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FROM: PHIL cap:

SUBJECT: Your thoughts on the Human Radiation experiments investigation.

HAROLD ICKES
BRUCE LINDSEY
GEORGE STEPHANOPOLOUS
MARK GEARAN
DAVID DREYER
BILLY WEBSTER

When this story broke last Christmas, Christine Varney and I were the primary WH staff 
convening the interagency meetings, setting up the Advisory Committee and handling the 
politics. Over the past year I have continued to spend a significant amount of time each 
week on the care and feeding of the Committee, working with the agencies to ensure that 
they are responsive to the Committee and dealing with other issues as they arise.

This story continues to resonate with the national media. In my opinion, they stay interested 
for several reasons: the human and often tragic nature of the experiments, the uncovering of 
Cold War-era "secrets," and the "big brother" nature of the federal government’s role. The 
wire services and local and regional press also write frequently about the issue.

The Committee’s six-month report came out last month. The final report is due out in 
April, but it may slip until May. The Committee, which operates under FACA, meets at 
least once a month in D.C. There are a few issues which I continue to monitor -- 
compensation for victims, the vacancy on the Committee, some declassification problems - 
but everything seems to be moving along well.

In most of the stories, the President usually gets a paragraph or two of credit for initiating 
this investigation. It seems to me that this may be an issue to which the President could be, 
if you wish, more closely tied - compassion for those who have been harmed; leadership in 
righting the wrongs of the past, uncovering this "secret" story.

Attached are two recent front page articles you may have seen about the efforts of the 
Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, including yesterday’s Washington 
Post.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTO N

7. S.



I would welcome your thoughts and input.

Thank you.

I know that this effort is not topical news (the stories seem to run on the weekends), but I 
wanted to at least bring it to your attention. It has been successful so far and there may be 
additional opportunities. The long-range option is for the President to participate in the final 
release of the report in April or May. In the short-term the President could, for example, 
meet with some victims, or receive a briefing from the Committee.

If you think this may have value, I would be happy to come up with proposals. Or, in the 
alternative, if you think we should leave well enough alone and address the issue in the 
spring, then I’ll continue to do what I’m doing.
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Prisoner Irradiation Probed
Tests Were Among Riskiest of Cold War Era

^•9:
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’' the Advisory Conunittee on Human 
^Radiation Experiments, appointed by

i i

^Jnancial compensation, medical

*^The testicles are especially sensitive

Researchers who conducted the tests

^iosed to much as 640 rads, a poten- 
^Jially fatal amount if spread over the

^Oregon experiments ended in 1973. 
-’As details have emerged, a handful

On Monday, in an attempt to shed 
^further light on the prisoner studies.

!
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tional Aeronautics and Space Admin­
istration, the tests were designed to 
help determine how much radiation , 
U.S. astronauts could bear during 
spaceflights, according to federal of- j 
ficials familiar with them.

In all, testicles of more than 130 
prisoners in the two states were ir­
radiated. Participation was volun­
tary, and the prisoners received 
small stipends and other cash pay­
ments for undergoing the tests but, 
today, some of the former inmates 
say they were unaware of the long­
term risks. -

£pn interviews with surviving partici- 
Z pants, prison officials and medical re- 
Z searchers, as well as federal records.
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i
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— of surviving participants have come 
' forward with a list of medical prob-

lems, including prostate cancer, loss 
; of vision and vascular diseases, some 
: of which may have resulted from the

experiments.

I
I

By Gary Lee
Widiington Ptwt sag Writer

_ The experiments were part of a 
decade-long research project in the
4960s and 1970s, using prison in­
mates here and in Washington state. 
Funded by the Atomic Energy Com­
mission, forerunner of the Depart­
ment of Energy, and followed 'with 
interest by scientists from the Na-

Phillip King, 54, who took part in 
the tests in 1969 as a state prison in­
mate in Salem, Ore., complains of 
groin pains so severe he sometimes 
has trouble sitting down. Robert 
Garrison, 54, another former Ore­
gon inmate who recalls repeated ra­
diation exposures over several 
weeks in the late 1960s, said he has 
had persistent rashes and a painful 
Jump on his testicles. Bibeau reports 
lumps on his upper thigh and back. 
Another participant reported one of 
his testicles became attached to his 
scrotum as a result of one of the bi­
opsies.

The participants also express an­
ger about their use as guinea pigs 
and the lack of adequate medical 
follow-up. ?

“We can be blamed for being 
duped, but nobody ever sat us down 
and explained what the tests were ' 
all about and what the complications 
were,” Garrison said. “But worst of 
all is the deceit that we’ve been sub­
jected to afterwards. I can’t even get 
a doctor to diagnose my problems, 
let alone give me treatment for 
them. I shouldn’t have to scream to 
get some kind of results. I’m a hu­
man being too.”

"I took part in the tests and now 
I’m in a lot of pain,” said King, who 
works at odd jobs in Portland. “I 
don’t know what I’m owed, but I 
think I’m owed something.” >

Some of the prisoners have also 
experienced psychological problems, 
said Catherine Knox, director of 
health services for Oregon’s Depart­
ment of Correction. “Apparently, no 
one thought about the effect it would 
have on prisoners to have their testi­
cles irradiated,” she said. As a result, 
"some have had questions about 
their sexual orientation,” she added.

Most of the former prisoners in­
terviewed have worked to establish 
new lives and to steer clear of fur­
ther trouble with the law. Bibeau is 
married and has a 10-year-old son. 
Garrison, originally jailed for armed 
assault, is a grandfather who runs 
his home-maintenance business.

Z PORTLAND, Ore.—On Sept. 29, 
1965, Harold Bibeau walked out of 
his cell at Oregon State Prison and 
Onto center stage in one of the dark­
er dramas of American Cold War 
history. . ,» • I

Summoned to a prison laboratory, 
the 23-year-old inmate lay down in a 
coffin-like box and lowered his testi­
cles into water. Then, researchers 
deliberately exposed them to a dose 
of radiation stronger than 20 mod­
ern diagnostic X-rays would give.

’ihe White House, is scheduled to 
,'hold a field hearing in Spokane, 
“JVash. The 14-member committee, 
Appointed after Energy Secretary ’ 
^flazel R. O’Leary brought the issue 
-’of federal radiation tests on humans 
^to national attention last year, is 
Xtharged with determining whether

£Jests or other kinds of follow-up 
^should be given to participants. < ,

The expe^ments have drawn 

some attention in the past, in a law­
suit by 20 former prisoners in 1976 
and in a 1986 congressional study. 
But detailed information about the 
experiments was buried until recent­
ly in classified documents and confi­
dential papers. This report is based

See PRISONERS, A42, Coll

>Jfrhole body.
Bibeau’s dose was I8V2 rads; an 

""average modem X-ray ranges be- 
?3ween 0.1 and 1 rad.

The Washington state experi- 
i5hents were halted ffi 1970, and the

Using an X-ray device, research­
ers beamed varying doses of radia-

Of the hundreds of federally spon­
sored Cold War research projects in­
volving deliberate human exposure 
j^o radiation, including a series in­
volving retarded children in Boston 
vnd another using aborted fetuses in 
ZXhicago, the prisoner studies stand 
“Jiut as some of the most shocking, 
^g’he testicles are especially sensitive 
^*to radiation damage because they 
^contain rapidly dividing cells that 
produce sperm.

Damage to chromosomes in the 
Velis of a man’s testicles can cause 
^infertility, raise the risk of testicular 
wLcancer and increase the chances his 
iShildren will have birth defects.

Usinff an X-rav device, research-

Z-tion on the prisoners’ testicles. They 
Z5ater took biopsies to determine the 
Effect of the irradiation. An article 
“published in a scientific journal by

* said some of the prisoners were ex- 
- - - -
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said in his testimony, “so I said tu-

i

legislature passed a statute to pn>-He recollects the $5-a-month stipend

1

there," he said, “like I had been laying participants have received checkups, 
out in the sun for too long.” .J Knox said, but the program has

Bibeau recalls Heller warned him 
the experiments could result in “a 
burning feeling” for a couple of days 
and told him it was possible there 
might be “chromosomal complica-

i

i

i

I
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They gave various reasons for 
volunteering for the experiments. 
For Hill, it was a chance to earn ex­
tra cash.

Besides the $5-a-month stipend, 
participants received extra cash for 
biopsies and for undergoing a vasec­
tomy, recommended by researchers 
to prevent them from having chil­
dren because of the risk of birth de­
fects from their radiation exposure.

For Bibeau, a former soldier, it 
was a chance to perform a patriotic 
duty. “I was just told that it was a 
way to serve my country even 
though I was in prison,” he said. 
“And I bought it.”

The experiments involving prison­
ers in radiation tests—and other re­
search using mental patients, mem­
bers of racial minorities, pregnant 
women and other vulnerable sub­
groups of the American popula­
tion—have raised questions about 
the ethical standards used by re­
searchers at the time.

“A reasonable person looking at 
the experiments now would con­
clude that they were ethically 
wrong,” said John Fletcher, a profes­
sor of biomedical ethics at the the 
University of Virginia Medical 
School. “At that time, however, the 
ethos among researchers was differ-

Bibeau and other participants failed to receive funding.
’ / - . ’ .“Time is running out for partici-

I

i
i
I

ma, recaus me experiments moerau. still imprisoned at both participating
He remembers Heller for his persua- ■ i £“u5*PaunK
sive manner and wing-tipped shoes. : the Oregon

- -- B H - • 1 legislature passed a statute to pro-
he received was spent on cigarettes, 1 v“eI follow-up tests to all survivors 

of Heller’s experiments. .. .

i

I

i

ent,” Fletcher said. “It was national­
istic, and well-funded, and there 
wasn’t much scrutiny.”

“In order to justify using prison­
ers, the researchers would have had 
to make a determination that they 
are somehow less than human or 
less important than the general pop­
ulation,” said Dianne Bartels, acting 
director of the Center for Biomedi­
cal Ethics at the University of Min­
nesota. Fletcher pointed out that un­
til the mid-1960s, few rules 

restricted medical researchers from 
designing experiments. And it was 
considered acceptable to subject 
prisoners, mental patients or mem­
bers of minority groups to risks that 
were not imposed on on the general 
population.

Since 1966, all National Institutes 
of Health-sponsored research pro­
jects must be approved in advance 
by an independent review board. 
Rules passed in 1978 bar use of pris­
oners in any medical experiments

the suit
i About half the 131 participants 
i have died, Knox said. A handful are

He also testified he mentioned 
“possibility of tumors of the testes. I (

i

mor. I'may on occasion have said 
cancer.” A total of about $6,000 was 
distributed to prisoners in settling 

I**

I .

were asked to provide urine and se- '— ______*______
men samples to the researchers. Af- pants to receive medical attention,” 
ter the radiation exposure, the sub- Ruttenber said. “For some it may al- 
jects were also subjected to regular ready be too late.” 
biopsies.

that do not benefit them. Because 
prisoners are a captive population,
they are not regarded as being in a 
position to give informed consent,
Fletcher noted. Fletcher, who feels 
the experiments were wrong even at 
the time, said, “In today’s world,
they would not be possible.” Convict­
ed of killing a man who tried to mo­
lest him in 1963, Bibeau was sen- J
tenced to 12 years in an Oregon .
state prison. In 1964, a fellow pris­
oner encouraged him to join the radi­
ation program. ’

Carl G. Heller, a medical re­
searcher at the Pacific Northwest
Research Foundation in Seattle, who 
was one of the developers of the 
birth control pill, began the radiation
program in Oregon in the early
1960s. The brother of Walter W.
Heller, top economic adviser to
President John F. Kennedy, Heller '
was well-known in the U.S. medical
community. He died in 1982. C. Al­
vin Paulsen, a researcher,at the Uni­
versity of Washington, oversaw par­
allel experiments in Washington. ( ;---------------------------
Paulsen and Mavis Rowley, a former didn't want to frighten them,” Heller
assistant to Heller, declined to be in- ■ 
terviewed for this article, or to ap­
pear at the federal hearings in Spo­
kane Monday. . ..

More than three decades after his
participation, Bibeau, 52, now a de­
signer and draftsman living in Port­
land, recalls the experiments in detail

razors and candy. Above all, Bibeau
recounts in detail the burning sensa- professor at the University ofCd^

I

tions.” Bibeau had a vasectomy on ' 
Heller’s recommendation. When he 
eventually married and wanted chil- ' 
dren, his wife underwent artificial in­
semination. “To this day I have no 
idea what chromosomal complica­
tions are,” Bibeau said. “How can 
you have informed consent if you 
don't know what’s happening to 
you?” j .

In a 1976 deposition for a lawsuit 
brought by some Oregon inmates 
who took part in the experiments, 
Heller testified he “discussed the 
possibility of radiation burn to the 
skin of the scrotum, and ... dis­
cussed the probability of chromo­
somal alterations and therefore, the 
Wsectomy.” <' .-v»i ,.i e--

James Ruttenber, an assistant

tion he felt in his groin after receiving rado Medical School, designed a pro- 
the radiation. “It was warm down tocol for the follow-up work. Ten
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Serious Talk

On Human Beings

some individual experiments, in-

Continued on Page Alb. Column 1

expected hazards of military life and chief medical officer of the a’e.C. 
frainino — nnr unlike cnl. —xu x— ------- ,

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Reguia-

of the risks or seeking their consent
At the time, the documents sug­

gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the

“Did we find new horror stories? 
Well, we know now that much more 
experimental work was done than 
anyone guessed.”

While the radiation doses received 
by subjects in most cases were not 
large, at the time the hazards of low 
levels of radiation were not known, 
and consent was not usually sought

troops to varying amounts of radia- t •
non. usually without informing them June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the 
military and private researchers to 
conduct radiation experiments on 
humans. Dr. Shields Warren, the

diers to live fire in training exercises 
— and was not considered, to be 
human experimentation.

The committee also found that, 
contrary to the belief that there was 
little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 
War II — did not become operating 
guidelines, apparently because they 
were declared top secret.

One of the most important bits bf 
history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee. Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 
consideration in even the earliest 
documents of cold war experiments.

An Atomic Energy Commission 
memorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. “It is 
desired that no document be re-, 
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. “Docu­
ments covering such work in this 
field should be classified ‘secret* “ 
The memorandum was also classi­
fied secret

a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600.
Most experiments involved exposing eluding the injection'of radioactive 

~~ .’. - ~ -t—* material into humans, continued in

story of the past an unsuspected r.Z_ " ’ ,
past, to heip_ inform the future on pens, to consider future human and

animal experimentation.
Two years earlier, 18 patients — 

the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with

On the Ethics of Radiation Tests
 i

Dr. Faden said that from the level 
of Secretary of Defense on down
through the secretaries of the Army,
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military's need Ra-
for information about how danger- oeeKU1S iests

ous radiation was to troops, how
soldiers might react to it and what 
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,    
and how often were human experi- tory Commission, established a divi- 
ments necessary. Sion of biology and medicine and the

“We are now piecing together the Advisory Committee on Biology and 
“ . •" Medicine, made up of outside ex-

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness 
of the decision making. “Frankly, we 
did not believe before we started this 
that there was much debate and 
planning done in connection with 
these experiments,” she said. “But 
there was, and it was at a high level 
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment.

“That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions 
— whether it was high-minded moral 
reasons, or legal reasons or public 
relations reasons — but in any case 
there was an awareness at high lev­
els that one could not proceed in the 
area of radiation and human experi­
ments just casually. They took it 
seriously.”

these questions,” she said.
Among the papers unearthed by 

the committee are documents that
show experiments were debated, 
planned and carried out in a layer of plutonium to help track its course in 
atomic medical bureaucracy by half the body. The committee has found 

that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved.

By PHILIP J. HILTS
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The <number of experiments was
some 10 times larger than known
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident's Committee on Human Radia­
tion Expenments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government's be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of
the dawn of the atomic age.

in particular, the advisory com­
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military's
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy
emerged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were

discouraged or disapproved, while About Need fOF Data 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental
purposes. Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry
into the experiments. .

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation
experiments discussed by Repre-
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stones. They
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research pro­
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:
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Using ‘Volunteers’ 
In the Military

I
i 
i
i

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily at universities, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or at 
least whose lives would, not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments.

By 1951, it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment that it would be necessary to 
answer in detail many questions 
about the effects of radiation on hu­
mans, and that soldiers would have 
to be used at the guinea pigs.

In September 1951 the Joint Panel 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were numerous 
reasons to conduct human experi­
ments in atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents show that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried out

‘volunteer’ did not imply that in- ■ 
formed consent was obtained. In es- | 
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
told what the risks would be. 

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A 
report on one such test, called Oper­
ation Plum Bob, begins, "The objec­
tive of this project was to measure 
the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et.” Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure.

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. "Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
"The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects."

an increasingly dim view of human 
experimentation.”

The debate continued on one track, 
but so did the expenments on an­
other, in the absence of firm policy to 
the contrary.

In 1949 a group called the Joint 
Panel on the Medical Aspects of 
Atomic Warfare was created to 
oversee the atomic-related research 
in the Defense Department. In the 
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it 
was noted that if ethical rules were 
adopted, “then obviously a great 
deal of our present human tracer 
studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute 
amounts of radioactive chemical to 
track the biochemical pathways of 
the chemical’s metabolism in the 
body. |

The minutes also noted that there 
were “ethical and medico-legal ob­
jections to the administration of ra­
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it 
said there would be a greater culpa­
bility of the Government “if a Fed­
eral agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to 
initiate expenments using atomic 
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C., 
chiefly Dr. Warren, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the 
supply of radioactive materials. Dr. 
Warren was apparently able to block 
some of the worst experiments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiaUon 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast Each of these experi­

ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
"Subjecting 12 human volunteers’ 
and 700 rabbits to the initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function of the human eyes and to 
determine the burn injury processes 
in the dark-adapted rabbit eye,” mil­
itary records show.

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in-

tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of 
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo- ' 
menu But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any ’

About 42 officers were included in 
-a “selected volunteer program” in

i
I 
I 
I 
I

which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the ' 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con­
sistent set of rules to govern them, 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of 
Defense, prepared a memorandum 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only "feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem- ’ 
berg Code which, if actually applied, ' 
would be stricter than current prac- ' 

hap m ic & . * 

people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory 
committee said this created the zen- 
like question, “What is the effect of 
adopting ethical guidelines which 
are then kept top secret?”
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MEMORANDUM FOR

FROM: PHIL CAPL

Your thoughts on the Human Radiation experiments investigation.SUBJECT:

The Committee’s six-month report came out last month. The final report is due out in 
April, but it may slip until May. The Committee, which operates under FACA, meets at 
least once a month in D.C. There are a few issues which I continue to monitor - 
compensation for victims, the vacancy on the Committee, some declassification problems - 
but everything seems to be moving along well.

In most of the stories, the President usually gets a paragraph or two of credit for initiating 
this investigation. It seems to me that this may be an issue to which the President could be, 
if you wish, more closely tied -- compassion for those who have been harmed; leadership in 
righting the wrongs of the past, uncovering this "secret" story.

When this story broke last Christmas, Christine Varney and I were the primary WH staff 
convening the interagency meetings, setting up the Advisory Committee and handling the 
politics. Over the past year I have continued to spend a significant amount of time each 
week on the care and feeding of the Committee, working with the agencies to ensure that 
they are responsive to the Committee and dealing with other issues as they arise.

This story continues to resonate with the national media. In my opinion, they stay interested 
for several reasons: the human and often tragic nature of the experiments, the uncovering of 
Cold War-era "secrets," and the "big brother" nature of the federal government’s role. The 
wire services and local and regional press also write frequently about the issue.

HAROLD ICKES
BRUCE LINDSEY
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
MARK G E AR A N

DAVID DREYER
BILLY WEBSTER

Attached are two recent front page articles you may have seen about the efforts of the 
Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, including yesterday’s Washington 
Post.



I would welcome your thoughts and input.

Thank you.

If you think this may have value, I would be happy to come up with proposals. Or, in the 
alternative, if you think we should leave well enough alone and address the issue in the 
spring, then I’ll continue to do what I’m doing.

I know that this effort is not topical news (the stories seem to run on the weekends), but I 
wanted to at least bring it to your attention. It has been successful so far and there may be 
additional opportunities. The long-range option is for the President to participate in the final 
release of the report in April or May. In the short-term the President could, for example, 
meet with some victims, or receive a briefing from the Committee.
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Prisoner Irradiation Probed

y the Advisory Committee on Human 
'"Radiation Experiments, appointed by
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‘ cancer and increase the chances his
Children will have birth defects.

Using an X-ray device, research­
think I’m owed something.”

'-\posed to much as 640 rads, a poten- 
'idSally fatal amount if spread over the 

hrvlv

On Monday, in an attempt to shed 
^further light on the prisoner studies,

Damage to chromosomes in the 

^mfertiiity, raise the risk of testicular

£on interviews with surviving partici- 
Z pants, prison officials and medical re- 
Z searchers, as well as federal records.
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tional Aeronautics and Space Admin- ’ 
istration, the tests were designed to 
help determine how much radiation 
U.S. astronauts could bear during 
spaceflights, according to federal of­
ficials familiar with them.

In all, testicles of more than 130 
prisoners in the two states were ir­
radiated. Participation was volun­
tary, and the prisoners received 
small stipends and other cash pay­
ments for undergoing the tests but, 
today, some of the former inmates 
say they were unaware of the long­
term risks. .

The expe^ments have drawn 
some attention in the past, in a law­
suit by 20 former prisoners in 1976 
and in a 1986 congressional study. 
But detailed information about the 
experiments was buried until recent­
ly in classified documents and confi­
dential papers. This report is based

See PRISONERS, A42, Coll

* ’Oregon experiments ended in 1973. 
^•As details have emerged, a handful

of surviving participants have come
* forward with a list of medical prob- 
’. lems, including prostate cancer, loss 
; of vision and vascular diseases, some 
; of which may have resulted from the

experiments.

:;>holebody. ;
>* Bibeau s dose was 18Vz rads; an 
^ average modem X-ray ranges be- 
I^ween 0.1 and 1 rad. \

The Washington state experi- 
Xfoents were halted in 1970, and the

By Gary Lee
WirtimgtoD Pt»t Stag Writer___________

- PORTLAND, Ore.—On Sept. 29, 
1965, Harold Bibeau walked out of 
his cell at Oregon State Prison and 
onto center stage in one of the dark­
er dramas of American Cold War 

history.
Summoned to a prison laboratory, 

the 23-year-old inmate lay down in a 
coffin-like box and lowered his testi­
cles into water. Then, researchers 
deliberately exposed them to a dose 
of radiation stronger than 20 mod­
em diagnostic X-rays would give. 
. The experiments were part of a 
decade-long research project in the 
4960s and 1970s, using prison in­
mates here and in Washington state. 
Funded by the Atomic Energy Com­
mission, forerunner of the Depart­
ment of Energy, and followed with 
interest by scientists from the Na-

>"^rs beamed varying doses of radia- 
i^tion on the prisoners’ testicles. They 
*3ater took biopsies to determine the 
‘Effect of the irradiation. An article 
published in a scientific journal by 
•^researchers who conducted the tests 
Z «aid some of the prisoners were ex­

Phillip King, 54, who took part in 
the tests in 1969 as a state prison in­
mate in Salem, Ore., complains of 
groin pains so severe he sometimes 
has trouble sitting down. Robert 
Garrison, 54, another former Ore­
gon inmate who recalls repeated ra­
diation exposures over several 
weeks in the late 1960s, said he has 
had persistent rashes and a painful 
lump on his testicles. Bibeau reports 
lumps on his upper thigh and back. 
Another participant reported one of 
his testicles became attached to his 
scrotum as a result of one of the bi­
opsies.

The participants also express an­
ger about their use as guinea pigs 
and the lack of adequate medical 
follow-up. ,

“We can be blamed for being 
duped, but nobody ever sat us down 
and explained what the tests were 
all about and what the complications 
were,” Garrison said. “But worst of 
all is the deceit that we’ve been sub­
jected to afterwards. I can’t even get 
a doctor to diagnose my problems, 
let alone give me treatment for 
them. I shouldn’t have to scream to 
get some kind of results. I’m a hu­
man being too.”

“I took part in the tests and now 
I’m in a lot of pain,” said King, who 
works at odd jobs in Portland. “I 
don’t know what I’m owed, but I 
think I’m owed something.”

Some of the prisoners have also 
experienced psychological problems, 
said Catherine Knox, director of 
health services for Oregon’s Depart­
ment of Correction. “Apparently, no 
one thought about the effect it would 
have on prisoners to have their testi­
cles irradiated,” she said. As a result, 
“some have had questions about 
their sexual orientation,” she added.

Most of the former prisoners in­
terviewed have worked to establish 
new lives and to steer clear of fur­
ther trouble with the law. Bibeau is 
married and has a 10-year-old son. 
Garrison, originally jailed for armed 
assault, is a grandfather who runs 
his home-maintenance business.

1 jiic nuvibuiy wiiuiuuu^ vn **uiiicui 
'^Radiation Experiments, appointed by 
the White House, is scheduled to 

ohold a field hearing in Spokane, 
^Wash. The 14-member committee, 
Appointed after Energy Secretary 
Z-Hazel R. O’Leary brought the issue 
* of federal radiation tests on humans 
2to national attention last year, is 
“Charged with determining whether 
financial compensation, medical 
^Jests or other kinds of follow-up 
^should be given to participants. < \ 
SS Of the hundreds of federally spon­
sored Cold War research projects in­
volving deliberate human exposure 
“jd radiation, including a series in­
volving retarded children in Boston 
Muid another using aborted fetuses in 
^Chicago, the prisoner studies stand 
1— - * ** - —"—*■ —1“ 

‘§he testicles are especially sensitive 
Vo radiation damage because they 
’“contain rapidly dividing cells that 
“produce sperm.

Damage to chromosomes in the 
Vehs of a man’s testicles can cause

Tests We Among Riskiest of Cold War Era
■ i (

radiation, including

Z5nd another using aborted fetuses in
w4/iucago» uie pnsunci stuuica OUUIU 
“^ut as some of the most shocking. 

“I. L12/— . ----- ’"“"J
Vo radiation damage because they
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he received was spent on cigarettes, foWow-up tests to all survivors

were asked to provide urine and se-

biopsies.

I
i
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They gave various reasons for 
volunteering for the experiments. 
For Hill, it was a chance to earn ex­
tra cash.

Besides the $5-a-month stipend, 
participants received extra cash for 
biopsies and for undergoing a vasec­
tomy, recommended by researchers 
to prevent them from having chil­
dren because of the risk of birth de­
fects from their radiation exposure.

For Bibeau, a former soldier, it 
was a chance to perform a patriotic 
duty. “I was just told that it was a 
way to serve my country even 
though I was in prison,” he said. 
“And I bought it.”

The experiments involving prison­
ers in radiation tests—and other re­
search using mental patients, mem­
bers of racial minorities, pregnant 
women and other vulnerable sub­
groups of the American popula­
tion—-have raised questions about 
the ethical standards used by re­
searchers at the time.

“A reasonable person looking at 
the experiments now would con­
clude that they were ethically 
wrong,” said John Fletcher, a profes­
sor of biomedical ethics at the the 
University of Virginia Medical 
School. “At that time, however, the 
ethos among researchers was differ-

Sunday, November 20,1994

I
I

of Heller’s experiments.
James Ruttenber, an assistant

I

I

ent,” Fletcher said. “It was national­
istic, and well-funded, and there 
wasn’t much scrutiny.”

“In order to justify using prison­
ers, the researchers would have had 
to make a determination that they 
are somehow less than human or 
less important than the general pop­
ulation,” said Dianne Bartels, acting 
director of the Center for Biomedi­
cal Ethics at the University of Min­
nesota. Fletcher pointed out that un­
til the mid-1960s, few rules 

restricted medical researchers from 
designing experiments. And it was 
considered acceptable to subject 
prisoners, mental patients or mem­
bers of minority groups to risks that 
were not imposed on on the general 
population.

Since 1966, all National Institutes 
of Health-sponsored research pro­
jects must be approved in advance 
by an independent review board. 
Rules passed in 1978 bar use of pris­
oners in any medical experiments

I
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razors and candy. Above all, Bibeau  „
recounts in detaU the burning sensa- professor at tite University of Coto^

------------— &uii^ io iLuuiui^ uui paruci- 
men samples to the researchers. Af- pants to receive medical attention,” 
ter the radiation exposure, the sub- Ruttenber said. Tor some it may al- 
jects were also subjected to regular ready be too late.”

that do not benefit them. Because 
prisoners are a captive population, 
they are not regarded as being in a 
position to give informed consent, 
Fletcher noted. Fletcher, who feels 
the experiments were wrong even at 
the time, said, "In today’s world, 
they would not be possible.” Convict­
ed of killing a man who tried to mo­
lest him in 1963, Bibeau was sen­
tenced to 12 years in an Oregon 
state prison. In 1964, a fellow pris­
oner encouraged him to join the radi­
ation program.

Carl G. Heller, a medical re­
searcher at the Pacific Northwest 
Research Foundation in Seattle, who 
was one of the developers of the 
birth control pill, began the radiation 
program in Oregon in the early 
1960s. The brother of Walter W. 
Heller, top economic adviser to 
President John F. Kennedy, Heller 
was well-known in the U.S. medical 
community. He died in 1982. C. Al­
vin Paulsen, a researcher, at the Uni­
versity of Washington, oversaw par­
allel experiments in Washington.

out in the sun for too long.” Knox said, but the program has
Bibeau and other participants failed to receive funding.

"Time is running out for partici-
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About half the 131 participants 
have died, Knox said. A handful are 
still imprisoned at both participating 
institutions. In 1987, the Oregon 

He recollects the »5-..month stipend “ P-

pear at the federal hearings in Spo­
kane Monday. .

More than three decades after his 
participation, Bibeau, 52, now a de­
signer and draftsman living in Port- , 
land, recalls the experiments in detail. 
He remembers Heller for his persua­
sive manner and wing-tipped shoes.

Bibeau recalls Heller warned him 
the experiments could result in “a 
burning feeling" for a couple of days 
and told him it was possible there 
might be “chromosomal complica­
tions.” Bibeau had a vasectomy on 
Heller’s recommendation. When he 
eventually married and wanted chil- ‘ 
dren, his wife underwent artificial in­
semination. "To this day I have no 
idea what chromosomal complica­
tions are,” Bibeau said. “How can 
you have informed consent if you 
don’t know what's happening to 
you?” < .

In a 1976 deposition for a lawsuit 
brought by some Oregon inmates 
who took part in the experiments, 
Heller testified he “discussed the 
possibility of radiation burn to the 
skin of the scrotum, and 
cussed the probability of chromo­
somal alterations and therefore, the 
Vasectomy.” >. r . 

He also testified he mentioned 
a.iv. ...  “possibility of tumors of the testes. I
Paulsen and Mavis Rowley, a former didn't want to frighten them,” Heller 
assistant to Heller, declined to be in- said in his testimony, “so I said tu-
terviewed for this article, or to ap- mor. I' may on occasion have said

cancer.” A total of about $6,000 was 
distributed to prisoners in settling 
the suit.

f

tion he felt in his groin after receiving rado Medical School, designed a pro- 
the radiation. “It was warm down tocol for the follow-up work. Ten 
there,” he said, “like I had been laying participants have received checkups, 
/Ntif in t-kxx din /nr fnrx Innrr w TZ___________ • J •

Hearing to Probe Radiation Tests on Prisoner



Panel Finds Wide Debate in 40’s I THE NEW YORK TIMES,,

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1994

On Human Beings
In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which

ex-

Continued on Page A16. Column 1

!

for information about how danger­
ous radiation was to troops, how 
soldiers might react to it and what
precautions were needed. The ques-  ____
tion was how to get that information, iater became the Nuclear Regula-

tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the

"Did we find new horror stories? 
Well, we know now that much more 
experimental work was done than 
anyone guessed.”

While the radiation doses received 
by subjects in most cases were not 
large, at the time the hazards of low 
levels of radiation were not known, 
and consent was not usually sought

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness 
of the decision making. "Frankly, we 
did not believe before we started this 
that there was much debate and 
planning done in connection with 
these experiments,” she said. "But 
there was, and it was at a high level 
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment

"That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions 
— whether it was high-minded moral 
reasons, or legal reasons or public 
relations reasons — but in any case 
there was an awareness at high lev­
els that one could not proceed in the 
area of radiation and human experi­
ments just casually. They took it 
seriously.”

Dr. Faden said that from the level
of Secretary of Defense on down
through the secretaries of the Army,
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military's need Seeking Tests 
fnr infnrmntinn Ahnut hnw riflnppr- °

diers to live fire in training exercises 
— and was not considered, to be 
human experimentation.

The committee also found that, 
contrary to the belief that there was 
little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 
War II — did not become operating 
guidelines, apparently because they 
werededared top secret.

One of the most important bits bf 
history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee, Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 
consideration in even the earliest 
documents of cold war experiments.

An Atomic Energy Commission 
memorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
recommends that human expen­
mentation not be made public. "It is 
desired that no document be re­
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. "Docu­
ments covering such work in this 
field should be classified ‘secret* ” 
The memorandum was also classi­
fied secret

By PHILIP J. HILTS 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct 11 — In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of 
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels 
of the United States Government.
The .number of experiments was
some 10 times larger than known
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident’s Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government's be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory com­
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military's
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy 
emerged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental
purposes. Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency's files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. .

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research pro­
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:

these questions,” she said.
Among the papers unearthed by

the committee are documents that 
show experiments were debated, 
planned and carried out in a layer of plutonium to help track its courw'in 
atomic medical bureaucracy by half the body. The committee has found 

that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved, 
some individual experiments, in-

of the risks or seeking their consent
At the time, the documents sug­

gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the 
expected hazards of military life and chief medical officer of the ’a.E.C~ 
training — not unlike subjecting sol- said in July 1949 that he was “taking

Serious Talk
About Need for Data

a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600. _  
Most experiments involved exposing eluding the injection 'of radioactive 
troops to varying amounts of radia- material into humans, continued in 
tion, usually without informing them June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the 
military and private researchers to 
conduct radiation experiments on 
humans. Dr. Shields Warren, the

and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.  

“We are now piecing together the Advisory Committee on Biology and 
story of the past, an unsuspected Medicine, made up of outside c=
past, to help inform the^ future on pens, to consider future human and

animal experimentation.
Two years earlier, 18 patients — 

the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with

On the Ethics of Radiation Tests
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tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to

formed consent was obtained. In es­
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
told what the risks would be.

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A

Using ‘Volunteers’
In the Military

an increasingly dim view of human 
experimentation.”

The debate continued on one track, 
but so did the experiments on an­
other, in the absence of firm policy to 
the contrary.

In 1949 a group called the Joint 
Panel on the Medical Aspects of 
Atomic Warfare was created to 
oversee the atomic-related research 
in the Defense Department. In the 
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it 
was noted that if ethical rules were 
adopted, "then obviously a great 
deal of our present human tracer 
studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute 
amounts of radioactive chemical to 
track the biochemical pathways of 
the chemical’s metabolism in the 
body.

The minutes also noted that there 
were "ethical and medico-legal ob­
jections to the administration of ra­
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it 
said there would be a greater culpa­
bility of the Government “if a Fed­
eral agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to 
initiate experiments using atomic 
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C., 
chiefly Dr. Warren, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the

I

7

ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory 
committee said this created the zen- 
like question, “What is the effect of 
adopting ethical guidelines which 
are then kept top secret?"

ation Plum Bob, begins, "The objec­
tive of this project was to measure 
the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et." Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure.

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. "Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
“The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects."

I
I 

i

terminate experiments at any mo- 
mnnf Rut fhoco nnMalinae

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast Each of these experi­

ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
“Subjecting 12 human volunteers 
and 700 rabbits to the initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 1 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function of the human eyes and to 
determine the bum injury processes 
in the dark-adapted rabbit eye,’’’ mil- 
itary records show.

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in-

|

I

About 42 officers were included in 
a "selected volunteer program" in 
which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con­
sistent set of rules to govern them, 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of 
Defense, prepared a memorandum 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only “feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential."

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac- 

Warren was apparently able to block 
some of the worst experiments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily at universities, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or at 
least whose lives would not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments.

By 1951, it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment that it would be necessary to 
answer in detail many questions 
about the effects of radiation on hu­
mans, and that soldiers would have 
to be used at the guinea pigs.

In September 1951 the Joint Panel 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were numerous 
reasons to conduct human experi­
ments in atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents show that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried out
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Critics say panel ‘botched’ study
By MICHAEL SZNAJPERMAN
Tribune Stall Writer .

WASHINGTON — For years, Eugene
Wojtas of Land 0* Lakes has suffered
“wild" headaches so painful he must shutter
himself in a dark room, his forehead
draped with hot or cold compresses, while
he waits for relief. .

He likens the pain to the searing strobe
llg&ts of a jumbo jet. blasting through his
brain in shades of blue, lavender and yel­
low, making him sick to his stomach.

“The doctors tell you IPs not supposed to
L_^__ _______ ‘ ......................

the henjio they know IPs not supposed to .;
l

But while the panel agreed 
many of those who underwent I 
radium treatments have a great-1 
er risk of developing brain, bead ■ 
L. '
against recommending notifies- ; 
tlon or any medical follow-up.

That conclusion already is 
drawing fire from some radia­
tion experts and physicians, who 
say the panel underestimated the 
risk and misstated the potential 
benefit of screening people who 
went through the procedure. 

‘•They really botched this 
thing.- said Stewart Farber, a 
Rhode island-based public health 
specialist who has long urged 
further study of those who were 

•' given radium treatments. . 
.“The decision not to study 

this Is extraordinary. IPs just 
amazing.- said Alan Ducatman, a 
physician at the West Virginia 
School of Medicine who also has 
been following the issue.

Wojtas was doubly disappoint­
ed to team that the Department 
of Veterans Affairs is retreating 
from Its initial plan to conduct its . 
own examination Into the proce- ! 
dure. Last month, the VA report- | 
ed that It could not find enough ; 
old medical records to conduct a :

neither an accepted nor recorn-;. 
mended screening procedure™ ’ 
for Head and neck cancers. That 
statement Is disputed by a num­
ber of radiation oncologists and 
brain tumor experts, although 
they acknowledge that screening 
can be very expensive. 

Ducatman said the advisory . 
panel has not addressed the issue ’ 
of nasal radium treatments com- ’ • 
pletety. He said the uncertainties ’ 
about the long-term risks, and • 
the sheer number of people who 
may have received treatments, 
demand further study.

According to a new ’estimate ’ 
by the US. Centers for 
Control and Prevention. 500.000 
People, and maybe significantly 
more, were given radium treat- 
ments. CDC officials also are ex­
amining the issue, and whether 
to Issue notification to doctors, 

-i Gfotsteln. a radiation on-

I
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those who went through radium 
treatments should be monitored. 
But to do a comprehensive study 
to many years after the proce­
dure would be difficult and pro­
hibitively expensive.

Ruth Faden. the Johns Hop- * 
kins University bioethicist who 
headed up the president's panel, 
said .the recommendation was 
based on current evidence: that 
decades after the radium treat­
ments were discontinued, the 
cancer risk to most of the people 
who went through the procedure 
Is relatively low.

She said there also is a gener­
al consensus that even If there 
were a way to effectively and 
economically screen those who 
went through the procedure, it 
likely would offer little benefit to 
the patients. But should that con­
sensus change, there might be 
grounds to notify people.

“Our view is we‘re not there 1 
yet,™ Faden said.. “But reason- , 
able people can disagree;-

That's what a growing num-i 
ber of professionals already are .- 
doing with the panel's recom­
mendation. For example: - I
■ The panel examined only1 

the potential cancer risk con­
nected with the nasal radium

treatments. Some experts say the 
treatments could pose an even 
greater noncancer risk to oraana 
SUCh as the thvrnM anX _such as the thyroid and pituitary 
gland. .
_ ■ The panel said’there'la ’

■ From Page 1.

trtls. He went through the 8 ft* 
minute routine twice.

At the time, the procedure 
was considered a cutting-edge 
way to treat pilots and submari­
ners with Inner ear problems. j

But 50 years later, a debate is . 
raging about what to do. If any- * 
thing, for the hundreds of thou-, 
sands — and perhaps millions — ‘ 
of people who went through the 
procedure In the military and 
elsewhere during the 1940s, .*S0e 
and early '80s.

Wojtas was one of more than 
1,300 adults and children who. 
were given radium treatments at 
the old Drew Field In Tampa. He 
had hoped - for direction last 
week when after-two years of 
study a special presidential panel 
examining Jhe.goyeninjcnfs role 
to human radlatlotiTexpertments 
releasedJte-flnaM-cpprt. Nasal 
redlunii tfeaOncnt was one of the'" 

fev therapeutic uses of radiation 
the panel Inclncled among the . 
4,000 Cold War-era experiments ' 
It reVUwed. 7“ _ —

The headaches are just one of his many 
medical problems Wojtas cannot explain: 
He's bad two heart attacks, a stroke and 
prostate cancer and suffers from degenera­
tive arthritis. But as he ponders his health, 
ba always returns to a peculiar treatment 
he received at the end of World War n 
while serving as a pilot at an Army Air 
Forces base to Tampa.

It was called nasopharyngeal irradia­
tion, knd It was not pleasant Laid out flat 
on his back. Wojtas had to stay perfectly

•-HB UQ™™ Whi,e dOCt0rS tW°t rOd1'

- said the 72-year-old retiree. “How tipped* with radium capsules. Into his nos-

See RADIATION, Page 7happen?" •
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Eugene Wojiee cannot help wondering whether his health 

■ problems are linked to radiation treatments he received as 
an Army Air Forces pilot during World War IT.

. <**v
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continued

Henry Royal, a radiologist * 
and member of the panel, said 
Mople who have a medical prob­
lem of any Wad should see a doc* 
tor. But the key question facing
Um panel was what to do about 
people who have no symptoms. : .

"One way government loses j 
trust is by promising things It 
cannot da.” Royal said. He Mid It. t 
would have been wrong, based 
on existing evidence, to tell well 

.people there was a great risk and 
to seek medical assistance.
- That explanation doesn’t ap­
pease Cherie Anderson, 51, who 
directs the group. Survivors of-. 
Medical Radlatibn Experiments. 
She was 6 when she received I 
four radium treatments at Travis 
Air Base in California. Since 
then, she has lost most of her J 
teeth and been treated for breast . 
and thyroid tumors, as well as 
other serious medical problems. 

Children suffering, from 
chronic ear infections were by , 
tar the largest group who^re- 
celved radium treatments, both 
at military facilities and in pn- . 
vale doctors’ offices. The proce- ; 
dura eventually was abandoned 
in favor of antibiotics, and be­
cause of concerns about radla-

lion.
A study published in 1983 by 

the National Cancer Institute 
showed a slight Increase In head | 

" and neck cancer among a group -, 
of schoolchildren who went q 
through radium treatments from j 
1843 to I960. But many experts j 
say further study Is needed to tl 
confirm the findings.

Anderson said her California­
based group and other advocates 
plan to urge President Clinton 
and federal officials ,to reject Ute 
advisory panel’s recommenda­
tions. She said the government 
should launch a formal study, as 
.well -as notify people who jrent 
through radium treatments, so 
that they can be examined. 

"What they (the panel! said ' 
was unconscionable. It’s an out- . 
rage r Anderson said. •

•-
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^Tpresident Clinton apologued 

last week for the secret Cold War

respect for the American people 
that seemed to permeate the

findings of his advisory panel, 
which spent 18 months listening

defined by arrogance," She said.

Commission, from 1944 to 1974,

"It is dear that federaloffidals

committee concluded. Commit­
tee staff discovered documents

61
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e government, potential 
liability and worry that 
— -- * a a W a

•nd jeopardise government pro­
grams, the committee concluded. 

For example, military vol­

te testimony and gathering 
millions of documents.

After reviewing 4,000 hu­
man radiation experiments con­
ducted or funded by the U.S.

By Mery Manning ~

_____ : ‘ “i .
The Advisory Committee on 

Human Radiation Experiments

of the federal government 
that led to the use of

For example, military vol­
unteers exposed to the bright 
flash of atomic experiments at

thrown over women, children, 
jrisoners, workers and mentally 
ncompetent patients caught up 
n the experiments.

Information about certain ex­
periments was kept secret out 
of concern for embarrassment, 
to the government, potential 
legal liability and worry that 
the public would misunderstand

unwitting American citizens as 
hum*" guinea pigs in radiation’

ion experiments con- 
funded by the US.

Commission, from 1944 to 1974, 
panel members expressed out­
rage over the cloak of . secrecy

that said two of those volunteers 
went blind.

More than 200 intentional 
releases of radiation took place in 
secret and remained hidden for 
decades. Radiation released from 
Hanford, Wash., blew across 
state nnSTas well as radiation 
exposure to troops at the Nevada 

Teat Site.
•What most troubled the 

committee was the lack of

Radiation panel outraged 
over human tests

. . K

radiation experiments that used 
people at the Nevada Test Site 
and other institutions.

“When the government does 
wrong, we have a moral 
responsibility to admit it, 
Clinton said as he accepted the

that seemed to permeate the 
conduct of research," said Ruth 
Faden, committee chairwoman 
and whose parents survived the 
Nazi concentration camps. 

“The period we examined was 

defined by arrogance,” she said.
Faden, who is director 

of the Bioethics Institute 
at Johns Hopkins University 
and a scholar' at the 
Kennedy Institute of Ethics 
at Georgetown University, 
criticized government officials of 

the era.
“It is dear that federal offidals 

involved in radiation research 
were managing the release of 
infarmatian to make sure that 
the public image of the nudear 
enterprise would be positive,” 
she said. *Tn some cases, this 
amounted, to deception and 
withholding of the truth, which 
the committee found deeply 
troubling.”



Brown I believed that the VA needed

The working group will up­
date ndiologinl and epidemi-

irum Qiner sources aoout 
radiation exposure at VA
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“I am relieved that our exhaustive 
search has not identified any 
veteran who had been wronged as 
a result of VA treatment..."

Jesse Brown 
Veterans Affairs

Las Vegas SUN, 10/9/95 (4B)
(Circulation: 39,000 daily; 220,300 Sunday)

VA boss wants studies on exposed 

troops

fw

\S" •
©logical tables that the VA has 
been using to decide whether 
veterans exposed to radiation in 
the service - or their survivors 
— are entitled to compensation 
for resulting disabilities, dis­
eases or deaths, Brown said.

A report recommending 
legislative and administrative 
changes is expected by spring ' 

' 1996.

The VA has also responded 
to more than 1,700 inquiries 
forwarded by the U.S.
Department of Energy or 
HUm olltt sources about 
radiation exposure at VA 
medical facilities.

T am relieved that our 
exhaustive search has. not 
identified any veteran who had 
been wronged as a result of VA . 
treatment or research involving 
radioactive materials,** Brown

The VA determined that 
almost all VA.radiation research 
was conducted exclusively for 
medical purposes, either to 
improve diagnosis or treat 
diseases. Brown said.

By Mary Manning
LASVeQASSUN ••

Jesse Brown, secretary of 
Veterans Aflhire, said he will 
appoint an interagency working
group to focus oh regulations 

and studies concerning troops 
exposed to radiation during 
experiments at the Nevada Tast 

^Siteend the Pacific islands. ’
I'he working group’s mem­

bra will be chosen by L_____
from the VA, with the Depart- to act swiftly to determine 
ments of Health and Human if any veterans had received 
Services and Defense. inappropriate treatment or

“When I first heard diagnostic techniques, or were 
reports that government- involved in research that may 
sponsored research involving have harmed them in anyway,” 
human subjects and radioactive Brown said, 
materials may have been 
conducted in an inappropriate 
manner in the 1940s and 1950b,



Nasal ■ /

radium

people exposed to nasal ra­
dium treatments decades

Force pilots and Navy 
Submariners who had

widespread acceptance in 
the military during World

li^ht several^|^ars^a|o.

at Johns

report, expected next 
month, “is a kind of public

developing or to treat them 
■ after, they did.

planned to speak about ra­
dium treatments, criticize

63(Significant Cllpc Octobar 10, 1995)

early signs of the condition 
(such as brain cancer) at 

3 any 
said.

“A lot of this is based 
on whether you can detect

Las Vegas SUN, 10/9/95 (4B)
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War II after government 
experiments showed it was 
successful. It was used 
by ear; nose and throat 
specialists for about 30 
years after the war to 
treat a variety of ailments, 
including chronic nasal 
infections.

From 200,000 to 400,000 
civilians are believed to 
have received nasal radium 
treatments.

A study at Johns 
Hopkins Medical Center 
said radium exposures were 

linked to an increased risk 
of head and neck cancers 
and thyroid disease.

Farber’s own recent 
calculations suggest that 
between 274 and 2,097 
peopla are at serious 
risk of cancer from the 
treatments. Many others 
are at risk of thyroid 
disease, he said.

At a conference at 
Yade University this week 
on nasal radium, Farber

a time when that does an; 
real good," Klaidman l__

notification, if note medical' 
one."

Notification wouldn’t do 
much good, Klaidman said, 
because little could be done 
to prevent the cancers from

policy in action," Farber 

said.
Steve Klaidman, spokes­

man for the advisory com* 
mittee in Washington, D.C., 
said he rejected Farber’s as­
sertions -wholeheartedly."

Klaidman said the 
release of the committee’s

Nasal radium treatment 
involved inserting radium- 
tipped rods in a patient’s .. 
nose to burn out or shrink 
the adenoids and lymphoid 
tissues.

Once used to treat mild • 
deafness, the procedure 
also was used to treat 
nasal infections in civilians 
and among Army Air

the committee’s report and 
move doctors and govern­
ment officials to action.

problems adjusting to 
pressure changes.

The treatment gained

ago that they are at risk of 
cancer and other diseases, 
a scientist s^rs.

The failure of the Presi­
dent’s Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Ex­
periments to do so amounts 
to disregard of thousands of 
lives, Stewart Farber said.

Farber is a Rhode Island 
radiation health physicist 
who brought the problem 
to light several years ago.

“It’s a really ■hoddy 
example of public-health

warning
By Lawrence Spohn 
THE ALBUQUERQUE TRIBUNE 

A committee investigat­
ing human radjaaaAfiEESL 
im*nts should recommend 

~ that the government warn
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thyroid disease.

The President’s Advisory Commit-
4

said Tuesday that no ettort should be

>
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Scientist forms program 
for nasal-radium victims
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million people.
Ultimateiy, Farber hopes his project 

will friiM a database of those exposed 
to put further pressure on the govern­

ment

TW8UNE REPORTER •» /

A scientist who raises questions 
about the potential health risks to what 
may be millions of Americans who re­
ceived nasal radium treatments has or­
ganized a project to identify and help 

them.
Rhode Island health physicist Stew­

art Farber said that the Radium Ex­
periment Assessment Project “will 
provide a central focus and act as a 
clearinghouse,” for information on 
people wix) received the nasal irradi­
ation treatments from the 1940s 
through the 1960s.

Farber said he’s worried that people, 
including children, who had radium- 
tipped rods place up their noses 
decades ago are at risk of cancer and 
thyroid disease.

This week Farber was among scien­
tists and health professionals who • 
challenged the recommendations of a 
presidential committee that investi­
gated the treatments.

The President’s Advisory Commit­
tee on Human lUdiationEtmeriments _ 
said Tuesday that no ettort should be 
made to identify or assist those at risk 
from nasal radium.

”1 have organized (the project) to be 
an independent, honest, and ethical 
program for the identification, and 
medical surveillance of the radium 
nasal irradiated people in both the vet­
eran and general populations,” Farber 
said.

Farber has documented that more 
than 7,000 Army Air Force and Navy 
submarinera got experimental nasal ra­
dium treatments during World War IL 
He estimates that between20,000 and 
35,000 servicemen subsequently may 
have been exposed over several 
decades.

He also had estimated that between 
200,000 to400,000 civilians also were 
exposed. However, estimates by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre­
vention last week bumped those num­
bers up to between 500,000 and 2.5 
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: ceive both an apology and compensation for Only through full disclosure and appropriate
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zxiuiuugn cne presidents committee was 
not able to find in the government’s volumi­
nous files all the names of those who might 
have been involved in radiation experi­
ments, it has created a guide for citizens, 
scholars and groups to continue the search.

J 
compensation will this wound of deception, 
indifference and secrecy be healed.

six other experiments, where subjects re­
ceived concealed doses of radiation, in which 
compensation would be appropriate if fur-Tuesday on behalf of the government begins ther"investigation shows medical Wmf'

Trt.i’ifTnr r» Izx ««> —

■ 30 years, "starting with the end : p epresentatives of the radiation expert-

XV ment subjects complain that the com-

- X. were used unwittingly as human guinea 
pigs in Cold War-era nuclear radiation ex­
periments, President Clinton’s apology

to right a terrible wrong.

of World War II, government-paid scientists 
conducted more than 4,000 radiation experi­
ments using human subjects. The research
was carried out for an important purpose: to
determine the biological effects of radiation
and find ways of using radiation for medical­
ly beneficial ends. Many of the studies were
conducted openly, with the results published
in reputable journals, and most resulted in 
no harm to those involved.

But a presidential advisory committee has 
found that among the thousands of experi-
inents were some that intentionally and se-
cretly exposed populations or individuals to presidential committee have pried open will 
radiation without their consent. Often the
subjects were those least able to stand up for 
themselves: minority group members, indi­
gent patients, prisoners and institutional­
ized children.

The committee recommended in three 
cases that the subjects and their families re­

having been harmed by being injected with, 
or exposed to, radioactive material and not

Light on nuclear darkness r
. F ““ “Periment. The committee found

NewsExproaa/

October 6,1995

I

mittee set an overly strict standard. Al­
though no physical harm probably resulted, 
people and communities that were deliber­
ately and unwittingly exposed to low levels 
of radiation have suffered a violation, if only 
of their trust.

The president was less grudging. He of­
fered his apology to all those who had been 
subjected to secret experiments. Even more 
important, he pledged that the secrecy that 
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary and the

notretum. ’ •
Although the president’s committee
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White House Advisory Committee on
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peiment subjects were different in the, _
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America’s ATOMIC Fallout

Publicity,
lawsuits kept

vernment

Radiation 
Secrets

A weral advisory committee 

sr s the experiments were
• in rally wrong and inexcusable 

ar I the government knew it

go
silent

8) Dennis Domrzaiski
TRIUNE REPORTER

I wo years ago, some members 
of the scientific community 
tried to explain away plutoni­
um injection experiments on 

limwitring Americans and the govem- 
mmr-imposed secrecy that surrounded 
then.

"hey argued that medical and moral 
stodards for obtaining consent from ex- 
V ’
1940s, and that details of the experiment 
had to be kept secret for national securi­
ty reasons.
JTwo years later, it’s a different storv.

More experiments
The advisory committee also discov­

ered other experiments were conducted 
by government scientists who worked for 
the war-time Manhattan Project that de­
veloped the atomic bomb.

One experiment, conducted at the Uni­
versity of Rochester in New York, in­
cluded the injection of uranium into six 
human subjects for the purpose of deter­
mining what size dose would cause kid­
ney damage. That experiment harmed 
some of the subjects, the report said.

And in an experiment conducted at 
Massachusetts General Hospital between 
1953 and 1957,11 people were injected 
with uranium. The experiment was an at­
tempt to determine if uranium could help 
destroy brain tumors. Some of the sub­
jects suffered kidney damage as a result 
of that experiment, the report said.

The advisory committee, which re­
leased its final report on Tuesday, was 
blunt in its assessment of the plutonium 
and first set of uranium experiments. 

’ “...We believe that these experiments 
were unethical,” the report says. “In the 
conduct of these experiments, two basic 
moral principles were violated — that 
one ought not to use people as a mere 
means to the ends of others and that one 
ought not to deceive others in the absence 
of any morally acceptable justification for 
such conduct

"National security considerations may

aking blame
A presidential advisory committee that 

has investigated the experiments for the 
past year and a half says the experiments 
were morally wrong and inexcusable— 
even by the standards of the time. And 
the government covered up, not out of na­
tional security concerns, but out of fear of 
bad publicity and lawsuits, the commit­
tee found.

• Documents concerning plutonium in­

Human Radiation Experiments show 
that
■ Consent was not obtained from the 

subjects.
■ Some of the subjects were misled 

and misinformed about the purpose of the 
injections.
■ There was never any expectation that 

fire subjects would receive a medical ben­
efit from the injections.
■ Mistakes were made in diagnosing 

the subjects’ illnesses, so that some who

The final chapter _

• to-4-Rs d-l
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did not have terminal illnesses were used 
in the experiments.
. *■ Ethical standards in the medical com­
munity at the time would seem to have 
barred such experiments. Top officials of 
the old Atomic Energy Commission ap­
parently were shocked when they learned 
of the injections and ordered a halt to the 
experiment
■ Suggestions to declassify informa­

tion about the experiments were rejected 
out of fear of a “devastating lawsuit” 
against the government
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the patients injected with plutonium.
Eleven subjects had been injected at

pectation that they would benefit, and 
they never consented to this use of 
their bodies,” the report said.

In 1947, some Atomic Energy 
Commission officials suggested that 
plutonium experiment reports be de­
classified. But an AEC declassifica­
tion officer rejected the suggestion, the 
report said. His reason was stated in a 
Feb. 28,1947, memo:

people as subjects in experiments 
without their knowledge or giving 
people the false impression that they 
or their family members had been giv­
en treatment when instead they had 
been given a substance that was not in­
tended to be of benefit”

It made matters worse, the report 
said, that the subjects were hospital­
ized patients.

in their best interests, even if they were company. Cade had fractured an arm 
being given ‘experimental’ interven- and a leg in a March 24,1945,autoac- 
tions.” ’ cident. He told his doctors that he had

In April 1947, Atomic Energy Com- always been in good health, the report 
mission General Manager Carroll said. 
'Wilson, after learning of the plutoni­
um experiments, issued a directive that
required documented consent of hu­
man experiment subjects.

The directive also required that there 
be some expectation of medical bene­
fit to the subjects before human ex­

Cade was injected with plutonium 
on April 10,1945.

“Except for his fractures, Mr. Cade 
was apparently in good health and at 
age 53, could reasonably have been 
expected to live for another ten to 

^raVSbe^ondSthere- twenty years,” the report said, 

port said. “Thus, in Mr. Cade’s case, the risk

experiment for which there was no ex- cover-up of the experiment

“They have expanded on and ex­
posed the magnitude of the cover-up ” 
Welsome said.

The committee also has demon­
strated that there were ethical stan­
dards in place at the time of the exper­
iments, Welsome said.

‘It indicates that there was not an 
 ethical vacuum at the time, that this

“It is unlikely that these tests were was an explosive issue even then, and 
made without die consent of the sub- that there were principles of informed
jects, but no statement is made to that consent, unlike what many scientists 
effect and the coldly scientific manner have claimed, “ Welsome said.

have required keeping secret the in which the results are tabulated and 
names of classified substances, but discussed would have a very poor ef- 
they would not have required using feet on the public.”

The memo goes on to sat that the ex­
periments could expose the govern­
ment and experimenters “to a devas­
tating lawsuit which would, through 
its attendant publicity, have far-reach­
ing results.”

The report also noted that although 
it was the intent of scientists to use ter­
minally ill patients for the injections, 

•Thrir lying 171 and inditntinnaliwH many non-terminally ill patients were 
left them vulnerable to exploitation,” usc^-
the report said. “As patients, it would One was Ebb Cade, a 53-year-old
have been reasonable for them to as- African-American cement mixer for 
sume that their physicians were acting an Oak Ridge, Tenn., construction

The Albuquerque Tribune
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Circulation - 41,000

“Thus, in Mr. Cade’s case, the risk 
But the directive came too late for <rfa plutonium-induced cancer could 

not be ruled out”
Former Albuquerque Tribune re­

Strong Memorial Hospital in porter Eileen Welsome, who won a 
Rochester, N.Y., and three at the Uni- Pulitzer Prize for her 1993 series of ar- 
versity of California in Berkeley, tides on the plutonium experiments. 
These subjects “were never told that said the advisory committee has more 
the injections were part of a medical fully fleshed out the government’s
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timates that between 500,000 and 2.5 million 
Americans were exposed to nasal radium. Those 
estimates are much higher than previous ones.

In the procedure,'which initially was used ex* 
perimentally on more than 7,000Navy and Army 
Air Force servicemen during World War R, a ra­
dium-tipped rod was placed tq) the nose and left 
there for several minutes.

It was prescribed to shrink the adenoids for a 
variety of ailments, from chronic ear and nose in­
fections to problems equalizing ear pressure in 
pilots and submariners. Experts say the procedure 
rapidly gained acceptance after World War II 
based on Navy and Air Force experiments.

Keneally, 48, said she has suffered six mis­
carriages, the birth of a brain-injured son, pitu­
itary cancer, hormonal upsets and severe thyroid 
problems.

Anderson said she has had several autoimmune 
disorders, thyroid tumors, breast cancer and loss 
of teeth.

A medical study has found increased risks of 
head and neck cancers and a near ninefold in­
crease in thyroid problems among those exposed 
to nasal radium.

But in the report released Tuesday, the presi­
dential panel said identifying those exposed to 
nasal radium wouldn’t provide any medical ben­
efit

That’s because there is no diagnostic test for 
brain cancer and no treatment the report stated. 

Anderson and others disagreed.
“It’s a total contradiction,” said Wally Cum-

Kencally, who last week served on a panel of mins, a Washington, D.C., lawyer who is repre- 
cxperts discussing the issue at Yale University, senting radiation experiment victims. “Clearly 
said doctors andscientists now are just beginning there is enough information here to say we need 
to appreciate how may people were exposed and to take the next step.
the health ramifications. “You have to search out and notify these peo-

At the Yale conference, the CDC released es- pie. Many of them do not know, can’t known,”

MORE INFORMATION

For a copy of The Tribune's Pulitzer-Prize 
winning stories, send $1 to: Plutonium 
Experiments, PO Drawer T. 
Albuquerque 87103.

By Lawrence Spohn ~
TRIBUNE REPORTER

From coast to coast, victims of radioactive ra­
dium exposures, as well as their attorneys and ad­
vocates, criticized the conclusions of the White 
House Advisory Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments.

Most called outrageous the committee’s rec­
ommendation against the government trying to 
wam those who got nasal-radium treatments 
decades ago. The committee’s report was deliv­
ered to President Clinton Tuesday.

“This is just adding insult to our injury,” said 
Cherie Anderson, of Fairfield, California, who 
received nasal radium at Travis Air Force Base 
as a child.

Now 51 years old and suffering from a num- 
ber of cancers and endocrine problems that she 
believes are related to the radium, Anderson said: 
“I am a human being. I am someone’s daughter 
and someone’s mother and grandmother.

“I am not just a number or statistic and would 
like to be able to grow old and see my children 
and grandchildren grow up,” she said.

She called the advisory committee’s position 
“outrageous and unconscionable.” At a mini­
mum, those exposed are entitled to be “located, 
identified, informed and followed medically," 
she said.

Across the country in Connecticut, Fran Ke­
neally said those who were exposed to radium 
treatments should know. “I would want to know, 
if I didn’t already,” she said.

Keneally, who was exposed to radium by the 
same doctor who exposed thousands of Navy 
submariners, said she has suffered a lifetime of 
health effects from the procedure that she got as 

a child.
“They are going to try to end it there, but I don’t 

think they will be able to,” she said, expressing 
hope that Congress and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention will take action soon.

'Hie Albuquerque 'IHbuzie
A Scripps Howard Newspaper

Circulation - 41,000
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he said. “Some were children. It’s just ludicrous. 
We can find these people. We should find these 

people.”
George Gager, a congressional aide who was 

exposed to nasal-radium treatments, said the 
committee’s problem was its focus “only on can­
cer and die military.” .

-“They’ve focused on the military problems, but 
this really is about something that happened to a 
bunch of little kids,” he said.

The treatments, he said, “hurt like hell” and 
"devastated” his life.

pq 2 f 2

treatment

“It’s the endocrine problems (pituitary and thy­
roid dysfunctions)," he said. “Believe me, they 
are affecting a lot of people. But their lives can 
be changed quickly and easily.”

Gager said that after reading a news article 
ahrnit natal radium two years ago, he saw a doc- 
tor about his continuing malaise, obesity and in­
ability to even finish sentences.

“Within 24 hours (on artificial thyroid hor­
mone) treatment, my life changed,” he said. 
“Within 10 days, my life was dramatically dif­
ferent Don’t they want to help people like me?" 

Gager’s boss, Rep. Sam Gejdensen of Con­
necticut is sponsoring legislation to assist ex­
posed veterans. The government also must act to 
help all victims, regardless ofhow they were ex­
posed. Gager said.

Gager, 48, was treated first as a 3-year-old and 
may have received as many as nine to 12 treat­
ments, more than double the normal dose.

Stewart Farber, the Rhode Island radiation 
health physicist who first put the public spotlight 
on naol radium, this week issued revised calcu- 

lations of the health risks.
Based on the new CDC figures, he figures be­

tween 2,368 and 10,241 Americans will die of 

brain cancers because of theradium exposures.
But using the government’s own independent 

risk model, developed by a panel of the Nation­
al Academy of Sciences, he said these numbers 
are even larger, between 5,313 and 22,435 fatal 

- brain cancers.
• Farber called the presidential committee's 

crane*- a “poorly-based public health decision.”
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Committee report vindicates OR research
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1950 the AEC-sponsored Oa 
Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studis

-

The report refers to work carried Was institu.ted apart from any

r

3

— Tara O'Toole
DOE’s assistant secretary for environment, 

safety and health

and consent in the early 1950s," tl 
report states. “From its opening

The reference backs up claims by 
officials at Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities that work at the re­
search hospital was done with the 
informed consent of its patients. 
Those officials have bristled at their

by Leo Williams
Oak Rldger staff_____________

The report released this week on
human radiation experiments ap­
pears to vindicate much of the work
that lode place in Oak Ridge while
remaining silent on the remainder.

The Final Report of the Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation
Experiments outlines guidelines for
providing apologies and compensa­
tion to the victims of human radia­
tion experiments conducted by the
Department of Energy or its prede­
cessor agencies.

The committee’s work was 
spurred by the discovery that sever-

plutonium in the 1940s, including safety and health.' Oak Ridge 'were done*with 'thTin- • Physical condition.' Thus, at leas
one man af the Army hospital in A cancer research hospital was tent of trying to help the cancer pa- the case of 0R1NS- “d perhaps 
Oak Ridge. More broadly, its rec- operated in the city between 1950 tients being treated,” O’Toole said at Other AEC facilities> a locai Pr°- 
ommendations target experiments and 1974, with experimental treat- The report refers to work carried was instituted aPart from any 
that were done without the subjects’ ments involving radiation and ra- out in Oak Ridge under DOE's pre- known communication of the state-

providing them with some thera- discusses at least two of those'ex- mission, lie exrerime7tewreTon-
peutic benefit. p--*-------;!------ *- ; ______ j___ j t w iIiauiu

With the exception of the information provided to the patients of Nucleat Studies, mdecessorw
wartime case, this did not apply to and benefits the researchers hoped Oak Ridge Associated Universities
experiments conducted in Oak to bring to those patients. “There is evidence that at least

, “Some of those experiments car- one AEC-funded entity did routine-

Some of those experiments carried out In 
Tennessee Involved total body Irradiation; 
all of the ones at Oak Ridge were done 
with the Intent of trying to help the cancer 
patient being treated.

' REPORT: Also mentions 
use of gallium-72 at ORINS

Continued from Page 1A
; work’s being linked with experi- 

ments ■ ' ‘ 
• the injection of plutonium into sub-
’ jects or the intentional release of ra-
• diation at the Hanford Site in Wash- r o_... r„  

ington state — that clearly were not to consent forms signed by subjects 
intended to help the people ex- of the study.

• P°”di According to O’Toole, other

J sev­
eral experiments at Oak Ridge Na- 

mcn-

(OR1NS), a research hospital, ac 
vised incoming patients that proct 
dures were experimental. Additior
ally, patients were given written ir
formation that advised them the 
'probable benefit, if any, cannot ai 
ways be predicted in advance.’ Pa 
tients were also asked to sign
form that indicated that they wen 
‘fully advised’ about the ‘charade 
and kind of treatmentjmd care,
which would be 'for the most par. 

. , --------------„------------ experiments with no definite
al people had been injected with assistant secretary for environment, body irradiation- all of the ones at Promi8c of improvement in-any 
plutonium in the 1940s, including safety and health. Oak Ridge were done with the in- • Physica* condition.' Thus, at leas
one man af the Army hospital in A cancer research hospital was tent of trying to help the cancer na- the case of 0R1NS- and perhapt 

ommendations target experiments and 1974, with experimental treat- 
. _ > •.« ■ . - - .  . •

knowledge and without thought to dioactive substances. The report decessor?"the Atomic Energy Com- ments by AEC officials ”
pmvidintr ths>m tuifk zfleA.fox.o __ <i______  _ • Thp hm

peutic benefit. periments; in each case it discusses ducted by the Oak Ridge Institute

wartime case, this did not apply to and benefits'the researchers hoped Oak Ridge Asswtat  ̂UnlwreWes'
experiments conducted in Oak to bring to those patients. “There is evidence that at least
Ridge and mentioned in the report, “Some of those experiments car- one AEC-funded entity did routine- _______________
according to Tara O’Toole, DOE’s ried out in Tennessee involved total ly provide some form of disclosure Sm REPORT, Pana 4A 

a

tions the use of gallium-72 at 
ORINS as an experimental treat-

— such as those involving ment for bone tumors. That experi- 
e i_. u ment was ca|]eci off 5ecnuse lhe e]e.

ment was itself too toxic to be use­
ful, but the report once again points

intended to help the people ex- of the study.

• The committee’s report also men- work at Oakridge” including

tional Laboratory, were not 
tioned in the committee’s final re­
port. .
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But Brown thinks that medical 
follow-up and removal of the 

persuading the president to set up 
the Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments. A 
distinguished panel of doctors, .. 
ethicists and scientists, headed by 

questions. ’ '
E. Cooper Brown, the attorney 

for some 30 groups representing 
victims and their survivors, was 
thrilled by the president’s 
speech—at the depth and breadth 
of the apology, to victims, their 
families and the country. (The 
committee had recommended

Dr. Ruth Faden, was assembled. 
They were in attendance on 
Tuesday. So were a few of the

Selling Peace to Peoria
Cl

ILL CLINTON made an entirely presidential
appearance last Tuesday, but the world little 
noted it He was speaking on grand themes

appropriate for the day before Yom Kippur, the high 
holy day of repentance and atonement He was
speaking for the country and to the country. He was
apologizing for the appalling government radiation
experiments on mostly unwitting human beings. He 
spoke of the worldwide nuclear peace to come.

immunity against court action 
would help even more.

ep. Edward J. Markey, 
(D-Mass.), who in 1986, 
at the height of the 

Reagan arms buildup, released a 
report about the human radiation 
experiments and saw it 
completely ignored, promised that 
Congress would set about drafting 
legislation for compensation.

Clinton acknowledged 
O’Leary’s contribution to the new 
sad sunshine for the sufferers and

1,132,800

MARY McGRORY

of her critical advocacy for a 
nuclear test ban treaty, “which we 
believe we will achieve next year 
in no small measure thanks to 
[her] support.” Throughout his 
remarks, Clinton repeated his 
most breathtaking promise—that 
people can “trust the American 
government to tell the truth and 
to do the right thing." He can 
expect to be held to that as the 
campaign unfolds.

Clinton held out a hope that any 
politician would find difficult to 
redeem. “Let these pages [of the 
committee’s final report] serve as 
an eternal reminder to hold 
humility and moral accountability 
in higher esteem.” Holding 
humility in any esteem would be 
stunning progress here. 
Accountability is something 
Clinton has often sought to 

'out-run.
The next day Clinton went to 

'New York and greeted Pope John 
. Paul n, the self-described “pilgrim 

for peace,” with the words of St. 
Francis of Assisi: “Lord, make me 
an instrument of Thy peace.” 

It’s a line that could play very 
well in Peoria. Maybe Clinton has 
found his identity for his relection 
campaign: the peace candidate. He 
need not worry about competition 
from any of his declared rivals. 
Their attitude is that the Cold War 
is not over, and they will build the 
weapons to prove it

Hazel O’Leary, the 
administration's leading test-ban 
advocate. O’Leary was 
responsible for the gathering in 
the Executive Office Building. Her 
portfolio at the Energy 
Department includes tKe nuclear 
weapons program, and those who 
expected her to go along with the 
nuclear establishment have 
received several nasty jolts since 
her appointment

O’Leary startled the young 
Eons of the White House staff and 
everyone else when she boldly 
plunged into the radioactive area 
of the Cold War experiments on 
human subjects. Besides bringing 
a measure of simple human justice 
to long-hidden victims, she was 

. suggesting that the Cold War is 
over and that excesses committed 
in the nine of national security 
could not be forgiven or forgotten. 

O’Leary followed up the first 
disclosures two years ago by 

surviving victims—including Fred 
Boyce, a man in his mid-forties 
who as a teenage student at the 
Femald School in Cambridge, 
Mass., had been served 
radioactive Quaker Oats for 
breakfast. Wise men from 
Harvard, MIT and the Quaker

Very impressive—and all washed away two hours
later by the announcement of 0 J. Simpson’s 
acquittaL

Still Clinton’s speech could be a blueprint for

campaign appearances to come. Peace is not a top
topic now, but it always has vast potential. Nuclear 
peace, no matter what the Republicans, the Pentagon Oats high command thought it 
and the weapons laboratories say, is a winner. Thirty might answer some of their 
years ago in Utah, President John Kennedy was
bowled over by the response he received to his
mention of a partial test ban. President Clinton talks
so little about the nuclear test ban treaty as to
suggest he doesn’t understand its punch. Maybe he
will when Republican senators venture to resist its 
ratification. In the meantime, someone may persuade
him that submerged issues rapidly surface when a .________________________ _
president talks about them, and that size should be an apologies only toa selert few”) 

element in speech choices. For
some reason, he prefers wonky
references to obscure subsections government’s claim of sovereign 
of pending bills.

In Clinton’s audience on
Tuesday was Energy Secretary
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he said. “Some were children. It’s just ludicrous. 
We can find these people. We should find these 

people.”
George Gager, a congressional aide who was 

exposed to nasal-radium treatments, said the 
committee’s problem was its focus “only on can­
cer and the military.”

• “They’ve focused on the military problems, but 
this really is about something that happened to a 
bunch of little kids ” he said.

The treatments, he said, “hurt like hell” and 
“devastated” his life.

“It’s the endocrine problems (pituitary and thy­
roid dysfunctions),” he said. “Believe me, they 
are affecting a lot of people. But their lives can 
be changed quickly and easily.”

Gager said that after reading a news article 
about nasal radium two years ago, he saw a doc­
tor about his continuing malaise, obesity and in­
ability to even finish sentences. 

“Within 24 hours (on artificial thyroid hor­
mone) treatment, my life changed,” he said. 
“Within 10 days, my life was dramatically dif­
ferent Don’t they want to help people like me?’ 

Gager’s boss, Rep. Sam Gejdensen of Con­
necticut, is sponsoring legislation to assist ex­
posed veterans. The government also must act to 
help all victims, regardless of how they were ex­
posed. Gager said.

Gager, 48, was treated first as a 3-year-old and 
may have received as many as nine to 12 treat­
ments, more than double the normal dose.

Stewart Farber, the Rhode Island radiation 
health physicist who first put the public spotlight 
rm nasal radium, this week issued revised calcu- 
laiions of the health risks.

Based on the new CDC figures, he figures be­
tween 2,368 and 10,241 Americans will die of 

brain cancers because of the radium exposures.
But using the government’s own independent 

risk model, developed by a panel of the Nation­
al Academy of Sciences, he said these numbers 
are even larger, between 5313 and 22,435 fatal 

- brain cancers.
’ Farber called the presidential committee’s 

stance a “poorly-based public health decision.”

treatment



•fTKAN SCRIPT

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGYFOR STATION

PROGRAM Good Day Atlanta at 6:00 AM city

DATE AUDIENCEOctober 4, 1995

SUBJECT
Human Experiments/Hazel O'Leary

BROADCAST EXCERPT

r

43

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON: H
have a moral responsibility to admit it."

WAGA TV
Fox Network

*•

Atlanta, Georgia

RADIO 
TVREPORTS

New York 212-309-14a 
CMc^o: 312-541-202C 

Datrott: 810-344-117T 
Boston: 617-536-2232 

Phlladslphia: 215-567-760C 
San Francisco: 415-395-9131 

Miami: 305-358-3354 
Washington: 301-656-4064 
Los Angolas: 213-466-6124

*• °CCU'OCY mO*6°l ‘UPP'-d H COnnO' I" or omiuion.
MoWk,! wppi^ by Sed.0 TV may b. for fit. and fx-rpo^ only, h may not b. '.product, sold „ publ.rfy rkmonPra^ or ^ibt^d

DAVIS: Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary plans to form a task
force to review who may be eligible for this compensation.

When the government does wrong, we
> The duty we owe to one 

another to tell the truth and to protect our fellow citizens from 
excesses like these is one we can never walk away from. nu-r 
government failed in that duty and it offers an apology to the 
survivors and their families. And to all the American people who 
must, who must be. able to rely upon the United States to keep its 
word, to tell the truth, and to do the right thing.

AMANDA DAVIS: President Clinton is ordering the government to 
compensate some Cold War radiation test subjects. A Presidential 
panel found that the three decades of testing often included 
subjects who did not give their clear consent.
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egregious as to warrant compensation, to in old VA documents "was never 
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“VA also determined, based on

^.Wloyees who were involved with
ST* flSSSheaIt11 B t0 have research before VA’s formal
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of California in 1948 and 29’people 

h,. ’zzr~zr doses of radiation
me people tmwrtingly used as h»mim_ throughout their bodies fam 1942 to

pan:
victims fur compensalfun involved 18 
people injected with plutonium at the 
University of Rochester bd.ween 1945

conducted in the Northwest, where “VA also determined, based on ’
prison inmates'testicles were inadiar- discussions with former and current

of California in 1948 and 29 people 
who received doses of radiation

1945.*' '

The Veterans Department was 
Quick to announce that it was giving 

. ------------------------- an in­
house review of its records. No one 
should be surprised at the findings:

“I am relieved rhar our exhaustive 
scorch has not identrfi^d any veteran 
whohad been wronged as a result of 

raUoacdve materials," saidSeaetary 
of Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown.

The announcement added that the
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consent was obtained.**

not for Tnariirn J p»Trp<y?eff
It also said mat the agenty barf 

concluded that a mysterious, confiden­
tial Atomic Medicine Division alluded

forgotten because that exclusively for medical purposes” but 
j failed to elaborate on those Thar wpfP

Human guinea pigs 
being left in the dark

au. ntto ^tf? Bauldin" Mi he-HQ
Hanford jic

thus excusing a travesty estimated to 
have been perpetrated upon ten.'; of 
thousands of citizens by their govern­
ment without their informed consent

The issue is not whether they 
j— - ’ 1 - ’ • ' • • *
a result of their exposure to nuclear 
materials. The issue is that such 
behavior by government agents is 
intolerable in a ’
consent of the | 
winked at and ___
simply would encourage more of the 
same.

Only three of the expertmenis, 
conducted between the mid 1940s to 
the early 1970s. were deemed so
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Clinton apologizes
WASHINGTON — President 

Clinton apologized to the vic­
tims of

tabhsh a task torce to examine t 
who might be eligible for com­
pensation.

Most of the experiments in­
volved the Atomic Energy Com­
mission, the predecessor agency 
of the Department of Energy.

guard against future abuses. 
"We will no longer hide the 

truth from our citizens,” Clinton 
said at a White House ceremony . 
where he accepted a report do­
cumenting three decade* of gov­
ernment-sponsored experiments ' 
on people, often without their 
clear consent.

A 14-member advisory panel . 
has recommended that victims ’

1 apologized to the vic- 
secret Cold War-era radi- 

^ation experiment* Tuesday and 
promised greater openness to

compensated in cases where the , 
government or researchers de­
liberately misled them, or where 
there was no medical benefit 
and they were physically 

harmed.
gnPTgv Secretary Hazel

No. 5070 P. 7/11
Idaho Statesman 

Boise, ID 
Circulation 54,000 
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Clinton Apologizes for Radiation Tests

the substance would remain in ed and expensive lawsuit against 
their body. the government"

Clinton also ordered a review of 

w
ergy Secretary Hazel O’Leary saTd

'T'he work began when many 
1. such studies were undertaken

r

6

cutting-edge treatments, ... but 
there is a right way and a wrong 
way to dp it"

bomb. This was long before it 
became standard practice to issue 
“informed consent” to medical re­
search subjects, laying out the risks 
and benefits of participation.

Clinton said some of the experi­
ments performed during that peri­
od “were unethical not only by 
today’s standards but by the stand­
ards of the time. They failed both 
the test of our . national values and 
the test of humanity.”

The experiments "were shroud­
ed not for a compelling reason of 
national security but for the simple 
fear of embarrassment, and that 
was wrong,” he added.

The experiments ended in 1974, 
when the government recognized 
the need to protect human subjects 
and established regulations that 
govern human research.

• •

come out of her department’s

Eos Angeles games
i,r4s;-63i

in secret to help understand radia- 
_____________ tion risks to workers involved in

als gave us enough information to the development of the atomic 
enable us to look in records and, in * *
all the searching of a quarter of a
million pages, we found only 50
names,” she said.

In the case of the 18 subjects of
plutonium injections, however, she
said discussions regarding com­
pensation would begin immediate­
ly with their families.

The experiment, conducted from
1945 to 1947, was deemed neces­
sary at the time to assess the risks
that workers faced when exposed
to such materials. One patient was
injected at Oak Ridge Hospital in
Oak Ridge, Tenn., 11 at the Uni­
versity of Rochester, three at the
University of Chicago and three at
a University of California campus.
It was unclear which facility was
involved.

O’Leary said the funds would

The committee recommended Clinton also ordered a review of 
thatjeveral subjects of total-body the procedures for govemment- 

j sponsored research on humans and 
said he will create a bioethics 
advisory panel to police the re­
search process to "see to it that 
never again do we stray from the 
basic values of protecting our peo­
ple and being straight with them." 

He acknowledged that medical 
and scientific progress "depends 
upon learning about people’s re- ‘ 
sponses to new medicines, to new

> Experiments: Cabinet 
‘Will study compensation 
Tprsome victims and their, 
families. About 4,000

Sfccret studies through 1974 
were disclosed.

one project where 18 hospital pa- c___ __1 ............ ..
tients, most of them terminally ill, budget "We are ready and willing 
were unknowingly injected with to begin a negotiation. One thing 
plutonium to determine how long - all of us want to avoid is a protract­

irradiation experiments conducted 
during World War H, and the 
subject of a zirconium injection 
experiment, known only as Cal-Z, 
also be included.

Nevertheless, Administration 
officials appeared to leave the door 
open for additional restitution. En­
ergy Secretary Hazel O’LearyMud 
in an interview that there cdtlTO be 
“thousands, many thousands” of 
individuals who deserve payment 
but stressed that both the govern­
ment and the panel have been 
hampered by poor or nonexistent 
record-keeping during that time.

Since her department’s investi­
gation began, “of the 10,000 calls 
we received, about 3,000 individu-

______ Air
'ByM ARLENE CI MONS 
JUreS STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON—President
Clinton apologized Tuesday 

to -the survivors and families of 
those who unknowingly were sub- 
jfitts of government-sponsored ra- 
<Sation experiments, and ordered 
ta Cabinet to devise a system of 
relief—including financial com­
pensation.
-^When the government does 
wrong, we have a moral responsi- 
bffity to admit it,” Clinton said. 
*The duty we owe to one another 
totell the truth and to protect our
fellow citizens from excesses like 
these is one we can never walk 
trtfay from.”

Saying “our government failed 
inlhat duty,” he apologized “to all 
the American people who must be 
aMe to rely upon the United States 
ta’keep its word to tell the truth 
■nd to do the right thing.”

;Clinton made the remarks as he 
Accepted the recommendations of 
tffiradvisory committee he appoint­
ed to study the secret experiments, 
which began in 1944 and continued 
for three decades.

“Although the panel studied 
about 4,000 radiation experiments 
that-took place during that period, 
it recommended that only a hand- 
ftd of victims receive compensa­
tion. Panel members specifically 
cited three experiments, including
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NPR's Richard Harris has the story.
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In presenting the committee's. conclusions to the President 
today, chair Ruth Faden said the committee found clear instances in 
which doctors and government officials misused their positions of 
trust.

In the pursuit of peace and the advancement of medicine, 
certainly to laudable goals, the rights and interests of 
individuals and communities were sometimes ignored.

President Clinton apologized today to 
American citizens who were victims of radiation experiments during 
the cold war, and said his administration will move quickly to 
compensate some of them. The President was acting on 
recommendations from a committee of historians, doctors and 
ethicists who reviewed experiments conducted between 1944 and 1974.

The expert committee assembled last year at 
request sorted through thousands of human 

Some experiments were related to 
Most were straightforward medical

While the radiation doses in the experiments we studied were 
usually low, and officials and scientists were often concerned 
about risks, we do not believe that excuses the wrongs that were 
done.

RICHARD HARRIS:
the President's ; 
experiments involving radiation, 
the cold war and nuclear arms, 
research.

RUTH FADEN [Committee Chair]: We have found.that wrongs were 
indeed committed, first with experiments involving radiation and 
with intentional releases of radiation into the environment.
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Those who led the government when

There are circumstances where compensation is 
 ‘ . I am committed to

seeing to it that the United States of America lives up to its

committee
That includes 18 people who were injected with 

, so government 
scientists could determine acceptable exposure limits for nuclear

In the cases the committee considered less ethically 
guestionable, they recommended apologies to all concerned and 
payment to anybody who was harmed as a result of the experiments. 
Examples cited by the committee included experiments in which 
cancer patients were exposed to non-therapeutic doses of radiation 
and in which prisoners volunteered to have their testicles exposed 
to a high dose of x-rays for a study on sterilization.

for what they did. 1
survivors, the family members or the communities whose lives were 
darkened by the shadow of the atom and these choices. So today, on 
behalf of another generation of American leaders and another 
generation of American citizens, the United States of America 
offers a sincere apology to those of our citizens who were 
subjected to these experiments, to their families and to their 
communities.

Our greatness is measured not only in how we so frequently do 
right but also how we act when we know we've done the wrong thing, 
how we confront our mistakes, make our apologies and take action.

President Bill Clinton agreed that those people were 
mistreated by their government, which should have prevented such

J

HARRIS: The committee used case studies to suggest remedies 
for those wrongs. In the few instances where people were 
deliberately lied to about the experiments, even if no harm 
resulted, the committee recommended official apologies 
compensation. •“
plutonium without their knowledge and consent,

weapons workers.

HARRIS: Mr. Clinton directed members of his- cabinet to set to 
work immediately to find a way to provide relief for people who had 
been wronged decades ago. He said he will work with Congress to 
provide cash compensation.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON: r" 
these decisions were made are no longer here to take-responsibility 

“ They are not here to apologize to the

HARRIS: Committee chair Ruth Faden noted that the panel
identified fewer than 30 people who deserved cash payments.

FADEN: Beyond that, there are clearly thousands of people who 
were involved as subjects in experiments involving ionizing

PRES. CLINTON:
appropriate as a matter of ethics and principle.

responsibility.



-3-

This is Richard Harris in Washington.
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/

and we suspect that a small number of them were, in

Most of 
And this 

This is as probing as it could be, and even

HARRIS: The report also looked to the future and pointed out 
potential weaknesses in the way experiments are regulated today. 
So Mr. Clinton said he would establish a federal bioethics 
commission to watch over future research involving human beings to 
make sure that 50 years from now the government won't need another 
panel to review the dark past.

Martin Bernstein, a Lxo.-_x.u~.. - -  ------------ ------ --
will serve as a valuable springboard for much more research into 
this dark period of American history.

*

MARTIN BERNSTEIN [Historian, Stanford University]:
these committees don't do good jobs, they do whitewashes.
is not a whitewash. 1  
better than that, within a constricted period of time.

radiation, and we suspect that a small number of them were, in 
fact, harmed and would then be eligible for compensation.

HARRIS: Response to the report from citizen activists was 
mixed. Some said it didn't go far enough to identify people who 
were put at risk in the experiments.

Frederick Boyce was given oatmeal spiked with a trace of 
radioactive calcium when he was in the Fernaid Institution for 
Children near Boston as part of a nutrition study. He said the 
whole investigation reopened painful wounds, and in the end, the 
recommendation came up short.

FREDERICK BOYCE: I accept the apology, and it's 50 years 
late, you know, but I would think that they would have at least 
said to the Fernaid people that they would give some kind of 
coverage, medical coverage, seeing that it was an experiment. But, 
so I'm disappointed in that part, you know.

HARRIS: Boyce said what he really wants is a change in the 
Statute of Limitations so he can sue MIT, Harvard and the Quaker 
Oats Company which were behind the experiments.

As a historical document, the report won wide praise for its 
efforts to uncover and present a huge amount of material, much of 
it buried in archives or even classified as secret.

a historian at Stanford University said it
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shed light on this troubling mystery.

Good morning.HAZEL O'LEARY [Energy Secretary]:

MCCARTHY:

Exactly.O'LEARY:

And you have found that indeed it was.MCCARTHY:

Well, let's walk this through very quickly, if

Tell us what did you find.MCCARTHY: Sure.

Secrecy.MCCARTHY:

Secrecy to get the bomb developed and finallySEC. O'LEARY:

3
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WTTG-TV
Fox Network

Were Americans unwitting subjects of cold war 
Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary has 

She requested

You know, I think the question that many people 
want to know about, you know, were Americans unwitting guinea pigs? 
Is that what it boiled down to in some of these cases?

SEC. O'LEARY:
I can.

New York: 212-309-1400 
Chicago: 312-541-2020 

Detroit: 810-344-1177 
Boston: 617-536-2232 

Philadelphia: 215-567-7600 
r San Francisco: 415-395-9131 

Miami: 305-358-3358 
Washington: 301-656-4068 
Los Angeles: 213-466-6124

SEC. O'LEARY: There were countervailing interests. One, the 
nation and its scientists were dealing with a very toxic, dangerous 
substance, irradiated material, having no knowledge about it. 

There's a shroud of secrey...

TVREPORTS

LARK MCCARTHY:
radiation experiments? ______ ______

spent the past two years trying to find out. J 
hearings, opened a hot line and formed an advisory committee to 
shed light on this troubling mystery. Today, her committee, 
appointed by the President, releases its final report at the White 
House. Secretary O'Leary joins us now.

SEC. O'LEARY: Exactly. And I believe 18 months ago those 
allegations, appearing to be facts, are what caught the attention 
of the American public, the sense that their trust with our 
government had been somehow broken.
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How many people? You say it was limited. How many

SEC. O'LEARY:

MCCARTHY:

4

expand it while others were trying to do the same thing. And its 
balance between the government's requirement for- secrecy and the 
personal rights of individuals never really took place. And that's 
because the shroud of secrecy, in some narrow instances, permitted 
the government, and most disturbingly, its medical professionals, 
to use human subjects where there was no benefit to the subjects. 
And much more violating, I believe, to our national ethic is the 
fact that there was not informed consent.

Now, in all the cases that we examined, almost more than 3/4 
of a million — a billion pages, these episodes were very limited 
but they existed nonetheless. And the committee named by the 
President has suggested compensation for the families of these 

individuals.

MCCARTHY: I ...
people are you suggesting ought to get compensation?

SEC. O'LEARY: Well, the committee has laid out a very strict 
criteria for harm done, absence of consent and no benefit to the -- 
in the therapy to the individuals. That would be a very limited 
number of people, I believe, probably fewer than 30. They said a 
larger group, and asked for the government now to examine those 
individuals where we can see no benefit or a very controversial 
therapy, not discussed with the patient, and most importantly, 

therefore, no consent.

In that instance, and there are thousands of these cases, the 
scientific issue is, was there harm? And so the committee has 
suggested that we set up a panel to review those cases. So I 
suspect that we will be at it.

MCCARTHY: Yeah, because some critics reportedly are already 
saying you ought to take into account pain and suffering of the 
families and just the fact that if it wasn't informed consent, that 
alone maybe should be some basis for compensation. What do you 

say?

SEC. O'LEARY: Well, I think it's — the President will say 
very eloquently this morning. On a personal basis, I will tell you 
that I agree with all of the recommendations of the committee. And 
one is that we go through this process and do that further 

examination.

But I think in the final analysis what this has been about, 
the naming of the committee, the openness of the Clinton 
administration, not just in the Department of Energy, but Defense 
and Health & Human Services, the CIA is...

Can you assure people that nothing like this is

happening right now?
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So there would be very strict guidelines.MCCARTHY:

And the President will issue an

Because this went on, what? From the ,40s to the

And this president said, good

- MCCARTHY:

To keep the information.MCCARTHY:

To handle the data well.SEC. O'LEARY:

Thank you.SEC. O'LEARY:

5

MCCARTHY:
'70s.

SEC. O'LEARY: We can, but we're going to do better to be able 
to ensure that, because we need to establish a criteria where we 
are certain when there is classified experimentation going on. I 
hope we're not, but not of that is going on in my agency right now, 
that there'll be a panel to review those facts to ensure that 
individuals are getting fully informed so that they can establish 
consent.

SEC. O'LEARY: Absolutely, 
executive order today.

Finally, I think the important point to be made is in opening 
up these facts. As difficult and as heart-rending to the nation as 
it has been, we've set a new standard for openness and building 
trust for the American citizen, because for four administrations, 
these facts were suspected and no one every said let us take a 
look.

SEC. O'LEARY: Noon is the news conference. We believe it's 
very important to the victims and their families to understand the 
effort that has been gone through to uncover all of this 
information which was not well kept because there was no 
requirement to handle...

And let me — because there is a ceremony today 
with President Clinton, and you're holding a news conference. Even 
this has been affected by O.J. coverage. You're moving it to noon 
because you want to try to get as much exposure as you can, so 
noon, you'll have your news conference. Is that right?

SEC. O'LEARY: That's correct.
idea to take a look.

MCCARTHY: Thank you so much. Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary 
joining us on this very important topic. News conference later 
today. We appreciate it. ,



TRANSCRIPT
CNN-TVDEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

STATIONFOR

Washington, D.C.Headline News CITYPROGRAM

7:15 PMOctober 3, 1995 AUDIENCEDATE

SUBJECT Radiation Experiments

BROADCAST EXCERPT

TOLLEY:

6

New York: 212-309-1400 
Chicago: 312-541-2020 

Detroit: 810-344-1177 
Boston: 617-536-2232 

Philadelphia: 215-567-7600 
San Francisco: 415-395-9131 

Miami: 305-358-3358 
Washington: 301-656-4068
Los Angeles: 213-466-6124

RADO 
TVREPORTS

' , The cases to be 
compensated involved people who were clearly misled and were 
physically harmed by the cold war-era tests.

The panel says more cases deserving compensation may 
be uncovered as people see tons of declassified documents.

While Rodio TV Reports endeavors to assure the accuracy of material supplied by if, it cannot be responsible for mistakes or omissions.
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While most of the tests were ethical by any standards, some 
were unethical, not only by today's standards but by the standards 
of the time in which they were conducted. They failed both the 
test of our national values and the test of humanity.

TORIA TOLLEY: President Clinton says the federal government 
must right past wrongs against Americans and compensate some of 
those subjected to human radiation experiments decades ago.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON: Thousands of government-sponsored 
experiments did take place at hospitals, universities and military 
bases around our nation. The goal was to understand the effects of 
radiation exposure oh the human body.

After investigating 4,000 experiments, a presidential advisory 
panel has singled out three for which the compensation is 
warranted. It says the rest involved small amounts of radiation 
that are unlikely to pose long-term harm. Tl._ —----
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WASHINGTON - President Clinton knowledge.

In such cases, the panel recommended, 
financial compensation of an unspecified 
amount should be paid even if no physical

for protecting the rights of research sub- ments in Rochester. N.Y. and Boston, 
iects. including informed consent. He also testicular irradiation experiments on in­
ordered the creation of a National Bioethics mates in Washington state and Oregon and 
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future conduct of biomedical research in- iodine-131 into children.  
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some experiments involving injection ot

Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary called

who already have filed lawsuits on behalf of
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advance medical science and involved trace congress to set up a compensation program 
__ _____ </\f* rraHiatirsr. Victims similar t<*
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caused anv harm. But the panel also found those already established tor civilians and 

’ riia- ;__; •___ • ri veterans exposed to atomic bomb lallout
iritii patients used as subjects and for uranium miners.

were subjected to these experiments, to 
rheir families and to their communities.”

r ™ral r Wbiiit^o several unidentified people were subjected 

to whole-body radiation.
’ r The panel also recommended compen- 

a 925-page report by a White House adviso- sauon in cases where there was nop.ospect 
q- panel that spent 18 months examining of medical benefit or where controversy
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The panel does not recommend 

health screenings for those who re­
ceived the treatments, concluding 
that their long-term risk was low.

Nevertheless, administration of­
ficials appeared to leave the door 
open for additional restitution, if 
warranted.

Energy Secretary HarH OTearv 
said in an interview that there could 
be “thousands, many thousands” of 
ladivtduais who deserved payment, 
but stressed that both the govern­
ment and the panel had been ham­
pered by poor or nonexistent re- 
cord-keeping during, that time peri-

gation began, “of the 10,000 calls we 
 received, about

3,000 individu­
als gave us 
enough Infor­
mation to en­
able us to look 
io records and. 
la all the 
searching of a 
quarter of a 
million pages, 
we found only 
50 names," she
said.

In the case
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4,000 radiation experiments that .. -----------
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experiments. including one project ' *
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them terminally m, were unknow-

the American people who must be 
able to rely upon the -United States 
to keep Its word to tell the truth and 
to. do the right thing.” - -

And. in proposing a system of 
restitution, he added: "We know 
there are moments when words 
alone are not enough.”

Clinton made the remarks as he 
accepted the recommendations of 
an advisory committee be appoint­
ed to study the secret experiments.

for three decades.

for victims of .. 
government-sponsored ‘
radiation tests.
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A Loe Aageles Times Report

WASHINGTON — President 
diaton Tuesday apologiaed to the ' 
survivors and families of those who 
unknowingly were subjects of gov­
ernment-sponsored radiation experi­
ments, and ordered his Cabinet to 
devise a system of relief —. includ­
ing financial compensation^ -J 

“When the government does

ity to admit it." Qinton said; “The ' 
duty we owe to one another to tell 
the truth and to protect our fellow 
dtiaens from excesses like these is 
one we can never walk away from.” 

Saying “our government tailed 
in that dutyhe apologized “to all

Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary of the Is sub- 

Jects of plutonl- 
* i urn Injections, 

could get . ' however, she 
said discus­
sions regarding

ately with their families.
O’Leary said the funds would

get . ...
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---------------------- - «. uuuww. **“ 8 negotiation,- she said. “One 
ingly injected with plutonium to do- a“ “ W8nt to avoid 13 «
termine how long the substance re- Md expeu‘ve
mained In their bodies. against the government” „ ■» t

The committee also recom- Clinton alto ordered a review of
mended that several' subjects of to- procedures involving all govero-
tal body irradiation experiments ment-sponsored research on hu-
conducted during World War U. and mani» and said he will create a
the subject of. a zirconium injection bioethics advisory commission to 
experiment, known only as Cal-Z, al- P01^® tbe. research process. ■ 
so be included., / • He acknowledged medical and
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and furiously to build an atomic 
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from the report. It’s a portrait of 
men endowed with what seems 
like surprisingly modern scientif­
ic insights and concerns — labor-

sation. viost of the experiments

cJiiiton*oE Tuesday apoiogiwd to missian.Jhe department’s prede-

Information about some of the 
research has trickled out in court 
cases, newspaper articles and

1 u/ X u 
/

. niintnn made th» rpmarits as he formist and paternalistic ■

an advisory committee he ap- . Most medical researchers of 40’ 
J . . e i T • • • ___________ tlAxV-________ _-.-J 4--^

meats, which began in 1944* and ask patients if they wanted to 
have experimental therapies that 
might treat or cure their illnesses.
Few were troubled by secretly en-

reconstruction of those events. 
Unlike other morally objection­
able research — such as the Nazi 
death-camp experiments or the: 
notorious Tuskegee study of un­
treated syphilis in this country — 
many of the radiation experi­
ments provided data that was and 
remains useful.

The report was written by the 
14-member advisory committee, 
comprising mostly medical histo­
rians and ethicists, and one per­
son representing the public. A 
staff of 60 unearthed tens of thou­
sands of documents, many of 
them declassified for the first i 
time. The panel held 20 meetings, | 
including four in places where 
survivors (or descendants) of ex­
periments or “intentional re­
leases” of radiation still live.

The report is unusual because 
of the breadth of activity that 
went into its creation.

The committee and staff were 
foremost historians.
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harm, could not help them. 
Sun>risingly, few people were 

physically harmed or killed as a 
result of thousands of medical ex­
periments and environmental 

 tests involving substances that ev.
tary Hazel eryone agreed were dangerous. !

Department of Health. Education 
and Welfare issued rules for the 
protection of human subjects in 
government-sponsored research. 

• Energy Seryl

p) Compensate Radiation Victims
4 COMBINED NEWS SERVICES b.wwu. v* ,

^WASHINGTON — President involved the AtomfcEnergy Com-

tfie survivors and families of cessor agency.
tEose who unknowingly were sub-
j<bts of government-sponsored
radiation experiments, and or- . . , . J .
d?red his Cabinet to devise a sys- government admissions during
t$n of relief — including finan- the past two decades. Medical his-
dal compensation. torians have written about a few
(-“When the government does of the thousands of research pro-

wjung, we have a moral responsi- jects that exposed the healthy, the 
baity to admit it," Clinton said, ill and, in some cases, whole popu-
‘The duty we owe to one another lations to radioactive substances.
to'tell the truth and to protect our' Never before, however, has the 
fellow citizens from excesses like era’s story been told in such de-
these is one we can never walk tail.
awav from." Although it is difficult to gener-
i Saying “our government failed alize about the behavior of dozens

ifa that duty," he apologized “to of agencies and hundreds of re-
all the American people who must searchers engaged in thousands
be able to rely upon the United of experiments, a general picture
States to keep its word to tell the of Cold War medicine emerges
tfuth and to do the right thing.” ,f’e a

i And. in proposing a system of
restitution, he added: "We know
there are moments when words
.done are not enough." 
I________ ____ _

Accepted the recommendations of morality.

pointed to study the secret expert- years ago felt little or no need to

Continued for three decades.
' The 906-page report traces the

history of radiation research from
^944, when government and uni­
versity scientists worked secretly
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Clinton’s comments came as he accepted a
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victims criticized the recommendations, say­
ing they will lead to a “perpetuation of the 
original crime—the denial to victims of the 
right tn imrw... andtn make an informed de­
cision with regard to their own bodies and

900-page report by the 
White House Advisory 
Committee on Human 
Radiation, outlining both 
the successes and abuses 
of scientists who con­
ducted govemnment- 

sponsored human radiation research from 

1944-1974.
The 14-member advisory panel uncovered 

information about 4,000 experiments involv­
ing tens of thousands of people, including the 
highly publicized case of 18 who were iryect- 
ed with plutonium without their knowledge or

The details of that case, published by The 
Albuquerque Tribune in a Pulitzer Prize win­
ning series in 1*** 1993, led Clinton to create 
the advisory group in January 1994.

While the panel found that wrongs were 
Ame, it also recommended that only a hand­
ful of victim^ be compensated and rejected the

Hie Albucpieitnie ’TWhune 
AScr^HowrtNmwpaptt

Clinton 
apologizes 
to radiation 
victims

ie creation 
of another advisory commission to 
review current policies protecting 
experiment subjects.

By Karen MacPherson
WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON—President Clinton to­
day apologized to Americans who were 
banned by government-sponsored human ra- 
^sa'^nofaTrwpoMibilit/’ to admit its mis­

takes.

need for continued medical monitoring for 

others.
Groups representing radiation experiment

"perpewalion of the

right tn imnw... and to make an informed de-
i.................................................. '-------- J

health’’



menu Tuesday and promised greater openness to | 
guard against future abuses. • -

"We will no longer hide the truth from our ciu-j

/

ire pnysicauy uarmeo.

gible f^rcompensation. Most of the experunents^m-

Iw*.

4
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■ Clinton apologizes for secret
Cold War*era radiation experiments
WASHINGTON—rPresident Clinton apologized to. 

the victims of secret Cold War-era radiation experi-:

zens," Clinton said at a White House ceremony, 
where he accepted a report documenting three 
decades of government-sponsored experiments on 
people, often without their clear consent. • ;

A 14-member advisory panel has recommended i 
that victims of the radiation experiments from 1944 
to 1974 be financially compensated in cases where 
the government or researchers deliberately misled 
them, or, where there was ho medical benefit and 
they were physically harmed.

Eneri

ment's predecessor agency. . • . .
Accepting the 900-page report, Clinton said; “The 

United States of America offers a sincere apology to 
those of our citizens who were subjected to these ex-* 1. 
periments, to their families and to their communi­
ties."

The panel documented some 4,000 radiation ex­
periments, but said most “are unlikely to have 
caused physical harm." Nevertheless, a number of 
experiments, including the injection of 18 civilians , 
with plutonium, were singled oiit as clear violations 1 
of ethical and moral standards. .



TRANSCRIPT

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
STATIONFOR

The Osgood File Washington, D.C.
PROGRAM CITY

October 3, 1995 6:47 AM AUDIENCEDATE

SUBJECT Human Radiation Experiments

BROADCAST EXCERPT

CHARLES OSGOOD:
so a group of

More after this.

***
OSGOOD:

FADEN:

Dr.

What followed afterwards was particularlyDR. FADEN:

8

to 
children were fed special meals.

One example, hospital 
patients who were not told that they were being injected with 
atomic particles.
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Back in the 1950s the U.S. government wanted 
know how nutritious breakfast cereals were.

DR. FADEN: The nation was committed to two important goals 
that I believe all of us today as American citizens would say were 

laudable goals.

I
DR. RUTH FADEN [Advisory Committee On Human Radiation]: They 

were given cereals that involved taste levels of radioactive 
calcium in order to see how well calcium was absorbed.

New York: 21.2-309-14 
Chicago: 312-541-20 

Detroit: 810-344-11 
Boston: 617-536-22.

Philadelphia: 215-567-76
San Francisco: 415-395-91 

Miami: 305-358-33:, 
Washington: 301-656-40- 
Los Angeles: 213-466-61.

to radiation. Many of these tests remained secret until last year 
when President Clinton appointed a committee to investigate. Today 
that panel releases its findings.

OSGOOD: Dr. Ruth Faden chairs the President's Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation, but she says in the pursuit of 
knowledge, researchers often ignored individual's right to know, to 
give their consent to what was going on. One example, hospital

OSGOOD: This was just one of thousands of government
experiments conducted between 1944 and 1974 which exposed Americans 

Many of these tests remained secret until last year

A number of U.S. federal agencies funded or conducted 
radiation tests on humans during the cold war era. Their motive 
was to advance medical science and/or improve national security.
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OSGOOD:

FADEN:

*

FADEN:

The Osgood File, Charles Osgood on the CBS Radio

9

It's difficult to say how many Americans were harmed 
by the 4,000-some experiments.

OSGOOD:
Network.

OSGOOD: What was clearly damaged, says Dr. Faden, is the
public trust in their leaders. That's why the committee calls for ” 
Washington to make public apologies and make appropriate changes in 
the law. .

troubling. There was an interest in continuing to do medical tests 
on them, or if they had died, to exhume their bodies and do 
studies. The subjects, if they were still living, and the family 
members of the subjects who were deceased were essentially lied to 
about the purpose for these follow-up investigations.

DR. FADEN: Much of this research involved low doses, trace 
doses of radiation. And it is unlikely that large numbers of 
people were harmed physically as a consequence. But it cannot be 
ruled out that some people were harmed.

DR. FADEN: Communities and individuals are incapable, for 
totally explainable reasons, of believing the government today 
because of the secret and the deception and the withholding of 
information that occurred decades ago.
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Enercrv Secretary Hazel O'Leary plans to set up a task force to 
see who should be financially compensated for falling prey to the 
covert operation.

New York: 212-309-14 
Chicago: 312-541-20. 

Detroit: 810-344-11 
Boeton: 617-536-22: 

Philadelphia: 215-567-7&: 
San Francieco: 415-395-91

Miami: 305-358-33: 
Waahlngton: 301-656-40: 
LoaAngeiea: 213-466-61;

At a White House ceremony, Clinton pledged never to hide the 
truth from American residents. The President received a report 
that confirmed some people were guinea pigs for government- 
sponsored experiments without knowing it.

WRC-TV
STATION

BARBARA HARRISON: President Clinton has promised a new era of 
openness to prevent a repeat of secret radiation experiments. The 
government concedes such tests were run on people during the cold 
war era.



Presidential panel finds little benefit
in notifying radiation test subjects

ceremo-

jecB.

d^ades b«ausc S ' w£ch18 ill civilians were by Ruth Faden a bioethicist at
•fti oSoublS the SXry injected deliberately with small Johns Hopkins University, was less

«?= siBE sial
■: The nearly 1,000-page report, adraft copy rwhch w« obained by mended monetary compensation for recent yean. ’ _■

r

10

g^Top "who tooTpXt often iJy ' ' P«el said warranted.compensation
unknouinelv in some 4 000 radia- Most of the Cold War-era expen- involved a person who was injected , 
tion experiments the government ments involved adult patients being with zirconium at about the same 
sanctioned during the Cold War, a given low-dose radioactive tracers time as the plutonium expenmmts, 
nresidenrial£nel»ys Ssat "«« “^kely to have caused . and an expenmdnt m which mdivid-
P- Concluding the tests posed little physical hann" or. resulted in long- uab were subjected to whole-body 

nsk, the dvLiy P»el teno health eoneems. the advisont

"ffora'o^nuc^pLvidl metal ’"‘“Th? damage it not J.kysidal attempB ... to

estimated tens of thousands m or lic embarrassment," the presidential

• loved ones ^re treated with disre- panel said. It caUed them assaults 
soect,” the report said. on privacy and individual rights.

•ho believe that they or their lie embarrassment, thepresidMitial
.idi-d'a or-m^han ’

December 1993 after detailed infor- the zirconium and the whole-body 
radiation are not known, the panel

Times-News
Twin Falls, Id 

Circulation 20,486 ' 
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WASHINGTON (AP) —

pehsating- or even notifying most of Tuesday at a White House-

estimated tens of thousands of sub- 

-■ In nearly two years of mvestiga- 
t._----------1----------' '

100,000 documents, the advisory 
group found evidence of many tests

ing or in doubt. •.
• Experiments often were kept

Clinton ordered Ce review in

S'“Ch^’«“""wl“k- ad^ eomtaae, chtad



Las Vegas Review-Journal, s/^a/so (saj

(Circulation: 148,619 daily; 220,300 Sunday)

sets ruling

said the benefits of notifying pa- 
tients of the dangers of the radio-

r

6

AssoctaMd Press
WASHINGTON — Warning 

people about the dangers of ra-

Radiation
test panel

The panel’s conclusion about 
the*nasal treatments has bitterly 
disappointed patients and their 
advocates, who were hoping to 
gain help through the 
committee’s high-profile work. 
Since .early 1994, they have been 
lobbying the government for aid 
in conducting an epidemiological 
study and notifying people.

"They’ve ignored what is ulti­
mately the biggest risk in terms 
of health risks,’’ said Stewart 
Farber, a Rhode Island public 
health scientist who has spent 
years researching the issue. “I 
think this is an outrage.”

dioactive nasal treatments they 
received a half-century ago would 
only cause unnecessary worry 
and useless medical tests, a gov­
ernment panethas concluded.

The Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments 

active nasal treatments do not 
outweigh the potential harm of 
doing so.

Even if people were notified, 
“nothing could be done for those 
suffering from brain cancers be­
cause there’s no known 
treatment,” said Stephen Klaid- 
man, the committee spokesman.

The recommendation is con­
tained in a draft report the panel 
is to give the Clinton administra­
tion next week of its study of a 
wide, range of human radiation 
tests the government conducted 
after World War II.

Radium, encased in capsules 
and inserted into nostrils at the 
end of long sticks, was intended 
to shrink tissues near the eusta­
chian tubes. The treatment was 
developed at Johns Hopkins Hos­
pital in Baltimore to treat chil­
dren for hearing loss.

The treatment was given to 
military pilots and divers, includ­
ing Navy submariners, to pre­
vent broken ear drums resulting 
from drastic changes in pressure.

Civilians were given radium 
for hearing loss, colds, adenoid 
troubles and other ailments. 
Some have questioned whether 
radium caused such health prob­
lems as tumors, endocrine and 
auto-immune disorders, miscar­
riages, and brittle teeth.
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draft report says.

federally supported plants. Scien­
tists wanted to know if the hu-

Experiments, which releases its would leave the body, 
final report Tuesday after a year The panel’s draftfinal report Tuesday after a year 
of study, cites no figure as to how

tion-exposed patients should be for their exposure to radiation at 
paid, leaving that to Congress. U.S. facilities even though they

iects i 
Beingto the U.S. Army’s Manhattan Being ill and institutionalized left 

Engineer District Hospital in Oak them vulnerable to explo tation. 
Ridge for treatment and at some “Physicians violated their ...

tion they 
whose efie<

J

jected Cade without any formal released Tuesday by the Depart­
consent. ment of Energy, the staff said.

f

3

probably small — risk of cai 
by the plutonium injection,”

The experiments were con­
ducted early in the Atomic Age

me Knoxville

News-Sentinel
Circulation 170,378

Compensation for heirs 
of radiation experiment 
subjects recommended 
By Richard Powelson ‘“Mr. Cade was put at some — 

risk of cancer 
’the

giving the patients substances 
from which there was no expecta- 

' would benefit and 
-------------iects were uncertain.” 

The panel may revise parts of

iving that to Congress. U.b. iaohties even though they 
Oak Ridge man, Eben- suffered no health effects. 

 __2_, ' i “The committee believes that
the first of 18 people injected people who were used as research, 

ally supported facilities, starting were wronged even if they were 

cement mixer, who suffered bro- says.
“We believe that these experi­

ments were unethical. The sub- 
were hospitalized patients.

News^ertinel Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Congress
should provide compensation to 
relatives of an Oak Ridge man r 
and 17 people from other areas when federal officials were con- 
who were injected with radioac- cerned about the safety of nuclear 
tive plutonium in federal experi- workers exposed to radiation at 
ments in the 1940s, a presidential federally supported plants. Sden- 
panel has recommended. tists wanted to know if the hu-

The White House Advisory man body could excrete plutoni- 
Committee on Human Radiation um and how much and-how fast it

ruuKc AUX vxcauLUCiAL cuau OVIUC A ujoivuuao vtuxaicu vaacaa • • •

point was injected with radioac- (professional) responsibilities by 
tive plutonium. He died eight “— —t-—-1- — --------
years later of a heart attack in
Greensboro, N.C.

The advisory panel found a
physician (not identified in the 
report) who claimed to have in- the report before the final draft is

'The „ .
eezer Cade, who was black, was

with plutonium at various feder- subjects without their consent 
I

in 1945.*He was 53 at the time, a not harmed,” the draft report

ken bones in a head-on auto colli­
sion.

Records show Cade was taken

report also 
- concluded thousands of other 

much the families” of the radia- Americans are owed an apology
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SPOKANE — A group of people pe°PIe w*10 held the news confer- 
hoattrihirtothenr ^006. “A book ha< been nnonpH a

felled to disclose enough informs- will determine the risk to 

•i

f
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Downwinders blast 
radiation test ref

TRI-CITY HERALD 
Tri-CitieSf WA

“We feel outraged by the report." 
sai£Brenda Wearer, one of a dozen

who attribute their health problems ence* “A boofe: has been opened, a. 
to radiation releases from Hanfnrrf PaSeread,andtheniftbeeneiosed.” 
criticized a White House advisory President Clinton on Tuesday 
panel’s report ongcvernment-sanc- accepted the report by the 14-mem- 
tioned human radiauontests. ber Advisory Committee rm TTirman

The panel didn't pay enough atten- Badiation Experiments and ottered 
ttou to Hanford“do vmwinders" who an apology for the eaperimont^ 

toai^ome^diaticnreleasSd^ on'aferSSE

tion about past radiation expert- downwinders and whether they 
meats at Hanford. should be compensated.

Richland talk on quakes
ciaHzinH in using data from theCaif.BymeHeiEfdsaff ---------»---------------- -------
fornia seismic networks to study how

A geophysicist wiH talk about 
earthquakes during a free lecture by large
tonight at the Richland Public earthn-Uakes.
Library, 9® Northgate Drive. Ee will focus on the use of seis-

Andrew Michael, ■'.-fth the ILS. niometers and seismic networks and 
Geological Survey Ofttce of Earth- how earthquake geologic researchis 
quakes, Volcanoes and Engineering hanging the development of new 
will discuss new dev?Iopments in tecimology.
predicting earthquakes. The lecture is cosponsored byBat-

His speech begins at 7:30 pm. in tell&Northwftst, which manag^the 
the library's Gallery Room. The Pacific Northwest Laboratory forth a 

eventis open to the public. ILS. Department of Energy, and the
Michael has been involved in Institute for Science and Society in 

earthquake research since IS86. spa- Ellensburg.

10/05/95 11:50:57
10/05/95 07:45
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experimentsI

CHnton created the Advisory CommitteeNevertheless, a number of experiments
WASHINGTON—President riHnfnn »nni , .ng rne of 18 civilians with iggoTap^1-«JZ^7.rspTunents in Iat6ogizedtotheLcomsSS^Sld^S ciear'io^ of the plutonium exper-

The^conunittee members were “morally

their clear concent

mended Vicmrns of the Nation expert- S
The panel also recommended compensa-

The cases involved “deliberate att^mptc _

public embarrassment

with small amounts of radioactive medical shrouded in secrecy “not fcr aeompellinn 
isotopes. needfbrnationalsecurity.butfartheriTnrut

their families and to their enmmnniKf_c"

tion experiments, but said; mnet “are

By The Associated Press 
ana Herad staff

TRx-CTTY herald
Tri-Cities, W7

202 506 0956 Brush^ Peter-HQ
HANFORD JIC

Page 006
@006

ment^thieedecSSSS^^S-Jou- nr^S  ̂ ' Fad^tllepallei’sch2irwoniaiL

S<S^°”KOBle-'>tol’rta,OUI Adv^o-

sasr/ma*
^-edmaierperzmentisproLted.113^121 soninthel^^SSXaS 

wd^S^wasn^S^lh^n^nTh^ Theadvisorypanelsingiedoutonlythree ^^egerimeut in which individnals 

were physically harmed. DeneutanclUle-7 experiments, invohnng about 30 people, subjected tn whole-bodyradiation.

unlikely to have caused physical harm ” r-.
-—w—, « Huimm ui experiments, nn tr,,—xniiinnire 
including the injection of 18 civilian* vnth ?£}r^n“il.RacLLaQo11 Experiments in late

ftiture abuses.

We will no longer hide the truth from our

promisedgreateropennesstoguardagainst . “w^1®a government does wrong, we --------------------^^=xawere-m
------ « haveamora-responsibilitytoadmitif'ain- outraged" by the plutonium experiment; 

ton told anaudiencethatincluded anumber recommended victime fewnTta* receive

10/05/95 11:50:09
10/05/95 07:44

a

___  -iXi-cities, -----------

Clinton apologizes ® 
for radiati

support for a questionable Univeisity of p - -

That experiTnenrwas related to a similar for not finishing declassifying documents on 
one in Oregon. The experiments were con- intentional radiation releases at Hanford, 
ducted after an accidental TOfiV rarimrinn ,,

-.i-ssssaaggs 

htnnanradiation experiments at Hanford

said. “The United States ofAmerica offers a a press release. Heart of America-
sincere apology to those of our citizens who Northwest and the Government Account- 
were subjected to these experiments, to ability Project contended O'Leary has not 
their families and to their eommriniKes" followed through on a year-old promise to

ttepmmldocnmentedsome^radia-

ggglEsSi g£sS=aS
««« — «« Of the Cold War^ra

expertments were conducted in. an ethical
Hanford was involved in about 10 noncon- manner, but others—fnriifomKrhpri„fnni-

truversial experiments that mostly dealt mn experiments — were wrong and often'
tty I f n CTT»sll OVWAHwri’ r______________*r_. . » *.v* -1

— —w — ■ Ill'll 11 ri7H| 111^

need fbrnaiional security, but forth erimpiZ 
However Hanford also prnviri>dtwhT.if^| fearof embarrassment.'’

Heart of .America-Northwest, a Hanford
hl ■ ■ — ___ J A.V. — .

■ , j? , * • .— ' "•'■■■’■i'i'-~>vt»uaxxLt
ability Project, a whistleblower protection

That experiment was related to a similar fbruotfinishmgdeclassifyiiigd’ocumemson

ducted after an accidental ThfiV rndinrinn . .... . >-■—■mill.

workers.

Accepting the 900-page report, Clinton

sincere apology to those of oureiti^ns who Northwest and the Government Account- 
■ i—■ i nil i ■ 1 — — J a._ a-I___ ____ - • • orwlvf !■ T^»» . —— —A. .u . v ««•—

I ■ 7-* </xxsaLi-y naK hq[
followed through on a year-old promise to 

----- ;------- ---------- - MxiUl. iwoycctj 
declassification, and improve access to 
records addressing radiation exposures to 
the public and workers.
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Seattle, WA

i

during the Cold War, the group said
The grnuD also Sid the cnmmrrr=<* Taflo/

V*

r

o:
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HANFORD JIC

experimems at Haiyxd.

Panel’s report on human 

radiation tests rapped

Page 015
@015
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THE ASSOOATED PRESS

A group of people who attribute their health 
problems to radiation releases feta the Hanrord 
Nuclear Reservation criticized a Woite «■».,» 
^isoty panel’s report on gover-nent-sanc- 
uoned human rarfertinn

The panel didnt pay enough ottEntian to 
Hamord “downwfndeis" who lived near the sne 
and were exposed to airborne rarfigrrm 
during the Cold War, the group said TuEsday. 

The group also said the coiuinittee felled to 
disciose enough infonnation about past radiation

10/05/95 12:03:23
10/05/95 07:50

TFs too ranch of a minridonrp » che said. 
"We stitt dont know the fiitt story. Oar 

guvemmput is not being anryrmrahla to m“
President Cfinmn on Thesday acnmted the 

^^ ^te l^memberAdviMry Camming on 
, Kadiannn Ezpeiiuir-ub and offered an 

offioal apology for 4DOO experiments on thou- 
sands of victims. Most were exposed tn toxic and 

knrateIe'

Most people Subjected to the tests snfered 

bine or no long-lasting effect and should not be- 
comnensared. the report aid

W«>Xe °?IaSed report," said Brenda

^es as a result of radiation



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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uuc aiuutiuerqua iriDuns namea several individuals who had 
been injected with plutonium in the 1940s without their knowledae. 
Revelations about many other experiments soon followed. The

FADEN

minimal.

22(

DOE and Radiation Experiments

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO'S "MORNING EDITION"

October 3, 1995 7:45 AM
%

BOB EDWARDS: President Clinton receives a report today from 
a committee of historians, medical researchers and ethics experts 
passing judgment on human experiments between 1944 and 1974 that 
involved radiation. The President requested the report last year 
after the Albuquerque Tribune named several individuals who had

committee singled out a few cases that deserved a formal government 
apology and financial compensation.

NPR*s Richard Harris reports.

RICHARD HARRIS: Before the President's committee tried to 
wade through the records of thousands of experiments that involved 
radiation, the members took a hard look at the ethos of the day 
What they found* in this cold war era was a world in which national - 
security and biomedical research were both powerful and at a times 
intertwined. But committee chair Ruth Faden says it was also a 
time when researchers often lost sight of the interest and dionitv 
of their human subjects. J

RUTH FADEN [Committee Chair]: During this period,
particularly in the '40s and '50s but continuing into the '60s it 
really was not uncommon for physicians to use their patients as 
subjects of research without their knowledge and without their 
consent. This happened. It happened by no means only or 
exclusively or primarily in radiation research. It was sort of the 
inJestigatorsWa6 dOn* 10 1Otfi °f instltutions lots of physician

HARRIS: Physicians took it upon themselves to weigh the risks 
of experiments, and Faden Says in most cases the risks were indeed 
minimal. But the researchers didn't Include the patient in that 
□ecision. . .



At least our
it'^not ' ’ee< it'® not very risky or 1??;
tVd^sSS  ̂ .«« J^ient/ls tbU

tn^1^

it should not have

examples in which people's rights were ianornH <-?• ^®VGral .. 
damaged. The committee established a sliding scale^of 
apply to these cases. Faden says the worst were studi®*

not many, fortunately
we could uncover. The committee was so morallv

.“swrsw;
officials, or active withholding of information decention*^6  ̂
wason’P«hi\h^^ "akin9 it Plain that th.

are any other

potentially fit into this category, includingTwhole-bSv JSTiSYIn 
experiments on some cancer oat tents atd . J ^Ldia^°P

-2-

Physicians sort of did a calculus.FADEN: v
history suggests this that said 
no risk, f  
anyway, let's draw some blood," let's’do

Pi»<=«l th. 
18 people

wrong then and it's 
happened.

th-:»t?at TO’S? X

and monetary compensation. government

FADEN: ZJ 1- WW1U„ „uu UJ
experiments that fit this fact situation

apply to these cases.

d.liberateiy W-^thTUSiSSr*

FADEN: We had a few cases of this,
that we could uncover. The committee was

££??£: jraunnt0vrtoh?ve t,rtioies
these experiments ’<17.“.’^™

And the committee concluded that apologies F
due to people who participated in experiments that were conducted

turned °ut to be impossible to studv ail

cemmitte. round feu instances of phyScl? •har£d ^MteS?

.?Yer.COM® . out that there are any other 
members deserve the same remedy." they too or their family

were O?1®* P*0*1® „deseryin9 compensation include those who

“ .xp-.ris;;F: Tn“hiS

F’r..
1 apologies.

but no money are

; 23



vithout proper oonccnt but where no hara reaulle,cl •. "Z>cper1men� 
involvino retaraecs childrAn �t th• Pernald School in Haomachusetta 
vhere sin9lec:t out in thii, c11t�0ry. 

With. this report. �e C011D1ttt.AA" ho�• to·r•ach clocure on 
revelation■ t!lat have both tarnished the qovemment's reputat1n� 
and bean u1uW.I by th• eU.nton adlliniatration to promote ib opeMea¥ 
in government aqenda. · . 

• 
. 

1�• COIIDllittaa w�n't 9•t �• last word though. Historians, 
viet!ma and other in tvrested parties are alraaCly .Uni ng up to paae 
judgonant on the OOIIIJllittcc'a work. 

Thia i• Richard Harris 111 W1u1hin(fton. 

, 
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Clinton proffers apology 
to radiation-test subjec� 
� How.w> NEWS Suvta P. l sponsored Cold War experiments 

involving tens or thousands or peo-
WASHINGTON-President Clln- ple that are detailed in the ad� 

ton Tuesday apologized to in- ry committee's 900,page report. 
dividuals----or their surviving fami- The advisory panel found that 
ly members-who were harmed by "wrongs were done" in some or the 
human radiation experiments....a:m· experiments, including a top-secret
ducted by the federal KOVemment test trom 19'.S-1947 in which 18 
during the Cold War. �pie were injected with plu-

.. Wben the government does · tonium without their knowledge or 
wrong. we have a moral responsi- consent 
billty to admit it." Clinton said. The details or that case Jed atn-

Cllnton issued the apology dur- ton to form the advisory oommit­
btg a White House ceremony at tee in 1994.. 
which be accepted the ftnal report Qall1ng the committee's report a 
of the Advisory Committee on ""monumental document. .. Clinton 
Human Radiation Experiments. . said it marked an important step 

Several subjects of the expert. to righting past wrongs. He added 
ments and their families were at that its lessons --must be engraved 
the ceremony. At the end. Clinton on our national memory." 

. went down into the audience and Noting that the committee found 
reached out to them, including •sertous deflcienctes" in current
Emma Craft of Nashville. ethical policies, Cllnton announced 

Holding a large photograph or the creation of the Na tional. 
· her daughter Carolyn, Craft told Bioethics Advisory Q\rnrnlssion to

Cllnton about her daughter dying address the problem. 
"'of cancer in 1959, 11 years after He also instructed top· federal of. 
Craft believes Vanderbilt Hospital dcials to "devise promptly" a oom­
pve her radioactive iodine when pensation system "that meets the 
she was pregnant as part of a gov- standards of justice and con• 
emment-tunded radiation study. science" for radiation experiment 

The Vanderbilt study, which cur- victims. 
rently is the focus of a class-action The committee recommended 
lawsuit, is one of 4.(XX) 8QVemment- compensation for only a handtW of 

OCT - 4 1995 

experiment subjects. speclflcally 
those wbo were dearly misled by 
government scientists and sutrered 

. physical harm from the tests. 
In a controversial move, the 

panel rejected the need for contin• 
ued medical monitoring ror any 
experiment subjects, saying there 
was no medical justification. 
Groups representing the subjects 
strongly criticized that decision 

7 
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ige cement mixer, When the government aoes wrong, we 
vho was injected al a have a moral responsibility to admit 

rdiitrv- aft M

Please see VICTIMS, page AS
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Radiation victims to be compensated
By Richard Powyfeon could qualify for compensation, includ- families and to their communities.

* N«*»-SertM Wrtwgkmburaau >°g an Oak Ridge cement mixer, When the government does wrong, we

Ebeneezer Cade, w!
WASHINGTON — President Clin- federal facility with radioactive pluto- it. 

ton on Tuesday offered a government mum in 1945 after he was severely in-  . 
apology to victims and their relatives jured in an auto accident. He died eight report written by a commission be ap- 

L ■ • -
“The United Slates of America of- extent of experimental radiation treat-

Clinton was reacting to a 925-page

for radiation experiments on humans years later. pointed 18 months ago to examine the
without their consent in the 1940s to ' '“d'_ * " * ‘ “ I .
mid-19708, and told his cabinet to de- fe/s a sincere apology to those of our ments on humans since World War II as 
tennine fair compensation for them. citizens who were subjected to these ex- 

Perhaps 30 or many more persons periments,” Clinton said, “to their

>



CONTINUED

epoi
ide;

ngerous thev were to humans. 
Steve Klaidman, a spokesman

r

14

ation Experiments was to deter- tim, Emma Craft of Nashville, said it does^t have he? 

f?0ke bri.efly CHnton raore. ®n«i she stiii h«
ments and whoihar iho treat. “m_e S STS; XS? xX£

„ into in 
that's wha

clear.

sory Committee on Human Radi-

Victims
Continued from page Al ment were given to them Without the"
part or federal studie. on the er. !SJ 

fects of radiation on nuclear plant representations were made by room shewi askl* bv * h 

workers nuhtarype^nn/^d scientists or physicians durinj Jn& thouSi“h?^ 
afkr°nae?t4-,n 3Poce’ Th? wm non-therapeutic treatment. commission did a thoroi
other studies was sometimes un- Congress ultimatelv will de. InnK^ ,-rt«

■h’ra«ainton ape

H«el 01^tfaRonVl^

'reporte
. 'esidenti

Congrew uitimateiy'wlll de- ezpe’Slni? 1

Part of the work of the Advi cide if oompensation will be paid, which she was involved. Cra 
rart of the work of the Adyi- and how much. said: “No I don’t ™ilv thint

sory Committee on Human Rai- One potential experiment vic- has.” She said the hospital hi 
ation Etanmenta was to deter- tim, Emma Craft of Nashville, said it does^t have herP 2cor! 

«V ”?«. wl «*>• «iU ha«n

ments and whether the treat- diation victims and the’ 14 i
ments were therapeutic, and how dential commission mem
dangerous they were to humans, r- -

presi- Her attorney, Jackie Kittre 
members, of Knoxville, who also was pre; 

Holdings large photograph of her ent for Clinton’s speech, said th 
rx- fk ----- decBased lO-year-old daughter commission’s final report did nc

£LlhdM0,“>mdT0Bj 3aidt!le Carojyn, Craft told Clinton about focus much on the vSderbilt ex 
panel did not determine exactly her daughter dying of cancer in periments. “I think that the 
how many persons might be due 1959, 11 years after Craft be- didn’t have the resources or Em 

^m?nn’u b^Ok ^hapB lrCVvS Vanderbilt Hospital in of didn’t prioritize getting intoto 
SnnaSnrf tundr^fl 0T NashyJle gave her radioactive io- dividual cases, an% that’s wha
thousands. We don t know. dine for a nutrition- study when the courts are for.”



 N& vvsExpr&ss/

i^b^0DAY WEDNESDAY octo1^ T955H7

t

Clinton apologizes for radiation tests
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lects what they thought they 
. had to know," says Kenneth

I

•»?

•I sity- “But were they upfront
, • with them? In some cases they 
• were. ... The main problem

•h.-

.»•

By Shane Young. AP
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Moasman, professor of health' 

. j, physics at Arizona State Univer-

it- 

I) '\
I’

Seeks to right 
the wrongs of

■ 30-year effort
-By Paul Hoversten

i USA TODAY

•l'

: i
I
* war as a beckdrop, researchers

• jn * .v
-A'-.

U?'' I :
■r :.lr-

WSA 
roiW

"Most people doing these ex­
periments revealed to the sub-

rL : • '

AP 
EXPERIMENTAL: The test subject 
above, in a photo released by the Ener­
gy Department, was iqected with ra­
dioactive tracers at Donner Laboratory 
In California In 1968. At left. HiaroW Bb

'.r

k

i.MMOTa I w pi UVIUG | UltAJlUU IUIIUW-UU. I

those classified I that the government sometimes for injuries he says he suffered* / 
e says. “And of, used “vulnerable" people - He yas one of 67 Inmates to’ / * 

children, prisoners,, the poor, have their testicles irradiated in*’ » C

L- . We wanted a strong defense 
*” * ’ says

•

was about informed consent" 
With the threat of nuclear .

• considered as cnicial tonatioih .
I al security all data on how the 1 

body absorbed radiation. 
; • very sPec^ time.

• but there were exceses,"

Ruth Faden, professor of healti 
•policy at Johns Hopkins Univer/;

tracers at Dnniwx I sity and head of the presidential
' ‘adrisory commission.

Harold Bibeau considers, 
t excesses.. 

iBtheau, 53, a draftsman in Poii 
'land, doesn’t want an apology*. 
He just wants the goveramenj 
to provide i medical follow-up

proft
An unprecedented probe Into

I a secret Cold War program that
I made thousands of Americans
! unwitting victims of radiation
i experiments drew to a close
■ Tuesday, after two years of sift­

ing through millions of former­
ly classified Oles.

The end came with President
Clinton’s apology to the victims
In one of the most troubling

■ chapters In U.S. history.
“When the government does

wrong, we have a moral respon-
• sibility to admit It,” Clinton said,

accepting an advisory panel re- '
port urging government com­
pensation to victims if they
were clearly misled and suf- ...
feted physical harm from tests. “The story ... has many 

. Ointon ordered a govern- pieces," says Energy Secretary 
ment-wide review of research Hazel O'Leary, who launched 
involving human subjects. Since tite probe in December 1993 by 1 
1974, government agencies unlocking millions of secret 
have had strict guidelines gov- ,u .. . „
eraing such espcrlmcB. re- J^uE^SS

“There's a very positive and •

1 Bl■Ai'

l&l

® is

Bibeau says pertormed radiation tests
In Oregon in 1965. Bibeau say:> he now 
suffers from pain and rashes.

good side" to the Information
contained in C
documents, she says. “And of,
.course, there. Is a dark side.” < . . 

The 4,000 experiments, from minorities, the terminally ill — an experiment at Oregon State
1944 to 1974, led to advances In as subjects. The records hark to Prison, where he was serving
nuclear medicine and ways of a time when Americans were time for voluntary manslaugh-
diagnosing and treating cancers Inclined to let the government - ter. An additional 74 priyy^n
and other illnesses. - decide what was best for them.,

But the commission found :

have had strict guidelines gov-

quiring informed consent
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were tested In Washington', 
state. ' :*■;

In 1965, Blbeau lowered hi»< 
testicles Into wann water and 
received a dose' ot radiation 
stronger than that ot 20 modern 
diagnostic X-rays. In exchange* 
he got a stipend of $5 a month.

Blbeau now says he has. 
lumps in his body and suffen 
testicular pain and rashes that 
other test Inmates also report " 

“If you’re going to have ex­
periments on humans, Ifs thd 
responsibility of the physiciarp 
to make sure these people have 
a medical follow-up," he says. 
“We were lied to.”

Faden says the search yield­
ed about all it can: “We cast our 
nets as wide and far as humanly 
possible. But when you’re tak; 
Ing on a project as large as this, 
there’s always another archive 
around the corner or another 
collection In the basement'* ...•



President apologizes to unwitting victims

■ A series of experiments from outraged" by the plutonium 
15 to 1947 in which 18 people experiments and recommended that

sponsibility to admit it,'

accepting an advisory panel’s

> pay compensation injected with radioactive zirconium purpose of avoiding potential 
if they were clearly and the experiment was concealed, liability and publicembarrassment,"

era experiments, various details of 
which nave surfaced in recent years.

panel urged the government to issue 
a formal apology in some of these
experiments.

r

15
(Sierifleant Clip* October 4. 1995)

Las Vegas SUN, 10/3/95 (3B)
(Circulation: 39,000 daily; 220,300 Sunday)

government to 
to the victims i
misled and suffered physical harm 
from the tests. a  

Of an estimated 4,000 Cold were conducted on hundreds of on 
War-era experiments, the Advisory patients from 1942 until the early

Reparations urged in 3 

radiation cases

■ A series of total-body radiation the presidential panel concluded, 
experimentfl. Such experiments calling the experiments “assaults 

i privacy and individual rights."
The advisory committee was less 

certain about how to deal with some 
of the other questionable Cold War-

These cases included the 
irradiation of prisoners’ testicles 
in Washington and Oregon, 
experiments involving children 
at the Fernaid School in . 
Massachusetts, and research on 
pregnant women at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tenn.

 "It’s possible that people there 
were harmed. And if they were 
harmed, they ought to be 
compensated,” said Faden. The

1970s at the University of Cincinnati 
and at least four other colleges. It 

« was unclear how many of the tests
SUN.W1R£ REPORTS Committee on Human Radiation would be eligible for compensation.

. WASHINGTON - Closing a Experiments singled out three where Dr. Ruth Faden, the panel’s 
chapter on three decades of human it said compensation clearly is chairwoman, said Monday that 
radiation experiments, President warranted: committee members were “morally
Clinton today apologized to the ■ A series of experiments from outraged" by the plutonium 
unwitting victims. “When the 1945 to 1947 in which 18 people experiments and recommended that 
government does wrong, we have at the University of Rochester the victims* famHiPs rpr-Ai w financial 
a moral responsibility to admit it," and three other universities were compensation even if direct physical’ 
Clinton said. injected with radioactive plutonium harm cannot be proven.

He issued the apology after without their knowledge. The cases involved "deliberate
. ’ „ * “J BA 1948 test in which a patient attempts.... to conceal (the

900-page study that urged the at the University of California was experiments) for the declared
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Clinton Apologizes for Radiation Tests

16

■ Experiments: Cabinet 
will study compensation 
for some victims and their 
families. About 4,000 
secret studies through 1974 

were disclosed. .

Bv MARLENE CIMONS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

w
upon learning about people's re­
sponses to new medicines, to new 
cullins-cdgc treatments, ... but 
there is a right way and a wrong 
way to do it"

'T'he work began when many 
1 such Studies were undertaken 

" in secret to help understand radia­
tion risks to -workers- involved- in.......
the development of the atomic 
bomb. This was long before it 
became standard practice to issue 
"informed consent" to medical re­
search subjects, laying out the risks

Clinton said some of the experi­
ments performed during that peri­
od "were unethical not only by 
today’s standards but by the stand­
ards of the time. They failed both 
the test of our national values and

The experiments "were shroud­

national security but for the simple 
fear of embarrassment, and that 
was wrong,” he added.

The experiments ended in 1974, 
when the government recognized 
the need to protect human subjects 
and established regulations that 
govern human research.

open for additional restitution. En- He acknowledged that medical 
ergy-Secretary Ha?el O‘Leary~$aid .and scientific progress "depends 
TSarffiwvxew thafthere cou!'

iu/uh/jd uo;xu;jz

ASHINCTON-President
Clinton apologized Tuesday 

to the survivors and families of 
those who unknowingly were sub- 
tacts of government-sponsored ra­
diation experiments, and ordered 
hie Cabinet to dcviac u aystem of 
relief—including financial com­
pensation.

"When the government does 
wrong, we have a moral responsi­
bility to admit it," Clinton said, 
‘"rhe duty we owe to one another 
to tell the truth and to protect our 

' fellow citizens from excesses like 
these is one we can never walk 
away from.”

Saying "our government failed 
In that duty.” he apologized "to all 
the American people who must be 
able to rely upon the United States 
to keep its word to tell the truth 
and to du the right thing."

Clinton made the remarks as he 
accepted the recommendations Of 
an advisory committee he appoint­
ed to study the secret experiments, 
which began in 1944 and continued 
for three decades.

Although the panel studied 
about 4,000 radiation experiments 
that took place during that period, 
it recommended that only a hand­
ful of victims receive compensa.- 
Uon. Panel members specifically 
cited three experiments, including 

r

come out of her department’s 
budget. "We are ready and willing 
to begin a negotiation. One thing 
all of us want to avoid is a protract­
ed and expensive lawsuit against 
the government.”

Clinton also ordered a review of 
the procedures for government- 
sponsored research on humans and 
said he will create a bioethics 
advisory panel to police the re­
search process to “see to it that 
never again do we stray from the 
basic values of protecting our peo- - 

one project where 18 hospital pa­
tients, most of them terminally ill,
were unknowingly injected with
plutonium to determine how long 
the substance would remain in
their body.

The committee recommended
that several subjects of total-body
irradiation experiments conducted
during World War II, and the
subject of a zirconium injection
experiment, known only as Cal-Z,
abobe Included.

Nevertheless. Administration
officials appeared to leave the door pie and being straight with them.'

Id be-
"thousands, many thousands" of
individuals who deserve payment
but stressed that Ijoth the govern­
ment and the panel have b^n
hampered by poor or nonexistent
record-keeping during that time.

Since her department’s investi­
gation began, "of the 10,000 calls 
we received, about 3,000 individu­
als gave us enough information to
enable us to look in records and, in
all the searching of a quarter of a 
million pages, we found only 50
nainetheS^i^odf‘ the 18 subjects of anibene11?-,0/ pa£ucipation.

plutonium injections, however, she
said discussions regarding com­
pensation would begin immediate­
ly with their families.

The experiment, conducted from
1945 to 1947, was deemed neces- .
sary at the time to assess- the risks -iheltstw hunrantty. 
that workers faced when exposed The experiments were shroud- 
to such materials. One patient was ‘ nut-for a compelling reason ox
injected at Oak Ridge Hospital in
Oak Ridge. Tenn., 11 at the Uni­
versity of Rochester, three at the
University of Chicago and three at
a University of California campus.
It was unclear which facility was
involved.

O’Leary said the funds would
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apologized in the vlctii n of secret Cold 
War-era radiation experiments Tuesday
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HeXSdSred a go^ent^ compelling need for nation,! security, • 
view to make certain that the rights of but for the simple,fear of embarrass- ■

scut • I
o^ended that victims’o:

i

i
i

and promised great ir openness to 
guard against future abuses.

our citizens,” Clinton
House cere;
report documenting tiree

imoay whe c lie accepted a volved the Atomic Energy Commission, we have a moral responsibility to admit 
w—umentlng tiree decade, of th, department’s predecessor agency. . it," Clinton told an audience that in- 

auvermnent-sponsorec experiments on' Accepting the MO-pagc report, eluded a number of relatives of some of 
people, often without1 their clew con- Clinton said, . "The, United States of the victims of the most troubling exper-

medical benefit and they were .phyai- , Neyenheiess, a number oUx’ 

~Hflyai mjmrv uait! wiilr plutouium. were singled out as 
io to establish a task forceto clear violations of ethical and moral

oeonle. where it said compensation nium experiments. • „ffiy i, w "ranted. The committee members were "mor-

It oted a half dozen other cases that ally outraged" by the plutonium expert-. 
. he for uomoansa- merits and recommended victims tami-

------ kL a.___experiments from 1944 to 1974 be finan-' familiw -nd to their communities.’’.
______ TOBAMOoiau nrress compeusnled la cases where the .The panel documented some 4,000 ro- 

government or reswrehers deliberately diation experiments, but said most "are 
WASHINGTON — I resident Clinton misled them, or where there was no unlikely to have caused physical harm."

Circulation: Daily 24.000
Sunday: 21,000

Page No. ofAnide: A 5 
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Victims of radiation 
;peninents get apology;

VUJUlwU XUU| • AUG, UUKVM WA VMV «aww

America offer* a sincere apology to iments.
iber advisory panel has rec- those of our citizens who. were aub- Promising to prevent future abuses, 
that victlnS of the radiation jected to these experiments, to their the president established the National 

•

Bioethics Advisory Conuniwinn to help cal manner, but others - including the: 
Shape policy regarding research to as- plutonium experiments — were wrong.

■ sure protection of human test subjects, and often shrouded in secrecy opt fa: a 
He aleu ordered a government-wide re compelhng need for national security, 
view to make certain that the rights Of but for the simple , fear of embarrass- ■

‘ "aUncr-udthcAM.™,Commit-.

The advisory panel singled out only tee on Human Radiation Experiments in • 
three experiments, involving about 30 late 1993 after disclosure of the pluto- 
oaonle. where it said compensation nium experiments. • „ ' 'de£ly i» w "ranted. The committee members were "mor-

It oted a half dozen other cases that ally outraged" by the plutonium expert-. 
might be "candidates’’ for eompansa- ments and recommended victims tami-
rinn if the test subjects were found to lies receive financial
have suffered physical harm. even if direct physical harm cannot be.

Clinton said most of the Cold War-era proven, said Dr. Ruth Fadan, the panel s 
experiments were conducted in an ethi- chairwoman.

Energy Si
.......... .  .................. ........... sheplannei ____
"We will no longer hide the truth from examine who might be eligible for com- standards.
——t..  ----- ’ at M White pensation. Most of the experimenta in- "When the government does, wrong.
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dr human tests: Bb

ay apologized to the unwitting vic- ties, Clinton saia. ovncri- It also called for compensation in help shape policy regarding research
- ptrforid “ iSs.XJr co»»eS?<>“S Ke “pSUnUl In- on human b.o.og, and behavior. He 
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&SHINGTON — Closing a chapter 
liree decades of human radiation 
:riments. President Clinton yes- 
ay apologized to the unwitting vic-

and research on pregnant women at

Promising to prevent future abuses, .... ...

Bioethics Advisory Commission to
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... __________  -- military bases — were done ethically,
t urging the government to compen- Clinton said.

■ -- But others were wrong, even by the
standard of the times, and were hid-

n the tests. den from the pnbl‘c. he.5®**1-
)n behalf of another generation of
erican leaders and another genera- L

tion of American citizens, the United 
States of America offers a sincere 
apology to those of our citizens who 
were subjected to these experiments, 
to their families and to their communi­
ties.'* Clinton said.

periment in which individuals were 
subjected to whole-body radiation.

But the panel said it needed more

• October 4,NEV995tK daily news October a, 1995 

Original

for the simple fear of embarrassment.” testicles in Washington and Oregon, 

Clinton said. «•
The panel recommended compen-: Vanderbilt University in Nashville.

sating families of 18 hospital patients 7—1
injected with plutonium without their the president established the National 
knowledge in the 1940s. -------------------- ---

-'We will no longer hide the truth 
from our citizens,” he said.

.... - -  Ruth Faden, the ethicist who head­
evidence before recommending com- ed the advisory panel, said the govern­

ment must work to see that “what hap-

1

■a

;s

an advisory panel’s 900-page re-

• the victims if they were clearly 
led and suffered physical harm



I

PAGE 24 THE oak ridger. oak ridge, tn..
TUESDAY. OCTOBER 3. 1995

Panel: J

hann.

r

19CONTINUED

compensate
radiation
victims
by H. Josef Hebert

I Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
presidential advisory com­
mittee is urging the govern­

ment to pay compensation to 
I victims of human radiation 

experiments if they were 
clearly misled and suffered 

I physical harm from the tests. 
But the advisory panel in 

its report to President Clin­
ton is singling out only three 
experiments where it says

I compensation clearly is war- 
I ranted.

One of the three involved 
a man injected with plutoni­
um at the Oak Ridge Hospi- 
tai in 1945.

Other Oak Ridge experi­
ments. 31 in all, were not 
among those singled out for 
criticism. Most of these 

were conducted by a cancer 
research hospital operated 
by Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities and its prede­
cessor, the Oak Ridge Insti- I 

tute of Nuclear Studies.
Others were conducted at 

Qak Ridge I
JfiQf. and one occurred at the I 
Oak Ridge Y-12 Plant. 

rhe fanei sdys mosTof 
the 4.000 Cold War-era ex­
periments it documented in­
volved small amounts of ra- I 

diation and “are unlikely to 
have caused physical
harm.”

The 14-member panel 
also recommends against the 

government notifying vic- j 
tims of radiation tests or I 

conducting medical follow- 

up tests, concluding that in 
most cases that would be of 
little benefit.

Instead. Clinton today I 

was expected to immediate-
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calhann cannoi be proven. 
••Tk—________ _

years.

The panel also recommended fi-

vApcmucoui injection of a 
person in the 1940s with zirconiumwith the panel's findings.

oom-

tial panel concluded, calling Ibe ea-

menu, but did not have coougl in. committee ...compensalioo even it dieee, .nit. othe, <££2^

«

r\j
o

The cases involved "deliberate 

meats) for the declared purpose of

PANEL:
Continued from Page 1A

»..b Fade^ tb. p..er. rt,it. t^^

£?“I’'* “L^Hghta." y

fion al this time.

Referring to the low^kxsc radia­

tion of prisoners’ testicles h'wasb- SCr/00.1, *be r?por‘ said “‘here is

Clinton directed ibe Advisory S’*0 cxPerin,eo‘ were Urmed. And if they

‘■aramd, they cgn,

=“S “srr ^5%=!==“=-.» t--SS=a^
panel look place over three decades

Faden told reporters the panel be-

sponsored cxperiinenCbut the pro­
cess should start by providing them 

- --jumenls.
"it is absolutely imperative that 

this nation never again conduct se­
cret research on human subjects ” 
Faden said. "We don’t want 50 
years from now there to be another 

------- investigating allega-
Itoos of abuses of human subjects ”

woman, said Monday that commit­
lee members were "morally —* 
raged" f-........................
ments and recommended tha? the 
victims’ families receive financial

The advisory committee was less 
certain about how to deal with some

pensalton policy.

School io Massachusetts, and

derbilt University in Nashville.

era experiments, various details of 
w^,2h have surfaced in recent

These cases included the inadia- e°hn <MPeriD,eD*« « ‘he Feroald

sufficient evidence that

apology.

The experiments reviewed by the

"It’s possible that peopleTthere beKinn‘ng •" the 1940s^ ’

J were Faden told reporters the panel be-
sated ’ ’ said'feX'---------‘,cvcd resoundingly that individuals

, said Faden. have a right to know whether they
l he committee outlined a were subjected to a government­

framework" that calls for oom- r--------- ‘
pcnsaUon io any experiments where l-------- --- u,
subjects were deliberately misled efficient access Io doci 
and did not give clear consent, and 
physical harm can be shown. Faden

. I role out 
eventual compensation io connec­
tion with these and other experi-

formation to recommend compensa-

There was active misrepresen- 
______ Uli'?0 You can call it lying” to the

ly accept a recommendation to subjcct* of ^e plutonium experi- 
speed the release of documcoto and ?e.0,s ai,d ,heif families, said 
j----  .. . C.J—------ --

public, so that individuals seeking HoPkuis University, 
iofoonalioo about radiation experi- panel also recommended fi-

their research, said sourc^ fa^j/w wilh ,h? e«P®rin>«»tal injectio7of
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w ivag. we nave a moral resLwusIIul- 
tty to admit «t." Clinton sail “The .
duty we owe to one another to tall '

keep ns woru to tell tne truth and to 
do the right thing.”

■ i

:r
:

2>

a

that duty.” he apologized to all we 

to rely upon 'the United States to

Z8Z 586 9987 
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President 
apologizes 
for testing 
on humans
■The chief executive says the 
government failed in its duty to 
toil the truth about radiation 
experments from 1944 to 1974
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___________ Tha -ATHTnif+go alwj recommendvd
the. truth and to prulett our fellow that several subjects of total body to-
atizens from exnesses Hire these is . radiation experiments conducted 
onawa ent! n<?^rr away from.'' I during World War IT, and the snh-

Saymg “our guveruinesit fettled in 1 ject of a ztrconiuin injection esperi 
that dory.” he apologized "to all We men, known, only as Cal-Z, also be • against the government.” 
American. peopia who must be able ’ Inrinded.
to rely upon the United States to Ncvcrthclccc, administration offi-
keep ns worn to tell tne truth and to dais appeared to Imve ihc dooi 
do the right thing.” open lor additional restitution. H '

And, in. proposing a system of res . wannnted.. 
| ”4 •«*!..._ *-_  _  - - - •____ 4.«_____ w ■ «

are moments whan words alone are i
not enough.”

Clinton made lhe as he
accepted rhe recommendations or an
advisory mnunittoe he appomted to
study the secret experiments, which
befcini hi ism and contmuEd -tbr
three decades.

Although the panel studied about
4.000 raciatioti experimenls that
WOK Place during Hurt period, it tws
onnnwirferi that only a handful of
vmtims receive muipeusation. Panel
memtwrs spediicauy cited three ex­
periment. Including one pregeet
"nere 13 hospital patients, most of
them teminally ni, were unknow-
insly tnjerad with plutonium to de­
termine how long the eubstanc® r»-
named m their Uidies. i

to tha caM of the 18 subgecn nf 
plutouiuiu Injections, however, she 
yairt fliscUSSlOllS regarding compen­
sation would begin immediately 
with their families.

■file experiment, conducted be- • 
tween 1945 and 1947 was deemed ; 
necessary at the tunc to axccc the : 
risks-that workers ftred. wheu cv ’ 
posed to snrii materials.

One .pedant was injected at Oak . 
Ridge Hospital In Oak Ridge, Term-; 
ii at the University, of Rochestax 
three at the Untverrity-of Chieago-. 
and three ai (he University of CaH- . 
fornia.

O’Leary eaid the would
. come out uf her departments budg- .

“Wft 2T9 apd wiTKng tn

begui a negotiation,” she said. “One 
thing all of ns want tn avoid, is a pro­
tracted and expensive lawsuit: 

XA1„_-----------*-
' Cnnton also ordered a review of i 
th* procedures involving all ; 
government-sponsored research an [ 
humans and said he win creato a; 
bioethics advisory commission to : 
police the research proceca.

BV MARLENE C1MONS_______ ___
Li Tima.- rocr Sorviea

WASHINGTON — ^resident Clin­
ton apologized Tuesday to the survi­
vors and feumiies of those who un­
knowingly were subjects of --------------------------

. gnvernmenbaponsored radiation ar- President Clinton holds a copy of 
periments. lie ordered his Cabinet the report from the Advisory Com- 
to devise a system or relief — induct mrttee on Homan Radiation Experi- 
tagfeanrial compensation. merits on Tuesday at the Whit*

“when the government does Huuav*

F e

tiluLiuu. he added. “We know there i -

I be “thousondc, many thousand*” of : 
individuals wlu> deserved payiutur, 
but she stressed that both the gov. 
•remont and the panel had been 
Lauipered by poor or nonexistent 
record-keebins durmg war time oe- 
riod.

Since her department’s investiga­
tion began, “of the w.uuu calls we re­
ceived. about 3.oon individnale gav® 
us enough information to enable us 
w look in records and, to all the 
smrriiing of a cjnarter of a mfllton 
pages, wc found only 60 names," she 
cairt
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1

p.*’ three decades.

with their families regarding com-periments. including

during World War D. and the subject

additional restitution, if warranted.

study the secret experiments, which

about JLOOO" Individuals _gave_ us
““ .?£protecting our people."

r
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ins of • “of a XoVS' 

mpnd dUfi.nS ,h?1 pcnod' ’t rccom- wq found only 50 names " she said
S OnIy a handfu! of vic- As for the 18 subject” of plutonium 

^LrCOmi?ensatiou- Panel Injections, however, she said talks 
SrkiTmc Kt1*?1 y CKed three ex' W1,h their families residing couh 
whS l?hosS MHPn\Pr°jCCt in p7hsotion wou,d begin immediately. 

, nospital patients, most of The experiment, conducted be- 
SinSd1''’ k ’IWere unknow' Tween 1945 and IM’ was deemed
temin2Jh^di ,th Plut0Clum 10 de- necessary at the time to assess the

^ °n? ^^nce re- risks that workers faced when ex-

began jn 1944 and continued for

a negotiation." she said. “One thing 
fill f\t ••»«*«»* *— —-.— J J •_
and expensive lawsuit against the 
government."

Clinton also ordered a review of 
procedures involving all government- 
sponsored research on humans, and 
said he would create a bioethics advi- 
son- panel to “see to it thot never 
again do we stray from the basic val-

mained in their bodies.
The committee also recommended

/Burrellis News^^

°f t0taIbod-V Rid8e H^pital in Tannest: l*at the 
irradiation experiments conducted JniveraLtxpf Rochester .VY^three at

Clinton apologizes, vows compensation 

for victims of radiation tests

But administration officials ap- ou?a’d the fund.s would come

■«p=»8asys,emof;rau.
ition, he added: “We know there are ?Jd5 hat there could and expensive lawsuit

n By Marlene Cimona
F. . LOS axceies times

WASHINGTON - President Clin-
ton yesterday apologized to the survi­
vors and families of those who un-
knowinglj' were subjects of
government-sponsored radiation ex­
periments, and ordered his cabinet
to devise n system of relief — includ­
ing financial compensation.

"When the government does
wrong, wc have a moral responsibil­
ity to admit it.” Clinton said. “The
dutj’ we owe to one another to tell
the truth and to protect our fellow 
citizens from excesses like these is

one we can never walk away from."
Saying “our government failed in

that duty.’’ he apologized “to all the
American people who must be able to

Jhe'XniS *e trulh and d0 ad"*nfl’ °0-“-open -fo-r

tution, he added: “We know there are
moments when words alone are not 
enough."

Clinton made the remarks as he

be “many thousands” of individuals 
who deserved payment, but stressed 

-...............  jemarxs as ne Ihat ,^th the government and the

accepted the recommendations of an P°°r °r

During her department’s investiga­
tion, “of the 10,000 calls we received,

-----------------when ex­
posed to such materials. 

One patient was injected at Oak

October 4,1995
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expression was

ipson was declared not guilty, ac- 
ding to White House press secre-

vLiSr« S’'h'•?>» i-ry

23

Throughout the nation, 

a pause to hear decision

to watch on television as a Los Ange- his secretary’s office with several too 
les jury pronounced Orenthal James staffers. Clinton’s expression was 
Simpson not guilty of the murders of "somber” but he said? nothing as 
Nicole Rrown .^iiTin^An .*>nrl DnmM j___ ®

nomination.
So compelling was the denouement 

of the Simpson drama that even pow­
erful Washingtonians who are used 
to commanding the nation s atten­
tion recognized that they had beer, 
upstaged. 

and Health and Human Services Sec- 
retary Donna Shalala changed the 
time of a news conference on Cold 
War-era secret radiation experi­
ments to avoid contlict with the ver­
dict. Sen. Sam Xunn (D.. Ga.) delayed,

ence at which he was expected to

From wheatfields to the White House,, activity 
stopped. People dropped what they were doing.

- ~ By fif'd ther Drwar
j tXQVIR-EWASHtXC-.OVDVBKA;

For a moment, the whole nation
stood still.

In California, golfers checked
their swings on the windswept links
of the Pebble Beach Country Club. In
a Kansas Wheatfield, a farmer
stopped amid’ his freshly planted

♦ AA —   A-.   • ■
Outside Minneapolis, slot
- z •• •• - -

dian Casino. .And on the New York

ence at which he was expected to 
announce whether he intended to 
retire in 1996.

At 12:58 p.in.. President Clinton

Goldman. The time was 1:09 p.m 
Eastern Daylight Time.

Americans may have been divided

satellite feed to inform the crew of 
one Navy ship in the Persian Gulf. A 
short time after the verdict was an­
nounced. the aircraft carrier Inde- ‘ 
peudence placed an urgent maritime 
satellite call to Navy officials in the 
Pentagon. The "Indy" had been con­
ducting flight operations and had 
missed the broadcasts of the verdict 

Public affairs officers pulled out a 
r—o— __ videotape of the verdict and replayed
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary someone held the phone’re-

“ u ceiver next to rhe IV speaker. A Navy 
spokesman said the tape was piped 
throughout the Independence and 
probably was relayed to other vessels 
in its battle group as well. 

At the nation's major stock and 
commodities exchanges, traders re­
acted with a mixture of emotions — 
but quickly resumed their business, 

’it was dead, dead, dead at I 
o’clock,’’ said Tntdi Schraner, a trad­
er at Neuberger & Berman, a Now 
York money-management firm. 
“Trading basically stopped. 

"People were placing bets. ” she 
said. “Ican'i remember the last time 
there’s been a reaction like this in 
the 10 years I've been trading. 

At the Chicago Board of Trade, the 
country's biggest commodities ex­
change. dozens of TV sets were tuned 
to the trial.

"There was an immediate reaction 
on the floor." said spokeswoman 
Deborah Kostroun. ’’Some people 
couldn't believe it and some people 
were cheering It lasted less than 

world half a second." -

Lt Coi.

: opera-

their fascination with the double­
murder case and its excruciatingly 
tense closing moments. ----------------------UII,U5U[S ana prav.
.rThrt £PS<?51 Verd’f ProbablJ' «- ers shouJd be with '.he families of the 
tracted the largest daytime televi- victims of this terrible crime ’’

1^r?hV^e/riSv\raHn>.gS.Service’ Glenn Brady- the network’s openv 
nr rC1?’ headSUarters tions officer- “’d 1116 military took
?l.hLCh rch of Chnst of ABC’s live feed of the event, encrypt- 
Latter-day Saints, things slowed ed It at an Air Force facility in Call- 

t^°.1?,even'body fornia, and then sent it off through 
said OK. Back to work, said Clay- satellites and ground stations. 

_t,°n Newell, a spokesman for the de- The military also used a special

their swings on the windswept links
of the Pebble Beach Country Club. In
a Kansas Wheatfield, a farmer
stopped amid’ his freshly planted 
winter crop to turn on a radio.

Outside Minneapolis, slot ma­
chines fell silent ar Mystic Lake In­
dian Casino. .And on the New York 

. Cotton Exchange, trading in frozen 
r— ’ ’
when all the traders decamped to a 
local bar.

Even in the White House, activity

... - — — '• - --•g— MAA* WWW* kiut T J VAJAU
les jury pronounced Orenthal James staffers. Clinton’s

Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Simi

con  
tary Michael McCurry.

The President then wrote a terse

verdict. Our system of justice re­
quires respect for their decision. Al 
this moment our thoughts and prav- 

victims of this terrible crime.''
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When the government does wrong, we have a

Clinton apologizes for

wrong, we have a moral responsl-

*

t

24

Ad^sory panel reports 
on tests in Cold War

radiation experiments
moral responsibility to admit it. ’ - curt»n

ing a White House ceremony at" of cancer in 1959, 11 years after 
which he accepted the final report Craft believes Vanderbilt Hospital' 

w —»»» was y saw* •■awawvawaa * w aww-a^w •» sawal

ton apologued Tuesday to victuus Hur; ian Radiation Experiments. she was pregnant as part of a gov-
• — or their surviving family mem- Several victims of the experi- emment-funded radiation study, 

bers — who were harmed by ments and their families attended.- The Vanderbilt study, which is 
human radiation experiments Ar the end, Clinton went down . the focus of a class-action lawsuit, 
conducted by the federal govern- into the audience and reached out is one of 4,000 govemment-spon-

Karan MacThwioe
Soippe Howard News Senier

WASHINQTOK — President Clin- ©f the Advisory Committed on gave her radioactive iodine when

sored Cold War experiments’in-

ple that are detallied Tn'the advi­
sory committee’s 900-page
report.

The advisory panel found that

the experiments, including a top^
L.

which 18 people were injected said it marked an important step to 
with plutonium without their righting past wrongs. He added 
knowledge or consent that its lessons "must be engraved

ment during the Cold War. to them, including Emma Craft of
“When the government does Nashville, Tenn.

 . Holding a large photograph of -
bility to admit it” Clinton said. her daughter, Carolyn, Craft told 

Clinton issued the apology dur- Clinton about her daughter dying

sored Cold War experiments’ in- veiled by The AlbwjMnjue Tti- 

“ * PuKtrer Prize-winning 
‘ series in November 1993, led

Clinton to form the advisory 
committee in 1994. The Tribune 

^‘irwe/do^-i0^ “ a Scripps Howard newspaper, 

the experiments, including a top- Calling the committee s report a 
secret test from 1945-1947 in “rnonumentaJ! document,” Clinton

with plutonium without’their righting past wrongs. He added 
knowledge or consent that its lessons "must be engraved

The details of that case, re- on our national memory.”
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'ears.

identified 17 of 18 people who

without their knowledge or con- the ends — safeguarding nuclear 
Sent. wnrkprs cnIHiarc nr

At the same time, scientists also 
conducted experiments to test the 

' ' ; new field of nuclear

Report reveals 

motives, methods 
of experiments

The White * House Advisory 

Experiments took 18 months to 

ry of the government's role in

On Tuesday Clinton released

™ safe for
geoning atomic industry. Their 
quest was further spurred by the 
Cold War nuclear-arms race.

CONTINUED

25

some experiments, scientists 
injected people with plutonium and 
other radioactive substances

See RADIATION on 34A

Lab worker’s accident
prompted secret tests
to learn safe radiation
levels, monitor exposurf
By Karen MacPherson *

Scripps Howard News Service —
WASHINGTON - Don Mastick

was working at the Los Alamos

u* nu^un
1944 when a glass vial containing 
plutonium burst, splattering the 
radioactive material on his face 
and into his mouth.

Mastick, a 23-year-old chemist, conoucieo e: 
immediately rushed to the office tools of the

port, much of it detailing what the 
14-member advisory committee 
calls "a matter for national re­
gret.’’

Here’s an overview of what the 
committee discovered. '

Goal was to determine safe level

The goal of the human radiation 
experiments was clear: Scientists 
sought to determine how much 
exposure to radioactive materials 

geoning atomic industry. Their

rr 4, ,■ . J juomy uic means —Committee on Human Radiation using unwitting people as guinea 
Experiments took 18 months to pigs. 8
unearth and interpret the full sto- In
i. * _ _ _____

human radiation experiments.

the committee’s 2,000-page re­

pumped Mastick s stomach and these scientists created treat- 
ordered Mastick to retrieve the ments that have saved countless 
p utonmm — the lab s entire sup- lives in the past 50 years.

-------- --- From to 1974t govern. 

ment-sponsored scientists con- 

tion experiments on tens of

, . ,---------- Most of these-tests, involving
durmg the next three decades. small “tracer" doses of radioactive 

Just m the last two years, the materials, probably caused little 
story of the human radiation ex- harm and greatly helped advance

identified 17 of 18 people who Some experiments, however, 
plutonium presented a darker side, in which 

workers, soldiers or citizens — 
were used to justify the means —

Ne wsExpr&ss/

October 4,1995

ordered Mastick to retrieve the

ply — from the contents.
Today Mastick says he has suf- sulcnus[5 con.

fered no apparent ill effects from ducted at least 4,000 human radia- 
the experience. But his accident
helped spark an intensive program thousands of people.
of human-radiation experiments Most of these tests, involving

• small “tracer" doses of radioactive 

r caused little

govern-
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determine ho^ to; monitor the exposure of nuclear
RADIATION from 26A

edSK seeking permission to exhume the

on

In 1944 scientists were serous to tether data on the
protect researchers and workers in nosed wi iments ef£ts on humans. More than

the nascent nuclear industry. th T^TnlnmniumMoeriments pro- 200,000 people, including civilians,
Mastick’s accident convinced wer’e involved in the tests dunng

top Manhattan Project officials that
i « __

!
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vided crucial data that allowed sci- 
^neeTd^VTerform’ entists to < 2.

tonium injected into his body.
During this time, federally fund- 

periments in which unwitting pa­
tients at the University of 
Rochester in New York were

•them^T to Oak .Ridge. Tenn. He hadjseen •■top secret. . .
J w——------------- *

“‘iblished in scientific journals, the

ally offered a medical benefit. Not 
so with the radiation experiments, 

claimed that only those people

K-

experiments to
------ detect radioactive substances in -------

workers' bodies. Most importantly, tern is stiUused today.

radioactive cereal to mentally re- ic workers from overexposure to 
tarded children or measured the ra^^vematenate.  ̂ .
radioactive exposure of Navajo In­
dian uranium miners without wani-

i-„
near-certain death.

CiO, 14*V-**V****J • • X

comatose patients, prison inmates
and poverty-stricken minorities.

These questionable experiments
often were stamped “top secret" as 
scientists used the cloak of national
security to justify and hide their
actions. Government officials coop-
rXV^men“then'idetaiis tajeciS'with uranium and poloni-

'“wuth of the behavior recounted it was common for happened to theirTovedoneS-

. were involved in the tests during 

develop a system to the 1950s.

byZ report w^be  ̂ the^beneht, offered by

gu • nil,, a mpdical benefit. Not <

Uiinhumanresearcb. 

.. S^eTup^theissueopth  ̂ “LKiffoS: -earcWng the ef-

^.SthefsUieinjeg. ^S~^ci- 

______anhctc nnirklv saw a nedd and an

seShKed the first of IS sied a policy to ensure ~

“Some scientists seemed to favor whored"• Hetad’bem 
exoerimentation on the most vul- in Oak Ridge. Tenn. He had been
nerable: newborns, nursinS moth- pitafsjJCe an auto acci- published in scienunc juuu.ma,

ers, mentally retarded children. Army ^osp story wasn’t revealed until
n.npnt^ orison inmates de^ ^k J E during a 1970s -

follow-up, families of plutonium 
victims were lied to by officials 

victims’ bodies.
In fact, until the Tribune pub­

lished the names of 17 of the 18 
people injected, surviving family 
members had no idea what had

&'st's”were excited about 
” r nu- Uiv 41VW444‘^ ——---- -

clear medicine, and the AEC ac- 
lively promoted the use of radio-

Meanwhiie’‘”the Defense De­

workers to radioactivity. The sys-

When the Atomic Energy Com­
mission was created on Jan. 1, 
1947, officials were stunned to 
learn of the circumstances of the 
plutonium experiments. They is-

October 4,1995

urn.
Although it was common

But several of the 18 people inject-

ed wtth -hsuqJSly-saw aneUdaud

On April 10, 1945, federal re-

,. Ebb Cade jects used in experiments knew 
about the tests. Then, details of the 
plutonium injections were declared 
i4x —— a **

Although the tests’ results were

under current l .
Jished by the government in 1974. 

-But the advisory committee be­
lieves even those guidelines should

be given a prominent place in all 
government research.
Subjects unwittingly injected

I



SEATTLE POST IMTELLINQE?4CER

Jg/

Panel cells f<

people Who tookna— way look . "■ -^vavot or one expenznenE r, „ w,iU conauciea me
■4’QQ0 bumaa^rariiaion saying he may go to coarr to ga the federal Heller, acknowledged after the

Conklin of the state Health Department
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A presidennal panel today will rail for ■ ton state Health Department.

is a unit of radiarirm absorption by the 
a - >. ..

ciHicism from radtarinn victhns who rhamr- 
terized it as too narrow.

The report was sdieduied to be formally 
announced and presented to Clintnn in a 
White House bnefing today. A draft

10/03/95 11:03:10
10/03/95 .06:58

gsBai jftlBl
E^b^ore the panels tecominendarion to the being presented to dinton wfll said a State revS oTthe Sj 

ft^dm^Ornm was amwunced, it drew mdude suggestions for actions. showed inmates got dosS a^h^?^^

“rem" of radiation-to the testidte ar rim pc (A

“ip « 1-^ 1 j . . ....... .... —nwu iiiipm uuae curomo-
r a political oerasion," said Al somal damage and skin burning that ^41^
lankim, a tarnation expert and manager of air three or four days, but not about the oeriodic 
emissions and defense waste for the Waging- skin rashes he and others have suffered.

Nd experiments done in the Northwest 
=-

- - rePort by a 15-member panel said the 
“ ** *”= ' ’ _ s delfo-

to rariiarion

Panel counselor Steve Klaidman said the ‘

. , . 16311 would do more than a sunburn, it could
In one of the three cases where compensa- render yon ctrhIa farypan:"

W»3 fSK

r narrow
 ^nds on radiation tests

 FHgSfaUow^s for Commission sponsored tests feom 1945 mW prisaom to check th^
 

..

->
©509 376 8740

The conclusions disappointed Washfogton ’

tracer dements that “are unlikely to hare
f'Cll r»rTT7m<*-»l ______ » *.

part;

Sow said the panel’s ruling seemed. Bibeafi, ah Oregon state the
designed to protect the government from eariy 197Qs. raid he and other Oregon inmareZ 
‘T5™ . ............ '

case, a patient ar the University of California 
was injected witir_radioactive ztrccmiinn in 
1948. In die -hinl test, 29 people received doses 
of radiation Throughout rhAn- bodies from 1942 
to 1945-

Tlie panel &iid all three experimAnre were 
concealed fom their subjects.

It alsc. left the survivor of one

-^condu^^mtion^d^: -

"Tins 2as to be done, and somebody has to m. r,------------- *

, • -• —it-yviLGU LLUjbe «nn
other^radiation-rehted health problems to the

^0 conducted the tests. Dr. Carl

dffnt ilUnates all passible health 

“S."

Bioeau, 53, said he has reported th oca and 
other radiation-related health problems to the 
Energy Department bur has so for received no 

pnxect the government hum

 stronger,” he said. Inmates, fodting 
rampfae information, “never did makT^

“This nas to be done, and somebody has to 
f- *- ” .............. — 7 ___ ’
resident v hose testicles were ir^riiarAri 
he was an Oregon stare prison mmaro.

Clinron ortiered the review of the Awn- 
. _ ______________ 1^uauuu n>«nis m -993 after details about the tests were

in the 1940s, indieatAri deliberate attrenpts “to i 1116 WBre cnntincted from

J liability and. 111016 afaoiE radiation's efeos on humans. 
The panel called the * '
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Its mvesuganon as a data baakfor 
momduals wishing more inform*.

ermnent apology and financial com-TVSHrii < ■.■■■> %--- -- . -

as yet not enough fnforma+fon is 
available to ma kA a
the panel said. These cases inchided 
the irradiation of pri^ore-
in Oregon and Washington, experi-

WASHINGTON — Mast people 
subjected to goveniment-sanrtioned 
nuhatioH. tests during the Cold War ! 
sufised Hide or no long-lasting ef­
fects and shnnld not be compensat­
ed, according to an advisory panel’s 
report to tile president

The panel, winch dacumenied 
about 4,000 radiation e^erimenis in 
an iB-mnnth study, sair it found 
only three cases — involving rnngh. 
ly 30 individuals — where compen- :

■A panel finds that most people 
who underwent federal 
experiments, during the Cold War 
should not be compensated

Radiation 
testshad 
little effect

Page 004
0004

UCT 0 31995

10/03/95 11:02:05
10/03/95 06:57

AP obtains draft copy

A draft copy of the nearly yx)0- 
page report was obtained by The As­
sociated Press.

The report concludes that most of 
the 4,000 experimans that the panot 
documented involved adult patients 
who were given low-dose radioactive 
traces that "are unlikely to have 
caused physical harm" or reunited 
in long-term, health mnryrnc

Clinton ordaed the review in De­
cember 1393 after detailed infonna- • 
tfou became public about a series of ‘ 

. 1940s experiments sponsored by the 
Atomic Energy Commi-rtrnn in the 
tests, 18 seriously ill civilian!; were 
injected ddiherately with small 
doses of plutonium to leant 
about the efiects of radialion.

The plutonium case is one of three 
in which the advisory panel recom­
mended monetary compen satrnn for 
frunihes of the virttmc some of 
whom lived for many years afts: the 
injectfous. The other two cases that 
the janel said warranted compensa­
tion involved a person who was in­
jected with zirconiinn and au expsi- 
meni in which individnals were 
suojaied to wholfrbody radiation, 
both in the 1340s.

The advisory committee was less 
certain about how to deal with some 
of the other more questionable Cold 
War-era ereM-imp-nt^ various de­
tails of which have surmced in re- 
cent years.

In many such cases a formal gny- 
emment apology and financial com- 
pensmfon might be warranted, but 
as yet not enough information is 
available to make such a dedsimi, 
the panel said. These cases forforiAd 
the irradiation of pristmers’ 
in Oregon and Washington, pyppri. 
mems involving children at the Fer-

research involving pregnant women 
at Vanderbilt Ohivasity in Tennes- 
see.

only three cases — involving rough- J— rvn ±_ 5±_ -J_ »_ <•

satton clearly was wajrautetL I
However, other cases night war­

rant compensation when more infor­
mation about form dssnnined, it 
said. The experiments, many of 
them highly secret, occurred during 
three derarirs begin nfr^ m the 
1940s.

The findings: by the 14-member 
Advisory Committee on Firman Ra­
diation Exp erimenrs were submitted 
to the White House on Monday. 
President Clinton was expected to 
outline the guveramjenfs response, 
including fiiiure artinns at a cere­
mony Tuesday.

Dr. Ruth Faden, the panel’s chair, 
woman, said Monday tha: the com­
mittee sought to establish a H.^r 
framework thar calls for compensa­
tion in any experiments where sub­
jects were deliberately misled, did 
not give clear consent and suffered 
physical harm.

Only three experiments, including 
the deHberais injection of 18 fofoviri. 
uals with plutonium in fo* I94fls, 
clearly met the panels* ertaria, she 
cairi

The advisory panel also r^ectai 
suggestions that the gevemmont 
provide widespread nntiFr-atinn to 
the subjects of past gyyprhncntc 
And it recommended again<a- formal 
medical followup Of egrgriment-; 
concluding they would be of little 
medical henpfft in exporiTranfo that 
occurred decades ago.

r

mem should use the more than

its myestigatfon as a data bank for 
moividuals wishing more infonna- 
tion about possible human experi­
mentation.
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Clinton ordered the review in Begem hnr 1393 
after detailed information became public about* 
senes Of 1940s experiments sponsored bv the

Energy- Commission in which 18 seriously 
nlciviUanswere injected deHberateh-unth <mmii 
doses or plutonium to learn more about the effects 
01 raaiauon.

The plutonium case is one of three in which the 
advisory panel recommenriMi monetary compen- 
j^Uon for families of the victims, some of whom 
lived fcr many years after the injections.

The othertw-o cases the panel said warranted 
compensation involved a person who was inject­
ed w ith zirconium at about the same time as the 
plutonium experiments, and an experiment in

Panel against
radiation-test compensation

2 0?^ythreeexperiments.includnigthedeiiber-

WASHENGTON—Itostpeoplesubjectediogov- clearif nStt^ne^S^ria™^

Mond^toatthecommittee sought to establish a surrounded them, said Faden-. abioethiristat

10/03/95 11:01:26
; 10/03/95 06:56

------------------------ Adreftcopyofth^nearb-W^a^^as 
obtained by The Associated Press.

It concludes that most of the 4.000experiments 
that the panel documented involved adult 
patients who were given low-dose radioactive 
h^cera that “are unlikely to have caused nhysicai 
harm orresultedinlong^ermfaealthconcerns. 

yThe damage is not physical injury, although 
this, too, did occur in some cases, (but) the na™ 
felt by people who believe that they or their loved

WASHINGTON—Itostpecplesubjectediogov- \1940s- cl“riyft^th^ne^^Sria^h^

ernment-sanctioned radiation tests during the satd-
Unle orno ionH^Ting effect The advisory panel also rejected suggestions 

and should not be compensated, an advisory pan- die government provide widesnread notiff-
d says m its report to the president cation to the subjects ofDastexperimgnT5- am jr

The paneL which documen:ed some Aoqq radi- recommended against formal medical fbllow-un of 
anon experiments in an IS-month stud;-, said it experiments, concluding they would be of littl- 
found only three cases — ir.volviag roughly 30 “edical benefit-in experiments that occurred 
individuals—where compensation Clearly is war- decadesago.
r3“ted- Instead, the panel said the government should

However, other cases may warrant compeusa- 1136 t^e more than 100.000 documents gaTh^r^t 
tion when more information aboutthem is deter- during its investigation as a dara bankfor individ­
mined, it said. The experimnnrs. many of them wishing more information about possible
ixighly secreL occurred over three decades begin- human experimentation.

Faden-sPeaidno to reporteis at a briefing, said 
The findings by the 14-memo er Advisory Com- the panel bettered resoundinglvthatinriMri,Me 

mitteeonHuman RadiationZxperiments.were bavearighttoknowwhethertheyweresubiected 
submitted to the White House on Monday. Presi- to a government-sponsored experiment Riir rhnt 
dentCIunonwasexpectedtooutlme the govern- process, she said, should start by prm.-iHing ;m,-. 

ntstits response, inciudingfunue actions, ata cer- viduals efficient access tn rinriiTnontc
Among the most troubling aspects of the Cold
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Panel Urges U.S. to Apologize for Radiation
Testing and Pay Damages
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cl)c jXcto lip rk eimes

crimes."
Dr. David S. Egilman, of Brown

treat the patients, and the experi­
ments were concealed.

9An experiment in 1948 in which a 
patient at the University of Califor­
nia was injected with radioactive 
zirconium, and the experiment was 
concealed.

4Total body irradiation performed 
at the University of Cincinnati and 
other universities on hundreds of pa­
tients from 1950 until the early 
1970‘s, which was called "therapeu­
tic" as well as experimental.

9An experiment in which the tes­
tes of 131 prisoners in Oregon and 
Washington were irradiated from 
1963 to 1973.

<IAn experiment at the University 
of Rochester in the 1940’s in which 
six patients were injected with ura­
nium, plus several experiments at 
Harvard University.

A committee says the 
search for evidence 
should continue.

know, they were denied consent and 
have a right to decide for themselves 

«JAt Vanderbilt University in the whether they should consult a physi- 
1940*s, 820 pregnant women were c*an- What the committee has done1940*s, 820 pregnant women were cian- What the committee has done 
given small does of radioactive iron. tends t0 perpetuate the original

Besides these experiments, there
was another case the panel's chair­

woman, Dr. Ruth Faden of Johns 
Hopkins, said that “we were all out­
raged about What was done to the 
uranium miners, though it was not 
an experiment and not directly un­
der our charge, was unconsciona­
ble."

The committee found that the sev­
eral thousand workers who mined 
uranium for the Government to 
make the atomic bombs were ex­
posed to relatively high levels of 
radiation. Officials knew of the haz­
ard, and were aware that simple 
ventilation of the mines could signifi­
cantly reduce it but took no action 
and did not inform the miners, Dr: 
Faden said.

In statements today, lawyers and 
doctors who represent some victims 
of the experiments praised the com­
mittee’s work in unearthing so many 
new documents but criticized it for 
not finding more fault with the Gov­
ernment and its scientists. . 

,E. Cooper Brown, a lawyer and 
member of the executive committee 
of the Task Force on Radiation and 
Human Rights, an umbrella group 
for radiation victims, said that “Now 
we have a far more complete pic- 

9A trial in which radioactive io- ture." But he faulted the panel for 
dine was given to hundreds of chil- saying it lacked the staff to locate 
dren at schools for the retarded in and notify those who might have 
Massachusetts from the 1940’s to the been subjects of experiments. 
1960's. “When they heard that, the vic-

flln 1956 and 1957, the United tims’ community hit the roof,” Mr.
States Air Force administered radio- Brown said. "Also, the people in
active iodine to 120 people, most of these experiments have a right to
them Eskimos and Native Ameri­
cans.

By PHILIP J. HILTS^j

BOSTON, Oct. 2 - After reviewing 
30 years of Government-sponsored 
radiation experiments on humans, a 
Presidential Committee has con­
cluded that many were unethical and 
that the Government should apolo­
gize.

The committee also recommend­
ed that the Government compensate 
the patients for at least nine experi­
ments in which they were subjected 
to radiation without their knowledge 
and the experiments were concealed 
from the public.

As far as many other experiments, 
the committee said there was not 
enough evidence to say whether 
apology or compensation was mer­
ited, but the search for such evi­
dence should continue, the commit­
tee concluded.

The experiments took place in a 
period between 1944 and 1974. Sev­
eral of the most egregious ones had 
come to light earlier, prompting En- 
ergy Secretary Hazel O’Learv‘‘‘tn 
recommend a full inquiry, which 
lead to the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation Ex­
periments, which worked for 18 
months.

The nine experiments for which it 
recommended apologies and com­
pensation included:

9A series of experiments from 
1945 to 1947 in which 18 people at the 
University of Rochester and three 
other universities were injected with 
radioactive plutonium without their 
knowledge.

4A senes conducted from 1942 to 
1945 at three universities in which 29 
patients were given radiation over 
their entire bodies, mainly to to see 
the effects on the body rather than to
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University said, "Where does the Instead, the committee created 
Government come off setting such a what Dr. Faden called “a road map" 
high standard for apologies? If I step to the committee's documents and 
on someone's toe, I apologize." He other records, a citizen's guide to 
said it was important to note that help anyone trace experiments and 
members of the pane) were them- whether they might have been part 
selves from the institutions where of one. The committee's entire 
the experiments were carried out, record of evidence will be placed in 

' such as Harvard and Johns Hopkins the National Archives.
Universities. The committee's report has been

Dr. Faden, an ethicist whose par- passed on to President Clinton, who 
ents were both survivors of concen- is expected to hold a press confer- 
tration camps, said in an interview ence on the issue on Tuesday, 
on Thursday that the most difficult
problems the group faced were the
lack of documenution to say just
what happened in the experiments
carried out on thousands of people,
and then, by what standards ethical
violations should be judged.

“We made judgments as best we
could, and concluded there were
some wrong things done that were
wrong today and wrong then — 40 or
50 years ago. Others, we felt were
wrong today, but by the standard of
the time, it would be hard to hold
them out for great blame.”

As to the notification of those who
were subjects in the experiments,
she said, “We as a committee made
an absolute commitment to the posi­
tion that, first, every American citi­
zen should be able to find out what
happened and how the government
conducted itself, and second, wheth­
er they or a loved one was involved
in an experiment."

“But it became clear early on in
our research,” she added, “that we
were not talking about hundreds of
cases, but about many thousands of
cases. Even with huge efforts and
years of time would could not re­
cover al) the lists of patients in all
those experiments."
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In an extraordinary statement today, 
apologized to the unwitting victims.
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In Washington, the Presidential panel has 
recommended compensation to about 30 people exposed to radiation in 
secret government experiments during the Cold War. The panel 
investigated more than 4,000 human radiation tests. Most, it said, 
caused little harm. But in several serious cases victims were 
injected with radioactive elements without being told.
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ROBERT MacNEIL: Also today the President apologized to the 
unwitting victims in human radiation tests carried out by the 
government between 1944 and 1974. He promised to Seek monetary 
compensation for some of the victims.

Mr. Clinton made the apology after receiving a 900 page report 
from the advisory panel which investigated the secret tests. The 
panel said some 4,000 experiments were purposely concealed to avoid 
potential liability and public embarrassment. The President spoke 
at a White House ceremony.

MacNEIL: The President said he would name a
Ethics Advisory Commission to shape research policy and prevent 
future medical abuses. - He also ordered a government-wide review of 
all research involving human subjects.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON: While most of the tests were ethical 
by any standards, some were unethical not only by today's standards 
but by the standards of the time in which they were conducted. 
They failed both the test of our national values and the test of 
humanity. The duty we owe to one another to tell the truth and to 
protect our fellow citizens from excesses like these is one we can 
never walk away from. Our government failed in that duty and it 
offers an apology to the survivors and their families, and to all 
the American people who must, who must be able to
United States to keep its word, to tell the truth, 
right thing.
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OJ. SIMPSON WAS ACQUITTED after 
a yearlong double-murder trial.

♦ « *
Pope John Paul H arrives in New York 

today to begin a five-day visit to the U.S. The 
pontiff will address the U.N. General Assent 
bly, confer with President Ointon and 
preach at several huge outdoor Masses. 

« « «
Thousands of Louisiana residents began 

leaving low-lying communities as Hurri­
cane Opal churned across the Gulf of Mex­
ico, threatening the coastline and scores of 
offshore oil and natural-gas platforms.

4,000 experiments, and that the rest “are- 
unlikely to have caused physical harm."

* * *
The elderly could get stuck with sharply 

higher premiums in the Medicare plans that 
Republicans want to enact. Health and

adding “wasteful” projects to a military'in^ *n anoU,er scare tactic, 
construction bill. House Speaker Gingrich
and Senate Majority Leader Dole said the
action “certainly won’t make it any easier
for Congress to deal with this White House."
(Article on Page A16)

bly, Al-Shara also criticized agreements 
reached between Israel and the PLO.

* * «
The Sri Lankan army claimed it killed 

more than 200 Tamil Tiger rebels as fighting 
raged for a third day on the northern Jaffna 
peninsula. The rebels said 50,000 residents 
had been left homeless by the fighting.

« • «
Macedonia’s leader was critically hurt in 

a car bomb attack in Skopje. President 
Gligorov, 78, who led Macedonia to inde­
pendence, lost one eye and underwent sur­
gery for the removal of shrapnel from his 
skull, according to diplomatic reports. Police 
arrested two men at the scene of the blast, 
which killed Gligorov’s driver. 4

* « •
A blood-clot dissolver shows promise in 

treating some stroke victims but is danger-1 
ous for others, a large-scale experiment:

* « »
Fighting intensified in Bosnia as govern­

ment troops and rebel Serbs battled to seize 
territory. The clashes overshadowed media­
tion efforts by U.S. peace envoy Holbrooke. 
Meanwhile, Serbs agreed in principle to 
the return of Croatian authority over eastern 
Slavonia, a small region that was seized in 
the 1991 Serb-Croat war.

« « «'
French Prime Minister Juppe dismissed 

accusations that paramilitary gendarmes 
acted improperly last week in killing sus­
pected Algerian terrorist Khaled Kelkal. In 
Algiers, meanwhile, gunmen killed the edi­
tor of Algeria’s main Arabic newspaper. 

« « * 
__ _  _____ ______ __________ _______ _ Syria’s foreign minister called on the 

i”n Europe~found.~The mixed results came u-s- to what he said was a commit­
in a study of the genetically engineered ment to secure Israel’s complete withdrawal 
blood-clot dissolver TPA, which is often from the Golan Heights and southern Leba- 
used to treat patients with heart attacks. Pf®- IP,ao?’^ch to the U.N. General Assem- 
(Article on Page B14)_____________________ u,“ -

* • •
............................................... ........................... Clinton apologized to the unwitting vic- 
issued a statement expressing relief that 111115 of War-era radiation experiments 

• “this part of the incredible nightmare" is and ““t compensation be paid. He 
over. Public reaction to the trial’s outcome issued the apology after accepting an advi- 
showed how deeply Americans were divided Panel’s report saying compensation is 
by race over the case. (Related articles Nearly warranted to victims of three of the 
in Column 1 and on Page Bl)............................. ‘ —

The televised verdict brought busi­
ness activity to a halt nationwide as
phones stopped ringing and workers
gathered around TV sets.

« • «
Clinton vetoed a bill funding Congress’s Human Services Secretary Shalala said. A 

own budget, and chastised lawmakers for i 9®^ spokesman said Shalala was “engag- 
adding “wasteful” projects to a military ‘ inl»m another scare tactic."

Nearly 16 months after his arrest, a Los Prostate cancer, an experiment in iabora- 
Angeles jury found the ex-football star not lory mlce indicated. The finduig prompted 
guilty in the slayings of his former wife, researchers to suggest that-experiments 
Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ron- h® undertaken in men who have a high risk 
aid Goldman. Simpson looked toward the of developing prostate cancer to see If 
jury and mouthed, “Thank you.” Less than ,owe.r fat consumption can reduce the risk, 
an hour after the verdicts were read. Simp- (Article on Ptfge B12)
son returned to his Brentwood mansion,
where he was arrested in June 1994. He



FOCI - 3 1995»

t

ments that occurred decades ago.

r

19

Study says most 
subjects shouldn’t

eminent should use the more 
than 100,000 documents gathered

Little harm found 
in radiation tests

“The damage is not physical in­
jury, although this, too, did 
occur in some cases, [but] the 
pain felt by .people who believe 
that they or their loved ones 
were treated with disrespect,” 
the report said.

Clinton ordered the review in 
December 1993 after detailed in­
formation became public about a 
series of 1940s experiments spon­
sored by the Atomic Energy 
Commission in which 18 serious­
ly ill civilians were injected de­
liberately with small doses of

submitted to the White House on
Monday.

President Clinton is expected
to outline the government’s re­
sponse, including future actions,
on Tuesday.

Ruth Faden, the panel's chair­
man, said Monday that the com­
mittee sought to establish a clear
“framework” that calls for com­
pensation in any experiments in
which subjects were deliberately . _ .-----------------
misled, did riot give clear consent experiments that the panel
and in which physical harm can “ocumented involved adult pa- 
be shown. tients who were given low-dose

radioactive tracers that “are un­
likely to have caused physical 
harm” or resulted in long-term 
health concerns.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Most people 
subjected to government- 
sanctioned radiation tests during 
the Cold War suffered little or no 
longlasting effect and should not 
be compensated, an advisory 
panel says in it’s report to the 
president

The panel, which documented 
about 4,000 radiation experiments 
in an 18-month study, said it 
found only three cases—involving 
roughly 30 people—in which com­
pensation clearly is warranted.

However, other cases may war­
rant compensation when more 
information about them is deter­
mined, it said.

The experiments, many of them 
highly secret, occurred over 
three decades beginning in the 
1940s.

The findings by the 14-member 
Advisory Committee on Human

Only three experiments, in­
cluding the deliberate injection 
of 18 people with plutonium in 
the 1940s, clearly met the panels’

get compensation C TheriadSv1;seo^ldpanel also reject- 
ed suggestions that the govern­
ment provide widespread notifi­
cation to the subjects of past 
experiments.

And it recommended against 
formal medical follow-up of expe­
riments, concluding they would be
of little medical benefit in experi­
ments that occurred decades ago. _________ „„„„

Instead, the panel said the gov- plutonium to learn more about 
ernment should use the more the effects of radiation.
than 100,000 documents gathered The advisory committee was 
during its investigation as a data less certain about how to deal 
bank for people wishing more in- with some of the other, more 
formation about possible human questionable Cold War-era expe- 
expenmentation. riments, various details of which

Faden, speaking to reporters at have surfaced in recent years, 
a briefing, said the panel be­
lieved resoundingly that people ’ • .
have a right to know whether 
they were subjected to a govern­
ment-sponsored experiment. But 
that process, she said, should
start by providing them efficient 
access to documents.

Among the most troubling as- 
. - ----------------. pects of the Cold War-era experi-

Radiation Experiments, were ments was the cloak of secrecv
„----------- that surrounded them, said

Faden, a bioethicist at Johns 
Hopkins University.

Experiments often were kept
under wraps for decades because
of fear of bad publicity, the advi­
sory panel found.

A draft copy of the nearly
1,000-page report was obtained 
by The Associated Press. : 

It concludes that most of the

([hicago (Tribune
Circ: 724,257
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U.S. to Apologize to Some Victims
of Radiation Tests^

AW ASHINGTON-A presiden- 
W tial advisory committee will

ne patient was injected at Oak 
V/Ridge Hospital in Oak Ridge,

Its members focused on eight

CONTINUED?
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total body irradiation experiments 
conducted during World War n.

■ Research: A few dozen 
subjects of the most 
harmful experiments, or 
their families, could get 
compensation. Government . 

secretly funded projects.

secret "out of concern for embar- ; « 
rassment to the government, po- detennine'wheth’er there^wa^in“

By MARLENE CIMONS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

sent but suffered no material harm 
as a consequence.”

An apology and compensation 
were called for, the repoii said, in 
instances where Information about

they have left"
Hundreds of intentional releases 

of radiation "took place in secret, 
and remained secret for decades,” 
the report said, and information lvvUiU Wlicre, U1« UUI-
about human experiments was kept jorfty of cases, "there was simply 

--------------—— • too little documentary evidence” to

tential legal liability and worry 
that public misunderstanding

Tenn.; 11 at the University of 
Rochester, N.Y.; three at the Uni­
versity of Chicago, and three at the 
University of California.

The report said panel members 
"struggled" with the question of 
when to recommend that the gov­
ernment extend an apology to indi­
viduals, but said their deliberations 
were complicated by "a murky 
historical record” where, in a ma­

grams." •
The work began at a time during realistically^ reflect the' expects-

sent” to medical research subjects, 
laying out the risks and benefits of 
participation.

"It was commonplace during the 
1940s and 1950s for physicians to 
use patients as subjects of research 
without their awareness or con- • 
sent," the report said.

Federal invesrigators are 
"blameworthy" for not having had 
policies in place to protect subjects 
used in research who could not 
have medically benefited from the 
work, the panel said. Researchers 
were "less blameworthy” in in­
stances where they believed the 
experiments might be therapeutic, 
the group added.

The plutonium experiment, for 
example, was designed to deter­
mine how much of the substance 
remained in patients’ bodies after 
exposure. It was deemed necessary 
at the time to assess the risks that 
workers faced when exposed to 
such materials.

recommend today extending an 
official apology and financial com­
pensation to just a handful of the
thousands of Americans who were
unwittingly exposed to radiation in plutonium between 1945 and 1947. 
secret government-sponsored ex- The committee aldo recom- 
periments in the years after World mended that several subjects of 
Warn.

The committee studied nearly 
4,000 experiments. But it concluded and the subject of a zirconium 
that only three, involving no more injection experiment, known only 
than a few dozen subjects, raised asCal-Z.be included.
legal and ethical concerns severe Noting that these cases have had 
enough to warrant offering apolo- a lasting impact on the country as a 
gies and compensation. whole even though they occurred

Although criticizing the conduct decades ago, the commission said: 
of federal officials and others in- "The greatest harm from past ex- 
volved, the commission concluded periments and intentional releases 
that apologies and compensation may be the legacy of distrust that 
were not appropriate in most cases
because most of the experiments— 
conducted between 1944 and
1974—posed little danger to partic­
ipants.

without their knowledge or con- studies were undertaken in secret 1  
to help understand radiation risks sometimes the informed consent 
to workers involved in the devel- documents are "incomprehensible” 
opment of the atomic bomb. This to lay people and should be im- 
was long before it became standard proved.
practice to issue “informed con-

The panel said it believed that
people who were used as research
subjecu without their consent
"were wronged, even if they were
not harmed.”

But it said it was "not persuaded
that. . . financial compensation is
necessarily a fitting remedy when _
people have been used as subjects - World War n“ when many such tions of the experimental therapies 

.. j . involved. Also, the panel said

formed consent
The panel recommended chang- 

would Jeopardize government pro- es in informed consent procedures 
- ‘ of today, saying they should more

the experiment was kept from 
subjects for the purpose “of avoid­
ing embarrassment" or potential 
legal liability, “and where this 
secrecy had the effect of denying 
individuals the opportunity to pur­
sue potential grievances.”

Among the cases meeting this 
standard were those involving in­
dividuals used in expenments that 
offered “no prospect of direct med­
ical benefit,” and where injury 
from the experiments resulted.

Specifically, the panel recom­
mended that apologies and com­
pensation go to the families of 18 
hospital patients, most of whom 
were terminally ill at the time, who 
were unknowingly injected with
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different categories of radiation 
experiments.-These included the 
plutonium experiments and others 
involving materials used in atomic 
bombs; non-therapeutic research 
on children; total body irradiation; 
research on prisoners; the Atomic 
Energy Commission program of 
radioisotope distribution; human 
experimentation in connection 
with nuclear weapons testing; in­
tentional environmental releases of 
radiation; and observational re­
search involving uranium miners 
and residents of the Marshall Is­
lands, who were exposed to radia­
tion from nuclear tests.

The period of the experiments 
encompassed both the birth of the 
new field of radiation science and 
the evolution of more sophisticated 
concepts of biomedical ethics to 
protect human research subjects.

The experiments ended during a 
watershed year when the govern­
ment recognized the need to pro- * 
tect human subjects.

The majority of experiments 
identified by the panel involved 
radioactive tracers administered in 
amounts similar to those used in 
research today.
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Radiation victims offered help
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President 
yesterday offered

By George Graham 
in Washington

changes to medical research 
rules to ensure that the same 
thing cannot happen again.

affected communities and from 
the public. Secrets were kept to 
protect the government from' 
embarrassment and legal lia­
bility,” Dr Faden said.

The committee did not rec­
ommend a widespread cam­
paign to notify unwitting par­
ticipants in radiation 
experiments or to provide med­
ical treatment. It found no sur­
viving participants who needed 
to be notified and given fol- 

' low-up treatment.
A detailed database will, 

however, be made available to 
people who suspect that they 
or their relatives were sub­
jected to radiation.

The committee also proposed

—-

by today’s standards but by 
the standards of the time in 
which they were conducted. 
They failed both the test of our 
national values and the test of 
humanity,” Mr Clinton said.

Dr Ruth Faden, who chaired 
the advisory committee, said 
that most of the experiments 
involved the injection of low 
radiation doses, but one of the 
cases involved injecting pluto­
nium into 18 patients without 
their knowledge.

In another case indigent can­
cer patients were exposed to 
excessive doses of radiation 
with little prospect that they 
could possibly benefit.

“Patients were used as sub­
jects of experiments without 
their knowledge or consent. 
Information was withheld from 

Clinton 
a formal 

apology and the prospect of 
financial compensation to the 
victims of government radia­
tion experiment^ during the 
Cold war.

Mr Clinton accepted the find­
ings of a special committee set 
up to review the government's 
conduct in previously classi­
fied experiments, and directed 
his cabinet to set up a system 
for helping the victims, 
“including compensation that 
meets the standards of justice 
and conscience".

“While most of the tests 
were ethical by any standards, 
some were unethical not only 
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research in human biology and a review of on* 
going government research projects.

Organizations representing radiation experi­
ment subjects complained that the panel’s defi­
nitions of who should receive apologies and fi­
nancial compensation were too narrow.

“Any unbiased observer would conclude that 
most, if not all the experiments violated pre-, 
vailing ethical standards and that the subjects, 
of the experiments deserve an apology,” said

Hopkins University and chair erf the 14-mem- 
ber panel, formally presented the committee's 
906-page report to Clinton yesterday.

The panel’s verdict, Faden said, was that

foasljiiujton post
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Clinton Apologizes for U.C Radiation

Tests, Praises Panel Report
By Gary Lee M7 wrongs were dearly committed. “What most

wahMtootatSMWrittr 0 troubled the committee was the lade of respect
 „ „ for the American people that seemed to perme-

Presjdent Clinton yesterday apologized to ate of ,^3^ - she said. The pe-
survivors of thousands of govemment-spon- w examined was defined by arrogance. . 
sored radiation experiments and accepted an People had trust in their doctors, but the doc­
advisory commission’s recommendation that tors who did the research often took advantage 
some subjects of the Cold War radiation studies of that trust." 
be granted financial compensation. The panel’s report concluded with more

“When the government does wrong, we have than two dozen recommendations, ranging 
a moral responsibility to admit it," Clinton told from a proposal for new laws to safeguard the 
a White House audience that included individu- public against research abuses in the future to 
als who participated in the radiation research, new regulations guaranteeing that future re- 
“It offers an apology to the survivors and their search will be conducted with full public knowk 

families and to all the American people who t t L
must be able to rely upon the United States to
ten the truth and do the right thing.”

Ginton’s statement brought a dramatic end 
to one of the most bitter sagas in American his­
tory. For a 30-year period beginning in the 
mid-1940s, the Atomic Energy Commission

tire bodies to heavy doses of radiation, to cases
in which pregnant women were given radioac- .
live iron to determine what levels would show follow-up examinations.

up in their'babies, to a series of tests in which . - --------------------------------------------------- - n •  l c. •
radioactive substances were released into the P05*were possible in contemporary re- . Copies of the report can be obtained oywnt-

■ nesses sometimes have unrealistic expectations P 0, 3^1®54, P*ttsbur8h- P3-15250-7954,

The panel also recommended that subjects 
in three studies—about 30 individuals altogeth­
er—should receive financial compensation for 
being subjected to dangerous experiments 
without their knowledge, sometimes with se­
vere medical consequences. And it established 
guidelines under which subjects from other ex-

controversial radiation experiments, involving offidal 'anolo^v"' * " ** ” Force on Radiation and Human Rights.
- - -- - - ajMiogy. . Rep. Edward J.Markey (D-Mass.), who first

The committee concluded that most of the raised questions about the controversial re­
experiments involved low doses that did not search in the mid-1980s,.promised that Con- 
cause long-term medical damage to pautid- gress will consider proposals for laws protect-, 
pants and said that it found no surviving sub- ing participants in radiation studies and other 
jects for whom it would recommend medical research. He said the tests’ survivors will re- 

. c«ve a fuD hearing before any laws governing
The panel nevertheless found that abuses of guidelines for compensation are passed. ’

atmosphere without nearby residential popula- search. In some cases, patients with serious ill- l°
tions being informed. ! nesses sometimes have unrealistic expectations 15250‘795^

Yesterday Clinton praised the report of the ■ about the chance that they will benefit from or “S(202) SI24800- 

Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, participating in research, the report said. In 
a panel he appointed in January 1994 to review others, consent forms appear to be overly optk ‘ 
federal involvement in radiation research and j mistic in describing potential benefits, 
determine what—if any—steps should be tak-: Responding to the recommendations, Om­
en to compensate victims and safeguard sub- ton directed the interagency task force on radk 
jects of current government-sponsored re- ation, composed of representatives from agen-
se^. rr-u ~ a® responsible for the radiation research, to

victims and to prepare a pomt-by-pomt re­
sponse to the panel’s proposals. Clinton also es­
tablished the National Bioethics Advisory Com- 
mission to help set new policies regarding

tens of thousands of subjects, many of whom 
had no knowledge that they were test cases.

The experiments varied widely, from a pro-
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history of medical experimentation 
in the United States.

The product of 18 months of re­
search and the length of three doc- 

- toral dissertations, the document 
will be required reading for medical 
ethidsts for years to come. It proba­
bly will stir intense debate in some 
quarters of medicine. It may even 
find a popular audience.

The 906-page report traces the his­
tory of radiation research from 1944, 
when government and university sci­
entists worked secretly and furiously 
to build an atomic bomb, to 1974, 
when the federal Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare issued 
rules for protecting human subjects in 
government-sponsored research.

search Has trickled out in court cases, 
newspaper artides, and government 
admissions during the last two de-

Study Details the Culture 
That Drove Experiments
Scientists Worried About Safety, Not Consent

©jc toosljingtai post
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By David Brown 
Wa^ihtun hut Staff Wntar

The report by the Advisory Com­
mittee on Human Radiation Experi­
ments presented to President Clin-

cure their Alnesses. Few were truth oral history project, interviewing scientists who 

were starting their careers in various nonradia­
tion fields of research four decades ago. To 
gauge how much has changed, the committee 
performed its own field work, asking patients in 
hospital waiting rooms what they knew and 
how they felt about medical experimentation. 

Perhaps most important, the committee 
closely examined ethical principles and the 
question of how contemporary observers can 
judge the behavior of people, most of them 
dead, who lived and worked in another era.

that, though not expected to cause harm, could 
not help them. It was a time in which prisoners

• i and retarded people were enticed into research 
with small favors and deceptive explanations. It 
was a world in which agencies had high- 

.. sounding policies, but did little to disseminate 
or enforce them.

Surprisingly, very few people were physical­
ly harmed or lulled as a result of thousands of 

stances. Never before, however, has. medical experiments and environmental tests 
the era's story been told in such detail involving substances that everyone agreed 

Although it is difficult to generalize were dangerous. Equally surprising, very few 
about the behavior of dozens of agen- real heroes or villains emerge from the adviso­
ries and hundreds of researchers en- ry committee's meticulous reconstruction of 
gaged in thousands of experiments, a those events. Unlike other morally objection­

ton yesterday has rewritten the • general picture of Cold War medicine able research—such as the Nazi death camp 
emerges from the report It's a por- experiments or the notorious Tuskegee study 
trait of men endowed with what seems of untreated syphilis in this country—many of 
like surprisingly modem scientific in- the radiation experiments provided data that 
sights and concerns—laboring in an were and remain useful 
antique world of conformist and pater- The report was written by the 14-member 
nabstic morality. advisory committee, comprising mostly medi-

LAce their counterparts involved in cal historians and ethidsts, as well as one per- 
risky research today, the scientists son representing the public A staff of about 60 
and government officials of postwar unearthed tens of thousands of documents, 
America worried about lawsuits and many of them declassified for the first time, 
bad press. At times they held sophisd-. The committee held 20 meetings, including 
cated discussions of medical ethics,. four in places where survivors (or descendants
Even the seminal phrase “informed of survivors) of medical experiments or “inten- 
consent” was coined in 1947,10 years tional releases” of radiation still live, 
earlier than medical historians had The report is unusual because of the breadth
previously believed, according to se- of activity that went into its creation.

I he committee and staff are foremost histo-cret papers the committee uncovered,- J J "
Like present-day scientists, those < rians. They analyzed letters, speeches, memos. 

------------ the 1950s worried greatly about the minutes of meetings, press releases, medical 
Information about some of this re- hazards <rf radiation, and strove hard charts and countless other documents begin- 
“' J 1-------- ‘ X to nake research safe. . .. ning with the Manhattan Project They also

Another picture emerges, as well functioned as investigative reporters, seeking 
 Most medical researchers of 40 out and querying subjects of radiation expen- 

cades. Medical historians have written years ago felt little or no need to ask ments and researchers who conducted them,
about a few of the thousands of re- patients if they wanted to have expert- Seeking to understand the research milieu of
search projects that exposed the mental therapies that might treat «r. the 1940s and 1950s, the staff carried out an
healthy, the Al and, in some cases, m ”
whole populations to radioactive sub-
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X ^taTpSes is based ans previously believed. Even during the Man- um mines be ventilated to reduce radon levels,
ments in ugnt ot tnese oa p pi As the snk“ huver erf uranium, the government

 workers to^atWyta, made that a eoode

tened postwar researchers. 
«

cal values m the United States between the 
mid-1940s and the present, it is implausible 
t  ....
finnation of principles so basic as that it is 
wrong to treat people as mere means, wrong to 

authors wrote. "Thus, the advisory commit­
tee's evaluations of the human radiation experi- 

on a simple and, we think, reasonable assump- 

were pervasive features <rf moral life in the

Circ:

On that question, the committee distin- .Nevertheless, the report shows, the notion

^ocarried out the actions. In general, the re- should not be exploited. In particular, the idea
oort e harsher on the actions than on the ac- that patients could ethically be made part of
tars, many of whom were operating in a culture "harmless" experiments that would neither im-
that accorded physidans and government agen- prove nor worsen their conditions prevailed in-
des far more trust than it does today. ’ to the 1960s. The committee found, however.

The committee, however, did not refrain that scientists should have seen that the two
from uduinK the morality of decisions. In par- groups—the healthy and the ill—were far

, j more similar than different
. tkular, the report’s authors argued that tune- “Moral consistency requires the advisory

less prinaples-prindples such as one ought committee t0 conclude that, if the use of
not to deceive others," which predate the dis- subjects without consent was under-

- dpline” of medical ethics should have chas- st00(j t0 at the time, then the use of
tened postwar researchers. patients without consent in nontherapeutic ex-

“Although there have been changes m etm- penments should also have been discerned as
mki-VMfk w^e^Tis^iZsibte wong at the time, no matter how widespread European research, some dating to the

reiedfon or af- the practice," the committee wrote. 1870s, had shown that uranium miners suf-
that these changes involved the rejection or at a fer^ rates of Iung

shocking moral obtuseness by the leading lights the late 1940s, there was general agreement 
o 2 that radon gas was the cause. Throughout the

Overall, government agencies undertook 1950s and most of the 1960s, however, the 
more detailed ethical discussions than histori- federal government did not require that urani- 

haTtan Project, there was widespread concern As the sole buyer of uranium, the government

were nervasve learures « mwai uic >» levds of radiation—a concern that carried over tion of buying ore from mine owners.
UniJlates that were widely recognized and to

Scientists a/ times decided to forgo expert-, ing them of dangers, the committee found, 
ments because of potential risk to research More than 300 cases of fatal lung cancer might

Sljc toosljinston post
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accepted, much as we recognize and accept tracers to study physiology and treat cancer, 

them today."

On that question, the committee distin- .Nevertheless, the report shows, the notion 
guished between the rightness or wrongness of that healthy people should not be exploited 
factions, and the blameworthiness of those took hold earlier than the idea that sick people
> -________ • »lu> ekruilrl AwrJrwtAd Tn narfirtilar th/* tripa *

tors, many of whom were operating in a culture Charmless" experiments that wodd^neg^i^

« wiiui 1 ____ _________ _____
fromixSig themwaS of decisions. In par- groups—the healthy and the ill—were far 

. v j .l . more similar than different.
tkular, the report’s authors argued that time- -Moral consistency requires the advisory

the code’s provisions were that subjects of would have been too hazardous to pflots.

the re^rrh must be for the good of society never dted by either scientists or government

minimized and that subjects must be free to re- ments secret Fearof tegd liaMity andembar- 
move themselves from the research at wilt

Sane of these ideas—in particular the ne-

seardi on concentration camp inmates. Among ly, the aircraft project was scrapped because it 
the code’s provisions were that subjects of would have been too hazardous to pflots.
metfiral research must give their consent, that' Curiously, national security was virtually 
the regard, must be for the good of society never dted by either scientists or government 

. and "not random in nature," that risk must be officials as reasons to keep .most of the expen-

rassment were far more often mentioned.
 „___  __ ______________ The committee found few examples where

cessity of getting consent from subjects—were physical harm by government action could be 
discussed as early as April 1947, when Carroll proved. The major exception involved uranium 
Wilson, the general manager of the Atomk En- miners in the Southwest, and the problem m 
ergy Commission, wrote to Manhattan Project that case was inaction, 
officials, saying that "clinical testing" involving
patients could go forward only if there was a
prospect of medical benefit to the person, and
only if consent was documented.

The secretary of defense adopted the Nu­
remberg Code as poEcy for atomic, biological
and chemical warfare research by the military
in 1953. This action was secret, and not re­
vealed until 1975. There is little evidence the
government made a concerted effort to make
these new rules known to all researchers under
its control, or to clarify many ambiguous issues, 
notably what “consent* meant in practice.
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U.S. will pay for 
experiment fallout
By Warren P Strobel
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

from test subjects and their fam­
ilies to avoid potential embarrass­
ment or liability, denying them the 
opportunity'to pursue their griev­
ances.

• Those in which there was no 
potential medical benefit or in 
which controversial procedures 
were presented to patients as stan­
dard practices, and injury re­
sulted.

Apology

30, but there was no estimate of °f cases:
the amount of money involved. • Those in which the govem-

Rep. Edward J. Markey, Massa- ment tried. to keep^ information 

chusetts Democrat, said he will in-

’50s, were either lost or destroyed, oversee research on humans. And 
Mr. Clinton accepted the recom- ordered all government agen- 

mendation of the Advisory Com- Cles that conduct such research to 
mittee on Human Radiation Ex- immediately review their safe-

________________________________ periments that a structure be put guard procedures.

President Clinton yesterday
apologized to thousands of Amer­
icans who were subject to Cold
War-era radiation experiments
and pledged that the U.S. govern­
ment would compensate victims
of the worst abuses.

Mr. Clinton based the apology troduce legislation to authorize
on a 900-page report from an advi- compensation.
sory panel that reviewed 30 years Many of the experiments were
of experiments to determine nu- carried out by the Atomic Energy
clear radiation’s effects on Commission, precursor to the En:

rev Department, and the Defens?
epartment in an era when nu-

all-important,” he said. 
  The president ordered steps to 

historical record remains incom- prevent further research abuses, 
plete” because vital documents, announced the creation of a 
many dating from the 1940s and Bioethics Advisory Commission to 
’50s, were either lost or destroyed, oversee research on humans. And

man experiments it reviewed in-

“radioactive tracers”~uiditeiy to administration will continue try- 
have caused harm and are similar uncover, the truth. “That’s
to those now used in research.

It also acknolwedged that “the

“Today ... the United States of America 
offers a sincere apology to those of our citizens 
who were subjected to thesegxperiments, to 
their families and to their communities.

— President Clinton

humans. Many were never told of
the potential effects, and for years
the government kept the subject clear war with the Soviet Union 
secret on national security seemed possible".
grounds. E. Cooper Brown, a member of
- Among the experiments for the executive committee of the 
which the panel recommended Thsk Force on Radiation and Hu- 
apology and compensation wds man Rights, said there was 
one in which 18 persons were “strong disagreement” with the 
unwittingly injected with pluto- panel’s finding that there was no 
nium. Mr. Clinton cited that case in reason for a detailed medical 
an apperance with families of follow-up on all those who may 
some of the victims. have been used in radiation ex-

Of the 18 persons injected with periments. 
plutonium at four research cen­
ters in 1946 and 1947, several were 
found after their death to have suf­
fered from severe bone degener­
ation. 7\vo or three died within a 
few years of the experiments, al­
though no link can be proven.

“Tbday ... the United States of 
America offers a sincere apology 
to those of our citizens who were
subjected to these experiments, to 
their famihes and to their commu­
nities,” the president said.

The 14-member panel, chaired
by ethicist Dr. Ruth Faden, 
stressed that most of the 4,000 hu-|

man experiments it reviewed in- , But he said his group was - 
volved only minute amounts of heartened by indications that the

* The panel recommended that 
White House official said the num- the government apologize to and 
ber of such people could exceed compensate victims in two kinds
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Emma Craft of Nashville, Tenn., meets President Clinton yesterday at the White House. Mrs. Craft told the 
president that her daughter Carolyn died of cancer in 1959 at age 11 as a result of a radiation experiment.
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Clinton apologizes for
radiation tests
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30-year effort
By Paul Hoversten
USA TODAY

a secret Cold War program that 
made thousands of Americans 
unwitting victims of radiation
experiments drew to a close U9ea *mnerahie people — 1 7TiEday. alter two ySrs ot .St chlWrat prisoner, the poar.

Ing through mlllloos of fonwer- Z

state.
In 1965, Bibeau lowered his

Illes from the Atomic Energy Ruth Faden, professor of health 
Commission, abolished in 1974. policy at Johns Hopkins Univer- 

“There’s a very positive and slty and head of the presidential 
good side” to the information advisory commission.
contained in those classified . Harold Bibeau considers 
documents, she says. “And of, himself one of those excesses, 
course, there is a dark side." Bibeau, 53, a draftsman in Port- 

The 4,000 experiments, from land, doesn’t want an apology. 
1944 to 1974, led to advances in He just wants the government 
nuclear medicine and ways of to provide medical follow-up 

Anunnrw^df.nffMnmh.inM ‘Wnosing and treating cancers for Injuries he says he suffered. 
^^Pnx^ented probe into other He one of to

But the commission found have his testicles Irradiated in 
that the government sometimes an ccpertment at Oregon State 
used “vulnerable” people — P™00, where he was serving

ly classified files.

tadlned <01« the govemment
in one of the most troubltnc c——aW« wivm, ___ , . . — —
chapters in US. history. "Most P®0?^ dolnS these ex-. of radiation
“ - - y pertinents revealed to the sub- singer than that of 20 modem

Jeds what they thought they diagnostic X-rays. In exchange, 
_ a A_ •___ M 'i- -- ngfe O rtiAAR/4

accepting an advisory panel re- Mossman, professor of health

. pensation "to° victims if they “ity. "But were they upfront
were clearly misled and suf- with them? In some cases they
fered physical harm from tests, were. ... The main problem

ed about all it can: “We cast our 

possible. But when you’re tak­
ing on a project as large as this, 
there’s always another archive 
around the comer or another 
collection in the basement”

HUMAN TESTS: Probe, launched bv^oergv Secre^
Sid^Var'probin' conductin^ra- 

diation experiments on thousands 
of unwitting Americans, ends after 
two years of sifting through m»- 
lions of oncedasslfled files; Presi­
dent Clinton apologizes to victims, 
orders review of research involv­
ing human subjects. 10A.

Seeks to right
<H£*RY: SKxy fflC WTOIlgS Of 
has many pieces'

in one of the most troubling
chapters in US. history.

"When the government does
wrong, we have a moral respon­
sibility to admit It,” Clinton said,
r _ •_____ _ 1-. r___ _
port urgtog government com- Physicstd Arizona State Univer- 

were clearly misled and^uf- with them? Jn some cases they

Clinton ordered a govern- was about Informed consent” 
ment-wide review of research “

Circ: 1/506/708

'■

Hazel O'Leary, who launched
the probe in December 1993 by 
unlocking millions of secret

_ as subjects. The recnittg hark tn tested in Washington
The end came with President ? time when Americans were

decide what was best for them. into warm water and
^nser'than’thatorMn^ra

Maa* T»7_r\lTJl 1 MJIGV •
had to know,” says Kenneth he S®18 stipend of S5 a month.

Bibeau now says he has 
lumps in his body and suffers 
testicular pain and rashes that 
other test Inmates also report 

"If you’re going to have ex- 
 periments on humans, it’s the 

repoMWofteephpldags
involving human subjects. Since war as a backdrop, researchers  ]?a*,e s}uy.^leseP^)PIehave 

r-'____________ i_______ —-----------________________
have had strict guidelines gov- 81 security all data on how the 
ernlng such experiments, re- body absorbed radiation, 
qulring informed consent Tt was a very special time.

pieces,” says'Energy Secretary but there were excesses,” says
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mg
review government research pro-

i

uw suojecis themselves to 
encompass their families and the

r
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. ble medical benefit. sboulS° be He aiae otdeted hla cabinet to dth<! *“

Clinton cited cases where 18 
hospital patients were Injected 
with plutonium without their 
knowledge and where indigent 
cancer patients and military per­
sonnel were subjected to excessive 
radiation doses.

The secrecy with which these 
•tests were conducted and the gov­
ernment’s years of refusing to re­
lease information left a legacv’ of 
cynicism and distrust, he said. 

decfPt,on extended be­
yond the subjects themselves to 
encompass their famiUes and the 
American people as a whole. They 
were shrouded not for a compel- 

ton^aid11'111131 W8S Wrong’” CUq-

He p’edged to “work with Con­
gress to serve the best needs of 
those who were harmed."

/Bl/RRELLE'S NewsExprosa^

October 4,1995

Subjects of Radiation Testing
compensated. .

<v»uingion <Thaf>. . l T i--—- a-wniucm researcn pro-

gtt rld •v'!,'r- sy s “riX n Ath u ted States must these recommendations, to devise formed according to th?hh,h% 
zeS a?dorde!XhafaiDStitS ClU’ iPn?inpt,y 8 systemof relief, incluS ethical standards aid wtabXhS 
to finrt . the government tag compensation, that meets the «n advisory panel to review eS
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wrong, we have a moral responsibility 
to admit it," Clinton told an audience

— President Clinton

I

jection of a person In the 1940s with zir­
conium and a World War n-era expert­

radiation experiments, but said most

cereal, and research on pregnant;

r

50
%

that included a number of relatives of 
some of the victims of the most trou­
bling experiments.

'When the 
government does 
wrong, we have a 

moral responsibility 
to admit it:

- •- 
?

WASHINGTON (AP) - President moral standards.

‘‘When the government does

era experiments were conducted in an 
ethical manner, but others - including

October 4,1995

 

‘‘not for a compelling need for national 
security, but for the simple fear ofem- ‘ 
barrassment."

Clinton created the Advisory 
 Committee on Human Radiation Ex­

periments in late 1993 after disclosure 
of the plutonium experiments.

The committee members were 
“morally outraged" by the plutonium 
experiments and recommended vic- * 
Ums’ families receive financial compen­
sation even if direct physical harm can­
not be proven, said Dr. Ruth Paden, 
.the panel's chairwoman.

“There was active misrepresenta­
tion. You can call it lying,” said Paden, 
an ethics professor at Johns Hopkins 

 University.
The panel also recommended 

Promising to prevent future compensation for the experimental in- 
_.r .r... ““ - jection of a person in the 1940s wfthzir-

meats involved the Atomic Energy National Bioethics Advisory Commis- conium and a World War n-era expert-

cessor agency. ’ search to assure protection'of human jected to whole-body radiation.
Accepting the 900-page report, test subjects. He also ordered a govern- The cases involved “deliberate at-

Clinton said, “The United States of ment-uide review to make certain that tempts.. .to conceal (the experiments)

potential liability'and public embar- 
The advisory panel singled out rassment”thepanelconcluded. 

,  only three experiments, involving Other cases the panel said may
•_ The panel documented some 4,000 about 30 people, where it said compen- lead to compensation claims involved 

radiation experiments, but said most sation clearly is warranted. It cited a irradiation of prisoners’ testicles in 
“are unlikely to have caused physical half dozen other cases that might be Washington and Oregon, experiments 
harm." Nevertheless, a number of ex- “candidates" for compensation if the in which Massachusetts schoolchildren 
periments, including the injection of 18 test subjects were found to have suf- were given low doses of lodlne-131 in 
civilians with plutonium, were singled fered physical harm. c—1, --------" 21
out as clear violations of ethical and Clinton said most of the Cold War- women at Vanderbilt University. .

Clinton apologizes to the victims

of secret Cold War radiation tests 
r I

Clinton apologized to the victims of se­
cret Cold War-era radiation expert-
mpts yesterday and promised greater
openness to guard against ftiture
abuses.
- “We win no longer hide the truth

from our citizens,” Clinton said at a
White House ceremony where he ac­
cepted a report documenting three
decades of government-sponsored ex­
periments on people, often without
their clear consent

• A 14-member advisory panel has
recommended that victims of the radi­
ation experiments from 1944 to 1974 be
financially compensated in cases where

.the government or researchers deliber­
ately misled them, or where there was

 no medical benefit and they were phys­
ically harmed.

Energy Secretary Haze! OTearv 
said she planned to establish a task
force to examine who might be eligible
for compensation. Most of the experi- abuses, the president established the ,
ments involved the Atomic Energy National Bioethics Advisory Commis- i
Commission, the department's prede- sion to help shape policy regarding re- ment in which individuals were sub-
cessoragency. r—u --------—-------- j..,

Accepting the 900-page report, test subjects. He also ordered a govem-
r . 
America offers a sincere apology to the rights of anyone participating in a for the declared purpose of avoiding 
those of our citizens who were sub- medical experiment are protected. potential liability and public embar- 
jected to these experiments, to their
families and to their communities.”
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Clinton about 4,000 conducted during the
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WU Tests Called Safe
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“The whole character of the way 
doctors do business has changed,” 
said Dr. Barn' Siegel, vice chairman 
of the university’s Radiation Safety 
Committee and a professor of radiol­
ogy and medicine. “The level of con­
sent would be clear. There would be 
no doubt about it.”

Between 1949 and 1951, three ex­
periments were conducted at Wash­
ington University to examine the way 
sodium is distributed in the body. 
Fifty-eight children, some as young 
as 1 day old, were among the 111 
people injected with radioactive sodi- 
um-24.

Washington University, in a state­
ment Tuesday, said the young sub­
jects were exposed to about a third of 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
modern limit for a whole-body dose.

Between 1949 and 1951, three experiments 

were conducted at Washington University to 

examine the way sodium is distributed in the body.

reran- Hazel O'Leary has estimated 
the experiments may have involved 
800 people. Some of them consented, 
and others were not told of the health 
risks.

Rep. Martin Frost. D-Texas, who 
represents .Mien's widow. Fredna Al­
len, said he would introduce a bill 
when Congress returns next week to 
proride $50,000 to the experiment 
victims or a surrivor.

/ y

Experiments Done On

Unknowing Subjects

Compiled From News Services

WASHINGTON — President Bill
Clinton apologized Tuesday to the ;

tY

unknowing victims of Cold War-era 
radiation experiments and vowed to 
compensate them.

Saying the government has a mor­
al responsibility to admit when it does 
wrong, Clinton endorsed the findings 
of an advisory committee formed last 
year to investigate a series of often- 
secret tests performed in the 1940s.

The president said he hoped the 
forthright way his administration and 
the 14-member panel moved to cor­
rect past mistakes would restore 
.people's confidence in government.

“Under our watch, we will no long­
er hide the truth from our citizens,” 
Clinton said. “We will act as if all that 
we do will see the light of day.”

Elmerine Whitfield Bell, a Dallas 
teacher whose father was injected 
with plutonium, said she was pleased 
by the report and the apology.

“I’m happy with the process,” Bell 
said. "It’s not going to be easy to get 
away with this type of thing again.”

Bell’s father, Elmer Allen, was one 
of 18 hospital patients given injec­
tions of plutonium during the federal 
government's Manhattan Project 
from 1945 to 1947.

Allen, whose leg was amputated 
three days after being injected, was 
living in Italy, Texas, in 1991 when 
he died. He never knew’ the federal 
government used him as a test 
subject.____________________

The committee recommended that 
three types of experiments out of 
about 4,000 conducted during the 
Cold War warranted compensation. 
In addition to the plutonium experi­
ments, they include zirconium injec­
tions and whole-body radiation 
experiments.

Although the identities of the test 
subjects are not known. Energy Sec­

Human radiation experiments con­
ducted some 45 years ago at Wash­
ington University in St. Louis would 
be safe today, but consent must be 
obtained now from patients and par­
ents of children, a school radiology­
expert said Tuesday.
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The adult subjects were exposed 
to about 4 percent of that limit, or 
about 132 millirems a year. In con­
trast. the annual dose due to natural 
background radiation in the United 
States is about 300 millirems.

The infants in the experiments re­
ceived a dose of radiation roughly 
equal to the amount they would have 
been exposed to had they lived in 
Denver’s high altitudes for a year 
instead of in St. Louis. The effective 
dose for them amounted to about 102 

millirems a year.
"These experiments could be ap­

proved today at Washington Univer­
sity, if we didn't already have this 
information — including the work 
... on infants and children,” Siegel 

said.
Siegel said the research was in­

valuable in , learning how sodium 
moves through the body, helping pro­
vide the basis for many drugs used to 
treat heart disease and other 

ailments.
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accepted a report documenting caused physical harm.” Neverthe- 
three decades of government-spon- a number of txperiraents, in­ view to make certain that the rights 

of anyone participating in a medical

were
harmed.

said she«’•

r

■ /

’••'J

.7

[ Two Faces of the
t Nuclear Genie

? - -

mt ASSOCIATED FWESfl

32

CDC nan^ftmont NI^vi/c Cline RO^/79

,1

3

ESS..

*1

Circulation 137,200 Daily

171,200 Sunday

Wednesday - October 4, 1995 

Page A5
Page 1 of 1
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WASHINGTON — President Clinton 
apologized to the victims of secret 

ments Tuesday and promised great-

THE STATE
Columbia, South Carolina

1

experiment are protected.

The advisory panel singled out 
only three experiments, involving 
about 30 people, where it said com­
pensation clearly is warranted. It 
cited a half dozen other cases that 
might be "candidates" for compen­
sation if the test subjects 
found to have suffered.

!- Sri

■ fefe1

the most troubling experiments.
Promising to prevent future 

abuses, the president established

the National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission to help shape policy 
regarding research to assure pro­
tection of human test subjects. He 
also ordered a governmentwide re-

.fi. .nd th*y were physiclly

••When the government does 
wrong, we have a moral responsi­
bility to admit It," CUnton told an

sored experiments on people, often duding the injection of 18 civilians 
without their dear consent. with plutonium, were singled out as

A 14-member advisory panel has gjear violations of ethical and moral 
recommended that victims of the 5tandards.
radiation experiments from 1944 to
1974 be financially compensated in
cases where the government or re-

••We will no longer hide the truth

White House ceremony where he most “are unlikely to have
_ ___________ - ■ > * ____—a. I 

Energy Secretary Hazel OT-earywin set up a task force to decide who to 
eUdble for compensation for eaperfmenti.

'w.V

• I *• 1

Clinton offers apology
to radiation test victims

force to examine who might be eli­
gible for compensation.

Accepting the 900-page report, 
---------- -----------------ctaton^-Th.UnilKlSI.IKOf

C^Wr-er. r.dL.i.n experi-

families and to their communities.'

"We will no longer hide the truth y^e panel documented some 
from our citizens," Clinton said at a 4 Ooo radiation experiments, but
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bers were "morally outraged"
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Clinton apologized to the victims of 
secret Cold war-era radiation experi- 
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where yesterday and promised great­
er openness to guard against nmire

/

8 * ' " 
| -W 
i.

Hi:

subjected to these experiments, to 
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me aosistory committee mem­
bers were "morally outraged" by the
plutonium experiments and recom­ 
mended victims’ families receive fi-

l even if direct
the'experiments inxtih’ed the Aromic saifTor. Ruth Sden! the panel’s 

Energy Commission, the depart- chairwoman 

Human radiation tests criticized
President Clinton offers apology

i^THK-ASSOCLATED PRESS those of our citizens who were

WASHINGTON- - President SfffKnis Cioffi

Clinton apologized to the victims of ties."
secret Cold war-era radiation experi- The panel documemed mjikc

ments m Washington state and else- 4,000 radiation experiments, but said
where yesterday and promised great- most "are unlikely tn have caused
er openness to guard against future physical harm." Nevertheless, a

m t u-. u n?nibcr of experiments, including
we will no longer hide the truth the injection of 18 civilians with

from our citizens," Clinton said at a plutonium, were singled out as clear
wmite House ceremony where he violations of ethical and moral <tan- 
accepted a report documenting three dards.
decades of govemment-sponsored "When the government does
experiments on people, often without wrong, we have a moral responsibil-
their clear consent. ity to admit it," Clinton told an

A 14-member advisory- panel has audience that included a number of
recommended that Oregon and relatives of some of the victims of the
Washington state prisoners whose most nwbling experiments.
testicles were irradiated be financial- Promising to prevent future
ly compensated, along with other abuses, the president established the

the radiation experiments National Bioethics Advisorv Com-
from 1944 to 19/4 who were deliber- mission to help shape polios' regard-
ately misled by the government or ’ ing research to assure protection of
researchers, or who derived no med- human test subjects.
teal benefit and were phvsicallv --------J-
harmed.

i

-M?

Energy-Secretary Hetp! n'l earv
said she planned to establish a task .„un 
force to examine who might be nancial compensation 
eligible for compensation. Most of physical harm cann(
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The committee recommended 
that throe types of about 4,000 
experiments conducted during die 
Cold War warrant compensarion. In 
addltiuu to the plutonium experi­
ment!, they include zirconium 
injections and whole-body radiation - 

: experimenu.
Although the identities of the test 

: tubjecu ire hoi known, Energy— 
: Secretary Ha«l QTamv has esn- 

mated the experiments may have

of the health risks.
.. Rep. Martin Frost, D-Tbxaa, who 
: repreacata Allen’s widow, Fredna 
: Allen, said he will introduce a bill 

when Congress returns new week 
1 to provide $50,000 to the experi­

ment victim or a survivor.
"It’a not enough, but at least it’s 

something/ he said. "Clearly, this to 
a sad chapter in the government’s 
history, and the president was right 
to issue an apology."

with this type of thing again." gell said no amount of money
Ball's father, Elmar Allan, was amid erase the family’s pain. She 

one uf 18 hospital patients given said her 79 yearold mother, who
. „ „ injections of plutonium during the still Uvea In Italy, only wants to hold

Eimerina Whitfield BeD a Dalhw federal government’s Manhattan a letter of apology from Clinton.
eacber whe se father was injected Project from 1943 to 1947. “The yersuu who was really
rtth plutonium, said she was Allen, whose log was amputated harmed in will new be «m- 
Ueased by t >e report and the apolo- three days after being injected, was pcasated, Bell said. "My brother 
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Clinton apologizes to victims, kin 
of radiation tests, vows payment

victims receive compensation. Panel 
members specifically cited three ex­
periments, including one project in 
which 18 hospital patients, most of 
them terminally ill, unknowingly were 
injected with plutonium to determine 
how long the substance remained in 
their bodies.

The committee also recommended 
that several subjects of total-body 

 uui irradiation experiments conducted
we owe to one another to tell the truth *lyrin8 World War II, and the subject 
and to protect our fellow citizens from of a z'rconium-injection experiment, 
excesses like these is one we can never ^0^° only Cal-Z,_be included, 
walk away from.” / ' ‘ ’

Clinton made the remarks as he ieave door open for 
accepted the recommendations of an restitution, if warranted, 
advisory committee he appointed to Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
study the secret tests, which began in said there could be "many thousands*’ 
1944 and ran for three decades. of individuals who deserve payment

About 4,000 radiation experiments but stressed that the government and 
that took place during that period the panel had been hampered by poor 
were w.iH.eH t™ -—i or non^xistent record.during

October 4,1995

Los Angelas Timas
WASHINGTON — President

Clinton on Tuesday apologized to the 
survivors and to families of those 
unknowingly made subjects of gov­
ernment-sponsored radiation experi­
ments and ordered his Cabinet to
devise a system of relief, including 
financial compensation.

“When the government does
wrong, we have a moral responsibility
to admit it,” Clinton said. "The duty
' •v KI.W ,1 U1U — — . , ----------------- V-------

and to protect our fellow citizens from of a Zlrc°nium-injection experiment, 
excesses like these is one we can never ^nown onLv Cal-Z, be included, 
walk away from.” Administration officials appeared

Clinton made the remarks as he ’eave ^e door open for more 
accepted the recommendations of an restitution, if warranted, 
advisory committee he appointed to Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary
study the secret tests, which began in said there could be "many thousands*’ 
1944 and ran for three decades. of individuals who deserve payment

About 4,000 radiation experiments but stressed that the government and

were studied by the panel, but it



zurre^ie's Newstxpress i-ouu-ioo- / ibd lu/U4/2b uo:ii:do Fage 11 01 Z4

IUe Kansas City Star.

October 4,1995

President Clinton apologizes
for radiation experiments

c,±±The Associated Press

President

Clinton said: •’The United States
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ments. to their families and to their 
communities.”

gible for compensation. Most of 
the experiments involved the
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Government should 
not hide the truth from 
its citizens, he says.

often without their clear consent.
A 14-member advisor) panel has

recommended that victims of the
radiation experiments from 1944 4,000 radiation experiments but medical experiment are protected.

4!

‘ *‘-l

Th« Associated Press

President Clinton holds a copy 
of a report documenting govern­
ment-sponsored radiation exper­
iments on people.

future abuses.
"We will no longer hide the truth 

from out citizens.” Clinton said ar 
a White House ceremony where he

I'

three decades of government- to those ot our citizens who regarding research to assure pro­
sponsored experiments on people, were subjected to these expert- (ection of human test subjects. He 

also ordered a government-wide 
review to make certain that the 

The panel documented about rights of anyone participating in a

to 1974 be financially compensated said most "are unlikely to have 
in cases where the government or caused physical harm.” N’everthe- 
researchers deliberately misled less, a number of experiments, in­
them or where there was no med- eluding the injection of 18 civilians 
ical benefit and they were physical- with plutonium, were singled out 
ly harmed. ’ ' • ■ .

Energy Secretary Hazel O'Learv
said she planned toestablish a task

as clear violations of ethical and 
moral standards.

"When the government does 

bility to admit it,” Clinton told an 
audience that included a number 
of relatives of some of the victims 
of the most troubling experiments.

Promising to prevent future 
abuses, the president established 
the National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission to help shape policy

WASHINGTON
Clinton apologized Tuesday to the ',vho might'tedi- wc.h*vf* ™ral K-'pensi-
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victims of secret Cold War-era ra­
diation experiments and promised 

r , . VI1V VAL'VI 11I1VA4LO Ulfe
greater openness to guard against Atomic E Commission, the
♦ ntiira ihiirAC . .

department s predecessor agency.
Accepting the 900-page report abu^‘the£pr7siden7establHhed

accepted a report documenting of America offers a sincere apulo-
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victims, vows compensation

11

represents Mr. Allen's widow. Prerfna 
Allen, said he will introduce a Wil 
when Congress returns next week to 
provide 130,000 to the experiment vk> 
ttms or a survivor.

"It’s not enough, but at least it’s 
something," he said. "Clearly, thisls a 
sad chapter in the government’s his­
tory, and the president was right to 
issue an apology."

Ma. Bell said no amount of money 
could erase the family’s pain. She mid 
her TP-yearoJd mother, who still live* 
in Italy, only wants to hold a letter of 
apology from Mr. Clinton.

"The person who was really 
harmed in thia will never be com­
pensated," Ma. Bell said. "My brother

P*PP1*'* confidence in government

"Under our watch, we will nd lon­
ger hide the truth from our dtiiens," 
Mr. Clinton said. "We will act as if all 
that we do will see the light of day.”

Elmertne Whitfield BeU, a Dallas. 
teacher whose father was injected 
with plutonium, said she was pleased 
by the report and the apology.

I’m happy with the process," Ms. 
BeU said In a telephone interview. 
"It’s not going to be easy to get away 
with this type of thing again."

Ms Bell's father. Elmer Allen, was 
one of 13 hospital patients given Injec­
tions of plntonium during the federal 
government's Manhattan Project 
from 1X5 to 1S47.

Mr. Allen, wboee leg wee ampu­
tated throe days after being injected.

By Catalina Camia C &A 

WuMjVm Sskm if itadfiftten
WASHINGTON — President Clin­

ton apologized Tuesday to the un- 
knowing victims of Cold War-era jft 
dlation experiments and vowed to 
compensate them, including the wid­
ow of a Texas man.

Saying the government has a 
“moral responsibility" to admit when 
it does wrong, Mr. Ointon endorsed 
4he'findings of an advisory commit­
tee formed last year to investigate a 
teries of often-aecret tests performed 
in dhe 1940b.
«• < .716 president said he hoped the 
forthright way his administration 
and the 14-member panel moved to 
.^rrect past mistakes.would restore

was living in Italy. Texas, in 1991 
when he died. He never knew the 
federal government used him as a 

test subject
The committee recommended that 

three types of about 4,000 experi­
ments conducted during the Cold 
War warrant compensation. In addi­
tion to the plutonium experiments, 
they include sirconlum injections 
and whole-body radiation experi­

ments.
Although the Identities of the test 

subjects are not known. Bbergy Seep- 
^rv Hfpd Ol^arv hw estimated the 
experiments may have involved 800 
people. Soma of them consented, and 
othen were not told of the health 

risks.
Rep. Martin Frost, D-DaUas, who said if we had a million dollars for 

every year our father had plutonium 
in i his body, It still would not be 
enough because he is dead."

NemExpross/

October 4,1995

Clinton apologizes to radiation'experiment
I
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the verdict
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Nation screeches 
to a halt for that 
historic moment

” people gathered in tne street out- 
side NBC's Todas," show studio

Ng wsExprosa^

not to compete with Simpson. — 
Energy Secretary Hazel OT-eary 

and Health and Human Services. 
Secretary Donna Shalala changed 
the time ol a news conterence on 
Cold War-era secret_radiaijflfi^x— 

to avoid conflict with
----------- lict.

It was too soon for TV ratings to 
give an accurate picture of how 
many Americans were tuned in to 
the live network broadcasts from 
Los Angeles Superior Court.

The Simpson verdict probably 
attracted the largest daytime tele­
vision audience in L'.S. history. 

“It's going to be a monster,'* 
predicted Jack Loftus, vice presi­
dent of communications at Nielsen 
North America, the television rat­
ings service. '

Between 1:05 p.m. and 1:10 p.m. 
EDT, the minutes leading up to the 
announcement of the verdict, 
AT&T, the nation’s largest long­
distance carrier, reported a 58% 
drop in long-distance calls.

At least 10 papers, including the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. The Phila-. 
delphia Daily News. The Washing­
ton Post. St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
Wichita Eagle and Baltimore Sun. 
published rare extra editions Tues­
day afternoon.

In the minutes ticking up to the 
verdict, the response was almost 
universal. People were mostly 
quiet, jittery. Some cracked jokes, 
seemingly to break the tension. 
"This is sooo agonizing," said one 
woman in New York.

At The Downtown Athletic Club 
in Baltimore, about 75 sweating 
people in gym clothes stopped 
their workouts and leaned forward 
silently to watch and listen.

Cheers outweighed any other 
response from the multiracial 
crowd outside the Los Angeles 
courthouse where Simpson was 
tried. The reaction was similar 
outside the NBC studio in New 
York, where the crowd was mostly 
white, young and dressed in con- 
servative business attire.

"There WILL be a Naked Gun 
Part IV!" one young New Yorker 

» yelled. The crowd laughed.

But elsewhere — at a senior 
citizen's center in Concord, at a 
shopping mall in Toledo — the 
response was mostly limited to 
gasps of shock. In Omaha, Neb.. 
the verdict was met with silence 
from a racially mixed crowd of 
about 60 at a Sears department 
store. □ □□

The Observer's Washington Bu­
reau contributed tojhisarticle^ _ .

By MITCHELL LANDSBERG 
Associated Press

It was as if an entire nation was 
holding its breath and. in an in­
stant, let it go in a sigh, a gasp, a 

whoop, a curse.
"Oh my God!" shouted a factory 

worker in Toledo, Ohio. "Yes!" 
exclaimed an airport worker in 
Chicago. "I just can't believe this!' 
said a YMCA staffer in Concord,
N.H. L ,

Fifteen months after the slow- 
motion chase of a white Ford 
Bronco stopped Americans in their 
collective tracks, a national obses­
sion came full circle Tuesday when 
a Los Angeles jury pronounced 
OJ. Simpson not guilty.

Once again, people stopped 
what they were doing. Once again, 

- thev turned to television or radio. 
And once again, what they saw 
and heard seemed almost too 
much to believe.

"Wild, absolutely wild," de­
clared Mike Bailey, a clerk at the 
federal courthouse in Oklahoma 
City, who listened to the verdict 
read over the radio. He had been 
left alone to guard the courthouse 
counter alter other workers — 
from clerks to judges — streamed 
into a jury assembly room to watch 
the verdict on television.

Few events have so held the 
nation in thrall as the Simpson 
trial, and few events have brought 
the country to such a standstill — 
if only for a few minutes — as the 
reading of the verdict.

Offices in New York’s Rockefel- 
_ ler Center emptied as hundreds o£

to watch the news on 10 large 
outdoor monitors.

On the flight deck of the aircraft 
carrier Independence, a special 
transmission from the Pentagon 
reached flight crews on duty in the 
Persian Gulf.

Far-flung U.S. military bases — 
like those at Lajes in the Azores 
and Kwajalein Atoll in the South 
Pacific and Diego Garcia in the 
Indian Ocean — all received the 

news live.
At a pizza restaurant in Spring­

field, Mo., a hospital in Grants 
Pass. Ore., a state office building in 
Albany, N.Y., a high school in 
Albuquerque, N.M. — in short, 
almost everywhere — ordinary 
business stopped while people 
watched the verdict.

Even politics took a breather. 
President Clinton left the Oval 
Office to watch. And Sen. Sam 
Nunn of Georgia had scheduled a 
news conference to announce 
whether he would seek reelection 
next year. He postponed it so as 



“When the government does wrong, we have a 
ioral responsibility to admit it," Mr. Clinton said.

The experiment, conducted between 1945 and
1947, was deemed necessary at the time to assess 
the risks that workers faced when exposed to such
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■ Committee proposes the 
government pay restitution to the 
families of unknowing victims of 
tests in the 1940s

Circulacion 82,000 Dally 

95,000 Sunday

President apologizes for 
radiation experiments

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — President Clinton apologized 
Tuesday to the survivors and families of those who 
unknowingly were subjects of government-spon­
sored radiation experiments, and ordered his Cabi­
net to devise a system of relief - including financial 
compensation.

Wednesday - October 4, 1995 
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Nevertheless, administration officials appeared 
to leave the door open for additional restitution, if 
warranted.

Energy Secretary Ha^el O'T>arv said in an inter- ‘ 
<new that there could be “thousands, many thou­
sands" of individuals who deserved payment, but 
stressed that both the government and the panel had- 
been hampered by poor or nonexistent record-keep­
ing during that time period.

Since her department’s investigation began, “of 
the 10,000 calls we received, about 3,000 individuals 
gave us enough information to enable us to look in 
records and, in all the searching of a quarter of a 
million pages, we found only 50 names," she said.

In the case of the 18 subjects of plutonium injec­
tions, however, she said discussions regarding com­
pensation would begin immediately with their fami-

J

SOUTH CAROLINA EDITION

moral rcsponsiDuivy io aauiu wi . \zuiiwu «»***• 
“The duty we owe to one another to tell the truth and 
to protect our fellow citizens from excesses like 
these is one we can never walk away from."

Saying “our government failed in that-duty,” he 
apologized "to all the American people who must be 
able to rely upon the United States to keep its word 

" to tell the truth and to do the right thing.”
And, in proposing a system of restitution, he add­

ed: “We know there are moments when words alone 
are not enough.”

Mr. Clinton made the remarks as he accepted the 
recommendations of an advisory committee he ap­
pointed to study the secret experiments, which be­
gan In 1944 and continued for three decades.

Although the panel studied about 4,000 radiation 
experiments that took place during that period, It 
recommended that only a handful of victims receive 
compensation. Panel members specifically cited 
three experiments, including one project where 18 
hospital patients, most of them terminally ill, were 
unknowingly Injected with plutonium to determine 
how long the substance remained in their bodies.

The committee also recommended that several 
subjects of total body irradiation experiments con­
ducted during World War II, and the subject of a zir­
conium injection experiment, known only as Cal-Z, 
also be included.

THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE
Augusta, Georgia

materials.
One patient was injected at Oak Ridge Hospital, 

in Oak Ridge, Tenn.; 11 at the University of Roches­
ter; three at the University of Chicago, and three at 
the University of California.

Ms. O’Leary said the funds would come out of her 
department’s budget.

"We are ready and willing to begin a negotia­
tion,” she said. "One thing all of us want to avoid is 
a protracted and expensive lawsuit against the gov­
ernment.”

Mr. Clinton also ordered a review of the proce­
dures Involving all government-sponsored research 
on humans, and said he will create a bioethics advi­
sory commission to police the research process to 
“see to it that never again do we stray from the ba­
sic values of protecting our people and being 
straight with them "

He acknowledged that medical and scientific pro­
gress "depends upon learning about people's re­
sponses to new medicines, to new cutting-edge treat­
ments ... but there is a right way and a wrong way 
to do it”
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But U.S. board 
recommends 
against notification

Nasal radium was 
standard procedure 
in 1940s, 1950s

'V

By Diana K.Suaa 
■uNSTArr

Hundreds of thousands of 
schoolchildren who were giv­
en a nasal radium treatment 
pioneered at John Hopkins 
may have an increased risk of 
cancer, but aTederal adviso- 
ry board concluded yester­
day that notifying them 
would be of little benefit.

The treatment, nasopha­
ryngeal irradiation. Was con­
sidered standard medical 
care in the 1940s and 1950s 
for“middle ear Obstructions, 
infections and deafness. Ac­
cording to a recent estimate 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, at 
leasT 500,000 schoolchildren 
may have received the proce­
dure as late as the 1960s. _

, - cabinet to devise a system of
Although the nasal treat- compensation for

ment was not ekpenmental, certainvictims. 
it was studied by the Adviso- Thg paneps recommenda- 
rv Committee on Human Ra- tion on the nasal treatment 
diatlon Experiments as part drew mixed reactlons. Hop- 
of Its inquiry into more than physicians who have

I 4,000 human radiation ex- studled jt took issue with the 
periments starting in 1944. finding of increased cancer 

In a massive report pre- risfc Dr Donald proctor, a
7e«e7dS. -t^‘e'oT7tUe

declared that many of those n0 evidence that it
government-sponsored ex- caused harm 
periments were performed ,^ou would tWnk that 
without consent and that there were any real danger 
doctors took advantage of there wQuld have been hun. 
their patients’trust. dreds, or perhaps thousands

Mr. Clinton immediately people documented as 
apologized to the survivors tSee Radiation, 7b]
and families and ordered his __________

/Burrellis nowBExpresa^/

October 4,1995
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was whetheiDr. Kutn raaen — was wnemei -- - Wprpntanyone should be nollfled formed- £ mek« a. clear that they werent

Dr. Lorraine Marin, a radiation

BUL Decause uieie is nu au.cHi,- ~ __ ja*n
ed screening procedure tor those jutothe

for short periods. Patients say it mended against notifying people Hypene and ruouc ne-uu 
felt uncomfortable. Some say they exposed as children. A Sed ^ treatment through a
tried to block out the memory. adult military personnel who also ceived the^treatment r g

Elsin Aim Terry remembers it underwent the treatment received cbnic Hopkinss set up tti H. g
well In 1955, at 14, she appeared significantly lower radiation, the town. Dr. G 8 leadintt
on a Baltimore medical television committee said, and don’t need to epiden^ology p ?

'.‘Because this thing was nev er

r

' 7

vZ-L

Studies at the time showed ical follow-up. aomg cnei J . •
that the procedure was effective According tc.thereportjMe S'Pate o™ „„npr”ht clearing- 
for curing chronic ear, nose and phaiyngeal irradiation did put the up his.own P

SS^STpS^ X^S-arediation

BBSS SHSS 

ly, who got the treatments in Bal- head and neck to those who had they'ha sQ fl closer exami-
timore when she was 14. She the nasopharyngeal treatment at the phys

4.35 in 1,000 — 62 percent more

But because there is no accept-

even I------
have both suffered from gall blad -----------
der and other health problems at tumors, 
the same time.

timore when she was 14. She
blames them for her six miscar­
riages, a pituitary tumor and other than normal.
health problems. "

The method involved inserting
a radium-tipped rod In the nostril cancers, the committee recom-

— -r—-------  study, expects results next
Sulart A. Farber, a couaulW CMe5

Rector is concerned. The Naval 
Academy physics professor said

Her identical twin, who didn t lonowea ine issue, cdueu Cu. aiands are swollen and he’s
have the treatment, has a full set cision outrageous, noting a smeiU Ms glands are s
of teeth and no Oraves- disease. 19S2 Hopldns study.that 1taurid ““e“n™°"CSthlnkjne back to' 
------ though the pair of sisters four patients who had the radium fh°r’X^the received for ear 

both suffered from gall blad- treatment died of head and net Jc the■treatment ntt.pnriin(r

nation of the head and neck area 
can be done during checkups.

But she added It was difficult to 

-- ------ *
The Johns Hopkins School of 

Hygiene and Public Health is

trouble when he was attending 
Hopkins graduate school.

on a Baltimore medical television ----------------------------
show as a success story. But by be notified, 
age 20, she had lost all her teeth. E---------- --------- . t
She also suffers from Graves’ dis- scientist who works in radiation 
ease, a thyroid condition. risk assessment and has closely

Her identical twin, who didn’t followed the issue, caUed that d.e-

But some people who received ----------------
nasal irradiation say the panel was children exposed to iodine 131 or

... SSSS“and there haven’t been any" anyone should be notified for med- jnakesit; cI ajjney
W..HUC thp tlmP showed icalfofiow-UD. doing their jobs, saio m.
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President apologizes for
radiation experiments
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are (from left) President Clinton; Dr. Ruth Faden, chairv/om-

Accepting the 900-page re-
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18 civilians with plutonium, were 
singled out as clear violations of 
ethical and moral standards.

“When the government does 
wrong, we have a moral respon­
sibility to admit it,” Clinton told 
an audience that included a num­
ber of relatives of some of the 
victims of the most troubling ex­
periments.

Promising to prevent future 
abuses, the president established 
the National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission to help shape policy

Auociatcd Pr«u

At the ceremony recognizing abuses in radiation testing

-t Washington — President
Clinton apologized to the victims
,of secret Cold War-era radiation 
experiments Tuesday and prom­

ised greater openness to guard

^gainst future abuses.
, “We will no longer hide the 

.truth from our citizens,” Clinton
§aid at a White House ceremony
where he accepted a report docu­
menting three decades of gov-

, ernment-sponsored experiments
.on people, often without their

A 14-member advisory panel an of the human radiation advisory committee; Energy Sec- 
has recommended that victims of retary Hazel O’Leary; and Attorney General Janet Reno.

'Procedure to pay
victims discussed

«

the radiation experiments from
1944 to 1974 be financially com­
pensated in cases where the gov- port along with Attorney General 
ernment or researchers deliber- Janet Reno, Clinton said, “The 

4ately misled them, or where United States of America offers a 
,jhere was no medical benefit and sincere apology to those of our 
they were physically harmed. citizens who were subjected to 

Energy Secretary Hazel these experiments, to their fam- 
O’Leary said she planned to es- ilies and to their communities.” 
tabiish a task force to examine The panel documented some 

4who might be eligible for com- 4,000 radiation experiments, but 
pensation. Most of the experi- said most “are unlikely to have 

. ments involved the Atomic Ener- caused physical harm.” Never- 
'gy Commission, the depart- theless, a number of experi­
ment’s predecessor agency. ments, including the injection of
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regarding research to assure sentation. You can call it lying” 
protection of human test sub- said Faden, an ethics professor 
jects. He also ordered a govern- at Johns Hopkins University, 
ment-wide review to make cer- She said among the most 
tain that the rights of anyone par- troubling aspects of the Cold 
ticipating in a medical War-era experiments was the 
experiment is protected. cloak of secrecy that surrounded

The advisory panel singled them. The panel urged new gov- 
out only three experiments, in- emment guidelines for openness 
volving about 30 people, where it and continued declassification of 
said compensation clearly is documents related to Cold War- 
warranted. It cited a half dozen era experiments.
other cases that might be “candi- The panel also recommended 
dates” for compensation if the compensation for the experi- 
test subjects were found to have mental iryection of a person in 
suffered physical harm. the 1940s with zirconium and a

Clinton said most of the Cold World War II-era experiment in 
War-era experiments were con- which individuals were subject- 
ducted in an ethical manner, but ed to whole-body radiation, 
others — including the plutoni- Other cases that the panelothers — including the plutoni- Other cases that the panel 
um experiments — were wrong said might lead to compensation 
and often shrouded in secrecy claims if physical harm were 
"not for a compelling need for shown involved irradiation of 
national security, but for the sim- prisoners’ testicles in Washing­
pie fear of embarrassment.” ton and Oregon, experiments in

Clinton created the Advisory which children at the Femald 
Committee on Human Radiation School in Massachusetts were 
Experiments in late 1993 after given low doses of iodine-131 in 
disclosure of the plutonium-ex- breakfast cereal, and research 
periments. on pregnant women at Vander-

The committee members bilt University in Nashville, 
were "morally outraged” by the “It is absolutely imperative 
plutonium experiments and rec- that this nation never again con- 
ommended victims’ families re- duct secret research on human 
ceive financial compensation subjects,” Faden said. “We don’t 
even if direct physical harm can- want 50 years from now there to 
not be proven, said Dr. Ruth Fa- be another committee... investi- 
den, the panel’s chairwoman. gating allegations of abuses of 

“There was active misrepre- human subjects.”
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Stewart Farber
Radiation health physician

America's.
ATOMIC

Fallout

may have been exposed to radioactive 
radium decades ago, according to new 
estimates made public by the national 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre­
vention.

That number quadniples a previous 
estimate by scientist Stewart Farber, a 
Rhode Island radiation health physi­
cist who brought the treatments to 
light several years ago.

The new estimates would mean that 
many more people who received the 
treatments may develop brain or neck 
cancers or thyroid diseases, scientists 

say.
The new numbers were announced 

last week by CDC’s Dr.' Anne 
Mellinger at Yale University.

Farber called the new CDC num­
bers “really incredible and all the more 
reason why they should be doing 
something.”

Nasal-radium cases quadruple
<4 Ifs not worth notifying anyone on this issue? 

As many as 2.5 million Americans It’s not worth issuing medical advisories to people? 
I guess it all depends on your values.

The Albuquerque THbune
A Scrippe Howard Newspaper 

Circulation - 41,000

that may develop. found an increased risk of head and
The commission’s report is sched- neck cancers and of thyroid disease in 

uled to be delivered to President Clin- adults exposed to nasal radium as chil- . 
ton on Tuesday. dren.

Farber disputes the commission’s People were exposed when doctors 
reasoning, especially in light of the inserted metal rods, tipped with a cap- 
new'numbers. sule of radioactive radium, into the pa­

ct’s not worth notifying anyone on tients’ noses. The treatment was used 
this issue?” he said. “It’s not worth is- for a variety of ailments, including si- 

, string medical ad- nus infections, mild deafness and dif­
ficulties adjusting to pressure changes. 

Mellinger presented the new num-

Mellinger, of CDC’s National Cen-

- should be done about the people ex- those exposures, according to calcula- workshop scientists and doctors that

visories to peo­
ple? I guess it all _ .
depends on your bers at a scientific workshop on nasal 
values.” radium experiments and treatments

CDC’s numbers sponsored by Yale University’s Med- 
suggest that as ical School last week.

'The“revelation coincides with a de- many as 23,067 people could be ex- Mellinger, of CDC’s National Cen-
bate in Washington, D.C., about what pected to develop brain cancer from ter for Environmental Health, told

posed to nasal radium. ’ ’ tions done by Farber. thenumbersare“baUparkestimates,’-
A report by the President’s Adviso- He used the government’s method, based on the number of radium rods 

rv Commission on Human Radiation but Farber said if other methods are soldtodoctorsandusedforyearsbo- 
Experiments recommends against no- "used, the number of projected brain ginning in the 1950s.
hiyiflg thU fStients or advising them cancers would be as low as 600. The wide range depends on howof-
how to get medical treatment. The All the estimates are based on a ten the ear, nose and throat special­
commission reasons that little could study done nearly two decades ago at ists used them. Some evidence sug- 
be done to prevent or treat the cancer John Hopkins Medical Center. It gests use into the early 1970s.
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DAN RATHER: ,  
financial compensation for thousands of American citizens subjected 
to the U.S. government's secret radiation experiments during the 
Cold War. The Presidential panel also rejected contacting the test 
subjects even though many received the radiation without their 
knowledge or consent. The panel concluded that in most cases the 
radiation posed no long-term health risks.

station CBS Network
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Panel: No need to notify 
radiation test subjects >

There would be little or no rvi 
benefit in compensating or even 
notifying most of the people who 
took part, often unknowingly, in 
some 4,000 radiation experiments 
the government sanctioned dur­
ing the Cold War, a presidential 
panel says.

Concluding the tests posed lit­
tle long-term risk, the advisory 
panel rejected the idea of wide­
spread efforts to contact or pro­
vide medical follow-up for survi­
vors among the estimated tens of 
thousands of subjects.

In nearly two years of investi­
gation and a review of more than 
100,000 documents, the advisory 
group found evidence of many 
tests in which subjects’ consent 
was lacking or in doubt.
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Panel rules out
major followup 
on radium test j

A Tribute Staff, Wire Report
Washington — There would 

be little or no benefit in compeneat- 
ing or even notifying most of the 
people who took part, often unknow* 
ingly, in some 4,000 radiation exper­
iments the government sanctioned 
during me Cold War, a presidential 
panel says.

Concluding the tests posed little 
long-term risk, the advisory panel 
rejected the Idea of widespread ef­
forts to contact or provide medical 
followup for survivors among the 
estimated tens of thousands of sub* 
jects.

In nearly two years of investlga- 
tioo and a review of more than 
100,000 documents, tbe advisory 
group found evidence of many tests 
in which subjects' consent was lack- ' 
Ing or in doubt

Experiments often were kept un­
der wraps for decades because of 
fear of bad publicity, the advisory 
panel said, and In many cases tbe 
Identity of test subjects remains un­
known.

The Tampa Tribune reported 
last month that the advisory panel 
would not. recommend health 
screenings for children and adults 
who were exposed to radium to 
treat ear infections and other mala­
dies, after the panel concluded that 
the longterm risk was low- ; > '

More than 1,300 military person- • 
nel, their dependents and others > 
went through the radium treatments 
at a military base la, Tampa at the. 
end of World Warn.-
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Odt 0 31335Panel agamst
radiation-test compensation

. experirnftnt* where subjects were dclibcr- were kept under wiaps fbr decades because of 
>telynuxled,didnotsh-eclearcons*utiuwlivhere r«irufbadpubliat>-.theadvisoryn»r»el fx.,™,; 
physWhanucatibeshown. A rt™ ft copy ofth. nearly I^OO^rtpon. was

obtained by The Associany! Proc*

It coneludcs that most orlhe «LOOO expenments 
that the panel documented involved adult 
Patients who were given low-doce radioactive 
tracers that “arc unlikely to ha »c causedphysical 
harm’7 or resulted In longterm health concern .* 

“The darnnge is not physical iujury. although 
this, too, did occur In some cases, (but) the pnin 
ftlt bypeonle who belfevi* that they or their lorad 
on. jS treated with disrespect,” the report
83X0.

Clinton ordered the review in Oec^.oli^f 1093 
after detailed inlbiuiadon became punhe about a- 
acnes of 1940s experiments sponsored bv the 
.Uomic Energy CommUsion in which 10 aeiiuuslv 
ulcmhanswcrc injected deliberately with email 
doses otplutonium to leam more about rhe effects 
ofraniauon.

The plutonium case is one of three in which the 
advisory DanelreenmTnendedmonetaxvcompen- 
Mtinn for families of the victims, me of whom 
lived far many yea^- aCer the injections.

Thn other two eases the panel said warranted 
compcuMtion involved a person who was inject­
ed with drcouium at aboutthe same time as the 
MUtotdum expen mento, and an experiment in 
which individuals were subjected to whole-bodv 
rtalatiQu. also in. Hie 1940s.

________ O?1i'til^eeca5>cri™5uts,iucludlngtheaeiiber-

VSASHINGro.N-MoStpenpTnTubjeetodtogov
crnmftnhcpnccionGd radiation teats duxin* Hi©
Cold War jufTered little uruulong-iastlu* effect ^The ed*Zaur> panel also refected sugf^tions 
and should not be compensated, an advienrypac.. l^ttheilovemmenr.provida widarprend notifi- 
elsaysm its report to th* praridant. cation to the subjects ofpasx exp*.^nuit

Th* panel, which documented someiOOO radi- roeo=uncnded agaiusifbnnal medical tbltowup of 
anon experiments In an lU-month study. Mid it ^pertaeuts. concluding they would b* of little 
found only three eases — involving roujhlv go tnedical benefit-in experiments that occurred 
’udividualt— where compensation cieail* i» war- ^’deeago.
T*“ted- Instead, the panel said the government should
. However, other cases may warrant competu-a ^se the mare than 100,000 documents gathered 

tinn when more information oboutthemis detei-- duringfts investigation as a data baukfbr individ- 
mined, it said. The experiments, many of them uaIs '»“hixig more Information about possible 
highly secret occurred over three decades begin- human exnerimentation. 
ningin the 1040?. Faden.speaJdnstorcpoite^aLabriefli!g.said

The findings by the 14-nieuiLer Advisory com- tliepany! believed resoundingly that indivirfnaU 
were have arighttoknowwhetherthey were subjected 

subnutted to the White House on ilonday. Prcai to ^government sponsored experimenL But that 
dent Clinton war expected to outlinethe govern- procejs, she said, should Start by prov-idiir’indi- 
ment3re5pouse.iucludmgfutureactions.atacer- Tlduals efficient access to documents.

jL. rk t- k . Among the most troubling aspects of the Cold
W? J t P“ei« chairman, said Wiurara experiments was the cloak of secrecy that 
Mondnythatthecommiueesuu^ht to establish a surrounded them, sain Farien-. a bioothicict at ‘ 

ompensgtinnin Johns Hopkins University. EKperiments ullen

fc-Trufbad^nm^ad^^eSh

XD/UJ/^O XliOliJl

10/03/08 06:86
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panel today Will ran for OCOILU McparanenL
notifyingand compensaring peoph who rook ■ Ir alsn ,fifr rhF sirwor of one experiment u ,, e a?n w^° conducted the kjb. Dr. Cari 
pan ID mw of the 4X00 hum^n . A.r«iirin snying he may go to coun tn 2K the federal „. . ^5™oyiedged oiler the tests that he 

conducted uahunwiae during the government to pay for medied fbllowmns. d. 1 lhe ^imates about all passible heath

The panel called the

Conldin said his agency recommended that 
die. panel have medical follow-ups done on the

/esedated a((ti the New Tons nmes.

amsed physical Isom" or result in long-tarm 
health problems, the panel srid.

mncealed from their suhjccts.

Canl^n, a radi^on and manager of air °

r

 , ■!■! ■' 

13

A

T

Even before the panels recommendarinn to 
~~ / _

criticism from radiation vicrirns why ctiarac-

du ft,” said Harold Blbean, a TToutdala Ort. 
resident whose tiwicles were irradiated when 
he was an Oregon stare prison tamare.

Uinton ordered the reviAW of the experi­
ments in 1883 after dcmils about the rests were- 
made public. The tests were conducted from

By LA2RI LANGE
wstzsra

A presidential panel today will call for • twl Sialtt Health Department

N? ttperimenrx done in the Nbnirwat

J'uU8®1 wonliy

A report by a I5-memher panel said ±c ' 
three oqwrinwnts, all involving people dellb- 
erarefy injecscd with oi subjected to radjanon 
in the ISHte. indiratid deliberate oncinpQ “to >

purpose of avoiding potential irahiiity _ 
public embarrassmenL* The panel called the

White House hneflug Uxlay. A draft- was
- fa - - * — ■  « •

its coniatns confirmed by pan*; auirF • i
The report said most of the tests pnsM. 

JrrrfA _ v • * • •
part and said rhe federal govermnera- should 
doc contux or provide uicdtad- follow-ups lor 
aurvivpts of these purportedly low-risk* Mpwi- 
mena a group whose mnnbers are ectimntcd 
to be m rhe tens of thousandx

-Most of the crpexiuiems, performed to test 
me effects of rarkanon on hmnans invoivod 
adults being gwn low dos® of radioactive 
Tracer elements thnr “are unlikely to have

rr A

Bibeau said. Heller died lu. 1983.
Dfbeau, 53. said he has reported thoss and 

other raaiaiion-rebMri heilth problems to the 
Energy Department bur has so fa. received no 
help. He said he thinks the panel is trying to 
protect the government from lowauits.

“I think their recoumicndarfon Should nave
4. to ira.» >«. ■STESTSS

purpose of avoiding potential liability and more abouL '’““‘'W’s eStas on humans. complee inforniation. “iwvw did makeii
public embanassment* The panel called the It was not dear what Clinrrin win do io farmed consent because we were lied to about 
experimsnrs “assaults on privney and mdivil- response to the recotamaxlcrionx Tnergy our loog-teiin chances of having a pmhl<*m ” 
ualri^ts,”_ Dcparoueut spokowuman Javne Bradv said" . CotiKim of the srate Health D^ortment

Mid a sate review of the prison -rmmix
showed inmaio got doses as high as 400 to-600

by the 
the inmates

“Same ware told about the cSeea dike) a 
—._1______ f . t »• -•-» _

rem would do more than a sunhnrn, Vcouid

Panel calls for narrow 
amends on radiation tests

The condurions disapyuiiued Washington
sate offldals. who had hoped there, wwld be _ 
medical fallouMns on come inmaies at the _ i^uunnmun,.
sain penitentiary wlI0 underwent raoiahon pensarinn"^0^‘t®tfc.CTh^r'l^rinH
“P06016 ® testicles in rhe eariy 1970s. experiments on WashiugLuu and Oregon state 
Tests also wwv conducted on Oregou stale • pnson tn mares, school children in Macrarh... 
imnares ar abuui the same time. setts and pregnant women in Tannasscc.

bome said the panel’s ruling seemed; Bibecu, an Oregon stare imuaie during the 
designed to pretca the goveuuutatt ftom ’ «arty 1970s. said he and other Oregon rnmar® 
hiwjufts. were told the radiation might cmue chromo-

“It was » political decision," said Al' *o”»al damage and skin bnmiug llrat would l^sr

It was not dear what cinn-nn win do in fanned consent because we were lied to about 
_—.. ~ *. ——--’-•:n3. gnergy our long-tenn chances of having a prnhlom " 

yeoman Javne Bradv said- . Conklin of the. ifeafth Depaxtmttt 
..............  .................. ........................ me report Demg presented in Cimron win i

President CUnton ws$ anneunod, it drew include suggestions for actions. : 
criticism from radiotion'viatims wlw cbarac- Panel counselui Sieve Ealdman said the “rem" Of radiation'to rhe festidKaftim®."(Ji 
terized it as too uatrow. group Geoded compensation shnulrf he paid to mm is a unit .of radiation ahsorptiou bv the

The report was scfaeouW to be formally test participants facing more than ■ oae-in- body). The doses may hare placed the inmates 
annntinrad and presented to Clinton in a . 1.000 chance of mmri bemuse of the tests. It 11 tacreased cancer nsk.

. w r . . shouiQ also be paid tn cases where rnwments “Same ware told abocr rhe effaam (in.a a

obUmttlbyxheAssodated. Press yeCTATrfay and are available for baaith problems caused by the minor sunburn,” Couklin aid. Tour hundred 
is contents confirmed by pane! MalT I esperimciB. rem would do more than a sunhnrn, it couid

Uic report -said most of the tests pnsM . . In one ot the three cases where, enmpensa- render yon sterile for yum.”
Urtie long-term health risk tn people who took' ti‘on was deemed wananrad, the Energy De- Conldin said his agency recommended that 

i —.j. .. partmenfs predecesscu, Hie Atomic Energy Hie.panel have medical follow-ups dans on the
Commission, snonsored tests from iSMJi rn 1947 Prisoners ra cheek their health The r-r-^ 
m which 18 people at the Unrvcrsity of acconifag to the draft, rejedal the Idea.
Rochester and three othei umversides were ■ ____
Injected with radioaenve plutonium. In annrhw ■ This moo<t Indud® matcrid from The 
cacft. » patient at th* Unwersity of Cdiforai*
was injected wTth_radioaaivc zirconiuni In
1348. In the third test. 29 people receivsd dos®
of radiation throughout their bodies from 1942 
to 1945.

The panel said all three experimenu were

The panel said u uuuld nor find enougn 
information to warrant recommending eam-

“Posure to their testicles in rhe eariy i970e. experiments on Washfogiuu and Oregon 
Tests also ware conducted on Oregon aUie • pnson Inmates, school children, in Maw:

OoH 3 1S95
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The results of the 18-month study were should
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WASHINGTON - An .Wsory puel ““
k iiinMr n>>nnm rtAwari

pie advisory panel also rejected sug-

Panel: No compensation
needed for radiation tests
-------------  ------------------------------ -— deliberate injection of 18 individuals with

Sr p£7-£-/?S /S u. Q ~TTm

ocT-03-igyi> 0^ = 41

says most people subjected to government* ~ " > —*--*"•
sanctioned radiation. tg^aJuring the Cold -----------„Jcclca sug.
War suffered little or no long-lasting effect, gestions that the government provide wide-

The Advisory Committee on Human sPrea? notification to the subjects of past 
Radiation Experiments, which documented exPenments.

3aid 5UbjeCt5 Sh0Uld not 7116 PaneI recommended against formal 
mpensated. medical follow-up of experiments, conclud-

The panel said it found only three cases ^2 they would be of little medical benefit in

Instead, the panel said the government 
' M the iftore than 100,“* '

— involving roughly 30 people — where experiments that occurred decades ago. 
compensation dearly is wamnted. . . fastiad. the panel said the government

However, other cases may warrant ^ata ““ for individuals wishing more in- ' 
compensation when more information about *or]®ation about possible human experimeh- 
them is determined, it said. tation. ■ ■ •

Faden said the panel believed resound­
ingly Jhat individuals have a right to know ; 

sponsored experiment. But that pro- 
she said, should start by providing

The experiments, many of them highly
secret, occurred over three decades begin- . 

. ning in the 1940s. . whether they were subjected to a. govern- i
President Clinton is expected to outline ment-3P°nsored experiment. But that oro- 

the government’s response at a ceremony • j. ------------------
today. individuals efficient access to documents.

Dr. Ruth Faden, head of the panel, said Among the most troubling aspects of the 
the committee sought to establish a dear ^o^ War-era experiments was the doak of 
framework that calls for compensation in «crecy that surrounded them, said Faden,
any experiments where subjects were delib- a bioethidst at Johns Hopldns University, 
erately misled or did not give dear consent P
and where physical harm can be shown fcxpenments often were kept under

p, . ... wraps for decades because of fear of bad
.Only three experiments, mduding the publicity, the advisory panel found.
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by nwret^ radiation icxPer\r!!Cn5?  ̂
performed during and after World

fornia at San Francisco, the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, and CONTINUED
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entitled to "a personalized, individ­
ualized apology” and "financial 
compensation.”

The panel cited three specific 
cases as typical:

■ Eighteen people who were 
unknowingly subjected to injec­
tions of plutonium — the deadly 
radioactive ingredient of the Na­
gasaki atomic bomb — in experi­
ments conducted between IMS 
and 1M7 at the University of Cali- 

■ An unknown number of peo­
ple, including 14 at the University

• of Chicago’s Tumor Clinic, who 
were subjected at various times 
during World War II to high radia­
tion doses covering their entire 
bodies.
■ Subjects of several other ex­

periments, or their families, 
should also be compensated if the 
Individuals were harmed, the pan-

ine universities of Chicago and 
Rochester.

■ A 58-year-old cancer patient 
who in 1M8 was injected with ra­
dioactive zirconium as part of an 
experiment at UCSF known as 
Cal-Z.

out the panel’s recommendations, 
however, is that the government 
has not tracked down many sub­
jects of such experiments because 
of insufficient records.

The panel found only a "murky 
historical record" for many of the 
experiments — particularly those 
conducted by the CIA and code- 
named MK-ULTRA, in which hun­
dreds of unwitting subjects were 
dosed with LSD and other halluci­
nogens during the 1950s and 60s.

But as early as 1M4, the panel el said This would include experi­
found, atom bomb researchers ments in which prisoners at sever- 
were conducting experiments In al institutions had their testicles ir- 
which people were severely dam- radiated; uranium injection exper- 
aged without their knowledge, and iments at the Universities of 
the families of those victims are Rochester and Boston, and an un­

known number of children who 
were injected with radioactive io­
dine.

The committee said that in 
many cases it could not determine 
the names of all the subjects nor 
the institutions where they were 
subjected to experiments without 
their knowledge or consent. But if 
any families of those people can

War IL
In a draft report obtained by

The Chronicle yesterday, the panel 
said it uncovered records of more 
than 4,000 secret tests — many de­
signed to study the effects of atom­
ic bomb radiation — and although 
the experiments did no severe 
damage in most cases, many were 
immoral and represent “a dark pe­
riod in our history." .

The report is expected to be Ridge 
made public today by President "

• Clinton as a result of nearly two 
years of in vestigatlon by an adviso­
ry committee to the president’s 
Human Radiation Interagency 
Working Group. 

One sticking point in carrying

PANEL: Page All Col. 2

Panel Urges 
Damages for 
'Immoral' Tests
Secret radiation 
trials by U.S. 

£1/ David Perlman 
Chronicle Scltnee Edttor p'l

A presidential panel has called 
on the federal government to apol­
ogize and pay damages to the fami­
lies of an unknown number of 
Americans who were hurt or killed

Octobers, 1995
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prove the subjects were injured/‘ The advisory panel w'as headed 

*.Wr1,0J**- «“*»?■ » spedalls.

..J . . uiuai uc juuy iniormea or the na-through old and incomplete re- ture of the tests, their purpose 
cords on the controversial expert- their possible harm, and - TSy 

mentS. __ their nnceihU 3

gating team, however, did credit
-k.'S’ Energy absolutely necessary the^'nanpJ

and ILe Un&y M drxfll- said, and any Seef lubT- 

thrn. ‘L’fL back must ** f.ulJy informed of the na-

/BUR/^ELLETSNe wsExprcaa/

October 3,1995

pensation, the panel said. jn biomedical ethics at Johns Hof>
Said the panel’s draft report: kins University. Her panel was cre-
“Deliberate attempts by public atePln December 1993, when CUn- 

officials in trusted and often sens!- ton named the heads of the De- 
tive government positions to con- partments of Energy and Defense, 
ceal the fact of participation from 45 wel1 as the and several oth- 
subjects or their families, particu- er agencies, to Investigate mount- 
larly in the absence of national se- ^8 reports of unethical and possi- 
curity justification and for the de- Wy criminal experiments on hu- 
clared purpose of avoiding poten­
tial liability and public embarrass-
SJfn. de° 10 sel®c3 « team of“colleCaUguM

mans.

The agency heads named Fa- 

foundations of Individual privacy £3 “S

and self-determination. comb through hundreds of thou-
Although the panel recom- sands of pages of classified docu- 

mended compensation for people ments and to interview those sci- 
who were injured, it said that most enlists still alive to trace the exper- 
of the 4,000 Cold War experiments iments and, where possible, find 
the panel investigated “were un- the potential victims, 
likely to have caused physical
harm” to the unwitting subjecte. . ?,nce t,hen' seve™l families of 

, victims have begun lawsuits
“The damage is not physical in- against the government to recover 

jury, although this too did occur in damages, and the Defense Depart- 
some cases, but the the pain felt by ment said it is still trying to track 
people who believe that they or missing records on thousands of 
their loved ones were treated with soldiers and sailors who were ex­
disrespect," the panel report said, posed to radiation during atom 
It charged that the experiments bomb tests in the Pacific and later 
constituted "assaults on privacy at the government’s secret Nevada 
and individual rights." Test Site, some 65 miles north of

Although the panel agreed that Vega*- 
in the “great majority" of cases, Among other recommenda- 
the experiments were conducted tions, Faden’s panel also conslder- 
lo advance biomedical science,” ed the future need for human ex- 
XynTinSldtUCt.ed??dvance Diments related to national de- 
national interests  ̂in defense or fense and called for independent 
space exploration. committees of experts to oversee

Members of the panel’s Invest!- 811 such exPeri“ents.

Experiments must be judged

said, and any volunteer subjects
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Dr. Ruth Faden, the panel' 
woman, said Monday that tl

4

die u nuliation or prisoners' testides 
m Oregon and Washingtonthe KnhjoctS of past experimcuts. 

And it recommended against formal

f

i
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By H. JOSEF HEBEHT 
n>» Axxociutd PncB

SA panel finds that most people 
who underwent federal 
experiments during the Cold War 
should not be compensated

ZUZ 5Bb yya? Uauidin niKe-HQ 
HANFORD JIC

Radiation 
tests had 
little effect

•HE OREGONIAN'
. Portland, or

ments involving children at the Fet- 
nald School iu Mavarhn^m mrt 
researen involving pregnant women 
at Vanderbilt Uhivareity in Tennes­
see.

medical l&llowup of esperiments. 
concluding th*y would bo of little 
medical benefit in ^rp^rim^nR that 
occurred decades ago.

Dr. Ruth Faden, the panel’s chair, 
woman, said Monday that the com­
mittee cought to cstahlish. a clear 
haiucwork lhai calls for compensa- 
non in any experiments where, .oib. 
jacts wore deliberately misled, did 
not give cleai couseul and suffered . 
nnysicalhann.

Only three experiments, in chiding 
the deilberaie injection of 18 indiwo- 
nals with plutonium in the 1S40*, 
clearly met the panels' criteria, she

The advisory panel also rejected 
suggesdais that lhe government 
provide widespread notification to 

Page 00‘i 
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Instead, the panel said the govern­
ment should use the mure than
100,000 documents gathered during 

’ its inyestigarion as a data hank for 
individuals wishing more iufonna- 
tiou ahum possible human experi- 
mentation.
flP obtains draft copy

A draft copy of the nearly l^X)0- 
nage report was obtained by The As- 
aodated Press.

The mport condndos that moot of 
the A000 (wperiments thee lhe pimd. 
ducumented involved anmt patfonte 
who wem g> v»«u low-dose radioactrvo 
tracer tw •'ere unlikely to Law 
caused physical harm” or resulted 
in long-term health ennrerns.

Clinton ordered lhe review m De­
cember 1S93 after detailed fnforma- • 
firm became public shout's serins of ’ 

. l04ta ezpeiiments sponsored by the 
Atomic Energy Commission. In the 
tests, TR seriously ill rivTli-mt were 
injected deliberately with small 
doses of plutonium to leam more 
about th ft effects of ra£stion.

TLe pluionium case is one or three 
in which the advisory panel recom­
mended monetary eompensation for 
fiunilies of lhe victims, some of 
whom lived for many ywre after the 
injections. The other two cases that 
the panel said warranted compensa- 
aon involved a person who wus in­
jected with nreormmi and an 
ment in whicL individnals were 
subjected to wnoie^ody radiation, 
both in th® 1340s.

The advisory committee was less 
certain abour how to d®sl with some 
of th® other more questionable Cold 
War-era esperiments, various de­
tails of which have vnrfoced in re­
rant yaart.

m many such cases a formal gov- 
ernmont apology and finanaol com­
pensation might be warranted, bur 

' as yer not enougn mfonnation in 
availahlR tn make such a dedcion, 

_ the panel said. These cases luuluded 
die irradiation of prisoners' testicles

sauon cieany was warranted.
However, other cases might war­

rant compensation when more nuor- 
mation about them i* detonnined, * 
said. The experiments, many of 
tham highly secret, ocean el fluring 
three decades begtnntng in th® 
WOs.

me findings bv the Itmember 
Advisory Committo® on Human Ra­
diation Experiments were subuulted 
to the White House on Monday. 
President Clinton was aspocted to 
outline the p’wxument’s response, 
including future actions, at a cere­
mony Tuesday.

WASHINGTON — Most neoble 
suhiftcfftd tn envernment-sanctionod 
radiation tests durizut the Cold War : 
suffered utile dr no long-lasting a- '■ 
feds and should nnt be compensaL 
•d, according to an advisory panel’s 
report to the president

The panel, which dacmuented 
about 4,000 radialiuu wwtflmnnts in 
an 18-month study, said it found 
only three cases — involving rough 
ly 30 individuals —- where cumpen- ;
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experiments in which they were

4

*

tween 1944 and 1974. Several of had
come to light earlier, prompting 
Energy Secretary Harel O’Leary to 
recommeri^a fUU J fie PTBs-

unconsdonable.”

r
9

10

though it was not an experiment and 
not directly under our charge, was 
unconscionable.'*

recommend a iuiilnW. J M Ws- The committee found that the 
ident s Advisory Committee on several thousand workers who

h exposed to relatively high levels of 
i- radiation. Officials knew of the haz­

ard and were aware that simple ven­
tilation of the mines could signifi­
cantly reduce it, but they took no

anel urges
paying subjects 
of 9 experiments

Human Radiation Experiments mined uranium for the government 
worked on the cases for 18 months, to make the atomic bombs were

The nme experiments for which * - - -----------

Re search for such evidence should said there was another case that 

t ‘<we were 231 oufc^ed about. What 
The,??>eni?e^ took P1^ was done to the uranium minera,

it recommended apologies and com' 
pensation included:

1945 to 1947 in which 18 people at

three other universities Were in- era. Fain said.

jected with radioactive plutonium 
without their knowledge.
■ A series conducted from 1942 

to 1945 at three universities in 
which 29 patients were given radi­
ation over their entire bodies, main­
ly to to seethe effects rather than to 
treat the patients. The experiments 
were concealed.
■ Total body irradiation per-

years of governmenl-spontored
^4 a A V a a* A a mm m ■ m Am mm L. - . m .m m.« _

prisiSentlU* Jdrnmittee has con-

and that the government should tri, 
apologue.

The committee also recom- Vl
mended that the government com- md Washington 
pensate the patients for at least nine from 1963 to 1973. 
experiments in which they were
subjected to radiation without their iodine was given to hundreds of chil- 
knowtedge, at school for retarded in

But the committee said there was Massachusetts from the 1940s. to 
not enough evidence about other the 1960s.

Lack of evidence in
radiation tests keeps
board from advising
broad compensation

»PWpJ.Wts_________
Tytfitw Yo>iTima

BOSTOW - After reviewing 30 fo^^^* ihTun^ity rf Ch- 
years of government-sponsored o^ti and other uruveraities on 
ra^bonejjenmenu on humans, a hundreds of patients from 1950 until 
prwiaentlri committee has con- wWch was called

“therapeutic’, as well as experimen-

■ An experiment in which the
testes of 131 prisoners in Oregon 
'-J —'Otl werc irradiated ‘
- -------- — —------— m— -
■ A trial in which radioactive

ard and were aware that simple ven-
■ A senes of experiments from tilation of the ---------- ,J ’

1945 to 1947 in which 18 people at <-----, _
the University of Rochester and action and did not inform the min-

experiments to say whether apology The panel’s chairwoman. Ruth 
or compensaUon was mented, but • faden ofjohns Hopkins University,

continue.
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j U.S. to Apologize
*

to Some Victims of Radiation Tests

example, was designed 
mine how much of the

/'Vne patient was injected at Oak 
V-/Ridge Hospital in Oak Ridge.

The work began at a time daring" 
rorld War II when many such

'A
CONTINUED

/

By MARLENE CIMONS 
TIMES STAFF WRITER

World
studies were undertaken in secret 
to help understand radiation risks 
to workers involved in the devei-' 
opment of the atomic bomb. This 
was long before it became standard 
practice to issue “informed con-

■ Research: A few dozen 
subjects of the most 
harmful experiments, or 
their families, could get 
compensation. Government 

secretly funded projects.

VI7ASHINGTON-A presiden- 
W tied advisory committee will

sent” to medical research subjects, 
laying out the risks and benefits of 
participation.

“It was commonplace during the 
19408 and 1950s for physicians to 
use patients as subjects of research 
without their awareness or con­
sent," the report said.

Federal investigators are 
“blameworthy" for not having had 
policies in place to protect subjects
used in research who could not 
have medically benefited from the 
work, the panel said. Researchers 
were ‘less blameworthy" In in4 
stances where they believed the 
experiments might be therapeutic. 

rthe group added.
The plutonium experiment, for 

example, was designed to deter, 
mine how much of the substance 
remained in patients’ bodies after 
exposure. It was deemed necessary 
at the time to assess the risks that 
workers faced when exposed to 
such materials.

historical record” where, in a ma­
jority of cases, “there was simply 
too little documentary evidence” to 
determine whether there was in­
formed consent. .

The panel recommended chang­
es in informed consent .procedures.- 
of today, saying they should more 
realistically reiftct the expecta­
tions of the experimental therapies 
involved. Also, the panel said 
sometimes the informed consent 

' documents are "incomprehensible"’ 
to lay people and should be im­
proved.

Its members focused on eight

the experiment was - kept from 
subjects for the purpose "of avoid­
ing embarrassment," or potential 
legal liability, “and where this 
aecrecy had the effect of denying 
individuals the opportunity to pur­
sue potential grievances."

Among the cases meeting this 
standard were those involving in­
dividuals used in experiments that 
offered "no prospect of direct med­
ical benefit,” and where injury 
from the experiments resulted. 

Specifically, the panel recom­
mended that apologies and com­
pensation go to the families of 18 
hospital patients, most of whom • 
were terminally ill at the time, who 
were unknowingly injected with 
plutonium between 1945 and 1047. 

The committee also recom­
mended that several subjects of 
total body irradiation experiments 
conducted during World War II, 
and the subject of a zirconium 
injection experiment, known only 
as Cal-Z, be included.

Noting that these cases have had 
a lasting impact on the country as a 
whole even though they occurred 
decades ago, the commission said 
“The greatest harm from past ex­
periments and intentional releases 
may be the legacy of distrust that 
they have left."

Hundreds of intentional releases 
of radiation "took place in secret, 
and remained secret for decades " 
the report said, and information 
about human experiments was kept 
secret “out of concern for embar­
rassment to the government, po­
tential legal liability and* worry 
that public misunderstanding 
would jeopardize government pro­
grams."

Tenn.; 11 at the University ol 
Rochester, N.Y.; three at the Uni­
versity of Chicago, and three at the 
University of California. 

The report said panel members 
"struggled" with Hie iiuestluu uf - 
when to recommend that the gov- 
emment extend an apology to indi­
viduals, but said their deliberations 

.... were.. complicated by- ■ “a murky

. recommend today extending an 
official apology and financial com- . 
pensation to just a handful of the 
thousands of Americans who were 
unwittingly exposed to radiation in 
secret government-sponsored ex­
periments in the years after World 
War 11.

The committee studied nearly 
4,000 experiments. But it concluded 
that only three, involving no more 
than a few dozen subjects, raised 
legal and ethical concerns severe 
-enough to warrant offering apolo­
gies and compensation.

Although criticizing the conduct 
of federal officials and others in­
volved, the commission concluded 
that apologies and compensation 
wore not appropriate in most cases 
because most of the experiments— 
conducted between 1944 and
1974—posed little danger to partic­
ipants.

The panel said it believed that 
people who were used as research 
subjects without their consent 
“were wronged, even if they were 
not harmed."

But it said it was “not persuaded 
that . . . financial compensation is 
necessarily a fitting remedy when, 
people have been used as subjects 
without their knowledge or con­
sent but suffered no material harm 
as a consequence,”

An apology and compensation 
were called for, the report said, in 
instances where information about 
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different categories of radiation 
experiments. These included the 
plutonium experiments and others. 
involving materials uaedl&Itbmlc 
bombs; ■' non-therapeuticZ .'research, 
on children; total body Irradiation;-, 
researchion prisoners; tha^omidg 

. Energy Commission "program  ̂
radioisotope distribiitfonV human'' 
experimentation in connection, 
with nuclear weapons testing; 
tentionalenvlfbnmenul releases qf ? 
radiation; "and ’observational raV 
search involving uranium:miners:.-, 
and residents-of the Marshall Is-^ 
lands, jyly were exposed-to radkt- ; 
tion from nuclear kets. ;. ■ j

The period of the experiments. ' 
encompassed both the birth of the 
new field of radiation science and 
the evolution of more sophisticated 
concepts of biomedical ethics to 
protecthuman research subjects. . 

The experiments ended during a 
watershed year when the govern­
ment recognized theneed to pro­
tect human 'subject^?*--
• The-.majority-of -experiments 
identified by the panel involved 

• * . «_■ j   1—— J i

amounts similar to^lhdse used jn ■’
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Most Cold War radiation experiments caused little long-term harm, report says
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sponsored by the Atomic Energy 

___________ subjected to a

J . Thai case, in which 1> serious-
sponsored iu civilians were lidected with
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Among the of three in which the advisory 

most troubling panel recommended monetary 
aspects of the compensation for families of the 
Cold War-era victims, some of whom lived for
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ist at Johns pertinents, and an experiment in

Panel finds few cases for compensation
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Few radiation subjects ‘harmed’

« go to the families at It hospital pa<r 
uents, most of whom were tennlnaU^

Tbs committee also reconunendej^
<.000 experlmenli. But It concluded Jecta without their knowledge or coo- that several wbJecU of total body Ir- 
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t ipolo- gal liability, "and whore thii iccrscy 
Mt ap- bad the effect of denying Individuals

propria Lt to most cases because most the opportunity to pursue potential greatest harm from past eiperimeqts 
of the experiment! - conducted be- Eri^ance*.-* and intentional releases may be

Among the cases meeting this stan- legacy 
dard were those Involving todlviduals left."
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Noting that these cates have had a 
lasting Impact on the country as df 
whole even though they occurred dj- ■ .

ommcno axiecoing an otiKiai apoio- TM pane) said It believed that peo-
gy and nnanclal compensation to a pie used as research subjects without 
handful of the thousands of Ameri- their consent “were wronged, even If 
cans who were unwittingly exposed they were not harmed.”
to radiation to secret government' However, the panel said It was “not 111 at the time, who were unknowingly* 
apenaored cgp^rlnirinta In the years persuaded that... financial compeo- injected with plutonium between 1945*
following World War 11 sadoo Is necessarily a fitting remedy and 1947. » i

The committee studied nearly when people have been used' as sub- The committee also recommended 
4.000 experiment!. But It concluded Jeets without their knowledge or coo- that several subject! of total body ir-
that only three. Involving a few dozen sent but suffered m material harm." radiation experiments conducted dur-7
subjects, raised legal and ethical con- An apology and compensation were tag World War If, and the subject of <

By Marton# Cfmona
U» Ano«<N Timet

WASHINGTON - A presidential 
advisory committee today will rec­
ommend extendini an official apolo-

cans who were unwittingly exposed they were not harmed.” 
to radiation to secret government' 

.sponsored

Panel says handful 
due money, apology

The pane) said It believed that —

6 to 9:30 p.m. - Rocky Flats 
Citizens Advisory Board 
educational presentation at 
Westminster City Hall, lower 
level multi purpose room, 4800 
W.92nd Ave. Call 420-7855. . j
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tween 1MB and 1974 — posed Utile 
danger to participants.

etna severe enough to warrant apol- called lor, the report said, in to- zirconium inject I on experiment,; 
ogles and compensation. stances where Infomiatloo about the known only as Cal-Z, also be tocludefc.’

While criticizing the eondoct of experiment was kept from subjects to Noting that these cases have had a 
federal officials and otheri Involved, avoid embarrassment or potential le- larttag impact on the country-----
the commission concluded that ipofo- gal liability, "and where this secrecy - ‘ 
(tee and eomponsatton were Mt ap- had the effect of denying Individuals cades ago. the commission said, “TM

used la experiment! that offered “no. 
prospect of direct medical benefit,” 
and where Injury from the eiperi1-’ 
merits resulted.

Specifically, the panel recommend­
ed that apologies and compensHtk>i(
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dentlal panel says.
Concluding the tests posed little long-term risk,

. saia warraniea compensation in*
the advisory panel rejected the idea of widespread volved a person who was injected with zirconium at 
efforts to contact or provide medical follow-up for about the same time as the plutonium experiments 
survivors among tens of thousands of subjects. and an experiment in which individuals were sut>

Jwted to whole-body radiation, also in the ISMs.

found evidence of many tests in which subjects’ con- These cases involved deliberate attempts ... to 
sent was lacking or in doubt conceal (the experiments) for the declared purpose

ry panel said, and in many cases the identity of test “a?£ul5 °n PriVf7 ln^dual rights.”
subjects remains unknown. Th* identity of those subjected to the zirconium

In many such cases a formal government apolo-

t
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adult patients being given low-dose radioactive trac- more questionable Cold War-era experiments, vari- 
ers that "are unlikely to have caused physical ous details of which have surfaced in recent years.

- i ? many such cascs a formal government apolo-
yisory panel said. gy and financial compensation may be warranted.

■ » ♦ i??1866 not phyalcal !n]ury’ alt!’ou«h but « yet not enough information Is available to
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panel said.

The advisory committee, chaired by Ruth Faden, 
a bioethicist at Johns Hopkins University, was less

The nearly 1,000-page report, a draft copy of J,Hnd ,the radiation are not known, the
which was obtained by The Associated Press, is to Ba,M! ’*
be 'released by President Clinton today at a White 
House ceremony.  

Most of the Cold War-era experiments Involved certain about how to deal with some of the other

Most radiation test subjects 
at minimal risk, panel says

- sent was lacking or in doubt , ... - • ------------------r- -r—
Experiments often were kept under wraps for 2La*°,,d!?g Potentt.ial Uability and public embarrass- 

deCades because of fear of bad publicity, the adviso- Pre.aidential panel said. It called them

THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE
Auquxta, Georgia

harm” or resulted in long-term health concerns, the
advisory panel said.

t—*
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58r Infor?iati<’n became P?bnc about a se- setts, and research involving pregnant women atrfea of 19403 experiments sponsored by the Atomic Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.

Associated Pws Energy Commission In which 18 seriously 111 civil-

WASHINGTON — There would be little or no ben- learn more aboutthe effe^of radiation>IUtOniUm 10 

efit to compensating or even notifying most of the' The plutonium case is one of three to which the

dential panel says for many years after the injections. Hie other two
fh/'°^Uding the,tests P°sed long46™ rlak. cases the panel said warranted compensation In-

purpose

ment," the presidential panel said. It called them
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U.S. Panel Urges Apology to A Test
Victims

*

concerned about current regulations regarding 
the protection of human subjects and said

r
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By Lynn Sweet
SI X TIMES WASHIM.TIA HI HEM

WASHINGTON... The nation owes a per-

O'Leary were IS subjects of the plutonium
injection experiments.

Of those, the three University of Chicago 
patients were part of tests to determine how 
the body excretes plutonium, a substance used 
to make nuclear weapons.

University spokesman Larry Arbeiter said it 
is not clear if descendants of the three could 
be identified.

The panel identified some 4.000 human 
radiation experiments sponsored by the gov­
ernment during this period, but found it im­
possible to try to contact survivors from 
among the 60.000 original, subjects.

In all, perhaps “hundreds" would lie eligible 
for compensation, according to Stephen Klaid- 
man, a committee spokesman. The report will 
go to a Cabinet-lex cl group that will figure out 
who should be compensated and lor how 
much.

Government secrecy was condemned by the 
panel, which concluded the “greatest harm

from past experiments “may be the legacy of 
distrust they created.”

“,.. Information about human experiments 
was kept secret out of concern for embarrass­
ment to the government, potential legal liabil­
ity, and worry that public misunderstanding 
would jeopardize government programs."

The U. of C. research, however, has been 
public knowledge for at least 18 years. ,

The panel recommended compensation for 
three cases—the plutonium subjects or their 
heirs; a person injected with zirconium, and 
several exposed to body irradiation during 
World War II. The identities of all these 
parties are not known.

Calling for safeguards, the panel said it was 
concerned about current regulations regarding 
the protection of human subjects and said 
“human research can still be conducted in 
secret today, and under some conditions in­
formed consent in secret research can be 
waived.”

The conclusions of the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments, which 
would cover descendants of three terminally ill 
patients injected with plutonium by University 
of Chicago researchers in 1945, will be made 
public today by President Clinton.

A draft of the findings was obtained by the 
Chicago Sun-Times.

The 1 l-member commission wa> appointed 
by Clinton in January of 1994 in the wake of 
revelations of controversial experiments car­
ried out between 1944 and 1974.

Of special interest to the panel and the 
Department of Energy Secretary Hazel

October 3,1995

Best Quality

sonal apology, and in some cases cash compen­
sation, to victims or heirs of victims ol Cold 
War-era radiation evneriments. according to a 
presidential advisory panel.

Hurrmn Radiation Experiments, which 
Id cover descendants of three terminally ill
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Panel Urges U.S. to Apologize for Radiation
Testing and Pay Damages

ergy Secretary Hazel O’Leary to
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Massachusetts from the 1940’s to the been subjects of experiments.
“UTkan thou hoard that th
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tee concluded.
The experiments took place in a

crimes.”
Dr. David S. Egilman, of Brown

treat the patients, and the experi­
ments were concealed.

<IAn experiment in 1948 in which a 
patient at the University of Califor-

woman, Dr. Ruth Faden of Johns 
Hopkins, said that “we were all out­
raged about What was done to the 
uranium miners, though it was not 
an experiment and not directly un­
der our charge, was unconsciona­
ble."

r 
r

emment and its scientists.
,E. Cooper Brown, a lawyer and 

member of the executive committee 
of the Task Force on Radiation and 
Human Rights, an umbrella group 
for radiation victims, said that “Now 
we have a far more complete pic- 

flA’triai in which radioactive io- tore.” But he faulted the panel for

1940's, 820 pregnant women were cian What the committee has done 
given small does of radioactive iron, tends to perpetuate the original

The nine experiments for which it dine was given to hundreds of chil- saying it lacked the staff to locate 
recommended apologies and com- dren at schools for the retarded in and notify all those whojnight have 

pensation included:
9A series of experiments from

1945 to 1947 in which 18 people at the
University of Rochester and three

A committee says the 
search for evidence 
should continue.

By PHILIP J. HILTS^J Cf
BOSTON, Oct. 2 — After reviewing

30 years of Government-sponsored
radiation experiments on humans, a
Presidential Committee has con­
cluded that many were unethical and
that the Government should apolo­
gize. 

The committee also recommend­
ed that the Government compensate
the patients for at least nine experi­
ments in which they were subjected 
to radiation without their knowledge .
and the experiments were concealed nia was injected with radioactive 
from the public. zirconium, and the experiment was

As far as many other experiments, concealed.
the committee said there was not flTotal body irradiation performed

know, they were denied consent and 
cans have a right to decide for themselves

QAt Vanderbilt University in the whether they should consult a physi- 
1940's, 820 pregnant women were cian What the committee has done

their entire bodies, mainly to to see Besides these experiments, there 
the effects on the body rather than to was another case the panel's chair-

1960's "When they heard that, the vic-
qin 1956 and 1957, the United tints’ community hit the roof,” Mr. 

States Air Force administered radio- Brown said. “Also, the people in

flTotal body irradiation performed 
enough evidence to say whether at the University of Cincinnati and 
apology or compensation was mer- other universities on hundreds of pa- 
ited, but the search for such evi- Uents from 1950 until the early 
dence should continue, the commit- 1970’s, which was called “therapeu­

tic” as well as experimental. 
9An experiment in which the tes-

The committee found that the sev­
eral thousand workers who mined
uranium for the Government to
make the atomic bombs were ex­
posed to relatively high levels of
radiation. Officials knew of the haz­
ard, and were aware that simple
ventilation of the mines could signifi­
cantly reduce it but took no action
and did not inform the miners. Dr:
Faden said.

In statements today, lawyers and
doctors who represent some victims
of the experiments praised the com­
mittee's work in unearthing so many 

  r_  new documenu but criticized it for
period between 1944 and *1974. Sev- tes of 13f prisoners in Oregon and 0,6 G°V’
eral of the most egregious ones had Washington were irradiated from “ * 1 *<"*"
come to light earlier, prompting En- 1963 to 1973.
ergy Secretary Hazel O’Leary to 9An experiment at the University
recommend a /ull inquiry, which of Rochester in the 1940’s in which
lead to the President’s Advisory six patienu were injected w:th ura-
Committee on Human Radiation Ex- nium, plus several experiments at
periments, which worked for 18 Harvard University.
months. <“

other universities were injected with active iodine to 120 people, most of these experiments have a right to 
radioactive plutonium without their them Eskimos and Native Ameri- 1  1 1 * 1
knowledge.

•JA series conducted from 1942 to
1945 at three universities in which 29
patients were given radiation over
their entire bodies, mainly to to see
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University said, “Where does the Instead, the committee created 
Government come off setting such a what Dr. Faden called “a road map” 
high standard for apologies? If I step to the committee’s documents and 
on someone’s toe, I apologize.” He other records, a citizen’s guide to 
said it was Important to note that help anyone trace experiments and 
members of the panel were them- whether they might have been part 
selves from the institutions where of one. The committee’s entire 
the experiments were carried out, record of evidence will be placed in 
such as Harvard and Johns Hopkins the National Archives.
Universities. The committee's report has been

Dr. Faden, an ethicist whose par- passed on to President Clinton, who 
ents were both survivors of concen- is expected to hold a press confer- 
tration camps, said in an interview ence on the issue on Tuesday, 
on Thursday that the most difficult
problems the group faced were the
lack of documenution to say just
what happened in the experiments
carried out on thousands of people,
and then, by what standards ethical
violations should be judged.

“\Ve made judgments as best we
could, and concluded there were 
some wrong things done that were
wrong today and wrong then — 40 or
50 years ago. Others, we felt were
wrong today, but by the standard of
the time, it would be hard to hold 
them out for great blame.”

As to the notification of those who
were subjects in the experiments, 
she said, “We as a committee made
an absolute commitment to the posi­
tion that, first, every American citi­
zen should be able to find out what
happened and how the government
conducted itself, and second, wheth­
er they or a loved one was involved
in an experiment.”

"But it became clear early on in
our research,” she added, "that we 
were not talking about hundreds of
cases, but about many thousands of
cases. Even with huge efforts and
years of time would could not re­
cover all the lists of patients in all
those experiments.”
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As startling as the range of the ex-

ment.
The three experiments dted in-

er, the testicles of federal prisoners

plutonium, another in which a single

said, y pation, she added. Faden said the

the extent of experimentation, to de-
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spread use of human subjects in radi­
ation research, Clinton responded by 
enlisting the panel

The group was asked to uncover

victims of the experiments dr their 
families and provide wide-scale medi­
cal follow-up to survivors.

The majority of the experiments 
involved adults who were given very 
low doses of radioactive tracers that

government compensate about 30 in­
dividuals who were subjects in radia­
tion experiments sponsored by gov- _
ernment agencies during the Cold and other agencies sponsoring the
War, and has established guidelines experiments, the panel found that 
under which thousands more victims the federal government backed ap- that the government notify all known 

. of the controversial research could proximately 4,000 experiments in­

remedies or official apologies from 
the federal govempient. For exam­
ple, it recommended that the govern­
ment apologize to victims who re­
ceived no direct medical benefit from 
participation in research, and provide 
financial compensation to those who 
suffered physical injury as a result of 
participation.

But the panel rejected proposals

810,000

Panel Urges Compensation for Radiatioi 
Subjec

TTiousands of Victims of Cold W Research Could Be Eligible for Fine

Im /VZ tennine whether the government 
fl had committed ethical mistakes dur- 

--------------------------------—------'--------- ing the experiments and to establish
A presidentially appointed panel possible guidelines for compensating 

has recommended that the federal victims.
Following an 18-month search of 

hundreds of thousand of documents 
from the Atomic Energy Commission

be eligible for financial remedies. volving tens of thousands of individu-
In a 1,000-page report scheduled als between 1944 and the

for release today, the Advisory Com- mid-1970s, 
mittee on Human Radiation Experi­
ments proposed that surviving sub- periments was the apparently unwit-
jects of three research projects—or ting involvement of individuals from were "unlikely to have caused physi-
the families of deceased subjects— vulnerable population groups, indud- cal harm’* or to have prompted tong-
should receive monetary damages ing children, pregnant women and term health problems, the report
and an apology from the govern- African Americans. In one case, said. Most of the experiments uncov-

mentally retarded teenagers at the ered offered some potential medical
Fernaid School in Massachusetts benefit to participants, the report

eluded a highly publicized case from were fed irradiated cereal. In anoth- concluded.
the 1940s in which 18 seriously ill d- er, the testides of federal prisoners Clinton plans to respond to the 
vilians were unwittingly injected with in Oregon and Washington state panel's recommendations in a White
plutonium, another in which a single were irradiated with heavy doses of House ceremony today, according to
subject was injected with zirconium X-rays. a spokesman. The report, presented
(a metal used in the construction of The panel conduded that subjects to Clinton yesterday, is scheduled to
nuclear reactors) in the same period, should be granted remedies in cases be publicly released at the ceremony,
and a third in which subjects were where the government made efforts A copy was obtained by The Wash­
given total body irradiation during to keep information about the experi- ingtonPost. 
World War IL ments secret from them or their Ruth Faden, chair of the radiation

The 14-member panel, appointed families in order to avoid embarrass- panel and a bioethidst at Johns Hop-
by President Clinton in January ment or potential liability. The re- kins University, said one of the most
1994, was charged with setting the port pinpointed three instances, in- unfortunate aspects of the experi-
record straight in one of the darkest duding the plutonium injections, that ments was the great pains taken to
chapters of American history. After clearly fit those criteria. These ex- conduct them in a shroud of secrecy.
Energy Secretary Hazel R. O'Leary periments were "assaults on privacy Individuals taking part in tests should

"expresseo outrage over the wide-- and individual rights," the report have a right to know of their partici- 
ggjjj pation, she added. Faden said the

The committee also proposed an panel has created a detailed database 
elaborate set of conditions under available to individuals who suspect 
which the victims of other experi- they or their relatives may have 
ments might be eligible for monetary been subjects. The data will be wide-
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ly available to the public through files 
and on the Internet, she said.

Even today, she said, rules could 
allow some experiments to be con­
ducted in secret. The panel also pro­
posed establishing guidelines to pro­
tect the rights of subjects in future 
experiments, it suggested that the 
federal government sharpen the 
rules for gaining consent of partici­
pants and for public disclosure about 
the nature of experiments.

In the report, the panel said it 
found no surviving participants in 
biomedical experiments who need to 
be notified and provided with medical 
follow-up. It recommended that sub­
jects of experiments who have an in­
creased risk of greater than one in 
1,000 of developing radiation-in­
duced cancers may be eligible for 
medical treatment, but only, if the 
treatment can be shown to provide a 
dear medical benefit.

The report also suggests that spe­
cial steps be taken to safeguard the 
interests of “atomic veterans"—^mili­
tary personnel who may have partici­
pated in tests or been exposed to in­
tentional releases of nuclear 
materials.

Several organizations represent­
ing surviving victims of radiation ex­
periments criticized the panel’s re­
port as far too restrictive in its 
recommendations for subjects who 
might be compensated or provided 
with follow-up treatment.

Much of the damage from the ex­
periments, the report said, was “the 
pain suffered by people who believe 
that that they or their loved ones 
were treated with disrespect for 
their dignity and disregard for their
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The panel’s draft report also
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> wronged 
harnja,”

patients substances i 
there was no sxpecta* *
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probably email — risk of cancer 
by the phitannim injection,** the

The emenments were con­
ducted early in the Atomic Age

Compensation for heirs 
of radiation experiment 
subjects recommended 
By Richard Powelson

F

ken bones in a head-on auto colli-’ 
sion.

Records show Cade was taken

. Experiments,

^~hmi repant
r-------—---------------------------------------------------------------- .______ I vw -wwww*

much the families of the radia- Americans are owed an apology .

UT6 Lv -- -------------------------------------

even though they * 
lerea no naalth effects. < 
“The comanittee believes that»

to the U.S. Army’s Manhattan teingillandfawtitution^edleft■ 

Engineer District n^p^tnl in Osk oteir*amMa *
Ridge for treatment and at some ’ _r.
point was injected with radioac- (pro&sah 
tive plutonium. He died eight giving tl
years later of a heart attack in fromwhi
Greensboro, NC.

The advisory panel found a
physician (not identified in the ________ t
report) who claimed to have in- the report before the final draft is 
jected Cade without any formal ’ ------
consent. 

‘“Mr. Cade was put at some—

.----------j were wronged even if they were [
was 53 at the time, a not harmed, “ the draft report' 

cement mixer, who suffered bro- says. !
“We believe that these experi­

ments were unethical. The sub- j

TnarrepOTTniesday after a year
of study, cites no figure as to now 
j__ _t_ SB ••• Ji . • «•

tion-exposed patients should _
paid, leaving that to Congress.

The Oak Ridge man, Eh 
eezer Cade, who was black, was  
the first of 18 people injected people who were used as research • 
with plutonium at various feder- subjects without their consent t 
ally supported facilities, starting
in 1945. He was 53 at the time, a

them vulnerable to exploitation.

lional) responsibilities by

which I

‘Physkaans violated their .t

the ....  
tion they would benefit and* 
whose effects were uncertain.** 
. The panel may revise parts of

GTON — Congress draft report says.
ffTL w -------------- ~ -

relatives of an
and 17 people”  

ihjected^with radioac- earned about the safety ofnudear

ments in the 1940s, a presidential federally supported plants. Scien- 
panel has recommended. tists wanted to know if the hu-

Nswe-SenSnei Washington bureau

W  o
should provide compensation to 

Oak Ridra man 
from other areas

tive plutonium in federal expert- workers expoeed to radiation at

The White House Advisory man body could excrete plutoni- 
Committee on Human Radiation um and how much and how fast it 
’----- '-------yfulh releases its would leave the body. ■

The pond’s draft report also 
concluded thousands of other 

should be for tbeir exposure to radlaSonrt.'

The Oak Ridge man, Eben- suffered no health effects, 
eezer Cade, who was black, was '
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Panel: No need to notify 
radiation test subjects.

There would be little or no At 
benefit in compensating or even 
notifying most of the people who 
took part, often unknowingly, in 
some 4,000 radiation experiments 
the government sanctioned dur­
ing the Cold War, a presidential 
panel says.

Concluding the tests posed lit­
tle long-term risk, the advisory 
panel rejected the idea of wide­
spread efforts to contact or pro­
vide medical follow-up for survi­
vors among the estimated tens of 
thousands of subjects.

In nearly two years of investi­
gation and a review of more than 
100,000 documents, the advisory 
group found evidence of many 
tests in which subjects’ consent 
was lacking or in doubt.
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RADIATION TESTS: Only about 30 of the thousands of 
people subjected to government-sponsored radiation 
tats during the Cold War dearly should be compensat­
ed, a presidential panel recommends. Among the three 
^rwitiS pXFe w<SJJted

with plutonium. The panel said others may be entitled to 
compensation after more information is known.

South Pacific Forum 
cuts ties with France*!^

The 16-nation South ftdflc Forum on Monday sus­
pended Its diplomatic ties with France after the country 
Ignored world opinion and exploded the second and pcs- 

side the French Embassy in Seoul, as Australia, Japan, 
New Zealand, South Korea and the United States voiced 
their objections. But France said it has no intention of 
abandoning its nuclear test program until it has complet­
ed Its task of assuring French security. The White House, 
meanwhile, defended its statement of “regref as a 
strong rebuke of France’s nuclear tats.

NEW JERSEY
TRENTON — The state’s at­

tempt to block the sale of oxy­
genated gasoline this winter was 
illegal, a federal judge ruled. The 
dean Air Act requirwi hearing 
and efa uk before air pollution 
measures can be change
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A Presidential panel today recommended against

JU.S. government’s secret radiation experiments during the 
Cold War. The Presidential panel also rejected contacting the test 
subjects even though many received the radiation without their 
knowiedge or consent. The panel concluded that in most cases the 
radiation posed no long-term health risks.
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broader penalties
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By Scott Allen
• GLOBE STAFF

An advisory committee to Presi­
dent Clinton that documented evi­
dence of 4,000 human radiation ex­
periments, some of which seem to 
leap from the pages of science fic­
tion, has recommended only three 
cases where the federal government 
should apologize and compensate the 
test subjects.

The committee’s voluminous re­
port - already under attack more ________________________________
than a week before its official release HAZEL O’LEARY
- caps nearly two years of study that probe was promised 
followed Energy Secretary Hazel
O’Leary’s promise to investigate
government-backed experiments decide whether any of the research 
during the Cold War, such as inject- was either unethical or harmful to 
ing people with deadly plutonium to test subjects.
see how it affected their bodies. But the panel’s inability to reach

The Advisory Committee on Hu- a verdict on thousands of other Cold 
man K aviation Experiments agreed War-era experiments - including 
that the plutonium injections, high radiation doses blamed for at 
blamed for the deaths of at least two least eight deaths in Cincinnati, the 
people, were so heinous that the gov- irradiation of prisoners’ testicles in 
pmmpnt should pay the victims’ fam- Oregon, and experiments on chil- 
iliea, according to a copy of the final dren in Massachusetts - has angered 
report obtained by the Globe. In all, advocates for test subjects across 
the panel calls for payments to the the country.
familips of about 25 test subjects in “They flinched when it came time 
three experiments * to put pencil to paper and say wrong

President Clinton appointed the has been done,” said Anthony Rois- 
panel in December 1993 to deter- man of the Human Ejqjeriment Lid­
mine the extent of human radiation gation Project, which is suing Mass­
testing during the Cold War, and to RADIATION, Page 19

probe en ds, 
few apologies w 
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gy have produced an impressive accounting, rang-

- The panel also said it lacked the information to
. •>____ a. — Vii<rPilv nnhlicized radi-

sure

the vast majority of experiments, finding Aat test 
, ■ in, nwxl tn be notified that
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lays out a framework forjudging vast amounts 

Ti­ny,

11

II
thousands of test subjects, fall into a grayer area

i excuse the ex*

ments on the terminally ill- 
r

verity bioethidst Ruth Fadem 

there are too many
make
penmen ts

1
of government-funded or executed research that

nium injections into the terminally ill at MGH.
If someone proves that people were harmed as 

a result of those research projects; the panel con­
cludes. “the government should take steps to en-

finandal compensation,’ 
draft report. 

not Know mey ------ - -

. i i__ Avtm hnvinff radioactive ra

■ RADIATION
Continued from Page 1
achusetta General Hospital over radiation experi­

ments on the terminally iU- . .

Americans. Instead, me panu scv -r-------- '
guidelines for others to apP1^3 wa8

-SdatZ” “2 ^T^pology “d compensation ^enng E^n<terds of the times nor the often- 

once key facts, such as whether the radiation ex- —-

*Sr David E^taan of Braintree, medical ad 

the National Committee for

bodies irradiated- Not only were people in- tisk force included representatives c
---------*— .. 't as Harvard, that car

toT^ct report for a comnussio

‘By not reaching out to 
the victims, it 

perpetuates the original 
cover-up. It reeks of,, at 

best, paternalism.’
DAN BURNSTEIN 

President of the Center 
for Atomic Radi arum Stwiiee
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- result of those research proj^t

j^that tite reniedies of apology and financial 

compensation are awarded.”
The task force had fewer reservations aboui 

tne vasb uiojuiu.; ™ —-1--------- - -
subjects generally don’t need to be notified that 
they were used in experiments if they dont al 

ready know.

doouid be held to the same standard as Nasi doc- who facemore than al

Ejected to potentially harmful procedures with- from knowing about the research. Th

“By not reaching out to the vicumb, it P®^ U1^aWp pnals of the researchers 

toe radtation research on

ent in 3 radiation tests advised
But the other experiments, involving tens of

M ■! •_A— ■■■AirAW n««An
k place trora u> ±»i-». tnoustums v» 1^=' ---- - — - -

by US advisory committee
mv from the relatively benign use of trace Fernald 3^00! “morally troubling’ largely be- 
amounts of radiation to the deliberate poisoning of children were lured urto tdang !»rt

pe.pL „ ptauLt. to. tod.es napeto t. pprtel-

nU SeZre of the experiments argue toatatti- p^el ^SSsZ-
t bioethicist Ruth Faden concmueu tudes about radiation were different then toil tte have been unwilling to respect

“^XyR— Ito the w » toy - p»»>-j‘Sr“4?to,™ toUtototo r—a eto-

Inionnation lacking  p9

on pregnant women at Vanderbilt University, tes­
ticular irradiation of prisoners in Oregon, andi ura-

risk of brain cancer from having

Sto-xIxS^
cancer anyway.

«

Dan Bernstein of

Resident of the Center for Atomic Radiation
Studies that revealed the radiation research on
children at the Fernald School» Waltham.

line of fire when he receives toe report at Miubb,

use toe 932-page

ment-backed radiation experiments and doing jus-

fcra S Ito toMre 2 “»«“>'from lhevwtaA out tte resesxh.

me2 « th. upe.mu.8 W*. «*« T’""’ --------------- b tto-to

portag thro^ archives and listening to testeno-

abusive research where test subjects_wotad^be 

mi whether the radiation ex-

P°SBut thTtok foree seems to oppose the kind of 

notification and medical follow-up necessary to 
find out those key facts, say advocates.

Recommends against notification
The report suggests that people who stdl do 

not know they were used in radiation expen­

ministration’s commitment to

tice to people hurt by them.

>C1V AilUV’. ' e .
The draft report recommends notifying onb

i^taTwith ar- the National Committee tor namauui

‘umi= to revealing govern- conium, and anotoer where p^ple ^^^ Victims, said, the

tire bodies irradiated, moi uiu.v 1—r------ factual uie rasa lutueuiuai.
jured, the nanel found, but the government con- very institutions, such
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