



























































Whast they dos't now ...
Three decadess lster, two Roch-
estar patients were told about the

{pjections, but a phywician declined.

to mform remaining survivors. Her
reason: She belisved that the injec-
tans hadnt hurt them, and that
being informed would cause need-

UC afficiala say.
“If what is said happeoed hap-

pened, & wouldn't hagpen today,”

asid Urivercty of California Presi-
dent Jack Peltascn, who stremsed
he had po firsthand knowisdge of
the apeTiments. ‘“Today, thare are
very elaborate regulations that
amtral how an individial can en-
‘gage 0 research on buman sub-

————

Jecta”
Loeb says the decidon to can-

duct the expariments was made {n.

“the early 1940s by leadsrs of the
Los Alamma, N.M._-based Manhat-
tan Project to develop ths atomic
bamb.

Loeb traced the dscision to
bomb preject leadsrs, including
madical director Dr. Stafford Was-
ren, chief sciantist Robert Oppen-

heimer and overall project chief

Gen. Lesalie Groves
Loeb cited as his refarence a

boak published several yearm ago -

by the University of California
Press, ‘“The Dragon’s Tail," by
Barton Hackar, which brisfly men-
tionsd the radiation experiments
but gave few detais

“There was a lot of animal ex-
perimentation (with radiocactive
submtances) going on, but they felt
that could taks them only so far,”
Loeb said. So ‘it was decided — in
Los Alarmas — to makeexperi-
ments {nvolving human bainga”

The eparimsuts have defend-

- ers.

The research shouldn't be

judged o harahly becsuse experi-

ments probabty didn't hurt anyone, '

and the sacrecy — even ths failure
to inform patients they were being
injectad — is understandable in the
contert of wartime and the Cold

War, ssid 8 former top official at
the

The experimenters ‘‘were not

fiends or ogre,” said A. David Ros-
sin, a former secrutary of Energy io
the Reagen administration.

In any case, be maintained.

thare's no clear acientific’ evidanc®
the plutonium or strontium could

have harmed patianta. While .t.he
preas frequently calls plutonium
the world's most dangerous sub-

- stance, it's typically dangerous only

i inhaled, Roexn said
In the 1940¢, be said, scantists
foared the health effacts of atomic

wempon. [n the following decade,
ths Sovist Union was falt to be the
.potential atomic menace.

To learn to treat radiation sick-
ness, the US. govarnmeant experi-
manted on citizans, Roasin said

“You obwicualy don't tell a pa-
tient, ‘We're going to do an experi-
ment an you, and it's secret,’ ™ hs
said “(Failure to inform & patient)
is craas, and it's not what we would
do today, but it has to be under-
stood {n terms of the standards of
ths times.® :

- In Hamiltons 1850 memo, he
told Atamic Energy Commission
official Shields Warren: “For both
palitical and sclentific reasons, I
think it would be advantageous to
secure what data can be obtained
by using large monkeys such as
chimpanzaes, which are somewhat
more responsive than the lower
mammala.

“Scientifically, the uss of such
animals bears the disadvantage of
the fact that they are considerably
smaller than most adult humans
and a critical evalustion of their ,
subjective symptoms is infinitely |
more diffcult”

That cool assesament of the:
comparative ressarch advantages
of humans and anirnals is a {ar cry
from the atmosphers {n today’s
labaratories, where even animal re-
saarch is increasingly subject to ac-
ademic regulation

George Raine of The Examiner
staff, Examiner news seroices and
the Albuquerque Tribuné contrib-

uted to this report
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Energy Official
Seeks to Assist
Victims of Tests

By KEITH SCHNEIDER & |

Energv Secretarv Hazel R. O’Learv
yesierday called on the Government to
compensate Americans who were ex-
posed to radiation from human medi-
cal experimentation that the United
States conducted for decades after
World War Il.

Mrs O’Leary said her appeal on
behalf of people who were used as
subjects 1n the medical testing was
prompted by the Government's long
resistance to providing compensation
to thousands of people in the Southwest
known as ‘*downwinders'’ — those who
asserted that thev or members of their
famihes were harmed by radioacuive
fallout from open-air testing of atomic
bombs in the 1950°s and early 1960's.

"I looked at the history of the Energy
Repartmgnt with the downwinders
where the department for some years
really did battle with these people to
hold off their ability to make claims,"
Mrs. O'Leary said in an interview. “It

doesn't occur to me that 1s the posture |
want to be in.”"

‘Make These People Whole’

Referring to the thousand or more
subjects of radiation experiments, the
Secretary added: ‘It seems to me that
my position ought to be, what does 1t
take 10 make these peoplc whole? if
they can prove there was no consent
for the experimentation and harm re-
sulted from the experiments, they or
members of their families are going to
want something more than a formal
apology."

Mrs. O'Leary's first statement on
compensation came in an interview on
CNN yesterday moming after she was
asked if she would consider compensa-
1ion. She rephed: ‘“Many have suggest-
ed. and | tend to agree personally, that
those people who were wronged need to
be compensated. And we ought to go
forward and explain to the Congress

what has happened, and let the Con- .

gress of the United States and theé
American public determine what
would be appropriate compensation.”

The Secretary said she was acting
largely on her own in calling for com-
pensation for anyone who was harmed
during the decades of human medical
experimentation conducted by the
Atomic Energy Commission. The nu-
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clear weapons industry later came un-
der the ownership and management of
the Department of Energy. She said
she notified the White House or, Mon-
day that she would propose a measure
to provide compensation.

If approved by the Clinton Adminis-
tration and Congress, it would be the
fifth time since the early 1950's that the
Government has compensated people
put in jeopardy by radiation from the
American nuclear weapons industry.
The first four, however, were initiated

" by foreign governments or the Ameri-

can vicums.
Two Departments in Conflict

. -Secretary O'Leary’s comments were

the firsg in which a head of the nuclear
weapons industry initiated the Govern-
ment'’s effort to apologize and compen-
sate people who may have been
harmed by i1ts nuclear maternials.

Her appeal for compensation,
though, puts the Department of Energy
In direct conflict with the Department
of Justice. In every other instance in
which Congress considered legislation
tocompensate people exposed to harm-
ful levels of radiation, including the
case of the downwinders in the South-
west, the tort branch of the Justice
Department’s civtl division has op-
posed the effort.

The department has also defended
the Government in tawsuits, dating to
the early 1950's, in which ranchers.
soldiers. uranium miners and the in-
dustry’'s own workers asserted that
they had been harmed by radiation
from the nuclear.weapons industry.

Department lawyers are now de-
fending the Government In a case in
Nevada in which the famihes of more
than 200 weapons industry workers,
most of whom have died. contend that
theirrelatives were injured or killed by
radiation from atomic bomb testing at
the Nevada Test Site northwest of Las
Vegas.

In that case, which began in Las
Vegas on Dec. 13, several of the Gov-
ermnment’s chief medical witnesses are
doctors who conducted the human
medical experiments that have come
under Mrs. O'Leary's scrutiny.

Three Witnesses Named

One witness 1s Dr. Constantine Ma-
letskos, a former researcher at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
who performed radiation experiments
on retarded teen-age boys at the Fer-
nald State School in Waltham, Mass.

Another is Dr. Clarence Lushbaugh,
who directed several human medical
experiments. including several In
which children were exposed to radia-
tion, at a research insutution financed
by the Atomic Energy Commission in
Oak Ridge, Tenn. Some of Dr. Lush-
baugh’s studies were halted in the ear-
ly 1970's after officials of the commis-
sion said thev had done little to provide
medical benefits for the pauents in-
volved.
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A third witness 1s Dr. Eugene
Saenger. a4 retired radiologist at the
Umiversity' of Cincinnati College of
Medicine. who 1n the 1960's and 70°s
exposed indigent cancer patients (o
levels of radiation that were known to
make people acutely 1l! According to
records of the studies. which were per -
formed for the Defense Department. @
of the first 40 pcople exposed to the
radiation died within 3k davs.

All three doctors have maintained in
interviews with Congressional re-
searchers and )ournahsts over the
years that their work had been ethical
and proper.

Poiential for Conflici

Mris. O'Leary said she had not 1alked
with Janet Reno. the . AttornexGeneral
but was aware oi the potenual for
conflict with the Justice Department.
‘1 cannot imagine there would be anv
other posture that | could take on this.”
she said. **] am also clear on the fact
that the Justice Department may come
from another position and point of
view."'

The Justice Department today said 1t
would not comment on Mrs. O'Leary’s
proposal.

Mrs. O'Learv’s appeal for compen-
sation came three weeks afier she di-
rected the Department of Energy to
investigate the experiments. deter-
mine their ethical and medical propni-
ety, and locate test subjects or mem-
bers of their families.

Stewart L. Udall. who was Secretary
of the Interior Iin the Kennedv and
Johnson Administrations. said vester-
dayv that Mrs. O'Learv's appea! for
compensation was breathtaking.

“It's a veryv bold step,”” said Mr.
Udall. who as a lawver helped prepare
the Nevada Test Site case and two
others on behalf of thousands of Ameri-
cans who believed they had been vic-
timized by the nuclear weapons indus-
try. “*Hazel O’Leary is talking to the
country. She 1s saying there were
grievous things donc to pevple and, in
effect, she ts apologizing to the country.
But it's not clear anvbodyv else in the
Government s hstening. The next
thing the Clinton Admimstration ought
to do 1s pull evervbodv together so theyv
can talk to each other."”






































































































































































































































































































