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ROWTING SLIP
DATE: || AYY, 10

FROM: Stephanie Streett and Anne Hawley
Deputy Assistants to the President and Directors of Scheduling

SUBJECT: P\Q) \-C(d oN (}eﬁ@/ry/))/ &// 1)C (/ﬁ/‘l@tl SOCC,/()/

Don Baer Mack McLarty

Peg Cusack Leon Panetta

Rahm Emanuel Jack Quinn

Jack Gibbons L/ Carol Rasco
Laura Graham Paige Reffe
Marcia Hale Peter Selfridge

Alexis Herman Patti Solis

Nancy Hernreich Doug Sosnik

Kitty Higgins G. Stephanopoulos

Todd Stern 7{""\ ( gE\

Ann Stock ‘/

Kim Tilley

John Hilley
Harold Ickes
Ron Klain
Anthony Lake

—— i -
Jodie Torkelson MW 27/

Evelyn Lieberman Laura Tyson

M ek
Bruce Lindsey Melanne Verveer

Mike McCurry // Michael Waldman
Lorrie McHugh Maggie Williams o
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1 (JO Cf” 19
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VIA FACSIMILE 1-202-456-2215

To: Phil Caplan
Assistant to the President
The White House

FROM: Tom King
General Manager
United States Soccer Federation

DATE: December 1 6,' 1996

RE: Guatemala vs. USA
World Cup Qualifying Match
Saturday, December 21, 1996
San Salvador, E| Salvador
NUMBER OF PAGES: 2

Dear Mr. Caplan:

The U.S. National Soccer Team will play Guatemala in a Wortd Cup qualification match
this weekend in San Salvador.

| would like to bring to your attention various incidents that cccurred during our visit to
San Jose, Costa Rica for our World Cup qualification match on December 1, 1996. We
are concerned that these and other security breaches will put our team in a dangerous
situation this weekend in San Salvador:

- During the pre-game warm-up and the match, several objects were thrown
at our players from the stands. These included large coins and packets of
batteries. US player Alexi Lalas was hit in the head with a coin during the
match,

" Upon returning to the locker room after the pre-game warm-up and the match,
several of our players, as well as National Team coach Steve Sampson, were
spat on as they walked into the tunnel.

Upon returning to the locker room, US player Paul Caligiuri was sprayed with
mace as he walked into the tunnel. Bums caused by the mace extended down

U.S. Soccer House 1801-1811 8. Prairio Avenue Chicago. lllinols 60616
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his neck and onto his back. He required medical treatment.

Upon departing the locker room area to retum to the team bus, players had to
force their way through a crowd of Costa Rican fans, as there was insufficient
security to properly cordon off an appropriately secured path to the bus.

Upon departing the immediate environs of the stadium, the team bus was pelted
by glass bottles thrown by Costa Rican fans. Fortunately, the bus windows were
not shattered and no injuries were sustained.

Clearly several factors contributed to these incidents, but none more than:

A)

B.)

C.)

the configuration of Saprissa Stadium, whereby the fans are so close to the
pitch,

the lack of security inside the sections from which objects were being
thrown, and '

the lack of security in the team bus staging area, as well as the immediate
environs of the stadium.

We are also concerned for the overall security of the team at the hotel (The EI
Salvador) and team bus movements.

Mr. Caplan, thank you for addressing our concerns by contacting the appropriate
United States authorities on the ground in El Salvador.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

u—-T-———-—'

L\

Tom King
General Manager
United States Soccer Federation—__ ™

TK/sd

CccC.

Hank Steinbrecher
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U.S. Protesting

Shower of Abuse

m Soccer: Americuns get unfriendly
treatment as crowd behavior takes
center stage in Costa Rica's 2.1 victory in
Warld Cup qualifier.

By GRAHAME L. JONES

YINMRS STAPF WRITER

SAN JOSE. Costa Rica—Remember Roberto Alo-
mar?

Rapembes dow furlaus umpire John Hirschback

was and how disgusted spartx fang were that Alomar
bad spat at Hirschpeck during onc of Daseball’s Ifitic

- coatroversies?

Now listen 0 Brad Friedel :
“T've never besn mpat on more times in my life.”
the former UCLA goalkeeper gald Sunday afler
Caata Rica biud Jefeatcd the Unired States, 3-1. in a
World Cup T8 quallfying game, - :
Tlesss see SOCCER, Co

Continved tram C1

It was 8 cornmeat ocboed by all
tke U.S. players. who had 1o con-
fend with not caly a vexy taleated
Cootx Rican team bul an uaruly
crowd af 25,000 that was intent
npon intimidating tha Americans.

The goals by Paulo Wanchape in
the 0th mlaule, Wil Lopes la
the 84tk and, for the US., Cow
Jones in the 90th wexe not the
story. The crowd helavior was.

A mosat and 2 barbed wire fence
separales the fang from the feld at
San Jase's ramshackle Ricardo Sa-
prem Stadium But while ‘the fans
cannal phygcally ceach the field,
theee §s nothing to stop them
bombarding it with every imagi-
nable and unspaaleshle ohject. -

Oa Sunday, the U.S, playere and
oxaches wero the tagget of coine.
bauerles, ecrewn and nails, wire,
troken glass, mace and lquids of
all ktody—suft drinks, Oeer and

 wtse.

“It was everything. I don't know
if Urine was one of them, I can only
bupe noL.*” Priedel &2id. ;

"It was,” said forward Bric
‘Wynalda *1 looked up and suw this
guy with a cup. [saw it caming hut
there was nothing I could do.
Anothar guy threw this piece of

- wire that 2)mast gtiek in my leg. |

was even 8l &t fn the wunncl

[{enming onto the field].”
. Defender Alex Lalay way hit on-

the haad by a battery. Even Coach

vool

Bleve Sampion Wes spal an twice
as o lofl the Geld

The U3 players avd coaches"

have been around-long enough to
know that with s World Cup berth
at stake, enccer.cuwds are 2 factor
ta be dealt with, expecially in
Central and Sauth America. Being
pelted with debria i3 nothing new.
‘Che epitling, bowever, is. .

“I've had plently of stuff thrown
ot me, but Ik tall you what, I have
nevar beea loaked at in the eye and
spal on in the face before,” Friedel
said. .

Sampwnn was angered not so
twch by the result, which leaves
the teams lied fur first place o
their qualifying group, but by the
lack ¢f searrity at the stadivon and
the unwiliingness of Jarmiicao rif-
eree Peter Prendergast (0 inter-

vene, He sxid » protest bad beea

" filed

-

*As much experience as, X

players Dave, [ don't think you’

ever got prepared for batteries

being thrown and bitung yous in the
head,™ Sampmn said. “Coins heing
thrown Mace being sprayed on
player's back, which wag doue tn
Paul Calighun. Spitting 29 you walk
io and ot of the dressiug rooias.
These are thingu that ouly 60 much
exparieme can sllow you to with-
ound

“That didn' icopact, necesgarily,
the eesult of the game. But thoue
are definitely tiings thal have Lo
be Geatt with and etopped. We've
alrcady protested o the FIFA
cammizsioner, Jin Flaning from
‘Canada, who will make his report
to FIFA. We hope that aomething
will be dont for the furure.

“There drGaltely has o be much

.greater secudily, . .. They pro- |
- vided it sight at the beginning of

the game but as the game went on
the cecwily became more lax and
even ziter the game it was abys-
mal, 0 the extent thal'we were
Bctting things thrown at us and
epat on .
‘Tt didn't eurpeise tae, but the
emiont 0 which we mw it was

..owch greater than we've ever

experienced before. Typically,
countries ltke B Salvador uod
Honduras bave that kind of sitm-
don.”

After the final whistle, Lalas,
pointing hiz (inger and yelling, lad
0 be plyesically rotalned from
going after a Casta Ricamn player.

“The fingec-painting by Lsles
ull storted with the disrespect that
the Costa Rican (beoch] players
ahowed dunag the pleylng of the
(Ameriean] national anthem,"

ddo20s sn

TOCT 808 2T

Sampson sad “That carried cato
the fleld anc I think Alexi wus
mature cooug it nol 1o (et it bother
him during th 2 80 minutes of play.

end of the mal sh, .
“Tam gople.sed with the level of
disciplice tha: my team ghowed
today, given iverything that taok
placa”™ :

Added Samodson: *1 hope some
day that thes kinds of ¢an
be ellmingted in CONCA! . but
[meanwhile] «ve have to learn to
deal with it. [t%s part of playing
intgrnationall; . iU's part of playiog
in World Cup «.ualifying.”

A T wmey

CWENA L

PEITT

|

but then baes me frustrated at the
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SOCCER

Via

FACSIMILE & MAIL

Sepp Blatter
Secretary General

FIFA

FIFA House
Hitzigweg 11 Zurich
Switzerland

December 3, 1996

Re:

Costa Rica vs. USA

World Cup Qualifying Match
Sunday, December 1, 1996
San Jose, Costa Rica

Dear Mr. Blatter:

| would like to bring to your attention various incidents that occurred during our visit to
Saprissa Stadium for the above match:

*

During the pre-game warm-up and the match, several objects were thrown
at our players from the stands. These included large coins and packets of
batteries. US player Alexi Lalas was hit in the head with a coin during the
match,.

Upon returning to the locker room after the pre-game warm-up and the match,
sevaral of our players, as well as National Team coach Steve Sampson, were
spat on as they walked into the tunnel.

Upon returning to the locker room, US player Paul Caligiuri was sprayed with
mace as he walked into the tunnel. Burns caused by the mace extended down
his neck and onto his back. He required medical treatment,

Upon departing the locker room area to return to the team bus, players had to
force their way through a crowd of Costa Rican fans, as there was insufficient
security to properly cordon off an appropriately secured path to the bus.

Upon departing the immediate environs of the stadium, the team bus was pelted
by glass bhottles thrown by Costa Rican fans. Fortunately, the bus windows were
not shattered and no injuries were sustained.

U.S. Soccer House 1801-1811 S. Prairie Avenue Chicago. lMinois 60616
Telephone (312) 808-1300 Telefax (312) 808-1301 Telex 450024 US SOCCER FED
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US Soccer will not tolerate bringing its National Team into an environment where its
players sustain injuries (requiring treatment and otherwise) due to unruly crowd
behavior.

Clearly several factors contributed to these incidents, but none more than:

A.) the configuration of Saprissa Stadium, whereby the fans are so close to the
pitch,

B.) the lack of security inside the sections from which objects were being
thrown, and

C.) the lack of security in the tearn bus staging area, as well as the immediate
environs of the stadium.

US Soccer respectfully requests that FIFA take remedial action on these issues and
consider the following:

A.) the appropriateness of Saprissa Stadium for a high risk World Cup
Qualifier, and

B.) the security plan for (i) the prevention of objects being thrown at players/staff,
(i) the safe departure of the players/staff to the team bus area and (iii) the safe
departure of the team bus from the stadium.

Your attention to these matters is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Hank Steinbrecher
Secretary General
United States Soccer Federation

HS/sd
ce:  Alan Rothenberg, President, US Soccer
Tom King. General Manager, US Soccer
Steve Sampson, National Team Coach, US Soccer
Jack Wamer, President, CONCACAF
Chuck Blazer, Secretary General, CONCACAF
Eduardo Echeverria, President, Federacion Costarricanse de Futbol
Jim Fleming, FIFA Match Commissioner
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