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For Markey,
belated vindication

 

Seven years ago, congressman fought

to disclose radiation testing on humans 

I

I

&

3

: in hoapitala. prisons, and military in­

stallations at locations spanning the

tion and, hopefully, follow-up that 
victims and their families are enti­

tled to," Sidman said.
In its report, the subcommittee 

■documented 31 separate experi- 
• ments invoking nearly 700 dtizens

£

‘Except for my 
subcommittee,

there wasn’t 
much going on in 
officialdom that 
could echo the 

criticism.’
EDWARD J. MARKET"

DemocrtU of Malden-----

sag

country.
Authors of the report were care­

ful to note that in some instance* - 
when cancer patients were subjected 
to high levels of radiation, for in­
stance - the experiments were bene- 
fidal to those subjected to govern­

ment research.

Markey, a leader of the nuclear 
freeze movement of the early 1980b 

and a critic of the Reagan adminis­
tration's nuclear power polieiea, said 
that his battles as chairman of the 
Energy and Commerce subcomnut- 

a- .^.rrv and cower were often

By Michael Rezendce
GLOB*STAFF_______________

Edward Markey has every right
to say. "I told you ao,"

Seven years ago - before the re­
cent disclosures that Americans
were exposed to radiation during sc­
ent! fic research after World War II
- the Democratic Congressman from
Malden accused the US goverment
of using disadvantaged dozens in
tests of radioactive materials.

In a 1986 report entitled “Ameri­
can Nuclear Guinea Pigs: Three
Decades of Radioactive Experiment*
on US Citizem,’ Markey sdd offi­
cials had conducted “repugnant" and  

"bizarre" experiments on terminally not in vain.
U1 patients, prison inmates, and hun- -j fee| my 13S6

— ■ lonely, and that he was not surprised 
when his report generated so tittle 
interest “It was an era that aancti- 
fied the nuclear arms race," he re­
called. “Except for my subcommit­
tee, there wasn't much going on in 
officialdom that could echo the criti­
cism I was making."

Thoughout the committee's two- 
year effort to produce the report, 
Markey said, Reagan administration 
officials repeatedly attempted to 
block access to essentia) records.

By contrast, he added, the events 
unfolding around renewed reports 
that citizens were exposed to radi­
ation during research - particularly 
the call from Energy- Secretary Ha­
zel O’Leary to provide compensation 
for victims - show that the subeom-

But in other cases, the report 
says, the experimenters intended to 
“cause damage."

And in eases where valuable in­
formation may have been gleaned 
about the human body's response to 
radiation, the report says that “the 
experiments were nonetheless re­
pugnant because human subjects 
were essentially used as guinea pigs 
and calibration devices,'

The subcommittee's report was 
not only prescient in its findings that 
citizens had been wrongly exposed 
to radiation, but also in its recom­
mendations that victims be tracked 
down and compensated.

Specifically, the report notes that 
the Department of Defense for many 
years has attempted to track people 
in the armed services who were ex­
posed to radioactivity during nuclear 
weapons testing and to provide them 
with long term medical care.

“If this effort can be carried out 
for military personnel acting in the 
Hne of duty, surely a similar effort 
should be possible for the far smaller 
number of peaceful atomic soldiers 
used as human subjects In radiation 
experiments," the reports said_ 

Bifaculties for informed consent,"
But the report and its recom-  w

mendations - noted on the inside serve<j chjef counsel and staff di­
pages of major newspapers - fell 1<ctor for subcommittee, said the 

from view. government’s responae is overdue.
In an interview yesterday, Mar- saddened that it’s taken

key said the tepid reaction was due • |even yeaJ1 get 0,5 |Qnd of reac- 
to support for President Reagan’s 
nuclear arm* build-up, and public re­
lations operatives In nuclear indus­
tries and the administration who 
aough’t to undermine his credibility.

“There was a massive public rela­
tions partnership that exiated be­
tween the administration, the de­
fense contractors and experimenters
in America that worked very effec­
tively throughout the 1980s," he said.

“I'd say something and Td get at­
tacked and it would be a one-day sto-

U1 patient*, prison inmates, and hun- -j feej my 13S6
dreda of other Americans who nffW ^)e€n v^jjejtfd by the re-
“might not have retained their full of Secretary O'Leary and the

public," Markey said.
Larry Sidman, an attorney who
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A shameful legacy of the Cold War

The sad facta are to Wtt of terntt-

for MySrs- but it doesn't excuse it Even some scientists at the
aru rtpserves high praise for her pledge. But time worried that their work had a Buchenwald 

tbJexerdselready has delivered a painful reminder touch,” referring to the concentration 
of how easy it can be for jovenunents to trjrttple Naru'did hum^perintents thatMM**"*

BunSELLgs
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verse reason. In detailing the plutonium experiments, 
which she rails “worthy of Nazi Germany.” OTearj 
lays open a dark page of America’s Cold War history.

In the mid-1940s, for example, 18 patients. Including 
three with cancer at the University of Chicago, were 
given large injections of plutonium, apparently with­
out their consent In another test a group of mentally 
retarded teenagers in Massachusetts were fed radio­
active milk and meals laced with radioactive iron 
from 1946 to 1958. Scientists said the tests were de­
signed to study the digestive system, but they didn t 
tell parents about the radiation exposure.

In the 1940s and 1950s, many scientists didn t full) 
understand the dangers of radiation. Furthermore, 
many believed nuclear war was imminent and they’ 
were in a race with the Soviet Union for scientific 
advances. There was no consensus about the need for 
Informed consent as there is today. Ultimately, some 
of the scientific work helped advance nuclear medl-

1/1B
Tn the early years of the Cold War and the nuclear 

era federal government sponsored experiments 
on hundreds of people to determine exactly how ex-

- the exercise
over°individual human rights and lives in the in­

terests of ideology or national

fundamental morality—I

wsure To plutonlum-a highly radioactive element 
used in nuclear bombs-would affect them.

misXrmed victims; some were performed on the 
vourlg and the disabled, who probably 

of giving their consent even If they had been .

gati7e~wor“k by“Aewsp’apers "like the Albuquerque 

O'Leary believes those who suffered due to the ex­
periments should be compensated. We agree, but

NewsExwfM
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“Man's inhumanity' to marL
Makes coaraless ihousands mourn!'

—Robert Bums

..■rests of ideology or nauonaj seem the easv nart of the lesson. The difficult part is«pe« tarns w 10 tte^oral Inptatton. of thU wbod. of

2?S«»“ is saenneed for soTne ^Jman’s tabmnjnHx to ntat. ............................
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Kennedy plans
hearings on 
radiation tests
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 obviously reason for grave concern,

said Nick Littlefield, director of 
Kennedy'* Labor and Human Re­

sources Committee.
“The government should be held 

responsible for these experiments.” 
Littlefield said a hearing couki be 

 „ held before Congress resumes on
The hearing may’be held in Massachusetts. Jan. 25. and that the panel may con- 

a «** • % * < A _ a !

would "investigate the adverse 
health effects on these Individuals"

radiation experiments oy v.e Atomic 
Commission should not have been

vRADIATION.Page 16

By Kevin GaNto 
STATU XIWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON - Sen. Edward M. Ken­
nedy plans to hold congressional hearings in 
January to investigate government-spon­
sored radiation testa conducted on humana 
after World War IL an aide said yesterday.

Members of the state’s congressional del- vene in Massachusetts. The inquiry 

egaticn called the experiments “outrageous"
and agreed with Energy Secretary Hazel
O'Learv, who said victims deserved financial subjected to radiation tests “to de­
compensation. One lawmaker predicted that termine an appropriate course of ac- 
the experiments would prove to be “the scan- tion," he said, 
dal of 1994." Also yesterday, O’Leary agreed

The announcement from Kennedy's office request of Rep. Edward J.
was the first official word that Congress Markey, Democrat of Malden, to as- 
would enter th* furor, which erupted after Energy Department staff to in­
O’Leary disclosed that the federal govern- vflijjgate experiments conducted by
ment conducted various tests in the 1940* Harvard University and Maasachu-
and 1950s exposing humans to radiation. On jelU In#tltuU cf Technology re- ■ 
Sunday, The Boston Globe reported on tests at F^mald, according to a  
conducted on retarded boy* at the Fernaid ------ ----------------------
State School in Waltham between 1946 and

1956.
“The radiation experiments by the Atomic

Energy Commission should not have been
conducted on unknowing individuals and are
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in the Fernaid School in Waltham

 

PAGE

T

x.

...j.

SEN. EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
May hold hearings in state

J
 vestigationa into the government’s 

paat radiation experiments. 
__ Any testa involving soldiers

would probably fall under the juris­
diction of committees handling vet­
eran’* alTaii's; thote involving prison 
inmates, for example, would go to 

the Judiciary Committee. 
Rep. Peter 1. Blute. Republican 

from Shrewsbury, called for an in­
vestigation into the experiments ‘to 
avoid similar types of things in the 

future.” In regard to compensation 
for victims, Blute said. Congress 
should -wait and get the full story 
before jumping to any conclusions." 

Sen. John F. Kerry said that it 
■ was •'outrageous and ironic that the 

US government, fresh from its hon­
orable victory in the Second World 

- War, would knowingly feed vulner-  
. able mentally retarded teen-agers 

who became ffl after working in MtjneaJ laced ^th radiation’ 
----------------- .. ----- --------d -It’s unethical now, it was unethi- 

ed that public outrage would conUn- japanese Americans who were held al theib no excuse for

..  — ---------- ------ ------------'. _ itt» KeTry gaid in a statement,
into 1994 and when hea"nK’_*^.c^ emment during World War II. “There should be congressional

“In those two cases, you hod a re- hearings into the matter. ... I be- 

be forced into it." said Frank, who jhat’* the least government
praised O’Leary for her handling of cun do." 
the issue. Rep. Gerry Sludds. Democrat of

Frank, who still sits on the com- Cohasset, issued a statement saying 
mittee, said that "it’s important for a “like decent people everywhere, i
government to admit mistakes." ' was shocked and outraged to learn

A senior Capitol Hill staff mem- of theRe_expeuSments - 

ber. speaking on condition of ano- I

Markey aide. Dan Rablnovitz.
Markey, who pushed for an in­

vestigation into radiation experi­
ments in 1986, and fellow Democrat- 
k- Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy 2d of 
Boston, asked Veteran* Affairs Sec- 
i-ebuy Jesse Brown to disclose infor­
mation about any similar testa at VA 

Cadlities.
These atrodties warrant a thor- 

.mgh investigation, including con- 

.nossional oversight hearings," Rep. 
Kennedy said in a statement “If in­
vestigations show that anyone suf­

fered harm as a result of these ex­
periments, then our government 
must be prepared to meet our obli­

gation.”
Every member of the delegation 

contacted yesterday agreed that 
• Congress should investigate the is­

sue. Rep. Martin Meehan, a fresh­
man Democrat from Lowell, predict-

“miw uM-end eongr^ional U,« menuUy p«>Ple

PAGE-^JOF-P^-

ans ’
or living near uranium mines and

ue to swell “1 think that as we go in jntenin)Cnt camps by the US go’
into 1994 and when heanngs are con- ernment World War n.
ducted, this issue may dommate and 

it may become the scandal oi lucUM which had to |ieve victims should be compen-
Meehan said.

In the House, an inquiry into the
issue would probably come before
the House Judiciary Committee's
panel on administrative law and gov­
ernmental relations, of which Rep.
Burney Frank of Newton was chair­

man until this year.
Under Frank, the subcommittee
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Hard d’Uanr's commitment to 
teUthe tnilh about the experi­

ments.
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u. of C. Hospital admits 3 were injected 
with plutonium in ’45 test

IO

third, a railroad porter, had 
signed a consent form in the 
1940s. Baurac said, bat there was 
some question of how well-in- 
formed be was of the dangers in­
volved

In addition, Baurac said, scien­
tists ftom Argonne exumed the 
bodies of three or four more of the 
Initial 18. Of the total of six or 
seven people Argonne studied. 
“There's no indication that any of 
the people died of anything in­
volving the plutonium injections 
or (that] they suffered any physi­
cal effects that can be traced to 
the plutonium injections,'* Baurac 
said.

-The Atomic Energy Conunls 

sion bad instructed us that under 
no circumstances should we men­
tion the world plutonium in con­
nection with theoe studies outside 
our own oOlcea.” Baurac said.

But doctors for the three sur­
viving patients who were studied 
were Informed about the plu­
tonium injections, Baurac said, 
and the physicians decided not to 
tell their patients about their dan­
gerous exposure.

A year later. Baurac said, the 

1 Without their knowledge or con­
sent. three patients said to be 
dying of cancer at the Univegitv 
nf Chicago Hospital were injected 
in 1945 with radioactive plu­
tonium as part of a nationwide 
federal government experiment, 
the hospital acknowledged 
Wednesday.

The Albuquerque Tribune first 
reported last month that the three 
patients were among 18 who were 
injected with dangerously high 
doses of the substance between 
1945 and 1947. It was part of a gov­
ernment research project to deter­
mine bow quickly the body rids 
itself of plutonium.

AU of the patients purportedly 
were terminally 111. But a re­
searcher in California discovered 
that four of the 18, none of them 
from Chicago, were still alive 
some 25 years after the plutonium 
intectlons. The Argonne National 
Laboratory near Lemont did foT 
low-up shraies in 1973 on three of 
the four, an Argonne spokesman 
said.

Argonne spokesman David 
Baurac said two of the three peo­
ple studied by the lab, at the re­
quest of the Atomic Energy Com- 
m Im ion. bad never consented to 
the plutonium experiments. Ths 

were Hrst revealed in the Albw 
queraue Tribune. The paper said 

the Chicago
not been publicly
a 56-yearoW woman w‘‘*» 
cancer, a 68 year-old man with 
chin cancer and an 
with Hodgkin's disease, a form off

"Sreralty of Chicago 

.pokeswoman Susan 
the two older patients died of 
their cancer wlhin five 
and that the teenager was'Tostto 
followup" but is

Phillips emphasised that re- 
search standards have changed 
drastically since 1945. Today no 
research can be performed on 
any patlente without their full 
knowledge and infonned, written 
consent," she said.

There have been sketchy ac­
counts of the three decades of 

’ post-World War II government 
experiments where civilians 
were exposed to radiation far 
higher than what is now con­
sidered safe. But the issue has 
received new attention because 
of the Albuquerque newpsaper 
reports and RnftfgY MxrelMY

commission changed its policy 
land determined the patients 
should be informed about the ex­
periments. In 1974 Argonne and 
commission staff “saw to it that 
the patients were informed,':
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ments was first, reported 
the CBS Evening News.

S'

schooling of less than 10 years," the

AMBER JONES
HANFORD SCI CNTR

began receiving calls from men who 
reported that they had been exposed to 
ratUauon in veterans hospitals

The use of veterans in the expen- 
' last night on

ciarty unrelated to ^ beatt. 

that it and its predecessor agency, fire

merit was also uncovering evidence of 
radiation experiments sponsored by 
other Federal agencies without the 
Atomic Energy Commission’s involve­
ment. Some of these, be said, have been 
mentioned before in public but never 
fully explored. For example, he said, 
the Defense Atomic Support Agency, 
which is now known as the Defense 
Nuclear Agency, paid the University of 
Cincinnati about 5800,000 between 1960 
and 1971 to irradiate 87 cancer pa­
tients. ■’ t j

“AH but three of them were chanty 
patients, with an average I Q- of 86 and

official said. "We’re talking about hun­
dreds of rads, battlefield doses.” In 
contrast, diagnostic x-rays are usually 
a small fraction of a rad, which is a unit 
of radiation dosage.

The Cincinnau experiment's pur­
pose, he said, was to determine what 
level of exposure would cause a soldier 
in "not follow orders, be dysfunctional 
or throw up in his face mask in an 
airDiane.”

Of the 87 patients, the official said. 9 
died within 20 days.

Army Test in Alaska
The department is also looking into 

an Army study in the 1950's in which 
radioactive iodine was given to Eski­
mos or Indians in Alaska and m GX’s 
stationed there, to study the function of 
the thyroid gland in cold weather. 
"When you're dealing With people Who 
were maybe a decade dr two out of the 
Stone Age, there is a very big question 
about what constituted ‘informed -con­
sent,’ ’’ the official said. 7-

The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration signed a formal
menl in 1964 to have the Atomic Erier- 
gy Commissian perform radiation ex- 

. periments on people, the official said, 
adding, "Sooner or later thic will lead 
us to a lot of different doorsteps.” 7'

The Energy Department is stilFcar- 
rying out scores of radiation experi­
ments for its own research and;.4or 
other agencies, the official said. But, he 
added, these mner »n mper protocols 
established by the Food and Drug Ad­
ministration or the National Institutes 
Of Htvilrh and require informed mn. 
senL

12/30/93 10:36:20
12/30/93 08:45
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Teets now coming to light, it appeared 
that “at least 1,000" people bad been 
expose to radiation for purposes 
ciarty unrelated to their beaitfi.

The department has acknowleoged 
that it and its predecessor agency, the- 
Atomic Energy Commission, spon­
sored experiments using a variety of 
subjects in a wide range of experi- 
cnents m which the subjects were OOL 
properly informed about whai was go- 
mg to be done to them. Among the1 
_ ____ — r-pfarried chil-

By MATTHEW I-WALD i

The Energy Department is expana 
ing Its inquiry inw improper use 01 
human subjects in radiation expen- 
raeots to determine whether patients m ■ 
Veterans Administration hospitals, 

-were used, a department official said 

last night. . .
The number of veterans mvuived, 

rhe narure of the experiments and 
when they were conducted are not 
'clear, the official said. But be said that 
between the veterans and other sub- 

iiiuiaanjr i
Tte department established a toll- 

free number this monffi seeking intor-' 
mation about radiation experiments, 
and the department official, who spoke 
on conditicn of anonymity, said n soon 

subjects were prisoners, retarded chip 
dren and civilians who were b^ieved to i 
be terminally ill- . I

The experiments appear to have 
been performed under the auspices of 
the Atomic Energy Commissiou, act­
ing as an agent for the Defense Depart­
ment For years the commission main- 
tamed a program under which it per­
formed nuclear-related tasks at the 
befiecr of other Govern mem agencies, 
most prominently the Pentagon, which 
wanted to know how much radiation 
snkh>rs could take before they became 

dysftmetionai, and NASA, which want­
ed to know bow radiation from the sun 
would affect astronauts.

Hundreds Affected
official said the Energy Depan-

NEH YORK TIMES
New York, NY
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Inquiry Into Radiation Tests Extends to Veterans
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OMMON decency ws Hagel 
I . O'Leary is absolutely right. The 
V-Z government should compensate
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Let’s make amends
U.S. shouldn’t fight claims from victims of experiments

people who were injured by its experi­
ment* with radiation since IMO. And 
instead of defending claims in court 
indefinitely, it should take the initia­
tive to make amends.

The energy secretary’s position is 
practical, as well as decent. The gov­
ernment (ultimately meaning us, the 
taxpayers) is culpable, but not endless­
ly so. There are limits as to what can be 
made right with money, especially 
when some sufferers have been dead 
for decades. It makes sense for Con­
gress to decide what compensation is 
appropriate.

It’s not the first time Washington has 
faced damages for atomic and nuclear 
radiation. This country paid S2 million 
to Japanese fishermen injured by a 
1954 atomic bomb test; subsequent 
trust funds containing at least $300 
million were established to pay victims 
ranging from uranium miners to people 

down wind from Nevada nuclear tests.
We hesitate to say that the govern­

ment was even more at fault in the 
cases now at issue. Is it worse to exper­
iment on hospital patients than to in­
jure healthy residents of Nevada and 
the Marshall Islands with radioactive 
fallout? So far, no one has shown evil 
intent in either situation. And yet it's 
particularly atrocious to make guinea 
pigs of helpless adults and children ig­
norant of what is being done to them, 
or incapable of understanding it What­
ever the goal, that's wrong. Few ac­
tions of our government have been 
widely compared to Nazi atrocities. 
These experiments have been, although 
parallels are far from exact

Hazel O'Leary was the appropriate 
official to speak out; her department 
has the records, and its predecessors 
sponsored the experiments. But even a 
gutsy cabinet officer cannot unilateral­
ly make policy for the whole adminis­
tration. That's the president's job, and 
the sooner he stands with O’Leary, the 
better.
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Tests Used
Humans As
Guinea Pigs

STSSB’S
measuring radiauon doses of 
_lumbers. Following the 

the aircraft were
Suo’Sand Air Force Base war

Ai»mns National Uboratory

by breathing, drinking, or in one

9

• • < HI *•», 

In the early days of the nuclear I 
age, New Mexicans, primarily those 
working at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, were intsntioBally 
exposed to radioactive materials on 
numerous occasions, according to 
government documents.

Among those experiments were: 
■ In 19S0, explosive tests being 

conduct fed at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory released radioactive ele­
ments into the atmosphere. The 
tests' primary purpose was to inves- 
tigate-the-canvennonal explosives 
nod to set.off;:a nuclear blast 
Because, radioactive tracers were 
released in the blasts, the Air Force 
tagged alongmrarleasrthree of the 
experiments tir measure the spread 
of the fallout cloud. On one occasion, 
the radioactive fallout was. mee^ I 
sured as faraway as Watrous, more 
than 70 miles east of Los Alamos. No 
information about radioactive expo­
sures to the area population is cur- 

.rentiy available.
- B During the 1950s, at least 13., 
fotman subjects at Los Alamos ’ 
National Laboratory were intention- ■ 
ally exposed to various form ofl 
radioactive, n-inum — a form of ■ 
hydrogen used in nuclear weapons .... . ( 

case' dippmg their arms into it in 

order to see how fast the tritium was 
absorbed and then excreted. The 
documents don’t make it clear 
whether the subjects bad given their 

consent —

■>» o»

nation is currently avatebl^about 

earth’s atmosphere. All the 
were Los Alamos employees, except 
one, who .was the wife of the pro-

Page; /)"
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earth’s atmosphere. All the 3Ub^ 
were Los Alamos employees,*e.xcept

jeer’s lead scientist.

mant CM D*t>n*». 

flights some

»=s?SS
possile contamination------- .
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meats on mentally retarded resi- which children at the Femald made no mention of radioactivity, 
dents of the Fernaid State School school were injected with minute The consent forms were sent

Masse said MIT officials in the

present. You wouldn’t think of 
buying a pair of shoes without X-

day, U.S. Energy Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary agreed to send a stafT

>id glaj 
19608,

expen-

12

(Significant aip» Decamber 30. 1993)

of their work with radioactive iso­
topes and would have had no rea­
son to hide it ‘’This was a huge 
new tool. There was no fear. To­
day's fear of radiation was not

to be adults. 
Frank Masse, director of radia- school officials for some consent 

miuime ui lecnnoiogy saia uon protection at hur,.also con- forms sent home to parents or 
Wednesday that radiation exoen- firmed a 1956 experiment in guardians of the children that

member to help investigate the 
Fernaid experiments.

P.0_

Las Vegas Review-Journal, 12/30/93 (8A)
(Circulation: 140,494 daily; 208,789 Sunday)

Some MIT radiation experiments at 
school continued into 1960s

in Waltham continued into the amounts of-radioactive calcium, home by Fernaid Superintendent 
1960s, but the researchers adopt- At least 61 teen-age boys at the Malcolm Farrell.
ed rules in the last years of the school ingested radiation in a se- Masse said MIT officials in the 
program that strictly limited ex- nes of tests to see how the body 1940s and 1950s were very proud 
posure and required test subjects absorbs minerals. of their work with radioactive iso­

raying your toes,” said Masse.

The Massachusetts Depart­
ment of Mental Retardation is in­
vestigating the radiation experi­
ments that took place at* the 
Fernaid school and possibly other 
state institutions. Also Wednes-

Masse said MIT’s use of F°r- 
nald residents for reseaxcn con­
tinued years later than the 1956 

date that has previously been re­
ported. He Said tests of Fernaid 
residents’ thyroid glands contin­
ued into the 1960s, requiring 
them to drink a solution that con­
tained radioactive iodine. But, 
unlike the 1946-to-1956 experi­
ments using radioactive iron aufl 
calcium, the thyroid tests were 
reviewed by an outside panel be­
fore the experiment began.

Boston Globe
Officials at the Massachusetts  „

Institute of Technology said tion protection at MIT, also con- forms* rent’home* to

But Masse blamed Fernaid
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New concern emerged recently

yur. tOBXUSl.

consent to the procedure* 
newspaper said they were a

5

Hospital 
patients got 
plutonium

copyright 
a did not 

i. The 
newspaper said they were among 
18 subjects of a federal study that 
examined how the body excretes 
plutoohnn, the key ingredient of 
U>e atomic bomb.
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CHICAGO — Doctors stfll do The aim was to set safety stan- 
not know if high doses of radloac* dards and protect nuelear work- 
nve plutonium given to three ter- era, the paper said.
minally ill cancer patients in 1943 New concern emerged recently 
hastened their deaths, a hospital after U.S. Energy Department of- 
spokeswoman said Wednesday. ficials said docuni gats yet to be

All three patients at a Univcr- reviewed could provide new infer- 
sity of Chicago hospital were {nation on previously revealed 
given rhe plutonium widiotR tiwir- studies in which hundreds of hu-

y "No one can determine if the 

study hastened their deaths or 
their underlying cancer was the 
cause of death," ‘University of
Chicago Hospitals spokeswoman
Susan Phillips said.

Phillips said hospitals no longer 
do research on patients without 
rhyr consent

In November, The Albuquerque
Tribune reported in a i 
article that the .patients
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In the 1970s, a follow-up study 
was done at Argonne National 
Laboratory involving three survi­
vors among the 18 subjects, the 
Chicago Sun-Times reported 
Wednesday.
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In the 1950s and 1960s, Los Alamos 
Nadonai Liboretoy scientists conducted 
experitnenB in which lab employees and 
people ingested radioactive uranium, man* 
gaocse, and tritium.

The informadon appears in a report, ritled 
"American Nuclear Guinea Pfgi: Three 
Decades of Radiation Experiments on US. 
Citizens." and originally wu related in 
November 1986 by Rep. Edward Markey, D- 
Mus.. chairman of the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce's Subcommittee on 
Energy Cansevadon and Power.

The report wu renBlcued this weak 
because of heightened Interest in Department 
of Energy ndiaiion experimcns involving 
humans, a news release from Markey said.

Mariwy's staff provided the Moniorwita 
copies ’t relevant porttem of the repen 

xodav.
The report details two setsofi 

one with tridum in several faju trona 1950 

to 1952. and one in *e 15401 
scopic pellets of radiiocuve uranium and 
SXNosprtifk dose.« ^ramtsue 

atoned in

dal comment wun’i nr

Tte Mate.

w," the Markey report rays.
In the experiments, “subjects ware give 

gelatine capsule containing uranium-235 a 
manganese-Sa, in spheres 100-200 miqc 
in diameter, ’ the report said. A moon 
one-millionth of a meter.

The report doesn’t ray how much radiot 
tive material wu ingested or what dose st 
jecB received.

The purpose of the experiment wu 
determine how long it would take tai 

DOE/AL oiea
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(IANL) panidpated in searching through & and uranium wu conducted entirely 
documents.’ and sent them on. but never $5 laboratory employees and "one tadhrid 
received a copy of tae Markey report, he who wu the wife of the principal inresd' 
added. " --------------------

“I wu not here or involved with any of 
theee experiemenn that want on.’ he said.
“but tae .ary is not new to me"

The Monitor also called Don Peienen,
who confirmed that he helped research the
files in the 198Ce. Petersen said. **1 wu called
by Matkey’s people." He said he checked at
the Health Research Laboratory, but found
that many documents had been thrown away
during 1 personnel changeover. “We (once) b _____
had huge file cabinets with every paper ever jphtfw to pus through the gutrointud, 
published." he said, but now they are gone.

Petersen said "None of us who contri­
buted to these reports ever got to sec tbem."

He added that it’s imponant. u people
read the news today, that these events

occurred during «v and tae Cold War. Peo­
ple today don't realize, he said, "just how 
mad we were at tae Japanese' during World
Wu U. or just how waned tae United States
wu later about the Soviet Union.

They ju« did what they had to do." he 
wi and didn't even think .bout how people
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caniaminatad land.
• From 1961 to 1963, 102 human
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the iadividul," the repcr. Mid.
Tha antpeimen: *u daigned ta pre­

dict the effect on bumaas of the re­
entry tnw Qu aunospbm of uudev 
reactor -powered rockata or rockcu 

with radioactive materials, die report 
said. &iringTe<atry. tha rockets could 
btxm up. which “could produce part- 
clcs small enough to be iagated a

 • Six subjects at the Univertixy of
radioactive'particles might remain in Rochester were injected with uranium 

the body." the ‘ ' “Jsalts during 1946 and 1947 to gauge 
iajwy to the Iddseys.

• From 1963 to 1965. seven human 
exposed to tritium in air and water, subjects in Idaho drank milk from cows 

“The objective of the (1950) expert- that had grued on radioactive icdlne- 
meat was to obtain information on the
human absorption and excretion of nf-
tium. to aid in the setting of oecupa- subjects al the University of Chicago
uonal exposure Unties." the report said, and Argonne National Laboratory

in one 1950 experiment, the one for were fed real and simulated radioactive 
which figures were provided, "a man fallout particles containing strontium, 
L„_:2—LTTT.—2 ---------J cotitun, and barium.drank tritium io 0.2 lirers of water, and 
absorption into the blood stream wu 
followed." the report said. The dose 
wu up to 3 milltcnriq of tritium, the 
report said.

In anotha 1950 experiment, an 
uareruin number of subjects “were 
exposed to tritim in air for two boon, 
cad (he inowase in sitium m body 
fhtjds wu followed over tne." the 
report sail

Tn a second (1950) experimant, the 
m of a man wu immened up » the 
elbow la water containing iritium. and 
the sitium in the body fluida wu tal­
lowed.'* the report said.

And during 1952, three subjects 
wee exposed to citiaicd watc vapor. 
“Subjects breathed tritinm-sanireted 
oxygen tat four to five minutes. The

tritiiua (that) remained in the body dur­
ing the exposure was obtained by com­
paring the tritium inhaled with the tri­
tium exhaled." Retention and excretion 
of the oitium also wu monitored.

The report daeaibea experinanu 
from throughout the nation during 
which about 695 people were exposed 
» radiation. 

  • Tweary subjects ax the Maaaa-
ihaled. In od^to'estimata cucrui chuaeos Iwtitwe of Technology w«» 
rediation doses that humans might M or Iryecind with radium cr thorium 
receive from such acddcats, iafcraa- L J

lira wu needed on the time that
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would "have a little of the Bucben- 
waM touch." a reference to a con- 
cennation camp where Nazis did 

human experiments.

incapacitate a person.
3ut he warned eKposing humans 

to mdioaetive material would bring

In response. Hamilton said infor­
mation on the pabena was compiled

newspaper said.
In 1930. Hamilton urged the 

Atomic Energy Conunissiom a pre­
decessor of the U.S. Department of

12'30/93 09:36 ©505 845 5438
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Patients undergoing X-ray therapy pbosphoroui-32 is the radioactive
in the 1940s were injected with stron- of phosphorous, a common -------

dement S«mMm-89 is a highly from the Univemry of California 
The Albuquerque Tribune ^^Hxctive fission product found in Hoqntalbyitaffersoffellowscien- 

reponed in a copyright story Tuesday ltomic faUout It behaves much like ujt Robert Stone 
it found that seven cancer patients indging in the bone marrow, The staffers incidentally are
and another with a Nocd disease mion. quits unaware of the classified nature
were injected at the Univenity of 13-year-old boy. who of this material to the test of my
CalifbmiaHa^alm San Francisco. .. . ^ , I knowledge." the letter saxd.

The newspaper said it found the received 12 injccdou(of J Hamilton also wrote that three of

patients’ chara in the files of the late sronduni between 1941 and 1942. patients received substantial 
scientist Joseph Hamilton. The doc- died three menths after die final unounBofstrontium-89—probably 
tor responsible for the injections is injection. The cause of death was ubi charted,
not listed in medical records, the exhaustion and intracranial presaure. -j estimate that these patients got 

according to a rwo-page chan that 20 to 50 percent more radiation 
has "secret’' samped on it several on the chara.” he said. !
times. Energy Secretary Hazel R. .

W4  One of the boy’s legs had been Mty $ai(J Tuesday she supports ‘
Energy, to do studies» find out how amputated above the knee before the federtl compensation for people
much whole body radiation it took to injections began, and he was recci*- jadjaticn during govern­

ing X-ray therapy for cancer in his nwnl experiments in the 1940s and 
•kuL secerding to the medical chart. 

•» i-'-—■ — ——  Berkeley scientist John Gofinan. O'Leary told CNN she believes
considerable criticism because they an expert in the effects of low-level administration should tell

radiation, said be couldn't lee why ,n it 1t)0Ul me experiments, 
strontium was administered to cancer ( Congress of the United
patients. In high doses, the adioac- S(JUe3 American public
tivematerialcouldshonenapenon’s, ^>wrrr,,ng what would be approreiate 
life span, he told The Tribune. compensation." 

mil tan injected numerous peo­
ple with radioactive materials, 
declassified reccnte show. He was a

mc'nCln which II people were 

injected with plutonium. 
The Atomic Energy Commis­

sion's Charles Dunham sought more 
information on the eight patients in

injected with almost twice the

Hamilton said a few years later could ' key arehitect of 

kill a person.
The teen-ager, identified in a med­

ical chan as Wallace Reid, wu 
among eight patients described as 
having received radioactive soon- 
tium or non-radioactive nrontium
between 1941 and 1944. Some also
received pbcephorous-32.

Both phosphorous-32 and radioac­
tive strontium were used in some 
medical treatments during the 1940s. 
according to news repcru of the time.
The Tribune said a "secret” dassifi-

» *• nf rhe
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the government or uncovered by 
congressional investigators in the 
1970s and ‘SOs.

What is new, observers say, is 
O’Leary's bolt into the public con­
sciousness — here on CNN. there in 
Newsweek, over there on the Mac- 
Neil/Lehrer NewsHour.

-She’s a very visible person 
here." said Stan Norns, a nuclear 
expert with the Natural Resources 
Defense Council in Washington,

scathing repon criticizing the 
experiments. At least two of those 
experiments were at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, where sden- 
titts were grappling with questions 
about the safety of the radioactive 
substances they were using in the 
nuclear weapons they were design­
ing.

Conducted from the 1940s to the 
1970s, the experiments at Los Alam­
os and elsewhere were part of a 
broad effort to determine the 
effects of newly available radioac­
tive substances, things hke the plu­
tonium used in the bomb that 
destroyed Nagasaki, on the human 
body.

DOE Sheds Light 
On N-Experiments
O’Leary Rides Wave 
Of Media Attention

Comparing Cold War experi- the new interest in this has been the 
ments to tne work of Nazi scientists. Department of Energy’s interest in 
O’Leary has called for compensa- it” said Steve Buttacavoii. an aide 
non for victims and promised full to Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass. 
disclosure by her department. Markey seven years ago led an

Much of the recent revelations investigation that produced a 
about human experiments are old -
news, having been declassified by more: See O LEARY on PAGE aii

sent.
The idea was to see how fast their 

bodies excreted the plutonium, and 
how the potentially dangerous sub­
stance lodged in the bones and liver. 

While other news media had 
reported the plutonium injections 
before—most recently the Houston 
Chronicle, which did a story about 
them in September — the Tribune 
for the first time named names, 
identifying five of the 18 subjects 
injected and providing the first 
detailed accounts of their lives.

The Tribune’s articles got the 
Energy Department's attention, 
spokeswoman Mary Freeman said.

At a Dec. 7 news conference, 
O'Leary promised a full investiga­
tion into the human experiments.

The news conference’s primary 
purpose was to trumpet other 
departmental efforts to peel back 
some of the secrecy surrounding 

nuclear operations.
O’Leary came armed with secrets 

to reveal — never-disclosed nuclear 
weapon test blasts, and fanneriy 
top-secret information about the 
U-S. inventory of plutonium.

But the subject quickly turned.to 
the experiments, and O'Leary 
promised a full public accounting, 
offering a public rinea culpa" ou 
behalf of her predecessors and 
promising a full investigation in 
consultation with independent 
experts.

“Things will be open from here 
forward," the DOE’s Freeman said 
this week.

The tempo of revelation 
increased Dea 15 when Sen. Jahn 
Glenn, D-Ohio. released a report 
detailing early Cold War experi­
ments at Los Alamos and elsewhere

By John Fleck
-tiURNAL STAFF WRITER

Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary,
prodded bv the news media, over
±e last three weexs has vaulted the 
issue of U.S. human radiation  , 
experiments into glaring public D.C?'! think the ball is rolling " ’

new- “The single greatest reason for

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

While animals were frequently 
used, they were sometimes inade- 

in determining effects on 
humans, leading to th* human 
ernenments, according to a for- 
merly classified Los Alamos 
National Laboratory report-

After a flurry of publicity sur­
rounding Markey’s investigation, 
the issue died because O’Leary's 
predecessors at the De^runent of 
Energy stonewalled, Buttacavoii 

“Sims and otherrcredit the< Albu- 

querque Tribune for getting the bail 
rolling anew, with a aeries of am- 
eies m November on experiments in 
the 1940s m which supposedly ter- 
mmafly 01 patients were injected 
with radioactive plutonium, appar­
ently without their informed con­
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Departments new profession of 
openness to push for follow-up med-

National Archives to through' 
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said.
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Nonis said.
“There are a million of these 

things — experiments here, experi­
ments there,” he said.

Markey will call for hearings on 
the subject this spring, said Butta- 
cavoli, capitalizing on the Energy 

•T worry that it’s cosmetic,? ht 
said.

Freeman insists the effort is real • 
Records on the experiments are 

scattered at universities and labora­
tories around the country, she said,'? 
and a team of Energy Department' 
workers has been dispatched tether

atmosphere, in part to see how easy 
it would be to detect them.

A flurry of new media-revealed 
horror stories followed, including:
■ Retarded teen-agers fed 

radioactive cereal by researchers 
from Harvard and the Massachu­
setts Institute of Technology in the 
1940s and -50s;
■ Newborns in Tennessee fed 

radioactive iodide in 1953-’S4 to test 
their thyroid function;
■ Pregnant women m Tennessee 

given injections of radioactive iron 
to track iron in their bodies.

The spate of revelations was 
crowned with a Newsweek cover 
story last week on •‘America’s 
Nuclear Secrets.”

“I think a lot of things have come 
together at the same time," Free­
man said.

And you should expect more to 
come out as the search broadens,

ical studies and possible compensa­
tion for the experiments’ subjects.

So far, however, that openness 
has been limited to O’Leary's public 
promises to get to the bottom of 
rhings

She has set up an independent 
task force of ethicists and medical 
experts to look into the experi­
ments, and she has called for an all- 
out effort to find and, if Congress 
appropriates the money, compen­
sate the subjects.

But the department has thus far 
released no new information on the

“I haven't seen much that's newtin 
any of it," said Dan Hirsch, a CaS- 
forma author, environmental 
activist and historian of the nuclear 

age. ‘"z
“She took some old stories and 

recycled them and them distanced 
herself from the old events,”? Se 
said, characterizing O’Leary’s-flur-. 
ry of media appearances on the top­
ic as “showmanship.”

1 
. . 

- L A- '

“We’re still doing a search," "she

.1



X.
k ■ •

LAlLVi DEC 29 19931>3B7,223Circulation

Help urged
for radiation

test subjects

!

•> A

By Maria Puente
USA TODAY Al

People who were unknow­
ingly exposed to radiation in 
government experiments 
years ago should be compen­
sated, Enerifi-Secretary Hazel 
O'Learysajcf Tuesday.

"We must proceed with dis­
closing these facts and infor-_ 
maoon regardless of... wheth­
er it opens the door for a 
lawsuit," she told CNN. “Those 
people who were wronged 
need to be compensated.”

Her comments came amid 
reports that scientists were 
warned not to use humans in 
the experiments, many con­
ducted in the 1940s and ’50s.

O'Leary has said as many as 
800 expenments were done in­
volving up to 600 people. 

Some are believed to have 
been within medical guidelines 
and with consent

But others may have ex­
posed people to potentially 
harmful amounts of radiation 
without their consent

A hot line for survivors want­
ing to contact the Energy De­
partment - 1-60CH93-2998 - 
has been swamped.

The radiation experiments 
are coming to light as a result 
of O’Leary’s order to thejner- 
gy Department to release se- 
cret research documents.

In a revelation this week, 
The New York Times reported 
that an official who directed 
some of the early tests was 
urged to use chimpanzees.

Joseph Hamilton, a radiation 
biologist who worked for the 
Atomic Energy Commission, 
warned a colleague in a 1950 
memo that exposing humans to 
radiation “would have a little 
of the Buchenwald touch.”

He was referring to the med­
ical expenments carried out 
on prisoners at the Nazi con­
centration camp.
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U.S. Should

Pay Victims
O’Learj7 Says

M

fresh reports that dozens of radi­
ation tests were conducted on In a 1950 memo released by de- 
Americans, including one 10-year partment officials and quoted Mon-

«ithat would be
appropriate”

pent, oversaw most of the expen-

CONTINUED 1

•-

O’Leary has appointed a nongov­
ernment panel of ethics experts to 
determine what ethical violations 
were committed during the tests 
and a team of researchers to study 
classified documents to determine

! tests 
could bring comparisons to Nazi ex-

—Energy Secretary
Hazel R O 'Leary

determine the 
level [of 
compensation]

“Let the
Congress and 
the American

800 Were Deliberately 
Exposed to Radiation, 
Energy Chief Reveals

y.A.

the extent of the experiments. The 
panel is expected to release its find­
ings m six months.

While some of the tests resulted 
in strides in science, O’Leary said, 
the circumstances under which 
some of them took place were not 
acceptable. “I am appalled by what 

. was done," she said. “Clearly stan­
dards were used that should never 
have been approved."

Preliminary estimates suggest that 
the number of radiation victims 
should not exceed 800, O'Leary said. 

A hot line number for callers who 
■ believe they were victims of federal 

radiation experiments has drawn 
more than 800 calls in two days, a 
department official said. A third of 
the callers identified themselves as 
victims, the official said, while the 
others wanted to express their dis­
approval of the experiments. "Peo-

enriched cereal and other foods. i _ ____i 1
A senes of articles published in little of the Buchenwald effect.’ Ex" 

the Albuquerque Tribune last penments conducted during World 
J___ J • . • • • •• — - .

dozens of people, including prison- tration camp in Germany, including 
ers, mental patients and pregnant the release of deadly bacteria, killed 
women, were injected with radia- hundreds of prisoners.
tion-nch plutonium in government- Energy Department researchers 
backed tests. The articles sparked fielding the calls will research all 
renewed interest in the extent to cases of those who identify them- 
which federal scientists used hu- selves as victims, according to of- 
mans as guinea pigs, often without 
their knowledge.

The Atomic Energy Commission, a 
forerunner of the Energy Depart-
pent, oversaw most of tbe expen- 
ments. O’Leary is leading the admin­
istration’s probe of the reports.

By Gary Lee
Wuhncuo Poo Su0 Wraer

Energy Secretary Hazel R
O’Leary yesterday acknowledged

That federal researchers deliberate­
ly exposed up to 800 people to ra­
diation in Cold War-era experi­
ments and she recommended finan­
cial compensation for victims who 
suffered damage. _

'F^^le.^°.1W?re pre^a^outraged"” the'offinal Lucf

"They should be outraged."
While the experiments were tak-

... it would seem that some com­
pensation is appropriate," O’Leary un­
told The Washington Post. "Let the ing place, the federal researcher in 
Congress and the American people charge of radiation experiments 
determine the level that would be warned that conducting the

experiment m which more than 30 day in the New York Times, Shields 
mentally retarded teenagers in Warren, a senior Atomic Energy 
Massachusetts were fed radiation- Commission official, said that the 

-—-  ------- - —- . medical experiments might have “a

appropnate? ,
_ waaafraM awaaV w

O Leary’s comments come amid penments on concentration camp

—’ prisoners.
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ficials. To handle the unexpected 
flood of responses, the department 
yesterday increased the number of 
operators handling calls. The num­
ber is 1-800-493-2998.

An accounting of the number of 
unwitting victims and the health ef­
fects they suffered must be con­
ducted before an estimate can be 
made of how much damages the fed­
eral government might have to pay, 
O’Leary explained. The government 
already is making payments to the 
families of hundreds of people who 
developed cancer while living down­
wind of the Nevada nuclear test site 
during the 1940s and 1950s.

Under Energy Department direc­
tion, officials are declassifying 32 
million pages of documents about 
the experiments.

According to a report in Sunday’s 
Boston Globe, researchers fed dozens 
of retarded youths radioactive milk 
with their cereal at the Massachu­
setts-based Femald School from 
1946 to 1956. The youths also were 
given meals laced with radioactive 
iron. The tests, designed to explore 
the human digestive system, were 
funded by the Atomic Energy Com­
mission and Quaker Oats Co., and 
conducted by scientists from Harvard 
University and the Massachusetts In­
stitute of Technology.

Letters informing the parents of 
the experiments did not mention 
they would involve radiation expo­
sure, the Globe said. In some cases, 
the youths were were given the ra­
diation equivalent of 50 chest X- 
rays, the newspaper added.

Massachusetts authorities are in­
vestigating the reports to determine 
whether the subjects suffered ad­
verse health effects. Officials are try­
ing to locate the victims, who would 

be in their fifties and sixties, a 
spokesman for the Massachusetts 
Department of Mental Retardation 
said.

Other documented cases of ra­
diation experiments were con­
ducted on African Americans at 
Vanderbilt University in Tennessee 
and on prisoners in Oregon and 
Washington state.

In a dozen secret tests conducted 
in New Mexico, Tennessee and 
Utah from 1948 to 1952, radiation 
was deliberately injected into the 
atmosphere, according to a General 
Accounting Office report released 
two weeks ago. The tests were part 
of an attempt to determine how far 
and fast the released radioactive 
particles spread.

The Albuquerque newspaper ar­
ticles identified five of 18 patients 
who were injected with plutonium to 
determine how quickly the body 
would dissolve the cancer-causing el­
ement. According to the newspaper, 
the injections, which took place from 
1945 to 1947, involved doses of more 
than 0.3 microcurie, far above levels 
now considered safe. They were con­
ducted in federal laboratories at dif­
ferent locations.

Federal researchers familiar with 
the radiation experiments pointed out 
m interviews yesterday that the Cold 
War included a race between the So­
viet Union and the United States for 
scientific advances, particularly in the 
field of the effects of radiation on hu­
mans. "This is not meant to excuse 
what was done," said one scientist, 
who asked not to be identified. “But it 
may help explain the context in which 
it took place.”

Congressional aides said that hear­
ings on the radiation tests will be 
held soon after Congress reconvenes.
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Radiation Test Victims

R

By MELISSA HEALY 
TIMES STAFF WRITER

■ Government: Energy Secretary O'Leary's call is first 
indication that U.S. is willing to acknowledge liability.

WASHINGTON-The U.S. gov­
ernment should compensate vic­
tims of radiation testing conducted 
as part of its Cold War nuclear 
program. Energy Secretary Hazel 
Q’Learv said Tuesday as disclo- 
sures mounted about extensive ex­
periments involving humans as 
often-unwitting subjects.

In an interview on Cable News 
Network. O’Leary said: ‘We ought 
to go forward and explain to the 
Congress what has happened and 
let the Congress of the United 
States and the American public 
determine what would be appro­
priate compensation.”

O’Leary’s comments marked the 
first time the federal government 
has indicated it is willing to ac­
knowledge liability for possible 
harm done by hundreds of govern­
ment-funded tests conducted from 
the late 1940s into the 70s. Gov­
ernment compensation for test vic­
tims across the country could total 
hundreds of millions of dollars, but 
could end costly lawsuits brought 
by several citizen groups.

O'Leary said mat up to 800 
people were subjected to the ex­
periments and-exposed to poten- 
tially harmful amounts of radia­
tion. some apparently without their 
informed consent.

Under C’Leary, the department 
has vowed to "come clean” on the 
secrets of nuclear . testing. Her 
department and an independent 
task force it has named are con­
ducting investigations of dozens 
and possibly hundreds of govern­

ment-sponsored experiments in 
which humans were subjected to 
radiation.

O’Leary’s promise to unmask the 
expenmenu has set off a flurry of 
news reporu detailing human ex- 
penmenu. although few names 
have emerged because many of the 
consent forms and logs of the 
expenmenu have been lost.

The Energy Department late last 
week established a toll-free phone 

line. (800 ) 493-2998, for individu­

als to call if they believe they have 
been subjecu in a test involving 
radiation. Since Fnday, the De­
partment has received roughly 100 
calls a day.

In recent months, reporu on 

radiation testing have cited expen- 
menu that include conducting nu­
clear tesu over populated areas 
and injecting patienU. including 
newborn babies, with plutonium 
and radioactive iodine.

The Boston Globe has reported 
that in one expenment between 
1946 and 1956, at least 49 mentally 
retarded teen-agers were fed ra­
dioactive food in a study of the 
human digestive process. The 
tesu. funded partly by Quaker Oau 
Co. and the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, used radioactive 
forms of iron and calcium to deter­
mine if a heavy diet of cereals ’ 
slowed digestion of those minerals, 
the newspaper said. The expen- 
ments were conducted by re­
searchers from Harvard University 
and the Massachusetu institute of 
Technology

Asked Tuesday if the various 
disclosures leave the government 
vulnerable to lawsuiu, O’Leary 
said: "My view is that we must 
proceed with disclosing these facu 
and information regardless of the 
fact of whether it opens the door 
for a lawsuit against the govern­

ment. Many have suggested, and I 
lend to agree personally, that those 
people who were wronged need to 
be compensated."

In the latest indication that sci- 
entisu even at the dawn of the 
Atomic Age had reservations about 
the human experimenu, a report 
Tuesday said that a top radiation 
biologist warned in 1950 that the 
research had "a little of the Bu­
chenwald touch." a reference to a 
Nazi concentration camp where 
medical expenmenu were earned 
out on inmates.

Dr. Joseph Hamilton, who 
worked for the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, made the analogy to 
Buchenwald in a memo outlining 
his concerns about expenmenu

designed to gauge levels of radia­
tion that would injure soldiers.

According to the New York 
Times, which quoted from Hamil­
ton's memo m iu Tuesday editions. 
Hamilton warned that commission 
officials “would be subject to con­
siderable criticism” for conducting 
expenmenu that exposed people to 
potentially harmful doses of radia - 
lion.

If Congress approves compensa­
tion for subjecu of radiation exper­
imenu. the paymenu would prob­
ably ease the legal bamers for 
many who have sought reparations 
from the U.S. government. Couru 
have frequently turned away suiu 

in such cases, arguing that the 
government could not be sued for 
discretionary acu performed in 
good faith.

At- the same time, however, a 
decision to compensate for radia- 
bon expenmenu could place strict 
limiu on the amounu the victims 
could receive.

One expert suggested such a 
decision also could give momentum 
to hundreds of claims that have 
been filed by workers at U.S. 
nuclear production planu, many of 
whom allege they have been ex­
posed to unsafe levels of radiation.

“If we re going to engage in a 
debate over what to do with (un­
witting victims of] dangerous radi­
ation. we should include in their 
numbers those who were exposed 
on the front lines of the Cold 
War—the nuclear production 
workers . . said Paul DeMarco, a 
Cincinnati attorney who has han­
dled several class-action suits 
against the government on behalf 
of nuclear workers.

"These people have not received 
the compensation due." DeMarco 
said. "What is worse? Someone 
completely unaware that they’re 
being subjected to radiation? Or 
someone who's brought into a nu­
clear facility, given a radiation 
badge, given regular unnalyses 
and led to feel safe when he’s not?"
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Energy Official 
Seeks to Assist 
Victims of Tests 

By KEITH SCHNEIDER If I 
Energ,· Secretarv Hazel R O'Learv 

yes1eroay called on 1he Government to 
compensate Amencans who were ex• 
posed 10 rad1auon from human med1• 
cal expenmentauon that the United 
Stales conducted for decades · after 
World War II. 

Mrs O'Leary said her appeal on 
behalf of people who were used as 
sub1ec1s in the medical 1es11ng was 
prompted by the Government's long 
resistance 10 providing compensauon 
to thousands of people in the Southwest 
known as "do11o·nwinders" - those who 
asserted that thev or members of their 
families were harmed by rad1oacuve 
fallout from open-air 1est1ng or atomic 
bombs in the 19�·s and early 1960's. 

"I looked at the history of the ..E.nfily 
�partmem wnh the downwmaer's
were 1he department for some years 
really did ba11le w11h these people 10 
hold off 1he1r ab1l11y 10 make claims," 
Mrs O'Lear\' said in an interview. "It 
doesn't occu� to me that 1s the posture I 
wan1 10 be in." 

'Make These People Whole' 
Referring to the thousand or more 

subJects or rad1at1on experiments. the 
Secre1arv added: "It seems 10 me that 
my pos1i1on ought to be, what does 11 
take I!:> make these people whole? lf 
the�· can prove there was no consent 
for 1he expenmentat1on and harm re• 
suited from the experiments, they or 
members of their families are going 10 
want something more than a formal 
apology." 

Mrs. o·Leary's first statement on 
compensauon came 1n an interview on 
CNN yesterday morning after she was 
asked 1f she would consider compensa• 
110n. She replied: ·•Many have suggest• 
ed. and I tend to agree personally, that 
1hose people who were wronged need to 
be compensated. And we ought 10 go 
forward and explain to the Congress 
what has happened, and let the Con• 
gress of the United States and the 
American public determine what 
would be appropnate compensation." 

The Secretary said she was acting 
largely on her own in calling for com­
pensauon for anyone who was harmed 
dunng the decades of human medical 
expenmentauon conducted by the 
Atomic Energy Comm1ss1on. The nu• 
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clear weapons industry later came un• 
der the ownership and management of 
the Depanment of Energy. She said 
she notified the White House on Mon• 
dav that she would propose a measure 
to provide compensa11on. 

If approved by the Clinton Adm1nts· 
1rat1on and Congress, it would be the 
fifth time since the early 1950's that the 
Government has compensated people 
put in Jeopardy by radiation from the 
American nuclear weapons industry. 
The first four, however, were initiated 

· by foreign governments or the Amen•
can vicums. 

Two Depanments In Conflict 
. ·Secr:eta-ry O'Leary's comments were 
the firsUn which a head or the nuclear 
weapons industry initiated the Govern• 
ment's effort to apologize and compen•
sa1e people who may have been
harmed bv 1ts nuclear materials..

Her appeal for compensat1.on.
though, puts the Department of Energy
m direct conflict wnh the Department
of Justice. In every other instance in
which Congres.s considered legislauon
10 compensate people .exposed to harm• 
ful levels of rad1a11on. mcludmg the 
case of the downwmders in the South­
west, the ton branch of the Justice
Department's c1v1I division has op­
posed the effort. 

The department has also defended
the Government in lawsu1ts. dating to
the earl\· 19�'s, in which ranchers.
soldiers: uranium miners and the m· 
dustry·s own workers asserted that 
they had been harmed by radiation
from 1he nuclear .weapons mdustrv. 

Depariment lawyers are now· de­
fending thC' Go,·C'rnmen1 m a case 1n
llievada m which the families of more
than 200 weapons industry workers.
most of whom have died. contend that
their relat1ves were injured or killed bv
radiauon from atomic bomb testing at
the Nevada Test Sue northY.·est of Las
Vegas. 

In that case, which began in Las 
Vegas on Dec. 13, several or the Gov­
ernment's chief medical witnesses are
doctors who conducted the human
medical expenments that have come
under Mrs. O'Leary's scrutiny. 

Thrtt Wl1nesses Named
One wnness 1s Dr. Constantine Ma• 

letskos, a former researcher at the 
Massachusem lnst11u1e of Technology
who performed rad1a11on experiments
on retarded tttn-aite boys at the Fer•
nald State School in Waltham. Mass.

Another 1s Dr. Clarence Lushbaugh,
who direc1ed several human medical
experimen1s. includmit several m 
which children were exposed to rad1a-
11on. at a research ms111ut1on financed
by lhe Atomic Energy Comm1ss1on in
Oak Ridge, Tenn. Some of Dr. Lush•
baugh's studies were halted in the ear­
ly 1970's after offtc1als of the comm1s­
s1on said they had done llllle to provide
medical benef11s for the pauents tn• 
vot,•ed. 
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A third w11nes� 1s Dr. Eugene 
Saeniter. a retired rad1olog1st at the 
Vmvers11y of Cmcmna11 Collel!e of 
Med1ctnC'. who m the 1960's and :-o·s 
exposed tnd1i:r111 cancC'r pat1en1� 10 
le\'els of rad1a11011 that were known 10 
make peopl<' :icutel,· 111 Accordini: 10 
records of the s1ud1es. which were pe1 • 
formed for th<' OefensC' Depan ment. !) 
of the first 40 people exposed 10 thf' 
rad1a11on died within 31- dav�. 

All thrtt doctors have maintained in 
interviews w11h Congrt>ss1onal re­
searchers and 1oumalls1s o"er 1he 
years that their work had been ethical 
and proper. 

Potential for Conflict 
Mrs. O'Learv s.110 sh" had not talked 

with Janet Reno. the . .>,tiornev General 
but was awa1e of 1hr poien11al for 
conrhct wtlh the Justice Department. 
"I caMOt 1ma1une 1here would be any 
other posture that I tould take on 1h1s." 
she said ··1 am also clear on the fact 
that the Jusuce OC'par1men1 may come 
from anoth<'r postl1on and pomt or 
view." 

The Jus11ce Depanmem today said 11 
would not comment on Mrs O'Lear\''s 
proposal. 

Mrs. O'Learv's appeal for compen­
sation came three weeks alter she- di­
rected the Department or Energy to 
mvest1ga1e thP experiments. de1er­
mme their ethical .ind medical propri­
ety. and locate test sub_1ec1s or mem• 
bers of their families. 

Stewart L. Udall. who was Secretarv 
of the Interior m the Kennedv and 
Johnson Admm1stra11ons. sa1d ,;ester­
day that �lrs. O'Lear�-·� ap�al for 
compensauon �·as breathtakinJ!. 

"It's a ,·ery bold step." said Mr. 
Udall, who as a law�•er helped prepare 
the Nevada Test Sue case and two 
others on behalf of thous:?n!!s er A:n:m­
cans who 1>e:1eved they had been vic­
timized b�• the nuclear weapons mdus• 
try. ·•Hazel O'Leary 1!- talkmg to the 
country. She 1s saying there were 
grievous things done 10 people and, m 
effect, she 1s apologmng to thl' country. 
But it's not clear anvbodv else m the 
Government IS listening. The next 
thing the Clinton Adm1nrs1ra11on ought 
to do 1s pull everybodv 10ge1her so they 
can talk 10 each other." 

5· 
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Radiation alarm
Callers are swamping a new fed­

eral hot line set up to find people 
who suspect they were used as 
guinea pigs in government- 
sponsored radiation experiments, 

_ USA Tbday reports.
Reports of these experiments 

arise as a result of media investiga­
tions and Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Lear.'s order releasing thou- 
Mhds oi previously secret doc­
uments on government research. . 

Some calls to the new Human 
Experimentation Hotline indicate 
people are unnecessarily panicked 
about standard medical treatments 
— such as radiation treatment for 
cancer — or are calling to ask if 
they were test subjects. 

“We can’t answer that." Mike 
Gauldin, spokesman_fhiithe Denari-- 
ment ot Energy, told the newspaper.
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A horrifying 
glimpse of 
Cold War 
era 
madness

NewsExpress
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FOR AT LEAST a thousand mostly unwit­
ting victims of the experiments, the cult of 
secrecy proved more dangerous than the secu­
rity threat under whose name it was justified.

For all the American people, the official 
condoning of such horrors, even in the name of 
fighting communism. leaves a disgraceful, un­
justifiable stain on the nation’s history.

How can the nation atone?

We can begin by following the advice of 
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Learv- who had to 
fight the Pentagon and her own bureaucracy to 
pierce the darkness around the past and pres­
ent horror stories about the nation’s nuclear 
weapons complex. She advocates continued 
disclosures in order to identify the surviving 
victims of the experiments so they can be treat­
ed or compensated.

Beyond compensating the individuals in­
volved, the government must come clean with 
the American peoole about the full extent of 
the Cold War era's nuclear madness and the 

poisonous legacy it has left us.

There is evidence that many of the people 
who built and tested the nuclear arsenal and 
nuclear reactors were no more thoughtful 
about the hazards they were creating than 
were the officials who approved spiking chil­
dren’s milk with radioactive iron. .

The biggest, most damning secret of all may 
be the extent of the radioactive mess that still 
surrounds nuclear weapons plants and storage 
facilities in more than a dozen states. Until that 
secret is dispelled, we cannot begin to deal with 
the costly cleanup horrors that await us.

f-i^

The Poisonous
Legacy of Cold 
War Secrecy

HEY READ like horror stories from Nazi 
Germany: Mentally retarded children 

__ were fed radioactive iron and calcium In 
their breakfast cereal in order to study the 
effects on the digestive system; hospital pa­
tients (some but not all terminal) were injected 
with plutonium; newborn infants (mostly 
black) were injected with radioactive iodine; 
prisoners (mostly black) had their testicles irra­
diated; and on at least a dozen occasions radio­
active bombs were exploded in the atmo­

sphere, releasing up 
to 20 times the 
amount of radiation 
emitted by the Three 
Mile Island nuclear 
power accident.

Except these inci­
dents were not acci­
dents, and they were 
hot conducted by Na­
zis.

They were conducted by American scien­
tists as part of the official research policies of a 
paranoid U.S. government in the throes of the 

Cold War.

The continuing series of revelations emerg­
ing from declassified documents about the gov­
ernment's use of human guinea pigs in radia­
tion experiments provides a gut-wrenching 
illustration of how a presumably enlightened, 
law-abiding government can sink into barbari­
ty under the shroud of secrecy that is part of 

the nationabsecurity state.______________ _______

SAN FRANCiSCO CHRONICLE

EDITORIALS
©jrcnick

THE VOICE OF THE WEST
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O’Leary: Victims should be compensated

58

hive been subjected io human experi­
ments involving radiation, many of 
them in the 1940s and '50s. Some of 
the experiments were believed to be 
within medical guidelines and with 
consent, but others clearly were not. 
officials have uid.

WASHINGTON (AP) - Energy 
Secretary Haeel R O’Leary says peo­
ple exposed to radiation in govern­
ment experiments more than 40 years 
ago should be compensated.

O’Leary promised Tuesday to col­
lect as many documents as possible 
and "let the Congress of the United 
States and the American public deter­
mine what would be appropriate com­
pensation.'’

In an interview with CNN, she 
did not indicate how many people 
might be compensated or how much 
they might get.

O’Leary said earlier this month 
that as many as 800 people might 

O’Leary has told her agency to 
find out how many human studies 
were done, find test subjects and their 
survivors and check the legality of the 
research.

A hot line asking survivors to con­
tact the Energy Department has been 
swamped with hundreds of calls

Th» sot Un« Rvmwr >1 i.ltMfljm Im lint li 
M*n MtMtv Ihrtutn IrMo,. It > » t w

time.
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“Sir: ssito the victims' families.

than there was 30 to 40 yean ago.’

principles in Femald, Mass., had radioactive mate­
human sub- riah added to their breakfast cereal to

Medical Association’s Council on 
Ethical and Judicial Affairs.

Many experimenu that used hu­
mans as guinea pigs often were 
-scientifically flawed and poorly 
planned, and produced useless results, 
Caplan said.

It was not until Harvard researcher 
Henry Beecher described a dozen 
unethical experiments in a 1966 New 
England Journal of Medicine article 
that the scientific community re­
sponded.

But medical atrocities continued in 
the public and private realm, experts 
said.

In an interview with Cable News 
Network, O’Leary promised to collect

DEC 291993
with radioactive strontium was one of 
eight patients identified as having 
received radioactive strontium or 
non-radioactive strontium from 1941 
to 1944 at the Univeraity of California 
Hospital in San Francisco. Some also 
received phosphorous-32, which is 
radioactive.

The boy, identified in a medical 
chart as. Wallace Reid, received 18.9 
millicories of radioactive strontium in 
1941-42 in 12 injections.

The boy died three months after 
the final injection was administered. 
The cause of death was exhaustion 
and intracranial pressure, stares the 
two-pege chart, which is stamped 
“Secret" several times.

The Afliuguenyue Tribune found 
the chart on Reid and the other seven 
patients in the files of deceased 
scientist Joceph Hamilton at the 
Bancroft Library at the University of
scientist Joceph Hamilton at the

Scrtppa Howard arid 77» Aasocixtnd
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U.S. experiments 
on human beings
had Nazi echoes

, a

Ethicist: ‘We were hypocritical’
“Nevertheless, given the revelations

rhetoric and in our formal
CHICAGO — Barely y**1^ after about plutonium studies, we were, in 

the Nazis committed atrocities in the o*11 --------- —. —
name of science. U.S. researchers statements, hypocnocal^ -------------

conducted experiments on unwitting L-----------■_-------- . ._

u. —. -
recently has there been a significant 
change m the scientific community.

“We tried and hung people in
Germany for crimes that had echoes
in iius tvmiuj, xmv <-uu>w ------
an expert on medical ethics at the ments. .
University of Minnesota, on recent But the scientific romraunrty was 
disclosures that children were fed slow to accept those rules.
radioactive cereal, and human guinea The scientists who conducted the 
pigs were injected with plutonium experiments said they were unaware 
without their consent o( the dangers, but a memo brought to

The revelations that unwitting fight this week showed that offioals at 
human subjects were injected with the Atomic Energy Commission knew 
plutonium in the 1940s and ’50s the risks and ramifications.
nromnted U.S. Energy Secretary "The <^gers of radiabon were

for Nazi war criminals, American
judges helped write the Nuremberg
Code, which called on scientists to 
adhere to humanitarian i
any experimenu using 1 —
jects. 

I—  

were 1n^r<sponse to Nazi atrodtia thcr

and were not taken seriously in
America by scientists,” said Caplan,

1W. track the progress of the materials
“To be fair thoae codes of ethics through their digestive systems. Nei-

In the newest die of experimenu-
J , r_., tion to come to light, formerly secret

of the University of Minnesota. _ _ docummtjjtOWJhalJhAboy injected _  

" suffering from bone canerr was 
injected in the 1940s with almost

later estimated could kill a person "?*«:• • nOoVlMg

sii; Gtote to- w.'.rtte,.
closed that 19 retarded children in

University of Minnesota, on recent

radioactive cereal, and human guinea

As part of the investigation, which

“There's a lot more consciousness set up a toll-free telephone line,

Rules enacted since World War 11

research by requiring that human 
subjects be informed and grant their 
consent to be studied, that health risks 

. I— independent
^ttero^try7’’^id^thur Caplan, review boards overace the experi-

of the dangers, but a memo brought to 
• • • . .« •__  s -S____  -L

human wbirotT were" "injected" with the Atomic Energy Commission knew

prompted U.S. Energy Secretary v
Helen O’Lrarr to re^mmend lues- known then. We dtdn t do X-rays on 
day WCdZpess offer compensation P^gn^t women, and it had been



X

TRANSCRIPT

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGYFOR STATION
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SUBJECT
Secret Radiation Tests on Unsuspecting Americans

Correspondent Jim Stewart has this exclusive report.

Framingham.AIDE:

SECRETARY O’LEARY: Framingham.

V.A. Hospital is in his district.AIDE:

O'LEARY: Do

We're looking into it.AIDE:

Okay. As soon as you know, then you'd

WOMAN [on telephone]: Department of Energy.

48

NATIONAL MARKET COVERAGE

WUSA-TV 
CBS Network

SECRETARY O'LEARY:
better tell me.

Department of Energy Hazel O'Leary has ordered a search of 
records of experiments done in veterans hospitals.

RADIO 
TVREPORTS

CBS News has learned new and, shocking details 
government's secret radiation experiments on 

A lot more people may have been zapped 
» 

YoHc 212J09-U

312-541-202C
313 3441177 

U* Ang^M: 21X466-6124 
Washington, D.C: 301-65<h4068 

Matam 617-536-2232 
PhOodolphic: 215-567-7600 

Son Francisco: 213-466-6124 

Miami: 305-3583358

SECRETARY
hospital?

CONNIE CHUNG: 
about the 
unsuspecting Americans. 7 
than the government admits.

STEWART: Veterans' horror stories to a government hotline 
have also moved the Department of Energy to ask the Defense Nuclear 
Agency to review its records for other possible experiments on 
active-duty soldiers in military hospitals.

we know facts regarding that

JIM STEWART: In addition to exposing active-duty soldiers to 
aboveground nuclear tests, CBS News has learned the government is 
now investigating whether it also used retired soldiers in the 
nation's veterans hospitals as nuclear guinea pigs.

Whik todio TV Uporh mdwxo <o ouur* lha occwocy W mownol wppiied by it, it cannot ba rmpontibfe lor m.tiokm or omiuioru.

Mot^ol tuoolxd by *od>o TV tapom mov ba uwd lor M. and raUrwwa Dvrooiar only h may not ba raoroducd wld o. oubhclv d.mon.h-o^d or ..hibi^d
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A problem many in Congress still must be paid for. 

We have a responsibility to ensure that peopleREP. MARKEY: 1
are given some compensation.

PETER BRUSH [Department of Energy;: The work that's being 
done now Is directed at medical benefits, rather than general 
scientific studies, which apparently was part of the problem in the 
past.

STEWART: A bill to that effect will be introduced into 
Congress as soon as it reconvenes next month. As to the final 
cost, officials say the only guess they can venture now is "a lot."

Jim Stewart, CBS News Washington.

More and more, it's becoming clear it was”the Pentagon behind 

the Department of Energy's secret radiation testing on humans.

REP. EDWARD MARKEY [D-MA]: The Department of Defense and the 
Cold War drove the agenda of many federal agencies during the '40s, 
'50s, '60s, '70s and into the '80s, in fact.

STEWART: Even beyond. In response to-a-CBS News request for 
information, the Department of Energy confirmed today it is • 
currently funding 120 human radiation experiments of its own, while 
providing facilities, for 100 others by separate agencies, including 
some classified by the Pentagon. Unlike earlier tests. Energy 
officials say these follow strict safety guidelines.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY CNN-TVFOR STATION

PROGRAM The World Today orr Washington, D.C.

OATT AUDIENCEDecember 29, 1993 6:00 PM

SUBJECT
Government Radiation Tests on Unsuspecting Americans

CNN's Carl Rochelle has the latest.

security.
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Many of the victims of radiation experiments in the U.S.
received little or no information about what was being done to

ROCHELLE: The experiment started before the Nuremberg Trials 
of Nazi war criminals and extended into the 1950s. Those trials 
established what is generally accepted as a universal code for 
human experimentaticnr full, informed, voluntary consent.

TRANSCRIPT

ROCHELLE: It was the time of the Cold War, the Iron Curtain, 
and the threat of nuclear war between the U.S. and the Soviets. 
Scientists wanted to know if people could survive a nuclear war. . 
But a lawyer who deals in medical ethics says that's no excuse.

CARL ROCHELLE: More than a dozen mentally retarded teenage 
boys who attended this school in Fernaid, Massachusetts were given 
radioactive iron and calcium on breakfast cereal, starting in 1946. 
Scientists were trying to see how radiation would affect the human 
body.

LORI ANDREWS [ethicist/attorney]: Well, even if that is true, 
we don't generally draft people without telling them. And we give 
all sorts of veterans' benefits to soldiers who do things for the 
national security.

STEVEN AFTERGOOD [Federation of American Scientists]: The 
people involved in conducting those experiments were not sadists. 
They were serving_ what they believed was the interest of national

GENE RANDALL: Relatives of those Americans used in government 
radiation experiments during the Cold War are voicing their .anger 
as details of the scandal continue to unfold. Meanwhile, some 
scientists disagree about whether the studies were unethical.
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them.
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As for the nearly 800 victims and their families, O'Leary says 
Congress is already beginning to look at how to help them.

Carl Rochelle, CNN, Washington.

One victim's daughter said even though her father was told
about his plutonium injections, he probably didn't understand.

MRS. WHITFIELD: My father cannot be compensated for 44 years 
of having plutonium in his system. However, the Department of 
Energy could respect my family enough to release all of the 
records.

ELMERINE WHITFIELD: My father had a sixth-grade education, 
and I'm convinced that he did not understand what they were saying.

ROCHELLE: Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary says victims should 
be compensated, but some say money won't take away the pain.

ROCHELLE: O'Leary says she is working to do that but it won't 
happen overnight. She has also established an Independent panel to 
determine whether the experiments violated the code of conduct 
established at the Nuremberg Trials. ,
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SUBJECT RADIATION EXPERIMENTS ON HUMANS

We must proceed disclosing

NATIONAL MARKET COVERAGE
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O'Leary says, she doubts many people will file lawsuits as a result 
of the tests; that's because the statutes of limitations have 
expired.

RADO 
TVREPORTS

In 1945, three terminally ill patients at the University of Chicago 
Hospitals were injected with plutonium; they all died within a 

year.

O'Leary has opened secret Energy Department files; they include 
records of experiments in which people were unwittingly exposed to 
radiation. One experiment involved children at this Boston mental 
institution; they were fed radioactive cereal.

As we mentioned, there are Chicago connections to those radiation 
tests. The Chicago-based cereal manufacturer, Quaker Oats, help 
fund the Boston study. Authorities say they may have provided money 
or even the radioactive cereal used.

And, in the 1970's, southwest suburban Argonne National Laboratory 
was involved in follow-up tests on others who were injected with 
plutonium.

HAZEL O'LEARY, US ENERGY SECRETARY: We must proceed disclosing 
these facts and information, regardless of the fact whether it 
opens the door for a lawsuit against the government. And many have 
suggested, and I tend to agree personally, that those people who 
were wronged need to be compensated.

SONJA GANTT, NEWS ANCHOR: Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary 
commenting on secret radiation tests the government performed in 
the 1940's and '50's. The test involved as many as 800 people; 
three of them tested right here, at the University of Chicago.
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SUBJECT
Secretary O'Leary/Government-Sponsored Radiation Tests

How did it happen? Could it happen again?

in an accident.on his job.
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Our guests today: Eileen Welsome of the Albuquerque Tribune, 
whose reports on test victims helped put this shocking story in 
national headlines. Lori Andrews is an attorney who specializes in 
medical ethics. Also with us. Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary. And 
joining us on the phone from Dallas^ Elmerine Whitfield with a 
personal story. She says her father, Elmer Allen, was one of those 
subjected to experimental-tests unknowingly back in 1947.

1 *■
* • *

4. • • •

After X-rays were done, supposedly, he was diagnosed with a 
malignant bone sarcomr. On July 18th, 1947, he was injected with 
plutonium 238. Three days later his leg was amputated.

ELMERINE WHITFIELD: The year was 1947. At the time, I was 
only 22 months old. But my father was a railroad porter. He 
worked out of San Francisco.

About a year prior to this injection, he had injured his leg 
in an accident on his job. After about a year, the leg had not 
properly healed, and his doctor recommended him to the University 
of California at San Francisco.

11:30 AM AUWINCI

NATALIE ALLEN: It maysound like a_sci-fi story of horror or 
a chilling report from the death camps of Nazi-Germany: retarded 
teenagers fed radioactive cereal, newborn babies reportedly 
injected with radioactive iodine, people injected with plutonium. 
It didn't happen on some distant land, it all happened right here 
in the United States at the hands of government scientists. 
Americans were used as guinea pigs in radioactive experiments 
during the '40s and '50s.

Elmerine, thank you for talking with us. And take us back to 
that year.' Tell us what happened to your father.
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And convinced

During the

some way.

Elmerine,. we have the person who reported that story for the

others.

38

X

Who injected him, and did he have any knowledge of 
k , used

ALLEN: 1     
what was going to happen to him, that it’was^plutonium beino 
on him? ’

MRS. WHITFIELD: I'm not sure which doctor stuck the needle in 
him, but he was injected.

My father did not sign a consent form. There is a note on his 
chart signed by two doctors and a nurse. And the sentence says, 
"The experimental nature of the intramuscular injection of the 
radioactive tracer sample was explained to the patient."

Now, my father-had a sixth-grade education. And I'm convinced 
that he did not understand what they were saying.

ALLEN: Your father died just a few years ago. During the 
course of his life, did he-try and talk-about this?; Did he trv to 
get the facts? J

MRS. WHITFIELD: No. My father always felt that he was ill in 
some way. Nobody understood what he was saying. ' His favorite 
thing to say was that he had been used as a guinea pig. He never 
used the word plutonium. I'm not sure if it was ever introduced to 
him. If it were, I don't think he understood it. But I am sure 
that my mother and the rest of the family knew nothing about this 
until we were contacted by the Albuquerque Tribune in July of last 
year with the fact that my father might be the person that was 
called CAL-3.

Albuquerque Tribune. Eileen Welsome is with u«, as well.

Eileen, tell- us what you found out about Elmer Jlllen and 
others. And how difficult-was it to uncover information?

EILEEN WELSOME: I found Elmer Allen through a clue in a
Department of Energy document last summer. It made reference to 
the fact that a scientist at Argonne ‘ National Laboratory had 
contacted the physician of CAL-3 in Italy, Texas. Knowing that 
Italy was a small town, I called the city hall, described Elmer 
Allen, and they told me he had died a year earlier, and gave me his 
wife's telephone number. And that began the story. I flew to 
Dallas and met the family.

It has been a matter of chipping piece-by-piece to try to find 
out who these people are.

This story, by the way, has come out despite the fact that the 
DOE, not because of the DOE. The DOE has refused to release the 
names of these 18 patients for the past four years, including the 
last year in which Hazel O'Leary has headed the agency.
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ALLEN:

And I will and have responded

parties.

IBut did you not...ALLEN:

without further harming the families• • •

Xay I add something to what she's saying?MRS. WHITFIELD:

Elmerine, go ahead.Yes.ALLEN:

SECRETARY O'LEARY:
involved.

And I am well aware of the interest of the press, and 
certainly credit the Albuquerque newspaper for the work that 
they've done. But I would hope that the public jwould understand 
that it's not our role to simply, without informing families and, 
first of all, locating families, to share that information to third

One, it is not the Department's goal or mission to disclose 
the names of individuals or families to reporters. It is our 
mission, as we have attempted to be open-and to help explore this 
story, which is shocking to all of us, to see first of all that we 
are respecting the needs and the desires of the individuals and the 
families involved.

I'm very clear on this as an ethical standard that I must 
follow. And I'm also very clear on my desire to get to the bottom 
of and expose all of this behavior and these activities...

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Yes.
repeatedly on this question.

MRS. WHITFIELD: In 1986 the United States House of 
Representatives Subcommittee on Energy, Conservation and Power, 
which was chaired by Representative Markey of Massachusetts, issued

39

ALLEN: But did you not start to pursue this to get to the 
bottom of it until after Eileen Welsome started reporting about it?

SECRETARY" -O'LEARY: -No, not true-at all. I began, almost 
simultaneous with my arrival at the Department of Energy, an 
exercise to declassify all information available to the Department 
of Energy which was no longer necessary to ba remaining secret, 
because the Cold War is over. The process—of identifying all 
information to be declassified, much of which is not in my hands, 
not in the Department's hands, which is in the hands of individual 
researchers, is the business that the Department has been about for 
some eight or nine months. Understanding that there's some three 
miles of documents, three-miles-high worth of documents and papers 
in the hands of the Federal Government in the Department of Energy.

Hazel O'Leary is with us.

Would you like to respond?
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They knew where ay father was.

I got these medications from his druggist.

Elmerine, thank you.ALLEN:

e* ■ *
ALLEN:

40

X

We are talking about radioactive tests performed on 
people — some people, apparently, unknowingly — during the '40s 
and *50s.

There are many questions to be asked on this subject, and 
^we'll continue in a moment. And we'll also ask: How do we know 
that such dangerous, unethical tests aren't taking place today?

And I also have in my hand from my father's doctor, who were 
his doctor^ during this time, a letter-on Argonne National Lab 
stationery that gives a number, area code number, extension. And 
they ask the doctor to call in case my father died, because they 
wanted to do a post on him to see in which body organ the plutonium 
was lodged.

Let's bring in Lori Andrews, who is an expert on medical 
ethics.

It's my contention that the Energy Department can locate at 
least 695 of these people, and they're not attempting to do so. 
And if the Energy Secretary has the same mind-set as Secretary 
Herrington, I want her to know that at the time of that report my 
father was ingesting the following medications, and had been 
ingesting these medications for well over a decade. He was taking 
Thorazine for psychosis, Dilantin for epileptic seizures, as well 
as high blood pressure medicine. He was taking Cogentin for 
bladder dysfunction-and-Lanoxin — I think that's how — L-a-n-o-x- 
i-n — for a heart condition.

a staff report titled "America's Nuclear Guinea Pigs: Three
Decades of Radiation Experiments on U.S. Citizens." That was 1986. 
And this report named some of the more bizarre and repugnant 
experiments, which involved about 695 persons. And that was also - . 
- in that report was the Manhattan Project involving my father.

Now, the committee requested that the Energy Department assist 
in identifying and compensating the victims. And in response to 
that, the Secretary, who was John Herrington at the time, less than 
four months later, on February 10th, 1987 — and I have that 
document in my hand — he concluded and wrote back to the committee 
that there was no scientific reason for attempting follow-up 
studies on the subjects, nor to propose new legislation to 
compensate them.
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And to Eileen.ALLEN:

families.
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* • *

4. . • '

Lori, some of the scientists have said their work was ethical 
and proper. These were scientists injecting.cancer patients with 
levels of radiation known to make people ill- Was there anything 
ethical and proper about what was going on, from what you’ve heard?

LORI ANDREWS: Absolutely not. There were clear legal and 
ethical tenets at the time: - that you have to respect people's 
bodily integrity and you don't interfere with it without uncoerced, 
voluntary consent.

And the third excuse was that it was necessary for the 
national security. Well, even if that is true, we don't generally 
draft people without telling them. And we give all sorts of 
veterans' benefits to soldiers who do things for the national 
security. I think we should start thinking about compensation of 
these victims, as well.

WELSOME: This gets—back to Hazel O'Leary's point a few
minutes ago about not releasing the names of the 13 other families. 
We feel, at the Albuquerque Tribune, that it's a violation of the
Freedom of Information Act not to reveal the names of these 

We feel that Hazel O'Leary should follow the law, 
release the data, the medical records. Let us find the families 
and let them decide whether they want to talk to us or not.

What do you hear from the families when you contact them with 
your information and tell them what was done to their family 
members in the name of national security?

The families that we did find were very grateful for learning 
about this heinous part of their family history. And in fact, 
three of the five families cooperated in our investigation, giving 
us permission to seek their families' medical records.

ALLEN: Miss O'Leary, you are coming out and set up a toll- 
free number, disclosing some information, saying that you want 
more. I'm wondering; what is the response elsewhere in the 
government to what you're doing now? And does the President 
support you?

I think that the excuses the scientists and doctors have been 
giving are pretty lame. X mean, one, the first excuse is that 
everybody was doing J. t . Well, that's exactly what the Nazi doctors 
said when they were on trial, and we still found them liable.

Another excuse was they said it wasn't harmful. And yet there 
were clear writings at the time, in thm 1940s, saying that this 
sort of radioactive material was harmful. ’ I^mnsure the doctors 
wouldn't have injected it into their pregnant wives, for example.
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SECRETARY O’LEARY:

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Yes, na'an.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: But Mrs. Whit...

MRS. WHITFIELD:

But understand,

MRS. WHITFIELD: T ‘ Z Z_
really not surprised, about the'hotline number.

We did not know that ny father was a victim. 

I'm understanding that.

\

Fair enough.

Yes, the President does support me. And the President, first 
of all, directed that each Cabinet agency begin a declassification 
effort almost the moment he was sworn in. So that's — he's clear 
on the record there.

SECRETARY O'LEARY-: I'm understanding that. But understand, 
too, that I can't own what happened before I came into the job.

But I'm saying I really am disappointed, but 

Because, to me, 

42

Now, I'm not suggesting that ten thousand people have called 
because they believe that they have been subject of these human 
experiments. The two days prior, what we understood was about a 
third of the calls we were receiving were coming from people who 
believed they had been subject of human experimentation. The rest 
of the people are calling to express their anger, their dismay and 
their befuddlement, and to also ask that this government, under 
this administration, focus on ensuring . that the checks and the 
balances are inherent and in place in this government, so that 
these kinds of experiments_cannot be conducted in the future.

MRS. WHITFIELD: Had the Albuquerque Tribune not notified me, 
even if my father had l>een living, did you know we would not have 
called that hotline?

I think I'm clear on the record with respect to moving to 
declassify, and also moving to make this information that the press 
now wants available. I'm afraid it can't happen overnight, simply 
because I don't have all the documents in my hand at the moment.

But let me talk to you about the kind of public reaction.

First of all, I understand and we all understand the anguish, 
the heartache and the anger felt by Mr. Allen's daughter. The 
nation shares that heartache and that anger and-that shock. The 
reason I'm so certain is this toll line, which has now been 
operating for three days, attempting to identify others who have 
been subject of experimentation, we have received over ten thousand 
calls just on yesterday, which we could not process. I mean that's 
how many people have called in.

MRS. WHITFIELD: But Secretary O'Leary, I'd just like to talk 
about that 800 number.
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SECRETARY O'LEARY:

And

current loads of documentation.

Well, when I called...MRS. WHITFIELD:

And I believe that any — just if you

Okay. I’» sorry.MRS. WHITFIELD: Sorry.

Natalie, may I say something?WELSOME:

Go ahead.ALLEN: Yes.

Nov, what's going on here?

43

WELSOME:
for openness.

positive. J 
extremely positive.-

SECRETARY O'LEARY:
please.

And then going-on to the question of compensation and hearings 
and the nation mourning, I think that what we should do is hold 
congressional hearings so that people like Elmerine Whitfield and 
other victims damaged by 50 years of these experiments can tell 
their story to the American public.

it's just going to create a mass hysteria, among the general 
population, especially those vho live in areas near those plutonium 
storage sites, or persons vho feel, you know, that maybe their 
family vas exposed because they were in one of those hospitals that 
have been named.

But you under...

MRS. WHITFIELD: It would be so. easy .to identify some of the 
people, the 695 that I am sure that are in the record. At least 
get those people and their survivors informed, and then perhaps 
work with the rest of them.

And I can understand your point of view with respect to the 
hotline. But I would tell you that professional people are on the 
phone to handle these calls.

First of all, I'd like to applaud Secretary O'Leary 
However, going back to our^Freedom of Information 

_ Act request, during the last year, when some of the most intense 
legal wrangling has occurred, we have gotten small amounts of 
information. After this story broke, suddenly five boxes of 
documents appeared in the DOE's legal counsel offices.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: And I believe that anyone who is upset or 
has a concern needs to make a contact, and that contact can be 

And importantly, thorough follow-up can be

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Mrs. Whitfield, I understand that, 
that is the work that we are about doing. Understand, please, that 
we are attempting to get into our hands as quickly as possible 
current loads of documentation. - ■'------- -
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ALLEN:

I have to take a break right now.

* * *

I'll begin with Lori Andrews, in the short time we

44

We'll return in

X

ALLEN:
just a moment.

ALLEN:
have left.

Something possibly is being done now, but why only now is all 
of this coming out? We'll talk more about that in a moment.

And so, I would consider something like even holding the 
individual physicians liable, in this case, to send a clear message 
about how we want consent and experimentation conducted today.

There's also an issue about using people for experimentation 
who are in some sort of coercive situation. Part of the 
experiments you're talking about were done on prisoners, and 
there's a real question about whether prisoners can actually give 
consent. There are such pressures by the institution. Some of the 
experiments were done on very poor pregnant women who were getting

All right.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: And I believe this is what needs to
happen. And the press has been very useful in providing the 
impetus for this to take place.

ALLEN: All right. Miss O'Leary.

WELSOME: Secretary...

How do we know that medical ethics have changed enough over 
the years to guarantee that nothing like- these tests are going on 
right now?

ALLEN: And yesterday, Miss O'Leary, you_mentioned on CNN of 
wanting Congress to get involved in this. Do you think they will? 
When do you think victims may see any help?

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Indeed, I know that the Congress will be 
involved. I have talked, just in the past 22 hours, to several 
members of Congress, some of whom are now in process of drafting 
legislation and others of whom plan to be involved in scheduling 
hearings. .

ANDREWS: I don't think they've changed enough. And I think 
that we should not just look to compensating-the victims here, but 
wending a clear message that informed consent is necessary for 
human experimentation. I know of studies as recently as the late 
1980s where genetic testing was done on pregnant women without 
their consent. That's been published in the literature.
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charity care.

ALLEN:

And I want

MRS. WHITFIELD:

where .-they were
trackin? him.

ALLEN: All right.

45

Maybe they felt they had to consent to the 
experimentation in order to receive prenataTneare.

ALLEN: Hazel O'Leary has mentioned compensation, 
to ask Elmerine if that gives you any comfort.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Yeah.
be released.

And I think those pressures are still involved today, and we 
have to be very closely scrutinizing the type of subjects, the 
mentally retarded subjects, the prisoners, the pregnant women, who 
are used in experimentation even yet today.

Thanks to all of you for joining us today to talk about this 
subject. 

ALLEN:
from you.

WELSOME: I feel that this is just the tip of the iceberg. I 
have hundreds of stories that I've come across or leads that appear 
almost like smoke. And I don't think — I think that we're going 
to see more and more every single day.

And going back to this issue of compensationjr T know that the 
current compensation act for the downwinders and other radiation 
victims is filled with red tape and that the amounts range from 
$50,000 to $100,000. And frankly, in some of the cases I've heard, 
$50,000 couldn't compensate a day of the misery of some of the 
people — of the lives of some of these people that I've uncovered.

Eileen Welsome, are there more stories that you're
uncovering? Is this just the tip of the iceberg?

the cases in which the Department of Energy's predecessor agencies 
had any hand. That I commit personally.

Well, the word compensation at this time 
bothers me, because my father cannot be compensated for 44 years of 
having plutonium in his system. However, the Department of Energy 
could respect my family enough to release all of the records 
describing my father's amputated limb., whatever they found in it, 
whatever they did to it, and the follow-up studies from, I know, 
1973 through 'S3-,;—which__I have evidence of,

I would really like to know...

Miss O'Leary, we have time for just one final remark

And that is, that information will 
And we will respect you and your father and the 

.. families and the individuals who were involved in any and all of



( -Z)^ r. uz

SAN-FRANG$G91

r wwr« unwftdDgiy t««tad with «•

**lHeGi»TOdtoL»nwly

[SetRADIATION, A'19\ 1942. Thaft ahnoat twice m

____ . ___ r much ftronthim u • UC*B«rkabyP-A/

qimdxac fiun of atonric annihfla-

“gave me an ache *n ®y
f,—w_* But dataili have already ba-

bare atatbticB a wry tanpan free

so

OECTTwaJ

How fear spawned 
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<un to emerge, giving O'Laary,»

tests
pexticularty the £B2SB?i5S2 or phrtomum.

patieuta they were * Among them was an unidenti-
the I fled 4-yea^oid boy with bone can-

tKubUd ear who wm injected with ptatoni-
Innaeif, ndutron binlogut Dr. ltTn fKjrt emitted 24 timea a» much

ecUntiat later estimated could loll a 

penoa He died three months aftif 

hia final injection.
It’s unclear whether the injec­

tions theDselvw harmed patients.
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nartkipate in some sort of health 
^erimant hke this, they need to 
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O'Leary gave scant details why 
,he tMstioned the radiation exper­
iments during a Dec. 7 preas eon- 
far®*. She prombed thjttan** 
year ahe would rebase details on 
th7 axperimenta that, ahs eaid.

UC doctors and 

others readied for 

nuclear cataclysm, 

wanted to be able 

to treat victims

*•" soma of whom ifwd far dscadse.

OH -**rv_ has ssid. Tuesday.
S mgedcSgrtee to compsMata
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injecting unwitting fallow atlsens
with radioactive eubetanoea.

The ghoulish-sounding details
have bean exposed by a flood of
once-secret documents — some
stored st UC-Bericeley’e Bancroft
Lfarary — from Worid War II and
the eariy days of the Cold War.

Ona of tha apparent goals was to
lean how to guard against radia­
tion illness should the United
States suffer an atomic attack. But
the project’s moral ambiguitiee — j

porter with bone cancer was inject­
ed with plutonium. Tissue samples 
from his leg. which had been am­
putated, were secretly anaiyxed to 
find how long plutonium lodged in 
the body. Despite the injection, he 

heed until 1991.
► Nineteen retarded boys were 

fed radioactive cereal in Maaeachu- 
setts as late as 1956 without their 
parents’ knowledge.
► Eleven patients at the Uni­

versity of Rochester's Strong Me­
morial Hospital ware seoetly in­
jected with plutonium.

‘The hospital was never coo- 
sulted about ft - (the doctors) just 
want and did ft,” said Strong 
^xthesman Robert Loeb. “We’re 
not defending this. We regret that 
ft happened.”

< „r9 46 r

radiation as the average pereon re- 
cciveeinaHfstime.

chenwald touch, an allusion m{mruriM radioactive

strontium on 12 occascoa in 1941

tient injections «tlgSF»
At hast 600 people naacmwWe

tw ’ — —- - - - - - - - - - -  _ _

1M0 memo, that critics mirfttW

to

By Kaay Duvidecn
ctAMiws ctcs wwrm

Tha project's aim was to protect 
ths many by endangering the frw. 

But the fall extent of America’s 
radiation experiments on its own 
dtisens is only now beginning to 
became clear, including its roots in 
the Manhattan Project — tha 
World War n crash prognun to 
invent the atonric bomb — 
postwar dread of the h—Hh effects 
of a nuclear

“ A half-century ago,- amid

tionfrom the sides, doctors at UC- 
San Francisco and elsewhere se-

injecting unwitting feQow dtizens

The ghoulish-sounding details
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The experiments have defend- ■ aueument of the

■^Th. re.earch .houldnt be

The experimenter, “werenot

UC officials say.
“If what is Mid happened hap­

pened. it wouldn’t happen today, 
•aid Urrivaraity of CaHfonria Prem­
ont Jack Pritason, who «tee««a 
he had no firathand knowtedfe <rf 
the experiments. ‘Today, there are 
very elaborate refuktiona that 
controi how an individual can en­
gage in research on human sub-

tf inhaled, Roeain Mid.
‘ Inthsl94(XheMid,M»nti.te 
feared the health effects of atomic 
bomb attack, on the United State.

potential atomic menace.
‘ To learn to treat radiation aick- 
nw, the US. government experi­
mented on dtixans, Rown Mid. 

"You obviouriy don’t tell a pa- 
timt. We’re going to do an experi­
ment on you, and if. Mcret, ha 
•aid. "(Failure to inform a patient) 
is crao, and ft’a not what we would

ren, chief MtenttatRohMt Oppen- .

^<7

laboretorie* where even animal re- 
tAAw-h is increaringly lubjectto ac­
ademic regulation.

George Raine of Tht ExamiMr 

itaff, Examintr newt urDict» ana 
tht AlbuqutnjiM Tribuni contnb- 

utrA to thu rtport

~ Loeb cited aa hi. reference a ,
book publfehad Mveral yean ago
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Pre.., 'The Dragon’. Tail,’' by i

tioned the radiation experiment.
but gave few details

“There was a tot of animal ex-

S?Sd<slS«e«>ta*
^‘41 wa» decided-in smaller than mort actoh human.

Loe Alamos — to-make •XPJ”-
nymt. involving human beinga.*

W„. U«1 . tom* J®6*1 “

Three decane. v-——- The experimenter.
erter patients were told about the fiend.orogrea.’saMi

judged too hardly be«uM expert- | J^’^here in today', 

manta probably ttidn^ hurt anyone, -------*—>
and the eecrecy-even the failure 
to inform patient, they were being 
injected — is undaretandable in the
context of wartime and th. Cold

jecta."
Loeb My. the decision to con­

duct the experimente was made in. 
"the early 1940s by leaden of the 

Loe AUmna, NM-bawd Manhat­
tan Project to develop the atomic 

bomb.
Loeb traced the decUion to

^SaftoetoTDr.etaHoriWu.
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have atwned that they or membert 
of their famiiiea were harmed by ra-

Tueaday.

In an interview on
“We ought to go forward ano explain

grjonik hSTdone by hundred, of um conducted

Albuquerque Tribune laat month 
documented cue* tn which dozena of 
plople, including priaonera, mental 
pliienta and pregnant women, were 
imected with radiation-nch plutoni- 
uft- The artidei aparked renewed in­

tima, according to official.. To han­
dle the flood of reapon»«, the depart-

FthTjCem^Penw-

'/Xthe testa and a team of reaearchen to 

dommenu to aeter-

Radiation continued on page ] 1A___

from the late 1940a into the 1970a.

Aneriea of articlei publiahed in the

From Newa Serricta

Washington. DX. 
The U

• M I

----- ---  - Network. O’Leary .aid, 
••we ougnt to io--------------— -r—> ’o

appropriate compensation.''

Her comment, marked the fint time the federal govern­
ment haa indicated it is willing to acknowledge habdity

reives aa victims, the official uid, 
while the others called to voice disap­
proval of the experiments. “People 
are . outraged," the official said. 
“They should be outraged."

Energy Department researchers field­
ing the calls will research all cases of 
those who identify themselves as vic-

ment increased the number of opera­
ton handling calls. The. number it 1 
8W-493-2998.

Asked yesterday if the disclosures 
leave the government vulnerable to 
lawsuits. O’Leary said, “My view is 
that we must proceed with disclosing 
these facts and information regard- 
lets of the fact of whether it opens the 
door for a lawsuit against the govern- 
Otgnt. Many have limited., and J

Pay victims 
of radiation, 
says O’Leary 
U.S. acknowledges 
liability for first time

fhe' U^govSment should

radiation testing conducted as part of ”• Col£ 
nuclear program. Energy Secre^k H^LQJ^

...u.e some of the tests retulted in 
scientific advances, O’Leary said, the 
circumstances under which some 
toik place were unacceptable. ’’1 am 
availed by what was done,” she 
said. “Clearly, standards were used 
that should never have been ap- 
pfcved."______
Piliminary estimates suggest that 
tMLnumber of radiation victims does 
np exceed 800, O’Leary said.

Oleary said her appeal was prompt- 
e£by the government’s long resis- 
l<ict to providing compensation to 
thousands of people in the South-, 

west, known as ‘’downwinders," who

v^ule some

tefrest in the extent to which federal 
scientists used humans as guinea 
pigs, Often without their knowledge, 

■rfre Atomic Fnerev Commission, a 
forerunner oT' the JptTgX. Dtflac- 
rrtent, oversaw most of the expert-

O'Leary is leading the administra­
tion's probe of the reports. She has 
appointed a nongovernment panel of 
ethics experts to determine what ethi­
cal violations were committed during 
the tests and a team of researchers to 
s-idy classified documenta to deter­
ge the extent of the experiments. 
The panel is expected to release ns 
flidinss in six monthc.

DATE: DEC 29. 1993

dieactive fallout from open-air test- 
ing of atomic bombs in the 1950s md 
early 1960s.

Government compensation for test 
victims across the country could total 
hundreds of millions of dollars, and 
could end in costly lawsuits brought 
by several cilixen groups.

The Energy Department late last 
week established a toll-free phone 
line for individuals who believe they 
have been subjects in a test involving 
radiation. Since Friday, the depart­
ment has received about IOC calls per 
day, a department official said.

A third of the callers identifiedjhem-
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Couru htve frequently turned eway

Uilh.

production worken, who were no 
leu exposed,'1 uid Paul DeMarco, a

iairie group* of individuals 
?y the U.S. nuclear program.

I

wiu in luch caees, arguing that the 
government could not be sued for 
discretionary acte performed in good

At the same time, however, a deci- 
lion to compensate for radiation ex­
periment! could place strict limits on 
the amount! the victims could re­
ceive.

tend to agree personally, that those 
people who were wronged need to be 
compensated."

Congressional aides said that hear-, 
ings on the radiation tests will be* 
held soon after Congress reconvenes 
next year.

In only one major case has the feder­
al government approved compensa­
tion for large group* of individuals 
affected by the U.S. nuclear program.

Cincinnati attorney who has handled 
Kveral class-action suits against the 
government on behalf of nuclear 
worker*.

"If we're going to engage in a debate 
over what to do with [unwitting vic­
tims of) dangerous radiation, we 
should include in their numbers 
those who were exposed on the front 
linei of the Cold War — the nuclear

“Thi* is not meant to excuse what 
was done," said one scientist, who 
aaked not to be identified. "But it 
m*y help explain th* wulc*f In 
which it took place."

One expert suggested that such a 
compensation decision could give 
momentum to hundreds of claims 
filed by worken at nuclear produc­

tion plants, many of whom allege 
that they were exposed to unsafe lev­
els of radiation.

If Congress approves, the payments 
would probably ease the legal barriers 
for many who hive sought repara­
tions from the government.

In 1988, Congress approved a com- 
penaition bill for people who lived or 
worked downwind from nuclear tests 
or worked in uranium mines and 
who developed certain kinds of can­
cer.

Federal researchers familiar with the 
radiation experiments pointed out in 
interviews yesterday that the Cold 
War included i race between the So­
viet Union and the United States for 
adentific idvance*. particularly in 
the field of the effects of radiation on 
humans.
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“I would not have taken the 
offer if I didn’t feel I would be- 
able to proceed in a scholarly 
and open fashion,” Faden said in- 
a telephone interview Tuesday 

“I'_would walk, away if there 
was any indication we were

■ I’ll walk away if there’s any political 
interference, says the expert tapped by the 
DOE-to .chair the committee.

■ will be made up of experts in 
-medicine, history and law and

By EILEEN WELS0ME

•will be independent from the- being hampered or interfered.
The department of Energy has DOE, thextroubled department wfth politically.” >

=i calls in two’ dip on Jr”huinan~ surviving family members arai
■ experimentation hot hne" setup subjects used In the expert
■ last weekT>y the-DOE. - - ' inents. That will'include issues

OTJeary said fhat about twt> such "as how to notify famllfe*,
H . thirds of the. callers wanted to medical follow-up. and posaibla
■ express their shock and honor - compensation. i
■I about-the ^experiments and the ■»*» examination of the re£

. -Mother third -believed that, they ulatory structure to ensure, such.
ies,” She said^-Ite department 'KU been .used in such tests.. projects .won’t happen ag^ 
assured methey are casting the 'Faden said the specific, re- are numerous regulxrixfeti ,
nel »a possible.” .... sponsibilities_of the task force • raplace today governing expifrtl
. EnergyrSraetary HtoeL-DT^ wfll be serby O’Leary, but the meets with-human beingsxndalE 

the-.. areas _the_conirmttee wifirfocus- federally funded studies mM«: 
“MacNefl-Iihrer.Kews-Houri’- -Dn-wflUnchidei . —------
that the DOEThas received 600 ■-'-Whatshould be done -for

— -•".•a—j-.-

The Albuquerque Tribune
A SenocaHowara Nswsoaper

Circulation . 41,000

Ffcden predicted that the exs. 
airdnarion of the Cold-War_ex4- 
periments would be .. a -“huge" 
♦ —— —TTT-. * — —

’ subjects participated in the sfiit-

set up a task force to examine whose predecessor - agencies 
hundreds-of radiation experi- funded many of the experiments. 

------ Faden heads the law; etides
’ and. health, program at. the task.”

task force, said the committee Hbpltins Unreersity in'Baltimore.
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explain to -thesUnited-States ■

. pensation. .Act . allows three for-the poor. Dolan smi- 
. ...gtoups Of people who canprove . yuu re setauK Biiovocg.
"Tthey were damaged by radiation wards to placate these peoplaT ’ ’

------------------- ------- ---- JriCQs 
and other lawadhamprooect die 
federal govemmeamudte eon-

. ■ The Department of Energy's 
“human experimentation num- 
-ber* is 1-S00-493-2998. It is - 
open from 630 a.m. to 230 
pm. MST' Monday through

boards. ■ —• - ■■■:-
r Many of the experiments took

American pubhcdetsroine what - 
FOuMU appropnattrconipensa- 
don,” she saixl^-ihau vw' A' -

In. the courtracmpihe^oad to 
compensation is ^fraught with

The AUmquerque Tribune
A Scripps Howaro Newwaoer 

41,000

E Ftom Al

laid. -------------
: In > aru -interviews with- CNN 
Tuesday, O’Leary-said' human 
beings-used inctheiradtaacttre
experiments “need to be-com-
Pensated?____.-rf.T.i

diseases to - collect anywhere

SERIES REPRINTS ■■
■ The.Tribune has reprinted 
the threeday series The.Plu­
tonium Experiment’ 'Please 
send your name, address and. 

-$1 per reprint package to The 
-Tribune, P.O. Drawer T. Albu- , 

querque. N.M., 871CX3- 
t •

-o.-rytSrirflfe'rB- allocated forthe claixns-—.--- ,,
j 

iWhat you’re seeing is a loVbf

tractors from lawnit^say-AIhu- 
querque lawyerxTwho-'have-han- 
dled radiationicasea.2:

The track recordxif the Radia­
tion Exposure Compensation 
Act;- Which went into eftetrin 
1992, also suggests that getting 
compensation fat the victims of

. they were present at the Nevada ’ 
Test Site during above ground 
testing. They are eligible foh 

.«75/X)0.
Residents, or “downwindera,” 

-who lived near the NevadaiTest -. 
Site for anywhere from dne-to; 
two years when above-ground ; 

-testing was-conducted are ellgl£ 
ble for 650,000.

And former uranium mtnera- 
can receive 6100,000. 

Albuquerque lawyer- Dikr 
Dolan, who helps prepare those- 
claims for radiation victims, said 
the victims must meefsttingenB 
medical requirementstandipoe*- 
sess hard-to-find documents 

' verifying their presence lii-tht- 
< area when the testing was Hope/ 
7 What’s more, the Clinton ad<- 

‘ ■”* . ministration several months ago? 
human experiments won’t be ’ recommended that rniilioni^f 

.‘•isitj ________________ ___ ___________
_The Radiation ExposurejCom-. b^transfeired to legal s^&s-

Energy Commission's legal divi­
sion had instructed its contrac­
tors that no radioactive mate­
rials were to be given. tn_hum»n 
beings unless there was-some 
expectation of therapeutic bene­
fit, records show.
- Faden.said the task force will 
be composed of weight to 12 
Experts from radiation medicine 
&nd biology, epidemiology, law­
ethics and history. -
- It .will probably be-six months
before findings are-released, she 
Said. . -.-i ■

h&said of statements by O'Leary,
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In Our Opinion

lion of legality.
Thai work may take years, al least 

partially because these dedicated mad> 
)

)
I
i

Cereal irradiated by war criminals
a yo
r Tbc Cold War is not Io be sneered at

The great postwar panic is no ex
cuse. So the entire U.S government 
was paranoid over the Red Menace. So,

gek-likc vicliiiis’— retarded children, erntne'nt of 20 years before. Govern 
newborns (mostly black) and people ments and their hirelings don’t gel to 
deemed less than human because they use (he insanity defense 
were already medical patients. The ex- Ignorance won’t fly cither. You 
perlments were near the same high or­
der ol the bad doctor’s, too. nearly as
silly as killing 600 people to find out
whal happens io Jews when you give
them typhus (they die).

The retarded kids were given radio
active breaktasl cereal so the mad sci­
entists could (rack their food. Babies
were injected with radioactive iron
Patients got plutonium injections.

There are no excuses These people s
own paper trail shows that they knew
lhey could be accused as Nazis, that
they knew they might be in violation
of the I'M? Nuremberg Code, which se­
verely limited human experiments
non In short, they knew what they
were doing was unethical and wtong.

All this is coming out because En­
ergy Secretary Hazel 0 Ixmry has di­

ll had nearly everything those noisier rccWd her agency to investigate the 
wars with better media coverage had work of its predecessor Atomic Energy 
— casualties, ruined resources, mas- Commission, asking details of studies,
sivc amounts of wasted money, distor- location of participants and investiga­
tion of national goals lion of legality.

And war criminals That work may take years, at least
Riehl here In the U S A., too (God partially because these dedicated mad 

only knows what the other guys did) scientists haven’t exactly followed up 
Despite the horrors we learned from on their experiments. It will take a 

Hiroshima aud Nagasaki of the effects while merely to learn the extent of the 
of radiation, patriotic Americans well madness, let alone its effects 
into the tUSiis (al leusi) were conduct — - -- ------------ >-•- --
mg experiments to make Dr. Josef

Mengelc proud ,
The guinea pigs were the usual Men- we might recall, was the German gov-

ments and their hirelings don’t gel to

Ignorance won’t fly cither. You

might not know exactly what the ef­
fect of injecting plutonium into a hu­
man being might be. but it doesn t 
lake a genius to predict it won t be

K The people who ordered and took 

part In these experiments are crimi­
nals acting under color of govern­
ment. They are war criminals, denied 
the plea that lhey were only following 
orders. A scientist willing to Inject ba 
bies with poison deserves no belter 
than what Adolf Eichmann got. even if 
he or she waves the American flag 
with great conviction

Once the evidence is assembled, 
there Is only one thing to do 

Hunt the bastards down and try 
them for crimes against humanity.



Compensation for unwitting

subjects could help others

acts peifonned m good faith? Courts
have frequently said no. But Energy At the 441116 tinie- ^ever, a 
Secretary Hazel Q'l proposal' decision to compensate for radiation

far subjects at radiation experiments

for many, including nuclear produc-
pensatioo for large groups of individ­
uals affected by the U£. nuclear

cer-

on the amounts awarded.
In only one major case has the 

federal government approved com-

another test
• In a dozen 

secret tests con-

debate over what to do with (unwit- periments from 
ting victims of) dangerous radiation, 1946 to 1956 
we should include in their numbers without their par-

production plants.
“If we’re going to engage in a

SXATTLl TIMES NEWS SE»V1CK5

WASHINGTON — Can the gov­
ernment be sued far discretionary

decision also could give momentum 
to hundreds of claims that have been

1947 Naremberg Code violated?

Recent reports on radiation test­
ing have dted various experiments: 

• The Boston Globe disclosed on 
Sunday that 19 developmentally dis­
abled teenage boys at the Fernaid 
School in Wal-

filed by workers at U.S. nuclear tham, Mass., -------------
were given radio­
active food in ex-

tentially harmful levels of radiation. 
The department runs the U£. nude- ______________________________
ar-weapoas industry and was respan- . bombs” went off and developed

tain cancers were awarded benefits 
of no more than $75,000.

• Those who worked in uranium 
mines for the U3. nuclear program 
and developed certain cancers could 
receive a maximum of $100,000.

Did Baah, Reagan ttcnewaH?

The latest revelations of radiation 
testing bolstered longstanding calls 
for an investigation by Rep. Edward 
Markey, D-Mass. In 1986, when he 
was chairman of the House energy 
conservation and power subcommit­
tee, his staff found that humans had 
been used in nuclear tests.

After his committee report was 
released, officials of the Reagan and 
Bush administrations were reluctant 

to cooperate in 
making 
amends, he said 
yesterday. "It 
was part of the 
stonewalling 
that character­
ized the Cold 
War," he said. 

Under Ener­
gy Department 
direction. 32 
million pages of 
documents 
about the ex­
periments arfe 
now being deX 
classified. 

O'Leary has 
appointed a

tfaa workers, who have sought repa­
rations from the U.S. government

Spealdng oc CNN yesterday, 
OTLory said the government should 
"explain to the Congress what has 
happened and let the Congress of the

\hat Congress approve compensabon | e^penments could place strict limits 
far subjects of radiation experiments j ~ *k '*J

would likely ease the legal barriers

program. In 1988, Congress ap­
proved a compensation bill for three 
groups of people, representing about 
a thousand individuals, affected by 
the nuclear-weapons program:

• Those who could prove that 
they were downwind from open-air 
nuclear tests in Nevada and devel­

oped certain cancers received maxi­
mum benefits of $50,000.

• Soldiers and other defense 
workers who were on duty at Nevada 
and the Pacific Island test sites when

including prison­
ers, mental pa- 

“Tbese people have not received bents and preg- 
the compensation due," be argued, nant women, 
"What is worse? Someone complete- were injected

ly unaware that they're being sub- with plutonium in 
jeered to radiation? Or someone

United States and the American pub­
lic detemine what would be appro­
priate compensation."

O’Leary's comments marked the 
first time a US. energy secretary 
initiated the government's effort to 
compensate people exposed to po-

hnes of the Cold War - the nuclear •Lut month, 
production workers, who were no Tm Albuquerque 
Jess exposed," said Paul DeMarco, a Tribune reported 
Cincinnati attorney who has handled 18 patients,
class-action suits against the govern­
ment on behalf of nuclear workers.

who’s brought in to a nuclear facility, 
given a radiation badge, given regular 
urinalyses and led to feel safe when 
he’s not?”

Strict limits possible

able far many of the tests.
O'Leary said that as many as 800 

people were subjected to the experi- 
menu and exposed to potentially 
harmful amounts of radiation, some 
apparently without their consent

She said some of those affected by 
the tests are suing the government 
but others involved in earlier tests 
cannot aue because the statute of 
limitations has expired.

One expert suggested such a

ducted in New
Mexico, Tennes­
see and Utah be­
tween 1948 and
1952, radiation was deliberately re­
leased into the atmosphere, accord­
ing to a recently released General 
Amounting Office report. The tests 
were part of an attempt to see how far 
and faat radioactive particles spread.

• Other documented radiation ex­
periments were conducted on pris­
oners in Oregon and Washington 
state and on African Americans at 
Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.

One issue is whether the tests - 
most of them overseen by the Atomic 
Energy Commission, a forerunner of 
the Department of Energy - violat­
ed ihe 1947 Nuremberg Code. It was 

established after the Nazi war-crimes 
trials as the universal standard for 

human experiments.
The code requires full, informed 

and voluntary consent for all tests on 
humans. Also, test subjects must be 
protected from “even remote po&si- 
biiitiCT of injury, disability or death.”

__________________________________ without their par­
tbase who were exposed on the front cnts’ knowledge, 
fines of the Cold War - the nuclear
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EmV Secretary Haiti O'Leary
is "appalled by what was done. ”

»? -
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t

Compiled from Los An^tla Times, The 
Washington Past and Boston Globe

HoMm: A Department of Energy 
hotline set tip to hear concerns about 
the tests can be reached at 1-800- 
493-2998. It is open Monday through 
Friday. 5:30 a.nt tn 130 p.m. PST.

nongovernment 
panel of ethics 
experts to de­
termine what 
ethical viola­

tions were committed and research­
ers to study classified documenta to 
determine the extent of the tests. 
The panel is expected to release its 
findings in sa months.

"I am appalled by what waa done, ” 
O'Leary said. “Clearly, standards 
were used that should never have 
been approved."

ii --

• - .;
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pie concerned that th«lr «la-

P~P,e ^.ald.

what

tf”-

apparently were involved in the 
u leAtCFS eX’

^31

around the country designated 
“radlolaotope unlU." where re-

aa radioactive “tracer*" to 
check for metabolism of potas-
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alum and sodium.
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rrtairded he .aid. noting th. 

Fernaid also housed orphans 

and problem teens.
Meanwhile. Dr. David S. 

Egilman, who has investigated 
Atomic Energy Commission 
human experiments and re­
leased a letter to the media li­
kening such tests to those at a 
Nasi concentration camp, said 
It docs not refer to the tests at 
the Fernaid School, but to 
others, particularly those per­
formed on veterans in the Cin­

cinnati area.
The letter, written by Dr. Jo- 

•eph Hamilton of Livermore 
National Laboratory In l®50. 
Mid tests in the IMOs and 1930s 
on veterans to see how much 
radiation they could withstand

In a nuclear onslaught had "a 
little of the Buchenwald touch. 

But Egllman. a Braintree 
doctor, said the Fernaid case 
“doesn't seem to fit that pat­
tern." because the tests were 
medical in nature and not de­
signed to measure toxicity to­

lerance.
Still. Egilman said the Fer­

naid experiments would have 
been wrong if the patients or 
their parents had not been told. 

Dr. Belton Burrows, chief of 
nuclear medicine at the: De­
partment of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center In Jamaica 
Plain, also refuted suggestions 
that radioactive isotopes ad­
ministered to veterans in a 
Framingham veterans hospital 
in the 1930s posed undue health 

^Burrows said the Framing­

ham facility was one of 1*

Cereal given to Fernaid patients 
Typical chest X-ray....................
Radioactive iodine for thyroid....
Barium enema.................... -
(Source: Massachusetts General Hospital Radio­
logy Dept, MIT report)

rive; may have participated in 

the Fernaid test*.

“We want to Identify ail the

wh-i the‘ir“Matus'U." be said 

“There is a good chance that 
X h.v« w« TS.i0 

took at their causes of death. 
It’s going to be a big Job.

Ryan said about M 
apparently were involved in the 
rSr based on letters ex­
changed between MIT and the 
Fernaid School. Some of thepa- 
tients may not even have been

HAZEL O'LEARY 
Says fads shodd cvnpensate 

Levels of radiation
Millirems

.12
....8
110
400

searchers used radioactive Io­
dine to treat veterans with 
thyroid conditions and for use 

_ “tracers” to

Dec 29 ’93



r. lu

probe in radiation
The issue of human radi.i-

ndal
.1 I

CIS UUlHIfc •• - < Esiauwonv* — ----
sored tests in the 1940s. 1950s: (1.800-493-2996) (or people who 

ioaoc h«vn information on such

ergy.J 
D'Lear

not informed tnni mu— 
was used in the tests, which

Conercss ... and the American

pcnsaUon plan, said yester- 
will rill for hearings to

\ c

—

By JOB BATTtNFILD. 
NICK TATE, and 

MICHAEL LASALANDRA

WASHINGTON — 
Two Bay State con­
gressmen yesterday 
called for a full investi­
gation of U.S. govern- 
ment-aponsored radia­
tion experiments — 
including at least three 
studies done in Massa­
chusetts on retarded

Although consent form* sent 
to the teens1 parents did not ex­
plicitly mention that the exper­
iments involved radioactivity, 
he believes school officials and 
other researchers discussed It 
with parents.

...j_____ Maietskos. now 72, said the
determine the rate of kidney teIt participants were exposed 
damage. to levels of radiation well

The report showed .'ll radia- within federal limits — then 
lion tests involving nearly 700 now _ in an effort to deter-

tion of calcium and iron.

Gerald Ryan, spokesman 
for the state Department of 
Mental Retardation, said yes­
terday his office has received 
dozens of phone calls from peo-

tion tests erupted into a grow­
ing scandal this week as new 
reports claimed researchers, 
including scientists at Harvard 
University and MIT. injected or 

i fed dose* of radiation to some­
times unwitting subjects. 

Markey said he believes O'Leary’s agency is r-no* 
••thousands11 of people were ex- conducting a review of all ra- 
posed to harmful radiation lev-j Nation experiments and has 
els during govemment-spon-, established a toll-free number 
sored tests in the 1940s. 1950s- (1.800-493-2996) (or people who 
and 1960s. ' may have Information on such

•There will be an intensive tests.
investigation of this." said Mar- • Meanwhile, a former Mass­
key. a member of the House achU3Cus Institute of Technolo- 
subcommlttee on energy con- gy rcaearcher yesterday de- 
servatlon and power. "It is fcndcd human medical tests 
clear... many Americans were conducted by MIT and Harvard 
being used as human guinea ln thc 1940s and 1950s on men- 
pigs." tally retarded boys who were

A report released by Mar- fC(j cereal laced with radio.ic- 
key in 1986 showed MassachJ- tivc iron and calcium nt a 
setts General Hospital and the waitham school. .

Constantine Malctskos, who 
helped coordinate the tests at 
the Fernaid State School be­
tween 1946 and 1956. said radin- 

! tion used in studies of several 
---------------- was not high

•children, the elderly and 
terminally ill patients.

The demand for a fed­
eral probe came as£n^

Secretary Hazel— 
_______ X said the gov- 
ernment should com­
pensate people who 
were subjected to harm­
ful experiments without 
their consent. 

"We ought to go for-

Turn to Page 16

ward 
and explain to the Congress 
what has happened and let the 
Congress ... and the American 
public determine what would 
be appropriate compcnsatio.i. 
O'Learv said in an interview cn 
Cable News Network.

U.S. Rep. Edward Markey 
(D-Maldcn), who asked 
O’Leary lust week to endorse a 
compcnaaUon plan, said yeater- 
day he will call for hearings to 
determine the extent of the ex­
perimentation.

II (D-Brighton)

putment of Veterans Affair* to 
conduct a parallel investigation 
of radiation experiments on 
veteran* from the 1940s to the 

I 1970s.

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology were among insti­
tutions which conducted gov­
ernment-funded tests.

At MIT In the early 1960s. 20

with higher-than-pcrmissible ”ls^ disputed Boston
doses of radium and thorium to Globc reports that parents of 
determine how they pass (cen9 rtgcd :5 to 17i wcrc 
through the body, the report lnformed that radiation
said. . u.as uscd in the tests, which
from\VeT^S — P-1* fUndCd thC

ter of New England in Boston. QUa)(Cr oats Co. and the Ato- 
and it's unclear whether they mic Encrg-y Commission, 
were aware of the possible
danger of the experiments. The 
youngest subjects would now
be well over 90 years old. 

At Massachusetts General.
12 terminal brain tumor pa­
tients -• most described as co-
malosi' or semi-comatose 
were injected with uranium to

sea

were performed in the 
country during the early years 

of the nuclear age.
But Markey ssid the Rea­

gan administration never re­
sponded to the report and 

"stonewalled" its release.

1 echoed Mar- 
key7c7lir «d urged the De-

Dec 29 ’95___ 5;ic

Reps demand
THII
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Pay for radiation victims

i

government," she said. “And
have suggested, and I tend to agree per-'

— fo, ^^worid yXeX . . c0‘I

con-

4
4

o
£

x

lD

South. Sev- 
al Johnio

O'.

O'Leary did not indicate how many 
people might be compensated or 
what the compensation might be.

Earlier this month, O'Leary said 
that as many as 800 people may have 
been subjected to human experi­
ments involving radiation, many of 
them in the 1940a and '50s. Some of 
the experiments were believed to be 
within medical guidelines and with 
consent, but others clearly were not, 
ofbcials have said.

I
i

Hazel 
O'Leary says 
as many as 000 
Americans may 
have been sub­
jected to tests 
"vobing radi­
ation.

W tary Hazel OTZ^ed ' 1960 ««'’i-
• » the government Tuesday to veraity Hospital of Arkansas In Little 

compensate Americans who were ex- Rock. Doctors gave 751 pregnant : 
posed to radiation during human tvomen cocktails made with radioac- 
medical experiments the government tive ir°o Part of a nutrition study at

WarIL

OTeary promised to collect as 
many government documents as pos­
sible on such experiments and “Jet the
C - ■ 2_______ __
American public determine what Government,' but others Involved 
would be appropriate ” in earlier tests cannot sue because

In an interview with CNN, ttle statute of limitations has expired.
• u “My view is that we must proceed 

with disclosing these bets and informa-
tioo regardless of the fact of whether it 
opens the door for a Lawsuit against the

urged
pn ^SLtookp,a<*‘nuie  ̂

P|\ hSiU’to Tenn

WyS~^
» > the govermnent Tuesday ta veraity Hospital of Arkans

aonally that those people who were 
bunged need to be compenw

The New York Times reported 
Tuesday that Dr. Shields Warren of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, the 
government official who directed 
some of the early radiation tests, was 
urged to use chimpanzees to avoid

A hotline asking survivors to con­
tact the Energy Department has been 
swampeowinrhlmdreds of calls The 
hotline number is (800) 493-2998 and 
u open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

tween 1945 and 1947, and a follow-up 
study showed that three of their chil­
dren died of cancer. 

__________________ O’Leary told CNN that some of 1 
Congress of the United States and the 4’osc affcc,e<, bX ,Le tesU suin8

would be appropriate compensation." k1 earl*<r ,t3tJ cannot sue because 
In an interview with cnn the statute of limitations has expired.
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AkPayments Urged for

■ Government: Energy .*

■Son willing .o acknowledge liability.

Sy MELISSA HEALYSy MELISSA HEA. 
JriMtS FT ATT WBtTtX

UtM of ridUUon totting conducted rtnsent forms and logs of me uon^ai wuui y york
u part of its Cold XoST^hSFi-

^n. Energy. Secretary EUtel 
O'Leary aaid Tuttday aa dTSclo-

marked tbe

from iwe^ 1946 and 1956. at least 49 faitK
funded tests conauo-eu. ___ teen-aaers were *.At the same time, however, a

tamnSms 

fane

Sytomtul ^«nu 01

™'S2n,,y'“h“l,h* X5^S.S!5S«
u'^o-es,. «*•*«>£ ‘xe 5d?ss
hM TOW«1 “““f Her ^^Mked^riiaday It O»« vartwu witling viclira* of) dangerou* radl-

•'“'SX.-iuoiAnoN,** awowrc ta« th. .^.re tath^

fact of
ICr *■ laWTSLUL O- ------- -------------- --------------- - . -
raent- Many have auggested, and I against the government on behalf

'K

Ne^^S^e^ht ^^v^UhiylOO .poUntiaBy harmful doses of radia-

to go forward and explain to the ^ifaaday. -
Congress what has happened and , jn recent months, reports on
Wingrcea TTw«»d < J,—!_____ _ riUwt «men-

LOS ANGELES TIMES

date: DEC-29-93

let the Congress of the Unl^

State* i__ —
.determine what would be appro-

Radiation Test Victims
Secretary O’Leary’s call is first

Times, which quoted from Hamil­
ton’s memo in its Tuesday editions. 
Hamilton warned that commission 
officials “would be subject to con­
siderable criticism” for conducting 
experiments that exposed people to

jrhich- huroans were 
radiation.

vulnerable lu lawsuits. O’Leary nuraben thoae who were 
said; "My view Is that we must on the front lines of the Cold

independent vulnerable to

GTi=S kii- ......

• ThA F^ergy Denartmeol. late last 
week eaiablUhed a toll-free phone, 
fane. (800) 493-2998. for individu- 
ys to call if they believe they have 

_ __ "l 
radiation." Since Friday, the De-

harm done by hundreds of go'*^ 

ment-’

emment compensati^fortert vk-

hundreds of millions of dollars, but 
could end costly lawsuits brought 

by several citixen groups.
O'Leary said that up

In the latest indication that sci­
entists even at the dawn^jf the 
Atomic Age had reservations about 
the human experiments, a report 
Tuesday said that a top radiation 
biologist warned in 1950 that the 
research had ”a tittle of the Bu­
chenwald touch.” a reference to a 
Nazi concentration camp where 
medical experiments were carried 

out on Inmates. ■
Dr. Joseph Hamilton, who 

worked for the US. Atomic Energy 
Commission, made the analogy to 
Buchenwald in a memo outlining

 to 800
p^ple ^ subjected to the «- 

_ tn DOLCE*

U^Q. l^e VoL Gov-- menially retarded teen-Mers we« At same time, however a
JoSensauon fvi USt vU- (ed radioactive food in a atudyof. -decision to compensate for radia-

l^^SXuntry could total Qie human digestive process. The experiments could place strict
mtom the co try - ----- --- funded partly by Quaker Oats amounts the vietijna

Co. and the U.S. Atomic Energy could receive.
Commission, used radioactive - Ctae expert suggested such a 
&rns of iron and calcium to deter- ; decision also could give momentum
Ene »f « heavy diet of cereals ';to hundreds of claims that have
Mowed digestion of those minerals,  beCn filed by workersxat U.S. 
the newspaper said.' The experi- nuclear production plants, miny of 

conducted by re- whom allege they have been dx-

first time the federal government radioactive iodine.
a^^^.4^4 h ^ilincr to ac- . ** — o—« -----'The Boston Globe has reported government could not be sued for

JL that in one experiment be- discretionary acts performed in

. O’Leary's promise to unmask the 
expenmenu has set off a flurry of 
Pews reports detailing human ex-

(art of whether it opens the door Cincinnati attorney who has han- 
for a lawsuit the govern- died .several class-action suits

l^Toagreeperaonatiy. that those of nuclear workers, 
people who were wronged need to
be compensated."

rUasesa*---------
(Wmtment and an.
I- T _ . MAW
Kc^Tn^'es^tions of dozens

and the American public jnents that include conducting nu-

Lid injecting patients, including many who have sought reparations 
t» .__ nhit/imum TT £ oAVMTHneDL CoUTLfl

have frequently turned away suits
* * . «  

■fureF&ounted about extensive ex- 
periments involving humans as -----------— 
oKen-unwitting subjects. . . been subjects in a test

tn an interview on Cable News —Fndav. the De-

radiation testing have died experi- tian for subjects cf radiation exper- 
  ----------- ■ iments. the payments would prob-

tUar uats over populated areas ably ease the legal barriers for
and injecting patients, including many who have sought reparations 
jwwtoorn babies, with plutonium from the UB. government- Courts 

have frequently turned away suits 
in such cases, argiing that the
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those who work^U* Vr •urinium
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cociperaittian for large gnxxps of 
individuals affected by the U.S. 
nuclear program.

"These people have not received 
the cocupensation due." DeMarco 
Mid. "What la worse? Someone 
completely unaware that they’re 
being aibjected to radiation? Or 
someone who’s brought into a nu­
clear facility, given a radiation 

badge, given regular urinalyses 
and led to feel safe when he’s notl"

In only cue major case has tha 
federal government approved

n 1988, CougreM approved a 
 compensation blU for three 

groups of j-eople affected by the 
nuclear weapon program.- Those 
who could prove that they were 
downwind-from open-air nuclear 
tecta in:Nevada and developed 
certain idnda of cancers received 
maximum benefits of $50,000; sol­
diers and ether defense workers 
who were cn duty in Nevada and, 
the Pacific Island lest sites when 
bombs went off and developed 
certain cancers wereawarded ben­

—efiti of no more tHarvfffi.OOO, and 
those who worktfU-in-urinium 
mire* for the US. rrtielear program 
and develcped certain cancers 
could receive a .maximum-of 

•.• $100,000 in benefits.
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food. much could be harmful.
Thia proposal wm also rejected and

Dl/orjn ULUDL

State expects further
1940s-50s revelations

MIT to investigate ’ -;

MIT yesterday said it has bepug 
a search of its records for informal

By David Armstrong 
COWTKIBUTWC KtPOKTtK

The state Department of Mental 
Retardation, which is investigating 
human radiation experiments at the 
Fernaid State School, aaid yesterday 
it inspects other scientific testa were 
performed on its clients during the 

1940s and 1950b.
“I think there is a great Likeli­

hood other testa will come to fight,” 
DMR spokesman Gerald Ryan said 
yesterday. There is a general sense 
a lot of this went on years ago."

A special task force to be ap­
pointed this week will investigate nu­
trition studies at Femald from 1946 
tn 195C that involved scores of men­
tally retarded children drinking
ioactive milk and eating radioactive

Also yesterday, an advocacy 
group noted that two proposals for 
human testing, including one to test 
the effects of the sweetener Nutns- 
woet, were rejected at Fernaid after 
tKe”adoption of new regulations in 

1971 and 1975.
Rysn aaid that if evidance of part 

tests at Fernaid or other state

effect of different dosages of Dilan­
tin. said Joan Hanlon of the Femald 
League, an organization of family 

members and advocates.

Hanlon said the researchers 
wanted to record the reaction of re­
tarded eliente at the school to vary­
ing dosages of the drug, which ts 
used to control seizures.

The proposal was rejected by the 
league and by a newly established 
ethics committee at the school she 
said. Retarded clients at the Wal­
tham school were never tested.

A Boston hospital submitted a 
second proposal approximately 10 
yean ago to test the effects of Nu- 
Lmsweet on retarded clicote at the 

school Hanlon said.
Hanlon said the hospital pro­

posed to disprove the notion that too 
much Nutrsswect could be harmful

never tested at the school.
Ryan, the DMR spokesman, said 

the current Fernald superintendent, 
Peter O’Meara, had no recollection 
of the two proposals cited by Hanlon 
but added that he has been on the 

job for only about eight years. 
------ ---  Advocates and DMR officials 
schools surfuces in coming weeks, &ther occurre(] al rel..
the task forte probably would ex- because of the
pand its investigation. school’s proximity to major Boston

There is a sense there was a lot hc iull „d universities and the 
of these tests dt different locations connectione of the former
or at Femald.” hc said. “Quite frank- superintendent, Dr. Malcom
ly, these were segregated, closed in- FtJTcU
stitutlons. They were the perfect lab- other ]arge stBte schools for

EXPERIMENTS. Page 10 menUny retarded in operation

oratory for these things.
“You could do a lot of tests. They

were closed, heavily monitored facili­

ties."
Ryan cautioned that the DMR

had not confirmed the existence of
other tests at Femald or elsewhere.
But he said the department wm con- _
cemed abouttee possibility of other of a so-called Fernald

ment at state schools during the

1940s and '60s.
In the early 1970s, nr* reguls-

tions at Fernsld snd across the state
severely limited the.possibility of ex­
periments involving retarded people

in stale care.
The condition of the schools also

began to improve during tliis time
with the intervention of a federal
judge and the advent of human
rights committees acroes the state.

The first of the two proposals re­
jected by Fernald. made soon after

The other large state schools for
— a t • _ _

during the 1940s ^d 1950s included 
the Wrentham State School, the Bel- 
chertown State School, the Monson 
Developmental Center in Palmer 
and the Dever State School in Taun-
un. Officials said they could not esti­
mate the total number of clients at 
.n the schools. 

The Globe on Sunday reported

experiments because of the environ- Club ate mj_xed with
* - A * a . — A. A I* W re t O

radiosetive milk and consumed iron 
supplements that gave them there- 
diation equivalent of at least 50 chest 

X-rays.
The goal of the experiment, con­

ducted by Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and Harvard University 
researchers, was to track the materi­
als through the digestive system. .

In o brief statement issued bj 
tlie school's news office, MIT said £ 
is “also seeking to learn what mothj 
ods were used to obtain from th$ 
subjects or their families their cote 
sent to take part in the etudy." ! 

A letter sent at the time to thf 
parents and guardians of teen-age rf 
in the study made no mention-of ra­
diation, saying only that study par­
ticipants would receive "a special 
diet rich in” iron and vitamins. 1 

Femald records identify dozer$ 
of boys who may have participated ii 
the experiment Each year, the pari,- 
ticipants in the study were rewarded 
with a Christmas dinner party
MIT.

Ryan, the DMR spokesman, yes­
terday said he did not expect the 
number of clients identified as tak­
ing part in the radiation study te 
grow. He said some of those Identi­
fied in Femald records may have 
been used as study controls ini 

therefore did not i-eceive radritioi 

doses.

Doses now considered unwise I 
At least one of the Femald ra 

searchers has defended the atudjl 
saying every effort was made to lim3 
radiation exposure. The radioactive 
compounds were used because they 
produce the best picture of what is 
happening in the digestive system. I 

At the time of the experiment, to 
MIT biochemist said there was "ab­

solutely no ground for caution re­
garding the quantities of radioactive 
substances’ in the experiment. • 

But some of the doses of radi­

ation administered to the teen-age 
Femald clients are considered un­
wise today. -

Ryan said the task force investi­
gating the experiment should be 
named this week.

He said members would Include 
physicians from Femald and private 
hospitals, advocates for the mentally 
retarded. DMR staff, a representa­
tive from the Department of Public 
Health, nurses, and a representative 
of the Governor's Commission on 

Mental Retardation.
The DMR is also sending letters 

to current and former Femald rest- 
dents informing them of the experi­

ment
Ryan said DMR officials did not 

know about the. Femald expertmeats 
until contacted by a Globe reporter.
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Study Deceived U. of C. Patient!
i

By Jim Ritler

woman

The patient* were an»o«< 18 aub>cU of a ed j* and oofwenU ■
derid etudy-of how the body eitreie* In 1943, thowanda o( Manhattan Proiect 

lA make nuelaar workers were handline nloloniura while

me an ache In my tut and my heart'
weren’t loid what the etudy waaj»hout,

I

• be detrimental to her health, _^j>d the
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Three Got Plutonium Injections in ’45
Uhlveraity of Chicago HoepiUla •pokes- chin, a S6-year old woman with breast can-

swr ww

In 1945, researchers al a Univenily of 
Chicago bmpital injected three" terminal 
patienta With Bute doaea of radioactive 

consent, according to published reports.^ 

federal7 atudy

IT)

>£>

!‘ Although the research —
knowledge for at least 17 year*, the Albu-

eke on the etudy in November, j 

UniVXIBdVy VI VIUU^V IIVO^IKW w^vraww . .......  . ■’ a la I '.I V- •
--------- . Susan Phillipa said ethical Stand- car and a young adult male with Hodgkins 

w.~. _ ards for medical research have changed disease,
plutonium—without their knowledge or since 1945. Today, the. hospitals do no am<Mlnt a nerson ;
H •> ’ ' • — -—*- . research on patients without therr know!- from 57 to 844 times the amount a person ,

a. i ,» pwrs.alrl nsirmftllw rrrrivc in a lifetime, the *

:t Tribune reported.

were a 68-year-old man with Ckiocer of the any additional plutonium.) The patienta

weren’t told what the study waaj^ut, 
although their doctors knew, said AjWn,'e 
epokesman Dave Haurac. I-Jif .

The Atomic Energy Commission’iaw us 
emlicil instruction* not to breathe LM.ihrdesplicil instrucliona^t to breath. tJta.^rd 
•plutonium’ outside our offices,jakmmc 
said. “Today we would refuse. iepl 
research unless patients were informed. •

The Atomic Energy Commission Isler 
changed its mind and asked doctor, to jell 
the four surviving patients of th. plutonium

-CS. *nth...a*-.

And earlier this month. Ilk EnergV De- ed to know how fast the body retains or 1970s, researchers at Argonne National
nartmeot officials said documenta yet to be ekcretea plutonium. Animal studies weren’t Laborotory did a follow up study on three
fe^e^ed'could shed new tlrht on previously sufficient, according to a 1976 fact sheet of the four ’u^'7nC 'T1 .on..tAe
revealed studies in.which hundreds of hu- from the Energy Research and Develop- remains of several died
man sobiecta were expoaed to plutonium. ment Administration. Researchers took blood, unne and f cal !

Energy^ntary H^dO’Leary han said Researchers Injected patients at four has- samples from the living subjects to deter- , 
thatwKn she kerned of tbertudiea. she pitala around the country. According to the mine bow much plutonium remained in 
•me -appalled and shocked and it jurt gave AJbuqusnjue Tribune, the U. of C. patienta their bodies. Reaesrchers did not inject 
_____ 5X71_____ __ _ .i — •• . AA.vMr.nM men with Mincer of the mv additional plutonium.) The patients

injections. Three patients were so informed.
■ The doctor of the fourth patient dedingd to 
’ tell because he “felt the knowlaji|f Would
• be detriment*I to her health,**;the
i. enerry research ad ministralkni (a^ aheet 
' Al) patienta have since diadijJ ’̂Leary

:Mld' has been" jHiblic

querque'Tribune published' a serie. oParti- jy j 
_l.^ rka ataMt* art

ws&preST^

They received radiation doses ranging

would normally receive io a lifetime, the ■ 

?to

hospital injected three terminal 
With huge dose* of radioactive
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PigsNuclear Guine J

3 city facilities used humanso

in ’50s radiation experimentsco

The earlier reported experiment was 
done by NYU in 1955. Three healthy 
people had highly radioactive patches —

I

ed 10 terminally ill cancer patients with 
17 to 114 microcuries of Strontium-85

to
cn

IT) 
o

CL

form," Hall said.
But Dr. Alexander Capron, a medical

paper blotters soaked with Thorium X 
(also known as Radium-2241 — placed 
on their- forearms for two days.

“There is no indication that any of the 
subjects received medical benefits from 
the experiment," according to the con­
gressional document, and no follow-up 
was done to see if the NYU trio suffered 
long-term effects.

Dan Parks, spokesman for New York 
University Medical Center, said yester­
day that his staff was searching for clues 
to the events of 40 years ago, but hadn't 
been able to find files or people who 
could recall what might have happened.

In a joint experiment in the late 
1950s, Columbia and Montefiore inject-

calcium rould keep strontium — a key ethicist at the University of Southern 
component of atomic fallout — from be- •
ing absorbed into the bones.

£
o

California, said that is not the issue.
"We might today know that X is safe, 

but we didn't, at the time, in the '50s, 
know that," Capron said. "And that's - 
what matters — what was known at the 
time.”

Given that the cancer patients 
couldn't have benefitted medically from 
the experiment, Capron said, did they 
fully understand that they risked uncer­
tain radioactive effects for the sake of 
general scientific knowledge?

"Informed consent isn’t just a piece of 
paper," Capron said. "It’s a process. 
And we’ll never know whether the pro­
cess they used in those New York experi­
ments in the 1950s would meet current 
ethical standards."

ing their files for further details; he says 
files from the 1950s indicate the univer­
sity and hospital took great pains in 
those days to review all research plans 
carefully, and gain informed consent 
from the patients who participated in 
experiments. "I would find it very hard 

'   to believe that anyone was administered
and*Ca)6u'm-45, and examined them Tn radioactive material without a consent 

autopsies after their cancer deaths. Ap­
parently, the goal was to see whether

Dr. Daniel Lazio handled the Monte­
fiore side of the experiment. Lazio died 
three years ago, and hospital officials 
were unable to find further information 
yesterday.

At Columbia-Presbyterian, where Dr. 
Eric Hall heads the radiation review, 
safety and radioisotope programs, there 
was some memory of the experiment.

"I heard about it, vaguely," said Hall, 
who came to Columbia from Oxford 
University in 1968. Hall's staff is scour­

By Laurie Garrett
SI All WHITHH JV

Researchers al three city facilities 
used humans as subjects in radiation 
experiments sponsored by the Atomic 
Energy Commission in the 1950s, ac- ' 
cording to congressional documents.

In a test done by Montefiore Hospital 
in the Bronx and Columbia University, 
10 terminally ill cancer patients were 
injected with radioactive isotopes to 
gauge the effects of atomic fallout, ac­
cording to documents obtained by a sub­
committee of the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and published in 
a subcommittee report in 1986 that re­
counted many instances of radioactive 
tests. Al New York University, three 
healthy individuals had radioactive ma­
teria) placed on their skin, the panel— 
found.

The radiation tests were among about 
800 that Energy Secretary Hazel 
OlLearv has said were conducted on hu­
mans in the 1940s and '50s in secret 
federally sponsored research. O'Leary 
said yesterday that she would support 
federal compensation for people who 
were exposed to radiation

In the New York City tests, the doses 
used were small, and the cancer patients 
probably gave informed consent, a Co­
lumbia official said. But critics charge 
that true informed consent couldn't 
have been possible in the 1950s, as no 
one then knew the risks of various radio­
active substances and their doses.
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Official asksI
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In * tetter to O'Leary week-

ptftment “do iU utmoet to identify

i

Energy chief 
vows to bar 
experiments

Tound that humans had been used as 
guinea pgs in nuclear experiments.

I

■

■*

not be easy" to determine which sub­
jects were capable of giving consent.

whether and how much to compen­
sate individuals exposed to radiation 
during such experiments. She said 
between 600 and 800 people might 
have been invoked in the federally 
supported radiation testing.

But she said she would recom­
mend eompeoBation amounts anrilar 

to those paid to Japanese-Americans

Fi

interned during World War II, and 
to groups of people, known aa the 
-down-winders," who were affected 

 by nuclear testing in several West-

Earlier in the day, she told CNN 

she believes the Clinton administra­
tion should tell the public everything 

ation testing bolstered longstanding It teams about the experiments, “re­
calls for an investigation by Rep. Ed- Jleas of whether it opens the
ward Markey, Democrat of Malden. door for a lawsuit against the guv- 
In 1986, when he was chairman of .(---------1
the energy eonseraation and power the American public" ahould deter-

damages for 
test victims

pleased that the “shroud of secrecy" 
hjtf finally been'liftod from such ex­
periment. After his committee re­
port was released, be said, officials of 
the Reagan and Bush administra­
tions were reluctant to cooperate in

H

HAZEL O’LEARY
Says office overwhelmed by calls

searchers from Harvard University | gut eeveral weeks.

Technology gave radioactive milk rejeMe'ra variety of documents relat- 
and iron supplements to retarded radiation tests

; teen-agers at a state school in the 1940s igTOB_

-We are just beginning to see the 
magnitude of this problem," Markey 
added. “Everyone is stunned by the 
enormity of this."

The Globe and The New York 
 . Times reported yesterday that a

nuclear tests over populated areas in 1950 ^^0 to the commission li­

te Injecting patients with radioactive humans to experimentation in Nazi 
concentration camps, indicating offi­
cials were aware of ethical concerns 
about such tests.

The energy secretary said it

information about radiation testing. stonewaning that characterized the 

She said the office was “in no way 
prepared" for the more than 600

I calls that have jammed the lines
since then.

She previously appointed a apeaal during w&r
panel of doctors, lawyers and aides
in the department to investigate the 
radiation experimenta on humans.

Tlie latest revelations of radi­

cals for an investigation by Rep. Ed-

In 1986, when he was chairman of

subcommittee of the Energy and 
O'LEARY. Page 10

gardli

erament," and that Congress 'and 

mine the appropriate compensation. 
■There is a group that did gfye^ 

* » — A zv/ Vi_

era who fell outside that realm," she 

'i told the Globe, adding that “it will 
issssgss 

: about the nature of the experiments.
In a letter to O'Leary last week, 

: Markey asked that the Energy De- 
; partmeat “do its utmost to identify 
i and inform all individuals" used in 

such research, “provide sufficient 
i medical followup" to determine the 
1 effects of the testa, and “explore the 

posability" of compensation. Markey 
i no longer is chairman of the energy 

conservation rubcommittee.
The Energy Department number 

for tboee concerned about radiation 
experiments is 1-800-493-2998.

ByJohnW.Mashek
and Pamela Constable 

CJJBE.STAFf__________

WASHINGTON - Energy Sec­
retary Hazel O'Leary raid yesterday 

that victims of past government-sup­
ported radiation testing should be fi­
nancially compensated, and that she 
would work to make sure the prac­
tice “never happens again."

In a telephone interview,
OLeary said her office has been
flooded by calls since it set up a spe­
cial 800 number last week to gather making amends. 'It was part of the 

... - • . i » _ - - -S A L.

Cold War," he said.
He said that when he asked in 

1906 for documents on radiation ex- 
 periments, he was given reports on

I She said two-thirds of the callers 31 tests conducted at Massachusetts 
1 were complaining about the practice, General Hospital or by M IT. using a
t and one-third were worried they total of 695 persons. He said the
might have been subjected to aueh committee had to struggle with offi- 
testa rials to obtain the information, and

In the latest case, the Boston q* recommendations were “not giv- 
Sunday Globe reported that re- en proper attention."

and the Massachusetts Institute of ‘oq^ys off^g has said it wants to ,

and iron supplements to retarded

, 1940a and 1950b, in the course of
iconducting federally supported ex-

1 pertinents.
| In recent months, the Energy
, Department has confirmed reports .
of radiation testing, from conducting

order to gauge what wotdti happen, kgned proposed radiation testing on 
I , _. -j-- —
iodine and plutonium.

O'Leary said she expected Con­
gress to hold a series of hearings on
the issue, which cook! open the gw-  ,
ermuent to lawwiita, when it returns would be difficult to determine
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1960s.

more successful than Watkins? She 
has made an unprecedented move by 
establishing a telephone hot line— 
(800) 493-2998—for persons who be­
lieve they were subjects in secret 
nuclear expenments conducted by 
the U.S. government on American 
citizens from the 1940s through the

“Culture of secrecy” may not be a 
phrase coined by Bush Administra­
tion Secretary of Energy James Wat­
kins. but Watkins gave it new cur­
rency when he declared his 
determination to change this culture 
as it affected the part of government 
he was responsible for. Cultures, 
however, have great staying power, 
and he made little headway.

Thus, in Apnl. 1990, Washington’s 
Gov. Booth Gardner wrote Watkins 
warning that unaddressed safety 
problems at the Hanford nuclear 
reservation were proving "deadly to 
the credibility of the Ppnarimpni nf. 
Energy.” Gardner credited Watkins 
with good intentions but insisted that 
“your call for a cultural change 
emphasizing safety and candid be­
havior in the Department of Energy 
has not reached all levels of the 
agency at Hanford.” That was putting 
it diplomatically.

Will Clinton Administration Secre­
tary of Energy O'T.earv prove

I ■' * 
• . *

News of these experiments, whis­
pered of in the past but made effec­
tively public by the Albuquerque 
Tribune, has deeply shocked the 
nation. Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center has sug­
gested that they may constitute pros­
ecutable crimes against humanity as 
defined by the Nuremberg War 
Crimes Tribunal.

The Times has already urged 
O’Leary to seek full disclosure of all 
such actions at the earliest possible 
date, and we are gratified that, going 
beyond disclosure, she has urged 
compensation for victims.

The broader change, however, is

The Staying Power of Secrecy4/t
one that goes beyond the conduct of 
the Department of Energy toward the 
victims of sickening past experimen­
tation. The mantra “national securi­
ty” has been spoken to justify much 
in American life that had little to do 
with national security, much that 
entailed and continues to entail dire 
cost to individual Americans.

The candor and dispatch that 
O’Leary brings to bear on post-Cold 
War nuclear cleanup will be. in the 
end. the larger test for her assault on 
the culture of secrecy: Hanford, yes. 
and Savannah River and a list of sites 
about which, to this hour, the Ameri­
can people have been told far too 
little. A consensus has formed quickly 
around the need for full disclosure of 
the scandalous nuclear medical ex­
penments. Consensus will form more 
slowly around the need for compara­
ble candor elsewhere. But O’Leary 
has shown that she can do it. If she 
can do it again and again, the Cold 
War may finally be over.
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kinds of radioactive substances, along with what raent feels the names of the t 
they weren’t told about the nature of the expert- deleted to protect their privacy.

But the real issue is what government and themeats suggest dubious ethics on the part of the But the real issue is what government and the 
testers Of course, fully informing subjects about the medical community will do in the pursuit of knowl- 
risks of experiments was less common decades ago edge at the risk of innocent people. We now know 
than today, no matter what the experiment even the smaUest amount of radiation can be harm-

Nevertheless, to irradiate the testicles of prison- ful. What else exists that we don t know much about 
ers in Oregon and Washington prisons or give radia- yet, but are willing to try out on humans? What 
tion-dosed milk to mentally retarded boys at a guarantees exist that the subjects wtU be told of all 
—nn the weak the risks? Decades of nuclear experimentation on 

mine whether the subjects were harmed. Worse was ^questions.

-• • •

school in Massachusetts was to prey on the weak the risks? Decades of nuclear experimentation „ 
and the captive. Nor were follow-ups done to deter- humans is no comfort in trying to answer these

It Happened Here
Energy Secretary Haael R. O’Leary, prodded by injecting seven newborns with radioactive iodine in 

recent articles in the Albiujuerque tribunt report- a Tennessee hospital or giving radioactive iron to 
ing that America's nuclear laboratories and medical 800 pregnant women at VanderbUt University, 
institutions had injected medical patients with radio- Tests were done on the terminally ill, too. 
active substances to see how they would react, has Government officials almost certainly knew^the 
vowed1 to review^nd release information on more ethical implications of what they were doing. In a 
than 800 experiments done since 1945. Sie says the 1950 memo, a senior official of the Atomic Energy 
effort meets "an obligation to put the public’s mind Commission warned that the experiments could 
at rest and expose things that need exposing." have ’'a little of the Buchenwald touch.” The Naas

The tests certainly need exposing, but the pub- did many experiments on live subjecu at the camp, 
He's mind is unlikely to be put at rest Instead, the often with fatal effects.
information that has been released so far is nothing Moreover, the experiments may have violated 
less than shocking and outrageous. Though less was the 1947 Nuremberg Code, established in light of 
known four decades ago about radiation, its dangers Nazi war crimes. The code requires full, informed 
were sufficiently understood to make the experi- and truly voluntary consent for all experiments, as 
meats reckless. weh as protecting human subjects from "even re-

Worried at the prospect of nuclear war, govern- mote possibilities of injury, disability or death.” So 
merit laboratories and medical institutions felt they the American experiments were well over the line 
needed to know how soldiers and civilians would when it comes to medical ethics, and it was known, 
react to exposure to radiation. And trace exposure Secretary O’Leary wants to release all relevant 
was then considered so inconsequential that even information. It’s about time. A congressional com­
shoe stores used X-ray devices to gauge customers’ mittee asked the Energy Department to do so as far 
shoe sizes. hack as 1986. But the material is widely scattered,

Still those selected for injection with various and win take time to collect. As well, the depart­
kinds of radioactive substances along with what ment feels the names of the individuals must be

NewsExpress

page^ofa€
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/BUDGET ADVISORY -- The Defense Budget Project 
makes availa 
[Clinton]

BC-USA-RADIATION-O'LEARY
U.S. PLANNING RESPONSE FOR RADIATION TEST SUBJECTS

WASHINGTON (Reuter) - Saying government should not aim to 
hurt people, Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary said Wednesday the 
Clinton administration is examining how to help victims of Cold 
War-era government radiation tests.

"One doesn't expect your government to harm people, and if 
there's been harm and you can show damage ... ethics require 
some ability to correct or repair," O'Leary said in an 
interview with Reuters.

Victims of government radiation tests deserve compensation, 
O'Leary said she believed.

But the Energy Secretary said she had not discussed the 
issue with President Clinton and stressed she was just giving 
her view.

"I think the administration needs now the luxury of at 
least two weeks to work out a position and I'm well aware of the 
fact that legislation likely will be introduced as soon as 
Congress is back in session," she said.

At least one congressman is working on a bill to compensate 
subjects of government tests conducted primarily in the 1940s 
and 1950s to determine medical effects of radiation on humans. 

Some of those tests used apparently unsuspecting or 
uninformed people, including some mentally retarded teen-agers. 
CBS-TV News reported Wednesday that some of the test subjects 
could have been retired soldiers.

CBS-TV News, after filing a Freedom of Information Act 
request, learned the Energy Department was currently funding 120 
human radiation experiments and providing facilites for 100 
other radiation experiments, including some that remain 
classified for other federal agencies.

The department is trying to gather information on the 
estimated 600 to 800 people used in radiation tests overseen by 
its predecessor, the Atomic Energy Commission.

The Justice Department has opposed compensating people 
exposed to harmful radiation levels, but O'Leary said Attorney 
General Janet Reno this week told her she was willing to work on 
the issue.

O'Leary also said she has discussed helping the victims with 
Budget Director Leon Panetta.

"We're all aware of the fact ... that there was no 
insurance policy against which the American public can draw," 
O'Leary said. "If the American public comes to the conclusion 
that there ought to be some recompense on the part of the 
federa-1 government for any wrongs committed and harm suffered" 
the public will pay for that, she said.
REUTER
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BC-USA-RADIATION-SCHOOL
RADIATION SUBJECT REMEMBERS BLOOD TESTS

BOSTON (Reuter) - A man used as a human guinea pig for 
secret radiation experiments at a school for the mentally- 
retarded says he was never told he was being subjected to atomic 
testing, according to a published report Wednesday.

The former patient, Louis Frankowski, 53, told the Boston 
Globe he remembers belonging to a "science club" at the Walter 
E. Fernaid State School, but said club members were never told 
they were participating in radiation experiments.

School records show Frankowski was one of at least 49 
mentally handicapped teen-agers at the school who were fed a 
variety of radioactive substances by researchers at Harvard 
University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology between
1946 and 1956.

The "Fernaid Science Club," the Globe said, "meant 
participation in a Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
Harvard University nutrition study involving radioactive milk
and iron supplements." 

"They didn't tell me about radioactivity," said
Frankowski, who now works in a factory near Boston. "If they
did, I would have remembered."

He told the newspaper he has no health problems traceable to 
radiation exposure, which some physicians knowledgeable about 
the tests have said was minimal.

Previous reports have indicated the researchers did not 
obtain consent forms from the patients or their guardians. 

On Sunday, the Globe reported the first accounts of the 
tests in which mentally retarded teen-agers were fed radioactive 
milk and cereal by Massachusetts researchers.

In what is becoming a major scandal over U.S. involvement in 
the experiments conducted during the 1940s and 1950s, Energy 
Secretary Hazel O'Leary vowed Tuesday to locate surviving 
subjects of the tests and said they may be due government 
compensation.

Frankowski said he recalled belonging to the so-called 
science club, but not getting a club badge or going to a special 
dinner for male patients December 22, 1952. The Globe says 
Fernaid records list his name as attending the meal at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Gerald Ryan, state Department of Mental Retardation 
spokesman, said there are lists of names and correspondence 
identifying Fernaid patients who belonged to the club. 

"That's our understanding at this point," Ryan said. 
"They- are the ones who participated in this specific 
experiment," which involved ingesting radiation-laced milk to 
trace mineral metabolism.

The Globe previously raised questions about the degree of 
informed consent Harvard and MIT researchers allowed Fernaid 
school inmates and their families who took part in medical tests 
involving radiated products in 1946-56.

The paper quotes another unidentified former Fernaid inmate, 
who worked in the school's blood laboratory, as saying, "They 
didn't tell you anything. You were a retard."

Frankowski, who had cerebral palsy and was committed to the 
school in 1950 by his father, said Dr Clemens Benda, Fernaid 
chief physician in the 1950s, directed school aides to use his
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"He (Benda) just wanted to see what type of blood you had, 
if you had negative or Type 0 or Type B," Frankowski said. 

"I didn't like doing it," he said. "They gave you candy 
every time they took blood out of you."

REUTER

/BUDGET ADVISORY — The Defense Budget Project 
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Urging
by Keith Schneider
N.Y. Times News Sen

radiation.
Those who received the letter

J-

ihort and Joog-term heakh effects" 
without their informed consent

Energy Systems, tbe company 
that now manages ORNL, Y-12 and

1

P«^«y v Sfiqfflwrv 
OTjcmv Tuesday cad 
government to compen: 
cans who were exposed 
from human medical e 
lion that the United 
ducted for decades after 
a

O'Leary said her 
behalf of people who w 
subjects in tbe medical 
prompted by the govern 
resistance Io providing 
lion to thousands of pc 
Southwest, kn

and to UJ. Reps. Marilyn Lloyd, 
D-3rd District, and John Dingell.

experiments on human beings in pcriments using human subjects at D-Mich.
the 1940s and ’50s. Energy Systems.” company — - -

Hnirt (/Leery

A's'.

t

••'Va

We<

New approach, old at
Says no change in attitudes since tests
by Paul Sloca materials in order io determine the took place, though many of its per
Oak Ridger staff Short and loog-term health effects" sonncl were employed by the
.............................................................. ....................... previous contractor, Union Carbide

A Manin Marietta Energy Energy Systems, the company Nuclear Division.
Systems employee claims that al- that now manages ORNL, Y-12 and Copies of the Mayton letter were 
litudes of managers al Ohk Ridge K-25 for the Deportment of Energy, sent to UJS. Sens. Jim Sasser, D- 
National Laboratory about worker today denied that any experiments Tcon.. and John Glenn. D-Ohio, 
safety and health have changed Ht- are taking place on human beings, 
tie since the facility was involved In "No. we are not conducting ex-

the 1940s and *50b. Energy Systems,” company The letter stated that the medkai
Along with a dooen others, J J>. spokeswoman Patricia Greeson said tuff at each of DOE’s three Oak

Mayton. an Oak Ridge Y-12 Plant today. She added that the company Ridge facilities are tracking
employee who has also worked at had no further comment on the let- workers purposely exposed to
ORNL and the Ode Ridge K-25 ter.
Site, last week sent a letter to Energy Systems was not the con- 

■f^awmakers staling that employees tractor that oversaw operations at 
-^possibly are being ’’Intentionally the Oak Ridge facilities during the

exposed to toxic and radioactive time when the early experiments See WORKER, Page 4
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eluding minoriiics and mentally pcrimcniauon work was directed 

retarded children in other states. IfOnj;
The concept ol infunned consent I m ju« us surpnsed andi ap- 

ln Uii' country is a relatively recent palled" by the experiments. Shuhs

phenomenunjrilVinn•**'•***"* •• ’ - __ •»

» Mayton. however, pointed to a I?first state requiring researchers to ^^^^riier this 

acquire such consent from people fej[ponse l0 vamadore’s
before involving them in ”P"'- illccaliOns. The DOE report stated 
mems. according io the Dee. ». . fln ..old Qjimrc” exists in ibi! 1

—• e <»

about die Other early experiments.

Maytorr in a telephone snicrvtcw of the employees who s gneo £»
I

now

45exposure.
To illustrate

However, an ORNL spokesman

mem 
of Charles

tcsuiico m fav!
of Labor whistleblower trial Tnbunc quotes Tnvclptccc as iuv

humans because he was u chemist 
and was not involved with work 
loing on in the Health Physics

muy actually have been good for 
Vumattore’s health.

'Tt'j comments like that which 
make you wonder.*1 Mayuin said of 
Shults, who came to ORNL in Hie 
early 1950s when human experi­
ments were Still being conducted.

In a telephone interview today, 
however, Shulls said he wus never

NO.684 P0.

ill mi

h-=H

h b l lh ilfME 

hllbhU’iihHUr? 
ihdib 
mt!hi hH-M «
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WORKER:
Continued from Pagel

have yet to respond, though Sasser 
has already requested that Energy
Secretary Hazel O’Leary conduct a
thorough investigation into the ex­
perimentation. especially those in-

^Z/T’S^rcccnt media made aware of experiments on

coverage has focused on several 
human experiments in the past

------------- ~ that an -old culture* * exists in 
1993. issue of the Chronicle of winc lcgmcm, of ORNL and in the 

Higher Education. Analytical Chemistry Division.
The claims Mayton and the jbe topic of the old management 

otlicrs make in the fcttcr raise ques- cuiiurc also appeared m Labor 
lions about whai kind of ex- Department Administrative Law 
perimentation on humans, if any. is Judge Theodor von Brand s judg- 
still taking place by tliosc who were mcni in favor of Varnadore earlier 

involved in the early experimenta- ^is year.
lion. Betty Frccls. an ORNL worker

Tlw first experiment ever involv- who nicj a DOL complaint claim­
ing the injection of plutonium into a ing shc was forced to work around 
human being took place in 1945 at hazardous and radioactive materials 
die U.S. Army Engineer District nfu-r rcquesimg that she not be 
Hospital in Oak Ridge with aid because of her health, said today 
from researchers at ORNL, accor- lhc j, concerned that shc was being 
ding to DOE's own declassified usctj r, seC what effects exposures 
documents. would have on her. •

-When you read these stories a DOL invcstigauon found no 
omcr early experiments, basis for Reels* claims. though

An article in the Albuquerque 
Tribune last month stated that os 
tote as I9S3. DOE was Still con­
cerned about the early experiments

people nanember ihinga. ng IOUXC. the ar-
^xJkcn openly tide quotes Alvin Tnvclpiccc. now 
*coXc2d in director of ORNL but at the ume 

director of DOE's Office of Energy 
Research, on the subject of inform­
ed consent involving human ex­

perimentation.
"The issue of informed consent, 

if raised, will be difficult to deal 
with in light of present DOE and

regarding human subjects.'

have been involved or knew about 
the experiments at ORNL arc still 
there. How many people have 40, 
almost 50 years there? , I *m sure 
people remember things."

Thus far. only one person, Karl 

Morgan, 86, has t. ' ‘
about experiments conducted tn 
past decades on humans that in­
volved ORNL researchers and ma­
terials. Morgan, for 30 years head 
of ORNL’s Health Physics Divi­
sion and now retired, helped devel­
op some early standards for worker 

exposure.
To illustrate Ms 1 

who testified in the 1992 Depart-

"Bud.” Vamadorc. Ing said.
___ .*••> U/n ChnltV f
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people 
df-serv-

appeared
ments would be eminently use- * journals or
M for generaung news atori^. “Xt^ST’ 'hC

But a government that routine- remaSe? r, ?S,mC”U 
^ad^lXs^thiS $ ^-

a handfui of reporters sealing
security” facilitated these ex-

it seems, tne Department ~ ~

another

rnents involving radiation and
highly poisonous plutonium. On reotitiouJ£Vern5ent that .SUr* 
Tuesday. DQE chief Ha,oi __?.5lou^ Performs medical 
OTgar^said pe§plf‘UK ™on unknowing sub-
thSr«yd»"■!

The view, expressed above are those of the Las
ex^sed on ff^paZ AH other optnions

54
(Significant Clips December 23. 1993)

x

rive from the consentof cit" 

sur-

Las Vegas Review-Journal, 12/29/93 (BB)
(Circulation: 140,494 daily; 208.789 Sunday)

peri ments deserve to be ____
pensated. O’Leary has said her 
department will “come clean”

Business in the shadows
■ Horrifying experiments show------

OFF of EXT Art-AIRE^DOE/NU TO

H= ==a:
While some results of these 

Nazi-like procedures appeared 
m vano® medical journals or

who perceive them as self-serv­

ing attempts to sell newspapers 
or attract viewers.

True, unfettered access to 

government meetings or docu­
ments would be eminently

concern to moreThan just theXdia^0 9°vernment of

TwithXTpubHc these"days teSti2g’
being just below used car sales- Dendpm?^ fnamed 30 inde- 

man or lawyer, media efforts to conduct
champion “open government” possibly d°renS and
often ebcit a yawn from people mentl-LiundJreds of govem-

—- ramifications such 
fiSdSn ^fl 1116 long*term

for dirt.
There is no more evidence of 

this thesis than the horrifying 
revelations that the U.S. gov­

ernment sanctioned radiation 
experiments on hundreds of 
Americans — manv of whom 
never gave their consent. Each 

seems, the Department 
__________

trickle of information about 
how scientists 25 to 50 years 
ago used pregnant women, ba-ties. reUrdS-^ag™"  ̂ ~’uX

Dc.C-2p-15po 12:01

tolerated such evil deeds.

We Americans like to think of 
pU^Tives 35 the freest people on 
isarth, immune to the fascism 

have

many of the world’s people this 
century. To some extent, that s 

.—^ut only so long as our

---------------- ■
powers do­

zens. A government that
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net widely” to locate people in-

.Oggg?

The act provides some $50,000 showed these anima in to be en­

gram on law. ethics and health, stemming from exporure to fall- tai farm.

51

(Significant Clips December 29. 1993)

Las Vegas Review-Journal, 12/29/93 (3A)
(Circulation: 140,494 daily; 208,789 Sunday)

Nevada office looks for records 
on human radiation experiments

Public Health Service, built and 
1 an experimental farm

will lead the task force. West out from nuclear detonations at
said. otwc. —

“The department is casting a of Las Vegas, 
tariff al vr** • • » i

re- volyed in the experiments, he human radiation

v. Environmental Protection Agen-
A hot line that wM established cy and its predecessor, the U.S.

nnergy apartment omciais in edge of the experiments to give operated 
Washington, D.C., have asked comments to the department had from 1964 until'19Sl to see how 
S ooe^o^^toL^X ^ ^340 “Us °n its voice fallout at the test siti pa^cX

Mondv-ftemam. West ly radioactive iodine, would affect

the test site, 65 miles northwest

West said he is unaware of any 
experiments 

conducted in Nevada.
He noted, however, that the

^iXssurr^Sgdii  ̂ ^aToTefferts* l^ngs

c j The act provides some $50,000 showed these animals to be eV-
rn?^hMFa£en’ ^rector of the to virtims w their survivor*, who tirely normal,” according to an 

on f™ »h"‘ “ «» crimen-

By Keith Rogers
Review-Journal

Department of Energy workers
in Las Vegas launched a docu-
ment sear* Tuesday for any i ------------------- ue
cords that could reveal clues said. “Some meetings wiU have to 
about the government’s Cold be closed to protect confidential- 
War-era human radiation experi- ity of individuals."
merits, an agency official said. /. 1—  ------- - „„

Spokesman Chris West said last week for people with knowl- 
Energy Department officials in edge of the experiments to ’

documents that might con to in said. The hot line number is 1- beef and dairy 
names or facts about experiments 800-493-2998 r * ~

<  
the 30-acre farm, which included
a reservoir, in the northeast cor-
__ - .1_______

“Tissues from sacrificed ani­
mals were analyzed for radionu-

to start looking,
"r.errv Secretary Hazel 

periments, will establish a task compensate victims. West said

“We’re getting people together pie primarily in Nevada and 
jstart looking,’’ West said. Utah who were exposed to fallout

from above-ground nuclear tests

cows.
More than 70 studies involving

croorganisms were conducted at
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Am assistarti projasor 
at Brown Unitxmty

'It was a hotter topic then 

than it is now, because it 

came right after the 

Nuremberg trials.'

NewsExpress

PAGE^-gjOF

Nazi experi­
ments being re­
vealed through 
the Nuremberg 
trials, scientists 
understood the 
notion of “in­
formed con­
sent" — to fully 
reveal the pur­
poses and meth­
ods of a study to 
prospective sub­
jects or to their 

parents or 
guardians if the subjects are unable to 
speak for themselves - said Tufts 
University professor Sheldon 
Krimsky and MIT molecular biolo­
gist Jonathan King, both of whom 
have been long concerned with bio­
medical ethics.

'The abuses raised in these radi­
ation experiments are particularly 
heinous because people knew that 
radiation was very, very harmful.” 
Krimsky said. “It’s important that we 
reveal these hidden crimes of sci­
ence. We have to try to understand 
what conditions had fostered such 
activities and such misuses of sci­
ence, and we have to see to it that 
nothing like this ever takes place 

again.”

ence to radiation in the tests.
“They were not being up-front by 

their own standards at that time. I 
would have to fault the consent 
form,” said Philip Reilly, who is 
chairman of a human-studies com­
mittee at the Shriver Center for 
Mental Retardation, next door to the 
Fernald School.

Other ethidsts said a common 
defense of human-radiation experi­
ments - that there were no federal 
standards on human experimentation 
until the 1970s - does not excuse 
what happened at Feniald.

Especially with the horrors of the

•0-
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Radiation testing 
at UCSF revealedcm

•_>

ixxmd* mx yvara after abe wm giv­
en • combination of pboephorue 82 
and •trantium 89.

Phoaphoru* 32 i» the radioac­
tive leotope of pboephorue, a com­
mon element found in plant, min­
eral and animal compounds. Stron­
tium 89 is a hifhly radioactive 
fission product found in atomic 
UUouL It behaves much like cal­
cium, lodging in the bone marrow, 
liver and spleen.

Both phoapborua 32 and ra­
dioactive strontium were used in 
some medical treatments during 
the '40b, according to news reports 
of the time.

late UC-Berkeley researcher Dr. 
Joseph Hamilton at the universi- , 
ty'e Bancroft Library. 1

Hamilton, according to dedas- 
siGed records, ir^ected radioactive ! 
materials into numerous human I 
beings. But the doctor reeponaible | 
for the strontium iivectiona is not 
listed on tbs medical chart.

Hamilton later estimated 10 
milhcuries of radioactive strontium 
would approach a lethal does. Reid 
received almost twice that amount.

Seven of the patients listed in 
the chart were suffering from can­
cer, and an eighth patient was suf­
fering from a blood disease called 
polycythemia vers, a condition in 
which the body » making too ma­
ny red blood cells. AH the patients 
were getting X-ray therapy in addi­
tion to the other subetancea

DEC 2 8 1993 —-

8 PATIENTS WERE INJECTED DURING 1940s
■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Documents indicate 
humans used as 

unwitting guinea pigs 
in dangerous 
strontium experiment

By Eileen Welsowia 
MBuoumous TWOLMS

A 13-year-old boy suffering 
from bone cancer was Injected in 
the 1940s with ahnoet twice the 
amount of radioactive strontium a 
UC-Berkeley scientist later eeti- 
mated could klD s person, formerly 
secret records show.

The boy was ooe of eight pa­
tients identified as having received 
rodioective strontium os nouxadio- 
active strontium between 1941 and

1944 at UC-San Franc^co, the re- i 
cords show. Some also received 
phosphorus 32, which is radioac- 

tlv®
The boy, identified in a medical 

chart as Wallace Reid, received 
| 18.9 miUicuries of radioactive I
I strontium between 1941 and 1942 

in 12 aeparate injectiom.
One of Raid's legs had been am­

putated above the knee joint before 
the strontium injections began. He 

J also was receiving X-ray therapy 
for cancer in his skull, according to 
the medical chart.

The boy died three months after 
| the final injection was adminis-

II tered. The cause of death was ei- 
haustion and intracranial pressure, 
states ths two-page chart, which la 
stamped "secret* several times.

The Albuquerque Tribune 
found the chart on Rdd and ths 
other seven patients m the fOea of 

(See STRONTIUM, A-14

u’>

Four of the patients were 
women of child-bearing aga. One 
34-year-old woman gave birth to a 
healthy baby weighing nearly 11 
pounds six years after she was giv­
en a combination of phosphorus 82
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> Bertha Martin, W- Martin
— wfleric* from brom* cancm. ******** _ t __ 1 .....

a radical maatectomy. Becaumjrf

wm Buffering from thigh capoar. 

» In eeven iqjectione be^>’

reived lOOcc of etrontium brt*U 
over the neat two niontlu. ^ 
though ehefek the hid

“poet-Ra" from breast cancer that 
roread to her bonoa and Inteetirw*, 

th. medical chart etatea.

> Velma Murray. 34- **®ny

in 1M2 -Murrey 
recejvod 2.9 millicuriee of ehon- 
tium 89in erven injectionsandnva

Jan. 15, 1943. The •iront*1“~'

But the “eecret” claaaifkation 
given to the medical chart of the 
eight patient* auggeat* the atran- 
tium injection* were experimental 
rather than therapeutic in nature. •

In addition, th* Atomic Eoer- I 

gy ComnriaakMi, the predecaaaor of i 
the Department of RperKY, more 
than a decade later eougnt out | 
more information on the eight pa­
tient* to eet permissible Hmita of 
rsdioactive isotope* in water : 
•upphe*.

Berkeley scientist John Oof- 
man, an expert in th* effect* of 
low-Irve) radiation, eaid ho 
"couldn't see why" strontium was 
edministared to cancer patients. In 
high scxxrgh dooes, tha radioactive 
material could shorten a person’* 
life epan, h* said in a recant inter­
view.

In addition to Reid, th* pa­
tients identified on th* chart are:

was suffering from a fo™ ®f bTO' 
phoma. Beginning in 1942, Murray 

^ejved 2.9

^^d^orph^P1"1^^

1946. She gave birth to • brehby 
child in 1948, and in 1953, wes 

feeling well
► Henrietta Wilbert, 59. Wil­

bert, who suffered from Po’W01*; 
mia vera, received 1 milhcune of 
.trewtium 89 in 1941 and numer­
ous doses of phosphoro* 32 be­
tween 1941-45. She died five years 
later of lymphoid leukemia.

► Lillian Anderson,, 34. An- 

oervcHi —-
with cancer in bar right 
received lOOcc of strontium lartst* 
over th* next two niontlu. ^ 
though she fek she hid defimt^y 
been helped by th. trortuMoUshs 
died i month after the last stron­

tium treatment.

► Charles Brunn, 2L Brunn 
wm Buffering from thigh cancer.

ning in |941. Ha are* atiD ahvo fa 

1953.
► Olaf Erickson, 54. Erickeon,

also suffering from cancer, was gre­
en 5.6 millicuriee :
five injections beginning In 1941. 
He died 16 months later.

► Edith Harbfawon, 41. Hacr- 
bineoo, was suffering from breast 
cancer. She received lOOcc of non- 
radioacthre strontium beginning tn 
1944. She died nine months after 

the injections.

e^Zsd to her bones and Intestines,

suffering from breast 

cancer, bba recerveu buwv « ~~~- 
radioactive strontium beginning tn
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Emocf Ucratwy Hoarf O'Lwy 
want» tut tubjedt comoen^atea.

O’Laary baa directed bar agency 
to find out bow many human atod- 
lea ware dona, find teat Mjbjecto 
and their aorvivoce and check the • 
legality of the reaaarch.

Ona iaoue ndaed In the deberta 
over the experimento ia whether 
the iww-defunot comndaeion’e ex- 
penmanta violated the 1M7 Nu­
remberg Code, which wan eetab- 
luhed after the Nan war crimM 
triale aa the untvereal atandard for 
human experiment*.

The code requlree foil. Informed 
and voluntary coneent for aB ex- 
pcruneute ou humane. Alan, teat 
eubjecta muet bo protected from 
“even remote poeeibUttiee of inju­
ry, dlaaHHty or death."

Barton Bernatein,' a Stanford

n 1
HEW YOEK — <

I eliowa,

to «"lft50 memo to 

Warren, a ■

HamDtoo wrote, "I Chtak

• i

tssrs&s:

Tests 
alarmed 
Berkeley 

I scientist
! dial using humans
j recalled experiments

I960 to

’atTlazi death camps

N<11. did human

Tribune, New York Tiroea and 

Booton Globa.
Hamilton wae a key architect of 

an experiment to which 18 people 
were lidwtod with plutonium be­
tween 1946 and 1947. He devoted 
hi* career to probing the damagea 
of radiation on living tlaeue.

- m Hamilton died of leuka-
(at the age of 49. Col- 

_____ at the time they be- 
____ the Olnoee had been caueod 

. by hla extenatve work to radiation. 

In reply to a growing outcry 
from week I of revelation* about 
the plutonium experiment and oth­
er undiacioaed tooting, Energy 8ec- 
ratary Had QTw raid Tueedey 
that iSjecto ahould Ea oompema^ 

od.

lste«*DMT/0N.4.M)

the American V-
what would be appropriate 

penaatiom-"
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The US. Department d Erwgy 
ha* opened a loHrae hot kw for 
anyone who mipht have bean a 
autyect of radalkm teatino and for 
thoae eaeWno tnlormalion on the 
fas Ing.

The number to ^800-483-2996, 
and the department aaye the 
phone a* be answered Irom 5.-30 
am. to 130 pjn. PST. Monday 
throuohFrldoy.

massive hidden cost of the Cold 
War to the American public,** 
Bernstein eakL

University historian, said Hamil­
ton’s memo proves that by I960 

I the scientific community under­
stood the unethical nature of such 
experiments.

i

ftd amounts of radiatiotL Some of­
ficials say the number of subjects la

SV^JdI&LTi7w2h^' | "T^Attuquarw THbune oon-

“At thio point in 1993, can wo

• inxikfb^sbockint or incredible? 
Or are we comln* to recognise that 
the eonrHlb' unthinkable and tbs 
eeemin*ly unbelievable were 
thought, boHeved and, yes, even 
implemented?" he asked.

The HamDton memo suggests 
that researchers "knew dearly at

The Globe disclosed on Sunday
that 19 retarded teenage boys at— v a « s
UU* *■ waasaasw - — i--------------» • »a • 12 •
m... fed mdioactivo cereal tnbuted to thu rttfri. 
in experiments from 1946 to 1966

. without thsir parento* knowledge. 
| Several other radiation experi-

stein said. mento from the 1940 and 1960c,
The revelations of human ax- | apparently carried out without tbs

perimanto conducted on U.S. dti- i informed coswent of the subjects, |
sens in recent weeks reveal ^the ' have been reported since last

month These inchide nuclear teeto
i over populated areas of Utah and I

New Mexico, the injection of 18
patients with plutonium and the

of fetuses and young
chikfaw to other radioactive sub-

etanoee.

"By the time that letter is writ­
ten, it’s dear even to Hamilton that 
this is not ethical behavior," Bern- I

In most oases, the aim of the 
reearch was to determine the ef­
fects of mdiatioci on humans.

OUary said Tuesday ths gov­
ernment does not have tnforma- 
tion yet on Pin see ns or deaths di­
rectly rriatod to the tests. But she 
■aid,"! don't expect that to happen 
overnight,’adding that the govem- 

* information 
________nation.

O'Leary said at least 600 to 800
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Fear spreads over radiation
report

The researchers in the Fer-

But calls to the new Human **I feel just as good about it 
Experimentation Hotline indi- today as the day I did it,” said

1 1

By Maria Puente 
USA TODAY

The experiments were nev­
er secret and the researchers'

4. - •

ments sponsored or funded 
around the country by the old 
Atomic Energy Commission.

“We want to talk to people

I ’ *

ask if they were test subjects.
“We can’t answer that,” said

Mike Gauldin spokesman fnr ment has to be made about 
the Department of Energy. He what was done,” Gauldin said, 
said the hot line was set up to “But we can't do it if we don't 
track down records on expert- know what happened."

3A”
Alarmed callers are swamp­

ing a new federal hot line set who suspect they may have 
up to find people who suspect been involved in order to get a 
they were used as guinea pigs better idea of where to look for 
in government-sponsored radi- that information,” be said.
abon experiments.

cate that some people are un- Constantine Maletskos, a for- 
necessarily panicked about mer MIT researcher.
standard medical treatments Gauldin said the govern- 
— such as radiation treatment ment has an obligation to find 
for cancer — or are calling to out as much as possible about 

what went on and disclose it 
“At some point a moral judg-

ffFJer this month releasing make it easier to trace diges- 
thousands of previously secret tion of those minerals, 
documents on government ra­
diation research.

Reports have included radi- findings were published in 
ation bombs detonated near scholarly journals. One re­
populated areas and expert- searcher defended the tests, 
ments on pregnant women and telling The Globe they yielded 
prisoners. important information.

ation experiments.___ _____ The toll-free hot line — 1-
And Monday, Massachusetts 8(XM93-2998 — opened Thurs- 

authortties began assembling day; it logged the most calls 
an investigative team to find Monday — 340 by early after- 
out what happened to dozens of noon, said Gauldin. 
mentally retarded teen-agers In Massachusetts, authort- 
fed radioactive food between ties pledge a thorough investi- 
1946-56 as part of government gallon into the Fernaid tests, 
research on digestion. “We’re going to try to locate

The Boston Globe reported all the people who participated 
Sunday that researchers at and determine their current 
Harvard University and the status, or if they've died, 
Massachusetts Institute of whether the death was related 
Technology experimented on to the tests,” says Gerald Ryan, 
at least 49 retarded male teens of the state Department of 
— apparently without the con- Mental Retardation, 
sent of their guardians — at the
Femald State School in Wai- nald tests, funded partly by 
tham. Mass. Quaker Oats Co. and the AEC,

Reports of radiation expert- were trying to better under- 
ments on Americans have stand the human digestive pro- 
been coming out as a result of cess. Patients were fed cereal 
media investigations and Ener- and milk with radioactive 
gy Secretary Hazel O’Leary's forms of iron and calcium to
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radiation test victims should be compensated - US 
(Eds: Updates with O'Leary saying that most of the testing was 

done with informed consent)
By Vicki Allen
WASHINGTON (Reuter) - Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary said 

Tuesday that 600 to 800 Americans took part in government 
radiation tests after World War Two, but most knew what was 
involved and gave their consent.

However, appearing on the "MacNeil-Lehrer Newshour" 
television program, O'Leary said she was "horrified" by the 
fact that subjects, including some who were mentally retarded, 
had been tested without consent or with inadequate consent. 

In what is becoming a major scandal over U.S. involvement in 
the experiments conducted during the 1940s and 1950s, 
authorities Tuesday vowed to locate surviving subjects of the 
tests, which exposed subjects to potentially harmful levels of 
radiation.

It was revealed, in addition, that at the time, some of the 
tests were compared to experiments in Nazi concentration camps. 

In an earlier interview on the Cable News Network, O'Leary 
said that the people tested may be due government compensation. 

"We ought to go forward and explain to the Congress what 
has happened and let the Congress of the United States and the 
American public determine what would be appropriate 
compensation," she said.

Speaking later on "MacNeil-Lehrer," O'Leary said:
"What I know now, from the information at hand, and 

understand that we are still gathering information,
approximately 600 to 800 human beings were subject to 
experimentation."

But she said: "A great majority of that work was done with 
informed and voluntary consent with a clear medical purpose." 

O'Leary said there have been 600 calls to a special 
government telephone hotline in the last two days, with about
400 people expressing horror over the experiments and the other
200 saying they believe they might have been tested.

On Sunday, the Boston Globe reported the latest example of 
such testing -- researchers in Massachusetts fed radioactive 
milk and cereal to mentally retarded teen-agers.

The newspaper said researchers at Harvard University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology fed the milk to at least
49 mentally handicapped teenagers housed in a state home between 
1946 and 1956.

In recent months, reports have also listed experiments 
ranging from conducting nuclear tests over populated areas to 
injecting patients, including newborn babies, with plutonium and 
radioactive iodine.

In a 1950 memo. Dr Joseph Hamilton, a top radiation 
biologist who worked for the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, 
warned that the radiation research had "a little of the 
Buchenwald touch," referring to the Nazi concentration camp 
where medical experiments were carried out on inmates.

Hamilton's memo was written to express his concern over 
proposed experiments aimed at discovering the levels of 
radiation that would injure soldiers.

The research was going on at the height of the Cold War to 
try to help understand the effects of radiation on humans. It
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O'Leary: Government Should Compensate Victims of Radiation 
Experiments

WASHINGTON (AP) - People who wrongfully were exposed to 
radiation through federally funded experiments more than 40 years 
ago deserve to be compensated. Energy Secretary Hazel R. O'Leary 
said Tuesday.

O'Leary promised to collect as many government documents as 
possible on such experiments and "let the Congress of the United 
States and the American public determine what would be appropriate 
compensation."

In an interview with CNN, she did not indicate how many people 
might be compensated or what that compensation might be. 

"We're still trying to take a look at the whole thing," said 
department spokesman Sam Grizzle.

O'Leary earlier this month said as many as 800 people might have 
been subjected to human experiments involving radiation, many of 
them in the 1940s and '50s. Some of the experiments were believed 
to be within medical guidelines and with consent, but others 
clearly were not, officials have said.

Attempts to reach Mrs. O'Leary, who was said to be in meetings 
Tuesday, were unsuccessful.

O'Leary told CNN that some of those affected by the radiation 
tests are suing the government, but others involved in earlier 
tests cannot sue because the statute of limitations has expired. 

"My view is that we must proceed with disclosing these facts 
and information regardless of the fact of whether it opens the door 
for a lawsuit against the government," she said. "And many have 
suggested, and I tend to agree personally, that those people who 
were wronged need to be compensated."

The New York Times reported Tuesday that the U.S. government 
official who directed some of the early radiation tests was urged 
to use chimpanzees to avoid comparisons to Nazi experiments. 

The warning was made in a 1950 memo to Dr. Shields Warren, a 
senior official of the Atomic Energy Commission, from Dr. Joseph G. 
Hamilton, a top commission biologist, the Times said. Parts of the 
memo were also quoted Tuesday in The Boston Globe.

Hamilton warned that exposing humans to radioactive material 
would bring considerable criticism because they would "have a 
little of the Buchenwald touch."

The Nazis did human experiments at the Buchenwald concentration 
camp near Weimar, including one that killed 600 people exposed to 
typhus bacteria.

"For both politic and scientific reasons," Hamilton wrote, "I 
think it would be advantageous to secure what data can be obtained 
by using large monkeys such as chimpanzees."

O'Leary has told her agency to find out how many human studies 
were done, find test subjects and their survivors and check the 
legality of the research. A hot line asking survivors to contact 
the Energy Department has been swamped with hundreds of calls. 

One issue is whether the now-defunct commission's experiments 
violated the 1947 Nuremburg Code, which was established after the 
Nazi war crimes trials as the universal standard for human 
experiments.

The code requires full, informed and voluntary consent for all 
experiments on humans. Also, test subjects must be protected from 
"even remote possibilities of injury, disability or death."

The Hamilton memo suggests that researchers "knew clearly at 
the time that the studies were unethical," said Dr. David S.
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Egilman, a Rhode Island physician who has investigated the AEC's 
human experiments and gave the memo to the Times and the Globe. 

Both Warren and Hamilton are now dead.
The Albuquerque Tribune reported Tuesday that Hamilton's files 

revealed that seven cancer patients and another with a blood 
disease were injected with strontium in the 1940s at the University 
of California Hospital in San Francisco.

All of the patients were undergoing X-ray therapy at the time of 
the injections. The doctor responsible for the injections is not 
listed in medical records, the newspaper said.

The patients included 13-year-old Wallace Reid, a bone cancer 
patient who received 12 injections of radioactive strontium between
1941 and 1942, the Tribune said. Three months after the final 
injection, Wallace died of exhaustion and intracranial pressure, 
according to a two-page chart stamped "secret" several times.

Last month. The Tribune reported that 18 patients were injected 
with plutonium in another AEC experiment.

The Boston Globe disclosed on Sunday that 19 retarded teen-age 
boys at the Fernaid School in Waltham, Mass., were fed radioactive 
cereal in experiments from 1946 to 1956 without their parents' 
knowledge.
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naJd School, where the teen-agers 
itved. for dues to the identities of the
subjects, a state official said. -

Z 1

tween 1946 and 1956.
Yesterday the team of doctors, 

nurses and advocates for the retard­
ed were checking records In the Fer-

-is guinea pigs and fed re- least 49 mentally handicapped pa- 
food in a study of the hu- dents housed in a state home be- 

digestlve process in the 1940s 
1950s.

slowed down the body's digestion of 
those minerals.

The team will try to determine 
whether any died from the research 

The experiments, revealed by the and will help those still living to se- 

the redded assemWed yesterday to ducted by reseychers from Harvard able from the federal ^vemment.

least 49 mentally retarded teen-ag- institute of Technology (MIT) on at of Mentaf Retardation spokesman?
 • -* '-J — • ■ ■ The youths, between the ages of

15 and 17. were fed radioactive calci­
um and iron, some in quantities 
equivalent to 50 X-rays, to see how 
they metabolized the substances, the 
Boston Globe reported.

The tests were intended to see the 
effects of the radiation on the sub­
jects’ spleens and blood.

• -WALTHAM. Mass. — A team of  r
doctors, nurses and advocates for Boston Globe on Sunday, were con- cure any benefits or support avail- 
j • . ___ _ _____ _______________ * a a.—  •    *  »

try to find clues to the identities cif at University and the Massachusetts said Jerry Ryan, a state'bepartment
J 4 « A — — — A* SI.. 4- 4-4 4   __ 1—4 44 4— — — <—— — S_ 4W 4 4 • .■ aaK • • .. . "

ere used as
dioactive ft
man i
and J

The tests, funded partly by the
Quaker Oats Co. and the U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission, used radioac­
tive forms of iron and calcium to de­
termine if a heavy diet of cereals

Clues sought on teens used in test
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Nuclear testing
CHICAGO—I too was 

shocked to learn that 18 
civilians “had been injected 
with highly radioactive 
plutonium" (Dec. 8) in 
government tests._Hazel 
O'Leary. EnergyQ Leary, Energy DeparBhent 
secretary, is to oe commenritvi 
for this disclosure, as well as 
her announcement of 204 
previously secret U.S. nuclear 
test explosions.

Her candor is an important 
step to correct what DOE 
officials have called the 
“damaging culture of secrecy 
at the DOE that compromised 
safety and environmental 
considerations" during the 
Cold War. However, she should 
go much further.

A full accounting by her 
department is long overdue for 
the thousands of American 
victims of the U.S. nuclear 
testing program. For many 
years, appeals from U.S. 
atomic veterans and Navajo 
uranium miners for medical 
care and compensation have 
fallen on deaf ears in the 
federal government. Similarly, 
the plight of the thousands of 
Americans who have lived 
downwind from the Nevada 
Nuclear Test Site, and were 
described by official DOE 
documents as a “low-use 
segment of the population,” 
should be brought to full 
disclosure.

This administration should 
also take steps to ensure that 
similar tragedies never happen 
again.

Most important, O’Leary 
should continue to be a strong 
advocate for a permanent ban 
on all nuclear tests. She should 
urge President Clinton to get 
serious about a
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty—after nearly a year in 
office, there are still no official 
negotiations underway. A 
permanent test ban is crucial 
to winning extension of the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty in April 1995, as the 
non nuclear states rightly 
insist on progress by the 
nuclear states toward nuclear 
disarmament in exchange for 
continuing to forgo nuclear 
weapons development. The
Cold War is over, and it left a 
deadly nuclear legacy.

Kevin Martin
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’50 Memo Shows Radiation Test Doubts

1

boys at a state school in Femald, 
Mass., were exposed to radioactive

search, sponsored by the Atomic Ener­
gy Commission in 1953 and 1954, seven

injected with radioactive iron. Those 
studies were intended to understand

4. ■ . •

By KEITH SCHNEIDER

The American Government official 
who directed radiation experiments on 
human subjects was warned soon after 
the program began that the research 
would invite public criticism and com­
parison to Nazi experiments on concen-

cereal. The experiments, from 1946 to 
1956, were intended to help researchers 
undersund nutrition and metabolism, 
the paper said, though consent forms 
mailed to parents never mentioned 
that radioactive elements would be in-, 
volved. It is not known if the subjecu 
were harmed by the test.

Tests onf Newboms
The Albuquerque Tribune, which in 

November published a series of arti­
cles on an expenment in which 18 
patients were injected with plutonium, 
reported last week on another study 
conducted in Memphis. In that re-

A warning about 
‘the Buchenwald 
touch’ in medical 
studies.

ment prepared to 

the experiments. 
This month Enei 

L Olwa. 
mine he

swenng the telephones to 9 or 10, from 
3.

"We’ve had an unbelievable re­
sponse to the hotline,” Mr. Brush said. 
"It’s a much greater volume than we 
anticipated."

___________ __________ _ _______ _ , Bos10" G|OJ* disclosed on Sun- 
tration camp inmates, a private memo- day that 19 mentally retarded teen-age

ment is studying is whether any of the
radiation experiments violated the
1947 Nuremberg Code, which was es­
tablished after the Nazi war crimes
trials, and is regarded as the universal 
standard for human experimentation.
The code requires full, informed and
voluntary consent for all experiments
involving human subjects, along with
demanding that test subjects be pro­
tected "against even remote possibili­
ties of injury, disability, or death."

"We want to make sure the work was ______  r_,_ .... ________
consistent with whatever ethical guide- review of human radiation experimen- 
lines existed at the time," Mr. Brush tation called for by Secretary O'Leary.

random declassified by the Govern­
ment shows. -___1;-^=’ — --—-

In a 1950 memorandum to
Shields Warren, a senior official of the
Atomic Energy Commission, Dr. Jo­
seph G. Hamilton, a top radiation biolo­
gist who worked for the agency, 
warned that the medical experiments 
might have “a little of the Buchenwald 
touch.” At the Buchenwald concentra­
tion camp near Weimar a number of
human experiments were done, includ­
ing one that killed about 600 people
exposed to typhus bacteria.

He warned that commission officials 
“would be subject to considerable criti­
cism" for conducting experiments in
which human subjects were exposed to
potentially harmful doses of radiation.

The memorandum, declassified in
the early 1970'sjias been known to a 
handful of independent investigators
interested in the early history of the
Atomic Energy Commission. It has 
been publicly circulated in recent days
as Government investigators and re­
porters have examined an extensive 
experimental program that involved at
least 1,000 people in a variety of radia­
tion expenments in the early years of
the atomic era. One official said that 
number could go much higher

Flood of Calls
TO. memo sheds ligb.«, wb., «s.o( JW. bljck. «r.

the Government’s leading radiation re­
searchers was thinking as the Govem-

th Energy Secretary Haze) 
_______^directed her agency to de- 
lermine how many studies were con­
ducted, to find participants and their 
survivors and to investigate the propri­
ety and legality of the research.

As pari of the project, which is likely 
to last for years, Mrs. O’Leary has set 
up a toll-free telephone line, (800) 493- 
2998. Yesterday, hundreds of callers 
swamped the agency with questions 
about experiments they said might 
have involved them or family mem­
bers. Peter Brush, the department’s 
principal deputy assistant secretary 
for environment, safety and health, 
said the volume of calls was so intense 
that this week the department would 
triple the number of specialists an-

boms functioned. Mothers agreed to 
the research, but some babies were 
later given up for adoption, according 
to The Tribune.

One of the issues th^ Energy Denart- 
—ent is studying is whelher any of the

said "Certainly some of the stuff I’ve 
read leads one to question whether it 
could have been consistent with any 
established ethics of the time.”

The Hamilton memorandum sug­
gests that medical researchers associ­
ated with the Atomic Energy Commis­
sion were aware of their ethical re­
sponsibilities. The memorandum, dat­
ed Nov. 28, 1950, was addressed to Dr. 
Warren, the director of the division of 
biology and medicine, the unit of the 
Atomic Energy Commission that com­
missioned and oversaw virtually al) 
Government research related to radia­
tion after the war.

" Dr, Hanrilton, under contract to the 
Atomic Energy Commission, summa­
rized the limited knowledge then avail­
able about the risks military personnel 
faced should they be exposed to high 
levels of radiation, presumably as a 
result of nuclear war or military exer­
cises involving atomic bombs. Dr. 
Hamilton urged the Atomic Energy 
Commission to conduct additional re­
search to expose living organisms to 
intense radiation fields.

"For both politic and scientific rea­
sons.” he wrote, "1 think it would be 
advantageous to secure what data can 
be obtained by using large monkeys 
such as chimpanzees." But Dr. Hamil­
ton warned: "If this is to be done in 
humans, 1 feel that those concerned in 
the Atomic Energy Commission would 
be subject to considerable criticism as 
admittedly this would have a little of 
the Buchenwald touch."

The memorandum, made available 
to The Times by Dr. David S. Egilman, 
a physician from Rhode Island who 
teaches at Brown University and has 
investigated instances of human ex­
perimentation by the military and the 
Atomic Energy Commission. Dr. Egil­
man said the memorandum was a 
clear indication that the Government's 
own nuclear scientists knew they were 
working at the very edges of medical 
ethics. Both Dr. Warren and Dr. Hamil­
ton are dead.

"Based on their own documents and 
the history of medical ethics, they 
knew clearly at the time that the stud­
ies were unethical,” said Dr. Egilman. 
"They called this work, in effect, Nazi- 
like. The argument we hear is that 
these expenments were ethical at the 
time they were done. It’s simply not 
true.”

Mr. Brush, said the memorandum 
would become part of the extensive
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tion camp where inmates were med radioactive iron Supplcmr -ii:? tor parents or guardians of the children 
- - • • - -------- nutrition studies conducted cr the who took part in the expenmentj

Massachusetts L-.sthute. of Tc.'hnol- notification forms that made no refer- / )
for heinous medical experiments.

Eh. David Eplman, an assistant

Nazi shadow hung 
over radiation tests

ogy (MIT) and Harvard University 
for Quaker Oats Co. and the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission.

The researchers used radioactive 
compounds because they show up 
well in blood and human waste.

The department has also begun 
referring people to a "human experi­
mentation hot line” (1-800-493- 
2998) set up by tlie De^rtmentof

said today she supports federal com- 
pensation for people who were ex­
posed to radiation during govern­
ment experiments in the 1940s and 
■50s.

O’Leary told
CNN that she . 
feels the Clinton
administration
should openly 
tell all it leams 
about the experi-

and the Ameri­
can public deter­
mine what would 
be appropriate 
compensation.”

In the 1950 memo. Hamilton, a. 
specialist in interna! radiation poison­
ing. outlined his concerns about ex­
posing human beings tn radiation as 
part of a program to test ability to 
function during a nuclear attack.

The Femald experiments were 
not intended to study the debilitating 
effects of radiation, but authorities on 
medical ethics said the behavior of 
tire researchers working at Femald 
suggests they knew they were ex­

tests aimed at discovering at what because it came right after Lu' Nu-

The"memo s relesse came us the 
_____________________ Massachusetts Depar tment of Men- 

"if thish’to be done in human#, I tai Retardation declared it plena an

Atom?c~En«vy Commissiou would radiation experiments at the Femald 

be subject to considerable ermasm, i-------------- ------------
as admittedly, this would have a Utde to 1956, score* of developmentally 
of the Buchenwald touch." he wrote, disabled children were giver, .adwac- 
Buehenwald was a Naii conc.entra- five milk with their breakfast or ate

By Scott Allen ano Dolores Kung protessov at Brown Univcrr.it/ who
Botton Giobt released the 1 lamilton memo yester-

A 1950 memo to tlie U.S. .Atomic day, said some oi the human research ments, “and let 
Energy Commission's chief health that Hamilton warned aboui went the Congress ... 
official likens proposed radiation forward anyway.
testing on humans to expevimenta- Egilmait, who has studied baman- 
tion in a Nazi concentration camp, radiation experiments for 12 years, 
casting doubt on claims that radiation said Hamilton’s memo refli>ns the 
experiments at a Massachusetts high level of public awareness about 
mental institution and elsewhere medical ethics after the Nam war- 
were ethically acceptable at the time, crimes trials in 1945 and 1946.

In the 1950 memo. Dr. jeseph Human-radiation testing “wxs not
Hamilton of Livermore National Lab- less talked-aboui in rhe 195t>= it was 
oratory in California worried that a hotter topic then tiian it is now.

level radiat-inn would injure soldiers reniberg trials, Egilman sa.o.
would conjure images of Nazi experi­
ments if performed on humans.

< ■ * '

feel that those concerned in the investigation into less toxic h-.unan-

school in Waltham, Mass. Fnc.. 1946 . posing the developmentally disabled 
children to Kime risk.

Dr. Malcolm Farrell, superinten­
dent of Femald at the time, sent 

who took part in the experiments



X-*

TKANSCKIPT

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY STATIONFOR

ngton, D.C.NBC Nightly News OTY WasPROGRAM

AUDIENCEBATT December 28, 1993 7:00 PM

SUBJECT
lantAccident at Fermi Nuclear Power

DAVID BLOOM:

LEW LAYTON [Detroit Edison Spokesperson]:

26

Whilt tod* TV toporb ondocmn to CM«n oaaracr ei wppUd by *. * conno* bo roiporuibl* fcx n»uoUi or om«
-----«J TV k. ku ^4 ~L------------ ----------- b k*_____ I ---i lj_ XJ

-RATIONAL MARKET COVERAGE

LEW LAYTON [Detroit Edison Spokesperson]: In terms of 
radiation release, there certainly was no release above what is 
normally-released by. the plant.
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is shut down tonight followin' 
Christmas Day.
risk, some questions remain.

BLOOM:
says there
Detroit Edison said the probl 
side of the plant.

'The NRC called the accident serious and unusual, but 
as no release of radiation. And the plant's owner . 

was confined to the non-nuclear

BLOOM: But two years ago a similar accident all but destroyed 
a turbine at the Salem II nuclear power plant in Hancock's Bridge, 
New Jersey. The NRC says there's no cause for concern. Critics 
are worried.

BRIAN WILLIAMS: The Fermi n^dlear^power plant outside Detroit 
‘ a fire inside the facility on 

While officials say public safety was never at

NBC's David Bloom reports.

Today/ inspectors from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission began arriving at the crippled Fermi II nuclear power 
plant in Newport, Michigan, some 30 miles south of Detroit. The 
reactor is in cold shutdown and will be off-line for at least three 
to six months following a Christmas Day accident in which the 
plant's turbine began to shake violently, starting a small fire 
that was quickly put out, doing extensive damage to the turbine and 
main generator.

JAN STRASMA [Nuclear Regulatory Spokesman]: Water and steam 
sprayed out, and a chunk of the turbine flew through the steel 
housing surrounding it and landed about 75 feet away.
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So,

David Bloon, NBC-Naws.
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ROBERT POLLARD [Union of Concerned Scientists]: The large
pieces of steel which can fly off from the turbine have sufficient 
force to actually penetrate thick reinforced concrete walls, 
in addition to the economic damage, you could have a nuclear 
accident by releasing radioactive material outside the plant.

BLOOM: Detroit Edison predicts the Fermi plant, which 
normally produces enough electricity to run a city of one million, 
will be back on line before a traditional summer peak in energy 
demand.
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Correspondent Jim Stewart has the latest.

JIM STEWART:

I was injected with radioactive material in

COCHRAN:

STEWART:

Dr. David Egilman has researched the experiments.
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STEWART:
Cochran's bone marrow.

You’re left with — for the rest of your life with
Are you going to get cancer from this
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Doctors wanted to trace the isotopes as they invaded 
It earned the young graduate student a $100 

fee, $25 for follow-up visits, and a lifetime of worry.
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Most of those experiments were approved by eight regional 
offices of the old Atomic Energy Commission. The offices funneled 
research money to hospitals and universities. The Department of 
Energy was never told how many tests they authorised on how many 
people or at what price.

It was 30 years ago that doctors at Vanderbilt
University asked Tom Cochran if he would like to take part in a 
little experiment.

this lingering question: 
experiment?

Thousands 
question today, as the 
nuclear experiments it conducted.

CONNIE CHUNG: The legacy of U.S. Cold War policy is producing 
new fallout tonight. It turns out the researchers who ran secret 
radiation tests on unsuspecting American citizens should have known 
better. They were warned back then that their experiments were 
unethical or worse. And today the Energy Department said the test 
subjects deserve compensation.

THOMAS COCHRAN:
'63.
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But, ICOCHRAN:

Has anybody followed up on your case?STEWART:

No.COCHRAN: No.

STEWART:

Jim Stewart, CBS News, Washington.

25

. The postwar Nuremberg Trials looked into human-research crimes 
at Nazi camps like- Buchenwald and set new standards for human 
experiments like the one on Tom Cochran.

The government said that's what it's trying to do 
now, follow up, find out just how many Americans were involved in 
the tests and, more importantly, what's become of them.

Nobody wants cancer for a hundred dollars.
mean, that's why I wouldn't do it again-.

DR. DAVID EGILMAN: These studies, which were planned, at 
least, in the late '40s and early '50s, followed shortly after what 
was a tremendous public outcry about the research activities of the 
Nazis.

STEWART: An analogy at least one government scientists also 
recognized. As this 1950 memo unearthed by Egilman noted, "Work on 
humans would have a little of the Buchenwald touch."
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Forty years ago the Cold War was under way, and so was a 
deadly nuclear arms race. The American government was determined 
to stay ahead of the Soviets in the accuracy and sophistication of 
its nuclear weapons. Over the next four decades, the government 
would detonate hundreds of nuclear devices and produce thousands of 
bombs.

Until recently, the primary fallout from all that testing and 
weapons building was concern over the effects of nuclear waste on 
the environment. Then, early this month. Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Leary dr.opped a bomb of her own. She called a press conference 
to announce that her Department wanted to come clean with all the 
nuclear secrets the U.S. Government had been keeping from u>.

WARNER: O'Leary revealed that over the past three decades the 
U.S. Government had conducted 204 unannounced underground nuclear 
tests. T*
plutonium stockpiled.at government facilities around the country 
was 33 1/2 metric tons, carrying a cleanup price tag of $200 
billion or more.

In recent weeks, Americans have 
secret testing, research and

We begin tonight with some new Cold War
secrets just now coming to light.
been hearing more about 
experimentation conducted in the name of the nation's nuclear 
weapons program. The source of the revelations if the Federal 
Government itself. The facts coming to light are in some cases 
astounding and horrifying.

SECRETARY OF ENERGY HAZEL O'LEARY: We've got to expose the • 
impact of the Cold War, both in terms of its environmental health 
and safety impacts, and also impacts on, if you will, the psyche of 
the nation.
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Welcome, Madam Secretary.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Thank you.

Well, for two reasons.SECRETARY O'LEARY:

WARNER:

what X know now,

human beings subjected towere

2

approximately 600
experimentation.

from the

One, I work for a President who was clear, almost as soon as 
we cane into office, that each Cabinet Department should declassify 
that information that was no longer required to be kept secret for 
national security reasons. At the Department of Energy, as you can 
well understand, there have been clamorings for years about release 
of information, first of all, revolving around the testing, the 
numbers of tests, the plutonium stockpiles, and certain around the 
question of human experimentation and other exposure to releases of 
radiated material.

Now we're . joined _by the woman who instigated these 
disclosures, the Secretary of Energy, Hazel O'Leary.

trace the effects of radiation on humans. They included tests 
during the 1940s in Chicago, San Francisco and Tennessee, in which 
28 people were injected with high levels of plutonium, apparently 
without their consent. During the late 1950s in New York, 12 
terminally ill cancer patients were injected with radioactive 
material to try to measure the body's rate of absorption. And 
during the 1960s and early '70s in Washington State and Oregon, 130 
prison inmates, apparently with their consent, had their testicles 
exposed to high levels of radiation to measure the effect on sperm 
function and production.

How widespread was this human experimentation?

SECRETARY O'LEARY: / Well,

WARNER: This is pretty horrific stuff. Why have you decided 
that the government should reveal all this now?

I want to make clear that a great majority of that work was 
done with informed and voluntary consent and done with a clear 
medical purpose. The thing that all of us are horrified about and 
react to in a way that's gut-wrenching is those cases where it is 
apparent that no consent or inadequate consent was sought, and

So, it occurred to me that it was time not only to come clean, 
as we said at that press release, but also give the nation a chance 
to understand that this administration, with this leadership, 
simply wanted to start off on a different footing. And that, I 
think, we've done.

information at hand — and undemstand that we're still gathering 
this information. I'll talk a bit about that later — 

to 800
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So,

Well, give us an example in which you think people

I'll

And this is what you're trying to unearth now.WARNER:

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Exactly.

Now, you've said 600 to 800 people. Is it possible

much the extent of it?

WARNER:

3

What we tend to focus on now are the examples that don't 
measure up to any standard of ethics that we know or would want our 
government to apply.

WARNER:
did give their consent.

therefore given; and the issue of whether the consent was voluntary 
remains open.

the facts are in front of you. i
around us a panel of experts that are going to help us review the

I want to be very careful about stating 
And what I know is a fact is that I've

So, that's well-documented and there's — you know, the annals 
of medical records are filled with those examples.

SECRETARY O'LEARY:
what I do know is a fact.
been told and it's been represented to me that the number is 800. 
What I've learned in the last week is not to presume anything until

it's that piece that people focus on, and they should 
rightfully focus on.

So, I'll be in a position to more definitively state the 
numbers involved. At the moment, I believe it does not exceed 800, 
but I am not saying that that's where we'll end up.

WARNER: Now, you've said 600 to 800 people.
that's just the tip of the iceberg, or do you think that's pretty

WARNER: And you did set up a hotline, didn't you, for 
citizens just to call in if they thought they or their families had 
been the subjects of experiments. Have you gotten a lot of calls? 
Have any of them produced new information, really new leads?

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, clearly, there are a series of
experimentations that have led to very beneficial results, 
point out use of cobalt 60 or 80 for irradiation of people with 
Hodgkin's disease, and other experimentation where people have 
known the purpose of the experiment, known the danger; and also, 
the scientists have been focused on the results desired. And I 
could chart instance after instance where we've gained excellent 
benefit, especially in the area of nuclear medicine, which tends to 
save people's lives. And many of us, I included, have personal 
experience where members of our family have gotten additional years 
of their lives because of resulting work from that experimentation.

And what we've done is gathered

documentation that we're now getting in hand and call for more.
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WARNER: I see.

Dr.

Welcome, gentlemen.

Professor Bernstein, let me start with you.

And what...WARNER:

4

PROFESSOR BARTON BERNSTEIN: 
those disclosures that's both shocking and, 
surprising.

Well, I think this is one of 
lamentably, not

Well, to help us fill in this picture", we turn to two people 
who have studied the nuclear weapons program and its impact.
Jack Geiger, a professor at the City University of New York's 
School of Medicine, co-authored a recent report for the group 
Physicians for Social Responsibility on the health effects of 
nuclear weapons testing. Professor Barton Bernstein teaches Cold 
War history at Stanford University.

In the Cold War, for American scientists, whether they be 
medical doctors or others, very often the ends justified the means. 
And in a venture which they thought would help America win or 
maintain its position in the Cold War, those physicians and other 
scientists were willing to sacrifice humans, or injure humans, even 
Americans, for some conception of the larger welfare and national 
security.

To many Americans, the notion that their government could have 
experimented secretly on them just seems almost mystifying and 
impossible. How did this happen?

We are logging that information and following up on it. I'm 
not in a position today, after two days, to assess the quality of 
the information. But we're collecting it, and collecting it in a 
way that respects the-^privacy of the individuals who've made the 
phone calls.

It's a morality now that, justifiably, we deplore. It’s a 
morality that, practiced at the time, American physicians and 
others who were engaged in this purposely concealed in a shroud od 
secrecy because they knew many Americans would be angered and 
shocked.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Here we are. In less than two — well, 
two full days exactly, we've had 600 calls received on this 
hotline. Two-thirds of them have been people who are interested to 
express their point of view, more often than not reflecting their 
disturbance, and in some instance horror, at some of the facts 
revealed. Some are simply curious. And about a third of those 
people reporting that they believe that they were subject of human 
experimentation.
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PROFESSOR BERNSTEIN: But — go ahead.

Let ne get Dr. Geiger in this.WARNER:

5

Dr. Geiger, was there any scientific or medical benefit out of 
these experiments, as horrible as they were?

WARNER: And what, precisely, were they trying to discover in 
some of these experiments?

All of this was Cold-War-linked, but it ranged from 
therapeutic medicine to intentional injury or killing of the enemy.

PROFESSOR BERNSTEIN: There is no indication so far that any 
systematically debated or challenged this kind of behavior. It's 
very significant that Joseph Hamilton, a physician at the 
University of California, out here in the Bay Area, in 1950, on 
November 28th, outlined the notion of testing on live Americans and 
referred to it as having "more than a touch of a Buchenwald," 
referring to the German concentration camps, "having more than a 
touch of a Buchenwald about it."

DR. JACK GEIGER: -Well, there's an important distinction to be 
made between appropriate uses of nuclear isotopes and radiation 
therapy for real purposes of investigation and in treatment on 
people who had given fully informed consent, and those experiments 
in which, as has just been outlined, there were political, not 
medical, reasons driving them in the first instance; and in which, 
secondly, they were unethical, even by the standards of the time. 
The Nuremberg Code was published in 1947, and that made very clear 
that informed consent was essential.

So far as w° can determine, nobody in the AEC, the Atomic 
Energy Commission, the predecessor of the Department of Energy, nor 
any of Hamilton's associates, whether subordinates or superiors, 
ever challenge on ethical grounds such thinking, such 
recommendations, or many of the actions that Hamilton took over the 
course of almost a decade, between the mid-1940s and the early to 
mid-1950s.

WARNER: And to what degree was there a debate within the
scientific community at the time about the ethical implications?

PROFESSOR BERNSTEIN: Well, the particular things they were 
often trying to discover is what level of various radiological 
byproducts or radiation would be injurious, in what way. Sometimes 
they thought this might improve therapy, including possibly cancer 
treatment. Sometimes they thought it would indicate to them what 
the level of danger was on the nuclear bomb projects. And 
sometimes they hoped to discover what level of injury could be done 
to the enemy in what-was called preparation for radiological 
warfare.
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And one other point that needs to be added.

So the focus, I think, is on the standard of the day.

6

What do you know now about the degree to which standards of 
consent nay have changed? I mean that's one of the arguments that 
defenders use. But Professor Bernstein and Dr. Geiger certainly 
seen to feel that that's a bogus argunent.

While we have been focused on these 600 or 800, or however 
nany they turn out to be, of individual human experiments, we have 
to remember that there were sone 300,000 people in Washington and 
Oregon State who were deliberately exposed to sone 400,000 curies 
of radioiodine. Soldiers marched to an atonic ground zero, 
sailors at Bikini Atoll, large populations exposed to the fallout 
fron nuclear testing in the atmosphere — they were experimental 
subjects too, without their knowledge or consent.

WARNER: Well, let me have Secretary O'Leary cone back in on 
this, some of the points they just made.

So the focus, I think, is on the standard of the day. And 
what we're seeing with the isolated cases and incidents that have 
been brought to public attention in the last week is that many of 
these cases do not pass muster against that standard, and certainly 
don't by any standard that we'd apply today, as well.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: X agree, as well. I think what we need to 
do is focus on the standards applicable at the time. And clear 
from what we know today — and it's just been pointed out — when 
you're dealing with those who are least able to defend — I earlier 
today made the comment, "the weakest of us all" — it's the thing 
which horrifies us the most. Because we think about the fact that 
each of us>-in -some circumstance, can be weakened.

There's an important distinction that needs to be made today. 
I suspect there are thousands of people out there right now who 
have received or are receiving nuclear medicine, isotopes for 
diagnostic or therapeutic purposes, or radiation for cancer 
therapy. We need to be very clear the distinction between those 
processes and treatments now and these bizarre, unethical 
experiments of the past. People in these situations today are not 
guinea pigs. They should not stop their treatments or their 
diagnostic investigations. And that's an important thing to 
understand.

Beyond that, the first tipoff to how outrageous some of these 
experiments were cdmesT”afalways, from the selection of subjects. 
Look at them: black babies, prisoners, terminally ill people, 
retarded children, pregnant women, mostly minorities. Over and 
over again in the history of unethical experimentation, failure to 
do informed consent, you find subjects-of this kind.
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WARNER:

Dr. Geiger.WARNER:

That's an incompletely done job, although we're

Let me give Professor Bernstein the last word.WARNER:

7

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, I hope that part of the outcome from 
this public examination and this, if you will, this anguish and 
pain that the nation is now going through will lead us to focus on 
the requirement for our government for openness, for that ethical 
standard in the public debate that comes with the light of day, 
and, finally, for the clear understanding that the arrogance that 
attends a special intellect and a special need cannot overcome a 
set of ethical standards to which people expect, and indeed their 
government must adhere.

DR. GEIGER: 1
heading in the.right direction.

DR. GEIGER: Well, it goes after it begins to go after the 
root cause of all of these violations that we've been talking 
about, and that's secrecy, usually falsely invoked in the name of 
national security in these cases. It is secrecy, together with 
arrogance and ignorance, that permitted these ethical violations. 
It is secrecy that limits the ability of a free people to control 
their government and what it does. It is secrecy that kept this 
kind of information from the public for almost two generations, 50 
years of radiation exposures and lies about them that were 
unwarranted.

And I think we have to be concerned, beyond saying "never 
again," to assure that it doesn't happen again. And by that I 
mean, in addition to openness, the requirement for external 
accountability of the Dopartm^nt of Energy to other agencies where 
health and safety concerns are involved, the involvement of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, of OSHA, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, and really, I think, the further separation — something 
that Physicians for Social Responsibility, the group with which I 
work, has called frequently — the further dissociation of health 
responsibilities and surveillance from the agency that has indeed 
been involved in the creation of hazards.

Do you, as a Cold War historian, do you think that with the 
end of the Cold War this kind of passion for secrecy in government 
scientific circles has ended?

And so you think there should be even higher
standards than there are today? I mean what exactly is it that...

WARNER: Well, Dr. Geiger, what is your reaction to Hazel
O'Leary's, Secretary O'Leary's initiative here?
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No. Definitively and unfortunately, it

And I believe she's sincere in

That's all the tise ve have.I'm sorry.WARNER:

Thank you for being with us, Dr. Geiger and Secretary O'Leary.

8

PROFESSOR BERNSTEIN:
has not.

I actually sent a fan letter to Secretary O’Leary about two 
weeks ago after her press conference in which she announced that 
she was going to change policy. __________________  1
trying to sove toward openness.

At lower levels, and I's sure deep, at various levels in the 
Departnent of Energy are sany who are devoted and dedicated to a 
culture in which they have long flourished and received plaudits 
and support. And I, Myself, have found in filing Freedom of 
Information Act requests in various parts of the Department of 
Energy, including the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, which is about 
35 miles from here, a great willingness to misunderstand requests, 
to thwart well-intentioned, honest andlegal ventures, and delay 
unusually, sometimes five and six years, in granting me access and 
other scholars access to materials that probably could have been 
declassified 30 years ago.
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BRIAN WILLIAMS:

NBC’s Fred Briggs reports.

Ten millirem is an extremely low

BRIGGS:

given the radiation?

Was that intentional?
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The dosages, however, are not the key issue now.
More important, did the boys' parents know their sons were being
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DR. CONSTANTINE MALETSKOS: '
value for such a — any kind of a radioactive tracer experiment.

Now a nuclear controversy of another kind, 
this one in Massachusetts. It began with' the revelation by the 
Boston Globe that in the years following World War II some mentally 
retarded teenagers were given radioactive food as part of an 
experiment without their families knowledge.

MIT's Dr. Constantine Maletskos was on the original research 
team.
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The head of the research team assured the school that there 
were absolutely.no_grounds for caution, and then the superintendent 
sent out letters to parents and guardians asking their permission 
to use the children. At least one letter in 1949 told parents 
their son was to receive a special diet that would show how the 
body absorbs various cereals, iron and vitamins. No mention at all 
of radiation.

FRED BRIGGS: This is the Fernaid state school where in the 
late 1940s and early '50s dozens of mentally retarded boys were fed 
radioactive food. It was a research project funded by the Quaker 
Oats Company and what was then called the Atomic Energy Commission. 
The research teams from Harvard and MIT used radioactive milk on 
cereal to study the digestive process. No boy got more than one 
dose, 10 millirems, of radiation.
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John Dancy, NBC News, with the President in Little Rock.

little interest in imposing sanctions on its ally, preferring uore 
talks.

Does North Korea have a nuclear weapon or not? It's a crucial 
question because it determines what the U.S. does next: more 
talks, economic sanctions, or perhaps military force.
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During the same time period, 800 pregnant women at this 
hospital in Nashville were given radioactive iron to see how it 
might affect them and their babies.
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STRAIT: In 1950 a senior government official wrote this memo 
to the man in charge of several of these experiments. It warned, 
"They have a little of the Buchenwald touch," suggesting that they

The Energy Department estimates that during the 1940s and '50s 
hundreds of radiation experiments were performed on thousands of 
Americans without their knowledge. Scientists now say that was an 
outrage.

And at this laboratory in New Mexico, 18 people were injected
with radioactive plutonium to see how much they could tolerate.
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For more than 407' years the documents were 
locked away in government archives. Now, every day a revelation: 
how atomic scientists, beginning in the 1940s, exposed thousands of 
Americans to radiation. The latest development is that the 
scientists did not simply make a mistake; they were warned what 
they were doing was wrong and did it anyway.

ARJUN MARKHIJANI [Institute for Energy Research]: 
reprehensible that this work was done. I think to have subjected 
people to enormous levels of radiation, to have irradiated pregnant 
women and vulnerable people, deserves to be condemned.

GEORGE STRAIT: At this school outside Boston, beginning in 
1946, government scientists experimented on dozens of mentally 
retarded teenagers, making them nuclear guinea pigs. The students 
were fed radioactive foods to study how food is digested. Parents 
signed consent forms but many of those forms never mentioned the 
radiation.
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them.

CONSTANTINE MALETSKOS:

George Strait, ABC News, Washington.

Here's ABC's Bettina Gregory.

could be compared to experiments performed by the Nazis in 
concentration camps during World War II.

according to Department of Energy 
His family has 

for compensation for these

I don't know that I would do it any 
differently now, given the conditions that were available at the 
time.

STRAIT: The Energy Department has established a hotline to 
try to find out more about these experiments. In two days it has 
been swamped with hundreds of calls from people who think that they 
or their family members have been used as unwitting guinea pigs by 
the U.S. Government.

DR. DAVID EGILMAN [Brown University[: As far as I know,
there's never been a benefit from any of this research.

BETTINA GREGORY: Jerry Moussa learned only a few months ago 
that his late uncle was injected with plutonium as part of a secret 
government experiment in a Rochester, New York hospital during the 
1940s.

Dr. Shields Warren of the Atomic Energy Commission was urged 
to use animals, not humans, for "political and scientific reasons." 
But that warning was largely ignored.

Even today, scientists involved in many of the studies defend 
Constantine Maletskos was part of the team that fed

radioactive food to those mentally retarded children in 
Massachusetts.

STRAIT: Scientists who reviewed these experiments say the
real tragedy is the victims were exposed to radiation for nothing.

SAWYER: Even before that hotline was hooked up, many of the 
people subjected to the radiation experiments suspected that 
something was wrong and were trying to get attention. What's 
changed is that now the government is listenings to them.

JERRY MOUSSA: He was nothing more than a laboratory rat.

GREGORY: Instead of getting a bone-marrow transplant, six-
year-old Duane Sexton was subjected to massive doses of radiation 
in the 1960s as part of a secret government experiment at Oak Ridge 
Laboratory in Tennessee, i
documents. He died of leukemia at age seven, 
fought but lost every battle * 
experiments, which extended into the early '70s.
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GREGORY:

And other congressmen are demanding the truth about

SENATOR JAMES SASSER [D-TN]:

Bettina Gregory, ABC News, Washington.

S4

GREGORY:
these experiments.

But today, for the first time, a United States 
Secretary of Energy said the victims of these experiments and their 
families should be compensated.

GREGORY: But these reports are hardly new. Seven years ago 
Congressman Ed Markey issued this report detailing 31 experiments 
done on 700 people, who ate, inhaled -or were injected with high 
doses of radioactive substances to see how long they would take to 
pass through their bodies. In 1986 Markey's call for compensation 
for victims fell on deaf ears.

SECRETARY OF ENERGY HAZEL O'LEARY: I am clear on the fact 
that there were people who were harmed that may have — they ought 
to have available to them^the means to be made whole.

And one of the most shocking 
things is that a pattern is emerging here. These experiments were 
conducted primarily on the most disadvantaged in our society.

GREGORY: The Energy Department says it does not have 
information about deaths or diseases from'these tests. But one 
government source at Energy said, "When the full extent of these 
radiation experiments is known, it will be a scandal of enormous 
proportions."

REP. EDWARD MARKEY [D-MA]: But for many years the Department 
of Energy was not a nuclear watchdog but a nuclear lapdog that did 
not protect the American public.

MARY SUE SEXTON [motherJ: We would just like to see that this 
never happens again to another child, or anyone. Not even an adult 
deserves this kind of treatment.
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teenage boys and others have emerged over recent days.
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On CNN's Morning News, O’Leary said the government is 
acknowledging the tests and studying them with follow-up and the

So, we've got to admit that, we’ve got to own it. And perhaps 
most importantly, I believe, we ought to be focusing on what is the 
appropriate standard for experimentation as we go forward.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: 1    
is certainly on what we've discovered, on lamenting and mourning 
the fact that the government, in this time of misguided — 
misguided pretense at secrecy, has really, apparently, applied some 
standards that would not be acceptable by today.

We'll begin with -a high-level call for 
compensation for the victims of some secret U.S. Government 
radiation experiments in the 1940s and ’50s. The Energy Secretary, 
Hazel O'Leary, told CNN today that Congress and the American public 
ought to decide the approximate payback. She says some six to 
eight hundred persons were exposed several decades ago to 
potentially harmful amounts of radiation, and some apparently 
without their informed consent.

COLLINS: The government has set up a hotline for those who 
think they might have been part of the U.S.-financed radiation 
tests. The number is 1-800-493-2998.
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KELLEY: What have you directed your agency to do?

So, this is a very long-term process.

them.

1 I

SECRETARY O'LEARY: 
to happen overnight.

KELLEY: But just to follow the folks who may or may not have 
been given the radioactivity, the iodine, or whatever else kind of 
experiment that's been done. But to follow these folks and to 
check their illnesses and to check and see what has happened to

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, first of all, I've directed my 
agency to open the door and seek to find all the information 
available. This is a tough piece, simply because information can 
be found in Massachusetts, in Washington State, all over the United 
States. So we're anxious, first of all, to get all of the 
information regarding studies, both classified and unclassified, in 
our hands so that we may assess it.

Most of these studies were done and shelved with no real 
intent to follow the human experiments at all. Our goal now is to 
identify what experiments were done and try to find these people,

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, it's very difficult for me to 
respond to that. If the follow-up means over time, there's nothing 
that I can say about that.

KELLEY: I know that^you have added staff to do so. Can you 
tell us at this point if you have found documented fatalities or 
illnesses involved?

No, we have not7 And I don't expect that
You have to recognize that we're talking 

about attempting to capture some 3.3 miles of information. That's 
all of the information that might be — that is classified within 
the realm within the Department of Energy today. That's a lot of 
information to be reviewed. And most importantly, we have to make 
certain that the right people are reviewing that data. And we've 
asked an eminent ethicist, Dr. Ruth Faden of Johns Hopkins in 
Maryland, to lead the effort to locate all of the data and begin to 
analyze it.

KELLEY: And while it will be a long-term process, and you 
talk about all the information you do have to go through, cne of 
the complaints or criticisms seems to be, in the reports that I've 
seen, is that there has been a complete — not complete, but quite 
a lack of follow-up.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Oh, absolutely. I'm in complete agreement 
with that criticism. And understand that I'm taking on now the 
responsibility to begin to try and do that.
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pass no one's ethical test.

KELLEY:

12

well, 
uncovering today.

KELLEY: And because of that tiae that's been allowed to pass, 
I did see in one report that perhaps records have been destroyed.

I think these are the things we need to be focusing on, as 
And that sight be the positive legacy of what we're

or, sore important, their families, and do follow-on studies. And 
the impression I want to leave with you is that this will be a 
difficult task because of the time that's been allowed to pass.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, what we have been able to discover 
so far is there's a very mixed bag with respect to consent. Most 
of us now understand the standards coming out of Nuremberg, which, 
first of all, require that any person who's subject to 
experimentation have knowledge both of the benefits and the 
downside of any experimentation, and give informed and voluntary 
consent. But perhaps the most important thing after that is the 
requirement that no human experimentation would be likely to cause 
harm. That's the standard by today's measure.

But I think where we really ought to be focusing now is 
certainly on what we've discovered, on lamenting and mourning the 
fact that the government, in this time of misguided — misguided 
pretense at secrecy, has really, apparently, applied some standards 
that would not be acceptable by today.

So, we've got to admit that. We've got to own it. And 
perhaps most importantly, I believe, we ought to be focusing on 
what is the appropriate standard for experimentation as we go 
forward. And one of the things we're clear about is that this work 
should not be done in a shroud of secrecy, it should not be done by 
a group of people who are accorded some higher level of moral 
responsibility, or forgiven a set of acts that by the light of day

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, I too have read that same 
information. And I think what we can do is put the net out and 
catch what's available, and also lament that that's not available.

The other piece that will be useful to us is the ability to 
find secondary data and information where original records have 
been lost or destroyed.

KELLEY: What have you been able to find out about the folks, 
allegedly, who were experimented on? If they were fully informed, 
if they gave informed consent, were they aware of the possible 
danger and what the research would be for?
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I'm not

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, let's go to the first piece.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Thank you.
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Now, those were not the standards in 1940 and 1950. 
excusing that.

KELLEY: And as you look at that/ whether.consent was given 
and whether it was fully informed consent, and also the standards 
of the time, what is the government prepared to do now? Could this 
happen again? And what about compensation for these folks? Would 
you expect some lawsuits or some sort of compensation to be looked 
at?

But one of the things we're after is to try and understand 
exactly how many experiments were performed with clear consent 
given and how many were not. And by all that we know and have read 
about the experimentation on the young retarded boys in 
Massachusetts, it would appear that no consent, by standard of 
today or by standard of the times, was given, simply because the 
people experimented upon were minors. Moreover, it appears they 
were mentally impaired and that their parents were not given 
adequate consent — adequate information upon which to consent on 
their behalf.

KELLEY: Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, we sure want to thank 
you for joining us this morning.

Two, it's clear to us that some of the people who were 
involved in both test and experimentation and releases of radiation 
have well passed the time for the statute of limitations. So they 
have no legal right against the government. There are others who 
still have legal rights and are now suing the government.

Airing this, in my view, will set the premise that this cannot 
happen again, because people now must demand that this work be done 
in the glare of publicity, that people have knowledge, and that 
some principles that meet an international standard are applied. 
And once again, the breath of fresh air into all of this ought to 
provide that groundwork to set the new ethical standard for doing 
research on human beings.

My view is that we must proceed with disclosing these facts 
and information, regardless of the fact of whether it opens the 
door for a lawsuit against the government. And many have 
suggested, and I tend to agree personally, that those people who 
were wronged need to be compensated. And we ought to go forward 
and explain to the Congress what has happened and let the Congress 
of the United States and the American public determine what would 
be appropriate compensation.
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KELLEY:
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And the Energy Department has set up a human 
experimentation hotline. It has been swamped thus far. If you 
think you may have been part of government-sponsored radiation 
research, you can call 1-800-493-2998, 1-800-493-2998.
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KELLEY:
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And joining us to talk about U.S. human radiation experiments 
during the Cold War is U.S. Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, whv 
this month directed her agency to determine how many of these 
studies were done and to try and find the participants.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, by our count there are at least 600 
to 800 persons who were subject to human experiments. What we're 
seeing now, as we begin the declassification process, of course, is 
event after event unfolding in the public.
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Buchenwald was a Nazi concentration camp where several human 
experiments were performed.

 who directed 
radiation experiments on people reportedly was warned that the 
program would invite comparisons to Nazi experiments. Today's New 
York Times says the warning is in a 1950 memo to a senior Atomic 
Energy Commission official. In a declassified memo, a biologist 
tells the official the government-sponsored radiation research 
using human subjects might have, and we are quoting, a little touch 
of the Buchenwald touch.

In recent weeks there have been reports of pregnant women 
given radioactive pills, infants injected with radioactive iodine, 
and mentally retarded boys given radioactive milk. This research, 
reportedly funded by the U.S. Government, took place in the 1940s, 
•50s and '60s.
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American tests.
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The government originally estimated as many as 600 people may 
have been involved in the nuclear experiments, but with so many 
hotline responses coming it, it's clear that number will go far, 
far higher. So high the Department of Energy now says it will hire

STEWART: ;
to atomic testing during the 1940s and '50s, but more and more are 
civilians from that era who unwittingly found themselves part of 
secret hospital and university experiments, all paid for by 
Washington.

JOHN ROBERTS: More and more details are coming to light about 
secret radiation experiments conducted bn American citizens during 
World War II and the early days of the Cold War. The New York 
Times reports this morning that the federal official who directed 
some of those tests was warned they might well be compared to Nazi 
medical experiments on concentration camp inmates.

Once all the survivors' names have been collected, Lite 
government will appoint an advisory board to decide what to do 
next. The list could grow into the thousands.

JIM STEWART: Hundreds of calls flooded the Department of 
Energy today from Americans who believe their government used them 
as nuclear guinea pigs.
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WOMAN [DOE hotline]:

Jin Stewart, CBS News, Washington.

>6

You'll need to send us a letter
describing as such “as “you~3ean about the exposure.

This week alone cane news Harvard researchers fed radioactive 
cereal to retarded boys at this school near Boston in the '50s, 
while last week Vanderbilt acknowledged giving radioactive pills to 
751 pregnant wonen. The object? To trace radiation in the body.

STEWART: When all the nanes have been collected in the claims 
exanined, the Department of Energy vows it will make the findings 
public.

SECRETARY OF ENERGY HAZEL O'LEARY: I recognize that almost 
daily the expansion of the data and the information regarding 
various tests and human experiments continues to come rolling out.
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BOB EDWARDS: Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary has set up a hot 
line to gather information about secret radiation experiments 
conducted by the federal government during the 1950s and '60s. The 
action was prompted in part by a series of reports in the 
Albuquerque Tribune last month detailing experiments conducted by 
the U.S. government on unsuspecting Americans after World War II.

Between 1945 and 1947, researchers working for the Manhattan 
Project injected 18 people with high concentrations of plutonium. 
Although information about these experiments first began coming out 
20 years ago, it wasn't until a report in the Albuquerque Tribune 
that the identities of those injected with plutonium became known.

Tim Gallagher is the editor of the Albuquerque Tribune series 
He says the experiments were prompted by a laboratory accident.

TIM GALLAGHER [Albuquerque Tribune Editor]:
chemist by the name of Don Matic at Los Alamos in
1944 who inadvertently swallowed a small amount of plutonium 
1/10,000th of a teaspoon. 
wonder what effects plutonium, which at the time

There was a 
the summer of

- -  ---- ----—..- about
That accident caused other scientists to 

- ■ ---- -1 was known to be
the most deadly chemical ever discovered by humans, they wanted to 
know what effect that would have on human beings in other uses be 
they atomic explosions or be they in any sort of gas or any other 
type of use, and how devastating it might be to the human body.

EDWARDS: Who were some of the guinea pigs, and did they know 
what was happening to them? y

Even Hazel O'Leary has admitted that none of the 

, -- » — ----- In the case of Elmer
Allen, he is the only one we've ever found any documentation that

.GALLAGHER: T - - 
victims knew what was happening to them.

indicates partial permission. ’
her father was not a terribly educated man and they may as well
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wouldn't have known what plutonium

But in the other 17 cases. we had woi i i

until the 1970s. »orritic cases. John was still alive up

Gateson in upstate Hew York, he was injected witi* 
peoole were iniertart-ui+h _ ® .Wlt“ plutonium.

mey round young children, a four-year-old bov suf^rin,, < 
cancer and injected him with nimu T3”' sutferin9 from 
people who they believed tcclose te’d^hy f°Und a11 kinds °f 
really telling them what they were dJiL ^hev '• and *ithout
of then. This flies in the Yfa«^"o? ^v^i"?

every medical ethic since the

has said we thought were being ^duSted onJJ i

And

yet a few lived a long

illness°lkS Wer6 1Gft tO liV® horrible,

Edith Charlton, a woman in upstate New York

variety of ailments and just lived a terriblv a
life after she was injected with plutonium
nZe® rela.ted to the-plutoniun injection or 00^18 still a mI?*’8®! 

some conjecture, but most of the doctors w» “tter
series of articles believe that the plutoniun Sia^Mect’he"

Mr. Allen had his leg amputated

oocrors wanted to see what- a. L-—. ahjc^d.„iniePP!? “e They toora Mn^8!^9
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was the one who lived the 
Others lived in 

but in many cases

,-./ho® we detailed
lived a life filled with a

into his veins. He

her life, we got her doctor's notes, 
variety of ailments and just lived

^n^st^H™ Uved ^^V^-af^e^^perioent r - - --

: w.rZ>l,° .y8a”..af??_r_,"’.e but in many cases

' horrible lives filled with

Gateson “Sps'tVte Sew Yort ^TwVs iSject^^ tOWn °f 

people were Injected^^^JSonl^a l̂i'J^1 eTdoT’ Ter 

they'd already been buried just so that DOE enuiri ™ after 
experiments on what plutonium did in thei? bodies. further

They found young children ‘ ""

?hey were putting peanut butter i 

i was.

of them, 
beginning of time.

*”? only ^Ha^^a^^'^' 

information about these experiments. refusing to release 

time EDWARDS: A11 were seriously ill and

becau« d^to^wanted to’se? wha’t hao-n^V 8f?*r.t*“ 

had injected the plutonic 189 ^ere «'*»'
of an experiment, and he lived another 44 years w^tl 9 J aS ?art 
because the government wanted to make him a guinea pig® 9' 3“8t
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Were you able to talk to any of the scientists who

Did they come to some conclusion about what happens

That,

17

EDWARDS: r 
were involved in the research?

EDWARDS: 1
to the body when there are large amounts of plutonium in it?

We have talked to folks at the University of California at 
Berkeley where most of the records on this experiment were kept, 
and it is a difficult thing in conjecture, at best, to try to 
recreate the mind-set of this American medical community after 
World War II and try to understand exactly what was going on inside 
the minds of these people that would cause them to do such a 
horrible thing.

It is clear that they found that plutonium — I mean, 
deduction tells you that they found that the effects of plutonium 
in the human body were devastating, Le 
experiments within a couple of years and, 
never tried them again.

The other part of the reason for the secrecy is that this is 
certainly a shameful, shameful chapter in American history. And it 
is never easy for the successors to admit what their predecessors

GALLAGHER: The conclusions reached as a result of these 
experiments have not been made public. All we know is that 
researchers today, Patricia Durbin at the Lawrence-Berkeley 
Laboratory, says that everybody relies on the data that was 
garnered from these experiments. This is the single most often 
used set of numbers. Everything goes back to this one set of data. 
It's all there is. And yet we have been unable to obtain exactly 
what the results of those experiments were. So if there are people 
using this data, we'd like to talk to them because we don't know 
what exactly the data says.

GALLAGHER: We talked to Glenn Seaborg, the inventor of 
plutonium who is still alive and living on the west coast. His 
reaction to this was that, no, I never meant this to be done on 
humans, but clearly, other people did think it was meant to be done 
on humans. In the other cases, most of the researchers and doctors 
have passed away, and ..all  we have are their notes.

EDWARDS: How much of the secrecy do you think has to do with 
security and fear of lawsuit, and how much just to the fact that 
you have a bureaucracy and this is a relatively new team?

GALLAGHER: I think it's clear that DOE is afraid for its 
backside. They know that out of the 18 families they are likely to 
be sued by 18. That, I think, is part of the reason for the 
secrecy.

I mean,

because they stopped the 
*, to our knowledge, have
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did wrong.

Tim Gallagher is an editor with the Albuquerque

18

EDWARDS:
Tribune.
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Also -in Boston, Constantine Maletskos, a former researcher at 
MIT who worked on that study.
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Secretary of Energy Hazel O’Leary recently ordered a full 
investigation by her department into these radiation experiments, 
and she joins us from Washington.
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And joining us from WCVB-TV in Boston, Frederick Misilo, the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Mental 
Retardation. He is heading up an investigation of a radiation 
experiment conducted on mentally retarded children in the late 
1940s.

JOAN LUNDEN:
years but whose full dimensions are only now really being revealed, 
as 32 million pages of documents are being made public. From the 
1940s to the 1970s, an unknown number of people were subjected to 
possibly dangerous doses of radiation, often without their informed 
consent, as part of experiments supported by the Federal 
Government.

Hazel O'Leary, I want to start with you, because why did you 
decide to begin this investigation now?

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Well, for two reasons. First of all, 
President Clinton, when we came into office, indicated to all of 
us, by executive order, that we were to declassify material that no 
longer needed classification because of national security interest. 
When I came into the job, I indicated to the public generally that 
I wanted to be very open and very honest with people. These were 
issues raised constantly to me during my confirmation process, and 
I was determined to open the door on secrets of the past.

While Kodio TV tepom endeowor* to oiwre occurocy ci motohol wppM by if, H connof be reiponaible lew mitiokes or omii»»ons 
Mo»»rio> Buodied b* Rod o TV teoo^i be used lo» &le o«d •. «...
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LUNDEN:

SECRETARY O'LEARY:

Can you tell us what's going on with this investigation?

That's right.FREDERICK MISILO:

Good norning, Joan.

20

Well, this is a very difficult piece to
examine because of the very broad nature of the experisentation 

And understand that part of lifting the veil of secrecy

Our first step is really to determine what exactly took place 
at Fernaid state school over 40 years ago. We've convened a team 
of physicians, researchers, academics, representatives from Harvard 
and MIT and representatives from the Governor's Commission on 
Mental Retardation, as well as our own DMR staff, to review the 
research and records from that time period. Specifically, we will 
examine all aspects of the research, including published and 
unpublished manuscripts and data relating back to that time.

LUNDEN: Mr. Misilo, one of the controversial studies include 
giving doses of radioactive calcium and iron to a group of mentally 
retarded children. Your problem now, ofcourse, X* to identify who 
these children were.

We want to attempt to locate the people who were involved and 
participated in this study, determine their current status and 
where they are today. We also want to examine the causes of death 
of those individuals who have since passed away during the . 
intervening years to determine whether or not there could be an 
linkages between their test participation and their death.

We also want to encourage people who may have been involved 
back in the late '40s and early *50s to use the Department of 
Energy's hotline of—1-800-493-2998 to provide the Department of 
Energy and the Department of Mental Retardation any information 
that they may have.

LUNDEN: I'm going to give that number again at the end of the 
segment.

When you look through all these documents now, how 
widespread do you think these abuses were? Have you been able to 
put your finger on that at all?

done. < .
involve these human experiments, as well as other details regarding 
nuclear testing.

So, we're just”beginning to get our hands on information.
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Did you aay that I feel good or...CONSTANTINE MALETSKOS:

LUNDEN:
And

LUNDEN:

LUNDEN: That's the most

that.

I want to bring Michael Guillen in here at thisLUNDEN:
point.

But that's the most important part.
dangerous part.

I think a big question, though, comes in when — why 
were the parents of these children not told about the experiment?

about the study, 
safe manner?

And remember that this is a radioactive tracer experiment. 
The idea was to find out what the nutritional characteristics are 
of certain cereals with respect to certain elements that are 
important to growing people.

Well, I read a quote somewhere where you say you 
still feel as good-today about the study as you did back then. 
I ask you why you feel that it was done in a safe manner.

21

I want to bring Mr. Maletskos in here because he was — Mr. 
Maletskos, you were involved in the study. And I think you've been 
quoted as saying that you feel as good today as you did back then 

And what makes you feel that it was done in a

MALETSKOS: I understand that. And I was not involved with 
that part of the experiment because I wasn't even at MIT at the 
time. The information I am positive, knowing Professor Harris was 
the head of the — who was the expert on the nutrition, and 
Professor Roblevans (?) was the head of the radioactivity center.

Because, I mean, what I'm hearing here, Michael, is that it 
was done with good intent in the end. But I also want to ask, did 
they know or do we know now — how much do we know about what 
constitutes a dangerous level of radiation?

MALETSKOS: Yeah. What I meant by that was that I'm talking 
about the experimental aspect of it, and I don't know that I would 
do it any differently now, given the conditions that were available 
at the time. It was all done under careful conditions of 
experiment, animal experimentation first, getting all the 
appropriate data.

MALETSKOS: Well, they were told about everything except the
use of the radioactive material.

I know that they both would have told the physician in charge of 
the school that radioactivity was involved. He'd have to know 

Why he excluded it, I don't have the slightest idea.
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LUNDEN:

Wow, that's a tough question, Joan.GUILLEN:

Yeah.LUNDEN:

GUILLEN:

l^obotoaiss.

Yeah.LUNDEN:

22

I think, short of Baking scientific curiosity a criae, I’b not 
sure exactly what you would charge scientists with.

Michael, leaving Mr. Maletskos's experiment aside, 
because he's not here to defend all scientists, but in general, 
some of these experiments that were done back then today would be 
considered unacceptably risky. Should scientists be held 
accountable ,^or this?

What confounds the whole situation even further is that there 
are at least three different kinds of radiation. I won't go into 
the technical names. But it depends"on. the kind of radiation 
you're exposed to, whether you ingest it or whether you're exposed 
to, what part of the body you're exposed to. All of that confounds 
the problem.

And one last thing. There is to this date a debate as to 
whether a little radiation will cause a little harm. There are 
some people who feel that you can absorb a certain amount of 
radiation without having no [sic] harm at all. There are certain 
mechanisms in the cells of the body, for example, that actually 
repair damage caused by radiation.

Let's be honest. For over 2000 years scientists
have done experiments that in retrospect horrify us. You know, 
it's easy to have Boral hindsight. I'b thinking of vivisections, 
when we used to cut people open to see how their internal organs 
functioned. I^obotomies. And even to this day, fetal tissue 
research or putting-baboon hearts into children Bight be looked 
upon as being sorally offensive to Bany people.

MICHAEL GUILLEN: Well, there are government regulations that 
set certain acceptable liaits of radiation. But I have to be 
honest with you, Joan. They're based on rather uncertain 
scientific data. To this day, we still don't know a whole lot 
about the effects of radiation on the human body. We know, for 
example, that 600,000 Billirems, which is a measure of radiation, 
will kill you. That's a lethal dose, on average. But what happens 
to the human body when it's exposed to small, low levels of 
radiation, such as happened in these experiments, over a long 
period of time, we don't know. Many of these experiments were 
meant to elicit results of that sort.
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Thank you, all.

We'll be hearing more about

23

Hazel O'Leary, I know you've set up a hotline number,
I just want to know, have you

And we thank all of our guests, 
this.

LUHDEN:
which I want to give in a minute, 
gotten a good response in so far?

GUILLEN: And I think most reasonable people are not prepared
to discourage scientific curiosity by making it against the law.

SECRETARY O'LEARY: Yes. We've gotten a tremendous response 
in less than a week of establishment of the hotline. And I think 
the reason the response is so great — and many people, first of 
all, are concerned and understanding or believing they or family 
members have been exposed~to experimentation — is the very fact 
that the public demand some high ethical standards be established 
around experimentation on human beings. And I believe that the 
interest that the public has shown really is focusing on this need 
to, first .-of all, remove the veil of secrecy, to.have a very open, 
informed public debate, and then establish a standard much higher 
than the standards that were in force during the '40s and '50s. 
And that's why there's so much public interest.

The Department of Energy has set up this toll-free line for 
anyone who may have been used in the federally supported radiation 
experiments. The number is 1-800-493-2998. Again, 1-800-493-2998. 
And that line is open from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Monday through 
Friday.

LUHDEN: And that, of course, is the reason for the
investigations Mr. Misilo and yours as well.

I've got to jump out here. I do want an opportunity, though, 
to give this number one more time.
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IRadiation
testing '
disclosed
■ Retarded boys used i 

for digestion 
experiments during
1.940S, 19b0s

Dwtort Clobr

WALTHAM, Mass. - Records 
at the Fernaid State School list 
them as "morons.'’ but the re­
searchers from the Masaaehucctta 
Institute of Technology and Har­
vard University called the retard­
ed teen-age boys who took part jn 
their radiation experiments “the 
Fernnld Science Club.’’

In the name of science, mem­
bers of the club would cot cereal 
mixed with radioactive milk for 
breakfast nr digest a scries of iron 
flupplcments that gave them the 
radiation equivalent nf at least 50 
chest X roys. From 1JH6 to 1950, 
scores of retarded teen-agers con. 
sumed radioactive food to help the 
i cscat diers better understand the 
human digestive process. 

“There is absolutely no ground 
tor caution regarding the quanti­
ties of radioactive substances 
which wc would use in nnr experi- 
rqents.” MIT biochemist Robert 3 
Harris assured Fcrnald’s superin- 
tandent in a letter proposing the 
roseaicli in December 1945. At 
least snme consent forms cent 
home to parents oi guardians do 
not mention radiation

THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE
Augusta, Georgia

Th<; cxperinienls at the Fer­
naid School, which almost certain­
ly would not be permitted today, 
arc one of the darker corners of 
Mascachusctta' atomic legacy.
Along with pioneering the field of ' 
nuclear medicine, come of the' 
state’s leading academic Institu-,' 
lions and hospitals also subjected; 
the terminally ill, the elderly and, 
others to radiation doses that are' 
considered unsafe today, often | 
with no possible benefit tothr test 

" subjects. :

Though never secret - re­
searchers published the results of 
the Fernaid studies in scholarly . I 
journals - details of the rcecsrch ' 
effort, funded partly by Quaker ' 

oats co. and the U.S Atomic En­
ergy Commission, have sat in 0 
jumble of boxes in the Fernaid 
School library until now .1

The Albuquerque Tribune of 
New Mexico sparked new interest ’ 
in human radiation experiments 
last month with harrowing ac­
counts of prisoners, mental pa­
tients and even pregnant women 
who were given plutonium nnd 
other radioactive material in gov­
ernment-supported research after 
World War II. U.S. Energy Secre­
tary Hazel O’!.®«ry has started a 
federal review of human l adiatiuu 
Experiments, promising to declas­
sify government documents that 
shed light on the subject.

■ “It's vory Jmporlnnt that the 
public begin to sec that secrecy at • 
bottom is what lota this happen ’ ’ 

Rush of the Human 
Nutrition Research Center at 
Tufts University in Medfo.d, who 
has written a book on radiation 

exposure to defense workers.
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Paper Says Radiation Test
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O'EaTy 
month to
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el)c ^cU« llork (times

While one researcher said that 
the radiation levels to which the 
boys were exposed were not 
harmful, other experts said there 
was no such thing as a safe level 
of exposure. The experiment ex­
posed the boys to radiation that 
was at least the equivalent of 50 
chest X-rays, The Globe reported.

The school sent a letter to par­
ents but did not mention radia­
tion. “We are considering the se­
lection of a group of our brighter 
patients, including your son, to 
receive a special diet,'* said a 
portion of the letter printed in The 
Globe. The boys were told that 
they were part of a science club. 

~.nergy Secretary Hazel R.

fti Used 19 Retarded Youths
Nineteen mentally retarded

boys who thought they were par­
ticipating in a science club in the
1940's and 1950's were actually
fed radioactive milk by scientists
who wanted to learn about the
digestive system, The Boston Sun­
day Globe reported.

The experiment is one of sev­
eral radiation studies from that
time that have come under ethical
scrutiny this year. The growing
number of questionable experi­
ments has led to a Federal inves­
tigation of radiation expenments
done on people.

The Massachusetts experi­
ments, carried out from 1946 to
1956, were done on retarded boys 
at the Femald State School in
Waltham, Mass. Scientists from
Harvard University and the Mas­
sachusetts Institute of Technol­
ogy fed radioactive forms of iron
and calcium to the boys, some­
times in their breakfast milk, to
study the body’s ability to digest
minerals, The Globe reported, 
quoting a scientist who participat­
ed in the studies and old school 
records.

O'Leary promised earlier this 
morilh to undertake an investiga­
tion of radiation experiments on 
civilians to learn if the volunteers 
gave consent and if they fully 
understood the risks.

A toll-free telephone line, (800) 
493-2998, has been set up by the 
Department to gather informa­
tion from people who think they 
may have been used in radiation 
experiments financed by the Fed­
eral Government.
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Detroit hospital exposed 
babies to radiation in ’54

DETROIT—Harper Hospital in Detroit 

-was one of five U.S. hospitals in which 
newborn babies were exposed to radioac­
tive iodine in 1954. The U.S. Enerav Denart- 
Ojept is trying to find at least ££5 people 
who were exposed to iodine 131, including 
TO at Harper. Hie government experiment 
was meant to detect a thyroid condition 
that could cause mental retardation, al- 

.. ^though the-isotope proved an unreliable 
means of testing. Researchers who con­
ducted the study apparently didn’t monitor 
the patients for subsequent health 
problems. But Harper spokeswoman Leigh 
Sullivan said Friday that the dosages were 
low and probably not harmful
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