















































































































































































































































AR

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 7. 1997

NOTE FOR STEPHANIE STREETT:

Just following up on the scheduling request for the Major
League Soccer champions. D.C. United.

The team is fine with not visiting in March. Their preferred
dates for April are:

April 7 (afternoon only)
April 8.9, 10. 14-15, 21-25, 28-30

[’ve attached a copy of the original scheduling request as well
the congratulatory letter to the team the President sent.

[ think this is something we should do.
Thanks.

Phil Caplar—, (
LWy

i



April 1, 1997
MEMORANDUM FOR ANN LEWIS and ELI ATTIE
FROM: PHIL CAPLAN
SUBJECT: D.C. United Event

As we briefly discussed, I think we have an opportunity to turn a traditional “sports champions”
event into a more D.C.-focused event if desired.

Background. The local professional soccer team, D.C. United, won the championship of the
inaugural Major League Soccer (MLS) season last year. MLS was established following the
successful 1994 World Cup, soccer’s world championship. During its first year of play in 1996,
the league attracted some of the world’s top players and fans turned out in unexpectedly high
numbers. D.C. United averaged over 20,000 fans for its matches -- more than the Washington
Capitals (hockey) and the Washington Bullets (basketball) -- and drew over 35,000 several times
during the season. The league has just kicked off its second season. MLS also has successful
franchises in Los Angeles, New York, Denver, Tampa-St. Pete and Dallas among other cities.

Event. The President traditionally greets the major college and professional sports championship
teams. | have a scheduling proposal in for him to greet D.C. United and, on traditional merits
alone, I think this event should happen. (Usually, Members/Senators push hard for these events; a
DC team lacks the usual heft in this area, although I know Eleanor Holmes Norton would be
supportive.) However, we have the opportunity to make this a little more substantive and D.C.-
focused if we wish.

The team is partnered with a local organization called DC Scores. DC Scores was started by a
former Teach for America teacher to provide after-school mentoring to middle school kids in the
District. During the nice-weather months, the kids do academic projects 3-4 days a week after
school and, on Fridays, play soccer games. It’s been a very successful program and is entering
its 3rd year.

Both DC Scores and D.C. United have proposed that when the President greets the team, that the
event somehow feature DC Scores. DC Scores is currently running an essay contest in D.C.
middle schools -- the topic is “What ‘united’ means to me.” Hopefully, the winner of the contest
will write something appropriately service-oriented, e.g. “In my neighborhood, ‘united’ means
coming together to patrol the school playground, etc. etc.” Nevertheless, whether it’s the winner
of an essay contest, or some other service-oriented focus, and given the popularity of soccer with
young people and young parents, I think we can make a little more of this event, especially since
the team is from D.C.

"1l be working with Stephanie to get this on the schedule anyway, but you expressed interest in
forwarding this to our D.C. taskforce people to see if it sparked any additional interest, or if it
presented any additional opportunities for you. I’ll follow-up soon. Thanks.
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Memorandum
TO: Phil Caplan ‘tp 7R TR LD
FROM: Kevin Payne
SUBJECT:  White House Visit
DATE: 2/22/97

Via Fax: 202.456.2215

Phil,
The best dates for us would be:

April 7 (afternoon only), 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 21 - 25, 28 - 30
May 1

Thanks for your efforts on our behalf.

13832 Redskin Drive Hemdon, VA 20171 Tel: 703-478-6400 FAX: 703-736-9451
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APR-B1-1997 14:48 FROM DC SCORES WASHINGTON DC TO 4562215

BUSINESS

Remember that your Februarv undates are due in school mail oo MARCE 14. 1997,
The updates should include:

* the Writing Workshop Log;

* Mentor sign-in sheets;

* a two page student newslette:;

* and supply requests, if appropriate.

Plezse note that the above items are due from each TEAM. not each schooi (boys
are giris teams should submit separately). If you have any questions at all. please
call Rebecca Shuiman at 296-2051.

DC SCORES has not one, but TWO contests for your students:

The first is a "Name tce DC SCORES Logn” contest. We're zil famitiar with the
little stack of cooks runping with a soccer ball. bus. so far, no one 2as thought of a
good name for it or her. So we challenge the DC SCORES students are zoccer
plavers: what smould we call him?

Pleese submit vour students’ apswers to us in schooi
mail oy April iTih. We'd aporeciate it iff vou would
send them all at once. Maks sure that kids' names and
schools are cleariv markec. The winning name will be
acnounced i Mav. The student who suomits the
winning name wiil win twc tickats to a DC United game
shis spring.

Next. the the D.C. United soccer team is sponsoring a DC SCORES essay writing
contest. The topic is “What United means to me.” The students shouid writealto 3
sage essay (hardwritten is fine) discussing what the word “united”™ means o0 them.
=ssays are due or. March 21st (the last day of school before Spring Break: The
orize for tkis contast will be announced at a later date.












































