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First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton greets mer- American-backed loans at the Novo Pavlovka

chants Wednesday who

have

received Market in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

First lady pushes American ties
on trip to former Soviet republics

B Hillary Clinton praises
. contributions of women
| in winning democracy.

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (AP) — A
statue of Vladimir Lenin towers
more than 50 feet high over this
quaint town, a symbol of 70 years of
Soviet rule.

But Hillary Rodham Clinton came
to town to talk about progress since
the Soviet Union fell apart and about
the new republic’s future as a friend
of the United States and the West.

Just next door to the imposing
statue, Clinton cut a red, white and
blue ribbon Wednesday to open the
American University of Kyrgyzstan,
established with U.S. government
dollars.

The university, Clinton said, is
“one of the most important results of
the alliance between the two
countries.”

On the second day of an eight-day,
five-nation tour, the first lady made
stops in three countries, all former
Soviet republics, She flew from

' Bishkek to Tashkent, Uzbekistan,
after starting the day in Almaty,

w

Before dedicating the new univer-
sity in Bishkek, Clinton visited the
bustling Novo Pavlovka market,
filled mostly with women wearing
colorful scarves and carrying chil-
dren to see what some said was the
first famous American to visit them.
There, the first lady. came face to
face with success stories of former
Soviet citizens who since 1994 have
taken small American-backed loans
and opened their own booths at the
market.

Inside a nearby tent, the first lady
met with six other loan recipients —
five women, one man. A mother of
six said she made enough money
from a business she started with a
$600 loan that she built a house with
the profits.

“You built a house?”
asked. “Very good.”

The villagers cheered as Clinton
emerged from the tent. Her next stop
was lunch with Kyrgyz Republic
President Askar Akayev at his palace
south of Bishkek.

In Almati, Kazakstan, where she
began her long day, the first lady
credited women with helping press
democratic values on their families
and communities.

Clinton

“You are pioneers,” Clinton told
the Central Asian Conference of
Women in Politics. “You are building
a civil society that values the contri-
butions of women, and you are doing
so without the benefit of an older
generation to guide you.”
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First Lady
touring
Central Asia

B Women's issues and
human rights top the
agenda of her visit.

New YORK TiMes

Almaty, Kazakstan — Among
the many Kazaks waiting to meet
- Hillary Rodham Clinton in this Cen-
tral Asian city today is a woman
named Akmaral Kalmyratobaeva.

Three months ago, Kalmyratobae-

va, 29, gave birth — with her hus-
band, Marat, present in the delivery
room.
“It's a real revolution,” said Emily
Jenkins, a Tucson lawyer who has
helped establish Kazakstan's first
Western-style women’s health
center.

After a one—day delay in which
engine trouble forced her plane to
turn around soon after takeoff from
Andrews Air Force Base in Mary-
land, Hillary Clinton arrived here
Tuesday to begin an eight—-day tour
of five former Soviet republics: Ka-
2akstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Russia and Ukraine.

In including three of the five Cen-
tral Asia republics on Clinton's itin-
erary, the White House underscored
the region’s growing strategic im-
portance to the United States. Ex-
perts expect the Caspian Sea basin
to satisfy a large part of global ener-
gy demand in the next century.

Clinton's schedule is dominated
by human rights and women'’s issues
in this autocratic region, where ac-
cess to preventive and prenatal care
is nonexistent or hard to find

Women’s health problems are en-
twined with the region's economic
crisis. Today, a survey is to be issued
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Hillary Rodham Clinton is greeted by women wearing native cos-
tumes at Almaty International Airport in Kazakstan Tuesday.

indicating that 74 percent of Kazak-
stan’s 17 million people say they and
their families lack enough to eat.

The survey, part of a fund—raising
drive by the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties, says some Kazaks are at risk
of starving.

In this environment, the Women’s
Wellness Center is an effort to intro-
duce Kazak women to basic
Westem-—style health care.

Women carry a large part of the
economic burden here and have a
high literacy rate. But they are often

not familiar with what in the West is
elementary women's preventive
medicine, like pap smears and self-
examination of the breasts.

In Kalmyratobaeva, Clinton is to
meet one of the first women to go
through the center's prenatal care
program.

Kalmyratobaeva's entire prenatal
procedure was unusual because,
though in Central Asia a birth is a
major social event, typically no rela-
tive is permitted with the mother in
her hospital room — even many
hours after delivery.







BC-CLINTON-HILLARY
Hillary Clinton to tour five former Soviet nations

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Hillary Rodham Clinton will take her agenda of
human rights and women's issues from the steppes of Central Asia to the snows
of Siberia during a five-nation tour of the former Soviet Union next week,
U.S. officials said Wednesday.

The wife of President Clinton is scheduled to leave Washington on Sunday
to travel to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Russia and Ukraine on a Nov.
10-18 trip that will carry her to some of the farflung reaches of Central
Asia.

‘ It is an area Clinton himself is unlikely to visit and yet one of
interest to the United States, which wants to promote democracy and stability
and to expand its economic ties in a region rich with mineral resources.

U.S. officials briefing reporters on the trip said Mrs. Clinton would
stress her traditional themes: human rights, education, health care, the role
of women in society and their participation in the political system.

She is expected to make her points on human rights at all stops,
including Uzbekistan, which has one of the worst human rights records in the

region.
Asked if the issue would be raised there, one official replied:
*"Absolutely ... Apart from the first lady's trip, where she would convey the

message, we as an administration convey that message all the time whenever we

meet with them.''

During her two-day visit to Uzbekistan, Mrs. Clinton is to make a speech
on cultural diversity and religious toleration in Bukhara, long a center of
learning in the Muslim world.

Mrs. Clinton's trip begins with a two-day stay in Almaty, Kazakhstan,
where she will visit a women's health center and deliver a speech on the role
of women in civic society.

She then pays a one-day visit to Kyrgyzstan and flies to Uzbekistan,
where she visits Tashkent, Bukhara and Samarkand, known for its elegant,
Persian-inspired monuments.

Mrs. Clinton will also visit two Russian cities generally off the beaten
track for foreign travelers: Yekaterinburg, the site of the 1918 execution of
Tsar Nicholas II and his family, and Novosibirisk in Siberia.

She visits Lviv, Ukraine for two days before returning to Washington on
Nov. 18.
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