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without proper conscent but vhere no hara resulled.. Experiments
involving retarded childran at the Fernald School in Massachusetts

wvhere singled out in this categqory.

with this report, the committas hopes to reach closurc on
revelations that have both tarnished the government’s reputatinn
and been urad by the Clinton adminigtration to pronote its opennesy

in government agenda.

1he committee won’t qot the last wvord though. Bistorians,
victins and other inteurested parties are already iining up to pass
judgement on the committec’s work. Y

This is Richatd Harris ln Wushington.
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Clinton proffers apology
to radiation-test subjects -

Saurrs HOowARD NEWS SERVICE ﬁ_ 3

WASHINGTON—President Clin-
ton Tuesday apologized to in-
dividuals—or their surviving fami-
ly members—who were harmed by
human radiation experiments con-
ducted by the federal government
during the Cold War.

“When the government does
wrong, we have a moral responsij-
bility to admit it,” Clinton said.

Clinton issued the apology dur-
ing a White House ceremony at
which he accepted the final report
of the Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments.

Several subjects of the experi-

ments and their families were at
the ceremony. At the end, Clinton
.went down into the audience and
reached out to them, including
Emma Craft of Nashville.

Holding a large photograph of

- her daughter Carolyn, Craft told
Clinton about her daughter dying
‘of cancer in 1859, 11 years after
Craft believes Vanderbilt Hospital
gave her radioactive iodine when
she was pregnant as part of a gov-
ernment-funded radiation study.

The Vanderbilt study, which cur-
rently is the focus of a class-action
lawsuit, is one of 4,000 government-

sponsored Cold War experiments
involving tens of thousands of peo-
ple that are detailed in the adviso-
ry committee’s 900-page report
The advisory panel found that
“wrongs were done” in some of the
experiments, including a top-secret
test from 1945-1947 in which 18
people were injected with plu-

" tonium without their knowledge or

consent.

The details of that case led Clin-

ton to form the advisory commit-
tee in 1994.

Calling the committee’s report a
“monumental document,”” Clinton
said it marked an important step
to righting past wrongs. He added
that its lessons “must be engraved
on our national memory.”

Noting that the committee found
“serious deflciencies” in current
ethical policies, Clinton announced

the creation of the National.

Bioethics Advisory Comrmission to
address the problem.

He also instructed top federal of-
ficials to “devise promptly” a com-
pensation system “that meets the
standards of justice and con-
science” for radiation experiment
victims.

The committee recommended
compensation for only a handful of
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experiment subjects, specifically
those who were clearly misled by
government scientists and suffered

.physical harm from the tests.

In a controversial move, the
panel rejected the need for contin-
ued medical monitoring for any
experiment subjects, saying there
was no medjical justification.
Groups representing the subjects
strongly criticized that decision


















































































































































































































































