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The following is general information regarding Los Alamos and radiation studies.

Gauldin will hand-pick a national print reporter and also give story to him/her.

Release old news stories written about the studies.

Background of Radiological Tests
The radiological tests were conducted as part of autopsies on Los Alamos workers. The 
families of the workers consented to tests (but there was never an indication that the 
parts would be stored and frozen for years afterwards).

During the Department of Energy’s normal course of searching for records on human 
radiation experiments, DOE officials in Washington have been informed that body parts 
of individuals have been kept in freezers as part of a study on radiological exposure.

The purpose of the tests were part of a health study on workers; to see how much 
radiation the body absorbed, how long it took for the body to get rid of it, what tissue 
damage was incurred due to radiation exposure.

The Tissue Bank contains partial organs such as half a lung, pieces of liver, brain tissue, 
parts of bones.

Make announcement outside of Washington. Albuquerque field office will brief 
reporters on Monday, February 7. (Reminder: this is budget day which is Gauldin’s 
intention).

TO: D Myers
FR: G Terzano
RE: Dept of Energy Tissue Bank 
DA: Tuesday, February 1, 1994

DOE’s field office in Albuquerque has known about the Tissue Bank since the studies 
began. In DOE’s effort (Washington office) to search for records, they came across this 
information through the field office.

:5a

These body parts are all internal organs. DOE will now refer to the "parts" as the Tissue 
Bank.

Release of Information ,
Mike Gauldin wants to downplay the story. He thinks the story is heightened because 
the human radiation testing issue is so newsworthy. DOE’s strategy for making the 
announcement on Los Alamos is as follows:

(5° ^ '5
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The

Introduction

Purpose of the Studies

Results of the human tissue studies have, been published is the open, sci^ntrfir .
literature. A bibliography is attached.
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The studies were intended co help develop and evaluate curreau proposed, 
and/or new. more appropriate, regulatory standards for workers in the 
nuclear industry- The study also helped develop and verify models needed to 
esumato organ doses from plutonium to better protect workers.

Tissue specimens from the general public were also studied at Los Alamos, 
starting in 1959. These studies were co determine rhe levels of plutonium in the 
tissues of rhe general population. This plutonium would have resulted from 
fallout from global above-ground nuclear tests.

Los Adamos National Laboratory serves as the human (issue analysis laboratory 
for the U. S. Transuranium Registry and the Lr. S. Uranium Registry. These 
Registries were established by Department of Energy predecessors to organize

■

This study began in 1959, following a criticality accidcut resulting in the death

The Occupationally Exposed Worlcer—Stutiv—
-r--- .

Los Alamos has analyzed specimens from 1.520 persons from 27 states, yielding
13. S57 separate measurements. These numbers include both nceupj>rinnally 
exposed workers and the general population. The tissues and analytical 
solutions are stored in freezers at Los Alamos. They arc stored for possible 
future study or for verification of earlier results. Every effort is made to 
preserve the specimens. However, samples from 602 individuals, were damaged 
in 3 rreezer accideut and were disposed of according to current standard 
medical—iseineratar ^practices. " ------------- ------ ________

Prior to establishment of the Registries. Los Alamos analyzed tissues from 
Laboratory workers who may have been occupationally exposed to radioactive 
materials to evaluate the validity of the Laboratory^ program for estimating 
worker exposure using urinalysis and whole body counting, ihc primary 
measurement methods. This tissue analysis began-in 1959.

for the U. S. Transuranium Registry and (he U. S. Uranium Registry. Th^e

and maintain a registry of nuclear industry workers to evaluate health and 
safety concerns. The Registry solicits consent to collect medical and exposure 
histories and the donation of tissues after death for the mRas^rcmenr of 
actinide content.  .
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ROUGH DRAFT
Los Alamos Human Tissue Analysis Project

of a Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory employee, with the collection of autopsy 
samples ar the Los Alamos Medical Center (LaMC). Authorization was given by 
the worker's spouse. Radiochemical analyses of these tissues were used’ to 
estimate the plutonium content in (his individual's body. These data were 
compared to previous estimates made during the worker's lifctiiue using 
urinalysis and whole body counting techniques.
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AEC Establishes U. S- Tissue Analysis Program
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Tn 197$ the Energy Resctirch and Development Administration directed Los 
Alamos co become the lead laboratory for tissue analysis for the U. S. 
Trausuraniuni Regisixyt because the BaUclle laboratory was closed for 
budgetary reasons. In about 1985. the Rocky Flats laboratory was closed due io 
lack of laboratory space and we assumed the analysis of Rocky Hats worker 
tissues. Also, in 1980, Ijjs Alamos was asked to perform all rhe analyses for the 
U.S. Uranium Registry.
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From T959 to 19"8. selected tissues from all former Los Alamos employees who 
were amopsied at LAMC were collected under the provisions of the hospital's 
autopsy‘.consent form. This is a permission form used by all hospitals. 
Permission forms vary but allow the pathologist to remove and retain or use 
for diagnostic, sciendtic, or therapeutic purposes tissues and parts as judged to 
be proper by the attending physician or parhologist. The purpose of Collecting 
the tissues was to evaluate the effectiveness of the Laboratory's ability to 
physically protect workers from overexposure to radioactivity .(platuumm) 
and. if exposure had occurred, to accurately estimate the workers’ internal 
deposition of plutonium using appropriate bioassay procedures.

©202 586 9987
©505 845 5438 
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AU parti cipanis in the U. S. Transuranium Registry and the U. S. Uranium 
Registry have on file with the Registry informed consent documents, signed 
by the donor, next of kin (usnally lhe spouse) and a witness. Therefore, all 
hnman tissues analyzed at l-os Alamos for the Registries have consent forms 
authorizing the analyses.

Some Los Alamos workers will; known or suspected exposures to plutonium 
became volunteer registrants. Permission was given by the worker (and the 
next of kin) for the Registry ta obtain their medical and work histories 
(tucluding exposure records! and to collect tissue/organ samples following 
their death. At (hat lime, an occupationally exposed worker was defined as 
anyone for whom an exposure was suspected and a urine sample coHccted and 
analyzed Tissues of these Los Alamos volunteers to die Registry were analyzed 
at Los Alamos; therefore, some of lhe workers whose tissues were token at 
LAMC were participants in the Registry and had sighed informed consent 
forms permitting the collection of their tissues.

Los Alamos Becomes the Lead Human Tissue Laboratory

In T968 the Atomic Energy Coiuurission established a Plutonium Registry (now 
die U. S. Transuranium Registry) and. in 1978. the U. S. Uranium Registry lo 
organize and maintain a registry of nuclear industry workers to evaluate 
health and safety concerns. The Registry solicits consent to collect medical and 
exposure histories and the donation of tissues after death for the tnezsuremetic 
of actinide content.

Tissues from Registry donors were analyzed tor plutonium at laboratories 
located at the BaUclle Northwest Pacific Laboratory, Richland WA; the Rocky 
Flats Facility. Golden. CO; and at Los Alamos.
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Registry Expands Project Scope
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The studies have provided data on the retention of plutonium in lungs of 
workers. Residence time in the lungs has been determined to be much longer 
than predicted by early computational models.
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Early models for csttmaiion of whole body depositions of plutonium, based 
upon unnalysis. were highly inaccurate. They tended to overestimate 
depositions by factors of 10 to 15 or more. Tissue analysis Hara has contributed.; 
to improved models that now predict exposure deposition generally within 
factors of U to 2.

ROUGH DRAFT

In 1979. the Transuranium Registry initiated a program n> solicit the donation 
of entire bodies from persons with well-documented significant exposures to . 
the anrinida clement for aaalysis. The entire body would provide data on 
skeletal dislriLuliuu end ccteuliOtt that would enable rm to realistically 
extrapolate data from single banes. It was previously known, and confirmed by 
our tissue studies, that plutonium is not uniformly distributed in bone, but 
rather, deposits on bone surfaces. Therefore, spongy bone, which has more 
bone surface chan mineral bone, has a higher concentration of deposited 
plntonimn- To date, we have analyzed 11 whole bodies and we believe the 
Registry has two more bodies stored at the recently established National 
Human Radiobiology Tissue Repository in Spokane, Washington.

0004
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Occasionally, w® have been requested by a coroner, the performance of his 
duty to determine the cause of death, to analyze tissues to assist him in 
determining if exposure to plutonium or one of the other actinides ‘ 
(americium, uranium, or thorium) may have been sufficient to have resulted 
in or contributed to ■ the death.

--.a
The tissue studies have documented tltc retention and distribution patterns of 
the actinide elements in tissues and organs of occupationally exposed workers. 

. These data are critical for realistic dose estimates to these organs.

What Has Been Learned from the Occupational Worker Study

The human tissue studies have yielded data useful for the development of 
regulations and standards for the protection of workers in the nuclear 
industry and the general population. Some examples follow.

On at least two occasions, we were requested by lhe Department of Energy and 
the courts to exhume bodies and participate in the analyses of tissues, along 
with other laboratories, to determine lhe magnitude of alleged exposures to 
actinides. Litigation claimed the worker’s exposure to plutonium, resulted in 
cancer end was responsible (or the person's death.

In several instances. Los Alamos as tire lead laboratory and/or one of the 
Registries have been contacted by die next of kin after a worker that was net a 
registrant had died. Usually it was stated that the worker had expressed an 
interest in participating in one of the Registries bur had not completed the 
required forms. If it was determined that the deceased had a documented 
exposure and if the surviving next of kin authorized (he signed the consent 
fonns, rhe medical and work histories and (issues were accepted-
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retention of these elements in the body.

Studies of The General Population
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Department of Health in 1970. 
of platonium from the Rocky Flats Facility.

DOE

DOE/AL 0IEA

Dara -from the depositioa of plutonium, americium, and uranium in the 
respiratory tract have been used to evaluate the effect of smoking habits on
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We now know how plutonium and americium are- deposited differently in 
various bones and between bone and bone marrow. These data are important 
for reasonable dose estimates and evaluation of their potential contribution 
for producing related cancers.

Los Alamos studies of tissues from the general population began in 1959 with 
the collection of autopsy specimens locally at the Los Alamos Medical Center 
(TAMC). Study results were originally used as controls to determine 
background levels of plutonium for comparison with results from analysis of 
tissues from occupationally exposed individuals.

Los Alamos also received tissues from 36 individuals having died in New York 
City in 1968.- These tissues were sent to Los Alamos through the ABC’s Health 
and Safety Laboratory (now the DOE Environmental Measurements 
LaboratoryJ.

Study Expands Beyond Los Alamos

✓

Illinois area residents were added to the study in 1973 and Pennsylvania area 
residents were added in 1974 as control groups, because all our other 
specimens were coming from areas near major nuclear facilities. The Los 
Alamos tissue project undated collection of these new specimens.

According to Los Alamos records, autopsy specimens were collected from 1223 
individuals from 27 scares. Results from approximately 900 individuals (-4400 
tissues) were reported puHicaiious #4 and # 7 in attached publications list).

Procedures for Obtaining General Population Tissue Samples

Los Alamos - From 1959 until the early 1980s—autoosy permit allowed 
pathologist to collect samples for "scientific study."" No general population 
studies have been collected at Los Alamos since that timp

The study expanded, into the Denver-Boulder areas: j^^Bum-t^olorado^^ 
T'~: “* TT’--,,L  The purpose was to evaluate 1 the possible release

Samples were collected from the Augusta. Georgia-Aiken. South Carolina areas 
beginning in 1972 to evaluate the possible release of plutonium from the 
Savannah River Plant.

Colorado - contacts with hospitals were made by the Colorado Slate Deparnncnr 
of Health. AH specimens were sent to Los Alamos by the Colorado State 
Department of Health . Tissues were collected from 1970 through 1985. Near die

know how plutonium and americium are deposited differently in

for reasonable dose estimares; and evaluation of their potential contribution
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end of study, pathologists in Boulder were sending tissues directly to Los 

Alamos.

Richland, Washingion - all samples were collected by the U.S. Transuranium 
Registry from 1975 to 1977- PennissioQ co collect tissues wax simlar to that used 
in the Las Alamos study. They (WHO?????) did say that, initially, the 
pathologists had them (WHO?? )) analyze tissues to see if any radioactivity was 
present that miglit have influenced their determination of (he cause of dearfr 
It soon became obvious that this was not the case- but they (REGISTRY??) 
continued to collect tissues for the fallout study.

What Has Been Learned from the General Population Study

Most importantly, the data showed Ujul levels of plutonium in the U-S. geacfaL 
population are small and that populations living near major nuclear facilities 
were not significantly higher than those not living near such facilities- The 
analysis confirmed that major deposition sites of fallout plutonium were the 
respiratory tract, liver and bone. The deposition pauernx and retention 
factors measured arc eritical iti identifying the level of hazard to the general 
population.

In all cases, to the best of our knowledge, pathologists were contacted, the 
sdenlifie merits of the study were explained to them, and if they decided to 
pamcipatc. the clause in their autopsy pcntril form that permitted them to 
collect tissues for scientific research was exercised. Except for people who died 
ar the Los Alamos Medical Center, individuals were not identified to us by 
name. only by hospital identification cumber or by autopsy number. Los 
Alamos relied upon the pathologists or their representatives to do whatever 
additional explaining they deemed necessary and appropriate. We believed 
that the standard autopsy clause was adequate. We did not follow up to 
determine if the next of kin were told specifically about our analyses of these 
tissues for plutonium.

@006

@006/014
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Pathologists who provided Los Alamos with samples were generally, 
reimbursed a small amount ($25 to $100) to cover LhOir cost of collecting, 
individually packaging each tissue, freezing the tissues for storage and 
packing the tissues in dry ice and shipping to us. (We paid the shipping 
charges to have the tissues air-freighted to us).

Pennsylvania - Los Alamos Human Tissues Project made contact widi 
pathologists in Pittsburgh and Erie areas. We explained the scientific need for 
control /Nm Samples were collected from 197«1 through 1985 and sent directly 
io Los Alamos.

Georgia-South Carolina - contact was made through the Medical Director al 
Savannah River Plant. Samples were collected from 1972 through 1979 and 
sent directly io Los Alamos from hospitals.

THinniscontact made through an informal Laboratory contact with the 
pathology department at one hospital in Chicago. Samples were collected from 
1973 through 1977 and sent directly lo Los Alamos.
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During 1994, ihc entire tissue program is being relocated ro Washington Stare 
University.

General Population Study

0007

007/014

The sample load resulting from rhe Transuranium and Uranium Registries 
has been so large chat we have not analyzed general population tissues since 
(WHT?N?7?*2) (exception: a few specimens have been analyzed at various times 
over the years when the Registries sample Load was low).
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Mr. Harold Gracey 
Chief of Staff
Department of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420

3 30Ud

Dear Mr. Gracey:

This letter focuses on key milestones in the progress of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs regarding its involvement in human ionizing radiation, and requests specific action by VA 
prior to the Advisory Committee's next meeting, which begins on July 25th. A request for 
particular documents and files will follow under separate cover.

First, despite Secretary Brown’s commitment, and the Advisory Committee’s and the 
public's need, to learn more about the creation, the purpose and the work of the Atomic Medicine 
Division, we have received only three historical documents about this branch of VA, at least two 
of which were identified at the beginning of the year. As we have discussed, there are many 
places to seek relevant materials (e.g., VA records at the Federal Records Center in Suitland 
might well contain materials on this subject, such as the Administrator's and/or General Hawley's 
correspondence files). Moreover, we are not aware of any other ongoing plan otherwise to get to 
the bottom of this matter and fulfill the Secretary's commitment. We would like VA to delineate 
for us its strategy for location and retrieval of the documentation sought by the Secretary.

Second, VA's retrieval of its basic historic records (i.e„ at the Federal Records Center and 
National Archives) has only recently begun; VA may not fully appreciate the richness of its files as 
a source of information. To our knowledge. Under Secretary Farrar's June 15 letter to NARA 
represents VA's first attempt even to identify, much less retrieve, relevant materials at these 
important repositories. The attached June 28 memorandum from Dr. Susan Mather suggests that 
VA's retrieval of documents from the FRC has just begun, in response to our identification of 
files, including those with titles that should tfhve been identified long ago (e.g., radioisotope 
research). VA's records management staff apparently has not been actively involved in this 
process. The first files to be reviewed by Dr. Mather's office were from a list of twelve 
accessions identified by Advisory Committee staff. Although our staff stated that the collections 
we identified represented merely a sample of potentially relevant FRC materials and that VA must

Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 

1726 M Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20036
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In order to address these matters, we would like to meet at your earliest convenience, 
prior to the July 25 Advisory Committee meeting. We would appreciate receiving no later than 
that meeting (1) documents and dates explaining the operation of the Atomic Medicine Division, 
or at least a plan for identification and retrieval of the documentation which will furnish the 
explanation Secretary Brown has sought, (2) any history of VA medical or radiation research 
produced by a VA employee (other than the brief 1994 synopses already sent), (3) a copy of all 
Radioisotope Committee and Radiation Safety Committee minutes (with patient names redacted) 
in the notebook referred to by the Birmingham VAMC in its survey response, and (4) a sample of 
research protocols from Ann Arbor, MI, Hines, IL, Houston, TX, and San Francisco, CA (all of 
these field facilities indicated in their survey responses that they possessed relevant protocols). 
We would like to leave this meeting with your plan for location and retrieval of historic Central 
Office documents at the FRC and National Archives, with the name of a VA staff member who 
will coordinate VA's responses to our requests, and having determined how VA and Advisory 
Committee staff can best work together on this undertaking. As VA and the Committee review 
VA’s historic Central Office records, we expect that we both wilj be better able to identify field 
sites which can then be focused on.

Letter to Mr. Gracey
July 15, 1994

engage in further identification, VA has yet to complete this part of the search. We understand 
that a computerized listing of all VA files at the FRC was requested by Under Secretary Farrar on 
June 15th, and welcome assurance that VA will carefully and extensively review these materials. 
Advisory Committee staff is, of course, more than willing to work with your staff in such review.

Third, it is our understanding that, although VA has no historian on staff, Dr. Marguerite 
Hays of the Palo Alto VA Medical Center is writing a history of VA’s biomedical research as part 
of her job responsibilities, and that this history includes a chapter on radioisotope research. As we 
previously discussed, our staff has for some time been seeking this material. We would like a 
copy of that history (including sources). Of course, as we have told your staff, we are prepared to 
protect privacy and other rights relevant to this material, as is appropriate.

Fourth, we would appreciate your designation of one person on your staff who can 
identify the appropriate VA staff to respond to all Advisory Committee requests, and who will 
take responsibility for organizing responses to such requests. We note that there remains some 
confUsion among your staff regarding the scope of Advisory Committee requests. Our requests 
for documentation are seeking more than merely a contemporary interpretation of past events. 
For example, in response to our written request for additional documentation about the 
establishment, purpose and utilization of the Omaha nuclear reactor, Dr. Neil Otchin sent us the 
attached half-page memorandum which states that the reactor was not involved in human ‘ 
experimentation. While this may have been the case, the Committee's requests require the kind of 
documented response (i.e., by provision of historic documents) upon which the American public 
can rely.
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We look forward to working with you closely in the busy months ahead.

Sincerely,

!

Attachments

I

3
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Dan Guttman
Executive Director-Designate

Ruth R. Faden, Ph D., M.P.H. 

Chair

Letter to Mr. Gracey 
July 15, 1994
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Fax of potentially relevant VA files at the Federal Records Center in ailtland 

Dan Guttman

Department of 
Veterans Affairs

s aoud
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h*

28 June 1994
Fwn: Susan Mather
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Thank you for the fax which we received at 5il5 pn today. While I came in to 
work thia morning fully prepared to spend the afternoon in suitland, this 
turned out not to be possible because the necessary arrangements could not be 
worked out in a timely manner. When we finished our discussions with you and 
your staff last evening, we were unsure of the procedures which would need to 
be followed In order to access VA records, ws weren't even sure where the 
facility was within the guitland federal center and the only help your staff 
could provide ws 'Look in the blue pages,' which we did.

we discovered that the tfeahlngton National Records Center has no telephone 
number lleted but access was through the National Archives. In contacting 
them, we learned that a request for rm or « mmber of ny staff to accass the 
files could only be made through the designated VA records officer, Bernard 
Dickens, From Mr. Dickens, we learned that a Form 11 must be filled and 
submitted to the Request esnter providing accession number, location number 
and box number for the relevant files. Twenty four hours after the request la 
received, files may be read in the National Archives Reading Room. However, 
we can have certain files delivered to VA by VA courier, we have decided to 
do this and will be reviewing selected boxes later this week if possible, we 
win try to maintain careful records of our review.

I did want to dear up an apparent misunderstanding following last evening's 
telephone call. I do not have the authority to grant Denise Holmes and Jim 
access to VA files. This will have to be worked out through Harold Gracey 
office. I will not be able to make a reconroendation on this issue until X
have a better idea about what Is In the files. However, we will docunent the 
search and provide you with all copies of documents which wo identify as 
relevant.
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Dear Gordon.
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Outstanding Committee Action J terns 

i 1

I PHnled with (oy Ink on recycled piper

Following discussion, yve transmitted requests ("action iten s") to you on May 23 and June 
action items to them on June

Advisory Committee on Human Radiath 
1726 M Street, N.W., Suite 6i 

Washington, D.C. 20036

f

conducted hundreds of fiirtl
the D0D Radiation Expcrir
and further data, on these experiments. The Office of the Secretarj of Defense (OSD) did not 

respond to the January search request, although OSD possesses mi ch documentation of relevance 

and interest. ,

22. Following discussions with DNA and the Army, wc transmitte
8 and June 15. In addition, we have been engaged in discussions v ith the Navy and Air Force, 

regarding their searches.

As discussed with yoi and Colonel Bailey on July 8, this letter is to summarize our 
understanding of the state of )OD responses to Advisory Committee document requests, and to 
identify goals and expectatior > for the immediate and near term. T|ie Committee appreciates the 
efforts to date. However, as ou know, the time frame for the Cot unittee's work requires 

considerable expedition.

The January directisjc required DOD to search for and iden ify experiments (including 
intentional releases), and to'identify the location of related documc nation. The Defense Nuclear 
Agency (DNA) did not search for intentional releases, and did not survey significant records 
collections in search of data. |To our knowledge, DNA has not yet complied with the January 
directive. The Army identified about 30 experiments in February, ut now reports that it 

experiments. However, the Army hi s evidently not yet provided 
it Command Center, or the Commit! e, with the requisite listing,

Dr. Gordon Soper
Principal Deputy to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Atomic Energy
Department of Defense i
The Pentagon Room 3 E1074
Washington, D.C. 20301-3050

I
Phase 11X>D Search

I
1'



Even in the brief period since the strategy was initiated, th
demonstrate its value. For example, the materials on the 1949-53 
Development Board) Joint P anel on the Medical aspects of Atom

overviews showing the

been essentially no retrieval of 
i. Service and DNA retrieval ofjh< 

:qui

Given what is currently known, the Headquarters search qffbi 
proceed quickly to identify and retrieve documents through, at least,u

2

(

irt should now be able to 
the 1974 period.

during events," HUMMRO experiments (including in relation to the 
y other leads. That is, the meeting confirms that important, relevant

1 be retrievable.

investigation on particular field sites and/or groups of experiment! 
previously.

;orce have provided limited 
earching for such materials and

sitioi
le mi
shoi

As discussed previously, following the Phase I identificatk i of experiments, we turned in 
this phase to, 1) the identification of Headquarters level groups vi th responsibility for funding, 
coordinating, using, setting policy for, and/or advising on human i diation experiments; and 2) the 
retrieval of these documents. Following this effort, we hope to be tetter able to focus 

from those identified

materials. Moreover, (zen i >r the 1949-53 period we now know 
groups whose documei ts ha 'e not been retrieved. Also, there ha 
OSD documents from ttie pc st 1953 successor, and similar, grouj 
documents from Headquartc s files also has been limited.

As detailed in the attachment, significant parts of the May 23 request are outstanding. 
The bulk of the priority items identified in the June 22 request have not been provided; DNA has, 
in essence, provided little or no data to date from its important records collections;1 the Army has 
provided some important data (on Dugway intentional releases anfl the development of its ethics 
policy) but has provided limited further responses, DOD has agreed to respond expeditiously to 
declassification requests, but has not declassified any documents fiiom the collection(s) designated 

as test cases for priority declassification. While the Navy and Air
Headquarters related documentation, we understand that they are 
hope to obtain the fruits of their efforts shortly.

experimentation and intentional releases. For example, the meetirjg notes refer to at least a half 
dozen apparent intentjpnal releases, and to data on "500 personnel who volunteered to occupy 

close-to-detonation j
"1951 test") and pnr
information exists, ai

Search Strategy

I

materials uncovered
OSD Research and 

j Warfare contain programmatic 
mrp se of experiments, digests of experii ents (showing funding, and 

including experiments s ions red by the Public Health Service anc AEG), and continued 
discussions of human e peri tentation. However, there are impo tant gaps in the Joint Panel

hat there are other relevant
I . — .

1 We note that the notes of the January, 1994 meeting of nowledgeable persons, which 
DNA provided, confirm that DNA has access to a rich body of in brmation on human
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chipolicy, as detailed in the att

ittHei
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As further detailed in the attachment, we expect that prior to the Committee's next 
meeting on July 25th, the DOD will provide us with the following:

b) Completion of pr< vision of documents related to the Jo nt Panel on the Medical 
Aspects of Atomic Warfare nd Committee on Medical Science, i i detailed in the attachment;

a) Completion of provision of documents related to the de elopment of the 1953 ethics 

tichment;

3) DNA and the Aiity's completed responses to the reque ts we made to them, pursuant 
to discussion and agreement on June 8 and June 15;

2) DOD's <
identified in the June

2 Of course, in instances where it has been conclusively determined that documents do not 
exist (or have been destroyed), response to that effect would be sufficient.

3

I

I

Goals/Expectations Prior to Next Committee Meeting

4) Substantial inroads by OSD, DNA and the services int the identification of 
Headquarter-level R&D coordinating, budgeting, and policy grou s which funded, managed, 
coordinated, requested, advised on or used radiation experimenta on, and the retrieval of their 
documents-through 1974. This request is essentially a reiteratioi of what has been previously 

requested, which we restate because of its importance.

1) DNA and the Army's completed response to DOD's January search directive;

;3 letter and to the priority items

c) Identification of tl successors to the Joint Panel and tl e Committee on Medical 

Science, and retrieval cjf thei documents;

d) Identification of Defense Department Research and Engineering organizations which 
were involved in radiation research activities (as funders, coordinators, users, sponsors, advisors, 
policysetters, etc ), and retrieyal of their relevant documents. As we discussed, DDR&E records 
are a likely source of documentation on many such organizations (such as the successors to the 

Joint Panel on the Medical Aspects of Atomic Warfare).

We also note that tne minutes of the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute Board 
of Governors (AFRRI) indicate that, at least, the following should be important sources of data 

for DNA; the Weapons Effects Board; DNA Biomedical Weapons Effects Research Program; and 
Annual Long Range Planning Meeting for Medical Nuclear Weapons Effect Research.

completed provision of responses to the May 2' 
te Y letter;2 3

1
In the case of OSD, this task includes:



i

t
meeting the Committee expressed a strong interest in learning, as

separate discussion.

Sincerely,

I

Attachment 

cc: Christine Varney

i

4

5) DOD declass fication of a significant number of the radwarfare documents from the 

collections identified in the June 22 letter.

Finally, as we stated on July 8, currently available documeptation suggests that human 
experimentation may have been conducted in connection with atomic bomb tests. At the last 

juickly and efficiently as 
possible, whether this was the case. Because of the import of this uestion we will cover it in a

6) Portions of "QRRs" for the period through 1974. As we discussed, we understand that 
R&D needs have periodically been identified by DOD components in documents termed "QRRs." 
We sought these documents from DNA, which reports that it only has the most current QRRs 
available. We therefore recast this request to you.

In conclusion, the Headquarters documentation we have o tained so far shows that there 
are many identifiable and retrievable document collections at DOI
human radiation experimentation. While there is much to be done
achieve the rapjd and efficient retrieval of the documents needed i 
experimentatiop story to the American people.

—-
Dan Guttman
Executive Director

dealing with actual or potential
DOD should now be able to 

i tell the human

I
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ETTERATT, LCHMENT TO JULY 11 STATUS
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I

•n. Medical Research) and
Teases the Julj| 1 transmil hav^ been provided which, to

the Secretary's policy.

/

documentation appears to hav 
slates that the search fpr this c! 
Similarly, DNA also indicated imble

re±>oi

I'r

i

In our May 23 letter we sought information regarding the levelopment and
y; the Cincinnati and Green

In this attachment wtjsummarize, to the best of our under; anding, the outstanding action 

items related to 1) the May 23 and June 22 Committee letters to Dr. Soper; 2) the Committee's 
June 8 and June 15 letters to DNA and the Army; 3) Committee staff discussions with the Air 

Force and Navy, and regarding OSD.

.erjaL

I

2. Documentation of a number of items regarding the exj 
related experiments. The July. 1 transmittal indicates that on June 
showing whether these experiments complied with the 1953 Nure

1. Documents which yvould show whether experiments cc due ed following the Secretary 
of Defense's February, 1953 ('Nuremberg Code policy" were in a npli nee with the policy. The 
July 1 letter says that such documents were couriered over on Jui 120] (Item IA 4). However, 
with the exception of some irradiated food studies, the June 20 n terials contain little or no 
evidence of compliance (in the case of any given experiment) wit

On July 1 DOD transmitted a "Master List of Action Items", which deals with items 
identified in the Committee's May 23 and June 22 letter to you. W e address this first.

3. Classified materials related to Green Run and other intentional releases, particularly that 
contained in an Air Force histoty (AFOAT-1) and minutes of the Joint Atomic Energy
Intelligence Committee (JAEIC). The July 1 transmittal indicatesjthis material was couriered over. 
We have not received such material. We further understand that DOD will not declassify 
requested Green Run mateqal, and that, at our last inquiry, it had not located the Joint Committee

implementation of the 1953 DOD ("Nuremberg Code") ethics pol y; the Cincinnati and Green 
Run experiments; relevant DOD organizational history; and the ni ure of the DOD search. 

' I
DOD's July 1 transmittal states that certain requests relat I to the ethics policy 

(Committee onMedical Research) and the Cincinnati experiment are ^till outstanding. However, 
in a number of cases the Julj| 1 transmittal indicates that response hav^ been provided which, to 
our understanding, do not appear to have been received. These in ude the following requests 

from the May 23 letter: .

intents at Cincinnati and 
>, we received documentation 
berg Code policy. No such 

documentalion appears to have been received. Indeed, in its June^27 listing of Action Items, DNA 
stales that the search fpr this data is "currently being implemented " (DNA Item No. 21). 

Similarly, DNA also indicated that a search is "currently being implemented" for other requests to 

which, according to the Jub transmittal, we have received the response. Upon provision of data 
from DNA responsive io th >se questions we should compare noli s to determine the completeness 

of the response to the Cinci mati requests.
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I She Secretary of State for Atomic Ener y in record #59 at the National

rovided, there appear to be important gaps. As we discussed, these

te implementation of the June, 
icluded proposals for

littal states that action has
been taken on 9 of 19 items. [With regard to these nine, we note tie following:

material. (It appears that njaterials related to the JAEIC for roug y the years 1947-60 are in the 

records of the Assistant
Archives in Suitland.)

In addit >n to reiterating the outstanding May 23 f quests, the June 22 letter 
identified priority items (fror i among prior requests). The July 1

’The April 20, 195(1 Memo from Captain C.P. Behrens nc ed, among other groups: 1) an 
Office of Secretary of Defebse "Task Group on Medical Aspects if Nuclear Energy"; 2) a Joint 
AEC/OSp "Panel on Biological and Medical Aspects of Radiolo ical Warfare'’; 3) an Armed 

Forces Special Weapons Project (AFSWP) Panel on Radiologies Instruments; and 4) two 
National Research Council Panels on radiology and atomic casua ties on which a Navy 

representative^) sat.

* Item 3 of the June 15 request stated:

The Army will search for and provide the documt itation referred to [in the 
Secretary's June, 1953 directive] (e.g., Secretarial approval. Arm ' agency proposals. Surgeon 
General's review and confment, communications with other agen ies).|The search will include 

reasonably related documentation (e.g., policy memos or critiqui ^analyses of experiments and

4. Material related to the development of the 1953 Nurenjberg Code Policy. While 

significant material has b sen pi
include documentation c 'thejbasis for the new Administration's decision to resolve the matter as 

it did. I I

iirectivej (e.g., secretarial approval. Am ' agency proposals, surgeon 
moment, communications with other agen ies).|The search will include

reasonably related documentation (e.g., policy memos or critiqiu i/analj 
documentation required by. successors to the June, 1953 memon idum.

1 2

Army. The July trans nittal states that we have been provided with "ethics policy 
documents." We have been irovided with documents on Army oolicy development, which we 

appreciate. However, the request* * focused on documentation of 1
1953 Army policy. By its terms, this documentation should have

June 22 letter Priority Items

|I

itary of 
■ce{ Whi 

example, as we discussed, 4 
additional seemingly relev

5. Basic historic organization charts and similar data on tfe location of groups with 
responsibility for coordi lating, funding, setting policy for, advising on, and/or using radiation 
research. The May 23 letter, recognizing that the data has not been provided for the Army, DNA, 

or the Office of Secretary of Defense, indicates that data has been couriered over in the case of 
the Navy and Air Force! While some such data has been provided, systematic data has not. For 
example, as we discussed, 41950 Navy memo located by Commi tee staff identified many 

additional seemingly relevant commiltees/panels, on which the Nt vy sat?



3 policy in regard to part cular experiments.

:erial.mat,

uly*l

I

snutti
, 4hil 

; itcf
icj, tl

i

The July 1 transmitta also states that we received backup locumcnts for the 1975 Army 
Inspector General Report which investigated Chemical Corps exp riments with drugs. We may

Committee on Medical 
such documents; indeed, DOD

I
I

meeting with Colonel Suttle and his teai i, it was agreed to limit our
r. —.j—r—A—4—, _4 an£j g (page 56) of the IG 

report. We have not received the materials referred to in footnotes 3,4, and 8.

3

s In our June IQ i
request, at least initially, to'the materials identified at footnotes

experiments, Surgeon General review and comment, and commun nations with other services or 
agencies. Wc have received little or no documentation evidencing mplementation of the June

1953 policy in regard to part cular experiments.

Medical Aspects of Atomic Warfare. We did receive some minuti i, agendas, and further

1 . 
received. Most notably, we did not receive any "Program Guidan e Reports"

Digest" documents, as were pen< ...  
previously been locate^ by opr staff, and shared with you). In ad< tion the response did not 

include minutes or agenda, or both, for the Joint Panel's 1 st, 4th, f ... .

meetings.

Second, the transmittal letter states that we have been pn 'ided with records of the group 
that assumed responsibility for the work of the Joint Panel and tl
Science, when DOD was reorganized in 1953. We did not receiv
has not identified the namMs) of the successor group(s).

Air Force/Navy. While wc appreciate efforts by the Navy md the Air Force, we note:

The July transnutlal states that files on ethics policy for t ic pre-1974 period have been 
provided. Once again, vfcile we appreciate the provision of files elated to policies and policy 
development, we have received little documentation showing the application of the 1953 
Nuremberg Code PolicI the 1951 Navy policy, and any similar, ir Force policy, to the radiation 
experiments identified i y these services.

i
The July transn ittal states that we have received files on R&D coordinating groups. Wc 

understand that the Air Force and Navy are searching for files of relevant R&D coordinating 
groups; however, othei than fragmentary documentation provided by the Navy, the documents 

related to these groups lave not been provided.

The July 1 transmitta also states that we received backup

have received some of the requested materials, but we have not rc ;eived all of them.

DNA. The transmittal letter indicates we have been provided with one (of four) DNA 
priority items. As discussed, this item (AFFRI Board of Governor s' Minutes) was, relatively 

speaking, "off the shelf' mrtenal.

OSD. First, the Julyll transmittal indicates that we receive 1 the files of the Joint Panel on 

Medical Aspects of Atomic Warfare. We did receive some minuti i, agendas, and further 
documentation, which are of great interest. However, there are si nificant gaps in the materials 

■’ or "Research
iodically prepared by the group (i id ex pies of which had 

—.» * « * * * * . • — -I • J

th, dth, 7th, 9th, 10th, and 11th
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I

tai sti 
e Air 
furthi

I

nformation on the (1949-53)
1

I

4?
e AHFR1 minutes indicate that relevant research was coordinated

die al

enps. a number of intentional

4

I

oup;s were likely housed in, or 
earch through DDR&E, as

ents. We expect that explanatory documentation on these items will be 

yDNA.

Army. The Arnjy has not provided an action list in respon : to our June 15 transmittal of 
action items. We appreciatejthe Army's provision of documents n ated to ethics policy 
development, Dugway intentional releases, and certain Headquart srs documentation of late 1940's 
and early 1950's experiments. However, most of the requests in tl a June 15 memo appear to be 

6 DNA provided
directive; 2) notes on th > January, 1994 Graybeards meeting, 3) e x>py of its contract log; 4) 
copies of the minutes oi the AFFRT Board of Governors, which y u confirmed are matters of 
public record; and 5) so tie reports from the experiments identified by DNA.

7 For example, t
by/through 1) the Weap< ns Effect Board; 2) the DNA Biomedica Weapons Effects Research 
Program; 3) the Annual -ong Range Planning Meeting for Medic al Nuclear Weapons Effects 
Research. The January jeeting memo refers to, among other iteiy s, a number of intentional 
releases, and 500 perso nel who volunteered to occupy close to detonation positions during tests, 

and HVMMRO experin 
identified and provided

The July transmittal states that we have been provided wi i agency histories regarding 
radiation experiments. The Air Force has provided excerpts of cer ain histories, which we 
appreciate. (We will seek further portions of these histories). We, iderstand the Navy has located 
some history(ies) of the NRDL, but we have yet to be provided with this or other histories.

I
Further Outstanding Requests of POD Components

DNA. On June 8,1
shown by DNA’s June 27 st;

1) th|c computer printout obtained in its i spoi se to the January search

following discussion with DNA, we transmitted a list of action items. As 
:atus report, DNA has taken some acti m on 5 of 23 items We must 

note that the items prodded kere basically "off the shelf.6 DNA has yet to provide any 

documentation indicating simificant research into its rich collectk n of relevant records, including 
those in Record Group »374l Indeed, while the January 1994, no es of a meeting to discuss data 
retrieval indicate that Epi A Jecognizes its histories may be quick < ources of relevant data, relevant 

portions of DNA histones have not even been provided. The Jani uy meeting, and the AFFRI 
Board of Governors minutes, however, do confirm that DNA is a ich source of documentation 
on human experiments, and that much documentation should be r idily retrievable.7

i •

OSD. As discussed, OSD has provided some very helpful
Joint Panel on the Medical Aspects of Atomic Warfare and the de elopment of the 1953 ethics 
code. By the same token, this documentation demonstrates the vt le and likely success of a 
continued search to include missing documentation on the Joint P nel; j documentation on other 
relevant groups for the 1947-53 period; and documentation of si ilar groups for the post-1953 
period. As we discussed, beginning in about 1953-54 many such | 
affiliated with, DDR&E. ahe immediate continuation of the OSD
DOD suggested on July 8, would be of value.
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outstanding.

and

i
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I
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these services. From our 
corals center searches for 

documents on ethics 
/e hope to work with

Air Force andNavy\XNe have not transmitted formal reqt :sts

discussions with them we understand they are engaged in archive
Headquarters related documents consistent with the above discus ion

policy and implementation, dn R&D coordination and programs, tc.) 
these services in the immediate future to discuss the best way to t ;cess field office records and 

funher data on selected experiments.
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January 10, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISTINE VARNEY

Rudy De Leon

DATA COLLECTION AND RETRIEVAL:

illy named Dr. Gordon Soper (DoD Atomic Energy office) 
the Scienceland Ethics working group as well as theIto 

“R(

I By Soper working In both groups we were able to hammer out a draft scope

I

III

7

’i-’j

i
i

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

Also on Friday we official
 j be both a member of the Sciem
Riords working group. This is appropriate because one of the most 
Important near term goals of the RWG Is the establishment of the scope of the 
collection and retrieval activities which Is being proposed by the Science and 

Ethics working group.

IECT: Summary of current DoD Radiation Research Efforts.

Wa have made progress on a number of fronts in data collection and record 
j retrieval. On Friday Secretary Aspin sent out a tasking letter to provide general 
I guidance on records search and retention. A copy of the directive Is attached.

TT
Janui

MEMC

RDM

SLBJ

DAT

Wdl 
rettit 
guk

i

which we have provided to the Services for their comments and expect a 
response by the end of today.

The Services, the Defense Nuclear Agency and the Armed Forces Radloblologi 
Reset Institute have begun their search process and we expect an Input from 
them this week on how they plan to organize and a very preliminary 
assessment of what they have found so far, where the records are, and what 

are their next steps.

In addition, Dr. Harold Smith, the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic 
Energy), returns this week and will follow up on Secretary Aspin's tasking of 
setting up a structure to process the data collection and analysis.

ISTANT

Fl >M:
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OUTSIDE PANEL:

f

I

|guidance to field PA's last Wednesday that paralleled the statements made by 
’the White House last Monday.

le "Help Line Survey" we solicited the Department and have given the Inpu1

in e

$
ete

I
Mert

I "4 
radie

I I

OnfDecember 30 Secretary Aspln Issued a statement pledging to aggressively 
pursue the records review and release process. Public Affairs also sent

latlon and Inquiries gathered, but don't feel It Is beneficial to set up a set 
of Operators here that would take the calls Instantly.

Under Secretary John Deutch has been talking with Dr. Jack Gibbons about the 
make up of the outside panel. Dr. Gibbons and Dr. Deutch seem to feel that 
the initial list Is heavy on blo-ethisists and legal people and Is In need of 
people with experience In managing research enterprises. This morning Dr. 
Deutch sent Dr. Gibbons a list of people that would give balance this board.

i
PUBLIC INFORMATION EFFORT:

Doj) media Inquires on the radiation exposure Issue has been moderate 
relative to those received by the White House and DOE. Still DoD has received 

Approximately 40 media calls requesting information on DoD's part in the 

. radiation research. We've said that we are moving out smartly and exploring 
[every avenue within DoD that may shed light on the subject.

back to the steering group. We are working out how we will respond to the 

i

LEGISLATIVE ASPECTS:

^Senator Kennedy's staff has asked us to provide a panelist for a hearing he is 
holding this Thursday in Boston. We currently plan on sending Dr. Soper. We 
have also been asked to provide a briefing to SASC in the next two weeks. It 
feejs likely that a hearing will follow at some point. HASC's DOE panel Is also 
planning a series of DOE hearings early In the session. It seems likely that 
this will be one of the topics.

Or^ subsequent dates, we expect to be asked to provide witnesses to hearings 
heljd by Senate Government Affairs Committee and subcommittees of the 
Hopse Energy and Commerce Subcommittee. The House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committees have limited their requests to briefings at this 
point, but hearings should be expected.

DoD was already preparing to provide a witness to the HVAC field hearing in 
Mefldan, Mississippi on January 21. While that hearing was to focus on 

isert Storm mystery illnesses," the committee has now advised us that the 
..Jiation experiment issue Is likely to arise as well.

I
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LEGAL ISSUES:

on DoD research activities, applicable for the last ten to fifteen years. They 
have been involved in advising on Instructions for document retention Including

I

h

I

I

,01-10-1994 13:28

* Il

1

f

General Counsel has completed a preliminary review of the legal restrictions

Secretary Aspin's letter. General Counsel Is also reviewing It's legal 
relationship with other organizations, such as our contractors, to determine 
how best to retrieve their relevant records.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES of staff

Washinflton, D.C. 20201

■>
<

Phil CaplanTo:
1

Jill HargisFrom:

I IRadiation ExperimentsRe:
II

<

I

I

» 
Attached is the summary of HHS activity in connection with the 
Agency Coordinating Group on Radiation Experiments.

• 
J 
I

-

X

i

MEMORANDUM

Chief

-s''

fW

I
I 
I
i
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< I
I

I

is

Steering

1)

o

o any

2)

It is anticipated that most of the experiments funded by
4 WWA*! __________________ _ A.'— •_ JS J — J -_____________________ __________ ___ *_

3)

This group will meet

a)
I

b)

c)

Id)

j

A memorandum is being prepared by the Offic< ► of the General 
.. _ . etant Secretary

This memorandum will: 
entify an 
activities

Department of Health and Human Services Activities

I Experiments

identify records related to human experimental exposure 
to ionizing radiation, and
direct each component division to retain and secure 
and all records that may pertain to experimental 
exposure of humans to ionizing radiation.

develop a method for identifying relevant records,

determine how and where to search for relevant records,

coordinate with other agencies to trace isotope deliveries 
from the Atomic Energy Commission,

engage in a comprehensive search and review of the madical 
literature in coordination with other agencies.

Counsel in coordination with the Deputy Ass 
for Health for all DHHS components.
o ....

The three principal Public Health Service agencies (NIH, 
CDC, and FDA) have already been given these directions 
orally.

HHS is cooperating with Senator Kennedy in preparation fi 
the January 13 hearing in Massachusetts and will be 
providing a witness.

request that each component division i 
individual who will be responsible for

for the Agency Coordinating Group on Radiatio
January 7, 1993

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS 
participating in and cooperating fully with the kgency 
Coordinating Group on Radiation Experiments, the
Committee and all five working groups. The follbwing actions 
have been initiated to date to support the work >f the 
Coordinating Group.

.________ i
related to the Coordinating Group, ’
direct each component division to begin immediately to

JAN-09-1994 22:16
*»

■fl

-HHS
Tinvolving human exposure to ionizing radiation were fund 

by the Public Health Service. Therefore, a PHS working 
group has been established with representatives from the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, the National 
Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, and 
the Food and Drug Administration.
during the week of January 10th.
This group will:
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

o may
its In
s o4 : 
, ctu

I

.4 <

I 

T

JAN-09-1994

i

Preliminary projections indicate that records will be found 
in many locations. r "
employees, the records

I

i

Lists of institutions that may have received grants or 
contracts from PHS during the relevant period (1945-1975) 
are being compiled. A memorandum is being drafted that will 
instruct these institutions to retain and secure any records 
related to human experiments with ionizing radiation.

xhe Office of the General Counsel has undertaken a review of 
recent case law regarding custody and control of grantees’ 
and contractors' records.

For those experiments conducted by PHS
ds, if they stillexist,are likely to---------- - ---- ------- ------------- _ - Qf

yiauLaui, ano uuuvractors win oe even more scattered and (may 
be hard to locate as PHS pre—1966 grant and contract records 
consist of the title of each grant, the recipient
institution, the investigator, the amount awarded and a 
single line description of the project.

HHS is attempting to locate records from the Interagency 
Task Force on the Health Effects of Ionizing Radiation. 
This group prepared a report for the President in 1978 and, 
as background for the report, may have prepared an inventory 
of experimentation with ionizing radiation.

HHS is conducting a preliminary evaluation of our expertise
iy have been 
rational Cancer
radiation

udias of

or experimentation witn ionizing radiation.

r— • * - ■ - * - i
in providing follow—up to individuals who — 
exposed to radiation. CDC and NIH (and it: 
Institute) conducted longitudinal studies
exposure including the DOE workers study,   
Chernobyl victims, and follow-up studies of patients who 
have received radiation as a part of a treatment regimen.

_‘-“y a*- st*** exist, are likely to
be found within intra-Departmental sub-agencies. Records o 
grantees and contractors will be even more scattered and ,ma

I



DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT:

1.

Definitions2 .

3.

Retrieval and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experiments

(2) were designed to test the extent of human 
exposure to ionizing radiation; or

(3) were principally designed to test the 
environmental dispersion of ionizing radiation.

(1) were designed to test human health effects of 
ionizing radiation;

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human radiation experiments conducted 
after 1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be 
approved by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, 
for the sampling of records pertaining to post-1976 human 
radiation experiment.

Direction to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency.

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not 
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that 
were common and routine clinical practices, such as 
diagnostic X-rays.

cJ) --(ii-jr Experiments involving intentional environmental 
y releases of radiation which

"Human radiation experiments" means:
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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records
of human radiation e�periments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
�niform procedures for the recrieval and inventory of
records are applied a� each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

( b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving incentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and :heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

N0.616 G1'35 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
reco�ds on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series.

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies sha�l work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND kGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwi�n a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on illdividuals involving intentional
�xposure to ionizir.g radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test hum�n health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
�xposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
t:he present. For humen radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. �ach Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institu�e procedures for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the re�rieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation !xperiments 

1. 

2. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied ac each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmenc of Health and Human Services,
Cent.rai Intelligence Agency, Depart.'tlent of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
&Xposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. I� implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their nex� of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experi�ents 

1. Direction �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate �heir procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

ta) "Agency� means Department of Defense, Department of
fnergy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Departmenc of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments u means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

l'0.616 !;05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direction to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2, Definitions -

(a) "Agency h means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) �Hu�an radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does noc
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation;

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation; or

(3) were principally designed to test the
environmental dispersion of ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radia�ion experiments conducted
after 1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be
approved by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group,
for the sampling of records pertaining to post-1976 human
radiation experiment.



4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group.

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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DR A JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experi�ents 

1. 

2. 

Direct:on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contrac� or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insur�, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrievai and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) HAgency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen,;ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) �ere designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
e-xposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of �ecords pertaining to post-1976 human radiation 
experiment.. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 
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with the Human Radiation

5.

(i)

(ii)

(iii) classification and to declassify such records to

(iv)

Aa°ncies shall work together with the Human Radiation 
Agencies bnay «r-Hi *p the inventor6.

2

Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of 

records of human radiation experiments. .
interagency^working^rou^to^standaroize

methods for describing records, collecting, 
« •__ •__ * nTi . ana

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments.

forthwith all records relating to human

address methods for cescriomgtranscribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

shall coordinate these procedures
interagency Working Group.

nc«d shall institute procedures for niaking
human radiation experiments available to Ue 

these procedures, each agency Head 
order to all elements of the

Each Agency Head
records on 1-------
public. In implementing 
shall immediately issue an
Agency:

transfer'of files to a designated

,j. L , individual documents 
be"removed"from their file series.

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 

process.

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of -he 
experiments or their next of kin.

the

transfer of the records,
shall not L- ------

To locate

; and to identify any such records in the
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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND h.GENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VAR.NEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2. 

Direction to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
forthwitn a procedure for retrieval and invem:.ory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

ta) ttAgency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centrai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments� means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ioni�ing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
che present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to post-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

ND.616 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
reco�ds on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instr�ctions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work togecher with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimencs. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D RA JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS ANO kGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2 

Direct:on to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Worting Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Ceno;rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments » means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�easea of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

NO.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

s. Each Agency Head shall institute procedure& for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for cescribing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies .

., 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation �xperi�encs 

1. 

2 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency sha�l establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
uncier a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the re�rieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving inte�tional environmental
releases of rad�ation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
e,xposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

N0.616 



lE:23 GC-01 .. J562983 

shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FltOM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorda
of Human Radiation Experiments

1. Direction co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
uncier a contracc or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the recrieval and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services, 
Cen-;ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) hHuman rad' tion experiments" means:

(i) Exp riments on individuals involving intentional
exposur �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that 
were · 

s such as 
dia 

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
_ $,eases of rad�ation which 

) (i(l'O . 
� (1) were designed to test human health effecte of 

� vo�rt)l, ionizing radiation; or 
I�-..} 

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
e-xposure to ionizing radiation. 

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
t:he present. For human radiation experiment cond'..lcted after 
1976, each Agency may ins�itute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

NO.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
�adiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, ,1hich may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation !xperiments 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contracc or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the re�rieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

{a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans ..¥� Affairs, and NASA. '1}-ff'i to 

(b) "Humao��,;,i°� experiments" means:

�(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional 
�x o ioni his ca egory oes not 

�====�r=-:���;.:..;.;.;.;;�:.:..,�i�o�n
;;;:.

i;z=iTn��r
:"'\

adiation that
r ractice such as 

·a

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

( 2) were des�gn�d. to te�� t�e extent of human /,,- 1 _ .. M) 

( 0 �
su;:� to"" ion1.z:f�,1 ����j_:i

n 
·�f- J5 � l_ �

"'

)
\.tie time peri� ili;Tmorandum is � 1944 to -

J_ 

the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after .@.

197{, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

Each Agency Head shall iastitute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head

shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii} 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
�gency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instr�ctions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for nation�l security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work togecher with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimencs. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

,I 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract. or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

4. 

( b) 

"Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services, 
Cent.ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

"Human radiation experiments" means: 

(i) Experirr.ents on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizir.g radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ioni�ing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design9d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may ins�itute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment.. 

Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

NO.616 (;05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation exoerirnents available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, whicr. �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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0 R A F T 

AEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Records
of Human Radiation Experiments

1. 

2. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contrac� or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the re�rieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

( b) 

�Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Departmenc of Health and Human Services, 
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

· n exP.er�ents:• �� �

( i) me on indiOs inv;liK'g intentional
exposure �o ionizir.g radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

N0.616 c;,as 

(2) were designed to test the extent of human

�
('o!,yre t9 ionizing radiation. J_ __ � t,Jf,.u.._ {2,v._ 11 &_(, J

3) �:;4,3 �u4, �� �
a.., 

'( 
3. The time p riod covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to ( � C,/(0 

the
�

resent. For human radiation experiment conducted after �e,-,::1::.) 

_,J/ 
197 each Agency may ins�itute procedures, to be approved 

�tr' 
byte Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experiment:. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institu�e procedures for making
records on human radiation exoerirnents available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to descroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, �hict may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individuai documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies .

., 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Records
of Human Radiation Experiments

1. 

2 

3. 

4. 

Direction co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invem::.ory of records 
of human radiation experimencs conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. �gencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

"Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services, 
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affa�rs, and NASA.

"Human radiation experiments" means: 

(11 Experiments on individuals involving intentional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not 
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that 
were common and routine clinical practices, such as 
diagnostic X-rays. 

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

fl...i,. �,..J-�( 2.) were designed to test the extent of human µ,,..-.,..,. UN',tu...,. 
xposure to ionizing radiation. 

The time period covered by this Memorandum
� 

from 1944 to 
th¾;,resent. For human !"adiation experime tS cond�cted after 
19"1-11, each Agency may ins�itute procedures o be approved 
by the Hurnar. Radiation �nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling fltecords pertaining to posr:.-i 9 7.,( human radiation 
experime� � 

Each Agency Head shall i�sticute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
rnteragency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institu�e procedures for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

6 

7. 

( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Not to descroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avaii themselves of every 
oppor�unity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

(iv) To make any deletions required for the protection
of privacy interests of the subjects of the
experiments or their next of kin.

Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of 
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2 • 

Qirection co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contracc or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
e-xposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
che present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and :heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation exPerirnents available to the
public. I� implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to descroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies sha�l work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for cescribing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
docurnen�ing records search strategies.

2 



.. 6:23 GC'-01 - 4562983 

D R A JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direct�on to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
forthwi�h a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

3, 

4. 

(a) »Agency� means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�he resent. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1¥76, each Agency may institute procedur to be approved 
by_._ t e Human Radiation Interagency Work·ng G oup, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 uman radiation 
experimenc. 

Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

N0.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedurea for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

\ i ) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody oi the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
oi privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies sha�l work toge�her with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the invento�y of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2. 

Direction to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) ttAgency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

( b) "Human radiation experiments II means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
dxposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
:h!=e-:l-ttde incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
�common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving incentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
�xposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the�preeent. For human radiation experiment cond�cted after
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved
by the Human Radiation �nteragency Working Group, for �he
sampling of �ecords pertaining to pos�-197� human radiation
experirnenc. 3/

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5, Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making 
records on human radiation experiments available to the 
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 9irect�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services,
Cen,;rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include i�cidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
rnteragency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies sha�l work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND kGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record8 
of Human Radiation !xperiments 

1. 

2. 

�irection �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
uncier a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmenc of Health and Human Services,
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

"Human radiation experiments" means: 

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include ihcidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
�xposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedure& for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head

shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies . 

., 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invem:ory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
che present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institu�e procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to poec-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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with the Human Radiation

5.

(i)

(ii)

(ill)
the maximum extent and as soon as possible.

cooperate in expediting this

(iv)

6.

2

the
custody °f contractors or granges or the Agency.

shall coordinate these procedures
Interagency Working Group.

p«rh Anencv Head shall institute procedures for making 
records Schuman radiation experiments available,to the 
public, in implementing these Procedures, each agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 

Agency:

anpnries shall work together witn me nuraau aauxacxv.. 
interagency Working Group to standardize inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collec g, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies.

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments.

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
-^iS^anrro'irenrifranre^M.Tn the

Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series.

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Aoencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 

process.

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of -he 
experiments or their next of kin.

together with the Human Radiation

radiation experiments available to the

order to all elements of the
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D R A F 1' 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Re�rieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experimen�s 

1. 

2. 

Direction �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records 
of humon radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy 1 Departmenc of Health and Human Services, 
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
�xposure �o ionizing radiation. (This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-raysy 

(ii) Experiments involving �ntentional environmental
re�eases of rad�ation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
e-xposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation
experimenc.

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 005 



16:23 GC-01 � �562�83 

shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

s. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

\ i ) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees oi the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
until specific instruccions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed frcm their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
oi privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search s�rategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND kGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direct�on co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
forthwitn a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
ur.aer a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interag8ncy Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) �Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizir.g radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effecta of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation �nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedurea for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

{ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies sha�l work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies .

., 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE V}.RNEY 

SOBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direction �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the re�rieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) ''Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
ir.clude incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of rad�ation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for �he 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

( i ) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the re�rieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interes�s of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work togecher with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimencs. Such standards will
address methods for cescribing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJ"ECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experi�ents 

1. Direct�on to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform pro�edures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

la) ttAgency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

\ i ) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall av�il themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
oi privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A JI' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record8 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direction �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department. of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

( b) "Human radiation experiments II means:

(il Experiments on individuals involving intentional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not 
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that 
were common and routine clinical practices, such as 
diagnostic X-rays. 

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
�posure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos't-1976 human radiation 
experimen't. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radi4tion 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avaii themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FR.OM: CHRIST!NE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2 

Direct�or. to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwi�h a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experimen�s conducted by the Age�cy or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
�xposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ioni�ing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�er.tional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The t�me period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment cond�cted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitu�e procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of �ecords pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experiment.. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 005 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedure& for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experimen�s or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

J 
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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJ'ECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation gxperiments 

1. 

2 

Direction �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records 
of hum0n radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied a� each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA,

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional

N0.616 []05 

exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not ;rv/::; 
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving incentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
che present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved 
by the Hu�an Radiation �nceragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to post:-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedure& for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

\ i } 

(ii} 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed r�pository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the

]transfer of the records, individual documents r, 
shall not be removed from their file series. fJ 

To review all such records for nacional security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRIST!NE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventorv of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experimenes 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Direct�on to Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation e�periments conducted by the Agency or 
uncier a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) ttHumad radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were design2d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�.......,t,,iresent. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976 each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 

the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

N0.616 [;']5 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation e,cperiments available to the
public. re implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
�adiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible, 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENC!ES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation �xperiments 

1. 

2 

Direct�on co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invem:.ory of records 
of hwnan radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) ttAgency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Centrai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments 11 means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of 
ionizing radiation; or 

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
che present. For human radiation experiment condacted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 !,!JS 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiacion exoeriments available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue ar. order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to descroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human

Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their r.ext of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address me�hods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A P' T

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwitn a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of humQn radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contrac� or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform procedures for the recrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

{a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of 
Energy, Departmenc of Health and Human Services, 
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, auch as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment cond�cted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

NO.616 [;05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation e,cperirnen�s available to the
public. Ir. implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

[;06 
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(ii) human �clcTo locate forthwith all records relating to 
radiation experiments in the custody of the
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Hum�n 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the re�rieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series.

(iii) 

(iv) 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experirnencs or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform pro�edures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen�ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

"Human radiation experiments 11 means: 

(i) Ex eriments on individuals involving intentional
expo ure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving �ntentional environmental
re!eases of rad�ation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after

1�1 J...9-7o, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
1 by the Human Radiation !nteragency Working Group, for the 

sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and :heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 1,05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institu�e procedures for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individuai documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. � , ? 

v��� cr•o11. J 

To make any @eletions) required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experimencs or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work togecher with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies .

.. 
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D R A P' T

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FR.OM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation £xperimen�s

1. Direct�or. co Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Age�cy or
unrier a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

3. 

4. 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
�nergy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA,

(b) "Human radiation experiments 11 means: 

(i) Experiments on iudividuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category doee not
include incidental exposures to ionizing =adiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as

diagnostic X-rays.

Cc...) � Experiments involving intentional environmental 
releases of radiation which 

(1) were designed to test human health effecte of 
ionizing radiation; or 

(2) were design�d to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
197-f,�&�h Agij�a�stitute procedures, to be approved
by the 'lrurnan i on .nttla�ency World.Ilg Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to poe�-1971 human radiation 
experiment. 

Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

N0.616 905 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall instituce procedures for making
records on human radiation exoerirnents available to the
public. I� implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series.

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible, 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

. �
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMEN'I1S AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde
of Human Radiation £xperiments

1. 

2 • 

. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
forthwith a procedure fer retrieval and inven�ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
uncier a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform pro�edures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) ttAgency tt means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans
Affairs, and NASA. 

"Human radiation experiments" means: 

(i) Experiments on individuals involving inten�ional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as 
diagnostic X-rays. 

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which 

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or 

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
xposure to ionizing radiation. 

T time feriod covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human �adiation experiment conducted after
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. (Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

ND.616 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
recc�ds oa human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. In implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
kgency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible, 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work togecher with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimencs. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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D R A I" T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCrES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation �xperi�ents 

1. 

2. 

Direction c.o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
�niform pro�edures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) �Agency tt means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services,
Cent.rai Intelligence Agency, Department. of veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�e�tional environmental
re!eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to posc-1976 human radiation 
experimenc. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies . 

., 
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D R A I" T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENC!ES 

CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experiments

1. Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and invem:.ory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contrac� or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

3. 

4. 

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Departmenc of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizir.g radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
197*, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying 
and making records available to subjects of human radiation 
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedure& for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designa�ed repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experimen�s or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experimen�s. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

I 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrievdl and Inventory of Recorde 
of Ruman Radiation Experi�ents 

1. Qirection �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate �heir procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) "Agency" means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Departmen� of Health and Human Services,
Cen�rai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
�xposure to ionizing radiation. This category does not
ir.clude incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the preeent. For human radiation experiment cond�cted after
1976, each Agency may inscitute procedures, to be approved
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the
sampling of =ecords pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation
experiment.

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

NO.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiacion experiments available to the
public. I� implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Not to descroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum excent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

(iv) To make any deletions required for the protection
of privacy interests of the subjects of the
experiments or their next of kin.

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A F T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS ANO kGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Recorde 
of Human Radiation Experi�ents 

1. Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and invencory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation
Inceragency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
�niform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied ac each Agency.

2. Definitions -

(a) ttAgency tt means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Centrai Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
re:eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
e-xposure to ionizing radiation.

3, The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to 
�he present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation rnteragency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

NO.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation exoerirnents available to the
public. r� implementing these procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

( i ) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, �hich �ay involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instr�ctions are given for the 
transfer of the records, �ndividual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experimencs or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
rnteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records oi human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

J 

2 
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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. �irection �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish
fortnwith a procedure for retrieval and inventory of records
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall
coordinate cheir procedures with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that
uniform procedures for the retrieval and inventory of
records are applied at each Agency.

2. pefinitions -

(a) "Agency tt means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA.

( b) "Human radiation experiments II means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category doee not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving in�entional environmental
releases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effecte of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to post-1976 human radiation 
experiment. 

4. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and their next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies

N0.616 005 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

s. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation experiments available to the
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency: 

( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall �ork together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
Until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avail themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
Interagency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will 
address methods for describing records, collecting, 
transcribing and verifying inventory informstion, and 
documenting records search strategies. 

2 
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D R A P' T 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND hGENCIES 

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY 

SUBJECT: Retrieval and Inventory of Record� 
of Human Radiation Experiments 

1. 

2. 

Direct�on �o Agencies - Each Agency shall establish 
forthwith a procedure for retrieval and inven�ory of records 
of human radiation experiments conducted by the Agency or 
under a contract or grant of the Agency. Agencies shall 
coordinate their procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group to insure, where appropriate, that 
uniform proGedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. 

Definitions 

(a) "Agency'' means Department of Defense, Department of
Energy, Department of Health and Human Services,
Cen,;.ral Intelligence Agency, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and NASA. 

(b) "Human radiation experiments" means:

(i) Experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure �o ionizing radiation. This category does not
include incidental exposures to ionizing radiation that
were common and routine clinical practices, such as
diagnostic X-rays.

(ii) Experiments involving intentional environmental
re�eases of radiation which

(1) were designed to test human health effects of
ionizing radiation; or

(2) were designed to test the extent of human
exposure to ionizing radiation.

3. The time period covered by this Memorandum is from 1944 to
the present. For human radiation experiment conducted after 
1976, each Agency may institute procedures, to be approved 
by the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, for the 
sampling of records pertaining to pos�-1976 human radiation 
experiment:. 

4. Each Agency Head shall i�stitute procedures for notifying
and making records available to subjects of human radiation
experiments and �heir next of kin. As appropriate, Agencies 

ND.616 �05 
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shall coordinate these procedures with the Human Radiation 
Interagency Working Group. 

5. Each Agency Head shall institute procedures for making
records on human radiation exoeriments available to the
public. In implementing thes� procedures, each Agency Head
shall immediately issue an order to all elements of the
Agency:

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Not to destroy any records relating to human 
radiation experiments. 

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments in the custody of the 
Agency, and to identify any such records in the 
custody of contractors or grantees of the Agency. 
Agencies shall work together with the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group to standardize 
the retrieval of these records, which may involve 
the transfer of files to a designated repository. 
until specific instructions are given for the 
transfer of the records, individual documents 
shall not be removed from their file series. 

To review all such records for national security 
classification and to declassify such records to 
the maximum extent and as soon as possible. 
Agencies shall avaii themselves of every 
opportunity to cooperate in expediting this 
process. 

To make any deletions required for the protection 
of privacy interests of the subjects of the 
experiments or their next of kin. 

6. Agencies shall work together with the Human Radiation
!nteragency Working Group to standardize the inventory of
records of human radiation experiments. Such standards will
address methods for describing records, collecting,
transcribing and verifying inventory information, and
documenting records search strategies.

2 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1000 

P.05
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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
UNDER SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE 
DIRSCtOR, DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE 
COMPTROLLER 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
DIRECTOR, OPERAT-IONAL TEST -�D... EV�UATION . ASSISTAN'.1'S TO .'l!HE ��ECRETARf�-.0 )�llf�}iS_E;�-¥-· -··•.' .:� :�.,)··:,,.
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRAT'ION--.ANO ·'MANAG-EMENT 
DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES 

SUBJECT: DoD Human Radiation Research Review 

I have appointed Dr. Harold P. Smith, Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy), as the DoD-wide tocal p 
for the compilation and review ot all Defense Department data 
information related to ionizing radiation research with human 
subjects. He will work ri�h the Interagency working Group on 
this issue and coordinat, our efforts with those of the ·other 
relevant agencies. I wapt1to move quickly and thoroughly on 
matter -- it shoul� be given high priority. 

in� 
or 

his 

The ATSD(AE) will chair a DoD working group to structure the 
process for data collection and analysis and development of a DoD 
overall plan of action. He will also be responsible !or 
determining the outside organizations with which the Departme t 
has worked that might have such records, and the best way to 
preserve those records and obtain them for review. This ATSD�AE) 
led effort will be under 1the overall ;uidance of John Deutch, who 
is the senior department offici�l responsible for this matter. 

I request you take immediate steps to ensure that any 
documents or records in your office related to human ionizing 
radiation research are retained and not destroyed. This includes 
all letters, memoranda, reports, logs, handwritten notes, written 
procedures, and all other writings, as well as photographs, maps, 
and machine-readable materials. Your search should include atl 
file indices ot recQrda retired to the Federal Records center at 
Suitland, MD, or a search of those files at Suitland as 
appropriate. Please advise all persons responsible for routine 
document disposal procedures of the need to preserve these 
records. 



01-10-1994 13:29 7036978151 SECDEF/CABLES P.06

veterans who participated in atmospheric nuclear testing and 
the occupation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are already included in 
the national Nuclear Test Personnel Review (NTPR) program and are 
not part of this effort. 

Inquiries regarding this matter should be direpted to 
Dr. Gordon K. Soper, �rincipal Deputy, AT (703) 697-5161.

l 

I 
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Fax to Jack Gibbons I )
Subject: People to conalder for Adv. Comm. on Radiation ExP,ts. on Humans 

From: John Deutch I 

As promll8d here are some 1uaaest1on of lndlvldual• who would
contribute to the technlcel and research ••pecte of our Inquiry and add
n�ed profenlonal balance to the previous llsts I have sNn: 

1. Sam Thier

2. Frank Preas

3. John Ahem•

4. Maxine Singer

5. Dave Shirley

8. Don Kerr

7. Harvey Berger

8. Bob Hanfllng

9. David Bode

• Former Head of Institute of Medicine

- Former President Nat Acad. of Sci.

• Prealdent Sigma XI, former Chm. NRC
• Presl��� �arnelg!•. l����!�.�r=�l�-'-��:�:- ·.• VP Penn .State, former Ql_r�l•Y:1.ab 

- Vice Pr•• SAIC, former Director Los Alamos
. � • C�O ARIAD Inc., former C.ntacor

r 
Yale Mad.

• Conaultlng Eng., former Sp. Ast. to Hazel 

- VP Mldweat Res. lnslt.1 former Nat. Aced. Eng. 

10. ADM. BIii MIiier Ret. - Former head of ONR

11. VADM J. Guy Reynold• Ret. • Fo.rmer head of Navy R&d, nuclear' trained · 
12. John McTague, VP R&D - Ford Motor, former Chem prof. UCLA 

13. Professor John Rou - Dept. Chemlttry, Stanford

14. Professor Ernie Moniz • Head, Dept. of Physics, MIT

This 11st provides an lmpreaalon of the kinda of people that I believe
are necessary for the ac:lvlaory committee to .be balanced and to be 
perceived as balanced. · · 

. 
I 

People with blo-ethlc&'legaJ backgrounds ahould not 0&11-number
people with ,._,ch and/or technlcal menagment backgroul)ds. 

If requested, I would be pl ... d to.tlelp recruit anyone on this 11st. 

cc: Christine Varney, Hazel O'Leary, Rudy de Leon, Gordon Soper 
I 
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Human Experimentation Hotline Survey Form

INQUIRY NUMBER: 
Day YearMonthDATE:

AM
TIME AT BEGINNING OF INTERVIEW:

PM

INTERVIEWER:

Caller Information:

Y

N

Organization Name:

GO TO #3N

Ml:Last Name:

Line 2:

City: State:

ZIP:

SURVEY2.DOC
2

DK
(Don't Know)

What is you Inquiry Number from your first 
call to the Hotline:

1. Have you called the Hotline before and talked to an operator ? 
(circle one)

S-lan-94
5:31 PM

What additional information do you want to give me today. 
Add additional caller information to survey, where 
appropriate.

GO TO #2

4. What is your address ?

Line 1:

2. Are you calling on behalf of an organization ? 
(circle one)

Y

3. What is your full name, please?

First Name:



5. What is your telephone number, area code first please:

( )

(CONTINUE INTERVIEW)N

Ml:Last Name:

SURVEY2.DOC
3

(GO TO #13) 
(GO TO #8)

7. Are you the person about whom you are calling today? 
(circle one)

Y
N

6a. What was the location or home of the exposure event ? (Check 
appropriate spaces)

Mr./Ms. <caller name> For veterans or other people exposed to 
atomic testing fallout, there are separate toll-free numbers to receive 
and process this information. Are you ready to take down the 
numbers ? ( PROVIDE CALLER TOLL-FREE NUMBERS, POP
UP LIST)

8. What is the name of the person you are calling about: 

First Name:

6. Are you a veteran or are you calling about participation in activities related to atomic 
bomb testing, such as those that occurred in the Pacific or at the Nevada Test Site? 

(circle one)

Y (GOTO #6a)

Anewetok 
Bikini Atolls 
Hanford 
Japan

Hiroshima 
Nagasaki 

Marshall Islands 
Monte Bello 
Nevada Test Site 
Operation Green Run 
Operation Red Wing 
Operation Upshot 
Pacific 
Palermo 
White Sands 
Other: (Ask caller to specify) 

Male
Female 

5-lan-94
5:31 PM



9. How is this person related to you ?

Y (CONTINUE INTERVIEW, GO TO #11) 

N (GO TO #13)

Line 2:

State:City:

ZIP:

12. What is their phone number, area code first please ?

( )

DK

14. What is your/relation's social security number:

DK

to DK

If the exact date is not known, then enter a general description (e.g., late 1950's):

SURVEY2.DOC
4

10. Is your (relation) now living ? 
(circle one)

5-)an-94
5:31 PM

15. When do you believe you/relation were/was exposed to radiation ? 

Year(s):

11. What is (relation's) address ?

Line 1:

Spouse
Child
Sibling 
Parent
Other Relative 

13. What is your/relation's date of birth:
Month Day Year



17. Does the facility still exist ? Y N DK

19. Can you give me any details about this experiment or exposure ?

20. Do you know who was responsible or paid for the experiment or exposure:

SORVfY2.DOC
5

University of Cincinatti Hospital 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Vanderbilt University 
Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Research 
University of Rochester School of Medicine 

 
 

 
 
 

Strong Memorial Hospital

Hanover Hospital
The Femald School
Walter Reed Army Hospital
Bethesda Naval Hospital

In order for DOE to have complete records and documentation for this project, it is critical that 
you send a letter describing the details of the exposure and its circumstances. You may also 
enclose copies of any documents that you think will give more information related to this 
exposure. PLEASE DO NOT SEND ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.

18. Was the experiment or exposure part of a :
(Check appropriate space after rading thru the selections to callers).

Research Activity 
Medical Treatment 
Atmospheric Testing
Don’t Know 
Other (specify):

5-1^0-94
5:31 PM

16. At what facility or hospital did the experiment or exposure take place ? (check appropriate 
space):



SURVEY2.DOC
6

5-/an-94
5:31 PM

Now I will assign you an inquiry number. Please use this number as a personal identifier on 
any written material you send us or when calling the Hotline again.

EH-1 Hotline
Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20585

21. Do you think you will be sending written material to us ? Y N Maybe 

If you are ready, I will give you the address where you will send your information: 

Send this information to:

CLOSING STATEMENT:

We thank you for your call and participation in this project. We will process all the information 
you have given today as well as what you will send. If we need more information, we will 
contact you again. Thank you very much for calling.



General Information- internal use only -

Was the caller referred to a supervisor ? NY

If yes, reason for referral:

NWas the caller referred to Public Affairs ? Y

Was the caller referred to General Counsel ? NY

TIME AT COMPLETION OF INTERVIEW: AM

PM

Additional Interviewer Notes - internal use only -

SURVEY2.DOC
7

5-l*n-94
5:31 PM



News Release4 ►

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

###

3!I

Office of Public Affairs 
News Service

Department of 
Veterans Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20420 
(202) 535-8300

BROWN PLEDGES QUICK ACTION ON REVIEW OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE RESEARCH RECORDS

Washington, Dec. 31 — Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown 

announced that VA will immediately look into nuclear medicine research 

conducted at VA facilities in the '40s and '50s.

Said Brown, "We are collecting the records of clinical research 

conducted at VA hospitals which utilized nuclear medicine. In order to be 

certain that the research was properly conducted, I have ordered an 

immediate review of the circumstances surrounding this research at VA 

facilities."

Brown stated that VA will cooperate fully with all interested agencies 

and members of Congress. "We plan to leave no stone unturned in our 

review of this research," said Brown, "if we find that veterans were 

subjected to improper research, that would be morally and ethically 

unacceptable to me. We are going to look at all the facts and, if we 

determine that VA was engaged in any inappropriate research, we will 

disclose that finding to the American people, notify veterans involved and 

take appropriate action," he added.

VA is working closely~with the Department of Energy and the Department 

of Defense. This cooperative effort will allow us to expedite our review 

of records that may contain information on nuclear medicine research.

In addition, VA is asking the veterans service organizations to help 

the department raise awareness in the veteran community. "Veterans who 

are concerned should call VA's national toll-free number — 1-800-827-1000 

— and their cases will be promptly investigated by VA personnel," Brown 

added.




