Carville asked. "Ele~en 
percent" · 



■ Poll Readings ■ 
VIE\\"S ()\ P1u:smE~Tl,\L PERFORMANCE 

'The First Couple 
llo y11i1 app1Cl\c or dis;1ppron· or the wa)· Bill Clinton i., ha11clli11g­
hisjoh ;ts l'n·,i<k111? (( ;all up Org-a11izatio11 Inc. for CNl'\-l'.'iA Tnday) 

12/97 
APPROVE ....................................................... 56% 
D ISAPPROVE .............. . ..............•...••..........•.. ..•. . 36 
NO OPINION ..................... .... ............... ...........•.. 8 

Do ) 'OIi han· a favorahlc or unfavorable opinion of First Lady 
I lillary Roclham Clinton? (Gallup for CNN-USA TCKU1y) 

12/97 
FAVORABLE ...................................•.••..•.•......... 56% 
UNFAVORABLE •••••••.... . ......... ...... ... . ........ .•... ....••• 38 
No OP1N10N ••••.•••••.•••••••••••••.••......•.•••..••.•••.••.•••• 6 

The Veep 
Oo you ha,·e ,t fa\'orable or unfavorable opinion of Vice President 
:\I Gore? (Gallup for CNN-USA Today) 

12/97 
FAVORABLE ............................•.......................• 500/o 
UNFAVORABLE •...•..•.•.... . .... ... ....... . ......•..••.......... 37 
NEVER HEARD OF HIM . •••• .••.•••••••••••••.•••.••••.•••.• •• .•••••• 3 
N o OPINION ••.•••••••..••....•.•.•••••••••••••••.••..••..••••••• 10 

Do you think Gore is qualified to ser\'c as President. or not? 
(Gallup for C'.':N-USA Today) 

1/94 12/97 

Yes, QUALIAED •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 58% 37% 
NO, NOT QUAUAED ••• ••••• •. •.••• ••. •••••.•••••••••• •• •• 35 52 
No OPINION •••••• ••• ••••• • ..•.•• ..••. • • • •• ••••••••••••. . 7 11 

The Budget . 
O inton j11Sl announced that his proposed budget for l 999 will be bal­
;mced. Do you personally think .. . ? (Gallup for CNN-USA Today) 

1/98 
THE FEOERAl 13uOGET WlU BE BALANCED IN 1999 ........... .. .. .... .. 23% 
POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC FACTORS WlU PREVENT THE 

BUDGET FflOM BEING BALANCED IN 1999 ........................... 69 
No OPINION ....•.•............. ......... .....•••...•• .... ..... .. . 8 

\\110 would you s.1y dese1ves more credit for reducing the deficit: 
< :limon or the Republicans in Congress? (Gallup for CN?\-U.\tl Todt9•) 

1/98 
CLINTON • .•....•. .••.•.....•........... . ... ...••••.•........... . 42% 
THE REPUBUCANS IN CoNGRESS ........... .... ........ . ........... . 39 

BOTH EOUAUY .................. _-.......... . .... ..... ............ . 9 

NEITHER ••.....•.•.•.............................. .... ..........• 5 

No OPINION ... . •.••••••. ... ...•. ... ....••.......... ..... .. •... ... 5 

Looking to 2000 
Thinking ahead to the year '.WOO. ,_.hich of the following candi­
dates would you most like l<> se<: d cctcd President? (Opinion 
Dynamics lnc. for the Fox News Channel) 

12/97 
TEXAS Gov. GEORGE w. BUSH • ••• •. ••••• • •••. • ••••• ..•• ••••••••••• 32% 

GORE .......................................................... 28 

FORMER VICE PRESIDENT DAN QUAYLE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . •• 8 
House MINORITY LEAoER RICHARD A. GEPHARDT ••••• •••• •••••••••••••• 7 

N OT SURE ••••••••• ••• •••••••••••••••••••.••••• .• •.• ..••• ••••••• 25 

lf the candidates for President were Sen. Fred D. Thompson, R­
Tenn., and Gore, for whom would )·ou vote? (Opinion Dynamics 
for Fox) 

12/97 

GORE •••••••••••••••• ............. .. ........................... 42% 

THOMPSON ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••••••••••••••••.••• 34 
Nor SURE ••••••••••••••••• •••••• . •• •• ••• • ••••••••••••••••• • •••• 24 

Currently, Gore. and Gep­
hardt are considered to be 
two of the main candidates 
to become the Democratic 
presidential nominee in the 
year 2000. Of these t\\'o, 
,\·ho do you think is more 
charismatic? (Opinion 
Dynamics for Fox) 

12/97 
GORE .................... 38% 
G EPHARDT ......... 1. ..... 29 
NEITHER •••••••••••••••••• 12 
B OTH EQUALLY ......... . ... 3 

N or SURE ................ 18 

Foreign Affairs 
Do you think the Clinton Administration has a clear and well 
thought out policy on the Bosnian simation, or don't you think 
so? (Gallup for CNN-USA Today) 

12/97 
CLEAR ANO waL THOUGHT OUT POLICY ....... . ...................... 28% 

D ON'T THINK so ••••• • ••••••••••.. • • ..••.••. .••••• •••••••••••••• • 60 
NO OPINION ••••••••••••••••••••. .• ••.•••• • •••••••••• ...• ••••.••• 12 

Do you understand, or don ·c you unclc:rstand. the Clinton Admin­
istration's policy on Bosnia:- (Gallup for CNN-U.\il Today) 

12/97 
YES, UNDERSTAND •••••• • • : ••••...••..•..•. . .••••••.••••••.•.•••.. 400/o 
NO, DO NOT UNDERSTAND ••• •• • .•..•....... . .....••.••••••••••••.. 53 
No OPINION ••••• •••• •••••••••••.••••••••• • .•••••••••••••••. .. •••• 7 



I ndulging her love for 
dance, Chelsea 
Clinton showed up 

Monday night at the 
star-studded gala opening 
of the San Francisco 
Ballet Accompanied by 
Stanford University 
sophomore Matthew 
Wilsey, Clinton sat in a 
box in the sold-out War 
Memorial Opera House, 
which seats 3,200. Among 
those in the orchestra, 
reported the San 
Francisco Chronicle, 
were Wilsey's 
grandparents Tina and 
John Cella. 

Actress Sharon Stone 
also made her usual grand 
entrance on the arm of 
her steady boyfriend, San 
Francisco Examiner 
Executive Editor Phil 
Bronstein. 
• Among the overheard 
mutterings around 
Washington: 

"At this rate. you11 be 

JAN 113:> ByAnnieGroerandAnnGerha~ · 
..... 'ffll' ..... N'P~lfltl-

vice president in a "RAY scom-RfS.....Wj r~1scoCHROICl£ v1.ussoc1An:o,11W 
month," a pilot aboard US Matthew Wilsey and Chelsea Clinton antve at their box seats to, the San Frandsco Ballet openlnC, 
Airways' 9 a.m. shuttle • 
from New York cracked to Sen. Bob Kerrey (D-Neb.). Watergate apartment complex until he saw the media 

And over in the West Wing, some young White House stakeout in front of Monica Lewinsky's door. When he saw 
staffers were referring to "George Stephanopoulos, ABC the camera crews and reporters, his spokeswoman Joyce 
News common-traitor." Campbell told the Associated Press, MHe thought to himself, 
• Bob Dole says he never really knew his neighbors in the 'Look, I won! I'm back!' " 

.. 
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~Pt.a 

BrftJsh Prime Minister Tony Blair, left. and his wife Cherie frame President and Mrs. Clinton at the 
White House on Thursday night. The Blairs were arriving for an official state dinner. 



FEBRUARY S, 1998 
OFFICIAL DINNER MENU 

WID'I'E HOUSE OFFICIAL DINNER HONORING 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 

OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND MRS. BLAIR 

MENU 

Honey Mango Glazed Chicken 
Spicy Vegetable "Noodles" 

Herb Tui/e 

Grilled Salmon Fillet ''Mignon" 
Oven Seared Portobello Mushrooms 

Tomato Shallot Fondue 
Baby Vegetables and Balsamic Reduction 

Marinated Fresh Mozzarella 
Roasted Artichokes and Basil Tomatoes 

Salad of Mache and Arugu/a 
Lemon Oregano Dressing 

"Strawberries and Cream" 
Devonshire Sauce 

Brandy Snaps Shortbread 
Honey Nougat Chocolate Fudge 

WINES 

Newton Chardonnay "Unfiltered" 1996 
Swanson Sangiovese "&tale" 1995 
Mumm Napa Valley "DVX" 1993 



· Th. M• fit th - And so rt was no surprise that they To reflect the -warm· relationship 

. · to London shortly after Blair's victory ton decorated the East Room in tones e l~ e bonded so quickly. The Clintons went between the two countries. Hi1la.ry Clin-

..._ • last May, but this is the prime minis- of gold, peach and terra cotta. She 
ter's first visit to Washington. selected a menu of honey-mango 

· Wh- •t R The official agenda: Iraq, Bosnia. glaud chicken, grilled salmon fillet 

:. .. l e ouse Northern IreJand and NATO expan- "mignon· with portobeDo mushrooms. 
. .;ion. The unofficial ~da: proof that and marinated fresh mozzarella (a fa. 
• . it's busines..41 as usual at the White vorite food of Blair) served with roast-

Hou11e. l'undit.11 11pc.·c11h111.-<I lhnt lllulr ed arti<'hoket1 And ba11il tom11toc-11. J\11 

R~.·. ·. .· ocked -.as serving as a "human shie.ld" for the wines were from Napa Valley but - CTmton, a charge the prime minister had ties to England 
iaty denied. "l don't regard myself as Dessert was a spectacular chocolate 
.aomg· a '--r at an,• be told ABC basket 1iDed with aiawberry mousse, 

• .. ~levision ~er this week. The visit serYed with fresh strawberries and 
·.~ntons Turn Up the Volume !wi been scheduled before the ailega- chocolate figures of London's Big Ben. 

11 . ions of hanky-panky with a former Ater dinner, the guests swept into a 
.. • • · · 1White House intern hit the headlines. tent erected over the West Terrace for 
~ Dinner for Britain's Tony Blair The mere presence of John and I the entertainment. Wonder sang for 
... . · the Clintons at the 1997 inaugural gala, 
... · WonderW1Senougbtoassurea~ butJohn was performing at the White 
: ~:- ByRoxanneRoberts nble ·evenmg. -rwo of the world's Housefortbefirsttime . 
.. ;,. '. and Lonnae O'N eal Parker greatest entertainers are here,• said '1\-e loYed Stevie Wonder since I was 
~ ,:: • w.._.., ,_SldW,.,. presidential pal Harry Thomason. "So 9-old-he's my hero • .... :d M Ii 

I
.. being in the entertainment business. · sa'Ma1hison, screen-write; ~ wu! :i 

· :t's been a. tough couple of weeks for President bow could you 10 wrong?" actor Harrison Ford 
. -Clinton. But there's nothing like company to shore "Effi')'One's really buzzing." said de- There was a rumor that the two 
:up sagging spirits. And last night's star-studd.ed signerlauren. "It's really exciting.• rock-and-roll leaders-Clinton with his 

Wlu\e House dinner for British Prime Minister Tony Tm excited.• said presidential ad· saxophone and Blair strumming a gui-
BJiir was just the ticket viser James Carville. "It's fun to can tar-might join the musical legends 
~~~e i'Uest list included Sir Elton Joh_n and Stevie everybody afterward and tell them onstage. But the White House sadly 
~der, who !,e~ed up for an ~-dmne: ~rf~r- what~ was like.• . announced no instruments had been 
~ce. •It's a bit hke playing a wedding reception, said This was the 9e0011d White House requested for what would have been a 
J..p Barbra Streisand and her fiance, James Brolin. dinner in a row for Spielberg, who was , historic jam session. 
~ there. plus John Kennedy Jr. and Carolyn Be$- a ,uest at October's fete for China's I "It's a pretty hiib-Powered battle of 
~. Tom Han.ks, Harrison Ford, Steven Spielberg, J1&111 Zemin. There. he~ bdeltlike the bands either way; Hanks said 
P,#pb Lauren. Tma Brown, Anna W-mtour, Carol Chan- Forrest Gump. This time, "I bnnlpt The bour-lonr concert beian with 
D_ipg and (whew!) Warren Buffett. j Forrest Gump,• he said, pointinr ID { John periorming "Your Soni-• After be 
;,, Clearly, it was Clinton's party. Banb. mushed. the siz!ger said be was so 
-:"l'm really pleased the American people have shown Aa one might ezpect with IUCb a oenous be had forgotten to er-eet the 
i'reet support and good judgment in this matter,• said may of star power, there was quite a distingujshed guests and~ to 
Str.eisand. •1 wish the people who do these illegal leaks display of fasbioaable dire. Hillary do 10. He then launched Into a series of 
~ :the media who exploit them would show similar Rodbam Clinton's gold lace IO"fD by his ,re.atest hits: "I Guess That's Why 
~ for the right to privacy and the presumption of , Pamela Dennis oomplemented the They Can It the Blues.• "Daniei• ·ean 
ipocence. After that, it's no one's business what ,old dinner suit of Clerie Blair. You Feel the LoYe Toniahr and "Don't 
-,One does behind closed doors.• . • - Bessette was sleek and ele,ant in a Let the Sun Go Down on Me.• 
·:"Not to mention that "he's the most fun president black fitted aown. Streisand desi,ned AfterJohnintroduc:edbimas•oneof 
•'-ve ever bad-I think we can all ;.gree about that,• her own ewpbe-w..ist burgundy~ the alJ.time great musicians." Wonder 
$id Brolin; '"The fact is, the job is getting done and he's . dress. DiaDe WD Furstenberi httered took to the piano. He paused. "Just 
eaJoyinr himself.· in a n,vy ollrich boa. But it was looking at~.• the blind musi-
:- See DINNER, 82 Col 1 Channiq, who has traded her trade- cian kidded. 

•• -
1 

• • mark blond hair for a salt-and-pepper He launched into a version of "Over• 

DINNER,FromBl 

W-rth 240 guests, it was the largest 
official Clinton administration dinner 
held inside the White House. Several 
,uests who oriiinaJ)y dedined the in~ 
tations later saambled to accept. a 
testament to Clinton's approval ratings 
and the collectiYe star power. 

"I r.m't 11,,y WI' ramp:uRJ1c-d lo ,·on1C· 
tonight. but wt' UH11t/,I luv\•: said Sony 
President Howard Stringer. "It's the 
ultimate Brit night out• He later added. 
"If it gets any cooler than this I'D be 
frozen.• 

Evtn a ·not too aoc:ial" jeJ)ow like 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
couldn't refuse. "My a would kill me 
if I tried to skip ID event like this,. he . 
said 

This is the first ml baby.boomer 
White Houae dinner: Clinton, 51, and 
Blair; 44. both have boyish good looks, 
Oxford educations, wives who support 
their political careers and a passion for 

! popular music. 

do, who caught eYeryone's eye with ;o,ed• by saying, 'This song probably 
tinted sunglasses, rhinestones and a descnoes how I feel about this night 
pudy, sparkling choker. Check it out • 

. The toasts before dinner were Joni·... He tried to get the aowd to clap 
on chann and laughs and short.on ~ while he sang "For Once in My Life." 
diplomatic pontificating. Clinton bepn and cxmtinued to implore audience 
by acknowledging the "uncommon participation. "Soap your fingers, shake 
friendship• betweeu the two nations. your bead. DosoNthinal" be pleaded 
"In honor of your visit.• said the ~ "You guys sound Jiu a library meet­
dcnt. "the- place where you and Cherie inJr," 
are ltayinc wQI now lorew.-r be known Ab.J!f "I Jult Called lo Say I l»v1.· 
as Blair H~· --a line that~ a bie You,.. which elicited some snickers 
. 1auah from the~ · from the press corps, Wonoer contin­
~~ir's triblrtc bepn on an equally ued w,!tb "S!i' Duke.• "Isn't~ Woo-
1,bth<'.arted note. but the prime min- de~ and. m 1!°n°r of Mrs. Blair, "My 
~ -"·- his t..:....ki.:... Clerie Ainow: which drew an appre-~ wieot on ID ilLUI w .. ......_..., . came Jauahfmn the audience. 
with Clinton: "'BiI1. fm pleased ID can ! Sir;Eltoo returned i>r tbe last IOlli 
JOU• iood colleque and proud to call I which Wonder introduced by · • 
700 a iood friend I bow rm not alone .a.._.-i_ wond-..1 but~ 
m supporting you. I know the Ameri- WIil -was "!~ you can people support you, too: There . canJ get the Jove, ~ JI ~ you ask 
was sustained applau9e from the audi- ' ~ ~ .two then jumped into! l'OU5-

mce, then Blair went on to pr1ise the ~~~=~n· of 
first lady as wen. course. Clinton added his appreciation. 

"Thank you, Sir Elton.. be said. , wish 
I could pie Stevie a kniahthood • 

:ll}~ast}ing~f~5t 
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Stars cut clouds 
for Ointon, Blair 

WASHINGTON - "What's prob­
ably important about this evening 
is decorum," said ABC anchor Pe­
ter Jennings as he arrived as a 
guest at Thursday's White House 
dinner for Prime minister Tony 
Blair and wife Cherie. 

The White House is under a 
cloud, but most guests were excit• 
ed to be at this high•proftle event, 
and the -name Monica Lewinsky 
was not a favorite topic of party 
chat. The evening was "sparkling," 
said New Yorker editor in chief 

Jeannie 
Williams 

Tina 
Brown. · 

A large 
Hollywood 
contingent 
turned out, 
with presi• 
dential pal 
Barbra 
Streisand 
(silent until 
now on the 
subject} the 
most vocal 
supporter of 
the Clintons. News & Views 

Surround• 
ed by reporters, the entertainer -
fiance James Brolin at her side -
said firmly: "I'm really pleased the 
American people are showing 
great support and good judgment 
in this matter. And I wish that the 
people who do these illegal leaks 
and the media who exploit them 
would show similar respect for the 
right to privacy and presumption 
of innocence. And I reel after that, 
it's no one's business what anyone 
does behind closed doors. What 
matters is what kind of job they do, 
and how well they're doing -
whether you're a farmer or a doc• 
tor, a perfonner or a president of 
the United States." 

1 John F. Kennedy ir. gave an icy 
stare to a male reporter who 
asked: "Are you going to put Moni• 
ca Lewinsky on the cover of your 
magazine (George)?" 

ABC was one of the first to re­
port on Lewinsky, but a number of 
ABC staffers - including Jen­
nings, Barbara Walters and ABC 
News chairman Roone Arlege -
were guests. ABC White House cor­
respondent Sam Donaldson stood 
behind the press ropes. "All of ABC 
News is here and I want to wel• 
come them." 

The guest list was heavier on re­
porters than usual, including some 
who have defended Ointon (such 

THE GUEST LIST 
On the guest list of 230 at 

Thursday's White House din­
ner for Tony Blair: 
► ABC News chairman 

Roone Artedge and wife Gigi 
► The New Yorker editor in 

chief Tina Brown and husband 
Harold Evans. vice chairman of 
U.S. News & World Report 
► Berkshire Hathaway CEO 

Warren Buffett and wife Susan 
► Actor Harrison Ford and 

wife Melissa Mathison, 
screenwriter 
► Actor Tom Hanks and a~ 

tress wife Rita Wilson 
► Sen. Jesse Helms (R· 

N.C.) and wife Dorothy 
► Musician Elton John and 

companion David Furnish 
► George editor in .chief 

John F. Kennedy Jr. and wife 
Carolyn Bessette Kennedy 
► Designer Ralph Lauren 

and wife Ricky 
► Attorney General Janet 

Reno 
► Sen. John Warner, R-Va., 

and ABC broadcaster Barbara 
Walters 
► General Electric CEO 

John F. Welch and attorney 
wife Jane 
► Entertainer Stevie Wonder 

as Margaret car1son of Time and 
Newsweek's Eleanor 01ft). 

Though Harrison Ford played a 
U.S: president in Air Force One, 
this was his first visit to the White 
House, wife Melissa Mathison 
said. Senate Majority Leader 
Trent Lott walked up to Ford and 
said, "I kept seeing you in my Sig­
ma Nu bulletin." Turns out Lott 
and the actor are both members of 
the fraternity - Lott pledged at 
Ole Miss and Ford at Ripon Col• 
lege. Lott quizzed Ford: "Did you 
actually go to college?" 

"I spent most of my time in the 
.fraternity, no, in class," responded 
Ford. who wore his usual gold ear• 
ring to the dinner. 

Steven Spielberg's presence 
. was requested by Blair. He said he 
and wife Kate Capshaw spent 
time at the prime minister's coun­
try house last sumi:ner. 

Secretary or State Madeleine 
Albright was escorted by 11.nancier 
Maurice Tempelsman, the for• 
mer companion of Jacqueline 

,i,.,..,. t,y-H. ~ lot USA TOOAY 
Streisand and Brolin: At a dimer 
for Prime Minister Tony Blair · 

Entertainment Elton John arrived 
with cx,mpanion David FlJ'Tlish. 

. Onassis. 
Hillary Rodbam Cinton and 

Cherie Blair both wore gold gowns 
- . the tlrst lady's designed . by 
Pamela Dennis. . . 

Blair toasted Ointon for "his de­
termination, his statesmanship and 
his courage," addeding "I know 
rm. not alone in supporting you. I 
know the American people sup­
po'rt you too." He also paid tribute 
to the tlrst lady, praising her d~ 
meanor at Princess Diana's tuner• 
al. "Within the past few days, the 
whole world has seen those quali· 
ties of dignity and grace again." 

The guests dined on a menu in. 
fluenced by both countries' cui." 
sine: honey mango glazed chicken, 
grilled salmon, baby vegetables 
and strawberries. Trays of cookies 
surrounding chocolate replicas or 
Big. Ben followed dessert · . 

The wines included a Newton 
1996 California chardonnay, a 
Swanson Sangiovese red from the 
Napa Valley and Mumm Napa 
Valley DVX 1993 sparkling wine. 
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Blair unwavering 
in· Clinton support 

Meanwhile, State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said me• 
dia reports that Washington 
planned to use nuclear weapons to 
destroy chemical and biological 
storage facilities in Iraq "have no 
basis in fact." 

"The U.S. has no plans or inten­
tions of using nuclear weapons," he 

---------1-+-+-- said. But, he added, "If any coun• 
By Warren P. Strobel try were foolish enough to attack 
_·w_e_w_..s_"_1"_cr_o_" _n ... _e_5 ___ ......:... __ the United States or our allies or 

British forces 
would take part 
in striking Iraq 

Visiting British Prime Minister ~ur force~ with chemical-biolog­
Tony Blair teamed up with his ally teal w~pons, our r_esponse would 
President Clinton yesterday to be swift, devastanng and over-
prepare for military action against whelming." . 
Iraq if Saddam Hussein fails to A flurry of diplomats have 
give U.N. weapons inspectors passed through Baghdad this week 
unfenered access. to try to mediate. Saddam has of-

lrying to balance the threat of fere~ to al~ow limited insp~on of 
force with diplomatic leverage, pres_1d~nual palaces _previously 
both men said they still hope<! for off-limits, but U.S. officials say that 
a peaceful resolution to the stand• 
off bur insisted that one way or an- falls far short of what is required. 
other. Saddam must open sus- It was not only on the subject of 
pected weapon sites for inspection. Iraq that Mr. Blair rushed to Mr. 

Mr. Blair sounded, if anything, Clinton's side. 
more bellicose than Mr. Clinton. Moments after he and his wife, 
" We want a diplomatic solution to Cherie, arrived on the rain-soaked 
the crisis, but the success or fail· White House grounds in a moss­
ure of diplomacy rests on Sad-/ green Rolls Royce, Mr. Blair 
dam," he said. "If he fails to re- praised Mr. Clinton's record in of­
spond, then he knows that the fice. 
threat of force is there and it is The furor over Mr. Clinton's re­
real." . ported affair with intern Monica 

To underscore that threat, the Lewinsky clearly on his mind, Mr. 
Pentagon prepared to send an Am- Blair - without mentioning the 
phibious ~eady Grou~ _of a~ut scandal - offered a paean to the 
2,000 Marines an~ addttlonal air- president. • 
craft to the Persian Gulf.._ They: "He said what he wanted to de­
wou~d bolster the three a!rcraftj liver for the American people, and 
camer:s and hundreds of atreraft he is delivering," the prime minis­
Mr. Chnt(?n already has deployed ter said. "He never said it would be 
to the reg1~~- easy, but-be stuck to his guns. He 

~fr. ~latr s endorsement of U.S. never promised miracles, but he 
pohcy m the _Gulf was ha~4].y unex- has delivered progress, real prog­
pected, but tt came at a welcome ress for the people who elected 
~e for Mr. Clint(?n, ~- . Russia, him!' 
China and other ~aJor nanons ap- The British prime minister and 
~~red t~ he moving away fyom the the U.S. president are close politi­
U mted Sta~es an~ stressing the cal cousins who led their long­
need to avo1~ conflict. . exiled parties back to power by 

France said yesterday 1t would stressing centrism tnd modern­
not ~cipat~ in a ~ on Iraq, ization. 
meaning thatthe Uruted States and The Clintons are giving the · 
Britain likely would have to go it 
alone. A spokesman for Mr. Blair 
confirmed that British forces 
would participate in military ac-
tion if necessary. 

Mr. Clinton arid Mr. Blair both 
tried to shrug off a renewed warn­
ing from Russian President Boris 

~..LAlR .. J1a.ee.Al2 __ _ 

BLAIR 
From page Al 

Blairs first-class treatment, in­
cluding yesterday's visit to a local 
high school, last night's official 
dinner, a trip to Camp David to­
night and a joint radio address to­
morrow. 

The subject of Iraq dominated a 
1-hour, 40-minute working lunch 
between the president and prime 
minister yesterday that began with 
a discussion of the recently opened 
peace talks in Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Blair began the day on Capi­
tol Hill, where he lobbied 20 influ­
ential senators and congressmen 
with connections to the powerful 
Irish-American lobby, seeking as­
surances that the Irish Republican 
Army will find no sympathy in 
Washington if it ends its current 
cease-fire. 

"This is one area where your 
help is essential," he said. "We 
must all make clear that violence 
can never be an answer in North-
ern Ireland." · 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Blair also 
talked about a range of other sub­
jects, including Bosnia, global 
warming, NATO expansion, the 
Middle East peace process and 
this spring's economic summit in 

Birmingham, England. . " 
On Iraq, the Blair spokesman -

who by tradition is not identified­
said the two men agreed on a strat• 
egy to educate the public on the 
threat from Saddam, continue di­
plomacy and prepare for military 
action if needed. 

Asked about the level of ·detail in 
military planning the two men dis­
cussed, the spokesman said, "The 
preparations are being made" for 
military action if it becomes nec­
essary. 

A U.S. official said, "They didn't 
have the (bombing) maps out" but 
added: "That's not what their dis­
cussions were intended for." 

Military action is unlilcely at 
least until after Defense Secretary 
William S. Cohen nturns from a 
tour of the Persian Gulf region 
next Friday. 

Mr. Clinton rejected calls from 
some on Capitol Hill and in the 
military to make removing Sad­
dam a g~ of any_ mµitary ~-

• Bill Gertz contributed to this re­
port. 

Yeltsin, who said a strike could 
touch off a world war. 

"We must not allow a strike by 
Cerce, an American strike," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. "I told Clinton about 
it: No, we shall not allow that." 

~e 1'tt$~ingtun limes 
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Clintons 
bring out 
the stars 
for Blair 

- Anglophilia was the theme of the 
evening,. carried through in the 
menu ana decorative elements 
chosen to symbolize the warmth of 
friendship between the two cou­
ples as well as between two long­
time allies. Both Mr. 'Blair and Mr. 
Clinton attended Oxford and mar­
ried high-powered lawyer wives. 
Cherie Blair is a judge as well as 
Britain's first lady. 

Chef Walter Scheib, appearing 
before reporters in the afternoon, 
obviously had gone all out to put 
the talents of his staff on full dis­
play. The entree was rolled Maine 
salmon over grilled portobello 

By Ann Geracimos mushrooms followed by a buffalo 
TMEwASHJNGTONTIMES mozzarella made in Peekskill, N.Y. 

President and Mrs. Clinton Mr. Blair is known to favor mozza­
pulled out all the stops _ musical rella, and dessert was ~trawberry 
and otherwise_ for last night's of- mousse and candy rose ~ a choco­
ficial White House dinner in honor late basket_ ~ccomp~med by a 
of British Prime Minister Tony chocolate rruruature Big Ben. 
Blair and his wife. 

British pop star Elton John and 
American pop legend Stevie Won­
der, appearing together for the 
first time, entertained at the larg­
est function of its kind the Clintons 
have held to date. The guest list of 
240 included Hollywood screen 
idols and New York fashion gurus 
among such political luminaries as 
Attorney General Janet Reno, Sen­
ate Majority Leader '!rent Lott and 
Sen. Jesse Helms. 

Mr. Blair in tum had a surprise 
of his own when he announced at 
dinner that famed American co­
median Bob Hope, a London na­
tive, was to be given an honorary ' 
knighthood. 

. The presence ofsucµ bo?( office 
names as Barbra Stre1sal)d and 
her fiance, James Brolin, '"along 
with actors Harrison Ford and 
Tom Hanlcs raised the glamour 
quotient considerably. New York­
ers of note included John F. Ken­
nedy Jr., designer Ralph Lauren 
and the editors in chief of the New 
Yorker, Vogue and Harper's Ba­
zaar magazines. 

Maurice 'Iempelsman, . friend 
and confidante of Jacqueline Ken­
nedy Onassis, accompanied Secre­
tary of State Madeleine K. Al­
bright, just back from a sojourn in 
the Middl~ ~ast. The only religious 
leader on the list was the Most Rev. 
Frank Griswold, the new presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church. 

Other media representatives in­
cluded Barry Diller, Mike Meda, 
voy, ABC's Peter Jennings, Jim 
Lehrer of PBS, columnists Eleanor 
Clift of Newsweek and Margaret 
Carlson from Time, Harold Evans, 
editorial director of U.S. News & 
World Report, the New York Daily 
News and Atlantic Monthly. War­
ren Buffett," one of America's rich­
est men, came from the business 
world. 

Mr. Blair had requested film di­
rector Steven Spielberg, who spent 
the night in the Lincoln Bedroom 
when he was last present for a state 
dinner. Only family members were 
staying over today, said Social Sec-
retary Capricia Marshall. 

Close White House friends and 
officials included Press Secretary 
Michael Mccurry, having a night 
off - and out - in his normal 
working quarters, Counselor Paul 
Begala, National Security Affairs 
adviser Samuel R. Berger, pres­
idential assistant Sidney Blumen­
thal, and adviser James Carville, 
accompanying wife Mary Matalin. 

Such invitations might be con­
sidered a reward for good behavior 
in light of pressures during recent 
davs. 

The prospect of Sir Elton on the 
premises had caused a sort of low­
grade "hysteria" in the _White 
House Thursday, according to 
Mrs. Marshall. An unusual venue 
was selected for the after-dinner 
concert: the West 'Ierrace, tented 
oy~r ~d lit with soft pink hut:5~ 
resembled an intimate nightclub. 

Whatever condition the ship of 
state was in earlier in the day, mat­
ters appeared shipshape by 7 p.m. 
when the energetic young British 
couple was met by the Clintons in 
a formal arrival at the North Por• 
tico. 
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Guest List for White HOu&e:J)~lJ:fle,1 
1ne guest list fer last night's dinner 

for the British prime minister: 
Pnme Monisttr Tony 131,ir 111d Chene ~ 
J,c1t Sttaw, llaffle sec~ry 
Helen LidOtll, economic Mett!ary 
~n M1lbum, minister ol stilt, depir1tMnl ol hUIIII 
Sir C,V,stOOhtr Mey.,. ,m~ of 8rita,n, and 

l acly C.lllenne Meye, 
Jon,t~, Powell, chief of st,11 IO the pnrnc minlsltr 
Jo/VI Hemes.~ P"Yllt ~ry 10 the pnme 

""nisttr 
AJ,st,ir C.mDCtff, SC)C)keSm,n lot tht pnmc mintSltt 
:,on, M1lta1. Dtrsonll 1$$1St1nt to MIS. 811,r 
1>'1>( l ;d,lw,4, d11telor for OC)lq. 10 Oown•nc Sr 
.\.1,nony G,cdens. d11ecto1, lO<ldon SchOOl ol £.COflOffl• 

,a 
::,,.,,n O,v,es, cl'l•ef econom,st. Goldm,n S,chs 
:;..'01' Mu'C1n. ool•cy uM. IO Oown1n1 St. 
•.:~~t 'C•nt All>t1gl'lt, SKlfll,Y of Stitt, Ind M,unct 

' C""Oftv>a• 
~ Attedgt, chairman, A8C NtW$, 1nd G,si McdCt 
J. 8ti,n Atwood, ldministriitor. AcencY lot lnttmation, 

al Devtloomtnt. Ind Sus,n AlwooC, NIIOOMI Oem­
OC<llllC Institute 

Donald A. B,er, ~. ~SC W0rkl­
WICle-Amenc,, Ind Nancy s,~. ,no,ney 

\IMo,, S.••. OfnJdfflt. ~IO"IS WQ,lce,s of 
Amcnc, 

OonalO 8'ndltr, ~I issisll"I to the p,a,clenl, and 
Jane 8'tlCI~• 

Paul Seclll, counselor to the president. 111d 0.­
Seclta 

~m..el R ~•. asSIS!ant to the i,,eside,t lor nation­
, , secunty ,tt,,rs. Ind Suun Be,ae, 

M~I 8act11ou. 11c$110t11n Ind IUlhor, 111d Alunell 
Ma~, Besclllou, ditec1or of IIMStmtnts, 
Wo,td&,nk 

Sen. ~ R. 8tden (O.Oef.) lnd ~R. 8ldtft Ill 
Soe!J'!ty Slumtn•~I. ISSJStlllt IO the om,dtl'lt, ,nd 

Jacauehne BlumenNI, dittc:tcr, White HouM ~ 
laws Pi-ocr.1m 

Alma 8,own, stftlOt vice c,,aidtnt, °""Y Chlse Sri, 
Ind i,-Y 8town . 

Ptter S-. l)l't5ldtn1. a,own "'° Aisi,s. irld Pace . 
0

0eryck M1UCNft, ~'""';,'~~ 00-a:o. 4 
Ptterson Smitll ~ Ind VaMaucnirt' -t"' · 

r.., 8-. eclrto,"' c:lliel. the New Yotbr Mlpzint, M_ic:hMl McQ.ufy, ,ss,siant to.the~ a111!12... 
ano H1rold Evans, v,ce Clll1r1Nn and ec1,ton11 . --ry;and'Otet1 ~ ~.:ff : .':fl:';.,,,f' 
d-. U.S. News & World llepo,t, 0.ily News, Gerald Mc~. '--1:..-f " ,: . '" . 
Fut Company Ind Alllnt,c Monthly . State, r-:..... ..... '"C.,.l • S/ 

Ronlld Btownsltin, national politicll COITeSl)Qndent, - •"-"' r ,f,J:;J 
U.S. News Ind Wo,1d Report, 1nd Nin, uston, . : b Mc£~--~1 {.- :>1./a, t.1 '°4,-• -• 
K<l;o, -iltf. Los Mlfles Time5 Mapzint ~ . ,' .~Mc()Q,~n, ~ . 

Wlnffl Buffett. chl1t111111 n1 C(O, ~ ~ Reulffl News ScMCt 
wr, Inc., and Suwn Bullett • • cintm ot o.ne 

Ronlkl Wr,ne 8utkle, !ht Yucaipi Cos. • .tind.~ .. Motta Mill&~. 
Burllle ·• • • :,- ''!"' Mtd,wy, founelinc It, . · t. 

T~ M ~n. ,uthor. 111d LucyCIM ;'. Heh ~~~~ .. ~it-~...,.....,~ 
Mars1re1 C.rlson. column,st, Time M1pzine. and Mire 8 . NIII\IIISl)tl, e111,rmi, n 'IAO. ~...t•Fen, ' •· 

Cour,ney Carl$0tl, l~ld cOOtd,nator, LOIS Capps lot M 1-"'j_,...(lf 
Congress c,mp,,en :"· ,no.line . ~!'SIi"· ~1tittn_; •• _ ... 

J1me1 CaMlle, l)Ohtal consuhl"I, 111d Miry Ml!alin, ~ s . .Nye, ·iiun., JOll.O::~' f(iQ,-.~ 
CBS R1d,o talk 1h0wll0St GcMmmenr. ~ ~.hlf,AlrY~~ti 

( le~norCldt, contnbutin1 ec1oto1, Newsweek M,pzine, Eileen Mary:O'Connor.~WNla Aouw..~ 
And ThOmas 8rua,t,s, Wa$h,ng1on bure1u cniel. CNN, ,no~ Bilotta, P«lducer, Ae<;~ , .; .:; 
o-lanoPta,nOuie, Alan J. Pat~. CO;cl)airmin, ~Pl.I~ iM.~ · · 

Wilh1m s. Cohen, secretary ol dtftnse, and Janet IUIIS, Inc: .. -ahd ~ -~ . . . . 
Cchen · CIMld.~t· ·,; i1: ; • .-.:.,,· .. 

John Coolct, ~ w:t p,esidtnt, the Wirt~ Nonn1n J , PatbZ chi' -~~'Ol&'"'11:Lll!4" 
Company,and!MntC:00. .... >- '• -~~;.~~ -~ •~-. M . ,.,_ --. _, ......... ...... _....,._ . r•ttaz, • ." :,-·.·,-.,- ,-, ••• , .,.,:.;;;;-_ . _..,.,._; 

...... ,- ........... --•-•1 "° ·-· ..... .,._, Fedenco-f. • ' •·'· ·· - · •• ,,-,.,,._ ,•t· ' 
d~t. 1ndKer,yt<ennedyQiocno .. · .~~~ . 

Wilham M. Daley. ~ry of commera, 111d 1..0tttt, hn, • • .'• 
Mane 011ey . . .. . t<F~~-rin

0
~ : ~~, M~~~~-. ., Al~ 

Sen. TI-iorna A. OIKll!e (0-S.OJ and I.ind, ~ • ,.,,_.._ • ..... acs..~.~o£: . 

0.scllle . lludll't.andW11111Yltlarm.;~ . ''·m S,ttyOil)t<llldO.-~futsttnbtfl I ,i.. ~lltid,cllli~ni ... · . ' ' ' • 
Sen. Cllrisl~r J. Dodd CD-Conn.) lndJaclat Clla .i-1 Reno fflOinty~. · ' ' ◄ 
JoM Ooetr, P1'1ntl. t<lentr, ~ c...(/ield atld Rd\lrd .R,i.y_ MCINl'f of ,tdu .. ~ .,,~ t 
~,.;; .... e-..,.;..,.. .:z;.,,;...i~ 
R,hm Emanuel, ~ lclvis« to the ~ !r and H-:.,~~..:,_-~..,_. , . , . . '·. 

Amy Rule · vr,..,.._,......,.._ • .,u 
Rtp, Robett R. Elhencltt 10-N.C.) Ind Frye Ethtridce And~ Sehl!! and l<lttnna ~ St -J!.·: :-Mr. 
Colin Michltl Folle, NASA Htronwt, aui51ant cll,ec, WIiiiam ~ setlio<~I albt; CNN"' 

!Or ltecllnoUI) NASA Johnson Space Center. and Dorl Scllnticlt,· .. ' F::l,, , 
RIIOnda Foalt • , 8t(NIO L ~•rtz. ~ and ~Q.,f.cii>i , ._ . 

Hamson FOfd and Mtfiul Mlthiton · . ration. Ind Irene~ :!ii.;~ . 
J, Rich1,o Fredtncks, senior man,crne di-. Na- Eli J. Sep!, l)IIS!dtnl Ind ~ • 

toons~nc MonlCOffltl): Securities. Inds~ ' ·· ~~tcS.·~PJ)YI~~~ '· ~ .,c 
Fredtnclcs _ . . : . 1 ullOtRei.tlOl\$A&!~•" . • ••!. •- •i>'~ 

MlryMeJF11<1Ch,thitfofpt010Clll . ·•·.· : ,• ·. .Donna. £. Sti,1111;~~.i.fA~l ,t~ · ·~•1114· •1:'• 
Alvin From. p,esidlnt, Oemod'at,c Wdtlsl',ip~.- • ncf"-~~~J.~ • •· · · · 

Ind Ginctr From, R.N .. PocomK Home Htalthclie · · -.. ...__....._, • ·• .,•!1-4 .• 
Rep. RICIIIIO A. Gtph,rdl ID-Mo.) and ~ Geo/lard! Gen. ~ry H. Sl?tftcn. d'laillTIIII, Joint chilfl d Slllf, I 
House sc,e,lcer.Ntwt Ginc,lch (R<Ga.J and Marianne .. and~shetlon . .. . . • 

Ginc,lch Wallet H. ~ttill, ?"i".fflln the SIIQtlrlstl;o. .: 
Dlnitt Glickmln, ~I)' of ,cricunln, \flC!.Rhodl ~ l~IOl,(jJll,jib " . I 

GllduMn,del)u1ychiefddto~Qximo SllnM)'~ ' vice Allen'·' 
VaPraidentlndTippe,Gote . •. 'IIICl~li r.r;" s . I 

S1M11ty 8. Gllel\berl. a:o _, l)Ollsttt, Grttnbefl ' Recr111e~<D-•M· Iii' ,.,,...sdllin; 
Resurth lne., Ind Rep. ~ Oelluc'o <O-Con1U · Rodney ~ 5111111'. ~ 

Most_ Re-,. Ftri t Gnswold, p,esidq bis:1101> d lhe '; ·Casandra w~ sl,ii,,;Niniot ,• soa,1•1 
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President Clinton 
points toward a 
computer and · 
British Prime 
MlnlsterTony •• 
Blair stands by as 
senior Marcus 
Baket' takes his, 
tum e-rnalllnc 
students In . 
£neland. In back · 
are stci'dents Dntd 
Moore and Ulllao. _ · 
T~ ·, .· • 

.. ... 

A President and a Prime Minister Come to Blair Hig4 
By Fern Shen 

W~POOISlal!WrilCt 

Students welcomed President 
Clinton and British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair to Mont,omery Blair 
High School yesterday with stomp­
ini cheerleaders and thunderous ap­
plause, though some students com­
plained that school officials invited 
only some students to the pro,ram. · 

Clinton and Blair, who is on a 
three-day visit to the United States. 
came to the Silver Spring school to 
trumpet their support for edddation­
al proirams and watch sb.ldents 
demonstrate their Internet skills. 

the center of the gym and invited the . 
whole student body to the speech, 
squeezing 1,800 students into the 
gym instead of the 1,300 they origi; · 
Dilly planned. 

If there was a scandal threatening 
the presidency, it was nowhere )I> be_ 
seen in the school's tiny ~um. 
where students clutched cameiuind­
shook American flags and Union Jades. 
and screamed "We love you, Billr• •' . · 

Clinton spoke primarily about h}s. 
commitment to makini educational 
opportunities awilable to aD Amen-. 
cans. 

. · .. Sfbool officials said theywere,ot . 
· sure why the ··White House chose 

Blair High School as a stop on th'e: "We just were in your computer 
room and we were e-mailini ~ ­
dents in Eniland!• Clinton marveled, 
to the crowd of about 2,000 students, 
teachers, difnitaries and community 
leaders pthered in the school's 
iYfflll-WWll. 

British leader's visit. but they SJ)CQ!­
lated it was the school's combinifion 
of ethnic diversity and acade;iic. 
ichievement The school has 16 Crowd at Mont,omety Blair c,eets Clinton and Blllt with thundefous app&a-. 

The school squetzed In the student body and several hundNd ~ · . ternifinali!lts in the prestifious Wts­
tlnihouse Science Talent Search this 

"It's really unfair that we couldn't -u, more than any other··1uah Montgomery County schools mar Most students leave school on 
be adept at using new technolOiY, buses after sixth or seventh period, 
but the school system initially was but some stay later to participate in 
stymied by the lofistical cl)allenie of . extracurricular activities, athletics 
accommodating a stud1:11t body~, .and. the. mqnet proifUD for gifted 
ulation of2,600, u well as the seYenf wdenta. 
hundred dipitaries and co!IIDlllDity · Earlier in'"the day students cin:u­
leaders, in a i)'IDilasium with a ca- lated petitions protesting the deci­
pacity of about 2,000. sion, chariiDg that the school's ap-

School officials' initial soJution tQ proach was discriminatory, 
the problem IDiCl'ed students, who . effectiyeJy sbuttini out minoritystu­
complained that&ift.ed students were ' dents and students in·the re,ular . 
allowed to atteud the event. but many f1iib school Pl'"OiRID-
others were shut out School of1icials "I find it rea1Jy unfair that sefflllh­
invited students who were 'still in . and eiptb-period students ftl"e 'the 
school for the eiihth period late in only ooes mvited, • said Erica Kern. 14, 
the afternoon. · a freshman who attended the rally. 
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hl9e full.Blair. inclusioD. • , - , 
School officials'Said they restrid!d school in the Wasbmiton refion.. ,· 

attendance becau'.e of the limited · The other poSSJl>ility is that Blair 
.,._ _ _. the __ _. ·to invite COIIUIIU- might be related to the Mont,omery­
....- ..... ......., Blair after whom the school is 
nity leaden.. They ~ worried that named. He aerved u Postmuter' 
students who ride- buses might be 
stranded at the school after the speech. G_eneral under President ~ 
-·""WelPere·'°mewb~.limitedbythe , _lincoln and ~e from a pro~t 
White House's schedule; they neect-- ;Mlr:!Iand po~~- • 
edtocomeat3p11i.,'iiicft!ieywinted' . · frime Minister Blair did not..,._ 
us to invite all these other people as whether there was any shared ances­
well as make room for press and try, but he told the crowd he was 
~• $lid sqiool system spokes-' aware ofthe ~e coiDci~enoe. 
manBifanJ.".Poz:lt,ri·'. ,._,.;-; ;-·· /. :' 'i :··;: ~-H~saidhewouldreturn to Briwn 

In response to the complimts, Uld pronounce the students 9thor­
school officials removed chairs from oughly worthy of the great name!" 



Blair Begins 
Visit With 
Warm Words 

By Edward Walsh 
\\~•~,-..<itaif V.ntfT 

A cold drizzk grttted Tony Blair at 
the \\-lute House yesterday, but the 
ynuthful British prime minister project­
ed a message of warmth and solicbrity 
to"'.rd the United States and admiration 
for wtm he called the "'real progress" 
achieved by his friend. President Clin­
ton. 

On his &nt official visit here as head 
of the British govmunent, Bbir YO~ 

to back the United States in any military 
showdown with Iraq's President Sad­
dam Hussein, promised to iSSist in 
advancin& the Middle East peace pro­
cess and thanked Clinton for his sup­
port for British efforts to end decades of 
Viole~ iD t-.orthern Ireland. 

But Blair. who drew on Clinton's 
example when be moYed !us ubor 
Party toward the center. reserved his 
v.-rmest words for the American presto 
denL whom be portrayed as-a fellow 
champion of"the radical center." 

·0n so many issues we think alike." 
Blair said. "We are in politics for the 
same thing. 

-0u~"' an ambitious project precise­
ly because it seeks to reach out beyond 
the old boundmes of left and right. 
which the people found to be irrelevaDt 
long before the politicians did." he 
added. ·Ours is the politics of the radical 
center, mmagiDi that vast economic 
and social cbqt that coo!roots us 
rather than allowinf it to manage it.· 

The Blair visit. with its flowing ex­
prnsioas of mutual rapec:t and shared 
goals. was a welcome respite at atWhite 
House that has been under siere for two 
Wtt.ks because of allegations that Clin­
ton had a aexual relationship with for-
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The p,esldent and first lady hoat White House cemnonyfor Brtt1sh Prime MlnilterTonyBlelt and his wife, Cherie. 

~r White House intern Monica S. quoted Clinton as Sl)'Dli "there is~ that Saddam Hussein has to be 
Lewin~. But any hope that the respite lutely oo liibt ~ us" in a shared stopped.• be said. "And ol course we 
would be more than temporary was determination to force Saddam Hussein want to do that by diplomatic means. No 
dispelled at an Oval Office photo oppor- to allow full accus to Uaited Nations one wants a confiict. But the bottom line 
lllllity before the two leaden bepn a weapons inspedjoo teams in lnq. by bas ,ot to be that be is pmoemtd from 
one hour. ~minute "working hmch. • military fon:e if necessary. ~ 1hoee weapoas of mass de-

The first two questions directed at Two officials briefed reporters Wider strudion IDCi brou,tlt back into line 
Clinton coDCfflled Lewinsky. He soalled "British niles" in which • with the agreemems that he entered 
brushed thern aside, assertinf that -J\te spokesmen i>r the two leaders--oor· into.• 
already said that the charges att blse" maDy White House press sec:relJrY Blair beaan his lirst official visit to the 
and dial "there is III onroinr iDYestip- Mike McCurry and Blair's official llnited Sates by alleDdini a breakfast 
lion • spokesman. Alastair CampbeB-cowd meetiDJ ,rilh House members of Irish 

Thecold. wetweatberallbutelimimt- beidentifiedootbyname,butas"of6cial IIICSl'Y- Be told them that the ,oal of 
ed the traditional welcoming cemoooy spokesmen." . reachiniatmtatiYesetllementinNortb-
for a ¥isiJjQg head of aoverument on the The British spokesman tail! Ointoo em lraaDd by May "remains realistic" 
Wh~ House South Lawn. Shielded by ind Blair had "agreed oa a strltqf to aDd that "we are determined to ~ to 
the White House South Portico, Clinton "educate" the U.S. and British publics • that timetable. 
and first lady Hillary Rodlwn Clinton about the siJe of Saddam HusaeiD's Bbir also appealed to the lawmakers 
,rffled Blair aDd his wife. Cherie. and chemical and biolop:al ~ ~ to belpmake c:le2rto the bitteriy divided 
then stood with them only briefty facing na1, to seek a diplomalic solution to the sides in the Northern lrmnd c:ooftic:t 
a damp military honor guud before the stalemate but at the same lime to "that Ill'/ return to violence cannot and 
two a,uples turned and entered the prepare for military ICDOll. will DOt be mornlffllnctd • Late rester· 
White House. The Iraqi leader bas "neve- respood- day Blair met for about an hour with a 

"We apologir.e for the rain, but the . ed to aaydq unless there is the threlt bipartisan if'OUP of c:mi,ressional lead-
sun is shiniDi iD our hearts today of force or occasjonally the me al~- ernt the Capitol 
because you are here.• Clinton said in be added. . :roday, the prime minister is scbed-
his welc:omiDg remarics in the Grand The U.S. spokesman said that Clinton uled to hffe bttaldut with Vtee Presi-
Foyer of the White House. will not ask Cooiress i>r authority to dent Gore aod other U.S. officials at the 

Liu Blair, Clintoo slJ'essed their~ launch I military strike ,caimt lnq. Slate Depar1mmt aDd bold I Deft 
mon. centrist approach to p,enunent "We beliM we ba'fle ample authority cou.ftrenoe with C6DIDD at the White 

· "In both our nations, we blYe movtd to under ex:isnn, law, but we am,, wei- Hou.e. He, Clinton, Gore and a eroop of 
build aP'fflUl)entfor the 21st century mnt expessions of aupport from our U.S. aod British domestic: policyotfidals 
ioini beyond the doemas of the past." Coa,ress." the spokem,eu Rid. will also par1iapatie ill an UDUSUa! "sei» 
be said. Clinton ~ -oaly a pusiae Respondinf to questions before the oar" on domesdc: issues meaot to~ 
refettnce to the stalemate with lnq. On! Ofb l&rnch. Blair l0Ullded more the two leaden' interest and similar 
thankiDi Blair for dispatchina the Brit- determined Ihm Clinton to force S. approacbes to domestic policy. 
ish airaut carrier IDviDcible to the damHussemtolft'euptothetermsaf ToniabtBlair&DdbiswitewillioiDthe 
Pmim Gulf. the U.N. retOlutiom be accepted at the Cintoos at Camp David. bea>mizl( the 

But aca>rdiu( to U.S. and British · end of the 19'31PeniaDGulfW•. lirstfcreieznisi&oraiawedbyClintonto 
of6cials. Iraq was the dominant topic at "lt's ablolulely dear, I tbink, ID fflfl'- the presidential retreat in the Marylaod 
the Clintoo-Blair lunch. A U.S. official body ill the intenwional COIIIIDUllity IIIOWltaim. 

:OJfJ~asJJin9fo!IJost 
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By MARIAN BURROS 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 5 - Invtta• -----------­
tions for tonJ&bt's White House din- servtce from French (presentation 
ner In honor of Prime Minister Tony of platters of food) to American, al­
Blair and h1s Wife, Cherie, have been lowing the chef to create Individual 
the hottest tickets In town - the first plates of fantasy with artfully ar­
chance to see the British Prime Min• ranged gamlsbes. 
Isler and a chance to see the embat• Tonight's main course, for exam-
tied Clintons taking a night off. pie, wes grilled salmon fillet, slices 

One-ffason Invitations were so of stuffed and rolled salmon served 
coveted was that people expected it on seared portobello mushrooms 
to be a ienuinely pleasant occasion, With a tomato shallot fondu and baby 
perhaps even Interesting. vegetables with a balsamic reduc-

Hillary Clinton 
proves to be a 
homemaker on a 
grand scale. ...... . 

.!:d 
0 
0 

It is clear that the Clintoos and the tlon, served on the Reagan tomato-

u 
0 
(1.) 

Blairs (two centrist leaders married red china. The wine was another . . 
to lawyers, each of whom wore loag from Callfomla, a 1995 Swanson San- I leader; Defense Secretary William 
chamn.,one-be•"e eve .. 1 .... dress) not giov-• S. Cohen, and Senator Trent Lon of 

,,_... 16 •-... ......_ : Mississippi. the majority leader, coo-
only have a lot In common but actual- Dessert se,-vt~. however, remains ceded that Iraq was 00 their minds 
ly like each other. And Wuhlngton French, the better to sbo~ off the despite the festivities. ' 
has no shortaie of Anglophiles. pas~ chers fanciful creations. To- But Mr. Spielberg. who said be bad 

It was, In short, not just a dinner nights d~rt, with ~.tip of the hat already called Mr. Clinton to bolster 
that people had to attend. They want• to the English, was Strawberries him during his personal travails 
ed to attend - so many that it was and Cream," handmade chocolate saJd: "We've already sent our mes: 
held In the East Room Instead of the baskets for each table into which the sage of support to him and now ls a 

co 
0/J 

State Dining Room. pastry chef, Roland Mesnier, bad night to have fun." ' 
Besides the-usual political fi&ures, spooned 10 alte tin.. 1 f 

the celebrities included Journalists rna._, ayers O Ms. Streisand saJd she, too, backed 
like Eleanor ~lift of Newsweek, Mar- stra~berry mousse and chocolate, the President and was pleased that 
garet•farlson of Time magazine and toppmg It with Devonshire cream "the American people have shown 
Pe~r Jennings of ABC; John F. Ken- been mixed with lemon curd. great support and good Judgment" ...... 

co 
+-' 
rJl . ~. 

. nedy Jr., who bowed to the Cllntoos The tray of cookies was decorated " We elected him President, not 
and the Blairs; Barbra Streisand, With a chocolate version of Big Ben's Pope .. she said. 
Harrison Ford, Steven Spielberg and clock, made from a mold that did not M;. Clinto11 clearly enjoyed him-
Tom Hanks. . arrive from England witil 10 this self, nashlng numerous " thumbs up" 

With Mr. Hanks at bis side, Mr. morning. two weeks late. At noon, signs and smiling ·frequently. When 
Spielberg recalled attending a Wblte Mr. Mesnler was frantically making he saw Harrison Ford, star of the 
House dinner In honor of Chinese 2.C molds and putting the finishing movie "Air Force One." the Presi-
leaders. "Last time, I felt like For- touches on the lunch desserts, as well dent Joked, "Be's got a better plane 
rest Gump," the movie-maker said. as those for the dinner. than I do," a reference, perhaps, to 
"This time. I brought him... For the last three years the White the substitute Presidential plane that 

Technically, tonight's event was House bas bad a resident wine ex- ran amud recenUy at a Midwestern 
not qulte a state dinner: Mr. Blair ts pert, Daniel Shanks, who ran the airport. 
only the bead of the British Govern- restaurant at the Domatne Chandoo Tonight's toasts were made befo~ 
ment, not head of state. So be rated winery In California and ltnows dinner, another Hillary Clinton 
only a 1~ salute, Instead of the 21 America's best vineyards. change. She felt after41nner toasts 
shots Queen Elizabeth n would have With help from a wine buyer In Interrupted the now of the evening. 
been given. But no one was mmttn& California, the White House is often After dinner, guests went directly to 

Hillary Rodham Clinton. who bu able to serve American wines from a tent erected atop the West Terrace. 
been the first line of defense fo.r her stocks of such limited production The tent came with a guarantee to 
husband durinl the swirl of scandal, • that they seldom make their way into Withstand 70-mile-an-hour winds. 
still took time to oversee the plan- the market TonJgbt's wines were In his toast this evening, Mr. Clln-
niD,g of this dinner, as she does for all Anglo-American, In a sense: Newton ton praised the " special relation-
the White House entertainin&- Vineyards ls owned by Peter New- ship" between the United States and 

From the type of food and style of too, who was bo.m ID London, and Britain. "Our alliance ls strong," he 
Jervtce to the timing of the toast, Swanson Vineyards ls owned by said. " OUr personal friendship Is 
and the location of the rec:eivin& line, Clark Swansoa. whose brother-In- stron&-" . 
the First Lady, whom most Ameri- law, Charles Price, ls a former Am• In warm reply, Mr. Blair referred 
cans do not associate with bome ans, bassador to London. to his visit today to a high school In 
bas left her mark. · As Mr. Scheib prepared for both suburban Maryland, sayin& the teen-

"Mrs. Clinton is very Involved In the dinner and the two lwiches given agers were shouting for President 
the flowers and the table settings," today by Mrs. Clinton and the Prest- - Clinton. "I know I'm not alone in 
said Nancy Clark, chief floral design- dent, he talked about working With supportin& you." Mr. Blair saJd. "I 
er at the White Bouse, " more in• the First Lady: Sbe ls very good, he know the American people support 
volved than any other First Lady, said, about 000~ her likes and you, too." 
even Mrs. Reagan. I get samples of dislikes. . Then Mr. Blair compared Mrs. 
flowers and tablecloths and china "For·blgh-profile dinners like this Clinton to Diana. Princess of Wales, 
and set them up and Mrs. Clinton one. she does many tastings," be saying the two possessed similar 
comes and looks and says, 'I would sald. "She Is very specific, telling you "qualities of di&n1tY and grace." 
like to move the rust and move the what somethiJI& needs more of." Elton John ancf Stevie Wonder, 
cream.' "She has a pretty &OOd eye." The cost d the food, wine and rock-and-rollers for baby boomers, 

Even for an event as structured as servtce for tonight's dinner was estl· entertaioed. Stevie Wooder sq a 
a White Bouse dinner, each Adminis- mated by local caterers at $200 a medley for Mn. Blair, Including 
tration puts its own stamp on the perscm, not including flowers, place "Cherie Amour." 
style. Mrs. Clinton has made more cards, Invitations and cocktails. Champape and dancln& followed 
changes than any First Lady sJDce Cocktails, served In the State Din.in& • In the Grand Foyer and Cross Hall 
J~ Kennedy replaced the U- Room, were wine, sparking water The last time the West Terrace was . 
shaped tables wtth small round ta• and Juices, with mixed l1rinks oo used was for a party given by the 
bles and reduced the number of demand. Nixons' daughter PatriciL 
courses to four, from five. Tonight's dinner was hardly the During the Nbaxi·Administration, 

After a disastrous year with a first to take place In an aura of cigarettes and ashtrays were on the 
French chef left over from tbe pl'ffi- crisis: Lyndon B. Johnson was tables, and cigars were passed after 
ous Admlnistration, Mrs. Clinton was bogged down In Vietnam when he dinner with liqueurs. The Reagans 
determined to find an American to entertained the Shah of Iran; Jlmmy remC?Vf:d the ctaarettes; the Bushes 
cook American food that would be Carter bad to contend with the hos- b~ the ashtrays. The Cllntom 
lighter and ·tresber than the usual tages In Iran at a state dinner in banished tobacco. 
cream and butter-based sauces. honor of the Prime Minister of Ire- During the Ointon era, several 

Toni&ht's first course was Boney land. And If Mr. Clinton has to worry nervous performers have been spot· 
Man,o Glazed Chicken, served with about Saddam Hussein's conduct, as ted outside under the portico putflng 
a 1995 Newton Cbardonnay from cat- . well as questions about his own, away .before they ao on. But there 
ifomia. By contrast, for a typical those considerations did not get tn are no more bums In the carpet 
.state dinner during the Nwm AdmJn. the way tonight 
1strat1on, tbe first course was Le Representative Dick Gephardt of 
Sau.man La Fayette. accompanied by Missouri, the Democrati~ minority 
a 1966 Puligny-Montracbet. 1be 
Jobmons served vtcbysoisse; the 
Reaaans, lobster mousse. 

Walter. Scheib, who arrived as chef 
In l~. ialso changed the style of 

lbeNeurUork.~uus · 
FRIDAY, FBBRUARY 6, 1998 
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Agence France-Presse 

President Clinton welcomed Prime Minister Tony Blair to Washington 
yesterday, and later the two joined a banquet full of other Anglophiles. 

SbtNturffotk ltimtti-
FRIDA Y, FEBRUARY 6, 1998 
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Blair's wife. set for time 
in spotlight with Hillary 
By Martin Kettle 
LONDON GUARDIAN 

British prime ministers have 
been warmly welcomed by Amer­
ican presidents many times, but 
this week ·s Washington visit will be 
the first in which a prime minis­
ter's spouse will play such a high­
profile role .alongside America's 
first ladr. . · 

Cherie Blair and Hillary Rod- · 
ham Clinton will meet several 

Altlwugh Cherie Blair . 
and Hillary Rodham 
Cllnton share many 
things in commo,; 
they also differ in 
many respects, too. 

times h~tween the Blairs' arrival bining family and fame-they also 
tomorrow at Andrews Air Force differ in many respects, too. 
Base · and their departure Satur- Mrs. Clinton is a politician in her 
day. ()WO right; with her own staff, and 

As well as attending the wel- has always been a central figure in 
comes and dinners that are the the Clinton White House. She wu 
centerpieces of the formal side of given responsibility for the failed 
the visit, the two women will attend health care reform package in her 
policy seminars, make visits to see husband's first term and bas led' 
aspects of the American legal sys- the public fight against the pres­
tern and join their husbands away ident's accusers in the onaoinc . 
from the media glare when the Monica Lewinsky affair. 
Blairs join the Clintons at Camp Mrs. Blair is a crucial behind· . 
David on Friday. jg:~ the-scenes figure in the Bi.Ir ,av• 1 

Although Mrs. Blair and . ernment, but· she plays no ,J>ublic 
Clinton share many things in •· political role at all. She-tod'ttanda 
mon - including successful ca- · by her man,"but willke Mrs. Clin• · 
reers in law, a lifelong interest in .ton, sl)e doesn't tiave to give inter• 
politics; and the problems of com- views about it. 



' . ... -... -..... ··-·---·------- ·· 

· I Public vs. private lives 
.. · •Wasn't It only a few yeari age> 
femlnbts were lnslatina that we . 
had the rigbt ~ ,know ~~t ~ · 
sexual habitl ot ctarenc:6,, " 
Thomas?~. Mo)Jy Ivins, a · . r: 
feminist joumalist in 'lbas, de­
clares in her' cowboy oroee style: 
'I, for-one; dd not thlnk-tbe pres­
ident's eex life. bas squat to do 
wtth1hie'job:1 '·•• ';/ · • • e 

·;· '.'I ~ .-i-thhdt Americana . 
had ~ry right .to~ that· . ·, 
~4eotJ~ ~ -~hav· 
tng.an affair with a.l,WJa-moll • . · 
Kennedy'i. ~libido ·80 care~ 
full ' . ivtec:tect.&y the ~t Ser­v1J ~bS,:ci-otry ~Uata, '. 
J~~ the entire nation. : . . 
l say'this _, a·~ man. 
All my. •t~··hete~ ~rica 
huirtk.-t11lfl'IW a itraliht fine · 
be~ri ttit priva~· ilnd_publlc . 
life' ·· · ·,· · · ·,· .. ·: : · · 

.. ~ :Americans, t fear, are· 
Inclined to live with a disparity 
between.the.pubUc.aod the.Pd· . 

~-~1~1r-"~~;-.c-·:. 
woitlett.· 1 mo,,; tolerate the:spec- • 
tacle of a feinlnilt prealdeni -~ 

. ~ re~e. iJibordina~. · . - \. .. . . 

. .,...._.... . . 

CULUJRE, et cetem 
. . . ' 

HIiiary Rodham ~lnton · 

emerging from church, Bible in 
hand ... . Hillary CUnton may be 
the problem. ••. She tolerates her 
husband the way a Victorian wife 
tolerated male mlabehavlor and 
arrogance. · 

"She smiles. She atands by her 
man, ~ M turni his.puppy · 
eyes toward the camera and in­
sists he never bad a 12-year affair 
with Gennifer. Ftowera, she nods. 
She wants the public~ too 

'.~ •~•otou~. I 
TUESDAY, ~iiku.Afey 3,' 1998 ·I· 

~ • I 

Steven Spielberg 

Joadson. Reviewers have noted 
two things about this character. 
First, that he is entirely fictional. 
... Second, that he is an empty 
vessel, leaving Morgan Freeman 
'seriously underused' .. . in an · 
'underwritten role! .. . 

"Having established these two 
salient points, however, no critic 
has asked why Spielberg went to 
the bothe r or having Theodore 
Joadson at all. The answer is ob• 
vious: He is necessary to main­
tain a racial quota. Amistad never 
departs from a strict one-to-one 
ratio between black and white 
lead characters . .. . 

"In point of fact, Amistad does 
not challenge the racial stereo­
types that distor t contemporary 
American discussions or race. 
Mirroring our mendacious sys­
tem or counting by race, of which 
it is a faithful expression, it con-

. firms and extends those stereo­
types. What is more, it will go on 
doing so for years to come .. . For 
the foreseeable future, Amistad is 
destined to be shown to our chil• 
dren as the featured movie of 
Black History Month. By this 
means and others, Steven Spiel­
berg's film will long contribute to 
making it harder and harder for 
us to tell the truth, either about 
our history or about ourselves." 
- Gary Rosen, writing on " .:4mis­
tad' and the A.buse of History," in 
the February issue of Commen­
tary 

• 



THE FIRST LADY 

• Far Fr~m Home, ·an Ideal Crowd at Last 
lly EDMUND L ANDREWS of whom Aid today that they could 

DAVOS, Switzerland. Feb. 2 - For not comprehend Will the possibility 
a Flnt Lady who had spent the last of sexual liaisons by a poliUca,l lead­
two weeks fending off accusations of er would create such a furor. And It 
her husband's lnfldellty, tt might wu an audience of executives lllte 
have been the perfect audience.. William H. Gates, chairman of the 

Hillary Rodham Clinton wu the Microsoft Corporation, who have had 
star speaker torilght at the World their own battles with unruly news 

(!?'l Economic Porum. the annual aather• organizations and who more than 
'-f i:;r Ing here In this luxul"J Alptne sld sympathlt.ed with the First Lady's '::: ~ I resort for chief execut.lws and polltl• . decision to tum down all requests to 
~ ~ cal leaden from around the world speak with the press here. 
t, ~~ And for a few hours she wu amoni "Obviously we are In a different 
"' ~ kindred spirits • world than youn," Michel Bon; 
~ ~ ' · Mrs. Clinton ~u applauded warm- chairman of France Telecom, saJd In 
~JtU lyforherspeech.on "lndtvldual and 
ll1 ~ CoUecUve Priorities for the 21st Cen-
~ tury," In which she told of a need to S'Lr•efJ_J from the 
~ : strengthen " ctvll IOClety." Durtna n 1aeu 
~ IQ) the question period. no one even hint• 
~ ~~ ed at names lllte Monica S. ~ "" ! or Paula Corbin Jones. Klaus 
:;; Schwab, host of the gathertng. In~ 
~ -. dpced her u "the most remarkable, 

vc tl'le most courqeoua woman of our 
times." · . · 

The Flnt Lady offere4 very llttle 
beyond a bland appeal for coopera• 
lion among government. business 
and society. In the closest she came 
to a reference to the uproar In Wash· 
lngton, she warned elllptJcally that 
the American media might be under• 
mining clvtl society by forcing a rush 
to quick Judgments. . · 

"The pressure for Instant, slmulta• 
neous Judgment." she Aid. "la tum• 
Ing people away from being act;Jve 
cit lzens ... 

· Then, apparently referrlni to pop­
ular culture and entertainment. she 
went on to criticize " consumer capl• 
tallsm" and a " media that ,tresses 
short-tenn capitalism." 

Her audience wu more than 1lm•. 
ply polite. It wu also an audience 
made up largely of Europeans. many 

preu, at leaat 
for now. 

an inte~w. "Look at the whole 
. experience with President F~ 

Mitterrand, who had a mistress and 
a daughter by that mistress, who 
were living In an apartment paid by 
the Government- and that was very 
good." 

Mr. Bon, one of about 100 people 
Invited to dinner with Mrs. Clinton on 
Sunday night. confessed that he had 
been charmed by her. 

" You know," he said with a shy 
smile, "she really la very beautiful" 

Mn: Clinton arrived here on Sun­
day evening but. until her speech 
tonight. remained shielded from pub­
lie view by the World Economic For• 
um's well-oiled machine for protect­
Ing celebrities who ,want their pri­
vacy. The confere~ ball here ls 
Inundated 'at all times by guards 
armed ·with machine guns. Although 

public attention Is usually focused ,on 
the speeches and the seminars, the 
real talking and deal-making h4!1re 
t~e place In meetings and at me11ls 
behind closed doors. 

When CBS News asked for perm1ls­
slon to set up a camera in order to 
Interview executives leaving after 
Mrs. Clinton's speech, Mr. Schwab, 
the host. flatly refused. 

Although Europeans of all strl1?es 
routinely snicker at what they con­
sider American prudishness, they 
have followed the Lewinsky eplsiode 
with almost the same relish for de­
tall u Americans. As the partici­
pants here relax between discussions 
of the Asian financlal crisis or gloll>al· 
LzatJon, their conversations haveJ In­
evitably drifted to the most rec:ent 
comments by Ms. Lewinsky's law,yer 
and to speculaOon about President 
Clinton's ability to survive In office. 

Perhaps u a result, Mrs. Clinton 
avoided both the fabulous .skllnJg at 
Davos and most cooference actlvt­
~les. After arriving here from Lu• 
ceme, where she had visited a school 
and allowed herself to be photo­
graphed with local children, she 
made a point of keeping out of: the 
public eye. Today, a spokeswoman 
for the First Lady said, Mrs. Cll.nton 
stayed 1ecluded In her hotel room In 
order to prepare her speech. 

NJ In other recent appeara1nces, 
she spoke calmly and betrayed no 
hint of anxiety. But she also sh1>wed 
no signs of humor. She made no 
Jokes, and smiled only occasion.ally. 

"There ls no doubt that WE! are 
creatlng a consumer culture that 
could undermine both capltallsnn and 
civil society," she said In response to 
a questJon about the lmpa_ct of J,mer• 
lean culture. Taking what appeared 
lo be an oblique swipe at the fre:nzled 
coverage of the Lewinsky CH!, she 

· RMen ' 

Hillary Rodham Clinton addressed the Wo:-:d Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerla nd, last nigh t. having 
been Introduced by the host as "the most rc:narfcable, the most courageo us woman or our times." 

denounced the "pressure for Instant, 
.simultaneous Judgment" 

She then appeared to shift her fo­
cus to the entertainment medlL " Be­
cause we have a very broad under­
standing of the First Amendment," 
she said, American children are be­
Ing exposed to an "unstoppable" 
message or "Instant materialist 
pleasure." 

The reaction here to Mrs. Clinton's 
speech was muted but positive. In­
deed, the biggest status symbol or 
this conference for the rich and the 
powerful was an Invitation to the 

dinner ~th her. 
" After Reagan and Bush, the 

Amerlcms should be happy to have 
people t::ce Clinton and his wife, be­
cause c least they tiave brought 
some hamanlty to the Presidency," 
satd Unu.la Engelen-Kefer, deputy 
chairwoman of the umbrella group 
for German labor unions. 

"It's ridiculous, absolutely ridicu­
lous," M.s. Engelen-Kefer continued, 
echoln& the amazement of others 
that evm the possibility of a sexual 
affair c:uld generate such a furor. 
" This hq,ens all the time here: It's 

no big thing. The only moral question: 
Is whether politics and sex have be•; 
come mixed up," or whether liny, 
sexual contact between Mr. Clinton• 
and Ms. Lewinsky "was forced." ' 

At least so far, Ms. Engelen•Kefer 
said, "the whole thing Is a show." ~ 

Mrs. Clinton as well seemed to, 
suggest a pragmatic approach to 
politics and governing, saying there 
was neither a perfect marketplace 
nor' a perfect government. 

" We have to work with hum11.~ 
beings as we find them," she said. 



From a Friend Indeed, 
Clinton Awaits a Visit 

By WARREN HOGE columns at one end and three brass 
LONDON, 1'eb. 2 _ The trip was chandeliers spaced along the celling. 

planned months ago, but It Is hard to -...... Busts of Benjamin Disraeli and 
think of a world leader whom Presi- William Pitt stare out from either 
dent Clinton would be luckier to have side of the entrance as a reminder of 
as his White ·aouse guest this week what British prime ministers used to 
than Tony Blair. look like before the present Informal 

Hn nrrlv"' 111 Wn11hl11Kl1111 1111 lnr umhenl. A r,ort rnll nr n l.nhor 
Wcdnosdoy fur u thnuly four-duy vi»· Pnmu M1111:11ur, Clu111u111 Attlct•, lms 
It that ts expected to put on further been hung In the space thut during 
display the remarkable camaraderie John Major's term bore the likeness 
between the pc;»pular ◄.-year-old New of a Conservative, Stanley Baldwin, 
Labor Prime: Minlster and his em- and during Margaret Thatcher's 
battled 51-~~ld New Democrat years bore a picture of Churchill 
counterpart. The visit also brin&s to It ls only flve years since Mr. Blair · 
the President's side the leader of the - then the shadow home affairs min­
only natton to pledge milltary assist~ lster from a party that had lost four 
ance 1n Iraq at a moment when a . straight general elections - went to 
strike on Saddam Hussein appears Wasb.lngton and watched the Demo­
lncreastngly imminent crats prepare for the first tnaugura. 

"I freely confess to you that I tion of their lnvtgorattng new leader, 
happen to have a high regard for Bill Bill Clinton. The two men didn' t even 
Clinton,". Prime Minister Blair said meet then. 
today 1n a -shirt-sleeves Interview in Mr. Blair returned to Britain and a 
his private office. "I am delighted to year later became the leader of La­
call Bill CUntoo a friend, and I be- bor with an aggressive agenda: to 
lleve what's more Important than shed Its socialist past and tum It lnto 
anythlns else Is that he does a good a center-left group willlng to lend an 
Job as a President. and for that he ear to business and dedicated to cap­
deserves all our support. so It's as turln& the middle class which had 
simple as tharreally." seen the Conservatives 'as the only 

Mr. Blair said he suspected that party that encouraged opportunity. 
the sudden growth of support for the That transformation swept Mr. 
President during the last week came Blair and his party lnto office last 
from voters' impatience with"~ 
gant politicians and ·arrogant me-

Tony Blair lashes 
out at 'gossip 
column' politics. 

"---,.,_,_ 
Prime Minister Tony Blair arrives 
this week in Washington. 

Cabinet members from the social 
policy field. He Is to be feted at a 
dinner Wednesday night; have a 
working meeting at the White House 
and a visit to Congress on Thursday; 
breakfast at the State· Department 
and give a news conference with the 
President on Friday, and possibly 
participate Saturday in the Pres!­
dent's weekly radio address. 

On Iraq Mr. Blair reiterated the 
British commitment. saying, "We 
will obviously want to give support in 
any way that"is possible and feasible 
for us because we believe very, very 
clearly that at the end of the gulf war 
certain conditions were laid down for 
the way that Saddam Hussein con­
ducted himself and those conditions 
have to be met. and If they are not 
met there will be far greater trouble 
In the world to come." 

He praised Mr. Clinton's backing 
for British and Irish efforts to 

dia" wbo, be said, like to "try to 
reverse the outcot11e of elections.•• 
He fully expected to encounter a 
President "'focus1ng on the btg pic­
ture." be said. and not " sidetracked 
by all that stuff which may be inter­
esttng to some parts of the medlL" 
He added, "Pollttcs shouldn't be run 
at the. level of a gossip column." 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Blair have 
frequently been compared because 
of the commonalities of their youth­
fulness, their appeUtes for policy dis­
cussions, their movlng their parties 
more to the pollttcal center and their 
emphasis on aovemment's shaptn& 
,Sddal pollde:s 1n an era of global 
economic prcuur• nnd puhllc di• 
ULllle fur lwtell and 1pcndh11. 

achieve a settlement 1n Northern Ire­
May 1 with a majority of 179 In land, saying the President had been 
Parliament He set out on an ambi- "absolutely as solid as a rock on It all 
tlous and acttvist program of social . the way through." In answer to a 
change and an attempt to settle the question about an accusation from a 
bloody conruct 1n Northern Ireland former United States Ambassador, 
that have given him the htgbest Job Raymond G. R. Seitz, that the British 
approval ratings of any British suspected the White House of leaking 
prime mlnli1ter In history. security Information to the lrlsh Re-

In the area where the President Is 
presently most wlnerable, the con­
duct of bis perscoal and family llfe, 
Mr. Blair ts unassailable, and Britilh 
commentaton In recent days have 
been 1peculat1na on how tho Prime. 
M1n1ster mlpt turn thls to bls ld­
vantqe durtn& the.coming vtJlt. 1be 
notloll clearly mates Mr. Blair un­
comfortable. 

"I do not presume in any way to 
interfere wttb tbe American political 
process." be said. "I've made clear 
my support for tbe President, and let 
me say at.ODCe I've never pretended 
to be any better or different than 
anyone else." . . 

Mr. Blair loots very much at home 
after nine mmtbs ID 10 Downin& 
Street. wortctag wttb Jacket off In a 
1lde room off the main entrance cor­
ridor. PuttlD& bis Jacket on. be greets 
guests or Government ministers in 
the cream-colored Cabinet room 
next door, With Its two Outed white 

Mr. t:111111111 111lc1t1tl IA11111t111 111 hlK 111111111•1111 Army 111 1h11 1•111·1y yr,111·11 ur 
lllnerary IHI a vlsll lo Europe last U1c Clinton Admlnlstrutlon. he said, 
June, and he and Mr. Blair emerged " I can't speak for the past because I 
from 10 Downtng Street to give a am not In a position to do so, but as 
news conference 1n the Rose Garden far as I am concerned, there are no 
that was much commented on for Its problems on that score at all." 
quollty or mutual odmlrotlon, Ho sold ho AOW Rrllnln a, o 

Two months ago, Hillary Rodham "bridge between the U.S. and Eu­
Clinton came to Northern Ireland rope" and reslsted the notion that 
and England 'Vitb several Admin1s- Britain's perceived closeness to 
tratioo otndals and spent a weekend America prejudiced Its relations 
at Cllequers, the · official retreat. with Europe. "It ts not Just Britain 
Along with Mr. Blair and his wife, who stands as ari American friend," 
Cherie. who ts a noted lawyer and be S;ald, adding, "Europeans I can 
part-time Judge, a group of Cabinet tell you. the ones tbat I talk to, are 
members &atbered for an extended ~ 100 percent behind a strong 
discussloa of common IOclal policy relattonsbtp wltb the U.S." • 
~enges Uke juvenile crime, wel- On Bosnia be said: "I would say to 
tare to work, school class atzes," child the American people that lt ts actual· 
care and public health. ly important that you are 1n Bosnia. 

Emblematic . of thls unusually It may seem distant and far away, 
close assoctatton,. a stm1lar session but If we had let the posslbWty pass 
has been scheduled for the Preslden- of getting involved there and we bad 
Ual retreat at camp David on Satur- let that cMl war explode and spread, 
day, and Mr. Blair has chosen as his we would have had a real problem on 
Government companions for the trip our hands for the whole of Europe." 

~btNtur Uork ~tmt, 
TUBSDA Y, FEBRUARY 3, 1998 
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·A crisis in diplomacy - for the media 
The media might feel uncomfortable asking President Clinton personal 
questions while he's with the British prime minister. But they'll do it anyway. 

By Manha T. Moore 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - For the 
second time since allegations 
about llis personal life sur• 
raced. President Ointon faces 
the media today with a world 
leader by his side. And for the 
second lime. world affairs are 
likely to take second place to 
sex and scandal. 

Clinton's news conference 
with British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair. at 11 a.m. ET, is to 
be earned bve on broadcast 
networks and Q!ble chancels. 

In an earlier uncomronable 
mix of domestic scandal and 
imemauonal diplomacy, Clin­
ton fielded quesuons aboUt aJ. 
legauons of an affair with a for• 
mer White House intern at his 
appearance Jan. 22 with PLO 
leader Vasser Arafat To many 
who watched on television, it 
was an embarrassing moment 

1'or,etheless. Helen Thomas 
of UPI predicts the topic or 
Clinton·s personal life will 
come up today "ln spades." 

Thomas. who gets to ask 'the 
::r.,t Guesuon. says she "abso­
lutely"" will raise the to;>Jc. wu 
we want to win a popularity 
contest with the public or the 
'1dministration we won't ask. 
but we·ve got t0," 

In a v. lme House anempt to 
~bsorb ~me or the onslaughl 
Clinton fielded media ques­
; ;ons Thursday at a photo ses­
•ion IA'ith Blair In the Oval or­
:'ice. That tacuc is similar to 
,,ne used last October, when 
Clinton answered questions 
.-·hilt nymg to Brazil about al· 
•<'2aunn.< or 1llega1 campaign 
iund-raismg. But at his Joint 
:iews conrerence with Brazil• 
;an Presidelll Fernando Henri-
1ue Cardoso, questions resur­
.-a ced anyway, much to 
Qinton·s annoyance. 

On Thursday. three or eight 

1 ... ~~:.;t:~~--•f .:.;.~'..~ -.J.:;;,:~~ 
.,~ ~ ...,.~.:. ~~"l '!,t~ ~~~ ­.. ~~• _·;~ ~:::-'"': .. ):~~;) 

... ·~,,.:--, , .,..•~..:"'·"" 

~- . 
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J. ­Touchy topics: President Cknton and Britain's Tony Blair, meeli..,g in the Oval Olf'10e Tht.nday, ~ a 
news conference today But quesuons for Clinton on tenSions overseas are likely to take a bad< seat 

questions from the U.S. media 
were on the scandal. The rest 
were on tniq. 

CNN's Wolf Blitzer ftred off 
the ftrst query. MWe've been 
asking the president politically 
embarrassing questions ever 
Slllce he lOOk office ftve years 
ago. with foreign leaders." he 
says. "Sometimes it's not pretty 
the way we do our work; some- · 
times i t's acrimonious. But 

,yiars the way we do it· 
White House press secretary 

. Mike Mccurry downplayed 
any p(Sible squeamish J'eaC· 
lion. "Tbe country knows you 
are pursuing" the Monica 
Lewinsky story, he said. "They 
expect that" But some report• 
ffl are still sensitive to asking 

about domestic affai:s in tbe 
presence or a foreign leader. 

" It's a ticklish situation, 
When the president is SlaDdini 
with a roreign leader, to ask 
such a personal question," Sll)'S 
Terry Hunl who covers the 
White House ror Toe .M10clat· 
ed Press. "You go in with a 
half-<lozen or a dozen ques-­
lions. you see what the tem­
perature Is." 

But the White House press 
corps is dymg for a chance to 
ask Clinton anything. Until 
Blair's appeAnnce with the 
president Thursday, It bad 
been more than 10 days since 
they got the chance to ask the 
president a question, even a 
shouted one. 

"It's unlonunatet CBS' ScoU 
Pelley says. "But that's the po, 
sltlon we're left in." 

Protocol Is likely to require 
that each pns corps - U.S. 
and British - lake turns asldng 
questions. 

'1 tbinlt out of counesy we'll 
let the American media ask 
questions (about the allega­
tions) until they're exhausted 
or run out or ideas," ~ Jer. 
emy Thompson of Britain's Sky 
lv. "If we feel we have a dlf. 
ferent approach. to It. we.(NIU 
cenalnly help them out as 
needs be." 

Contribu~ Haya El Nasser 
and SUsan Page 

►More~1A,IA 
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Iraq's call for 
'Olympic truce' 
quickly scorned 
By Susan Page 
and Lee Michael Katz 
USA TODAY 

M a tllird US. aircraft 
carrier and 2.200 Marines 
were dispatched to the Per• 
sian Gulf. President Clinton 
and visiting British Prime 
Mlnlster Tony Blair vowed 
to use military force if diplo­
macy fails to bring about un­
conditional weapons inspec­
tions In Iraq. 

M the cloclc seemed to be 
licking toward a new bomb­
ing ~ Iraq's U.N. 
ambasador called for the 
United States to honor the 
traditional ~otympic truce" 
and not bomb Iraq during 
the Winter Games. which 
start today and run through 
Feb. 22. "I think the Olym• 
pie spirit will have to be re­
speded," · N'IZM Hamdoon 
said in an Interview. 

But the White House and 
10· Downing Street dis• 
mmed the idea the Olym­
pia would affect timing. 

Objections to a military 
operation also were raised 
by Russian President Boris 
~!!Sin. who warned for the 
second time in two days that 
a militaJy strike could spark 
a world war. 

Clinton said a military ~ 
eralion wouldn't aim to re­
move Iraqi President Sad­
dam Hussein from power, , 
as some GOP c:oneresslonal 
leaders have urpd. "Tbal Is 
not wbat the (U.N.) bas au­
thorized us to do," be said. 



• 

Clinton ·hails a '21st century allian
1
ce' 

1n forging a new Europe." 
Mr Clinton looked tense 

alongside the prime minister 
1n the Oval Office as journal­

Britain and the US are tsts ftred questions at him 
f orgtng · a "21st century alll- about the investigation Into 
ance", President Blll Clinton his alleged relationship with 
proclaimed yesterday as he Monica Lewinsky. 
welcomed Tony Blair, .the He reiterated his denials 
British prime minister, to and said it would be wrong 
the US. to comment whtle the inves-

By Robert Peston, 
Polltlcal Editor, 
lnWaahlngton 

Rewarding Mr Blair for his ttgation was ln progress. 
support during the turbu- _ Earlier' Mr Blair had given 
lence over his alleged sexual him much-needed succour, 
liaison with a former White when he said Mr Clinton had 
House employee, Mr Clinton ."always conducted himself 
sald "a new Britain and a with strength, determination 
new, America" could "blaze and integrity". 
new paths for the world". Mr Blair also attempted to 

The US president risked deflect the media from its 
annoying other European obsession with the private 
governments when he· said: lives of politicians on both 
"Britain is t~e clear leader sides of the Atlantic. People 

should put to one side "dlffl­
. cultles in personal llves" and 
concentrate on governments' 
achievements, he said. 

His spokesman said Mr 
Blair's remarks applied 
equally to Robin Cook -
whom he described as .an 
"outstanding foreign secre­
tary" - and Mr Cook's much­
publicised divorce arid 
long-standing relationship 
with his aide, Gaynor Regan. 

At the White House cere­
mony welcoming Mr Blair, 
Mr Clinton said the two 
countries would "stand 
together for peace" and 
would jointly confront the 
economic challenges of glo­
balisation. 

He compared Mr Blair 
with the "earliest English 
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settlers who came to this 
country" because he was 
showing "the foresight, the 
imagination, the daring to 
envision a new world and 
the determination to make 
that vision real". 

Mr Clinton also <leliber­
ately revived the idea of a 
special relationship between 
the two countries, much 
touted in the 1980s when 
Margaret Thatcher and Ron­
ald Reagan were the respec­
tive government . heads, by 
saying it had never ended. 

Mr Blair and he were "sort 
of on the same w~velength" 
and he felt "very good" 
about the relatlonship. 

The UK prime minister 
was not quite so effusive, 
but he said he. was "confi-

. . 
dent of strengthening the 
bonds that tle us together 
and building a new transat­
lantic relationship founded 
on the successful modemtsa- ! 

tlon of our two countries". 
He also distanced himself 

from remarks by -Lord 
Irvine, the Lord Chancellor, 
to the effect that the enact­
ment into British law of the 

. European convention of 
human rights would circum­
scribe the ablllty of the 
m·edia to examine the pri­
vate lives of politicians. 

His spokesman said Mr 
Blair was completely com­
mitted to self-regulation in 
this area. ''There won't be a 
privacy law either by the 
front door or the back door.''. 
he said. 



New Special Relationship: 
A Deft Defense of Clinton 

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE record for anyone." 
W ASHlNGTON, Feb. 6 - Tony Mr. Blair had been Interpreted' to 

Blair gave a whole new meaning this -~mericans as a protege or Mr. Clln­
week to the "special relatlon~hlp" ton, a member or the postwar gener­
that has defined British-American ation who copied ~r. Clinton's sue­
relations since Churchlll and Roose- cessful formula In moving his party 
velt joined forces agal~st the t-(azls to t!Je ce~ter.!:But somewhere durl!lg 
1~1W,o,~ld War 11. ,,\ •\ ·1 · ,, , this. Yl~lt1J he dYMIDI¢. changed be· 

• • 
1
•
1
~n,~.f<i\l[~ay v1s,t9'.oe.tt\l1'1tst to \t1W~Qlt11b.144tyealr-o\c'.t 

1Mf.11Blalt01lhd 
:iH~. ·.C'apffiil. since. his ,eleoUGftl, last c .. lM<.6,lrolea~tMNl4Jtmtbft\t\litW'Mr . 
. May, the cheerful British Prime Min• Blair no longer seemed the Initiate. 
'fster 'provided a mueh•"~ed~d:;emd- "' OOrlng·-thelr ·newsl:confererice iij. 
'tloh~I lift I for the 'Atherl~ah :1p'J•esl- lltiy1s M'r!Ptllntoltt~.'l(f~ltl~idf' I ajl­
dent, who has been. Increasingly be- pearlng relaxed, expansive and pollt­
sleged over reports of ·a sex scandal. lcally deft belonged to Mr. Blair. 

And Mr. Blair, who last year gave Andrew J. Pierre, a professor of 
valuable public relations advice to international relations at the School 
the royal family after the death of of Advanced International Studies at 
Princess Diana, offered such a ring- Johns Hopkins University, said that 
IJ'lg defense of Mr. Clinton that he because of the timing of the visit -
seemed to be performing a slmllar as tensions build over Iraq - Mr. · 
rescue mission. ., Blair had "nothing to lose" in hls 

At their joint news conference to- strong defense of Mr. Clinton. 
day, Mr. Blair was asked If his forth- "To the extent that Blair builds up 
right defense of Mr. Clinton was a Clinton, It's money In the bank, lt's 
"politically risky ,strategy:" political capital, and It won't be for• 

"I've said It because I believed It gotten. When the day comes that 
and ·because I think It Is the right Blair Is In trouble - and I'm not 
thing to do," Mr: Blair answered suggesting It wlll-be the same kind of 
without hesitation. trouble - Clinton will go out and. 

"In the end, you either decide ln support him." 
politics, when you're asked about "It's of value to Blair domestically 
people, you're going to say how you because· It puts him on the broader 
actually feel or you're going to make · _world _stage, It gives British dlplom,~­
a whole series. of calculations," he , .~Y a_'new elan to once again be 'l,n 
went on. "And my belief ls that the · · tandem with the leader of the fr~ 
right .thing to say ls what you feel. world," Mr: Pierre ~aid. "A~d lt's .. a 
And I happen to think - I don't know· - go:ds~n~ to Clln~n._ It gives him a fe':' 
whether It's my place to say If or not light hc:,urs." ' •· · .- · · · ·· 
- that-If you · look at the American An=h y Cary, a spokesman ·for 
economy, you look at the respect · · the Br sh Embassy, basklng.-ln the 
with which America Is held right · -afte ow of the news conference, · . 
round the world today, If you look at sald: "It was no great su·rprlse to us. 
ttie standing ~d authority of the ·People on the Ol.ltslde are saying that 
~re~l~':"l1, lt's ua pretty ,~mpres~lve, Blf\f,,~I!~ dellbera~~ly being~ _u~: 

. ~~n 

The· Clintons ·and the Blairs visited the Franklin D. Roosevelt memorial in Washington yesterday. The Prime 
Minister, regarded as something of a Clinton protege, used the trip to step out of the President's shadow. 

brellla or a ' life raft, or that their 
rela1t1onshlp blossomed because· 
theiie was_ a particular need on one 
side .. ,But that Is only because of the 
domestic ··context. There Is a very 
goool personal chemistry between 
thenll and e good flt of their agen­
das.'" 
. · Te;Klay Mr: and .Mrs. Clinton took 
Mr: Blair-and his wife, Cherie, on a 
tour of ~e new memorial. here to 
i::ranklln -_D. _Roo~velt. Tonight the 
Blalirs hea'ded to .Camp David for a 
prJY,1~~e., .tnt9&{tlal 1 .~•~!'~h .. w.tib..,the 

Cllntons and the Gores. The Blalrs 
are to fly back to London on Satur-
day morning. . · 

During toasts at a formal dinner 
at the White House Thursday night, 
Mr. Blair spokf conversationally; 
Rather than stuffily preten<llng th.at 
nothing was amiss, Mr. Blair made 
direct reference to his host's troubles 
since reports surfaced that Mr. Clin­
ton had been sexually involv~ with a 
21-year-old White House Intern. 
• ln •. hls to~l!~t~ b{i;,J31alr descr·lbed 

his afternoon visit to a high school In 
. suburban Maryland and the enthusl• 

astlc .crowd ·of more than 2,000 stu-
dents. . l 

"I know I'm not alone In support­
ing you," Mr. Blair said. "I know the 
American people support-you too." ' 
The declaration fave the dinner au- . 
dlence of 240 luminaries a starting 
point for sustained applause. . 

Mr.. Clinton, who offered his toasf/ 
first, made no mention of his dlfflcul-, 
tie&, . ; . -:.,: ••"'f"li ·• ,, 




