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Move over Eleanor Roose-velt ‘here comes Hillary Clinton

In a tlme when people are blamlng youth i

crimes on'the lack of adult role:models and

heroes, there has appeared one.woman,

undaunted and true to her nation and beliefs.
If there ever was a female hero in our times
it is most:definitely Hillary Clinton.-

When this whole “scandal/crisis in the
White House” made headlines all over the
world, and 'when' every television 'station

regular or cable‘and every radio:talk- show: ;

blasted the accusations and innuendos about

President Clinton; all ‘I could .think of was

“what about poor Hillary?” “How will she

ever:be‘able to re-enter the public:scene?” =«

“Oh God, she must be devastated.”"

Paul-Simon in his‘song “Graceland"_i

described the feeling of betrayal best, I

think: “And she said losing love,is like :a

window in. your “heart. Everybody sees
you're. blown .apart. Everybody sees the
wind™tow.” And'as every accusation

: ||||| i

= - that the facts would prevml and acqunt any.-
-charges against her husband. She said: that

odds & ends
MARY.CORSO

; 'became, public and newscasters . uttered. the,
“work ¢
was - :“what about Hillary?”.For.a ,while I .-

|mpeachment" all I could think of

was'fun’ous with Clinton for publicly humil-

-afrald for her. The lyrlc everybody sees
you’re. blown: apart” kept running hke a tape
across my. mind.

at her-husband’s side when he made his brief

‘but effective denial, then on the early momn-.,

ing news'shows. There she was, so pink and
scrubbed looking telling the-world that she

didn’t believe any of it, that she has leamed

to live with accusations, that she was certain

Thenj in the mrdet of all the hype and_.
iscandal, appeared _our_ﬁrst lady, first quietly.j;.

the president was working on his State of
the Union:Address and the Iraq crisis. And
.swhat a State of the Umon ‘Address!!!

. -AllI know, is that it took some kmd of.'_

courage to face the nation. It took some
other kind of courage to go on wnh her

; took guts the kind of: guts that all great

American heroes are made of to appear pub-

licly. in front of a mirage of cameras and
-miles;of cable to say that.she loves her hus-
;sband and that she knows he's: innocent.:
I;know that:things have changed alot, -,
since I . was.in-school and. I.also know: that;:

some . of my, morals are considered: old-fash-
iongbut:from:my perspective,. Lewinsky,
Jones, Tripp; Starr and all of the others who
have-publicly. attacked the president, espe-
cially during a time of crisis-with Iraq are all
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Cguilty: of treason to bnng such shame
-against.the country when we need the

world’s support, to shame the ambassadors
and; all the.people, working for a peaceful

resolve, is an attempt by overt.acts:to over-
-throw the government Il s a good, thmg

we're. all so modem because when I wentto
school, these were acts: pumshable by a fnr-_n_

¢ing-squad. . e

madman in Iraq wnh blologlcal and cheml-'f
cal weapons.than I am with Whrtewater sex,
lies; and, audio tapes Too bad the medla_

_'lsﬂl Bl

. But, hkel ve always beheved somethmg-_.
go_od happens 'out of everything bad. and.this

-‘time,-America has been given a true hero, a

woman of real substance. Eleanor Roosevelt
must be smiling on Hillary Clinton:. . {
(Mary Corso is a Windsor resident.) \ .
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rinth in der Stadt. Hillary Clinton war
beeindruckt. «Ich werde den amerikani-
schen Biirgermeistern das Luzerner Mo-
dell empfehlen und darauf hinarbeiten,
dass in den USA die Stimme der Kinder
besser gehort wird.»

Der Brotwerfer

Wihrend drinnen unter anderem ent-
schieden wurde, weiterhin Nussgipfel
statt Berliner als Sitzungsgeld zu vertei-
len, warteten draussen auf dem Korn-
markt ein paar hundert
Menschen. Viele waren
auf ihrem samstiglichen
Stadtbummel kurz stehen
geblieben oder harrten

«las esch es

1e
Kinder eingegangen ist. Aber auch die
Kinder hitten phantastisch diskutiert,
trotz Dolmetscher und Mikrophonen,
lobte Walti Mathis.

Nach der Debattenstunde wurde denen
draussen vor dem Rathaus auch wieder
wirmer. Sie schwenkten die von den
Amerikanern ausgeteilten Schweizer-
und US-Fihnchen, riefen Hillary Clinton
zu, die ihrerseits den Menschen zuwinkte
und sich zum Stadtrundgang anschickte,
begleitet von Stadtprisident Urs W. Stu-
der, dem Luzerner Schultheiss Paul Hu-
ber, Bundesprisidents-
gattin Renata Cotti und
US-Botschafterin Made-
leine May Kunin: 30
Treppenstufen hinunter

lange aus wie die Sicher- gS(fhiitS W ’h(‘.l'\"()lk)), zum Reusssteg, auf dem

heitsbeamten, die auffal-

lig unauffillig in der Sagt Schwester

Kilte standen. Letztere

hatten wihrend einer Alexina vom Kloster

Woche samtliche Winkel
im Rathaus durchsucht
und Putzkisten geleert,
sie wollten Tauben und
Mdowen mit Brot von der Hillary-Route
weglocken und planten jeden Schritt der
First Lady. Pannen hitten schnell die
Runde gemacht, denn Radio und 10 Fern-
sehstationen zeichneten den Luzerner
Auftritt auf, rund 100 Journalisten proto-
kollierten die Visite.

Was denn ihr Lebensmotto sei, fragte
eines der Kinder Hillary Clinton. «Ich
habe mehrere: Wir sollten dankbar sein
fur das Gute, das wir erhalten; ich will je-
den Tag mein Bestes geben; und ich
setzte mich flir das ein, was mir wichtig
ist.» Und Kinder scheinen ihr am Herzen
zu liegen. In den USA hat sie sich immer
wieder fiir bildungs- und erziehungspoli-
tische Anliegen stark gemacht, im ver-
gangenen Oktober engagierte sie sich in
einer Kampagne fir die Rechte der Kin-
der, vor zwei Jahren erschien ihr Buch
«Eine Welt fir Kinder». Dieses haben al-
lerdings einige Kritiker als braves Erbau-

Ingenbohl.

STICHWORT

Kinderparlament

Mitmachen darf im Kinderparla-
ment der Stadt Luzern, wer zwi-
schen 8 und 14 Jahre alt ist. Die
Jungparlamentarierinnen und Par-
lamentarier treffen sich vier Mal
pro Jahr zu einem Gipfel im Rat-

linken Flussufer zuriick
Richtung See, und dann
klapperten die Fotogra-
fen, Bodyguards und Be-
gleiter zusammen mit
Hillary Clinton iibers
neue Holz der Kapell-
briicke. Vor dem Zur-Gil-
gen-Haus hitte Hillary kurz das Auto be-
steigen sollen, doch sie entschied, zu Fuss
weiterzugehen. «Sie hat gesagt, zwischen
mir und dem Schultheiss kénne ihr ja
nichts passieren», erzihlte spiter Stadt-
prasident Urs W. Studer.

Hamburger statt Pilzli

Nach zwei Briicken und vielleicht tau-
send Schritten bestieg die Gesellschaft
die aufgewidrmte «Uri». Anschliessend
schaufelte die schrigliegende Zweizylin-
der-Heissdampf-Verbundanlage den fast
hundertjihrigen Raddampfer nach Brun-
nen, im neubarocken Salon mit restau-
rierter Deckenbemalung wurde serviert:
Geriducherte Forellen aus dem Vierwald-
stittersee, Kalbssteak mit Wildreis, Ge-
miise und Pilzli, und zum Schluss ein
Dessert «Riitli-Style». Die Kinder des
Kinderparlaments verschlangen unter-
dessen im «McDonald's» ein Amerika-
Menii.

Gegen 15 Uhr legte die «Uri», auf der
vor kurzem auch der deutsche Bundes-
prasident Roman Herzog gereist war, am
Steg in Brunnen an. Dort weibelten und
dirigierten die Amerikaner wie in Luzern
Polizei, Presse und Zaungidste. Gemeinde-
prasident Bernhard Reutener hiess die
Giste willkommen, erzihlte von seinem
Aufenthalt in den USA und beschwor die
heroische Vergangenheit der Geegend-

Samstagnachmittag: Mit Politikern vor der Kapellbriicke.

[}
US-Botschaft auf dem Weg nach Ziirich.

Noch nicht zum Treffen, sondern zu
dessenVorbereitung. Dort wurden zusam-
men mit Leuten aus dem Weissen Haus
letzte Fragengeklirt.Etwajenederkorrek-
ten Ansprache von Frau Clinton. Man
kénne sie problemlos auch mit «Hillary»
ansprechen, beruhigten die Offiziellen aus
Washington. Die Berner Schiiler entschie-
den sich dann aber doch lieber fiir
«Mrs. Clinton».

Silberner Briefoffner als Geschenk

Das gut halbstiindige Gesprich mit Mrs.
Clinton habe in «lockerer Atmosphire»
stattgefunden, berichteten die Schiiler an-
schliessend in bester Politikermanier.
«Sie kann wirklich gut auf Leute einge-
hen», erzihlt Kaspar Sutter. Der t7jihrige
Seminarist Taschi Brauen sagt, er habe an-
fanglich schon grosses Herzklopfen ge-
habt. Die Priasidentengattin brach aber bei
Cola und Sandwiches schnell das Eis und
wollte von den Gymnasiasten Niheres
tiber ihre Sammlung wissen. Die jungen
Leute berichteten, wie sie seit Ende 1996
schon 170 0ooo Franken fiir Uberlebende
des Holocausts aufgetrieben haben. Ein
erstes Verteilprojekt fir rund 15 Roma-Fa-
milien in Lettland ist bereits angelaufen.
Die Schiiler teilten Hillary Clinton auch
mit, dass sie die heutigen Anstrengungen
der Schweiz zur Vergangenheitsbewalti-
gung positiv einschitzten.

Die First Lady befragte ihrerseits die
Jugendlichen nach ihren Zukunftsplianen
und interessierte sich fiir das Bild, das sie
von den USA haben. Sie konnte beruhigt
sein: Das Bild ist gut. Die angebliche Sex-
affire ihres Mannes kam nicht zur Spra-
che. « Wir wurden nicht in diese Richtung
instruiert, aber wir alle finden diese soge-
nannte Affire licherlich», erkliart Kaspar
Sutter. Taschi Brauen hatte imponiert,
dass das Gesprich ohne Medien statt-
fand: «Ich fand es gut, dass sie das Tref-
fen nicht fir ihre Zwecke ausschlachten
wollte.» Zum Abschied gab es ein Ge-
schenk: Alle sechs Schiiler erhielten
einen silbernen Briefoffner von Tiffany
mit der eingravierten Unterschrift von
Hillary. Kaspar Sutter freut sich dariiber.
«In die Schule nehme ich ihn aber nicht
mit, sonst kommt er noch weg.»
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Was denn ihr Lebensmotto sei, fragte
eines der Kinder Hillary Clinton. «Ich
habe mehrere: Wir sollten dankbar sein
fiir das Gute, das wir erhalten; ich will je-
den Tag mein Bestes geben; und ich
setzte mich fiir das ein, was mir wichtig
ist.» Und Kinder scheinen ihr am Herzen
zu liegen. In den USA hat sie sich immer
wieder fiir bildungs- und erziehungspoli-
tische Anliegen stark gemacht, im ver-
gangenen Oktober engagierte sie sich in
einer Kampagne fiir die Rechte der Kin-
der, vor zwei Jahren erschien ihr Buch
«Eine Welt fiir Kinder». Dieses haben al-
lerdings einige Kritiker als braves Erbau-

STICHWORT

Kinderparlament

Mitmachen darf im Kinderparla-
ment der Stadt Luzern, wer zwi-
schen 8 und 14 Jahre alt ist. Die
Jungparlamentarierinnen und Par-
lamentarier treffen sich vier Mal
pro Jahr zu einem Gipfel im Rat-
haus. 1994 wurden erste Versuche
gemacht, vor einem Jahr beschloss
das Stadtparlament, die Kinder
selbstindig iiber 10000 Franken
verfiigen zu lassen. Das Budget fiir
1998 betrigt aber 30 ooo Franken -
20 000 Franken trug der Pestaloz-
% zi-Preis ein, mit dem Luzern und

der stidtische Kinderbeauftragte
Walti Mathis 1996 ausgezeichnet
worden sind.

Bei den Debatten im Rathaus sit-
zen die Kinder im Kreis und wer-
fen einander einen grossen Stoff-
affen zu: Reden darf nur, wer ihn
im Arm hilt. Die jiingsten Kinder
lauten mit einer Glocke, wenn die
Verhandlungen zu kompliziert
werden. Am Schluss erhalten die
anwesenden erwachsenen Politi-
g ker ein Taschentuch mit Knopfen,
8 die sie an die Anliegen der Kinder
5 erinnern sollen. Hillary Clinton

reist ebenfalls mit einem Luzerner
Taschentuch heim: Amerika hat
ein Jahr Zeit, ein Kinderparlament
I mit Finanzkompetenz einzurich-
¢ ten. (tob)
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prisident Urs W. Studer.
Hamburger statt Pilzli

Nach zwei Briicken und vielleicht tau-
send Schritten bestieg die Gesellschaft
die aufgewidrmte «Uri». Anschliessend
schaufelte die schrigliegende Zweizylin-
der-Heissdampf-Verbundanlage den fast
hundertjdhrigen Raddampfer nach Brun-
nen, im neubarocken Salon mit restau-
rierter Deckenbemalung wurde serviert:
Gerducherte Forellen aus dem Vierwald-
stittersee, Kalbssteak mit Wildreis, Ge-
miise und Pilzli, und zum Schluss ein
Dessert «Riitli-Style». Die Kinder des
Kinderparlaments verschlangen unter-
dessen im «McDonald's» ein Amerika-
Menii.

Gegen 15 Uhr legte die «Uri», auf der
vor kurzem auch der deutsche Bundes-
priasident Roman Herzog gereist war, am
Steg in Brunnen an. Dort weibelten und
dirigierten die Amerikaner wie in Luzern
Polizei, Presse und Zaungiste. Gemeinde-
priasident Bernhard Reutener hiess die
Giste willkommen, erzihlte von seinem
Aufenthalt in den USA und beschwor die
heroische Vergangenheit der Gegend:
Wilhelm Tell, Ritli - Hillary Clinton im
Herzen der Schweiz.

Fasnacht war auch noch

Fiir Schwester Alexina vom Kloster In-
genbohl war es keine Frage, hinunter ans
Ufer zu kommen. Hillary Clinton stelle
sich unerschrocken den Problemen, «das
esch es gschiits Wybervolk», sagte sie.
Dann ziickte sie den Fotoapparat, der
Polizist auf dem Dach der Schiffsstation
verzog keine Miene, Trudy Moretti aus
Altdorf strahlte. «Ich wollte sie aus der
Nihe sehen, das ist eine so bewusste und
grossziigige Frau - ein bisschen wie
Diana.»

Die Jugendmusik spielte, Schwyzer-
orgeli erklangen, und Hillary Clinton trug
sich im Goldenen Buch der Gemeinde
ein, wo im vergangenen Jahr auch Ex-Pri-
sident George Bush unterschrieben hatte.
Dann verschwand sie, unter Jubel und
Winken, im schwarzen Cadillac mit dem
Nummernschild «oo 0oz Washington
DC». Der Autokonvoi bahnte sich den
Weg durchs Dorf, das zur gleichen Zeit 20
Jahre Nessi-Gugger feierte. Die Fasnicht-
ler liessen sich kaum storen.

ol
BILD ROBERTO PFEIL/AP

Samstagnachmittag: Mit Politikern vor der Kapelibriicke.
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Sonntagmorgen: Mit Bischof Ivo Fiithrer in der St. Galler Stiftsbibliothek.
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der Schweiz zur Vergangenheltsbewaln-
gung positiv einschitzten.

Die First Lady befragte ihrerseits die
Jugendlichen nach ihren Zukunftsplinen
und interessierte sich fiir das Bild, das sie
von den USA haben. Sie konnte beruhigt
sein: Das Bild ist gut. Die angebliche Sex-
affire ihres Mannes kam nicht zur Spra-
che. «Wir wurden nicht in diese Richtung
instruiert, aber wir alle finden diese soge-
nannte Affire licherlich», erkldrt Kaspar
Sutter. Taschi Brauen hatte imponiert,
dass das Gesprach ohne Medien statt-
fand: «Ich fand es gut, dass sie das Tref-
fen nicht fiir ihre Zwecke ausschlachten
wollte.» Zum Abschied gab es ein Ge-
schenk: Alle sechs Schiiler erhielten
einen silbernen Briefoffner von Tiffany
mit der eingravierten Unterschrift von
Hillary. Kaspar Sutter freut sich dariiber.
«In die Schule nehme ich ihn aber nicht
mit, sonst kommt er noch weg.»
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smoking gun
First lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton «ynwittingly said things
in her “Today’ interview that
sound like @ rationale for
Filegate, the scandal that saw the
White House gain illegal posses-
sion of 900 or SO FBI background
files on former White House of-
ficials who happen 0 pe Repub-
licans,’ writes Wladyslaw
Pleszczynski in American Specta-
tor Online (www.spectator.org).
«Pve italicized the smoking-
gun moments: 4 think that when
all of this is put into context, and
we really look at the peqple in-




























In Switzerland,
Hillary talks of
(4 2 242
ordinary’ life

LUCERNE, Switzerland
(AP) — First lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton said yester:
day she looked forward to be-
coming an ordinary citizen
agdin — but only ‘after her
husband serves out the rest-of
his term in office. \

“It's difficult to live in the
spotlight of public life, and I
miss many things about my
private life. I enjoy it, but I will
be looking forward to be an or-
dinary citizen again,” she told

60 children attending a “chil-

" dren’s parliament” here. ‘

As she spoke she bran-

dished a furry monkey, ac-
cording to the rules of the chil--
dren’s parliament, under
which which any speaker
must hold the toy animal.

. On the first stop of a three-

. day visit to Switzerland, Mrs.
Clinton made no direct refer-
ence to reports that President
Clinton had an affair with
White House intern Monica
Lewinsky. But she did concede
that political life was not al-
ways easy.

In printed invitations to re-
porters to cover Mrs. Clinton’s
visit, Swiss officials urged
them to be courteous and re-
frain from asking the firstlady
about Miss Lewinsky.

So eager were U.S. officials
to give her a respite from the
furor that they suggested that
a team of people be'deployed
to throw bread to pigeons dur-
ing Mrs: Clinton’s walks, thus

_ keeping the birds occupied
and preventing them from dis-
turbing the first lady. ir

Swiss authorities politely
declined the request, and no
bread scatterers were sighted.

2he Washington Times

~ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1998~ .
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Trading Leaks

By Al Kamen
sshington Post Staff Writer
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getacouple of upgrades. No problem. And sure

enough, they walked into the House chamber right

after Berger and were seated right there up front.
Maybe this will work for Wizards or O's tickets?

‘Conspiracy’ Confirmed?
a First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton took some hits last
week for what critics said were paranoid ramblings
about a “vast right-wing conspiracy” to doin her '
husband.: It sounded like Richard M. Nixon talking
about the welHknown, left-wing conspiracy. .

But we surfed the Web, and thereitwas! It'sthe

.| advisory board of the two-year-old Texas Review of Law

| and Politics in Adistin. The “mission statement” says the
‘review’s heavy-hitting “advisory board iqcludes a

diverse group of nationally renowned jurists,
academics and policymakers™—notto mention a few
serious Clinton-hatetS. '

The 28-member group includes: Rep. RobertL. Barr

| Jr. R-Ga); who's got the impeachment wagon ready;

conservative activist Ctint Bolick; former appeals judge
and defeated Reagan Supreme Court nominee Robert

| H. Bork; controversial University of Texaslaw
j professorunoGnglh;formetBushWMte'ﬂouse
counsel C. Boyden Gray; D.C. federal Judge Royce C.

Lamberth, who bedeviled Clinton aide Ira Magaziner

' | and the White House over their health care task force;

Reagan attorney general Edwin Meese III; Eagle
Forum head Phyllis Schiafly; and, of course, D.C.
appeals Judge David B. Sentelle, head of the judicial

' | panel that appointed Starr.

There you haveit, the ri.ght-winx conspiracy.

_Tony Blair's New Interns
" o The Economistreports this week that, for:the first

time ever, British Prime Minister Tony Blair has hired
three interns to work at No. 10 Downing Street. They
were hired at the suggestion of none other than Hillary
Clinton, the magazine reported, who “persuaded the
Blairs of the glories of the White House interns
program on arecent visit.”

—————————— . — —










it . . et B et - = —a = - — - = |

BC-SWISS-FORUM 1STLD (SCHEDULED, PICTURE)
Hillary Clinton urges social justice from elite

(Adds quotes, background, color)

By Michael Shields

DAVOS, Switzerland (Reuters) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton urged
the world's rich and powerful at a Swiss ski resort Monday to invest in a just
society that counterbalances the power of business and government.

Addressing the World Economic Forum's annual meeting in Davos, billed as
the world's top business summit, she said officials and executives only stood
to gain if they ensured a strong social fabric around the globe.

The first lady has avoided journalists since her arrival in Davos Sunday.
She spent much of Monday in her hotel room.

carefully screened off from reporters, she made no direct mention of
President Bill Clinton's political woes at home over allegations that he had -
sex with a White House intern and then urged her to lie about it under oath.

Instead she used her appearance before hundreds of high-powered
executives and politicians to focus on the interplay between government, the
economy and civil society.

**As we go into 21st Century, if we can keep in mind the balance of power
among these three spheres that affect all of our lives and we can look for
ways to work cooperatively together, then I think the doomsayers and the
pessimists will be proven wrong,'' she said.

Mrs. Clinton said she detected a new awareness among decision-makers of
the need to ensure economic growth and stability.

"I only ask that in that calculus we remember the billions of men, women
and children who are effectively without a voice, often without a vote,'' she
said.

**Our long-term success ... will ultimately depend upon whether we
empower them as well to take their rightful places in forums around the world
where they plan their own futures.''

Mrs Clinton made just a coy reference to the political turmoil back home
when asked about her personal priorities for the remainder of the century.

**You mean what will I do for next three years?'' she asked to general
applause, in an apparent suggestion that her husband and she had no intention
of leaving the White House before his second term expires in early 2001.

Clinton also took a swipe at U.S. business for lending only half-hearted
support to her husband's failed legislative push to win " fast-track'!'
authority from Congress to conclude foreign trade deals that cannot be picked
apart by politicians.

*“The effect was that no one in Congress felt any pressure or demand by
business interests to give the president the same powers as other presidents
to reach trade agreements,'' she said.

She added that lack of business support left the field open for an
unusual alliance of the far right and far left to block the bill last year.

‘‘When the president brings back fast track, I hope the American business
voice will be heard,'' she said.

REUTERS

*%%%* filed by:RB-=(--) on 02/02/98 at 16:18EST ***#*
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 02/02/98 at 16:59EST ****
















‘The Reliable Source

Elton and Stevie:
The Power Play

hursday night's White House
dinner for British Prime Minister
TowBlalrtspmvhgtobeone

SwEhonJohnandStevieMetwm
both perform because “they are a part of
our music cultures,” White House Social
Secretary Capricia Marshall told The
Source. john has kept a low public profile
Princess

meBtha'delmeHouse
dinner date, ABC News anchor Peter
Jennings, will be there with his new wife,

Making dinner a statement: Wonder, left, and John.

*20/20" producer Kayce Freed. Alsolook  Hanks and his wife, actress Rita Wilson.
for Harrison Ford and his wife, Afew invitees who sent regrets last
screenwriter Melissa Mathison, and Tom week are now scrambling to get reinvited.

hetbashingtoniost

TuEsDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1998

_Elton’s Clinton invite

USA TODAY - TU

l-:lton John — that's Sir to
~ and America's Stevie
Wonder will entertain at
Thursday’s White House din-
ner when the Clintons host
British Prime Mlnlster Tony
Blair.

The nm oouple wanted a
blend:of the best of the two
. says Capricia Mar-
shall, White House: social |
secretary. Don Henley of
the Eagles also was asked
but he's skittish because his
wife is about to give birth.
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Blair Backs Clinton, Blasts *Gossip Column' Politics
(London) By William D. Montalbano (c) 1998, Los
Angeles Times .
LONDON BﬁﬁshPriinemnistcTonthirisoaninsw
) wmmm-wmfammcmmwnmm
“Poﬁﬁuwdntbennmdnelcvddngodpcolm' and blunt
wunings,tohqi?rddmts;ddlm}hmeh
“I‘mpmldtoallBinClinwnaﬁiend.‘BhirtoldAmaicn
tshaeMcndly.“Whnisimpm:ntisthmdothu
waidleadasdon‘tgetdeﬂemd...ﬁ'omdulinswithd:cbigpme
issues. That's precisely what he's doing ... that's what the people who
elected us expect us to do.”
Blainrﬁvawednwdlyforlfom'-daywcvisikhisﬁm-slada
of America's closest ally. Iraq and Northern Ireland head the summit

agenda but Blair will have ample chance combine friendship and
statesmanship.

He chose his words with great care in answering reporters’ questions
about Clinton's troubles a sex scandal and intimations that he may
have lied about it and encouraged others to do sv.

High popularity ratings for Clinton should not be surprising. Blair
said. "1 think that the public in the end is more canny than somefimes

* the media gives them credit for." said Blair. listing issues ranging from
the State of the Union to Iraq on which Clinton has focused despite the
recent uproar. “He's absolutely right to do it because that's what the
people who. elected us expect us to do."

The Blairs and the Clintons, four lawyers imcluding two leaders with
similar policies, cemented their bond on a presidential visit here last
year. Blair’s Washington red carpet will include a 19-gun salute, state
banquet, a joint news conference and a microphone at Clinton's

radio show.

Blair, 44, and his wife, Cherie, will stay at Blair House, no relation.
as well as one night at Camp David.

British reporters'in Washington portray the visit as a calculated
*Jove-in" to bolster Clinton. **Blair remains a glamorous international
pewcomer in American eyes and the White House is doing evenithing
possible to exploit the personal and political empathy between the tWo
Jeaders.” said Martin Kettle in The Guardian.

Meeting the American reporters in the Cabinet room at 10 Downing
Street, Blair pledged unreserved support for Clinton’s stand against
Iraq; "1 have no doubt at all that. we will be ready to act when we need
toact"hesad. . '

Blair, who dragged a traditional, Labor-based party away from
socialism to conquer the political center and end 18 years of
oonsavltivcnﬂe’.hasbemthctoaslofEmopesincehislandslide
victory May 1. -

Omdtheha!shewiﬂwearinWaslﬁngton is as president for the
ﬁmhllfofthisyearofthesm'opeanllnion. **] do see Britain as a
bridge between the U.S. and Europe,” he said.

Blair says his Labor Party speaks for the ** radical center” in
a nation long proud of a now-failing welfare state. Backed by an

" unstoppable parliamentary majority, he has launched reforms on
backbone issues like welfare, health and education.

At the head of a party that came to power attacking its opponents’

* gleaze," Blair himself is squeaky clean.

Blair.wboseforeignministerhaseomcmduptwanackaﬁet
Jeaving his wife for his secretary, said it was fatal for a leader to allow
himself to be distracted from central issues by tangential matiers.
Leaders have an obligation to keep their eye on the ball. said Blair.

~ gtick to the " big picture issues.” \

“*These other things come along and collide with the business of
govamnentﬁomﬁmewﬁnn.bmyoudon‘tehdupinmcpositim that
ywucdistractedbythatsothat’youmnotdoingthemh\gsmm are
ultimately important,” he said. ** Otherwise, politics isn't worth being
in. ... Politics shouldn't be run at the level of a gossip column.”



® First Lady Wins Praise at World Economic Forum
(Davos, Switzerland)By John-T!lor Dahlburg (c) 1998,
Los Angeles Times ° :

DAVOS, Switzerland Two thousand of the world's most influential
people applauded Hillary Rodham Clinton on Monday evening as she
told them they must do more to share wealth and power with “"the
billions of men, women and children who are effectively without a
voice.” -

The first lady's vigorous |5-minute speech to the World Economic
Forum, delivered without notes, was judged by many here as eloquent
evidence that the Clinton administration remains in charge in !
Washington and fully engaged in international affairs.

“*Hats off to her. She's the best ambassador the United States could
have.” said Sheila Mathrani, correspondent for an Indian business
newspaper, the Economic Times. ' What a woman.”

**The charges against her husband are disgusting,” French
Ambassador-at-Large Jean-Daniel Tordjmann said. *" Yet through it
all, she hs's managed to remain hard po, resolute. She is a wonderfully
resolute woman.” ' ’

The economic forum, an annual event, has brought leading figures
ﬁumgovanmmt.busim.themedia. academia and other fields from
-umdtheglobetothissldmmwedhighhmeAlpsofenstan
Switzerland.

In debates arid brainstorming sessions, participants have been

i joanhrorcooognedmfamcswthewcsw)dalmiling
Washington, with Dominique Moisi, a prominent French political
sdmﬁs.lﬂ:ming'itmtbeplotofﬂmehmovieabo\nadmay.
where ** A loves B who loves C who isinlovewith D" " -

President Clinton's unexpectedly record high ratings in the latest
Pom-bowcver.nppwlohwesoothedwﬁerjimmmﬁs :
presidency might be in peril. In her own way, the first lady, who
arrived in Switzerland on Saturday, alsoappmtohaveemm’b_med-
lotheimpt&ionthmitisbusinasasusmlhx\ﬂashingm. ' A

Mpeoplestoodintheaislaofmeauditaiu_mtolistmdseﬁmlady ;
praised both the role of democratic government and a free-market \
economy in bettering people's lives, but said that politicians and ,
business people need to pay more attention to the *"third leg of the
stool” a vibrant civil society. N

Institutions such as the family and religion make *"life worth living.”
she said, and that can serve as a bulwark against the temptations of |

instant gratification promulgated by the mass media.

The first lady made no comment on the accusations against her
husband in her address or in answers to written questions that were
passed from the audience to the dais.

Also mum was one of Clinton's closest political cronies, Washington
attorney Vernon E. Jordan, who is attending the Davos meeting.
Jordan has come under scrutiny in the controversy for helping find a
job for former White House intern Monica S. Lewinsky, who may
have had a sexual relationship with the president.

































