











als hitte der Sex-Skandal um ihren Mann Bill
Clintonnie stattgefunden. «Mrs. Clinton, wie
1st s, nun weit weg von allen Problemen zu
sein?» ruft ein Reporter des US-Senders CBS
der First Lady zu. Der Versuch misslingt.
Hillary Clinton zieht lichelnd weiter, an
der jubelnden Menge vorbei, flankiert von
der amerikanischen Botschafterin in der
Schweiz, Madeleine Kunin, von Bundespri-
sidentengattin Renata Cotti, vom Luzemer
Schultheiss Paul Huber und dem Stadtprisi-
denten Urs W. Studer.

13 Uhr 30. Schweizerhofquai: Kapitin
Alois Kaufmann begrissi seine Giste auf
dem Dampfschiff «Uri». Die Fahn geht nach
Brunnen SZ. eine gewohnte Route, mal nicht
ganz alltaglich: «Eine gewisse Spannung
liegt heute schon in der Lufi», gibt Kaufmann
zu. «Doch sind Prominente fitlr mich nichts
Ungewdhnliches, ich hatte frisher schon Ko-
nig Hussein an Bord.» Die Stimmung auf der
«Uri» ist locker, man spricht uiber Politik und
die Schweizer Landschaft. isst geriucherie
Forelle und Kalbssteak mit Waldpilzen.

New-York-Marathon-Siegerin Franziska
Rochat-Moser findet es «ldssig», Hillary
hautnah erleben zu diirfen. «Wir haben uns
iiber meine sportliche Zukunft unterhalten»,
sagt sie stolz. Die Schweizer First Lady Re-

EIN STOLZER STAOTPRASIDENT UND SEINE PROMINENTE BESUCHERIN: Hillary Clinton

und Urs W. Studer unterhielten sich bestens beim Rundgang durch die Leuchtenstadt.

UNSERE SCHWEIZER AIRST LADY. Renata
Cotti bei der Ankunft in Brunnen.

VERSTBHEN SICH. Bundesratsprasident
Flavio Cotti und Hillary Clinton.

GASTE: Nationalritin Judith Stamm (1),
Sportlerin Franziska Rochat-Moser.

STOLZ AUF DEN EINTRAG UM GASTEBUCH:
Luzerns «Rathaus-Mutter» Heidi Rothen.

nata Cotti hingegen sprach mit ihrem Staats-
gast iber das helvetische Frauenstimmrecht:
«Hillary ist erstaunt, dass wir es erst so spét
cingefihrt haben.» Frau Clinton sei eine her-
vorragende Botschafterin ihres 1.andes, fin-
det Stadtprasident Urs W. Studer. Eine Frau,
die sehr gut auf Menschen zugehen kann, in-
teressiert und engagien ist. « Wir diirfen froh
sein, sie bei uns zu haben.»

Eine Welle der Sympathie und Bewunde-
rung umgibt Hillary Clinton wahrend des
ganzen Tages. Am Abend hilt sie an der Uni-
versitat Ziirich eine vielbeachtete Rede iiber
die gemeinsamen demokratischen Grundla-
gen und ldeale der Schweiz und der USA.
«Eine wichtige Bestatigung fur das Verhalt-
nis_unserer beiden Lander», kommentiert
Bundesprasident Flavio
Cotti zufrieden. Hillary
Clinton will auf jeden
Fall  wiederkommen:
«Heute hat man mir
Happchen serviert. mich
aber nicht das ganze
Menii essen lassens, sagt
sic. «Das hat meinen
Appetit auf eine gros-
sere Schweizerneise ge-
weckl.»
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«Die Schw
bewiesen»

ary Clinton auf Luzerns Wahrzeichen, der Kapellbriicke.

\TSETZUNG VON SEITE 2

gparlamentarier end-
1 ihre Fragen loswer-
: «Miss Clinton, was
‘igentlich Ihre Aufgabe
ﬁrst LKdy"b
Yie First Lady muss
der schmunzeln. «Eine
» Frage. Ich versuche
nem Mann zu helfen»,
wortet sie vielsagend.
r allem bei Themen,
uns beiden wichtig
d - also Kinderausbil-
ng und Gesundheit.
d ich habe viele Sachen
tun im Weissen Haus,
» mein Mann und ich
hnen.»
.ochmals klatschen die
der begeistert, und die
st Lady verabschiedet
“1: «Ich bin tief beein-
ickt. Es ist wichtig,
8 andere junge Leute
em Beispiel folgen!»
Jraussen vor dem Rat-
1S warten jetzt noch
hr Leute mit noch
hr Fihnchen. Zusam-
n mit Renata Cotti, der
tin des Bundesprisi-
iten, dem Luzemer
dtprisidenten Urs W.
der und Regierungsrat
1l Huber begibt sich
‘ary auf einen kleinen
\ziergang iiber die Ka-
Ibriicke.

cherheitsieute
liten Brotwerfer

Jie Mowen fliegen
um, wo sie wollen -
vohl der US-Sicher-
tsdienst einen Brot-
rfer bestellt hatte, der
fliegenden Viecher
hrend Hillarys Spazier-
1g in eine andere Rich-
\g hiitte lenken sollen.
>  Luzemer schlugen
'sen Befehl aber ab.
Jie Mianner mit dem
opf im Ohr hingegen

sind sofort wieder vor,
hinter und neben der First
Lady und machen ein
noch _grimmigeres Ge-
sicht, weil sie nicht nur
aufpassen milssen, son-
dern auch noch verdammt
kalt haben.

Die 250 Meter vom
Ende der Briicke bis zum
Bootssteg, wo das Dampf-
schiff «Uri» wartet, wer-
den im Cadillac zuriickge-
legt.

Auf dem sanft aus dem
Winterschlaf geweckten
Dampfer gibt's als Hors

d’'ceuvre gerducherten
Fisch aus dem Vierwald-
stdttersee, dann Kalbs-

steak aus dem Entlebuch
mit Pilzen aus dem Eigen-
tal.

Rutli versteckte
sich im Nebel

Unterwegs kommt man
am Riitli vorbei, aber Hil-
lary Clinton sieht wegen
der dichten Nebelsuppe
fast nichts.

Kurz vor drei. Die Ju-
gendgruppe in Brunnen
SZ beginnt zu spielen, weil
der Dampfer jetzt in Sicht-
ndhe ist. Zehn Minuten
spater — zur Musik des Ki-
nohits «Rocky» - steigt
Hillary aus. Ganz Brunnen
und alle umliegenden
Dorfer sind fiir den histo-
rischen Anlass an den
Hafen gepilgert.

Der Cadillac wartet mit-
ten auf der abgesperrten
Kreuzung auf die First
Lady. Drei Minibusse ste-
hen dahinter - fiir ihr
Stabspersonal. Nach dem
Empfang braust der Tross
hinter zwei Polizeiautos
ab nach Ziirich.

Die First Lady war da.
Sie hat alle bezaubert,
viele verzaubert. Bill Clin-
ton kann stolz auf sie sein.

VON ROLF CAVALLI UND MARC WALDER
ZURICH - Viel Anerkennung fur die Schwelz: Hil-
lary Clinton lobte gestern unser Land!

Kurz nach 17 Uhr. Die Aula
der Uni Zirich ist berstend
voll. Hier hielt vor 52 Jah-
ren Winston Churchill
seine berihmte Rede.

Im kleinen Zimmer ne-
benan warten Bundespra-
sident Flavio Cotti und die
Ziircher Polit-Prominenz
auf die grosse Dame. Dann
kommt das Zeichen des
Sicherheitschefs: «Hillary
ist jetzt im Lift. In 30 Se-
kunden ist sie da.» Und
schon erscheint sie, tritt
vors gespannte Publikum.

«Die Schweiz verdient
Lob fiir ihre Bemiihungen,
die Wahrheit zu suchen
und der Gerechtigkeit zu
dienen.» Die Einrichtung
eines humanitiren Fonds

fiir die Naziopfer sei ein
«richtiger Schritt» gewe-
sen, sagt Hillary Clinton.
Beispielhaft sei der Einsatz
von Schiilern des Berner
Gymnasiums Neufeld, die
einen eigenen Fonds fiir
Holocaust-Uberlebende
/gegriindet haben.

Ein dickes Kompliment
auch fiir die Aufarbeitung
der jiingsten Schweizer Ge-
schichte. Hillary weiter:
«Die Schweiz hat das
schwierige  Unterfangen
mutig angepackt!»

Die First Lady redet si-
cher, ohne Fehler und
wihlt starke Worte: «Die
Schweiz und die USA
haben als zwei der dltesten
Demokratien der Welt in

Staatsmannisch:
Hillary Clinton
wahrend lhrer
Rede In der Aula
der Unl Zarich. Sle
hieit mit Lob fir
dle Schwelz nicht
zuruck.

%| Herzlich begrasst
dle First Lady dle
§ amerlkanische
Botschafterin In
der Schwelz,
Madelelne Kunin.

der Entwicklung der De-
mokratie und der Men-
schenrechte eine wichtige
Rolle gespielt.»

Zum Schluss der ein-
driicklichen Rede bedankt
sich die michtigste Frau
der Welt bei unserem Land:
«Danke, dass die Schweiz
schon so lange mit gutem
Beispiel vorangeht.» Und
sie schaut nach vome:
«Danke fiir alles, was die
Schweiz auch in Zukunft
tun wird.»

Die Worte der First Lady
sind Balsam fiir die
Schweizer Zuhorer, Bal-
sam auf die vielen Wunden
der letzten Monate. Die
Zuschauer danken mit
minutenlangen Standig
ovations.

Clinton-Affare war
kein Thema

Im Luxushotel Dolder
geht die angeregte Diskus-
sion iiber die Beziehung
Schweiz-USA spiter wei-
ter.

Im kleinen Kreis dabei:
Flavio Cotti, Hillary Clin-
ton und die beiden Bot-
schafter Alfred Defago
(Schweiz) und Madeleine
Kunin (USA).

Cotti ist befriedigt, dass
Hillary Clinton «die Mass-
nahmen der Schweiz zu
den heiklen Fragen des
Zweiten Weltkrieges aner-
kennt». Cotti betont: «Wir
werden den Weg der
Klirung offener Fragen
weitergehen. Aber wir wer-
den ungerechtfertigte
Attacken auch weiterhin
eindeutig zuriickweisen.»

Beim fiinfzigminiitigen
Treffen blieb sogar Zeit fiir
weniger Politisches. Hillary
Clinton spasste gegeniiber
Cotti: «Der Besuch in Lu-
zern war sehr neblig.» Cotti
versprach ihr: «In Davos
werden Sie dafiir die strah-
lende Sonne der Schweiz
sehen.»

Ein Thema war jedoch
auch am’ Abend tabu: die
mutmassliche Sex-Affire
des US-Prisidenten.
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Clinton receives Man of Peace prize

TRUDE B. FELDMAN

White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON—The East
Room of the White House was
the scene on Nov. 21 for the
presentation to President Bill
Clinton of the Mun of Peace
1997 Award. The first-ever
Rabin-Peres Peace Prize—
given to the president by former
Israeli Prime Minster Shimon
Peres and Leah Rabin, widow
of former Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin—was estab-
lished by the Rabin and the
Peres foundations. The two
“peace centers” are financed,
in part. from the 1994 Nobel
Peace Prize that Rabin and
Peres shared with PLO Chair
Yasser-Arafat:

In her welcoming remarks at
“this extraordinary occasion,”
Hillary Rodham Clinton said:
“Today. we come together to

reaffirm the spirit of peace and |

reconciliation. Peace between
nations is often the work of
individuals. and Shimon Peres
and Yizhak Rabin are two indj
viduals who have worked hard
for peace in the Mideast. 1

“Just days ago we marked
the dark anniversary of Rabin's
loss. Today. with this ceremony.
we say that his cause continues
with the work of his wife, and

seek glory,” he said. “‘Economy
is a business for people who
seek food. And every country
that goes over from glory to
food. from trying to make an
impression to render service. is
really leading the people to a
new era.”

l_eah Rabin stated: *‘Peace is
becomingareality and is on its
actual way. . . the president
knew how much the Mideast
needed and deserved peace. . .
and we are here to express grat-
itude for his efforts. which will
eventually carry the fruits of
peace.”

Clinton told the diplomats,
officials. Congressmen and
heads of Jewish organizations
that he accepts the award—a
large copper and glass sculp-
ture, inscribed with *‘Jerusalem,

'City of Peace”—on behalf of

his administration and others
who have worked to promote
the Mideast peace process.

He added: “There can be no
greater recognition than (that)
this award was founded by the
family of Yitzhak Rabin and
by Shimon Peres. two men who
helped give the world one of its

. greatest gifts—the hope of a
‘new era of peace im the land of

ight and revelation.”
Clinton related that, on a table
n his residential office, he has

Mr. Peres and the work of /asilvertraygivenhim by Peres,

numerous other individualy
throughout the world.” /
—evesoin his remarks. said
that the Mideast is becoming
more preoccupied with eco-
nomics than politics. “Politics is
a business for politicians who

the yarmulke he wore at Rabin’s
funeral. the pin he wore to the
gravesite and a stone he took
from the grave, as well as the
last photo of him and Rabin
taken together.

He went on to say that Rabin

and Peres rose to the height of
Israeli politics by being con-
cerned with the security of
Israel, and that after a lifetime
devoted o its security, based on
their experience and under-
standing, not only of the partic-
ular situation, but of human
nature, they reached a unique
partnership premised on a com-
mitment to peace as ultimately
the only guarantor of security.

“They found the sort of
courage that we saw when
Anwar Sadat (Egypt's former
president) and Menachem
Begin (lsrael's former prime
minister) signed the Camp
David Accords.” Clinton said.
“And I'll never forget the day
here at the White House in Sep-
tember 1993, when Mr. Rabin
said, “Enough of blood and
tears.”

Clinton added that after an
assassin’s bullet took Rabin's
life. Peres stayed true to the
path the two men had chosen.
even when the enemies of peace
waged terror against the peaple
of Israel. “In recent months. the
pace of change has slowed. and
bonds of trust have eroded on
both sides.” he noted. “The
answer is not to bemoan the
present condition, but to renew
our resolve to move forward ™

He said that during recent
negotiationsin Washington and
in the Mideast. Israelis and
Palestinians worked together
seriously in an atmosphere of
genuine respect. and they fuced
the essential task of building
cooperation and preventing ter-
rorism.

St. Louis Jewish Light

*They moved closer 1o agree-
ment on concrete steps (o ben-
efit the Palestinian people.” he
added. “They worked to
advance the discussion on more
difficultissues they will face in
permanent status negotiations.
Now both sides must realize
the need for urgency. The win-
dow of progress will hecome
smaller with time. The frustra-
tion of ordinary people. both

| Israelis and Palestinians, will
grow in the absence of progress.
That is why we want the parties
to work intensively on the mat-
ters that Prime Minster
Netanyahu ard Chairman
Arafat have undertakea to dis-
cuss. namely: security coopera-

tion. redeployment of Israeli
forces. a time-out on provoca-
tive actions, and the acceleration
of permanent status talks.

“By addressing these issues,
we can establish for Israelis and
Palestinians that peace will
hring tangible benefits. By
speeding the progress on this
irack. we can move closer to
invigorating negotiations
between Israel and L.ebanon and
lsriel and Syria 10 establish a
lasting and comprehensive
peace.”

Clinton asked the two foun-

dations that his prize money of

$75.00X) be uscd to fund schol-
arships for Americans o study
in lsracl+—"which would tur-

ther strengthen the bonds
between our nations and deepen
the friendship between our peo-
ple . .. And while I'm honored
to be the first recipient of this
award. the only prize that really
matters, in the end. is the prize
of peace we must give to the
children of the Mideast.”

The Rabin Foundation is an
academic organization. created
as an act of the Israeli Parlia-
ment two years ago. after the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin.
The Peres Foundation is ori-
ented to joint Arab-Israeli pro-
jects in education and econom-
ics.

Among the 115 guests at the
ceremony and the luncheon in
the State Dining Room was St.
Louisan Michael N Newmark,
chair, Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, who was seated at the
table with Vice President Al
Gore. Rabin’s daughter, Dalia,
and Gen. Colin Powell.

In an interview, Newmark
said he was pleased to be
included at an event filled with
warmth and admiration for
President Clinton. Shimon
Peres. L.eah Rabin and her hus-
band. “Lunching and talking
with these world figures. who
are making major contributions
towird pcace in the Mideast.
was impressive,” he said. Al
the same time. | had a feeling of
wistfulness that more progress
is not being made. | agree with
what the president empha-
sized—that both sides must
realize the need for urgency
hecause time is running short.”
s

President Bill Clinton receives the Man of Peace 1997
Award from former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres and Leah Rabin, widow of Yitzhak Rabin, dur-
ing a ceremony in the East Room of the White House.

(Barbara Kinney Photo / The White House)
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lem has never been a deficiency of affec-
tion. And, as for the First Lady, a friend
says, “I think she’s goofy about him.”

Which is not to say that this isn't
a stupefyingly weird relationship. There
are public aspects of it that mystify.
Why, for example, does Hillary Clin-
ton always look so radiant in the midst
of a sex scandal? The canary-yellow suit
she wore at her husband’s third semi-
official White House
denial ceremony (the ve-
hement one, last Mon-
day) was perfectly crisp
and cheery; her face was
composed and untrou-
bled; even her hair style
seemed less temporary
than usual. Staff mem-
bers remember a simi-
lar moment in the 1992
campaign, when the
Gennifer Flowers and
draft scandals broke dur-
ing the New Hampshire
primary. “We were all
completely depressed
and totally scruffy, the
hotel where we were
staying was a mess,”
Mandy .Grunwald, a
media adviser in that
campaign, recalls, “and
she walks in one mom-
ing just dressed to
the nines. I't was a dark
pants suit with brass
buttons, I think. She had
her makeup on, her hair
done meticulously. She
had done all this in-
tentionally, to send us
a message: ‘Stop mop-
ing. We are going to be
professionals. The worse
you feel, the better you should look." It
was her way of getting us going again.”

Another explanation for the First
Lady’s radiance is less charitable: she
looks good at such times because she
is invigorated. Her husband needs her
desperately; she is the essential element
in his defense. Some Clinton acquain-
tances see this as a matter of love and
insecurity: the First Lady is eager to win
the President’s affection whenever, and
however, she can. A less friendly inter-
pretation is that it may be a matter of
power: if he's in her debt for defending
him, she has more leverage to pursue

her staffing and her policy objectives.

Certainly the darkest periods for Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton over the past six
years have had nothing to do with any
of the “bimbo eruptions.” One was in late
1994, after her health-insurance-reform
plan seemed a major factor in losing con-
trol of Congress to the Republicans; an-
other was in early 1996, friends say, after
her Rose Law Firm billing records sud-

How does Hillary defend her husband with such a straight face?
“She focusses all her anger on the outside threat, on the enemies who want
to bring him down,” a former White House staff member says.

denly, and very suspiciously, materialized
in the White House. “You have to realize
that the President always saw her as ma-
gic politically,” a former staff member says.
“He thought she had the magic touch.”
Several people remember a meeting in
early July of 1992, when the Clinton
team was brainstorming his Democratic
National Convention acceptance speech.
Mors. Clinton was the one who came
up with the last line—*“I still believe
in a place called Hope™—and “the look
Clinton gave her when that happened
was unforgettable,” one recalls. “It was

like, “You always know the right thing.’”

35

But then, after her team’s clunky per-
formance on health-care reform, and
her own refusal to take the Whitewater
inquiry seriously at first, it seemed the
First Lady had lost track of “the right
thing” and become a political liabil-
ity. (At that point, too, the President
seemed convinced that the consultant
Dick Morris had the magic touch.)
That was a rough time, some friends
say, which was relieved
only when the First
Lady went off on her
worldwide travels, espe-
cially the spring va-
cations she took with
her daughter, Chelsea.

When I accompanied
Mrs. Clinton on her
first big overseas trip—to
South Asia, in the spring
of 1995—she seemed to
be actively reassessing
her political philosophy
after the healthcare de-
bacle. She was clearly
impressed by the crea-
tivity of the non-govern-
mental programs she vis-
ited, and she had lengthy
discussions with her staff
and with friends about
the limits of govern-
ment, about whether
poor women and their
children—her lifelong
obsession—might pos-
sibly best be served
through programs that
circumvented traditional
bureaucracies (programs
that Republicans like
Newt Gingrich, about
whom she was quite
curious, might agree
to spend money on). “The health-care
fight—and Whitewater, of course—
taught her a lot about herself and people
and politics in Washington,” Lisa Ca-
puto, her former press secretary, says.
“She definitely changed after that. Her
sense of what her ‘zone of privacy’ was
changed. As she said in her Whitewater
press conference, she ‘rezoned’ herself.”

The South Asia trip also gave many
of the reporters who went along a
chance to get a closer look at Mrs. Clin-
ton’s relationship with her daughter. Its
normality was remarkable, given the cir-
cumstances. Chelsea seemed poised and

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
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smart; she had no reluctance about in-
terrupting her mother—correcting her,
at times—when the two chatted with
reporters about the day’s events. “What
I remember about that trip was the First
Lady and Chelsea getting on the phone
with the President and talking his ear
off about what we were seeing,” Mel-
anne Verveer, the First Lady's chief of
staff, says. “It's a constant thing with her
when we're away. She’s always saying,
‘I cant wait to tell Bill about this."”

While stories of intense battles
between the President and the First
Lady—always involving disputes about
policy or political strategy, never about
personal matters (at least, not in front
of the help)—are common, former
staff members are adamant about the
closeness of the Clintons’ bond. “When
I think about them,” Neel Lattimore, the
First Lady's former deputy press secre-
tary, says, “I think about the two of them
sitting on a couch on Air Force One,
holding hands, telling some old political
story and arguing about who's going to
tell which part—and finishing each
other’s sentences. The chemistry is just
out there—they're such great friends.”

‘ SI‘ILL, one wonders how Hillary Rod-

ham Clinton actually does it—how
she can defend her husband so staunchly
and with such a straight face. Her clos-

| est friends say that the subject of his

| dalliances is one she never talks about.
| “I think she literally decides that she be-
| lieves him,” a former staff member says.
| “She focusses all her anger on the out-
| side threat, on the enemies who want to

i bring him down.” Several friends say that
|

Mrs. Clinton makes a conscious effort not

| to get caught up in the media frenzy. She
| doesn't watch television or read the news-

papers; she assumes that most of the pun-

|
! dits are opponents in any case. It doesn'
i hurt that she has, by narture, a more ex-

treme sensibility than her husband. She
is very much a Methodist of the moraliz-

| ing, nineteenth-century sort; in another

time, she might have been a founding
member of the Women's Christian Tem-
perance Union. (“She is more likely to
see things in black-and-white than he is,”
a close friend says.) This seems to be a
! matter of personal style rather than of
i political ideology; her liberalism is more
| pragmatic than flaming (although when
 she ran the health-care task force she was
| known to rail against the evils of “incre-
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mentalism”). She does have a weakness for
fervent, all-or-nothing friends—Susan
Thomases and Sidney Blumenthal are
two—who tend to see the world severely
divided between friends and enemies, and
encourage her to see things the same way.
(Time reported last week that Blumen-
thal “created a gigantic diagram inside his
office outlining with circles and arrows
the byzantine Republican conspiracy sur-
rounding the [Monica Lewinsky] tapes.”)

“Hillary taught me how to think in
situations like these,” one Clintonite says.
“For example, a story suddenly appears
in the Dallas Morning News that a Se-
cret Service agent has witnessed Clinton
and Lewinsky in a ‘compromising’ act in
the White House. The Dallas Morning
News? That's immediately suspicious.
Dallas is where Paula Jones's lawyers are.
Dallas is where Gennifer Flowers hangs
out. And even more suspicious is the
timing: the story appears on the very day
that Monica Lewinsky is trying to make
up her mind about what sort of deal to
make with Ken Starr. It's a leak that is
very much to Starr’s tactical advantage—
I'm sure that's how Hillary would see it.
And then the story disappears within
twenty-four hours. The Dallas Morning
News simply rearacts it. When the First
Lady talks about a conspiracy, I think
that’s the sort of thing she means.”

If so, she could be a lot more precise
about it. Her wild claim on “Today” that
a “vast right-wing conspiracy ... has
been conspiring against my husband”
was absurd, but not quite counterpro-
ductive. It was, in fact, very smart poli-
tics: “It was a diversion,” a former Clin-
ton staff member told me. “It gave the
press something to write about other
than Monica Lewinsky.”

Indeed, right-wing ideologues have
long marvelled at the Clintons’ ability
to do many of the same things the First
Lady accuses Kenneth Starr of: the con-
trolled leaks, diversionary tactics, smear
campaigns against their opponents.
Certainly they are masters of political
theatre, as the President’s State of the
Union performance and the First Lady's
television interviews proved once again.
The day of the State of the Union Mes-
sage began well before dawn for Mrs.
Clinton, with preparations for the “To-
day” appearance, and ended well after
midnight, with a jubilant party for staff
and friends at the White House. She
was up early the next morning for her

LETTER FROM WASHINGTON

interview on ABC’s “Good Morning
America,” while the President headed
out to press the flesh in the Midwest,
accompanied by approval polls that
rose with astounding speed as tragedy
seemed to turn into farce. (Who, for ex-
ample, could have guessed that a for-
mer teacher would call Lewinsky a
stalker>? Who could have guessed that
Dick Morris would sound like a cad on a
Los Angeles call-in program?) By week's
end, the Clintons were triumphant.
There was, though, a quality to Mrs.
Clinton’s performance—the composed
feverishness of it—that recalled a Victo-
rian medical phenomenon called “the
hectic flush,” a roseate glow that women
dying of consumption took on just be-
fore the bitter end. But the paranoid tinge
had served her political purposes well.
The sense of impending danger and im-
placable enemies had reinforced her belief
that she and the President are doing im-
portant, historic things, and also rein-
forced her ability to reject even the most
plausible claims against her husband.“I'm
amazed by the political naiveté—the
good-versus-evil quality—of her whole
operation,” a White House aide told me
several months ago. “It has enormous in-
fluence over the way things are done in
this Administration, and 1 don't think it
has been a particularly positive influence.”

ON the evening before her “Today”
interview, Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton attended a fund-raising dinner for
UNICEF, where she received a sustained
and emotional standing ovation. Her re-
marks were eloquent and brief. She was
at home. This was her political family—
the Eleanor Roosevelt wing of the Dem-
ocratic Party. It represents a decided
personal advantage that she has over her
husband, and one that may become
more apparent if the Lewinsky siege
ends badly. There will always be a solid
wedge of the Democratic Party that will
admire Hillary Clinton and identify
with her, no matter what happens.

The President has no such home. In-
deed, in the unlikely event thatBill Clin-
ton is forced out of office he will have
no obvious place to go—no San Clemente,
no Plains. He has lived in public hous-
ing for nearly two decades. A career’s
worth of often inspired ideological
improvisation has left him politically
homeless as well, without a devoted, un-
critical constituency. Except for her. ¢

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION
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A QUESTION OF BALANCE

On Feb. 10th, First Lady Hillary Clinton visited the Northern Virginia Family Services Center in Alexandria
for a forum on child abuse prevention that included national experts, front-line social workers, and at-risk
farmilies . She also vistted a family in their home, in order to promote home visitation services. The Washington
Post’s only coverage of the event (in its own front yard) was a photo without a substantive caption inside the
newspaper’s front section, as part of a full-page on the Monica Lewinsky case. Ironically, on Feb. 11, the very
next day, the Post's Metro section headlined the sentencing of a Maryland woman, Alba Scarpelli, for the
neglect and torture of her boyfriend’s five-year-old son. During the Scarpelli trial, the Pos? also published
graphic stories detailing the child’s torture.

Home visitations services, such as the program the First Lady chose to spotlight in Virginia, are a key
strategy for preventing the kind of case that occurred in Maryland. Unfortunately, the media too often seems
to rcport only on problems, focusing on the sensationalism of scandals or violence, rather than solutions,
particularly when government or public-private action is involved.

ADAction: Write a letter to the Washington Post (1150 15th Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20071) to
express disappointment with the paper’s failure to cover the First Lady’s visit in any substantive way.

ADA

Americans for Democratic Action, fuc.

Robert J. Carolla

Director of Communications

1625 K Street, N.W., Suite 210 (202) 785-5980 (Office)
Whashington, DC 20006 (202) 785-5969 (FAX)
-
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Hillary Clinton campaigns for Mauro

First lady garners praise as she rallies support for gubernatorial candidate

By Todd ]. Giliman

Sto]j Writer 0} The Dallas Moruing News

First lady Millary Rodham Clinton
urged Texas Democrats on Thursday to
relly behind longtime friend Garry
Mauro, predicting that he will over-
come the odds to become governor.

“Is it an uphill battle? Of course it
is,” Mrs. Clinton told about 500 support-
ers at a fund-raiser in Dallas, where she
began a three<ity tour. “He knows what
the polls say. He understands the odds
against him. But ] remember when a
young governor ol Arkansas decided to

| run for president, and nobody thought

he had a chance.”

ELECTIONS '08

The rece for governor

!_ Reiated photo. 1A
@ Kids lake visit in stride. A

Mrs. Clinton’s swing through Dallas,
Fort Worth and Austin marked her first
major political appearance since the up-
roar over allegations that President
Clinton had a sexual relationship with a
White House intern and asked her to lie
about it.

Mrs. Clinton has-blamed the scandal
on & “vast right-wing conspiracy” but

made no reference to it Thursday, focus-

ing instead on Mr. Mauro's attempt to
unsest GOP Gov. George W. Bush.

For his part, Mr. Mauro spoke of his
close friendship with the Clintoas,
which dates to 1972 when they worked
1o try to elect George McGovern presi-
dent. Mr. Mauro, the State's land com-
rissioner, twice headed the Clinton
campaign in Texas and on Thursday
called the president his hero.

“The good news is, during the State
of the Union address, my hero said, ‘We
ought to give every American the abili-
ty to choose a doctor,’ ” Mr. Mauro said,
referring to his own campaign plank

Please see HILLARY on Page 34A.
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Hillary Clinton tries to rally Democratic support for Mauro

Continued from Page 29A.

aimed &t help-
ing Texans who use health mainte-
nance organizations.” . . I'm on Biil
Clinton's side because he's oa
Americans’ side and on Texans’
side.”
The governor dismissed the sig-
nificance of Mrs. Clinton’s appear-
ance.

Asked at a Garland Chamber of
Commerce dinner Wednesday
night what difference it would
make in the campaign, Mr. Bush
said, “Nothing. People are going to
vote for the candidate. .. . 1f people
were going to vote for me based
upon what famous first lady would
be around, I would win with a land-
slide, since the firs! lady that would
pe with me would be Barbara
Bush.'’

As for the allegations against Mr.
Clinton, Mr. Bush added, “Let's just
wail for the facts to come outpn the
scandal. [ just welcome Hillary Clin-

"ton to the state. She's welcome to
come 10 our state apytime.

"“And Garry Mauro has been a
longtiume supporter and close friend
of the Clintons, and one should not
be surprised that the Clintons

wouldtry torepay the longtime loy-
alty to him. This will not change
the outcome of the election.”
Many supporters said the Dallas
appearance injected new life into

the Msuro campaign, which lags

both in the polls and in fund rais-
ing — Mr. Bush has amassed a $13
million war chest

With Mrs. Clinton's help, he add-
ed about $600,000 to the §1 million
raised so {ar, at a $50-per-person re-
ception and a S1,000-a-plate lup-
cheon at Le Meridien hotel in
downtown Dallas, another $1,000
fund-raiser in Fort Worth, and a
$10,000-percouple evenl in Ausun.

“Like it or not you cant win
without money, and Garry Mauro
may not have the money. This'll
help him get out his message," said
factory worker Chuck Rocha, 29,
who drove from Tyler to show sup-
port on behall of his steelworkers
union.

Democrats at Thursday’s events
uniformly praised Mrs. Clinton for
braving the spotlight at a time of
tarmoi) back home in the White
House.

“I'm delighted to give her a
break from that murderous glare in
Washington. Nice to have her in

he Baling Morning Nels
e ————————

Dallas,” said Wally Chappell, 78, a
retired pastor who sees a “massive”
challenge ahead for Mr. Mauro.

“1 think the die’s pretty well cast
already,” he said.

Retiree Jeanette Rowland said
Mrs. Clinton's appearance could on-
ly help Mr. Mauro’s chances, saying
that her grace during the scandal
has made her about as popular as
any Democrat.

“You ask 100 women in this
room, and 90 percent or more will
say she has a lot of guts to stand by
her husband the way she has,” said
Mrs. Rowland, 66, who is active in
the Lake Highlands/®hite Rock
Democrats. "It takes a lot of guts for
her to come out in public with her
husband being under such attack.
But he’s always under attack He's
the most maligned president in his-
tory.”

Others echoed the admiration
for Mrs. Clinton, even as they said
they reserved judgmenton the pres-
1dent’s behavior.

“We ought to it and find out
about what the real troth 1s," said
Anita Bowers, SS, a Fort Worth in-
surance company employee. “May-
be she believes in what he's saying

Fridav, Februeary 20, 1198_

Maybe she has more information
than we do. ... Obviously, it's im-
portant for her to ge! out and be
seen.”

If anyone was hoping for revela-
tions from Mrs. Clinton, thev were
disappointed Thursday. She made
no public reference to her hus-
band's legal and political troubles.

During an hour-long visit to a
Fair Park child-care center, Mrs.
Clinton 1gnored reporters roped off
near cubbies where the toddlers
store their jackets.

Earlies, at the hotel fund-raiser,
former Democratic Gov. Ann Rich-
ards — who lost her job to Mr. Bush
four years ago — led a birthday
serenade for Mr. Mauro, who turns
£0 on Saturday.

And she advised him that there
are “easier ways to deal with a mid-
)ife crisis” than running for gover-
nor.

In ber speech, Mrs. Clinton
praised Mr. Mauro’s education and
health<are platforms.

Apart from ensuring doctor
choice under any Texas insurance
plan, Mr. Mauro wants to give teach-
ers a S5,000 pay raise and spend §2
billion on new school buildings.

“In Gerry's plan, Texas families

are first,” Mrs. Clinton said. “It's
time to pay our teachers what they
deserve, it's time to make sure our
classrooms are not overcrowded.
... He will protect every Texan's
right to choose & doctor.”

Among the local offcials who
turned out at the Dallas hotel was
County Commisstoner John Wiley
Price.

“I'm here to support Hillary. |
didn't have any choice with Garry,”
Mr. Price said, adding that the
evenl could only help each of them
“He bas everything to gain, and so
does she.” ;

In Austin, Mrs. Clinton again !
took no questions from reporters. |
At a botel fund-raiser, she urged |
about 250 Democrats 1o support Mr. |
Mauro even thongh he is bucking |
“some pretty big odds.” She said he ;
deserves to be governor because he l

“bas Texas in his blood” and “das |

the right ideas.” | -

“Texas bas a great dig !umre,'
bigger than its past, with the right
kind of leadership,” she told a
cheering crowd. “ind Garry Mauro
1§ just the man.”

Political writer Sam Atltlesey in
Austin contributed fo this report.
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