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Hillary Clinton’s Salute to the Health of Kazakh Women

By STEVE LeVINE

ALMATY, Kazakhstan, Nov. 1] —
Among the many Kazakhs waiting to
meecet Hillary Rodham Clinton in this
Central Asian city on Wednesday is a
woman named Akmaral Kalmyrato-
baeva.

Three months ago, Ms. Kalmyrato-
baeva, 29, gave birth — with her
husband, Marat, present In the deliv-
ery room.

*It's a real revolution,”” said Emi-
ly L. Jenkins, a Tucson lawyer who
has helped establish Kazakhstan's
first Western-style women's health
center.

In Ms. Kalmyratobaeva, Mrs. Clin-
ton is to meet one of the first women
to go through the center’'s prenatal
carc program.

After a one-day delay in which
cngine trouble forced her plane to
turn around soon after takeoff from
Andrews Air Force Base in Mary-
land, Mrs. Clinton arrived here today
to begin an eight-day tour of five
former Soviet republics: Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Rus-
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Providing modern health care to
women is a concern in Almaty

sia and Ukraine.

In including three of the five re-
publics of Central Asia on Mrs. Clin-
ton’s itinerary, the White House un-
derscored the region's growlng stra-
tegic importance to the United
States. Experts expect the Caspian
Sea basin (o satisfy a large part of
global energy demand in the next

century.

Mrs. Clinton’s schedule is domi-
nated by human rights and women'’s
issues in this autocratic region,
where access to preventive and pre-
natal care is nonexistent or hard to
find.

Women's health problems are en-
twined with the region's economic
crisis. On Wednesday, a survey ls to
be issued indicating that 74 percent
of Kazakhstan's 17 million people
say they and their families lack
enough to eat.

The survey, part of a fund-raising
drive by the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Socleties, says some Kazakhs are at
risk of starving.

in this environment, the Women's
Wellness Center is an effort to intro-
duce Kazakh women to basic West-
ern-style health care.

Women carry a large part of the
economic burden here and have a
high literacy rate. But they are often
not familiar with what in the West Is
elementary women's preventive
medicine, like pap smears and self-

examination of the breasts.

“This Is something really ncw.
sald Zhamila Nugmanova, a loc.
health care expert who helped orgin
ize the center. ‘It is scary o po !
oncological clinics. But in the env
ronment of this center — bright an
cheery — women feel comfortahbi
coming."

Ms. Kalmyratobaeva’'s doctor ha
advised that she should deliver
Caesarean section. But the woimna
and her husband, who agreed to o
tend birthing classes, sought to ava
the procedure if they could, and ul
mately it turned out to be unncce:
sary, doctors at the center said.

The entire prenatal procedure wi
unusual because, though in Centr.
Asia a birth is a major social even
typically no relative is permitte
with the mother in her hospital roo
— even many hours after delivery

Mothers can sometimes he ses
lowering a rope from their hospit.
windows to fathers waiting belo
with a bundle of supplies to be rais
up to the room.









ABC WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING, NOVEMBER 12, 1997

First Lady Hillary Clinton safely touched down in Kazakhstan on Tuesday. Her
eight-day tour of former Soviet republics began with a stop at a public school
where she addressed a youth leadership group.

First Lady HILLARY CLINTON: The stifling architecture of Communism has been
swept away and in its place you have laid a strong foundation for open markets,
_ private enterprise and civil society.

KARLA DAVIS: (voice-over) That's evident in Almaty, a city of 1.5 million people
- situated at the foot of the Tianshan Mountains (ph). Upscale boutiques now join
simple kiosks. Jeeps and Mercedes share the roads with Russian-made cars. But
with the fall of Communism also came higher unemployment and crime rates and
increased tensions between once dominant Russians and Kazaks.

There is renewed celebration of traditional Kazak culture since this country
declared its independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. A stop at a national
history museum was second on Mrs. Clinton's itinerary.

(on camera)The race is on to determine which nations will form partnerships with
this oil-rich country strategically located near China. Many are putting their

best face forward, and right now the face the U.S. is using is that of Hillary
Clinton.

Karla Davis, ABC News, Almaty, Kazakhstan.
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November 12, 1997, Wednesday, STATE EDITICN
SECTION: NEWS; AROUND THE WORLD: Pg. 18A
LENGTH: 168 words
HEADLINE: AROUND THE WORLD
BYLINE: From Wire Reports

BODY:
Hillary Clinton opens tour of ex-Soviet republics

ALMATY, Kazakhstan- If young Californians and Kazakhs can call themselves
partners, so can the United States and the former Soviet republics, Hillary
Rodham Clinton said Tuesday. Saying she had made the 16-hour trip from
Washington to "promote solidarity" with the emerging republics, Mrs. Clinton
opened her five-nation tour with a visit to Almaty School SS. There,
star-struck Kazakh student leaders explained how relations with their California
counterparts had changed their views of the world. Victor Kam, a student at the
National Technical University, said through an interpreter that the Kazakhstan
Association of Youth Leadersand its partnership with the California Association
of Student Councils helped him "learn to be more tolerant" of those who are
different. Mrs.Clinton is on an eight-day goodwill trip to Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Ukraine as the independent republics shift to
free-market economies and democracy.
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November 16, 1997, Sunday
LENGTH: 266 words
HEADLINE: Hillary Clinton arrives in Lvov
BYLINE: By Galina Nekrasova
DATELINE: LVOV, November 16

BODY:

Wife of the U. S. President Hillary Clinton, who is making a trip to
ex-Soviet republics, arrived from Novosibirsk, Russia, to Lvov, Ukraine, tonight
after a six-hours-long flight. She was welcomed by wife of the Ukrainian
president Lyudmila Kuchma at the airfield. Lyudmila Kuchma came to Lvov
earlier today.

Hillary Clinton was actively preparing for the trip to Ukraine, a source in
the American delegation said. The ethnic- Ukrainian head of Hillary Clinton's
staff taught her the Ukrainian language and the history of the Ukrainian people
and the country.

Wives of the presidents will have separate dwellings. Lyudmila Kuchma will
be accommodated at a guest house of the local authorities in a picturesque place
far from Lvov center, and Hillary Clinton and the accompanying officials will be
accommodated at the Dnestr hotel in downtown Lvov. Two dozens of telephones for
intermational calls were additionally installed in the 15-years-old hotel
especially for the American delegation.

Hillary Clinton and Lyudmila Kuchma will have a busy day on November 17.
They will visit the neonatal center which takes care of prematurely born babies
with a small weight or various defects. The center has partner relations with
the Henry Ford hospital of Detroit. The presidents' wives will visit a
synagogue to meet the Jewish public of Lvov and go on a sight-seeing tour of the
700-years-old town. They will see a unique collection of ancient icons under
restoration at a scientific-research center, and visit the patriarch cathedral
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.
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LENGTH: 236 words
HEADLINE: MRS. CLINTON APPEALS FOR ETHNIC TOLERANCE
BYLINE: From Tribune News Services.
DATELINE: SAMARKAND, UZBEKISTAN

BODY:

U.S. First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton made a plea for ethnic tolerance
Friday, praising Uzbekistan's history of religious divers:ity and glossing over
its poor human-rights record.

Speaking in this city, medieval warlord Tamerlane's elegant capital, Mrs.
Clinton accented the positive, noting that Islam, Judaism and Christianity had
survived the seven decades of Soviet rule in Uzbekistan and are now practiced
openly.

"In a system whose goal it was to stifle difference and erase culture and
religion, you held fast . . .," she said.

Mrs. Clinton, halfway through an eight-day tour of five former Soviet
republics, made no explicit reference to the Central Asian country's
human-rights record, criticized by advocacy groups as one of the worst in the
region.

But in language slightly more direct than during her earlier visits to
Kazakstan and Kyrgyzstan, she stressed the importance of fair elections, freedom
of expression and of the press and protecting individuals from the state.

"Despite your great history, I would not be surprised if your people did not
have concerns about the years that lie ahead," she said. "While the architecture

of communism lies in rubble, the hard work of building the new structures of
freedom is just beginning."

Uzbekistan has been severely criticized by internatonal human rights groups
since it declared independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.
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November 16, 1997 Sunday, CHICAGOLAND FINAL EDITION
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 10; ZONE: C; Around the world.

LENGTH: 234 words

HEADLINE: HILLARY CLINTON URGES MORE U.S. FINANCIAL AID FCR STRUGGLING REPUBLICS
BYLINE: From Tribune News Services.

DATELINE: YEKATERINBURG, RUSSIA

BODY :
The United States needs to give more attention and money to help the former

republics deal with problems they're facing in the post-Soviet era, First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton said Saturday.

"I don't think it (the relationship between U.S. and Russia) is starting to
fray," as critics have charged, Mrs. Clinton said. "I think it's maturing."

That maturation should include more help from the U.S. for republics trying
to lay new political and economic foundations.

"Do I think personally that there should be more attention paid to how we can
help Russia in this transition? I do.," Mrs. Clinton said during an interview at
the American consulate here.

"We spent trillions of dollars in the Cold War. And now that we no longer are
poised against one another, I think we should be doing all that we can to assist
Russia to become as successful as possible,” she said.

*"And to me, that includes not only government-to-government relationships but
business-to-business relationships and citizen-to-citizen relationships."

Some members of Congress and humanitarian groups say that help from the
United States should not be approved until the republics improve their human
rights records and stem government corruption. Crime, some of it from official
sources, is widespread throughout the federation. Almost all of the republics
restrict freedoms of the press, travel and association.
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SECTION: International news
LENGTH: 176 words
HEADLINE: Appealing for more democracy, Hillary Clinton wraps up tour
DATELINE: LVOV, Ukraine, Nov 17

BODY:
Hillary Clinton, wife of US President Bill Clinton, wrapped up her tour of

former Soviet republics here on Monday with an appeal for more democracy and
less corruption.

Clinton, whose visit has taken in the republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan as well as Russia, told several hundred people gathered at a memorial
to the victims of communism that they had the support of the American people.

"I've come here to send the message that in your fight for freedom, in your
fight for democracy, the American people will stand with you, " she said.

"In face of the unspeakable horror the people of Ukraine did not give up,
instead they took the road of democracy," she said, adding that democracy "is a

never ending struggle."

"I1f we want democracy and freedom then we must build a civil society where
the rule of law, not the rule of crime and corruption, prevails," the US
president's wife said.

Clinton arrived in Lvov -- also known as Lviv -- Sunday. She left for her
return trip to Washington around midday Monday.
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HEADLINE: Synagogue welcomes freedom, first lady Precede AKADEMGORODOK (
BYLINE: LAURIE KELLMAN *REPLACE*
DATELINE: LVIV, Ukraine

BODY :

Beneath a ceiling pocked with Nazi bullet holes, Shoshana Tyonikina on
Monday climbed up on the stage of Gilad Synagogue to deliver a carefully
practiced speech to the American first lady.

*'Today, our parents and we are not afraid to say we are Jews,'' Shoshana,
13, told U.S. first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Nothing similar would have occurred in the building a decade ago.

In 1987, the synagogue wasn't a Jewish house of worship, but a
government -owned building for more than 40 years. Jews were not allowed to
worship freely then. And American first ladies did not visit Soviet-Jewish holy
places during the Cold War, much less with a wall of news cameras watching.

During World War II, Nazis turned the three-level sanctuary, with its
stained-glass windows bearing Jewish Stars, into a stable and used the ceiling
for target practice. The Soviet Union later reclaimed the building and converted
it to a warehouse. The synagogue was returned to Lviv's Jewish community of
6,000 people in 1989.

Now, Ukraine is an independent nation of S1 million people, the Gilad
Synagogue has reopened and Mrs. Clinton has come to visit.

The bullet holes are still visible, but around them, the arched ceiling is
re-painted with ornate biblical scenes on a bright yellow background.

The same sanctuary that once housed horses for Nazis to ride was filled on
Monday with kids singing Hebrew songs and waving signs reading: ''Thank you for
visiting the Jewish children of Ukraine!'’

‘ ‘When you get back home, please tell the folks in the States that you met
some old-fashioned American idealism'' in Lviv, Rabbi Mordechai Bald told Mrs.
Clinton.

Mrs. Clinton's visit to Ukraine caps the first lady's eight-day goodwill tour
of the former Soviet Union.

Residents here on Monday gave her by far the most vibrant greeting of any of
the five republics she has visited. ''Long live!‘'' and '‘'Welcome,'' more than
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1,000 Ukrainians sang from under babushkas and umbrellas at a square where a new
memorial to victims of communist rule stands.

In Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Russia. the crowds rarely gave her
more than polite applause.

In Lviv, she drew loud cheers and applause with a line she used several times
on the trip: ''In your fight for freedom, in your fight for democracy, the
American people will stand with you. '’

On Sunday, Mrs. Clinton spoke to scientists in Akademgorodok, an intellectual
enclave in Russia's Siberia.

''The scientific process and democracy have a lot in common,'' Mrs. Clinton
said at the Hall of Scientists. ''Both ask that you sacrifice today for a better
tomorrow. Both demand patience, stamina and creativity. Both require faith. I
have that faith.''’

The older generation does not share it, and younger Russians are not sure of
their faith in the new system, either, the Alexandrov family told the first lady

during a visit to their home later Sunday.

There, Mrs. Clinton came face-to-face with the uncertainties, doubts and
resentments Russians feel toward reform.

American-style independence is not what came to Siberia when the Soviet Union
collapsed, vladimir Mikhailovich Alexandrov told her.

Corruption is more like it, he said. Also, ''chaos,'' said his wife, Olga.
Americans visiting the republic should tour historic landmarks to '‘'understand
Russia's soul, '' Alexandrov suggested.

'*Which is already lost,'' his wife added.
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HEADLINE: "Warmest of relations" develop between Russian, US first ladies - Mrs

Yeltsin

SOURCE: Source: ITAR-TASS news agency (World Service), Moscow, in Russian 0656
gmt 16 Nov 97

BODY:
(40]

Text of report by ITAR-TASS news agency

Yekaterinburg, 16th November: Having seen the US president's wife, Hillary
Clinton, off on her flight to Novosibirsk, the Russian president's wife, Naina
Yeltsin, held a news conference at Yekaterinburg airport.

Sharing her impressions on Hillary Clinton's visit, Naina Yeltsin stressed
that "the best and warmest of relations" had developed between them. "Our
meeting was very good, we understood one another very well, " she said, adding
that Hillary Clinton was in a very good mood throughout the entire trip, she
liked the town and the people and she had left Yekaterinburg very pleased.

Naina Yeltsin told journalists that she had already spoken to Boris Yeltsin
by telephone, and in reply to his question about how her meeting with the US

Fresident's wife had gone, she had answered briefly: "It went well. When I get
home I'll give you the details.®
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TYPE: PACKAGE
SECTION: Business
LENGTH: 328 words
HEADLINE: Hillary in Russia
BYLINE: Jill Dougherty, Valerie Morris

BODY :

VALERIE MORRIS, CNNfn ANCHOR, IN PLAY: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is
on her trip through the former Soviet Union. Mrs. Clinton stopped in Russia
where the country's transformation to capitalism caused some residents to see
chaos and not improvement. CNN's Jill Dougherty reports.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

JILL DOUGHERTY, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Sunday in Siberia. Hillary
Rhodium Clinton, news cameras in tow, joined the Alexander family for tea.
Vladimir, the grandfather works at the Institute of Mathematics in the town of
Akademgorodok academic township. A suburb of Novasebersk. His wife Olga is a
retired librarian. Economic reform in Russia she tells the first lady has meant
Chaos. The soul of Russia is lost. Daughter Svetlana says crime is her chief
concern. As for reform, she can't decide whether things are getting worse or
better. Yet there is no bitterness at the table. More a kind of wistfulness for
more stable time in Russia and in Akademgorodok.

In Soviet times this was the brain power center of Russia attracting the
nation's top scientist and academics. But all their work, all their research
and development was paid for by the central government. Now that government is
broke. Yet Mrs. Clinton says that people of Akademgorodok are already have many
of the skills they'll need in the new economy.

HILLARY RODHAM-CLINTON: Because the scientific process and Democracy have a
lot in common. Both ask that you sacrifice today for results tomorrow. Both
- demand patience, stamina and creativity. Both require faith. I have that
faith.
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DOUGHERTY (voice-over): In Russia, right now, there's a generation gap. The
majority of older people think things got worse over the past year. The majority
of young people believe things got better. Akademgorodok is a young town and so
are its people and that could make a difference.

Jill Dougherty, CNN, Akademgorodok, Russia.

(END VIDEOTAPE)
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