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o Assodiated Press
RACE—Hillary Rodham Clinton talked about racism with high school
students in Boston. Above, Claudy Paul speaks with the first lady. A17

First Lady Hails Students
in Rally Against Racism

From Times Wire Services ~

OSTON—First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton praised middle
and high :school students attending a rally against racism
Tuesday for “standing up for what is hest about America.”

At the Team Harmony rally in Boston, which has seen its share
of racial strife, the first lady talked to 20 teenagers onstage
betweenspeeches by Red Sox star first baseman Mo Vaughn and
New England Patriots fullback Sam Gash, as about 10,000 other
students listened and cheered.

Tuesday’s dialogue was part of an annual event by Team
Harmony, an initiative begun by Boston-area professional sports
teams in 1994 to help middle- and high-schoolers combat bigotry.

Clinton cited the effort as an effective program in her book, “It
Takes a Village and Other Lessons Children Teach Us.”

After hearing several tales of how the students had experienced
and combated racism, anti-Semitism or homophobia, Clinton told
them: “Youreally are standing up for what is best about America.”

The first lady told the children that the best way to handle racist
behavior is to refuse to respond.

One student asked Clinton whether she thought affirmative
action has helped or hurt American race relations. She replied that
it has done both, 'by uplifting poor minorities and by being
“misconstrued and misunderstood and used in a negative way.”

Boston'’s past includes vigorous opposition to busing to integrate
schools in the '60s and "70s. About 30 years after passage of federal
civil rights laws, the city remains one of racial and ethnic enclaves.
















plain that Asians are numerically the

biggest losers from “affirmative ac-.

Llon,"_as they surely will be, we'll send
them in to talk to Bill Lann Lee, who of
course got his job at Justice, according
to his nominators, purely on merit.
__Atthe moment, Mr. Clinton and his
Side are putting across affirmative ac-
tion as some sort of disembodied good-
ness, unconnected to much of any-
thing other than their intentions. Asa
complement to this effort, Mr. Clinton
last week kicked off his series of town
hall meetings on what appears to be
vaguely the same subject. But there
are in fact a couple of concrete, much-
Studied subjects that haven’t come up
in these venues—inner-city public
schools and the welfare system.’
Across the entire length of this 30
years of moral snootiness, every single
June has sent yet another nation’s
worth of “graduating” inner-city 18-
year-ol_ds washing over the front steps
of public high schools that failed to pre-
pare them for anything, much less an
SAT exam. We saw no moral crusades
to stop this human waterfall of ill-pre-
pared students. Nor, across those
same 30 years, when the pathologies of
the welfare system were i
fz_'om hundreds of holes in the inner-
city dikes, did we see these same peo-
ple step down from their pulpits to ask
anything other than that more money
be .poured into the same catastrophic
welfare programs.

Then a few vears ago Mr. Mc-
Curry's “hard conservatives" started
suggesting school choice as a compet-
itive prod to the collapsed schools in
places like the District of Columbia.
The teachers unions said no way, and
President Clinton dutifully killed the
voucher plan for D.C. students. These
are the people claiming the affirma-
tive-action high ground?

On Tuesday in Boston, Hillary
Clinton held her own town hall on
racial healing inside a basketball
arena. One of the students asked Mrs.
Clinton if she'd experienced discrimi-
nation, and she told a childhood story
about a soccer goalie who once said, “I
hate you.” Flying home later, Ms.
Clinton told her entourage that there
was a lot of tension in her school in
Park Ridge, Ill., among the Italians, '
Slavs, Poles and so forth. “Some corri-
dors you couldn’t walk down without
feeling unsafe, uncomfortable.”

This is the mountaintop from
which we are about to receive a recess
appointment for Bill Lann Lee, along
with denunciations of his opposition as
out of touch with the wishes of the
American people. At some level there
are surely serious issues to discuss
about the appropriate role of race in
the nation’s future. But under the cir-
cumstances, it’s probably not going to
happen just now.






By Peter Baker
Washington Post Staff Writer

BOSTON, Dec. 9—The chill in the
air prompted her to say something to a
stranger, but the chill in the response
would stay with her for a lifetime,

During a junior high school soccer

game, a teenage Hillary Rodham
turned to the goalie from the other
‘team and remarked, “Boy, it's really
cold.” The other girl snapped, “I wish
people like you would freeze.”
Stunned, the future first lady asked
how she could feel that way when she
did not even know her. “I don't have to
know you,” the goalie shot back, “to
know I hate you.”

More than 35 years later, Hillary
Clinton recalled the pain of that child-
hood encounter today as she dis-
cussed the combustible issue of race
with a sports arena filled with 11,000
iceegagers from throughout New Eng-
and.

The first lady used the tale as an
object lesson about the need for under-
standing during her appearance at the
Fleet Center here, the latest chapter in
President Clinton's year-long cam-
paign to start a national conversation
on race relations in America.

Only later in an interview did she
say that the goalie was white, but
Clinton said that the girl came from
Eastern European descent and resent-
ed what she apparently considered
“some sort of uppity, wealthy, white-
bread” girl.

The forum was a very different
scene from her husband’s inaugural
town hall meeting on race in Akron,
Ohio, last week. Where his was C-
SPAN, hers was MTV. With the lights
turned down and music from U-2
blaring from the speakers, today’s
meeting had the atmospherics of a
rock concert. The discussion, too,
seemed livelier and less structured
than the Akron town hall—although,
like that dialogue, it was dominated by
a chorus of people who agreed with
each other. -

Wearing matching white and blue
T-shirts, mobs of excited eighth-
through 11th-graders filled most of the
home of the Boston Celtics for the
fourth annual such gathering orga-
nized by a group calling itself the
Team Harmony Foundation.

One of the foundation’s co-found-
ers, former Celtics assistant coach Jon
Jennings, began working this fall in
Marshall's office as a White House
fellow. The first lady was invited as



















action had helped or hurt Ameri-
can race relations. She replied
that it had done both, by uplifting
poor minorities and by being
“misconstrued and misunder-
stood and used in a negative
way.”

Since candor was contagious,
the first lady told of her own
brush with prejudice.

She was about 13 years old and
she, too, was on the soccer team.
It was very cold, so she tried to
make small talk about the weath-
er with the goalie, who replied,
“I don't care if youre cold. I
wish people like you would
freeze.””

“I said, ‘How can you hate
Egople like us? You don’t even

ow us,” Mrs. Clinton recalled.
“She said, ‘I don’t have to know
you to know I hate you.” And T've
never forgotten that."”

Hers wasn’t a racial incident,
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was
of Eastern European descent,
and she considered the then-
Hillary Rodham as a ‘‘rich, Was-
py type.” Those kinds of “‘non-
black-white” tensions also need
to be addressed, for they are a
larger problem than many be-
lieve, Mrs. Clinton said.

yesterday’s dialogue was part
of an annual event by Team
Harmony, an initiative begun by
Boston-area professional sports
teams in 1994 to help middle- and
high-schoolers combat bigotry.

Mrs. Clinton joined profession-
al athletes, local bands and the
cast of an MTV program before
10,000 eighth- through 11th-grad-
ers.
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First Lady,
Boston Youth
Talk Prejudice

By SONYA ROSS
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — The matter-of-fact
tone in Amy Coran's voice belied
the pain she felt that day when
someone at her soccer game
shouted the joke she recounted
yesterday to first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

“There were these four boys
... Then one said, ‘What's the
difference between a Jew and a
pizza? A pizza doesn't scream in
the oven,’ " Amy said, as sighs of
shock rippled among the thou-
sands of teen-agers listening in
FleetCenter sports arena.

“Why do you think young peo-
ple say things like that? What's
going on in their heads?” Mrs.
Clinton asked.

“Ignorance!” shouted a boy
deep in the upper-level seats.

“Insecurity!” yelled someone
else.

So it went for an hour as Mrs.
Clinton engaged Boston-area
youth in a discussion about bigot-
ries far older than any of them. It
was the type of candor that Presi-
dent Clinton sought — but didn't
get — when he kicked off his na-
tional dialogue on race in Akron,
Ohio, last week.

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton
said the responses in Akron were
probably less forthcoming be-
cause “people feel overwhelmed
by the race initiative.” She sug-
gested that there be a focus on
“those little things that create
human connections.”

“ felt so stunned,” said Claudy
Paul, a senior at a mostly white
high school, who told Mrs. Clin-
ton a schoolmate used a racial
slur one day as he boarded a
school bus.

“Did you ever try to sit down
and talk with that young man?”
Mrs. Clinton asked.

“Yes I did,” Claudy replied.
“He said, ‘I'm sorry,’ and ‘some of
my best friends are black.’ My
mom was telling me how racist
the school was. I did not want to

believe her. Then that happened
to me.”

One student asked Mrs. Clin-
ton whether she thought affirma-
tive action had helped or hurt
American race relations. She re-
plied that it had done both, by
uplifting poor minorities and by
being “misconstrued and misun-
derstood and used in a negative
way_"

Since candor was contagious,
the first lady told of her own
brush with prejudice.

She was about 13 years old and
she, too, was on the soccer team.
It was very cold, so she tried to
make small talk about the weath-
er with the goalie, who replied, “I
don’t care if you're cold. I wish
people like you would freeze.'”

“] said, ‘How can you hate peo-
ple like us? You don't even know
us,” Mrs. Clinton recalled. “She
said, ‘I don’t have to know you to
know I hate you.” And I've never
forgotten that.”

Hers wasn't a racial incident,
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was
of Eastern European descent, and
she considered the then-Hillary
Rodham as a “rich, Waspy type.”
Those kinds of “non-black-white”
tensions also need to be ad-
dressed, for they are a larger
problem than many believe, Mrs.
Clinton said.

“people overlook the impor-
tance of forcing this conversa-
tion,” she said. “The black-white
issue has to be the focus because
it's the unfinished business of |
America. But I think we can help
people understand it better if
they see it as part of the overall
dilemma of bigotry and prejudice
that we have to contend with.”

Yesterday's dialogue was part
of an annual event by Team Har-
mony, an initiative begun by Bos-
ton-area professional sports
teams in 1994 to help middle- and
high-schoolers combat bigotry.

Mrs. Clinton joined profession-
al athletes, local bands and the
cast of an MTV program before
10,000 eighth- through 11th-grad-
ers. The three-hour program also
was broadcast live over New En-
gland Cable News.
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Akron to host first town meeting
on Clinton race initiative

ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘WASHINGTON - President
Cliniton scheduled his first town hall
meeting on race for next month in
Alron, Ohio, and met with aides yes-
terday to refocus his initiative lo
promote racial harmony in America.

" The White House is looking to in-
ject vigor into what has been a slow-
moving eampaign.

,Clinton chose Akron Lo open the
town hall series.Dec. 3 because of
the city’s moves in recent years lo
confront its racial problems. The

White [House was impressed with a
program ealled the Coming Togeth-
er Project, designed Lo promole
awareness of other cultures through
the arts, and with the Akron Beacon
Journal's yearlong Pulitzer Prize-
winning examination of race.

“We think Akron as a community
has really stepped up to deal honest-
ly and openly on race relations,”
White House spokesman Joe Lock-
hart said.

The Akron meeling is expected
to last about 90 minules, and is ex-
pected to focus on allitudes among

young people, al the suggestion of
Clinton's race advisory board.

*They've already given us gufxl
advice on education and economics
and focusing on youth,” said Sylvia
Mathews, deputy White House chief
of stafl. "1 think the iniliative has
picked up its speed.”

The president scheduled a meet-
ing last cvening with young adults
aged 23 to 30. White House mde.r.
characterized it as one in an ongoing
‘series of general outreach meetings,
and not specifically about the race
initiative.

Choosing the medium-sized Ohio
ity also eliminates the prospect thut
# town hall meeting designed o piro-
voke a blunt discussion on US racial
problems would be conducted in 2
large, urban venue where whites
would be unlikely to attend. Akron is
73 percent white, 24.5 percent black
and 2 percent Asian, Hispanic, and
American Indian.

T_he president, along with Vice
Pre_mdenl Al Gore, announced his
choice at an hourlong meeling in the
White House's Cabinet Room with a
hall-dozen key aides and a few mem-

bers of his race advisory board's
stuff. i

Lockhart characterized yester-
day's gathering as an internal meot-
ing "just to make sure thal we are all
on the same page.”

Since its inception in June, Lhe
seven ber board, headed by his-
lorian John Hope: Franklin, has met r
only twice. Its third meeting is to bé'-
next week at the University of Mary-’
land.

At yesterday's meeting, Gore
identified two areas that need to be
addressed, the officials said ~ foster-

ing a broader understanding of the
“unique sullering” of minority and
ethnic groups and the “unique con-
tributions™ such groups have made.
To promote crealive ways W re-
solving racial problems, the advisory
board has posted a list of “promising
practices” on its Internel site, so
that local communities can_duplicate

‘ThBS Bfforts

Akron's Coming Together Pro-
ject is among them. Another-is Team
Harmony, 2 Boston program that
gets young people of all races in-
volved in various projects.




ing a break in the meeting, Franklin said:
“Slavery or segregation, what else might
there be an apology for?”

He added: "I don't know anybody who
knows the history of this country who would
be satisified with that. The problem is much
more extensive than that”

The meeting of the board at the May-
flower Hotel here was the group's second
since Clinton announced the race initiative at
a San Diego commencement speech in June.

Although the advisory board has hired an
executive director and 24 full-ime employ-
ces, the centerpicce of its effort - the dia-
logue that will come throgh a series of town
meetings - has been slow Lo develop, as have
concrete programs that are another major
component of the initiative. Advisory board
members say the December town meeting
will be held somewhere in the Midwest,
though the location has not been determined.

Clinton applauded the panel for deciding”

at its first meeting to focus on educalion and
cconomics as the gateway Lo improving race
relations, and suggested that the advisory
board look into using diverse school distriets
Lo study how the races can gel along on
day-lo-day basis.

“l think we might learn a geat deal if
you could get some of these children and
maybe even some of their parents together
and have an honest talk about how the kids
are doing in the schools, how the parents are
doing in the workplace and in the larger soci-
cty, and what that tells us aboul where we
need Lo go in the future,” Clinton said.

He suggested that the advisory beard
publish a compendium of such local efforts as
Team Harmony, a Boston-based program
that brings together middle and high school
students of different racial and ethnic back-
grounds who spend a year talking in their
schools and to students in other schools
about racial and ethnic tolerance.















Development Jon Jennings and Executive
Director of the New England Anti-Defamation
of an annual group rally against hate. Now in
its fourth year, Team Harmony attracts more
than 10,000 middle and high school students
from throughout Massachusetts who spend a
day (this year, Dec. 9) at the Fleet Center.
Professional athletes from Boston’s five sports
teams — the Red Sox, Celtics, Bruins, Patriots
and New England Revolution — as well as
musicians and inspiring speakers contribute to
a festive atmosphere celebrating diversity.

An event such as Team Harmony provides
an opportunity for students from isolated envi-
ronments to mix with a variéty of people.
Awards are given to schools that have been
leaders in fighting racial incidents and have
developed innovative programs which further
understanding, such as multicultural food and

dance camivals or shows that instruct the pub--

lic about anti-Semitism. Individual students
who have made a difference by being peer

leaders, Big Brothers/Big Sisters or have taken
controversial stands for freedom of expression
are also recognized.
The goal of Team Harmony is to motivate
kids to take action, to feel empowered to fight
prejudice. Even though our society is suppos-
edly a melting pot, the roots of racism run
deep. A day comprising part education and part
entertainment can start to build a foundation of
change as teenagers realize that both name-
calling and exclusionary behavior hurt.

Whether a student is a member of her
school’s multicultural alliance, Jewish group,
homosexual-lesbian alliance, Republican club
or women's issues group, setting aside a day to
gather with all these factions teaches lessons
that can be leamed beyond the classroom.
Youngsters experience the message that there
should be space for eachi of their voices. There
is power in their numbers if together they take
a stand against ignorance. O

Betsy Banks Epstein is a Cambridge resi-
dent.
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A question from Little Rock:

LEONARD ZAKIM

or the hundreds of high school stu-

dents gathered recently at Central

High School in Little Rock, Ark.,

the event had a party atmosphere
to it. Loud music with an inescapable beat
blasted through the lifting morning drizzle.
The insidiously ugly battlefield of hate that
symbolized Central High 40 years ago, when
nine brave African-American teenage boys
and girls tried to enter the school, must have
seemed worlds and time eras away. But not
for the Little Rock nine: Their scars have
not healed, and their reunion was inextrica-
bly tinged with dark memories of the intense
physical and emotional isolation and assault
they endured.

America has long been a nation exper-
iencing various levels of denial about the
depth of racial bigotry and its history, scars,
and legacy. We exaggerate some progress,
ignore evidence of continued bigotry and in-
equality, and celebrate our diversity, more
by eating tacos, pizza, bagels, and Chinese

How do we scale the walls of our ghettos?

food than through interpersonal relations.

In Little Rock, the acknowledgment of
old sins and the willingness to work to heal
the wounds opened a new symbolic door to
better race relations. Speaker after speaker
distinguished between forgiveness and for-
getting. President Clinton eloquently sug-
gested that the opposite of integration was
no longer segregation, but disintegration.

Ernest Green, speaking on behalf of the
nine, offered hope for a better future - if we
get serious about bridging the gap. This will
not happen unless we make it a priority in
our outreach, social relationships, conversa-
tions, actions, and collaborations.

As we in the Jewish community celebrate
the high holidays, we are seeking atonement
- not first by begging forgiveness but by ac-
knowledging the sins, in word, deed, and
thought, we have committed, individually or
collectively. This took 40 years to happen in
Little Rock. Time did not heal the wounds -
actions did. Those of us, Christian, Muslim,
and Jew, who understand that we do live in
“King’s network of inescapable mutuality,”
realize we have much work to do to take this
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Drury students to be honored
for promoting harmony

By Lisi de Bourbon
Berkshire Eagle Stafr

NORTH ADAMS — Disturbed
by several reports of racial slurs,
gender insults and homophobic
remarks at Drury High School,
a guidance counselor and a
group of students decided in
1995 to do something about it.

That fall, they formed the Di-
versity Committee, a group
consisting of students, faculty
and administrators to combat
discrimination and intolerance.

The committee wrote a har-

assment policy * that “included
disciplinary action for offenders.
And it instituted daylong dis-
cussions that are held each year

to help eradicate hatred at the
school.

Tomorrow, the school and the
committee's efforts will be
honored in Boston at “Team
Harmony IV,” a blockbuster
rally sponsored by the Team
Harmony Foundation, Fleet
Bank, the Anti-Defamation
League of New England and all
five of Boston’s professional

sports teams.

Anne French, a Drury adjust-
ment counselor who spear-
headed the Diversity Commit-
tee, said yesterday that _ﬁrst
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
and such sports giants ‘as Red
Sox first baseman Mo Vaughn,
former Boston Bruins star Cam
Neely, Patriots fullback Sam
Gash and linebacker Ted John-
son, -Celtics guard Dee Brown
and Sheryl Swoopes of the
WNBA are expected to attend.

In addition, 10,000 high school

students from Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and New Hamp-
shire have been invited to the
fourth annual rally.

Drury is one of five schools in
New England that will be
commended for making a dif-
ference by combatting prejudice
and promoting respect for di-
versity, according to a press re-
lease from the Team Harmony
Foundation.

An estimated 25 students will
attend, French said, adding that
five from the Diversity Com-
SR e o gl g

| mittee will accept the award.

New England Cable News is
scheduled to broadcast the rally,
which runs from 10 to 2, French
said. And the Drury contingent
will have its photograph taken
with Mrs. Clinton.

Students from the committee
who will accept the award are
Becky Cohen, Grade 12; Am-
anda Hartlege, Grade 10; Al-
aequah Metter, Grade 11; Dani-
elle Owczarski, Grade 12 and
Lyndsey Ritter, Grade 10,

Roger F. Cirone, principal at
Drury, said last night that he is
extremely proud of the commit-
tee, especially since it has con-
tributed to a positive change in
the school’s atmosphere.

Students, he said, are not as
mean-spirited as they were be-
fore the committee was
founded.

French said that two years
ago, she and others at the
school were upset by some in-
cidences involving discrimina-
tion, including racial epithets



















Students:-Local children to hear national leaders

year and was chosen again this year.
She is the president of the Nettle stu-
dent council.

Last year, a film was shown about
swastikas painted in a community.
Erin said it opened her eyes.

“It really happens, but I don’t see
it in my community,” Erin said. “We
were all kind of amazed.”

The program is sponsored by The
Team Harmony Foundation, Fleet

Bank and the Anti-Defamation

League. The program began when
former Boston Celtics Captain Reg-
gie Lewis and former Celtics assis-

tant coach Jon Jennings wanted to
start an event to teach youngsters to
respect each others differences.
After Mr. Lewis’ death, Mr. Jen-
nings worked with the Anti-Defama-
tion League and The Rendon Group
to develop Team Harmony.
* Jason Burton, 13, son of Joanne
and Craig Burton, said teaching
against discrimination starts with
young people.

“It’s.important to do it when

you're younger. Eventually we'll be
older and we're the next generation
of people,” Jason said. “If we don't
do it, people after us will learn not to
do it and we will help stop it.”
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N.A. students
in limelight

Drury diversity group honored

By EILEEN E. FLYNN .
North Adams Transcnpt fpace ong

NORTHADAMS Itseasy,
to get-lost in: MMd when -
more than 10,000. students from.

New England' high schools con-
verge on the Fleet ‘Center in
Boston.

Bmthe?SDmyHighSdnol
students attending the Team Har-
mony event today will gamer.a
bit of the limelight-today as they
hobnob_ with First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, enjoy reserved .
front row seating and participate

in the opening ceremonies on
stage.

-The special treatment is the re-
ward for Drury’s active Diversity
Committee, a group: of students .
who.formed two years ago.to ad-
dress issues of tolerance at their
school. - Adjustment Counsellor
Annechhgunmmdﬂncom—

_mdDm-ywasmeofﬁve

schools —.out of more than 600
— chosen to receive the award.
French described the Diversity




More than 11,000 students from
across the state attended Tues-
day’s ceremony, adding to the
26,000 who have attended previous
Team Harmony events.

Also attending the event were
Red Sox first baseman Mo
Vaughn, Sheryl Swoopes of the
WNBA, Boston Celtics guard Dee
Brown, and New England Patri-
ots’ stars Chris Slade, Ted John-
son and Sam Gash.

Music and MTV

There was music by the Blessid
Union of Souls, an appearance by
the cast of MTV’s “Real World”’
and a presentation by Donna Har-
ris Lewis, widow of Boston Celtic
basketball player Reggie Lewis.
Former Bruins forward Cam

Neely presented the Team Harmo-
ny award to North Attleboro High
School.

“It makes me feel wonderful to
see our kids caring so much about
other people”” said English
teacher Sue Caldwell, who is the
SCAR adviser. “I am so proud of
the way these kids are willing to
reach out to others”

Students who attended the
event described their feelings
after what they admitted was an
emotionally draining day.

“I think we have a better sense
of unity, that it will be done if peo-
ple will work together” said stu-
dent Christine Truffa.

“When you can actually see
and hear what’s happened to peo-
ple, it makes a real difference”
said Stacey Philibert. )

. About 20 students related expe-
riences where they had faced
racism and bigotry, including a
student from Sharon High School
about the anti-Semitic catcalls
made during a soccer game
against Mansfield High School.

Student Katie Fisher said the
words of one speaker stuck with
her. The speaker talked about the
outside of people’s homes, and
that: people don’t generally dis-
criminate against someone else
based on what their home looks
like.

Why, the speaker asked, should
the color of their skin be any dif-
ferent?

“I don’t remember who said
that, but I remember what she
said,”" Fisher said.
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Wareham students
off to diversity rally

By Anne Saita
Standard-Times staff writer
WAREHAM — Fleet Bank Branch Manager Ann
German wondered if there was much local interest in
Team Harmony IV, an annual regional rally at the Fleet-
“Center « promote diversity and teach tolerance.
She feared there would be few representatives from
Wareham. Those fears, it turns out, were unfounded.
Almost 100 students from Wareham middle and high
schools will board a bus at 7:45 a.m. today to tmeet with
10,000 of their peers for a party in Boston.
As in past years, the ranks will also include young

people from junior highs, middle schools and high
schools all over the SouthCoast.

“T was really encouraged that there were that many
children interested in diversity,” Ms. German said yes-
terday. “And I thought that’s a wonderful reflection of
their upbringing and our community.”

Of course, it helps that the itinerary includes a
keynote speech by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton,
whose husband has made race relations a priority this
year.

And it certainly didn’t hurt to hear that other celebri-
ties would include Boston Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn,

WNBA high-scorer Sheryl Swoopes, tormer Boston
Bruin Cam Neely, the New England Patriots’ Sam Gash
and ’I_‘ed Johnson, the New England Revolution’s Ivan
McKinley, Boston Celtics co-captain Dee Brown, and
marathoners Rick and Dick Hoyt.
_Add appearances by the cast of MTV’s “Real World
in Boston™ and musical guests Blessid Union of Souls,
ﬁd it’s a wonder only 100 kids signed up for the field
p.
Actually, more probably would love to attend, but
those boarding buses today have made more, than a











































she said.

Anna bélieves the more stu-

de_nts talk about the evils of dis-
crimination, the more they can
prevent it.
_Today’s agenda will include
award presentations for stu-
dents, faculty, and administra-
tors who have demonstrated
leadership in combating discrimi-
nation. Interactive discussions
and dramatic presentations will
be held to show students how to
guard against racism and dis-
crimination.

Leonard Hull, an eighth-grade
social studies teacher at the Par-
ker School in Taunton, said the
area that will be a real introduc-
tion to some students is gay
rights.

“Gay rights is still one issue
_that school systems are very cau-
tious in dealing with,” he said.

- ~—Team “Harmony, held at the
FleetCenter, is an effort brought
together by the Team Harmony
Foundation, the Anti-Defamation
League of -New ‘England, Fleet
Bank, and all five of Boston’s pro-
fessional sports teams, as well as
leading community and ‘business
organizations.












it is for young people to promote
tolerance, harmony and respect ...
it has to be a joint effort of
younger and older people. I actual-
ly think this is one situation
“where young people can be the
leaders in showing the way.”
When confronted with racist
comments or acts, students should
stay calm and give the person a
chance to apologize, she said.
“There are still going to be peo-

ple.who are so ‘unhappy.inside.
that they just won’t-be able to

accept other people,” she said.
“We need to render them as harm-

less as.possible. and-not, allow_

them to hurt others.”

Mrs. Clinton’s message seemed'_.,
to resonate with students from the

North Shore. Students ‘from Dan-

are realizing they are not so differ-
ent than everybody else.”

Lulay, who is Jewish, knows
firsthand about the pain that can
be caused by bigotry. Last year,
vandals drew swastikas onthe

. walls at Peabody High School,

cansing an uproar in the city.

“It's me this time,” Lulay said
she told fellow students gathered at
an assembly in the wake of the van-
dahsm "Next tune 1t n:ught be
youw.” ;

Lulay was’ among 14 students -
and three teachers from Peabody .
High School attending the event.
Kelly-Robertie, 17, a senior at the .
school, said it was heartening to -
see Mrs: Clinton and other political

‘leaders - tapkle the problem of -

vers, Hamilton, Ipswich, the Mas- "

conomet RegionaliHigh School, . -

Newbur
ham were
the event.

Uryport;: ‘Peabody- and ‘Wen

Rachel- Lulay; 16 a se':plor at’ b
- stage, students at Ipswlch High-...- The'Clintons are:involved in a

Peabody High School, said the
event:was a lot of fun, but it was
also edugatlonal One way to
redude“fgﬁelsnf is to educate people’
abouti “horrible effects, she said.

It's nnportant to keep .up the
awareness,” Lulay Sald “People

ongthose attendmg g

racism.

_“It’s good to promote the i‘act %

that it is out there;” Robertlesald.
“People can learn about it and dis*

cuss it. It’s out there hut tis

senior at Ipswich High, after Mrs.
Clinton appea.red “I love her. She
is so inspiring.’

Adam Stern, 18, also a senior at
Ipswich High, said no one should

-take racism lightly.

“We can learn to get along with
each other and get rid of violence
and racism,” Stern said. “We're
all equal. We don’t need to have
racism and bigotry."”

-, Mrs. Clinton was joined by pro-

- fessional athletes like Mo Vaughn

of the Red Sox and Sam Gash of
the Patriots. Some of the loudest
cheers, however, came for mem-
bers of the cast of an MTV pro-

gram.

i Mrs. Clinfon was continuing a
~discussion started last week in
Akron, Ohio by her husband.
While President Clinton failed last
week:to:elicit frank responses
,ﬁomoo]lege students and commu-
nity eaders, Mrs. Clinton suc-

eceeg}_e by asking some’ ‘provoca-

When Mrs.’ Clmton took -the -t:ve questions of studerits.

School joined others in a loud - —campalg'n to-get Americans .to
applause for the First Lady. About. . challenge and resolve racial prob-
15 students from several Ipsmch - lems. The effort is being guided by
schools were at theevent. ~~ 7 a seven-member advisory board,
“She’s an -incredible role _which is compiling information
model,” said Kate Taylor, 17, a - “for a report by the president.
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First Lady talks about
prejudice with students

By DAN RunG

tway News Service

BOSTON — Saying that “we
nught to be helping each other, not
hindering each other,” Hillary
Rodham Clinton yesterday urged
students te work toward ending
nrejudice and intolerance in society.

In an event at the Fleet Center
sports complex, the First Lady led
a candid discussion about bigotry
with 32 teenagers on the stage with
her. As she listened to their stories
about encounters with racism. she
often paused to address the esti-
mated 10,000 middle and high
school students in the audience,

including students from about 10
schools on the North Shore,

Clinton was in Boston to partici-
pate in a four-hour forum orga-
nized by Team Harmony, an initia-
tive launched by Boston-area ath-
letes three years ago to help stu-
dents fight racism.

She told students they must
work with their parents and other
adults to combat racism.

“This is a really important
point,” she said. “As important as
it is for young people to promote
tolerance, harmony and respect ...
it has to be a joint effort of younger
and older people. I actually think
this is one situation where young




people can be the leaders in show-
ing the way.”

When confronted with racist
comments or acts, students should
stay calm and give the person a
chance to apologize, she said.

“There are still going to be peo-
ple who are so unhappy inside that
they just won’t be able to accept
other people,” she said. “We need
to render them as harmless as pos-
sible and not allow them to hurt
others.”

Clinton's message seemed to res-
onate with students from the
North Shore. Students from Dan-
vers, Hamilton, Ipswich, the Mas-
conomet Regional High School,
Peabody and Wenham were among
those attending the event.

Rachel Lulay, 16, a senior at
Peabody High School, said the
event was a lot of fun, but it was
also educational. One way to
reduce racism is to educate people
about its horrible effects, she said.

“It’'s important to keep up the
awareness,” Lulay said. “People
are realizing they are not so differ-
ent than everybody else.”

Lulay, who is Jewish, knows
firsthand about the pain that can
be caused by bigotry. Last year,
vandals drew swastikas on the
walls at Peabody High School,
causing an uproar in the city.

“It's me this time,” Lulay said
she told fellow students gathered at
an assembly in the wake of the
vandalism. “Next time, it might be
you.”

Lulay was among 14 students and
three teachers from Peabody High
School attending the event. Kelly
Robertie, 17, a senior at the school,
said it was heartening to see
Clinton and other political leaders
tackle the problem of racism.

“It's good to promote the fact
that it is out there,” Robertie said.
“People can learn about it and dis-
cuss it. It’s out there, but it's
wrong."”

When Clinton took the stage, stu-
dents at Ipswich High School
joined others in a loud applause for
the First Lady. About 15 students
from several Ipswich schools were
at the event.

“She’s an incredible role model,”
said Kate Taylor, 17, a senior at
Ipswich High, after Clinton ap-
peared. “I love her. She is so inspir-
lng_"

Adam Stern, 18, also a senior at
Ipswich High, said no one should
take racism lightly.

“We can learn to get along with
each other and get rid of violence
and racism,” Stern said. “We're all
equal. We don't need to have
racism and bigotry.”

Clinton was joined by profes-
sional athletes like Mo Vaughn of
the Red Sox and Sam Gash of the
Patriots. Some of the loudest
cheers, however, came for mem-
bers of the cast of MTV's “Real
World.”

Clinton was continuing a discus-
sion started last week in Akron,
Ohio by her husband. While
President Clinton failed last week
to elicit frank responses from col-
lege students and community lead-
ers, Clinton succeeded by asking
some provocative questions of stu-
dents.

The Clintons are involved in a
campaign to get Americans to chal-
lenge and resolve racial problems.
The effort is being guided by a
seven-member advisory board,
which is compiling information for
a report by the president.






Talk: First lady, teens discuss racism

replied, “I don’t care if you're
cold. [ wish people like you would
freeze.” *

“I said, How can you hate
people like us? You don't even
know us,” Mrs. Clinton recalled.
“She said, T don't have to know
you to know I hate you.” And I've
never forgotten that.”

Hers wasn’t a racial incident,
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was
of Eastern European descent, and
she considered the then-Hillary
Rodham as a “rich, Waspy type.”
Those kinds of “non-black-white”
tensions also need to be
addressed, for they are a larger

problem than many believe, Mrs.
Clinton said.

“People overlook the
importance of forcing this
conversation,” she said. “The
black-white issue has to be the
focus because it's the unfinished
business of America. But I think
we can help people understand it
better if they see it as part of the
overall dilemma of bigotry and
prejudice that we have to contend
with."”

Tuesday’s dialogue was part of
an annual event by Team
Harmony, an initiative begun by
Boston-area professional sports

teams in 1994 to help middle- and
high-schoolers combat bigotry.
Mrs. Clinton joined
professional athletes, local bands
and the cast of an MTV program
before 10,000 eighth- through
11th-graders. The three-hour
program also was broadcast live
over New England Cable News.
The first lady told the children
that the best way to handle racist
behavior is to refuse to respond.
“It doesn’t always work to stand
there and yell and trade insults,”
she said. “There are still going to
be people who are so unhappy
inside ... that they won't be able

to accept other people,” she said.
“We need to make that number as
small as possible, and then
surround those people with our
own respect and love, so they are
rendered as harmless as
possible.”

As the president did in leading
his discussion in Akron, Mrs.
Clinton focused on attitudes
among young people. As in
Clinton’s dialogue, there was no
real divergence of opinion here.

“That didn’t bother me,” Mrs.
Clinton said. “Telling their own
stories was a big part of
educating their peers.”







































Lunenburg student
‘shared panelwith
‘Hillary Clinton

By Brad Leighton
Staff Writer

BOSTON — More than 10,000 student voices
filled the FleetCenter on Tuesday with a single vow.

Black, Hispanic, white, Asian — all together they
pledged to “stop those who, because of hate, would
hurt, harass or violate the civil rights of anyone.’

The students at Team Harmony IV spent the day
celebrating diversTiy, promising to respect differ:
ences in race, rehg:on culture, gender and sexual
orientation.

Among those thousands of voices were hundreds
from north central Massachusetts. Fitchburg sent
students from the high school, Memorial Middle
School, B.F. Brown Middle School and Remgold
Elementary School.

Joining the throng were students from
Leominster, Lunenburg and Oakmont Regional
high schools, Overlook Middle School and several
other schools in the Montachusett region.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was the
keynote speaker. But instead of giving a speech, she
discussed discrimination on stage with a panel of
32 students — one of whom was Lunenburg High
School's Meghann Boyle.

Mrs. Clinton asked Boyle why she felt people put
down other people for being different. “I think it is
because they have low self-esteem. It makes them -

' feel better to make fun of those
who are diﬂ'erent Boyle an-
swered.

-Afterward, Boyle said the first
lady is an, inspiration to many
ungwomen “She isagood role

modelasaworlﬁngwomananda third in her class. She enjoys

mother. She speaks her views,” kickboxing, soccer and indoor

Boyle said. and sprmg track. She also is in-
Meeting Mrs. Clinton. -

was especially interest-

ing o Boye, who wishes Thzs isa great idea, having
tend the Uni i
e mverstty gveryone coming together to

or San Diego ti in . ; 3
poliica iegotomajor in - make a stand against racism.

“Women need more Kurt Cormier of Ashburnham
representation in poli-* afreshman at Oakmont
tics :and_in business.. _.- SEpCe e
Bothares’tﬂl dominated ' -
by men, Buat we'are get-
dng-theré,” ‘'said Mrs.' '; e
Clinton:*Many of the things @ .i-vbtved in schodl plays and slu
and enjoy today.J couldntdo 30 dentgqvemment. S
years ago." '+ - “She received wordlate thay

‘Boyle has strajght A‘s and is she would be on the ‘panel.-*




don't know why they chose me,
but I'm glad they did,” Boyle said.

In the audience, Overlook -

eighth-grader  Louisa

Donelson of

Ashburnham thought it
was ‘interesting to hear

celebrities such 'as Mo

Vaughn, Matty Siegal of

Kiss 108 radio, WNBA

high scorer Sheryl

Swoopes, former Bruin

Cam  Neeley, New

England Patriots--Sam

Gash and, Ted Johnson,

the cast. of MTV!s ‘Real

World and severdl -others talk

abomt theu' experjences with
prejudicc

“It was intercst{ng to hear

them. They had.lots of stories.

and the students had lots of sto-

ries, all about how some people:

can treat other people,”
Donelson said.“This (the rally)
is really neat. There is a lot of di-
versity here.”

“This is a great:idea, having
everyone coming together to
make a stand against racism,”
said Kurt Cormier of
Ashburnham, a freShman at
Oakmont. “A lot of people think
. that kids today just cause trou-
ble. Actually, the ones that cause
trouble are the only ones people
pay attention to. Most kids are
good people. All the people you
see here are kids that are stand-
ing up for what is right."” he said.

Cormier and the other Oakmont
students are members of the stu-
dent council, which has attended
the rally the last three years.

The Reingold Elementary
School's Diversity Committee
agreed with Cormier. “Look at all
the kids here. This is wonderful:"
said Chapter 1 teacher Mabel
Hunter. “The Fitchburg schodl
system needs better representa-
tign here from the adults. The su-
perintendent of schools and the
administrators should be here.”

Hunter was impressed with
Mrs. Clinton. "She seemed very
down to earth and able to relate
to the children.

Team Harmony got its start
through the friendship of the late
Boston Celtics captain Reggie
Lewis and Jon Jennings, former
Celtics director of basketball de-
velopment. Lewis grew up in the
projects of Baltimore, while
Jennings grew up in an all-white
rural community in Indiana.

Through their friendship, they
decided to plan an anti-prejudice
event. Lewis died before the first -
Team Harmony on Dec. 13,

1994. Jennings joined forces
with all four (now five) profes-
sional sports teams in
Massachusetts, and the Anti-
Defamation League: of New
England. The first event drew
6,000 students and it has grown
every year since.
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Appears at Team Harmony in Boston

HiLLARY CLINTON ON THE RACE ISSUE

WASHINGTON (AP) — First lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton says little by little, more Americans will
express their true feelings on race as her husband’s
campaign for racial reconciliation continues working
its way through the country.

In an interview Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton compared
President Clinton’s national dialogue to medicine
that needs time to work. She spoke after her own
dialogue with Boston-area teen-agers who expressed
their encounters with racism more frankly than did
the group that spoke with the president last week in
Akron, Ohio.

The first lady said Tuesday’s discussion was
blunter because the audience was younger and had
been talking about racial issues long before she met
with them.

“I think people can get overwhelmed by the idea of
the race initiative,” Mrs. Clinton said. “They need lit-
tle pieces that they feel are doable for them.”

She encouraged an emphasis on “those little things’
that can create a human connection” between people’

of different races. Not everyone will attend the race
discussions, “but everyone can make more of an
effort,” she said.-

As the president did at the University of Akron,
Mrs. Clinton focused on attitudes among young peo-
ple. As in Akron, there was no real divergence of
opinion in Boston.

“That didn’t bother me,” Mrs. Clinton said.
“Telling their own stories was a big part of educating
their peers.”

She asked several questions of the 32 teen-agers
who joined her on stage to get them to say how they
felt or what they did when they encountered racism.
She asked whether any of them had family members
who were prejudiced — some indicated they did —
and if efforts like Team Harmony had changed any
of their perceptions about people of other races and
ethnicities.

The discussion was part of an annual anti-racism
rally of Team Harmony, an initiative begun by
Boston-area professional sports teams in 1994 to help
middle- and high-schoolers combat bigotry.

But mostly, Mrs. Clinton listened to students like
Tonderai Tabaziba, who said she was confused by
stereotypes, and Amy Coran, who recounted an anti-
Semitic joke that someone shouted at her soccer
game one day.

“Why do you think young people say things like
that? What's going on in their heads?” Mrs. Clinton
asked.

“Ignorance!” shouted a boy deep in the upper-level
seats.

“Insecurity!” yelled someone else.

Mrs. Clinton continues her travels today, speaking
at the United Nations to open its yearlong celebra-
tion of the signing of the declaration of human
rights.

In Boston Tuesday, one student asked her whether
she thought affirmative action had helped or hurt
American race relations. She replied that it had done

' both, by uplifting poor minorities-and by being

“misconstrued and misunderstood and used in a
negative way.”

Since candor was contagious, the first lady told of
her own brush with prejudice.

She was about 13 years old and on the soccer team.
It was very cold, so she tried to make small talk
about the weather with the goalie, who replied, “I
don’t care if you're cold. I wish people like you
would freeze.”

“] said, "How can you hate people like us? You
don’t even know us,” Mrs. Clinton recalled. “She
said, ‘I don‘t have to know you to know I hate you.’
And I've never forgotten that.”

Hers wasn't a racial incident, Mrs. Clinton said.
The goalie was of Eastern European descent, and she
considered Hillary Rodham a “rich, WASP-y type.”
Those kinds of “non-black-white” tensions also need
to be addressed, for they are a larger problem than
many believe, Mrs. Clinton said.

“The black-white issue has to be the focus because
it’s the unfinished business of America,” she said.
“But I think we can hélp people understand it better
if they see it as part of the overall dilemma of bigotry
and prejudice that we have to contend with.”
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North High group leads state

in fighting racism

BY AARON NICODEMUS
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

NORTH ATTLEBORO — North Attleboro High
School’s Student Coalition Against Racism received a
Team Harmony Award at a state-wide conference Tues-
day at the Fleet Center in Boston, one of only five high
school groups in the state to be so honored.

The award, meant to recognize schools that have ac-
tively worked to combat prejudice and promote respect

among students, singled out North Attleboro High for
the activities of its SCAR group.

The school’s SCAR group held a conference earlier
in the year.that involved 11 area schools, and has 230
student members. The North Attleboro High School
SCAR chapter’s large membership and its active inclu-
sion of other schools in the fight against racism helped
them to stand out.

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was the keynote
speaker at the Team Harmony IV event. Clinton spoke

to students about the effects of racism and praised the
students who participated in Tuesday's event. The first

lady had her picture taken with the 23 North Attleboro
students who attended the event.

The event is meant ‘“‘to promote the fight against

bias and toward mutual respect and civility,” one stu-
dent at a time.
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By Brian S. McNiff
Telegram & Gazette Boston Bureau

BOSTON — Hillary Rodham Clinton
told a gathering of more than 10,000 high
school students yesterday that affirma-
tive action has caused hurt only because it
has been misunderstood.

The president’s wife led a panel discus-
sion on discrimination with 32 selected
students at the FleetCenter as part of the
fourth Team Harmony event to promote
respect and combat bigotry. One of the
panelists ‘was 17-year-old Thao Tran, a
junior at Worcester’s Doherty Memorial
High School. v ~

Team Harmony right in tune

Mrs. Clinton finds more than a village fighting prejudice

B President Clinton opens human

rights gathering, Page A3.

The last question Mrs. Clinton took
from the floor at the end of the 50-minute
discussion sought her view on the explo-
sive issue of affirmative action.

] think that’s probably the most hotly
debated issue that we have to confront
right now,” she allowed, though she later
observed that much of the debate is “off-
subject.”

“From my personal gxperience and ob-

servation, I think that affirmative action
has helped, on the one hand, because ithas
given opportunities to many people to
prove themselves, which they havedone,”
Mrs. Clinton said. “But1think it has hurt
because I believe it has been misconstrued
and misunderstood and used in a negative
way.

“As the president has said, we need to
look for ways that we continue to open the
doors of opportunity to people who do not
otherwise have that opportunity,” she
added.



















® Harmocny.
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week in Akron, Ohio.

The first lady said Tuesday’s
discussion was blunter because
the audience was younger and had
been talking about racial issues
long before she met with them.

“I think people can get over-
whelmed by the idea of the race
initiative,” Mrs. Clinton said.
“They need little pieces that
they feel are doable for them.”

She encouraged an emphasis
on “those little things that can
create a human connection"’
between people of different
races. Not everyone will attend
the race discussions, “but every-
one can make more of an
effort,"” she said. !

(Twenty-five Wakeficld Iigh
students attended the rally,
members of the diversity club
WHASUP. Wakefield was one of
one of five schools to receive an
award for student efforts to pro-
mote sensitivity to diversity
issues.)

As the president did at the
University of Akron, Mrs. Clin-
ton focused on attitudes among
young people. As in Akron, there
was no real divergence of opin-
ion in Boston.

“That didn’t bother me,” Mrs.
Clinton said. “Telling their own
stories was a big part of educat-
ing their peers.”

She asked several questions of
the 32 teen-agers who joined her
on stage to get them to say how
they felt or what they did when

they encountered racism. She
asked whether any of them had
family members who were prej-
udiced — some indicated they
did — and if efforts like Team
Harmony had changed any of
their perceptions about people of
other races and ethnicities.

The discussion was part of an
annual anti-racism rally of
Team Harmony, an initiative
begun by Boston-area profes-
sional sports teams in 1994 to
help middle- and high-schoolers
combat bigotry.

But mostly, Mrs. Clinton lis-
tened to students like Tonderai
Tabaziba, who said she was con-
fused by stercotypes, and Amy
Coran, who recounted an anti-
Semitic joke thal somedne shout-
ed at her soccer game one day.

“Why do you think young peo-
ple say things like that? What's
going on in their heads?"" Mrs.
Clinton asked.

“‘Ignorance!"’ shouted a boy
deep in the upper-level seats.

“Insecurity!" yelled someone
else.

Mrs. Clinton continues her
travels today, speaking at the
United Nations to open its year-
long celebration of the signing of
the declaration of human rights. -

In Boston Tuesday, one stu-
dent asked her whether she
thought affirmative action had
helped or hurt American race
relations. She replied that it had
done both, by uplifting poor

minorities and by being ‘‘mis-
construed and misunderstood
and used in a negative way."

Since candor was contagious,
the first lady told of her own
brush with prejudice.

She was about 13 years old
and on the soccer team. It was
very cold, so she tried to make
small talk about the weather
with the goalie, who replied, “I
don’t care if you're cold. I wish
people like you would freeze.””

““I said, 'How can you hate
people like us? You don’t even
know us,”” Mrs. Clinton
recalled. “She said, 'I don't have
to know you to know I hate you.’
And I've never forgotten that.”

Hers wasn't a racial incident,
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie
was of Eastern European
descent, and she.considered
Hillary Rodham a “rich, WASP-
y type.” Those kinds of ‘“‘non-
black-white” tensions also need
to be addressed, for they are a
larger problem than many
believe, Mrs. Clinton said.

“The black-white issue has to
be the focus because it's the
unfinished business of Ameri-
ca,” she said. “But I think we
can help people understand it
better if they see it as part of the
overall dilemma of bigotry and
prejudice that we have to con-
tend with.”






First lady talks prejudice in Boston

BOSTON (AP) — The matter-of-
fact tone in Amy Coran’s voice
belied the pain she felt that day when
someone at her soccer game shouted
the joke she recounted Tuesday to
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

‘“There were these four boys ... .
Then one said, ‘What's the difference
between a Jew and a pizza? A pizza
doesn’t scream in the oven,"”” Amy
said, as sighs of shock rippled among
the mousands of teen-agers listening
in FleetCenter sports arena.

“*“Why do you think young people
say things like that? What's going on
in their heads?’’ Mrs. Clinton asked.

“‘Ignorance!”’ shouted a boy deep
in the upper-level seats.

““Insecurity!”’ yelled someone
else.

So it went for an hour as Mrs. Clin-
ton engaged Boston-area youth in a
discussion about bigotries far older
than any of them. It'was the type of
candor that President Clinton sought
— but didn’t get — when he kicked
off his national dialogue on race in
Akron, Ohio, last week. -

In an interview, Mrs, Clinton said
the responses in Akron were probab-
ly less forthcoming because *‘people
feel overwhelmed by theé race initia-
tive.” She suggested that there be a
focus on “‘those little things :that
create human connections.””” .

“I'felt so stunned,” said Claudy
Paul, a senior at a mostly white high
school, who told Mrs. Clinton a
schoolmate used a racial slur one day
as he boarded a school bus.

“‘Did you ever try to sit down and
talk: with -that young man?"’ Mrs.
Clinton - asked.

“Yes 1did,” Claudy rephed. “He
said; ‘I'm“sormry,” and ‘some of my
best l'nends.a:e ‘black.” My mom was.
tcllufgmhowmst the school was.
1 did ot want-1¢ beheved\cr Then
that happenéd ‘to me.”’

_One_student - asked Mrs. Clinton
whether -she. mought affirmative
action had-helpéd or hurt American
race relations. She replied that it had
done both, by uplifting poor minori-
ties and by being ‘‘misconstrued and
misunderstood and used ina negative
way."”

Since candor was contagious, the
first lady 1old of her own brush with

'

hwould freeze.

prejudice.

She was about 13 years old and
she, too, was on the soccer team. It
was very cold, so she tricd to make
small talk about the weather with the
goalie, who replied, *‘I don't care if
you're cold. 1 wish people like you

"I said, *How can you hate peopk:
like us? You don't even know us,
Mrs. Clinton recalled. ‘‘She said, ‘I
don’t havc to know you to know |
hate you.” And I've never forgotten
thar."
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Tri-County students
attend Team Harmony

FRANKLIN — Tri-County Re-
gional High School was repre-
sented at the Team Harmony IV
event on Tuesday at the Fleet
Center in Boston by several stu-
dents.

Ted Barrett, social studies
teacher, coordinated the event
and accompanied the student
delegation with fellow staff mem-
bers, Peter Kubiak, Candice Reil-
ly, Jane Baldi, Howard King and
Allysa Chamberlain.

Tri-County students who par-
ticipated included:

Joseph Padykula, Greg O'Con-
nell, Dan Silva and Liz Langevin,
all of Seekonk.

Christine Bellevance, Jose
Rivera, Jen Levesque, Crystal
Webber, Danielle Landry,
Christopher Ambrose and Laura
Estey, all of North Attleboro.

Doug Weinburgh and Twyla
Anderson, both of Wrentham and
Ann Thomas of Millis.

Also in attendance were John
MacClennan of Plainville and
Joseph Byrne of Norfolk.

The program is sponsored by
the Team Harmony Foundation,
Fleet Bank and Anti-Defamation
League.

The program’s goal is to teach
students from every background
how they can take the initiative
to combat prejudice and promote
the value of respecting diversity
in their schools and communi-
ties.













“This is one situation when
young people can be the leaders
in showing the way,” the First
Lady said.

Several students were cited for
their work in promoting racial, re-
ligious and ethnic tolerance.
Rachel Burstein, a ninth-grader at
the New Jewish High School in
Waltham, was honored as part of
the Youth Voice Collaborative
Press Corps, which received the
1997 Lewis/Jennings Award.

The corps is a group of local
teenagers who created The Voice,
an on-line magazine for young
people. The Lewis/Jennings
Award honors youth who cross
the barriers of race, religion and
ethnic backgrounds and make a
difference in the lives of others.

Amy related her story during
Team Harmony IV, an interracial
gathering of youth with the goal
of combating bigotry and promot-
ing respect. The fourth such
event, it was a collaboration of the
Team Harmony Foundation, the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith's New England regional of-
fice, Fleet Bank and several other
community and business groups.
Students from the Solomon
Schechter Day School in Newton,
the Rashi School in Needham and
the Maimonides School in
Brookline were among those in
attendance.

Hillary Clinton, the program's
keynote speaker, spoke with a
panel of students, including Amy,
who shared their feelings about
religious prejudice and other
forms of bigotry. Several panelists
reported being persecuted because
they were Jewish, or Asian, or a
girl in what was once an all-boys’
school or the first boy on his mid-
dle school’s cheerleading squad.

Some students said they re-
sponded to prejudice that was not
necessarily directed at them but
that offended them. Josh, of
Concord-Carlisle, said that when
the ADL tried to introduce its
World of Difference Institute
pledge into his school, several
parents wrote letters to the student
newspaper opposing the move.
The parents argued that the pledge
promoted homosexuality, said
Josh, who reported he wrote a let-
ter to the school paper criticizing
those parents for their concemns.

“The town is relatively enlight-
ened ... but even there, there are
problems,” he said.

One theme running through the
students’ anecdotes, Clinton said,
was the perception of a poor re-
sponse on the part of the adults to
whom the students had reported
hate crimes. Fighting bigotry, she
said, “has to be a joint effort of
young people and older people
together.”
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~ MHS Students Hear
First Lady At Fleet

By SHEILA K. HURST

About 30 Mashpee High School

students joined forces with more
than 10,000 others from across the
state this week to combat hatred
and promote harmony.

The Team Harmony Founda-
tion, made up of members of the
Boston Celtics, New England Pa-
triots, Boston Red Sox, and Bos-
ton Bruins, sponsored a four-
hour educational program at the
Fleet Center designed to turn
younger generations away from
racism and sexism and toward
understanding. Hillary Rodham
Clinton and the Reverend Ber-
nice King, daughter of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., were featured
speakers at the event.

The Mashpee students se-
lected to attend the third annual
Team Harmony gathering at the
Fleet Center in Boston are part of
the peer leaders program at the
high school. Students are desig-
nated peer leaders each year by
teachers and other students. Peer
leaders then work together as a
group to accomplish everything
from introducing a new student to
the school to helping students
with their studies to resolving po-
tential conflicts.

Mashpee peer leaders used
words like. “inspiring,” “fun” and
~worthwhile” to describe Team
Harmony. They all agreed that

being a part of Team Harmony
taught them how to help others
and become better people.

“It was great to see that there
are people out there who care
about discrimination,” ninth-
grader Kerry L. Jesser said.
“They said we can stop diserimi-
nation, racism and sexism, and
that it’s all up tous.”

“1 thought it was great how ev-
erybody got together to accom-
plish one goal,” 10-grader Megan
Walsh said. “You could tell every-
one was thinking the same thing.”

Team Harmony is based on the
philosophy that it will take a
team effort to overcome bigotry,
and it is driven by the belief that
young people can make a differ-
ence.

Former Boston Celtics’ Cap-
tain Reggie Lewis and former
Celtics' Director of Basketball
Development Jon Jennings came
up with the idea to create Team
Harmony several years ago. After

Mr. Lewis’s death at the age of 27,
Mr. Jennings joined forces with
Leonard Zakim, executive direc-
tor of the Anti-Defamation
League of New England, to de-
velop Team Harmony as a testi-
mony to his friendship with Mr.
Lewis. The World of Difference
Institute, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Massachusetts and Bos-







. -MHS Students At Fleet

M Continued

they weren’t just singing, there
were messages in their songs,”
Kerry said. “They were getting
their points across about racism.”

“There was a lot of music that
basically made you stand up in
your seat and -dance,” Arthur
said.

Students agreed that they
learned things like how to be-
come better people from the
Team Harmony experience.

“I think it was worth being
there,” Arthur said. “They ex-
plained how hard it is to talk to
family members or other people
about racism, but we still have to
get the message across.”

“They talked about how jokes
can hurt,” Nicholas said. ~'I never
realized that, even if you're just
joking, you could be offending
someone, so [ learned that you
should watch what you say.”

“I learned you can do anything
you want to do,” Megan said. “If a
girl in school wants to try out for
football, they should let her. 1
would try out if the boys weren't
so big."”

“The whole message was that
vou just can't give up, even if
there is racism and sexism out
there,” Kerry said. “We have to

get together with people, and
learn from each other.”

Ninth-grade students who be-
came part of Team Harmony were
Amanda Diliddo. Katie Duch-
emin, Chris Farrell, Jeanette
Filling, Rochelle Fitch, Megan
Grady. Terri Lee Hakala, Kerry
Jesser, Susan Langill, Shannon
Lee, Samuel Mauro, Stuart Pa-
asche, Caitlin Palermo, Eileen
Pecci, Leah Rowe and Ashley
Stewart. -

Tenth-graders who attended
the event were Jamie Barreira.
Nick Brum. William Button, Le-
onard Goldman. Ryan Grady.
Alissa Hufnagel. Arthur Joia, Sa-
rah Kemp. Steven Labreck,
Sheila Lentell. Brian Pecci, Jer-
maine Reid. Erixa Scanlon and
Megan “Walsh.

Peer leadsr advisers Janet
Krasksuskas. Mae Cushing and
Patricia M. Farvell chaperoned
the students wiith parent Janet
Walsh.

Ms. Farrell. who is a new part-
time guidance counselor at the
high school this school year, said
Team Harmonz seemed to hold
the students interest.

“Ithink it really did what it set
out to do,” she said. “Hopefully,
the kids will go out and spread
the word now.”
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Area students talk
race with first lady

More than 10,000 student
voices filled the FleetCenter
in Boston on Tuesday with a
single vow.

Black, Hispanic, white, Asian
— all together they pledged to
“stop those who, because of
hate, would hurt, harass or vio-
late the civil rights of anyone.”

The students at Team
Harmony IV spent the day cele-
brating diversity, promising to
respect differences in race, re-
ligion, culture, gender and sex-
ual orientation.

Among those thousands of
voices were hundreds from
north central Massachusetts.
Fitchburg sent students from
the” high school, Memorial
Middle School, B.F. Brown
Middle School and Reingold
Elementary School.

Joining the throng were stu-
. dents from Leominster,

Lunenburg: and Oakmont

Regional ~ high  schools,

Overlook Middle School and

several other schools in the

Montachusett region. -

First lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton was the keynote speak-

er. But instead of giving a

speech, she discussed discrim-

ination on stage with a panel of

32 students — one of whom

was Lunenburg High School's

Meghann Boyle.

-













But the session
also included the
enunciation of an am- -
bitious  goal by
Charles E. Walker,
chairman of the
Massachusetts Com-
mission Against Dis-
crimination. ‘“Togeth-
er I know we can, not

bust break down these barriers,
but I expect to eliminate these bar-
riers and to eliminate discrimina-
tion in Attleboro and the face of
the Earth.”’ '

This was a session that should
surely have recharged the batter-
ies of all people concerned about
human_rights in the Attleboro
area.

Energy of this sort needs con-
stant renewal. It was only days be-
fore the Team Harmony conven-
tion, only days before the Human
Rights Day observance that John
Tague was sentenced to life in
prison without parole. Tague was
convicted of the killing of Jayson
Linsky of Foxboro at a party last
Halloween in Norfolk. While Tague
headed off to prison still protesting
his innocence, he had used the op-
portunity to take the witness stand
at his trial to boast that he re-
mained a loyal skinhead and was
proud to be one. '

Tague’s days in court underscore
two facts. A peaceful society must
guard itself against those like skin-
heads who would define them-
selves by hatreds based on skin
color and religion. And such
racism and bigotry can turn mur-
derous if left unchecked.
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Area student introduces First Lady
during diversity celebration

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton joined more than 10,000 middle and high school
students representing public, private and parochial schools from Massachusetts,
New Hampshire and Rhode Island for Team Harmony IV, the interactive rally against
racism, hatred and discrimination of all kinds. The First Lady was introduced by
Shoib Shaikh who is a member of the Islamic Center in Wayland and is a participant
of the Robert Weaver Youth Leadership Interfaith Program sponsored by the Anti-
Defamation League.

Special guests included Boston Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn, WNBA high-scorer
Sheryl Soopes, Former Boston Bruin great, Cam Neely, and Boston Celtics co-cap-
tain Dee Brown.

Team Harmony, now in its fourth year, is a collaborative effort of the Team
Harmony Foundation, the Anti-Defamation League of New England, Fleet Bank, all
five of Boston’s professional sports teams and community and business sponsors.

Team Harmony has become a national model for inspiring and empowering high
school students to deal with issues of discrimination, recently earning a spot of the
White House’s web site as one of the top ten success programs in this country to
combat discrimination.

The White House has made race relations one of its priorities this year through
the President’s Initiative on race.
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High schoolers travel
to harmony conference

By DANIEL BOUCHER
Tribune Staff

UXBRIDGE - About 40 high school
students took a field trip last week that
few will soon forget.

They joined 10,000 other students
who attended the, Team Harmony IV
conference held at the Fleet Center in
Boston recently.

A lineup of celebrities headed by
First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton
addressed the students in an event to
promote a message of anti-prejudice.
Among the students, Francine
Puckett’'s three government classes

participated after recently finishing a
section about the Bill of Rights.

“Race is probably one of the most
divisive issues in this country,”
Puckett said. ;

Puckett also noted today’s
Constitution is interpreted differently
from when it was first passed in 1789
because blacks, women, and anyone
without property were excluded.

“We learned how to respect a lot of
different people and open your eyes,”

said Alicia Pincince, one of Puckett’s
students.

Students were glad they went. Some
were even able to make personal con-
tact with celebrities. Pincince and
another student got to, shake Clinton'’s
hand.

“1 screamed to her ‘I love you!’, and
she screamed ‘Thanks!’,” Pincince
recalled. ‘

Pincince also remembered seeing
Clinton jumping up to shake a small
boy’s hand who was up on a higher
level. Shaking Clinton’s hand and lis-
tening to her story was an experience
she won't forget.

“When you do that you realize she’s
a real person. You know her heart and

soul is going into things and she’s
actually telling you her real life experi-
ences,” Pincince added.

Clinton told the audience a story of
class prejudice she encountered when
playing soccer as a teen-ager, the
Associated Press reported. A goalie
saw Clinton as a “rich, waspy type”
and told her she hated her.

When Clinton noted how she did
not even know her, the goalie replied
“I don’t have to know you-to_know I
hate you.” -

Another of Puckett’s students, Peter




Fontaine, could personally relate to a
story like Clinton’s. Fontaine said he
used to go to a school in Pawtucket,
RI. when he was one of the school’s
only white students, and could not fit
into the group.

‘Shunned by everyone else’
“I was one of three Anglo-Saxon
white children in the entire school and

1 was shunned by everyone else.
Nothing that severe, 1 was just not
included,” Fontaine said.

“Having all those people there in a
positive cause was a real good thing
because you only hear the negative a
lot,” he said. “It really showed there
are people that aren’t like that, that
aren’t prejudiced just because of
color.”

Students also saw the cast from the

MTV show “Real World”, the bands

‘Blessed Union Souls’ and ‘Voices in

Blue.” Some of them spent 15 minutes
talking to Donna Lewis, the widow of
ex-Boston Celtic Reggie Lewis.

Other students also praised the
event, Jennifer Lynch noted the signif-
icance of a “diverse group of people
coming together for the same reason.”

Jason Joyal added “it kind of
reminds me of the Olympics without
the sports and medals. At the
Clyipics simxone 4 Jossia dnd
they wask peacsfplly and micely”” .

“It also showed celebrities l‘ea’:"if);:i

cared,” added his classmate Tim
Halacy.

The conference’s message of anti-
racism fits issues raised in government
class, according to Assistant Principal
Dan Stefanilo. ;

“Those are all issues on the table.
They’re themes right now our presi-
dent is working toward,” Stefanilo
said.
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AHS students join Hillary Clinton at
the Fleet Center for ‘Team Harmony IV’

by Gina McLeod .
STUDENT REPORTER

BOSTON - 28 young students
from Ayer High School setout to an ad-
venture awaiting thém at Team Har-
mony last Tuesday moming. As soon
as they entered the Fleet Center, they
could all tell that the day would unfold
with laughter and uniting of students
from all over New England, who each
had there own culture and ethnicity.

December 13, 1994, was when
Team harmony made it's first appear-
ance. This year was Team Harmony’s
4th year in Boston. Reggie Lewis and
Jon Jennings, first came up with the idea
of the historic event. When. Reggie
Lewis died at the age of 27, Jennings
got together withLeonard Exacum, ex- -
ecutive duep‘toroﬂheAnu -Defamation
I.:cagur.of New England,-along with the

A World Of Difference Institute, Blue—-—<

Cross and Blue Shield of Massachu-
setts, and of course, Boston's four pro-
fessional sports teams.

Team Harmony was developed to
augment the ongoing work of the Anti-
Defamation League’ s National Anti-
Blas"pmgmn, The A World Of Differ-
ence Institute. This Institute is designed
to end discrimination through teacher
and student workshops.

The show itself started off with a

. bang. Alpha and Omega, a group of
young men that do certain steps and
drills for a reason. Big foot, who rep-
resents teamwork, stated that “they step
to give God all the praise,” and that

- “there is no teamwork without love.”

The Young at Arts, came out next.

The Young at Arts, is a arts education

program that the Wang. Center for the

Performing Arts sponsors. Young at

Arts was founded in 1988, and was

happy to participate in Team Harmony.

They put on shows that teaches chil-
dren how to approach challenges cre-
atively and to better understand them-
selves and others. A young actor
enthusiacticly stated “every culture is
beautiful,” we are humans, let us break
the walls. Freedom, Freedom, Free-
dom.”

The glorious theme song was per-
formed by Ray Green and his band, fol-
lowed by the powerful singing of the
National Anthem sung by a group of
young students who call themselves the
Power Praise.

Shirley Mao followed the anthem

with her stating of the commandments -

of Team Harmony. -

1. [ believe in myself and my cultural
background..

2. I think that valuing and respecting
others is moral.

3. Im strong mough to challenge the
moimc::ande_;gggy in my neighbor-
hood. -

The entire mna. lit up as First

Lady Hillary Clinton was brought up
on stage. Clinton sat on stage sur-
rounded by children from different
schools, who each told their experi-
ences with bigotry, racial conflicts, and
discrimination, while the First Lady
told her views on the situations and how
to make them better. She concluded by
saying, that “ we don’t have 1o like ev-
eryone, but we should respect them as

a human being.” ‘She concluded with"

the Anti-Defamation League’s A World
Of Difference Institute pledge.

As the First Lady left the
stage, the student reporters were
brought to meet Sam Gash and Ted
Johnson. Both are players for the New
England Patriots. When the question of
racial tension on the team was brought
up, Gash answered “black teammates
tend to hang out with black teammates,

while white teammates hang out with
white teammates, but that it also brings
guys together.”

The most talked about question
was about a female Patriot. Sam stated
that" he would not care about how
much skill she has, he still would not
let her play." Johnson just answered
with saying “it would be weird, defi-
nitely weird.”

Team Harmony proved what it
stood for. All of the Ayer students en-
joyed it and are anticipating going again
next year. Those students from Ayer
High School who attended were:
Kelly Aponte
Katie Becker
April Boyle
Katelyn Bush
Jessica Conley
Jessica Cronwell
Quiana Davis
Gennifer Denmark
Christa Descheneaux
Crystal Felix
Beth Griswould
Antwain Kuykendall
Gami Malone
Zaharah McKinney
Gina McLeod
Heather Migrants
Damion O’Meara
Liz Pearl
Nick Pearl
Jamie Peters
Jennifer Root
Mandy Stecich
Jennifer Whitenberg

. Christine Wilson

Chaperones:

Ms. Lucille DaCosta
Ms. Susanne Ritz
Philana Williams
Jenatte Sutton
Octavia Kilpatrick
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Matignon students
attend harmony event

. BY COURTNEY O'KEEFE
Matignon correspondent

More than 10,000 middle and high
school students gathered in the Fleet-
Center Tuesday, Dec. 9, to celebrate
diversity. Twenty students
from Matignon High School attended
Team Harmony IV.

" In addition to classroom efforts to end
prejudice within the school, Matignon
also sponsors co-curricular programs
like Peer Leadership and the Internation-
al Club to raise awareness about preju-
dice and to promote diversity.

Joining the students were New Eng-
land Patriots stars Sam Gash and Ted
- Johnson; Bruins legend Cam Neely;
women’s basketball great Sheryl
Swoopes; Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn;
and Boston Celtics captain Dee
Brown.

In addition, the cast from MTV’s
“The Real World,” WXKS DI Bill
Costa, Boston Mayor Thomas Menino
and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton joined the program for the fourth
annual Team Harmony.

Team Harmony is a collaborative
effort of the Team Harmony Founda-
tion, the Anti-Defamation League of
New England, Fleet Bank, all five of
Boston’s professional sports teams,
and community and business sponsors.
Team Harmony began as a vision be-
tween the late Boston Celtics captain
Reggie Lewis and Jon Jennings, a for-
mer Celtics assistant coach and scout-
ing coordinator. After Lewis’s tragic
death, Jennings joined forces with
Leonard Zakim, executive director of
the Anti-Defamation League, to estab-
lish this event to break down preju-

dices and promote harmony.

At Team Harmony IV, teenagers
heard inspiring words from Vaughn,
who stated, “We are all the same, no
matter what color we are or where we
come from.” With that, Jackie Robin-
son’s No. 42 was raised to the rafters of
the FleetCenter after students viewed a
video hosted by WCVB’s Mike Lynch
on the courageous sports figure who
broke racial barriers as the first black
baseball player in the major leagues.

Following this ceremony, Shirley
Mayo from the Anti-Defamation
League stepped onto the stage and
asked students to make three state-
ments promising that they will be
against violence and that they will
value other people’s differences.

After students made the statement,
Mrs. Clinton took the stage, while a
recording of U2’s “In the Name of
Love” played loudly throughout the
FleetCenter. A pre-chosen panel of stu-
dents was able to sit with First Lady
Clinton, tell her stories of their experi-
ence of racism, and even ask questions.
“We can leamn a lot from each other
when we respect each other,” said Mrs.
Clinton after one student told his story.

Awards were given to different
Massachusetts high schools for their
commitment to ending discrimination.
Participating schools are encouraged to
use information and ideas generated by
Team Harmony to promote programs
to combat prejudice.

Teenagers at Team Harmony IV
leamned that they can make a difference
if they make an effort. “It’s up to you to
lead us in this struggle,” said Jennings.
“As long as there is one person bcmg_
discriminated against, we are not done.”










other places on the Cape and in the state. We need to
do more work here in terms of exposing kids to the
diversity they will encounter when they go across the
bridge. We need to be more pro-active - to recognize
the diversity in Chatham and worldwide. We could
also explore the diversity we have in our own back-
grounds. In cities there are neighborhoods that
sustain cultures, but on the Cape it seems that many
people consider themselves solely ‘Cape Codders.’

Hillary Clinton did an excellent job. She conducted
an open forum where kids discussed bigotry they had
experienced or witnessed. The forum seemed truly
open and non-rehearsed. She brainstormed with
them very well, personalizing her comments, recog-
nizing the Boston and local areas.”

Sports celebrities Mo Vaughan, Cam Neely, Sheryl
Swoops, and MTV stars, bands, and other students
addressed the conference. Two of the the most im-
pressive speakers, according to Ms. Vreeland, were
the students near the end of the day who explained
what is being done in their communities to combat
prejudice. One award was given to a school that
created a web site to combat racism. Junior Becky
Spencer said, “The web site was a good idea because
one of the reasons for bigotry is ignorance. And it is
important to become educated about different cul-
tures. This was one of the most important themes of
the day.” She said, “The beginning of the day was
especially effective. Bands played and got the entire
Fleet Center filled with 10,000 students into it. Songs
were about harmony and getting rid of bigotry. There
was lots of audience participation. The conference
gave us ideas about how to combat.racism. Team
work was emphasized. Mrs. Clinton’s advice about
not going along when peers tell offensive jokes or use
racist language was good.”

Another junior, Heather Baker, thought the experi-
ence was “very worthwhile. One of the highlights was
the performance of the song ‘I Believe’ by the music
group, Blessed Union Of Souls.” It was the big hit
along with the presentations of the cast of MTV’s Real
World.” She said, “People in Chatham and most of the
Cape are much the same. Students do not realize, are
not in touch with the real world. College could be a
shock for some people. This event helped us to see
more, become more aware of other races and cul-
tures.” e

Next year Chatham ninth grader Julia Marsh and
teacher Jenny Wallace will attend a workshop at the
ADL'’s “A World Of Difference Institute” in prepara-
tion for Chatham’s “World Of Difference Week.” From
March 29- April 4, 1998, students in Chatham schools
will be participating in events that explore diversity.









someone else. Mrs. Clinton continues her travels to-
day, speaking at the United Nations to open its year-
long celebration of the signing of the declaration of
human rights. In Boston Tuesday, one student asked
her whether she thought affirmative action had
helped or hurt American race relations. She replied
that it had done both, by uplifting poor minorities
and by being “misconstrued and mlsundersbood. and
used in a negative way.” Since candor was contagious,
the first lady told of her own brush with prejudice.
She was about 13 years old and on the soccer team.
1t was very cold, so she tried to make gmall talk,about
the weather with the goalie, who replied, “I don’t care
if you're cold. I wish people like you would freeze.” “I

said, ‘How can you hate people like us? You don’t
even know us,” Mrs. Clinton recalled. “She said, ‘I
don’t have to know you to know I hate you.’And I've
never forgotten that.” Hers wasn’t a racial incident,
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was of Eastern Euro-
pean descent, and she considered Hillary Rodham a
“rich, WASP-y type.” Those kinds of “non-black-
white” tensions also need to be addressed, for they
are a larger problem than many believe, Mrs. Clinton
said. “The black-white issue has to be the focus be-
cause it’s the unfinished business of America,” she
said. “But I think we can help people understand it
better if they see it as part of the overall dilemma of
bigotry and prejudice that we have to contend with.”
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Diversity group

Twenty-five students from ocv
attended Team Harmony 1V at the
Fleet Center mn Boston, Tuesday,
Dec. 9.

Members of the group have also
attended workshops at UMass-
Dartmouth, Bridgewater State
College and Taunton High School
throughout the year and have re-
ceived many awards for promot-
ing diversity awareness.

A future goal of the Diversity
Group is to get its own web page
on the Internet.







ic death, Jennings joined forces with
Leonard Zakim, executive director
of the Anli-Dcfamaliqn League, New
England. Working together they cre-
ated the Team Harmony event,

Now in its Tourth year, Team
Harmony has engaged the participa-
tion of famous athletes such.as Drew
Bledsoe, Rick Fox, and Dee Brown,
musical legend Peter Wolf, as well
as many other highly regarded ath-
letes and media personalities. -
~The first three events were suc-
cessful beyond expectation but Team
Harmony Four was:to outdo them
all. This years guests included ath-
letes Mo Vaughn, Pervis Ellison,
Sam Gash, Sheryll Swoopes, Mike
Burns, and Cam Neely, musical
guests “Blessed Union of Souls”,
and even the cast of MTV’s “The
Real World”. Each!Guest speaker
delivered his/her own,personal mes-
sage on the 7
battle
against in
society.

_ As if sports, musical, and tele-
vision stars were not enough to
spread the afternoon’s message, the
First Lady of the United States,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, was also
on hand. She sat down with a panel
of selected students from various
schools and talked with them one-
on-one about their experiences and
dealings with racism and prejudice.
The First Lady even shared one of
her own experiences with racism
when asked to do so by a student
reporter. It was a shocking yet com-
mon®story of hate based soley upon
appearance.

The final segment of the day
was the awards ceremony. During
this portion of the event. special
guests present the fleet Team
Harmony Award to the five schools
which have shown the most effort
towards combating bigotry and pro-
moting respect for all persons. This
years recipients wee M. Marcus
Kiley Middle School, Springfield:;
Old Colony Regional Vocational

- High School, Rochester; Drury High

School,” North Adams; Nortn
Attleboro High School, North
Aftleboro; and Wakefield High
School, Wakefield.

Team Harmony Four reached
over 10,000 yodng minds at the
Fleet Center that one day, with
hopes that the effect will spread,
slowly but surely, to millions of
other youth. The message is like a
pebble, that when dropped into a
pond will reverberate across the
nation, and if strong enough, across
the world. IT was Robert Kennedy
who once said, “Few people will
have the greatness to bend history
itself; but each of us can work to
change a small portion of events,
and in the total of all those acts will
be written the history of this gener-
ation.” IT is up to us to create a
society in which equality, justice,
and respect for all colors, creeds,
and abilities shines brilliantly, -



The Sudbury Town Crier
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Rallying against
discrimination

Students join
Team Harmony

By.Bradd Sky Gross
CORRESPONDENT
n Tuesday, Dec. 9, a
group of 28 students from
the Ephraim Curtis Mid-
dle School and Lincoln-
Sudbury Regional High School
joined more than 26,000 students
from hundreds of schools across New
England and packed the FleetCenter
in Boston for the T_’_Harmony v
event.

“The Sudbury group was led by
Betty Komegay of Curtis.

Team Harmony has become an an-
nual multimedia celebration and rally
where students show their support in
fighting discrimination. It was origi-
nally conceived of by the laté Boston
Celtics captain Reggie- ‘Lewis and Jon
Jennings, formerly a Celtics assistant
coach and now:a Wlute House Fel-
low.” 7 LR --1 A

Members of the professmnal teams
mBostomtbecastofMI‘VsRea[
World, -andthe musical” group ‘The
Blessed Unién of Sotds wereﬁmong'
many other celebrities who spoke in
support of the cause and enteﬂmned
the crowd. =

The highlight of the event, howev- J
er, was the thorough and enlightening
discussion between Hillary Rodham
Clinton and-selected ‘students who
had personal stories of discrimination
that they recounted.
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Mansfield students

hurt by bias charge

Pupils’ group fights anti-Semitism label

BY RICK FOSTER
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

MANSFIELD — Teenager®«tho
attended a racial harmony forum
keynoted by First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton felt hurt when a
student called attention to an
anti-Semitic incident at their
school.

But the Mansfield High School
students, members of a group
aimed at combating bias, re-
turned determined to make a dif-
ference in promoting racial and
ethnic understanding among stu-
dents.

“It was embarrassing,” said
Someca Hanler, one of several
members of the Student Associa-
tion for Equality who attended the
Harmonv IV conference last week

v
‘It just seems like
we don’t talk about
it very much.’

Someca Hanler,
Mansfield student on racial
and ethnic differences

A

at the Fleet Center.

She said a student from anoth-
er school complained that “noth-
ing was done” after anti-Jewish
insults were hurled at the Sharon
girls’ soccer team during a game
in Mansfield last October.



P BIAS: Students fight label

“It's a good thing we didn't
have a (Mansfield) sign up,” said
association =~ member Brian
Widrow.

About 10,000 students attended
the day-long conference.

School officials say they
mounted a lengthy investigation
of the incident, although they
were unable to identify the perpe-
trators within a group of male
spectators. The school adminis-
tration also called in experts from
two separate anti-bias agencies
and plans to hold training for stu-
dents.

Members of the multi-ethnic,
multi-racial  association  say
they're not blind to the existence
of bias either in or out of school.
They say they hope to fight preju-
dice by promoting understanding
between those of varying ethnic
and racial backgrounds.

Jamie Williams said high
school students are planning to
read to younger children and con-
duct other activities aimed at
building respect for diversity.

“Right now, we’re trying to get
some ideas of what we can do,”
she said.

Students say the existence of
prejudice in their hometown is
real enough. Both Hanler and
Williams, who are black, say they
have had personal experiences in-
volving bias and racial insensitiv-
ity.

Hanler said she thinks more
candid discussion of ethnic and
racial differences might help im-
prove student relationships.

“It just seems like we don’t
talk about it very much,” she said.

Students will get their chance
to expand dialogue soon. Teacher
Christine DiBuono, adviser to the
association, said a group from
Northeastern University will hold
a special training session for asso-
ciation members, athletes and
other student leaders next month.
Two school assemblies are also
planned.

Officials hope that once stu-
dents are trained, they will serve
as ‘“‘peer mediators” and positive
influences in promoting harmony
at school.
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AHS students join Hilary
Clinton for Team Harmony

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at
Team Harmony last Tuesday moming. As soon as
they entered the Fleet Center, they could all tell that
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of
students from all over New England, who each had
there own culture and ethnicity.

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on
stage surrounded by children from different schools,
who each told their experiences with bigotry, racial
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady
told her views on the situations and how to make
them better.
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AHS students join Hilary

Clinton for Team Harmony

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at
Team Harmony last Tuesday moming. As soon as
they entered the Fleet Center, they could all tell that
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of
students from all over New England, who each had
there own culture and ethnicity.

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on
stage surrounded by children from different schools,
who each told their experiences with bigotry, racial
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady
told her views on the situations and how to make
them better.
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AHS students join Hilary
Clinton for Team Harmony

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at
Team Harmony last Tuesday moming. As soon as
they entered the Fleet Center, they could all tell that
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of
students from all over New England, who each had
there own culture and ethnicity.

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on
stage surrounded by children from different schools,
who each told their experiences with bigotry, racial
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady
told her views on the situations and how 0 make
them better.
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Immaculate Conception School

participates in local events

The Immaculate Conception School recently
participated in a number of local events, including a food
drive, wreath decorating contest and attended the recent
event to combat bigotry, Team Harmony at the Fleet
Center.

Just prior to Thanksgiving, the students in all classes
collected non-perishable food items for the poor. This was
a project of the Student Council. Several boxes were filled
and delivered to Bread of Life in Malden and Holy Family
Parish in Dorchester.

On the day of the Malden Christmas Parade, the
students participated in the wreath decorating contest and
attained second place for the second year in a row. The
wreath was decorated with many brightly colored origami
peace doves. The wreath decorating was a project of the
students in Grades 5-8 under the direction of Barbara
Ikeda.

And recently, a group of eight graders attended the
Team Harmony IV at the Fleet Center in Boston, along
with 10,000 other students from 400 junior and high
schools. The event was founded in 1994 to augment the
Anti-Defamation League’s national anti-basis program, A
World of Difference. Among those speaking this year was
First Lady, Hilary Rodham Clinton, as the keynote
speaker.
















The Beacon-Villager
January 8. 1998

Students attend Team Harmony

ACTON — Members of Acton
Baxborough  Regional  High
Schooi’s Asian Student Union.
Common Ground, and ESL class-
es were among the 10,000 stu-
dents who attended Team Har-
mony [V at the Fleet Center in
Bostoi: last month, Sponsored by
all four of Boston's professional
teams, the annual event started
in 1994 as a program to fight big-
otrv and to promote tolerance
and harmony.

Appearances were made by
WNBA athlete Shery Swoopes,
New England Patriots Sam Gash
and Ted Johnson, Boston Celtic
Dee Brown, Boston Red Sox Mo
Vaughn and former Bruin Cam
Neelev. Entertainers appearing
included the cast of MTV'S “The

Real World"” Boston. and Blessid
Union of Souls.

Hillary Rodham Clinton, who
wrote about the successes of
Team Harmony in her book it
lakes a Village,” gave the kevnote
address.

Students from ABRHS attend-
ing the event with chaperones
Nga Huvhn, Dianne Telicki and
Lois Rosenfeld included Keva
Banerjee, Julie Blazer, Amanda
Bradley, Haemi Chun, Emily Cur-
tis-Murphy, Bowei Du, James
Hodge, Amy Hong, Yuan-Shan
Hu, Kevin Park, Jiho Ru, Roopa
Shah, Tahira Sharmeen, Erin
Steiner, Anne Thompson, Svet-

lana  Vinogradova, Melanie

Weatherbee, Elizabeth Whang
artdd Earl Yi.






