













































































Anited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
January 21, 1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mz President,

When the Women’s World Cup is staged in the United States in 1999, Oregon will
proudly host games in Portland’s Civic Stadium. We could not be more pleased that the United
States--and Portland--have been selected as hosts for this ground-breaking wornen’s event, and
we write to encourage your support for the event through two specific requests.

First, it is our understanding that you and Mrs. Clinton have been invited to serve as
honorary co-chairs for the 1999 Women’s World Cup. Given the accomplishments of the U.S. in
ensuring opportunities for girls and women in sports and the status of the U.S. as host country,
we would urge you and Mrs. Clinton to consider accepting this honorary role. Your participation
as co-chairs would reflect the regard in this country for the accomplishments of women athletes
at the highest levels of competitions.

In addition, we believe the establishment of a task force at the White House to coordinate
various aspects of federal involvement in the 1999 Women’s World Cup is merited. We
anticipate the participation of several federal agencies, addressing issues ranging from diplomatic
relations to women'’s health to the safe, expeditious entry of visiting athletes into the country.
There is substantial precedent for a White House-appointed task force, which would coordinate
and oversee Administration activities in cooperation with the event.

The 1999 Women's World Cup will be the largest women’s sporting event in history.
Hosting this break-though event for women on U.S. soil is an honor for us and provides a
tremendous forum for promoting the U.S, ideals of opportunity in access for girls and women in
all walks of life. We encourage you and Mrs. Clinton to participate fully as honorary co-chairs
and to extend your support to the establishment of a White House task force.



We are delighted to be a part-as host community, state, and country—of the world’s most
prestigious event in women'’s soccer. We look forward to working with you in welcoming the
1999 Women’s World Cup'to the U.S.

Sincerely,
s — bl
Gordon H. Smith Ron Wydy
Bob Smith & Elizabeth Furse
Peter DeFazi Darlefie Hooley
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Ear! Blumenauer











































