
ue.Bollinger and Nancy Cantor . ' 

The Educational Importance of Race 
Until fairly·recently. our society. enforced 

the separation of the races in virtually all 
important areas-social, economic, political 
and educational. AB a result of racial isola• 
tion, African Americans and white Amer• 
icans often learned about each other by 
relying on· unfounded images and stereo­
types. Demeaning and hurtful images prolif­
erated in the media, in textbooks, in movies 
and on radio and television. There were no 
countervailing institutions to perfonn the 
function of education and understanding. By 
design, we did not know each other. 

In the decades since Brown vs. &ard of 
Education, institutions of higher education 
have strongly influenced a change in this 
design. They have opened their doors and 
aggressively recruited minority students­
African Americans at first, and then other 
underrepresented minority students, to cre­
ate remarkably diverse student bodies. 

Today, with a campus where nearly 14 
percent of students are African American. 
Hispanic and Native American, the University 
of Michigan is the target of a lawsuit that seeks 
to prohibit us from ensuring a racially diverse 
student body by using race as one factor in 
admismons. The suit, brought by the Center 
for Individual Rights (CIR), isat the center of a 
great public debate over one of the most 
important issues of our time: how our govern­
ing constitutional principles pennit us to use 
race to achieve a truly integrated society. 

Virtually all institutions with selective 

admissions consider race when they choose 
among applicants who experience shows ~ 
thrive in and contribute to a more vital 
educational environment. This practice was 
explicitly upheld against constitutional chal­
lenge in the Supreme Court's 1978 decision 
in University of Ca.lifornia v. &kite-and 
wisely so, for now that we have the design in 
place, we have begun to know each other. 

Institutions of higher education have pur­
sued a conception of education that empha­
sizes the joys of variety and the benefits of 
engaging those with different experiences 
and perspectives. This means we ask of every 
applicant: What will you contribute lo the 
whole, not where do you stand in splendid, 
isolated comparison with everyone else? 

A first-class education is one that creates 
the opportunity for students, expecting dif. 
ferences, to learn instead of similarities. 
Likewise, encountering differences rather 
than one's mirror image, is an essential part of 
a good education. Race is educationally im­
portant for all students, because understand­
ing race in America is a powerful metaphor 
for crosmng sensibilities of all kinds. 

Our public universities have always cast a 
wide net in admitting students. Selecting a 
student body is not a simple matter of 
drawing a line though some rank ordering of 
individual applications. Universities have 
been especially watchful for merit wherever it 
is found. They have been alert to the potential 
of those who may not have had full opportuni-

ty to manifest their talent (immigrants, for 
.~le). thoee who have serv~ the country 
(e-.g., veterans), ·or who have unconventional 
talents. They must be responsive to the 
communities from which ·they derive (e.g., 
state residents) as well as to the nation itself 
(through geographic diversity). . 

• Toe CIR lawsuit presumes that admis­
sions is an atomized process in which each 
applicant is evaluated a~rding to his or her 
7qualifications• and measured against every 
other applicant. they offer up grids that have 
been used in our undergraduate admissions 
process. These grids assign different weights 
to a variety of factors-academic grade-point 

. average, test scores, alumni relationship, 
race, residency and so on-that help us make 
an admissions decision. Different outcomes 
will follow, depending on any variety of 
factors. CIR's real argument is not with our 
use of these grids. There are no grids in the 
law school process, yet CIR challenges our 
use of race there, too. Rather, to CIR the fact 
that race is one of these factors at all is what 
makes the process unacceptable. 

CIR's challenge to "affirmative action• in 
higher education is a challenge to our philos­
ophy of education and to the historical 
purposes of our great public universities. 
Implicit in its claim is a presumption that we 
admit some students who are not qualified. 
Let us be clear: All students admitted to the 
University Of Michigan meet threshold re­
quirements establishing that they are fully 

\ 

qualified to do the work of a demanding 
undergraduate program. That being the 
case, surely CIR's objectives rest on an 
oversimplified idea of what is, in fact, a 
complex process of selecting students, as 
well as "n a constricted view of the role of 
universities and the nature of merit. They 
also rest on a profoundly mistaken concei>­
tion of education and the role of race in a 
modem education. 

CIR seeks to eliminate all consideration of 
race in college admissions. ll it is successful. 
as it was in an earlier lawsuit against the 
University of Texas, we will in all probability 
soon return to a largely segregated system­
de facto rather than de jure, to be sure, but 
segregated nonetheless. The University of 
,Texas Law School now has only four entering 
African American students, where fonner 
classes had more than 30. We are particularly 
alarmed at the significant drop in minority 
admissions at the most selective institutiooa 
in the University of California system, which 
operates under an affinnative action ban. 

The country cannot afford to deprive institu­
tions of higher education of the ability to 
educate generations of young Americans-mi­
nority and nonminority-in an environment 
that enables all to Oourish, and understand 
each other, in a truly integrated society. 

Lee Bollinger is president of the 
University of Michigan. Nancy Cantor is 
the university's provost. 

,' 
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All!Ocilted Press 

RACE-Hillary Rooham Clinton talked about racism with high school 
students in Boston. Above, Claudy Paul speaks with the first lady. Al 7 

First L3:dy Hails Students 
in Rally Against Racism 
From Times Wire Services 

,,, 

B
OSTON-First Lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton praised•middle
and high :school students attending a rally against racism 

Tuesday for "standing up for what is best about America." 
At the Team Harmony rally in Boston, which has seen its share 

of racial strife, the first lady talked to 20 teenagers onstage 
betweetnpeeches by Red Sox star first baseman Mo Vaughn and 
New England Patriots fullback Sam Gash, as about 10,000 other 
students listened and cheered. 

Tuesday's dialogue was part of 'all annual event by Team 
Harmony, an initiative begun by Boston-area professional sports 
teams in 1994 to help middle- and high-schoolers combat bigotry. 

Clinton cited the effort as an effective program in her book, "It 
Takes a Village and Other Lessons Children Teach Us." 

After hearing several tales of how·the students bad experienced 
and combated racism, anti-Semitism or homophobia, Clinton told 
them: "You really are standing up for what is best about America." 

The first lady told the children that the best way to handle racist 
behavior is to refuse to respond. 

. One· student asked Clinton whether she thought affirmative 
action bas helped or hurt American race relations. She replied that 
it has do_ne bo� :by _µplifting poor minorities and by being 
"misconstrued and �derstood and used in a negative way." 

Boston's past includes vigoroµs opposition to busing to integrate 
schools in the '60s and '70s. About 30 years after passage of federal 
civil rights laws, the city remains one of racial and ethnic enclaves. 
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Students Recall Memories of Racism 
Hillary Rodham Clinton attended a panel discussion 
with New England school children in Boston yester­
day to discuss racism. She listened as Claudy Paul, a 
senior at a majority white high school, talked about 
his first experience with racism, whic.h occun:ed 

A5SOC1ated Press 

when a schoolmate used a racial slur as he boarded a 
school bus. "I felt so stunned," Mr. Paul said. The 
Boston event brought together 10,000 students. Last 
week, in Akron, Ohio, President Clinton kicked off 
what he called a national dialogue on race. 



-Time Kids 
December 19, 1997 

Hillary Clinton shared a laugh and lots of serious ideas about prejudice with Boston kids. 

Speaking Out Against Racism 
Last week Hillary 
Rod.ham Clinton had a 
heart-to-heart talk with a 
group of kids in Boston, 
Massachusetts. The 
subject was one that 
President and Mrs. Clinton 
plan to focus on a lot in 
coming months: racism. 

The Boston area's 
professional sports teams 

started a program in 1994 
to help middle and high 
school students fight hate 
and racism. Besides the 
First Lady, about 10,000 
kids took part this year. 

Student after student 
told of run-ins with 
prejudice. A girl told the 
group an anti-Jewish joke 
that someone shouted at 

her. Another spoke of the 
tensions between Asian, 
black and white kids on 
the school bus. 

Mrs. Clinton's advice: 
" It doesn't work to stand 
there and trade insults," 
she said. "There are going 
to be people who are so 
unhappy that they won't 
be able to accept other 
people. We need to 
surround those people 
with our own respect and 
love so they are rendered 
as harmless as possible:· 
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8y Vc,ono NO<t'o. AP 

Boston race forum: Claudy Paul tells Hillary Rodham 
Clinton about his first experience with racism. 

First lady, students talk about race 
Hillary Clinton took her husband's race initiative to Bos­

ton for a discussion with middle- and high~hool students 
about bigotry and their painful encounters with anti-Semitic 
jokes and racial stereotypes. 

Claudy Paul, a senior at a white-majority high school, 
said he was stunned when a classmate used a racial slur as 
he boarded a bus. "From that moment, I felt my dreams 
were all shattered," Paul said. 

The first lady said that as a teen-ager, she once tried to 
make small talk about the cold weather with a soccer goalie 
who replied, "I don't care if it's cold. I hope people like you 
freeze." Clinton said' she urged the goalie not to dislike her 
since she didn't know her, and the goalie replied, "I don't 
have to know you to hate you." ~. 

President Clinton held his first town meeting in his cam­
paign for racial dialogue in Akron, Ohio, last week. 

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports 
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A Moral Snootful 
The White House is now threaten­

ing to put Bill Lann Lee in charge of 
the Justice Department's civil rights 
division with a "recess appointment," 
.while Congress is out of session. Why 
not? One more layer of dysfunction at 
-the Justice Department is hardly go­
ing to matter. Besides, the White 
House by now has turned the subject 
·bf affirmative action into one of those 
·symbolic abstractions that Mr. Clin· 
. ton fashioned to flog his opponents 
-during the Presidential campaign. 
:fhen it was Republicans threatening 

. Grandma's Medicare; now it's Repub-
licans "alienating" the American peo­
·p1e on race. But let Mi.ke McCurry put 

·•.1t precisely for the·President: 
:.~ "They've gone too far," Mr. Mc­
.. Curry said of the GO P's opposition to 
.,the·Lee appointment.- "I think the Re­
:publicans ought to think about what 
''they're doing to themselves when they 
·insist on their very narrow, hard con­
servative point of view as being the 
only legitimate view on the subject of 
·:Jivil rights." 
::. The weapon here is moral intimi­
,dation. And again; why not? In mat­
ters such as this liberals have posi­

. tioned themselves successfully as the 
''moral betters of everyone else for 30 
'years, so there's hardly reason for 
. them to abandon the strategy now. 
»ut maybe it's time for everyone else 
to start standing up to these snooty 

·,moralists. And the battle over "affir-
mative action" is as good a place as 
.any to start. 

We put the phrase in quotation 
marks because trying to pin down its 

·most ardent proponents on a definition 
of just what it is has become hopeless . 
We have been on record in this space in 
support of voluntary, private efforts at 
incorporating a range of criteria, in­
cluding race, in any given selection 
process, but it is obvious that this is not 
what Mr. Clinton or the Bill Lann Lee 
brigades have in mind. They have in 
mind-if not on their tongues-num· 
bers, quotas, set-asides. 

In April 1995, the Sacramento Bee 
reported Mr. Clinton's views in an in­
terview: "Our diversity is our great 
strength," Mr. Clinton said. "If a uni­
versity says, 'Look, we're only going 
to let in qualified people, but we think 
that the life of the universify will be 
strengthened if we had different kinds 
of people,' then I think that's a legiti­
mate thing." Sounds nice until you 
hear the rest: Otherwise, the Presi­
dent said, "there are universities in 
california that could fill their entire 
freshman classes with nothing but 
Asian Americans." 

So to avoid that horrible outcome, 
we'll enforce a system that ensures that 
some of these qualified Asian Ameri· 
cans will get rejection letters from Cal­
ifornia's universities, and if they com-



P!ain that Asians are numerically the 
~1gg!st losers from "affirmative ac­
tion, . as they surely will be, we'll send 
them m to talk to Bill Lann Lee who of 
co11:5e got his job at Justice, according 
to his nominators, purely on merit. 
. At the moment, Mr. Clinton and his 

s_1de are putting across affirmative ac­
t:ion as some sort of disembodied good­
n~ss, unconnected to much of any­
thing other than their intentions. As a 
complemen! to this effort, Mr. Clinton 
last week kicked off his series of town 
hall meetings on what appears to be 
va~ely the same subject. But there 
are m fact a couple of concrete much­
~tudied subjects that haven't c~me up 
m these venues-inner-city public 
schools and the welfare system. 

Across the_ entire length of this 30 
years of moral snootiness, every single 
June has sent yet another nation's 
worth of "graduating" inner-city 18-
year-ol_ds ~ashing over the front steps 
of public high schools that failed to pre­
pare them for anything, much less an 
SAT exam. We saw no moral crusades 
to stop this human waterfall of W-pre­
pared students. Nor, across those 
same 30 years, when the pathologies of 
the welfare system were screaming 
f~m ~undreds of holes in the inner­
city dikes. did we see these same peo­
ple st~p down from their pulpits to ask 
anything other than that more money 
be -poured into the same catastrophic 
welfare programs. 

Then a few years ago Mr. Mc­
Curry's "hard conservatives" started 
suggesting school choice as a compet­
itive prod to the collapsed schools in 
places like the District of Columbia. 
The teachers unions said no way, and 
President Clinton dutifully k11led the 
voucher plan for D.C. students. These 
are the people claiming the affirma· 
live-action high ground? 

On Tues~ in Boston. Hillary 
Clinton helaher own town hall on 
racial healing inside a basketball 
arena. One of the students asked Mrs. 
Clinton if she'd experienced discrimi­
nation, and she told a childhood story 
about a soccer goalie who once said, "l 
hate you." Flying home later, Ms. 
Clinton told her entourage that there 
was a lot of tension in her school in 
Park Ridge, 111., among the Italians, ' 
Slavs, Poles and so forth. "Some corri­
dors you couldn't walk down without 
feeling unsafe, uncomfortable." 

This is the mountaintop from 
which we are about to receive a recess 
appointment for Bill Lann Lee, along 
with denunciations of his opposition as 
out of touch with the wishes of the 
American people. At some level there 
are surely serious issues to discuss 
about the appropriate role of race in 
the nation's future. But under the cir­
cumstances, it's probably not going to 
happen just now. 
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First Lady Recalls 
Early Taste of Ethnic Tension 

Celtics' Arena Hosts Youthful New England Group 
-

on Racial Harmony in Upbeat Setting 

-
. BY YICTORIA~TEO l'IIESS 

First lady HIiiary Rodham Clinton listens to high school senior Claudy Paul relate his first experience with racism. 



By Peter Baker 
Washington Post SW! Writer 

BOSTON, Dec. 9-The chill in the 
air prompted her to say something to a 
stranger, but the chill in the response 
would stay with her for a lifetime. 

During a junior high school soccer 
game, a teenage Hillary Rodham 
turned to the goalie from the other 
, team and remarked, "Boy, it's really 
cold." The other girl snapped, "I wish 
people like you would freeze." 
Stunned, the future first lady asked 
how she could feel that way when she 
did not even know her. "I don't have to 
know you,• the goalie shot back, "to 
know I hate you." 

More than 35 years later, Hillary 
Clinton recalled the pain of that child­
hood encounter today as she dis­
cussed the combustible issue of race 
with a sports arena filled with 11,000 
teenagers from throughout New Eng­
land. 

The first lady used the tale as an 
object lesson about the need for under­
standing during her appearance at the 
Fleet Center here, the latest chapter in 
President Clinton's year-long cam­
paign to start a national conversation 
on race relations in America. 

Only later in an interview did she 
say that the goalie was white, but 
Clinton said that the girl came from 
Eastern Europeaij descent and resent­
ed what she apparently considered 
"some sort of uppity, wealthy, white­
bread• girl 

The forum was a very different 
scene from her husband's inaugural 
town hall meeting on race in Akron, 
Ohio, last week. Where his was C­
SPAN, hers was MTV With the lights 
turned down and music from U-2 
blaring from the speakers, today's 
meeting had 1he atmospherics of a 
rock concert The discussion, too, 
seemed livelier and less structured 
than the Akron town ball-although, 
like that'dialogue, it was dominated by 
a chorus.of people who agreed with 
each other.·., 

Wearini'.matching white and blue 
T-shirts, mobs of' excited eighth­
through-Uth-graders filled most of the 
home of -the Boston Celtics for the 
fourth annual such gathering orga­
nized by ·a · group calling itself the 
Team Harmony Foundation. 

One of the foundation's co-found­
ers, fo~er Celtics assistant coach Jon 
Jennings, began working this fall in 
Marshall'.s-office as a White House 
fellow. ~e first lady was invited as 



part of a day of activities at the gather­
ing, which featured sports figures 
such as basketball star Sheryl 
Swoopes and Red Sox player Mo 
Vaughn, several musical groups and 
the stars ofMTV's "Real World.• 

Hillary Clinton sat on stage wit,h 32 
teenagers and talked about their expe­
riences. Claudy Paul, an African Amer­
ican high school senior, recalled an 
encounter at a bus stop when he 
interrupted another student who an­
grily dismissed him by saying, -You 
listen, nigger, this ain't no Dorches­
ter," referring to a predominantly 
black area in Boston. 

"I fell so stunned, I started in tears," 
Paul said. "From that moment, I felt 
like my,dreams were all shattered.• 

Amy Coran, a Jewish high school 
student, remembered the time some 
boys told anti-Semitic jokes. The most 
hurtful, she said, asked the difference 
between a Jew and a pizza: •A pizza 
doesn't scream in the oven: 

Other students told of swastikas in 
bathrooms, self segregation on buses 
and racially inspired fights. And sever­
al said they took their problems to 
school authorities only to see nothing 
done. 

Yet much as in Akron, these young­
sters were the converted: No one who 
spoke up today expressed any preju­
dices of their own. Instead, they recit­
ed in unison the :::I'£,am.-liarony 
Pledge," which startecl, "I pledge from 
this day onward to do my best to 

interrupt prejudice and to stop those 
who, because of bate, would hurt, 
liarass or violate the civil rights of 
anyone." 

Clinton said the gathering will help 
make bias unacceptable among the 
next generation. "lf we stick with it, we 
will change minds,• she told the 
youngsters. "Not everybody's. There 
are still going to be people who are so 
unhappy inside, so resentful of any­
body else's success that they just won't 
be able to accept other people.• But 
those people should be countered 
"with our own respect and Jove so they 
are rendered as harmless as possible." 

During a question-and-answer 
phase, the first lady said she was of two 
minds on the effect of affirmative 

~ction in the United States. "Affirma­
tive action has helped on the one hand 
because it has given opportunities to 
many people to prove themselves, 
which they have done," she said. "But I 
think it has hurt because I believe it 
has been misconstrued and misunder­
stood and used in a negative way." 

Asked by a student if she had 
experienced discrimination, she men­
tioned the soccer incident and later 
elaborated during her plane ride 
home. Although she grew up in an 
all-white neighborhood, she said, her 
school was riven by divisions among 
Poles, Slavs, Italians and other ethnic 
groups. "There was a lot of tension 
because of that, ft she said. "Some 

corridors you couldn't walk down with­
out feeling unsafe, uncomfortable.• 

That experience, she said, demon­
strates that the race initiative needs to 
focus on animosities among people, 
although she added "the black-white 
issue has to be the focus because it's 
the unfinished business of America. ft 

As it attempts to energize its race 
initiative, the White House has dis­
patched a variety of prominent admin­
istration figures throughout the coun­
try to bold discussion groups, 
including one today in Petersburg, Va, 
led by Secretary of the Cabinet Thur­
good Marshall Jr. and another sched­
uled for Monday in Baltimore with 
Education Secretary Richard W. Riley. 

One such session backfired last 
week when Transportation Secretary 
Rodney K Slater met with only other 
black leaders behind closed doors in 
Dallas, a move that was repudiated by 
the White House as a mistake. 

The first lady said she "can under­
stand" critics who believe the race 
campaign bas been unfocused, but 
said conversations are a "good end in 
and of themselves." She was im­
pressed by someone who told her 
today that her husband should urge 
Americans to do little things to reach 
out, such as going to lunch with a 
co-worker of another color. "I'm going 
to tell Bill that was a really good 
suggestion: she said. "You can't take 
for granted these really small steps 
that people can do on their own.• 
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The Brattleboro Reporter 
December 10, 1997 

First lady, 

Boston youth· tall~ prejudice 

AP 
l ~ ' . TALK . - First lady 

Hillary-Rodham Clinton listens 
to ·about ~o.ooo schoolchildren 

· .. before a panel discussion with 
New England students; during 
~in Barn:iony ·IV· in Boston 
~n Tuesday. ·i 

" Ignorance!" shouted a boy 
deep in the upper-level seats. 

" Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

So it went for an hour as Mr,s. 
Clinton engaged Boston-area 
youth in a discussion about bigot­
ries far older than any of them. It 
was the type of candor that Pres­
ident Clinton sought - but didn' t 
get ·- when he kicked· off his na­
tional dialogue on race in Akron 
'Ohio, last week. • 

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton 



said the responses in Akron were "I said, 'How can you hate peo­
probably less forthcoming because pie like us? You don't even know 
" people feel overwhelmed by the us;' Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She 
race initiative." She suggested ~ 'I don't have to know you to 
that there be a focus on "those know I hate you.' And I've never 
little things that create human forgotten that." 
connections." · Hers wasn't a racial incident, 

"I felt so stunned," said Claudy Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was 
Paul;-a senior ata majority white - of Eastern European descent; and 
high school, who told Mrs. Clinton she considered the then-Hillary 
a schoolmate used a racial ·slur Rodham as a "rich, Waspy type." 
one day as he boarded a school Those kinds of " non-black-white" 
bus. tensions also need to be addressed, 

"Did you ever 1,ry to sit down for they are a larger problem than 
and talk ~th that young man?" many believe, Mrs. Clinton said. 
Mrs. Clinton asked. "People overlook the impor· 

"Yes I did.''. Claudy replied. lance· of forcing this conversa­
·"He said, 'I'm sorry, ' and 'some of lion," she· said. "The black-white 
my best friends are black.' My . issue has to be the foclls because 
mom was telling me how racist it's the unfinished business of 
the school ·was: I did not want to America. But I think we can help 
l>elieve her. Then that happened to people understand it better if they 
me." see it as part of the overall di· 

One student asked Mrs. Clinton lemma of bigotry and prejudice 
whether she thought affirmative that we have to contend with." 
action .had he!~ or •hurt Ameri- . ' Tuesday's dialogue was I part of 
can race relations. She replied an ·annual event by Team Har­
that it had done both, by uplifting mony, an initiative begun by Bos­
poor minorities and by being ton-area professional sports teams 
" misconstrued and misunderstood in 1994 to help middle- and high-
and used in aJlegative way." schoolers combat bigotry. 

Since candor was contagious, Mrs. Clinton joined professional 
the first lady told of her own brush athletes, local bands and the cast 
with prejudice. · of an MTV program before 10,000 

She was about-13 years old and eighth- through 11th-graders. The 
she, too, was on the soccer team. three-hour program also was 
It was very. cold, so she tried to broadcast live over New England 
make ·small talk. about the weather Cable News. 
with the goalie, who replied, " I I 
don't care if. you're cold. I wish 
people like you would freeze.'" 
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Mrs .. Clinton 
.. -- . 

has candid talk1with 
Boston.· schoOiChildren 

By SONY A ROSS 
Associated PrtsS Writer 

BOSTON - . The matter--0f-fact 
tone in Amy Coran's voice belied 
the pain she felt that day when 
someone -at her soccer game 
.shouted the joke she recounted 
yesterday to first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

"There were these four boys ... 
. Then one said, 'What's the 
difference br.!tween a Jew and a "'-·~ 
pizza? A pizza ooesn't.screain_m·. -· 

: the oven,"' -~y said, as sighs of": 
shock rippled , among the ·thou-· •. · 

· sands of t~-'agers·. listening in ~· 
Fleet Cente~:sports arena. . :·- · 
_ •~W)ly -do you think_,young _peo- , 

· pl~ say t.11;ings-i~e:·that?:;f.hat's ,;,­
going on in .their heads"'?' :.Mrs. _,.;,; 
Clinton-asked. ·"---·-<·-··.,_·_··-.'_-.-

'!l~ora.Q~~!" shouted ·.a: -h.9Y _.:--···· 
deep m the'l.lpper-level-seats:.. : 

. . "Ins«unty ! ". "yelled ··-someone· . ·-~: 
else. · · .- ; , .. ·, - ·: · .-.. .- : · . .. '·f 

Associated Ptess Photo 

. So it went for .-an bour ·as Mrs.' · -~; 
Clinton·· engaged _Bostori-_area·:-,-:~ 
youth in a discussion 'abc?ut bigQt- , . 
ries far older than any of·them. · · · 
It was the type ·or candor · that 

·· Pr_esideri~ Clinton . sought - but 
didn't get. - when he kicked off 
his national -dialogue on race in 
Akron, Ohio,·Iastweek. 

· 'First la~y .Hill_ary Rodham Clinton. listens to about 1 0 000 
schoolj:hilc:lren · before·· ·,a panel' disctJssion with 'New 
England schoolchildren during Team Harmony IV yester­
day in Boston. In · an interview; Mrs. Clinton 

said the responses· in Akron were 
pr.obably . less forthcoming be­
cause "people feel overwhelmed 
by the race initiative." She sug­
gested that there be a focus on 
"those little things that create 
human connections." . 

"I felt so stunned," said Clau­
dy Paul, a senior at a majority 

white high school, who told Mrs. 
Clinton. a -schoolmate used ·a ra­
cial slur one day as he. boarded a 
school bus. 

"Did you ever try tQ sit down 
and talk with.that young-man?" 
Mrs. Clinton asked. 

"Yes I did," Claudy replied. 

"He said, 'I'm sorry,' and 'some 
of my best_ friends are bl1tdc.' My 
mom was telling" me how racist 
the school was. I did not want to 
believe her."-Then that happened 
to me.•i ---- _. · 

One student asked Mrs. Clinton 
whether she thought affirmative 



action had helped or hurt Ameri­
can race relations. She replied 
that it had done both, by uplifting 
poor minorities and by being 
" misconstrued and misunder­
stood and used in a negative 
way." 

Since candor was contagious, 
the first lady told of her own 
brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old and 
she, too, was on the soccer team. 
It was very cold, so she tried to 
make small talk about the weath­
er with the goalie, who replied, 
" I don't care if you're cold. I 
wish people like you would 
freeze.'" 

"I said, 'How can you hate 
people like us? You don't even 
know us," Mrs. Clinton recalled. 
"She said, 'I don't have to know 
you to know I hate you.' And "I've 
never forgotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, 
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was 
of Eastern European descent, 
and she considered the . then­
Hillary Rodham as a "rich, Was­
PY type.'' Those kinds of "non­
black-white" tensions also need 
to be addressed, for they are a 
larger problem than many be­
lieve, Mrs. Clinton said. 

yesterday's dialogue was part 
of an annual event by Team 
Harmony, an initiative begun by 
Boston-area professional sports 
teams in 1994 to help middle- and 
high-schoolers combat bigotry. 

Mrs. Clinton joined profession­
al athletes, local bands and the 

· cast of an MTV program before 
10,000 eighth- through 11th-grad­
ers. 
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Hillary hears ugly message 
BOSTON - The matter-of-fact tone in Amy 

Coran's voice belied the pain she felt that day when 
someone at- her soccer game 
shouted the joke she recounted 
Tuesday to first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

"There were these four 
boys .... Then one said, 'What's 
the difference between a Jew and 
a pizza? A pizza doesn't scream 
in the oven,' "Amy said, as-sighs 
of shock rippled among the 
thousands of teen-ag~~ listening 

CLINTON in Fleet Center sports arena. 
shocked at hate ' 'Why do you thiri.k young 

people say things like that? 
What's going on in their heads?" Mrs. Clinton 
asked. 

''Ignorance!" shol!ted a boy deep in the upper­
level seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone else. 
So it went for an hour as Mrs. Clinton engaged 

Boston-area youth in a discussion about bigotries 
far older than any__of.th~m. 

In an interview, Mis: Clinton suggested that 
there be a focus on "those little things that create 
human connections." 

Tuesday's dialogue was part of an annual event 
by Team Harmony, an initiative begun by Boston­
area professional sports teams in 1994 to help 
middle- and high-schoolers combat bigotry. 



The Day 
December 10, 1997 

First lady meets with teen-agers 

in Boston for discussion on prejudice 
teoston -The matter-of-fact tone 

in Amy Coran's·voice-belied the pain 
slre felt that day when someone at 
her soccer game shouted the joke she 
recounted Tuesday to first lady 
Hillary Rod.ham Clinton: 

. ,!';'There Vfere these four boys . . . . 
T,b_en one said, -'What's the difference 
b~tween a Jew ari.d a pizza? A pizza 
dg~sn't scream in the oven,· " Amy 
s~td, ilS sighs of shock rippled 
'.1fflOng the thous~ds of teen-agers 
l~~tening in FleetCenter sports are-

~Wh d :th. k . w Y o you m young people 
~ thing~ like that? What's going on 
iigt11eir-heads?" Mrs. Clµiton asked. 
.. !Ig:ziorance!" sµ~µ ted a boy deep 
~the upp~~-ie~l ~3:ts. _ _ :-. 
)o.~ecunty! ~yelle¢.someone ~l.se. 

-:--oo it~~tror.AA Mrir-~ Glin- . 
t<l! e1:fg~ge:d·-B_<i~4?~~Y.<;>-~tn iii a . 
~cuss1on' abou_t bigotries.far older 
t8an any of them. It-was the type of. 
c:ffi.dor that President Clinton sought 
...1Lbut didn't get -when he kicked 
off his national dialogue on race in 
Akron =om : last eek. : . ' ... _ <;>, . . w ' · .. 
·an ru;i. interview,Jvfrs~·clintorisaid 

th~ responses in Akron were proba­
b.19-less for4tcomihg'-~ µse '.'people 
feel overwhelmed;by the race· initia­
twe." She sugges'ted·tha:t:th:ere-be a 
foous on."tho~e little things that cre-
ate human connections." · 
-9:I felt so stunned," said Claudy 

P4jll, a senior -3! a mostly white high 
sqltool, w~o told. Mrs. Clinton a 
siIDoolmate used.a racial .slur o·ne 
d§;- as Jte boarded a school bus: ·· · · 

"Did you ever. try to sit down and 
talk with that young man?" Mrs. 
Clinton aske<C · · . 
' "Yes. I did,'',Claudy replied.' "He 

said, $I'm soi.:r:r.' and. 'some of'lny 
best friends' are blacl:t.' My mom was 
t~ me how:racist the·school was. 
I 'cfid not 'want to believe· he·r: l'lien 
tlrat'happened to me." · · ·. 

By SONYA ROSS_ 
Associated Press Wnter 

One student asked Mrs. Clinton 
· whether she thought affirmative ac­

tion had helped or hurt American 
race relations. She replied that it had 
done both, by .uplifting poor minori­
ti~ and by being "misconstrued and 
~i,sunderstood and used in a nega­
tiv.,e way." 

1§ince candor was contagious, the 
first lady told of her own brush with 

prejudice. She was about 13 years old 
~9- sb,e,:too, ~as on-the. soccer team. •. 
1t'w.as:yecy';cold,:so sl:ie tried: to make i snialr~:about tne·weather with 
·the'.goalie;lwho··replied; '!J donit care 
if. you•~ cold. I wish people like you 
would freeze."' 

"I said, 'How-can you hate people 
like us?. You don't even know us,' " 
Mrs. Clinto~ recalled. "She.said, 'I 
don't have to ·know y9u to -know I 
hate you;· And I've never forgotten 
that" . ,• 

__ ~ ers wasn't a racial in~ident, Mrs. 

0linton said. The goalie was of East­
eri:r European descent, and she con-

. sidered the then•Hijlary Rodham as a 
"rich ; Waspy type:" Thos~kinds of 
"non-black-white" tensions also need 
to be addressed, for ·they are a · larger 
problem-than many believe, Mrs. 
clinfon said. . . 

. "People· overlook the importance 
of forcing this conversation,". she 
said. "The black-white issue has to 
.be the focus becaus~ it 's ·the unfin­
ished business of America. ·But I 
think we can help people tlnderstand 

it better if they see it as part of the 
overall dilemma of bigotry and prej­
udice that we have to contend with." 

Tuesday's dialogue was part of an 
annual event by Team Harmony, an 
initiative begun by Boston-area pro­
fessional sports teams in 1994 to help 
middle- and high-schoolers combat 
bigotry. 

Mrs. Clinton joined professional 
athletes, local l:iands and the cast of 
an MTV program before 10,000 
eighth- through ilth-graders. 

'J'ho first ladv told the children 

that the best-way to handle racist be­
havior is to refuse.to respond. "It 
doesnJt always woric'to stand there 
and yell and trade insults," she said. 

"There are still going to be people 
who are so unhappy insi~e ... that 
they won't _be able to accept other 
people," she said. "We need to make 
that number as small as possible, and 
then surround those people with our 
own respect and love, so they are ren · 
de red as harmless' as possible." 

As the president did in leading his 
discussion in Akron, Mrs. Clinton fo-., 
cused on attitudes ani~n~ young peo:; 
ple. As in Clinton's dialogue,- there 
was no real divergence of opinion. 

'.'That didn't bother ·me,". Mrs: : 
Clinton said, "Telling-their own sto: 
ries was a big part of educating theh:· 
peers." . 

Returning to Washj.ngton Tuesday 
night, Mrs.-Clinton was feted by an'. 
organization· of women dedicated to'; 
settling conflicts' without v·iolence_,". 
The ·group. Peace L_inks,·was found~. 
by Betty Bumpers, wife of Sen. Dale. 
Bumpers, D-Ark. 
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Hilla~y recalls sting of ethnic tension 
The Washington Post 

BOSTON - The chill in the air prompted her 
to say something to a stranger, but the chill in 
the response would stay with her for a lifetime. 

During a junior high school soccer game, a 
teen-age Hillary Rodham turned to the goalie 
from the other team and remarked, "Boy, it's 
really cold." The other girl snapped, "I wish 
people like you would freeze." Stunned, the 
future first lady asked how she could feel that 
way when she did not even know her. "I don't 
have to know you," the goalie shot back, "to 
·knyw I hate you." 
/More than 35 years later, Hillary Clinton 
recalled the pain of that childhood encounter 
Tuesday as she discussed the combustible issue 
of race with a sports arena filled with 11,000 
teen-agers from throughout New England. 

The first lady used the tale as an object lesson 
about the need for understanding during her 
appearance at the FleetCenter here, the latest 
chapter in President Clinton's year-long cam­
paign to start a national conversation on race 
relations in America. 

Only later in an interview did she say that the 
goalie was white, but Clinton said that the girl 
came from Eastern European descent and re­
sented what she apparently considered "some 
sort of uppity, wealthy, whitebread" girl 

The forum was a very different scene from her 
husband's inaugural town hall meeting on race 
in Akron, Ohio, last week.. Where his was C­
SPAN, hers. was MTV. With the lights turned 
down and music from U-2 blaring from the 
speakers, Tuesday's meeting had the at­
mospherics of a rock concert. The discussion, 

too seemed livelier and less structured than the 
Ab-on town hall - although, like that dialogue, 
it was dominated by a chorus of people who 
agreed with each other. . 

Wearing matching white and blue T-shirts, 
mobs of excited eighththrocgh 11th-graders 
filled most of the home of the Boston Celtics and 
Bruins for the fourth annual such gathering 
organized by a group calling itself the ~ 
Harmony Foundation. 

One of the foundation's co-founders, former 
Celtics assistant coach Jon Jennings, began 
working this fall in Marshall's office as a White 
House fellow. The first lady was invited as part 
of a ~y of activities at the gathering, which 
featured sports figures such as basketball star 
Sheryl Swoopes and Red Sox player Mo Vaughn, 
several musical groups and the stars of MTV's 
"Real World." 

Hillary Clinton sat on stage with 32 teen­
agers and talked about their experiences. 
Claudy Paul, an African American high school 
senior, recalled an encounter at a bus stop when 
he interrupted another student who angrily 
dismissed him by saying, "You listen, nigger, 
this ain't no Dorchester," referring to a pre­
dominantly black area of Boston. 

"I felt so stunned, I started in tears," Paul 
said. "From that moment, I felt like my dreams 
were all shattered." 

Other students told of swastikas in bath­
rooms, self segregation on buses and racially 
inspired fights. And several said they took their 
problems to school authorities only to see noth­
ing done. 
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···; . :-:·.::~~ i~;::"_..· -. 
-=-Talk-'abc,ufif .: 
I 1:1;~t ta.Ji ).£1,p&. : . 
- R&inan-ftliritori ~­

listens ·as0c-1at:id9 · 
. Pauf taiks~fi°'o(it his 

first experience ,;_· 
with racism. du.ring 
a panef:discussion 
Tuesday-in- Boston. 
The ~vent v;.·as patf 
of the-an·nual ~nti­
racism.fally-0f _;; · 
T ,:,;,mi J:;l~r01qny~~fn 
initiati~tr.6egurr tiv 
Boston.area pro- · 
fessional sports . -
teams in r9·94 to­
help·middle: and· 
hig~-sctl9olers · 
combat bigotry. 

Associated Press · 
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First lady swaps 
tales about prejudice 
~th youth in Boston 

■ Mrs. Clinton achieved a norities and by being "misconstrued 
candor ·in the discussion of and misunderstood and used in a 
racial disharmony that has negative way." 
eluded her husband in his The first lady told of her own 

brush with prejudice. 
national campaign. She was about 13 years old and 

BOSTON (AP) _ The matter-of- she, too, was on the soccer team. It 
fact tone in Amy Coran's voice be- was very cold, so she tried to make 
lied the pain she felt that day when small talk about the weather with 
someone at her soccer game shout- the goalie, who replied, " I don't care 
ed the joke she recounted yesterday ,if you're cold. I wish people like you 

would freeze.' " to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton. "l,said, 'How can you hate people 

"There were these four boys. . . . like us? You don't even know us," 
Then one said, 'What's the differ- Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She said, 'I 
ence between a Jew and a pizza? A don't have to know you to know I 
pizza doesn't scream in the oven,' " hate you.' And I've never forgotten 
Amy said, as sighs °df"Shock rippled that." 
among the thousands of teenagers Hers w~n't a racial incident, Mrs. 
listening in the Fleet Center sports Clinton said. The goalie was of East• 
arena. em European descent, and she con-

"Why do you think young people sidered the then-Hillary Rodham as 
say things like that? What's going on a "rich, Waspy type. 
in their heads?" Mrs. Clinton asked. Yesterday's dialogue was part of 

" Ignorance!" shouted a boy deep an annual event by Team Harmony. 
in the upper-level seats. - an initiative begunb y Boston-area 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone else. professional sports teams in 1994 to 
So it went for an hour as Mrs. . help mi~die- and high-schoolers 

Clinton engaged Boston-area youth combat bigotry. 
in a discussion about bigotries far Mrs. Clinton joined professional 
older than any of them. It was the athletes, local bands and the cast of 
type of candor that President Clinton an M1V program before l 0,000 
sought - but didn't get - when he eighth- through 11th-graders. 
kicked off bis national dialogue on The first lady told the children 
race in Akron. Ohio, last week. that the best way to handle racist 

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton said behavior is to refuse to respond. " It 
the responses in Akron were proba- doesn't always work to stand there 
bly less forthcoming because "peo- and yell and trade insults," she said. 
pie feel overwhelmed by the race i.ni- "There are still going to be people 
tiative." She suggested that there be who are.so unhappy inside ... that 
a focus on· " those little things that they won't be able to accept other 
create human connections." people," she said. "We need to make 

One student asked Mrs. Clinton that number as small as possible, 
whether she thought affirmative ac- and then surround those people with 
tion had helped or hurt American our own respect and love, so they 
-race relations. She replied that it had are rendered as harmless as possi-
done both, by uplifting poor mi- ble." 
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Hillary shares racism tales 
Associated Press 

BOSTON - Admitting that "we 
don't have all the answers" for end­
ing bigotry, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
talked about racism with high 
school students, and spoke openly 
of her encounters with prejudice. 

For about an hour, Mrs. Clinton 
sat on stage at the Fleet Center 
sports arena with 32 te~nagers, lis­
tening as they told stories of racism 
with the type of candor President 
Clinton had hoped to elicit a week 
ago in Akron, Ohio. 

When asked about her own expe­
riences, Mrs. Clinton said as a 

teenager she once tried to make 
small talk about the cold weather 
with a soccer goalie who replied, "I 
don't care·if it's cold. I hope people 
like you freeze." 

Mrs. Clinton said she told the 
goalie she shouldn't dislike her be­
cause she didn't know her, and the 
goalie replied, "I don't have to know 
you to hate you." 

The fust lady told the middle and 
high-school students that the best 
way to handle racist behavior is to 
refuse to respond, and still treat 
that person with respect. "It doesn't 
always work to stand there and yell 
and trade insults." 
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First Lady, 
Boston Youth 
Talk Prejudice 
By SONYA ROSS 
Associated Press Writer 

BOSTON - The matter-of-fact 
tone in Amy Coran's voice belied 
the pain she felt that day when 
someone at her soccer game 
shouted the joke she recounted 
yesterday to first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

"There were these four boys 
. . . .Then one said, 'What's the 
difference between a Jew and a 
pizza? A pizza doesn't scream in 
the oven,' " Amy said, as sighs of 
shock rippled among the thou­
sands of teen-agers listening in 
FleetCenter sports arena. 

"Why do you think young peo­
ple say things like that? What's 
going on in their heads?" Mrs. 
Clinton asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy 
deep in the upper-level seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

So it went for an hour as Mrs. 
Clinton engaged Boston-area 
youth in a discussion about bigot­
ries far older than any of them. It 
was the type of candor that Presi­
dent Clinton sought - but didn't 
get - when he kicked off his na­
tional dialogue on race in Akron, 
Ohio, last week. 

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton 
said the responses in Akron were 
prob.ably less forthcoming be­
cause "people feel overwhelmed 
by the race initiative." She sug­
gested that there be a focus on 
"those little things that create 
human connections." 

"I felt so stunned," said Claudy 
Paul a senior at a mostly white 
high' school, who told Mrs. Clin­
ton a schoolmate used a racial 
slur one day as he boarded a 
school bus. 

"Did you ever try to sit down 
and talk with that young man?" 
Mrs. Clinton asked. 

"Yes I did," Claudy replied. 
"He said, Tm sorry,' and 'some of 
my best friends are black.' My 
mom was telling me how racist 
the school was. I did not want to 

believe her. Then that happened 
tome." 

One student asked Mrs. Clin­
ton whether she thought affirma­
tive action had helped or hurt 
American race relations. She re­
plied that it had done both, by 
uplifting poor minorities an_d by 
being "misconstrued and misun­
derstood and used in a negative 
way." . 

Since candor was contagious, 
the first lady told of her own 
brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old and 
she too was on the soccer team. 
It ~as ~ery cold, so she tried to 
make small talk about the weath­
er with the goalie, who replied~ "I 
don't care if you're cold. I wish 
people like you would freeze.' " 

"I said, 'How can you hate peo­
ple like us? You don't even know 
us," Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She 
said 'l don't have to know you to 
kno~ I hate you.' And I've never 
forgotten thal" 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, 
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was 
of Eastern European descent, and 
she considered the then-Hillary 
Rodham as a "rich, Waspy type." 
Those kinds of "non-black-white" 
tensions also need to be ad­
dressed, for they are a larger 
problem than many believe, Mrs. 
Clinton said. 

"People overlook the impor­
tance of forcing this conversa­
tion," she said. "The black-white 
issue has to be the focus because 
it's the unfinished business of 
America. But I think we can help 
people understand it better if 
they see it as part of the ~ver:3-ll 
dilemma of bigotry and preJud1ce 
that we have to contend with." 

1 

Yesterday's dialogue was part 
of an annual event by Team Har­
mony, an initiative begun by Bos­
ton-area professional sports 
teams in 1994 to help middle- and 
high-schoolers combat bigotry_. 

Mrs. Clinton joined profession­
al athletes, local bands and the 
cast of an MTV program before 
10,000 eighth- through 11th-grad­
ers. The three-hour program also 
was broadcast live over New En­
gland Cable News. 
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Clinton, replying to critics, 

prods race panel 

By Ann Sc:ucs 
i,I.IJRf.STAn" 

• ' WASHINGTON - Prc.sidcnt Clinton, re-
1<pond1ng to crilici,m that his race iniliaLives 
jnay be <!rifling, tned yesterday to jump­

. s!,;u-t, the work of the ad,isory board he has 

. ;1ppoint.cd to ovcr.ee what he has called his 
: ~)'incip:ll domestic ririoiity. 

· II A Worcester lir111 i~ accused ol 
:s\ecring minoritic.~ !ro111 apartments 
•Qwncrl by h!goterl lancllorrls. A22. 

: ·: Joined by Vice President Al Gore, Clin• 
. ·llln announced that the first in a series of 
· :.,;cctmgs on face will be held on Dec. 2. 
: ·: Clint.on also said he h,s a\\·•r-dcd $15 mil• 
· lion from the Department of lloasing and 
: -Urban De"elopment Lo enforce fair housing 
· ·1~ w,;. "I l IS clear to me now that thcrc is 
· -more housing discrimination in America than 

I had thought there was when I became 
president," Clinton Lold the advisory board. 

By tying the grant money, which harl 
been allocated, Lo the race panel, Clinton \\'llS 

seeking lo deflect. accusations that his initfa­
tive has been long on symbolism and short 
on substance. 
· · "!'hat's what people are wanting Lo knov.~ 

-How we can combine these wonderful goals 
wit.h .nractical .steps that will take us Loward 
th01SC goals. And this is an example." said 
John Hope Franklin, the historian and advi­
sory board chairman. 

Clinton's aides ycst.crday virtually dis­
missed the suggestion of some !cu.er ",itc1,; 
Lo lhe advisory board that Clinton apologize 
for slavery and segregation. 

Apologizing "is not of urgcnl concern Lo 
the president," While House Press Sccrc­

. t.ary Michael 0. McCu;rry said. "The ques­
tion is frankly a mool point, because il hasn't 
been part of the active dialogue that we've 

'It is clear to me now 
that there is more 

housing discrimination 
than I had thought 

when I IJec.1.mc 
prcsidenL' 

l'llE:SIDENT Cl,INTON 

had \\1th the communiL)' or with folks who 
3rc interested in the lyµc of dialo1,'1.lc the 
prcs11lcnt h:i.s suggested ... 

Of the r•cc initiali"c, Clint.on ~aid: "IC~ 
"cry imporunt 1.ha1. we throw tins into :.he 
future now." 

Asked by reporters ahoul. apologies dur• 



The Boston Globe 
November 13, 1997 

Alu-on to host first town meeting 
on Clinton race initiative-. 

<WASHINGTON - l'rcsidcnl 
Clint.on scheduled his r,rsl t.own hall 
meeting ·on race for nexl month in 
Alo-on, Ohio, and met wilh aides yes­
terday to refocus his initi,tivc to 
prO~oLC racial harmony in America. 

· The White House is looking lo in• 
;cct vigi,r into whal has been • slow­
mqving campaign. 

Clinton chose Akron Lo open lhc 
10.im hall 'series . Dec. 3 because of 
the city's moves in recent years to 
co~front its racial problems. The· 

White lloure W:1$ impr=<I \\1lh • 
proJ:r.lrn c:1llc<l lhc Con,ing To~eth­
cr Project, designed to promote 
awareness of other cult.urcs U,rough 
the o.rts, and wilh lhe Akron ncacon 
Joumal'~ yearlong Pulit.zcr r,;~­
winning examination or r>cc. 

"'We think Akron as a community 
has really stepped up to deal honcsl· 
ly and -~penly on race relations," 
White House spokesman Joe Lock­
hart. s.aid. 

The Akron mcicting Is expected 
to last about 90 minutes, and is ex­
pected to focus on altitudes among 

young people, at _u,e sucgcslio~ or 
Clinton's r:icc :,dv,,;ory l>oard. 

"They've alr.eady given us C~ 
,rl,ice on education and cconom,':" 
;rnd focusin1: on youlh.'' ~d Syl~,a 
Mathews, deputy White House chief 
or staff. • 1 think the initiative has 
picked up iL, speed." 

The prcsidenl scheduled • mecl• 
ing lasl evening .wilh young _ad_ults 
aged 23 to 30. White _ House ai~es 
ch:i..ractcriz.ed it as one in an ong_oing 

· series or general outreach meetings, 
and nol spccif,cally abouL I.he race 

initiative. 

Choosinc the mcdium-si>.cd Ohio 
c,ty also eliminates Lhe prosr,ccL lh:ot 
a town hall mcctinc dcsicnccl to pre,. 
vokc a blunl discussion on US racial 
problems would be conductccl in :o 

large, urban venue where white,: 
would be unlikely t.o aUend. Akron ,s 
73 percent white, 24.5 pc1-eenl black 
nnd 2 pczunl Asian, Hispanic. and 
American Indian. 

The president, along with Vice 
President Al Gore, announced his 
choice_ al an hourlong meeting in the 
White House's Cabinet Room with a 
half-dozen key aides and a few mem-

b.,rs of his race ;1dvisory hoarr1·s 
st:,rr. . 

Lockhart characterized yester­
day's g.lheting as an internal rnccl­
ing "just lo make sure thal we arc all 
on the same page ... 

Since its inception in June. lhe 
seven-member board, headed by his­
lotian John Hope Franklin. has mel 
only twice. I ts third meeting is to ~ ~ 
nexl week at lhe University of Mary-'. 
land. 

At yesterday's meeting, Gore 
identified two areas that need t.o be . 
addressed, the officials said - foster-

ing a broader undcrst:lnding or the 
"unique suffcrini:'' of minority 2nd 
elhnic groups and lhc "unique con­
Lributions" such groups have made. 

To promote creative ways to re­
solving racial problems, lhe advisory 
board has posted a lisl or "promising 
practices· on its I ntcrnct site, so 
thal local communities can.duplicate 

·'iii~fforts: · 

Akron's Coming Together Pro­
ject is among them. Another-is Team 
Harmony, a Boston program lhal 
gets young people of all races in-

. volved in various projects. 



ing a break in Lhe meeting, Franklin s.'lid: 
"Slavery or scgTegation, what else might 
there be an apology for?" 

He added: •1 don'L know anybody who 
knows Lhe history or this country who would 
.be sa\.isificd 11~th thal The problem is much 
more exl.eIISivc than Lhal • 

The meeting or the board al the M:ty• 
Oowcr Hotel here was Lhc group's second 
since Clinton announced the race initiative at 
a S:tn Diego commencement speech in June. 

Although the advisory board has hired an 
c~eaitivc direct.or and 2'1 full-time employ• 
ces, the centerpiece or ils effort - Lhc dia• 
logue thaL "ill come lhrogh a series or t.own 
meetings - has been slow to develop, as have 
concrete programs thal are another major 
componenl of the initiative. Adviso1y _board 
members say the December Lown meeting 
will be held somewhere in I.he Midwest, 
though the location has nol. been determined. 

Clint.on applauded the panel for deciding" 

al ils first meeting lo focus on education and 
economics as I.he gateway Lo impro,ing rncc 
relations. and suggest.cd lh:tt the advi.o;ory 
board look inLO using riivcrse school clist.ricLs 
LO suiny how Lhe 1-aces can gel along on :, 
day-Lo-day basis. 

"I think we might lc.-u-n a 1,,i•cat de.al if 
you could get some or these children and 
maybe even soine of their p:11-cnls Logel.her 
and hnvc nn honest Lalk about how Lhc kids 
arc doing in U,c schools, how the parcnl.S arc 
rloing in the \VOrkpl:,cc and in the larger sod• 
ety, nncl ,vh.'.t U1al tells us about whe,-c we 
need Lo go in the fut.ure," Clinton s.tid. 

He suggested th2t the ad,isory bo..,_rd 
publish a compendium of such local efforts as 
Team Hannony, a Boslon-based program 
that brings Logether middle and high school 
students of different raci:il and clhnic back­
grounds who spend a ye2r ull<ing in their 
schools and Lo sludenls in other schools 
ab<iul racial and ethnic t.olcrancc. 



The Framingham Tab 
December 2, 1997 

Perspective 
········· ·················· ----

Taki'ng a stand 
against discrimination 

By Betsy Banks Epstein 

A
s a small child growing up in 
Brookline, I was often taunted as I 
walked home in the thiid grade: 
"Jews killed Ouist ... Jews killed 
Quist," others my own age claimed. 

My lower lip quivered, my knees shook, my 
bean thumped faster. I was vulnerable. My 
brother was benched for several games when 
he refused to play soccer on Yom Kippur, the 
Jewish day of atonement · 

In l m, our world feels more inclusive, yet 
some stark realities remain. Jewish gravestones 
are routinely desecrated, crosses are burned on. 
suburban lawns and jl:,!St last year, five churches 
in Jackson. Tenn., were destroyed. 

My older son had a high school classmale 
who insisted that the Holocaust was greatly 
exaggerated. This child pointed out that his par­
ents mscovered library books outlining evi­
dence that the statistics of minorities murdered 
and tonuredduring World War II have been 
gross) y inflated. • 

Two years ago, my younger son was one of 
three white people in a large gathering where 
people of color were the majority. My son fell 
neither threatened nor nervous; he was wannly 
welcomed and wanted. He wonders if the 
reverse would be true. When a few people of 
color find themselves adrift in a sea of white 
bodies, do hands reach out to graciously 
involve them or are they stared at suspiciously? 
-· Some in our community have wisely real-

. ized that our kids need vehicles to help them 
co-qibat the racial tensions in their schools. The 
children who stop laughing at ethnic jokes and 
speak out against the racist graffiti scrawled on 
their gym lockers become the adults who are 

. commiued to wiping out discrimination. 
_ My high school and college days in the late 
'OOs·and early '70s were marked by harsh 
words, protest marches, placards and dissen­
sion. Soon I look forward to participating in a 
different kind of sit-in. 

The late Boston Celtics Captain Reggie 
Lewis, Celtics Director of Basketball 



Development Jon Jennings and Executive 
Director of the New England Anti-Defamation 
League Leonard 2'.akiin brainstormed the idea 
of an annual group cally against.hate. Now in 
ilS fowth year, Tea·m Harmony attracts more 
than 10,(XX) middle and high school students 
from throughout Massachusetts who spend a 
day (this year, Dec. 9) at the Reet C.enter. 
Profes.gonal athletes from Boston's five sports 
teams - the Red Sox, Celtics, Bruins, Patriots 
and New England Revolution - as well as 
musicians and inspiring speakers contribute to 
a festive atmosphere celebrating diversity. 

An event such as Team Hannony provides 
an opportunity for students.from isolated envi­
ronments to mix. with a variety of people. 
Awards are given to schools that have been 
leaders in fighting racial incidents and have 
developed innovative pro~ which further 
understanding, s~ as multicultural food and_ 
dance carnivals or sbows··that instruct the pub-· 
lie about-anti-Semitism Individual stildeiJ.ts · 
who have made a difference by being peer 

leaders, Big Brothers/Big Sisters or have taken 
controversial stands for freedom of expression 
are also recognized. 

The goal of Team Hannony is to motivate 
kids to take action, to feel empowered to fight 
prejudice. Even though our society is suppos­
edly a melting pot, the roots of racism run 
deep. A day comprising part education and part 
entertainment can start to build a foundation of 
change as teenagers realiz.e that both name­
calling and exclusionary behavior hwt. 

Whether a student is a member of her 
school's multicultural alliance, Jewish group, 
homosexual-lesbian alliance, Republican club 
or women's issues group, setting aside a day to 
gather with all these factions teaches lessons 
that can be learned beyond the classroom. 
Youngsters experience the message that there 
should be"space for eacli of their voices. There 
is power in their numbers if together they take 
a stand· against ignorance. 0 
-·. Betsy Banks Epstein is a Cambridge resi­
dent. 



The Town Crier 
December 3, 1997 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

.. is .pa~~-of local ral_ly 
On Tuesday, December 9, 

First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton will join more than 
10,000 middle and high school 
students representing public, 
private and parochial schools 
from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island for 
Tham Harmony IV, the interac­
tive rally against racism, hatred 
and discrimination of all kinds. 

Special guests will also 
include Boston Red Sox MVP 

Mo Vaughn, WNBA high-scorer 
Sheryl Swoopes, former Boston 
Bruingreat Cam Neely, New 
England Patriots stars Sam 
Gash and Ted Johnson, and 
Boston Celtics co-captain Dee 
Brown. In addition, the cast of 
MTV's Real World Boston 
WXKS DJ Billy Costa and musi­
cal guests will join the· program. 

The event will be from 10am · 
to 2pm at the Fleet Center. 
Team Harmony, now in its 
fourth year, is a collaborative 
effort of the Team Harmony 
Foundation, the Anti­
Defamation League of New 
England, Fleet Banlc, all five of 
Boston's professional sports 
teams and community and busi­
ness sponsors. 

Tham Harmony has become a 
national model for inspiring and 
empowering high school stu­
dents to deal with issues of dis­
crimination, recently earrung a 
spot on The White House's web­
site as one of the top ten success 
programs in this country to 
combat discrimination. 



The Brookline Tab 
December 4, 1997 

Perspective .................... •.• ..... 
---

Taking a stand 
against discrimination 

By Betsy Banks Epstein 

A
s a small child growing up in 
Brookline, I was often taunted as I 
walked home in the third grade: 
"Jews killed Christ ... Jews killed 
Christ," others my own age claimed. 

My lower lip quivered, my knees shook, my 
heart thumped faster. I was vulnerable. My 
brother was benched for several games when 
he refused to play soccer on Yom Kippur, the 
Jewish day of atonement · · 

In 1997, our world feels more inclusive, yet 
some stark realities remain. Jewish gravestones 
are routinely desecrated, crosses are bl.lllled on 
suburban lawns and just last year, five churches 
in Jackson, Tenn., were destroyed. 

My older son had a high school classmate 
who insisted that the Holocaust was greatly 
exaggerated. This child pointed out.that his par­
ents discoveredJbrary books outlining evi­
dence that.the sfa!:istics of !DffiOritjes murdered 
and tomrred•duringWorld War IJ:.have l:)een 
grossly inflated. · . 

Two years ago, my younger son was one of 
three white people in a large gathering where 
people of color were the majority. My son felt 
neither threatened nor nervous; he was warmly 
welcomed and wanted. He wonders if the 
reverse would be true. When a few people of 
color find themselves adrift in a sea of white 
bodies, do hands reach out to graciously 
involve them or are they stared at suspiciously? 
. Some in our community have wisely real­
ized that our kids need vehicles to help them 
COD;l.bat_the racial tensions in their schools. The 
children ·who stop laughing at ethnic jokes and 
speak out llc,oain.st the racist graffiti scrawled on 
their gym lockers become the adults who are 
committed to wiping out discrimination. 

. _ -My high school and college days in the late 
'60s-and early '70s were marked by harsh 
wo~ protest marches, placards and dissen­
sion. Soon I look forward to participating in a 
different kind of sit-in. 

The late Boston Celtics Captain Reggie 
Lewis, Celtics Director of Basketball 



Development Jon Jennings and Executive 
Director of the New England Anti-Defamation 
League Leonard Zakim btainstonned the idea 
of an annual group rally against hate. Now in 
its fourth year, Team Harmony attracts more 
than 10,(XX) middle and high school students 
from throughout Massachusetts who spend a 
day (this year, Dec. 9) at the Reet Center. 
Professional athletes from Boston's five sports 
teams - the Red Sox, Celtics, Bruins, Patriots 
and New England Revolution - as well as 
musicians and inspiring speakers <:<>ntnbute to 
a festive atmosphere celebrating diversity. 

An event such as Team Harmony provide.5 
an opportunity for students.from isolated envi­
ronments to mix with a variety of people. 
Awards are given to schools that have been 
leaders in fighting racial incidents and have 
developed innovative programs which further 
understanding, ~ch as multicultural food and 
dance carnivals or shows ·that insliuct the pub- · 
lie about anti-Semitism Individual students 
who have made a difference by being peer 

leaders, Big Brothers/Big Sisters or have taken 
controversial stands for freedom of expression 
are also recognized. 

Toe goal of Team Harmony is to motivate 
kids to take action, to feel empowered to fight 
prejudice. Even though our society is suppos­
edly a melting pot, the roots of racism run 
deep. A day comprising part education and part 
entertainment can start to build a foundation of 
change as teenagers realize that both name­
calling and exclusionary behavior hurt 

Whether a student is a member of her 
school's multicultural alliance, Jewish group, 
homosexual-lesbian alliance, Republican club 
or women's issues group, setting aside a day to 
gather with all these factions teaches lessons 
that can be learned beyond the classroom. 
Youngsters experience the message that there 
should be space for eacli ·of their ·voices. There 
is power in their numbers if together they take 
a stand against ignorance. 0 

Betsy Banks Epstein is a Cambridge resi­
dent. 



The Dover Tab 
December 4, 1997 

Perspective 
·············· ···· ·· ······· 

Taking a stand 
- -

against discrimination 

By Betsy Banks F,pstein 

A
s a small child growing up in 
Brookline, I was often taunted as I 
walked home in the third grade: 
"Jews killed Oirist ... Jews killed 
Ouist," others my own age claimed. 

My lower lip quivered, my knees shook, my 
heart thumped faster. I was vulnerable. My 
brother was benched for several games when 
he refused to play soccer OD Yom Kippur, the 
Jewish day of atpnerrent · 

In 1997, our world feels more inclusive, yet 
some stark realities remain. Jewish gravestones 
are routinely desecraied, crosses are bwned OD 

suburban lawns and just last year, fiv~ churches 
in Jackson, Tenn., were destroyed. 

My older son had a high school classmate 
who insisted that the Holocaust was greatly 
exaggerated. This child pointed out that his par­
ents discovered library books outlining evi­
dence that the statistics of minorities murdered 
and torrured dilling World War Il h:!-ve been 
grossly inflated. 

Two years ago, my younger son was one of 
three white people in a large gathering where 
people of color were the majority. My son felt 
neither threatened nor nervous; he was warmly 
welcomed and wanted. He wonders if the 
reverse would be true. When a few people of 
color find themselves adrift in a sea of white 
bodies, do hands reach out to graciously 
involve them or are they stared at suspiciously? 

Some in our commllll.ity have wisely real­
ized that our kids need vehicles to help them 
combat the racial tensions in their schools. The 
children who stop laughing at ethnic jokes and 
speak out against the racist graffiti scrawled on 
their gym lockers become the adults who are 
committed to wiping out discrimination. 

My high school and college days in the late 
'60s and early '70s were marked by harsh 
wools, protest marches, placards and dissen­
sion. Soon I look forward to participating in a 
different kind of sit-in. 

The late Boston Celtics Captain Reggie 
Lewis, Celtics Director of Basketball 



Development Joo Jennings and Executive 
Director of the New England Anti-Defamation 
League Leonard Zakim brainstormed the idea 
of an annual group rally against hate. Now in 
its fourth year, Team Harmony attracts more 
than 10,CXX> middle and high school students 
from throughout Massachusetts who spend a 
day (this year, Dec. 9) at the Aeet Center. 
Professional athletes from Boston's five sports 
teams- the Red Sox, Celtics. Bruins, Patriots 
and New England Revolution - as well as 
musicians and inspiring speakers ~ntribute to 
a festive atmosphere ce.lebrating diversity. 

An event such as Team Harmony provides 
an opportunity for students.from isolated envi­
ronments to mix with a variety of people. 
Awards are given to schools that have been 
leaders in fighting racial incidents and have 
developed innovative programs which further 
W1derstanding, such as multicultural food and 
dance carnivals or shows -that instruct the pub­
lic about anti-Semitism. Individual students 
who have made a difference by being peer 

leaders, Big Brothers/Big Sisters or have taken 
comroversial stands for freedom of ex.pression 
are also recognized. 

The goal ofTearn Harmony is to motivate 
kids to take action, to feel empowered to fight 
prejudice. Even though our society is suppos­
edly a melting pot, the roots of racism run 
deep. A day comprising part education and part 
entertainment can start to build a foundation of 
change as teenagers realize that both name­
calling and exclusionary behavior hurt 

Whether a student is a member of her 
school's multicultural alliance, Jewish group, 
homosexual-lesbian alliance, Republican club 
or women's issues group, setting aside a day to 
gather with all these factions teaches lessons 
that can be learned beyond the classroom. 
Youngsters experience the message that there 
should be space for eacti of their voices. There 
is power in their numbers if together they take 
a stand against ignorance. 0 

Betsy Banks Epstein is a Cambridge resi­
dent. 



The Sherborn Tab 
December 4, 1997 

Perspective .................... ·.· ..... 
----

Taking a stand 
against discrimination 

By Betsy Banks Epstein 

A
s a small child,growing up in 
Brookline, I was often taunted as I 
walked home in the third grade: 
"Jews .k:il!e9 qmst ... Jews killed 
Clrrist," Olhers my own age claimed. 

My lower lip quivered, my knees shook, my 
heart thumped faster. I was vulnerable. My 
brother was benched for several games when 
he refused to pla)'. .soccer on Yorn Kippw; tl_le 
Jewish day of atonement · · · · · 

In-1997, our world feels more inclusive, yet 
some stark realities remain. Jewish gravestones 
are routinely desecrated, crosses are burned on 
subwban lawns and j~tJast year, fiv~ churches 
in Jackson, Tenn., were destroyed. 

My older son bad a high school classmate 
who insisted that the Holocaust was greatly 
exaggeraJe(i This child pointed out.that his par­
ents discovered library books outlining evi­
dence that the ·statistics of minorities muroered 
and to~-d~iWorld Warn.have.been 
gross! y inflated. ~ · 

Two years ago, my younger son was one of 
three white people in a large gathering where 
people of color were the majority. My son felt 
neither threa1ened nor nervous; he was wannly 
welcomed and wanted. He wonders if the 
reverse would be true. When a few people of 
color find themselves adrift in a sea of white 
bodies, do hands reach out to graciously 
involve them or are they stared at suspiciously? 
. Some in our community have wisely real­
ized that our kids need vehicles to help them 
combat the racial tensions in their schools. The 
children who stop laughing at ethnic jokes and 
speak out against the racist graffiti scrawled on 
their gym lockers become the adults who are 
committed to wiping out discrimination. 

. My high school and college days in the late 
'(i()s·and early '70s were marked by harsh 
wo~ protest marches, placards and dissen­
sion. Soon I look forward to participating in a 
different kind of sit-in. 

The late Boston Celtics Captain Reggie 
Lewis, Celtics Director of Basketball 



Development Jon Jennings and Executive 
Director of the New England Anti-Defamatioo 
League Leonard Zakim brainstonned the idea 
of an annual group rally against hate. Now in 
its fourth year, Team Harmony attracts more 
titan I O,CXX> middle and high school students 
from throughout ~usetts who spend a 
day (this year, Dec. 9) at the Fleet Center. 
Professional athletes from Boston's five sports 
teams - the Red Sox, Celtics, Bruins, Patriots 
and New England Revolution - as well as 
musicians and inspiring speakers ~ntribute to 
a festive atmosphere celebrating diversity. 

An event such as Team Harmony provides 
an opportunity for students.from isolated envi­
ronments to mix with·a variety of people. 
Awards are given lo schools that have been 
leaders in fighting racial incidents and have 
developed innovative programs which further 
understanding, St:!Ch as multicultural food and 
dance carnivals or shows' that instruct the pub­
lic about '3iJti-Semitism: Individual students 
who have made a difference by being peer 

leaders, Big Brothers/Big Sis~ or have taken 
controversial stands for freedom of expression 
are also recognized. 

The goal of Team Hannony is to motivate 
kids to take action, lo feel empowered to fight 
prejudice. Even though our society is suppos­
edly a melting pot, the roots of racism run 
deep. A day comprising part education and part 
entertainment can start to build a foundation of 
change as teenagers realize that botlt name­
calling and exclusionary behavior hurt. 

Whether a student is a member of her 
school's multicultural alliance, Jewish group, 
homosexual-lesbian alliance, Republican club 
or women's issues group, setting aside a day to 

gather witlt all these factions teaches lessons 
that can be learned beyond the classroom. 
Youngsters experience the message that there 
should be. space for each of their voices. There 
is power in their nwnbers if together they take 
a stand against ignorance. 0 
·. Betsy Banks Epstein is a Cambridge resi­
dent. 



LaSemana 
December 4, 1997 

-PrimeraDama VJSita Boston 

La'jffinief'lj:a/im"itdi/Estddos Unidos, Hi'llaiy:Rodham<!Jlinion 
Jue la oradorapfincipal en el 4to. evenio de.Team Harmony, 
celebrado en el Fleet Cen~er (Foto Reynaldo Mauras) 



Hillary-Cligt~ll Yisita ]l~~!on 
. •;__ . .,. .... . ,, ~- J:;..., • ...,. .• .... ., • 

Ea -Primera-Dama Hillary. ClifllQ.IJ mientJ:as mientras e_scuchaba al es/1f~iante 
de Chalestown High School, Claude Paul, dur.ante la cutirta ceremonia de.I.ear_n 
Harmony. (Fotp: Reynaldo Mauras). · - -·---=--

.. ► ... - . ~ . 

FLEETCENTER. - Hillary Rodham Clinton es reconocida-como ia "Primera 
Dama"que m¥ ha yia.1ado ~~!aJ_1istoria de los Estados Umdos, visi~d9-todo~ los· 
continentes excepto Antartica. . · · 

El pasado martes, la senora Clinton viaj6 a Boston para unirse a mas de 
10,000 estudiantes de es.cuela intermedia y superior del sistema escolar p~blico, 
p_rivado y·parroquial de Massachusetts; New Hampshire yRhode Island: · 

El evento .fue "'c>rganizadct por Team Harmony en su cuarto a:fi.o ·con el 
prop6sito de , reunir . a los 1j6venes y .discutir soluciones ·-para ·combatir la 
discrirninaci6n, ·el fanatismo y. promover el respeto mutuo entre los adolescentes 
en las escuelas y en la vida diaria. '" · · · . . . · -. · · 

. La Primera Dama comparti6 tarima con un grupo de 35 alumnos-del area de 
Nueva lnglaterra quienes, entre· otros testimoniaron desagradables experiencias 
sufridas como consecuencia del racismo. · · ·· .. 
· Algunos se les pQctiaj notar la tristeza al indicar que.., no sabfan•:10 que 
significaba ser objeto del discrimen hasta que por dolor propio fueron victim.a de· 
ataq~es P.._Or 'su condici6n-d~:--· -homosexual, judio;;~i§p_aµ9.: ~.p.egro :-¥::::h~sra :-po{ 

,,co~~en~ctiv.idJldes_;o·dep6rtivas _ donda ,solo ~e[~ten~·a;-;,lQ~~ vajon~~-
art :,-... .. .,, ., - .- :- , . .. . .. _ ... _ ~ ~-- ... ~ -c. .. .. .>, .- <'~ • . : . -p 1c1par. • · . · , · ....,,. -· · •· ··•·::-:--~-

La senora· Clinton le pregunt6 al joven de la Ia;Za negra y ·estudiante de 
Charlestown High School, Claude Paul, que habia hecho luego·que un_-compafiero 
le habia amenaiado al decirle·"Escucha pequeiio negro, esto no es Dorchester y 
salte de mi camino". 

·Paul _le -seiial6 a la : Primera Dama, que el ·fo tuvo que confrontarlo 
verbalrrlente y ·qu.e actuhlrriente ·son muy buenos amigos. 

La senora Clinton mencion6 que solamente una comunidad unida puede 
combatir el odio y el racis?'!.9 al seiialar lo siguiente: "Po?emos apren~er mucho, si 
aprendemos a respetarnos tmos a los otros. Esto se cons1gue con el esfuerso de los 
j6venes y los adultos". . 

El concep~o ·de Team Harmony naci6 de la amistad entre Jon Jennings, 
exdirecJor de Desarrollo de los Celtics y Reggie Lewis, excapitan fallecido de los 
Boston Celtics. Juntos deseaban ayudar a los adolescentes a terminar con el 
discrirnen racial en las escuelas, y el cual habia traido mucha violencia en en 
sistema escolar. 
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H)llacy_;R9.dpam,~~Clint0Jo,:. 
, . 

is part of loc_al rally 
On Tuesday, December 9, 

First Lady Hillary Rodbam 
Clinton will join more than 
10,000 middle and high school 
students representing public, 
private and parochial schools • 
from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island for 
Tham Harmony IV, the interac­
tive rally against racism, hatred 
and discrimination of all kinds. 

Special guests will also 
include Boston Red Sox MVP 

Mo Vaughn, WNBA high-scorer 
Sheryl Swoopes, former Boston 
Bruingreat Cam Neely, New 

· England Patriots stars Sam 
Gash and Ted·.Johnson, and 
Boston Celtics co-captain Dee 
Brown. In addition, the. cast of 
MTV's Real World Boston 
WXKS DJ Billy Costa and musi· 
cal guests will join the.program. 

The event will be from loam 
to 2pm at the Fleet ,Center. 
Team Harmony, now in its 
fourt!J. year, js a collaborative 
effort o.f the Team Harmony 
Foundation, . the·· Anti­
Defamation League of New 
England, Fleet Bank, all five of 
Boston's professional · sports 
teams and community and busi-
n~ sponsors. . 

Tham Harmony has become a 
national model for inspiring and 
empowering high school stu­
dents to deal with issues of dis· 
crimination, recently earning a 
spot on The White House's web­
site as one of the top ten success 
programs in this country t o 
combat discrimination. 
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Tri-County 
Delegation 
To Hear First 
Lady Speak 

FRANKLIN - '.fri-County Re­
gional Vocational Technical High 
School will be represented at the 
_'l'eamJiarmony IV event Dec. 9 at 
tlieFieet Center in Boston when 
First Lady Hillary &dham Clin­
ton will speak. 

The program is sponsored by 
the Team Harmony Foundation, 
F1eet Bank and Anti-Defamation 
League. The program's goal is to 
teach students from every back­
ground how they can take the ini­
tiative to combat prejudice and 
promote the value of respecting di­
versity in their schools and com­
munities. 

Students in grades seven 
through ··H from .throughout New 
England in public, private and pa­
rochial schools will participate. 
The team from each school reflects 
diversity in gender, ethnicity, race, 
religion and interests. 

The day's events combine enter­
tainment, education, interactive 
dialogue and inspiration based on 
a team effort to overcome bigotry 
by giving the students a chance to 
make a difference. 

Coordinating the event for Tri­
County is Ted Barrett, social stud­
ies teacher. He will accompany the 
student delegation along with fel­
low staff members, Peter Kubiak, 
Candice Reilly,. Jane Baldi, How­
ard King and Allysa Chamberlain. 

Tri-County students who will 
participate are Paul Bibo, Derek 
Payton, Joseph Padykula, Greg 
O'Connell, Dan Silva, Liz 
Langevin, Christine Bellevance, 
Jose Rivera, Jen Levesque, Crystal 
Webber, Danielle Landry . . 

And, Christopher Ambrose, 
Laura Estey, Doug Weinburgh, 
Twyla Anderson, Nicole Newman, 
Michael Brayman, Jake Donnelly, 
Tasha Bucchanio, Erica Choquet, 
Fred Adams, Ann Thomas, John 
MacClennan, Michelle Savage, 
Sean Curran, Jen Menard, Miles 
Benson and Joseph Byrne. 



Committee as "kind of like a so­
cial actioo group.'' 

"They can choose what they 
want to do," ·she said:-: •~Tbeie•s 
no· set agenda,. The majof-:thirig 
that got the attention of Team 
. ~Y - what-I ~ -is the 
boldest thing we did - is the 
day of discussions." 

Students, with the help of the 
Williams C.ollege Multi-Cultural 
Center, led the school in a day's 
worth of talks oo di.scriminatioo 
faced by individuals and brain­
stormed ways to combat such 
cruelty . . "They started to talk 
about solutions," she said. "The 
goal of the day was to try to get 
people talking to each ocher and 
unify people's beliefs about get­
ting aloog together in the 
school.' ' . 

This type of event initialed by 
students was Team ·Harmony's 
cup of tea. The event, in its 
fourth year, is a collaboration of 
the~ 
the Anti-Defamation· League of 
New England, Fleet ·Bank. the 
five Bosto~ professiooal sports 
teams ··and· leading community 
and busioeu organizations. And 
its missioo is to inspire ·and em­
power high school students LO 
deal with issue-or discrimination. 
Team Harmooy recently earned a 
spot oo the White House's web­
site as one of the top ten success­
ful ~ in the country. to 
C(l(llbal discrimination. 

This year Hillary Rodham 
Ointon will address the crowd as 
the keynote speaker, which 
French did not realize when she 
nominated Drury's Diversity 
Committee . for the award . 
"Schools nominate themselves, 
so I oominated ~. and it 
worked," she laughed. 

French said the students could 
not be more excited about meet­
ing Ointon. Although not all of 
the 25 students attending today 
belong to the committee,. every­
one will participate in the Team 
Harmony ceremonies on stage -
including a scheduled photo 
shoot with the first lady. 

French stressed the Team Har­
mooy event is crucial for stu­
dents who seek to increase toler­
ance in their community. She 
noted the problems of discrimi­
nation do not disappear - even 
aft.et a productive day of discus· 
sioos. "Unfortunately, it doesn't 
all go away," sbe sai~ ".We all 
wish we could find something 
that will work ••. after.the day of 
discussioos. things do seem bet­
ter for a while. bu1 we need to do 
it again and again," 

FfflJCh said the school cannot 
realistically conduct such events 
more often than once a year, but 
allowing students to participate 
in Team Harmony increases the 
drive and excitement to continue 
working toward improving re\a-

lions among people. 
Part of that excitement stems 

from the VIPs who tum out for 
the event at the Fleet Center. 
Some of the sws include Boston 
Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn. 
high-scorer for the V{omen's Na­
tiooal~asketball Association Sh­
eryf · Swoopes. former Boston 
Bruin great ~ Neely, New 
England Patriots. Sam Gash and 
Ted Johnson. New England Rev­
olution's Ivan McKinley, Boston 
Celtics C(Kaptain Dee Brown 
and the marathon legend team of 
Rick and Dick Hoyt 

In addition, the cast of MTV· s 
Real World Boston and WXKS 
DJ Billy Costa will lead the 
event with special musical guests 
the Blessid Union of Souls and 
video appearances by Green Bay 
Packer Shawn Jones and 
Olympic traek star Carl Lewis. 

Tbe Team Harmony event 
concept grew out of the friend­
ship between Jon Jennings and 
former Boston Celtics Captain. 
the late Reggie Lewis. Jennings 
and Lewis sought to help young 
people end discrimination that 
was. leading to violence in the 
schools. ·The multi-media evenl, 
a·' iliuque . combination of enter -
tainmeD1. education and inspira­
tion, is based on the philosophy 
of " team effort" to overcome 
bigotry through the efforts of 
young people. 
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A question from Little Rock: 

How do we scale the walls of our ghettos? 

LEONARD ZAKIM 

F 
or the hundreds of high school stu­
dents gathered recently at Central 
High School in Little Rock, Ark., 
the event had a party atmosphere 

to it. Loud music with an inescapable beat 
blasted through the lifting morning drizzle. 
The insidiously ugly battlefield of hate that 
symbolized Central High 40 years ago, when 
nine brave African-American teenage boys 
and girls tried to enter the schoo~ must have 
seemed worlds and time eras away. But not 
for the Little Rock nine: Their scars have 
not healed, and their reunion was inextrica­
bly tinged with dark memories of the intense 
physical and emotional isolation and assault 
they endured. 

America has long been a nation exper­
iencing various levels of denial about the 
depth of racial bigotry and its history, scars, 
and legacy. We exaggerate some progress, 
ignore evidence of continued bigotry and in­
equality, and ~eleb!:3-te our diversity, more 
by eating tacos;piiia, bagels, and Chinese 

food than through interpersonal relations. 
In Little Rock, the acknowledgment of 

old sins and the willingness to work_ to heal 
the wounds opened a new symbolic door to 
better race relations. Speaker after speaker 
distinguished between forgiveness and for­
getting. President Clinton eloquently sug­
gested that the opposite of integration was 
no longer segregation, but disintegration. 

Ernest Green, speaking on behalf of the 
nine, offered hope for a better future - if we 
get serious about bridging the gap. This will 
not happen unless we make it a priority in 
our outreach, social relationships, conversa­
tions, actions, and collaborations. 

As we in the Jewish community celebrate 
the high holidays, we are seeking atonement 
- not first by begging forgiveness but by ac­
knowledging the sins, in word, deed, and 
thought, we have committed, individuallv or 
collectively. This took 40 years to happe·n in 
Little Rock. Time did not heal the wounds -
actions did. Those of us, Christian, Muslim, 
and Jew, who understand that we do live in 
"!png's network of inescapable mutuality," 
realize we have much work to do to take this 



message across the nation. 
The real hope for our future lies in the 

ability and willingness of all Americans to 
build our race relations on the shoulders of 
the Little Rock nine and other civil rights 
heroes and martyrs. 

President Clinton noted the examples of 
profound isolation and separation that still 
exist in our schools: separate hallways, cafe­
teria tables, rooting sections at sports con­
tests and parties. These self-imposed ghettos 
are walls that need to be scaled and torn 
down from the inside. Nothing short of a full 
strategic mobilization of our best resources 
among educators, the corporate sector, cler­
gy, athletes, political leaders, and ordinary 
Americans will achieve thal 

For the past four years Boston has been 
home to the nation's largest interracial gath­
ering of youths dedicated to combatting big­
otry and promoting respecl Team Harmony, 
attended by more than 10,000 middle and 
high schools students each year, focuses on 
student initiatives against bias and violence 
and toward diversity. 

Sponsored by Fleet Bank, Bost2n•s six 

sports teams, Reebok, FleetCenter, and oth­
ers, this initiative is sparking national inter­
esl Why? Because it's about conversation, 
not dialogue. It honors students '-"ithout. 
preaching to them. It recognizes and encour­
ages hundeds of local school assemblies, es­
say and art contests, and diversity teams. It 
acknowledges that adults are not the best 
role models when it comes to race relations 
and that young people watch what we do 
more than they listen to what we say when it 
comes to race, religion, and ethnicity. 

As I stood at Central High last week, this 
montage of images flew before me. Thirty 
years ago, I encountered anti-Semitism as 
one of the few Jewish students in Wayne, 
N .J. I was often told that I wasn't like other 
Jews. When I asked, amid penny throwing 
and name calling, how many other Jews did 
my classmates know, they said I was the 
only one. 

Yet their image of me was rooted in cen­
turies-old anti-Semitic stereotypes.They 
were afraid or suspicious of people they were 
not familiar with. Bridges had to be built to 
get past their ignorance and tqward under­
standing and respecl This came not with 

eloquent speeches alone, but through inter­
personal relationships and friendships across 
color, class, and ethnic lines. 

Race remains the great divider in this na­
tion. The day-to-day indignities and slurs, ar­
bitrary store detective searches and deep 
differences of income, mortality, education, 
health care, etc., between blacks and whites, 
Latinos, Asians, and others remain our pro­
found challenge. 

l t.'s time to get beyond blaming each oth­
er or comparing our levels of suffering. De­
bate about affirmative action that offers no 
other solutions does not help. Our national 
volunteerism initiative must also focus on 
race. 

Those who cynically dismiss the presi­
dent's call for a national conversation about 
race miss the poinl This is not about victims, 
targets or "those people." It's about us - all 
of us - and all of us must make this fight ow· 
fighl That's the real message of Little Rock. 

Leanard P. Zakin is executive directm of the 
Ne:w England-region of~ Anti-Defamatio,. 
League. 
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Valley students off to meet 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

IN OUR SCHOOLS 
John Macone 

Tomorrow hun­
dreds of local stu­
dents will get to 
meet First Lady 
Hillary Rodham 
Clinton at the Team 
Harmony IV~ 
which will be held at 
the F1eetCenter in 
Boston. 

The event is 

meant to encourage students to combat 
discrimination. Joining Mrs. Clinton 
will be Mo Vaughn, Sheryl Swoopes, 
Cam Neely, Sam Gash, Ted Johnson 
and Dee Brown. 

Local schools sending students are 
Greater Lawrence Technical High, 
Andover West Middle School, Methuen 
High, Tenney and Timony middle 
schools in Methuen, Marsh School, 
Comprehensive Grammar School and 
North Andover High. 

The Lawrence Girls' Ensemble will 
be among the musical performers. 

Lawrence High: The school marching 
band won third place in a competition 

in Quincy Among the awards were best 
drum major, best percussion and best 
color guards. The band will perform 
Dec. 18 in the school auditorium, along 
with concert choir and the jazz band. 
Performance 7 p.m., tickets $3. 

Presentation of Mary Academy: The 
Archdiocese of Boston is administering 
the high school placement exam at the 
school on Saturday, Dec. 13, at 8:30 
a.m. The test is for e ighth-graders who 
would like to enter a parochial high 
school. Make-up exam is the following 
Saturday. For more information on the 
exam, contact Kelly Farrington at Pre­
sentation of Mary. 

Lawrence High marching band members have won a host of medals and trophies in the past 
few months. Here are (from left) Lexa Rosado, Judy Abreu, Tim Kowalewski, Christina 
D owns, Onil Cespedes and Yaco Abreµ. 
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Drury ·students to he hopored 

for promoting harmony 

By Lisi de Bourbon 
.Berkshire Eaille Sta1T 

NORTH ADAMS - Disturbed 
by several reports of racial slurs, 
gender insults and homophobic 
remarks at Drury High School, 
a guidance counselor and a 
group of students decided in 
1995 to ·do something about it. 

That fall, they formed the Di­
versity Committee, a group 
consisting of students, faculty 
and administrators to combat 
discrimination and intolerance. 

The committee wrote a har-

assment policy · -thaC·included 
disciplinary action for offenders. 
And it instituted dayfong dis­
cussions that are held each year 
to help eradicate hatred at the 
school. 

Tomorrow, the school and the 
committee's efforts . will be 
honored in Boston at "Team 
HarmOflY. rv:·. .a blockbuster 
rally sponsored .· by the Team 
Harmony Foundation, . Fleet 
Bank, the Anti-Defamation 
League of New England and all 
five of Boston's professional 

sports teams. 
Anne·· French a Drury adjust­

m en t counseior· who spear­
headed the Diversity Commit­
tee said yesterday ·tnat first 
lady Hillary Rodham ,Clinton 
and such sports giants ·as Red 
Sox first baseman Mo Vaughn, 
former Boston Bruins· star Cam 
Neely, Patriots fullback Sam 
Gash _and linebacker Ted John­
son., -Celtics guard Dee Brown 
and · Sheryl Swoopes of the 
WNBA are expected to attend. 

In addition, 10,000 hi~h school 

students from Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and New Hamp­
shire have been invited to the 
fourth annual rally. 

Drury is one of five schools in 
New England that will be 
commended for making a dif­
ference by combatting prejudice 
and promoting respect for di­
versity, according to a press re­
lease from the Team Harmony 
Foundation. 

An estimated 25 students will 
attend, French said, adding that 
five from the Diversity Com-

I ~ttee ~ · a~ept th~ a~d. · · 
New England Cable News is 

scheduled to broadcast the rally 
which runs from 10 to 2, French 
said. And the Drury contingent 
will have its photograph taken 
with Mrs. Clinton. 

Students from the committee 
who will accept the award are 
Becky Cohen, Grade 12; Am­
anda Hartlege, Grade· 10; Al­
aequah Metter, Grade 11; Dani­
elle Owczarski, Grade 12 and 
Lyndsey Ritter, Grade 10. 

Roger F. Cirone. princjpal at 
Drury, said last night that he is 
extremely proud of the commit­
tee, especially since it has con­
tributed to a positive change in 
the school's atmosphere. 

Students, he said, are not as 
mean-spirited as they were be­
fore the committee was 
founded. 

French said that two years 
ago, she and others at the 
school were upset by some in­
cidences involving discrimina­
tion. including racial epithets 



written on desks, girls making 
nasty comments about boys' 
bodies, and boys spreading ru­
mors about girls. 

''We were frustrated, yet we 
didn't think of ourselves as 
having these kinds · of prob­
lems," she said. "It was easy to 
rationalize the situation by say­
ing, 'It doesn't happen that 
much and it happens every­
where.' -

''We. were disturbed by it and 
wanted to do · something but 
didn't want to just react in 
terms of discipline," she said. 
''We wanted to do more than 
that. We wanted to educate 
people and to try to prevent it 
from happening." 

The committee's first . action 
was to ·write the harassment 
policy forbidding discrimination 
against race, gender, class, age, 
religion and sexuality. Punish­
ments range from counseling 
and suspensions to expulsion 
and mediation. 

But it ·was the committee's 
second step that French sus­
pects may have grabbed Team 
Harmony's attention. 

The group sponsored a "day 
of discussion" about racism and 
discrimination. In the morning, 

the school assembled in the 
auditorium, and students and 
faculty delivered testimonials 
about their experiences with 
prejudice. Later in the day, with 
Williams College students serv: 
ing as discussion leaders, stu­
dents and faculty broke off int6 
smaller groups to talk about in­
tolerance and possible solutions. 

"We've done this for the past 
two years and it's been a real, 
unifying (exercise]," Frencn 
said, adding that the third will 
be held in the winter. ' 

Team Harmony, based i1-1 
Boston, sends materials anq 
tools for promoting tolerance to 
schools throughout New Eng­
land, she said. The regional or­
ganization was conceived by the 
late Celtics guard and captain 
Reggie Lewis and John Jen­
nings, a White House fellow and 
former Celtics assistant coach. . . 

After Lewis died, Jennings 
joined forces with Leonard 
Zakim, executive director of the 
Anti-Defamation League of New 
England, to establish Team 
Harmony to fight racial, ethnic• 
and sexual discrimination. 

French said the rally is the 
third Drury has attended, but 
the first at which it will receive 
an award. 

"It's a very big honor," she 
said. 
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Teens wouldn't throw Hillary 

any softballs if given chance 

NEWS A LE PHOTO 

.Near ly 10,000 students from more 
than 400 junior high and high 
schools in the state will cram the 

-Fleet Center in Boston to listen to 
B"mary Cli~ton, amon~ others . . 

TEENS, FROM 1A 
event 

While it is unlikely students will 
get a chance to meet-with-the first 
lady first hand, sevefd}(Metro'West 
students interviewed imagined what 
they might ask if they met with her. 

Team Harmoey was co-founded by 
Jon Jennings, a current White House 
fellow, and Leonard Zakim, execu­
tive director of the Anti-Defamation 
League of New England. · 

Athletes expected to attend in­
clude fullback Sam Gash of the New 

· England Patriots, Dee Brown of the 
Boston Celtics and former Boston 
Bruin Cam Neely. 

Students from several MetroWest 
towns are expected to attend the 

event, including teen-agers from 
Framingham, Franklin, Hudson, 
Marlborough, Medway, Natick and 
Southborough. 

Elana Haimes, a junior at Natick 
High School, said her questions 
would deal with the effectiveness of 
affirmative action programs. She 
noted that at least 30 Boston chil­
dren attend Natick High as part of 
the Metropolitan Council for Educa­
tional Opportunity program. 

Commonly caJled METCO, the vol­
untary desegregation program al­
lows inner-city children to attend 
schools in 30Boston suburbs. 

"The stude nts coming into this 
schools are mostly black and I al­
ways wonder if they're getting more 



or less out of this school," she said. 
"So I'd probably ask her something 
about affirmative action." /. 

Haimes said she is oftep dismayed 
with the lack of racial diversity in 
Natick. "The only racial diversity 
comes from those students," she 
said. 

She. added, though, that is the case 
in many suburbs., 

"It's a bigger problem than Nat­
ick,'' she said. 

Although she is exc1ted that pro­
fessional athletes will be on hand, 
Haimes said she believes people 
from the "anti-defamation leagues 
will have more to say than celebri-
ti " . es. 

Natick High senior Marci BatTy 

said she would ask Clinton what her 
role has been in curbing discrimina­
tion. 

'Td ask her what she, herself, has 
done to end discrimination," said 
Barry. "I think it means a lot for her 
to take to come out and talk to us. It 
says a lot about her." 

Liz Krashes, a sophomore at Nat­
ick High, said she would ask the first 
lady is she has ever experienced 
sexism. "I'd want to lmow if she's 
ever been discriminated against" 

Krashes would also want to get 
Clinton's outlook on teen relations 
today. 

"I'd want to know if she sees to­
day's youth as divided," she added. 

Krashes thought Clinton's pres-

e nce is great, saying "just her being 
here will inOuence a lot ·of us ... I 
think she's a great role model." 

Ashland High .initially had 
planned to send five students, but 
opted not to participate because stu­
dents had to choose from several re­
lated activities during the school 
year. 

"Team Harmony is a great event, 
but we have so many activities at the 
high school that we have to be selec­
tive as far as which ones we attend," 
said Connie Manna I, who teaches 
English as a Second Language al 
Ashland High. 

Teachers across · the region are 
looking foiward to"Tea m Harmony. 
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First lady brings students together to 

prontote racial harmony. 

By PAUL SULLIVAN 

First lady Hillary Clinton will address 
10,000 middle and junior high students today 
at the Fleet.Center for a rally in support of 
racial harmony. 

Clinton will aloo lead a discus.5ion with 
students and profewonal athletes at Team 
Hannony IV, set to kick off at 10 a.m today. 

One of the teens attending, Rachel Apple­
baum, 17, a seniOF at~ Rindge.,and 

Latin High, said, "I would like to ask her 
(Mrs. Clinton) whether a dialogue can be 
achieved by different races about difficult 
racial issues without offending anyone. 

"At my school, it's fine to say things are 
diverse but some people are afraid to talk 
about issues or they'll be labeled racist," 
added Applebaum, who is associate editor 
Qf the Register Forum, the school newspa­
per . 
. ' She added, ''There's surface hai:mony at 

my school and there is a large·amollllt of coming together as Team Harmony to dis­
diversity and most students are pretty cuss combating bigotry and promoting re-
comfortable interacting. spect this year. 

"But outside, to a large extent, the stu- Also attending the session will be Red 
dents stay pretty much with their own Sox star Mo Vaughn, Women's National 
race," Applebaum said. Basketball League high scorer Sheryl 

The students gathering at the Fleet- Swoopes; former Bruin star Cam Neeley, 
Center will be from private, parochial and Patriots Sam Gash and Ted Johnson, Ivan 
public . schools in Massachusetts, New McKinley of the New England Revolut ion, 
Hampshire and Rhode Island. · Celtics captain Dee Brown and the mara-

It ~ be the 41.fge~t ~ .l,lP pf .stud~~~' , ~ <?~ leg~nq .t~, of ~i~~ a~d pi~:l(~pi-t. 
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Student leaders meet 
wordly counterparts 

♦ Haverhill's top r:ofuG:!e­
schoolers will see Hillary 
Rodharn Clinton today as 
pa.rt of a program to learn 
about combating prejudice. 

By Gretche n M. Putnam 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

HAVERHILL - Kristina Tchir, 
13, said she knows what it is like to 
be discrimated against. She is of 
Honduran and Ukrainian descent 
and has experienced it and seen it 
happen to her friends. 

Today, she and more than 75 
Haverhill middle school students 
will learn to be the front line against 
hatred and bigotry afTearn Harmo­
ny IV in the F1eet Center. "!'he stu­
dents will be among 30,000 children 

learning ways to combat prejudice 
and promote respecting diversity. 
The featured speaker is first lady 
Hillary Rodharn Clinton. 

Krist ina, daughter of Victori.--.a 
and Andre Tchir, fee ls middle­
schoolers will be the ones to help 
defeat discrimination. 

"We're not as closed-minded as 
most adults are,'' said Kristina, an 
eighth-grader at Nettle School. "We 
can tell other kids and word will 
spread faster and more people will 
be educated about it" 

The students from Nettle, Con­
sentino, Hunking and Whittier mid­
dle schools were chosen for their 
leadership and because of their 
stand-out accomplishments. 

Erin Collins, 13, daughter of Lau­
rie and Richard Collins, went last 

Gretchen Putnam/cog/,. Tribunt 

M ore than 75 of Haverhill's finest middle-schoolers will be in 
Boston today, listening to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton speak 
and learning how t o combat discrimination. Shown are N ettle 
M iddle School students Jason Burton, 13, son of Joanne and Craig 
Burton; Kristina Tc hir, 13, daughter of Victorina and Andre Tchir; 
and Erin Collins, 13, daughter of Laurie and Richard Collins. 



Students:~Loc::al children to hear national leaders 

year and was chosen again this year. 
She is the president of the Nettle stu­
dent council. 

Last year, a film was shown about 
swastikas painted in a community. 
Erin said it opened her eyes. 

"It really happens, but I don't see 
it in my community," Erin said. "We 
were all kind of amazed." 

The program is sponsored by The 
Team Harmony Foundation, F1eet 
Bank and the Anti-Defamation · 
League. The program began when 
former Boston Celtics Captain Reg­
gie Lewis and former Celtics assis-

tant coach Jon Jennings wanted to 
start an event to teach youngsters to 
respect each others differences. 
After Mr. Lewis' death, Mr. Jen­
nings worked with the Anti-Defama­
tion League and The Rendon Group 
to develop Team Hannony. 
' Jason Burton, 13, son of Joanne 
and Craig Burton, said teaching 
against discrimination starts with 
young people. 

"It'.s. important to do it when . ·. . 

you're younger. Eventually we'll be 
older and we're the next generation 
of people," Jason said. "If we don't 
do it, people after us will learn not to 
do it and we will help stop it" 
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First lady joins Boston race discussion 
WASHINGTON (AP)-Team Harmony, an initiative of 

Boston-area professional sport.steams, is drawing the 
attention of Hillary Rodham Clinton as 
she takes up the president's effort to get 
Americaps to resolve their racial differ­
ences. Mrs. Clinton was to take part in a 
Fleet Center forum today convened by 
Team Harmony, which was begun in 1994 
to help middle and high school students 
combat bigotry. Athletes, bands and the 
cast of an MTV program will also address 
the audience of 10,000 students. Team 
Harmony is i;iot affiliated with Clinton's Mrs. Clinton 
race initiative, but the White House listed 
today's discussion as one of several intended to continue 
the discussion begun by the president last week. 
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N .A. students 
in limelight 
Dr~ry qiv~fsity group J:zgnored 
By El~ ~ FLYNt:4 . _ . - in the opening · ceremooies oo 
North Adams transcript fAGE ON~ stage. 

~-. . · _,The. ~aLtreatrpent is the re.-

to Ngiarios~ (~¥ ~w~:~;:-.. -~~~~~~~~---
more ilian· lO~tudents from..· wboJoimed'tw~~ ~o,ro ad­
New ·Fn )~fiiVtii'g11"•saioo1s coo- dress'"lisues';i,( IOlennce.at their 
ver e ~ --the 'Fleet.'Cenler. in school . Ad'usuneot c.oooie1la 
Bc!n.'.;. - . ·::. - - ,.1- .AimeFr~booliiiated·thecom-

But the':25 ·Drury. High School miuee· ~:-~~Jlie:recogriitioo. 
students· attetlding theil'eam Har- . and_ -:~ ~: .. was·. ,ooe ' of five 

···---,en1 icifa1' wiil"•. . .,. scliools " •. ,oo\ ''f . . ~ (i(X) mony evenl y_ g~-• , ,,;.;:r;; ., ~ _more . . 
bit of_ the limelighl"today is ihey . .....; chosen lO receive the award. . 
hoooob_ Yfilh F..ust Laay Hillary Fr~h described the Diversity 
Rodham Ointon. enjoy reserved . 
front f9W seatiiui and ~ cioate 



More than ll,000 students from 
across the state attended Tues­
day's ceremony, adding to the 
26,000 who have attended previous 
Team Harmony events. 

Also attending the event were 
Red Sox first baseman Mo 
Vaughn, Sheryl Swoopes of the 
WNBA, Boston Celtics guard Dee 
Brown, and New England Patri­
ots' stars Chris Slade, Ted John­
son and Sam Gash. 

Music and MTV 

There was music by the Blessid 
Union of Souls, an appearance by 
the cast of MTV's "Real World" 
and a presentation by Donna Har­
ris lewis, widow of Boston Celtic 
basketball player Reggie lewis. 
Former Bruins forward Cam 

Neely presented the Team Harmo­
ny award to North Attleboro High 
School. 

"It makes me feel wonderful to 
see our kids caring so much about 
other people," said English 
teacher Sue Caldwell, who is the 
SCAR adviser. " I am so proud of 
the way these kids are willing to 
reach out to others." 

Students who attended the 
event described their feelings 
after what they admitted was an 
emotionally draining day. 

"I think we have a better sense 
of unity, that it will be done if peo­
ple will work together," said stu­
dent Christine Truffa. 

"Wh en you can actually see 
and ~ear what's happened to peo­
ple, 1t makes a real difference," 
said Stacey Philibert . 
. - About 20 students related expe- · 

nences where they had faced 
racism and bigotry, including a 
student from• Sharon High School 
about the anti-8emitic catcalls 
ma~e during a soccer game 
agamst Mansfield High School. 

Student Katie Fisher said the 
words of one speaker stuck with 
her. The speaker talked about the 
outside of people's homes, and 
th~t·.people don't generally dis­
cnnunate against someone else 
based on what their home looks 
like. 

Why, the speaker asked, should 
the color of their skin be any dif­
ferent? 

" I don't remember who said 
that, but I remember what she 
said," Fisher said. 
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War8h8m students 

off to diversity rally 

By Anne Saita 
Standard-Times staff writer . 

WAREHAM - Fleet Bank Branch Manager Ann 
German wondered if there was much local interest in 
Team ijarmony rv, an annual regional rally at the Fleet­

.. (.enter ,o promote diversity and teach tolerance. 
She feared there would be few representatives from 

Wareham .. Those fears, it turns ou4 were unfounded, 
Almost 100 students from Wareham •middle and high 

schools will board a bus at 7:45 am. today tp tileet with 
l 0,000 of their peers for a party in Boston. . 

As in past years, the ranks will also include young 

people from junior highs, middle schools and high 
.schools all over the SouthCoast. 

"I was _really. encouraged that there were that many 
children interested in diversity," Ms. German said yes­
terday. "And I thought that's a wonderful reflection of 
their upbringing and our community." 

Of course, it helps that the itinerary includes a 
keynote speech by ·First Lady Hillary Rod.ham Clinton, 
whose husband bas made race relations a priority this 
year. · 

And it certainly didn't hurt to hear that other celebri-
ties would include Boston Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn, 

~A high-scorer Sheryl Swoopes, former Boston 
Brum Cam Neely, the New England Patriots• Sam Gash 
and Ted Johnson, the New England Revolution's Ivan 
McKinley, Boston -Celtics co-captain Dee Brown and 
marathoners Rick and Dick Hoyt. ' 
. Add appearances by the cast of MTV's "Real World 
m Boston" and musical guests Blessid Ur.ion of Souls 
~d it's a wonder only 100 kids signed up for the field 
tnp. 

Actually, _more prol?ably would love to attend, but 
those boardmg buses today have made more. tpan a 



Ra·lty:: Wareham students headed fo.r Fl~etCent~r 
\( . . . ·:: .•, .. 

• :~ M'•~ •."r passing pledge to 10,000 students from 400 sdhools al sports teams took -up. the' cause, '•now::l3ut we do have a white teacher :~ROM r'. improve f<IC.e relations attended. · and.the·team effort to overco,ne big- - involved, and he's working on'•get-
r:pAr.c_ : in the. :s.cjlools and " It's very uplifting and motivat- otry was· born. . · · . · ting more white students involved," 

- , -,~.,. •,· commumt1es. ing," said SandrQ Bell, a seventh- . As t.\le New, England program - Mr. Pina said. 
,8 1 · tf·.J, <1 Each ' belongs to a grade lang.uage arts a.nd social sci- drawil)g sti,ide~'is from M_assacJn.\- Th~-middle school's memb(jrship 
' '• • ·· '·"' multicuhura·1 club · that en~e te~cher who ad~1ses t~e Ware- se~s. Rho~~ Jsland and New Hamp- is "'~re varied, Ms. Bell said. " 

spends the school year hosting ham Middle Schools multicultural shire . ha~ grown thr~ugh the , Ainong other goals both work to 
speakers and events to promote cul- club. years, so. Jw~-the- populanty of the b • d , ' ..... 
tural awareness and community Sixty members of the middle multicul~r.al .. ,programs at _bo\~ . ,,"utJ fmty~mpers self-eSleem a

nd
.self-

Pride. school club, and another 30 high Warepanr~.choolsi· ·:· .' ,.;:-• .... ·., 
1~-~P-1 

.' •·· ·. 
This trip merely reinforces what school club members are planning to B~th:·pr~gram~ work to l:1fllt~.~~- ·;. W.~; Jcnow ?urselves tha!·· ,the 

these students have been promoting go to this year's event. · dents ·thrgugh spellkers · and .1school •."YO{ld._>.s b~commg more and.more 
for awhile now: the power of diversi- Team Harmony grew out of an events tlja( 'lend a p~sit.iy~ 1 n~!e;. to ;diye~e;"Ms. Bell said. '_'So it ·would 
ty. idea from the late Reggie Lewis, the what.~an;.,b"~'~ ,contentio.us~~s~e. ·:, · J.>eh~oye u& to try an_d b~t)d tol~rance 

That's been the idea of Team Har- Boston Celtics captain who died of 'fhe ~juJl.~.;holds Jrue. with Team ~nd ;·r!)spect for md1v1dualS"' and 
rnony, sponsored by Fleet Bank, heart disea~e at _the age of 27, and Hannon'yl w,hj.ch always ends on_ an' gro~s._within our c~mmuniti~f;'~ · 
since it began in December I 994. former Celtics dtre.ctor ?f basketball up?eat 1:1'?.\e.. :, 1 • • • • • • "I ~m~ we 're try mg ou~ best. Do 

The first Team Harmony brought development Jon Jennmgs, now a 'They get ~ lot out of. t! because we h1nhe target. all the. time? No. 
together 6,000 students from 300 White House fell?w, . . the me~sage !S_ ver:r p~s1t1ve a~out But I think we're moving fofward." 
New England schools to take a stand After Mr. Lewis died, other bus,- combatmg racism, said Al Pma, The/ bu!es will move forward 
against hatred and bigotry. Last year, nesses and Boston's four profession- advi~er for Wareham f-! igh School's from SouthCoast schools earJx·!~day 

m~lllcultural club, which last year to meet tlie Io a.m. opening• in 
raised mor~ than $1,000 for scholar- · . 

\ ships for college-bound seniors: Boston. Th.e loca! ~leet branch. m 
The high school club comprises ~~reham ts plannmg to provide 

mostly Cape Verdeans: with a nurn- JUtce _a~d doughnu~s. courtesy, of a 
her of African·-American and His- Dunlcin Donuts discount, for; , Lhe 
panic students. Club·.Prganizers are send-off. , .. .. 
trying to recruif more members.' • "Fleefwanted very much to·spon-

"lt's not as diverse as I'd like it to sor the event locally, not only en the 
be, which is what I'm workin$ on level in Boston," Ms. German,sai.d. 
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. ' Asscdalod Press pho10s 

Gayle O'Brien, at right, and Serena Dassatti, next to her, were among a group of Drury High • 
School students who cheered yesterday when it was announced that Hillary Rod.ham Clinton 
had entered the FleetCenter in Boston. 



:n Boston, 
frank talk on bigotry 

By Sonya Ross Clinton engaged Massachusetts white majority, who told Mrs. Clin-
Associated Press youth - including -a contingent from ton a schoolmate used a racial slur 

BOSTON - The matter-of-fact tone Drury High School - in a discussion one day as he boarded a school bus. 
in Amy Coran's voice belied the pain about bigotries far older than any of "Did you ever try to sit down and 
she felt that day when someone at them. It was the type of candor that talk with that young man?" Mrs. 
her soccer game shouted the joke President Clinton sought - but Clinton asked. 
·she recounted yesterday to first lady didn't get - when he kicked off his "Yes, I did," Claudy replied. "He 
:liillary Rodham Clinton. national dialogue on race in Akron, said, 'I'm sorry,' and 'some of my 

"There were these four boys. . . . Ohio, last ":eek. best friends are black.' My mom was 
l'hen one said, 'What'.s the. differ.e·nce ., ,· : [Dry.iry)Iigh Scho9l ~ -one of.five tellinv:ne.bow:.cacist the school was. 
between a Jew and a pizza?° A pizza ;;,sch~oTs;'•in; New .. Ehg~nil-;1.hat' were: ·I 'dii:L'.-not"want. to; believe her. Then 
doesn't scream in the oven,'" A.rny't ;:Jion~i:~ for their ~(forts·' to help that happene;il· tcrme." 
said, as sighs of shock riP.P.led:'~~radicate i;acism and discrimination. . One · student as~ed Mrs. Clinton 
among the thousands of teen-agersY"~!>:~0,}~2f"S!.~~~I}ts·-_!.i:olJ!_'~e ·sc~o_o! __ wheth~ she·though;·affirmative ac­
listening in FleetCenter sports. ~ttended-the event.) · · 6on had helped or .. hurt American 
arena. ·In an interview, Mrs. Clinton said race relations. She. ,replied that it 
: "Why do you think young ~ple ~: JP~:-rt~P.O~s in_Akron ~re .. proba- ~~d ~~ne both,, by · u_plifti,~g- poor 
say things like that? What's going-ori;.;.;bl!:1~¥;{~rthconun~ beca~e ~~le mmooties an~ by bemg m1scon­
!n their heads?" Mrs. Clinton askid: ~-•:4?jJ;iO:y:e~trelin~. by. U}e·.~fe .l~ti,~-.. ~trued an1 m~~~~erstood and used 
.. "Ignorance!" shouted a boy deep tiv~t~~~-~ .. ~gg~~-~~-~er~ be_:-a m 3: negative way. . 
'in the upper-level seats. , f~hO!_l-.;Al).~e . .:~~~~~~~. ~at Smee candor was contagious - the 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone else. ·. cr~te·,4uman·co~~~F-: ' . firs~ la~y told of her own brush with 
. I felt _ ·SO stunned, : said Claudy preJud1ce. 

· So 1t went for an hour as Mrs. Paul, a .senior at a high··sc;hool with a She was about 13 years old and 

Affirmative action, said 
Mrs. Clinton, has been 
'misconstrued and 
misunderstood and used in 
a negative way.' · 

First lady Hillary Rod.ham Clinton lis­
t~ns b!fore Team Harmony IV panel 
d1scuss1on that "drew 10,000 youths. 

~ :---



she, too, was on the soccer team. It 
was very cold, so she tried to make 
small talk about the weather with 
the goalie, who replied,· "I don't care 
if you're cold. I wish people like you 
would freeze.'" 

"I said, 'How can you hate people 
like us? You don't even know us" 
Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She said, :I 
don't have to know you to know I 
hate y9µ.'_ {\.nd · I've never forgotten 
that.'' · · · · ·· 

~ers was~•t a raciaf ~c_i<fent, Mrs. 
Clinton said. The . g(!alie.~ ~was . of 
East~m European. descent, "and she 
COllSldered, the then-Hillary Rodharn 
as a "ricli, Waspy type.''. Those.kinds 
of "non-black-whitell · tensions' also 
need to'·be addressed, for· they:are ·a 
larger problem than Jnany. believe, 
Mrs. Cliriton said.-: . J • 

"Peopl,e_ 6yerloo'k ihe importance 
of forcing this conversation," she -
said. "The black-white issue has 
to be the focus because it's the 
unfinished business of America. 
But I think we can help people 
understand it better if they see 
it as part of the overall dilemma 
of bigotry and prejudice that we 
have to contend with." 

Yesterday's dialogue was part 
of an annual event by Team 
Harmony, an initiative begun by 
Boston-area professional sports 
teams in 1994 to help middle­
and high-schoolers combat big­
otry. 

Mrs. Clinton joined profes­
sional athletes, local bands and 
the cast of an MTV program be­
fore 10,000 eighth- through 
11th-graders. The three-hour 
program also was broadcast live. 
over New England Cable News. 

The first lady told the chil­
dren that the best way to handle 
racist behavior is to refuse to 
respond. "It doesn't always 
work to stand there and yell and 
trade insults," she said. 

"There are still going to be 
people who are so unhappy in­
side ... that they won't be able 
to accept other people," she 
said. "We need to make that 
number as small as possible, 
and then surround those people 
with our own respect and love, 
so they are rendered as harm­
less as possible." 

As the president did in lead­
ing his. discussion in Akron, 
Mrs. Clinton focused on atti­
tudes among young people. As 
in Clinton's dialogue, there was 
no real divergence of opinion 
here. 

"That didn't bother me," Mrs. 
Clinton said. "Telling their own 
stories was a big part of educat­
ing their peers.'' 

Drury committee 

Thao Tran said she didn't 
think much about race until she 
noticed that black students, 
white students and Asian stu­
dents divided into factions 
aboard their school bus. Fights 
began to break out, and the of­
ficials at her school didn't han­
dle it well. 

"They say, 'We'll take care of 
it,'" Thao said. "Then the next 
day, we get beat up." 

Drury was honored because in 
1995, members of the faculty, 
administrators and students 
formed a group called the "Di­
versity Committee" to combat 
discrimination at the school. 

The committee has written a 
sexual harassment policy and 
established daylong discussions 
that are held each year. During 
the talks, students, faculty and 
administrators talk about their 
experiences with discrimination. 

Committee member Amanda 
Hartlage, Grade 10, accepted an 
award - a silver bowl with 
Drury's name printed on it - on 
behalf of the group and the 
school from Patriots fullback 
Sam Gash and linebacker Ted 
Johnson . . 

Hartlage also delivered a brief 
speech thanking Team Har­
mony for its recognition of 
Drury's efforts. 

"I said that while intolerance 
has not vanished from the 
school, it has changed because 
of our group and others that try 
to stop racism," she said, refer­
ring to her remarks. 

Anne French, a school ad­
justment counselor who spear­
headed the Diversity Commit­
tee, said the rally was invigorat­
ing. • 

"I think it was very affirming 
and engergizing for the kids and 
myself to help us keep doing 
work and keeping the efforts 
going at Drury," she said. 

The method Mrs. Clinton used 
to address intolerance and dis­
crimination was far more effec­
tive than just giving a speech, 
she said. 

Mrs. Clinton was surrounded 
. on stage by a group of 40 stu­
dents with whom she engaged 
in a dialogue about their expe­
riences with discrimination and 
racism. The exercise was very 
simBar . to the daylong discus­
sions the Diversity Committee 
sponsors at Drury. 

French added that she and 
the students were struck by 
Mrs. Clinton's warmth and 
poise. The Drury group had its 
picture taken with her before 
the cerernony began. 

Mrs. Clinton, she said, shook 
hands with several of the stu­
dents and chatted a bit with 
them. 

Eagle repcrter Lisi de Bourbon 
contributed to this story. 
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DAN SHAUGHNESSY 

VJ 
. 

. ,.,i;tughn: 
Bank on 

;.;.c-:-(' 

his return 
J, . u• 

NOW MO VAUGHN 
says his contract exten­
sion is going to get done. 

·seriously, folks. Mo still 
has his problems with the 
Red Sox, and there seems 
to be a quarrel over the 
length of the extension, 
but Mo wants you to 
know, "I think it's going 
to be done before New 

Year,',s." 
..y~ghn ap~ed at the New Garden 

yesterday, at Team Harmony IV, a wonder­
ful~v~pt in which more than 10,000 young 
peoplepme together to rally ag-ainst dis­
crimination. Vaughn was followed to the 
stage-by none other than Hillary Rodham 
Clint.or,. Fortunately, the First Lady had no 
comment on Mo's contract ex1;ension. 

1:Mo''did a great job speaking to the young 
pec).p~·,He always does. The guy is a kid 
magret, and ow· city has never had a better 
am~~dor for race rela~ons. This is one of 
the q_nalities that makes him so valuable to 
Bos~n: and so valuable to the Red Sox. But 
Mo ha:s to answer some difficult questions 
about his stickv contract talks. Such as why 
does'fle keep s~ying it's not about the money 
wh"Efu'lt's so clearly about the money? 

'"Ifs a situation where just because you 
like1~place, you don't give up everything 
tM~~•ve worked for ," he answered. "I'm 
n11.~ing to do that. 
.. ;MWhat I'm saying is that if it were about 

th-e~d'ney, then you would command the 
higb;~ prices in the game. That's what you 
wo\tid:try and do. I haven't done that. I've 
corftirra.nded what was fair for my age brack­
et,"'fo; ~hat I've done for the past five years. 

·:!•If.it were about the money, then l would 
ask to.be the highest-paid in the game. 
\Vll?lher or not people are worth it or not. 
that fs not the poinL \.vliat you ask for i5 
reallv what the problem is. If there was real­
ly ~ blem in what I was asking for, the 
negotiations would have been cut off.'' 

AtJ.imes, Mo is too good for his 0\\11 

goo't. He doesn't walk around talking about 
his contract negotiations, but when asked, he 
an~~1ers. Luckily for tho~ of us in the 

SHAUGHNESSY, Page F3 

·Fourth Estate, Mo was born \\~thout 
'.the "no:comment" chip in his head. 
, "I'm. tired of talking about it," he 
1said. "It's a shame that when it 
: comes to contract negotiations, ev­
; erybody wants to know about this 
i an(T) that. But that's just the life of 
: whift we are. I know I'll never be 
I able to explain myself. The more I 
, try to explain myself, the worse it 
:gets." 
: Vaughn says the length of the 
1 contract the Sox have offered is 
: more troublesome than the dollars. 
, ''It's a year-thing," he said. "It's 
; more of a year thing than a money 
; thing. Why should I do a two-year 
'. e:-.1;ension? You got guys going out 
here getting five-year deals? Why 

; shoµld I be offered a two-year e.xten-
1 sion?" 

The Sox probably don't want to 
'. get locked into a long-term deal be­
I cause they fear Mo will fall out of 
' shape and wind up looking like Cecil 
Fielder. 



.. · ''Pedro's deal is what they got to 
.. do when you trc:1de for a guy and give 
.up. ·your best prospects," said 

., \laughn. "They've got to lock that 

., guy up." 
... · . What about Mark McG .... ire, who 
stayed in St. Louis for less than he 

... could have made on the open mar­
.. ket? 

"Because of what Mark McGwire 
_tpo_k because of his situation in SL 
Louis doesn't mean that r have to 

.. i~ke the same situation," said 
: .V.aughn. "His deal has nothing to do 
,}\:itp my deal That's just the way it 
, gqes. Hey, we could talk Albert 

Belle, we could talk all kinds of dif­
·rerent tilings. 
... : "The bottom line is that I believe 
;,;E:;re close to coming to signing. The 

· 'phyer always looks bad, whenever 
'yqu're talking about $5, $6, $7, $8, 
$9~ $10 million. We could never ex-

- plain to the blue-collar person what a 
real situation is in this, but I've 
~~~ hard in this game to do what 
~ done .. J:'ve put a lot of blood, 

sweat, and tears into the Red Sox. 
' "I think it's going to get done and 

I',m still optimistic about iL I prom­
ise you it will be done, but I can't 
juSl. give up this stuff. But something 
v.:fil be done, believe me." 

We'll try, Mo. But if things don't 
wwk out, we won't hold you to these 
words. It'll be just like with Rick Pi­
tino. You can just say that's how you 
felt at the time. 

·'Have my numbers declined?" he 
as~d. "I'll never be Cecil Fielder. 
I've worked too hard at the game . 

'That's a chance they'll have to take . 
1 'm 30 years old; why should I get a 
two-year extension and make it seem 
like I should be happy?" 

Vaughn badly wants Sox fans to 
believe that he'll be back in the fold, 
but he can't hide his resentment. or 
the current Red Sox management 
team. When I mentioned that Du­
quette seems to be taking care of hjs 
own people and paying less attention 

· to those who were here before. 
Vaughn cited veteran scout Erwin 
Bryant, who recently left the Sox 
after they stopped listening to him. 

"Look at Erwin Bryant," said 
Vaughn. "How long is everyone 
gonna say, 'It's all the players' fault'? 
There were people in this organiza­
tion before Dan Duquette came here 
who were good people who aren't 
here. So why is it always that we're 
the bad guys all the time? I get tired 

, of hearing that. I built my life here 
before I knew Dan Duquette. All the 
people who were my friends here are 
gone. So why should I do the Red 
Sox any favors? 

"It's all a posturing process, on 
both sides. It t.akes time. I'm gonna 
get. market value. I'm not a person 
who's just going to give up my mar­
ket value. If you want to be the high­
est-paid, that's one thing. But if you 
·want to be paid market value, that's 
al'!cither tiling." 
•' :. So why did he tell the world that 
the talks were off the day before 

'·Thanksgiving? 
,,,~"All of a sudden. time limits were 

·put:into the situation, like a deal had 
to· be done by a certain time. No one 
has ever felt a sense of urgency like 
that, but once that happened, that's 

_ how I fell Hey, there are going to be 
-~'passes. There's gonna be stop­

pages of talks. Because you're talk­
ing about millions of dollars over a 
long period of time." 
1 ;.11Does he worry that the Sox a.re 
more concerned with signing Pedro 

, Martinez than him? 
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11,000 students find harmony 
to applause-of~HiDary Clinton.:; : 

By Joe Ryan 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 

A discussion of racism in schools 
came to i hush· yesterday for Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and about 11,000 
student.s at the FleetCenter when a 
Charlestown High student spoke. 

"About three years ago, a class­
mate threatened me and said, 'Lis­
ten you little nigger, this is not Dor­
chester, ·get out of my way,'" said 
Claude Paul 

'!May I ask what you did about • 
the incident?" Clinton asked. 

"I confronted him on it and today . 
-we are .friends," said ~aul, one of 30 
panelist.s who joined Clinton at the 
fourth arµiual Team Harmony event 
of the Anti-Defamation League of 
New England. The event brings t.o­
gether middle- and high-school ·stu­
dent.s from New England to cele­
brate diversity and tolerance. 

Clinton, who referred to. Team 
Harmony as a model to replicate 
across the country in her book, "It 
Takes a Village and Other Lessons 
Children Teach Us," took questions 
from student.s and led a discussion 

'About three years 
ago, a classmate 

threatened me .. . 
I. confronted him 

on it and today we 
are friends.'. 

· CLAUDE PAUL .. 
Chari£Stnwn High student· 

• I ,, •;.. 

Awards for the development of i!Jro­
vative student-based anti-prejll$ce: 
programs. The teams wer~ fj9m. . 
North Attleborough High S~o.ol;. 
Old Colony Regional Vocatiopai' 
Technical in Rochester; Kiley Middle 
School, Springfield; Wakefield High·, 
School; and Drury High School-.iri : 
North Adams. ;, . 

Youth groups from Boston Latin 
Academy, Roxbury Latin Sclloo1,: 
New Jewish High School of Wal­
tham, and Fontbonne Academv.. in 
Milton were honored with t.l!_el 

with the panelist.s. /Jennings Award for having'" 
. Leonard P. Zakim, executive di- the baniers of race, religion an '­
recto!'." of the AD L of.New England nic backgrounds to come to~ ~ 
and cofounder of The Team Har- ... and make a difference in the'Th/$ 
mony Foundation, called the event of others." ) ! 

The award honors the frien~ 
"the largest interracial gathering in between the late Boston CelticsJ~,.rL 
the country." lK"'"lf 

· Others at the daylong event in- tain Reggie Lewis, who died in ~ 
eluded Red Sox player Mo Vaughn, at age 27, and former Celtics ~is­
the musical grOUJ)S Blessed Union of tant coach Jon Jennings, who is lov,, 
Souls Voices N' Blue, and the Law- a White House Fellow. The T-eaip 
rence' Girls-Ensemble Harmony concept grew out oflth't 

Five studel_lt •~ received the 
I 

friendship, Zakim said. ,) : 
1997 Fleet Banlc Team Hannony 



i• . -.. , "GLOBESTAFFl'tiOTO/DAVIDLRYAN 

f;laude Paul, one of 30 panelists ai, the Team H arrrwny gai,hering of students from throughout New England 
~lebrai,ing diversity and tolerance, joked with Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday ai, the FleetCenwr. B2. 
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Jlillary urges teens: 

Fight racism 

WORDS TO LIVE BY: First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and a group of students take the 
Team Harmony pledge during yesterday's youth rally at the AeetCenter. 



By ST ACEY URICH 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton jomed 
more than 10,000 Leen!- ye:-:terday and ctis­
cusse<l solution~ for combating discrimi­
nation at the fourth annual Team Harmonv 
youth rally. • 

Clinton fielded questions from 32 students 
from around Massachusetts and offered ad­
\ice as the highlight of the daylong event at 
the FleetCenter. 

"We can learn a lot from each other if we 
respect each other," Clinton said. 

During the hourlong discussion, many stu­
dents admitted they were unaware of ra­
cism's reach until it invaded their lives in 
the form of other children's comments. 

Amy, a Sharon student, was at a school 
ooccer game when a group of boys from the 
opposing team's school began taunting her 
because of her Jewish heritage. She told 
Clinton that what troubled her more than 
the boys' insensitivity was the lack of action 
from adults. 

Clinton said she realized how difficult it 
was for teenagers who have adults in their 
lives that don't support all races and reli­
gions, but urged them to keep fighting for 
equality. 

"It has to be a joint effort of younger and 
older people together," she said. 

"I actually think this is one situation 
where you people can be the leaders by 
showing the way." . 

Red Sox star Mo Vaughn, who helped 
raise a tnl>ute flag and Jackie Robinson's 
No. 42 into the rafters of the FleetCenter, 
credited the groundbreaking black player 
for opening doors for today's sports heroes. 

·• I feel that if {Robin.son) can get out there 
and go through all the trials and tnbulations 
... then we as young people can do the same 
thing,'' Vaughn said. 

The idea for Team Harmony came from 
the late Boston Celtics captain Reggie 
Lewis and former Celtics director of basket­
ball development Jon Jennings as a way to 
combat the discrimination and bigotry that 
often lead to violence in Massachusetts 
schools. After Lewis' death, Jennings joined 
Leonard Zakim, executive director of the 
Anti-Defamation League of New England, 

to make Team Harmony an annual Boston 
event. 

"Reggie did not live to see this become a 
reality, but Reggie and I believed that we 
can all make a difference," said Jennings, 
who is now a liaison to President Clinton's 
Initiative on Race. 

The first lady developed an interest in the 

Team Hannony program while researchin 
her book, "It Talces a Village and Othe 
Lessons Children Teach Us." 

She said the program was exactly wh~ 
she and President Clinton were encouragin 
communities to emulate through town mee1 
ings on race relations, the first of which w, 
held last week in Akron, Ohio. 



TEENS PUT HARMONY FIRST 

Charlestown High School senior Claude Paul shares the FleetCenter stage with first lady HiHary Rodham Clinton yesterday at the Team 
Harmony youth rally. More than 10,000 Bay State teenagers gathered to share their stories and hope for combating discrimination in 
the nation. For more on the fourth annual event, see Page 4. ~" -t>vGeotve t.1ar1e11 



Achieving 
unity high 
on youths ' 
ag~nda· 

By STACEY URICH 

Teenagers at yesterday·s 
Team Harmony conference at 
the FleetCenter proved they 
were doing more than just 
talking the talk when it caine 
to fighting hatred in their com­
munities. 

In response to racist, anti­
Semitic and sexist actions they 
have seen in their communi­
ties, many of the teens have 
joined together to organize 
multicultural projects and 
stand up for their fellow stu­
dents. 

"We've started a diversity 
club, and this year we're hav­
ing a 50-minute assembly on 
Dr. Martin Luther King and 
other black leaders and a 
dance, and everyone's invited,'' 
said Chinedu Anidi, 15, of the 
River School in Weston. 

"We have a unity week at 
my school to show different 
backgrounds. We have dances 
for different cultures and play 
different music from ethnic 
backgrounds on the intercom 
between classes," said Kathy 
Sayaphat, 17, of Woonsocket. 
R.I. 

At Braintree High School, 
students organized a dub 
called HEAR - or Help Erase 
American Racism - to combat 
bigotry in their school and 
community. 

"We changed ow· student 
handbook to change the school 
laws about discrimination:· 
said Danielle Domenic. 17. the 
club's vice president. 

Students admitted that thP 
news is not as positive at ever)· 
school. 

But students have taken the 
first small steps toward stop· 
ping discrimination in their 
hallways. 

,, I 
. n our grade , there ':-: 

wi_cked cases of homophobia." 
said Mara Boundy, l-1, of 
Hawthorne Middle School in 
Townsend. 

"~ verybody call!i people 
)esb1ans and stuff. But what 
if they are lesbians? Who 
cares? I tell them to stop it 
and that they :-:hould realh· 
grow up." · 
- Ays1a- Abreu, 15, said ignor-

ance and inseemitY arc usnalh· 
the reasons for discriminatio1i. 
and credited her fellow stu­
dents' diverse makeup as a 
barrier against rdcism at Cam­
bridge Rind ge and l.,n in 
School. 

"There's just so manv rhfft-r• 
ent kids and different cu!tun•,-. 
at my school, that we try nOL tu 
let people put e.tt'h other Jmrn. 
We're like a big famil\' ... :-:hi-
~d. . 

T~KIN~ A ST~D: More than_ 10,~ teenagers pack the AeetCenter to join first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, seated front right, i 
discussing solutions for combating racism at the fourth-atmual :ream Harn'l9n\L4l()uth., rally .yesterday • .. .:. --.:-::.:, . .:. .. _ . ~ pl\ctos by_.Geo<g,! ~•" 



By Lori Ann Neri 
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER 

The Brockton Enterprise 
December 10, 1997 

Jenny O'Meara, an 11th-grader at Plymouth 
North High School, has never been so excited about 
a field trip. 

Today, she is one of 10,000 middle and high 
school students who will gather in Boston to fight 
bigo.try and promote interracial awareness. 

O'Meara, a member of her school's Cultural 
Awareness in Racial Equality (CARE) group, ac­
knowledges that combating discrimination is a dif-
ficult task. · 

"The solution? I don't know if there ever will be 
one," she said Monday. 

But, she added, if there's any way to prevent 
bigotry, it lies in small groups that spur awareness, 
like her own student organization. 

About a dozen schools from southeastern Mas­
sachusetts are participating in today's effort, along 
with public, private and parochial institutions 
across the state. Students from New Hampshire 
_and Rhode Island will also take part in the event, 
which has been dubbed "Team Harmony IV." . 

First lady Hillary Rodhain Clinton, Mo Vaughn 
of the Boston Red Sox, and Sam Gash and Ted 
Johnson of the New England Patriots will join the 
youth. 

Bill Moore, an English teacher at ,North Junior 
High School in Brockton, said the bottom line be­
hind Team Harmony is education. 

"It's through education we have harmony and 
understanding," he said. "It's through ignorance we 
have bigotry.". 

He added that the school has been involved in 
Team Harmony since it began four years ago. Al­
together, 21 of the school's seventh- and eighth­
.graders will attend. 

Teachers are hoping that the students who par­
ticipate in Team Harmony will share what they 
learn with their peers. 

"\¥hen you make them aware, they think twice" 
before telling a racial joke or rattling off an offen­
sive cliche, said Christine Sampson, a special needs 
teacher at Plymouth North High School, which is 
sending 40 students to the event. · 

Frank Carbone, a guidance counselor at Mulca­
hey School in Taunton, agrees. Altogether, 19 stu­
dents from the school are attending. 

"Jokes sometimes cause conflict, without (peo­
ple) realizing it," he said. "A certain minority talk­
ing about it in jest is the start of disharmony." 

Teachers agree that Tham H armony does more 
than create awareness - it encourages students 
they can make a difference in and outside of their 
schools. 

"Since we have this program, I think it's a bet­
ter feeling for everybody," said O'Meara of her 
scnool's CARE group. "I think it's making it easier 
(to prevent discrimination)." 

She said she's eager to relate today's experience 
to her peers: "I really want to tell them about it to 
make them want to be in the group." ~ i'. 

Likewise, Anna Gumabom, an eighth-grade~ 
Mulcahey School in Taunton, can't wait to tallf'~ 
elementary school students in the area about dis~ 
crimination. 

"We're gojng to e~plain to them why it's bad," 

10,000 
stude~ 
rally for 
harmony 
First lady joins area forum 
on· interracial awareness 



she said. 

Anna believes the more stu­
dents talk about the evils of dis­
crimination, the more they can 
prevent it. 

··-Todats af{enqa M-11._include . 
awaro presentations for stu­
dents, faculty, and administra­
tors who have demonstrated 
leadership in combating discrimi­
nation. Interactive discussions 
and dramatic presentations will 
be held to show students how to 
guard · against racism and dis­
crimination. 

Leonard Hull, an eighth-grade 
social studies teacher at the Par• 
ker School in Taunton, said the 
area that will be a real introduc­
tion to · some students is gay 
rights. 

"Gay rights is still one issue 
-~~_school.systems are very.cau­
tious in deaJ.ing with," he said. 

- -Te~:nCHariiiony, .. n.efdat the 
FleetCenter, is an effort brought 
together by the ·Team ·Harmony 
Foundation, ihe tui,ti-pefamation 
League of·New · England, Flee~ 
Bank, and.all five_ofBoston's'pro• 
fessional sports-t-.e~. as well a s 
leading community and ·ousiness 
organizations. 



ByDAN RING 

The Cape Cod Times 
December 10, 1997 

First lady, students 
• • examine racism 

TIMES BOSTON BUREAU 
leaders in showing the way." When confronted with 
racist comments or acts, students should stay calm 
and give the person a chance to apologize, she said. BOSTON - Saying "we ought to be helping each 

other, not hindering each other," Hillary Rodham 
Clinton yesterday urged students to work toward 
ending prejudice and intolerance in society. 

In an event at the FleetCenter sports complex. the 
first lady led a discussion about bigotry among 32 
teenagers on the stage with her. As she listened to 
their stories about encounters with racism, she 
often paused to address the estimated 10,000 mid­
dle and rugh school students in the audience, 
including students from about 10 Cape Cod 
schools. · 

Mrs. Clinton was in Boston to participate in a 
four-hour forum organized by Tham Hannony, an 
initiative launched by Boston-nerathletes three 
years ago to fight racism. 

She told students they must work with their par­
ents and other adults to combat racism. 

"This is a really important point," she said. "As 
important as it is for young people to promote tol­
erance, harmony and respect . . . it has to be a joint 
effort of younger and older people. I actually think 
this is one situation where young people can be the 

"There are still going to be people :who are so 
unhappy inside that they just won't be able to 
accept other people," she said. "We need to render 
them as harmless as possible and not allow them to 
hurt others." 

Mrs. Clinton's message seemed to resonate with 
Cape students. Students from Barnstable. Bourne, 
Dennis, Falmouth, 'Harwich and Yarmouth were 
among those attending the event. 

Michelle Vieira. 14, a student at the Barnstable 
Middle School in Hyannis. said she sometimes 
must tum the other cheek when other kids dispar­
age her because she emigrated from Brazil. 

"Whenever they are mad at me, they tell me to go 
back." said Vieira. while sitting in the balcony with 
about a dozen of her classmates. "Most times, I 
keep it to myself. But if something really bad hap­
pens, rn go to a teacher." 

Vieira said she took comfort in the event at the 
Fleet Center. "It makes me feel ... that there are 
other kids who feel just the way I feel," she said. 

A classmate, Colby Brown, 13, agreed. Brown. 

who is black, said he was disturbed when he found 
racial epithets penned in red on a school desk when 
he was in the sixth grade. 

"It did hurt me in a way," he said. "I did talk to my 
teacher." 

In another section of the FleetCenter, students in 
the Alliance Against Violence and Racism at Barn­
stable High School said they were hoping to bring 
the event's anti-racism message back to the Cape. 

Amanda Hourihan, 17, a junior at the high school, 
said she was grateful that Mrs. Clinton had found 
the time to come to Boston. She said the event was 
more than just a day away from the high school. 

"Stop the violence and the prejudice," Hourihan 
said. "We're going to tiy to take that message out to 
the community." 

"It's a great thing for all these people to get togeth­
er for one cause," added Cory Sinclair, 15, a sopho­
more. "It's good for kids to know there is a way to 
stop racism and we can all make a difference." 

Hilaiy Chamberlain and Jennifer Fulham. both 
16-year-old juniors, said the Team Harmony gather­
ing was inspiring. "It's a positive reinforcement for 
all the things we do all year long," said Fulham. "It's 
encouraging." 



,, There are 
still going to 

be people who 
are so 

unhappy inside 
that they just 
won't be able 

to accept 
other people. 

We need to 
render them as 

harmless as 
possible and 

not allow them 
to hurt 

others.,, 

HILLARY RODHAM 
CLINTON 

with students at 
yesterday's Team 

Harmony forum 

ASSOCtATED PRESS 
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Firsf Lady 'talks about 
prejudice with students 

By DAN RING 
Daily News Boston bureau 

BOSTON - Saying that ,"\Ye 
Jught to be helping each other, not 
1iindering each other,·~ Hillary 
,Rodham Clinton yesterday urged 
:,tudents·to work toward ending 
pre•udice and intolerance in soci-

• g-(y",-

&:lii an event at the ~eet Center 
¥.>'.J.1.5 complex, the First :i;,agy ,led 
ir·candid discussion about bigotry 
~Ith 32 teenagers on the .. stage 
with her. As she listenep. tcdheir 
~tqi:ies about encounter~ ::with 
r.a.~ism, she often . pau!ied to 
adciress the estimated 10,000Jlllid· 
.aie.and. high school s·tudehts~in 
·l:P:~~audience, includi:rig·shi~ent.s 
Jrgµi ab~ut 10 schools on· the 
-Nor:th.Shore. . 

J.'<irs. Clinton was in Boston to 
parlicipate in a four-hour forwn 
~ized by Team Harmony, an 
initiative launcned by Boston­
·area athletes three years ago to 
help students fight racism. 
~· .She told students they must 
·work with their parents and other· 
adults·to combat racism. · -

''.This is a really important 
,point," she said. "As important as 

:~~: ~~!tt}_tt:;;~fJl(:f ~~ ..... ; ;;~: . . . · ASSOOATE.D PRESS PHOTO 

Frrst:}:a.ny,i]lilhµ"y.· Rodham Clinton is surrounded by the 32 
members·: Of·a. 0student panel she led in discussion about 
~cism•during _Team Harmony IV in Boston yesteday. 



it is for young people to promote are realizing they are not so differ- senior at Ipswich High, after Mrs. 
tolerance, harmony and respect ... ent than everybody else." Clinton appeared. "I love her. She 
it has to· be a joint effort of Lulay, who is Jewish, knows is so inspiring." 
younger and older people. I actual- firsthand about the pain that can Adam Stem, 18,-also a senior at 
ly think this is one situation be caused by bigotry. Last year, Ipswich High, said no one should 

-where-·young peoplfl!·a:n be- the vandals drew swastikas on-the · take-racism lightly. 
leaders in showing the way." walls at Peabody High School, "We can learn to get along with 

When confronted with racist causing an uproar in the city. each other and get rid of violence 
comments or acts, students should "It's me this time," Lulay said and racism," Stern said. "We're 
stay calm and give the person a she told fellow students gathered at all equal. We don't need to have 
chance. to apologize, she said. an assembly in the wake of the van- racism and bigotry." 

"There are still going to be _peo- dalism. "Next time, it .might· be -. Mrs. Clinton was joined by pro­
ple.who· are·- so ·unhapp.yJnsi"de--::.".yo\L" •· ... · · ;_ ··.\. · · .. , .... ::._::. 0

:.,, ·fessional athletes like Mo Vaughn 
that. iliey_just won't•-~e.'~~li to .. '. Lulay was.'among·14 st.udents ····Mtlie Red Sox and Sam Gasp of 
accept .other·people/! she'.said.· and three teachers from-Peabody·. the Patriots. Some of the.loudest 
"We.need tp render-them as :tlarm-· .High School attending the' event. cheers, however, came for_mem­
less. as .. poss1ble. and-,not>.allow· . Kelly-Robertie, 17, a senior-at the ber-s of the cast of an MTV pro-
then:£!~ h':1ft~~tJ1ers:'' .... ·:_°;•: ··.:: . :· school, _sai~ it was· ~e~en~1po :_~ · . · :. _ . 

Mts .. C:linton's m·essage·.s~med: .. ,. see.Mi's: Clinton and other j>olitical. ·•.:•1 Mrs. Clinton was conhnumg a 
to resonatemtli·shii:Ient.s~from tlie~· -·1eaders · tackle - the ._piobleni°;:of-:--;:;iu;cussion:started -Jast week in 
Nortli'"Shore~ S.ttidentslfrom·Dan- racism. ' • · . _ . · .. ·· . ·. Akron, Ohio .. by . her husband. 
vers;".Hamiltori.-'Ips\Vich, ,the:Mas:· _. . "It's good to-ifromote· the fad .. . -While President Clinton failed last 
co]!prgg_t~o~al"W.igh'f~sti.~.<?~--~-:•,tp.a~ !t is-9.u~Jher.~t-~~peiye¥cit~~~~~k:;,t.9: .~~~!~ Jr.~ ~-r~ponses 
N.e~~9~.,P~1i%°1Ycan.4;-w.~~;.;rt P~p~e ~ 1~ aoo.~~ it~<l.~ t't..{f9~µ~~~~tuclep~ -atid.:C9mmu­
h~•~f:l"~~°i~1!i<?-se .a~~~~~7-~_cuss 1~; ~t!~:y uLth~re, )~~!:·;t_,~-~;~~!Y.~-~~~<!.~~~~·,•:~S. ·s~~on SUC· 
the:ey..ent..;;; ,,;,.y:' ..::: '· '.:7,·~,Z·~Mw'·"wrong. . .. ' ,: . . . ,,>-' :•a ;'..:C)~~Ji~ded;bY-.sasking some))rOvoca-

Rli.~ii~): l5ii'ay, 1s; a s~1oi:-.af . ' ·:·When · Mrs:: .. Clinton foq1c.':Th<t f ~veJu1i~tions,ofstu,derits. . . 
Peatiody •High School, ·saia the . stage, students at Ipswich High.:.,.;,: Tlie:Clintoris arEHnvolved in a 
eveiifwas.a lot of filn, but it was School joined oth~rs in· a loud·,f-campaign.:to · get Americans .to 
als_o· "edu.cahonal. ' One way .t.~ applause for the Fµ-st_Lady. ·Ab;Out:" -:challenge.and resol'{e ·racial prol:>- I 

reduceWefroris to educate pegple; 15 students from several Ipswich ::·~:1ems .. The· effort is being guided by 
abohtlfs'\iforfiole effects, shesa:ia... schools were·at the-event. .. --' "'7-:~":-~a seven-member advisory board, 

''.It's;unportant to keep .up_.tlie "She's an -incredible . rok- -~bl.ch is .compiling information 
awa.re~ess,"·Luiay ~aid, "feople mode!;" said Kate Taylor, 17_;:·~f;/fora."reportbythepresident 
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Americans will express 
true feelings on race 

By SONY A ROSS 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton says little by little, 
more Americans will express 
their true feelings on race as 
her husband's campaign for ra­
cial reconciliation continues 
working its way through the 
country. 
· . ·In an interview Tuesday, 
Mrs. Clinton compared Presi­
dent Clinton's national dialogue 
to medicine that needs time to 
work. She spoke after her own 
dialogue with Boston-area teen­
agers who e?(:pressed their en­
counters with racism more 
fr,_ankly than did the group that 
spbke with the president last 
week in.Akron, Ohio. 
;::"The first lady said Tuesday's 
iliscussion was blunter because 
~be audience was younger and 
had been talking about racial 
issues long before she met with 
~~m. 

"I think people can get over­
whelmed by the idea of the 
race initiative," Mrs. Clinton 
said. "They need little pieces 
that they feel are doable for 
them." 

She encouraged an emphasis 
on "those little things that can 
create a human connection" be­
tween people of different races. 
Not everyone will attend the 
race discussions, "but everyone 
can make more of an effort," 
she said. 

As the president did at the 
University of Akron, Mrs. 
Clinton focused on attitudes 
among young people. As in Ak­
.ron, there was no real 
divergence of opinion in Bos­
ton. 

"That didn't bother me," 
Mrs. Clinton said. "Telling 
their own stories was a big 
part of educating their peers." 

She asked several questions 
of the 32 teen-agers who joined 
her on stage to get them to say 
how they felt or what they did 



when they encountered racism. 
She asked whether any of them 
had family members who were 
prejudiced - some indicated 
they did - and if efforts like 
Team H~·mony had changed 
any of their perceptions about 
people of other races and eth-
nicities. I 

The discussion was part of ! 
an annual anti-racism rally of 
Team Harmony, an initiative 
begun by Boston-area profes­
siona l sports teams in 1994 to 
help middle- and high-schoolers 
combat bigotry. 

But mostly, Mrs. Clinton 
listened to students like 
Tonderai Tabaziba, who said 
she was confused by 
stereotypes, and Amy Coran, 
who recounted a n anti-Semitic 
joke that someone shouted at 
her soccer game one day. 

"Why do you think young 
people say things like that? 
What's going on in their 
beads?" Mrs. Clinton asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy 
-lieep in the upper-level seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

Mrs. Clinton continues her 
travels today, speaking at the 
United Nations to open its 
yearlong celebration of the 
signing of the declaration of 
human rights. 

In Boston Tuesday, one stu­
dent asked her whether she 
thought .affirmative action had 
helped or hurt American race 
relations. She replied that it 
had done both, by uplifting 
poor minorities and by being 
"misconstrued and misunder­
stood and used in a negative 
way." 

:since canaor was con­
tagious, the first lady told of 
her own brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old 
and on the -soccer team. It was 
very cold, so she tried to make 
small talk about the weather 
with the goalie, who replied, "I 
don' t care if you're cold. I wish 
people like you would freeze.'" 

"I said, 'How can you hate 
people like us? You don't even 
know us,"' Mrs. Clinton 
recalled. "She said, 'I don't 
have to know you to know I 
hate you.' And I've never 
forgotten thaL" 

Hers wasn't a racial inci­
dent, Mrs. Clinton said. The 
goalie was of Eastern Euro­
pean descent, and she consider-

~ ed Hillary Rodham a "rich, 
· WASP-y type." Those kinds of 

"non-black-white" tensions also 
need to be addressed, for they 

I are a larger problem than 
many believe, Mrs. Clinton 
said. 

"The black-white issue has 
to be the focus because it's the 
unfinished business of Amer­
ica," she said. "But I think we 
can help people understand it 
better if they see it as part of 
the overall dilemma of bigotry 

1 
and prejudice that we have to 
contend with." 

BOSTON - First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is surrounded by 32 members of 
a student panel she lead in discussion about racism, during Team Harmony IV 
in Boston. Team Harmony IV gathered together 10,000 high school and middle 
school students to talk about racism with sports stars and celebrities. (AP) 
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'Standing up . 
against O!~~~~ 

. . . ,. - •, ... . 
... ; • --...:-· 

10,000 students rally ag?ir\st 
bi§otry at-~Qston's Fl.e,e~ Ge'nter 
By Mia Taylor· 
STAFF WRITER 

House's· most notable occupants 
was on han·d yesterday to recog-
n i 1.e that success. . 

HOSTON - T~1e battle against . The highlightofthestar-studded 
racism is a driu11ting struggle, ac- day, whichdncluded ·. speeches 
cording-to 16-year-old Yvette Her- from Red.:Sox MVP Mo Vaughn 
nal'1dez. and fonner 7 Boston · Bruin Cam 

"All :you,.can do_ is try, but ifs :-;reeley, .-1,·as . a keynote- address 
hardto;sti>p'.'vhat's going on," said· about ··figtiting .racism :from first 
the' V{estwooa High ·school stu- ladyHillaryRodham.Clinton. 
dent,..on.hc.r way out of the.Team- · For nearly.an hour,.Mts. Clinton 
Haf)'llOf!Y pt r~l!:(. ag!l.in~_t discrif!!t ;:'. ~J! o~g~_'!YJ~ ~ 1.~~.~-~ _up of 
nation 111 Bo~ton's Fleet Center, students and led a discussion dur­
"Last year a word was written on ing--\,vhich;,sl1e offered details. of 
the .·,vall if .th,~ .. ~~tht:<!Oinc.·.!at:t-:lre(9,;vtt~~rs with ~cism 
school) that mmorities:d1dn't· hke '- and _;_qtfestfoned ~e- audience 
at all. It ,vas very discouraging." about their experiences. 

Ycsterday's·day.-long Team Har- Mrs. Clinton said she grew up in 
mony rally was airi1ed at giving '. an ·a11: w.hite suburb of Chicago, 
Hernandez, and thousands of went td-aiic1ll white school and.an 
youtl1s like her, ·the tools to fight all 'white ·church . . Qne: of the first 
racially-charged situations in the lady's ear.}iest interracial encoun­
future. ters came-when-a-minister at her 

Attended by approximately chtirclr -bJ:oilght·?-Mrs. · .Clinton's 
10,000 students from throughout youth grciup:into'!;;hi_<:'ago to meet 
New England - ,including dozens with an·Afr~afi-rurterican church 
from Wesf.vood;Dedham, and ot~- grou~,i~t~Y.i · .. > ._ . 
er local towns:-. T~am tt:armony 1s • From.tn}i~i<~pen~"Mrs. Chn­
in its fourth· year. 'Billed as the ton said she*lea·med that stereo­
largest interracial gathering of types work both ways, and that the 
youth dedicated to combating big- black people she met . then had 
otry, Team Harmony has become a preconceived .notions. about what 
national model for empowering she would be like too. 
teens to deal with discrimination "It's an ongoing process," Mrs. 
and bigot1y. Clinton said of breaking down ra-

Recently the program · was cial bariiers.·"It'~ a"constanteffort 
named on the White House's Web tokeeptalkingto:~~h9therabout 
site as one of the top ten anti~is- how we can get al orig 6etter. I wish 
crimination success stories in the when I was growingJJ.P in my big, 
country. And one of the White · 
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First lady Hiflary Rodhamt~linton.leads students in a pledge to fight against racism at yesterday's Team Harmony IV, 
which was attended by about 10,000 students In Boston's Fleet Center. 

Taking a starid against racism 
RACISM, From page 1 
all white high school, we had a 
Team Harmony." · . 

A constantly shliling Mrs. Clin­
ton listened attentively as students 
spoke one:on-one with her, retell­
ing their own encounters with rac-

'This is one situation 
where young people can · 
be the leaders in showing 
the way.' 

ism. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
One teen-ager from Boston Latin FIRST LADY 

High School brought a broad smile 
to Mrs. Clinton's face when she 
stood up to thank the first lady for tivc tl1inking about each other," 
beingarolemodelforallwomen. she added. "The debate about af-

"I just want to thank you as a tirmative action is a little off. We 
woman and as a role model, for ex- should do everything possible to 
pressing that we can be seen and make every school a success so ev­
we can be heard," said thestudenl ery student can go off to college 

Mrs. Clinton responded that it is and make sure as a society we are 
time to get rid of the· notion that affirmatively helping everybody." 
both men and women can not pur- Before -leaving, the first lady 
suetheirdreams. challenged the student audience 

Another student asked Mrs. Clin- with several questions of her own. 
ton how she thinks affirmative ac- She asked the crowd: "How do 
tion has affected attitudes toward we keep our society going, so that 
race. everybody feels they can make 

"I think it has helped because it their contribution?" 
has allowed many people to prove A thunderous round of applause 
themselves," said the first lady. "I eruP.ted when Mrs. Clinton asked: 
think it has hurt when·itfs used in ''H'ci,v many of you believe if we 
a negative way." could get more programs like this, 

"I believe the most important we could change the future?" and 
tbing we ~an do is to have affirma-. "How many' of you would like to 

, make sure that every adult in your 

life will join you in trying to make a 
difference?" 

"I actually think this is one situa­
tion where young people can be 
the leaders in showing the way," 
Mrs. Clinton said · of .the fight 
against racism. "All of you can 
change attitudes not only among 
your classmates and your peers 
but also among adults as well." 

Ma-ny Westwood students were 
divided about whether racism is a 
problem in theirliometown. 

David Abramson, 16, described 
the cafeteria at Westwood High 
School as a "segregated" place. 

"If you walk into the cafeteria, 
people of color are in one comer 
and everybody who does not agree 
with the nonns in Westwood is in 
that corner," said Abramson. 

I<atherine Cote I es, 16, said West­
wood is an accepting place. 

"I never hear anyone talking 
about racial problems," said 
Coteles. · 

Sixteen-year-old Westwood stu­
dent Douglas m~trel said he 
learned yesterday that you 
shouldn't judge people by the way 
the look He said if and when rac­
ism ·does become a problem in his 
life, he now feels prepared. 
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First lady, 
local youth tackle racism 

. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton looks to a sea of 10,000 school 
children in Boston Tuesday during Team Harmony IV, a forum to 
discuss racism. 



THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BOSTON - The matter-of­
fact tone in Amy Goran's voice 
belied the pain she felt that day 
when someone at her soccer 
game shouted the joke she re­
counted Tuesday to first lady 
Hilla ry Rod.ham Clinton. 

''There were these four boys 
... Then one said, 'What's the dif­
ference between a Jew and a 
pizza? A pizza doesn't scream in 
the oven,'" Amy said, as sighs of 
shock rippled among the thou­
sands of teen-agers listening in 
FleetCenter sports arena. 

"Why do you think young peo­
ple say things like that? What's 
going on in their heads?" Clinton 
asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy 
deep in the upper-level seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

So it went for an hour as 
Clinton engaged Boston-area 
youth in a discussion about bigot­
ries far older than any of them. It 
was the type of candor that Pres­
ident Clinton sought - but didn't 
get - when he kicked off his na­
tional dialogue on race in Akron, 
Ohio, last week. 

"Team Harmony IV," as the 
forum was dubbed, included stu­
dents from about a dozen Brock­
ton area school districts, includ­
ing Plymouth, Brockton and 
Taunton. 

In an interview, Clinton said 
the responses in Akron were 
probably. less forthcoming be­
cause "people feel overwhelmed 
by the race initiative." She sug­
gested that there be a focus on 
"those little things that create 

human connections." 
"I felt so stunned," said 

Claudy Paul, a senior at a mos~ly 
white high school, who told Clin­
ton a schoolmate used a racial 
slur one day as he boarded a 
school bus. 

"Did you ever try to sit down 
and talk with that young man?" 
Clinton asked. 

"Yes I did," Claudy replied. 
"He said, Tm sorry,' and 'some of 
my best friends are black.' My 
mom was telling me how racist 
the school was. I did not want to 
believe her. Then that happened 
tome." 

One student asked Clinton 
whether she thought affirmative 
action had helped or hurt Ameri­
can race relations. She replied 
that it had done both, by uplift­
ing poor minorities and by being 
"misconstrued and misunder­
stood and used in a negative 
way." 

Since candor was contagious, 
the first lady told of her own 
brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old 
and she, too, was on the soccer 
team. It was very cold, so she 
tried to make small talk about 
the weather with the goalie, who 
replied, "I don't care if you're 
cold. I wish people like you would 
freeze'." 

"I said 'How can you bate 
people lik~ us? You don't even 
know us," Clinton recalled. "She 
said, 'I don't have to know you to 
know I hate you.' And fve never 
forgotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, 
Clinton said. The goalie was of 
Eastern European descent and 

she considered the then-Hillary 
Rodham as a "rich, Waspy type." 
Those kinds of "non-black-white" 
tensions also need to be ad­
dressed, she said. 

"People overlook the impor­
tance of forcing this convers_a­
tion," she said. ''The black-white 

issue has to be the focus because 
it's the unfinished business of 
America. But I think we can he~p 
people understand it better if 
they see it as part of the o~er'.1ll 
dilemma of bigotry and preJud1ce 
that we have to contend with." 

Tuesday's dialogue was part 
of an annual event by Team Har­
mony, an initiativ~ begun by 
Boston-area professional sports 
teams in 1994. 
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Area students react 
to first lady's visit 
BY JOHN PIKE 
NEWS STAFF WRITER 

In the vernacular so common 
among today's youths, the 
words, "it was really neat," was 
used by six different local stu­
dents to describe their reaction to 
seeing first lady Hillary Clinton 
speak at the Fleet Center in 
Boston Tuesday. 

For those of us too old to 
know the definition of the word 
(I had to look it up), the slang 
definition of neat means won­
derful or terrific. 

Several students from Over­
look Middle School and Oak­
mont Regional High School, 
both of Ashburnham, and Mon- · 
tachusett Regional Vocational 
Technical School of Fitchburg 
attended Team Harmony, an 
interracial gathering of 10,000 
youths dedicated to combating 
bigotry and promoting respect. 

"Hillary Clinton knows what 
we are going through as teen­
agers," said Haley Sanborn an 
eighth-grade Overlook student, 
and one of the few who did not 
use the work neat .. "She knows 
what we can do to stop prejudice. 
I had a good time." 

After several speakers, includ­
ing Leonard Zcµcim of the Anti­
Defamation League, Clinton led 
a group discussion among youths 
about the first time in their lives 
they experienced racial preju­
dice. 

They talked about the way it 
made them feel and ways to deal 
with their emotions and the per­
son that insulted them. 

"Hillary Clinton 
knows what we are 

going through. " 

-Haley Sanborn 

Clinton urged the youths to 
discuss their racial feelings at 
home and school. 

Team Harmony is part of a 
larger effort by President Bill 
Clinton to help end racial preju­
dice through the President's Ini­
tiative on Race. 

Juliet O'Brien, an eighth­
grade science teacher at Over­
look,· said the Ashburnham dele­
gation of about 35 students was 
composed of student leaders 
picked by the faculty, who will 
take what they learned from 
Team Harmony and use it to 
have an effect on other students. 

"We think they will bring back 
something. If the student leaders 
speak out, we hope the others 
will follow. It is a snowball 
effect." 

At the junior high school age, 
the students tend to be more 
cruel, said O 'Brien. 

Oakmont in late March will 
hold a Team Harmony week. 
Various speakers will come to 
talk about tolerance, and the 
classes will teach about different 
cultures. 

Adam ·Bell, a 10th-grade stu­
dent at Oakmont, said, "The high 
school is really closed-minded, 
maybe Team Harmony will help 
things out a little bit." 
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First Lady talk.s about 
prejudice with students 

B.v UAN R, , , G 
· •~!:P.\'a:: ~r-ws Service 

ROSTON - Saying that "we 
•mght to be helping each other, not 
h inclcring each other," Hillary 
Roclham Clinton yesterday urged 
';tudents to work toward ending 
:irejudice and intolerance in society. 

In an event at the Fleet Center 
sports complex, the First Lady led 
a ~andid discussion about bigotry 
with 32 teenagers on the stage with 
her. As she listened to their stories 
about encounters with racism. she 
often paused to address the esti­
mated 10,000 middle and high 
school students in the audience, 
including students from about 10 
schools on the North Shore. 

Clinton was in Boston to partici­
p~te in a four-hour forum orga­
nized by.Team Harmony, an initia­
tive launcheaoy Boston-area ath­
letes three years ago to help stu­
dents fight racism . 
. s~ told students they must 

work with their parents ancf other 
adults to combat racism. 

"This is a really important 
point," she said. "As important as 
it is for young people to promote 
tolerance, harmony and respect ... 
it has to l;>e a joint effort of younger 
and older people. I actually think 
this is one situation where young 



people can be the leaders in show­
ing the way." 

When confronted with racist 
comments or acts, students should 
s tay calm and give the person a 
chance to apologize, she said. 

"There are still going to be peo­
ple who are so unhappy inside that 
they just won't be able to accept 
other people," she said. "We need 
to render them as hannless as pos­
s ible and not allow them to hurt 
others." 

Clinton's message seemed to res­
onate with students from the 
North Shore. Students from Dan­
vers, Hamilton, Ipswich, the Mas­
conomet Regional High School, 
Peabody and Wenham were among 
those attending the event 

Rachel Lulay, 16, a senior at 
Peabody High School, said the 
event was a lot of fun, but it was 
also educational. One way to 
reduce racism is to educate people 
about its horrible effects, she said. 

"It's important to keep up the 
awareness," Lulay said. "People 
are realizing they are not so differ­
ent than everybody else." 

Lulay, who is Jewish, knows 
firsthand about the pain that can 
be caused by bigotry. Last year, 
vandals drew swastikas on the 
walls at Peabody High School, 
causing an uproar in the city. 

"It's me this time," Lulay said 
she told fellow students gathered at 
an assembly in the wake of the 
vandalism. "Next time, it might be 
you." 

Lulay was among 14 students and 
three teachers from Peabody High 
School attending the event. Kelly 
Robertie, 17, a senior at the school, 
said it was heartening to see 
Clinton and ether political leaders 
tackle the problem of racism. 

"It's good to promote the fact 
that it is out there," Robertie said. 
"People can learn about it and dis­
cuss it. It's out there, but it's 
wrong." 

When Clinton took the stage, stu­
dents at Ipswich High School 
joined others in a loud applause for 
the First Lady. About 15 students 
from several Ipswich schools were 
at the event. 

"She's an incredible role mocl~l," 
said Kate Taylor, 17, a senior at 
Ipswich High, after Clinton ap­
peared. "I love her. She is so inspir­
ing." 

Adam Stern, 18, also a senior at 
Ipswich High, said no one should 
take racism lightly. 

"We can learn to get along with 
each other and get rid of violence 
and racism," Stern said. "We're all 
equal. We don't need to have 
racism and bigotry." 

Clinton was joined by profes­
sional athletes like Mo Vaughn of 
the Red Sox and Sam Gash of the 
Patriots. Some of the loudest 
cheers, however, came for mem­
bers of the cast of MTV's "Real 
World." 

Clinton was continuing a discus­
sion started last week in Akron, 
Ohio by her husband. While 
President Clinton failed last week 
to elicit frank responses from col­
lege students and community lead­
ers, Clinton succeeded by asking 
some provocative questions of stu­
dents. 

The Clintons are involved in a 
campaign to get Americans to chal­
lenge and resolve racial problems. 
The effort is being guided by a 
seven-member advisory board, 
which is compiling information for 
a report by the president 
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First_ l·ad-y, Bay State teens 

talk.-~1-.bout racism 

Associ~ted P4-ess ..,.iverwhelmed by the race 
,., . initiative." -She suggested. that 

BOSTON ·!; Hillarv Rod.ham there be a focus on "those little 
. ~""' .Qinto.n' engaged Boston-area things that · create human 

youth, as well as students from connections." 
Fall River, in a discussion abo,ut "I felt so stunned," said Claudy 
bigotries far older--than any"o( i>aur: a senior at a majority 
them · Tuesday · at : the white high school, who told Mrs. 
FleetCeriter ';:, ·, · Clintoi;i a schoolmale used ~ 

Wli½~:(?,~oit~:ttoll?- ,racial ·slur one day,as he.boai:11~ · 
the teensrm'}ltt.enruµice~~e , a school bus. .> :-';' • 
type ?f pan~op~~1:P!Jl~~~~ · ;_, :io.f4 you ever try.~o s~t down 
Clinto~ ~~ght - bu't~AA'1i'~t ,:an~ ~ ~th that~Q~_g-~?'" 
- whe.n ·,he kicked ·'off1iii-s Mri.. Cfintonasked, · · .,· · .:-'.. 
n~.t_i~~~i.dJilo.~!t <>~. r~~e: i~~-, .. <~~s I di<!-.'-' d3:t:idy,/~pij~<!{ 
Akrolli,OP.io ~t.\'feek. ~_·;.:•~h•.., · "lie said l'm,sorry ':and sonie-'of-

. u(' ari'. 'int~evr,Mdf'.cfmfoii my best' friends ~e-:.hfaik\ ltY~ 
said the' responses -in-:Ait~ri m"cim w~· telling ni~bo~~'asf 
w~re probably-l~:fortp_co~ the school ~- I did:~ot;w~t,tg, 
becau~~ ".peopJ~ feel, believe her. Then that.ljap~~~. 

/ 

tome." 
One student asked Mrs. 

Clinton whether she thought 
affirmative action had helped or 
hurt American race relations. 
She ·replied that it had done 
both, by uplifting poor 
minorities ·and by being 
".misconst_r.ued · and 
.misunAerstocid and-.used in a 
iiet.ittve' way\,.,.. · 
. .- s,-n~-,caI}dOr ~5:S,!..OI\tagi.OUS, 
:tpeJ~O~dY."-.t.ol.d~l'.;.ner. own 
-~l<>n lYitit'pre~~ai&{ . -· 
~~rivi ~ - .- I tt;'" ~.•' \ iS -e:-:was·:ab u :13~ ;u.'s old : ~ .... • ~,:-~•··· ··•. ( • ... -t~}f.e,t•.; 
~t~e'~;;~ .. w~~~~:~!?CCer 
,.'t.e'gij:,lt ,w'as'l'_ve...V:c~a.~so -she 
'~1•,,.,-.1,· ·•·:.,;'>, ··"t~1 ;f~--t J t •"' ,:':¼.,~o. m'"'e,snt....,. . . . (lOU 
:~e)weath.'er with~- ·e: who 

' ' - • • -=:-,'<•.:;.:..,_._; "'.>'-;'-~~-Photo 

l:lillll'-Y,R~a1n.7Clmt~~is~un'ollnaed i>y.si".flie.;-rii~IJ~t':a"iifudent 
~l~e·te~~~ di(cuss•~cistn in'Boston "T:uesday.1 ·~ - . 



Tai~: •Fi-rst lady, teens discuss racism . 
replied, "I don't care if you're 
cold. I wish people like you would 
freeze." • 

"I said, liow can you hate 
people like us? You don't even 
know us," Mrs. Clinton recalled. 
"She said, l don't have to know 
you to know I hate you.' And I've 
never forgotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, 
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was 
of Eastern European descent, and 
she considered the then-Hillary 
Rodham as a "rich, Waspy type." 
Those kinds of "non-black-white" 
tensions also need to be 
addressed, for they are a larger 

problem than many believe, Mrs. 
Clinton said. 

"People overlook the 
importance of forcing this 
conversation," she said. "The 
black-white issue has to be the 
focus because it's the unfinished 
business of America. But I think 
we can help people understand it 
better if they see it as part or the 
overall dilemma of bigotry and 
prejudice that we have to contend 
with." 

Tuesday's dialogue was part of 
an annual event by Team 
Harmony, an initiative begun by 
Boston-area professional sports 

teams in 1994 to help middle- and 
high-schoolers combat bigotry. 

Mrs. Clinton joined 
professional athletes, local bands 
and the cast of an MTV program 
before 10,000 eighth· through 
11th-graders. The three-hour 
program also was broadcast live 
over New England Cable News. 

The first lady told the children 
that the best way to handle racist 
behavior is to refuse to respond. 
"It doesn't always work to stand 
there and yell and trade insults," 
she said. "There are still going to 
be people who are so unhappy 
inside ... that they won't be able 

to accept other people," she said. 
"We need to make that number as 
small as possible, and then 
surround those people with our 
own respect and love, so they are 
rendered as harmless as 
possible." 

As the president did in leading 
his discussion in Akron, Mrs. 
Clinton focused on attitudes 
among young people. As in 
Clinton's dialogue, there was no 
real divergence of opinion here. 

"That didn't bother me," Mrs. 
Clinton said. "Telling their own 
stories was a big part of 
educating their peers." 
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Mrs. Clinton talks 
with local students 
at Boston rally 

By Jennifer Kovalich 
NIEWSSTAFFVIRllER 

B 
OSTON - Michael Hur-
witz was in fifth grade 
when he firslfelldis­
crimination, lhe Fram-

ingham High School freshman 
told first lady HiJlary Rod ham 
Clinton yesterday. 

"Kids wrote swastikas on the 
bathr.oom walls,''. Hunviti_sald._ 

Upset by lhe incident, he told 
the school's principal, who called 
an assembly. The discrimination 
continued for a "few weeks," 

• Hurwitz recalled, then it died 
· down. 

Hunvitz's anecdote was just 
one Mrs. Clinton heard about dis­
crimination, racism and sexism 
yesterday at the FleetCenler in 
Boston. 

The firsllady joined about 
10.000 New England students at 
the fourth annual Team Harmony 
1:afly. MetroWestsEfiools that par­
tici1)ated in the event included 
Framingham, Hudson, Marlbor­
ough, Maynard, Franklin, Natick, 
Acton-Boxborough and Newton. 

"Breaking down barriers and 
changing hearts and minds is the 
most important work we need to 
do in our country and our world," 
Mrs. Clinton told lhe energetic 
audience. 

The event is designed to raise 
awareness ofbigotry, racism and 
discrimination in society and en­
courage students to change atti­
tudes. 

Team Harmony was a vision of 
late Celtic great Reggie Lewis 
and organized by his friend.Jon 
Jennings, and Leonard Zakim, 
executive directoroflheAnti-

. Defamation League of New Eng-

land. 
Mrs. Clinton waved enthusias­

tically to the cheering crowd as 
she settled herself on the stage 
and co:1ducted a talk-show style 
discussion with students about 
the issues. 

"We can learn a lot from each 
other and respect for each other," 
she said. 

"It doesn't 
mean we have 
to like every­
body. There 
area lot of 
people I don't 
like," she 
said, eliciting 
laughter from 
the crowd. 

Students 
Hurwitz 

told Mrs. Clin­
ton about experiences of racist 
jokes, racial slurs and gay-bash­
ing. She in turn asked students 
how they handled the situations, 
relayed some of her personal ex­
periences and urged the youths to 
action. 

"Younger and older people 
need to take a stand," she said. "I 
think it is where young people 
can be leaders." 

Franklin Tri-County Regional 
Vocational School student Derek 
Payton said the first lady's ap-

. pearance at Team Harmony car­
ried a lotofweight 

"I think it's really great she's 
shown a strong interest," he said. 
Mrs. Clinton wrote about Team 
Harmony in her 1995 best-seller, 
"It Takes a Village and Other Les­
sons Children Teach Us." 

Payton said the rally gave him a 
feeling lhat if people do work to­
gether, change can occur. 
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First lady Hillary Clinton waves to the audience as she arrives at Boston's FleetCenter yesterday for Team Harmony IV, a rally against 
discrimination for high schoolers. 
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First Lady HH,lary Clinton delivers the keynote speech during 
yesterday'~eam Harmony IV rally at the FleetCenter. 

That message was reiterated to 
students throughout the day from 
various celebrities, including 
Red Sox slugger Mo Vaughn, re­
cording artists Bless id Union of 
Souls, former Bruins great Cam 
Neely, Patriots fullback Sam 
Gash, Celtics center Pervis El­
lison, MTV's Real World cast and 
Boston Marathoners Dick and 
RickHoyt 

"We're all the same no matter 
what color we are or where we 
come from," Vaughn said. "No 
one person is any better than an­
other, and we all need to under­
stand that" 

Mer Vaughn spoke, a banner 
with the Team Harmony logo and 
a jersey sporting Jackie Robin­
son's number 4l were raised to 
the rafters. Robinson broke the 
baseball color barrier 50 years 
ago. 

While Team Harmony gar­
nered positive reviews by many 
teachers and students, Hudson 

High School senior Diana Fer­
nandes expressed some reserva­
tions. 

"We could have this everyday," 
Fernandes said. "I want to know 
who's going to walk outofhere 
and do something." 

Fernandes :.aid even as the 
event progressed, some students 
sitting behind her poked fun at a 
young man who told Mrs. Clinton 
about how he was harassed after 

· making the cheerleading squad 
in Lowell. 

"If they're thinking that right 
behind me, how many others may 
be thinking the same thing?" Fer-
11c111des said. She said she tried to 
get the stud en ts to see the situa­
tion in a different light 

Overall, many school represen­
tatives said the event does give 
students something to think 
about 

Some share the lessons with 
their peers, while others use 
them in cultural clubs to open 
eyes to differences. 
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1,-eens 
rally 
against 
hate 
By Robin Montville 
ST AfF WRITER_-. 

While many of their class~ 
mates were'bome sleeping on a 
day off from St. Jude's School · ·· 
in Waltham yesterday, 14pf :- -o.:. 
Carol Lewenberg'seighth-
grade stud er ts got up early to 
joi nlhousands of others and 
take a stand againsthatred and 2:-:i 

· . disc"rimination. . .. , : .,-~ ,-:: . 
- The importance ofth'esfu: • >. - ·. · . 

... _dents' crusade was apparent · 
simplywitha1oo)cat-tli~e~f-~,- : __ 
list of the fourth ani1i.ial Team 
Harmony Event. Tlie keynote I ·• . · - · .'srAi=F PHotb'iriKENM~GH 
speaker was FirstI...ad:t~illary 
TEAM HARMONY, see page 1'&-

First Lady HIiiary Ropham Clinton with area students at yesterday's Team 
Harmony event. · 



Teens sound call for harmony 
TEAM HARMONY, from page 1 

Rodham Clinton. 
More than 10,000 students met at 

the FleetCenter to discuss prob­
lems like the one Lewenberg's 
class faced recently. 

"There was an incident recently 
at our school with racial slurs," 
said . Lewenberg. "There was 
someone who thought it was OK, 
pretty much OK, to use racial 
slurs." 

The students confronted their 
classmate and deciaed attending 
Team Harmony, would be a good 
learning experience for everyone 
who chose to attend. ln less than a 
week, the students were sitting in 
the audience while a parade of fa­
mous faces spoke against hatred. 

Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn, New 
England Patriots Sam Gash and 
Ted Johnson, former Boston Bruin 
Cam Neely and some of the mem­
bers of J\'lTV's "Real World" Bos­
ton cast attended the rally. 

"It's all about discrimination. It's 
all about bigotry. It's all about rac­
ism," said Vaughn. " ... Try to go out 
there and be a better person." 

cotypes c1nd prejudice exist. 
Clinton said she became aware 

or the e!Torts of Team Harmony 
when she was writing her book, "It 
Takes a Village". Programs like 
Team Harmony, she said, work to­
ward ''changing attitudes and 
breaking down barriers." 

"You are really standing up for 
what is best for America," said 
Clinton." ... You've learned we can 
learn a lot from each other." 

The idea for Team Harmony de­
veloped from a· friendship be­
tween former Boston Celtics' Di­
rector of Basketball Development 
and current White House Fellow, 
Jon Jennings and former Boston 
Celtics' captain Reggie Lewis who 
wanted to organize an event for 
youth which would promote un­
derstanding of differences. 

"Having an event like Team Har­
mony allows kids to come together 
into an event and see 11,000 peo­
ple together, it really gives them a 
sense of power," said Jennings. 

After Lewis' death, Jennings 

Vaughn spoke of baseball legend 
Jackie Robinson, who paved the 
way for professional black ath­
letes. Vaughn helped students 
raise a Team Harmony flag with 
Hobinson·s uniform number 42 in 
hope, ·"nobody forgets what it ·· 
stands for." Hugging the children 
and slapping them high five, 
Vaughn, like manyofthespeakers, 
lefl.a lasting impression. 

'What I liked best was Hillary 
Clinton," said St Jude student Sta­
c:cv Bernadcau. "I liked her best 
be.cause she was on the spot and 
kids could ask her any questions 
they' wanted. I thought that was . 
1·c1y brave of her." 

Clinton sat on stage surrounded 
by a large group of students who 
told stories of their first-hand ex­
periences with discrimination. 

Relaying incidents of discrimi­
nation, o!T-color jokes and racial 
slurs, students made it clear preju­
dice still exists. 

One Newton North High School 
student told Clinton about travel­
ing with her family to a college in 
New York where she encountered 

Iler first experience with preju­
dice when someone said to her sis­
ter, who ll'as wearing a Star of Da-
1·id, ··Whate1·er, you're just some 
little rich Jewish girl." 

joined forces with Leonard Zakim, 
executive director.of the Anti-Def­
amation League of New England 
and the League's national anti­
bias program, the A World of Dif­
ference Institute. Using a format 
which encompasses entertain­
ment, education and inspiration, 
the organizers strive to create a 
"team effort to overcome bigotry." 

Participants hope the discussion 
started through Team Harmony 
will continue. 

Students from eight Newton 
schools c:nd four Waltham schools 
attended. 

Lewenberg's students look for­
ward to bringing back the lessons 
they learned at Team Harmony to 
St.Jude. 

"We'll bring back our words,'' 
said Bernadeau. "And we'll rec­
ommend the next group goes next 
year." 

The students said they learned 
there were more people discrimi­
nated than they thought 

"I learned everybody's equal," 
said St Jude studentJamesJoyce. 

The high school student who 
grew up in a community "where 
most of the people are Jewish," 
said'the incident taught her ster-

STAFF PHOTO BY KEN McGAGH 

Barbara Doucette, a health teacher at the Kennedy Middle School, holds up a 
sign so her students can find her in the crowd. 
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'Real World' 
cast turns 
on teens 

BOSTON - She is an accom• 
plished attorney, an author, a famous 
mother and the first lady of the 
United States. 

But to the thousands of teenagers 
gathered at the "Teen Harmony" 
human rights rally yesterday, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton was just the open• 
ing act for the cast of MTV's "Real 
World Boston." 

When four of the seven members 
of th.e cast of MTV's real-life drama 
stepped onto the stage yesterday, 
teenagers shrieked and ran blindly 
toward the stage like lemmings. 

It was as though The Beatles had 
come back to the Ed Sullivan Show. 

"I loved seeing the "Real World" 
cast," said Jonathan Terlaje, an 
eighth-grader at Broad Meadows Mid­
dle School Terlaje said the program 
has been one of his favorites this year. 

The "Real World" is a weekly 
,)rogram about a group of people 
from diverse backgrounds who: live 
together in one house. While the 
show is real, it often features dramat• 
ic arguments, passionate love affairs 
and scandalous infidelities. 

Every year a different cast is 
filmed in a different city. 

The "Real World Boston" cast 
wrapped up filming this spring, and 
the final episode aired last Wednes­
day. 

'-'I don't know anything about 
MTV, but the kids were very excited 
about the MTV people," said Barba­
ra Fenby, a Broad Meadows teacher 
who attended the rally. 

Even the cast themselves seemed a 
litle taken back by the crowd's etjiu; 
berance . 

. 'Tm glad you let us back in the 
city," said Montana McGlynn, who ~ 
known for having double-timed her 
long-distance boyfriend during the 
show. "I thought you'd never lef us 
back in the city after the show aired." 

Amy Coran, of Sharon, sits at ~rst 
lady Hillary Clinton's right af the 
FleetCenter in Boston yesterday. 
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· First lady Aand _stud~nts 
discuss diversity, harmony 

By Ann Givens 
The Patriot Ledger. 

BOSTON - When a group of M'ansfield boys 
yelled anti-Semitic slurs at Sharon High School 
ninth-grader Amy Coran and her soccer team­
mates this fall, Amy fought back. 

She told her principal about it and did 
evezything she could to insure such an act of 
bigotry would not happen ~gain. 

Yesterday, Coran learned that one of the most 
powerful women in the country, first lady 
Hillary Rod.ham Clinton, was first mobilized to 
action by an almost identical incident. 

Mrs. Clinton, the (eatured guest at a diversity 
aw8.l'.eness rally in Bo~n called ''Team Hanno­
ny," told of a time when she was preJMged while 
playing soccer in juni~r high schooL 

"I was standing by th_e goal and I mentioned 
to the goalie that I was cold,'.' Clinton said. "She 
said, 'I don't care if it's cold. I wish people like 
you would freeze.' " 

Clinton, who did not say whether the attack 
was motivated by racial or religious prejudice, 
was shocked. · 

"I said, 'Why are you saying that? You don't 
even know me,'" she said. "The girl said, 'I 
don't need to know you to know that I bate 
you.'" . 

Clinton said it was at that moment that she 
realized how much it can hurt·to be prejudged. 

Clinton w~ one of dorens of political figures, 
television . stars, musicians and athletes who 
took part in the fourth annual.Team Harmony 
event at Boston's FleetCenier. 

· Others inclµded Boston Red Sox.Most Valu­
able· r1ayer: ·Mo Vaughn, Women's . National 
Basketball League:high-scorer Sheryl Swoopes 
members of the cast of MTV's Real World 
Boston and the musical group Blessed Union of 
Soqls. 

·The ~vent was attended ·by more-than 10,000 
midclle.and,high school students from about 350 
schools throughout the state, including:schools 
in Hanover, Randolph, Sharon and Quincy. 

The idea.for. the event ori~ted several years 
ago with , then Boston Celtic · captain Reggie 
Lewis and form.er Celtics' Director ofBasketball 
Development and current White House Fellow 
Jon Jennings. After Lewjs' untimely death, 



Sharon High School student Amy Coran talks with Hillary Clinton at the Flee~nter last night 

Jennings joined forces with Leonard 
Zakim, executive director of the 
Anti-Defamation League of. New 
England, and various local organiza­
tions to put the event together. 

Coran was· one of·35 students-who 
was asked to sit on stage with 
Clinton, ask questions and share 
st.ories about overcoming bigotry. 

"I wasn't reallj, ·fhin15ing much at boys who made the slurs. 
all while I was µp there," Coran said. Clinton asked the students on 
"I was too nervous." · . stage to. think ~ut :why the boys 

Coran sat directly to- Clinton's might haye,;xna4e· such ·slurs. 
left, and was the second student to "If .you··:don't .feel good about 
share her.story. , yourself.o:r if you're in with a_group of 

She told in stark detail of ghastly peo,P.leyoti want to impress, suddenly 
jokes the boys at. the soccer. game things might get a little out of hand," 
had told about Jewish people killed Clinton· at last offe.red. '!But how 
in the-Holocaust.. She added that she long ~{>es that make the person who 
does notfeelthat.her community has does 1tfeel·good?" 
done enough in response -to the . ·Clinton praised the work that 
incident. • · Team· Harmony and. various other 

"I wantei:l to tell Hillary Clinton scliool qjversity-awareness groups are 
because no cine else seemed to care," doing:~;--· · · -: · . . . • . 
she. said. "Maybe someone 'from ''B~-down--bamers ·is the 
Mansfield saw me up there and most imci,rtant ·work we· have to do 
thought, 'Hey, maybe this' d6es mat- togetherJn\ t.ius·country: and .in our 
ter.' " ... · , - ; · .· : .' -, .-• __ ;;_ world/' she"~Q.••~.:,, ·~--~::~ . --,-~· ... '. , · 

Mansfield High :$c!i90l::.~ffici$,, ... Barbara Fenby;_s;'teacher at·B_road 
have said that-they~liun'C'he<J:' ' "'"" ,; a ~ ·· ,-Middle:~~~e-: 

. depth"'investigation u;i·:~~ '.was i:,Sressoo by· _Cliiitoii's':unpre: 
the incident, and are in the pi&ess of· sumptuous manner. 
reevaluating their diversity educa- "It was all about who the kids were 
tion programs. ang ·pr.,omoting the kids, not about 

They were not able to identify the her," Fenby said. 

',. 
I wanted to tell Hillary 
Clinton because no one 
else· seemed to care. 

'' - Amy Coran 
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Broad Meadows teens 

bumped from Hub program 

:• By Ann Givens 
~The Patriot Ledger 
.; 

-~ QUINCY - Eighth-graders Sta­
:.cey Smith and Greia Amarra prac­
·:• ticed their speeches for.more than 16 
: hours. 
~ They practiced in front of their 
!;;:English class, after school and at 
~ home with their families. 
!;;; So as the time approached yester­
~Y to deliver .their s~hes on child 
~lavery to an audience . of nearly 
~0,000 people at Boston's Fleet_Cen­
-:~r. the Broad Meadows Middle 
~chool-stµdentswere giddy. 
~ "We're sooooo nervous!" they 
~ealed before the human rights 
.~ally beg~. 
•~ But four hours later, the same two 
~rls loo}ted crestfallen. · · 
r,; The rally, called "Team Harmo­
W!Y," had run behind schedule - and . 
~ne school had gotten bumped off the · 
~ster. It was Broad Meadows. &..;....:,.,;J.__ __ ....:.;;.;.;.;;;.;..;.._ .;.....;;...:,;a 

c.; "I want to acknowledge Broad _ . _ · . 1: ·.: , Fred Fieldfllle Patriot Ledger 

~eadows Middle School," ·said Billy · Broad' Meadows -eighth-graders Greia Amarra, left, and Stacey Smith 
~. the WXKS DJ who emceed the want radio station WXKS to broadcast information about their E-mail 
~v~nt. "But we're not going to haye ca_mpai.gn. . 
~iwe for you. We've got a curfew and 
@!{here's nothing we can do about it." . 
~ Smith and Amarra had plann~ to 

I 
the · audience about the school 

ey raised money to open in Paki­
n in honor of Iqbal Masih, a 

rmer child slave who visited Broad . 
eadows three years ag<?. _Four 
nths after his visit, Iqbal was shot' 
death while riding his bicycle in 
nt of his grandmother's house. ~. 

I 
hey were going to~ ~utan 

mail campaign they are launching 
is spring in support of new interna-

-ca.onal child labor laws. . 
~IY.E-mail .message they receive 

at their address will count as a 
virtual mile walked in a . 3,000-mile 
virtual march against child labor. 
The . address is 
endchlabor@aol.com 

!'We ' just want to make sure the 
laws are written and obeyed," 
Amarra said. .• 

The virtual march will coincide 
with an actual worldwide march by 
adults around the same time to 
support the same laws. 

But the girls never got the chance 
to rive their speeches. 

"They told-us about five minutes 
before we were supposed to go on 
that there wouldn't be time," Smith 
said. "Greia and I didn't really say 
anything." 

The students have decided to take 
action rather than waste time feeling 
sorcy for themselves. 

Smith said she and Amarra are 
going to write to WXKS, a sponsor of 
the event, and ask them to broadcast 
information about the virtual march 
on the radio. 
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Local teen-agers 
hear first lady 
By DAN RING 
Ottaway News Service 

initiative launched by Boston-area 
athletes three years ago to help' 
students fight racism. 

BOSTON - Saying that ''we She told students they must 
ought to be helping each other, not work with their parents and other 
hindering each other," Hillary adults to combat racism. 
Rodham Clinton yesterday urged "This is a really important 
students to work toward ending point," she said. "As important as 
prejudice and intolerance in so- it is for young people to promote 
ciety. tolerance, harmony and respect ... 

The First Lady led a candid dis- it has to be a joint effort of younger 
cussion about bigotry with 32 teen- and older people. I actually think 
agers on the stage with her at the this is one situation where young 
FleetCenter sports complex. As people can be the leaders in 
she listened to their stories about showing the way." 
encounters with racism, she often When confronted with racist 
paused to address the estimated comments-or acts, students should 
10,000 middle and hlgh school stu- stay.calm and give the person a 
dents in the audience,· including chance to apologize, she said 
studentsi'rom-about 10 schools on "Th.ere ·are still going to be 
the North Shore. people who are so unhappy inside 

Mrs.~Clinton was in Boston to that they just won't be able to ac­
partj.~te in a four-hour forum cept othez:.people," ihe said. "We 
o_rganized• by Team .!_i~~Y, an-. _ · :_:··: _- flRST ~Y, page A10 

. --- .··-· ···--- ···-~ 
First Lady HIiiary 
Rodham Clinton 
talks with about 
10,000 New 
England school 
students d·urlng 
Team Harmony IV 
In Boston, yes­
terday. The event 
brought students, 
sports stars and 
celebrities 
together to talk 
about racism. 

Associated Press photo 



First lady: Teen-agers hear first lady 
Contlrued from page A1 

need to render them as harmless 
as possible and not allow them to 
hurt others." 

Mrs. Clinton's message seemed 
to resonate with students from the 
North Shore, including represen• 
tatives from schools in Danvers, 
Hamilton, Ipswich, Peabody, 
Wenham and the Masconomet Re­
gional High School. 

Rachel Lulay, 16, a senior at 
Peabody High School, said the 
event was a lot of fun, but it was 
also educational. One way to re• 
duce racism is to educate people 
about its horrible effects;•she said. 
. _. "I t's·important"to keep up the 
awareness," Lulay ~aid. "People 
are realizing.they.-&:e not so dif­
ferent ~very~ else·." 

Lulay, who is Jewish, knows 
firsthand about the pain that can 
be caused by bigotry. Last year, 
vandals dre·w swastikas on the 
walls at Peabody High School, 
causing an uproar in the city. 

"It's me this time," Lulay said 

she told fellow stud~ts gathered 
at an assembly in the wake of the 
vandalism. "Next time, it might be 
you." 

Lulay was among 14 students 
and three teachers from Peabody 
High School attending the event. 
Kelly Robertie, 17, a senior at the 
school, said it was heartening to 
see Mrs. Clinton and other polit• 
ical leaders tackle the problem of 
racism. 

"It's good to promote the fact 
that it is out there," Robertie said. 
"People can learn about it and dis- • 
cuss it. It's out there, but it's 
wrong." .... . 

When Mrs_,._ ,CI.u$t~t(?ok the 
stage1 students at IJ;swfc1i High 
School Joined others in ·a loud ap­
plause far the first lacfi,i;Agout 15 
students i roin sever~wich 
schools were at the event '.· 

"She's an incredible role model" 
said Kate Taylor, 17, a senior at Ip­
swich High, after Mrs. Clinton ap­
peared. "I love her. She is so in­
spiring." 

Adam Stern, 18, also a senior at 

Ipswich High, said no one should 
take racism lightly. 

"We can learn to get along with 
each other and get rid of violence 
and racism," Stern said. "We're all 
equal." 

Mrs. Clinton was joined by pro­
fessional athletes like Mo Vaughn 
of the Red Sox and Sam Gash of 
the Patriots. Some of the loudest 
cheers, however, came for mem­
bers of the cas t of an MTV pro• 
gram. 

Mrs. Clinton was continuing a 
discussion started last week in 
Akron, Ohio, by her husband. 
While President Clinton failed last 
week to elicit frank responses from 
college students and community 
leaders, Mrs. Clinton succeeded by 
asking some provocative ques­
tions of students. 

The Clintons are involved in a 
campaign to get Americans to chal­
lenge and resolve racial problems. 
The effort is being guided by a 
seven-member advisory board~ 
which is compiling information 
for a report by the president 
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:··_,..· ·~::~ .· ';_.'_:·' ,: :·;:~:i·_~\-~~t,:\~\~'-~ ·--:· ·:: .. ='.: .. -·--i· :::: ._:'.:-,_· . ; ;y,?)!~~Z~;~~~ON 
First' lady1fillary Rodhani. Cl_inton· greets audience members.after. speaking with young panelists at the Team 
Harmony .IV rally at·the AeetCenter in Boston Tuesday: · · · · 



Lunenburg student·; 
i s·hared panel with. · 
: Hi~lary Gl~hton · 

I 

By Brad Leighton 
Staff Writer 

BOSTON - More than 10,000 student voices 
filled the ~leetCenter on Tuesday with a single vow.: 
. Black, Hispanic, white. Asian - all together they 
pledged to "stop those who. because of hate, would 
hurt. harass or Violate the civil rights of anyone." · 

\,,/ . 
· The students at Team-Harmony IV spent the day 

celebrating diversity, promising to respect differ~ 
ences· in race, religion. culture, gender and sexu~ 
orientation. . . 

Among those thousands.of voices were hundreds 
from north central Massachusetts. Fitchburg sent 
students from the high school; Memorial Middl~ 
School, B.F. Brown Middle School and Reingold 
Elementary School. . 

Joining the throng were students from 
Leominster. Lunenburg and .Oakmont Regional 
high schools, Overlook Middle School and sever~ 
other schools in the.Montachusett region. · 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was the 
keynote speaker. But instead of g!Ving a speech, she 
discussed discrimination on stage with a panel of 
32 students - one of whom was Lunenburg Higli 
School's Meghann Boyle. ; 

Mrs. Clinton ~ked ~oyle why she felt people put 
down other people for being different. "I thi~k it is 
because they have low self-esteem. If makes ~em · 

I feel better to make fun of those 
who are differen.t.': Boyle an­
swered: :: - · ' · · ·. · •· 
. Afterward, Boyle_ said the f½'st 

la~.y. 1~·:~ .inspif,a~on to m~y 
yo~women. "She isagoodrole 

. ' 

modelasaworkingwomananda third in her class. She enjoys 
mother. She speaks her Views," kick boxing, · soccer and indoor 
Boyle said. and spring track. She also is in-

Meeting Mr,s; · Glinton-..... ,, ... · .. 
~s -especially lnt~reSt-'. 'This is a great 'idea having 
wgtpJ3oylt,.whp..w;i.sh~ .. .. '" · . . , . 
to atte_nd ~e University everyone coming together to 
of California at Berkeley , 
ors~ ~i~o to major in make a stand against racism ' 
political science. · 

"Women need more · Kurt Connier of Ashburnham 
represen tation in poll- · a freshman at Oakmont 
U~s ,~c;!.t.W·. bgsine~~:.: , -. ,, :. ,. : . . · .... ·,. , _ ..... __ .. . 
~th,ru;e~·dqmiil.ate'a; --~-, .. «-AS.,-, ., -.1·.•,.,. ••• ..,. ;, •·.-• ...... . . b .,, - ~··::ti •. "'., ... ~- . -=-"'•,. . ""::'!\· ".: _,.?.: ·-· __ ..,, •• · """'~-t..,,. ... " .• ~- .. 
Jg~!e;~~f "f.eai~d ~f~t• ; t•1}.h -::.°·-- · .. :~"' . .. ·}i/nif{:':: : ·> :-'·'.- -., ' ·-'"!-',e ... .._~ ,s ,Yus. ..-.,~~ .-.-.!--\·•:i,. • ri~-:l· ~- .- · ,. · · ·" 
~tifoWMany o{i:he tqings;~o--~'f P.1~eq_-in °SC~Ol-plays-ko•$lu­
an:d.~r:iJot!°?~Y.lC?ul~'t,_g~:3,0 d~~~<fo;~rnment :-_- \". '· / { · 
Y¢.al'.6 ago. . .. ·· . > .... ,!;•:,~' :: ·~Jk~t~!red worcI,-~ate _Frid!:IJ 

·Boyle-has_ s.~ai.ght A:s' and is she t~ould·be on th~ :paneL·-'·1 



don't know why they chose me. 
but rm glad they did." Boyle said. 

In the audience, Overlook _ 
eighth-grader Louisa 
Donelson Qr 
Ashburnham thought it 
was ·interestihg to hear 
celebrities such ·'as Mo· 
Vaughn, Matty Siegal of 
Kiss 108 radio, WNBA 
high scorer Sheryl 
Swoopes. former Bruin 
Cam Neeley, New 
England Patriots··Sam 
Gash anp,~Ted J,ohnson . 

. the cast.:'i)f MTV!s ·,Real 
Woi:Id. ~d sever"#!. :othei-s . .talk 
abdrit ' th~ir ~prfo~~~ with 
prejudice.-·,,.. -.~ , ·•;_: ·; 

"It wa!i ~ inter.esting to heru: 
them. They had.''lots of- stories. 
and the students had lots of sto: 
ries, all about ho~ some people· 
can treat.. o.t.h:er people," 
Don.els_on-said.:''This 1 the rally) 
is reaUy neat. Tliere is a lot of di­
versity here." 

"This is a great!idea, having 
everyone coming ,.together to 
make a stand aga.¢st racism." 
said Kurt Cormier of 
Ashburnham, a freshman at 
Oakmont. "A lot of people think 
that kids today just cause trou­
ble. Actually, the ones that cause 
trouble are the only ones people 
pay attention to. Most kids are 
good people. All the people you 
see here are k.ids that are stand­
ing up for what ls right.·: he said. 

Cormier and the other Oakmont 
students are members of the stu­
dent council, wruch has attended 
the rally the last three years. 

The Reingold Elementary 
School's Diversity Committee 
agreed with Cormier. "Look at all 
the kids here. This is wonderful;-" 
said Chapter 1 teacher Mabil 
Hunter. "The Fitchburg school 
system needs better representa­
tt9n here from the adults. The su.­
perintenden t of schools and the 
administrators should be here. i: 

Hunter was impressed with 
Mrs. Clinton. "She seemed vecy 
down to earth and able to relate 
to the children. 

Team Harmony got its start 
through the frtendsrup of the late 
Boston Celtic~ captain Reggie 
Lewis and Jon Jennings. formE:r 
Celtics director of basketball de­
velopment. LeWis grew up In the 
projects of Baltimore. while 
Jennings grew up in an all-wrute 
rural community in lndiana. 

Through their frie[!dship. they 
decided to plan an anti-pr:ejudlce 
event. LeWis died before the frrst -
Team Harmony on Dec. 13. 
1994. Jennings joined forces 
with all four (now five) profes­
sional sports teams in 
Massachusetts, and, the Anti­
Defamation League , of New 
England. The first event drew 
6,000 students an~ it has grown 
every year since. 
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Appears at Team Harmony in Boston 

HILLARY CLINTON O.N THE RACE ISSUE 
WASHINGTON (AP) - First lady Hillary Rodham 

Clinton says little by little, more Americans will 
express their true feelings on race as her husband's 
campaign for racial reconciliation continues working 
its way through the country. 

In an interview Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton compared 
President Clinton's national dialogue to medicine 
that needs time to work. She spoke after her own 
dialogue with Boston-area teen-agers who expressed 
their encounters with racism more frankly than did 
the group that spoke with the president last week in 
Akron, Ohio. 

The first lady said Tuesday's discussion was 
blunter because the audience was younger and had 
been talking about racial issues long before she met 
with them. 
'1 think people can get overwhelmed by the idea of 

the race initiative," Mrs. Clinton said. 'They need lit-
tle pieces that they feel are doable for them." ' 

She encouraged an emphasis on "those little things' 
that can create a human connection" between people· 
of different races. Not everyone will attend the race 
discussions, "but everyone can make more of an 
effort," she said.· 

As the president did at the University of Akron, 
Mrs. Clinton focused on attitudes among young peo­
ple. As in Akron, the.re was no real divergence of 
opinion in Boston. 

"That didn't bother me," Mrs. Clinton said. 
"Telling their own stories was a big part of educating 
their peers." 

She asked several questions of the 32 teen-agers 
who joined her on stage to get them to say how they 
felt or what they did when they encountered racism. 
She asked whether any of them had family members 
who were prejudiced - some indicated they did -
and if efforts like Te;mt Harmony had changed any 
of their perceptions about people of other races and 
ethnicities. 

The discussion was part of an annual· anti-racism 
rally of Team Har,mony, an initiative begun by 
Boston-area professional sports teams in 1994 to help 
middle- and high-schoolers combat bigotry. 

But mostly, Mrs. Clinton listened to students like 
Tonderai Tabaziba, who said she was confused by 
stereotypes, and Amy Coran, who recounted an anti­
Semitic joke that someone shouted at her soccer 
game one day. 

''Why do you think young people say things like 
that? What's going on in their heads?" Mrs. Clinton 
asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy deep in the upper-level 
seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone else. 
Mrs. Clinton continues her travels today, speaking 

at the United Nations to open its yearlong celebra­
tion of the signing of the declaration of human 
rights. 

In Boston Tuesday, one student asked her whether 
she thought affirmative action had helped or hurt 
American race relations. She replied that it had done 
both, by uplifting poor minorities . and by being 
"misconstrued and misunderstood and used in a 
negative way." 

Since candor was contagious, the first lady told of 
her own brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old and on the soccer team. 
It was very cold, so she tried to make small talk 
about the weather with the goalie, who replied, "l 
don' t care if you're cold. I wish ~ople like you 
would freeze."' 

"I said, 'How can you hate people like us? You 
don't even know us,"' Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She 
said, 1 don't have to know you to know I hate you.' 
And I've never forgotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, Mrs. Clinton said. 
The goalie was of Eastern European descent, and she 
considered Hillary Rodham a -"rich, WASP-y type." 
Those kinds of "non-black-white" tensions also need 
to be addressed, for they are a larger problem than 
m~y believe, Mrs. Clinton said. 

"The black-white issue has to be the focus because 
it's the unfinished business of America," she said. 
"But I think we can help people understand it better 
if they see it as part of the overall dilemma of bigotry 
and prejudice th·at we have to contend with." 
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First lady JiJll?ry. Rodhartt .Ciinton ii'stens·td;Cfaady:Paul t~lk 
about~his"firsre-xperierice with racisrW-auf.fr~g-a-p·anel 

discussion yesterday at thP. FleetCenter.- Story is on Page AS. 



Hillary Clinton, Boston 
yo~ths discuss prejudice 

½ 
By Sonya Ross 
Associated Press writer 

BOSTON -The matter~of-fact tone in Amy Coran's 
voice belied the pain she felt that day when someone at 
her soccer game shouted the anti-Semitic joke she 
recounted yesterday to first lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton. 

As Amy told the cruel joke, sighs of shock rippled 
among the thousands of teen-agers l.istening in l:ll:et­
C~ sports arena. 

"Why do you think young people say things like that? 
What's going on .in their heads?" Mrs. Clinton asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy deep in the upper-level 
seats. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone else. 
So it went for an hour as Mrs. Clinton engaged 

Boston-area youths in a discussion about bigotries far 
older than any of them. It was the type of candor that 
President Clinton sought - but did not get - when he 
started his national dialogue on race in Akron, Ohio, last 
week. 

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton said the responses in 
Akron were probably less forthcoming because "people 

feel overwhelmed by the race initiative." She suggested 
that there be a focus on "those little things that create 
human connections." 

"I felt so stunned," said Claudy Paul, a senior at a 
majority white high school, who told Mrs. Clinton a 
schoolmate used a racial slur one day as he boarded a 
school bus. 

"Did you ever try to sit down and talk with that young 
man?" Mrs. Clinton asked. 

"Yes, I did," Claudy replied. "He said, 'I'm sorry,' and 
'Some of my best friends are black.' My mom was telling 
me how racist the school was. I did not want to believe 
her. Then that happened to me." 

One student asked Mrs. Clinton whether she thought 
affirmative action had helped or hurt American race 
relations. She replied that.it had done both, by uplifting 
poor minorities and by being "misconstrued and misun­
derstood and used in a negative way." 

Mrs. Clinton jo~ed professional athletes, local bands 
and the cast of an MTV program before 10,000 eighth­
through· 11th-graders. The three-hour program also was 
broadcast live on New England Cable News. 
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Hillacy, Mo and 10,000 children 
rally in harmony against bigotry 

HILLARY CLINTON: ulf we 
stick with it, we'll change 
minds, but not everybody's. n 

By COALE PARKER ANDERSON 
Sun Staff 

BOSTON - Repeat after him. 

:....:.;_:_:._. .. 

"I've had it with those who laugh at ethnic or homophobic 
jokes," said Leonard Zakim, executive director of the Anti­
Defamation League. "Words of hate hurt ... I'm ready to speak 

. up .. ':-Together nobody can ignore us." 
As Zakim paused af_rer each sentence, about 10,000 students 

and teachers heartily repeated his cry in the FleetCenter yes­
terday at Team Harmony- a statewide, anti-discrimmination 
rally. 

The gathering, attended by hundreds of students from the 
Lowell area, fluctuated between a talk-show and sports-event 
atmosphere. 

First lady Hillary Clinton talked on stage with 20 randomly 
picked students - including two students from Lowell's McDo­
nough Arts Magnet School - while the rest of the audience lis­
tened. Between appearances by sports stars such as the Boston 
Red Sox' Mo Vaughn and the WNBA's Sheryl Swoopes, the stu­
dents - pusl!_ing the air up with their palms in an undulating 



UNITED AGAINST RACISM: Hillary Rodham Clinton is surrounded by participants from around the state in the fourth-annual Team Harmony rally 
at the FleetCenter in Boston yesterday. APPHOTO 



~~ ·vourH, FIRS'J'. LADY FIGHT. RACISM 

r.~~a~~a\~al>~i~~,;-a.Qliii!{~~)'.,t ~f _.'~D :~9~\~'rt,s"~agnet~cl:i~P. j~-~~~~if~~~s:first · 
lady·HrHa~rPl1ntQ_n· fl'.,gu~~ti~,tl~a~'Q!irJ~~-c,m~I T~a~~9rmony:rally -~ ~mst .9.1s~nmmat1on 
at the FleetCe_nter in 13dst6n 'yes,erday. · ·· ·. ~ ' · · · AP.PHoros 



Hillary, Mo, youths rally against racism 
motion - danced to songs like 
Aretha Franklin's "Respect." 

Other Lowell schools attend­
ing the rally included the 
Bartlett, Butler, Robinson, 
Rogers, Sullivan, Wang school 
in Lowell, as well as Lowell 
Catholic High School and St. 
Louis School. . 

The first student t.o talk with 
Mrs. Clint.on recalled how he 
thought, when he started high 
school, that his mother's warnings 
of racism were silly. Not t.oo much 
later, someone called him a "nig­
ger." Shocked, all he could do was 
stand there crying, he t.old Clint.on 
and thousands of his peers. 

Later the boy confronted the 
name-caller, who-then apolo­
gized. Now the slighted boy is 
the senior class vice president. 

After his st.ory, Clinton urged 
all students who are discrimi­
nated against t.o combat the 
offense with reason, not with 
violence, yelling or insults.,i;:-;. 
. "If we stick with itt V't'.e'll :-- "'· 

change minds, but not every~.~­
body's," said Clint.on, addmg that 
people who are too unhappy t.o 
change_ must be rendered power­
less through collective action. 

. Naron Chrim, of Lowell's 
Robinson Middle School, pro­
vided a textbook example of 
Clint.on's push for the use of 
brains over muscle. 

Several years ago, friends of 
Chrim's friends made fun of 
her, saying Asians eat Cll:~-~d 
are poor. 

"I was kind of confused, but I 
didn't worry about W.saiq.0 

Chrim, who - uninitiated to 
racial slurs - thought they 
must be joking. 

When they started pushing 

Voices of the 'Team Harmo~y' rally 
Participants in yesterday's "Team Har­

mony" - a statewide, anti-discrimination _ 
rally held in Boston for students and teach­
ers_:-speak their minds. 

beat up .a younger boy for the taunt and 
would do it again, despite the anti-violence 
message of yesterday's rally. When her 
friends.objected, she said, "I'm telling the 
truth right?" 

Kelley Chanthavonysack, 14, of the 
Robinson School, Lowell: "They say, 'You 
little gook, go backto where·you came from: 

0 
Mo Vaughn, Boston Red 

Sox-.,layer:-"lthink·(the 
rally) is very importan_t ... 
We've got to educate peo­
ple." But, he said, racism 
do~sn't get him down. "l'rr 
so proud of who I am, I just 
handle it ..• it doesn't bother. 
me." 

Go back to your own country where'they eat 
cats and dogs.' But (Laotians) don't. We're· 
all from the same country, we're all from the 
same ""'.orld. Why do they hate us so much?" 

0 
Anthony Sequeira, 12, of the Rogers 

School: He said he's never seen or experi­
enced discrimination, but that attending yes­
terday's rally might help him in the future. 
"Because if I ever see my friends get into 
trouble, I'll try to get him and the person he's 
in trouble with to talk it out.• 

D 
Arene'Luteman eacher Mo Vaughn 

at the M ~ Arts 
Magnet · ,~ After noting that many chil-

0 
-Melanie Ellis, 13, of the Rogers 

School: "Around my neighborhood they call 
me cho~olate," said Ell.is, aqding t~at she 

dren at the r _.y complained that teachers 
ignored reA :1rts of racism, she said, "Hopefully 
some ·of . ,e teachers will realize.that they do 
that whether they realize it or not ... An event 
like this just makes people aware.· 

~ f :.:· - • :: • ·\ 

her around a few weeks'later, she 
realized.they were serious. Her. . . 
mother told her to talk to them. ' 

"I said, 'All of that stuff 
you're saying about our culture 
is not true.-Go find out for your­
self,'" Chrim recalled telling 
them in the park after school.· 

After doing some research 
they came back a month iater, 

_ admitting th~y were wrong and­
that her culture is "cool." Now, 
they're all friends with Chrim. 

Arts Magnet students Tim­
derai Tabaziba and Vuthay 
Ron, both on the 20-student -
panel with Clinton, agree with 
the first lady that the logical 
approach is the best way to 
fight discrimmination. 

"The rally will make people 

'<:" • ,.. 

understar.id how people feel if 
they're making fun of them. 
They'll learn that it hurts," 
Tabaziba said. 

Other students say that talk­
ing won't-do any good and are 
skeptical that the rally's mes­
sage will change things. · 

- Luis Lopez, of Lowell's 
Robinson School, said he's not 
convinced that words can stop 
children from calling him 
'"l'aco," "Burrito," or "Mexican 
Jumping Bean." 

uifl fight them and win, they 
know not t.o call me that again," 
Lopez said. 

Robinson School teacher 
Hilary White said Lopez was 
talking big. 

"He's not down iri the princi-

. pal's tm~ foi"fig~tilig:" ~h~ s~d. 
Some students from several 

schools were concerned that 
students who most needed t.o go 
to the rally weren't chosen. 
They thought that teachers 
picked too many peer leaders 
and student council members, 
rather than children who were 
dishing out slurs or being vic­
timized by them. 

But White said that Robin­
son's teachers carefully over• 
looked the mere-high-achievers 
and sought out the "thinkers" 
and students who are popular 
across many school-yard 
cliques, like Lopez. 

'"!'he kids who are best able 
to communicate (the rally's 
message) were there," she said. 
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North High group leads state 

in fighting racism 

BY AARON NICODEMUS 
SUN-CHRONICLE STAFF 

NORTH ATTLEBORO - North Attleboro High 
School's Student Coalition Against Racism received a 
Tuam Harmony Award at a state-wide conferen7e Tu_es­
day at the Fleet Center in Boston, one of only five high 
school groups in the state to be so honored. 

The award, meant to recognize schools that have ac­
tively worked to combat p~judice and promote respect 

among students, singled out North Attleboro High for 
the activiti~ of its SCAR group. 

The s-chool's SCAR group held a conference earlier 
in the year.that involved 11 area schools, and has 230 
student members. The North Attleboro High School 
SCAR chapter's large membership and its active inclu­
sion of other schools in the fight against racism helped 
them to stand out. . 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was the keynote 
speaker at the Team Harmony IV event. Clinton spoke 

to students about the effects of racism and praised the 
students who participated in Tuesday's event. The first 
lady had her picture taken with the 23 North Attleboro 
students who attended the event. 

. The event is meant "to promote the fight against 
bias and U?ward mutual respect and civility," one stu­
dent at a time. 



. . 
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-Area joins Team Harmony 
Mansfield incident becomes lesson in overcoming anti-Semitism 

. 
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

MANSFIELD - What started out as a negative incident 
at Mansfield High has turned into a plus for ~e entire state. 

Students-from .around-the state learned-Tuesday how stu­
dents from Mansfield, Sharon and the rest of the Hocko­
mock ~gue are working to resolve differences after a se­
ries of anti-semitic incidents. 

The ~vent was · Team Harmony IV, the fourth annual 
gathering of high school students to promote diversity: The 
featured guest at the Fleet Center in Boston was First lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Sharon High School freshman 
Amy Coran, whose family has ~n acth:e -~ ~ .to iden­
tify and deal with prejudice in the commtiiiity;-Jed ·a delega­
tion which explained how the anti-semitic" incident led to 
heightened awareness of the problem. 

Sharon has a large Jewish population, and in recent 

... 
'One of the things we've been doing ... 
is making sure every9ne - the players, 

officials, coaches - have their 
conscienceness raised.' 

Sharon High Principal Susan Dukess ... 
years students at the high school have been the target of 
anti-Semitic remarks at sporting events against teams from 
the other eight towns in the Hockomock League. 

• . ·._ \ , · ! . · • , • • ,... .. ; __ · ·.; · . · . · · · .• : : .. -.AS$90!ATED PRESS 

Hillary Clinton at Team Harmony 'iv. 



HERB RYAN 

North award winners 
Members of North Attleboro High School's Stu- nunson; second row, from left, Mark Rowland. 
dent Coalition Against Racism show off the award Katie Cella, Liz McKenna, Jen Elliot, Laura 
presented during Tuesday's Team Harmony IV at Basiliere, Erin McDavitt and Stacy Philibert; third 
the Fleet Center in Boston. Students are, front row, from left, Brendan Poirier, Christine Truffo, 
row from left, Matt LaFratta, Josh Gagne, Lauren Bill Smith, Colleen McGahan, Katie Farren, Mor­
Carey, Katie Fisher, Crystal Ballou and A.J. Mag- gan Beith and Kasey Walters. 

►HARMONY: Mansfield fights anti-Semitism 
FROM PAGE 1 

During an Oct. 27 girls' junior 
varsity soccer game against 
Mansfield High, Coran was 
among several Sharon players 
who said spectators shouted anti- . 
Semitic slurs at them. 

What made that incident differ­
ent was the fact that when the 
Sharon players complained to the 
game official, she stopped the 
game. 

1'This was something that did­
n 't necessarily happen years 
ago: • said Susan Dukess, princi­
pal at Sharon High School. 

.When the players pointed out a 
cluster of teenage boys near the 
Sharon goal where the slurs were 
heard, the game official told them 
to leave. 

The following morning, Mans­
field High officials launched an 
investigation. 

They could not identify the 
boys, Mansfield High Principal 
Edward Rosa said. But in the 
wake of the incident, Mansfield of­
ficials decided to examine their 
entire school system to figure out 
ways to increase education about 
racial and ethnic prejudice, he 
said. 

" It's the first time we've looked 
at the issue systemically, the way 
we would if we were trying to im­
orove math skills, for instance," 

T 
'It's the first time 

we"ve looked at the 
issue systemically, 

th~ way we would if 
we were trying to 

improve math skills, 
for instance.' 

Edward Rosa, 
Mansfield High principal 

A 
Rosa said. "Our awareness level 
has been heightened." 

Mansfield High School will also 
hold schoolwide forums stressing 
tolerance and diversity Jan. 6, 
Rosa said. 

Progress made 
Dukess said the way the event 

was handled demonstrates that 
progress has been made in deal­
ing with bias. 

"One of the things we've been 
doing in the Hockomock League is 
making sure everyone - the play­
ers, officials, coaches - have 
their conscienceness raised," 
Dukess said. 

Students from schools in the 
athletic league have begun plan­
ning events to bring students to-

gether so they can get to know one 
another and build understanding, 
Dukesssaid. 

"We're appalled that these 
things still happen," she said, 
adding that anti-Semitic incidents 
involving Sharon students appear 
to be waning. "But the kids knew 
what to do, the officials knew 
what to do and the administration 
knew what to do and they all did 
it." 
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_ . _ Associa1ed Press photo 
SPEAKING OUT: At the:fourth.alll:luaiTeam'l;(annon:f·event in Boston;first'lady Hill~-Rodh'ani Clinton 
'li~ie_ns Jo .(:I~uily Paul's accoii~·t'ofkis· Jµ-st e~e-rieµce·wi,th racism.- ·. . . . ·:··•::\_,:t-~ . - :'--::'. --~ ~ ' · · 

Childteri IiSf~mng;.:iiatilts Illust shO~tt~W~y 
By ALLISON BOWIE CHERRY · Ce~ter ar~~a, brimming with anti-S.~ajti.c. joke --~he-hiard ·~t a 
Gazette Staff Writer thous~ds of teenagers a ttending . soccer camp. An Asian 'American 

BOSTON - Our children want the fourth a~ual Team Harmony girl shared the pain she-felt riding 
to know we care. event for racial and ethnic unity a school bus tnat was rigidly divid-

The corrosive evils of racial and yesterday, as student after student ed into-black, Hispanic, white and 
ethnic hatred and ignorance have s'at·on st_ag~. with first lady Hillaz:y Asian seating area~: A white 
marred their world. . · Rodham Cli,nton and shared their young man s~d he · was from a 

They want adults to listen to.their petsonal,' often wrenching experi- privileged town and fainily;'· but 
concerns. They want understanding. enc.es with hatred and bigotry. wanted to understand and help 
They want enlightenment: . _A black teen from" ~ast ~oston solve problems. 

They want more than empty said he . was called mgger by a Mrs. Clinton, to the applause 
talk They want solutions. boy ~e bar ely knew. A Jewish girl and yells of approval by studentp 

A hush fell over the Fleet from Newton recalled a hV,rtful 



Children: Need for enlightenment is pai;-ents' cue 
From Page A. nonthreatening and peaceful 
from Taunton and els~where environment for kids in mid­
listened attentively asked dle and elementary schools. 
how the students handled Students expect the same 
adyerse situations and sug- involvement from a ~ults. 
gested solutions for conflict When t.e_en~ told Mrs. Clini:?n 
resolution, respectful prob- about incidents of racial 
lexn-solving and forgiveness. harassment that were not 

:'Just hearing how she cares addressed by their school 
made me feel good - to know principals ~d teachers, o~ 
tliere are some adults out hometown kids shook their 
tl1ere who care" said Shannon heads in disapproval. 
Craft, an eighth grader at "We don't have all that 
'l'aunton's Parker School. many problems at Parker, and 

~-"I thought it was pretty cool when they do happen they get 
she got kids to tell them about straightened out as soon as 
their problems and stuff and possible," said Shannon Craft. 
tqat she told them how' they Zero tolerance· for bigotry 
should have handled it or can by Parker's Principal Richard 
in the future," ~aid Craft's Castro, social studies teacher 
classmate, Corey Dugan. Leonard Hull and other facul-

.•Eighth graders from ty members earn high marks 
Taunton's Parker, Martin and from the critics who count the . 
Mitlcahey schools·want adults ffl:Ost: the children. 
to·Jmow they care, too. They But, as Mrs. Clinton said, 
held hands, laughed with zero tolerance must be accom­
classmates, waved to kids , panied by a willµigness to lis­
from other schools, and ten, negotiate and forgive . . 
beamed with love when Michael Duffy, a Taunton 
praised by the teachers and father who ser-ved as a Team 
p~ents who accompanied Harmony chaperone, told 
them. · . some Taunton students he 

·They want to be part of the knows how it feels to make a 
solution. regrettable remark and learn 

It's no coincidence these something from it. He said he 
students are members of Peer will never forget the time he 
Advisors, Peer Mediators, used the phrase "J ew me 
D1:11g Avengers, Project down" during a retail debate 
Respect and other groups that with a man whom he soon 
work to foster a welcoming; found out was Jewish. 

"He was upset, really 
upset," Duffy recalled about 
the merchant's r eaction. But, 
Duffy said, that incident 
taught him a big lesson and 
he's never used that hurtful 
phrase since and won't ever 
use it again. 

Students said little when 
they heard Duffy's story, but 
they looked at him with 
respect, affection, and perhaps 
a bit of wonder. 

Some people try to mask 
racism and bigotry with talk 
about how all people make 
mistakes. Yes, all people make 
mi~es. but that's no excuse 
for denial, lies and selfishness. 
Our children want the truth. 

They may have screamed 
with delight during Fleet 
Center appearances by the 
cast of MTV's "The Real 
World," Red Sox slugger Mo 
Vaughn and other figures of 
sports and entertainment, but 
their spirits were with those 
who shared their mistakes, 
their pain and their ideas for 
improvement. 

And they saved a special 
place in their hearts for Mrs. 
Clinton, whom 13-year-old 
Nicole Marshall said sbe 
admired "because she listened 
to other people, to what tluy 
did, and how it affected their 
lifi n e. 



First lady 
brings -stories, . 
accountability 
into the· open 
By SONYA ROSS 
~iated Press Writer 

. BOSTON ...:.... The matter-of-fact 
tone in Amy Coran's voice ~lied the 
p·aili · slie :felt-'thafday:whe1f '.someo'Ile­

. af her soccer game ·shouted· the joke 
she recounted yesterday to first lady 

. Hill~ .R.odham Clinton. . 
"There were these four boys ... . 

Then.one said, 'What's the difference 
between a Jew and a pizza? A pizza 

. doesn't· scream in the oven,"' · Amy 
said, as sighs of shock rippled among 
the thqusands of teen-age~ listening 
in Fleet Center sports arena 

"Why ·do ~ou. ~ young people 
sa_y things like t~t? -Wliat'.s 'going on 
in iheir heads?" Mrs:-Clinton asked. 

".lgnoranceL~ shouted a boy 'deep in 
the upper-level seats. 

"lnserurity!" yelled someone else. 
So it went for an hour as Mrs. 

Clinton· engaged Boston-area youth 
in a discussion about bigotries far 
older .than any of them. It was the 
type of candor that President Clinton 
sought - but didn't get - when he 
kicked off his national dialogue on · 
race in Akron, Ohio, last week: 

In an interview, Mrs. Clinton said 
the r~ponses in ·Akron were proba­
blyJess forthcoming because "people 
feei overwhelmed by the race initia­
tive." She suggested that there be a 
focus on "those little things that cre­
ate human connections." 

Clinton: --Cnilling stories 
from around Massachusetts 
"t felt so stunned," said 
C_laudy Paul, a senior at a 
majority white high school, 
who told Mrs. Clinton a 
schoolmate used a racial slur 
one day as he boarded a 
school bus. 

"Did you ever try to sit 
down and talk with that 
young man?" Mrs. Clinton 
asked. 

"Yes I did," Claudy replied. 
"He said, 'I'm sorry,' and 
'some of my, best friends are 
:J;>}ack.' My ·mom was telling 
me how racist the school was. 
I did not want to believe her. 
Then that happened to me." 

. One student asked Mrs. 
Clinton whether she thought 
affirniative action had helped 
or hurt American race rela­
tions. She replied that it had 
done both, by uplifting poor 
minorities and by being "mis­
construed and misunderstood 

. and used in a negative way." 
: Since candor was conta­
: gious, the first lady told of 
: her own brush · with preju-

dice. 
: She was about 13 years old 

and she, too, was on the soc­
. cer team. It was very cold, so 

she tried to make small talk 
about the weather with the 

goalie, who replied, "I don't 
care if you're cold. I wish peo­
ple like you would freeze.'" 

"I said, 'How can you hate 
people like us? You don't even 
know us," Mrs. Clinton 
recalled. "She said, 'I don't 
have to know you to know I 
hate you.' And rve never for­
gotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial inci­
dent, Mrs. Clinton said. The 
goalie was of Eastern 
European descent, an,d she 
considered the then-Hillary 
Rod.ham as a "rich, Waspy 
type." Those kinds. of "non­
black-white" tensions also 
need to be addressed, for they 
are a larger problem than 
many believe, Mrs. Clinton 
said. 

"People overlook the 
importance of forcing this 
conversation," she said. "The 
black-white issue has to be 
the focus because. it's the 
unfinished business of 
America. But I think we can 
help people understand it 
better if they see it as part of 
the overall dilemma of big­
otry and prejudice that we 
have to contend with." 

Yesterday's dialogue was 
part of an annual event by 
Team Harmony, an initiative 
begun by Boston-area profes­
sional sports teams in 1994 
to help middle- and high­
schoolers combat bigotry. 
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Team Harmony right in tune 
Mrs. Clinton fmds more than a village fighting prejudice 

By Brian S. McNiff 
Telegram & Gazette Boston Bureau 

BOSTON - Hillary Rodham Clin~on 
told a gathering of more than 10,000 high 
school students yesterday that affi~­
tive action has caused hurt only because 1t 
has been misunderstood. 

The president's wife led~ panel discus­
sion on discrimination with 32 selected 
students at the FleetCenter as part of the 
fourth Team Harmony event to promote 
respect and combat bigotry. One of the 
panelists ·was 17-year-old Thao Tran,. a 
junior at Worcester's Doherty Memorial 
High School. 

I ■ President Clinton opens human I 
rights gathering, Page A3. 

The last question Mrs. Clinton . took 
from the floor at the end of the so-minute 
discussion sought her view on the explo­
sive issue of affirmative action. 

"I think that's probably the most hot_ly 
debated issue that we have to confront 
right now," she allowed, though sh_e 1.~ter 
observed that much of the debate 1s .:off-
subject.'' 

"From my personal ~xperience and ob-
servation, I think that affirmative a~tion 
has helped, on the one hand, because 1t has 
given opportunities ~o many people t?, 
prove themselves, which th~y h~ve done, 
Mrs. Clinton said. "But I thmk 1t has hurt 
because I believe it has been ~isconstrued 
and misunderstood and used ma negative 
way. 

"As the president has said, we need to 
look for ways that we continue to open the 
doors of opportunity to people who do not 
otherwise have that opportunity," she 
added. 



Thao Tran: Mrs. Clinton is 'understanding' 
Continued From Page One 

This gathering of high school stu­
dents In face discrimination issues, 
sponsored by the Team Harmony 
Foundation. the Anti-Defamation 
Loague of New England, Fleet Bank, 
arid the area's professional sports 
teams, has been recognized by the 
Clinton administration as one of the 
top 10 programs in combating dis­
crimination. 

In the dialogue with Mrs. Clinton, 
students recounted their experienc­
es with discrimination. Tran said 
she first experienced It on the school 
bus when she was in the sixth grade 
when she had been in America about 
four years. 

"It was the first time I realized, 
wow, I'm actually different from ev­
eryone else." Tran told the first lady. 
"All the bus would be divided into 
racial parts: the Asians would be in 
the back, the blacks would be in the 
front, and the white and Hispanics 
would just be in their own little cor­
ner." 

Crossing those borders, she said, 
meant scumes and insults. 

"We got into lots of fights where I 
almost got suspended nve times," 
she related. "I told my principal 
about It and my teachers about it, 
but not much has really been done 
about it." 

'l'hat, Mrs. Clinton obscrvecl, 

seemed to be a common thread in the 
stories the students told. "From 
what you said, I get the impression 
that none of you think very much 
happens by going to adults and say­
ing, 'will you take care of this?'" 

Tran was applauded as she 
agreed. "When we turn to them, 
they're like, 'we'll take care of it, 
really we will,'" she said. " Out the 
next day we start to get beat up and 
yelled at ag11in - when will they re­
ally do something about It, when 
will they realJy take action on it, re­
ally care about it?" 

Mrs. Clinton told the students 
they need support from their fami­
lies, teachers, churches and 
coaches. "That's really what the 
president is trying to get started 
with his race initiative. To get peo­
ple talking to each other the way all 
of you have begun talking to each 
other. 

" I actually think that this is one 
situation where young people can be 
the leaders in showing the way, even 
for people in your own fam lly nnd in 
your schools, and other adults 
around you," she said. 

'VERY UNDERSTANDING' 

After the discussion, Mrs. Clinton 
talked with some students on the 
floor of the a rena before departing. 
Later, Tran told the Telegram & Ga­
zette, "I thought that she was very 

understanding." Tran said s he ex• 
pected the first lady to be distant. 
"But when we told her about our 
Issues and our problems, she was, 
this is how you felt, this Is how you 
feel; what can we do together; what 
can I help you with; what can the 
community and government do to 
help you. Very understanding." 

Tran came to the Fleet Center 
through her involvement in the Coa­
lition for Asian Pacific American 
Youth at the University of Massa­
chusetts at Boston. 

She Is co-founder of Doherty 
Asian American Youth at her 
school, a group doing community 
outreach. " In fact, we started the 
first Asian heritage month assem­
bly in our school, tn fact In Worces­
ter history,'' she said. "We started 
the whole event, we had a guest 
speaker, we had the whole school 
involved. 

"We had state recognition for 
doing that event," she added, "and 
we're expanding it to all the Worces­
ter schools this year." 

The Asian · community at the 
school is very small, she said, prima­
rily students who immigrated from 
Vietnam and are In Doherty's billn• 
gual program. 

Tran, who came to America when 
she was 6, has lived In Worcester for 

10 years. She has two older brothers 
and an older sister. 

She said that when she started at­
tending school, she didn't encounter 
many racial slurs, but did feel a lack 
of communication. "There was a 
tension between the blltngual Asian 
students and with the whites, the 
Americans, and the Hispanics," she 
said, with each group keeping to it­
self. 

HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS 

The Team Harmony event grew 
out of an effort by the late Boston 
,Celtics captain Reggie Lewis and 
Jon Jennings, then the Celtics direc­
tor of basketball development and 
now a White House fellow. The first 
event on Dec. 13, 1994, drew about 
6,000 students. Yesterday, students 
came from hundreds of public and 
private schools In Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

Before she left the Fleet Center, 
Mrs. Clinton took note of the fact 
there were children of amuence as 
well as children of poverty In the 
.arena. Returning to the theme of af­
firmative action, she declared, "We 
shouldn't turn our backs on those 
among us who, for whatever reason, 
need more help to be successful and 
prove themselves than some of us 
who were born with a lot ofopportu­
nllies and good fortune that we did 
not make ourselves." j 



Hillary Rodham Clinton is surrounded by a student panel at yesterday's Boston event. 



Firsflady's message clear 
Area students urged to lead the way against racism· 
By Chris Echegaray 
Telegram & Gazette Stalf 

SPENCER - Michelle Thibeault, 
a student at Knox Trail J unior High 
School, had a great time rubbing el­
bows with more than 10,000 other 
students at the FleetCenter in Bos• 
ton to djscuss discrimination. 

" I liked the thought of coming to• 
gether and trying to solve one of the 
world's problems," Thibeault. 14, 
said. 

Thibeault and 40 of her class­
mates, peer leaders from Knox Tra il 
Junior High School. made the trek 
into Bean Town to enjoy the "''"""' 
Harmony Event, featuring first lady 

Hillary Rodham Clinton as the key­
note speaker. 

The central theme of the event 
dealt with all types of discrimina· 
tion: racism, homophobia, anti-Sem­
itism. gender bias an<:! handicap 
bias. 

Joyce 8. Hansen, a teacher a t the 
Knox Trail. who traveled with the 
students, said the message was di· 
rect and would serve the Spencer 
contingent well. 

"The message of discrim ination 
was loud and clear," Hansen said. 
"It's a good opl)Ortunity for these 
kids to see what's going on. There's 
not a lot of diversity in town: · 

"Just because we don't have it (di­
versity), it doesn't mean we have to 
live in a cocoon," said Maryanne 
Hammond. health coordinator for 
the Spencer-East Brookfield Region­
al School District. "We need to know 
that there are differences. Our kids 
are just not that exposed to it - but 
that doesn't mean it doesn't matter, 
because they're not always going to 
be in Spencer." 

Although the topic of discussion 
was a very serious one, the students 
did not get lost on the fact that many 
celebrities were on hand to speak. 

The cast of the MTV show. "Rea1 

Spencer··pu,ils take part in Te3:.m Harmony event 
Continued From Page B1 

World-Boston,' ' were there among 
other celebrities, which included' 
New England Patriot players Sam 
Gash and Ted Johnson, former Bos­
ton Bruin Cam Neely, Sheryl 
Swoopes from the Women's Nation­
al Basketball Association, Mike 
Bum form the New England Revolu• 
tion, and Billy Costa from the Boston 
radio station KISS 108, along with 
musical groups who performed at 
the event. 

James A. Tetreault, 13,saidhewas 
content with being in the 

F'leetCenter. the building where his nal, the first lady got a huge standing 
favorite sports teams play. ovat 10n and she signed autographs." 

"l liked talking to people and hav- Susan M. Marchetti, a teacher at 
ing all the celebrities there. !liked It Knox Trail, said it was a well-orga• 
a lot," Tetreault said. - nized event and everything went 

The event was geared toward chil­
dren. However. that didn't stop the 
teachers and chaperones who made 
the trip with the students to enjoy 
themselves. 

" It was completely interactive," 
Sandra Anderson, a chaperone, 
said. "They did a wonderful job. It 
was informative. It was phenome-

like clockwork. 
Vice Principal Paul Jolie, Ham­

mond. Worcester Police Officer Wil· 
liam Gardiner, Amy Marchetti and 
Michael Hoey served as chaperones 
for the trip to Boston. 

lt was the third time in the last 
four years that Knox Trail students 
participated in the Team Harmony 
event. 

CHRIS ECHEGARAV 

Some students, a chaperone and school staff pose for a group picture. 
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Students honored ·m Boston 
By JOHN O'CONNELL their school. 

Their efforts won Kiley Middle 
Statehouse bureau chief School an award yesterday at 

BOSTON - When friction Team Harmony IV, an interracial 
arose between black and Hispam'c gathering of 10,000- middle and 

high school students at Fleet Gen• pupils at SpringfieWs Kiley .Mid- t 
die School last year, adJ$ustra-. er.As onecof only five groups in' the 
tors had 'Anthony . Vasquez, state to win the Team Harmony 
Elizabeth Showers·and four.other Award, Kiley pupils also had a 
seventh-graders talk it out. . brief meeting ba_ckstage with first 

V¥quez, a Hispanic student ¥1 a lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, star 
bilingual program, remembers attraction at the fourth annual 
th_at bla~ stud;nts ~ed Puerto anti-racism rally. · 
Ricans trash, while Showers According to students Clinton 

· said she-:-and·"'ber bla~lcfrien_ds- - sfild.~she -was':j>roud··ofthe Kiley 
were suspicious of Spanish-speak- gr.oup. · . 
ing pupils. •She was very sincere," Show-

"We didn't know what they were ers said "I-thought she might have 
saying, so we thought they were been stuck up because she's got 
~ about us," Showers re- such a high place. But I think 
called "It really ~ows that some- that's just-a stereotype and I had 
t~es ~~ litµest , things start the · ~typecf-ber, and now I know 
biggest problems." who she really is." 

By discus.gng their differences Clinton, who talked with Bos-
and learning about race and eth- ton-area students on the Fleet­
nicity under the guidance of teach• Center stage about their 
ers and administrators, students experiences with racism, said 
were able to become friends and . President Clinton sees Team Har­
improve the racial climate a·t mony as a model for his ongoing 

national dialogue on race issues. 
She said she grew up in an all­

white suburb of Chicago and con­
sidered herself fortunate to have 
some exposure to different people 
by traveling with a youth minister 
to . meet groups · -from black 
churches in the city. 
· "I wish when I was growing up 
at my big, all-white high school we 
bad bad a Team Harmony," she 
said. 

Creating awareness of diversity 
is still a struggle in mostly white 
communities like Belchertown, 
said Abigail Marean, one of 20 stu­
dents from that town's high school 
and middle school who attended 
the event. 

"Some students aren't faced 
with issues such as racism. We 
haven't been exposed to them be­
cause of our lack of diversity," 
said Marean, a senior at Belcher­
town High School. 

Belchertown won a Team Har­
mony Award in 1995, the second 
year of the rally, for a "Diversity 
Day" staged at the middle school 
by students who had attended the 
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Mrs. Clinton:· Americans will 
express true feelings on race 
Wakefield studf!_!"!-~ at Team Harmony event 

Uy SONYA HOSS 
Associated Pn•ss Writer 

BOSTON {/\P l - First lady 
Hillary Rodhnm Clinton says lit­
tle by little, more Americans 
will express their true feelings 
on race as her husband's cam-

paign for racial reconciliation 
continues working its way 
through the country. 

In an interview Tuesday, Mrs. 
Clinton compared President 
Clinton's nat ional dialogue to 
medicine that needs time to 

work. She spoke after her own 
dialogue with Boston-area teen­
agers who expressed their 
encounters with r acism more 
frankly than did the group that 
spoke with the presit~nt last 

HARMONY see Pbgi 18 



• Harmony,~-___ ________ _ 
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week in Akron, Ohio. 
The first lady said Tuesday's 

discussion was IJlunter because 
the audience was yow,ger and had 
been talking about racial issues 
long before she met with them. 

"I think people can get over­
whelmed by the idea of the race 
initiative," Mrs . Clinton said. 
" They need little pieces that 
they feel are doable for them." 

She encouraged an emphasis 
on "those little things that can 
create a human connection" 
between people of different 
races. Not everyone will attend 
the race discussions, "but every­
one can make more of an 
effort," she said. . 

(Twenty-five Wakefield Iiigh 
students attended the rally, 
members of the d iversity club 
WH.ASUP. Wakefield was one of 
one of five schools tp receive an 
award for student efforts to pro­
mote sensitivity to diver sity 
issues.) 

As the president did at the 
University of Akron., Mrs. <:;lin­
ton focused on attitudes among 
young people. As in Akron, there 
was no real divergence of opin­
ion in Boston. 

"That didn't bother me," Mrs. 
Clinton said. "Telling their own 
stories was a IJig part of educat­
ing their peers." 

She asked several questions of 
the 32 teen-agers who joined her 
on stage to get them to say how 
they felt or what they did when 

they encountered racism. She 
asked whether any of them had 
family members who were prej­
udiced --: some indicated they 
did - and if efforts like ~ 
Harmony had changed any of 
their perceptions about people of 
other races and ethnicities. 

The discussion was part of an 
annual anti-racism rally of 
Team Harmony, an initiative 
begun by Boston-area profes­
s ional sports teams in 1994 to 
help middle- and high-schoolers 
combat bigotry. 

But mostly , Mrs. Clinton lis­
tened to students like Tonderai 
Tabaziba, who said she was con­
fused by stereotypes, and Amy 
Cvran, who reco11nted an anti­
Semitic joke tharsumconc i-hout­
ed at her soccer game one day. 

"Why do you think young peo­
ple say things like that? What's 
going on in their heads?" Mrs. 
Clinton asked. 

"Ignorance!" shouted a boy 
deep in the upper-level seats. 

" Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

Mrs. Cli nton continues her 
travels today, speaking :1t the 
United Nations to open its year­
long celebration of the signing of 
the declaration of human rights. • 

In Boston Tu~sday, one stu­
dent asked her whether she 
thought affirmative action h~d 
helped or hurt American race 
relations. She replied that it had 
done both, by uplifting poor 

minorities and by being "mis­
construed a nd misunders tood 
and used in a negative way." 

Since candor was contagious, 
the first lady told of her own 
brush with prejudice. 

She was about 13 years old 
and on the soccer team. It was 
very cold, so she tried to make 
small talk about the weather 
with the goalie, who replied, "I 
don't care if you're cold. I wish 
people like·you would freeze." ' 

"I said, 'How can you hate 
people like us? You don't even 
know us,"' Mrs. Clinton 
recalled. "She said, 'I don't have 
to know you to know I hate you.' 
And I've never forgotten that." 

Hers wasn't a racial incident, 
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie 
was of Eastern Eur opean 
descent, and s he .considered 
Hillary Rodham a "rich, WASP­
Y type." Those kinds of "non­
black-white" tensions also need 
to be addressed, for they are a 
larger problem than many 
believe, Mrs. Clinton said. 

"The black-white issue has to 
be the focus because it's the 
unfinished business of Ameri­
ca," she said. "But I think we 
c~n help people understand it 
better if they see it as part of the 
overall dilemma of bigotry and 
prejudice that we have to con­
tend with." 
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Above, First Lady Hillary : 
Rodham Clinton is 
su.rrounded · by the · 3~ 
members_ of a student panel 
she lead in discussion about 
racism during Team 
Harmony IV in Boston:-:-­
On the right, First Lady Hill­
ary Rodham Clinton listens to 
Cl.audy Paul talk about his 
first experience with~ racism 
during a panel discussion 
with New Engl.and school 
children. (AP Photos) 



First lady talks prejudice • 
Ill Boston 

BOSTON (AP) - The rnauer-of­
facc ione in Arny Coran's voice 
belied Lhe pain she fell lhal day when 
someone al her soccer game shouLed 
lhe joke she recounted Tuesday to 
firsl lady Hillary Rodharn Clinton. 

" There were lhese four boys .... 
Then one said, 'What's Lhe difference 
bclween a Jew and a pizza? A pizza 
doesn't scream in lhe oven,"' Arny 
said, as sighs of shock rippled among 
lhe thousands of teen-agers lisLening 
in FleetCentcr sports arena. 

''Why do you think young people 
say thµigs like that? What's going on 
in their heads?" Mrs. Clinton asked. 

" Ignorance!" shouted a boy deep 
in the upper-level seais. 

"Insecurity!" yelled someone 
else. 

So it wenl for .an hour as Mrs. Clin­
lon engaged Boston-area youth in a 
discussion aboul bigouies far older 
than any of them. It was the type of 
candor thal President Clinton soughl 
- but didn't get-when he kicked 
off his national dialogue on race in 
Akron, Ohio, ·lasl week. 

In an-interview, Mrs. Clinton said 
the responses in Akron were probab-
1 y less forthcoming because "people 
feel overwhelmed by the rare.initia­
tive." She sugges~· that there be a 
focus on "those liUle things that 
creale human COl\llections." • · 

"Helt so·stunned," said Claudy 
Paul, a senior at a m0$tly·white high 
school, who told ~rs. Clinton a 
schoolmaLe used a racial slur one day 
as he boarded a school bus. 

'!,Djlyou ever try IO sit down and 
Lalk· with'.that young man?" Mrs. 
Clinton asked. ·,· . · . . 

"Yes"I dill/' Ciaudy repµed. "He 
said; 'I'mfsorry,'_ and 'some ·of my 
best frieJ1ds."~;.~lack.' My ~om W:1$. 
Leltin·g me h9w--tciqi:st.~e:_i,chool was. 
I did QOt~wa,nt·-tt' believ~_,her. Then 
that 'iiapperi:ed 0to mi••; 

One student· asked .Mrs. ,Clinton 
whetti&r' ,,,.she:. thought. -aftrrmative 
action !lad-helped ·or hurt American 
race relations. She replied that it had 
done both, ·by uplifting poor minori­
ties and by being "misconstrued and 
misunderstood and used in a negative 
way." 

Since candor was contagious, the 
first lady told of her own brush with 

prejudice. 
She was about 13 xears old and 

she, too, was on the soccer team. It 
was very cold, so she tried to make 
small mlk about the weather with the 
goalie, who replied, "I don't care if 
you're cold. I wish people like you 
would freeze."' ,.... 

I , 

" I said, 'How can you hate people 
like us? You don ' t even know us," 
Mrs. Clinton recalled. " She said, 'I 
don' t have Lo know you to know I 
hale you.' And I've never forgotten 
that" 
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WMS students attend 
,Team Harmony IV 
By Arleen Jaracz 
West Middle PAC 

Students representing West Middle 
School attend~, TP.am Harmony IV on 
Dec. 9 at the FleetCenter. The school rep­

resentatives were selected to reflect the 
school's diversity in gender, ethnicity, race, 
religion, and other interests. 

This year's attendees were: Kristina Arau­
jo, Stephanie Krivelow, Kristen Moffitt, 
Pauline Jun, Laura Goldstein, Lauren Mur­
ray, Liza Roberts, Mike Gibson. Mike Klein­
man, Jennifer Flemming, Kate McCormack, 
Jennifer Green, Adam Edelstein, Hannah 
Goidstein, Meredith Smidt, Jeffrey Smidt, 
Keiko Yoshida, Kelly Beatty, Mike Dwm, 
Natasha. Pakravan, Emily Robbins, Bristol 
Konjoian, Dave Fielding, Ariel Gold and Jeff 
Sandman. 

Team Harmony was developed by former 
Boston Celtics' assistant coach Jon Jennings, . -

chance to make a dif. 
executive director of ference. This year's 
the Anti-Defamation , event featured a visit 
League of New Eng- by First Lady Hilary 
land, and Rick Ren- Clinton, athletes 
don, senior partner from New England 
of the Rendon Group. professional sports 
They developed the teams and dramatic 
Team Harmony con- presentations by the 
cept as a testimony to Wang Center's 
Jennings' friendship YoW1g At Arts pro­
with the late Boston gram. 
Celtic Reggie Lewis. 
Lewis and his friend, 
Jennings, had want-
ed to create an event 
which would help 
young people realize 
that regardless of 
their backgrounds, 
they needed to learn 
to respect each 
other's differences. 
Team Harmony, 
attended by thou-
sands of Massachu-
setts school represen-
tatives, is a multime-
dia event combining 
entertainment, edu-
cation, interactive 
dialogue and inspira-
tion based on a phi-
losophy of a "team" 
effort to overcome 
bigotry in our co.n-
mllllities. It is driven 
by the belief in giv-
ing young people a 



. . .... · Photo by Luo Adebberger 

This,-rears West Middle att:enciees,at.the·.~ ~.9.Team Harmony IV were, from left: 
Natasha:J>akra~·Laura:Go~Sfepb~'riie'"Kiivelow, Emily Robbins, Ariel Gold, 
Keiko Yoshida; (middle row) Meredith Smidt;-Hannah Goldstein, Kristina Araujo, 
Lauren Murray, Mike Kl~inman; (back row) Sandy Lunt (health teacher), Kristen 
Moffitt, Liz.a Roberts, Kate McCormack, Bristol H;onjoian, Jennifer Green, Jeff Sand­
man. Adam Edelstein, Jennifer Flemming, Pauline Jun. Not in the photo: Mike Gib­
son. .JeffreY. Smidt JrellY. ~~-~~.O\U111. and Da.v:e. Fielding. 
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Editorials 
Drury fakes stand against intolerance 

The struggle over intolerance,- it can be ar­
gued, has largely shaped this nation's history, a 
struggle that is ongoing, even in the Berkshires. 
Since the elimination of racial, ethnic, religious 
and . gender bias begins· with our youth when 
prejudice can become ~ardened ~to a habit of 
thought, Drury High School, its students and 
faculty have received national recognition for 
the Diversity Committee which for the past two 
years has sought to make Drury students aware 
of racist, homophobic and gender prejudice atti­
tudes and expressions - implicit and explicit -
and has, established a disciplinary ;>~ure to 
combat prejudice. Ori Tuesday, Drury's Di.versity 
Committee was one. of fi~ New ,England high 
school programs honored· in Boston by First 
Lady Hillary Clinton for promoting tolerance. 
Intolerance is too often tolerated, but a group of 
students and guidance .counselor Anne French 
found any sign of bigotry at Drury unacceptable 
and did something about it. Their example 
should be followed by other area schools. 



-The Gardner News 
December 11, 1997 

. News photo by JOHN PIKE 
TEAM HARMONY - First lady Hillary Rodh~m-Clinton speaks to the large gathering of Team 
Harmony at the Fleet Center in Boston on Tuesday. A number of students from the Grealer 
Gardner area were among those in attendance. A story on their reaction appeared on page 1 
of the· Dec. 1 o edition of The Gardner News. 
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Students attend 
harmony event 

These Middle/High school students at­
tended the Team Harmony event in Boston, 
Tuesday, Dec. 9. 

Devin Connolly, Josh Small, Jim Mccar­
ron, Emily .Granholm and Emily Soucy. 
Sean LaBelle, Jeff Anderson, Sandy Kereak­
aglow, Ryan Moody and Emily Riggi. 

Zach Smith, Darah Spencer, Shannon 
MacDonald, Nicole Arsenault and Jillian 
Kelley, Melika Bessoud, Mike Bonjiorni, 
Amber Terrell, Mike Bond, Dena Spencer 
and Justin Shepard. 

Kim Ford, Emily Chaloner, Beth Jackson, 
Megan Wyman, Je·nnifer Gibbs, Barb 
Kowalski, Sue Denton, Karen Rowe and 
Judy MacDonald. 

First Lady Hillary Clinton was one of the 
featured speakers at the event, which fo­
cused on how young people can overcome 
differences and work together to improve 
their schools and communities. 



The Sun Chronicle 
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Tri-County students 
attend Team Harmony 

FRANKLIN - Tri-County Re­
gional High School was repre­
sented at the Team Harmony IV 
event on Tuesday at the Fleet 
Center in Boston by several stu­
dents. 

Ted Barrett, social studies 
teacher, coordinated the event 
and accompanied the student 
delegation with fellow staff mem­
b~rs, Peter Kubiak, Candice Reil­
ly, Jane Baldi, Howard King and 
Allysa Chamberlain. 

Tri-County students who par­
ticipated included: 

Joseph Padykula, Greg O'Con­
nell, Dan Silva and Liz Langevin, 
all of Seekonk. 

Christine Bellevance Jose 
Rivera, Jen Levesque, 'Crystal 
Webber, Danielle Landry, 
Christopher Ambrose and Laura 
Estey, all of North Attleboro. 

Doug Weinburgh and Twyla 
Anderson, both of Wrentham and 
Ann Thomas of Millis. 

Also in attendance were John 
MacClennan of Plainville anq 
Joseph Byrne of Norfolk. 

The program is sponsored by 
the Team Harmony Foundation, 
Fleet Bank and Anti-Defamation 
League. 

The program's goal is to teach 
students from every background 
how they can take the initiative 
to combat prejudice and promote 
the value of respecting diversity 
in their schools and communi­
ties. 



-The Wakefield Observer 
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WHS wins state honors for diversity efforts 
Students meet with 
HiUary Clinton at 
Fleet Center 

BY JOH~ MCELHEl'iNY 
OBSERVER STAFF 

Wakefield High School was one of 
five high schools from across the 
state to be recognized this. week for 
efforts to promote diversity, at a cere­
mony at the Fleet Center in Boston 
featuring Hillary Clinton. 

The event, which took place on 
Tuesday, was called "Team Harmony 
for a World of Difference." More than 
I 0,000 high school and junior high 
school students from all over Massa­
chusetts and Rhode Island filled the 
arena. according to WHS guidance 
counselor Melissa Buttaro, who at­
tended with 25 WHS students. 

The day included an interactive 
taik between Clinton and a group of 
students about their experiences with 
pr~judice and discrimination. It also 
featured a discussion on diversity by 
four subjects - Jason. Cyrus. Mon­
tana. and Sean - from MTV·s "Real 
World." which recently ended a series 
fi lmed on Beacon Hill in Boston. 

"Team Hannony•· day also includ­
ed the recognition of five schools -
including Wakefield High School -
for their efforts to increase under­
standing of people of different races. 
cultural backgrounds. genders, sexu­
al orientations, and those with dis­
abilities. 

WHS was recognized for various 
programs last year, including a forum 
on issues of diversity in the commu­
nity, and a student and faculty ques-
1ionnaire on harassment and discrim­
ination at the high school. Some 

WHS students took part in diversity 
workshops at Salem State College 
and helped the high school host the 
TOEFL exam. for those studving 
English as a for~ign lar;guage. • -

Many of last year's events wen; or­
ganized and carried out by the 
school's Div.:rs ity Club. whi ch 
formed after a group of WIIS stu­
dents attended last year's ·Team Har­
mony .. day in Boston. Buttaro serves 
as the club ·s advisor. 

On Tuesday, \VHS students who 
made the trip to Boston rece ived 
"Team Harmony''T-shirts and "good­
ie bags," containing calendars, a CD, 
candy and other merchandise. The 
students also had their picture taken 
with Hillary Clinton. 

"It was a verv exciting day and re­
ally nice for Wakefield -to be recog­
nized for something positive; ' said 
Buttaro. 
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A LITTLE JUICE FOR THE ROAD 

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHN WAI.KER 

Diana Ramos, Fleet Bank branch manager for Wilmington, pours some Juice for North and West Intermediate 
School students Tuesday morning. The students were on their way to the Fleet Center to take part 11_1 Team 
Harmony, a program that Introduces students to the diversity In the state. 
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Boston event promotes 
r~ligious, racial harmony 
By Michael Gelbwasser 
Advocate Staff · 

BOSTON - Up on a stage 
Tuesday morning in the cavern­
ous Fleet Center, Amy, a high 
school student from Sharon, told 
First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and 10,000 local young­
sters that she had been the victim 
of anti-Semitism only recently. 

The incident, said Amy, who 
did not give her last name, oc­
cui;red on a high school ·soccer 
field in Marshfield where she and 
her teammates on her school's 
junior -varsity gir)s' soccer team 
were engaged in a game. 
Throughout the contest, Amy 
said, four boys directed anti­
Semitic remarks at the squad. 

Eventually, the referees asked 
the boys to leave. They later re­
turned, Amy said. Marshfield's 
junior varsity and varsity coaches 
took down the boys' names and 
told P..rny's coaches that the situa­
tion. would be " taken care of." 

" Nothing's pappened," Amy 
said. 

Fighting bigotry "has 
to be a joint effort of 

young people and 
older people 

together." 
-Hillary Clinton 



"This is one situation when 
young people can be the leaders 
in showing the way," the First 
Lady said. 

Several students were cited for 
their work in promoting racial, re­
ligious and ethnic tolerance. 
Rachel Burstein, a ninth-grader at 
the New Jewish High School in 
Waltham, was honored as part of 
the Youth Voice Collaborative 
Press Corps, which received the 
1997 Lewis/JeMings Award. 

The corps is a group of local 
teenagers who C(Cated The Voice, 
an on-line magazine for young 
people. The Lewis/Jennings 
Award honors youth who cross 
the barriers of race, religion and 
ethnic backgrounds and make a 
difference in the lives of others. 

Amy related her story during 
:ream Harmony rv, an interracial 
gathering of youth with the goal 
of combating bigotry and promot­
ing respect. The fourth such 
event, it was a collaboration of the 
Team Harmony Foundation, the 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B 'rith 's New England regional of­
fice, Fleet Bank and several other 
community and business groups. 
Students from the Solomon 
Schechter Day School in Newton, 
the Rashi School in Needham and 
the Maimonides School in 
Brookline were among those in 
attendance. 

Hillary Clinton, the program's 
keynote speaker, spoke with a 
panel of students, including Amy, 
who shared their feelings about 
religious prejudice and other 
forms of bigotry. Several panelists 
reported being persecuted because 
they were Jewish, or Asian, or a 
girl in what was once an all-boys• 
school or the first boy on his mid­
dle school's cheerleading squad. 

Some students said they re­
sponded to prejudice that was not 
necessarily directed· at them but 
that offended them. Josh, of 
Concord-Carlisle, said that when 
the AOL tried to introduce its 
World of Difference Institute 
pledge into his school, several 
parents wrote letters to the student 
newspaper opposing the move. 
The parents argued that the pledge 
promoted homosexuality, safd 
Josh, who reported he wrote a let­
ter to the school paper criticizing 
those parents for their concerns. 

"The town is relatively enlight­
ened ... but even there, there are 
problems," he said. 

One theme running through the 
students' anecdotes, Clinton said, 
was the perception of a poor re­
sponse on the part of the adults to 
whom the students bad reported 
hate crimes. Fighting bigotry, she 
said, "has to be a joint effort of 
young people and older people 
together." 
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MHS Students Hear 
First· Lady At Fleet 

By SHEILA K. HURST 

About 30 Mashpee High School· 
students joined forces with more 
than 10,000 others from across the 

· state this week to combat hatred 
and promote harmony. 

being a part of ~ Harmony 
taught them how to help others 
and b_ecome better people. 

"It was great to see that there 
are people out there who care 
about discrimination,'' ninth­
grader Kerry L. J esser said. 
"They said we can stop discrimi­
nation, racism and sexism, and 
that it's all up to us." 

The Team Harmony Founda­
tion, made up of members of the 
Boston Celtics, New England Pa­
triots, Boston Red Sox, and Bos­
ton Bruins, sponsored a four­
hour educational program at the 
Fleet Center designed to turn 
younger generations away from 
racism and sexism and toward 
understanding. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and the Reverend Ber­
nice King, daughter of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., were featured 
speakers at the event. 

The Mashpee students se­
lected to attend the third annual 
Team Harmony gathering· at the 
Fleet Center in Boston are part of 
the peer leaders program at the 
high school. Students are desig­
nated peer leaders each year by 
teachers and other students. Peer 
leaders then work togetber as a 
group to accomplish everything 
from introducing a new student to 
the school to helping students 
with their studies to resolving po­
tential connicts. 

Mashpee peer leaders used 
words like. "inspiring," "fun" and 
.. worthwhile'· to describe Team 
Harmony. They all agreed that 

"I thought it was great how ev­
erybody got together to accom­
prish one goal," 10-grader Megan 
.Walsh said. "You could tell every­
one was thinking the same thing." 

Team Harmony is based on the 
philosophy that it will take a 
~earn· effort to overcome bigotry, 
an9 it is drive.n by the b elief that 
young. people can make a differ­
e nce. 

Former . Boston Celtics' Cap· 
tain Reggie Lewis and former 
Celtics' Director of Basketball 
}?evelopment Jon Jennings came 
up with the idea to create Team 
Harmony several years ago. After 

Mr. Lewis's death at the age of 27, 
Mr. Jennings joined forces with 
Leonard Zakiin, executive direc­
tor of the Anti-Defamation 
League of New England, to de­
velop Team Harmony as a testi­
mony to his friendship with Mr. 
Lewis. The World of Difference 
Institute, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts and Bos-



Mashpee High School peer leaders participated in a Team Harmony event held Tuesday at the Fleet Center In Boston . Firs t 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was a featured speaker at the event, which brought s tudents from across the state together to 
talk about racism, sexism, anil other forms of bigotry. 

ton's four professional sports ones, we're the first in line who 
teams sponsor Team Harmony. can make the difference." 

Celebrities like Mo Vaughn, Ms. Clinton told the 10,000 stu-
New England Patriots football dents who attended the Team 
players and the " Real World" , Harmony.gathe ring that she grew 
cast talked to students about up in a small town where she was 
their roles in wiping out all forms not used to seeing people who 
of hatred. happened to be different from 

"They had people that we look her. 
up to come out and talk about rac- ! "Once she got_ out into the 
ism," 10th-grader Nicholas A . . world. she realized that there 
Brum said. "They told k,ids that were all different types of peo­
it's hot right." pie," Nicholas said. "She saw how 

"Mo Vaughn talked about ra- unfair it was when people said 
cial issues and how we can make negative things to each other, just 
a difference," 10th-grader Arthur because they were different.·· 
R. Joia said. '·He said we're the As part of the e\·ent. Ms. · 

Clinton talked with a group of 
about 20 students on stage; and 
listened to their stories of sexism 
and racism. One gir l from Sharon 
said she was playing soccer one 
day when some kids on 'the other 
s ide of the goal started ca lling 
her names because she is Jewish. 
She talked about how much the 
names hurt her. A boy also 
shared his story about trying to 
join the cheerleading team at his 
school, and that a ll the students 
laughed at him. 

"They talked about different 
situations in their lives, and jokes 
that were directed toward them," 

CPholograph by Amy Riley) 

Megan said. "Hillary told every­
body to stand up for themselves 
and not to be victims of racism or 
hatred." 

".Most of the speeches had a 
story to them," Arthur said. "A lot 
of the speeches moved the people 
in the audience, you could te ll by 
how they clapped and respond­
ed." 

Performances by musical 
groups, like " Blessed. Union of 
Soul," ~ntertained students in be­
tween the speeches. 

" I think it was good because 

Continued ont~ge-12 



-MHS Students At Fleet 
■ Co,ntinued 

they weren't just singing, there 
were messages in their songs,'' 
Kerry said. "They were getting 
their points across about racism." 

''There was a lot of music that 
basically made you stand up in 
your seat and -dance," Arthur 
said. 

Students agreed that they 
learned things like how to be­
c·ome better people from the 
Team Harmony experience. 

·•1 think it was worth being 
there," Arthur said. "They ex• 
plained how hard it is to talk to 
family members or other people 
about racism, but we still have to 
get the message across.'' 

''They talked about how jokes 
can hurt." Nicholas said. --1 never 
realized that, even if you're just 
joking, you could be offending 
someone, so I learned that you 
should watch what you say." 

" I learned you can d·o anything 
you want to do," Megan said. "If a 
girl in school wants to try out for 

. football, they should let her. I 
would try ou t if the boys weren't 
so big." 

"The whole message was that 
you just can't give up, even if 
there is racism and sexism out 
there." Kerry said. "We have to 

get together with people, and 
learn from each other." 

Ninth-grade students who be­
came part of Team Harmony were 
Amanda Diliddo. Katie Duch­
emin, Chris Farrell. Jeanette 
Filling, Rochelle F itch, Megan 
Grady. Terri Lee Hakala, Kerry 
Jesser, Susan Langill. Shannon 
Lee, Samuel Mauro. Stuart P,1-
asche. Caitlin Paler mo, Eileen 
Pecci. Leah Rowe and Ashle:Y 
Stewart. 

Tenth-graders who attended 
the event were Jamie Barreira, 
Nick Brum. William Button. Le• 
onard Goldman. Ryan Grady, 
Alissa Hufnagel. Arthur Joia, Sa­
rah Kemp. Steven Labreck, 
Sheila Lentell. B-rian Pecci. Jer­
maine Reid. Eri;<a Scanlon and 
Megan Walsh 

PeH · l.:Jd':'t· .1dnsers Janet 
Krask-:;uskilii. '.!a e Cushing and 
Patricia ;1I. farrell chaperoned 
the students ·.\·ith p:irent Janet 
Walsh. 

Ms. Farrell. who is a new part· 
time guidance counselor at the 
high school th is school year. said 
Team Harmon~· seemed to hold 
the students· interest. 

" I think it re.il ly did what it set 
out to do:· she said. -- Hopefully, 
the .kids will gc out and spread 
the word now." 



The Middlesex Sunday News 
December 14, 1997 

State· 
.. 

Mrs. Clinton.-taJks 
• •' ~ F • - -

with local students 
Mic~el&~itz w;s· in fifth grade when: he first felt 

discrimination, theFrainingham High School freshman 
told Iirsflady Hillary Rodham Clinton Tuesday. 

"Kids wrote swastikas on the bathrqom walls," Hur­
witz said. 

Upset by the incident; he tol4 the school's principal, 
who called an assembly:-The ·discriniinagon continued 
for. a "few weeks," Hurwitz recalled, the~Jt!'.!ied down. 

Hurwitz's aneci:iote~ju.stoneMrs. Clinton lieard 
about discrimination. racism and sexism this w~ekat 
the FleetCenter in Boston. · . · · ' · · 

The first l~dy joined about 10,000 New Engiand stu­
dents at the fourth annual Team Harmony rally. Metro­
West schoois tl{at participated in the event included 
Framiiighani;Hudson,:Mai-lborough; ~ard. Frank· 
lin Na~~"· ~ionJ3oxboro,ugb, an~-~~~:• ... •13~ down bartjers. and changing he~ and . 
minds is themcistfmportant work we need ·to do in our 
country ahdour Y?Orld," Mrs. Clinton told the energetic 
audience. 

, , . •.NEWS PHOTO BY KEN McGAGH 

First lady Hillary.Clinton d~llvers the keynote 
speech at 'f eam Harmony IV at the Fleet Center In 
Boston Tuesday. 



The Sunday Sentinel 
December 14, 1997 

, Area students talk 
race with first lady 

More than 10,000 student 
voices filled the FleetCenter 
in Boston on Tuesday with a 
single vow. 

Black, Hispanic, white, Asian 
- all together they pledged to 
"stop those who. because of 
hate, would hurt, harass or vio­
late the civil rights of anyone." 

The students at Team 
Harmony IV spent the day ccle­
brating diversity. promising to 
respect differences in race, re­
ligion, culture. gender and sex­
ual orientation. 

Among those thousands of 
voices were hundre'ds from 
north central Massachusetts . 
.Fi~cp}?urg sent students from 

< the- high school, Memorial 
Middle School, B.F. l:3rown 
Middle School and Reingold 
Elementary School. 

~oining the throng were stu-
', dents . from Leominster, 

Luneribw:g· and Oakmont 
Regional high schools, 
Overlook Middle School and 
several other schools in the 
Montachusett region. 

First lady Hillary Rodtam 
Clinton was the keynote speak­
er. But instead of giving a 
speech, she discussed discrim­
ination on stage with a panel of 
32 students - one o( whom 
was Lunenburg High School's 
Megh~ Boyle. 



The Sunday Sun Chronicle 
December 14, 1997 

1 KP teen has act 
in harn1ony 

MARTIN GAVIN / THE SUN CHRONICLE 

Team member 
Joe Gibeault of Plainville took 
the stage at the Fleet Center 
last week for a Team Harmony 
rally to promote diversity and 
fight prejudice. 

BY NANCY GOULET 
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

PLAINVILLE - It was a shin­
ing moment for Joe Gibeault. 

The lights gleamed. The 
crowd cheered. The adrenaline 
pumped. And Gibeault was at 
the center of it all at the Fleet 
Center in Boston, sharing the 
stage with the likes of first lady 
Hillary Rodlfam Clinton, Red 
Sox first baseman Mo Vaughn, 
and the rock group Blessed 
Union of Souls. 

The King Philip Regional 
High School senior and 
Plainville resident was one of 
about 20 teen actors from the 
Wang Young at Arts program to 
perform for the estimated 11,000 

attendees of the Team Harmony 
event this past week. 

The fourth annual event, 
sponsored by the Anti-Defama­
tion League, focuses on promot­
ing diversity and stomping out 
prejudice. 

The Young at Arts ensemble 
performed three 10-minutes acts, 
which included a song from the 
smash Broadway hit "Rent." 

It was actually the ensemble's 
rendition, as well as their other 
skits that landed them the Team 
Harmony gig. 

Gibeault, son of Marty and 
Mary Gibeault, and the Young at 
Arts group were spotted per­
forming last May by Esta Ep­
stein, a Wang Center trustee who 
also serves the Anti-Defamation 
League. Immediately, she 



thought they fit in perfectly with 
Team Harmony's theme, said 
Cathy Chun, associate director 
of the Young at Arts program. 

"These kids are real-life mod­
els because they are living and 
practicing what Team Harmony 
is all about," Chun said. "They 
match the Team Harmony 
theme.' ' 

Young at Arts pulls together 
teens of different races and eth­
nicities from the Boston area. 
The teens develop a series of 
sketches over several months, 
which are performed in May. 

Gibeault was selected for the 
special performance for several 
reasons, Chun said. 

"He takes direction really 
well . . . and he's open-minded 
to learning new things," she 

said. Acting is all Gibeault has · 
ever wanted to do since he was a 
toddler, he said. 

" I like being the center of at­
tention," Gibeault said, flashing 
a pearly grin. " I just like to en­
tertain people." 

And Gibeault is good at it. 
" He's the next James Dean," 

said friend Michael Spencer, 18. 

Spencer and Philip Nerboso 
joined Gibeault's family in 
Boston to watch the perfor­
mance. Both friends have seen 
Gibeault perform before at 
school functions. But seeing 
their friend on the big stage was 
different. 

"They were really good," Ner­
boso said, "especially consider­
ing that the other (performers) 

were professionals." 
" I was honored to have my 

son up on that stage," said Mary 
Gibeault. "We're very proud of 
him." 

Joe Gibeault said there were 
difficulties. When the lights first 
rose, he felt a wave of panic 
wash over him. Then during the 
" We Can Work It Out" segment, 
where the actors sang the fa­
mous Beatles song of that name, 
the microphones gave out. 

But all in all, it was unforget­
table. 

" I'm just going to remember 
it as being huge," Gibeault said. 

" I'm happy to have been a 
part of (the event). I can say 
that I did something. . . . The 
word is getting out." 



The Sunday Sun Chronicle 
December 14, 1997 

Local foes of bigotry 
honored, rejuvenated 

In this season of Advent ob-
' served by Christian churches as 

the time of the coming, it was en­
couraging to see recognition given 
to progress made locally on some 
of the most sensitive moral issues 
of our times, racism and bigotry. 

On Tuesday, North Attleboro 
High School's Student Coalition 
Against Racism came in for an 
award at the ·Team Harmony con­
vention in Boston . 

T . The ~tudent',group, 
identified by an 
acronym that re­
minds us of what a 
scar racism has ·been 
on the national psy­
che, came in . for 
praise for . its large 
membership - 230 
students · are formally 

That the leadership 
· in this. endeavor 
comes from high 

school pupils 
speaks well 

for the future. ... 
committed to SCAR's ideals - and 
for the way it has reached out to 
other . schools, particularly in_ the 
Hockomock League: · 

·Meanwhile, the . league itself 
came in for praise at the conven­
tion for the way it has responded to 
the anti-Semitic taunting of. stu-

· --~~nt~_~t_ Sh¥.9.11-lp..fill.§sl!.~q~ aµd to 
other incidents of bigotry · and 
racism. 

The taunting has been appalling, 
but the reaction to it from the 
schools has largely been ·encourag­
ing. Mansfield High School has 
made a concerted effort to identify 
the most recent taunting and, act­
ing in concert with Sharon High 
School, is working hard to raise the 
entire school. communities' con­
science against prejudice. Beyond 
that, students have taken it upon 
themselves to improve communi-

. ~ations among league schools.- in 
sho.z:t, they are.wor~g hard to get 
to know each other. This is the ulti­
mate antidote for the kind of igno­
rance that produces bigotry. That 
the leadership · in this endeavor 
comes . from high sc_hool pupils 
speaks well for the future. 

On Wednesday, the Attleboro 
Council on Human Rights hosted a 
celebration of Human Rights Day 

at the Attleboro Public Library. 
The celebratioQ was conducted 

with an awareness . of how much 
work remains to be done to end dis­
crimination. Rabbi Gail Diamond 
pointedly questioned. whether the 
gap is growing between the pros­
perous and less well off in the city. 
The media was criticized for paint­
ing too rosy a picture of the rela­
tionships between races and class-

es. 



But the session 
also included the 
enunciation of an am- · 
bitious go~l by 
Charles E. Walker, 
chairman of the 
Massachusetts Com­
mission Against Dis­
crimination. "Togeth­
er I know we can, ·not 

bust break down these barriers, 
but I expect to eliminate these bar­
riers and to eliminate discrimina­
tion in Attleboro and the face of 
the Earth." 

This was a session that should 
surely have recharged the batter­
ies of all people concerned about 
hum?n _ rights ~ the Attleboro 
area. 

Energy of this sort needs con­
stant renewal. It was only days be­
fore the· · Team llarmony. ·conven­
tion, orily days before the Human 
Rights Day observance that· John 
Tague was sentenced to life in 
prison without_ parole. Tague was 
convicted of the killing of Jayson 
Linsky of Foxboro at a party last 
Halloween in Norfolk. While Tague 
headed off to prison still protesting 
his innocence, he had used the. op­
portunity to take the witness stand 
at his trial to boast that · he re­
mained a. loyal skinhead and was 
proud to be one. '. · 

Tague's days in court und,erscore 
·two facts. A peaceful society must 
guard itself against those like skin­
heads who would define them­
selves by hatreds based · on skin 
color and religion. And such 
racism and bigotry can turn mur­
derous if left unchecked. 



The Boston Herald 
December 15, 1997 

Grievance collectors on race 

We've all known grievance 
collectors, someone who 
never forgets a slight, a 

slip of the tongt!e that hurts, a 
chance remark that embarrasses. 
These grievance collectors can spit 
out ancient recollections with the 
speed and efficiency of a computer 
with a Pentium chip. 

Sometimes husbands and wives 
are like that: 

"I remember the night you 
drank too much and flirted with 
Alice's house guest .. You fell up the 
steps on the way home and the 
next morning you were so hung 
over you lost the sale." 

"That was Christmas of '84." 
"I remember." 
Some wives complain not that 

their husbands remember too 
much, but never remember any­
thing. Either complaint can make 
problems, but to "let it all hang 
out" or to "always speak the truth" 
doesn't necessarily clear the air. 
(Sometimes it merely encourages 
someone to clear out.) 

A correspondent tells Miss Man­
ners she wants the man who dis­
likes her Christmas present to tell 
her, so she can exchange it for 
something he likes. Miss Mannen; 
warns against the openness and 
honesty that sounds better in 
theory than in practice. The love 
object does not necessarily speak 
from the script you would write. 

The gift-giver, in fact, may hear 
it as an attack on her taste, her 

insensitivity, her blindness in 
never noticing that--he never wore 
the tie she gave him last Christ­
mas. 

Politeness, civility, ignoring a 
criticism and letting sleeping Do­
bemians lie can be good ideas even 
- or especially - with your most 
intimate friend. "Failure to com­
mwricate" is often a successfui 
strategy. Relentless .candor, con­
fessing the sins of the other per­
son, tutoring someone for his 0'-"11 
good, is what David Stiebel, a 
business mediator, calls ''the great 
myth of hidden hannony." 
.. "Talking can backfire,' ' h~ 

· writes in "When Talking Makes 
Things Wo~" The ~ed 
~~-for ~tter lf!lder$nding 
may :drive· people· further apart." 
It's-oft.en. _merely seH-aggfandize­
rnent to be frank, a tactic.for in-. 
aulging a sense of superiority. . 

President Clinton talked, and 
talked, and talked at his to\,lffi 
meeting on race in Alaon, spin­
ning platitudes of conviviality in 
. his desire to be "brief and blunt." 
The only time he was confronted­
with an opinion other than his own 
on affirmative action he shot back 
in anger and irrationality, bullying 
his antagonist for a yes-<>r-no an-

. swer to a multiple-choice question. 
This is what Michael Eric Dy­

son, author of "Race Rules," calls 
"racial conversation as a one-night 
stand, a cheap thrill." 

Hillary Clinton, following her 

husband's lead, joined a panel of 32 
teenagers at the Fleet Center in 
Boston before 10,UOO students to 
talk about race. She spoke about 
her own teenage confrontation 
with "prejudice" recalling an at­
tempt to make small talk about the 
cold weather with a soccer goalie. 
"I don't care if it's cold." the goalie 
told her. "I hope people like you 
freeze." 

When she told ~e goalie that he 
shouldn't dislike her because he 
didn't lmow her, he shot back "I 
don't have to lmow you to hate 
you." 

The finit lady said this taught 
her that "it doesn't always work to 
stand there and trade insults." 
She's right about that, but trying 
to reason with someone like that 
doesn't always work, either. 

Is there anybody in America 
who hasn't heard that bigol:ry and 
prejudice are bad! But reasoning 
together in a manipulal.ed national 
"dialogue" about race is at best 
naive. at worst the work of dema­
gogues. It supposes agreement on 
the easy moral attitudes, but 
doesn't do much to enhance under­
standing of complicated public pol­
icy issues like· affinnative action, 
preferences, set-asides or acade­
mic standards based on race. 

Tough decisions require pa­
tience and analysis, a thoughtful 
give-and-take. "Brief and blunt" 
makes grievance collectors of us 
all. 



Unity First 
December 15, 1997 

Area student introduces First Lady 
during diversity celebration 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton joined more than 10,000 middle and high school 
students representing public, private and parochial schools from Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island for Team Harmony IV, the interactive rally against 
racism, hatred and discrimination of all Kinds. The First Lady was introduced by 
Shoib Shaikh who is a member of the Islamic Center in Wayland and is a participant 
of the Robert Weaver Youth Leadership Interfaith Program sponsored by the Anti­
Defamation League. 

Special guests included Boston Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn, WNBA high-scorer 
Sheryl Soopes, Former Boston Bruin great, Cam Neely, and Boston Celtics co-cap­
tain Dee Brown. 

Team Harmony, now in its fourth year, is a collaborative effort of the Team 
Harmony Foundation, the Anti-Defamation League of New England, Fleet Bank, all 
five of Boston's professional sports teams and community and business sponsors. 

Team Harmony has become a national model for inspiring and empowering high 
schoot students to deal with issues of discrimination, recently earning a spot of the 
White House's web site as one of the top ten success programs in this country to 
combat discrimination. 

The White House has made race relations one of its priorities this year through 
the President's Initiative on race. 
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High schoolers travel 
to harmony conference 

By DANIEL BOUCHER 
Tribun~ Staff 

UXBRIDGE - About 40 high school 
students took a field trip last week that 
few will soon forget. 

They joined 10,000 other students 
who attended th~armony IV 
conference held at the Fleet Center in 
Boston recently. 

A lineup of celebrities headed by 
First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton 
addressed the students in an event to 
promote a message of anti-prejudice. 
Among the students, Francine 
Puckett's_ three government classes 

participated after recently finislilitg a­
section about the Bill of Rights. 

"Race is probably one of the most 
divisive issues in this country," 
Puckett said. . 

Puckett also noted today's 
Constitutio~ is interpreted differently 
from when it was first passed in 1789 
because blacks, women, and anyone 
without property were excluded. 

''We learned how to respect a lot of 
d~ere~t people and open your eyes," 
said Alicia Pincince, one of Puckett's 
students. 

Students were glad they went. Some 
were even able to make personal con­
tact with celebrities. Pincince and 
another student got to.s~ake Clinton's 
hand. 

"I screamed to her 'I love you!', and 
she screamed 'Thanks!'," Pincince 
recalled. 

Pincince also remembered seeing 
Clinton jumping up to shake a small 
boy's hand who was _up on a higher 
level. Shaking Clinton's hand and lis­
tening to her story was an experience 
she won't forget. 

"When you do that you realize she's 
a real person. You know her heart and 

soul is going into things and she's 
actually telling you her real life experi­
ences," Pincince added. 

Clinton told the audience a story of 
class prejudice she encountered when 
playing soccer as a teen-ager, the 
Associated Press Ieported. A goalie 
saw Clinton as a "rich, waspy type" 
and told her she hated her. 

When Clinton noted how she did 
not even know her, the goalie replied 
''I don't have to know you· to,know I 
hate you." · 

Another of Puc~ett's students, Peter 



Fontaine, could personally relate to a 
story like Clinton's. Fontaine said he 
used to go to a school in Pawtucket, 
R.I. when he was one of the school's 
only white students, and could not fit 
into the group. 

'Shunned by everyone else' 
"I was one of three Anglo-Saxon 

white children in the entire school and 

1 was shunned by everyone else. 
Nothing that severe, I was just not 
included," Fontaine said. 

"Having all those people there in a 
positive cause was a real good thing 
because you only hear the negative a 
lot," he said. "It really showed there 
are people that aren't like that, that 
aren't prejudiced just because of 
color." 

Students also saw the cast from the 
MTV show "Real World", the bands· 
'Blessed Union Souls' and 'Voices in 

Blue.' Some of them spent 15 minutes 
talking_ to Donna Lewis, the widow of 
ex-Boston C~ltic Reggie Lewis. 

Other students also praised the 
event. Jennifer Lynch noted the signif­
icance of a "diverse group of people 
coming together for the same reason." 

Jason Joyal added "it kind of 
reminds me. of the Olympics without 
the sports and medals. At' the 
Olympics ev~rY,one is together and 
they ~g· ),c,,"·'
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cared," added his classmate Tim 
Ha lacy. 

The ·conference's message of anti­
racism fits issues raised in government 
class, according to Assistant Principal 
Dan Stefanilo. 

"Those are all issues on the table. 
They're themes right now our presi­
dent is working toward," Stefanilo 
said. 
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AHS students join Hillary Clinton at 
the Fleet Center for 'Team Harmony IV' 
by Gina McLeod . 
STUDENT REPORTER 

They put on shows that teaches chil­
dren how to approach challenges cre­
atively and to better understand them-

BOSTQ_N - 28 ·young students selves and others. A young actor 
from Ayer H igh School set outto an ad- enthusiacticly stated "every culture is 
venture awaiting them at Team Har- beautiful," we are humans, let us break 
mony last Tuesday morning. As soon the walls. Freedom, Freedom, Free-
as ·they entered the Fleet Center, they dom." 
could all tell that th.e day would unfold The glorious theme song was per-
with laughter ·and uniting of students formed by Ray Green and his band, fol-
from all over New England, who each loy.-ed by the powerful singing of the 
had there own culture and ethnicity. National Anthem sung by a group of 

December 13, 1994, was when youngsrudentswhocall themselves the 
Team harmony mad~. it's first appear- Power Praise. 
ancc. This year was Team Harmony's Shirley Mao followed the anthem 
4th' year in Boston: Reggie Lewis and with her stat4lg of the commandments · _ 
Jon'Jennings, first came up with the idea of Team· Harmony. . 
of the historjc .evenL -Whe·n--Reggie l. I believe-ui~yself ~d my cultural 
!Jewis•dica .at the-age ·of 2'.7;-Jcnnings background.. · 
got togcther-_withl.e?narirExacum, ex- · 2. I think that 'valuing and respecting 
=tiv~direptoi:of-diei\nti-Def3IJ13tion others is moral. 
i,:~i;~~~~i:.pg~!4-alq,;1g.~th~~ ~- Im stro~fi~~o~g~· to challenge the 
A World pc Differejice -i?stitute; Blue-..... ,,ioienafaiid.lbfgotQ- in: mY. neighbor-
C ross and Blue Shield of Massachu-· hood. · 
setts,andofco~e.Boston\fourp((r The·entire arena, lit up as First 
fessiopal sports teams. · · Lady Hillary.qinton was brought up 

Team Hanriony w~ developed to on stage. Clinton. sat on . stage sur-
augment.the ongoing work'oftheAnti- ro unded by children from .different 
Defamation Lea.gue's·Naiional Anti- schools, _who each told their _experi-
Bias'-prograrii; The AWorld Of Differ- · enccs with ~igotry', racial conflicts, and 
encc lnstitute:1liis Institute is designed discrimination, while the First Lady 
to end discrimination through teacher told her views on the situations and how 
and student workshops. to make them better. She concluded by 

The show itself started off with a saying, that " we don't have to like ev-
. bang. Alpha and Omega. a group of eryone,_but we should respect them as 

young men that do certain steps and a human being." -She concluded with · 
drills for a reason. Big foot, who rep- the Anti-Defamation League's A World 
resents teamwork, stated that "they step Of Difference Institute pledge. 
to_ give God all the praise," and that As the First Lady left the 

· "there is no teamwork without love." stage, the student reporters were 
TheYoungatArts,carneoutnext brought to meet Sam Gash and Ted 

The Young· at Arts, is a arts education Johnson. Both are players f9r the New 
program that the Wang. Center for the England Patriots. When the question of 
Performing Arts sponsors. Young at racial tension on the team was brought 
Arts was founded in 1988, and was up, Gash answered "black teammates 
happy to participate in Team Harmony. tend to hang out with black teammates, 

while white teammates hang out with 
white teammates, but'that it also brings 
guys together." 

The most talked about question 
was about a female PatrioL Sam stated 
that" he would nol care aboul how 
much skill she has, h~ still would not 
let her play." Johnson just answered 
with saying "it would be weird, defi­
nitely weird." 

Team Harmony proved what it 
stood for. All of the Ayer students en­
joyed it and are anticipating going again 
next year. Those students from Ayer 
High School who attended were: 
Kelly Aponte 
Katie Becker 
April Boyle 
Katelyn Bush 
Jessica Conley 
Jessica Cronwell 
Quiana Davis 
Gennifer Denmark 
Christa Descbeneaux 
Crystal Felix 
Beth Griswould 
Antwain Kuykendall 
Gami·Malone 
Zaharah McKinney 
Gina McLeod 
Heath.er Migrants 
Damion O'Meara 
Liz Pearl 
Nick Pearl 
Jamie Peters 
Jennifer Root 
Mandy Stecich 
Jennifer Whiten berg 

. .~brisµne Wilson 

Chaperones: 
Ms. Lucille Dacosta 
Ms. Susanne Ritz , 
Philana Williams 

Jenane Sutton 
Octavia Kilpatrick 
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LO€AL:STUD~~S~att.en_d~ .l'~ ~o~y \ the value of respecting diversity with_ the schools 
IV event at Boston's Fleet Center. The program -~ and community. 
was designed to combat prejudice and promote 

. ' 
Youth·,congress promotes harmony 

Among the I 0,000 students at­
tending the recent Team Harmony 
IV eve!!t at Bost~eetCenter 

was a delegation of Somerset Junior 
High School Peer Leaders. Spon-

• sored by Fleet Bank and the Anti­
Defamati on League, this youth 

respecting diversity within schools 
and communities. The keynote 
speaker for this event was First Lady 

Hill_ary Rodham Clinton together 
with professional sports figures from 
the Patriots, Red Sox, Bruins, 
Revolution and the Women's Prof es-

congress W3$ designed to combat_ sional Basketball League. Upon 
prejudice and promote the value of returning to Somerset. students were 

charged with creating an action plan 
to promote diversity within the 
school and community. 

Students attending included: 
S.teve Braga, Chris Melanson, Mary 
Jane Mello, Casey Mulligan, Justin 
Lacava, Crystal O'Connell, Ryan 
Benevides, Megan Ariagno, Hannah 
Schmidt, Ashley Soares, Megan 
Benevides, Shanna Melanson, Lynn 
Creamer, Joanne Medeiros, Andrea 
Roussell, Caroline Shannon, Nicole 
Roussell, Holly Chagnon, Breanne 
Hague, Erika DiBiasio, Stephanie 
Flores, Daniela Fairchild, Susy Ar­
ruda, Ashley Baffaro and Katelyn 
Camara. 

Chaperones included Ms. Kim 
Sousa and Mr. Ken Day, Peer Leader 
Advisors and Mr. Ken Cwikla, 
Guidance Counselor. 
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May lesson of Christmas 

linger throughout year 

It's probably impertinent of someone 
whose favorite food is bagel and lox 
instead of Canadian meat pie or 

baked ham to even broach the subject of 
the importance of the Christmas mes­
sage, but· in the spirit of ecumenism I 
will try because it's important that even 
at least a few more people think about 
treating each other with respect, be­
cause's there's ·still too much hatred. 

For example, U.S. soldiers are spend­
ing another holiday season in Bosnia, 
acting as a dividing wall between people 
who despise· each other; the hatred 
among the factions in the former Yu­
goslavia is so strong that the U.S. gov­
ernment is afraid of pulling out the 
troops. · · 

Unrest in many African nations con­
tinues to lead to massive bloodshed, the 
turmoil in Northern Ireland just won't 

, abate, and then, of course, there. is the 
· Holy Land, whose inhabitants lead the 
way in the hatred department. 

There's no shortage of hate in the 
Middle East, where it's become a tradi­
tion for the inhabitants to despise each 
other. Not only do Arabs hate Jews and 
vice-versa, but there are some Arabs 
who hate other Arabs because some are 
Christian and some are Muslim and 

LARRY KESSLER 

there are Jews who despise other Jews 
over religious differences. That is to say 
some are ·"modern," believing in letting 
women be equal partners in the prayer 
rituals, and some. are "traditional," be­
lieving that only men should run the 
show when it comes to religion. Those 
zealots have gone so far as to stone rab­
binical students from the United States 
who dare pray . at the ·ancient Wailing 
Wall. 

Back home, the president has been 
w-ging a dialogue on racism while peo­
ple keep their separate ways amid out­
breaks of both blatant and subtle forms 
of hatred. 

The more direct hatred manifests it­
self every so .often in the form of hw-tful 
slogans and words spray-painted on pub-



lie buildings or taunts heard on high 
school playing fields. The latter hap­
pened again this fall when Jewish play­
ers from Sharon were the target of 
derogatory remarks at a game in Mans­
field by people who obviously think the 
SS is a new rap band and not the en­
forcement officials for one of the most 
heinous totalitarian regimes in the histo­
ry of the world, the Nazis. What makes 
those incidents so dangerous is this his­
torical fact: the Nazis used bigoted re­
marks that robbed people of their hu­
manity as a basis for lulling the German 
people info thinking that the Jewish peo­
ple were responsible for th~ .nation's ills 
and were therefore expendable. 

Ignorance whispers 

But as ugly as such incidents · are, 
however, they are not as potentially 
damaging as the subtle forms of racism 
that go unanswered every day. I'm talk­
ing about the whispers, the remarks 
made under the guise of an ethnic joke, 
that are really not funny, but are rather 
evidence of ignorance. Every time such 
remarks go unanswered, people are al­
lowed to have their warped sense of the 
world re-enforced. 

One such incident happened to me a 

few years ago, when I stopped going to a 
barber because he referred to the owner 
of a building by a derogatory term for a 
Jewish person. The barber did not know· 
that I was Jewish, and that was precise­
ly the point, because even if he had said 
what I've· heard all too often, " that I 
don't mean you" or "You're not like the 
other Jews,'' he would not have gotten 
off the hook. 

Why? Because whether he meant it or 
not, he was perpetuating a stereotype 
and making it easier to hate an entire 
gro~p of people. If he had attacked the 
person for being an absentee landlord, 
that would have been one thing; but to 
just utter such a disparaging remark as 

. he did was inexcusable. I did not con~ 
front him, choosing instead to make a 
quiet statement, taking my business to · 
another barber. 

It's important to respond to such re­
marks, because even though they're not 
hate crimes, they're precisely what 
makes a country pliable to the race-bait­
ing politics of the Nazis in Germany in 
the 1930s. They're also the kind of re­
marks that White Supremacists in this 
country use to score points with the gen­
eral public. 

That's why, as speakers at last week's 

Team Harmony IV event pointed out at 
tneTleet Center, it's crucial to repudiate 
even so-called innocent remarks before 
they're allowed to escalate into hate 
crimes. Area students, including Korth 
Attleboro High's Student Coalition 
Against Racism, are to be commended 
for having the gumption to oppose such 
forms of hatred. 

Most of us realize the need to strive to 
be better. human beings, but what we 
might not realize is that we're not pow­
erless to stop hatred. We can start by re­
solving to refuse to accept derogatory 
remarks that are obviously not meant in 
a humorous light, and by learning how 
to disagree ·with people without deni­
grating them. 

That's something that we need to re­
member the other ll months of the year, 
but which is especially critical to recall 
at this time, when many people world­
wide make an annual effort to be decent 
human beings. 

Who knows? Maybe this year - just 
maybe - the lesson will stay with peo­
ple when January rolls around. 

LARRY KESSLER is a Sun Chronicle 
news editor. 
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Matignon students 
attend harmony event 
, BY COURTNEY O'KEEFE 

Matignon correspondent 

More than 10,000 middle and high 
school srudents gathered in the Fleet­
Center Tuesday, Dec. 9, to celebrate 
diversity. Twenty students 
from Matignon High School attended 
~arrnony IV. 

· In addition to classroom efforts to end 
prejudice within the school, Matignon 
also sponsors co-curricular programs 
like Peer Leadership and the Internation­
al Oub to raise awareness about preju­
dice and to promoiediversity. 

Joining the srudents were New Eng­
land Patriots stars Sam Gash and Ted 

• Johnson;"Biuins legend Cam Neely; 
women's basketball great Sheryl 
Swoopes; Red Sox MVP Mo Vaughn; 
and Boston Celtics captain Dee 
Brown. 

In addition, the cast from MTV's 
"The Real World," WXKS DJ Bill 
Costa, Boston Mayor 1bomas Menino 
and Fust Lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton joined the program for the fowth 
annu.al Team Harmony. 

Team Harmony is a collaborative 
effort of lhe Team Harmony Founda­
tion, the Anti-Defamation League of 
New England, Fleet Bank, all five of 
Boston's professional sports teams, 
and community and business sponsors. 
Team Harmony began as a vision be­
tween the late Boston Celtics captain 
Reggie Lewis and Jon Jennings, a for­
mer Celtics assistant coach and scout­
ing coordinator. After Lewis's tragic 
death, Jennings joined forces with 
Leonard Zakim, executive director of 
the Anti-Defamation League, to estab­
lish this event to break down preju-

dices and promote harmony. 
At Team Harmony IV, teenagers 

heard inspiring words from Vaughn, 
who stated, ''We are all the same, no 
matter what color we are or where we 
come from" With that, Jackie Robin­
son's No. 42 was raised to the rafters of 
the FleetCent.er after srudents viewed a 
video hosted by WCVB's Mike Lynch 
on the courageous sports figure who 
broke racial barriers as the first black 
baseball player in the major leagues. 

Following this ceremony, Shirley 
Mayo fro·m the Anti-Defamation 
League stepped onto the stage and 
asked students to make three state­
ments prof!ll_Sing that they will be 
against violence and that they will 
value other people's differences. 

After students made the -statement, 
Mrs. Clinton took the stage, while a 
recording of U2's "In the Name of 
Love" played loudly throughout the 
FleetCenter. A pre-chosen panel of stu­
dents was able to sit with First Lady 
Clinton, tell her stories of their experi­
ence of racism, and even ask questions. 
"We can learn a lot from each other 
when we respect each other," said Mrs. 
Clinton after one student told his story. 

Awards were given to different 
Massachusetts high schools for their 
commilJlleDt .to ending discrimination. 
Participating schools are encouraged to 
use information and ideas generated by 
Team Harmony to promote programs 
to combat prejudice. 

Teenagers at T~m Harmony IV 
learned that they can make a difference 
if they make an effort. "It's up to you to 
lead us in this struggle," said Jennings. 
"As long as there is one person being. 
discriminated against, we are not done.'· 
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Murrell joins 
Team Harmony 

Eleven thousand students from 
350 high schools and middJe 
schools across the state gathered at 
the FleetCenter to participate in the 

counh annual ~Hannony event 
last week. 

Cambridge resident Roben Mur­
rell Jr., an an teacher at Newton 
Country Day school, was selected to 
participate at event with five New­
ton Country Day students. Team 
Harmony, "the largest interracial 
gathering in the country," is recog­
nized as one of the top IO nation­
wide programs designed to promote 
racial bannony and diversity. 

Frrst Lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton was the keynote speaker along 
with Red Sox player Mo Vaughn 
also numbering among the guest 
speakers. 

"It was an exciting experience," 
said Murrell. "Many school pro­
grams designed to combat racial 
discrimination and prejudice we al­
ready have in place at Newton 
Country Day, but we learned how 
we can build on them. We_appreci­
ated Mrs. Clinton's attentiveriess to 
the issues surrounding racial discord 
and ethnic stereotypes 

In addition to teaching studio 
an, media -and technique, fine and 
applied an, sculpture and plfofog-· 
raphy, Murrell is also the modera­
tor for the Newton Country Day 
chapter of PRISM (People for a 
Racially Inclusive Society of Mul­
ticulturalism). 
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Students, First Lady, 

Celebrities Advocate Racial Harmony 

b~ Phyllis_fu>rdon Koppel 

CHATHAM -- Breaking racial boundaries through 
education and teamwork was the theme as 25 high 
school students from Chatham joined 10,000 others 
from throughout the state for Team Harmony IV on 
Dec. 9. -

The event held at Boston's Fleet Center was the 
culmination of a year-round effort in schools to bring 
about change, to promote the value of respecting 
diversity, and to unite in a stand against prejudice 
and hatred. The program was developed by Joa 
Jennings, former Boston Celtics' Assistant· Coach/ 

Scouting Coordinator, the Anti-Defamation League, 
and The Rendon Group as a testimony to Jennings' 
friendship with Boston Celtic Reggie Lewis. Before 
Lewis' tragic death at the age of 27, he and Jennings 
were working on an activity which would help young 
people realize that regard less of their backgrounds, 
they needed to learn to respect each other's differ• 
ences. The day included entertainment, education, 
interactive dialogue, and inspiration based on a phi­
losophy of a "team" effort to overcome bigotry. 

This year was particularly special because First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton attended. One of the 
teacher chaperones, Pat Vreeland, said, "It was a 
wonderful experience - to see what is being done in 



other places on the Cape and in the state. We need to 
do more work here in terms of exposing kids to the 
diversity they will encounter when they go across the 
bridge. We need to be more pro-active • to recognize 
the diversity in Chatham and worldwide. We could 
also explore the diversity we have in our own back­
grounds. In cities there are neighborhoods- that 
.sustain cultures, but on the Cape it seems that many 
people consider themselves solely 'Cape Codders.' 
Hillary Clinton did an excellent job. She conducted 
an open forum where kids discussed bigotry they had 
experienced or witnessed. The forum seemed truly 
open and non-rehearsed. She brainstormed with 
them very well, personalizing her comments, recog­
nizing the Boston and local areas." 

Sports celebrities Mo Vaughan, Cam Neely, Sheryl 
Swoops, and MTV stars, bands, and other students 
addressed the conference. Two of the the most im­
pressive speakers, according to Ms. Vreeland, were 
the students near the end of the day who explained 
what is being done in their communities to combat 
prejudice. One award was given to a school that 
created a web site to combat racism. Junior Becky 
Spencer said, "The web site was a -good idea because 
one of the reasons for bigotry is ignorance. And it is 
important to become educated about different cul­
tures. This was one of the most important themes of 
the day." She said, "The beginning of the day was 
especially effective. Bands played and got the entire 
Fleet Center filled with 10,000 students into it. Songs 
were about harmony and getting rid of bigotry. There 
was lots of audience participation. The conference 
gave us ideas about how to combat.racism. Team 
work was emphasized. Mrs. Clinton's advice about 
not going along when peers tell offensive jokes or use 
racist language was good." 
Another junior, Heather Baker, thought the experi­

ence was ~very worthwhile. ·one of the highlights was 
the performance of the song 'I Believe' by the music 
group, ·Blessed Union Of Souls.· ·Jt was the big bit 
along with the presentations of the cast ofMTV's Real 
World." She said, ~eople in Chatham and most of the 
Cape are much the same. Students do not realize, are 
not in touch with the real world. College could be a 
shock for some people. This event helped u s to see 
more, become more aware of other races and cul­
tures." 

Next year Chatham ninth grader Julia Marsh and 
teacher Jenny Wallace will attend a workshop at the 
ADL's "A World Of Difference Institute" in prepara­
tion for Chatham's "World Of Difference Week." From 
March 29 -April 4, 1998, students in Chatham schools 
will be participating in events that explore diversity. 



The Carver Reporter 
December 18, 1997 

Teen meets First Lady ___ . 
Carver High senior 
selected to be on stage 
By David Hannon ~ 
MPG Newspapers _ 

As one of the· top-ranked 
students in the senior class, 
Crooks was the obvious 
choice~ 

CARVER- High schooJ·senior John 9rooks got a 
pleasant surprise last week when he was selected to 
meet First Lady Hilary Roclham Clintop as part of receiving several academic awards, Crooks recently 
the Team Harmony event at the Fleet Center in received early acceptance to Williams College to ma-
Boston on Dec. 9. . jor in English. . 

Crooks was selected as a delegate when organiz- "I was part of a panel of about 3_0 s~?ents who ~ot 
ers of the event called director of pupil .personnel ~ have ask the First ~dy ~ue~ti?ns,. Crooks s3:1d. 
f:~?T Sc~ft .. to1.ask for-: ~· v.olunteer. ~'We've started 

I 
cyJe ,~ed about fighting . discnrmnation and preJu-

::.•:711ring wit.b•the World· of .Difference''foundation for -· dice. . . . 
• staff diversity, training so when .they had an opening , Founded by fo~er. Celtic Reggie I:.ewis, the Team 

they called us" Scott said . · Harmony event is sponsored by Fleet Bank-and the 
Org~ers 'fried to gather an ethnically· diverse Anti-Def3;ma~o~ ~gue of New Eng_land and seeks 

group of ·stud~ts to participate in the program. to ~~d discnnunation through teacher ·and student 
"They said they miscounted the number of students training workshops. Over 30,000 students and faculty 
to be on stage.with the First Lady and they needed a · from Massachusetts, New Hampshire·, and Rhode Is­
white, male, lrish'-American student who was articu- ' land have attended Team Harmony events. 
late and able to get .up to Boston that afternoon to ;. Crooks said the 10,000 onlookers at the Fleet Cen­
meet with the secret-s1:rvice," Scott said · . -~ter made hiin a little nervous but he still ·enjoyed the 

As one of the top-ranked students in the senior 45 minute discussion. "There were students from 
class, Crooks was the obvious choice. In addition to Boston and all over the state," Crooks said. 
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Hillary, Boston Youth Discuss Race 

BY SONYA ROSS 
AssocIATED P RESS W RITER WASHINGTON (AP) 
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton says little by 

little, more Americans will express their true feel­
ings on race as her husband's campaign for racial rec­
onciliation continues working its way through the 
country. In an interview Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton com­
pared President Clinton's national dialogue to medi­
cine that needs time to work. She spoke after her own 
dialogue with Boston-area teen-agers who expressed 
their encounters with racism more frankly than did 
the group that spoke with the president last week in 
Akron, Ohio. The first lady said Tuesday's discussion 
was blunter because the audience was younger and 
had been talking about racial issues long before she 
met with them. "I think people can get overwhelmed 
by the idea of the race initiative," Mrs. Clinton said. 
"They need little pieces that they feel areaoahle for 
them." She encouraged an emphasis on "those little 
things that can create a human connection" between 
people of different races. Not everyone will attend the 
race discussions, "but everyone can make more of an 
effort," she said. As the president did at the Univer­
sity of Akron, Mrs. Clinton focused on attitudes among 
young people. As in Akron, there was no real diver­
gence of opinion in Boston. '°That didn't bother me," 
Mrs. Clinton said. ''Telling their own stories was a 
big part of educating their peers ." She asked several 
questions of the 32 teen-agers who joined her on stage 
to get them to say how they felt or what they did when 
they encountered racism. She asked whether any of 
them had family members who were prejudiced -
some indicated they did - and if efforts like Team 
H3:I"_!lli)ny had changed any of their perceptions about 
people of other races and ethnicities. The discussion 
was part of an annual anti-racism rally of Team Har­
mony, an initiative begun by Boston-area professional 
sports t eams in 1994 to help middle- and high­
schoolers combat bigotry. But mostly, Mrs. Clinton 
listened to students like Tonderai Tabaziba, ·who said 
she was confused by stereotypes, andAmy Coran, who 
recounted an anti-Semitic joke that someone shouted 
at her soccer game one day. "Why do you think young 
people say things like that? What's going on in their 
heads?" Mrs. Clinton asked. "Ignorance!" shouted a 
boy deep in the upper-level seats. "Insecurity!" yelled 



someone else. Mrs. Clinton continues her travels to­
day, speaking at the United Nations to open its year­
long celebration of the signing of the declaration of 
human rights. In Boston Tuesday, one student asked 
her whether she thought affirmative action had 
helped or hurt American race relations. She replied 
that it had done both, by uplifting poor minorities 
and by being "misconstrued and misunderstood and 
used in a negative way." Since candor was contagious, 
the first lady told of her own brush with prejudice. 
She was about 13 years old and on the soccer team. 
It was very cold, so she tried to make small talk about 
the weather with the goalie, who replied, "I don't care 
if you're cold. I wish people like you would freeze."' "I 

said, 'How can you hate people like us? You don't 
even know us,"' Mrs. Clinton recalled. "She said, 'I 
don't have to know you to know I hate you.' And I've 
never forgotten that." Hers wasn't a racial incident 
Mrs. Clinton said. The goalie was of Eastern Euro'. 
pean descent, and she considered Hillary Rodham a 
"rich, WASP-y type." Those kinds of "non-black­
white" tensions also need to be addressed, for they 
~ a !arger problem than many believe, Mrs. Clinton 
said. 'The black-white issue has to be the focus be­
cause it's the unfinished business of America " she 
said. "But I think we can help people underst~d it 
better if they see it as part of the overall dilemma of 
bigotry and prejudice that we have to contend with." 
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Pope John 
Students 
In rally 

On Tuesday, December 9, 1997, 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clilr 
tonjoined more than 10,000 mid­
dle and high school students from 
public, private and parochial 
schools from Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island for 
TEAM HARMONY IV, the larg­
est interracial gathering of youth 
dedicated t.o combating mgotry 
and promoting respect Over 30 
Pope John students were joined 
by principal s. Kristin Hokamon, 
S. Mary Bedard and Michael 
Passirussi, who served as chaper­
ones at this national model for in­
spiring and empowering high 
school students t.o combat racism. 
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Marlborough High students 

attend Team Harmon,1 
Twency-sevcn 

----- Marlborough High 
School students 
were among 
10,000 from 
throughout New 
England· who at­
tended the fourth 
annual ~Har-

Mary Wenzel m9ny rally held 
- ----- rec1mtly at the 

Marlborough Fleet Center in 
Sampler · Boston. F irst Lady 

HIiiary Clinton was 
the keynote speaker and other ce­
lebrities included: Mo Vaughn, Cam 
Neely, Sam Gash and Pervis Ellison 
as well as father-son marathon team 
Dick and Rick Hoyt . The faculty 
members attending with the stu­
dents included: Unda Perez, peer 
mediators adviser; Mary Carlson, 
peer mentors adviser and peer in­
tervention team coordinator; John 
Fader, SADD adviser; Rich Brfssette, 
peer leader co-adviser: and Usa 
Roach, peer leader co-adviser and 
Panthers for Peace adviser. The 
event was reported on by the local, 
state and national media and otrered 
those attending the opportunity to 
raise awareness of bigotcy, racism 
and discrimination in society. 

V 
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Eleven thousand students from 
350 high schools and middle schools 
across the state gathered ai the 
FleetCenter to parficipate in the 
foui;th annual illlDl lf a.r:mony ev1?nt. 
Hyde Park resi9eot, Alexia Whit~.a 
sophomore' if'Newton: Coubtryll~.,ta 
Sacred Heart School, was selected t~ 
represent Newton Country Day at ihe 
December 9th model event. Team 
Harmony, " the largest interracial 
eathering in the coun~.!.t," is 

recognized ·as one of the top ten· 
nationwide programs aesigned to 
promo"te racial harmony and 
diversity: Hilary ·Rodham Clinton 
was the keynote speaker at .the ,1997 
Team Harmony public dialogue_ on 
race, with· .. Red Sox player, Mo 
Vaugh.tr also numbering ~ng 4he 

- ~ guest speakers. , · · -

"It was an.~xcit-ing -exp~rlence. 
Many school programs designed to 
combat racial discrimination and 
prejudice'we already ha~.e in,pla~e al 
Newton Country Day, but'.:we·1eknec1 
h~w we can build on .them. · We 
appreciated Mr:s. · . .Clint~n•s 
attentiv·eness to th_e . i:ssues 
surrounding racial ai~c-~t~ and 
ethnic stereotypes, 'I said .(ieiili. · 

Alexia is also a· member. ~f the 
Newton Country D~y chapter ~f 
P.R.I.S.M. (People for a Ra'dally 
Inclusive Society of ~ulti, 
Culturalism). .', • 
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MarbJ~!t~zesj~,~~fearl: -·. 
Annis, ~l_o~g. w1tti 14 9ther 
members of the Wang Center 
Young Arts Drama Club, per• 
formed at the FleetCenter on 
Dec. 9. Fi;st Lady Hilary Clin­
ton was_.the ~eynote speaker 
for the occasion, sponsored 
by the Anti-Defamation 
League under the theme 
"Team Harmony:' 
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Hillary says 
Americans 

wilI:express true 
feelings on race 

first Lady in 
Boston with 
Team Harmony 

Assoc!ATED PR£ss 

WASHINGTON (AP) - First 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
says little by little, more 
Americans will express their 
true feelings on race as her hus­
band's campaign for r acial rec­
onciliation continues working its 
way through the countcy • -

In an interview Tu~ Mrs. 
Clinton compared President 
Clinton's national dialogue, to 
medicine that needs time to 
work. She spoke after her own 
dialogue with Boston-area teen­
agers who expressed their 
encounters with racism more 
frankly than did the group that 
spoke with the president last 
week in Akron. Ohio. 

The first lady said Tuesday's dis­
cussion was blwiter because the 
audience was younger and had 
been talking about racial issues 
long before she met with them. 

"I think people can get over­
whelmed by the idea of the race 
initiative," Mrs. Clinton said 
"They need.little pieces that they 
feel are doable for them." 

She encouraged an emphasis on 
"those little things that can create 
a human connection" between 
people of different races. Not 
everyone will attend the race dis­
cussions, "out everyone can make 
more of an effurt," she said 

As the president did at the 
University of Akron, Mrs. 
Clinton focused on attitudes 
among young people. As in 
Akron, there was no real diver­
gence of opinion in Boston. 

''That didn't bother me," Mrs. 
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. Firstlady.Hillary Rodham ·cuntor(listens to about 10,000 school children before a panel discussion, 
with New England school child~r:i, qpring Team Hannony IV in Boston, Tuesday. 

Clinton said. "Telling their own 
stories was a big part of educat­
ing their peers." 

She asked several questions of 
the 32 teen-agers who joined her 
on stage to get them to say bow 
they felt or what they did when 
they encountered racism. She 
asked whether any of them had 
family members who were preju­
diced - some indicated they did 

- -~d if efforts like Team 
Harmony had chang"eaaii."5' of 
their perceptions about people of 
oth~r races and ethnicities. 

' • i , .. "-.·. 

The discussion was part of an 
annual anti-racism rally of 
Teain HarmonY. an initiative 
begun by Boston-area-profession­
al sports teams in 1994 to help 
middle- and high-schoolers com­
bat bigotry. 

But mostly, Mrs. Clinton lis; 
tened to students like 'Ibnderai 
Tabaziba, who said she was con­
fused by stereotypes, and Amy 
Coran. who recounted ari anti­
Semitic joke that someone shout­
ed at her soccer game one day. 

"Why do you think young peo­
ple say things like that? What's 
going on in their heads?" Mrs. 
Clinton asked. 
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Peer:· teaders 
will be reporters, 
By Michelle Ross 

Amanda Kaslow envi'sions a career 
in journalism for herself when she grows 
up. 

A seventh grader at the Comprehen­
sive Grammar School, Amanda is one 
of about 10 student Peer Leaders in­
volved in the school's Reporters' Club. 

"I like to question people," she said, 
during a meeting of the Reporters'_ Club 
last Wednesday at the CGS. Her goal is 
to work for a newspaper in a big city or 
travel all over the world conducting 
interviews. 

As Peer Leaders, the· students per­
form_ community service work both in­
side and outside the school setting, such 
as organizing events and holding class 
elections. 

To become a Peer Leader, one must 
fill out an application, write an essay 
and get recommendations from teach­
ers. 

Peer Leaders differ. from Peer Me­
diators, which is a _group of:-:students 
who must undergo hours of traiajng to 
become conflict resolvers ~thin the 
school. 

Within the Peer Leaders, there are 
many subgroups of students, such as the 
Senior Connection, Adopt-a-Pet and the 
Rew~ers' Ch•h 
. Students m the Senior Connection 

group do various activities with local 
senior citizens, while those in theAdopt­
a-Pet group research different animals 
to "adopt". 

The Reporters' Club is made.up of 
students who write articles and essays 

for their school newspaper, The Cy­
clone News, and for The Students' Jour­
nal section·of The Methuen Journal. 

"We write about things that happen 
in the school and in the. community," 
said Ashley ·comeau, a seventh grader. 

Chad B!]sateri, also a seventh grader, 
said: "We v.!ant to help out the commu­
nity." 

Some topics featured by the Com­
prehensive Grammar School students 
includetheJ.D.DanielsMemorialWalk­
way, the Drama Club's latest produc­
tions, and current events such as Team 
Harmony IV; which took place last week 
in Boston. · 

Some members of the Reporters' Club 
attended Team,..J-larmony IV held at the 
Fleet Center last week, an event that at­
tracted Hillary Rodbam Clinton, the musi­
cal group Blessid Union of Souls, the cast 
of MTV's The Real World, and many more 

notables. 
The goal of Team Harmony is to pro­

mote peace and awareness of how to stop 
the spread of violence. 

"The stars·were.talking abou"t their ex­
periences and what to do to prevent vio-

lence," said Anita. She is one of the editors 
of the school newspaper and is a volunteer 
in the school's media center. 
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Harmony Day points out 

importance I of fighting hatred 

By EILEEN E. FLYNN 
Norlh Adams Tr.anscript 

NORTH ADAMS - When 
Conte Middle School and Drury 
High School students attended 
Team Harmony Day in Boston 
last week, they came away with 
more than a glimpse of First 
Lady Hillary Clinton and sever­
al big name sports stars. 

Lyndsay Ritter, a sophomore, 
and seventh grader Alicia 
Chenail, found they shared 
common experiences with 
teens their age around New 
England as they listened to 
other students give testimonials 
on discrimination they've 
faced. 

"A few of them brought tears 
to my eyes because I've been 
through it," Ritter revealed. 

She said she has endured 
mean-spirited teasing at school, 
but she finds initiatives to com­
bat discrimination at Drury 
have helped raise students' 
awareness and sensitivity. "In 
our school last year, we did a 
day of discussions. Since then, 
people have watched what they 

say. They're not so rude. 
They're more careful." 

For both girls, the Team 
Harmony Day at the Fleet 
Center, which was attended by 
some 10,000 other students, 
helped them realize the impor­
tance of fighting racism and 
hatred. They were impressed 
that Clinton took the time to 
discuss such issues with them 
and said they appreciated her 
sincerity in dealing with sensi­
tive . ml!tters. Clinton even 
shared her own battle with dis­
crimination. 

Chenail, chosen as one of sev­
eral Conte students to attend 
the event, composed an essay, 
recounting a testimony that 
touched her. 

"One girl's experience really 
stuck with me and made me 
feel mad," Chenail wrote. "Her 
experience was when she was 
playing soccer. A good percent­
age of her teammates were 
Jewish. When they were play­
ing, a couple of boys walked by 
her goalie and said to her, 
'What's the difference between 
a pizza and a Jew?' The answer 



to their so-called joke is A 
pizza doesn't scream when you 
put it in the oven,' referring to 
the Holocaust. This made me 
very disgusted." 

Conte counselor Nurit 
Berman, a Jew who has lost 
family in the Holocaust, said 
she was overwhelmed by the 
offensiveness of the remark. It 
called to mind an anti-Semitic 
joke made in her company 
once. The joke-teller did not 
realize Berman was Jewish, she 
said, and the punchline left her 
without words. Looking back, 
she wishes she had said some­
thing. 

That's precisely what Team 
Harmony Day and school 
groups like the Diversity 
Committee and UNITY encour­
age students..to . .do -:- speak up. 
Each month, UNITY students 
from Conte and Drury meet to 
probe themes such as alco­
holism, violence and racism. 
Ritter, empowered by her par­

ticipation in the Diveristy 
Committee, said she has made 
progress with friends and.fami­
ly members, stressing she does 
not like to hear racial and eth­
nic jokes. 

"My parents taught me 
everone is human. Everyone 
has a heart," she said. 

Ritter added she would never 
want to be the one to make oth­
ers feel bad. 

"I've never been the one to 
make jokes. I'm always the one 
to get the jokes. I know how it 
feels. I don't want to give it in 
return." 

Chenail had similar senti­
ments, but both girls agreed it 
is sometimes difficult to 
address insensitive remarks. 

North Adams students appear on stage of Fleet Center in Boston dur­
ing Team Harmony Day. 

Chenail said she is unsure how 
to ·handle the situation wben 
her uncle makes off-color jokes 
about gays and lesbi'ans. "I 
don't want to say anything to 
him because I'm afraid ... He's 
always joking ... if I say that, he 
would say something like that 
to me,'' she said. 

But, Berman maintains, 
Chenail is off to a good start by 
recognizing what isn't accept• 
able. 

"There's always been racism 

and discrimination and preju­
dice. And here's another group 
of Y!)ung folks who are takipg 
on the fight," she noted. "It's 
too bad it has to be a fight, but 
here we have a whole genera­
tion." 

As Chenail concluded her 
essay, the message Team 
Harmony sought to instill is 
"we are all human beings with 
different interests and to· take 
pride not only in what we do 
and who we are, but in every­
one else in the world." 
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Diversity group 
Twenty-five students from OCV 

attended Team Harmony IV at the 
Fleet Center'in Boston, Tuesday, 
Dec. 9. 

Members of the group have also 
attended workshops at UMass­
Dartmouth, Bridgewater State 
College and Taunton High School 
throughout the year and have re· 
ceived many awards for promot­
ing diversity awareness. 

A future goal of the Diversity 
Group is to get its own web page 
on the Internet. 
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Belchert_Qwn:High·Sc:lt.QOI students gather at The Fleet Center for a photo 
at the.1'Team:Harmoriy'; co-nference: . . 

: - . -. _;..,__,._ ... _:-:. ~-.t=-:-... ~. -

i.:e·~:~ :ffar~~!!Y·rin~t~s -New England students 
--~ . 

By"Jonathan.Meriard 
B.H:S.: 

On Wednesday, December 9, stu­
de nts fr.om - over 600 different 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
Rhode Island high school and middle 
schools gathered tog~ther, under the 
roof of the Boston Fleet Center, to 
participate in bringing bigotry and 
prejudice to an end. A tradition 
which '-has. united ~ovei,3O,000 youn_g 
people, one day a year,· for the past 
four -years. It is the only even t in 
which all major New England sports 
teams; lhe Brlllins, Celtics, 
Revolution, Red Sox, and Patriots; 
come.together to sponsor jointly. _ 

Team Harmony oegan as .a vis ion 
between late Celtics great Reggie 
Le_wis and Jon Jennings, White 
Ho.use fellow and formec·Celtics 
ass1stant coa~h. Their .. gba.f.was .. to 
create a.ii. event w~i~h:·proie'steil .<;iis­
crimination of all kinds and end the 
related tens ions becoming co'mmon­
place in schools. Af~er Lew ifs trag-



ic death, Jennings joined forces with 
Leonard Zakim. exe'cutive director 
of the Anti-Defamati9n League, New 
England. Working t~gether they cre­
ated the Team Harmony' event. 

Now i n ifs four-t h year, Team 
Harmony has engaged the participa­
tion of famous athletes such. as Drew 
Bledsoe, Rick Fox , and Dee ·Brown, 
musical legend Peter Wolf, as well 
as many other highly regarded ath­
letes and media personalities. - · 

The first three events ·were suc­
cessful beyond expectation but Team 
Harmony Four was:.to outdo them 
all. This years guests iJ1cluded ath­
letes Mo Vaughn; Pei-vis Ellison 
Sam Gash, Sher-yll Swoopes., .Mik~ 
Burns, and· Cam Neely, mu.sical 
guests "Blessed Union of Souls", 
and even the cast of MTV 's "The 
Real World". Each iGuest speaker 
delivered his/her own:personal mes-
sage on the -
battle 
against in 

society. 

. _As if sports, musical , and te le­
v1s1on stars were not enough to 
s~read the afternoon's message, the 
Fi_rs t Lady of the United States, 
Hillary Rodham Cl inton, was also 
on hand. She sat down with a panel 
o f selected studen ts from various 
schools and talked with them one­
on-one about their experiences and 
dealings with racism and prejudice 
The First Lady even shared one of 
her own experiences with racism 
when asked to do so by a s tudent 
reporter. It was a shocking yet com­
mon· s tory of hate based soley upon 
appearance. 

The fi nal segment of the day 
w~s the ~wards ceremony. During 
thi s portion of the event , special 
g ues ts present the fleet Tea m 
Ha~mony Award to the five schools 
which have shown the most effort 
tow~rds combating bigotry and pro­
motmg respect for all persons. 'this 
years recipients wee M. Marc us 
Kiley Middle School, Springfield; 
Old Colony Regional Vocational 

· High Schoo!, Rochester; Drury Hig h 
School , · North Adams; Norrh 
Attleboro High School, North 
Attleboro; and Wakefield Hig h 
School, Wakefield. 

Team Harmony Four reac hed 
over 10,000 yoi)ng minds at the 
Fleet Center that one da y. with 
hopes that the effect will spread. 
slowly but s urel y. to millions of 
other youth. The message is like a 
pebble, that when dropped into a 
pond will reverberate across the 
nation, and if s trong enough , across 
the world. IT was Robert Ken nedy 
who once said , " Few people wi ll 
have the greatness to bend hi story 
itself; but each of us can work to 
change a small portion of events , 
and in the total of all those acts will 
be written the history of this gener­
ation ." IT is up to us to create a 
society in which equality, justice, 
;and respect for a ll co lors, creeds. 
'and abilities shines brilliantl}'.,..,--'" 
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Rallying ~gainst 
discrimfnatiori 

Students join 
T earn Harmony 

By.Bradd Sky Gross 
CORRESPONDENT • 

0 
n Tuesday, Dec. 9, a 
groµp of 28 students from 
the ·Ephraim Curtis Mid­
dle Schoof and Lincoln­

Sudbury Regional High School 
joined more than 26,000 students 
from hundreds of schools across New 
England and packed the AeetCenter 
in Boston for~ T.;!_01,liarmony IV 
event . .· - · · · 
'The Sudbury grc:i~p was led by 

Betty Kornegay ofCurtis:. 
Team Harmony hasbeco,i;ne-an an­

nual multimedia celebration and rally 
where students show their support in 
fighting discrimi,nation. Jt was origi­
nally conceived 9f !>Y. tht.late Bostqn 
Celtics_~~~ggi_eµ~ 8:1,!d Jon . 
Jennings, formerly a Cel~afassistant 
coa
1 

~h.~d n?:~~. -~~}:l?~-fel-ow . ... : . ?--:-.:.._,!,L'\..-.--;, .. , - ~ •• ' 

M~rs' oft6l.Pt9r~o~ tea.ins 
inl Boston.<~e~J/ of._MTV's ,R~ 
wt>rlct;-:fuid_~ J~us1cargt9up :1_he 
Blessedl1ru.erl '(jf;Soufs .were·~oi:i' ·· 

::;-:-. • • '..... . ... ' - - . .;,t:_..- • g 
niarit other celebrities who.sffe.,ke in 
suppoiTonhe 1:ause~c{ ~_§~ 
thecrowd. - .,_ · · -

The highlight of the.event, how~v­
er, was the thorough and enlightening 
discussion between Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and :·selected ·students who 
had personal stories of discru:nination 
that they recounted. 
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Fll'St Lady Hilary Rodham canton poses for pictures with students participating In Team HaffllOOY IV, a fon.m about 
prejudice~ ~ .10,000 Massadusetts teetNgers to the AeetCenter i>ec. 9. 



''When it comes to discrimination, 
the youth of.America is more capable 
than the adults io leading the battle," 
Mrs. Climon explained after hearing 
many stories of hardship. · 

''There is a lot of bad publicity in 
the media woo( it comes to the 
young, but ·I know that America's 
youth are the best group of young 
people in.the whole world." 

"I heard aoout Team Harmony so I 
wrote about it io my book It Takes a 
Vi~ge,'! Mrs. Clinton concluded, '1 
wanted to bring-attention to a pro­
gram where all of you are working to 
understand each other better, to ex­
change your stories, to see each other 
as human ~ and to make a dif­
ference in your schools and your 
communities, and I hope·that more 
and more schools will do what you 
are doing." 

In a private interview with about 80 
student reporters, Sam Gash and Ted 
Johnson of $e New England Patriots 
and Cam Neely of the Boston Bruins 
were asked tough questions. 

'The Patriocs football team is like a 
small community that all works to­
gether, so we don't see people differ-

1 all means let them in." 
en~y," said Johnson, when asked if I 
racial slurs were commonplace with-
in his team. ' 

1bat's what I really like about , 
football," teammate Gash COOCwred I 

However, their answers differed 
when it came to the question of l 
whether or not girls should be al­
lowed to play alongside them on the 
Patriots. · · 

"Girls' bodies are built differently 
than boys. and are more frail," said 
Gash, '1 would not allow my daugh­
ter to play." 

Johnson, however, had a different 
viewpoint '1f they can compete, by 

Cam Neely was asked what moti­
vated him to lend his hand of suppon 
to the rally. 

'1 was shocked when I came to the 
USA about the racism here compared 
to Canada," Neely said. "Very little of 
it exists there." 

On the return trip from the Fleet 
Center to Sudbury, studentS on the 
bus at one point broke out into a typi­
cal round of banter, including teasing 
of other srudents. One eighth-grade 
student shouted out, "Didn't you 
learn anything today?" 

"Oh yeah," replied the seventh­
grade name caller. '1 guess you're 
right!" 
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Mansfield students 
hurt by bias charge 
Pupils' group fights anti-Semitism label 
BY RICK FOSTER 
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

MANSFIELD - Teenager! who 
attended a racial harmony forum 
keynoted by First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton felt hurt when a 
student called attention to an 
anti-Semitic incident at their 
school. 

But the Mansfield High Scllool 
students, members of a group 
aimed at combating bias, re­
turned determined to make a dif­
ference in promoting racial and 
ethnic understanding among stu­
dents. 

"It was embarrassing," said 
Someca Hanler; one of several 
members· of the Student Associa­
tion for Equality who attended the 
Harmnnv IV conference last week 

'Y 
'It just seems like 

we don't talk about 
it very much.' 
Someca Hanler, 

Mansfield student on racial 
and ethnic differences 

• 
at the Fleet Center. 

She said a student from anoth­
er school complained that " noth­
ing was done" after anti-Jewish 
insults were hurled at the Sharon 
girls' soccer team during a game 
in Mansfield last October. 



►BIAS: Students fight label 

" It's a good thing we didn't 
have a (Mansfield) sign up," said 
association member Brian 
Widrow. 

About 10,000 students attended 
the day-long conference. 

School officials say they 
mounted. a lengthy investigation 
of the incident, although they 
were unable to identify the perpe­
trators within a group of male 
spectators. The school adminis­
tration also called in experts from 
two separate anti-bias agencies 
and plans to hold training for stu­
dents. 

Members of the multi-ethnic, 
multi-racial association say 
they're not blind to the existence 
of bias either in or out of school. 
They say they hope to fight preju­
dice by promoting understanding 
between those of varying ethnic 
and racial backgrounds. 

Jamie Williams said high 
school students are planning to 
read to younger children and con­
duct other activities aimed at 
building respect for diversity. 

" Right now, we' re trying to get 
some ideas of what we can do," 
she said. 

Students say the existence of 
prejudice in their hometown is 
real enough. Both Hanler and 
Williams, who are black, say they 
have had personal experiences in­
volving bias and racial insensitiv­
ity. 

Hanler said she thinks more 
candid discussion of ethnic and 
racial differences might help im­
prove student relationships. 

" It just seems like we don't 
talk about it very much," she said. 

Students will get their chance 
to expand dialogue soon. Teacher 
Christine DiBuono, adviser to the 
association, said a group from 
Northeastern University will hold 
a special training session for asso­
ciation members, athletes and 
other student leaders next month. 
Two school assemblies are also 
planned. 

Officials hope that once stu­
dents are trained, they will serve 
as "peer mediators" and positive 
influences in promoting harmony 
at school. 



The Wareham Courier 
December 18, 1997 

Statf pt,olalBhP Thomas 

Paying attention -Wareham Middle School stud~nt Mike Miranda listens to the com­
ments of his fellow students at a meeting of the multicultural club following their trip to Boston. 



Students-meet racial issues head on 
At Teen Harmony 
coriterence at 
the Fleet Center 
By Ethan Thomas 
Siatt writer . 

1 

Students in the multicultural 
club at Wareham Middle School 
made the trip to Boston to engage 
in some straight-talk about racial 
issues in America. 

Over 50 students from the club 
spent the day at the Fleet Center 
in Boston to hear First Lady Hill­
ary Clinton and students from · ' 
around the state talk about the 
issue. 

The students who went to the . 
conference ·shared their com­
ments with teacher Sandra Bell, 
who runs the multicultural club. 

"If it wasn't for the First Lady 
being there, I don't think the turn­
out would have been so large. It 
(the conference) should have got­
ten recognition for us because it's 
about us and what we feel," said 
student Jenaya Smith. 

A comment made by WBA star 
Cheryl Swoopes stuck in the mind 
of student Hannah Gregoire. 

-"She said that the real question 
wasn't if she could play with the . 
men in the NBA, but if any of 
them could play with her," Greg­
oire said. 

"What I liked was that kids got 
up and told stories about other 
kids · our age who've ·dealt with 
racism. They have real stories to ._ 
back it up," said student Christina 
Peaslee. 

Students Amie Thimas and 
Stefanie Santiago both said the 
dialogue about ethnicity and rac­
ism in Boston .was good,. but sug­
gested that it needs to be opened 
up to all students, that- this is 
something everyone should be 
talking aboul 
. "The multi cult u ral club 

shouldn't have been the only ones 
presenl The whole school should 
have been there," Thimas said. 

Bell, who is a seventh grade 
language arts and social -studies 
teacher, said there are now close 
to 60 members in the multi­
cultural club. 

"The club has been growing 
every year, but this year it just 
doubled. The kids are wonderful 
and it is a ·place for them to 
come," Bell said. 

And Bell urges_ . Sl\!dents . of all 
ethnic groups and races to · jo1n 
the club, because issues. involving 
bigotry affect everyone. . 

"This is an open club. We don't 

Stall photo/Ethan Thomas 

All aboard -Damien Fernandes boards the bus headed for 
the Fleet Center in Boston for Teen Harmony IV, a conference 
about race that was attended by First Lady Hillary Clinton. 

want people to have the percep­
tion that it is just a club for people 
of color," Bell said. 

"I joined because I've made a 

few new friends here," said stu• 
dent Jeff Agee. 

"Plus you are the best teacher," 
he told Bell. 



The Winchester Star 
December 18, 1997 

Winchester's Burstein honored 
for promoting racial harmony 

BY Al\'DREA LINrERIS 
STAFF WRITER 

Her efforts to promote racial 
equality received recognition 
from keynote speaker Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. But that isn't 
he r· only goal. She also wants to 
inform the public about the 
inspirations and motivations of 
today's youth through quality 
writing. 

Quite a wish for one person, 
put Winchester's Rachel Burstein, 
l5, thinks she can handle it. 
Burstein was one of nine editors 
to receive the 1997 Lewis/Jen­
nings award for promoting racial 
equality last Thursday night at 
the Fleet Center. 
' "It was kind of surprising 
because being part of The Voice 
wasn't to fight _bigotry or be 
diverse - the idea was to produce 
quality writing and put the youth 
perspective out t here," said 
Burstein. "We [the editors] never 
thought of it as something that 
would unite people in regards to 
(heir skin color, culture or eco­
~omic background. I think we all 
felt united by a common vision 
of what we wanted to do - but 
its nice people thought of it that 
way." 

The Lewis/Jennings Award, 
sponsored by the Anti-Defama­
tion League of Boston, was creat­
ed by former Boston Celtics Assis­
tant Coach Jon Jennings as a trib­
ute to h is friendship with the late 
Reggie Lewis. The award honors 
youth from different racial, eth­
nic and/or religious backgrounds 
who work together to implement 
change or combat bigotry. 

Burstein is the education editor 

for The Voice, an on-line youth 
oriented magazine of the Youth 
Voice Collaborative. YVC is a 
media communication, advocacy 
and technology program for 
urban youth. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton was 
the keynote speaker at the event 
which was attended by 10,000 
middle and high school students 
throughout New England. Jon 
Jennings and Donna Lewis, Reg­
gie Lewis' wife, presented the 
award to The Voice editors. 

"I couldn't think of a better 
group," said Amy Manubay, the 
coordinator of Youth Voice Col­
laborative. "They are really united 
beyond this missipn. I was really 
psyched they [Lewis/Jennings 
Awards] came to the same conclu­
sion. They served their purpose 
well in promoting racial equality. 
Kids from different backgrounds 
can give a better impression of 
what already exists." 

The Voice is composed of about 
14 to 18 individuals ranging in 
age from 13 to 18 years old. They 
hope to educate adults on today's 
youth perspective as well as pro­
vide other young people the 
chance to voice their opinions. 

Burstein learned about the 
magazine when she joined the 
Youth Voice Collaborative four 
years ago and joined the maga­
zine when it started last year. 

The YVC is mostly comprised 
o f urban youth from different 
schools, neighborhoods and 
nationalities. Nationalities 
include African-American, Irish, 
Portuguese and different religions 
such as Catholicism and Jewish. 

" It seemed like a great opportu­
nity to gain experience reporting 

on events and to form bonds 
with others of different cultures 
which I think is really impor­
tant," said Burstein. "Winchester 
doesn't have much diversity." 

Burstein is a sophomore at New 
Jewish High School in Waltham. 
In addition to The Voice, she plays 
squash, attends student govern­
ment committees and is part of 
her school's Harvard Model Con­
gress, a mock congress put on 
each year. 

She enjoys allowing young 
people, as well as herself, the 
opportunity to educate the public 
on the thoughts and inspirations 
of young people. She helped plan 
and train reporters in the eighth 
grade and high school during the 
on-line magazine's first six 
months. 

"Rachel is remarkable: she is an 
avid reader and always hungry 
for more information. She is an 
incredible writer but I think she 
will approach legendary status 
later in life,n said Manubay. 

Burstein's writing is influenced 
by poets such as Langston Hughes 
and Allen Ginsberg as wells as 
some feminist writers such as 
Dorothy Parker and Gloria 
Steinem. Although she admires 
their writing, she does not see their 
characters as career role models. 

She believes young people today 
are affected by disagreements sur­
rounding issues ranging from 
human rights abuse in China to 
the greenhouse effect 

"The great thing about The Voice 
is we are so much closer to help 
obliterate it because we can inform 
people about it," said Burstein. 

The Voice is located at 
www.yvc.org. 



The Sunday Sun Chronicle 
December 21, 1997 

Area students give 
views on statewide 
conference, and the 
issues Of prejudice 
and diversity 



BY NANCY GOULET 
SUN CHRONICLE STAFF 

T 
heir goal is to make a difference, abolish prejudice 
and promote diversity. Recently, area students from 
Attleboro's Coelho Middle School, North Attleboro, 
Mansfield, and King Philip high schools united along 
with ll,000 other students statewide. They gathered 
with hopes of achieving harmony. 

Officially, the meeting was called the fourth annual~ Har-· 
mony Event. Unofficially it was a meeting of the minds. 

The conference Dec. 9 at Boston's FleetCenter drew much at­
tention·. First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and Red Sox first 
baseman Mo Vaughn were among the notables who spoke. -Tolevi­
sion stations covered the event. Newspapers splashed bold head-
lines, "ll,000 students speak in harmony." · 

But the students who attended wish their message to be more 
than a news flash. Actually, they hope the reason why they met -
prejudice - will become old news. 

Now almost two weeks later, the event is over. But the students 
who attended the conference continue to try and spread the mes­
sage through their actions and their words. 

Recently, The Sun Chronicle asked students who attended the 
conference to share their sentiments about prejudice and diversi­
ty, and their experiences with both. 

We also asked students in selected area art classes to portray 
their visions of prejudice and diversity. 

Here are their own messages - in their own images and their 
own words:· 

Our goal against hatred is to rise above. The answer to stopping 
hatred . . . is love. 

How do we know when it's time to make a change in our soci­
ety? Is it.when you can't eafui"'-a,restaurant, shop in the mall, or 
even walk into school without having some form of prejudice 
shown? To me, that'.s when ~t's time to do somet.hing. That's when 
we should take a minute and think about all the things that occur 
in everyday life that cause pain to someone else. That's when we 
should realize that hatred and prejudice do exist everywhere and 
it's closer than we think. 

The people in today's society are so judgmental. It's a waste of 
time to judge someone because of the color of their skin or their 
religion. What's on the outside shouldn't matter. You should look 
at -a person for what's on the inside like their personality, or even 
go deeper and look sol~ly at their heart. It's too often.that people 
get put into categories according to things that make you feel a 
certain way about them. It's not fair and it's not:r ight. 

I consider myself to be one of the luckiest people in the world. 
Not for reasons such as wealth or power but, for reasons that deal 
with racism. In all my 17 years of living I've never been directly 
involved with racism, Nothing has ever been said towards me that 
was hurtful or that made me feel inferior. Unfortunately not 
everyone can say that. I have been with and around people who 
have used racial slurs or tell racial jokes. But you'll notice that I 
never laugh and I'm always the first to speak up for what I feel 
isn't right. . . 

If asked the question, "Why does racism occur and why hasn't 
it stopped?" I don't think anyone could answer that·correctly. · · 
There is no right or wrong answer. I oelieve that racism occurs 
for several, but unnecessary reasons. I don't think that people 
know enough about other people, cultures, or religions so they as­
sume things and make things up. The people in our world seem to 

Tamica Jacobs, 
sophomore, 

North Attleboro High 
P reju_dic_e is everywhere whether we choose to notice it or not 

PreJudiced people always decide to make fun of someone be­
ca_use of something that they couldn't possibly change. They 
rrught repudiate an overweight person or a black person or an 
Asian or white person just for being who they are. 
. Those peo~le never think about the fact that you could most 

likely never fmd someone with the same skin, hair and eye color 
as the next person who comes along. 

Diversity hurts when it is used in the wrong situation. The 
world needs to let unity ring, when we let it ring from every vil­
lage and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will t 
able to speed up that day when all of God's children black man 
and white man, Jews and gentiles, Protestants and Catholics wil 
be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiri 
tual, "United at last! United at last, thank God Almighty we are 
united at last." 

When we can all join together and sing those words the world 
will be a better place. ... 

have trouble understanding things that are different from what 
they are used to or something that they have never experienced. l 
think lots of times people don't think before they speak. They'll 
say whatever will make them feel better. They don't realize that 
what they say is hurtful until they are put in someone else's shoe: 
and experience· the pain for themselves. 

In closing, prejudice, hatred, racism and every other type of 
cruelty to others should be stopped. I believe that we are taking 
the first of many steps. As a member of SCAR, I feel that we are 
doing our part by reaching out to others, especially the younger 
children. If we educate children while they're still young, then 
hopefully the message will sink in and stick with them. If we 
teach them the difference between right and wrong and love and 
hate, then we'll have the beginning of something wonderful. We'U 
be able to turn the world around and the children of today will be 
growing up in a much more loving and accepting society. If ever) 
thing goes well then we'll not only be getting the message across 
to kids. The message will spread through teenagers and adults al 
over the world. If everyone works together, as a team, then this 
dream will someday come true and we'U be able to look back anc 
say, "we made a difference." ... 



Stacey Philibert, ju.nior, 
North Attleboro High 

T he reason for hatred is unknown. The amount of it seems to 
have g rown. 

Many don't realize that hatred hurts so they continue to hate 
and it just gets worse. 

People act out against others every day. That's why we need to 
show them the kinder way. 

No two people are the same. And not one person should be 
ashamed. 

Teaching to love is what we need. Any one person can take the 
lead. 

Some people could be crying inside and all they need is a loving 
guide. 

If we take the time and teach maybe our goal will be finally 
reached. 

Crystal Ballou, senior, 
North Att1e.boro High 

In our society today, it is a sad fact that we cannot look past the 
color of one's skin. 
It shouldn't matter what the color of your skin is. 
A fourth-grade teacher once told me that her students thought 

people of color have different organs and blood than white people. 
I think it is good that we have SCAR in North Attleboro, be­

cause we are so sheltered. Once we go out to the " real world" we 
will have to deal with different cultures. 

Kids are scared of what they don't know. So they may say 
things, but not realize the consequences of what they are saying. 

'Don't get trapped' 
HERB RYAN / THE SUN CHRONICLE 

Coelho Middle School student Danny Turcott shows his painting 
"Don't Get Trapped by Ignorance." It was acce~ted into the Anti­
Defamation League's "World of Difference" calendar. 



Katie Fisher, 
senior, 

orth Attleboro 
High 

"Our bodies are merely houses 
for our souls." When we pass 
houses on the street, we do not as• 

they all hold something beautiful. 
People-to-people relations are 

like flowers - they can't grow 
without first breaking through the 
surface. 

••• 

Katie Andreozzi, 
sophomore, 
King Philip 

Regional High 
Jamie Williams,junior, 
Mansfield High Sch ool 

sume the people who live there ~------, On Dec. 9 
are good or bad based on the ~olor the FleetCenter Hi, my name is Jamie Williams and I am 16 
of their house. Why should it be was filled with years old. I am a junior al Mansfield High 
different when dealing with real over 10,000 stu- School. I spent most of my We in Portsmouth, 
people instead of houses?_ We ~l dents from all N.H. New Hampshire is very different from 
our children to grow up ID a soc1• around Massa- Mansfield. I have had numerous experiences 
ety. where they are not "judged by 1£..~~=."l::oc:- chusett.s. None with racism and discrimination since I have 
color of their skin but by the con- were there to lived in Mansfield. 
tent of their character." What watch a Bruins One of my first experiences was when I 
kind of world could it be if men -.---''-"---=-'-'-'-..., or Celtics moved here my freshman year, and I had only 
and women were treated with game, but all been in school in Mansfield for one month. One 
complete ·equality? How nice it Katie were there for ------ day I was sitting in art class and I was looking 
would . be if blacks and whites Andreozzi the same pur- Jamie out the window commenting on how pretty and 
could live in the same neighbor- pose; to be- Williams white the snow looked outside, and this person 
hood and get aloM ~use of come a part of "Team Harmony" made a racial remark to me and said, "Oh, 
their decency and not fight be- and help end racism and discrimi- yeah, I'm pretty sure if you were to jump in the snow, there woul 
cause.of their skin tone..It is never nation in our society. I w~ so im- be trails of black patches!" After he said this to me I was so mo1 
too late for this global dream to pressed }Vith how many kids could tified and shocked that my mouth dropped down to the ground. 
become-a global reality. · come together to help promote Right then and there I realized from that moment on that I was 

We need to instill in everybody - racial harmony and make 0 ~ na- different. I was a minority. I wish that I could go back in time be 
the idea that our bodies are like tion a better place. Everyone WilS cause if I knew now what I didn't know then, I would hnve taken 
houses. The type of nails and there for the same purpose ana it some action. Experiencing that made me think twice about what 
wood used to build it do not make gave each one of us more hope for uneducated people don't know about racism, and coming from a 
it superior or inferior,~ any other the future. However, the real inspi- Portsmouth school where all different types of people associated 
house.· The company or.contractor · ration came from the words spo- and accepted. me for who I was and not what I looked like, really 
that built it do not make it superi- ken to us by First Lady Hillary is a tremendous difference from countrified Mansfield, Mass. 
or or inferior to any'.other house. Clinton who was the "Team Har- On Dec. 9, I went to the FleetCenter for a Team Harmony con• 
The color of paint a_pplied to ·the mony" 'guest speaker. Mrs. Clin· vention. This is an event that takes place once a year at the Fleet 
house does not make it superior or ton congratulated all the students Center, and 400 schools come together for the day and take a 
inferior to any other house. Hous~ attending the conference and stand against prejudice and bigotry. Team Harmony really in-
es bold and protect our furiliture, . made reference to the fact that spired me to really take a stand against this racism problem we 
and our bodies hold and protect what we are doing to change have today and to really let people know that words hurl more 

.. 1.:. • ·_: ·, • ,:·.. racial attitudes and break do_wn than anything. I would like to help and educate people so that our sow.:,. ·, . . th t 
we need to teach our children barriers is som~ of e 1;1105 im- they can broaden their horizons, and open their eyes and see that 

the value of "not judging a book portant work being done ID Amer- just because we all look different doesn't mean we are not human 
by its· cover." They need to learn ica, I believe that today's y~uth or are not equal on the inside, because the reality is that we all 
how· to·took past skin -color and ~ show 8-1:1 acceptance for 4iver- may look different on the outside but on the inside everyone look5 
appreciate their diversity -in soul s1ty that will set_ an example for the same, and people need lo accept that! 
_ not appearance. Children need the -next gen~ation. For me, the 
to learn bow to celebrate diversity . more that ~ds can accept each 
and appreciate differences. · : ?thei;'.tb~ pi~_re ~~~ we ~ holq. 

Color is but an, expression of ID the diverse Clf::le of umty and 
what lies behind it. Color on a banDO!IY· resses the· emotions of My classmates and I f~und the 
~~~ behind the brush. The presentati~ very effecti~e and 
color of a person's skin expresses we ~ ~orifid~~t that with th~ 
the greatness of the soul that lies contin~!J~n of _Team Harm_ony, 
under the surface. Children need ?ur nation s racial future will be 
to understand that people are like ID good hands. 
Oreo cookies - the best part is on 
the inside. 

Bodies are like flower pots -
they may not be all the same, but 



Mansfield High School so_phornore Kirn Souza created this untitled Harmony artwork. 

Arielle Miles, 
Coelho Middle 

School 
How I Cah Make This ~ool 

the Best Place on Earth Our school is a good school but 
we can make it a better place by 
respecting ourselves, others and 
their belongings. How can we re­
spect ourselves? We can respect 
ourselves by encouraging our 
hopes, not our.fears. Think about 
the good things you can do, not 
what you can't do so well. We can 
respect others by helping them 
when they have difficulties, but 
not making fWl of them. People : 
have feelings and we need to re- , 
spect those feelings. When you .! 
have free time, you may want to li 
help others who are less fortunate 1 

: than you. 
i How can we respect people's 
belongings? We can respect peo-

1 pie's belongings by not kicking or 
playing "monkey in the middle" 
with their bags. Handle other peo­
ple's things as you would want 
your things handled. 

Do your best and be your best. 
Have a wonderful holiday with 

your loved ones. The best to you 
and your family and a happy, 
healthy New Year. ... 



Brian DeRosa, 
Coelho Middle 

School 

Brian Froment, 
Coelh o Middle 

School 
Sisters and Broth~rs 
Thf!te are some days that we 

should give. 
Because respect is the way we 

all should live. 

If you want to be more caring. 
You should start to do more 

sharing. 
It doesn't take very much. 

There are some days that we 
should help others. 

To give someone a loving touch. .... 
' Because in this world, we are 

all sisters and brotf_ters. 
There _are some days that we 

should care. 
Because we together, should all 

share. · 
We should help our families and 

friends. 
We should love everyone, be­

cause love never ends . ... 

Ashley Wilk, Cindy 
Samson, Cindy 

Podesta, Coelho 
Middle School 

Our school bas made combat- · 
ing prejudice a focus for this 
school year. As the year began we 
signed a pledge to be more accept­
ing of each others' differences. All 
students signed badges to stand up 
against prejudice and discrimina­
tion. Stomping out HERB RYAN 

There is a lot of student art­
work displayed on peace, caring 
and acceptance. Mrs. Crosby's and 
Ms. Dora's eighth-grade team 
made a quilt about this. Posters 
against bigotry and prejudice 
hang throughout school. 

Coelho Middle School student Jessica Rainville shows her painting, 
which was accepted for the Anti-Defamation League's "World of 
Difference" calendar. 

We have had· "Random -Act of 
Kindness" weeks since last year. 
Student poems and essays are 
read. sometimes during these 
times. A few are attached. 

Even though these activities 
occur students don't always treat 
others as they want to be treated. 
Some students don't pay attention 
.t~hat they say. , 

Their hurtful words continue to 
support bigotry and prejudice. We 
all need to be aware· of how kids 
treat other kids and raise the kind 
acts that occur. If one bad thing is 
said to a student in a day we all 
suffer. At Team Harmony celebri-

ties talked about racism-they expe­
rienced. It is still here today. Kind­
ness needs to be practiced every 
week - every day. Being put down 
for who you are needs to stop and 
we can only blame ourselves if it 
doesn't. We really care that it 
does: 

••• 

Carly Pettingill, 
Coelho Middle 

School, Attleboro 
A Random Act of Kindness 
A random act of kindness, is 

what 
you should do, 

Help someone out, when they are 
feeling blue. 
A random act of kindness, is 

what 
you should do, 
Helping someone finish, with 

what 
they are not through. 
A random act of kindness, is 

what 
you should do, 
Helping someone up, is a 

friendly 
act too. 
A random act of kindness, 

comes from 
the heart, 
Treating someone nice, is only a 
part! 



King Philip Regional High sophoma.re Jen Allen created this untitleo work-on prejudice and diversity. 



The Braintree Foru111 
December 24, 1997 

A Day of Difference 
By Bill Dowd and 

Michelle Keefe 
On Tuesday, Dec. 9 over 600 

schools and 10,000 students 
flooded.into the_El~.ti&nterJor 
Team Harmony IV Team Hamio­
ny ts an event that was created to 
battle bigotry and discrimina­
tion. In the past, this event bas 
been extremely successful in 
bringing students from all over 
New England together to learn 
about racism. 

Many people of all races and 
cultures packed into the arena. 
There was an atmosphere of 
peace and diversity. We had 
gathered together to express our 
negative feelings and attitude to­
ward prejudice. Many celebri­
ties were on hand at the event to 
show their approval and to en-. 
courage ·students to continue 
combating bigotry. 

The maiin,p-eaker was un­
doubtedly The First Lady, 
Hillary .Clinton. It was an honor 
that Team harmony {V was visit­
ed by the First Lady. She asked 
us all to reach out and help oth­
ers realize the immorality of 
racism. 

Other speakers included Jon 
Jennings, a former Celtic assis­
tant coach who is now working 
in the White House; Cam Neely, 
a former Bruin star; Sam Gash 
and Ted Johnson of the New 
England Patriots; Sheryl 
Swoopes, an WNBA star; Mo 
Vaughn of the Boston Red Sox; 
and the cast of MTV's Real 
World Boston. The World of Dif­
ference Day impacted all the stu­
dents that attended. Elizabeth 
O'Day, an eighth grade student 
at East Middle School, has at-

tended the program two years in 
a row. She fee~, "The World of 
Difference Day was a great expe­
rience ~d bas.taught me a great 
deal about racism in the world. I 
thougliflhaf it was admirable 
that all the. celebrities joined in to 
help teach lqds about discrimi­
nation." 

James 0'1:foil also an eight 
grader at East fyfi9dle School at­
tended the event. He said, "I 
thought _!pat. it .was educational 
and showed ¢at ~ople can ac­
complish then goals." 

The co-adviser .for East was 
Mrs. Kara Carµ~)'.: _We asked her 
bow she.felt.about-the event. She 
said, "A WO};\d _of Difference Day 
was a huge-su<:9_ess. I hope our 
students leamed how_ i!nportant 
it is for our community and 
school to, aepr~ciate .those who 
are differenC' ~--- · 

Team ~ony IV :was indeed 
a big sucees~ .. · Mayqr Thomas 
Menino declared that Dec. 9 is 
officially T~~ Harmony Day. 

I 



CAREFUL LISTENER - First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton responses to questions posed by ~he 
young people who attend e~ ~hE; day-long pt_og1.:am. CPhotoerapbs by Kim While) 

Students Harmonize At FleetCenter 
By KIMBERLY WHITE 

On December 9, 1997, Team 
Harmony IV rocked the Fleet­
Center advocating diversity and 
racial and religious harmony. It 
was a day for students from all 
over Massachusetts, and some 
Rhode Island. Connecticut, and 
New Hampshire schools, to come 
together with a common goal in 
mind: diversity and harmony. 

First Lady . Hillary Rodham 
Clinton was the keynote speaker. 
Mrs. Clinton appeared on a panel 
with students speaking about how 
bigotry of some sort has affected 
their lives. 

"I want to congratulate every­
one here," commented the F irst 
Lady, in recognition of everyone 
who is making an effort to change 
Uie way people think about ;md 
act toward each other. "It doesn't 

mean we have .to like everyone," 
she noted on the situation, fur­
ther stating that our opinions do 
not give people the right to treat 
others poorly because of their 
r ace or religious preference. 

Mrs. Clinton expressed her 
support for Team Harmony and A 
World of Difference in her book, 
It Takes A World. She wrote, "An 
annual event in Boston called 
Team Harmony brings together 
middle and high school students 
and teachers together with local 
sports figures and business lead­
ers to take a stand against preju­
dice and bigotry." 

Along with the First Lady, 
there were many other guests 
who attended including various 
sports personalities. Mo Vaughn 
of the Boston Red Sox expressed 
his feelings on the day's topics, 

stating, "We're all the same, no 
matter what color or where we 
come from." In addition to the 
sports figu res at hand, cast mem:: 
bers from MTV's The Real 
World-Boston made appearances. 
Also in attendance were the 
Blessed Union of Souls, who per­
formed three of their hit singles. 

Team Harmony IV 

Rocked The FleetCenter 

Advocating Diversity 

The entire day overall was a 
huge success. All the students 
had a wonderful day and hope to 
participate again next year. Soph­
omore Mark Foley commented, 
" It was a good time, and very edu­
cational. I hope to go again next 
year.'' 



The Groton Landmark 
December 24, 1997 

AHS students join Hilary 
Clinton for Team Harmony 

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High 
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at 
Team Harmony last Tuesday morning. As soon as 
they entered t11e·F1eet Center, they could all tell that 
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of 
studentS from all over New England, who each had 
there own culture and ethnicity. 

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary 
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on 
stage surrounded by children from different schools. 
who each told their experiences with bigotry, racial 
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady 
told her views on tl1e situations and ·how to make 
them better. 



The Hamilton-Wenham Chronicle 
December 24, 1997 

Team Harmony 
MONICA SCOTT 

SOUND-OFF STAFF 

On December 9, twenty-one stu­
dents from Hamilton-Wenham Re­
gional High School participated in 
the fourth annual Team Harmony 
conference. The program, which 
consisted of key note speaker First 
Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton, with 
rock groups, sports stars, politicians, 
and the Real World cast, was focused 
on teaching tolerance. With over 
11,000 students from three states re­
ceiving this message, it was spread 
widely over New England. 

The students from the Regional 
were primarily members of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance, C.A.R.E. , or 
from Peer Educators. Jean -Jones, the 
advisor for C.A.R.E. felt that the goal 
of the conference, "was to make kids 
more aware of discrimination and not 
just let it happen." 

Students thought one of the most 
effective activities was the forum 
with Hilary Clinton. Peer Educator 
president, Jessica Meo, said, "I like 
how she conversed with the students 
through their questions." The first 
lady also answered questions from 
the audience and responded to a se­
h:ct1on of student anecdotes about 
discrimination in their communities 
and schools. Jones also said that the 
stories kids heard motivated our stu-

dents to combat intolerance. 
Al though there was not much 

inter-scholastic interaction, senior 
Nick Quinby felt that, '"it was a great 
way to bring many different people 
together and help them embrace their 
differences." 

Junior Jeff Lafata enJoyed the 
recognition school groups received 
for what they were doing to overcome 
stereotypes. These high schools were 
awarded plaques for what they have 
done in their communities. 

Another hig~ght of the day was 
when several sports stars gave their 
experiences with discrimination. Sh­
eryl Swoops, a stellar WNBA player 
also answered several questions from 
the audience. Her response to the 
question, "How would you feel about 
playing with men in the NBA T was, 
"How would the men of the NBA feel 
about playing the women in the 
WNBA." This light-hearted reply 
earned her the respect of many stu­
dents and adults. 

Although this was only the fourth 
Team Harmony conference, 11 ran ex­
tremely smoothly and all attending 
felt honored that Hilary Clinton was 
able to attend this e\'Cnt. Jones said 
that the success of an event like tlus 
was. "not to make people agree w11h 
each other, but to make people more 
tolerant of one another.'· 



The Harvard Spirit 
December 24, 1997 

AHS students join Hilary 
CUnton for Team Harmony 

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High 
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at 
Team Harmony last Tuesday morning. As soon as 
they entered the·fleet Center, they could all tell that 
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of 
students from all over New England, who each had 
there own culture and ethnicity. 

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary 
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on 
stage surrounded by children from different schools, 
who each told their experiences with bigotry, racial 
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady 
told her views on the situations and.how to make 
them better. 



The Holbrook Sun 
December 24, 1997 

TEAM HARMONY IV 
A group of Holbrook students 

attended Tcfum Harmony IV at 
the Fleet Center with speaker 
First Lady Hiliary Rodman-Clin­
ton and others. Ryan Piotrowicz 
participated in a town meeting 
discussion about racism with the 
First Lady. . 

The next Jr/Sr High Parent 
Group meeting will be on Thurs­
day, Jan, 7 at 7 p.m. in Room 
109. 

Kathleen. Mastrogiacomo has 
b·een selec.ted to represent 
Hoblrook Jr/Sr High School in 
the Toyota Community Scholars 
Program. · 

Joanna Yi has been choseq.,as 
the Holbrook High repres~nta­
tive ir. the Hugh O'Brian Youth 
Leadership Seminar (HOBY). 
HOBY is a program for sopho­
mores to motivate and develor 
future leaders, preparing them 
for positions in their school and 
help them expand their talents. 
The mission of HOBY is to seek 
out, recognize :a;1d develop lead-· 
ership potential commencing 
with high school sophomores. 



The Pepperell Free Press 
December 24, 1997 

AHS students join Hilary 
Clinton for Team Harmony 

BOSTON • 28 young students from Ayer High 
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at 
Team Harmony last Tuesday morning. As soon as 
they entered the Fleet Center, they could all tell that 
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of 
students from all over New England, who each had 
there own culture and ethnicity. 

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary 
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on 
stage surrounded by children from different schools, 
who each told their experiences ~ith bigotry, racial 
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady 
told her views on the situations and.how to make 

them better. 



The Public Spirit 
December 24, 1997 

AHS students join Hilary 
CUnton for Team Harmony 

BOSTON - 28 young students from Ayer High 
School set out to an adventure awaiting them at 
Team Hannony last Tuesday morning. As soon as 
they entered the·Aeet Center, they could all tell that 
the day would unfold with laughter and uniting of 
students from all over New England, who each had 
there own culture and ethnicity. 

The entire arena, lit up as First Lady Hilary 
Clinton was brought up on stage. Clinton sat on 
stage surrounded by children from different schools, 
who each told their experiences ~ith bigotry, racial 
conflicts, and discrimination, while the First Lady 
told her views on the situations and ·how to make 

them bcncr. 



Tlze Westwood Suburban Press 
December 24, I 997 

Quest for Unity 
ByRACHELSTODDARD 

Staff Writer 

The Fourth- annual Team 
Harmony Event took ,,p1ace 
Tuesday, December a, 1997 at the 
Fleet Center; many members of 
Unity from Westwood High who 
were fortunate enough to take 
part in this full day extravagan- · 
za felt it was well worth it. 
Youths from an · over the state 
came to express their feelings 
about social issues such as 
racism and discrimination. 
Hillary Clinton listened to teens 
who shared their stories with 
her about problems these issues 

present to teens. The day rose 
awareness, but its main goal 
was also to encourage those pre­
sent to go back to their own com­
munities and fight intolerance. 
Blessed Union of Souls as well as 
Boston's MTV's Real World were 
there to provide music and 
entertainment. As, one person 
described, "It was (uh and it was 
a time for people from all differ­
ent backgrounds to come togeth­
er and express their views. It 
was impressive to-see how much 
spirit people had to stand up 
against racism and stop discrim­
ination.'' 



The Sandwich Broadsider 
December 25, 1997 

Fott~1:stclale. S·tud·~.n t 

Attends Rally Against Racism 
. . ~--::=-"'~ ; ~.: ~ ~ -.-.. . 

By Cin~y Rqy.{~th-Christian Peterson) . 
Chris~an_Pfil~J5.n:..6fF.oi.-estdale had the unique 

experience ofparticip~ting _in the recent .Icam_ 
Hannony IV at the FleetCenter in Boston as one of 
a select group of student reporters. 

The Upper <;ape Regi~nal sophomore; who is I 
studying environmenta}.,:technology, was one, of 
more. than 10,QOO middle and high school students 
representing public, ·privattnmd parochial schools 
from Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island. A group of students from Upper Cape, who 
are involved in the schoots.Cultural Diversity Club, 
also attended this i~~e~c~ve rally against racism, 
hatred and discrimination: · · · · · 

"I was very surprised at the effect the ·people on 
the stage had ·on the .audience," said Christian, 
explaining how-lie _had .a front row seat-,:with the 
other reporters. 'There wei:e a lot of excited people 
screaming throughout:theb.vhole· thing.: .Aiicliit;w'as. 
very~ Surprisin_g~!O. ~(ll]l~c{ f azp_OlJ$;:peopf'~ine: 
out -to support something: ! had nev_ei;.,a~:ai:_d-«of 
before. It was really 'p"owertul· I 'tliouglif.*}~as·· 

peat." . , · · · - - ·- : , .,. ... ,. ··"'-·_.,- ·· 
·· Team Harmony js'.a "collal?orative effort" of the 

Team Harmony F.owi.da'tio'n, 'Anti=-Defaination 
League, of _Ne~ -;EnglllJ!d, .Bqston) professional 
sports teams, and.COm..Qlllnity and business spon­
sors. It has gaine4 ria~on.µ_ attention as a model for 
"inspiring and .empow~g high school students to 
deal with -·issues,.-of--discr-imination .. '~ Team 
Harmony's 4i,terac_tjv~pr~s~n~tjon, whicp. strives ~o 
provide .methods·• for.;s.ttiqents.-)o,:;1 e.ai:nf .)'...al µa~ le . 
strategie~ for ~mb~ ~-rf~.o·~~e~91;>.~~ and 
~oinmuruty life~_has ~~et)i~~,,15-Y,i~-
mg a spot on The Whit.e:Ilous~ s·webs1te as·one of 
the top IO prograµi's)g µte ."c_oun,try. 
· _. Christian, equipped with':.t_ tape recorder, brought 
home the p~qc~gs_.Q.f the.day, .He w~ positioned 
right :a.!ong'si<J.ei t!ie· l~e_..'.group of professional 
media people viith"'theii''television and 35 mm cam­
.eras. More impressive; •he-s aid, was the· appearance 
~f Firsft 1:,a~.di~~---R~. f:!-iRf?i:1_ ~~ ~~ r~c-
llon o the au ence.- . ·, - . . . 

"Ali I ha'd ever· hfud''"a.1:>ou·t the Presi<i°eni'and the . 
President's wife·was-:all -their scandals," he said. "I 
·never heard anything, really, about what she did. When 
she was on stage, I realized she knew what she was talk­
ing about so I was a little more impressed with'her. She 
shar-¢ a lot of personal information." 



discrimination she experienced many years ago as 
a young girl at summer camp, but also served as 
somewhat of a souoding board for a panel of stu­
deots who volunteered to share their own stories. 
They all joined her up on the stage. 

"A lot of kids responded to her," said Christian 
of the First Lady. 'They really liked what she was 
.saying." 
· The situations presented to the First Lady had 

· · themes, he explained, and she addressed 
all of them, suggesting ways to achieve a resolu­
tion. The students also spoke of a shared frustra­
tion that when they looked for assistance from a 
_parent or trusted adult, the problem was never 
resolved. 

"She suggested you try to get the grown-up 
more involved," he continued. "But the problem 
really isn't something you can control. It's more 

.·.something that you have to prevenL And I think 
, that was the whole meaning of Team Harmony, to 
.help prevent discrimination; to stop it before it 
~xen starts.". 
-;,:.~.: Other special guests ranged from Boston Red 
;$<?X MVP Mo Vaughn and WXKS deejay Billy 
. Costa, to the cast of MTV's Real World Boston. 
:!,ill came together, presenting tllis unique multi­
.media event which combined entertairunent, edu­
:~ation, interactive dialogue and inspiration based 
:O:n ·the concept of a team effort. There were count­
Jess speakers and even singing. 
;: . 'They talked about the different ways kids are 
;prought up," said Christian, "and they thought that 
·,parents could talce a little more responsibility in 
:-teaching their kids not to hate something or some­
)ody t?e~use they'_re different; to think of every­
•_.one as your brother or your sister." 

Mr. Vaughn spoke about how much Team 
Harmony meant to him: His speech was followed 

Chr~an ~_feterso'ii~~jiis __ ir9i_. (f~~;_ rn• __ -.:- ·=--< :. . by a tribute to Jackie Robinson "who paved the 
- Photo b Cind Ro • way for other black superstars," and he urged the 

_ _ . , · .. •· Y . Y Y young audience to "understand that, appreciate 
"!~wanted to bring ~t_tentfo~:·to a program like this .. t,haL" . . 

where ·all of you are working to uncfe'rstand each other . I do feel a little more sympatheuc towards people 
better," said Mrs: Clinton, "exchanging your stories to wh? have_ to_ deal with it every day," sa!d Christian, "and 
see eaqh other as human beings, ·and to make a differ- I think this 1s on the road to start helping all those peo­
ence .in your schools and your communities. And.I hope pie :,vho have the~ proble~s- !-f more and more peop_le 
that ~ore and more sch!)OlS will do·~bat you're doing." get mvolved and 1t keeps ~uilding, then our schools will 

The _First Lady not only shared a personal story of be better and students will be more tolerant of each 
- · · •· other." 



The Bourne Enterprise 
December 26, 1997 

TEAM HARMONY'S SPECIAL SPEAKER - First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton greets youth activ­
ist Shirley Mayo at the recent gathering at the FleetCenter, Boston. 



The Malden Evening_News 
December 26, 1997 

Immaculate Conception School 
participates in local events 

The hnmaculate Conception School recently 
participated in a number of local events, including a food 
drive, wreath decorating contest and attended the recent 
event to combat bigotry, Team Hannony at the Fleet 
Center. 

Just prior to Thanksgiving, the students in all classes 
collected non-perishable food items for the poor. This was 
a project of the Student Council. Several boxes were filled 
and delivered to Bread of Life in Malden and Holy Family 
Parish in Dorchester. 

On the day of the Malden Christmas Parade, the 
students participated in the wreath decorating contest and 
attained second place for the second year in a row. The 
wreath was decora~ wi.th .many: brightzy colored origami 
peace doves. The wreath decorating W?S a project of the 
students in Grades 5.:g under the · direction of Barbara 
Ikeda. . 

And recently, a group of eight graders attended the 
Team Harmony N at the Fleet Center in Boston, along 
with 10,000 other students from 400 junior and high 
schools. The ~vent was founded in 1994 to augment the 
Anti-Defamation League's.national anti-basis-program, A 
World of Difference. Among those speaking this year was 
First Lady, Hilary Rodham Clinton, as the keynote 
speaker. 



The Hudson Sun 
January 1, 1998 

F1r~I l.;1d_v Hilary Clinton w,,s lhc 
l,1·.rn11l1' ~fl('akC'r at 1hr fourth ,mnual 
1·, ·;_!l!.I I l;1rn1011y rally held rcn·nlly . 
. ,··i.1u- i-'ll'l'l t 0('f1lcr 111 Boston. Othl'r 
1·<'1\'hnlic·~ induclccl: Mo Vaughn, 
C,1m Neely, Sam Gash and Pervis El­
ltSon .,., wdl a~ falhcr-s011 111ar.ilho11 
:,·.1111 Dick and Rick Hoyt Th<' 27 
\l.11fooro11:.:h llich Sc.:hool ~lud<'lll~. 
·\ i:11 1•. 1-r,· .lll;llll,!.! l()_O(X) !i-0111 
'lm,11:.:liotll New !~11j!);111cl who :tl­
·,·11clt·d. 11·l·n: a~ foll(>II'~: John Ruby, 
L1urcn Rigney, Erin Buckley. Jerome 
Str,1ngc, Mary Martin, Meghan 
G11ard iani, Joe Stupik, Jessica 
OcGro1cc. Meaghan Clark, Leanne 
H;,rrinyton, Heather Hicks, Nicholas 
!Joschctto, Andrea Escobar, Chris­
line N;iwrocki, Louis Ng, Brandan 
fishrr. Al Knight, Bern;idette Foley, 
n"t,ccc;i Foley, Lindsay Sharon, 
Amanda Aykanian, Lindsey Greulich . 
.lulie Zorm1r, Chandra Willard, Nicolo 
i<lrnc. Bridget Navin and Michael Kl­
ic·:' 



The Marlborough Enterprise 
January 1, 1998 

Assabet students attend 
Team Harmony 

Marlborough - Twenty-one students from Assabet Valley Re­
gional Technical High School's Culture Club attended Team 
Harmony IV at the Fleet Center in Boston on December 9. RiT1aiy 
Rodham Clinton spoke to students from throughout New England 
who gathered to celebrate diversity and tolerance. Pictured from 
left to right are: Joy Pilarte, Tania Calder, Karine Goncalves, Tracy 
Braga, Brenda Linares, Sonia Chaves. 



The Me4ford Transcript and Citi7.e11 
January 1, 1998 

Team Harmony 
On Dec. 9, Grade 8 students and 

lheir teachers were among 10,000 
students from 400 Junior High and 
High Schools from MA. NH and RI, 
who attended Team Harmony IV at 
the Fleet Center in Boston. Team 
Harmony was founded in 1994 to 
augment the Anti-Defamation 
League's national anti-bias program, 
A World of Difference. Team Har­
mony seeks to combat bigotry by 
promoting the value of each individu­
al by respecting diversity regardless 
of differences. The event is spon­
sored by the six major sports teams of 
New England, Fleet Bank and many 
other businesses and organizations. 

First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton was the key1;1ote speak.er at the 
conference, inter-acting with student 
panelists who described their own 
experiences of prejudice. Mrs. Clin­
ton also responded to questions from 
the audience and spoke of her own 
high school experiences of bias and 
of interaction with students of other 
races and cultures. 

This m ~ltimedia event was a 
unique combination of entertain­
ment, education and interactive dia­
logue. Among the presenters were 
Mo Vaughn, of the Boston Red Sox, 
former Boston Bruins player, Cam 
Neely; Sam Gash and Ted.Johnson of 
the New England Patriots; Dee 
Brown of the Boston Celtics; Dick 
and Rick Hoyt, B oston Marathon 
winners. 

Awards were presented to individ­
uals and to five schools who have 
worked to combat prejudice and pro­
mote respect for all persons. 



The Mansfield News 
January 2, 1998 

Progress in the fight 
against anti-Semitism 

and complain about the conduct of the .\ lansficld specta• 
tors. Mansfield should be proud that the high school ad­
ministration has taken this incident so serioush' .. ..\nd 
both schools should be exrremely proud that their.athlet­
ic league has a game official who was \1illing to do tht: 
difficult and right thing and enforce .\0:A .. .\ standards on 
taunting. 

By Leonard Zakim 
and Cherry Muse 

I magine a high school student being subjected to vile 
anti-Semitic remarks and jokes during the course of an 
athletic competition. [magine the student ignoring 

this incident. Imagine the adult community ignoring this 
incident. T his is a picrure of the Hockomock League, 
prior to the winter of 1995, when a courageous group of 
students, school administrators and parents, working 
--·1th the Anti-Defamation League, opened a league-11~de 
dialogue about the issue of bigotry in school athletics 

Two years later, imagine the same situation. A girls ju­
nior varsity soccer player hears a disgusting anti-Semitic 
joke and other slurs while in goal for Sharon High 
School in a game against .vlansfield High School. This 
time, much has changed. 

• The student immediate!:,, reported what she heard 
on the field. 

• The game official (''referee") followed the 1\1IA'\ 
policy on taunting and stopped the game; he then ex­
pelled the spectators responsible for the jokes and slurs. 

• The .'vfansfield principal, Edw3rd Rosa, took re­
sponsibility tor the actions of his students by contacting 
the Sharon principal. Susan Dukess. 

• \Vorking together. the rwo schools a~empted to 
identify the Mansfield srudents responsible tor the hate­
ful behavior at tl-ie g-,1me; rhe\· went so far as to pro\ide 
the Sharon Hig-h School stud.ents 11ith .\ 1ansfield school 
vearbooks. ~ 
· • \Norking \\irh the Anti-Defamation League staff. 
the Mansfield High School administrative team has 
made confronting prejudice a school priority .. \ bnsfield 
is conducting a needs assessment regarding respect for 
diversity. follo11·ed by assemblies and rraining for stu· 
denrs. 

• Sharon 2nd .\hmsfield students. ;1long with other 
srudenrs in the Hockomock League. h;11·e ~begun plan­
ning c\·ents to bring together ,nidents from different 
schools. 

This second situation. which in fact h:1ppened this 
n:ar. should m.1ke the people of Sluron .md .\ hmsficld 
~xrremely proud. Sharon ,hould he proud th:1t ont: of 
their high school students had the cour:1~<.: to ,peJk up 

While we aU deplore the presence of bigotry in school 
athletics, no one has the po\1·er to stop haters and bigots 
from speaking their ugly words. \Vhat we do have is the 
power to say, "This is not acceptable; I 11ill nor put up 
with this." Two communities have made this an unpor­
tant statement. 

\Ne can only hope that the .'vlansiield snidcnts whn 
uttered the hateful words at the J\ · soccer g:1111e will 
come forward. If thev are not concerned a~ut setting 
things right with Sh;ron, they should at least cons1cle"r 
lifting the cloud of suspicion that lingers 0\-er all the 
.\ifansfield srudents who attended the J\ · soccer game on 
Oct. 27. 

Massachusetts has seen an increase in hate crime, 
among srudents in the past year. The .-\nti-Defam:irion 
League has responded to this by de1·elopmg the poster 
"You Can't Tum Your Face Awav rrom 1-1:tte," 11·hich 
was sent to every school in Massachusecc,. ·111e messagt: 
of the poster, that srudents need to act 11·ht:n they ~t:t 
something hateful, that thev must not remain silent. 11·.l!, 
reaffirmed at the TEAM HA.RJ\1100-·y e\·enr this month 
at the Fleet Center," where over I 0.000 srudems pledged 
co stand up against bigotry. 

.\1.ansfield srudents who were ar the Oct. 2 ~ game ,md 
know tht: identities of the students im·oh-ed should ask 
themselves why they are protecting these people. :\t the 
Anti-Defamation League, we take the Biblical injunction 
'-Thou shall not stand idlv bv" very scnoush·. There is no 
such thing as an innocent bvsta.nder: .\ bn;tield sn1denL, 
who kno1~- who was responsible ha1·c ;in oppommiry m 
;t:md up ;1:.d ,p::,;k m,t and help their ,::hool and com­
munity take another he-Jling step ;1\1·a!· from tht: I lod-:<1• 

mock League of rwo !·e;irs ago. 
Li:,mrml 2'1ki111 i.r 1·egi11111,I exemri-.:e d1re,10r ,f tbi· .-/1111-

Definnntion Lmr1;i1c: Ch1ny :\fuse is . -IDL ,1.<.,o,Mrc direr.a•· 
wzd .-o-1111sd 



The Beacon- Villager 
Januarv 8. 1998 

Students attend Team Harmony 
.-\l TO:\ - :Vfembers of .-\cton 

80xb,• rough Regional High 
Scllooi 's . ..\sian Student Union. 
Common Ground, and ESL cla,~­
e~ were among the 10,000 stu­
dents \\'ho attended Team Har­
rnom· I\' at the Fleet.Center in 
Roston last month. Sponsored hy 
all four of Boston's professional 
teams, the annual event ~ta rted 
in 1994 as a program to fight big­
otry and to promote to lerance 
and harmony. 

Appearances were made by 
WNBA athlete Shery Swoopes, 
'.'Jew England Patriots Sam Gash 
a;1d Ted Johnson, Boston Celtic 
Dee Brown, Boston Red Sox tvlo 
Vaughn and fo rmer Bruin Cam 
:--:eeley. Entertainers appearing 
included the cast of MTV's ·'Tlh' 

Real World" Boston. and Blessid 
Union ot Souls. 

Hi llan, Rodham Clinton, \\'ho 
wrote about the successe5 of 
Team Harmony in her book "It 
rakes a Vi llage:" ga\·e the keynote 
:iddress. 

Studenb from . ..\BRHS attend­
ing the event with chaperone!> 
~ga Huyhn, Dianne Telicki and 
Lois Rosenfeld included Ke\·a 
Banerjee, Julie Blazer, Amanda 
Bradley, Haemi Chun, Emily Cur­
tis-Murphy, Bowei Du, James 
Hodge. ..\my Hong, Yuan-Shan 
Hu, Kevin Park, Jiho Ru, Roopa 
Shah. Tahira Sharmeen, Erin 
Steiner, . ..\nne Thompson, S\'et­

, Ian a VinogradO\'a , \,lelanic 
\Veatherbee, Elizabeth h'h;in~ 
and Earl Yi. 




