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3. experiments in which interventions considered controversial at the time
were presented as conventional or standard practice and physical injury
resulted.

A streamlined administrative process, based on Federal Tort Claims Act
procedures or other applicable law, will be used to offer compensation in
settlement of relevant claims. Maximu effort will be made to avoid lengthy
litigation, including use of alternative dispute resolution, such as mediation or
arbitration, where appropriate. The amount of compensation will be based on
the extent of physical harm to the subject, the nature of the experiment, and
the degree of government involvement. As needed, agencies will seek expert
advice on scientific and medical issues. If compensation cannot be oftered
under existing law in any case under the stated criteria, the Administration
will work with Congress to seck legislative relief in appropriate cases.




ADMINISTRATION POSITION ON COMPENSATION
RELATED TO HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

The Administration’s actions regarding compensation and other
responses to individuals affected by the human radiation
experiments include the following:

1.

Taking immediate action to provide information to
subjects and their families;

Acting, when required to protect the health of
individuals, or their descendants, who were subjects of
a human radiation experiment, to notify a particular
subject, or his or her descendants, of any potential
health risk or the need for medical follow-up;

Examining various models for appropriate federal
responses, including those incorporated into other
federal programs such as those for downwinders,
Veterans exposed to radiation, and the Japanese interns
during World War II. The range of federal responses
under consideration include potential monetary
compensation, medical follow-up, disclosure of detailed
information, formal apologies or other recognition, and
on-going research, education and information programs;
and

Developing specific recommendations for legislative and
other action that may be appropriate once the Working
Group and Advisory Committee have at least completed
their first phase of work. This will be in six months,
when the Advisory Committee’s interim report is issued
to the Administration’s Human Radiation Interagency
Working Group.

Throughout all of this activity, the Administration will continue
active consultations with the Congress.
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