
FOIA Number:2013-0661-F (3) 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff. 

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records 

Subgroup/Office of Origin: Cabinet Affairs 

Series/Staff Member: Irma Martinez 

Subseries: 

OA/1D Number: 16785 

Folder ID: 

Folder Title: 
NBA [National Ba ketball A sociation] Team Up 

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: 

s 24 2 10 
Position: 

3 





The NBA TeamUp Program 

Now in its second season , the NBA TeamUp program encourages young people in grades 6-12 to 
volunteer to improve their communities. This league-wide in itiative helps students positively impact their 
schools and neighborhoods while developing valuable leadership skills that will help them succeed both in 
and outside of the classroom. The NBA Team Up program is dedicated to providing community service 
opportun ities for young people, in the spirit of the league's commitment to the Presidents' Summit for 
America 's Future. 

Bob Lanier, eight-time NBA All-Star and member of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, 
serves as the program's chairman . Program components include a league-wide awareness day to 
promote community service, motivational visits by NBA players and representatives, a youth service 
award, educational materials and publ ic service announcements. 

Features of the 1997-1998 NBA TeamUp Program: 

NBA TeamUp Day: October 29, 1997 
Teamwork and community involvement are the themes as all 29 NBA teams visit with students to 
share the program's message and help bu ild awareness about the importance of community service. 

All-Star Weekend Host City: New York 
As hosts of the 1998 NBA Al l-Star Weekend , the New York Knicks, along with the NBA, have 
partnered with New York City Publ ic Schools and New York Cares to promote volunteerism 
throughout the five boroughs of New York City . Middle school educators can bring the TeamUp 
message into the classroom with the NBA TeamUp Teach ing Guide produced and provided by the 
NBA and Scholastic, Inc. High school students have the opportun ity to participate in TeamUp service 
projects organized in conjunction with New York Cares. Students who actively participate in the 
program receive rewards includ ing Knicks tickets, spokesmen visits, service grants, tickets to the 
1998 NBA TeamUp Celebration and a special TeamUp ral ly at their school. 

NBA TeamUp Celebration: February 7, 1998 
A highl ight of the NBA TeamUp program in the All-Star host city , the television special , featuring NBA 
All-Stars and entertainment celebrities, recogn izes young people who have shown an extraord inary 
ded ication to volunteeri sm. In an unequaled demonstration of te levision network cooperation, the 
one-of-a-kind program is simulcast from Madison Square Garden on an unparalleled six different 
networks: NBC, TNT, BET, Nickelodeon and Telemundo in the United States, and on YTV in Canada 
on Saturday, February 7 at 12 noon (EST). 

NBA TeamUp Award 
The NBA TeamUp Award recogn izes youth who address real needs in their commun ities. All 29 
teams nominate a group of students from their local area for recognition . Four teams are named 
final ists, and one is selected as the award winner. The winn ing projects are highlighted during a 
special edition of NBA Inside Stuff on NBC. 

Public Service Announcements 
The NBA produces and broadcasts PSAs focusing on the importance of community involvement. The 
PSAs feature NBA stars and air during NBA games and programming on NBC, TNT and TBS in the 
United States and CTV, TSN and YTV in Canada throughout the regular season and playoffs. 
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NBA Team Up Celebration 

For the past seven years, the NBA has recognized the achievements of young 
people by hosting the NBA TeamUp Celebration, a star-studded event held 
during the NBA All -Star Weekend. Celebrities from the film, television and 
music industries along with NBA All-Stars will recognize youth who have made 
a positive impact on their communities. 

Join our list of talent for the 1998 NBA TeamUp Celebration, and help the NBA 
honor these exceptional young people who are making a difference. The event 
will be held on February 7, 1998 at Madison Square Garden in New York. The 
following packets will provide you with further information on this upcoming 
event. See you in New Yorkrr 
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MICHAEL JORDAN 

PENNY HARDAWAY 

CHARLES BARKLEY 

GRANT HILL 

DAVID ROBINSON 

DIKEMBE MUTOMBO 

DOCRNERS 

B.J. ARMSTRONG 

DAMON SfOUDAMIRE 

JERRY STACKHOUSE 

JASON KIDD 

ISIAH THOMAS 

TYRONE "MUGGSY" BOGUES 

REGGIE MILLER 

KENNY SMITH 
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Willow Bay, "NBA Inside Stuff" 
LL CoolJ 

L Will Smith 
• atyana Ali, Jazzy Jeff & A onzo Ribeiro, "Fresh Prince of Bel Air" 

Jonathan Taylor Thomas, "Home Improvement" 
Brandy 

Jaleel White, "Family Matters" 
Mayim Bialik, Joey Lawrence, &Jenna Von Oy, "Blossom" 

Paula Abdul 
Gabrielle Carteris & Ian Ziering, "9021 O" 

Kel Mitchell & Kenan Thompson, 
Nickelodeon's "All That" and the movie "Good Burger" 

HeavyD 
Mario Lopez, "Saved by the Bell" 

Dennis "Mr. Belding" Haskins, Dustin "Screech" Diamond, 
"Saved by the Bell: The New Class" 

French Stewart, "3rd Rock from the Sun" 
Hammer 

Anthony Clark, "Boston Commons" 
Daniella Deutscher, Anthony Anderson, and Chad Gabriel , "Hangtime" 

Dominique Dawes, 1996 Olympic, Gold Gymnast 
JackieJoyner-Kersee, Olympic Track Star 

Queen Latifah, "Living Single" 
Mark Curry, "Hangin with Mr. Cooper" 
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NBA Team Up Day 

NEW YORK, Oct. 29 -- Today, more than 125 NBA players and more than 40 coaches from all 
29 teams will celebrate NBA TeamUp Day, an entire day dedicated to community service. NBA TeamUp 
Day marks the league-wide tipoff of the 1997-98 BA Team Up program, an initiative encouraging youth 
to volunteer to improve their communities. 

• Among the NBA stars participating are: 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Vancouver 
Kenny Anderson, Portland 
Brent Barry, Los Angeles Clippers 
Terrell Brandon, Milwaukee 
Tim Duncan, San Antonio 
Antonio McDyess, Phoenix 
Kevin Garnett, Minnesota 
Tom Gugliotta, Minnesota 
Allan Houston, ew York 
Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 

Shawn Kemp, Cleveland 
Christian Laettner, Atlanta 
Karl Malone, Utah 
Alonzo Mourning, Miami 
Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta 
Gary Payton, Seattle 
Mitch Richmond, Sacramento 
Glenn Robinson, Milwaukee 
Steve Smith, Atlanta 
John Starks, New York 

ick Van Exel, Los Angeles Lakers 

• BA head coaches celebrating the day include Mike Fratello, Bill Hanzlik, Brian Hill, Phil Jackson, 
George Karl, Gregg Popovich, Pat Riley and Jeff Van Gundy. 

• Six teams - the Atlanta Hawks, Milwaukee Bucks, Minnesota Timberwolves, Portland Trail Blazers, 
Sacramento Kings and Utah Jazz -- will have their entire player rosters at Team Up Day events. 

• Players, coaches and students will do a variety of community service projects such as: 
- mentoring and reading to youngsters 
- cleaning up school grounds and renovating community centers 
- helping build low-income housing 
- planting trees and beautifying a beach 
- giving Halloween parties for homeless youth 
- visiting patients at hospitals 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Maria Nakis, NBA, 212/407-8038/mnakis@nba.com 

/97 
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,~ National Basketball Association 
BOB LANIER 

NBA TeamUp Program Chairman 

Bob Lanier, eight-time NBA All-Star and member of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame, serves as chairman of the NBA Team Up program. As chairman, Lanier visits with 
students and delivers a motivational and educational message encouraging youth volunteerism. 
The message, conveyed through the acronym "TEAM" (Teamwork, Effort, Attitude and 
Motivation), focuses on the underlying theme of the Team Up program: one of the best ways to 
help yourself is by helping others. 

The first overall pick in the 1970 NBA Draft, Lanier played nine seasons with the Detroit Pistons 
before being traded to the Milwaukee Bucks during the 1979-80 season. Lanier' s 14 years in the 
NBA resulted in many accomplishments including: 27th on the NBA' s all-time scoring list, with 
more than 19,000 points; NBA All-Rookie Team member in 1971 ; and NBA All-Star Game 
MVP in 1974. 

Lanier graduated with a degree in business administration from St. Bonaventure University, 
where he also had an outstanding basketball career. He was named to The Sporting News All­
America First Team in 1970, and in 1978 was selected by the Professional Basketball Writers 
Association (PBW A) to receive the J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award for outstanding 
community service. In 1981 , the YMCA presented him with the Jackie Robinson Award for 
service to youth, good citizenship and leadership. He is a 1990 inductee of the Michigan Sports 
Hall of Fame, and a 1991 inductee of the Western New York Sports Hall of Fame in his native 
Buffalo . He was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1992, and has had his number 
retired by the Detroit Pistons and the Milwaukee Bucks. In 1993 , Lanier was the recipient of the 
Schick Achievement Award, given to an NBA player in recognition of distinguished 
contributions off the court. 

In addition to his work with the NBA TeamUp program, Lanier remains active in many issues 
related to children and education. He is a member of the board of directors of the Milwaukee 
Council on Alcoholism and the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee. He also has served as 
honorary chairperson of the Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund and holds an honorary 
doctorate from St. Bonaventure. 

Lanier and his wife, Rose, reside in Scottsdale, Arizona. They have seven children between 
them. 
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ROLANDO BLACKMAN 
NBA TeamUp Program Spokesman 

Four-time NBA All-Star Rolando Blackman, recently named the color analyst for the San Antonio 
Spurs, joined the NBA Team Up program at the start of the 1997-98 season as a spokesman. 
Born in Panama and raised in East Flatbush, N.Y., Blackman returns to New York to speak to 
youth about the importance of teamwork and volunteerism , motivating students to improve both 
their communities and themselves through public service. 

Selected ninth overall in the 1981 NBA draft, the majority of Blackman's 13-year NBA career 
was spent rewriting the Dallas Mavericks' record books . He is the Mavs' all-time leading scorer 
(16,643 points) and ranks first in field goals made (6,487) , free throws made (3 ,501) and 
minutes played (29,684) for Dallas. Traded to the New York Knicks in 1992, Rolando played 
two seasons in New York, ending his NBA career with 17,623 points. Following the 1993-94 
season, Blackman played for teams in Greece, Italy and France, returning to the United States 
to finish his degree in Social Sciences from Kansas State University. 

A standout at KSU , Blackman was named First-team All-America as a senior and Big Eight 
Defensive Player of the Year three times, and was later selected for the Big Eight's All-Decade 
Team of the 80's. In his junior year, Rolando was a member of the 1980 United States Olympic 
basketball team that ultimately did not compete because of the U. S. boycott of the Moscow 
Olympics. 

Blackman's basketball stats are rivaled only by his record in community service. He served as 
vice-president of the National Board of Directors for the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) 
and as co-chairman of the MDA Miles of Smiles Campaign from 1987 to 1992. He has also 
been a spokesman for the Dallas Children 's Medical Center, the Dallas Police Department and 
the North Texas Just Say No Campaign, in addition to working with the Big Brothers & Big 
Sisters program and the Dallas Youth Foundation. 

In recognition of his efforts off the court, Blackman has received a number of honors including 
the 1987 National Basketball Players Association J. Patrick Foley Community Service Award, 
1987 Special Olympian of the Year, the 1988 North Texas Distinguished Volunteer Award for his 
work with the Special Olympics and the 1991 Teamwork Award presented by the Boys and Girls 
Club of America . In recognition of his dedication to community service, Brooklyn's Ditmas Park, 
where Blackman learned to play basketball , was renamed Rolando Blackman Park in 1987. 

With his playing days behind him , Blackman is currently pursuing a career in broadcasting. He 
works with Creative Sports providing color analysis for Big 12 Conference basketball games and 
has experience as a host and reporter for numerous programs, including an NBA special for 
"Hoop It Up" on NBC. Blackman and his wife, Tamara, reside in Frisco, Texas, and have four 
children . 
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FOUR-TIME NBA ALL-ST AR ROLANDO BLACKMAN 
JOINS NBA TEAMUP PROGRAM 

NEW YORK, Sept. 25 -- The National Basketball Association announced today that four­

time NBA All-Star Rolando Blackman -- formerly of the New York Knicks and Dallas 

Mavericks -- will be a spokesman for the BA TeamUp program. a league-wide initiative 

encouraging youth volunteerism. 

Blackman' s first appearance. with BA Team Up Chairman and Hall of Farner Bob 

Lanier, will be Friday, September 26, at Clove Lake Park in Staten Island, New York. He and 20 

student volunteers will paint, clean and beautify the ponds, horse trails, and picnic and 

recreational areas throughout the park. 

As a spokesman. Blackman will speak with students in grades 6-12 about the importance 

of improving their communities through service projects. Utilizing the TEAM acronym -­

Teamwork, Effort, Attitude and Motivation -- he will draw attention to ways young people can 

learn and develop through volunteer activities. 

"I am excited to join Bob and the league as part of the NBA Team Up program," said 

Blackman. "I am looking forward to helping young people learn the value, benefits and, 

especially, the fun of giving back to the community." 

-more-
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ROLANDO BLACKMAN 
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Selected ninth overall by the Dallas Mavericks in the 1981 NBA Draft, Blackman spent the 

majority of his 13-year career with the Mavs before being traded to the New York Knicks in 1992. He 

ended his career in New York with 17,623 points, but only after rewriting the Mavs ' record books as their 

all-time leader in scoring (16,643), field goals made (6,487), free throws made (3,501) and minutes played 

(29,684). A graduate of Kansas State University, Blackman was a member of the 1980 United States 

Olympic basketball team that ultimately did not compete because of the U.S. boycott of the Moscow 

Olympics. 

Throughout his career, Blackman has been dedicated to community service. He served as vice­

president of the National Board of Directors for the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) and as co­

chairman of the MDA Miles of Smiles Campaign from 1987 to 1992. In addition, he has worked with a 

number of Dallas-based organizations and has been honored by the National Basketball Players 

Association, the Special Olympics and the Boys and Girls Club of America. In recognition of his work, 

Brooklyn' s Ditmas Park, where Blackman learned to play basketball, was renamed Rolando Blackman 

Park in 1987. 

Now in its second year, the NBA TeamUp program is the league' s primary outreach initiative 

dedicated to youth and education. Program components include a league-wide awareness day, 

motivational visits by NBA players and representatives, a youth service award, the NBA Team Up 

Celebration, educational materials and public service announcements. 
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The Prudential Spirit of Community Youth Survey 
A Survey of High School Students on Community Involvement 

Conducted by The Wirth/in Group 
August 1995 

• Almost all teens (95%) believe it is important for people to be involved in the 
community by volunteering their time to charitable, civic, cultural, environmental or 
political activities. and nearly two-thirds (62%) feel it is very important. Further, 
seven in ten (71 %) feel their communities would be better places to live if more 
adults volunteered, and eight in ten (81 % ) feel it would be better if more students 
volunteered. 

• According to teens, the most important reasons students volunteer are: it makes them 
feel good about themselves (89%); they want to list some community.service 
activities on their college applications (87%); they want to learn skills they cannot 
learn elsewhere (81 % ); they have roots in the community (78% ); they feel they have 
to give something back to the community (75%); and they find it fun or have friends 
who do it (75%). 

• Teens also say students do not volunteer because: they do not know how to get 
involved (74%) or simply are never asked (60%). 

• What kinds of community service interest students the most? Charitable activities, 
including non-profit or church organizations involved with the needy, youth, senior 
citizens, etc. -- 88%. Education activities such as tutoring, peer counseling, coaching 
sports and participating in student government -- 83%. Environmental activities such 
as cleaning up or otherwise improving parks, recreation facilities , etc. -- 82%. 
Cultural activities such as working with theater, music and arts groups -- 66%. 

• Among volunteers, 44% say that their schools place a lot of emphasis on the 
importance of community involvement while only 31 % of non-volunteers respond the 
same way. 

*The margin of error for any percentage result in the report is about 2% to 3% at the 
95% confidence interval. 
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How We Can Teach Young Peapw to Care 
By ROBERT WUTHNOW 

G
IVING AND VOLUNTEERING are precarious tradi­
tions. Without proper instruction. the next 
generation is likely to live out the worst stereo­
types that are already being applied to Gener­

ation X: selfish, passive, socially irresponsible. With ap­
propriate training, our children will carry on the Ameri­
can legacy of caring and generosity. But what exactly 
needs to be taught? 

I recently explored this question by analyzing data 
from national surveys on volunteering 
and giving among American teen-agers 
and by interviewing young people 
across the country. My findings high­
light the import.ance of carefully de­
signed community-service programs in 
which action and self-reflection go hand 
in hand. 

Two-thirds of American teen-agers re­
port having done some kind of volunteer 
work within the past 12 months. A ma­
jority attend high schools that encour­
age community-service work. Many 
participate in youth groups at their 
churches or synagogues that provide op­
portunities for service. Others are in­
volved in scouting, or volunteer at 
neighborhood centers. 

The specific areas of involvement are 
enormously varied: American youths 
participate. in AmJ-awareness programs. help out at 
homeless shelters and soup kitchens, volunteer for the 
Special Olympics, help clean up parks and beaches, tutor 
other children, and work with Habitat for Humanity to 
provide housing for the poor. 

But many young people remain uninvolved, and those 
who have been enlisted in community-service programa 

report mixed experiences. Some have been inspired to 
think about ways they can continue to serve throughout 
their high-school years and beyond-even about ways to 
incorporate altruism into their caree~while others are 
glad when the experience is over. What makes the differ­
~nce? 

~unuring caring behavior in our young is actually not 
J.S difficuit as it might seem. The reason is that most 
young peo~le already know what it means to care about 
others. A popular notion these days is that people must be 

taught to care from scratch, almost as if 
it were alien to human nature. Tilis 
view assumes that people are basically 
selfish and self-interested, or are cor­
rupted at an early age by dysfunctional 
families, television, competition with 
their peers. and schools devoid of values. 
In fact, however, altruism is deeply root­
ed in the human experience. 

The vast majority of American youths 
acquire a basic understanding oi caring 
by being cared for within their own fam­
ilies. Most of the remainder learn from 
some other adult. such as a grandpar­
ent, scout leader, pastor, or teacher. 
Young people know that it feels good to 
be cared for, and they can readily imag­
ine other people's pleasure in receiving 
care. Most of them know what it is like 
to care deeply about their parents or sib­

lings, and many of them see their parent.s helping elderly 
relatives. sick neighbors, or friends. 

This basic sense of caring, moreover, is generally tied to 
young people's understanding of what is of value in life. 
For many, religious teachings convey the intrinsic value 
of loving one's neighbor. Others are guided by a humani­
tarian world-view that en,pbasiU!S the importance of 



h1::l ping the needy, promoting the common good. paying 
back the community, and growing as a person by helping 
others. Those are the frameworks on which any good 
community-service program can build. 

Childhood understandings of caring, however. are only 
a foundation for doi~ good in the world. Training is 
necessary to help yoW1g people make the transition to a 
more mature conception of caring that enables them to 
make a difference in other people's lives. Early concep­
tions involve a generalized sense of compassion and are 
restricted almost exclusively to family and close friends. 
They must be transcended if kindness is to take on con­
crete expression and be extended to needy strangers and 
to the wi.der community. It is only by learnmg specific 
roles and skills that young people can move beyond empa­
thy to practical ways of helping others. 

C
OMMUNITY-SERVICE PROGRAMS, whether based 
in schools or in other community organizations. 
teach young people to work cooperatively wi.th 
others and to make use of the resources avail­

able to them in the form of social institutions. By partici­
pating in such programs, teen-agers learn to channel 
their interests and talents into particular avenues of 
service. The best programs provide a menu of opportuni­
ties and encourage young people to sample various op­
tions. 

Young people who take part in community-service pro­
grams learn that they can make a difference by investing 
relatively small amounts of time and energy. While some 
start wi.th the idealistic-and unrealistic-notion that 
they must save the world single-handedly, their experi­
ence teaches them the value of making a small effort 
when that effort is coordinated wi.th the efforts of many 
other people. 

Self-reflection is a crucial component of an effective 
community-service program. Young people must be giv­
en ample opportunities to talk about their experiences 
with fellow volunteers and with other students and 
adults. They should be encouraged to reflect on the mean­
ing of their experiences by keeping a journal or by giving 

written or oral reportS that link their experiences wi.th 
their sense of who they are, how they were raised, and 
what they cherish. Indeed. a program's ability to prompt 
self-reflection can be considered even more important 
than the extent to which it meets the immediate commu­
nity needs that it was designed to fulfill. 

The reason reflection is so important is that young 
people need to discover motives for giving and volunteer­
ing. I say "discover" because motives are not necessarily 
pre-existing mental states that impel people to take ac­
tion. Rather. they can be conceived as after-the-fact ac­
counts that we learn to tell in order to explain why we do 
what we do. Such stories connect basic understandings of 
caring with specific community-service activities. With a 
good story in hand, people find it easier to remain in­
volved; wi.thout a story, they are likely to fall away. 

Virtue can be understood as a special kind of personal 
strength that focuses less on self-reliance than on the 
ability to make use of the social institutions that sur­
round us to advance the common good. And stories of 
virtue can inspire virtuous behavior in others. Taking 
part in community-service programs exposes yoW1g peo­
ple to stories told by peers about successes (and failures) 
in real-life efforts to help others. Th·ese are tales of action; 
they make no sense unless the storyteller is engaged in 
helping others. The young people who listen to those 
stories and see them enacted are experiencing one of the 
most effective means of learning to care. 

Good community-service programs do not just happen. 
They require effective leadership, and they depend great­
ly on individual initiative. They also depend on money 
from private donors and on public support. With such 
support. there is every reason to be optimistic about the 
next generation's involvement in giving and volW1teer-
ing. 

Robert Wuthrww, the Gerhard R. And.liner Professor of 
Sociology at Princeton University, is the autlwr of Learn­
ing to Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age of Indiffer­
ence (Oxford U niuersity Press), which is based on research 
supported by the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. 
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THE PLAIN DEALER 

NBA, students TeamUp 
to serve the community 

By FRAN HENRY 
"U.11111 OCAUR IU.POATU. 

If the words "community se rv­
ice" don't n ng your chimes. 
.:hances are you haven 't had the 
pleasure of doing 1t. The National 
Basketball Assoc1anon 's TeamUp 
program 1s commmed to chang• 
:ngthat. 

Today Bened1ctme and Fair­
view high school students will at­
rend mouvauonal rallies where 
fo rmer Cleveland Cavalier All• 
'irars Bob Lanier and Ausnn Carr 
will focus on rhe Team Up theme: 
• lne oi the be:,t ways to help your­
•cl f 1s by helpmg others . 

The students arc amon!! those 
at J4 area schools or you th orga­
~1zat10ns that Lamer and Carr are 
,·,siung th roui!h November to 
present mouvanonal assemblies 
and assist in NBA-funded proj · 
ects. 

Lanier. of Milwaukee. 1s chair­
man of the Team Up program, and 
Carr. of Solon. 1s the Cavaliers ' 
director of community business 
Jevelopment. 

Smee late September. numer­
ous community se!'Vlce projects 
have been completed by students 
m grades 6- I 2. including recy­
ding programs, hunger center 
work, outreach to semor citizens, 
work m a battered women 's shel• 
ter and peer mentonng and tutor-

• Would you like to write a 
NEXT story about your 
school's TeamUp project? To 
f1nd out how. call Youth Editor 
Julie E. Washington at 
999·4539 between 9 a.m. and 
6 p.m.. or write to The Plain 
Dealer. 180 l Superior Ave_ 
Cleveland. Ohio 44 l 14. 

mg. 
:-line schools and five youth or­

ganizations. including Lake­
wood's Help to Others or H2O 
youth vo lunteer program. have 
received funding from the NBA to 
help cover project expenses. H2O 
received $500 to develop a Home 
Alone workshop for parents and 
students m grades 3-5. 

The leaguew1de TeamUp cul­
rrunates during NBA All-Star 
Weekend, when a television spe• 
c1al at noon Feb. 8 will showcase 
the imponance of volunteer work. 
The show: featuring NBA All· 
Stars and entenamers. will be 
broadcast on NBC. rn and Nick­
elodeon. 

Fr. Michael Bnmovsky, a Bene· 
dictine history and theology 
teacher, is happy with the boost 
he expects TeamUp will give to 
the school 's annual holiday pro­
gram. Benedictine Helping Santa. 

SEE MIA/ 2-E 
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NBA students TeamUp to serve community 
NBA FROMI-E 

"Each year the students collect 
about 4,000 items for area shel­
ten, including St. Augustine 's, St. 
Mark's and St. Cecilia's. With 
TeamUp helping us 'hoop up' the 
kids this year. we hope to raise 
over 5,000 items," said Bru­
novsky. 

"Every year we get a new crop 
in the freshman class, and they've 
got to get a sense that this pro• 

gram is important, not just to the 
Catholic Church and cle!'11Y ," he 
said. "Kids aren 't going to realize 
how much good they do until they 
see it." 

Fairview High School's student 
project is a community food 
drive. 

Lanier and Carr were sched­
uled to present twa TeamUp ral· 
lies last weekend, one Friday at 
Gund Arena for participants in 
the National Conference, which 
promotes racial harmony in 
Cleveland. These students are 

training to be docents for the 
Anne Frank and the World ex­
hibit in the spring. 

The other Tally was for Youth 
Challenge, whose volunteers 
helped disabled youths and senior 
citizens at Berea Aristocrat Sen­
ior Center create wheelchair an. 

The official TeamUp kickoff in 
Cleveland was Oct. 30, when Al· 
exander Hamilton Middle School 
students, several Cavaliers play­
e~ and head coach Mike Fratello 
visited a seruor citizens recrea­
tion center. 
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jEast· Techjunior typifies 
\spirit of NBA's ·TearnUp 
: By PATRICE M.JONES q\9'\stersaid. 

and MICHAEL K. MclNTYRE Denson also speaks to religious 
ru1• oou .. ,,.om:., groups and others about his child· 

. Rrnhmn Denson has grown nc• hood and the way Register 

.customed to telling the sad tale of pushed him two years ago to at­
'. his early life - how he spent tend schqol and to join Cleve­
.much of his childhood bouncing land's Oli~et Institutional Baptist 
'from one relative to another, how Church. 
:he sold drugs to make end~ meet "Thi~ award h nothing less 
·mul how he carried a gun to .pro- than II blessing. I feel tnlly hon­
'. tecl his life. ' ored, nattered, just super-elated 
, Dul it is the continuing story or bryond belief," Denson said. 
:nenson's life - a life turned "I feel real proud," Register 
,around with . help from his said. "Brahma Is doing a very 
'teacher, Brian Register - that good job. and I believe the NBA Is 
:has inspired others and gained good to spotlil!ht Brahma and rec• 

• 'Denson, 17, national recognition. ognize his accomplishments. I 
: Denson will be one of four stu- think ell the students are the real 
•dents honored for their contribu- stars. When they say no to drugs 
'. lions to community service by the and crime and gangster activity 
•NBA's Team Up program during a and yes to academic excellence, 
:nat1011ally lelev!Ytt cclelfluliy to- that makes them the all-stars ." 
,dny as pan of the All -Star Week- The award will cap an eventful 
'.end. year for Denson, who was p_ro-
' Denson, a junior at East Tech- filed In a Plain Dealer series last 
'nica l High School, was chosen be- April about the struggles · lacing 
'.cause of his contributions to the· black male students. Along with 
•community, including mentoring being honored by the NBA, Den­
:students at East Tech in a pro- son has begun the process to be 
'1?ram supported by Team Up. readmitted to a program called 
: "I-le ofTers them hope, the same Young Scholars, which, if he 
•kind of things tJ.e's gotten. He's keeps his grades up and takes ad­
'.showlhg them that there is some- ditional courses, would qualify 
,one that cares about them," Reg- him for a scholarship to Ohio 

State University. He had been 
kicked out or the program after 
his freshman year because or 
poor attendance and bad grades. 

More than 10,000 Cleveland­
area youngsters who participated 
in community service as part of 
the TeamUp initiative will attend 
the celebration today. It will be 
broadcast simultaneously at noon 
on NBC, TNT, Nickelodeon, BET, 
Spanish-language network Tele­
mundo, and YTV In Canada. 

TeamUp is a leaguewlde out­
reach program begun last year to 
encourage young people to be­
come involved in community 
service. Point gunrd Terrell 
Brandon is the Cavaliers' 
Team Up representative. • 

In addition to Denson, Bryan 
Fretwell or Vancouver, Wash., 
and Nnomi Swei and.Cindi Wach, 
both of Mesa, Ariz., will be hon­
ored. 

Fretwell, 18, had surgery when 
he was 10 to remove a brain tu­
mor. Now 18, he heads an orga­
nization that raises money for the 
hospital where he was treated. 

Swei and Wach, classmates at 
Red Mountain High School In 
Mesa, make weekly visits to local 
elementary schools and Ameri• 
can Indian reservations to help 

Brahma Denson. a student at East Tech High School. will be honored during NBA TeamUp actlv!Ues 
today. He credits his teacher. Brian Register. with helping him tum his life around 

motivate young people to read. 
Before TeamUp tomorrow, the 

Cleveland Initiative for Educa­
tion - a joint effort of the NBA 
and 40 Cleveland-area schools 
and youth organizations that en­
courages community involvement 

- will recieve the AT&T Commu­
nity Award and a $7,000 grant. 

Denson says he hopes that 
someone watchin~ TeamUp Is 
motivated to help themself and 
others. . 

"That would be a wonderful 

spinofT, if jllst one person out or 
the millions who watch the tele-. 
cast change their mind or habits 
and say, 'I'll help in ' whateVel'. 
facet I can,' " he said. "It took one. 
;person helping another for me to; 
'betiere." . 
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In America ~ 
~-a.·BOB HERBERT--

. . . 

-TW,o Real 
N,B.A~ . 

.Heroes .-~ 
-· -~ • ..... · . ll., _. I 

.. -1 
• Dennis KOCllDan and aome of the• • 
• lottier bid boys of professional aporu • 
llaald learn a few th1np from Bryan 
,retweu and Brahma Denson,. two 
,aunpters who wtll be honored thll 
, Weekend by the National Baatetball: 
AAIIOC11t1m • •• 

·Back ID 1989, when Bryan WU 101• • 
yean old. he began having excruct- • 
atms headaches. At times he would 
"dlaclt out: .Ordinary lite WU put on 
t'told for the fifth grader at MW Pllln • 
'!lementary School ID , Vancouver, 
Wub., as docto1'9 tried to figure out · 
~wuwrong. 
. • ."I wasn't that scared In the begln­
lllnl," said Bryan. In an Interview 

1ltus week. "But I got scared when I 
1saw how upset my parents were. ' 
',ni.t they found WU that I had a 
tumor that wu on~fourth to • _, 
third the size of my brain."· . 
} ; lbe tumor wu mallgnant. "They 

. ' ieeded to remove It right away:•· 
/aid Bryan. "They said I might bave 

J!lled Within a week." I •• . 

; ~lbe surgery took eight hours and 
~ a big success. Bryan recovered 
~thout having to undergo chemo­
ti\erapy or radlatton treatments. 
. We're past the !Ive-year point,'' 
111! said. "which tellS them lt'I nae 
coming baclt." 

. . Durtng his long recovery pertod. 
JUym tried to think of ways he could 
l\,ii, other kldl wh!', w~re JI~. Al Ila 

These teen-agers', 
triumphs:.were: 
no slam-dunk. '. • 

,, ' 

.-9t It: "Golnl throuch that makee• 
""1 arow up futer. If yvu•ve beell 
"'ere firsthand. yvu hope yvu cauld 
do 10methlnl to make It elller:far 
iomeone elH." • •• • _, • 

Bryan decided to help ra1H money 
tpr the Doembecher Chlldren'1 Hm-­
,,pital' In Ponland. Ore., where the 
auraery wu performed. He Joined a! 

, ~-ralstns organtiatton at the boa-' 
, R)_tal called "Kida Maklnl MlraclN.''; 
mu■ tar he and the other volunteen,, 
,at Of them children and teen-qtl"I, •• 
i,ve raised l500,iioo, Bryan II now • • 
~airmen of the IJWP.and his 
ac,at II to reach Sl mUUon In dona­
i.!bni by the end ol I 999. 

BryaJJ.11, aim a ~ ID tht' 
.A.'1 Team Up Pl'Olr&m. a recentli 

, raantzed effort dtllgned to en-
age younptel'9 to volunteer for 

i tte■ that wtll help other young. 
~1'9. A few Weeki ago he WU told he 
"10Uid be qne of a handful of Team Up . • 

· .Jtida Whole extraordinary efforts wtll 
• honored at tbll weekend's N.B.A. . 
,"'1-Star Gamt c:elebratton In a.-
·'-·, Bryan, who II 11 now and hopa 
IOIDeday to bt a pedlatrtctan, • 
boarded a fllaht from Vam:ouver to 

.111eveJand earty yeeterday momlnl, • 
".I'm In fine health," he lald. "I bavt • 
• Jot to be aratetul for." 

Brahma Delllon, who lives In 
1CJenland, WU all but homet-■ I • • 
,.. yun qo. "I wu supposed to bt 
llvinl wttb my liltlr but lbl&Dd .f 
didn't let aloaa," ht lald. 
~ He WU 14 ID4 fa-dnlted by 111111 
~ pnptera. "lbt control and 

1 power that I saw ID Matta life In the • 
I moviel WU very ucittq to mt,'' ht 
-.aid. "It seemed to me that tht rea­
·bl they had control WU becauM of 
Jhe IUDI they had, and their wtl11111-
DIU to 1111 them." 

1bat contruted, ht utd, wttb tht 
1~ of powerleuneu bt tilt In h1I 
9Wll llfL "To have a firearm. to know 
• ~ It WU there and I could 1111 It, 
_pieant tlW I would have Pft9I: and 
,qaatral." . • . I 

He aot a 11111, Ht dult drup. And 
!Dffltably he ended up In trouble 
,1'tt!l tbe law. 

Enter a teacber•mlnilter-«IIUINf 
,&amid Brian Reailttr. Ht saw II 
lrahma a boy wbo WU contuNd lnC 
alone but who WU : IIUll1lpQt and 
bad artat potent1a1. • ' 

''lie hid nenr bttn ID I ltablt 
attuatton,'' utd Mr. Rqtatar. !'So I 
.&r1td to help out With that." • 

Mr. Rqtater enrolltd Brahma In 
Illa dratttq and dtstp proaram at 
Clneland'I Eut Ttctl Hlah SdlooL 
l;lt found Brahma a pla.ct to llvL Ht 
IOC h1m ID atteNchoal Job. ADd bl · 
taolt tht boy to h1I c:hun:h. • 
r. Said Brabma, who 11 now 17 and 
10Clldns forward to colllp: "I came . 
to IN that tbt 11ft of tht ltrelU, 
-w111dl I had ldo1lzed 10 mucb, alwayt 
t..ada to tbe aama placa, • wbldl II 
'8adl or Jail." • 
, Ravtna tumed h1I 11ft around (It 
llOk tbree yean and wu by no 
IDIIDI euy), Brabma, Ub Bryan 
Fmweu. felt t11e desire to do 10me­
.\b1JllthatmtabtUNthetouibUlll­
i:tenc:ea of soma of h1I peers. Ht 
u,endl a arut deal of time now • 
Jptaklna to younc people, tndlvt~ 
J, and ID gn,upa, about the clanpn at 
.-U-deltructtve behavior. . 
"' I ulted h1m bow he felt whtn ht 
1eamed that be wu betna honored by 
,tbe N.B.A. ID a ceremony that wtll be 
tetevlled tomorrow on MYeral U.S. 
nttwor1al and ID Canada. 
, "I ft&& blllled," he lald. C 
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LaniecHclpfilgchildrenlifetimereward 
By Valerie Lister 

. . USA TODAY 

Bob Lanier doesn't remember the exact 
date, but he'll never forget the event 

About ftve years ago, he was In Orlando 
. talking to a group of elementary to middle 

school-aged children about the NBA's Stay 
In School program. One, a boy named Rod­
ney, suddenly ran out 

"He had dropped out of school and I 
talked with him and he Just ran out," says 
Lanier. 

"He didn't want to hear it About three 
weeks later, he came back to my hotel 
room, knocked on the door and said, 'Mr. 
Lanier,. I'm back in school.' He had his 

school books with him and he said, 'I'm 
hungry. can you get me a couple of ham­
burgers.' I said, 'I'll buy you as many ham~ 
burgers as you can eat' I had tears in my 
eyes because it made me feel so good.'' 

And that's why Lanier, an eight-time 
NBA All-Star and Basketball Hall of 
• 1-amer, continues his work with children. 

The latest the NBA Team Up Program, 
which encourages teens to become actlve 
In their communities. A concert promoting 
the program is part of the NBA All-Star ac­
tivities this weekend In Cleveland. 

Lanier has been doing the work for nine 
years. The leagu~nsored program is 
new. The challenge remains the same -
getting the kids' attention. 

"You have to sell the student on it a little 
• more now than m~ybe nine years ago," he 
says . .,You have to make them understand 
the what's-in-it-for-them kind of deal. It's a 
little tougher today to get the buy-in, but 
when you get the buy-in, you get such great 
satisfaction." 

Lanier, 48, also has learned he can't just 
walk into a room and expect students to lis­
ten, even if he ls a NBA legend. 

"This ls much tougher (than any basket­
ball game)," says Lanier, who averaged 
20.l points and 10.l rebounds in a 14-year 

. career. 
"But it's much more rewarding too be­

cause this lasts for a lit etlme. 
"Basketball is only a part of your llf e.'' • 
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Teens believe 
in community 
involvement 
By Tamara Henry 
USA TODAY 

Teenegers want greater ~ 
portunities to help ftx commu­
nity problems, says a study out 
Wednesday. 

1be study by The WirthUn. 
Group found 95% of the 933 
teen,qers questioned believe 
it Is "important'' for adults and 
teens to get Involved In local 
civic. charitable, cultural, envi­
romnental and political activi­
ties. Nearly two-thirds, 62%, 
feel lt ls "very important." 

Sixty«ven percent say they 
are Involved In some volunteer 
adivtty, such as working at 
9011p kitchens, nursing homes 
or homele!S shelters. Thirty 
percent of students volunteer'­
iDg devote more than an aver­
• of 20 hours a year. Amon8 
all students, 24% say their hlgb 
school bas a community ser­
vice requirement. 

'1'oday's Involved teen,qers 
are a far cry from the listless, 
uninvolved twenty-something 
Generation Xers depleted in 
the media," says Arthur Ryan, 
CEO of The Prudential Insur­
ance Co. of America, which 
spomored the !IUl'Yey. 

Margin of error: 3.3 points. 
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I 
f vou listen closelv on Sat­
urday morning. Feb ruary 
10. yo u 'l l hear them -
20.000 stuoents rrom near!,· 
100 San :\ntonio and Soutn 

, _ . , , Texas area middle scnools. Clapping. 
• -# ,---:_-., • cb..Ki\ing and cheering. Stomping. screaming and 
~ __ , ~,~.shilling. It's not just any occasion or anv week-
.~_---:- ·"\ 'eRd'. It's the day they 've been working toward. It 's 

, - ·-.,'- ~-~ .·<J~e 1996 NBA All-Star Yo uth Celebrauon . 
--:-~ ~ _.._-: -...:.•;;.,: .: f,-f~er months of goal-setting. hard work and 

-_:-- __: .::,-"'tl._tlo_rmination. these students have earned a tick-
:-_ -------- _.....:. --,et..tb a verv special show. consi dered to be one of 
...___ - '"- - the J;iighlights of the NBA All-Star Weekend. It's ..... _, . ·----- _, 

_- '· .' ._ _'a r~ard . a treat. a way of saying. "Co ngratula-
'- ..,. ~ Jions. job well done. " 

: "\ -· ',· _ ....f~; two exci ting hnurs the students will be 
'..:_ ~- - ... - -.etit~i-tained by film . tel evision and music 
-~- :-• .. ""\. ' ~elebrities, as well as NBA p lavers. who are '~ ~- ~ • 
•~ -" • d a'h~trn g then time and talent to salute the . .. - _..._ \,. -~'7.._--....__ ~ - young people who have made achievements in 

• , ...._ . ---. ~ci:too l and their communities. 
""--- . - "' 

...... -...... • .... ·- _, .-

Taking the message to a national audience. the 
"Celebration·· will be broadcast simultaneously 
on NBC. T~T. Nickelodeon and BET on February 
10 (at noon EST) for the sixth consecutive year. 
Hosting tne telecast from the Alamodome . home 
of the San .-\ntonio Spurs. will be Ahmad Rashad 
,VBA Sta_v m and Willow Bav . co -ho sts of NBA 
School Inside Stuff. 

Chairman lt al l st arted back on November 1. 
Bob Lanier 

the t i p-off of the NBA Stay in 
School program . Tha t day. the students were 
introduced to the "Three-Point Plav fo r Success 
in Schoo l "-attendance and academi c achieve­
ment. behavio r and citizenship-and challenged 
to spend the next three months focusing on mak­
ing impro,·ements in these areas. 

Those who met criteria established by their 
ind ividu ai sc hools were awarded with a once-in­
a -lifetime op portunitv to attend on e of the 
nottest e\'ents of the year. the 1996 NBA All-Star 
Youth Ce lebration. 

To help keep the students motivated. each par­
ti cipating school in San Antonio's Bexar County 
had a special assemblv led by NBA Stay in 
Sc hool Chairm an Bob Lanier and prog ram 

► Th t I th rl t sp okesmen Harvey 
► 1110 Do\', 11 8 ~rnuen ~ Catchings, Calvin Mur-

: were intro □ UL80 to tne phy, Frank Johnson and 

E '1nree}oint rlo~ !or ~:r~~: s:nu;s ~:
0:!; 

► ~LiLL8~~ in ~Ln □ ol." Moore . The former 
► NBA stars addre ssed 
students on the importance of a high school edu­
cation and other issues facing young people. 

With the help of the RESPECT acronym, the 
spokesmen delivered messages emphasizing the 
importance of students taking responsibility for 



their o wn success in and out of 
school. RESPECT stands for: 

Resolve conflicts without violence 
Ettort in education 
Set short- and long-term goals 
Positive attitude 
Earn and give respect 
Community service 
Think before you act 

:\dditionally. month !\' incenuves 
s u ch as baske tbal l trading ca rds. 
'ocker posters and .\'BA Inside Stu fj 
magazines we re gi ven to students 
basea on achievement. 

S tud ents were also enco uraged to 
parti cipate in three conte:.ts-<:reat1ve 
writing . ;:, ub lic service a nnoun ce­
ments and mural design- focusing on 

wavs \'Ou th can make a personal com­
mitment to nonviolence. 

The creative writin g w inner will 
serv e as the /\:BA Radio ju mor Corre­
spondent during the "Cele bration ." 
1n ter\' 1e w10g NBA stars and celebri­
ti es about the imponance of an edu­
cauon . 

~h e in ter\'lews wil l air nat1onw1de 
o n NB:\ Raciio ciu r1n 12 the All-S tar 
Game o n Sunday. Febru ar y 11. as 
well as be published in .VBA Inside 
S tuff mag azme. 

The wrnning PS:\ entry will be pro­
'.i u ce d bv N BA Entertainment for 
;-i ational broadcast during the "Cel e­
::> ra tion . .. 

The team of students that wins the 
rn ura l contest will have the opponu-
0 1 t v to work with a p rofessional 
'.Ti urali st to paint the des ign for dis­
::, lay au r10g the 1996 !\ BA All-Star 
Weekend. 

The NBA Stav in School program. 
created in 1989 to address the high 
school dropout problem. has devel­
oped into a multifaceted initiative 

~ lne~~ ~tuoen t~ met ;;i;~z~;; ~!~ 
: tne Lnallen~e. ; ~:~~veesly i~~ 
:l uence young people an d increase 
tn terest 10 schoo l. 

NBA players and coaches have vis­
ited hundreds of schools. spreading 
the stay in schoo i message to thou­
sands of students in their respective 
communities. 110d remain committed 
:o improving th e personal develop­
ment of young peo ple through such 
programs. 

These students met the challenge . 
They proved that they . too . are All­
Stars. ■ 



1996 NBA ............ WEEnND SAN ANTONIO 
AI,L-STAR i:1XJTH CEt,EBRATioN 
B cf ore the NBA pbyers tue 

t.hc court at tl1c Ah.modome dur­

ing t.hc NBA All -Sur Weekend, a 

very special event wi ll 1;akc place. 

Twenty tl1ous;and snidcnu from 

nnrly 100 Sm Antonio and South 

the honored guests . It's ;idly 

they' ve been worki ng toward , 

t.he 1996 NBA All -Stu Youth 

Cc lc bracion . 

Mter months of go;il -sctting, 

turd --:-ork and determin>.tion, 

these studcnt5 lu vc earned ;i ticke t 

to the NBA AU Star Youth 

Cclcbr at ion, one of t.hc highlight.s 

of the NRA All Sur Weekend . It's 
.\ . 

a reward, ;i. trnt, a way o f saying, 

wC01 1gr.1 111htions, joh well done ." 

For two fun-filled hou r,, the 

film, television and music 

celebrities, :u well :u NBA surs, 

who arc donating their time and 

r;alenr to s>.lutc the young people 

who have made achievements in 

school and in their communities. 

ll1is year's show is rnre to he 

• exciting with charr -toppers Boyz 

II Men, Brrndy and Al.1.-4 -ONE. 

Other stars nuking appear· 

mces include LL Cool J, 
Will Smith and Tl!yana Ali, with 

many special surprise guests 

planned . Taking the mes.slge 

to a ~atioml audien ce , the 

wc~iebmi~n" will be brmd 

ust simulu11co 11 sly o n NBC, 

TNr, Nickelodeon, BET ;and Y-IV 

(Cam,fa) on Fcbruuy IO ( 12 :00 -

1 :00 pm . EST) . Hosting the 

telecast from the Alamodome 

will be Nunad Iushad and 

Willow Bay, co-hom of "NBA 

Inside Stuff" 

It lll st;uted lnck in 

November. Stude nts from pu· 

cicipning schools in San 

Anronio's Bou Coumy were 

introJuced to the "Three -Point 

!'by ror Success in School," also 

known JS the A BC. '1. The first 
•• ., ., , I A \ . , ~ , . l ~ r ,. .. , , . " I • ,. ... 

* . program spokesmen Huvcy _. . wri~g, public service announce 

*
•~ '.•:.:';:~rcl~ngs_, _~orgc ~~• !~')f rn_t~.and mun.I design- foouing 

.'.: J?!uu~m, Jo~mny Moore and . ,Y[/~~~ w;i~ students can mue a per­
_, .· ,-'. ;_C;a.Jvin Murphy - all fonncc NBA . ~:-;'.~1<>n.al commionenr to nonvio lence . 

* ·:,:: : ;ra'n_: icd s~cki a..ucmblia, . -~:Pr,')be ci-cative writing winner will 

"'.'., .,,t .,, - ~ddrrning studcnt5 "o~ the i~~-;.t ';;~" the NBA ludio Junior 
', ..) :--"'? > • ' . 

rnd Jcademic achievement; the -·u .nce of ;i high school eduation .. ; •. CorrC3pondent during the 
. . ., ... , . 

second point ( B) strnds for ;1.11d other issues facing young > -~~-' ~Ccl~bration," interviewing NBA 
. ...... r-: .e,.•• - · . 

behavior; and d1e third point (C) people. With the help of ihc •'·:J • 1urs and celebrities about the 
\ \ ~ -- . 

sunds for ci1i1.enship . . RL~PECT acronym, the spow-·.','!\\) miporunce of education. l11e 

l he studcnt.s were clullcng~d : ;_. incn delivered mC5"ga anphuiz1•t~·tcni~ will air nationwide on 
·, I', : I •• ~ •• .. . ... '1,, ,tl?t.....,;,-, .H 

to spend the not thrrc months . , I .ring the imporunce of studcnu :'"· ;~nA ludio during the All -Sur 

ft><.using o n nuking improvemcn·~ -- , ·:; uk.irig respo n.sibiliry fur their ~/~·; Game on Sunday, February 11, 
. • •' • . . .. . .. · ". ·''I· l . 

in the se areas T hose ilut met cri - • su ccess 111 ;ind outside ofschoot :, . " '21id the winning ess:iy will be pub -' , '" ,': ' .. 
teril cmhli shcd by thrn individual R -F. S-1' -E-C -T st>.nds for. , • '' _. · l~hed in NBA I,11ide Stuff maga · 

o. ◄ • , _ ... ~ ,. - • 

sc hool were Jwarded \\Ith the R-- resolve conflicts without vio- • t.inc. ll1e winning PSA entry w:t1 

"l'I'"' tun11y 10 attend one of the t' lcit< e F. effort in ed11c>.tion S-,ct I produced by NBA ,. ~ 

ho ttest even ts of t.hc ynr, d1e 

1996 NBA AII -Sw Youth 

Cck l1rJ1i1111 . To help keep the 

studcnts mot.ivatcd, NRA Stay in 
(' I . , I , ~ , : . , .-, n I f , : r 

short and long tern, go;,ls P-posi ­

tive attitude ~arn and give 

r~spect C-c.ommuni ­

ry service t - think 

before you act. 

Addicionally, 

incentives such aJ 

baskcdnll tr.iding 

cards, locker posters 

md NBA Insiu Sruff 

based 0 11 achieve111cn1 . Studc111:J 

were Jlso encouraged to partici-

Entenairunent for nation;il broad ­

ust dwing the "Celebration.~ 

ll1e team of students tl1>.t won the 

'21 mural contest worked with a pro ­

fessional mur.list to paint tJ1e 

design for display during tl1e 1996 

NBA All -Stu Weekend. 

"I look forw;ird to joi11i11g the 

NBA in acknowledging tJ1e hard 

work and efforts of San Antonio's 

student,," said NBA Suy in School 

Owrmm and Rcletball Hall of 

Pamer Bob unier. "·Il1esc srudrnt.s 

met the ch;illenge . They proved 



Teen superstars 
heading to S.A. 
for NBA special 

- Cfl~SF 
Phoenix and the Super Bowl may be the 

center of the celeb rush now, but San 
Antonio and its NBA AD-Star Game will 
lay claim to its own Hollywood parade 
next month. 

And many of the 
stars coming are 
guaranteed to quicken 
the pulses of local 
teens and preteens. 

Here's part of the. 
lineup, as reported to 
this columnist 
Wednesday by the 
National Basketball 
Association: 

BRANDY Brandy, the 16-year-
old singing sensation who debuted this 
week in her own prime-time TV situation 
comedy, "Moesha," will help headline the 
1996 "NBA All-Star Youth Celebration" 
that ~ originate live from the 
Alamodome on Feb. 10, the day before the 
game. 

The show will include reminders from 
NB A Stay-in-School chairman Bob 
Laruer on how important It ls for kids to 
take responsibility for their own 
learning. It will be broadcast on NBC, 
TNT, Nickelodeon and BET in the United 
States as well as YTV in Canada. 

Brandy will be 
joined by popular 

I recording artists Boyz 
II Mea and a bevy of 
other bot young TV 
stars including 
Jonatlwl Taylor 
Thomas of "Home 
Improvement" and the 
feature film "Huck 

___ .;._..- and Tom," as well as 
THOMAS wm Smith of "The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.·· 
In fact. the celeb list comme for the 

show goes on and on : ··Fre~h Prince·· co­
s~ars Jazz~- Je[f. .-\lfor.~o l ,:Lc-i.ru ar.ci 

Jeanne Jakie 

Tatyana AH. LL Cool J from "In the 
House." "Party-of Five's" Jennifer Love 
Hewitt. Greg Lee of "Where in the World 
is Carmen SanDiego?" Dennis Haskins 
and Dustin Diamond of "Saved by the 
Bell : The New Class." 

Whew! Grammy Awan1winnersAD+ 
One will perform "I Can Love You Llke 
That," and San Antonio's own Tejano and 
country music biggie, EmWo, also is 
scheduled to make an appearance. 

Mario Lopez. h05t of the Saturday 
morning senes "Name Your Adventure," 
will provide backstage updates and 
interviews. • 

Among the sports stars participating 
will be Detroit Piston forward Grant H.ID, 
San Antoruo Spurs forwan1 Sean EDlott, 
Golden State Wamors forward Joe Smit.!I 
and Philadelphia 76ers guard Jerry 
Stackhouse. 

And helping to anchor the music, 
comedy and sports event with Boy% II 
Men's Wanya Morris and Brandy will be 
"NBA Inside Stuff hosts Ahmad Rashad 
and Willow Bay. 

w~tching audience here, virtually tying 
Wlth the more-established 7 p.m. drama 
on CBS, "The Client" 

Pushing S.A. filming 
You can't help but love Alamo City 

resident John Schnekler . . 
So determined to turn his beloved San 

Antonio into the Texas film locale, he's 
doing his darnedest to convince other 
stars to bring their projects to this city. 
•·. ·- •·· ~ I stood and watched, 
-"J' - for instance, as 

Schneider pulled 
former "Knots 
Landing" vixen Donna 
M.lils aside to push the 
attributes of San 
Antonio as the place 
she should film an 
upcoming CBS 
miniseries. 

SOINEIDER ,. Both were in my 
Pasadena, Calif., bot.el the other day to 
discuss their upcoming movies on The 
Family Channel And when I asked Mills 
atterwan1 ll she would consider doing the 
real-life Texas crime tale in the Alamo 
City rather than in Houston, another site 
she's looking at, she said: "You bet." 

"There's nothing you can't shoot tn San 
Antonio," added Schneider, who praised 
the various looks - West.em, modern, 
historical - of oar city. -• 

. The actor h1mself has started a 
• production company here called 
. Faith Wor1ts.. • 

• In fact, he's waiting to get final 
confirmation this week from a financial 

.. . _ _ backer in Houston on whether his first 
Luckiest youths in San Antonio that 

day? The 20,000 hard-working students 
from nearly 100 San Antonio and South 
Texas middle schools, who have 
demonstrated improvements in the areas 
of acaderrucs, behavior and citizenship. • .: 
They'll be the show's~ guests in ~f 
Alamodome. . . 1.~-· . .. -<; • • 

But the rest of the aiy can watch from ·: -: 
their living rooms at 11 a.m. that 
Saturday by tuning in KMOL and the 
various cable channels mentioned above. 

P.S. Ans.A ratings note about Brandy~ 
Her sitcom "Moesha" premiered on 
L'nited Paramount Network Tuesday 
rught - on KRRT here - and o;ew ouite 
a l"l'::,j'{'Ctable San Antnmo crowd. The 
;,;;.: : -i.u:.;:· :-,:ui ul c. '.l ;;; -, .,~cul tlh· T\"· 

series of two-hour movies- action­
adventure tales centered around a San 
Antonio police officer and called 
"Pseuperkop" - are a "go." • 
• Meanwhile, you can catch the local star, 

who's remembered most for his role In 
the long-nmning hit "The Dukes of 
Haxzard," in the Family Channel's 
exdtlng real-life tale, "Night of the 
Twisters," on Feb. 18. It's a coming-of-age 
story of a boy who's constantly in conflict 
with his stepfather's high expectations of 
him until he must find the courage to 
face tilt? brutal forces of nature -
mulllp:C' tornadoes m one night - anct 
r.,·i;i .,; ,,, . !11., :amlly. 
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Classroom stars meet NBA 
stars at youth celebration 
BY TOM ORSBORN· 

OPUS~ ST.Alf WMTD 

A star-studded entertainment 
lineup will be on hand to honor 
18.000 students from nearly 100 
South Texas middle schools Feb. 10 
at the NBA All-Star Youth Celebra­
tion. 

The event is scheduled for 8:30. 
10:30 a.m. at the Alamodome. 

Headlining the entertainment 
will be multiplatinum recordrng 
arttSts Boyz II Men. singer Brandy 
and actor Will Smith. 

NBA players planmng appear­
ances include Detroit forn·ard 
Grant Hill. Golden State fonvard 
Joe Smith. Philadelphia rookie 
guard Jerry Stackhouse. Toronto 
rookie guard Damon Stoudamire 
and Spurs All-Star forward Sean 
Elliott. 

The celebration IS a tnbute to 
students who have shown improve­
ment in academics. behaVJor and 
c1uzensh1p. 

As host Ctty of the 1996 NBA AU­
Star Weekend. San Antonio has 
been the focus or the NBA's vouth 
cducattonal m1t1ative and· has 

"This is a national 
and international 
television event and 
we expect it to be a 
great day. It's a great 
event and we can't 
wait for it." 
■ Au.IsoN Fox 

. Spurs director of community 
relations. on the NBA All-Star 
Youth Celebration 

been supported by the Spurs and 15 
Bexar County public-school dis­
tncts. 

The ~ BA's youth education initi· 
at1ve utilizes NBA players and 
coaches to positively influence 
young people and increase rnterest 
111 school. In addition to school vis­
its. program components include 
publlc-serv1ce announcements. ed· 
ucat1onal matenals for the class­
room and conflict resolution tram• 
1.Ug work.shops for educators. 

"The league bnngs meat, muscle 

and money to this event," Spurs di· 
rector of community relations Ali· 
son Fox said --rhis year, we have 
some wonderful entertainment and 
the NBA pays for the buses to 
bring the kids to the event 

"This is a national and interna• 
tional television event and we ex• 
pect it to be a great day. It's a 
great event and we can't wait for· 
il" 

NBA Stay in School chairman 
Bob Lanier, an eight-time NBA 
All-Star, will be on hand to remind 
students about the importance of 
taking responsibility for their edu­
cation. 

Educational vignettes will a1so· 
be shown. One of the vignettes will 
feature Hill and two of his high 
school classmates in a discussion 
with middle school students from 
Detro1L The feature is designed to 
illustrate the importance of mak­
ing intelligent decislons when con­
fronted with difficult situations. 

The celebration will be broad­
cast simultaneously (at noon) on 
NBC. TNT, Nickelodeon and BET 
for the siXth straight year. 
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