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The issueis style. You don’t often hear
the word “’unanimous” around here, but
everyone on The List disagrees with the
fashion media when they label Washing-
ton “dowdy”. Here, the first lady reveals
everything you ever wanted to know
about how it feels to be America’s most
conspicuous fashion image—and how
she manages to cope with it. If you think

YOU worry about what to wear on im-
portant occasions, what if you were
Hillary Rodham Clinton and knew ev-
ery choice you made would be critiqued
by the experts?

Q. The fashion press calls Washington
women dowdy. Do you agree?
A. Well, I don’t think that’s accurate.
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Based on my nearly five years here, I
think Washington women dress well and
in a very appropriate manner.

Q. Do you find deciding what to wear
when you’re making public appearances
a hard decision?

A. I do, because [ often have days that
are filled with so many different events. I
might start with an early moming event
at the White House, then go to a child care
center or a Marine base or a school, and
interact and talk with the peoplewho are
there, and then go to a lunch with some
people and then do some other things in
the afternoon and then immediately go

[Continued on page 1B]
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Hilde Silva-Herzog, wife of Mexico’s
Ambassador Jesus-Silva Herzog, wear-
ing a bright rebozo to set off her simple
black strapless gown.

“Of the enomous number of women I have met
here in Washington, they all seem to have very
busy schedules. because of the many activities they
are involved in. One could assume they would have
no time to dedicate themselves to fashion. That is
not true at all, Washington wormen, aside from their

Continued
from page 1

First Lady on Fashion

out. And so oftentimes, there isn’t any one particu-
lar kind of dress that I can change into to do these
different events, so I have to decide in the morning
| what I’m going to wear all day. That’s why I think
the practicality and the appropriateness of differ-
ent settings is very much a part of our lives here in
Washington.
Q. Janet Cohen mentioned that one of the most
difficult things in public life are the details, like no
! runs in your hose. Is that one of your biggest wor-
ries when you make a public appearance?
g A. Well, I always try to be prepared, so that I
| will always have an extra pair of stockings, for in-
stance. [ just don’t want to have to worry about it.
I mostly am dressing for comfort and convenience
and I'm pretty hard on my clothes because I have
to travel so much, so I don’t want to have to be
overly concerned about them once I put them on.
Q. Do you wear clothes made only by Americans
in America?
A. Well, I try to, yes.
Q. Do you have a favorite designer?

A. I'm very fond of Oscar de la Renta, who has
become a friend of mine. And I also ve o P
like Marie Gray at St. John’s designs, who has been
very helpful to me. But otherwise I'm verv anen
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First Lady’s Advice to American Women: Relax, Wear W

whatever you’re doing, but I must confess that clothes
have never been high on my list of personal priorities but
I admire women who are able effortlessly to look well
dressed from the crack of dawn till midnight.

Q. Do you go shopping or do people bring clothes for
you to try on in the White House?

A. Well, you know, one of my great regrets is that it is
not easy or possible in some instances for me to shop
anymore. So mostly people send things to the White
House. But I still try to sneak out every once in a while.
When I was on vacation this summer I was able to go into
a few stores —I have to confess, it just felt liberating,
you know? To go through the racks, to try on a few things,
to make a few purchases, it is something I miss, because
even though I’ ve never been a great shopper I've always
enjoyed the times that I’ ve had just to get away and go up
and down aisles, go into small shops, talk with owners,
just have a sense of what’s on people’s minds, which I
‘think that you can get when you are able to see what people
are buying and what kind of mood they’re in.

Q. Do you like shoulder pads? I noticed in photographs
at a dinner at the White House a few nights ago that you
had on a beautiful black dress with square shoulders.

A. I do like shoulder pads. I have very narrow shoul-

ders and I think it gives me some balance to the rest of
my body, which is not as narrow [laughs] as I would pre-
fer.
Q. You have a Judith Leiber handbag—she designed it
for you—Socks? [Ed. Note: The designer custom-made a
metal evening bag shaped like a cat and named for the
Clintons’ famous pet.] Where do you carry that?

A. Oh, Ive carried it often around Washington at night,
I know I've carried it to some of the big dinners the press
holds in the spring—the White House Correspondents,
Gridiron, the Radio and Television Correspondents—so
ifI have achance, if I’'m wearing somefhing black or white
or in a striking color like red, I love to carry Socks along
and I put him right up on the table so he can see what’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

How do you feel about the attention to your hairdos?

A. Well, I find it kind of funny and amusing because I
like to wear my hair different ways, which I guess is not
news anymore but apparently was when I first got here
and I enjoy headbands from time to time. I don’t wear
them every day but [ do wear them, oh, you know, quite
often and I love wearing headbands. [laughs] I don’t know
whether that’s a link to my childhood or I understand—a
friend of mine told me—-that Caroline Bessette Kennedy
is starting to wear headbands so I will be back in fashion.
Q. What do you see yourself wearing this fall? Is there
any particular fashion that’s coming out that you like?

A. Yeah, I'm wearing

go over to shake hands along a fence , or the side of a
road and it might be muddy or gravely so high heels would
not work for me because of the kind of events I do and
the places I go.
Q. How tall are you?
A. I'm 5-6.
Q. At medium height, you really don’t have to worry
about looking too short even with the lower heel ...
A. Well, I think that’s right; I hope not.
Q. Do you have a piece of jewelry that you won’t leave
home without?
A. Well, I have several. You know, I love my pearl neck-
lace with the carved opal

more and more pantsuits,

cameo and [’m sure if you
look at pictures of me

again, because of the com-
fort and convenience and
practicality, particularly
when I travel, and [ see
some very good looking
pantsuits in magazines in
the last month or two that
have a very attractive shape
to them and the material
looks like either a gabar-
dine or something that’s
quite transitional and I’'m
going to be probably wear-
ing more pantsuits this; fall
and winter.

Her headband
was back this
month, worn
with this square
shouldered
evening gown.
Mrs. Clinton
says shoulder
pads give a
balance to the

you’ll see that a lot. I wear
it for all different kinds of
occasions, sometimes with
the cameo in front, some-
times in back with just the
pearls. It’s a favorite piece
of jewelry of mine. And
then I also very much like
a couple of rings that my
husband has gotten that I

:'esl:_ofll]er b:)dy »  wearbetween my two wed-
which is not as ding rings—the wedding
narrow as |

ring that I got married with
and then the wedding band
he gave me on our fifth an-

would prefer.’

Q. What about leel
height—what do your pre-
fer?

A. I prefer, you know, a relatively low heel, just again
because I do a lot of walking. You know, one of the dis-
coveries I made about: this position I’'m in is that I never
get to go in the front door of anywhere. I'm always in the
back doors, oftentimes climbing four or five or six flights
of stairs for security reasons, cutting through kitchens, so
mv shoes have to be just as practical as they can be be-

niversary ... and then [ have
an opal and a sapphire and a diamond band that he gave
me for our 20th anniversary that [ alternate along with a
few other rings from childhood and other occasions, de-
pending upon the mood I’'m in or what I’'m wearing.
Q. Do you have one of those eagle pins by Ann Hand that
you see so many women ... Pam Harriman wore it and
Janet Cohen had it on when we took her picture.

A. Yes, in fact I've had it for a number of years. I
thinlk Ann gave it to me earlv on and I’ve nniced it ac 2 o1ft
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BELFAST got the HRC creatmaremit
yesterday but it was jast coe more
tour date on the Hillary Clintos
roadshow as the Flrst Lady
continues a remarkable mid-life
metamorphosis.

She was cocooned. hidden and profexted
from the public eye duriog (be ixsz yeas of
her husband's campaign for reelaxtfan —
mainly because of anger over her artempts to
reform the US health service and ber lexs
than compeiling stint in » Grand Jory
witness box during the Whitewater hearings.

Now. at 50. she has emerged into the
warmth and security of her huabamd’s second
term at the White House and the .
opportunity to reinvent both herseif and her
role us the wife of the most powerful man oa
the pianer,

What Americans have got is a softer,
less politically brash First Lady — not Wn
competition with her Madand (o call rhe
policy shots back home but determined to
enter the second part of her life thriving on
the hormone of internacional recognition for
both herself and the causes she wanta to
chumpion during the next four vears.

Thursday night it was Dubiin and the
terrat of a close encounter of the puckering
kind with Jonathan Philbin Bowman. Hillary
had recovered enough by Friday moming to
go ahead with her visit to Beifast and ber
uppetite had returned enough (o coloy dimer
with thve Bluirs last night

Jerome
Reilly

Next on the agenda Is Siberia, Ukralne,
Kuzahkstan. Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan a0d
other eastern European locatdons while just
recently It was South Aoerica, Panacma aod
other points south of ber natioa's bosrder.

The paraliels with Priccem Dianm are
plain to see. There is a realbation amoog the
heavily feminised Hlllary staff carpe that ber
mere presence will highlight (de kmars damest
to her heart while not exceeding or
impugning her limited Coastitutianal
paramerers.

America’s First Lady is abpont a8
powerless as our awn Presldent but she can
sound a strong symboiic remmnams as the
caring side of the presidendal parawrship.

Thus Belfast got a woridwide good news
story as che hopes for prece. rencwal und
reconciliztion were relayed by CNN, ABC.:
CBS und the rest of the tramsgiobal media
— atdeit brought (o the American public by
the secund division of rthe Washington prems
corps-

The fact that Hillary Clinton gladly
allowed herself to be upstaged by a teapot
during 2 low key and. by LS standards,
informal visit spoke volumes for her.

The stainless steel (eapot was of the
cvpe used in two star hotels which tered to
spill boillng hot tea everywhere bak into a
cup when poured.

It »as given to her hy the insplrasdonal
sctlvist Jovce McCartan ufter they shared a
ug of te¢u during President Clinton’s
triumphant visit to the North bearly rwo
years ajo.

Feelings
pour out
with a
symbolic
tegpot

Mrs Clinton"explained that she had told
67-vear-old Mrs McCartan durrg the 1995
visit that the teapot kept tea warrner than
the china ores she had in the Wilte House
Mrs McCartan, who lost 18 relatives
including u son duning the Trovbles, wrapped
up the Teapot und presented it to the Firse
Lady.

Now Mr3 Cllnton uses it every evening
she aad the President are in their private
rooms in the White House and their thougbts
turn to Jayce McCaran who died last yesr
and the peace she strived to achieve in her
own small way.

Hillary Clinton brought the teapot beck
to Belfast vesterday as she urged all sides to
compromise at the sort of table where Joyce
used (0 drink tea and taik peace with Hawis,
both Carholic rad Protestant.

LUsing a teapot as a metaphoe for peace
may appear trite. but whea Mrs Clintoo haid
up (he teapot in front of invited gursw at the
Unlversicy of Ulster in Jordamstown, there
was a hallowe'en flrework dhsplay of
pbotographic flashes and a picrare which will
be bearned around the world.

Later she chaived s dbcustion group
made yp of voasg people reprexnting groaps
and sasociaciom.

with the worid’s medla warching, it
coald have bren a0 embarrassing and stilted
Mlop Dut with a lawyer’s eye for the next
question to be asked, Mirs Clintoa chalred o
useful, sometimes revealing, exchange of
Idcas with the North’s next generstioa of
decision makers.

At a news cooference at Beifast’s
Waterfront Hsil, the First Lady spoke of ber
sadness for the Noath’s “*last youth'.

A gencration has croused into
adulthood on streers littered with brokes
glass snd buruing cars.

“Fow have feit tocaily safe in thelr owa
neighbourhoods. b their own beda Almost
all have growu up to the sound of guaflre,”
she sald,

She urged delrgites at the Cenerntico
2000 conference. to unite agslnst the. “plaguo
of digotry*".

Last night Mes Clinton lef? Belfast for
the UK where she dined with Toay and
Cherie Blair at the British Price Minkster’s
country residence. Chequers.

Just another stop on a woridwide road
to remuike herseif as an internstional figure
{n her own righe.
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keeps peace

hopes alive

COMPARED to the
US President’s visit to
the North two years
ago. Hillary Clinton’s
one-day stopover in
Belfast yesterday
produced little
excitement.

But i1t did help to
emphuasisc Amencs’s con-
tinying interest and her
globul crusude on behalf ot
women and youag people.

Unionists have com-
monly regurded US poliu=
ctans — particularly Demo~
crats — s uninformed and
anti-Bntish. while nationul-
i1sts sec them as influentidl
friend&, cupable of prompt-
ing uction (rom British
Zovermments.

The success of the 1995
Clunton wvisit wvus that it
brietly transcz=nded that
divide. but subsequent wel-
comes for Gerry Adyms
and concessions t0 the [RA

Analysis

The mooud of euphoria
that surrounded the lirst
fRA ceuasetire hus gone. !In
s oluce there s a quict
optimism — which Mrs
Clinton retlected — that
the fragile pcuce cun be
sustuined. however great
the diliculties.

Few expect the Stor-
mont talky 10 reuch ugrec-
men: by next Muay. but the
ice hus been broken and
there is no inclination
amoag any of the so~alled
parumilitary paarties o
return tO {ull-scuie violence.

The breakthrough that
led 0 the 991 (cuselirs
wuas achieved largely by
outside torces — in Dublin.
Londui. und Washingion
— and Mus Clinon gave
amelv assurance :ha they
haven't gone awiuy

The cves of Aamerica
and the wortd were again
an Northern Iretand Jduring
an cren Mmore pronnsing
Penad. she suid. a5 leuders
S the (wo communities
were Meeling tor alks.

Like Presidenc Clinton.
she aerelully avorded any
discussiun O the issues
involved. except xuce. So
wtas Jilticult to know what
impact she Mmude.

The womuen’s groups
and young pPenplc whom
she addressed 1n her
speechesd ut the Lniversity
of Ulkter und a Generation
2000 coniciencs in Bellust's
Wateritont Hail. wiill have
becn heirtencd, but Amen-
can interest meuns Jitlerent
things (0 unionisis und

NITgng A SSYSIWIWY

Barry White

huve hardened unionist
coinion.

Although Mrs Clinton
reterred wiarmly to the
talks process. like most vis-
iors. i€ is sull a bone of
cuntention among union-
ists. who teel :t is weighted
against them.

With two unionist par-
ues snurling on the outside.
David Tnmble's UUP have
to justify their pérticipetion
by attacking not only Sinn
Fein but nutonalitm in
generu! — und Dublin in
particular.

Whidt was intended us a
private debating chumber.
where parties would meet
faee to fuce und hammer
out their difterences on
devolutton 3snd North-
South relations, has
become un 4dreng for con-
Mict,

Kept outside, journalists
have 1o nterview paoliti-
Ciuns s they emerge. cach
tetling a diiTcrent story.

The combatve: UUP
lcader has 4lso incénsed the
SOLP with his delaving
tacies and his rerusal to
¢nguge. much i3 hegouate
with. Sinn Fein.

The SDLP. in retwalis-
tion. have called on Tony
Blair 1o specd upj the pro-
cess und ure demaunding
curly movement on cross-
border institutions.

David Trimble hus
miade it clear that he is
aguinst formal structures
and has only agteed to lis-
ten to pncxial'romb
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