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INTERAGENCY TALKING POINTS

RELEASE OF THE REPORT OF THE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

October 3, 1995

President's Messape: Responsible and Open Government

(o)

The President came to office determined to repair the trust between the

" American people and their government.

He committed the resources of the government to opening the door to the past;
even if wrong did not happen on our watch, we were determined to set it right.

This is about what people in power owe to those they serve

We are taking steps to make sure that wrongs never happen again

Interagency Talking Points

This has been an unprecedented exercise in openness

o

The Federal agencies searched archives, records centers, vaults, libraries, and
warehouses around the country.

Altogether, the agencies delivered about 840,000 pages of documents dating
back to World War 1I to the Advisory Committee.

Over 3,200 documents were declassified.

Information and the tools to acquire it have been made accessible to the people:
electronic databases were created and over 250,000 pages of original documents
were placed on the Internet to date -- thousands more will be added to the
Internet by all of the agencies in the coming months.

We opened the door on historical human radiation experiments without krowing
what was on the other side -- we did 1t because we believe that, whatever was
discovered about the past, 1t is better to tell the truth in order to rebuild trust
with the American people.

Prepured by the Department of Fnergy. Office of Environinent, Safety & Health, October 2, 1998



10/03/95

TUE 11:02 FaY 66783 DEPT OF ENERGY
= 0

@oos

The combined cost of the interagency effort, including support of the Advisory
Committee has been about $31 million.

The Advisory Committee found some cases of ethical wrongs, laid out an ethical
framework for assessing other cases, and found that most radiation experiments
were conducted safely and for valid scientific reasons.

(o)

The Committee identified a discrete set of cases during World War II and the
Cold War (about 25) where the government failed to respect the dignity and
rights of individuals by misusing secrecy to keep the nature of the experiments
from the subjects. (These are the Manhattan Project plutonium injections and a
few additional cases)

- The Committee has recommended compensation for the family members
of thesc persons, all now deceased. We agree that fair and reasonable
compensation should be made available.

The Advisory Committee laid out an ethical framework for the future: They
conclude that if ethical wrong and physical harm were done to a subject, the
government should make fair and reasonable compensation available.

In the coming days, we will consider how best 10 meet the objectives of these
recommendations.

The Advisory Committee also found, and for this all Americans can be grateful,
that the great majority of human radiation experiments were done safely, for
valid and often very important scientific reasons, and that they did not piace the
research participants at increased risk of health problems.

The Advisory Committee highlighted issues of concern in current research that
we will vigorously pursue.

(o)

Prepared by che Deparrment of Energy. Office of Environment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1998

The Committee's review of current research highlighted some issues of concern,
particularly for research into new medical theragies, including:

- The clarity and completeness of consent forms in describing the risks of
participation and the true potential for benefit to the participants,

- The need to distinguish clearly between research and therapy when
communigating to patients, and

N



10/03/95 TUE 11:03 FAX 68783

____DEPT OF ENERGY

Zoos

- Fairness in making experimental therapy for disease available to all

groups.

0 The Committee also found that current research involving radioisotopes 1s
subject to more safeguards and levels of review than human subjects research
generally.

o In accordance with the Executive Order issued by the President today, all

Federal agencies that sponsor human subjects research will immediately review
their rules and practices in light of the Committee's findings.

Preparcd by the Department of Laergy, Office of Environment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1995 3
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
G

HUMAN RADIATION EXPQBIMENTS

How does the govgmment feel about the fact that only 25 people are
recommended for compensation in the Committee's report?

It is first of all important to bear in mind that this was a Committee that
focused on ethical, not compensation issues. The Committee laid out ethical
guidelines for determining compensation for all persons who were harmed by
the government. In cases where people were ethicaily wronged and physically

‘harmed through the fault of the’ govemment we will pursue feir compensation

Does the government agree that the people noted in the report as deserving a

remedy (such as the plutonium injection gases uld indeed get a remedy?

These cases were singled out by the Committee because it was found that
secrecy was misused to keep the facts from the subjects and their families. We
agree that this 1s true and will work to provide these people with a fair remedy.

How will the government determine if cther people were harmed and if they

will receive compensation?

The Interagency Working Group will spend the next several weeks reviewing
the report and the individual experiments noted by the Committee as candidates
for compensation. In addition, many individual cases are now pending in the
courts. The bottom line is that if people are found to have been harmed by the
government they will be fairly compensated.

What about criticigm that the Committee was biased because its members
included radiation doctors and scientists who do not want to embarrass their
colleagues or ingtitutions that may have been inyplved in these experiments?

The members of this Committee were selected because they were the most
capable and recognized scientists, doctors, lawyers, and ethicists with
knowledge of this area. There is a broad consensus among the various
disciplines involved that these are the best people for the job. The Commuttee

Prepared by the Deparrment of Energy, Office of Environment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1995
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was responsible for finding the truth, not for trying to please every point of
View.

Q: How can anyone be sure that all the facts surrounding government sponsored
human radiation experiments have been found? What about classified records
that are not available?

A: Every document relating to 50 years of government work with radiation has not
been found. Our records as a whole are scattered, disorganized, and hard to
use. But by any objective standard, 1t is clear that the agencies and the
Committee have made an exhaustive effort to find relevant records. What has
been found is adequate to tell a credible, accurate story about what happened
and why. In terms of classified human radiation research, the Committee itself
states that relatively few such experiments took place. Committee members
were allowed access to classified sources of potential value for their study, and
what was found has largely been declassified and made public.

Q: Some are saying that this 1s a "wishv-washy" report that ducks the issues,
including who was hurt by these experiments. How does the government feel
about this?

A: Again, this Committee was set up to establish an ethical framework for dealing
with clear-cut instances where people were harmed. This they did, and did
well. The Commiitee did not have the time or the resources to review
individual medical case files thousands of people, nor couid the Commuttee be
expected to resolve the many deeply-felt emotions associated with the subject of
government radiation uses. Resolution of individual cases will continue, and
the government will do everything possible to expedite the process.

Q: Was this whole undertaking a success? A great deal of time and monev was

devoted to this project -- was it worth it?

A This has been a very successful project in & number of ways. First and
foremost, we are greatly relieved that the Committee found relatively little
evidence that a large number of people were physically harmed. You may
recall some earlier estimates that thousands of people were put in potential
danger from radjation experiments. Nowhere near this number were found by
the Committee to be at risk. While 1t cannot be ruled out that more people will

Prepsred by the Department of Energy, Office of Environment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1995 2
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be determined to have been harmed, the work of the Committee has greatly
reduced the number of persons we need to be concerned about.

Another major benefit from this project is increased government openness.
From the start, a major concern was that the government had done these
experiments in’secret and had hidden the facts from the American people. We
were sensitive to this and we marshalled all the resources of the national
government to find the facts and make themn available to the Committee and to
the public. This is part of our ongoing work to reestablish trust between the
government and its people.

Q:  Some scientists claim that this project has given research a bad name. What is
the government's view on this?

A:  This effort is good for science and especially good for medical research. This
research fights disease and saves lives, and we need to have evervone
comfortable that it is being done ethically and with the best interest of patients
in mind. This project demonstrates that this is the case today, and has largely
always been the case in this country.

Q:  What about the Committee's findings regarding current research -- does the
' govemment agree with them?

A: Let me say again that we are greatly relieved that the Committee's investigation
turned up little indication that people were, or are currently, at risk from clinical
use of radiation. When the Committee started its review of current biomedical
research, they notified the various institutions whose projects would be
investigated that if any situation was found where people were at inappropriate
risk the matter would be immediately identified. After talking with many, many
patients and reviewing over 100 research protocols, no such instance was found.
We agree with the Committee that there must be an ongoing, vigilant effort to
ensure that the circumstances surrounding human subject research are as safe
and as ethical as possible. We have been doing this and we will continue.

Q:- _What are the n' ext steps for the government regarding human radiation
experiments?

A:. We need a chance to go over the report with careful consideration. The
Interagency Working Group, which has done a fine job overseeing this matter

Prepared by the Dcparmment of Energy, Office of Environment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1995 3
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Prepared by the Department of Energy, Office of Eavironment, Safety & Health, October 2, 1995

for the last year and a half, will be directed to review the Committee's report
and develop a plan to address the issues it raises. We expect to receive this
plan within the next 30 to 60 days. At that time, we will notify the public
about the government's short and long term goals.

14

In general terms, what major isgues will the government address as a result of
the report? ; )

The report demonstrates that some people were wronged by the government, -
and we must take steps to address that wrong. We must also ensure that there
are protections in place to protect individuals when biomedical research and any
other 1ssues associated with personal health and safety intersect with national
security. We must also seek ways and means to expand appropriate openness to
past, present, and future government activities.

What will the government do regarding openness and to rwise improve trust -

between itself the public?

We built a good model for openness with this project. Basically we need to put
systems in place to let people go directly to sources of information to draw their
own conclusions about how well the government does its job. This is crucial
for accountability and for earning trust. All the new developments with
information technology such as the internet, television broadcasting, and
computers make it possible to present huge amounts of information quickly and
cheaply. One of the crucial lessons from this project is that when we put our
minds to it, the government can put lots of information into the hands of the
American people who are its rightful owners. We will be looking to all parts of
the Executive Branch to build on this experience to do a better job getting facts
out and to ensure that this information 1s safely kept for future generations who
will want to know what are doing today and why ..

@oog


























































































































































































































