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j^davers as part of those stu 
nffirials confirmed Friday. -

Because plutonium and ether radioactive 
fcnectih'Szans and bones, scien-

Althcugb thelab confirmed that Silkwood'a 
tody parts were analyzed, the identities of 
the other donors will not be revealed because

workers," Mclrnmy saM Friday. “We to

F-

know tew good our protection ia, and we 
have to know how good our models are for 
making estimates to ■workers for exposure.

The studies have been done tinder contract 
with the US. Transuranium, and Uramum 
Registries of Kchlaud, Wash. Los Alamos has 
been under contract since 1978 to analyze.aD 
of the registry’s human tissues but U pbasmg 
‘out its iavoivement la the program this 

month. , - ,
Before 1978, the fab bad been analyzing

«r Q human organa for their ratSonudide content
iiSU.ScrtppsHcwrdNewsSenfca V under its own program dating bark to 1959,
■ ALBUQUERQUE, NJd. — Smenbsts st -^sEshed sdemific-studies stew. The Alte- 
Los Abmns National Laboratory have eot • q^qtie Tribune discovered the studies as 

'tctteT^irned and dissolved organs from continuing investigation into ht>
nuclear worker Karen SUkwood and more maQ experiments with raffiatiom
than 1,500 other human bodies since 1959. of Silkwood'* body were analyzed at
• The researchers are trying to deterrame Alamos, lab officials coofirmed. SHkwood 
tile distribution of plutonium and other radio- u t pjatmium laboratory ana-
active substances in humans. lyst at Kerr-McGee's plutonium fuel-rod
1 The fab has reduced to ashes 11 whole prnce$$ing plant, ir. Crescent. Okfa.. when she 
cadavers as part of those studies, Los .Manos -frith radioactive materia!.

Because Plutonium ind otter .radioactive. She was Med in an automobSe mishap in 
ateS^srierT November 1974 while en route to give mfor- 

tists wanted to extract the materials to see nation to her umon representative mi a
how much remained in the bodies, said seten- New. York Times reporter about allegations
tist James F.McInroy. ’ . of safety viohtians -at. the plant. The story

By determining die radioactive resi°?e Ift made into the 1983 movie “SUkwcod"
bodies, scientists could calculate whit doses Streep titlc Io)e<
people actually received and could use the *

- information to set dose and safety standards

for nuclear workers, Wclnxoysaim
«

help develop'realistic protection
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Nuclear Lab Tested Bodies Of Karen
Silkwood, Others For Residue
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The Los Alamos Human Tissue Analysis Project

Introduction

<•
death for the measurement of actinide content.

Procedures for Obtaining Worker Tissue Samples

<

DRAFT

From 1959 to 1978, selected tissues from all former Los Alamos employees who were 
autopsied at LAMC were collected under the provisions of the hospital's autopsy

Autopsy and post-mortem analysis of tissues are long-established medical practices 
to learn about diseases and how to cure or prevent them. Prior- to establishment of 
the Registries, Los Alamos analyzed tissues from Laboratory workers who may have 
been occupationally exposed to radioactive materials. These analyses were used to 
evaluate the Laboratory's program for estimating worker exposure using urinalysis 
and, later, whole body counting, the primary measurement methods. This tissue 
analysis began in 1959.
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consent form. This is a permission form used by all hospitals. Permission forms

.ting in the death of a 
collect autopsy 

samples was given by the worker’s spouse. Radiochemical analyses of these tissues 
were used to estimate the plutonium content in this individual’s body. These date 
were compared to previous estimates made during the worker’s lifetime using 
urinalysis and whole body counting techniques.

In all, Los Alamos has analyzed specimens from 1J20 persons from 27 states, 
yielding 13,857 separate measurements. These numbers include both occupationally 
exposed workers and the general population. Samples are stored in freezers 
pending analysis. Some samples damaged. during storage were shipped to a licensed 
biohazardous material disposal company. During analysis, tissues are reduced to 
solution; most arc held for future study or for verification of earlier results.

©202 586 9987 DOE
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Los Alamos National Laboratory serves as ■ the human tissue analysis laboratory for 
the U. S. Transuranium Registry and the U. S. Uranium Registry. These Registries, 
operated by the Department of Energy, organize and maintain a database of nuclear 
industry workers to evaluate health and safety concerns related to occupational 
exposure to radionuclides called actinides. The Regisuy soliciis consent to colleau; 
medical and exposure histories from workers and the donation of their tissues after

1

The studies helped develop and evaluate regulatory standards for workers in the 
nuclear industry. The studies also helped develop and verify models needed to 
estimate organ doses from plutonium to better protect workers.

Tissue specimens from the general public were also studied at Los Alamos, starting 
in 1959. These studies helped determine the levels of plutonium in the tissues of the 
general population resulting from fallout from global above-ground nuclear tests.

This study began in 1959, following a criticality accident result! 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory employee. Authorization to c.

Since its establishment in the late 1960s, the Los Alamos Human Studies Review 
Committee has reviewed and approved these studies. Study results have been 
published in the open, scientific literature.

The Occupationally Exposed Worker Study
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What Has Been Learned from the Occupational Worker Study

drafe. 2
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The human tissue studies have yielded data useful for the development of 
regulations and standards for the protection of workers in the nuclear industry and 
the general population. Some examples follow.

Los Alamos tissue studies confirmed that plutonium is not uniformly distributed in 
bone, but is deposited on bone surfaces. Therefore, human bones with more surface 
area receive a higher concentration of deposited plutonium. Such data are 
impATtam for reasonable dose estimates and evaluation of plutonium’s potential 
contribution for producing related cancers.

allow the pathologist to remove for diagnostic, scientific, or therapeutic purposes 
tissues as judged to be proper by the attending physician or pathologist The 
purpose of collecting the tissues was to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
Laboratory’s ability to protect workers from overexposure to radioactivity 
(plutonium) and, if exposure had occurred, to estimate the workers’ internal 
deposition of plutonium.

AEC Establishes U. S. Tissue Analysis Program

@003
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Tn 1968 the Atomic Energy Commission established the National Plutonium Registry 
(now the U. S. Transuranium Registry) and, in 1978, the U. S. Uranium Registry, to 
provide data necessary to refine radiation protection standards for the actinide 
elements (plutonium, americium, uranium, and thorium).

All human tissues analyzed at Los Alamos for the Registries have consent forms 
authorizing the analyses. All participants in the U. S. Transuranium Registry and 
the U. .S. Uranium Registry have on file with the Registry informed consent 
documents, signed by the donor, next of kini and a witness.

Tissues from Registry donors were analyzed for plutonium at laboratories located at 
the Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratory, Richland, WA; the Rocky Flats Facility, 
Golden, CO; and at Los Alamos.

Los Alamos Becomes the Lead Human Tissue Laboratory

In 1978, when the Battelle tissue analysis laboratory closed, the Energy Research 
and Development Administration directed Los Alamos to become the lead laboratory 
for tissue analysis for the U. S. Transuranium Registry. Later, when the Rocky Hats 
tissue analysis laboratory closed, Los Alamos assumed the analysis of Rocky Flats 
worker tissues. In 1980, Los Alamos assumed responsibility for tissue analyses for 
rhe U.S. Uranium Registry.

Registry Expands Project Scope .
- - % -

In 1979, the Transuranium Registry initiated a program to solicit the donation of 
entire bodies from persons with well-documented and significant exposures to 
actinides. Analysing the entire body would provide data on skeletal distribution and 
retention that would enable researchers to extrapolate data from single bones in 
other cases. To date, Los Alamos has analyzed 11 whole bodies
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Studies of The General Population
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Tn 1973, the Los Alamos tissue project initiated collection of new specimens from 
areas not near nuclear facilities to serve as control groups. Samples were obtained 
from Illinois and Pennsylvania area residents. <■

urinalysis, were highly inaccurate. They tended to overestimate depositions by 
factors of 10 to IS or more- Tissue analysis data has contributed to improved models 
that now predict exposure deposition generally within factors of 1.5 to 2.

©202 586 9987 DOE
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Los Alamos studies of tissues from the general population began in 1959 with rhe 
collection of autopsy specimens locally at the Los Alamos Medical Center (LAMC). 
Study results were originally used as controls to determine background levels of 
plutonium for comparison with results from analysis of tissues from occupationally 
exposed individuals.

Los Alamos also received tissues from 36 individuals having died in New York City 
in 1968. These tissues were sent to Los Alamos through the AEC’s Health and Safety 
Laboratory (now the DOE Environmental Measurements Laboratory).

Data from the deposition of plutonium, americium, and uranium in the respiratory 
tract have been used to evaluate the effect of smoking habits on retention of these 
elements in the body.

Early models for estimation of whole body depositions of plutonium, based upon

The tissue studies have documented the retention and distribution patterns of the 
actinide elements in tissues and organs of occupationally exposed workers. These 
data are critical for realistic dose estimates to these organa.

The studies have provided data on the retention of plutonium ip lungs of workers. 
Residence time in the lungs has been determined to be much longer than predicted 
by animal studies.

Procedures for Obtaining General Population Tissue Samples

Tn all cases, pathologists were contacted, the scientific merits of the study were 
explained to them. Participating pathologists exercised the clause in their autopsy 
permit form that allowed them to collect tissues for scientific research. Except for 
people who died at the Los Alamos Medical Center, individuals were not identified to 
the Laboratory by name, only by hospital identification number or by autopsy 
number.

Study Expands Beyond Los Alamos

The general population study expanded into the Denver-Boulder areas at the 
request of Colorado Department of Health in 1970- The purpose was to evaluate the 
possible release of plutonium from the Rocky Flats Facility.. A similar study began 
in 1972 to evaluate the possible release of plutonium from the Savannah River 
Plant in South Carolina.

0004
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According to Los Alamos records, autopsy specimens were analyzed from 1,223 
individuals-
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Occupational Worker Study

DRAFT 4

Los Alamos • From 1959 until the early 1980s—autopsy permits allowed pathologists 
to collect samples for "scientific study." No general population samples have been 
collected ar Los Alamos since that time.

Colorado - contacts with hospitals were made by the Colorado State Department of 
Health, who arranged for specimens to be sent to Los Alamos. Tissues were collected 
from 1970 through 1985.

South Carolina - Los Alamos contacted the medical director at the Savannah River 
Plant. Area hospitals collected samples from 1972 through 1979 and sent them to Los 
Alamos.

0005
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General Population Study

The $ ftm pi ft load resulting from the Transuranium and Uranium Registries has been 
so large that Los Alamos has not analyzed general population tissues since 1980 
(exception: a few specimens have been analyzed at various times over the years, 
when the Registries sample load was low).

©202 586 9987 . DOE

2- 4-94 112:06PM ;

02/07/94

StNT BY:LANL

During 1994, the entire tissue analysis program is being relocated to Washington 
State University.

Illinois - Los Alamos contacted the pathology department at one hospital in Chicago. 
Samples were collected from 1973 through 1977 and sent to Los Alamos.

Pennsylvania - Los Alamos made contact with pathologists in Pittsburgh and Erie 
areas. Samples were collected from 1974 through 1985 and sent to Los Alamos.

Richland, Washington - Battellc Pacific Northwest Laboratories collected all 
samples analyzed at Los Alamos from 1975 to 1977.

- What Has Been Learned from the General Population Study

Most importantly, the data showed that levels of plutonium from fallout in the U.S. 
general population are small; populations near major nuclear facilities do not have 
significantly higher plutonium levels than those that do not live near such 
facilities. The analysis confirmed that major deposition sites of fallout plutonium 
were the respiratory tract, Ever and bone. The deposition patterns and retention 
factors measured are critical in identifying the level of hazard to the general 
population.

Current Status of Both Programs
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Ham near Sonldsr. Colo, Mclnroy saii Mchroy 7^ &<X2er-s
t LA^, prinjayaaSsecondEypowersouieeseswell

Ky^atTOE^tesmGeOT^PMnsylvania. ^rapteTthawei

All bur a few dozen samples had to be dis­
carded- A contractor removed them from the 
lab for mdneradon, Mdnroy said.

—h..   ■x-rcci’Te

Tissues from 1,520 people
tissues continues today, but the study of the appropriate regulatory standardsMclnroy 
general population stopped inaboot 198CL he said. Data from the program have been used 
said- to verify models that deduce from urine sam-

Ihe tissue analysis is spoisorod by DCE, plesa wxker’s exposure toplutonram. amer-

• win eke over the reseErch. and the samples
-■-Tn -v- ■— ■ wt____

Originally, the lab collected ’tissue from Langham, overestimaedpiutoniiim deocsi

lungs, liver; Jddney. bone, and lymph nodes

in^?^?\*htleJb0dL?1C^'y to^fatoninin Mdnroy

LANL employees, 124 individuals from Las and akelembutdiferem boaes

plutonium at work, and 117 individuals from

icist. said today that the lab has collected 
organs from both nuclear workers and ordin­
ary people — including hundreds of LANL 
workers and Los Alamos residents.

LANL began the studies in 1959 with 
organs collected during autopsies performed 
at Los Alamos MedlcslCenier. but ths study 
expanded to include samples from people 
elsewhere in New Mexico and the nation.

AH donors or their next of kin signed auto­
psy consent agreements that allowed the 
organs to be used for scientific research. 
Mclnroy said.!

The study of nuclear facilily workers’

to 15, Mclnroy said.
Studies from the samples also have shown

He sw to bed Hmpta 133 sidLlSeS^Sto 
jr aww —•__»•_ *j__ » _ ___~*r

Alamc» who wouldn’t have been exposed ® ferent amounts, he said. In
plutonium at work, and 117 individuals from dies indicate plutonium resides in the fyng*
elsewhere in New Mexico. Six of the 11 much longer than estimated by compaier 
wirele-bcdy donations were from LANL models.
employees. Mclnroy said. TnesmcEes also show that exposure levels

“Hieprogram was done to protect workers aren’t signifkamly different for people who

r
L d

I •
By STEPHEN r. SHANKLAND

Monitor Staff Writer
Los Alamos National Laboratory

researchers have been measuring plntoaium
levels in body pans from 1.520 people in 27
sates since 1959-

Originally, the lab cohected tissue from Langham, overestimated plutonium deocsi- 
five places inwMch plutonium collects: the tion in the body by as much as a factor of 10

But in 1979, the study was expanded to

models.
The studies also show that exposure levels

and the general population and to make do and don’t live n^r nuclear facilities.

Two whole bodies remain in storage at the pies, hut Balelle-Rjchbnd and Rocky flats 
Washington Stare University, he said. They withdrew by 1985. Since then LANL has 
won’t be shipped to LANL. he added. been the sole lab studying ths samples.

The lab has just completed its II th tijfiole- The lab stepped the general population
body study.Jjesaid.’rte bodies are dissected studies in about 1980 because the researchers 
during autopsy in Richland, then the tissues had only enough time for the DOE workers, 
were shipped to LANL. he said. Mclnroy said, although during lulls, some

LANL studied rhe general population and general population samples were analyzed. 
[ workers at Department of Energy nuclear Freezer
I faciliries. Mclnroy said. The DCS workers Almost an of the stored samples from 6ao
■ came primarily from LANL. the Hanford iodividuals from the geocral population had 
i Site in KcHand. Wash, and Rocky Flats t0 te dcsIroye£i because of a 1990 freezer 

Flam near moulder. Colo. Mclnroy sad. McIlcny saii ^e freezer’s
LANL tissue analysis eventually was pnm2:y a2d secondary power sources as well 

expanded to include samples of pwple who „ an system failed, he said, and the

i IHindis. Washington, and ocher sates. Mein- 
! roy said.

i Batelle Northwest Pacific Laboransy in
Richland. Wash^ and Rocky Flats also
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aicHy analyze some samples erf other pathologisu since then have 
wates that also were cansht been coUecdfig samples

Therasss'ch hegan in Los Alamos

respansfolefer making sure the con- Agency funded him to perfonn an 
sent -fonn was signed, he said. independent study to see whether

•   • ---- ------------- ” ---------- ----- walvav Ulv 1 **■ I ■ 1 M. J

ths organs would be used for the of participants who dyed in foe vicr

theywouldbecoosuIiecLbuLSOyeac L^L’S' ** wa5 011 off-

gonad, and adrenal gland tissue from 
700 individuals was shipped to

i
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The pathologist at the hospital was
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However, Nfclnroy said he didn't Rocky Flats caused health problems, 
know ifrhepatholQgsts informed fie Tbest«iy,caadi!ctedbyCobb.gotas 
participants or then-nexi of kin that for as analyzing fie lungs and livers 

—— —— ----- 1 J | ____f  _w  .V ■

studX- inityofRockyFlats.WhenEPAcon- '

Under today’s sandards. te said.

The rernaining unanalyzed bone.

Al973LANLpaperonfiepluto- LANL fix storage until funding 
mum studies said that paihologisrsG could be found to research them 
C. Lushbaugh and Michael Stewart Mclnroy said. These S»A samples' 
“performed the autopsies and now u-fli be shipped to Washington 
selected many of the samples." Lush- state Unrreshy. he said.

■ - — 0007
Gauldln
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(frora Page 1] baugh also was involved in other
-----—------------------------------------ radioactive material studies at 

“Any time we lose tissues. I con- LaNL. including monitoring where 
sider it a problenL" Mclnroy sard, radioactive, iodine-131 localized in 
"To me it whs a tragedy.’------------- human bodies after being ingested.

The samples, which lost fhdd as a Mclnroy verified that Lushbangh 
result <rf the thawing, wcuJfo’t have and Stewart eoHected many of the 
provided accurals data, but fie lab early samples, and added that several 
did quickly analyze some samples erf other pathologists since then have 
DOE waters fiat also were caught been cnlleeting samples 
in the thaw. EFA Samples

None of fie lost general papula- The research began in Los Alamos 
tion samples were from Los Alamos in 1959, bar expanded in 1970 to 
residents, Mclnroy said. include samples from fie Colorado

Informed Consent? Department afHealfi. The Colorado
Mdhroy said all organs were officials were concerned about peo- 

domiedwiihthecoBScniofafoartiie pie who lived near DOE's Rocky 
donor or his next often, who signed Hals Plant which pin,
autopsy consent farms at Las Ala- tonium parts of wcaoons.
nras Medical Center or other hasp- Mdnroylaid.

fils- He autopsy consent forms The LANL study determined fiat 
aufinized fie exammation of fie plutonium levekwmiTr<Tgn;fFr<;nt- 
bodytodeimminetheesnsscideath. ly higher far-people living near 
or for scientific study; Mclnroy sakL nuclear faenttieg th^n fw those who 

In 1959. it was Los Alamos policy didn’t live near n.u-r^r 
to autgisy tn Los Alamos deaths at Bur a Denver-area

John Cobb, disagreed
The Environmeiial Protection

ago. the standards were different he
said.
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STATE OF THE UNION:
WATER, SUPERFUND GET 

(BRIEF) HONORABLE MENTION

## ## ##### ##### 
## ## ## ## ##

STATE LINES
VERMONT papers in uproar over 

Senate GOP's rejection of deve­
lopment review board nominees.
NORTH CAROLINA wetlands de­

velopment up, amphibians down.
MARYLAND gov. urges farmers 

to cut fertilizer use. (#15-21)

MIXED MESSAGES ON RENEWABLES
Utilities across America are 

cutting their alternative 
energy budgets in the face of 
cheap conventional supplies.

But NY Gov. Cuomo taps David 
Freeman and his ’’radical 
innovation" to head a major 
statewide utility. (#8-9)

Pres. CLINTON delivered 
his State of the Union 
address last night, which 
included quick mentions of 
a few enviro issues amid a 
laundry list of 
presidential initiatives.

Clinton asked Congress to 
reauthorize the nation's 
clean water laws and to 
reform Superfund.
He also included "envi­

ronmentally sustainable 
economic growth" among his 
foreign policy priorities.

Several papers offered 
outlooks on legislative 
action for '94. Overhaul 
of the mining law and 
elevation of the EPA are 
seen as Clinton's best 
prospects for victory.

Renewal of the water 
laws, wetlands action and 
Superfund reform are seen 
as "less certain." (#1-2)

WORLD TIMBER PACT DUE TODAY
Over enviro objections, 50 

timber-producing nations are 
expected to sign accord. (#22)

Full index on page 2.

THE CURSE OF CLINTON/GORE?
Environmental groups face 

fewer members, tighter budgets. 
Leaders cite friendly admin­
istration, poor economy. (#3)
Meanwhile, "wise use" forces 

complain of "an assault on the 
West." Leader profiled. (#4)

============== QUOTE OF THE DAY ============== 
"This year, we must also do more to support 

democratic renewal and human rights 
and sustainable development all around the world."

— President Clinton, in last night's 
State of the Union address. (#1)
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## ### ##### #### #### ## ###### ## ## ##### #### 
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STATE REPORTS
Bill introduced to reform state's oil and gas law. (#15) 
Gov. Jones budgets $600K for enviro service corps. (#16) 
Gov. urges farmers to do more for Chesapeake Bay. (#17) 
Wetlands loss cited in amphibian decline. (#18)
Group calls for boycott to push refillable bottles. (#19) 
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============== FACT OF THE DAY ==============
Farming contributes more than 40% of the nitrogen pollution 

in the Chesapeake Bay. (#17)

Enviros say new timber accord falls short. (#22) 
US enviro group tries to sink Norwegian vessel. (#23) 

Post-Rio strategy is nothing new, enviros charge. (#24) 
JAPAN: Court links SOx, but not NOx, to illness. (#25)
HONG KONG: Warning issued on toxic fish. (#26)
CANADA: B.C. premier in for fight with European enviros. (#27)

MARKETS AND MANAGEMENT
ENVIRO TECH: UK firms "lagging"; Germany on top. (#12) 
ELECTRIC CARS: Big Three ready to flex lobbying muscle. (#13) 

Clean-fuels project approved in California. (#14)

SOCIETY AND POLITICS
ENVIRO GROUPS: Membership down; theories abound. (#3) 
"WISE USE": Movement's "legal gunslinger" profiled. (#4)

WASTES AND HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES
RADIATION TESTING: Experiments continue, O'Leary says. (#6) 
PESTICIDES: Chem group backs quicker cancellation process. (#7)
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SOCIETY AND POLITICS====: :=====

*3 ENVIRO GROUPS: MEMBERSHIP DOWN; THEORIES ABOUND 
Declining memberships and tighter budgets are "becoming 

common" to many of the nation's biggest enviro groups, "which are 

STATE OF THE UNION II: "TRIUMPH" PREDICTED ON MINING, EPA 
Pres. Clinton "can be expected to triumph on [environmental] 

issues already in the pipeline, while being forced to delay 
others," writes USA TODAY'S Richard Wolf. Among the laws "likely 
to pass" are reform of the 1872 Mining Law and elevation of EPA 
to Cabinet level. The prospects are "less certain" for clean 
water, wetlands and Superfund initiatives (1/26).

WATER
Clinton favors changes in the Safe Drinking Water Act to 

give state and local governments more flexibility. He also 
proposes requiring EPA to set standards for "only the most 
hazardous" drinking water pollutants.

A pending Senate bill "largely mirrors" Clinton's plan. But 
a bill in the House may include health-care issues, "possibly 
delaying action on clean water" (PHILA. INQUIRER, 1/26). 

BUDGET
"Faced with steep budget cuts," the Interior Dept, will cut 

860 jobs in its personnel division alone (L.A. TIMES, 1/26). 
However, EPA Administrator Carol Browner has told GREENWIRE 

she is "optimistic" about an increase in her agency's operating 
budget (GREENWIRE 1/20 #1), and State Dept. Counselor Timothy 
Wirth told GREENWIRE he expects an increase to be proposed for 
international family planning aid (GREENWIRE 1/24 #1).

SMALL BUSINESS
Small-business advocates will push this session for "relief 

from environmental regulations, notably" Superfund and the 
nation's water laws (Jeanne Saddler, W.S. JOURNAL, 1/26).

STATE OF THE UNION: CLINTON MENTIONS WATER, SUPERFUND LAWS 
President Clinton delivered his State of the Union address 

before a joint session of Congress last night. The following are 
environmentally related excerpts. (Official transcript, 1/25.)

LEGISLATION: "As we protect our environment, we must invest
in the environmental technologies of the future which will create 
jobs. This year we will fight for a revitalized Clean Water Act 
and a Safe Drinking Water Act and a reformed Superfund program."

DEFENSE CONVERSION: "As we reduce defense spending, I ask 
Congress to invest more in the technologies of tomorrow. Defense 
conversion will keep us strong militarily and create jobs for our 
people here at home."

GLOBAL ISSUES: "There are still dangers in the world: 
rampant arms proliferation, bitter regional conflicts, ethnic and 
nationalist tensions in many new democracies, severe 
environmental degradation the world over. ... As the world's 
greatest power, we must therefore maintain our defenses and our 
responsibilities. ... This year, we must also do more to support 
democratic renewal and human rights and sustainable development 
all around the world. ... We will seek early ratification of the 
treaty to ban chemical weapons worldwide. And earlier today we 
joined with over 30 nations to begin negotiations on a 
comprehensive ban to stop all nuclear testing."
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EXPERIMENTS CONTINUE, O' LEARY SAYSRADIATION TESTING:*6

scrambling to explain the decline." Some suggest that a "slow 
economy and increasing competition" among different enviro groups 
are damaging membership efforts. Others fear people may percieve 
there is "less urgency now" about enviro issues since there is a 
"more environmentally friendly atmosphere" in Washington, DC with 
Clinton as president.

Between 1980 and 1990, while Presidents Reagan and Bush were 
in office, the Sierra Club's membership rose from 181,773 to
629,532. But since then it has dropped to about 550,000. 
Greenpeace USA has slashed its budget from $65 million in 1990 to 
$43 million in 1993. The National Audubon Society, which is 
confronting a $3.2 million deficit, has eliminated 11 staff slots 
and is "reducing travel and consultant expenditures."

Smaller membership rolls for enviro groups could "make 
political leaders believe environmental issues no longer need 
attention," said Mary Hallinan of the Dayton, OH Environmental 
Advisory Board. Hallinan: "You need to be able to demonstrate 
the strength of your position. For that, you need people" 
(AP/Cleveland PLAIN DEALER, 1/25).

*5 SMOG CHECK: WILSON TO RESUME TALKS WITH EPA; DEADLINE 1/27
California Gov. Pete Wilson (R) yesterday agreed to resume 

talks with the Clinton admin, over strengthening CA's vehicle 
Smog Check program, but made 1/27 the deadline for reaching a 
"final agreement with appropriate mutual guarantees in writing." 
A letter to EPA Administrator Carol Browner from Wilson's 
environmental secretary, James Strock, said that the deadline 
would allow a settlement to be written into legislation and 
forwarded to the governor by 2/2, Wilson's deadline for signing a 
Smog Check bill passed by the legislature last week. The letter 
also laid out conditions necessary for an acceptable compromise, 
including protections against throwing Smog Check garages out of 
business. EPA demands that Smog Checks and vehicle repairs take 
place at separate facilities (Carl Ingram, L.A. TIMES, 1/26).

"WISE USE": MOVEMENT'S "LEGAL GUNSLINGER" PROFILED
Wyoming lawyer and fifth-generation rancher Karen Budd-Falen 

is developing a reputation as the "legal gunslinger of the 'wise 
use' movement" by defending Western land users from federal and 
state interference. Budd-Falen: "There's an assault on the West 
coming from people who don't know anything about our lifestyles 
at all." National Wildlife Federation attorney Tom Lustig calls 
the attorney's work "the reincarnation of the Sagebrush 
Rebellion." After working under James Watt at the Interior 
Department and the conservative Mountain States Legal Foundation 
in Denver, Budd-Falen, with her husband, founded a law firm 
concentrating on natural resource issues.

Budd-Falen "first sprang to national prominence" in 1989 for 
helping Catron County, NM battle US Forest Service efforts to 
restrict logging in Mexican spotted owl habitat. Her argument 
that the National Environmental Policy Act gives counties some 
say in the use of federal lands sparked the "county movement," 
which has spread to Arizona, WY and other states (Judith Kohler, 
AP/ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL, 1/23).



ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

*8

Energy Sec'y Hazel O'Leary said yesterday that the 
government continues to sponsor radiation experiments involving 
humans, but all have obtained the consent of participants. 
O'Leary's acknowledgment came in testimony before the Senate 
Governmental Affairs Cmte., which is investigating government 
Cold War-era radiation experiments. O'Leary said full 
information about the experiments probably won't be available for 
at least a year (Michael Ross, L.A. TIMES).

O'Leary said the DOE is still conducting about 200 to 260 
experiments on humans, about 40% of which involve low doses of 
radiation. She added that Pres. Clinton would soon issue an 
executive order instructing federal agencies to halt any 
experimentation being conducted without proper consent. Sen. 
John Glenn (D-OH) , chairman of the committee, ’’constantly sought 
assurances ... that no 'rogue operators' were currently involved 
in unauthorized experiments.” He ’’grilled” witnesses, asking 
them whether a federal law was necessary to prevent the 
government from conducting experiments without permission. 
O'Leary reiterated her promise to release all documents related 
to the environment, health and safety, "as long as their release 
doesn't threaten national security” (Lacrisha Butler, Gannett 
News Service).

O'Leary, "who concedes she may have opened a Pandora's box” 
by pressing for government records on radiation testing: ”As far 
as we have been able to ascertain, the department is not 
conducting any experiments that violate medical, ethical 
standards or the Nuremberg codes” (AP/mult). (Above cites, 1/26.) 

UTILITIES: ALTERNATIVE ENERGY R&D UNDER PRESSURE
All around the nation's $165 billion electric utilities 

industry, research and development budgets for low-polluting 
energy sources are under pressure. Research spending has been 
flat for about five years and industry estimates it will drop 2% 
in 1994. The ’’steep drop” in crude oil prices since 11/93 and 
slow-growing demand for electricity have made the "futuristic 
world of biofuels, photovoltaic cells and high-tech wind 
turbines" seem less relevant. Utilities researchers "still beat 

*7 PESTICIDES: CHEM GROUP BACKS QUICKER CANCELLATION PROCESS 
The National Agricultural Chemicals Association is seeking 

changes to pesticide legislation that would "help speed the 
process for taking dangerous pesticides off the market." The 
industry-backed bill is sponsored by Reps. Richard Lehman (D-CA), 
Thomas Bliley (R-VA) and Roy Rowland (D-GA). But EPA chief Carol 
Browner has criticized the bill, saying it would add to the time 
it takes to "eliminate adverse effects instead of streamlining 
procedures as we have proposed."

As now crafted, the bill would expedite the process of 
"cancellation," under which the EPA can rescind a harmful 
pesticide's registration. Although NACA and the administration 
have clashed over "many key areas of pesticide and food safety," 
NACA President Jay Vroom believes that "the chance is greater 
than 60 to 70%" that a bill will be presented this year to Pres. 
Clinton for his signature (CONGRESS DAILY, 1/24).

NACA, in a position paper, explained its interest in 
"streamlining" the cancellation process: "Unnecessary delays 
erode public confidence in our products, and in EPA's ability to 
regulate them" (GREENWIRE sources).
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their drums for clean, renewable energy sources, but the voices 
of their cost-conscious colleagues are growing louder." Some 
utilities are scrapping plans for major renewable fuel projects 
(Robert Johnson, W.S. JOURNAL, 1/26).

UTILITIES II: "VISIONARY" TO HEAD NY POWER AUTHORITY
New York Gov. Mario Cuomo (D) yesterday named S. David 

Freeman, "who has brought radical innovation to several public 
power agencies," as president and CEO of the NY Power Authority. 
As chairman of the Tennessee Valley Authority, Freeman abandoned 
or shut down eight nuclear reactors; at the Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District, he closed its Rancho Seco nuclear plant, bought 
customers' old, inefficient refrigerators, and planted trees near 
houses to reduce demand for air conditioning.

"David Freeman is vision incarnate," said Peter Bradford, 
chairman of the NY Public Service Commission. But Carl Goldstein 
of the US Council for Energy Awareness, a pro-nuclear group, 
said, "I hope he felt comfortable in that scenario last week," 
when eastern utilities experienced electricity shortages during 
extreme cold weather. In an interview. Freeman said he was 
motivated "more by the opportunities than the problems," and that 
he is "not anticipating any funerals" for troubled NYPA nuclear 
plants (Matthew L. Wald, N.Y. TIMES, 1/26).

*11 BALD EAGLES: ABC TOUTS "ENVIRO EFFORTS" IN RECOVERY 
"Bald eagles are skimming the [Mississippi] river [and] 

sailing the tree tops in astonishing numbers," reported ABC's 
Erin Hayes. "There are so many of them because, thanks to 
environmental efforts the past 20 years, the American bald eagle 
is making a comeback from near extinction." World Bird
Sanctuary's Walter Crawford: "We have seen a very slow building 
of the population. I think what we've reached here is a plateau 
now where the population is rebounding better than we even had 
hoped for" ("World News Tonight," 1/25).

*10 GEOTHERMAL: DRAFT EIS SUPPORTS CONSTRUCTION OF OREGON PLANT 
The first geothermal energy plant at the dormant Newberry 

Volcano southeast of Bend, OR has attained tentative approval 
from the US Forest Service. The Deschutes National Forest 
proposes to allow construction of the $110 million, 33-megawatt 
power plant during the next three years, according to a 600-page 
draft enviro impact statement (EIS) due out this week. The 
facility would be built and operated by California Energy 
Exploration Inc., through a partnership with the Eugene Water and 
Electric Board and the Bonneville Power Administration, 
than 15,000 residences could be powered by the plant.

If the pilot project is successful, the operators may seek 
to expand the plant. The operation would be outside of the 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument, "created in 1990 with 
provisions for future adjacent geothermal production." The EIS 
requires that the facility be built so as to "shield visitors to 
the monument from the sight, sound and smell of geothermal energy 
production." Deschutes officials expect to make a final decision 
on the plant this summer (Scott Maben, Bend BULLETIN, 1/24).

*12 ENVIRO TECH: UK FIRMS "LAGGING"; GERMANY ON TOP
British firms are failing to capture the new international 

markets for environmental technology, says a report that claims
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British industry is "lagging well behind Germany." The report, 
which analyzes responses from 300 British companies, was 
conducted ahead of one of this spring's leading trade exhibitions 
for environmental technology. The analysis by Environmental 
Policy Consultants found that enviro regulation is the driving 
force behind the market's growth. More than 75% of the 
respondents said UK legislation was the reason for their 
customers buying environmental technology, and 61% gave European 
legislation as the main factor. Ministers have emphasized that 
"greener" can mean "richer." However the report stresses that 
while the costs of regulation are born by UK firms and customers, 
"much of the value of the market" in enviro tech "goes overseas." 
The US EPA estimates that the world market for enviro products 
and services is $200 billion; the survey estimates that German 
companies have captured 21% of the market (FIN. TIMES, 1/26).

*13 ELECTRIC CARS: BIG THREE READY TO FLEX LOBBYING MUSCLE
At a 2/1 meeting in Washington, DC, the environmental chiefs 

of 12 states — from Virginia to Maine — are expected to vote on 
whether to ask the EPA to give the green light to California- 
style air pollution regs for 12 Northeastern states. In response, 
the Big Three automakers are expected to "muster all of their 
lobbying might" in an effort to "thwart" the proposed laws that 
would force them to sell electric vehicles in the 12 states. 
Detroit has developed prototype electric cars, but "argues that 
they are not commercially viable." But the 12 states and the 
District of Columbia say they "need electric vehicles to comply" 
with the Clean Air Act. The Big Three have offered to build 
cleaner gasoline-powered cars "sooner than required by federal 
law if the states drop their demand for electric vehicles" 
(Reuters/ORLANDO SENTINEL, 1/25).

*14 CHEVRON: CLEAN-FUELS PROJECT APPROVED IN CALIFORNIA
The Richmond, CA city council early yesterday unanimously 

withdrew a demand to require Chevron to donate almost $60 million 
to community programs in exchange for a permit to upgrade its 
refinery. Instead, the council approved Chevron's $660 million 
clean-fuels project and adopted a separate, $3.5 million package 
of community donations from the oil giant. The council "conceded 
that fear of legal action from the oil firm contributed to its 
decision." Enviros had denounced the planning commission's plan 
that would have forced Chevron to pay $2 million a year for 30 
years to a community foundation for health, education and public 
safety programs in exchange for permits to upgrade its Richmond 
refinery. Chevron is investing millions of dollars at the 
refinery to meet federal requirements to produce cleaner-burning 
fuels by 1995 (Dan Reed, S.F. CHRONICLE, 1/25).

*15 COLORADO: BILL INTRODUCED TO REFORM STATE'S OIL AND GAS LAW 
"Seeking to avoid a repeat of an ugly legislative battle," a 

select committee has drafted a measure designed to reform 
Colorado's oil and gas law. But the bill avoids the "highly 
contentious" issue of surface damages, which killed last year's 
attempts at oil and gas reform. A draft of the legislation made 
available last week says the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission would be given broader authority in regulating the oil 
and gas industry, "including a provision that would allow it to 
deny permits for oil and gas companies that repeatedly violate 
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*17 MARYLAND: GOV. URGES FARMERS TO DO MORE FOR CHESAPEAKE BAY 
A "sobering lecture" from Maryland Gov. William Donald 

Schaefer (D) "overshadowed" events staged on 1/25 to celebrate 
farmers' contributions to the Chesapeake Bay cleanup effort. 
Schaefer: "If we're really deadly serious about cleaning up the
bay, we've got to do more." Schaefer said that he was "tempted" 
to endorse a bill by state Sen. Gerald Winegrad (D) that would 
mandate controls on farm runoff unless more farmers took part in 
voluntary pollution-control programs. Farming contributes more 
than 40% of the nitrogen pollution in the bay, studies show.

But the Maryland Farm Bureau released a report showing that 
MD farmers do more than farmers in most states to cut fertilizer 
use and erosion. Of the MD farmers surveyed, 55% "practice[d] 
conservation" in the way they tilled their land, compared to a 
national average of 35% (Timothy Wheeler, Balto. SUN, 1/26).

NORTH CAROLINA: WETLANDS LOSS CITED IN AMPHIBIAN DECLINE 
The transformation of woodlands and wetlands into shopping 

malls, golf courses, pine plantations and apartment complexes has 
"stripped many of the state's amphibians of the habitats they 
need to live and reproduce." Of North Carolina's 72 species of 
amphibians, nearly 25% are listed as endangered, threatened or of 
"special concern." Another 10% are in decline. "Hardest hit" 
have been amphibian species that migrate to temporary ponds to 
breed; 60% of these species are "in trouble."

Scientists say such losses "may be the first sign" of a 
general decline in the environment, "like a canary dying and 
signaling danger in a coal mine." But not all scientists agree 
with the "canary in the coal mine" parallel. Joe Pechmann, 
research assistant at the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory in 
Aiken, SC: "The implication has been that something has been 
happening to amphibians that hasn't been happening to other 
organisms, and it's not really clear whether that's the case" 
(Caroline Dopyera, Raleigh NEWS & OBSERVER, 1/23).

*16 KENTUCKY: GOV. JONES BUDGETS $600K FOR ENVIRO SERVICE CORPS
Saying that they want to be "good cops" on environmental 

issues, officials in Gov. Brereton Jones' (D) admin, have 
budgeted $600,000 to start a service corps that will help 
communities and businesses plan and implement enviro programs. 
Pres. Clinton's plan for a national service corps helped inspire 
the proposal. Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Cabinet Sec'y Phillip Shepherd: "It's really critically 
important that we establish in this cabinet an outreach program 
that is explicitly service oriented." In addition, the admin.'s 
budget would fund an $8 million air-quality program by nearly 
doubling the fees industries pay to pollute the air. The cabinet 
also wants to add staff to the KY Nature Preserves Commission and 
has set aside about $500,000 for the commission to purchase land 
(Fran Ellers, Louisville COURIER-JOURNAL, 1/25).

commission rules." The bill would also give the commission more 
responsibility for protecting environmental and agricultural 
commodities like groundwater and topsoil. Commission Director 
Rich Griebling: "I don't think anybody views it as a perfect 
bill. I think everybody that was involved compromised" (Mike 
Taugher, GREELEY TRIBUNE, 1/23).
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*22 FORESTS: ENVIROS SAY NEW TIMBER ACCORD FALLS SHORT
Fifty tropical timber producing and consuming countries are 

due to adopt a new timber accord today after two years of 
negotiations. The deal, replacing the 1983 International 
Tropical Timber Agreement, calls for all tropical timber exports 

*19 OREGON: GROUP CALLS FOR BOYCOTT TO PUSH REFILLABLE BOTTLES
The Oregon State Public Interest Research Group is telling 

consumers that they should boycott Cub Foods because it no longer 
stocks refillable bottles of any kind. The store has a new, 
automated system for returning cans and bottles for the deposit; 
the machine automatically crushes glass bottles for recycling and 
gives the customer a voucher to take to the cashier. Jeanne Roy 
of Recycling Advocates says that recycling is good, but reusing 
containers is better. Cub President William Long said the 
machines save labor costs, keep the store more sanitary, and 
comply fully with the Oregon Bottle Bill (John Grund, Portland 
OREGONIAN, 1/21).

*21 VIRGINIA: STATE SETTLES WITH EPA OVER LEAKS AT TANK FARM
Late in 12/93, Virginia reached a final settlement with the 

EPA over the agency's 1991 complaint that VA had mishandled 
toxics at a state-owned fuel tank farm near Williamsburg. State 
officials "admitted no wrongdoing" but agreed to a $37,500 fine, 
which will fall to $15,000 if VA takes steps to prevent leaks at 
five underground tanks at VA prisons. Those improvements will 
cost about $100,000. Originally, EPA had sought to fine the 
state $162,500 for leaks of fuel from underground tanks and toxic 
PCBs from electrical transformers in pump houses. Meanwhile, the 
$17.2 million cleanup effort at the tank farm continues. VA 
officials are negotiating to split cleanup costs with the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, which formerly owned the site (William 
Ruberry, RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH, 1/25).

VERMONT: DEVELOPMENT BOARD FRACAS — HOW'S IT PLAYING?
The Vermont Senate's rejection last week of three nominees 

to the state Environmental Board (GREENWIRE 1/21 #18), which 
oversees implementation of Act 250, VT's development review law, 
has garnered substantial editorial reaction. Most papers are 
critical of the Republican-controlled Senate.

Barre TIMES ARGUS: "Such blatant political posturing [by 
the Senate GOP] will actually make permit reform — as well as 
other needed bipartisan action — harder to obtain" (1/22). 

BRATTLEBORO REFORMER: "If Republicans have a problem with 
Act 250 — indeed, many Democrats do too — they should try to 
reform it. But the Senate GOP's power play-politics ... do 
nothing to advance their, or businesses', interests" (1/21). 

RUTLAND DAILY HERALD: "The Republicans have succeeded in 
showing that they have power and that they have the arrogance to 
use it unwisely" (1/22).

ST. ALBANS MESSENGER: "The Republicans lost far more than 
they gained and cheated Vermonters out of the debate they needed 
to hear" (1/20).

West Lebanon (NH) VALLEY NEWS: "Republican senators, eager 
to show their concern over regulatory obstacles to business 
development, have succeeded in bringing a number of projects with 
pending appeals to a grinding halt. It's not the partisanship 
that bothers us, it's the stupidity" (1/22).
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to come from sustainably managed forests by 2000. Consumers, 
including the US, Europe, Canada and Russia, will issue a "formal 
statement" pledging to follow similar conservation rules. The 
pledge is not legally binding, and the pact does not include 
temperate and boreal woods, both of which enviros criticized 
(Frances Williams, FIN. TIMES, 1/26). Rich nations also have not 
yet allocated new funds for tropical forest management, according 
to the World Wide Fund for Nature (AP/JO. OF COMMERCE, 1/26).

*23 WHALING: US ENVIRO GROUP TRIES TO SINK NORWEGIAN VESSEL
An enviro group attempted to sink a Norwegian whaling boat 

on 1/24 to protest Oslo's resumption of commercial whaling, 
according to Norwegian police. Norway resumed "limited" killing 
of minke whales last year, despite a moratorium imposed by the 
International Whaling Commission. Santa Monica, CA-based Sea 
Shepherd claimed responsibility for the act, leaving a note on 
the vessel. "When nations do not heed the law, it is the duty of 
concerned citizens to enforce the law against the offending 
nation," the note said (JO. OF COMMERCE, 1/25).

*24 UK: POST-RIO STRATEGY IS NOTHING NEW, ENVIROS CHARGE 
Every facet of British citizens' lives will have to change 

to bring national economic development in line with the global 
environment, the government warned yesterday. Everything from 
trade policy to shopping would be affected. Prime Minister John 
Major said, releasing four "bulky" follow-up reports on the 1992 
Rio Earth Summit. "Quite painful political action," he said, 
including increased fuel taxes, would be necessary. But enviros 
said they found no new policies in the 500 pages of documents. 
Fiona Reynolds, director of the Council for the Protection for 
Rural England: "We've looked fairly hard and we can't find new 
policies." The reports, called "Taking Rio forward," cover 
sustainable development, man-made climate changing gases, 
biodiversity and forest conservation (Nicholas Schoon, London 
INDEPENDENT). Major "surprised and cheered" the nuclear industry 
by backing expansion of UK atomic energy as a way of combating 
the threat of global warming (Schoon/Watts, INDEPENDENT).

FIN. TIMES editorial: "It is hard to see 'Taking Rio 
forward' having more than a marginal effect on either the way 
British people conduct their lives or the way government behaves. 
... It lacks the force needed to convince the reader that it will 
resolve the increasingly difficult contradictions between the 
government's environmental aims and its policies in other areas." 
(Above cites 1/26.) 

*25 JAPAN: COURT LINKS SOx, BUT NOT NOx, TO ILLNESS
Yesterday, a court ordered 12 of 13 companies to pay $6.5 

million in compensation to 106 Kawasaki residents who claimed in 
12-year-old lawsuits that they became ill from sulfur dioxide 
pollution emitted by nearby factories. The plaintiffs, however, 
regard the ruling as a "virtual defeat" and are considering a 
high court appeal. The Kawasaki branch of the Yokohama District 
Court failed to link respiratory illnesses to nitrogen dioxide 
contained in automobile exhaust and exempted the state from 
having to pay damages. The court also rejected compensation 
demands by 22 other residents and refused to order tighter 
emissions controls on the companies (Tokyo MAINICHI DAILY NEWS, 
1/26). The ruling may make it difficult for other people to seek 
compensation in similar air pollution suits. It may also make it 
difficult for the Environment Agency to impose stiffer air 
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE?

During last week's record low temperatures, Pennsylvania Lt. 
Gov. Mark Singel (D) on 1/20 "took center stage and asked 
businesses and school districts across Pennsylvania to stay 
closed so the state could conserve energy." Hours after making 
the announcement, Singel "stepped into a plane and flew to 
Pittsburgh for a campaign fund-raiser," missing an "important" 
afternoon conference with PA Gov. Robert Casey (D). Asked how 
his day's activities fit with his earlier remarks, Singel replied 
that the hotel where he stayed would have been open anyway. 
Singel, who added that the hotel made an attempt to conserve 
energy: "It felt like there was less heat" (Jeanette Krebs, 
Harrisburg PATRIOT, 1/22).

pollution controls because of the opposition expected from 
businesses, observers said. This year, the agency is scheduled 
to conduct a nationwide research program on diesel exhaust 
particles, which have been linked to asthma and cancer (Asako 
Murakami, Tokyo JAPAN TIMES, 1/26).
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*26 HONG KONG: WARNING ISSUED ON TOXIC FISH
Environmental experts are calling for a total ban on all 

fishing in Hong Kong harbor after reports of potential birth 
defects from eating toxic fish were reported in the 1/24 Hong 
Kong STANDARD. John Hodgkiss, dean of science at Hong Kong U.: 
"Instituting a series of no-go zones may be the only way to 
protect people from this problem." Hundreds of thousands of tons 
of zinc, lead, mercury and other heavy metals are dumped into the 
harbor each day and then absorbed into the flesh of fish and 
shellfish. Hodgkiss, who called for research in the harbor: 
real effects of this will show up in the next generation."
Liberal party legislator Peter Wong agreed that more research is 
needed, but dismissed warnings that the public is at risk 
(Patricia Young, Hong Kong STANDARD, 1/25).

*27 CANADA: B.C. PREMIER IN FOR FIGHT WITH EUROPEAN ENVIROS 
On his European tour next week, British Columbia Premier 

Michael Harcourt plans to ask politicians, publishers and enviros 
to back his government's moves to improve forestry practices and 
protect the environment. Greenpeace's Erich Pabst said in 
Hamburg on 1/24 that if Harcourt does not announce a ban on 
clear-cutting — which the premier does not plan to do — then 
"it's not worth spending the money for the trip." The enviro 
group "made it clear ... Harcourt is dreaming when he says he 
doesn't want to get into a fight" (Robert Williamson, Toronto 
GLOBE & MAIL, 1/25).
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HEADLINE A demonic testing scheme

Their overdue research is uncovering convincing evidence that even in a 
strong democracy, too much secrecy can be fatal to human rights.

Instead, members of the project "were doing experiments of unknown risk on 
people who potentially had a full, long life ahead of them," says a spokesman 
for the President's committee probing the details of this chilling episode.

BODY:
No wonder the military wanted to keep details of these shocking tests quiet 

for so long. Researchers finally examining documents from atomic experiments in 
the 1940s have discovered that radioactive material was injected into 

unsuspecting patients to see how they would react.

These experiments did not happen in Nazi Germany. They happened at Rochester 
University, the University of Chicago, the University of California and Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., without the knowledge of either the patients or their personal 

doctors.

The subjects - or more accurately, victims - ranged in age from 4 to 69 and 
were not told they were being used as guinea pigs. And it has just been 
discovered the patients were not all, as one doctor involved said in 1956, 

"hopelessly sick "
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Some of the patients died within a few weeks of being injected with 
plutonium, and others lived more than 30 years. We are not sure how much pain 
they experienced from the varying levels of radiation they were given. The 
President's Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments should continue to 
cut through the lies and dig to the bottom of this shameful chapter of history 

that long was buried inside classified military documents.
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HEADLINE: Radiation victims set for hearing

BYLINE: CORYDON IRELAND

SOURCE: Rochester Democrat and Chronicle and Times-Union

DATELINE: SANTA FE, N.M.

■’I'm livid. 1 have rage: 1 have hate," said Stadt, who was 11 in 1946.

Twenty-one miles to the northwest is Los Alamos - where the first atomic 
bombs were designed and assembled during World War II.

Copyright 1995 The Cincinnati Enquirer 
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Stadt also planned to meet with members of the Task Force on Radiation and 
Human Rights. The year-old advocacy group in Washington, D C., represents 24 
radiation-victim groups from around the country. The group has held three 

other such meetings.

He said his testimony would outline his boyhood, crimped by his mother's 
illness and the loss of economic and educational opportunity - losses he 
said his six children and eight grandchildren share. Stadt blames his 
mother's 29 years of suffering after the experiment, apparently performed 

without his mother's consent.

Among those gathering here is Milton C. Stadt, a retired machinist from 
Victor, N.Y., whose mother, Janet, was injected with plutonium in 1946 at 

Rochester's Strong Memorial Hospital.

BODY:
As many as 50 victims of federal radiation experiments or their family 

members are meeting this weekend to commiserate and prepare testimony before 

a federal panel Monday.

Similar radiation experiments were conducted locally. From 1960 to 1971, 
University of Cincinnati researchers exposed at least 88 terminally ill 
cancer patients to partial or full-body radiation at what was then General

PAGE 3
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Hospital. Twenty-four patients died within 60 days of their radiation doses.
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Monday's hearing will be held by President Clinton's Advisory Committee on 

Human Radiation Experiments.

Dr. Eugene Saenger and other (JC researchers carried out their work with $ 
651,000 from the Pentagon, which wanted to find out radiation's effects on 
soldiers.

Federal investigators have uncovered 90 post-World War IT human radiation 
experiments. 2,000 related victims and more than 500 other radiation 
experiments.

PAGE 4
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She uncovered memos and letters between leading scientists and the US army, 
while researching a book on the legacy of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

In April Ms Sue Roff, of the university's Centre for Medical Education, will 
travel to Washington to tell about her discovery of American plans to subject 
mentally deficient children to radiation burns.

In this letter he wrote: "There would be no concern about the possible 
genetic effects. These individuals will never reproduce."

HEADLINE: Researcher to tell US inquiry of plan for radiation tests on mental 

patients

Her book. Hotspots: The Legacy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, will be published 
in August on the 50th anniversary of the atomic bombings

The subjects he proposed for experimentation were "idiots and feeble-minded 
children" from a home in New Jersey and prisoners from Holmesburg Jail. In 
December Dr Pillsbury wrote again to suggest experiments on "mental defectives" 

in the Woodbine State Colony, New Jersey.

In one letter, dated May 1958, Donald Pillsbury, Professor of Dermatology at 
the University of Pennsylvania wrote, to the US armed forces to propose a study 
of the effect of radiation burns on human skin.

In her researches, Ms Roff also discovered evidence relating to a study in 
February 1959, in which patients at another American hospital were injected with 

radium.

BODY:
A RESEARCHER at Dundee University has been called to give evidence to 

President Bill Clinton's advisory committee on human radiation experiments.

PAGE 9
STH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.
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She said: "I think this sort of experimentation was not necessary to the 
advancement of'science It was unnecessary as well as unethical. There were 
200,000 survivors from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, all of whom were being closely 
studied.”

GRAPHIC: Ms Sue RofT, a researcher at Dundee University, with an X-ray tube used 
in Dundee 100 years ago by a Dr Pirie who then lost both his hands. Picture: 
ALAN RICHARDSON

PAGE 6



HILL BRIEFS
House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Bob 

Carr, D-Mich., said today he is likely to run for the Senate now 
that former Gov. James Blanchard has decided not to seek the seat 
of retiring Sen. Donald Riegle, D-Mich. "I will reiterate what I 
said before — if Blanchard does not run, it would be likely that 
I would,” Carr said. He added, however, that he is not yet 
prepared to make an official announcement of his political plans. 
Sources indicated Carr would make an announcement in a week to 10 
days. Carr's departure would mean that Rep. Richard Durbin, D-
111., now chairman of the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee 
and the second ranking Democrat on the Transportation spending 
panel, would have the option of picking which subcommittee he 
wants to head. If he keeps Agriculture, the next in line on 
Transportation would be House Budget Chairman Sabo. But it was 
not immediately clear if Sabo could keep his budget job and 
become an appropriations subcommittee chairman.

OMB Director Panetta said today for the first time the 
projected FY94 deficit that the Clinton administration will 
unveil when it releases its FY95 budget Feb. 7, will be $235 
billion. That is down from a projected FY94 deficit of just over 
$300 billion that was projected a year ago, Panetta said. On 
Saturday, President Clinton said the projected FY95 deficit would 
be about $180 billion.

Senate Governmental Affairs Chairman Glenn today pressed 
Energy Secretary O'Leary on whether federal regulations on human 
experimentation are sufficient, charging that current rules have 
not been fully implemented at all agencies — and questioning 
whether the regulations have the full force of law. In addition 
to calls for a proper response to mistakes of the past, today's 
Governmental Affairs hearing was marked by notes of caution from 
some senators — who warned against generating hysteria and 
creating a skewed perception of federal radiation research. 
O'Leary also announced that John Hopkins University medical 
ethicist Ruth Fagen will head the federal advisory committee on 
the issue, and that President Clinton will send a memo to all 
agencies prohibiting experimentation without informed consent.

House Banking ranking member Jim Leach, R-Iowa, today plans to 
introduce a bill regulating the multi-trillion dollar financial 
derivatives market, highlighted by the establishment of a federal 
derivatives commission comprised of key banking, securities and 
commodities regulators. The legislation is an outgrowth of a six- 
month study by Leach's staff on derivatives — instruments with 
value derived from another underlying asset, which are used to 
manage market risk associated with moves in interest rates and 
international currency values. Leach estimates that the 
derivatives activities of the 10 largest U.S. commercial banks 
amount to $10 trillion, or more than double the U.S. GDP. Leach's 
bill would largely leave it to regulators to structure rules for 
derivatives because he thinks the market is too technical a 
subject for Congress to handle on a regular basis.

The Congress Daily --  Tuesday --  January 25, 1994
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Czech Republic for NATO membership. Under NATO's doctrine, a
military move against any member is considered a strike against all 
O I 1 n “a i ■» a m X. _ __ _ -« _alliance countries, thus discouraging any adversary. However, the 
Clinton Administration is thought to be concerned that granting 
Eastern European countries full NATO membership now would strengthen 
the hand of Russian ultranationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who has 
argued for recreating the once-vast Soviet empire.
Today, White House press secretary Dee Dee Myers defended the

This morning, the White House defended its plans for a go-slow 
approach on bringing Eastern European countries into NATO and 
protecting them with the West's security guarantees. Polish 
President Lech Walesa said yesterday that NATO's go-slow approach 
was "short-sighted and irresponsible" and could bring a "major 
tragedy." Walesa added: "We are too weak and we have to accept 
almost everything, but we don't forecast anything good for this 
concept." Czech President Vaclev Havel has pushed for full NATO 
membership, saying that Clinton's proposal could not be a substitute 
for full security guarantees. "I think that different countries 
obviously have a different view of exactly how this should be 
structured."
The Clinton Administration argues that the best approach is a 
plan known as the Partnership for Peace, which offers Eastern 
European countries closer cooperation with NATO but stops far short 
of full membership. Fears about the rise of Russian nationalists 
have given new urgency to the desires of Poland, Hungary and the 

Today, President Clinton paid tribute to CIA workers for supplying 
the information he needs to confront post-Cold War dangers including 
ethnic conflict, militant nationalism and terrorism. In a speech at 
the CIA's headquarters in Langley, Va., the President said: 
"Intelligence is a unique mission. Nobody knows that better than 
those of us who have the honor to serve in the Oval Office. When 
President Truman autographed the photo of himself that hangs in this 
building, he wrote, 'To the CIA, a necessity to the President of the 
United States, from one who knows.' Every morning, the president 
begins the day asking what happened overnight. What do we know? 
How do we know it? Like my predecessors, I have to look to the 
intelligence community for those answers to those questions. I look 
to you to warn me and, through me, our nation of the threats, to 
spotlight the important trends in the world, to describe dynamics 
that could affect our interests around the world." Added Clinton: 
"Those activities are particularly important now. The end of the 
Cold War increases our security. In many ways, you helped to win 
that Cold War, and it is fitting that a piece of the Berlin Wall 
stands here on these grounds. But even now this new world remains 
dangerous and, in many ways, more complex and more difficult to 
fathom. We need to understand more than we do about the challenges 
of ethnic conflict, militant nationalism, terrorism and the 
proliferation of all kinds of weapons. Accurate, reliable 
intelligence is the key to understanding each of these challenges, 
and without it, it is difficult to make good decisions in a crisis 
or in the long term."
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that's accurate.
discussions with our allies about and with the developing 
democracies."

o

Bob Knight
said

Knight

o

Administration's approach, saying: "I think that this is something 
that we've gotten a very good reaction to. That's not to say that 
there isn't some debate about the details." "There are some 
questions about it but I think it's unfair to characterize it as 
we're having trouble selling it," Myers said. She said the United 
States has not set any deadline for fulfilling the hopes of Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic for membership in the 16-nation North 
American Treaty Organization. Asked if the Administration was 
having trouble selling Clinton's plan, Myers said, "I don't think 
----- - ------This is something that we're having very positive

The Clinton Administration launched a new advertising campaign 
touting the use of condoms to prevent AIDS today. The new public 
service announcements (PSAs) mark the first time the Federal 
Government has included condoms in its AIDS prevention PSAs. An HHS 
spokesman said, "This is the first time political leadership is in 
sync with the scientific and medical leadership." The first ad 
features a couple in bed and a condom which springs from a dresser 
drawer, skitters across the floor past a diving cat, and jumps into 
the bed. "It would be nice if latex condoms were automatic. But 
since they're not, using them should be," the announcer intones. 
Another ad suggests abstinence. It comes in male and female 
versions, with an intense young person expressing to an unseen 
companion the desire "to spend my life with you" and to "never put 
you in danger. There is a time for us to be lovers. We will wait 
until that time comes." Daniel Broas, executive director of the 
AIDS Action Council, called the campaign "a tremendous step 
forward." Broas said he favors even franker ads, "but this is 
probably pushing the edge of the envelope as far as the government 
could go on television."
HHS Secretary Donna Shalala said that, for a change, all four 
television networks and many cable TV outlets and radio stations 
have agreed to run the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
new ads. Appearing on CBS this morning, Shalala made the point that 
the ads will help change behavior, and therefore change lives.
Shalala was asked: "And how do you effect that change? We even 
have seen reports from San Francisco where people are as informed as 
they possibly can be and are deliberately not practicing safe sex in 
the face of a death sentence." Responded Shalala: "We need to get 
through to these young adults, and we hope that our new ad campaign 
will be the first step towards getting through their heads so that 
we change their behavior."
Reaction from some quarters was critical. Bob Knight,
Director of Cultural Studies at the Family Research Council, 
the condom ads are "reckless, dangerous, full of misinformation, 
offensive" and said they "border on criminal negligence." Knight 
faulted the ads for saying condoms will prevent HIV because the 
condition for their effectiveness, being used "consistently and 
correctly," is rarely met. Knight suggested that concerns about the 
accuracy of the ads would be taken to Capitol Hill.

The White House continued this morning to show movement on the issue 
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While the end point is far from certain, some steps along the way 
for legislative action on health care reform are clear. The 
Bulletin surveyed interest groups and Hill staff for the current 
state of expectations about the path that health care reform will 
follow on Capitol Hill. Most surveyed agreed with a House Ways and 
Means aide that projections from current expectations are "pretty 
speculative."
On the House side, the timetable, beyond Speaker Foley's 
announced goal of completion by Labor Day, remains unset, 
waiting for the schedule from the leadership," one Democratic 

HHS Secretary Donna Shalala said this morning that the
Administration hasn't "lost very much" momentum in its health care 
reform effort and that a health care "crisis" still exists. 
According to Shalala: "Well, when Congress goes out and there's no 
more legislation sitting on the Hill, there's always a little 
slowing down in this town. But we haven't lost very much 
[momentum]." Added Shalala: "If you criss-cross the country the 
way all of us have, there is a crisis out there. It's a crisis of 
affordability. It's a crisis if you have a child that has a 
pre-existing condition. It's a crisis if you're a young person just 
starting out to work. It's a crisis if you're a welfare mother 
anxious to get into the work force but the only jobs available don't 
have health care and you're worried about a sick child."

of Cold War-era radiation experiments on humans, and again attacked 
Republican Administrations for covering up the matter. Clinton 
advisor George Stephanopoulos appeared on two of the network 
television shows this morning and again criticized the lack of 
effort by previous Republican Administrations on the effort. Said 
Stephanopoulos on ABC: "For years, this has been covered up by 
previous Energy Departments and previous Administrations."
Stephanopoulos was then asked: "Yesterday's statement was critical 
of the Reagan and the Bush Administrations for failing to respond to 
that initial report of the testing. How appropriate at this time do 
you think is such criticism?" Stephanopoulos answered: "Well, I 
think what we're committed to doing is getting all the facts out. 
It hasn't happened before, but we want openness in government. We 
want the files open, and that's what we're going to get."
As for the issue of compensation for potential victims,
Stephanopoulos said on NBC "that if an injustice occurred and where 
it occurred, we'll do what we can to make it right. And that may 
involve compensation at some point. Right now we just don't have 
all the facts. We don't know where all the tests occurred. We 
don't know all the tests that occurred. We don't know everyone who 
was affected. Until we get all of this information, we can't make 
the final determinations about compensation. But we're going to 
make sure that if people were wronged, we're going to make it 
right." As for the numbers of potential victims, Stephanopoulos 
said on ABC: "As you know, Congressman Markey's report showed about 
685 people who were affected. It probably goes beyond that, but we 
really don't know the scope yet."
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staffer said. The Energy and Commerce committee appears poised for 
earliest action; one of the two subcommittees which will consider 
the proposal plans to begin its mark-up on February 22. Both the 
Energy and Commerce and Education and Labor committees are expected 
to report legislation closer to the Clinton proposal, and thus will 
be more partisan in their deliberations, than the Ways and Means 
committee.
What will happen in those mark ups depends on events that have 
yet to unfold. "Our first goal is to influence what they're doing, 
and we don't know what they're doing,” said one insurance lobbyist. 
A key pre-mark-up event will come when the Congressional Budget 
Office presents its analysis of the fiscal aspects of the 
President's plan. "One of the big outstanding questions," a Ways 
and Means aide said, "is how do the Clinton plan's dollars flow. If 
CBO blesses the Clinton numbers, then its a more straightforward 
process" than if CBO finds significant differences.
Before mark-ups, "the first thing is to figure out what the 
Chairmen's mark is," said the insurance lobbyist. Expectations are 
for Energy and Commerce and Education and Labor to have chairman's 
marks — the document used as a basis for committee action — close 
to the Clinton Administration's plan. In Ways and Means, where a 
bi-partisan effort seems more likely and key Democrats are sharp 
critics of aspects of the Clinton plan, the chairman's mark seems 
more likely to wander from the Clinton outline.
The committee process is likely to produce widely divergent 
approaches on some points, a result that leaves the Rules committee 
and the leadership with both flexibility and the challenge to 
structure a floor process that increases the chances for success of 
the Clinton plan. The central question becomes the degree of 
Republican support. Two widely divergent scenarios emerged in the 
Bulletin's interviews. One posited a scenario like last year's 
reconciliation bill: all 218 plus votes for passage coming from the 
Democratic caucus. The other sees insufficient support for the 
pure Clinton approach, necessitating significant concessions in 
order to gain 218 Democrats or to begin to pick up Republicans, 
quest for 218 votes will produce what one pro-Clinton activist 
termed "as large a political battle as any we have seen in our 
lifetime."
Senate. The Senate produces a less optimistic scenario for 
the Clinton plan. Central to that reduced optimism are the numbers: 
without some Republican support, the 60 votes required to avert an 
otherwise-fatal filibuster can not be had. Even those Republicans 
who support strong measures to obtain universal coverage find many 
of the devices in the Clinton bill objectionable. Other constraints 
on optimism are the relatively confused state of where the Senate 
Finance committee plans to go and still-unresolved differences 
between Finance and Labor committees over who is in charge of what.

Bottom line. All surveyed agreed with one provider group 
representative, who said, "You'll see something called health care 
reform this year." And all also said they expect the final product 
to be more restrained than the Clinton plan. "A longer transition," 
"not as comprehensive" where some of the characterizations. On 
specific elements that will change, the structure and role of health
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The US Postal Service is considering raising rates but is undecided 
on the amount and when it would take effect, the governing board's 
chairman, Bert Mackie, said today. Any new price would not take 
effect until sometime in 1995 because of the lengthy legal 
procedures required. Meanwhile, Postmaster General Marvin Runyon 
announced that the Postal Service is making changes in its address 
correction system to help protect individuals. People under court 
protection such as battered women would no longer be included in the 
automated program that provides their new address to people who ask 
for it, although their mail would still be forwarded to them.

alliances lead the list, along with employer mandates and 
government-set limits on the rate at which insurance premiums 
rise.

RNC Winter Meeting set for January 20-22. The Republican National 
Committee will hold its annual Winter Meeting in Washington, and the 
gathering is expected to celebrate the recent string of Republican 
victories. Confirmed speakers include: Congressman Newt Gingrich, 
Virginia Governor George Allen, New Jersey Governor Christie Todd 
Whitman, former HUD Secretary Jack Kemp, Senator Phil Gramm, and 
Congressman Bill Paxon.
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January 18, 1994

PRESIDENT SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER FORMING ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

On January 3, 1994, the White House called for the formation of a 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group to coordinate the 
government-wide effort to uncover the nature and extent of any 
government sponsored experiments on individuals involving 
intentional exposure to ionizing radiation. The members of the 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group include the Secretary 
of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the Attorney 
General, the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the Director of Central Intelligence, and the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Christine Varney, Secretary to the Cabinet, will issue a memorandum 
tomorrow to federal departments and agencies with formal 
instructions concerning the retrieval and inventory of records on 
human radiation experiments consistent with discussions by staff of 
the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group. The memo calls 
for each agency to establish procedures for document handling and 
review.

The Clinton Administration today continued efforts to uncover the 
nature and extent of government-sponsored experiments on individuals 
involving intentional exposure to ionizing radiation. The President today 
released an Executive Order that will establish an Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments. The Advisory Committee, to be made up of 
outside-government experts in medicine, science and ethics, will provide to 
the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group advice and 
recommendations on human radiation experiments conducted by the 
government since the 1940's. This Advisory Committee shall comply with 
the terms of the Federal Advisory Committee Act. (A copy of this 
Executive Order is attached.)

The Human Radiation Hotline service will soon be upgraded to 
handle 500 calls an hour.



>'

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

1994
For Immediate Release

EXECUTIVE ORDER

ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTSADVISORY COMMITTEE

Interagency Working Group advice and recommendations

experiments involving intentional environmental(2)

more

(OVER)

the Advisory Committee shall also provide advice, 
and recommendations on tne following experiments:

releases of radiation that (A) were designed to 
test human health effects of ionizing radiation; or 
(B) were designed to test the extent of human exposure 
to ionizing radiation.

Consistent with the provisions set forth^in paragraph Jb) of 

this section,
information,

January 18,

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, 

it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1,. Establishment.
an Advisory Committee on Human ------ -
"Advisory Committee" or "Committee"). The Advisory Committe 
shall be composed of not more than 15_members to_be^appointed 

or designated by the President. C.._ —
comply with the Federal Advisory Committee Act,

5 U.S.C. App. 2.

(b) The President shall designate a Chairperson from among 

the members of the Advisory Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) There has been established a 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, the members of which

(a) There shall be established 
Radiation Experiments (the

"Committee").

The Advisory Committee shall
as amended,

Veterans Affairs, the Attorney General,
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,

As set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
the*Advisory Committee shall provide to the Human

the ethical and scientific standards applicable to human
--------------a 1------- 1------,

human radiation

Functions.

include the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 

- - ------ the Administrator of
lie _____ -r-_______ ' DireCCOr

of Central Intelligence, and the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. As set forth in paragraph (b) of -his 

, _ . ___ : — — u. — t n r tHo t- t hp Human
section,
Radiation
On ---------------— - - - ,
radiation experiments carried out or sponsored by the 
United States Government. As used herein, "human radiation 

experiments" means:

(1) experiments on individuals involving intentional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does 
not include common and routine clinical practices, 
such as established diagnosis and treatment methods, 
involving incidental exposures to ionizing radiation,



(1) of detectability, commonly

two

six tests

may be pursued if the Advisory Committee determines

was conducted;

(3)

of

more

(3) 
warfare ballistic dispersal devices
radioactive agents at the U.S. Army's Dugway, Utah,

 a shall determine the ethical 
and criteria by which it shall evaluate

human radiation experiments. as set P*”£aph <a) of
this section. The Advisory Committee shall consiaer net. -

—; conducted 
l 1948 involving gamma

released from non-bomb point sources at or

- • • . If
, the Committee may carry 

and associated records to

2

(1) the experiment into the atmospheric diffusionof

radioactive gases and test c_ ---- .
referred to as "the Green Run test," by the former 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and the Air Force in 
December 1949 at the Hanford Reservation m Rich-ana, 

Washington;

(2) two radiation warfare field experiments

at the AEC's Oak Ridge
radiation i-------
near ground level;

conducted during 1949-1952 of radiation 

ballistic dispersal devices containing

(3) If required to protect the health of individuals who 
were subjects of a human radiation experiment, or their 
descendants, the Advisory Committee may recommend to the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group that an agency noti-y 
oarticular subjects of an experiment, or their aescenaants, 
any potential health risk or the neea for meaica- .o.low-up.

(4) four atmospheric raaiauion-i-xa<-^xiia —- — 
at Los Alamos, New Mexico; and

(5) any other similar experiment that may later be 
identified by the Human Radiation Interagency Working 

Group.

ThP Advisory Committee shall review experiments conducted from 
1944 to May^30 1974. Human radiation experiments undertaken 
alJer Say Io b74, the date of issuance of the Department of 
Health Education, and Welfare ("DHEW") Regulations for the 
Protection of Human Subjects (45 C.F.R. 46), may be sample 

determine whether further inquiry into ’
Further inquiry into experiments conducted after May 30, 19 4, 
may be pursued if the Advisory Committee determines, with the 

concurrence of the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, 

that such inquiry is warranted.

(b)(1) The Advisory Committee
and scientific s«^ardspara?raph (a) o£

this secLlou. The^Advisory Committee shall consicer wnether 
(A) there was a clear medical or scientific purpose for 
experiments; (B) appropriate medical follow-up was conducted; 
aS the experiments' design and administration adequately
met the ethical and scientific standards, including standards of 
informed consent, that prevailed at the time of the experiments

and that exist today.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall evaluate the extent 
to which human radiation experiments were consistent with 
applicable ethical and scientific stanaards as determined by

1----- -------1-- . - -- —
deemed necessary for such an assessment,
out a detailed review of experiments anc
the extent permitted by law.

site ;

four atmospheric radiation-tracking tests in 1950

(2)
to i

the Committee pursuant to paragraph <b) <1> of this section.
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Sec 3. Administration. (a) The heads of executive
departments and.agencies shall, to the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 4.

(b)

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The Advisory Committee may 
as needed, to <

A.
rr

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 15, 1994.

guidelines and procedures established by the Administrator of

General Services.

(b) The Advisory Committee shall terminate 30 days after 
submitting its final report to the Human Radiation Interagency 

Working Group.

(c) To the extent permitted oy law, ana suujeau ua 
the availability of appropriations._the_neparttnentjOf>Bnergy

shall i 
necessary

(c) This order is intended only to improve the internal
creaC^ny righ^ b^nefit^trust^o^e^onsibili^^subStantive 

or orocedural, enforceable at law or equity by a party against 
the*United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

r — — -- - ,
provide the Advisory Committee with such information as it may 
require for purposes of carrying out its functions.

(b) Members of the Advisory Committee shall be compensated 
in accordance with Federal law. Committee members may be
si^stnee^to^re^en^perm^^rby^aw fSr persons serving 

intermittently in the government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

To the extent permitted by 5?

provide^the"Advisory Committee with such funds as may be 

for the performance of its functions.

General Provisions. (a) Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any other Executive order, the functions of the 
President under the Federal Advisory Committee Act that are

(4) The Advisory Committee may recommend further policies,
□ □ ensure compliance with recommendec ethical ana
scientific standards for human radiation experiments.

(5) The Advisory Committee may carry out such additional 
functions as the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group may 

from time to time request.

2 1  'Committee members may be 
including per diem in lieu of

service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707) .
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FROM:

SUBJECT:

1.

(a)2 .

(b)

(1)

Retrieval and Inventory of Records 
of Human Radiation Experiments

As used herein, "Agency" means Department of Defense, 
Department of Energy, Department of Health and Human 
Services, Central Intelligence Agency, Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration.

Experiments on individuals involving intentional 
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category 
does not include common and routine clinical 
practices, such as established diagnosis and 
treatment methods, involving incidental exposures 
to ionizing radiation.

CHRISTINE A. VARNEY
Secretary to the Cabinet

Each Agency should establish forthwith an initial procedure 
for locating records of human radiation experiments 
conducted by the Agency or under a contract or grant of the 
Agency. Agencies should coordinate the development of 
procedures for the retrieval and inventory of records with 
the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group (the 
"Interagency Working Group")1 to ensure, where appropriate, 
that common procedures for the retrieval and inventory of 
records are applied at each Agency. Each Agency should 
provide to the Interagency Working Group a written copy of 
its initial directive and other documents implementing the 
Agency's record location, retrieval and inventory
procedures.

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

1 The members of the Human Radiation Interagency Working 
Group include the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, the Attorney General, the Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Director of 
Central Intelligence, and the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget.

As used herein, "human radiation experiments" means:



(2)

3 .

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

4 .

2

Experiments involving intentional environmental 
releases of radiation that (A) were designed to 
test human health effects of ionizing radiation; 
or (B) were designed to test the extent of human 
exposure to ionizing radiation.

Two radiation warfare field experiments conducted at 
the AEC's Oak Ridge office in 1948 involving gamma 
radiation released from non-bomb point sources at or 
near ground level;

Four atmospheric radiation-tracking tests in 1950 at 
Los Alamos, New Mexico; and

Any other similar human experiments that may later be 
identified by the Interagency Working Group.

The experiment into the atmospheric diffusion of 
radioactive gases and test of detectability, commonly 
referred to as "the Green Run test," by the former 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and the Air Force in 
December 1949 in Hanford, Washington;

Six tests conducted during 1949-1952 of radiation 
warfare ballistic dispersal devices containing 
radioactive agents at the U.S. Army's Dugway, Utah 
site;

Each agency should include in the directive described in 
paragraph 1 above a directive initiating the Agency's 
retrieval and inventory procedure for records of the 
experiments set forth in this paragraph.

In addition, Agencies should establish forthwith a procedure 
for retrieval and inventory of records of the following 
experiments:

The procedures to be established pursuant to paragraph 1 
above should address records for human radiation experiments 
conducted from 1944 to the present. Human radiation 
experiments undertaken after May 30, 1974, the date of 
issuance of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
Regulations for the Protection of Human Subjects (45 C.F.R. 
46), may be sampled to determine whether further inquiry 
into such experiments is warranted. Further inquiry into 
such experiments conducted after May 30, 1974, may be 
pursued if the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments (to be established pursuant to Executive Order
12891 (Jan. 15, 1994)) determines, with the concurrence of 
the Interagency Working Group, that such inquiry is 
warranted.
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(a)

(b)

Each agency should also:7 .

(a)

(b)

8.

3

Before making any copies of such records available to 
the public, make any redactions required for the 
protection of personal privacy interests of individuals 
subjected to human radiation experiments or the 
experiments set forth in paragraph 3 above, and/or 
their next of kin.

Agencies should work together with the Interagency Working 
Group to standardize, where appropriate, the inventory of

Not to destroy any records relating to human radiation 
experiments or the experiments set forth in paragraph 3 
above.

To the extent permitted by law, each Agency Head should 
institute procedures, consistent with paragraphs 6 and 7 
below, for notifying and making records available to 
individuals subjected to human radiation experiments or the 
experiments set forth in paragraph 3 above, and/or their 
next of kin. Agencies should coordinate the development of 
these procedures with the Interagency Working Group.

To locate forthwith all records relating to human 
radiation experiments and the experiments set forth in 
paragraph 3 above; and to identify, and undertake all 
appropriate procedures with regard to, any such records 
in the possession of grantees, contractors or other 
agents of the Agencies. Agencies should work together, 
in coordination with the Interagency Working Group, to 
standardize the retrieval of such records, which may 
involve the transfer of files to one or more designated 
repositories.

Upon locating the records, review all records of human 
radiation experiments, and the experiments set forth in 
paragraph 3 above, for national security classification 
and declassify such records as soon as practicable and 
to the maximum extent possible. Agencies should avail 
themselves of every opportunity to cooperate in 
expediting the declassification process.

Each Agency Head should institute procedures, consistent 
with existing statutes and regulations, for making records 
on human radiation experiments, and the experiments set 
forth in paragraph 3 above, available to members of the 
public. In implementing these procedures, each Agency Head 
should immediately issue an order to all elements of the 
Agency, and undertake all appropriate procedures to instruct 
and inform the Agency's grantees, contractors or other 
agents:
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10.
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records of human radiation experiments and the experiments 
set forth in paragraph 3 above.

In developing guidelines for retrieval and inventory of 
records, Agencies should consider advice and information 
provided to the Interagency Working Group by the Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation Experiments.

Agencies should document the procedures implemented to 
search for, retrieve and inventory records of human 
radiation experiments and the experiments set forth in 
paragraph 3 above.
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House panel probes Cold War radiation testing

By MARY 7XNN AKERS

7 7 7 7

indicated a pattern of choosing subjects from vulnerable

On Capitol Hill, O'Leary promised the administration is working to disclose 
all records related to the questionable radiation experiments.

the purposes or risks associated with the experiments, 
questions have arisen about how the experimental subjects

The subcommittee, responding to recent reports the government conducted tests 
during the Cold War to study how radiation affects humans, held a hearing to 
check the administration's efforts to address the sensitive issue.

The Clinton administration has acknowledged hard evidence the Atomic Energy 
Commission - now the Energy Department - conducted or sponsored human 
experiments involving ionizing radiation for decades following World War II.

The Energy Department will soon upgrade its Human Radiation Hotline to handle 
500 calls an hour, O'Leary said. In response to published reports last month, 
Energy set up the hotline and recommended financial compensation for victims, 
promting a flurry of calls to the department.

He questioned the ethics of previous administrations for hiding the activities, 
which apparently took until 1994 to gain national attention. Markey was told 
by Reagan administration officials there was no evidence such unethical 
radiation tests were ever conducted.

What is disturbing, O'Leary said, is that it is not clear the subjects were 
properly informed of
Furthermore, serious
were selected.

Initial reports have
populations such as blacks, poor people, prisoners and retarded children.

At the White House, President Clinton ordered the formation of an advisory 
committee of non-government experts to review the experiments conducted from 
1944 to 1974.

The new panel, made up of civilian experts who specialize in medicine, science 
and ethics, will advise the newly established Human Radiation Interagency 
Working Group, which consists of Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary and the 
secretaries of Defense, Health and Human Services and Veterans Affairs.

WASHINGTON (Jan. 18) UPI - The Clinton administration, which campaigned on 
the promise of ''open and responsive government,'' went to a full-court press 
Tuesday to address revelations of secret radiation experiments on unsuspecting 
humans during the Cold War.

Our goal is to get the facts out,'' she said during testimony before a House 
Energy and Commerce subcommittee. The secretary also reiterated her commitment 
to provide compensation to any victims or their families.

Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass., who released a report in 1986 detailing 31 
government-sponsored human radiation experiments on 694 potential victims, 
urged the administration ''to do the right thing today to address past 
abuses.''
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She said she expects the president to name a chair of the new advisory­
committee before the end of the week.

''This appearance of treating some citizens as 'expendable,' to use 
Congressman Markey's phrase, is especially repugnant in a country that prides 
itself on its diversity,'' O'Leary said.
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O'Leary: Finding Extent of Radiation Tests Could Take Year

WASHINGTON (AP)

/ /

he had told

It could take a year or more to determine the 
scope of the Cold War radiation experiments on humans, Energy
Secretary Hazel O'Leary said Tuesday. The government faces a 
massive records search and review, officials said.

Mrs. O'Leary declined to speculate on the possible extent of 
compensation for victims of the experimentation over three decades 
beginning in the 1940s. She reiterated that compensation is 
warranted in some cases such as those in which there was no 
proper consent.

The Clinton administration has specified that 600 to 800 people 
may have been subjected to questionable experiments, but Mrs. 
O'Leary acknowledged the number probably will be greater once a 
government-wide review of records is completed.

More than 15,000 people have contacted a telephone hot line with 
40 percent claiming to have been involved with some
experimentation, she told a House energy subcommittee. The hearing 
was the first of what is expected to be a string of congressional 
hearings on the radiation testing issue.

The daughter of one of 18 civilians subjected to plutonium 
injections in the 1940s told the subcommittee her family had never 
been told of the injections, although her father lived until 1991. 
She said she still has not received a complete file of her father's 
medical records.

* \

Time: 16:40

We are sure that he did not know that he was injected with 
plutonium. We are sure that until his death he never fully 
understood what happened to him,'' Elmerine Allen Whitfield said in 
emotional testimony that described her father's battle with chronic 
illness after the experiment.

Elmer Allen, a railroad porter, had plutonium injected into his 
right leg as part of a government-sanctioned experiment in 1947. He 
had been hospitalized because of problems with the leg after a 
railroad accident. The leg later was amputated, according to 
medical records.

Over the years, Ms. Whitfield said, her father suffered 
epileptic-type seizures, had trouble holding a job and often could 
not tend for himself. People thought he was crazy because of

babblings about his so-called illness.'' she recalled.
Ms. Whitfield said the family first learned of the experiments 

from a reporter. She said the revelation brought new meaning to the 
advice her father had given her when she went off to college. 
''Don't ever let anyone ever use you as a guinea pig,''
her.

Rep. Philip Sharp, D-Ind., chairman of the subcommittee, praised 
O'Leary for pressing for public release of government documents 
covering more than half a dozen federal agencies on past radiation 
experimentation on humans.

Her campaign ''stands in sharp contrast'' to her predecessors 
including the energy secretaries in the Reagan and Bush 
administration, he said. The issue was brought to light by 
congressional investigators in 1986.

The White House, meanwhile, announced the formal establishment 
of a civilian advisory committee that will review the radiation 
experiment documents and possible compensation, although actual 
compensation plans would have to be considered by Congress.

The 15-member panel will provide ''advice and recommendations''
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to an interagency task force on whether specific tests violated 
ethical guidelines and whether there should be compensation, 
officials said. Plans for the advisory panel had been announced 
earlier.

The search of records on human radiation tests is under way at 
not only the Energy Department, but also the departments of
Defense, Veterans Affairs and Health and Human Services as well as 
the Central Intelligence Agency and NASA.

An interim report by an interagency task force is expected to be 
sent to President Clinton within six months, although the records 
search could take a year or more, Mrs. O'Leary said.

Tara O'Toole, the department's assistant secretary for health 
and environment, said the records search represents a massive 
undertaking. ''This is not going to happen overnight,'' she said, 
noting that in many cases documents are no longer in government 
hands, but in private archives.
APNP-01-18-94 1642EST
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 18, 1994 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section i. Establishment. (al There shall be established 
an Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments (the 
"Advisory Committee" or "Committee"). The Advisory Committee 
shall be composed of not more than 15 members to be appointed 
or designated by the President. The Advisory Committee shall 
comply with the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended, 
5 U.S.C. App. 2. 

(b) The President shall designate a Chairperson from among
the members of the Advisory Committee. 

Sec. i. Functions. (a) There has been established a 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, the members of which 
include the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, the Attorney General, the Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Director 
of Central Intelligence, and the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. As set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
section, the Advisory Committee shall provide to the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group advice and recommendations 
on the ethical and scientific standards applicable to human 
radiation experiments carried out or sponsored by the 
United States Government. As used herein, "human radiation 
experiments" means: 

(1) experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does
not include common and routine clinical practices,
such as established diagnosis and treatment methods,
involving incidental exposures to ionizing radiation;

(2) experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation that (Al were designed to
test human health effects of ionizing radiation; or
(BJ were designed to test the extent of human exposure
to ionizing radiation.

Consistent with the provisions set forth in paragraph (b) of 
this section, the Advisory Committee shall also provide advice, 
information, and recommendations on the following experiments: 

more 

(OVER) 
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(1) the experiment into the atmospheric diffusion of
radioactive gases and test of detectability, commonly
referred to as "the Green Run test," by the former
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and the Air Force in
December 1949 at the Hanford Reservation in Richland,
Washington;

(2) two radiation warfare field exoeriments conducted
at the AEC's Oak Ridge office in 1948 involving gamma
radiation released from non-bomb point sources at or
near ground level;

(3) six tests conducted during 1949-1952 of radiation
warfare ballistic dispersal devices containing
radioactive agents at the U.S. Army's Dugway, Utah,
site;

(4) four atmospheric radiation-tracking tests in 1950
at Los Alamos, New Mexico; and

(5) any other similar experiment that may later be
identified by the Human Radiation Interagency Working
Group.

The Advisory Committee shall review experiments conducted from 
1944 to May 30, 1974. Human radiation experiments undertaken 
after May 30, 1974, the date of issuance of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare {"DHEW") Regulations for the 
Protection of Human Subjects (45 C.F.R. 46), may be sampled to 
determine whether further inquiry into experiments is warranted. 
Further inquiry into experiments conducted after May 30, 1974, 
may be pursued if the Advisory Committee determines, with the 
concurrence of the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, 
that such inquiry is warranted. 

{b) (1) The Advisory Committee shall determine the ethical 
and scientific standards and criteria by which it shall evaluate 
human radiation experiments, as set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section. The Advisory Committee shall consider whether 
(A) there was a clear medical or scientific purpose for the
experiments; (B) appropriate medical follow-up was conducted;
and (C) the experiments' design and administration adequately
met the ethical and scientific standards, including standards of
informed consent, that prevailed at the time of the experiments
and that exist today.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall evaluate the extent
to which human radiation experiments were consistent with 
applicable ethical and scientific standards as determined by 
the Committee pursuant to paragraph (b) (1) of this section. If 
deemed necessary for such an assessment, the Committee may carry 
out a detailed review of experiments and associated records to 
the extent permitted by law. 

(3) If required to protect the health of individuals who
were subjects of a human radiation experiment, or their 
descendants, the Advisory Committee may recommend to the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group that an agency notify 
particular subjects of an experiment, or their descendants, of 
any potential healtr. risk or the need for medical follow-up. 

more 

' 



3 

(4) The Advisory Commitcee may recommend further policies,
as needed, to ensure compliance with recommended ethical and 
sciencific scandards for human radiacion experiments. 

(5) The Advisory Commiccee may carry out such additional
funccions as the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group may 
from time to time request. 

Sec. �- Administration. (a) The heads of executive 
departments and agencies shall, to the extent permitted by law, 
provide the Advisory Committee with such information as it may 
require for purposes of carrying out its functions. 

(bl Members of the Advisory Committee shall be compensated 
in accordance with Federal law. Committee members may be 
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, to the extent permitted by law for persons serving 
intermittently in the government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(c) To the extent permitted by law, and subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Department of Energy 
shall provide the Advisory Committee with such funds as may be 
necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Sec. �- General Provisions. (a) Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any other Executive order, the functions of the 
President under the Federal Advisory Committee Act that are 
applicable to the Advisory Committee, except that of reporting 
annually to the Congress, shall be performed by the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group, in accordance with the 
guidelines and procedures established by the Administrator of 
General Services. 

(b) The Advisory Committee shall terminate 30 days after
submitting its final report to the Human Radiation Interagency 
Working Group. 

(c) This order is intended only to improve the internal
management of the executive branch and it is not intended to 
create any right, benefit, trust, or responsibility, substancive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by a party against 
the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
January 15, 1994. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

" 
r 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

1S'202 588 9987 DOE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON �OMMUNICATIONS ISSUES 

PRESS BRIEFINGS 

Informational updates should be provided by the Interagency 
Working Group .to the press at least weekly in written form or 
through press briefings. 

�010 

9 

one of three forms should· be chosen depe�gi_ng:·:_- : th� ;s1.gnti.icance ·.
of the news to be announced: · - -�-- · · ....... . _,,. 

· 

WHITE HOUSE.BRIEFING: Major announcements. 
(e.g. - Appointment of Advisory Board) 

OUTREACH GROUP BRIEFING: To answer press questions when 
necessa.ry. 
Conducted by PA directors. 

WRITTEN BRIEFING: Weekly update to show movement and 
responsiveness. 

Further, agencies can and should conduct agency-speci£ic 
briefings and news releases as needed; these should be 
coordinated on the daily White House conference call with public 
affairs directors. 

OF RECORDS 

· Records should be made public at the e�liest point possible in
the retrie�al process:

* Copies of records which are clearly public,
unclassified and contain no privacy infoDUation
should be made available immediately by field sites
as they are located.

*·Records which cannot be released immediately should
be released by agencies. �s soon as they are redacted
or declassified an4 turned over to the Advisory
Group.

* Any indexes, inventories of records or lists of
experiments located in agency files should be made
available to the press proactively as soon as they
are located.

The Outreach a.nd Communications Committee working with the 
Records Retrieval Comw.ittee and the Public Affairs Directors of 
all agencies will desiga a common process for making records 
available to the·large numb&rs of requesters expected. 

-
.. 
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MEMO

TO:

Mike GauIdin, OOEFROM:

Attached is a rough form I propose

Please call me or

Outreach and Communications Committee
Agency Public Affairs Directors
Cabinet Affairs

- - -------- > for a written release to be
issued Tuesday in lieu of a press briefing.

Rick at (202) 586-4940 with your comments.
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HUMAN RADIATION INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP

NEWS UPDATE

Christine Varney/ secretary of the cabinet, has issued 
formal instructions to federal agencies to gather records for

)As of

AGENCY ACTION SINCE LAST WEEK

documents relating to human experimentation are to be 
destroyed even if they are scheduled for routine 

destruction.

Department of Energy

Secretary of Energy Hazel R. no DOE

scheduled for routine

Each DOE operations office has formed its own task force 
to identify and collect records.

Oak Ridge National Laboratory has established a new public 
reading room dedicated to information about human radiation 

experiments.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS CHARTERED

Interagency Working Group today released President

”^The memo includes a definition of what records are sought 
and general instructions on how they are to be handled. 

A copy is attached.

HUMAN RADIATION HOTLINE EXPANDED TO MEET DEMANDS

The Human Radiation Hotline service.has now.been upgraded to 
handle 500 calls an hour. We hope to be in a position now to do a 
much better job of serving the people who are calling in..

Hotline operators have talked to --------- people since the
orginial Department of Energy hotline was established December

2 3 • As of (date) we've completed interview reports on ( 
callers who believe they were involved in medical experiments. 

About ( ) of our total callers are veterans.

The Interagency Working Group coaay reieaseu
Clinton's executive order establishing the Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments.

The Advisory Committee will review records.of.deliberate 
experimental exposures of human subjects to radiation by

government agencies. . .
The order includes a charter defining the mission of the

Advisory Committee.
A copy is attached.

AGENCIES FORMALLY INSTRUCTED TO GATHER RECORDS

eventual transmission to the Advisory Committee.

how they are to be handled.
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INFORMATION AVAILABLE

"Isotopes'1 is a 
five_year summary (1946-51) of isotope distribution to research 
institutions. Call----- .

Richland Operations Office has announced the availability of 
documents about human experimentation in its public reading 
room beginning January 13.

ISOTOPES REPORT — The 1951 edition of "Isotopes" is 
available for $20 from the Department of Energy's Office of 
Science and Technology Information.

Published by the Atomic Energy Commission,



The Congress Daily --  Friday --  January 14, 1994

ENVIRONMENT
Reagan Energy Chief Dismissed Markey Radiation Study

Reagan administration Energy Secretary Herrington in 1987 
dismissed objections to radiation experiments raised in a 1986 
report by Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., on human testing by the 
government. In a Feb. 10, 1987, letter to Markey, Herrington 
argued there was no reason for follow-up on the experiment 
subjects nor legislation to compensate them. He said objections 
raised in Markey's report — "American Nuclear Guinea Pigs: Three 
Decades of Radioactive Experiments on U.S. Citizens" — "appear 
to have been based on misunderstandings of the basis for 
occupational standards and principals of human experimentation."

Occupational standards used as a measuring stick by Markey are 
not intended to apply to research subjects who receive a few 
exposures or are exposed for a short period of time, Herrington 
said. He argued there was no scientific reason to expect any of 
the subjects who were not being monitored would "incur any 
harmful effects." While conceding that requirements for informed 
consent had advanced since the experiments were conducted in the 
1950s, Herrington said there was no evidence the experiments did 
not comply with ethics and standards of the time.

Meanwhile, Energy Secretary O'Leary, who has opened the 
government files on the experiments to public scrutiny and has 
called for compensation for the victims, will testify on the 
administration's plans for response at a hearing Tuesday by the 
House Energy and Commerce Energy and Power Subcommittee. Other 
witnesses include subjects of plutonium experiments and medical 
experts with competing views on the ethics and benefits of the 
research.



ENVIRONMENT
Medical Follow-Up Possible For Radiation Test Victims

The potential need for medical follow-up on subjects of 
government radiation experiments is one of a number of components 
that could prompt the administration to ask Congress for 
compensation for the subjects, according to Energy Department 
officials. While what will be required is uncertain, DOE 
officials say the medical follow-up question is a key factor 
pushing the administration to move with haste in its probe of 
Cold War experiments on humans. Among possible follow-ups 
prompting discussion is routine medical testing to catch cancer 
early for subjects who may have an increased risk. The officials 
said expanded federal programs or funding for testing could 
require congressional approval, but cautioned all decisions on 
compensation will await the work of a federal advisory committee 
of outside experts. The administration plans shortly to set up 
the panel and complete a memo defining the probe's scope for all 
agencies.

In related developments, Rep. Jim Cooper, D-Tenn., this week 
said he plans to introduce legislation to ban future government 
testing without personal consent, arguing current regulations 
give agency heads too much discretion. And Sen. Mark Hatfield, R- 
Ore., called for a standing commission to advise the federal 
government generally on bioethical questions.

The Congress Daily --  Thursday --  January 13, 1994
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Navy Injected Hospital Patients With Radioactive Compound In 1945

M)

WASHINGTON (AP) In the first documented evidence of U.S. 
military involvement in human radiation experiments, Navy records 
show that researchers in 1945 injected two hospital patients with a 
radioactive compound to study how quickly the poisonous compound 
would be excreted from their bodies.

It had been widely assumed, following recent Energy Department 
disclosures of its Cold War-era radiation testing on humans, that 
the Defense Department did some of its own. But the Navy test is 
the first example to come to light.

The experiment, as described in an April 29, 1946, written 
report by the researchers, was intended mainly to verify a novel 
technique for measuring the rate at which the human blood and 
organs would rid themselves df antimony, a highly poisonous 
chemical element then used to attack killer parasites.

The researchers wrote that theirs was the first test of its kind 
on humans.

Unlike experiments that have come to light from the Energy 
Department and elsewhere, the Navy experiment did not appear to be 
part of the government's effort to learn how radiation affected 
humans. Rather it was used in this case mainly as a tool to help 
understand the use of antimony as a treatment for parasites.

Still, it is not clear whether the two test subjects, described 
by the researchers as volunteers, were told they were being 
injected with radioactive substances.

The names were not given but one subject, designated B-l, was 
described as 20 years old, not bedridden but apparently suffering 
from elephantiasis of the testicles, a chronic condition caused by 
the presence of a parasite in the lymphatic system. He apparently 
was a member of the military, but no other identifying information 
was provided in the report. There was no description of the other 
male subject.

The report was reviewed by The Associated Press at the Naval 
Medical Research Institute, which sponsored the experiment.

The two subjects were patients at the U.S. Naval Hospital at 
Bethesda, Md.

Limited information made public so far has indicated that 
besides the Energy Department, the Veterans Administration and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration had a hand in Cold 
War-era radiation experiments using humans. The CIA has said it so 
far has no indication that it was involved, although it has 
acknowledged it used humans in chemical warfare experiments.

Officials at the Naval Medical Research Institute initially told 
the AP their review of available records had turned up no evidence 
of human experimentation involving radiation. But when asked later 
about the 1945 test, Capt. Robert Gaugler, the institute's 
scientific administrator and acting commander, said the report 
would be submitted to a Clinton administration group that is 
assembling all available records on human radiation tests.

Gaugler said most of the institute's work with radiation is 
believed to have used animals rather than humans as test subjects. 
An AP review of records available at the institute this week seemed 
to bear that out. The institute was created in October 1942 to 
solve medical problems arising in World War II.

A program of research on biological effects of radiation was
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begun at the institute in 1945, according to archival documents at 
the office of the Director of Naval Medicine. The program, 
described as ''a serious scientific study of radiation effects upon 
man and mammals for the naval service,'' was phased out with the 
establishment of an unspecified organization possibly the Naval 
Radiological Defense Laboratory devoted specifically to radiation 
work.

Gaugler said that because of the passage of time and the limited 
information in the April 1946 report, he saw no realistic chance 
that either the test subjects or the researchers could be tracked 
down to provide more details.

The report was written by Lt. Cmdr. Robert E. Smith, a member of 
the Naval Reserve, Naval Reserve Lt. R.T. Stormont, Naval Reserve 
Cmdr. A.A. Bianco and Roy L. Evans. It described in detail the 
procedures, results and conclusions of the work.

On Aug. 22, 1945, the patient designated B-l was given one dose 
of a radioactive isotope of an antimony compound called potassium 
tartrate, or tartar emetic.

Over a period of weeks, blood samples and examinations of the 
patients' feces and urine indicated how quickly the radioactive 
chemical was being discharged.

And by placing a Geiger counter in the vicinity of organs such 
as the liver, gall bladder, thyroid and brain, the researchers said 
the levels of radiation gave them a crude estimate of how much of 
the chemical had lodged in those places.

''The technic offers a unique advantage in not requiring biopsy 
and chemical manipulation of the sample,'' the report said. ''And 
its further refinement should permit useful clinical
applications.'' They said the method had been studied on animals 
but was not believed to have been tried on humans.

It is not clear how much radiation was involved, although the 
researchers apparently were aware of potential dangers. They noted 
''possibilities of damage by radiation during this type of 
treatment,'' and said the dose given was ''estimated to be well 
below the toxic level even at sites of highest concentration.'' 

''No adverse symptoms of significance were observed'' during the 
study, it said.
APNP-01-12-94 1353EST
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Informational Press Briefing 
by

Michael Gauldin

Edited transcript
DOE, Forrestal, Room IE-245 

January 11, 1994

This is an informational briefing on the progress of the 
Human Radiation Working Group.

The white House is conducting briefings of congressional 
staff today and we wanted to give an informal update on where we

I will run through some basic information and then I will
take questions.

As you know, last week the White House established the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group.

The agencies involved are: Department of Energy, Department 
of Defense, the Veterans Administration, Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Attorney General, the CIA, OMB, NASA and the 
White House Staff.

Sometime later this month we anticipate there will be a 
meeting of the Secretaries and Directors of those agencies to 
hri ng- them up to date on the work that their staffs have been 
doing as part of this Interagency Group.

The group has five committees which have been working very 
hard over the past week in five areas.

The first is Outreach and Communications. Our focus this 
week has been increasing the capability of the 1-800 Hotline 
seT-yiiy. we're operating. As you know and have reported, we have 
been getting many thousands more calls than we can handle. It is 
our expectation that by the end of tomorrow we will have a system 
in place that can handle the volume of calls we are getting. 

We are getting calls now at a rate of about 400 to 700 an 
hour. Our target is to be able to take 500 calls an hour within 
about■3 6 hours.

We have a committee meeting on legislative issues primarily 
concerned working with Congress, keeping Congress up-to-date; 
they are conducting the briefings today for congressional staff. 

We have a committee on legal issues which is working on the 
regulations required to undertake the work that we are doing now. 
We will also eventually be doing some compensation models that 
can be provided to Congress at the end of our process when we 
begin to deal with that issue.

We have a committee working on records retrieval that is 
assigned to develop a government-wide system for retrieving 
records from what we call "the field,” or our sites all over the 
country, where records may be kept, including contractors. They 
are also assigned to define the scope of the records that we are 
asking for.

Finally, we have an ethics and scientific standards
committee which is essentially designing the scope and makeup of
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Q.

A.

As far as the phone calls that you are getting, are they 
being organized in any way where we may have access to 
information to where they are coming from on a state by 
state basis?

a board or panel of independent experts that we will ask to 
review these records.

That independent panel will be called the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments.

We have the Interagency Group which is government people and 
the Advisory Committee, which will be non-government people and 
outside experts.

Part of the work we have done this week is to try to focus 
on intentional exposure by the government of human subjects to 
ionizing radiation. We are not looking at accidental exposures 
or unintentional exposures, but deliberate exposures of humans to 
ion5zing radiation by a government agency. This is to include 
the planned radiation releases which were detailed in the GAO 
report that was released by Sen. Glenn two or three weeks ago 
which outlines specific cases in which radiation was deliberately 
released on an experimental basis and in which human residents 
may have been affected. We don't know if those will be the only 
such planned radiation releases that we eventually will look
into, but we are starting with those six, I believe it is. We do 
not know the total universe of everything.

Some action expected this week:
* We expect to draft a charter which will define the scope 

Of this inter agency task force;
* We expect to recommend to the President an executive order 

forming the Advisory Group. The advisory group will be formed 
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act and, therefore, the 
meetings of the group when it begins to meet will be open. They 
will review the records that we will be collecting, make 
recommendations to the inter-agency group, which we then expect 
to take to Congress for some kind of action which I can’t give 
you details about.

With that I will take questions.

Eventually we will be able to give you that information; we 
can’t right now. Cur focus has been on simply getting the 
calls returned. I do have general information, but it's very- 
little. Since December 23 we have spoken to about 10,000 to 
12,000 people. About 4,000 - 54% of the calls - are coming 
from non-veterans. Another 43% are coming from veterans, and 
I believe most of those are reporting to us participation 
and exposure in military personnel to atomic releases, in 
some cases atomic explosion. About 3% are just seeking 
general information. Since we begin this on Dec. 23, we 
have spoken to between 10,000 and 12,000 people. We have 
completed surveys on about 4,000. We still have a backlog 
of about 7,000 voice mail messages. (UPDATED INFORMATION AS 
OF 1-12-94: 4,000 OF THE 12,000 CALLERS SAY THEY BELIEVE
THEY WERE INVOLVED IN EXPERIMENTS THAT MEET OUR CRITERIA. 
WE HAVE FILLED OUT SURVEY FORMS ON THESE. ABOUT HALF OF THE
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Q.

A.

0-

A:

Q*

A.

On the definition of intentional exposure that obviously 
includes human experimentation and the planned radiation 
leaks, I'm a little unclear on whether it includes 
"downwinders, " and on whether it includes workers at or near 
test facilities?

Doesn’t this suggest that there were more than 700/800? 
people who are involved in these experiments.

For the purposes of focusing our efforts into a manageable 
level, it does not. We are looking for cases in which the 
government deliberately exposed people to radiation.

TOTAL CALLERS ARE VETERANS WHO HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO THE 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION. WE ARE NOW ABLE TO KEEP UP WITH 
DAILY CALLERS - ABOUT 1,000 YESTERDAY). We hope to get a 
new process in effect in a couple of days and catch up. We 
don't know how many people have tried to call and failed.

It certainly suggests that there were more than that who 
believe they may have been involved in deliberate exposure 
to radiation by a government agency. We do want to make 
clear that we want to hear from people who believe that they 
were experimented on. We have had some people calling up not 
exactly knowing what the purpose of the hotline was. We 
want to. know if they believe they or a relative was exposed 
to ionizing radiation as a part of an experiment. We don’t 
1 im-i t that as to whether it was a part of military exercise 
or medical experiment; we don't expect them to make those 
distinctions for us. A lot of calls we have are 
"downwinders," or people who believe they were exposed in 
the course of occupation in and around radioactive 
materials. We are getting a broad range of people. We are 
not trying to have them narrow the focus. We are trying to 
do that for them. We are setting up the hotline to be long­
term to be able to respond to a great number of calls for as 
long as it takes. We know that there are people who have 
tried to call and have not been able to get through. We are 
trying to get our system upgraded. We have already 
increased it 3 and 4 times. We initially thought it was just 
a DOE project and now it's an interagency project. We are 
going to try to get up to speed and take care of the people 
calling in. We don't really know how many people believe 
they have been affected, but it certainly seems to be more 
than the initial estimates of 600-800 people.

Do you have a listing of VA hospitals involved or more 
hospitals?

Not that I know of. The VA said earlier today that they 
would make a list available. I do not have it and I don't 
think that VA is able to make it available yet. I think 
they are going to check and see if they actually do have 
records at those hospitals and they will be able to release
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where the records were and what hospitals were involved.

So do you expect the numbers to increase?Q.

A.

»

No, I can't say that, I can't really talk for the VA. I 
think the report was that they believe that many hospitals 
may have .been involved.. They are checking those hospitals 
to confirm that but I really have to refer you to VA for 
detailed information on their record retrieval.
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By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staff Writer

For Eileen Welsome, it was the ultimate de­
tective story.

The Albuquerque Tribune reporter was deter­
mined to find some of the 18 people who were 
unwittingly injected with plutonium by govern­
ment scientists in the 1940s. She had thousands 
of documents but only fragmentary clues on a 
trail that had long since grown cold. At times the 
search seemed hopeless.

“I couldn’t let it go,” says Welsome, her words 
echoing the years of frustration. “When my gov­
ernment tells me I can’t have information on an 
experiment that’s 50 years old, I get angry.”

In mid-November, after six years of digging, 
Welsome produced a gripping, 45-page series 
examining the life and death of five human guin­
ea pigs: a railroad porter, a house painter, a car­
penter, a pohtician and a homemaker.

To her amazement, no one in the national me­
dia seemed to care.

The three days of articles and pictures in the 
Tribune barely caused a ripple outside New 
Mexico. It wasn’t until Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Leary held a Washington news conference to 
address the issue on Dec. 7 that the radiation ex­
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furtherance of "a coverup that began at the 
dawn of the Atomic Age.”

Energy Department spokeswoman Barbara 
Semedo conceded the FOI process is too slow 
but dismissed suggestions of a coverup, saying 
O’Leary “wants to come clean on this particu­
lar issue.” Nevertheless, she said, “Mrs. 
O’Leary has said we are not going to release 
the names until we’ve had an opportunity to 
talk to the families. She is adamant about that.”

Welsome says she also got no help from 
Markey, who did not return her calls despite 
repeated inquiries.

The reporter’s effort to identify the ailing 
patients who received massive doses of pluto­
nium—the government identified them only 
by code letters—involved a series of twists 
and turns:
■ “CAL-3”—A 1973 Energy Department doc­
ument mentioned a letter written to the pa­
tient’s doctor in Italy, Texas. Welsome knew 
the man was black and that his left leg had 
been amputated. She called the town’s city 
hall, where officials identified the man as El­
mer Allen, a former railroad porter who had 
died a year earlier. They put Welsome in touch 
with Allen’s wife.
a “CAL-1"—A letter Welsome received from 
a professor said another patient was a house 
painter named “Mr. Stephens” who had owned 
a home in Healdsburg, Calif., in 1945. A local 
genealogist, after poring over phone directo­
ries and records, finally concluded that the 
name was misspelled and found that an Albert
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Keith Schneider, the New York Times’ envi­
ronmental reporter.

"What the Albuquerque Tribune did was to 
put a human face on what appears to be a very 
disturbing chapter of medical history. Eileen 
did a magnificent piece of journalism. Three 
weeks after she published her pieces, the sec­
retary of energy stood up and did something.”

Even the morning Albuquerque Journal, 
with a circulation more than triple that of the 
afternoon Tribune, ignored the story for 
weeks. “We were so far behind that it took us a 
while to catch up,” says Editor Gerald Craw­
ford.

One notable exception was NBC’s “Now,” 
whose producers contacted Welsome and be­
gan researching a piece that aired Wednesday. 
Weeks later, “60 Minutes” lobbied Welsome to 
cooperate with Mike Wallace instead, but felt 
she had to turn the program down.

Elmerine Allen of Dallas, daughter of one of 
the victims, says that even after the Tribune 
series she could not persuade local newspapers 
or TV stations to cover what happened to her 
father, who she said had a limited education 
and could not have known that he was consent­
ing to an experiment involving plutonium. Al­
len, who is black, says she believes race was a 
factor in the media’s lack of interest; she even 
tried pitching the story to a local black anchor­
man. “I wanted the story out because I thought 
it was so unjust,” Allen says.

But the media descended with a vengeance 
after O’Leary, at a news conference, con­
firmed the 18 experiments and said she hoped 
to release information on more than 600 other 
patients. As Welsome was watching O’Leary’s 
announcement via satellite at the DOE office in
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Stevens had owned a home in Healdsburg dur­
ing World War II. Welsome tracked down his 
two children.
■ “HP-3”—An unsigned, handwritten note 
buried among the Energy documents said 
“Charlton—died 198?” Welsome knew a doc­
tor who had treated two plutonium patients at 
a Rochester, N.Y., hospital and tracked her 
down in Maine under her married name. The 
physician first said she couldn’t remember 
such experiments, but recalled them in a later 
conversation and said one patient’s name was 
“Edith Charlton.” After learning that New 
York state death records are confidential, Wel­
some contacted local funeral homes, was told 
that the correct name was Eda Charlton arid 
found her son.

‘1 just did a Jot of gumshoe reporting and 
had a lot of luck and took a lot of long shots," 
Welsome says.

The local Associated Press bureau moved a 
story on the second day of the Tribune series, 
but it got little national play. The New York 
Times ran a 400-word AP story on Page 30. 
USA Today ran a one-paragraph item. The 
Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post and 
the Wall Street Journal published nothing.

In some ways, the national media’s delay in 
chasing the radiation story is reminiscent of 
the savings and loan scandal of the late 1980s, 
which did not receive sustained national atten­
tion until years after pieces of it had been re­
ported by local papers.

“The event that made this an important 
news story for us is that the secretary of ener­
gy stood at a Washington news conference and 
said she was going to open her agency’s files 
about this comer of Cold War history,” says

Albuquerque, department officials seized her 
tape recorder, citing security regulations.

O’Leary also told reporters that the United 
States had conducted 204 secret underground 
nuclear tests over a 45-year period, which par­
tially overshadowed the news of the 18 pa­
tients. A Washington Post story, for example, 
did not mention the plutonium injections until 
the last paragraph. The Post did not publish a 
separate Page 1 story on the experiments until 
Dec. 29, three days after the Boston Globe dis­
closed that the government had fed radiation- 
enriched foods to more than 30 mentally re­
tarded teenagers in Massachusetts.

R. Jeffrey Smith, the Post reporter who cov­
ered the news conference, says the under­
ground tests were more important because nu­
merous stories about the government’s role in 
exposing people to radiation have been written 
in recent years. Nevertheless, he says, "What 
is especially interesting about these experi­
ments is the non-consenting ingestion of pluto­
nium, one of the most toxic substances on the 
face of the Earth. I said to one of the editors, 
‘We need to pay some attention to this.’ ”

Once the Clinton administration began dis­
cussing possible compensation for the victims, 
the saga was elevated to an Official Washing­
ton Story. The Albuquerque Tribune was del­
uged with media inquiries. Markey called Wel­
some with congratulations yesterday, saying 
he never got her earlier messages.

For the little-known. Scripps Howard paper, 
Welsome’s series hasibroiight instant respect 
and visions of a Pulitzer Prize. “We generally 
have one crusade a year, and this has been it,” 
Gallagher says. „
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periments made the network evening news­
casts and the front page of the New York 
Times and the Los Angeles Times.
- ^We’re a small newspaper in a sparsely pop­
ulated state,” says Tim Gallagher, editor of the 
35,000-circulation Tribune. “A lot of the stuff 
done at small papers tends to get ignored. I 
couldn't help but think if we were the New 
York Times or The Washington Post, the me­
dia would have jumped all over this.”

Welsome, 42, was reduced to mailing copies 
to network television producers to generate in­
terest. “I sat here at my desk and it was si­
lent—no phone calls, nothing,” she says.
; Welsome cracked the case in part by pep­

pering the Energy Department with Freedom 
of Information Act requests. “She’s a 98-pound 
pit bull dog, just a tenacious personahty,” Gal­
lagher says. “One of the things that drives you 
mad is that she’s stuck in the minutiae, but 
that’s what makes her a great reporter.” 

h Welsome started gathering information 
about the radiation experiments in 1987, a 
year after their existence was revealed in a lit­
tle-noticed House report by Rep. Edward J. 
Markey (D-Mass.). Welsome filed her first FOI 
request in 1989 but did not begin a full-time 
effort until the summer of 1992.

Energy officials repeatedly delayed or de­
nied the FOI requests, prompting the Tribune 
ttf accuse the department of “stonewalling” in 
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Redressing the Harms
Of the Nuclear Age
May Not Be Cheap
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Not Just a Black Thing

From DeVon to LaDon, Invented Names Pr
By KAREN DE WITT
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I liave fallen in love with American 
names.

L. PRESCOTT worked as a miner in the 
1960’s, digging radioactive debris out of the 
deep tunnels beneath the Nevada desert where 

■ IB the Government tested atomic bombs. Mr. 
Prescott has told interviewers that he was ordered to 
work in underground chambers so contaminated by 
radiation that he became nauseated and dizzy. In 1969, 
Mr. Prescott developed multiple myeloma, a bone mar­
row cancer known to be caused by radiation, and in 1980 
he sued the. Government.

For 14 years, the Government denied that it had 
anything to do with Mr. Prescott’s illness and fiercely 
battled to keep him out of court. But last week, the 67- 
year-old Mr. Prescott took the stand in a Federal trial in 
Las Vegas and accused the United States of negligence. 
Arid his testimony found a sympathetic audience at the 
top levels of the Clinton Administration.

Several Administration lawyers said privately that 
they were appalled at the Government’s behavior. “Ev­
ery time we look at the Governments position, this tough 
ariproach becomes increasingly unfathomable,” said one 
official close to the case.

' There are few industries that the Government has 
more aggressively defended than its own cold war com­
plex for the design, manufacture and testing of atomic 
weapons. Since 1956, when ranchers in Utah asserted in a 
lawsuit that radioactive fallout killed 4,500 sheep, the 
Government has steadfastly resisted assertions that the 
industry could have caused harm. Justice Department 
lawyers have accused citizens of making up complaints, 
lying about their injuries and attempting to enrich 
themselves.

J But now, the words heard in the Department of 
Energy, the Department of Justice and the White House 
about radiation-related cases are “compassion,” "moral 
behavior” and “doing what is right.”
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group, while keeping costs 
fairly predictable and con­
tained. But they acknowl­
edge that the cost could 
climb into the billions if a 
compensation program is 
expanded to others who say 
they suffered injuries 
caused by the nuclear 
weapons industry.

The central issue the
Administration faces is how 
to weigh the cost of doing 
good against the cost, in 
cynicism and distrust, of do­
ing nothing.

By Washington stand­
ards, the Administration is 
moving at breakneck speed.
Once before, in 1979, the
Carter Administration 
formed a task force to con­
sider whether to compen­
sate military veterans and 
residents of the desert
Southwest who were ex­
posed to radiation from 
atomic blasts at the Nevada
Test Site. The White House 
group recommended com­
pensation for both groups.

But it wasn’t until 1988 
that military veterans be­
came eligible for disability 
benefits as a result of radia­
tion exposure. And it was 
not until 1990 that President
Bush signed a bill to com­
pensate “downwinders” —
residents of certain areas of three Southwestern states — 
and some workers who participated in above-ground 
atomic tests.

Just as they did 15 years ago, budget officials in the 
White House want to know how much an additional 
compensation program would cost. They have few avail­
able measures.

In 1988, for instance, Congress approved legislation 
to compensate Japanese-Americans interned during 
World War II. That program has cost $1.58 billion and 
paid benefits to 79,136 people, according to the Justice 
Department.

Other compensation programs, though, are less ex­
pensive; The 1999 legislation has cost $111 million and 
paid benefits to just over 1,500 people, so far. It is likely 
that all those eligible could be compensated by the 
program’s trust fund of $200 million, or about what it

7

costs for a mile or two of new urban higl 
The Energy Department has given a 

to plaintiffs, including a $78 million settle 
a suit involving uranium contamination 1 
Fernaid, Ohio.

Since 1990, thousands of workers and 
filed eight class action lawsuits over i

Ji

\
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Growing Liability
The implications of the Government’s change of 

heart, both legally and economically, are far from clear. 
Last week, President Clinton directed aides to assemble 
a 'task force to coordinate an investigation of cold war 
records that could lead to proposals for compensation. 
The issue that attracted the President’s attention was an 
extensive Government program during and after World 
War II in which Americans were exposed to radiation in 
hijman medical research. But the lawyers involved said 
it [is likely that other cold war era claims will be 
considered.

I What Government lawyers want to know is is how to 
develop compensation programs for the research sub­
jects, which they hope will be a limited, well defined 
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For years, the Gover 
fought claims. How 
will a new attitude c<
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COStS for a mile or two of new urban highway.
The Energy Department has given additional funds 

to plaintiffs, including a $78 million settlement in 1989 of 
a suit involving uranium contamination from a plant in 
Fernaid, Ohio.

Since 1990, thousands of workers and residents have 
filed eight class action lawsuits over radiation from

ars ago, budget officials in the 
iow how much an additional 
mid cost. They have few avail-
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trograms, though, are less ex­
ion has cost $111 million and 
1,500 people, so far. It is likely 
mid be compensated by the 
{200 million, or about what it

rf three Southwestern states — 
participated in above-ground

Protective suits worn by 
technicians at an atomic 
energy plant, Hanford, 
Wash., 1954.
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For years, the Government 
fought claims. How much 
will a new attitude cost?

nuclear weapons plants in 
Colorado, New Mexico, 
Ohio, Tennessee and Wash­
ington State. The suits are 
aimed at corporations that 
managed the plants for the 
Government, and because 
of _its contractual obliga­
tions, the Energy Depart­
ment has spent $47.1 million 
since 1991 to reimburse the 
companies for legal fees 
connected with the cases.

To be sure, said law­
yers at the Energy and Jus­
tice departments, the Gov­
ernment has ample legal 
authority to hold off law­
suits and, if they go to court, 
the chance of winning them. 

But Stewart Udall, a 
former Secretary of the In­
terior, who as a private law­
yer has battled the Govern­
ment on radiation-related 
cases since 1979, noted that 
the courts may be changing 
their attitudes about such 
litigation.

“One of the options the 
White House has is to say, 
‘We can win, we’ll fight 
them on every issue,’ ” said 
Mr. Udall, who helped Mr. 
Prescott. “But God help us 
if the Clinton Administra- 
tion uses that old line. The 
Government’s paid a huge 
price for that approach. It’s

caused public distrust that runs so deep now.”
The woman behind the Government’s about-face is 

Energy Secretary Hazel. R. O’Leary. Last May, after 
studying her department’s relations with the people who 
live around its weapons plants, she began a project to 
make amends. One element of this involved declassify-
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make amends. One element of this involved declassify- 1 
ing millions of records in Energy Department archives. ! 
After learning of the human radiation experiments, Mrs. 
O’Leary announced last month that she would investi­
gate and make public records dealing with this problem 
as well.

In an interview, Mrs. O’Leary said the Government 
could begin to draw down the enormous reservoir of 
cynicism and fear left by the nuclear weapons industry.

“I know this is courting some risk, lawsuits and the 
like,” she said. “But there is a great need to assess what 
happened and to own up to what happened.”
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RADIATION EXPERIMENTS as of 1/8/93

Monday press briefing

brief on:

nt****

Monday agenda; Room 180, 4:00 PM 

-2nd full interagency task force meeting (what is the official name?) 
-each of the working groups has had at least 2 meetings...working groups are: 
[list groups] and are moving forward quikcly with recommendations to the 
Secretaries of each agency...therefore we can make the following 
announcements:

-within several days the creation of a central 800 number for the entire federal 
government...widely publicized, etc.

-cooperate fully in the coming weeks with congressional hearings and 
investigations...consulting with the leadership, Cong. Markey, and chairs of 
committees with jurisdiction including Sen. Kennedy who will hold a hearing 
end of this week in Massachusetts

-attendance:
-Chief of Staff or point of contact at each agency 
-Working group chairs
-Asst Secretaries for Cong at each agency
-WH Staff (Christine to announce on Monday @ senior staff) 

-updates from each group:

-that POTUS will announce Executive Order creating the National Review 
Board...etc. etc. which will have as its mission the "review....(Steve/Gibbons 
language) 

announce:
-Executive Order/Pres Memorandum instructing each department/agency, 
including CIA, to 1) halt routine destruction of documents, 2) conduct 
thorough search of all records relating to the use of ionizing radiation on 
human subjects (Steve/Podesta to work on exact wording), 3) instruct all 
contractors to do same, including contractors who had contracts dating back to 
194x 



*

Record Retrieval

re: eov-t-Ars-a^'-'S

-jfc rcUx^

./.Friday Jan 21
) existing program under CDC or DOE program (suggestion from

-draft of Gibbons’ mission statement early Mon AM

-next steps/goals:
-800 number and wide publicity be end of week 
-naming of board by end of week? too soon? 
-release of some documents
-congressional hearings/briefings...start on Tues Jan 11 
-principals meeting

Ethics and Science
est of review board
est. of scope of record retrieval

Congressional
prep for hearings and testimony

Public Info:
est. of 800 number

other:
-talking points 
-date of principals meeting, 
-put medical follow-up into ___
Markey staff)
-12 noon steering committee conference call 
-NASA guy on conference call for next week or so (pass for Gauldin)
-congressional briefings procedure...coordination and briefing of witnesses (Tracey...mock 
hearings)
-material to send to Hill that they can send in constituent mail 
-release working group membership?
-status of DOJ pending litigation...what do we do if anything?
-relationship with Archives (Trudy Peterson/Miriam Nishit)...how did initial DOE records 
get there?

Legal
DOJ cases

“pc
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Office of Publio Affairs 
Ntw• Servlc• 

Washington. O.C. 20420 
(202) 535-8300

� Department of 
� Veterans Affairs News Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

BROv."N <JIDERS �� OF VA HOSPITALS FOR NUCLE.� MEDICINE RESEARCH RECORDS 

Washington, Jan. 7 - secretary of Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown 

announcee today that the Department of Veterans Affairs has directed its 

hospitals to begin irrrnediately a search for records on radioisotope 

nuclear medicine or radiation research between the years 1947 and 1979. 

"I believe that every VA hospital must now act in the best interests 

of anyone who has ever been treated, examined or involved in research 1n a 

v� facility by aggressively conducting this review. I am committed to 

searching for the truth," said Brown. 

This step is being taken because a review of centrally held research 

and nuclear medicine records has revealed no information on specific 

research projects, protocols or human subjects. 

The information being requested from hospitals includes radioisotope 

committee minutes; radiation safety corranittee minutes; Nuclear Regulatory 

Corrmission/Atomic Energy commission licensing files; research files: 

protocols and research reports from individual studies; citations of staff 

publications related to research; and contract research activities with 

affiliated hospitals, i.e., teaching hospitals, and private research 

facilities. 

The records on the research conducted at the·\?. hospital in 

Framingham, Mass., which closed in 1953, have been located at the &>ston 

VA Medical center and are currently being reviewed. 

-more-
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Research Records Search — Page 2

One document VA has located states that in 1947 VA's Chief Medical

Director "became deeply concerned about the problems that atomic energy

might create for the Veterans Administration due to the fact that the

Armed Services were so actively engaged in matters of atomic energy." The

Director, out of a concern for problems VA might have "in connection with

alleged service-connected disability claims," classified the existence of

VA's Atomic Medicine Division as "confidential." Said Brown, "It is

extremely upsetting to me that VA apparently concealed for an undetermined

length of time the existence of this Atomic Medicine Division, and I have

ordered a thorough review of the records to attempt to piece together why

this was done and the consequences of these actions."

To date, VA has been able to determine that, as early as 1947, VA was

encouraging the use of radioisotope techniques in biomedical and medical

investigation. The following year, eight radioisotope laboratories were

functioning. By 1951, fourteen units were in place and, by 1958, the

number had risen to 48. VA annual reports reveal that 399 radioisotope

studies or research projects were carried out in 1955 and 560 in 1956,

accounting for approximately 10 percent of all VA research projects

supported during those years.

###
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Mgdia Ruidanne on Radiation TestixiQ Issue

As requested by the White House, we are conducting a major 

inquiry in conjunction with the Task Force on radiation testing.

This includes an exhaustive search of our records and our effort 

to contact any retired officers who might have relevant 

information.

All the information discovered so far reflects what was 

already revealed to the Rockefeller Commission and the Church and

Pike Committees in the 1970s, including a 1963 CIA Inspector.

General report that was cited in these subsequent independent and

congressional inquiries. To date, we have found no instances of

radiation experimentation on humans. we have found one reference

to radioisotope experiments conducted between 1953 and 1955 on

laboratory animals. we are continuing to search our records. CIA

1

will cooperate fully with the White House in pursuing this testing 

issue until the government-wide inquiry is complete.



The Radiation Task Force
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also be studied. For example, while some scientists

Stephen S. Rosenfeld

fA ‘Partnership’ That Falls Short

FridayJamaby? 1994 The Washings Post

for fuller ties. Less than full political 
membership but more than the sta­
tus quo, this arrangement for a con­
trolled transition to alliance enlarge­
ment is intended by Washington to 
calm edgy Europeans without arous­
ing nationalistic Russians.

Understandably, to East Europe­
ans, this proposal falls short, in the 
breakup of Yugoslavia, they could see 
that American involvement unfolds 
only within a context of alliance politi­
cal commitment, which was dismally

mission clear and important enough 
to make strategic sense and to rally 
Western publics. But its hesitation, 
meant to be prudent, may yet under­
cut the best prospect for a new 
NATO mission, which is to fortify 
the shaky new democracies and an­
chor them in a greater Europe.

What other mission for NATO can 
there possibly be? Without a timely 
advance on this track, Washington 
risks erosion of public support for 
any American military presence in 
Europe at all.

The alliance could take in Eastern 
Europe later if Russia turns ugly, 
says Clinton—“if things go bust in 
Russia,” others say. But the example 
of Yugoslavia suggests that if things 
turn ugly, NATO could well avert its 
gaze and say, as Clinton says now: 
Sorry, there’s no NATO consensus.

Anyway, the Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
constituency in Russia already is 
turning ugly, and even the Boris 
Yeltsin constituency is taking a hard­
er line, though no East European 
country faces direct external threat. 
And rather than getting tougher, 
NATO just warns that Zhirinovsky 
should not be given new fodder. 
Clinton seconds Yeltsin in saying 
that a move toward settling NATO’s 
privileges upon East Europe would 
only confirm Zhirinovsky’s charges 
of Western conspiracy.

The challenge for American policy 
is to distinguish between fair Rus­
sian claim and Russian paranoia. The 
United States is doing a lot to assist 
Russia in the strategic as well as in 
the economic and political spheres, 
and it should be. But it cannot allow 
itself to be caught in a comer where 
reasonable support of other friendly 
countries is subordinated to the play 
of politics in Moscow. We are Rus­
sia’s partner, not its therapist. Our 
broader interests must be our guide.

say very few actual injuries resulted from the 
studies, should subjects be compensated neverthe­
less because they were misled? Should even those 
who gave informed consent be paid if they suffered 
physical or emotional damage?

It is being said that tests were conducted in a 
different era, without malice, by scientists struggling 
to learn more about radiation and its potential harm 
for human beings and so forth. But the facts suggest 
a more rigorous ethical examination of the cases is in 
order. Some terrible things were done here by 
people who knew better. The choice of subjects 
among the retarded, prisoners and the terminally ill 
is particularly suspect The history of experiments in 
Nazi Germany, so clearly remembered in the ’40s 
and '50s, should have signaled caution. And the 
spirited protests of at least one prominent scientist 
who was an expert in the field is evidence that 
ethical questions were raised at the time. Some of 
those who participated in the experiments are long 
dead. But others are owed a debt by their country. 
Acknowledging that debt is the first step. The task 
force has an enormous moral responsibility to sort 
out what happened so that Americans can face the 
truth and learn from it and the government that 
encouraged and countenanced these acts can, where 
possible, make amends.

It has to be said about Bill Clin­
ton’s first presidential immersion in 
Europe that he’s thinking big. He’s 
addressing the peace and stability of 
the continent, the advancement of 
democracy and reform, the future of 
NATO. These rate among the big- 
ticket items of international diploma­
cy and, notwithstanding his secre­
tary of state’s casual lament that 
America had gotten too “Euro­
centric,” he is right to engage him­
self in a part of the world still of 
central American geopolitical, eco­
nomic and sentimental concern.

As fate has it, Clinton heads for 
Eurooe at a critical moment. The 
post-Ccld War euphoria has faded. 
Across much of Europe, political as 
well as economic life is grim again. 
Ethnic tensions rumble. The earlier 
Wew of post-Communist Russia as 
drawn to an internal focus on regen­
eration now shares pride of place with 
a view of Russia as a potential appber 
of nationalistic muscle to the other 
former Soviet republics and to the old 
East European satellites as well.

We are back at the century’s single 
most persisting foreign policy ques­
tion. What part of our destiny is tied 
to the continent to which most Ameri­
cans can still trace their forbears? 
The United States has long been ac­
customed to a trans-Atlantic role of 
managing conflict and tension be­
tween friends and adversaries. How 
should it now manage what are by 
historical standards the lesser but still 
troubling tensions between friends 
newly liberated from Moscow’s rule 
and friends in Moscow itself?

The centerpiece of the Clinton 
response is an offer of “Partnership 
for Peace”—peacetime preparation 
plus threat-time consultation, but no 
guarantee of wartime support—be­
tween NATO and those willing 
states that meet alliance standards 

FTEN WHEN THE federal government ap­
points a task force to study some problem, 
delay appears to be the objective. This seems 

not to be the case with the federal task force on 
radiation assembled by the White House this week. 
Spurred by stories—some of them around for a tong 
time—of government-financed radiation-tolerance 
experiments cm human beings carried out from the 
’40s to the 70s, the Clinton administration has taken 
the problem in hand and set a schedule for action. 
The work may take many months or even years, but 
a straight course has been set

The task force will be made up of representatives 
from the departments of Energy, Health and Human 
Services, Justice, Defense and Veterans Affairs, the 
National Security Council, Office of Management and 
Budget and NASA. The CIA was not represented at 
the initial meeting cm Monday but will also be 
included. The panel, which will meet weekly on a 
staff level, will be responsible for compiling informa­
tion on all the experiments, locating the individuals 
who were the subjects of tests, determining whether 
the subjects had been fully informed of the risks and 
had given informed consent and assessing what 
damages, if any, they have suffered. Policy matters 
concerning the kind of damages that merit compen­
sation and the form the compensation might take will 

NATO must fortify 

the shaky new 

democracies and 

anchor them in a 

greater Europe.

lacking. They have studied the Balkan 
debris. Since NATO would not much 
extend itself “out of area” (beyond its 
members’ territory), Poland and com­
pany seek to get into the area—to 
join NATO.

The Clinton team thinks that for 
NATO to take in some new mem­
bers too quickly but to put Russia on 
hold is to “draw a new line” in a 
Europe whose unification signaled 
triumphantly the end of the Cold 
War. But the proposal itself draws a 
line—between the westerly NATO 
democracies enjoying the full com­
forts of alliance and the easterly 
non-NATO democracies impatient 
for those comforts and feeling in­
creasingly chilled in the winds blow­
ing from Moscow.

The Clinton team says it’s best to 
hold back on new members until the 
alliance fastens on a post-Cold War 
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^roblemsjvon’t magically recede with a burst of economic 

condition for solving most serious social problems?”

PRETTY 
HAPPY

' 58% ' 
■' 56% 

60% 
59% 
60% 
49%

We are now being swamped with the usual New Year’s the Public Interest magazine, political scientist Robert
economic forecasts. If they’re accurate, it will be a solid Lane asks whether money can “buy" personal happiness,
year. The economy will grow about 3 percent, roughly 2 After reviewing opinion polls and academic studies, he
nallion jobs will be created, corporate profits will rise 10 concludes that, in general, it can’t The table below
percent, and inflation will stay around 3 percent. All this makes this point dramatically. In its surveys, the National
riHes as good news—but not, perhaps, as good as we Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago

mV Wk,»’r i^» — »n asj(s respon<jents whether they are “very happy,” “pretty
—^“t_“S,Unap?r!?ated trUth: Most ““j” national haPPy” or “not too happy.” Except at the lowest and 
—„  , highest income levels, the differences aren’t large.

VERY 
HAPPY

21%
r"31%

32%
36%
34% 
45%

Robert J. Samuelson

It’s Not the Economy, Stupid

NOT TOO 
HAPPY 

21% 
13% 
8% 
5% 
6% 
6% 

This is less implausible than it seems. If your salary

that^a Itftlewre isn’t better than a little kssc Societies nxBut would <fix ail your Me probleni? Probably not 3t is 
that lack functioning economic systems—for example, the . family, friends and work that contribute most to well-being,” 
former Soviet Union—experience material hardship and writes Lane. The NORC surveys support this. Increases in
political disintegration. The two feed on each other. But reported “financial well-being” temporarily make people feel
the United States is not that sort of place. Even when our happier. But the stronger causes of happiness lie elsewhere,
economy is in recession, it sustains both jobs and high Married people, for example, report higher happing than
living standards for most Americans. By the same token, singles (39 percent say they’re “very happy” compared with
even when the economy is purring along, it won’t magical- 24 percent for those living alone).
ly-solve most of our pressing social problems. The point is not that the pursuit of economic growth

The federal government has now run budget deficits and prosperity are misplaced ambitions. They do improve
for 24 consecutive years. These have occurred when the our lives, especially over the long run. In a recent book
unemployment rate was extremely low (4.9 percent in (“Pursuing Happiness”), economist Stanley Lebergott of 
1973) and when it was extremely high (9.7 percent in Wesleyan University reminds us of just how large ad- 
1982). The basic problem is not inadequate economic vances in living standards have been. As recently as 
growth but an inability to reconcile a large appetite for 1940, three-quarters of homes were heated by coal or 
government services with a low tolerance for taxes. wood. Women “spent six hours every week dusting 

Or, consider crime and poverty. The United States is floors, furniture, and sills and more hours still washing
much wealthier than it was three decades ago, and yet wood ash or coal dust from curtains, blankets and
violent crime is also up. In 1961 there were 8,600 clothing.” In 1950, almost 30 percent of households still 
murders; in 1991 there were 21,500. Poverty would  ”
drop somewhat if the economy grew faster. The wages of 
the working poor would be slightly higher, and there ------------------------w auucuil
would be a few more jobs. But it’s absurd to think that well-being. Wealth will not bring love or civility. It will
meager economic growth is the basic cause of persisting not make the dishonest honest. It will not mend broken
poverty Whatever the economy’s flaws, job creation isn’t families or stifle crime. Such distinctions are common
°ue Smce 1970’1116 ecoDOD’y 1135 adde<1 niore sense, and we instinctively recognize similar limits in
than 40 million new jobs. most areas of our lives. In medicine, we know that some

The causes of cnme and poverty are, in this sense, treatments work for some ills and not for others,
curiously disconnected from the economy. Many of the Antibiotics cure many infections, but not canrer
poor can’t do, can’t find or don’t want the jobs that are
available to most Americans. Lack of skills, poor school
performance and family breakdown underlie much harri-

treatments work for some ills and not for others.

But in our social debates, we tend to assume that 
prosperity—if administered in large enough doses—is

The s^e may u t™ of our per^ b^ Writing in wheVtS™^^"8

think. What’s lost in all the cheery forecasts is an

problems aren’t economic.
We Americans have developed a lazy habit of thinking 

otherwise. With a stronger economy, we tell ourselves, a 
lot of our problems would fade away. Government could 
afford needed programs and eliminate budget deficits. : $15-24 ’999 ‘■-1

supporting. Crime would decline, because the poverty J35-49.999 
...................................... ~ $50-$74.999 

$75,000

INCOME

$0-$14,999 
I

The poor would have good jobs and become &etf---525 34'999 -

that feeds it would gradually disappear. We tend to see
prosperity (alias, economic growth) as the cure-all for 
just about anything that ails us. It isn’t. . j

By that, I don’t mean that prosperity isn’t important or jumped SlQfrOO, wouldn’t you be happier? Almost certainly, 

that lack functioning-economic systems—for example, the . •family, friends and work that contribute most to well-being,” 
■■ " ■ C*. —TT——    m • a T .« - *

political disintegration. The two feed on each other. But reported “financial well-being” temporarily make people feel 
the United States is not that sort of place. Even when our happier. But the stronger causes of happiness lie elsewhere, 
economy is in recession, it sustains both jobs and high Married people, for example, report higher happing than 

even when the economy is purring along, it won’t magical- 24 percent for those living alone).
solve most of our pressing social problems. The point is not that the pursuit of economic growth
The federal government has now run budget deficits and prosperity are misplaced ambitions. They do improve 

unemployment rate was extremely low (4.9 percent in (“Pursuing Happiness”), economist Stanley Lebergott of 
1973) and when it was extremely high (9.7 percent in Wesleyan University reminds us of just how large ad- 
1982). The basic problem is not inadequate economic vances in living standards have been. As recently as

government services with a low tolerance for taxes. wood. Women “spent six hours every week dusting 

wood ash or coal dust from curtains, blankets and 

lacked inside flush toilets.
What’s wrong is the obsession with economic growth 

or materialism as the path to personal or societal
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USA's blood supply 
at critical level V 

The nation's blood supply bas fallen to the lowest level in 
Red Cross history, curtailing surgeries and prompting the 
agency's fi� national emergency appeal ever. "This is the 
largest shortage," Red C� spokesman Feliz Perez said 
Thumay. There have been regional emergencies, "but 
never this many at one point," he said. On band: 33,000 
units. le$ than half the usual. Blamed: snowstorms. the Bei­
jing ftu outbreak In 17 states, and a normal dropoff around 
the holidays. "We are afraid lives wiU be lost," said Marcia 
Lane of the American Association of Blood Banks. She said 
elective surgeries have been postponed in more than 20 cit­
ies such as Dallas, Cleveland, Uttle Rock and Miami. 

RADICAL FUGITIVE: Jeffrey Da­
vid "Donovan" Powell, a fugitive 

1 member of the 1960s-era anti-war 

AP 
POWELL: 'Glad not 
to be at war' 

Weather Underground, surren­
dered in Chicago after 2-4 years liv­
ing under an alias. "I am proud to 
have fought for my country against 
the criminal government of Rich­
ard Nixon and I am glad not to be 
at war against my country now," 
said Powell, 43, wearing a gray 
tweed sports coat and c lose­
cropped hair. He was sentenced to 
18 months' probation after plead­
ing guilty to a charge of mob action 

in the October 1969 "Days of Rage" Chicago street rioting. 

MOVIE SHOOTING: San Diego police are trying to deter­
mine if the shooting of a woman watching Schindler's List 
was something more than a random act. The •�year-old 
woman, in serious condition, was shot in the back while 
seated next to her husband, an off-duty police officer. The 
gunman, behind her, dropped the weapon and fted. It hap­
pened during on-screen gunfire, but whether that was "coin­
cidental, or whether he knew that shooting scene was com­
ing up," isn't known, said police spokesman Dave Cohen. 

NASA CHANGES: NASA unveiled sweeping management 
changes Thursday, inc.luding appointment of Carolyn Hun­
toon as the fir.;t female space center director. Sbe11 run 
Johnson Space Center in Houston. Women are 30% of the 
agency's civil service work force and 12% of its managers. 

MORE SNOW: Snow-weary residents in the Northeast can 
expect more of the same through Saturday. Up to 7 inches 
of snow is expected on top of the foot-plus that fell earlier in 
the week from Pennsylvania into Maine. "We're going to 
have a double-barreled storm," said meteorologist George 
Klein in Boston. (FuJI weather report, 12.A) 

CITY LIFE: More local elected officials have a brighter 
view of their economic climate than last year. A National 
League of Cities survey of 374 leaders found 62'k rated the 
climate as very good or good, compared with 49% last year. 
While economies are looking better, said League president 
James Sharp, mayor of Newark, NJ., "the No. 1 hue and 
cry in America is still the fear of violent crime." 

RADIATION RECORDS: sen.

John Glenn. D-Obio, said the gov, 
emment's investigation or radia­
tion experiments on unwitting 
Americans should be expanded to 
include tests involving drugs, 
chemicals and pesticides. He also 
seeks as'Sllrance that non-<:onsensu­
al tests aren't still being conducted. 
Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, 
who initiated the release of secret 
test records, will testify at the Sen­
ate Governmental Affairs Commit­
tee hearing later this month. 

AP 
GLENN: Wants ex­
pansion of probe 

SPOUSE ABUSE CASE: Aurelia Macias, 3-4, and her hus­
band, whose testicles she is accused of cutting off with scis­
sors, have reconciled and want criminal charges against 
ber dropped, her lawyer said. Los Angeles prosecutors said 
they intend to go to trial next week. 

ALSO THURSDAY .•. 

► DISABll.ITY FINE: ln the first civil penalty under the
Americans with Disabilities Aet, Denver parking company 
Allright Colorado agreed to pay $20,000 and add ◄00 handi­
cap spaces, the U.S. Justice Department said. 

► HEIRESS SLAIN: Nev.-spaper heiress Anne Scripps
Howard, -47, died at a Bronxville, N.Y., hospital, a week af­
ter she was found beaten and unconscious in her bedroom. 
Charged: her husband, Scott Stuart Douglas, who is mis.sing. 

► EXECUTION: Keith Eugene Wells, 31, was executed
by injection in Boise, Idaho, for the 1990 beating deaths of 
two people at a Boise pub. It was the nation's first execution 
this year; Idaho's first since 1957. 

► AIR CRASH KJLLS 10: Authorities in Fon Drum. Fla,
said Japanese newlyweds Kotaro Kato, 28, and Hiromi Ta­
kahara, 25, and six relatives were among the 10 killed when 
a twin-engine Beechcratt King Air crashed Wednesday. 
The pilot and CA>pilot also died. Cause: unknown. 

► JFK FILES: Almost 73,000 pages of FBI files on the
asc;assination of John F. KeMedy and the investigation of 
Jack Ruby were transferred to the National Archives in 
Washington. They'll be available to the public Monday. 

► HOMELESS DEATH: An autopsy found diabetes, not
hypothermia, caused the death of Yetta Adams, 43, a home­
less woman found Nov. 2� in near-freezing cold on a bus 
shelter bench across from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development in Washington, D.C. 

Menendez ;rors request read-back
The jury in the Los Angeles murder trial of Erik Menen­

dez had some of the most crucial testimony read back to 
them before they ended their 14th day without a verdict 

The panel wanted the descrip­
tions Erik and his brother, Lyle, 
gave about how and why they 
killed their wealthy parents. "Of 
special interest is bow and where 
they entered the room and started 
firing," said Judge Stanley Weis­
berg. reading the jury's note. The 
jurors also heard a read-back of 
testimony about where Erik and 
his mother were. when Lyle heard 
them fighting three nights before 
the brothers shotgunned their par­
ents to death. 

AP 
ERIK MENENDEZ: 
Actions questioned Erik, 23, and Lyle, 25, claim they 

acted after years of physical and 
mental abuse. Prosecutors say the motive was to inherit Sl 4 
million. Lyle's fate is being decided by a different jury, 
which has deliberated 16 days without a verdict 

Written by Paul Leavitt. Contributing: Carrie Ferguson, 
Gary Fields and Todd Halvorson 
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Limited options likely 
for women in combat

Defense Secretary Les Aspin has ordered the Pentagon

Clinton factor: Tom Gallagher, political analyst at x 
Lehman Bros., predicts the Federal Reserve will push inter- \ 
est rates higher this year, partly because it will be free from 
any political pressures not to do so. President Clinton can 
live with slightly higher rates now because he wont want 
rates on the rise as his 1996 re-election campaign nears, 
Gallagher says. He also warns of another statistical hurdle 
this bull market faces: Since 1948, the Standard & Poor’s 
500 has posted a down year in about half of all four-year 
presidential terms. Each time the down year was in the first 
or second year of the term. That suggests we either get the 
down year now — or not for at least three years.

KANTOR: F
shipments illegal

ain^mpo^ ^uiri^e'c^US. 

dent of the American Textile Manufacturers Institute.

NEW INDICTMENT: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Tex- 
as, was indicted again on a charge of official misconduct 
that was previously dismissed for being too vague, prosecu­
tors said. The reinstated indictment was among three felo­
ny charges and a misdemeanor count quashed Dec. 28 by 
state Judge John Onion pending their clarification by prose­
cutors. Hutchison was charged with misuse of state employ­
ee and equipment for political purposes by Hutchison 
whde she was Texas state treasurer. Hutchison, who won by 
a landslide in a special election last June, denies wrongdo- 
DemSra^5 Charges are P°litically motivated by

BIG-SPENDSR AMBASSADORS: The Clinton ad- 
ministration has stuck to tradition by giving plum ambassa­
dorships to political supporters and big contributors, The 
Associated Press reports. Of the 77 people Clinton has nomi­
nated to head embassies and other diplomatic missions 31 
nominees or 40%, are from political ranks outside the pro­
fessional foreign service, according to an AP review of Sen- 
t nn aaa61?1 P613110^ Committee records. Five were 
5100,000-plus donors to Democrats. California hotel opera­
tor Larry Lawrence, who gave $196,304, failed to win the 
endorsement of a Senate committee for his nomination to 
Switzerland. The full Senate will take up his nomination. Big 
contributors getting diplomatic posts included: Swanee 

$?28;700’ S° Austria; Terry Dombush, $253,750, 
to the Netherlands; Edward Elson, $182,714, to Denmark1 
Pamela Hamman, $130,902, to France.

mi

wJZ K a??^vprof>°^of rules’ Pentagon spoken “Vukovar is a symbol of the inhumanity that has taken
d tatkl Said P^ce during this very tragic war,” Madeleine Albright said

^^mgton Post reported that the Army and Ma- Thursday in a trembling voice, during a visit to the town, in 
VCir^?ed Smalesrolesincom- the former Yugoslav republic of Croatia.

Albright warned the former Yu­
goslav republics to cooperate with 
an international war crimes tribu­
nal set up to prosecute those ac­
cused of atrocities in fighting fol­
lowing the breakup of Yugoslavia. 

Vukovar, on the Danube River 
border between Serbia and Cro­
atia, was reduced to rubble in 
shelling by Serbs during a civil war 
between Croats and Serbs backed 
by the Yugoslav army.

- 1716 111335 grave, a relatively 
ALBRIGHT: Symbol small plot encircled by barbed

i 4-
Agence Franre-Presse _ The mass grave,' a relatively 

of inhumanity’ wire, contains die remains'of'as
----------- .. many as 300 people killed after the 

worth of illegal shipments of Chi- j town fell to Serb troops in November 1991.
nese products through other coun- • Serbs have been accused of the worst atrocities in Cro- 
^2° ,I^ntor Lsaid aba and inlater fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina. But Croats

The 6-month-long war in Croatia started afteYcroats de­
clared independence from Serb-dominated Yugoslavia in 

, June 1992. The war ended with a truce, but sporadic fight- 
, ing has continued.

Ethnic war spread in April 1992 to Bosnia, where an esti­
mated 200,000 people have died in 20 months of fighting.

VIETNAM MIAS: U5. teams fanned out across old bat­
tlefields in Vietnam in search of remains of US. soldiers 
who died in combat during the Viemam War. Five separate 
US. congressional delegations and high-ranking U.S. mili- 

Jtary officers are scheduled to visit Vietnam during the next 
U0 days to assess progress in locating those listed as Missing 
iin Action. The United States has said that lifting its 19-year- 
told trade embargo against Viemam depends on progress in 
^getting full account of the 2,239 remaining US MIAs.

MEXICAN UPRISING: Catholic leaders in Chiapas said 
that the death toll from a southern Mexico uprising has 
topped 400 but the military insisted that 95 died during the 
six-day rebellion. The Mexican army appeared close to 
crushing the rebellion by armed peasants but its near-vic- 
tory was tainted by accusations that heavily armed soldiers 
were violating human rights. President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari said the Chiapas uprising was not an Indian rebel­
lion and that the indigenous population rejected violence.

• • * Israel and the PLO agreed to return to the 
negotiating table next week, ending the most serious crisis 
to shake the peace process since the Sept 13 signing of an 
autonomy accord ... Venezuelan authorities believe fire­
arms, homemade knives and even grenades remain in the 
hands of inmates at a prison that was the site of a bloody 
riot this week and fear further violence could erupt ... 
Forecasters predicted more than 100 out-of-control brush 
fires near Sydney, Australia, could worsen today in the re­
gion’s worst fire emergency in 50 years.

U.K. envoy: World must 
know Croatian tragedy

: 1

Aspin rejected a draft proposal of rules, Pentagon spokes-

. “ —1 U1VO UJ Will”

bat units, succeeded in limiting options for women. The pro­
posed changes would continue to exclude females from 
most jobs in field artillery, short-range air defense, military 
intelligence, combat engineering, air cavalry and special 
operations aircraft, the Post said.

Aspin hopes to complete the report before he leaves of­
fice, deLaski said. Aspin steps down Jan. 20 after a rocky 
year s tenure in which females in combat and homosexuals 
m the military were among tough issues he faced.

CHINA TRADE: The Clinton ad­
ministration slashed the quota for 
textile imports from China by 
more than $1 billion, in retaliation 
for what Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor said was $2 billion 

nese products through other coun-

Chmese textiles and clothing have and Muslims also have been tied to such crimes, 
been shipped illegally through at

ap least 25 other countries, including
Says Honduras, Panama and Hong
”1 Kong. “Obviously they are selling

products in an illegal manner,”

Tn-tow. presi-



lower-respiratory-tract infections, ear, nose and throat problems, 
potentially serious complications in those suffering from- asthma.

are exposed
vironmentai smoKe in their day care centers, the academy said. 
I think most parents who smoke would really like to stop smoking i 
around their children," Elders said. "But we know that tobacco i

(Optional add end)
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800-393-6733, for the
about the risks of

bc-elders - al611
(ATTN: National editors) (Includes optional trims) 
Surgeon General Says Children Victimized by Smoking Parents 
By Marlene Cimons= (c) 1994, Los Angeles Times=

WASHINGTON Surgeon Gen. Joycelyn Elders Thursday urged parents who smoke 
to seek help in quitting or to indulge their habit outside their homes and 
cars, saying: "Your children are the innocent victims of your addictions." 

Lending her support to a new national campaign against the dangers of 
second-hand smoke on young children. Elders acknowledged that cigarette 
smoking is a tough addiction to break. But she pleaded with parents to think 
about the health consequences of their smoking on their offspring. 

"We, as adults, have a choice," she said. "But our children have no 
choice.11

Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency classified second-hand 
smoke as a Group A carcinogen, meaning it is known to cause cancer in humans. 
Moreover, children's exposure to environmental smoke is known to cause 

, and

More than 50 percent of children under age 5, or 9 million American 
children, live in homes with at least one adult smoker, according to the 
American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, which is sponsoring 
the new campaign.

Furthermore, more than 725,000 children in the United States 
to environmental smoke in their day care centers

I think t.aicLo whw awoke wuum reany nxe to stop smoking in a
home around their children," Elders said. "But we know that tobacco is the 
most addictive substance we've got, more addictive than cocaine or heroin. . 
thaththeytsmokee"USt nOt quite been able to give it up, and they feel badly

Waljer Merryman, vice president of the Tobacco Institute, which represents 
^!iiJdUS5ry,i?9fe®d that ".everYone is and should be concerned with the 
health and well-being of children," and that smoking parents "may want to 
exercise common sense about smoking in front of their children in the same way
they use common sense about other exposures and activities.''

The new campaign was immediately endorsed by the American Medical
. As a nation, we must do our best to keep children safe from

harm, and that means eliminating their exposure to the dangers of passive 
smoke, said Dr. Thomas Houston, director of the AMA's office of preventive 
medicine and public health. Children should not be harmed by an adult's 
Decision to smoke.11

The academy has established a toll free number, 
public to obtain materials and other information
second-hand smoke on children.
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WASHINGTON Calling Cold War-era radiation experiments on often 
uspecting patients "unconscionable,'' a key lawmaker Thursday

Governmental"hich.he. chairs, will conduct hearings later this month on

them.

i-hZ nor™ n ^nas experiments conducted on human subjects by
the Defense Department, the CIA and any other government agencies.

W & K H rh 3 a zA i 4- 4 »■» 4- a J —  ___________ « « • . - .

is that,
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****
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the central Intelligence Agency, for example might have played in the

determine if any improper experiments on humans persist to this day,
said. We need to know from the administration that they are doing evervthina 
possible to assure that no improper testing ... continues. - Y 9 
acceptable.''

a°vIrn°t£??VinUe tO this day soinewhere deeP the bowels of the federal

"We don't know for certain it is not going

rued by:LAWP( ) on 01/07/94 at 02:10EST **** 
printed by:WHPR(162) on 01/07/94 at 03:27EST ****
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(ATTN: National editors) (Includes optional trims) 
Clinton Urged to Review All Government Testing Programs (Washn) 
By Michael Ross= (c) 1994, Los Angeles Times=
WASHINGTON Calling Cold War-era radiation experiments on often 

unsuspecting patients "unconscionable,'' a key lawmaker Thursday urged 
President Clinton to order a government-wide review to determine whether any 
similar experiments with other dangerous substances had been performed or 
were now under way.

Sen. John Glenn, D-Ohio, suggested that the once-secret radiation tests 
might be only one piece in a dark pattern of experimentation with dangerous 
substances including drugs, chemicals, pesticides and other hazardous 
subjects65 that COUld have been conducted fay government agencies on unwitting

Furthermore, he said, it was possible that such tests were continuing. 
While stressing that he had no evidence that either case was true, Glenn 

said he was disturbed that no one had yet addressed the questions
I am calling for a government-wide review of all testing programs from 

military tests at DOD (the Department of Defense) to 

■'' Glenn

government?••
The answer, he added, 

on right now.''

testing. --- pxayeu m rne
While commending those efforts, Glenn said Clinton also should order full 

°£ any. other kinds of experiments conducted on human subjects bv 

do ™ the government, • • Glenn told a Capitol Hill news conference.
But do we know, with 100 percent certainty, that testing without consent

No other answer is 

remarks came as he announced that the Senate

the newly publicized radiation experiments.
the.radiation tests was released last month by Energy 

Secretary Hazel O'Leary m the name of full government disclosure. 
Energy Department officials are still reviewing massive amounts of 

th ? determine the full extent and nature of the testing. So far, it 
bbat ”any of the tests were conducted often with fatal consequences 

on subjects who were unaware of the potential dangers to ‘' 4

(Optional add end)

The tests, conducted in an era when fears of nuclear attack

radiation fallout on humans.
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WASHINGTON (AP) EPA Administrator Carol Browner promised

WASHINGTON (AP)
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EPA Administrator Carol Browner promised
Thursday to broadly expand the amount of information provided to 
the public about toxic chemical releases by industry.

As a first step, the Environmental Protection Agency announced 
it would nearly double to more than 630 the number of chemicals 
about which emission information must be reported annually under 
the Toxic Release Inventory law.

But Ms. Browner said public access to such information ''is 
absolutely critical'' and that later this year she plans to expand 
the list of types of industrial facilities required to make 
pollution reports.

Currently only manufacturers are required to disclose chemical 
releases in the air, water and into the ground. Last year, 
manufacturers reported releasing 3.38 billion pounds of toxic 
chemicals into the environment during 1991.

''We will move as quickly as possible to expand the facilities 
that will be covered by the reporting requirements, Ms. Browner 
told a news conference.

Environmentalists long have said the current reporting 
requirements fail to count hundreds of tons of toxic chemical 
releases from such activities as mining, waste disposal and 
incineration, oil and gas drilling, electric utilities and 
transportation activities.

''They are all candidates'' for being included in an expanded 
reporting rule, said one EPA official, who requested anonymity. 

Browner said no decision has been made on specific industries 
that might be brought under the umbrella of the Toxic Release 
Inventory law.

The Clinton administration has made clear its intention to 
toughen and broaden the 1987 law requiring manufacturing plants to 
report releases of toxic chemicals into the air, water and into the 
ground. Last year the White House directed federal facilities, 
including defense sites, to report releases.

''We believe that it's vital to give the American people as much 
information as possible about their communities and their 
environment,'' said Ms. Browner.

Under the proposal announced Thursday, the EPA will require 
reporting on 313 additional chemicals, including 170 chemicals that 
are used to make pesticides. Currently, reporting is required on 
about 320 chemicals.

The additional chemicals will mean 2,400 additional 
manufacturing facilities will need to provide pollution data to the 
government, said Morton Greenwood, the EPA director who oversees 
the reporting program.

Greenwood said the agency also has begun examining whether 
industry also should make chemical production and use data 
available to the public. Several states already require reporting 
such information, officials said.

The EPA likely will have to ask Congress for new legislation if 
it wants to collect substantial chemical production data.

Environmentalists have called the toxic inventory release 
requirement one of the most successful environmental protection 
measures enacted in recent years.

The disclosure requirement has ''put the power of the



spotlight'' on manufacturers, causing them to reduce their toxic 
chemical emissions because of public pressure, said Fred Krupp, 
executive director of the Environmental Defense Fund.
APNP-01-06-94 1814EST
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Need for Public Trust
“You can't do anything in this agen-

It is the sort of story the public loves 
tut that is so rare in Washington: a 
'Cabinet official, acting on gut instinct, 
stands up and takes a bold stand. A£

was John F. O’Leary, the Deputy Sec­
retary of Energy under President Jim-1 
my Carter, was familiar with those ; 
challenges when President Clinton ■ 
asked her to be his Energy Secretary. 
As she is fond of saying, referring to I 
the political unattractiveness of her 
job, "smart money doesn’t come 
here.”

To be sure, her predecessors were 
often stymied by the agency’s myriad 
troubles and deeply embedded secre­
tive practices. John S. Herrington, the 
Energy Secretary during the last four 
years of the Reagan Administration, 
began the process of opening the de­
partment to public scrutiny. But his 
work to disclose secrets so enraged the 
career engineers who managed the 
bomb plants that Mr. Herrington spent 
his last year in office engaged in a 
pitched battle with his own staff for 
control of the department.

Mrs. O’Leary, though, has ap-i

“I was stunned by what I read 
and it was clear getting this out 
was the right thing to do. 1 think 
that is the way this Government is 

' supposed to work."

So far, many supporters and 
critics of the department agree 
the investigation has been a triumph

Mr. Reicher said. "People were •
injected with plutonium back in 
the 1940’s. Ther ■ = a newspaper m
New Mexico that's about to lay
out the whole thing."

Recalling her reaction in an in­
terview, Mrs. O’Leary said: “I 
said to him, ‘Let’s get it out Just
,throw it on the pile.’ It was an­
other piece in our work to come | for Mrs. O’Leary and has produced 
clean.” '"

Secrets Are Disclosed
“The pile," it turns out, was a

iproject Mrs. O’Leary had started 

I seemed like somebody who had 
been caught up in a giant ma­
chine. Those are the people who

establish a new radioactive waste stor­
age complex. Some environmental ad­
vocates said they were ready to go to 
the mat to defend the Federal Super­
fund law and other toxic waste meas­
ures against changes they believe 
could weaken environmental protec­
tions.

“All of this requires some stature, a 
track record and a group of people who 
will trust that you will be around to see 
the thing through,” Mrs. O’Leary said. 
"We re pushing the national agenda 
forward and now 1 have this opportuni­
ty, maybe, of making some headway. I 
know there’s a high level of cynicism 
that’s going to crop up even as we 

t speak. But we address that with follow 
■ through.”

Mrs. O’Leary, whose late husband

Amarillo, Tex., and perhaps others.
Mrs. O’Leary acknowledges that she 

must build her department’s credibil­
ity, to begin solving these formidable 
problems. Texas is wary of plans to 

men and women who had long been the 
Department’s most influential and vo­
cal critics in Washington.

One was Mr. Reicher, a 37-year-old 
Stanford-educated lawyer from the 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
who filed a lawsuit in the late 1980’s 
that helped stop a new plutonium plant 
in Idaho. Mr. Reicher is Mrs. O’Leary’s 
deputy chief of staff and chief environ­
mental counsel.

Another top staff member is Dr. 
Tara O’Toole, a physician and former 
researcher at the Congressional Office 
of Technology Assessment who pro­
duced a series of revealing studies on 
the agency's waste problems. Dr. 
O’Toole is Assistant Secretary of Ener­
gy for Environment. Safety and Health.

But Mrs. O’Leary’s own engaging 
and formidable personality has also 
helped her make her mark. She is 
described by friends and colleagues as 
a study in contrasts. She admits to 
being an impulsive perfectionist and a 
demanding boss. But she earns her 
aides’ loyalty with an endearing moth­
erly charm, well-timed hugs and

Lifting a veil of 
secrecy, a Cabinet 
member ends an

equally daunting task of disarming the ; 
nuclear arsenal and dismantling highly
contaminated bomb factories, some of 
them among the largest concrete and
stainless steel structures ever built. To 
meet these goals, Mrs. O’Leary said, 
the Administration is proposing to es­
tablish at least one new nuclear waste

slLe al lhe. panlex P|ant near

political benefits for President Clinton. 
As more experiments were disclosed 

' • by news organizations, Mrs. O’Leary 
called on the Government to compen- 

  k sate people who had been harmed.
lin May to begin declassifying mil- ' The white House, aware of the grow-

j planned by the Department that carry 
I far higher political price tags. One is a 
I proposal in Texas to establish a new 1 
i nuclear waste storage site. Another is a
i proposal to change Federal environ- j 
mental cleanup standards.

J It is no longer a secret that the

By KEITH SCHNEIDER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30 - En­
ergy Secretary Hazel R. O’Leary 
was in her office in November
when Dan Reicher, a top aide, , ■* 
pulled her out of a meeting and
told her he had disturbing news.

“I just found out about experi­

lions of cold war records from
Energy Department archives
around the country. On Dec. 7,ata , ■ . . .
news conference, Mrs. O Leary •» .Health Service, the National Aeronau- 
made the project public by dis- tiCS an{j Space Administration, the De- 
closing some closely held secrets -panment of Veterans Affairs, the Cen- 
.about the American nuclear ar- Jtral Intelligence Agency and the Penta- 
isenal, like the amount of plutoni- L gon. In the course of four weeks. Mrs. 
urn the United States has pro- O'Leary had transformed herself from 
j... j hi i./ «/ ii iAa relative unknown into a orominentduced since World War II. ila relative unknown into a prominent

But it was Mrs. O’Leary’s vow <Cabinet member.^
at the news conference to follow ‘
up a seven-year-olo request from ,
Congress and undertake a thor- ;.cv without trust and confidence," Mrs. 
ough investigation of her depart- pO’Leary said in the interview. “But 1 

ment’s human radiation experi­
ments that caused the biggest
sensation.

wastes.
Slow Pace of Cleanups

Since 1988, well over $20 billion has 
been spent by the department to ad­
dress the waste problem, but Mrs. 
O’Leary said there was precious little 

■i evidence that there had been any im- 
 i provements. One reason the pace has

i been so slow is the complexity of Fed-
Cnntinued on Pape D20. Column 1 I eral rules for cleaning up and disposing

of wastes, which Mrs. O’Leary said 
sharply increased costs while doing 

---------------------------------------- little to lower risks. The Clinton Admin- • 
istration is preparing a proposal to 
change the cleanup standards, she 
said.

The post-cold war era has also sad-

I
i

mi a. , -------- ---------
I tends to stay at the Energy Depart-

Disclosing Radiation Tests
Puts Official in Limelight

department’s credibility would
make her job easier.

An Upsetting Report
As the first black woman to

head the sprawling Energy De­
partment, Mrs. O’Leary, who was
reared in segregated Newport
News, Va., said she was ever­
sensitive to Government-sanc­
tioned policies that were unjust or
abusive. And when she read in
The Albuquerque Tribune how 'i Energy b“epartment‘, which once'was 

charged with building the world’s mostGovernment doctors in the 1940’s | r' ” ;
unwittingly exposed five Ameri- : advanced atomic weaponry, was hard- 
cans to plutonium without their
full informed consent, she said,
"it iust hurt me.” Among the sub­
jects oi me experiments was a 3i- 
year-old railroad porter named
Elmer Allen, whose injured left
leg was amputated after it was
injected with plutonium.

Mrs. O’Leary said: "Mr. Allen 
appeared so utterly incapable of 
taking care of himself. My sense
was nobody was looking out for
Mr. Allen before the testing. He

. had no idea that this would be as big a
piece of building trust as it has. I
thought a narrow public would focus on 

j-K.. ...

56-year-old Energy Secretary , ry, i>Ve gotten it. 1 understand what is proached the job differently. Perhaps 
said her actions illustrated the . igoing on here. The public, 1 hope, sees a •
melding of instinct and ] '' ‘ ' ’ J *
acumen that have marked Mrs. (

- O’Leary’s long career in Govern- ! e— •■'■•r
ment and the electric utility in- l - ■ -• ■ •
idustry. They described her as the
sort of woman who was unafraid
to act when struck by the gravity 

investigating, Administration officials 
say, occurred years before President 

: Clinton took office. i
But behind Mrs. O’Leary’s concern 

i for this corner of cold war medical 
I history lies a nest of other projects

I thank them. Tall, slim, and elegant in 
dress and manners, Mrs. O’Learyj 
stands out for her humor and her 
swearing, a habit picked up in law 
school, she said.

President Clinton has already ex­
pressed his admiration for her work. 
Last summer, she was a pivotal part of 
his decision not to resume nuclear 
bomb testing at the Nevada Test Site. 
Hillary Clinton also is a fan. At the I 
White House Christmas party, Mrs. 
Clinton hugged the Energy Secretary 
and gushed about her work in disclos­
ing the atomic medical secrets.

Mrs. O’Leary, though, said .she in- 

ment for only four years. “And what

and answered, “I’m going to work oni 
i my thighs and my backhand.”
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A periodic look behind the law.
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worth more than $155 a month.
But Representative Robert T. Ma-

by the internal Revenue Service made 
it clear that the free, reserved, under- 
ground parking spaces given all sena­
tors and representatives and many of

themselves.
An obscure provision of an energy 

policy law they passed in 1992 requires 
workers who receive iree or subsidized 
parking from their employers to pay 
income taxes on the value that is worth 
more than $155 a month, beginning 
with their 1993 returns. The expecta-

- culate the value of the parking space it 
: provides. Those like the Treasury Dv- 
1 partment that are in especially high- 

:nt areas will probably have to see

Limited National Effect
Across the Potomac at the Pentagon,

more than $155 a month.
The ne’

I according to the rules issued last week. 
Presumably, Ms. Hevener said, law­
makers could provide a calculation 

not

large cities would be affected.

Coming Home to Roost

Apparently no one ever dreamed this 
would apply to lawmakers.

Loophole With Heat
Still, it is in Congress where the 

parking law is likely to create the big­
gest stir. Mary B. Hevener, a Washing­
ton lawyer who is an authority on the ‘ 
taxation of fringe benefits, suggested 
that the tax regulations were written in

■-offices nationwide. In midtown Man- 
Jhattan, where parking can cost many 
hundreds of dollars a month, very few 

Companies offer free parking-and those 
• that do give it only to their most senior

willing to take the political heat.

The regulations stated that for 1993 
taxes only, the value of parking spaces 
could be calculated by any reasonable

attempt in Congress to escape the law. 
"There’s a strong feeling we should be 
subject to the same rules as everybody 
else,” he said in an interview.

national tax office of Coopers & Ly- 
gtorand, the accounting firm, said that as 
P-a rule, monthly parking rates were 
.over $155 only in the central business 
i^listricts of a few other large cities: 
' New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, San 
Lfrancisco, Boston and perhaps Phila­
delphia.

-- -------------....... . ...-----------

executives, Mr. Ross said.
The biggest blow could come td peo­

ple in partnerships and owners if busi­
nesses. The new l.R.S. rules stipulate 
that they must pay taxes on the full ; 
value of their parking if the partner­
ship or business picks up the tab and 
are not entitled to the $155 monthly 
exclusion. Many doctors and lawyers 
have incorporated this year simply to 
become eligible for the exclusion.

|.....X? -V.:'-

■ where there are 67 acres of free park- ,hat ^howed^them parking was 
iheirmp almosl certain’

m $155 a month. ■ Bewnd Washjngton' the application tsui-a California Democrat who spon-
■Vrules specified that the val-^j lhe new law appears t0 be limited : sored ,he amendment for the tax on 

— 1 ^William J. Dunn, a manager in the : parking, said he did not anticipate any

ue of parking must be determined by

sentatives to pay their income taxes 
this April. th°v will nrohabfv find they

i owe several hundred dollars more than ; makers and their assistants with re-
1 thcv miaht have *xr»ectt c * served, indoor parking spaces would

have to pay taxes on an additional 
..................................  $1,800 a year ($305 minus $155, or $150, 

times 12 months). Those in the 36 per- 
rcent tax bracket would owe an addi-1- 
Uional $648 in taxes on April 15. 

Outdoor parking in Washington gen­
erally costs less than $155 a month. So 
Vthe thousands of Congressional staff 

members and White House aides who 
have permits to park for free on the

tion or one nearby. And they said the 
monthly rate had to be applied if the 
space was available all month even if, 
as is the case with most lawmakers, it 
is used only part of the time.

The commercial indoor parking clos­
est to the Capitol is at least four blocks 
away, at Union Station and beneath 
office buildings on New Jersey Avenue 
Northwest, North Capitol Street and 
Virginia Avenue Southwest. The cost

No Debate, No Vote

Mr. Matsui said he had the parking ' 
tax provision put into the Energy Poli­
cy Act of 1992 because the budget rules 
required him to find a way to offset the 
revenue that would be lost from a tax 

..-Peter Ross, a lawyer at Hewitt Associ-1 break he proposed for mass transit 
fates, a benefits consulting concern with users. His proposal increased to $60 
f-inffiroc natinrtu/idn In midtnum Man. _____ i_______ ______ufrom $21 the amount employers could 

spend for their workers’ mass transit 
passes without the workers incurring 
taxes. Both the mass transi;, and park­
ing provisions, he said, were meant to 

conserve energy and reduce pollution.
The $155 figure was set, staff offi­

cials said, because that is what the 
Congressional Budget Office estimated 
would raise the same amount of money 

! the mass transit measure would lose.
The parking measure was never de­

bated or voted on separately, and few 
lawmakers were aware of it. Mr. Ma­
tsui said he remembered no considera­
tion of whether Congress would be af­
fected. A staff assistant said he had a , 
vague recollection of a discussion as 
the 1992 law was being drafted that 
ended with the off-the-cuff'conclusion 
that parking on Capitol Hill was not j 
worth $155 a month.

Congress is in recess, and few law­
makers are in their Washington offices 
this week. A half-dozen who were but­
tonholed in the corridors said they had 
never heard of the parking tax.

The l.R.S. rules require employers to 
determine how much parking is worth 
and to include the amount that exceeds 
$155 a month in the total income listed 
on the W-2 forms they send employees 

I showing how much monev was earned 
line previous vear ana nov. 
| was withheld.

In Congress, it is not clear who will 
make that determination. The matter 
seems to fall under the jurisdiction of I 
the Senate Rules Committee and the 
House Administration Committee, but ' 
the staff directors of those committees 
said they had never heard of the new 
parking rules.

Officials in charge of payrolls in the 
Senate and House said they did not 
know about the new parking rules and 
nau no iaea they ought to put some­
thing on lawmakers’ W-2 forms.

Under the law, W-2 forms are sup­
posed to be mailed out by Jan. 31.

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 — When the jor a reserved space in those lots is 
time comes for Senators and Repre- jnore than $300 a month.

If the value of the Congressional
spaces is placed at $305 a month, law-



Jroken fuel line likely killed Mars probe
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year-old from Petaluma, was abducted from her bedroom during a slumber party and later killed.
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Research Laboratory, who headed a 
board that investigated the loss of the 
$1 billion spacecraft

“The board found no smoking gun,” 
Coffey said, adding that without te­
lemetry from the spacecraft or other 
hard data, "it was impossible to pro­
vide conclusive evidence.”

But based on ground tests of similar 
hardware, the board’s final report

"If it’s going to get worse, 
you’ll have to start thinking

3y Paul Hoversten 
USA TODAY

By Haya El Nasser
USA TODAY

Crime bills stacked high
on state lawmakers’ plates

Already, she knows some­
one who was caught in gang 
cross fire: Her niece’s co-work­
er was recently injured in a

light on its solar panels, needed to gen- 
tem probably sprung a leak as it erate power and recharge batteries.

The loss was NASA’s first of a plan­
etary spacecraft since Surveyor 4 in 
1967. NASA hopes to launch another 
robotic mission to Mars in 1996. 

“We'll examine the results and de­
velop corrections,” says Wesley Hunt­
ress, NASA space science chief. 
“We’re going to learn our lessons. ... 
We’ll find a way to go back to Mars.”

commune,” she says. The re­
cent response from lawmak­
ers, she says, "is overdue. I’m

reached Mars after an 11-month trip.
The spewing gases would have 

caused it to spin wildly — preventing 
engineers from restarting the on­
board transmitter that had been 
turned off as a precaution while pres­
surizing the probe’s fuel tanks.

The spin also would have prevent­
ed Mars Observer from getting sun-

State lawmakers eager to al­
lay fears over violence are 
making crime a top legislative 
priority' in 1994.

And not just in big states, like 
New York and California.

Dozens of proposals — from 
more prisons and mandatory 
sentences to gun licensing and 
taxes on ammunition — will be 
weighed in state legislatures 
nationwide. Among them:
► More than 20 states will 

address youth crime and vio­
lence, says the National Con­
ference of State Legislatures. 
Juvenile conviction rates have 
remained stable, but crimes by 

lent and involve younger of-

fllT
fifi

We cannot let criminals 
out early because 
they’ve done a good job 
folding shirts in the 
prison laundry.

55
— Gov. Pete Wilson

I
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A ruptured fuel line that sent Mars 
Observer spinning out of control is 
probably what silenced the probe last 
August, say experts who studied one 
of NASA’s biggest mysteries.

“In all likelihood, there is a Mars 
Observer up there ... (but) it’s essen­
tially dead in space,” said Timothy
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Massachusetts will debate 
broad gun-control packages.

The National Rifle Associa-
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LOS ANGELES - Rebecca
Wackier has been here only
three months and she’s already
an expert on all the crime pre­
vention drills that come so nat­
urally to natives:

She locks the doors while
driving and avoids curbside
lanes when stopped at a light
She never gets too close to the
car in front to allow for a quick 
getaway. And she never goes to
a bank machine alone at night 

"I came here with a Club
(anti-theft device) for my car
which I never had to use in At­
lanta,” says the actress and
aerobics instructor. “Now, it’s
become an extension of pulling
the key out of the ignition.”

Californians are more con­
cerned than ever about rising
crime. Drive-by gang shootings
and slayings like that of 12-
year-old Polly Klaas have ter­
rorized and angered residents.

As a result, crime has soared
to the top of the political agen­
da, as it has in many states
across the country. response to the highly publi-

On Wednesday, California cized case of Polly, who was 
Gov. Pete Wilson in his State of kidnapped during a slumber 
the State address to the Legisla- party at her Petaluma home.
ture, said, “Each of us has a Assembly Speaker Willie 
right not to live in fear (and) Brown says crime will be one 
that’s why I’ve called a special of 1994’s top legislative issues. 
l._ i  ’ “ . • “The Public generally be-

-J3424 

43,081 
J 2,999 
J 2,903 

2310

Source FBI Uniform Crime Index 

youths "have grown more vio- bills in 36 states, 
lent and involve younger of- Among the NRA’s priorities- 
fenders,” the group says. bills that require life sentences

Alaska, Arizona, Connecti- for three-time violent felons.
cut, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, ► In Washington state, pro- 
Minnesota, Utah and Washing- posed laws include felony 
ton are most likely to pass stiff- charges for adults who sell or 
er penalties for juvenile of- provide handguns to minors 
fenders, the group says. State Sen. Phil Talmadge -

Most likely to take action targeting violent video games 
against gang violence: Arizona, and other entertainment — is 
Missouri and Wisconsin. proposing the state withdraw
► At least 12 states will con- investments in corporations 

sider gun-control measures, selling “violence-related prod- 
Among them: longer waiting ucts or services.”
periods, licensing taxes, limits And a new Elwav Poll says 
on monthly purchases, juvenile crime is the No. 1 issue facing 
possession bans and adult li- state government. Crime 
ability laws. Maryland and ranked ninth last year

"It’s the randomness of it,” 
pollster Stuart Elway says. 
“That you could be driving

don, which opposes gun con- down the street and somebody 
trol, says it’s pushing crime is going to pull a gun.”

By J.L. Albert, USA TODAY

► Ohio Gov. George Voino- criminals convicted of a third 
vich Wednesday introduced a violent felony.

.. r "For some vicious criminals.

children. He also asked for a said Wilson. “For those who

F'

session of the Legislature ...
we must move on three fronts lieves they are in danger and 
to make California safe.” then they hevt-----

They include putting more been,” he said this-' weeL ~ 
police on the streets, prevent- Usually, during a recession 
tng children from turning to like California’s three-year

’revolving door of justice."
Wilson, up for re-election,

Usually, during a recession

crime and putting an end to the slump, “the concerns about the 
“nvdmno h™- economy outweigh everything

else,” says Mark DiCamillo of 
supports the death penalty and The Field Poll.

. ‘ ‘ J But not this year.
tough on crime. Poll results show crime is

Among his requests to law- the No. 1 concern and “that 
makers: life sentences for isn’t lost upon the Legislature 

,„i. ■•.hctch z‘ z th.;7d and governor as they approach 
, . - ------------- • election," he says.

package that includes tougher “For some vicious criminals. Wackier, 44, and other resi- 
penalties for crimes against three strikes is two too many," dents say it’s high time the gov- 
children. He also asked for a said Wilson. “For those who ernment got serious about 
referendum to reduce appeal commit forcible rape, who mo- crime.
time in death-penalty cases. lest a child, or devastate a com- “In Atlanta the crime rate is 

’’People are genuinely munity through arson, the first very high, too, but... it feels a
scared ’ GOP consultant Eddie offense should be the last.” little more ruthless here,”
Mahe Jr. says. “We’re in one of The so-called “three strikes Wackier says
those (legislative) one-upman- and you’re out" measure is be-  
ship games to see who’s going ing introduced in both houses
to prove who’s toughest,” Dem- Another bill would prohibit
ocrate or Republicans. violent and sexual offenders .. „„ 111JUICU U1

instead of funding preven- from using work-time credits drive-by shooting in Venice
tion programs, politicians "fo- to reduce their prison sen-  
cus on the three R’s: Revenge, tences by more than 15%. 
Retaliation and Retribution be- “We cannot let criminals out about going off and living in a 
cause that gets them the fourth early because they’ve done a ------- " ’ ~
R - Re-elected," says James good job folding shirts in the
Fox, dean of criminal justice at prison laundry." he said.  
Northeastern University. His comments came during praying it’ll have a payoff”

Contributing: Haya El Nas- a special legislative session on--------------------------- ------
ser and Deeann Gamser crime which he called partly in ► Anti-crime plans, 1A
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The Energy Department, besieged by 700 callers an hour 
worried about human radiation tests, Wednesday tripled 
the number of workers answering its Human Experimenta­
tion Hotline. The agency also extended hours the 36 opera­
tors will field questions, from 8:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. ET. The 
number: 1-800-493-2998. Last month Energy Secretary Ha­
zel O’Leary ordered release of thousands of documents de­
tailing nuclear experiments on civilians, including infants, 
pregnant women, and retarded students in the ’50s and ’60s.

NEW STORM: As 
the East Coast dug out 
from a nor’easter 
Tuesday that killed 13 
people, stranded 
thousands of commut­
ers and closed schools 
in 16 states from 
North Carolina to 
Maine, another storm 
is bearing down on 
the upper Plains to­
day. Warnings of 
more than 6 inches of 
snow were posted for 
an area stretching 
from Minnesota to 
western New York. 
(Full weather, 16A)

HUSH HUSH: The Lawrence Livermore National Labora­
tory's “Project Woodpecker” won the Intelligence Commu­
nity Seal Medallion late last year, but what the team did is a 
secret The lab, one of two where nuclear bombs are de­
signed, was cited for finding “an extremely powerful opera­
tional capability that can be used to gather intelligence 
from unique sources not exploitable by any other means.”

CLARIFICATION: Alpha Phi Omega at Mississippi’s Al­
corn State University, referred to in a Monday story on haz­
ing, is not associated with the national organization.

ALSO WEDNESDAY

► RADICAL FUGITIVE: Jeffrey “Donovan" Powell a 
fugitive member of the 1960s-era anti-war Weather Under­
ground, has reached a plea agreement with Chicago prose­
cutors and will surrender today, authorities said. He faces 
charges in the October 1969 “Days of Rage” street riots.
► BOMB SCARE: Two bombs found in front of New 

York office building; each carried a note complaining Isra­
el’s government was too liberal, police said. Neither build­
ing had an obvious link to Israel, authorities said
► MARIJUANA REVIEW: The Public Health Service 

confirmed it is reviewing a government ban on medicinal 
use of marijuana for such conditions as glaucoma and nau­
sea associated with cancer chemotherapy.
► PORN SCANDAL: The Marines dishonorably dis­

charged two enlisted men at Camp Pendleton, Calif., for in­
volvement in a gay pornography ring authorities said. 
Hearings are pending against some of the 10 implicated.
► VIRUS DEATH: A Sparks man is the first known death 

in Nevada from a rodent-borne hantavirus, health officials 
said. The man, who died in October, wasn’t identified pub­
licly. His death is the 30th blamed on the virus. There have 
been at least 50 cases reported in 13 states.

Citadel loses court appeal

The Citadel lost another round 
in its fight to remain an all-male 
military academy. A federal ap­
peals court panel in Richmond, 
Va., denied a rehearing on its Au­
gust order that Shannon Faulkner, 
18, of Powdersville, S.C., be al­
lowed to attend classes with cadets 
at the state-run school in Charles­
ton, S.C., while she pursues her sex­
discrimination lawsuit seeking to 
become a member of the cadet

By Gerry Pate, ap corps. She plans to begin classes 
FAULKNER: Plans Jan. 13, unless the Citadel wins a 
to start class Jan. 13 Supreme Court postponement.

Written by Paul Leavitt Contributing: Linda Kanamine.

By Gene Puskar. AP

IN DORMANT, PA.: A couple
tries clear a path at their home.

TOURIST PATROL: Miami International Airport will pay 
$1.8 million for a 23-member “tourist police” squad to pa­
trol “the triangle,” home to 39 rental car companies, eight 
hotels, two limousine companies and a sightseeing bus oper­
ator. The airport police station already has 121 officers. Ten 
foreigners have been killed in Florida since October 1992.

DEA AGENT STEALS MONEY: Rene De La Cova, 44, a 
Drug Enforcement Administration agent who arrested Pan­
amanian strongman Manuel Noriega in 1990, pleaded guilty 
in Miami to pocketing $700,000 given him by money laun- 
derers in an undercover sting A plea bargain calls for a 2- 
year sentence. “It always hurts when someone goes over to 
the dark side,” said DEA spokesman Bill Ruzzamenti.

KEVORKIAN FREE: Jack Kevorkian, 65 , was released on 
$100 bond on a charge of assisting the Nov. 22 suicide of Ali 
Khalili, 61, who had bone cancer. It was the fourth time 
Kevorkian, a retired pathologist, has been charged with vio­
lating the ban on assisting suicide. A state appeals court to­
day hears arguments on whether the ban is legal.

POTTY PROBLEM: When federal workplace inspectors 
told Pro-Line Cap Co. it had to have more women’s rest­
rooms at its plant near Fort Worth, the athletic cap manu­
facturer dismissed nearly 30 female employees, the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission said in a lawsuit 
filed Tuesday. The company didn’t discriminate but 
couldn’t afford to build more facilities, its lawyer said.

UNDER FIRE: sen. —
Bob Packwood, R-
Ore., who’s been dog­
ged by protesters con­
cerning his alleged
sexual harassment of
workers, twisted his
knee when he fell in
the Tom Tom restau­
rant in Roseburg Ore.
Asked if he needed an
ambulance, he re­
plied, "No, I want a 
lawyer. The floor was
wet.” That was a joke, 
an aide said. The Sen­
ate ethics committee
is investigating the
Sexual harassment The Oregonian via AP

complaints against PACKWOOD: Senator takes a 
Packwood. fall in restaurant
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Telecommunications Talks

Costly Mars Mission Failure /
Is Tied to Fuel-Line Rupture

mission.

I

grew in complexity, he said, “the Ob-

THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 1994
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Dr. Timothy Coffey, director of re­
search at the Naval Research Labora­
tory who was head of the investigation, 
said the board concluded from consid­
erable circumstantial evidence that 
leaking fuel very likely sent the space­
craft into a rapid, uncontrollable spin. 
This would have triggered an emergen- 
cv shutdown and prevented the craft

i

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 - Five days 
before the Administration discloses 
the details of its legislative goals for 
the so-called information superhigh­
way, Vice President Al Gore met 
today for a two-hour brainstorming 
session with top executives-from the 
telephone, cable television and enter­
tainment industries.

But Mr. Gore offered few clues 
about the Administration’s plans, ac­
cording to those who were present. 
Instead, he and Secretary of Com­
merce Ronald H. Brown spent most 
of the time listening to a debate on 
many issues surrounding an overhaul 
of the country’s telecommunications 
laws.

Mr. Gore is leading an intensive 
White House effort to reach a com­
prehensive legislative package de­
signed to promote private investment 
in advanced communications net­
works and extend the reach of those 
networks to all layers of society.

Among those attending today’s 
meeting were top executives from 
Bell Atlantic, Pacific Telesis and 
Ameritech, as well as people from 
Disney Studios. Motorola, Sprint and 
Black Entertainment Television.

In December, Mr. Gore said the 
Administration would support legis­
lation that removed many of the legal 

i restrictions that prevented cable tele­
vision and telephone companies from 

i entering each others’ markets and 
• ! barred the regional Bell companies 

from providing long-distance service. 
But the debate continues about the 

details of that plan, each of which 
could affect billions of dollars in tele­
phone and t» evision service. One ex­
ecutive who attended the meeting to-

Internal Review Ordered
Daniel S. Goldin, the Administrator 

of the space agency, said the analysis 
of the failure was “fair, exhaustive and 
technically rigorous.” He ordered an 
internal review of the findings to estab­
lish what corrective measures should I toward Mars, traces of the nitrogen 
be taken to preclude such failures in | tetroxide, perhaps no more than two 
the future. I tablespoons of it. could have trickledl

At a news conference in Washington,! through a defective valve in the pipes. 
' This could have led to the inadvertent 
mixing of the two fuels during the 
pressurization. A resulting build-up of 
temperatures and pressures would 
have ruptured the pipes and acted like 
an uncontrolled thruster, sending the 
craft spinning wildly.

Experiments ordered by the board 
and conducted bv the Naval Research 

from pointing ns antennas tor commu- Laooratory ana me Air Force corrobo- 
nicating with Earth. The spm probably I rated the hypothesis, Dr. Coffey said, 
shook loose antennas and almost cer- j Other possible causes that have not 
tainly led to battery failure and hope-1 been ruled out include a short circuit, 
iess silence. i which could have caused a major elec -

Even if the spin did not have these trical failure; an accident involving the 
effects, the board concluded, some of explosives that open fuel-line valves, 
the leaking fuel, monomethyl hydra- and a malfunction of pressurization 
zine, was highly corrosive and would | regulator".
probably have damaged critical elec-; In faulting NASA’s management of 
trical circuits. i the project. Dr. Coffey noted that Mars

The investigators said that in all I Observer was built on the model of 
likelihood, the 5,400-pound spacecraft widely used Earth-orbiting weather 
never made it into an orbit of Mars and satellites, a plan adopted to save mon- 
is disabled, useless and still spinning as ey. As the Mars craft was modified and 
it cruises in a wide orbit of the Sun. The _
spacecraft, which would have conduct-1 server built was different than the Ob- 
ed the first American mission to Mars' server as planned, and me space agen- ! 
since the Viking landings in 1976, had icy was not as familiar with the space- 
been scheduled to make detailed sur-icraft as it should have been."

veys of the planet's geology and weath­
er.

Flight controllers lost all communi­
cation with the Mars Observer on Aug. 
21, just three days before it was to fire 
its jet thrusters in a braking maneuver 
to swing the spacecraft into an orbit of 
Mars. At the moment of failure, the

though it said the faults might not have! 
had a bearing on the outcome. The' 
project was managed by the Jet Pro­
pulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., 
and the spacecraft was built by the 
Martin Marietta Corporation at a plant 
in East Windsor, N.J., formerly owned 
by the General Electric Company.

Officials of the space agency said 
they would apply the lessons learned 
from the failure as they examined op­
tions for resuming exploration of Mars, 
possibly with a new mission in two 
years.

day said he came away with the 
strong impression that the White 
House still had a long way to go.

But Administration officials said 
they were making rapid progress and 
planned to introduce a complete leg­
islative package some time in Febru­
ary.

By JOHN NOBLE WILFORD

The failure of the $980 million Mars
Observer mission last August was 
most probably caused by a sudden 
rupture of the spacecraft’s fuel pres­
surization system, investigators an­
nounced yesterday.

After a four-month inquiry, a board 
of engineers and spacecraft designers 
not associated with the space agency 
said that it could find “no smoking 
gun" pointing to the exact cause, but 
that strong circumstantial evidence: 
supported the fuel-line hypothesis.'
Nearly all other possible explanations! 
were ruled out as improbable.

The board also criticized the Nation-,
al Aeronautics and Space Administra-;
tion for its management of the project . ..................
and the design * of. the spacecraft, J spacecraft’s transmitters were off and 

. automatic computer commands were
directing the pressurization of its fuel 
tanks, a critical final step before the 
thruster firings.

Because of the timing, engineers had 
suspected the failure might somehow 
be related to the pressurization 
system, a network of tanks, titanium 
pipes and valves. The propellants for 
the jet thrusters fired in maneuvering 
the craft were monomethyl hydrazine 
combined with nitrogen tetroxide. The 
two were stored in separate tanks. Be­
fore use, helium gas is pumped into the 
tanks to pressurize them so that on 
command the fuels would flow through 
the pipes with force and combine to 
provide powerful thrusts to move the 
spacecraft.

The investigators concluded that in 
the 11 months of the spacecraft’s flight

Engineers say 
cost-cutting 
efforts undercut a
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came ill in more than 40 years of 
testing.

Above-ground testing, which began 
in 1951, ended in 1962; underground 
tests, which began in 1957, stopped in 
1992. The workers at the site who have
said they were exposed to radiation 
were miners and members of crews

Washington Talk:
How Government Works1

I1

I x

or retrieved measuring instruments.
Mr. Prescott, a miner at the site

Tescott’s lawyers are clutching at ® 
more than hope that they could prevail

After Years of Suing U.S.,

that removed the debris from moun­
tain tunnels in which nuclear weapons 
were detonated.

Often, he said, his crew was ordered 
into the tunnels near the blast sites, 
work that left some workers nauseat­
ed, dizzy and otherwise unable to con­
tinue. He testified that workers always 
wore the protective garb of the day — 
overalls, rubber boots, gloves, face pro­
tection like painter’s masks and respi­
rators, as well as film badges and 
dosimeters, which-monitored radiation 
levels.

He said that supervisors with Geiger 
counters were generally on hand to 
check the presence of radiation and to 
prevent the workers from re-entering 
the tunnels if the levels were consid­
ered too high.

ex

Ji

radiation exposure, followed by the re­
cent disclosures of the Government 
radiation experiments, has left him 
feeling angry and betrayed.

“I can’t believe the Government 
could do what it has done,” Mr. Pres­
cott said in an interview on Tuesday. “I 
have no faith in the Government what­
soever, anymore, and I think most of 
the American people feel the same wav 
now.”

In his testimony before Judge Philip 
M. Pro of Federal District Court, Mr. 
Prescott described how his experience 
digging holes for underground silos at

." .f

thought virtually impossible. They say
a recent recommendation by Energy
Secretary Hazel R. O'Leary that the
Government compensate Americans
who were harmed by radiation from
human medical experiments after

I World War II might create a more
I favorable atmosphere for their case or
for any that may follow.

‘A New Attitude*
As a result of Mrs. O’Leary’s recom­

mendation and growing evidence that
the Government sanctioned the experi­
ments, the Clinton Administration has
begun an inquiry into the breadth and that cleaned up after bomb explosions 
propriety of that kind of research.

“What it changes is the attitude,”
said Larry C. Johns, a lawyer who has
represented Mr. Prescott for 14 years.

I “We all know that if the United States
Government wants to spend enough
money and fight long enough, it will
ultimately prevail. The Government
has the deepest pockets and would
wear us down. But this represenu a
new attitude.”

Another of Mr. Prescott’s lawyers,
Stewart L. Udall, the former Interior
Secretary, said he was so encouraged
by Mrs. O’Leary’s statements that he
wrote to Attorney General Janet Reno,
asking to explore grounds for a settle­
ment. In an interview from his office in
Santa Fe, N.M., Mr. Udall said he
planned to travel to Washington this
weekend to pursue a settlement.

Mr. Udall said he had no indication
that Ms. Reno or anyone else in the
Justice Department would see him or
entertain any proposal, inasmuch as
Mrs. O’Leary’s recommendation had
created an apparent conflict with the
department’s long-standing opposition
to claims oi this kind. But referring to
Mrs. O’Leary, he said, “To have any-
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lishment speak with a moral voice is a
marvelous breath of fresh air.”

A spokesman said it was Justice
Department policy not to comment on
pending litigation.

Cause of Cancer at Issue

Mr. Prescott’s lawsuit was filed in
1980 and has been kept alive by the
doggedness of his lawyers and the un-

i stinting opposition of the Justice De-
t partment. While various prior legal
points of the case have been decided,
the trial finallv began on Dec. 13. Mr.
Prescott took the stand on Tuesday and
concluded his testimony today.

The central issue is whether thejadi-
atibn released by underground atomic
tests caused cancer in Mr. Prescott
and"other workers at the Nevada rest
Sjtfi^ t he Government contends, as it
has in other suits, that radiation from
nuclear testing has not caused any

 nut Mr. Prescott also said that some­
times workers could do, little more than 

illnesses despite evidence that sug- wash their hands before eating and 
gests many people who worked at the > that often they were instructed to take 
site and who lived nearby died or be- ' their work clothes home for launder- 

I mg. At no time, he told the court, did 
anyone warn the workers that radia­
tion might cause cancer.

“Myself and most of the other work­
ers,” he told Judge Pro, “we felt if we 
complied with what the Government 
wanted us to do, wear protective cloth­
ing and be monitored, we had nothing 
to worry about.”

Only after he injured three vertebrae 
in a work-related accident in 1969 did 
he learn that he had multiple myeloma, 
a form of bone marrow cancer. Doc­
tors told him then that he could expect 
to live no more than three years.

While he spent the next 10 years 
undergoing various forms of treat­
ment, Mr. Prescott testified that it was 
not until 1979 that he suspected his 

: cancer might have been caused by 
exposure to radiation in the tunnels. 
The timing of this suspicion is crucial 

i to the Government’s case: James Tou-

(partment, has suggested through his 
| questioning that Mr. Prescott knew 
i many years earlier of the possible con- 
I nection and that his pursuit of compen- 
Isation was initiated long after Neva- 
Ida’s two-year statute of limitations.

Mr. Touhey has also tried to show 
i that Mr. Prescott’s cancer might have 
i resulted from cigarette smoking. Mr. 
I Prescott testified he had smoked for 

■I more than 28 years, through 1967.
Despite Mr. Prescott’s eagerness to 

I testify, he appeared in court sapped of 
i strength and energy. In the interview, 

; I he described a life once active and rich, 
centered on his family, now eroded and 
tethered to a monthly schedule of blood 
tests. Last fall, he began chemotherapy

1950’s brought him to the Nevada Test 
Site, where he spent much of his time

Given his age and condition, he said 
; he did not necessarily share his law­

yers’ optimism that recent events 
i might somehow benefit him. "I think 

Congress is now into it,” he said. "May­
be they’ll appropriate big sums of mon­
ey to investigate. But then, they’D take 
another 10 to 15 years to decide.” 

“That,” he added, “won’t matter to 
I me.”

 I

' i

from 1961 until his cancer was discov- ;
ered eight years later, wonders if the
fresh air out of Washington will make
its way to Francis, Utah, a small town
just east of Salt Lake City, where he
lives with his wife, Barbara, and near
three of his four children, all grown.

Anger and Betrayal i
A sturdy-looking man who helped dig

the tunnels that were used for the un
derground detonations, he said the
spate of lawsuits in the 1980’s involving j he^Jr^Tlawyer forThe Justice De- 
roniatinn Dvnncnra f rd Inumd hv Ihn »-r> . .

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY
Special io The New York Times

LAS VEGAS, Nev., Jan. 5 - His 
voice was soft and a little bit raspy, and 
I-. ■; answer::
Keith L. Prescott took long moments to 
consider just which words he wanted. 
No sense rushing anything now. It took 
him too long to get here; so long, in 

I fact, that most of those who began this 
fateful journey with him are dead.

Now 67 years old and weakened by 24 
years of bone marrow cancer, Mr. 
Prescott is one of the few surviving 
plaintiffs in the last of a series of 
lawsuits that arose from the Federal 
nuclear test program of the post-war 
era. Mr. Prescott and the families of 
five other workers, now dead, have 
charged the Government with negli­
gence in allowing them to be exposed to 
dangerous levels of radiation when 
they worked at the Nevada Test Site in 
the desert about 50 miles from here.

While the Government has never lost 
a lawsuit of this kind, for the first time 
Mr. Prescott’s lawyers are clutching at 

Kim Laune/lhe Las Vegas Review-Journal & Sur 

or gain a settlement, outcomes once Keith L. Prescott appeared at 
" —1-,- court in Las Vegas on Tuesday.



Cuba Embargo Has Had Desired Effect -

J
Balance, Mr. Mayor

C’lt’s a good thing Andrew Giuliani

Contrary, however, to your aftb Ae oath, he gave an inaugural ad-

i

i

■

period of President Castro’s dictator­
ship is here. "
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to patrol the area around Taft High 
School in the Bronx. The administra­
tion described the deployment as the 
first step in fulfilling Mr. Giuliani’s 
promise to create safety zones 
around the city’s schools.

The Mayor also spoke in his inau­
gural address about the need to get at 
“the underlying causes of crime.”

“This,” he said, “will be as impor- 
tant a part of my administration as 
respect for the law.”

Don’t count on it. This is the same 
man who threatened during the cam­
paign to throw homeless people out of 
the shelters after 90 days; the same 
man who vowed to sweep the streets 
of drug dealers without explaining

indirectly, without a license is illegal 

ed to the full extent of "the law. 

(Rep.) Robert G. Torricelli 
Chairman, Subommittee 

on Western Hemisphere Affairs 
Washington, Dec. 28, 1993

incarcerating them; the same man 
who said initially that gun licensing 
would be a good idea even if it put 
guns into the hands of more people.

Rudolph Giuliani is not a root­
causes kind of guy. He’s much more 
likely to say “Stop doing that!” than 
“Why are you doing that?”

Compassion, even apart from the 
crime issue, has not been Mr. Giu­
liani’s strong suit And it’s not likely 
to be a hallmark of his regime.

Last week’s flap over funding of the 
arts provided a revealing glimpse of 
the cold heart of this administration. 
John Dyson, Mr. Giuliani's Deputy 
Mayor for Economic Development, 
suggested that more support be given 
to the city’s elite cultural institutions, 
like the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
by reducing the funding to smaller 
and less renowned cultural groups.

The reason: The elite institutions 
bring in more tourist dollars, thus

Giuliani’s not 
a root-causes 
kind of guy.

The embargo has had its effect, and
the day when the United States will
trade with a free Cuba is near.

In the meantime, it is important to
correct the impression that is given
by the article, that United States laws
regarding trade with Cuba are lax
That is simply wrong, and it is a
dangerous impression because Unit­
ed States trade with Cuba, directly br­

and violators will surely be prosecut’ t0 reverse the growing trend of ever-
* — -i- _ .. r* *^-**-* *i*« •

havior. I’ll work for changes in polic­
ing and in criminal justice that will . o J-J—,
redress the balance that I believe is magical and the humane — will have 

to be watched over by the rest of us,
both in and out of government, who
understand that while safe streets

now out of balance. Guns, the hand­
guns, will be a particular source of 
our efforts.”

The Mayor made a good start when are essential, they’re only the begin- 
he ordered the deployment of 15 cops ning. 

In America
BOB HERBERT

cle’s assertion that “the trading in­
volved here raises questions about 
the effectiveness of one of the most 
visible tools of United States foreign 
policy,” the Cuban Democracy Act, 
passed four years after this case, 
definitely answers questions about 
the effectiveness of the embargo. 
United States trade through foreign 
subsidiaries has ground to a halt.

While your article’s investigative 
reporting is valuable, your analysis of 
the United States embargo must be 
put into context. The Cuban economy; 
particularly without its Soviet bene­
factor. is crumbling; Fidel Castro’s 
own family wants out, and the final

v —

c.

the lighter side of his cold and calcu­
lating, technocratic and potentially boosting the city’s economy, 
ruthless old man. This caused a furor and Mr. Dyson
-In essence, Rudolph Giuliani is a subsequently backed off. But his pro- 
eop. What the city hopes to get from posal is exactly the kind you can
him is a crackdown on crime. Any- expect from an excessively technical

a failure.
Toward the end of Sunday’s speech,

Mr. Giuliani said, “American cities
can’t survive as we know them if thev
remain so violent. Our priority must
be to reduce the violence.

“I’ll place a much greater empha-
: sis on stricter enforcement of the law

you can

thing else is a bonus. Anything less is and pragmatic approach to city gov- 
~ emment.

The city needs some balance. 
There’s more to life in a great me­
tropolis than budgets and badges.

By inclination, and with the public’s 
blessing, Mr. Giuliani will be focused 
on law enforcement.

Co-Mayor Andrew will be available 
to provide us with a chuckle from 

increasing tolerance for lawless be- time to time.
The many other aspects of life in 

the city — including the joyful, the

gallons are jrue and if Cargill is found
1A — — I a* >•

volveo and the company should be day,” said Mr. Giuliani. “Paul Crotty 
, jg concerned Jjjaj not on|y djd he takg

dress.”
ccNew Yorkers may need Andrew 
before this whole thing is over. He’s

To the Editor:
“U.S. Companies Use Affiliates

Abroad to Skirt Sanctions,” your Dec.
27 front-page report on Cuba and Lib- T
ya, misleads your readers to believe
that the case regarding Cargill Inc.’s
sale of Cuban sugar shows how Amer­
ican corporations seize on “porous
laws” to use foreign subsidiaries and
circumvent the United States embar-
eo on Cuba. This is not the ca-:

Ine 19S8-89 Cargiii case involves
the Trading With the Enemy Act and
took place three years before enact­
ment of the Cuban Democracy Act, . . . , .. . .
which 1 sponsored and which became '"as on hand throughout his father’s
law on Oct. 23,1992. inaugural address on Sunday. The

The Cuban Democracy Act prohib- rained antics of the uninhibited 7-
ited such trade. The results speak for V«ar-old — who made faces and par­
themselves: United States trade roted his father, and offered such
through foreign subsidiaries fell from unsolicited observations as “He’s
$718 million in 1991 to only $1.6 million p’eht’ y°u know” — provided the only
last year. What remains covers con- I’eal warmth and exuberance during
tracts in effect when the Cuban De- speech.
mocracy Act became law because 11,11 he awhile before we see an-
United States laws are not applied other successful politician as stiff and
retroactively. The Cargill case dis- as.chilly as New York’s new Mayor.
cussed in the article involves the pos- comparison, Vice President Al
sible involvement by Cargill United Gore is a regular vaudevillian.
States in the 1989 financing of sugar, -Andrew also gave his dad, Rudolph
which had already been sold by Cuba Giuliani, the opening for a rare
to Venezuela. The case is an enforce- display of humor. Mr. Giuliani said 
mem action under the Trading With the city’s corporation counsel had ex- how he°would pay for prosecuting "or
the Enemy Act, and it is continuing. pressed concern that Andrew, having

I have expressed my outrage about helped his father recite the oath of
this case to Attorney General Janet office, might in fact have become co­
Reno and underscored that if the alle- Mayor.

' . ----------- ------------- 1 “We’re trying to figure out what’s
guilty, both the corporate officers in- the legal effect of what he did yester-

prosecuted.



Nuclear Guinea Pigs

Getting Even Tougher on Guns V7
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recently resulted in the rejection or withdrawal of 
216 of 227 Federal license applications.

According to the Treasury Department, a $600 
license fee, besides financing a more trustworthy 
examination, would probably eliminate four-fifths . 
of the licensees, leaving only serious retailers. 
That’s still 57,000 sources of personal weaponry in 
the United States — far too many for a nation that is 
trying to combat gun violence.

Congress should therefore use the Bentsen pro­
posal as a starting point for stronger legislation that 
exacts even higher fees, driving more marginal 
dealers out of the market and making sure that 
those who remain are doing business in legitimate, 
fixed locations.

Bolder legislation is feasible. Legislators are 
gradually learning that voting against the wishes of 
the National Rifle Association is not automatic 
political death. Witness the hard-won victory for the 
Brady law. Witness, too, the willingness of the New 
York State Senate to consider restraints on assault 
weapons.

When Congress looks at the Bentsen proposal it 
will see that $600 is a modest fee that would make 
the firearms industry pay its way only in terms of 
regulation. The industry doesn’t even begin to repay 
society the cost of the homicides and maimings 
from too easily obtainable weapons. Congress will 
need to think more imaginatively about higher fees 
and stricter standards, using Mr. Bentsen’s pro­
posal as the catalyst to develop still other measures 
that promote domestic safety.

periods afterward to determine if there were any 
adverse health effects.

In the example that shocked Ms. O’Leary, 
scientists with the Manhattan Project, which devel­
oped the atom oomb, injected plutonium into 18 
patients at several medical centers from 1945 to 
1947 to determine how rapidly it would be excreted. 
The rationale seemed to be that the. patients had 
illnesses that were expected to kill them within 10 
years anyway, so why not gain useful knowledge 
from them that might help protect plutonium work­
ers? Most of the patients seem not to have granted 
informed consent to the procedure.

In some cases, the scientists went to great i 
lengths to hide the true nature of the tests from the 
subjects and their relatives. And when questions 
about the ethics of such studies were raised by a 
Congressional subcommittee headed by Represent­
ative Edward Markey of Massachusetts in 1986, the 
Reagan Administration turned a deaf ear.

The very least the Government can do at this 
late stage is to trackziown and examine any partici­
pants still alive to determine if they need medical 
care or financial compensation for harm suffered.

Ms. O’Leary deserves credit for moving 
promptly to find and release as much information 
as possible. Her example has now led the Clinton 
Administration to establish a Government-wide 
task force to investigate the extent and nature of 
such experimentation and whether any harm re­
sulted. Redemption from this unprincipled research 
requires a thorough and honest accounting.

Moving quickly to build on the passage of the 
Brady gun control law. Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen now urges another important step to slow 
down the arms race in domestic gun traffic. His 
simple, reasonable proposal is to make gun dealers 
cover the Government’s cost of adequate regula­
tion.

Mr. Bentsen wants to charge licensed firearms 
dealers $600 a year. That is a sizable increase from 
the roughly $66 charged now, but it is still a fraction 
of the fees commonly charged for liquor licenses 
and franchises to sell merchandise that is not 
dangerous to use or consume. The citizen lobby 
Handgun Control, while praising the proposal, ar­
gues sensibly that still higher fees would be fair to 
the weapons industry and the public.

The Brady law, which requires a five-day wait­
ing period for the retail sale of handguns, set the 
current fee of $200 for a three-year license period. 
For many years the charge was $10 a year, enough 
to starve the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire­
arms and force inadequate background and compli­
ance checks. That fee was so low that 284,000 
dealers could afford it even if their only purpose in 
getting the license was to buy their own weapons 
more cheaply and sell them on black markets.

Firearms officials want to enable their agents 
to interview licensees, check to see whether they 
operate a store or trade from their kitchen tables or 
car trunks, and verify some of the information they 
gather with local police. A pilot program involving a 
team of Federal and local officials in New York City 

There is no good excuse for some of the callous 
and cavalier radiation experiments performed on 
unsuspecting human patients in Government-spon­
sored studies from the 1940’s to the 1970's. Energy 
Secretary Hazel O’Leary had good reason to de­
clare herself “appalled, shocked and deeply sad­
dened” after reviewing one such experiment.

The information now emerging makes it clear 
that many scientists lacked the commonsensical 
fairness, honesty and compassion that is supposedly 
a hallmark of civilized humans; they had no qualms 
about endangering their patients and lying to them 
about it, with the blessings of the Federal Govern­
ment. Even by the loose practices of the 1940’s and 
1950’s, many studies clearly crossed the line into 
unethical behavior.

The best evidence of that comes from the 
queasiness expressed by some of the scientists 
involved. In 1963, a nuclear research manager 
warned that radiation experiments on prisoners in 
Washington might have violated state and Federal 
laws. And in 1950, a radiation biologist warned that 
experiments on humans “would have a little of the 
Buchenwald touch,” referring to Nazi experiments 
on concentration camp victims.

The most questionable studies used vulnerable 
populations of dying, imprisoned or ignorant Ameri­
cans as guinea pigs in experiments designed to 
determine the harmful effects of radiation or to 
trace the path of radiation through the body. Worse 
yet, researchers did so without telling the subjects 
of the danger and without following them for long 
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Can it be Dan Quayle was the victim 
of a cartoonist’s double standard?

I
I

his opinions on charges leveled by 
convicted drug dealer Brett Kim- 
berlin, who shouted from his jail 
cell that he once sold drugs to Mr. 
Quayle when he was a law student. 
The federal government eventually 
launched a probe into Kimber Im’s 
charges but turned up nothing.

What we can’t figure out, though, 
is how Mr. Thideau could have so 
openly supported the word of a 
jailed drug dealer, leveled without 
any proof against a sitting vice 
president of the United States, yet 
the cartoonist now can’t compre­
hend how sworn Arkansas state 
troopers dare level charges of sex- 
capades against a sitting president 
of the United States?

In case you missed his cartoon of 
this week, Mr. TYudeau puts these 
make-believe words in the mouth of 
one of the troopers: “So if I’ve got 
to betray the president of the 
United States, wound him politi­
cally and cause him and his family 
immeasurable personal pain, well, 
so be it! It’s worth it!”

4

the Golden State, beginning alpha­
betically with author Gertrude Ath­
erton and ending with jurist Earl 
Warren. And while actor Robert 
Redford and astronaut Sally Ride 
have no problem making Califor­
nia’s “famous list” under the R’c 
nowhere on the page can we fine _ 
the most popular U.S. president of 
modern times, Ronald Wilson Rea­
gan.

Where do we apply?
We see where the Library of 

Congress is interviewing candi­
dates to fill a vacancy for special 
assistant to the librarian of Con­
gress. The employee’s actual title 
will be “senior level adviser for di­
versity,” a newly created post that 
will pay an annual salary ap­
proaching $108,200.

“This individual will serve as the 
senior official responsible for pro­
viding advice and expertise in 
guiding the growth and develop­
ment of multiculturalismn and di­
versity,” the Library of Congress 
advertises in a notice that appeared 
in last week’s Hispanic Link Weekly 
Report.

The library requires only “one 
year of experience,” although the 
lucky taker must have an “ability to 
work and motivate people with di­
verse backgrounds.”

Time to move
Finally, the “1994 Information 

Please Almanac” has arrived in 
area bookstores. The always- 
popular almanac touts itself this 
year as America's “Ultimate Brow­
ser’s Reference.”

Let’s turn to the section on Cali­
fornia, where we find a long list of 
“Famous Natives and Residents” of 

Putting Washington’s scandals 
aside for the time being, let’s 
quickly update the “heifer hunt” 
that we’ve written about in recent 
weeks lb recap, six cows ambled 
away from farmer J. Thomas 
Scrivener’s pasture near Columbia, 
only to be tracked down by an 
overzealous police tactical re­
sponse team and two helicopters 
equipped with heat-sensing de­
vices. Two cows were shot dead, 
one was wounded and escaped into 
the woods with a fourth, while the 
remaining two heifers spent many 
recent nights grazing the green 
grass of Columbia’s Hobbit’s Glen 
Golf Course.

Yesterday we gave fanner 
Scrivener a call to see what’s new. 
He told us now that deer hunting 
season is over, he hopes to locate 
and lasso the surviving cows and 
bring them back home. In the 
meantime, he disclosed, the golfers 
of Hobbit’s Glen have sent him a 
grazing fee — “very close to 
$2,000.”

You’re kidding, right?
“Well,” said the farmer, “they say 

that a four-man crew worked so 
many hours doing this and doing 
that. My response generally is that 
when you have a four-man crew, 
one is working and three are lean­
ing on the shovels.

“Then they got me for a trash 
can that they say my heifers muti­
lated. I have a little bit of a problem 
with that. I can’t imagine heifers 
[munching on] a trash can with all 
the grass available on the greens 
and fairways.

“Then they billed me for a case 
of ball towels — ball-washer towels. 
They said the cows ate them virtu­
ally every night. I wrote them back 
that I seriously doubt that my hei­
fers ate any ball-washer towels.... 
I’m not a golfer, so I don’t know 
what a ball-washer is. But I do 
know a case costs $59.”

I respect you!
While we’re on the subject of 

government diversity, let’s head 
over to the U.S. General Services 
Administration, where we’re told 
that Information Resources Man­
agement Service (IRMS) Commis­
sioner Joe M. Thompson has ap­
proved a similar “diversity plan."

“The plan,” GSA says, “will cre­
ate a work environment in which 
differences among people are re­
spected and valued.” In addition, a 
recognition system has been estab­
lished “for supervisors who have 
excelled in implementing a diversi­
fied environment.”

______Hypocrite
It wasn’t too long ago that 

journalist-cartoonist-political 
opinionist/opportunist Garry Thi- 
deau climbed out of Ronald Rea­
gan’s empty brain cavities and, in a 
series of columns, blasted Dan 
Quayle as an ex-druggie turned 
vice president. Mr. Thideau based

Waco State
“Thank you for calling the White 

House,” said the tape-recorded 
message played for callers who 
telephoned President Clinton yes­
terday to express comments or 
opinions. “All comment line agents 
are currently busy. Please hold for 
the next available agent.”
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" Democrat, was fined for shooting 
the duck over a Maryland field 
baited with grain, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service said.

The group shot 182 ducks but 
none of the hunters stopped to col­
lect the birds, said Vernon Ricker, a, 
federal wildlife agent who watched, 
the shooting. \

“No one knew if they were kill­
ing wild ducks or preserve ducks,” 
Mr. Ricker said. “They couldn’t 
have. They never stopped firing 
long enough to see.”

Mr. Boggs leased the shooting 
preserve for a group of 20 hunters 
that included Rep. William D. Foi\ 
Michigan Democrat. Mr. Ford is a 
member of the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Caucus, which has 
fought legislation to curb hunting 
on duck preserves.

Bennett Minton, Mr. Ford’s press 
secretary, said Mr. Ford would not 
comment other than to say he was 
unaware of the baiting. •

Shooting wild ducks over land 
baited within the preceding 10 dayd 
is a violation of federal hunting \ 
regulations.
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____ Today’s quote
Rep. Jim Leach, Iowa Republi­

can, said it would be worthwhile to 
see how President Clinton lost 
money in the Whitewater Develop­
ment Corp, real estate deal — as he 
says — and benefited from the 
company’s relationship with Madi­
son Guaranty Savings and Loan. 
The S&L’s president, James. B. 
McDougal, was a partner with the 
Clintons in the land deal. 

“It would be very interesting to 
see the check register of
Whitewater, to see the allegation of 
the president that he lost money in 

i that venture," Mr. Leach said on 
National Public Radio’s “Morning 
Edition.”

_____ It’s history_____
Robert Healy, former executive 

editor and Washington bureau chief 
of the Boston Globe, writes: “No 
matter what the Arkansas State Po­
lice officers say, the statute of limi­
tations has run out for President 
Clinton on his conduct as governor 
of Arkansas. He has a tacit under­
standing with the people of the na­
tion about that time and what he 
did. He will be judged on what he 
does as president."

_______Futures_____
Reps. Tim Penny and Bruce 

Vento, Minnesota Democrats, en­
dorsed state House Majority 
Leader Ann Wynia for the Demo­
cratic nomination in a crowded 
field seeking to replace retiring 
Sen. Dave Durenberger.

Democratic Gov. Mel Carnahan

More Packwood
Now Sen. Bob Packwood, Oregon 

Republican, is accused of being a 
carpetbagger in his state, thanks to 
news accounts that he no longer 
owns a home in Oregon, the Los 
Angeles Times reports.

Asked on his tour there if he 
lives in Oregon, he said he did not 
own a home but was a “legal resi­
dent.” He then closed down the 
news conference because the ques­
tion was not about health care, say­
ing, “See you later, folks."

Crime and liberalism
Besides external defense and an 

honest currency, British historian 
Paul Johnson notes that upholding 
public order is one of three basic 
duties of government and there is a 
growing conviction in the United 
States and Britain that this is not 
being done.

In the Wall Street Journal, Mr. 
Johnson writes that evidence of the 
growth of crime is everywhere — 
“everyone, rich and poor, old and 
young, black and white, educated 
and illiterate, is now at the receiv­
ing end of crime — or perpetrating 
it.”

As a result, ordinary people are 
increasingly hostile about crime, 
he says. They do not want to 
“understand” criminals; they are 
not much interested in reforming

Two more bow out
House members appear to be re­

tiring at a record rate, as two more 
Republicans have joined the list of 
those who will not seek re-election.

Rep. Al McCandless of California 
said yesterday he will retire when 
his term expires at the end of the 
year, raising to 26 the number of 
House members who are leaving.

Rep. Ibm Lewis of Florida an­
nounced on Monday that he has had 
enough of public life and will “re­
join my family and friends in the 
private lives we look forward to 
sharing.”

Mr. McCandless, 66, who has 
been in the House since 1982, said 
he had the opportunity to help 
many who had nowhere else to turn 
but missed time with his family, a 
sentiment increased by the birth of 
a grandchild last year.

Mr. McCandless, a staunch con­
servative from Palm Springs, is a 
strong advocate of the Social Secu­
rity system and a solid supporter of 
business. He is the ranking GOP 
member of the Banking Commit­
tee's consumer credit subcommit­
tee.

Mr. Lewis, a 69-year-old six- 
termer, insisted during the summer 
that he would seek re-election. The 
Palm Beach Post said his retire­
ment will “set off a frenzy of activ­
ity" to succeed him.

In general, he is an advocate of 
small government and scored high 
in ratings by the American Conser­
vative Union. He also has had a 
strong environmental bent and op­
posed oil drilling off the Florida 
coast.

The North Palm Beach congress­
man is the ranking Republican on 
the technology, environment and 
aviation subcommittee of the Sci­
ence, Space and Technology Com­
mittee.

Florio slams NRA
Outgoing New Jersey Gov. 

James Florio yesterday called for 
an investigation into whether the 
National Rifle Association illegally 
hid its involvement in a campaign 
against him before his narrow de­
feat last year.

At issue is a delay by the pow­
erful gun lobby in reporting its 
funding for a telephone campaign 
against the incumbent in October.

Mr. Florio, a Democrat, angered 
the NRA by enacting a ban on as­
sault weapons such as 
semiautomatic guns and making 
the issue a plank in his campaign 
platform.

State law requires such cam­
paign payments to be reported 
within 48 hours, but the NRA filed 
its report two weeks later, on Nov. 
3, the day after the election that 
brought victory to Republican 
Christine Tbdd Whitman.

The wild duck
A prominent Washington lobby­

ist was fined 54,000 for shooting a 
wild duck that joined a flock of 
pen-raised birds during a Thanks­
giving Day hunting party attended 
by a congressman.

Thomas Hale “Tbmmy" Boggs 
Jr., son of the late House Majority 
Leader Hale Boggs, Louisiana

of Missouri decided that he will n 
seek the party nomination for the 
seat being vacated by Republican 
Sen. John Danforth. “I wanted this 
job,” Mr. Carnahan told reporters.

Rep. Bill Orton, Utah Democrat, 
denies saying he would not run 
against Republican Sen. Orrin G. 
Hatch. Instead, Mr. Orton says he is 
being encouraged to run by the 
Clinton administration.

In Alabama, Rex Elsass, former 
Ohio GOP executive director, who 
left Dr. Bemadine Healy’s cam­
paign in a flap over the party’s do­
nor list, will run the gubernatorial 
campaign of Ann Bedsole, first 
women elected to the Alabama Sen­
ate.

Weld’s acid test
While Massachusetts Gov. Wil­

liam Weld “continued to insist” last 
month that he does not plan to run 
for president, “he kept the door 
open " for the vice presidential 
nomination in 1996, reports the 
Boston Herald.

The Herald added that Mr. Weld 
“joked that his name would fit 
nicely on a bumper sticker” with 
Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole’s 
name. Mr. Weld: “If it fits on a 
bumper sticker, that’s the acid test.”

Meanwhile, Kansas’ Mr. Dole led 
a Gannett News Service poll last 
month of Republicans on their first 
choice for the next GOP pres­
idential nomination. He got the nod 
from 26 percent; retired Gen. Colin 
Powell was second with 16.

At 6 percent, commentator Rush 
Limbaugh got as much combined 
as columnist Pat Buchanan (2 per­
cent), Sen. Phil Gramm (2), Pat 
Robertson (2) and House Minority 
Whip Newt Gingrich (0).

Inside Politics

Free-lancer O’Leary
Despite publicly praising Energy 

Secretary Hazel O’Leary for airing 
federal radiation experiments on 
people. White House staffers tell 
the New York Daily News they are 
less pleased by her “free-lance” 
call to compensate victims. 

The Daily News quoted one un­
identified official on the issue of 

, compensation: “People don’t want 
I to get caught with something that 

could be a multibillion-dollar thing. 
- There’s just not loads of money to 
\ go around.”

I President Clinton has endorsed 
/ release of secret documents on the 
/ tests performed on Americans, but 

Mrs. O’Leary’s compensation sug­
gestion was not approved in ad­
vance. The move was “free-lance," 
a staffer says.
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Doctors say radiation, images aside, is often
beneficial

sparked the growth of what is now known as nuclear

levels of such radioactive isotopes as technetium 99m 
oi' thallium, which diRannon-*' -fj-nrr. FUr. :___

spread of a tumor, the choice is clear.

medical specialty, formalized 20 yeai-s ago,‘involves

potassium isotope.) In Boston, however, the average

radioactive.)

iw”ne w‘treat thyi-cid disease, pioneered

the same

m addition to nuclear medicine, radiation is used

1
Petar Bent Brigham, which is now part of Brigh:

millirems of radiation a year from medical and 

_ _ '' — —— wv •. 2
from such natural sources S£ the Earth, the sun and

a Johns Hopkins University pnfeor w^cX7

1989 hook. “Livingwitb Radiation: The Risk, the 
Promise.”

disorder, often making surgery’ unnecessary.
Only a few years later-, other Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology researchers began giving

questions about such things as the digestive process, 
tpe specialists say. (An isotope is a variation of a 
cnemfcal element that may or may not be

Nuclear- medicine “benefits many, many people,

researchers in test tube or animal experiments or in 
bumans with their full informed consent, he added.

Today, nuclear medicine can provide early 
evidence of whether malignancies, such as breast

In the case of breast cancer, for instance, “we can 
in nuclear medicine determine whether the cancer

by physicians in radiation oncology to treat cancer 
and m radiology to diagnose a medical problem 
through the use of X-rays, according to Nagle. 
Radioactive tracera today are also used by

------- w wuicu is now part oi bngham 
and Women's Hospital

The difference between these studies and those 
at Feinald, Adelstein noted, jg that the research

nuclear medicine has had since its inception - the 
things it is associated with," said Dr. Henn' Wagner 
a Johns Hopkins Univeraity professor who^wrote a ’ 
1989 book. “Livingwitb Radiation: The Risk, the 
Promise.”

Although the Fei-nald studies also included the 
use of low levels of radioactive isotopes, those tests

Boston, at Boston City Hospital and the foimcr

cancer, have spread to the bone, and can help 
determine whether a patient with chest pains 
requires heart bypass surgeiy, according to Nagle. 

for the injection of low

or thallium, which disappear from the bodv in as 
little as three days.

dii-ectly benefited the patients or othera with the 
same disorder.

and it has for many, many years,” said Dr. S.T. 
Treves, chief of nuclear medicine at Children’s

would not - then or now - be considered part of 
nucleai medicine, physicians in the field sav. The

using isotopes to find out what is wwong vdth’a 
patient and treat the pioblem, not to answer

Jives m some circumstances,” said Dr. Com-ad Na/ie 
____t. a . *

Physicians and nucleai- mediae chief at the 

lA-jlliam Beaumont Hospital in Troy, Mich. “Almost 
daily I see those benefits..”

By Dolores Kong 
_ ________________ GLOBE STA1-T

. In 1941, an MIT researcher used radioactive 
iodine to treat thyroid disease for the first time - and 
sparked the growth of what is now known as nuclear 
medicine. The advance, most physicians agree, 
revolutionized the treatment of patients viith the 
disorder, often making surgery unnecessary

Only a few years later, other Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology researchers began giving 
small amounts of radioactive calcium and ii-on to 
some mentally retarded boys at the Fernaid State 
bchooi as tracers to study digestion. 
_ Although reports of the use of radioactive
isotopes at Feinald in the 1940s and 1950s have 
generated concern among some about the use of 
radiation, many physicians see a gi-eat difference 
between using low doses of radioactive isotopes to 
treat or diagnose a patient, and using the substances 
to get answers to basic biological questions, 
especially without the informed consent of those in 
the study.

“This is another example of a problem that

Hospital in Boston. “Kot ail radiation is the same.
unfortunately, the public perception is that it is all 
tne same.”

Adelstein, a Ha-vard Medical School professor of 
medical biophysics. Much of the reseai-ch occurred in

has spread to the bone sooner than [with] anv other 
existing rest, without haim to the woman,” Nas-le 
said. e

°PPose nucilear technology say there i 

to be deteimined.

— LV U Udimg cnyi-om disease, nuciear
medicme has been used to help burn victims —

—..— .. uuviear itcnnoiogv say there is
some harm fi-om low levels of radiation that has vet 
to be deteimined.

Nagle, however, said that when the only 
alternatives are a radioactive screening test or the 
spread of a tumor, the choice is clear.

About 1C million Americans every year receive 
such nucleai- medicine diagnostic- procedures as
beait scans and bone scans, Nagle said.

The average American is exposed to about 109 
miliu-ems of radiation a year from medical and 
dental procedures, and about 100 millirems a year

other people, according to Nagle. (People naturally 
emit low levels of radiation, as a 1 esult of a

environmental exposure outside of medical ’and 
cental procedures is as high as SCO to 400 millirems, 
as a result of natural radiation emitted by building ' 
materials and other sources, said Treves of 
Children's Hospital.

Nucleai- medicine still includes the use of
i ................
by MTT biologist Sol Hertz in 1941?using the 

isotopes made in the univeraity's cyclotron, Warner 
noted.



Mentally ill patient in LSD study is said tt
have killed self

records to detennine whether other patients were >

CIA launches radiation probe \
Records are checked on Cold War-era tests on humans

By John W. Masbek
G1XJBE STAFF

By Alison Bass 
G1A3BE STAFF

WASHINGTON - Officials of the Central 
Intelligence Agency said yesterday that they had 
oegnn probing internal i ecords for information on 
Cold War-era radiation experiments on unwitting 
subjects as part of a broad government investigation.

David French, a CIA spokesman, said the 
organization “would participate fully in getting to the 
bottom of the issue in cooperation with the 
administration. There is an effort under way to comb 
through the historical and other- records and see 
what is behind this and if those records exist.”

Meanwhile, an official with a private group of 
scientists said the CIA may have destroyed records 
of past tests.

Steven Aftergood, senior r esearch analyst of the 
Federation of American Scientists, cited a 1975 
report by then-Vice President Nelson Rockefeller on 
the destruction of records. “The CIA has been 
notoriously unresponsive to requests for1 information 
in the past. It is difficult to be sanguine about this,” 
Aftergood said. “Questions have certainly been 
raised in the report” by Rockefeller “to call for a 
dedicated search.”

The Rockefeller- report, issued in 1975 during the 
For-d administration, cites the testing of behavior­
influencing drugs on unsuspecting subjects. The 
report adds that “unfortunately, only limited records 
of the testing conducted in these drug programs ar e 
row available. All the records concerting the 
pi ogram were ordered destroyed in 1973, including a 
total of 152 separate files.”

Aftergocd said the language in the report was 
ambiguous on whether- those reports concerned only 
drugs, and not radiation. But he said an intensive 
search of any existing CIA r ecords was needed.

The Rockefeller- report came after- an

A mentally ill patient who was given LSD by 
physicians experimenting at the Massachusetts 
Mental Health Center-in the 1950s killed herself 
within hours of taking the potent psychedelic drug, 
says a Cambridge psychiatrist who had been 
following her pr-ogr-ess at the time.

“They gave this patient LSD one morning and 
when I came back from lunch that day, I was told 
she had hung her-self in the downstairs bathroom,” 
said Dr. Robert Reid in a telephone interview 
yesterday. Reid said he -was not told until after the 
woman’s death that she had been given LSD. 

“Obviously, she had an advei-se reaction to the 
dr-ug and panicked.” he added.

Reid and another psychiatrist who was also in 
training at the state-operated mental hospital at the 
time said they knew of other-patients who had had 
adverse reactions to the LSD experiments, although 
they knew of only the one death. As many as 10 to 15 
patients with mental illness were given LSD as part 
of a series of studies in the early 1950s that also 
invoked giving the drug to student volunteers from 
Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology- and to staff member's at the hospital, 
ti icn known as the Boston Psychopathic Hospital.

“The fact that these experiments were done is 
appalling.” said Eileen Elias, commissioner of the 
Department of Mental Health, which operates the 
Massachusetts Mental Health Center in Boston. 
“The bottom line is that our consumers were used as 
guinea pigs.”

Elias said yesterday she has order ed a sear-ch of

investigation of CIA activities in the United States 
by an eight-member- commission. Among the 
members was Ronald Reagan.

Yesterday, the Clinton administration issued 
assurances that the CTA would be cooperative in the 

. massive investigation. George Stephanopolous, a top 
adviser to the pr esident, said full diedoswe would be 
demanded of federal agencies.

“We’re going to be working with the CIA and we 
expect their- participation,” he said.

Rep. Edward J. Mar-key of Massachusetts, who 
called years ago for an investigation of radiation 
experiments, said he expected the agencies to follow 
through on promises of cooperation. “That’s the only 
way we can assure the American people we've done 
the best we can to find every available recor-d. We 
can do no less.” added the Malden Democrat. 

Although several members of Congress have 
called for healings on the matter-, Aftei good said the 
over-sight recorti of congressional eomrnittees on 
secrecy in government was not good. “With the 
glorious exception of Ed Markey, Congress has not 
done well,” he said.

Sources at the Department of Energy, which 
touched off the r ecent furor- on the radiation tes ting, 
said the biggest question to be answered was the full 
scope of the testing. “We may just be at the tip of the 
iceberg,” one official said about the number o! cases. 
A hot line number for callers at the Department, of 
Energy has produced thousands of calls since it was 
installed last week.

Government agencies involved in the 
investigation include the departments of Energy. 
Health and Human Sen-ices, Justice, Defense and 
Veterans Affairs. The National Security Council the 
Office of Management and Budget, and NASA also 
had representatives at a WTrite House coordination 
meeting Monday.

harmed by these and other resear-ch experiments in 
the 1950s and to gather more information on the 
patient who committed suicide.

Reid declined to disclose the patient’s name 
because of confidentiality requirements. Reid said 
she had recovered from her- illness and was about to 
be discharged when she was given the LSD.

The LSD studies at Boston Psychopathic, the 
first institution to study the psychedelic di-ug in the 
United States, were designed to study whether LSD 
could proride clues to the cause and treatment of 
schizophrenia, The research was funded by a 
foundation set up by the CIA, according to Dr. 
Milton Greenblatt, the psychiatrist who oversaw the 
experiments. Greenblatt, now retired, was head of 
research at Boston Psychopathic during the earlv 
1950s.

Another- psychiatrist who was at Boston 
Psychopathic at the time recalled yesterday that a 
female patient of his became “acutely psychotic” 
after being given LSD and then being threatened by 
the psychiatrist who gave it to her-. Dr. Paul Watson, 
who now is in private practice, said the patient told 
him that she had been given a glass of water to drink 
by Dr. Max Rinkel, one of the staff who were 
conducting the LSD experiments. A half-hour later, 
he said, Rinkel came back and threatened the 
woman with a knife to see how she would react while 
on LSD.

Watson said the woman was not told that she was 
being given LSD.

Greenblatt said yesterday he bad not been aware 
that any patients had been adversely affected by the 
LSD research.

Rinkel is deceased.
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tkm, without the approval of Gonza- 
l«k was thought that Houae Repub-
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JtailMd!
Wants full disclosure

investigation 
of Whitewater

V

control
But Leach said he believw the Jus­

tice Department and White Houae of- 
fldals "sooner rather than later" 
will change their position and name 
a special counsel.

White House

Neve Sumary 
Page

Roger Altman, the head of the Reec> 
’ hiticn Trust Corp., which dinpOBes of 
failed 8&La, wrote a letter back to 
Le«h offering Ms cooperation. How- 
ever, Leach aaid Altman then added 

‘ rtoBepubb- 
transferred :

haw been aHe to make eome png- •

But it U limited. For example, 
Roger Altman, the head of the Reao 

’ tatiori Trust Corp., which dinpOBes of 
failed 8&La, wrote a tetter back to 
Leach offering Ms cooperation. How- 
ever, Uach said Altman then added 
that he oould not transfer to Bepublj. 
cans any material chat is tranatemd - 
to the Justice Department.

“The Justice Department is bring- ■ 
used in a way It's never been used 
before," Leach said. ‘ Material the 
preaider.t has sent to the Justice De­
partment is not being made public. 
And the Justice Department is obli­
gated to keep ft front the public. ”

The president should make full 1 
public disclosure of information ! 
about the SAL and the real rotate de-

•ob'sovmk, . . ..
Also under ivvMr b whether 

funds were dteritti from Madison 
roaOlmoagiteMttrtalttmpalga 
committee, and whether the ailing 
thrift received favorable treatment 
from Clinton white he was governor.

Calling for Dbdognre
As for trie congressional investiga-

Washingtoe, D.C. — Repubbcans 
on the House Banking Committee are 
pushing ahead with that Investiga- 
tion cf a failed Arkansas savings and 
loan with ties to President Clinton, 
the top Republican on the panel aaid 
in an interview Wednesday.

Rep. Jim Leach of lows sak! that 
three minority staff members from 
the committee recently traveled to 
Arkansas and to Kansas Qty. Ma, to 
examine regulatory records related 
to Madison Guaranty Savings and 
Loan, a Little Rock thrift that failed 
to 1988.

“Nothing dramatis" was uncov­
ered by the minority staff, aaid 
Laach, “but we're not making any re- 
rwvra ct tSAia n

to mveati^tepoBribte wrongdoing. 
neyG«™er^JMet^?tSJiS?t -

^cwDtuwrpiieaga :̂ 
t np Leach

l» MME NORMAN
OrTitrRxiwnw'MWvkBNmiKBi-var

Ucans would have difficulties 
finding out much about Madison. 
Uach, who sent tetters in December

minority staff, aaid

ports at this time.1-

“Reserving Our Options”
Banking Committee Chairman 

Henry Gorualez in December ended a 
bipartisan committee inquiry into 
Madison, ever ths protests of Leach. 
But Leach aaid Gonsates auth&dsed 
the travel to Arkansas and Mlsaouri 
for the minority staff members, a 
step Repubbcans would be unable to 
take or. their own without the chair­
man’s approval

Leach aaid that “in all probabili­
ty" a full report or, the investigation 
eventually would be issued by the 
minority. However, he added, "That 
could change — If the full committee 
takes ft up, It might shift the dunen- 
ston. We're reserving our options.'’ 

In addition, as malaria.' Is gathered 
that "might be of interest to the Jus­
tice Deparnrerc," ft will be forward­
ed to Investigators there making a 
separate inquiry,'

Investigators at the department 
have been studying allegations that 
funds were diverted from Medteon 
into a real estate venture called Whi- 

, tewater Development, tn which the
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part in the test," »aid Dr. Bobert 
Morriaon. “No, the amount of radio-
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; The newborns receJvetfJ^M
1 microcurie of raduatkm, acca

lionthofasjrte.

I
of a 1663 paper ^ublWwd 
Journal of Nudear Medidne t

acevt iodine and right were given 
the bcjUffiB orafiv ■■' ‘

The reaearchere measured how
much pf the rpdicacetve iaotope was 
absorbed by* the newbcrm' thyroid
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White House 
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i meaawa the toramte background

‘’■WrireWitj'* great ifetltfeoncct ! 
about the metobohsn of falfodi 

hprotkKts frere atomic toritog," May 
rbon aatd. “We could vary aasily'

'£?**
Radiation levria in milk reacbS’ 

!^th«t^K}rtthe safety af

, “We were ata time when there 
was eonridernJon of doatog dowa 
the mak wppte bccatitoafttje fE 

out pnxkcca/1 arid Morrison. “It 
wai fanportant ter know what the

active kxSine they received would 
not be toMoia and, in fact, would 

^diagnose

MorriaoE. 4K, k aasodato pretfw-

might wri! be coniandnated.’'
Given the tenor of ths times, Mor 

riaon said, the research ww war­
ranted. "Under the drcumstaitoca. it 
was reasoaable research and it was 
conduct*! to an ethical and moral 
fuhian.-hesrid “«««»<

Joanne Frits, a University of Iowa 
spokeswoman, said the unlverrity 
has not found any other examples of 
radioactive research oc humans but 
is contlnttlng the aeareh.

* apokeewonan for 
tiw Veterans MedfcaJ Carter to Iowa

The ameuot given to babies 
in 1962 posed no risk says 
one of the doctors who 
conducted the experiment

SyCHritUJBUUJM©
Or Tr». Rp om'x A Cm Bt vtu

Iowa City, la. — A adentist tn- 
voived in radioacxivs research t® 
newborre u Universtty Hospitals to

y Of 1 rnttMCl yt

Radiation^
testing had 
parents’ OK

that there is no dinger of health 
problema.

“Yea. parmiaaioa wu granted by 
the parents of the -children to take

be teas than used nowadays in typ*- > Q^ytoch reorived radioactive iso- 
eridiariMxoepreeediEaa/ ' topft to the 195^, said the search to

conCTutagthere mao.
I * - ‘ 4 .'IrW:/ •«. » *. .

the 46 ttwfacnw who naorivad a r> 
dloactive;

• summer of __
t old ncw.Se sari tMy-^d^frp  ̂

enta should not woo? about adverse 
oons«nMnc« of ths aporfcrerrt. 

The newborns recrivrijtos Uan
1 microcurie of nostSon, fcornrrttovy 
to Monteoa A microcurie to cxwaJ 
honth of a curie.

MorrW was omof authors 
of a 1663 paper pablishsd in the 
Journal of Nuclear Metope deocriN , 
tog the sxpertmeri.' Beventren 
newborns were tojectod wift ndto- 
acevt todine and right were given 

j thetootopeoraCy. •■' - -;—

i

’toe”
Radiatton levels in milk reached"

the utay of 
the nanBfrrw&toWpty^ajld,

I * “

glands
Morison arid the purpose of the 

study “was to detenrdre what the 
functional status of the newborn 
thyroid was," .

In 1962, at the height of the CoM t 
war, scienttote were concerned 
about the increasing amount of beck- (
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From Boston Globe Page 14

Fernaid 
residents 
usedin
drug tests
Behavior, acne
focus of 2 studies

Mentally 1'etarded residents of the Ferr aid State 
School in the 1950s and 1960s wei'e used in 
experimental drag tests designed to test a blood 
pressure medication and the birth control pill’s effect 
on acne, records show.

The drug tests were conducted amid a flurry of 
research at the Waltham facility that also included a 
federally sponsored nutrition study in which 
residents consumed radioactive milk and cereal.

In a diug test conducted in. 1956, almost 200 
mentally retarded residents of the school, some as 
young as 3 years old, consumed high doses of a drug 
that later enjoyed widespread use as a treatment for 
high blood pressure, records at the school show.

The researchers tested the drug -rese) pine - to 
see if it curbed disturbing behavioiial problems.

One of the study's authors, contacted this week, 
could not remember if consent was sought from any 
of the participants in the experiment. A published 
study of the d)ug test makes no mention of obtaining 
consent. It states only that 188 residents “were 
selected for this study because they presented social 
or emotional problems."

The drug is not widely used today because it has 
caused depression in some cases, said Dr. Michael 
Horan, director of the Division of Heart and 
Vascular Diseases at the National Institutes of 
Health.

Horan said he had never beard of using reserpine 
to curb behavioral problems and said the drug could 
pose a risk for users who do not have high blood 

pressure.
The doctors in the Fernaid study reported some 

side effects among the participants, including 
tremors and dizziness. The ages of pareicipants 
ranged from 3 to 63; the younger Fernaid residents 
repented the most problems during the test, the

authors said.
The average dose given to the residents was 10 

times higher than the dose recommended today. 
In 40 cases where the patients’ behavior did not 

change in response to the average dose of 1 
milligram a day, the researchers increased the 
dosage to as much as 8 milligrams a day, according 

to the study.
Of the eight patients who were given the 

maximum 8-milligram-a-day dosage, all but two 
reported drow’siness.

In 1982, a federal Food and Diug Administration 
study determined that reserpine caused cancer in 
redents when used at a dosage 100 to 300 times the 
usual human dose. Studies of the cancer risk to 
humans, however, have been inconclusive.

In a second drug test, conducted ft-om 1962 to 
1964, about 10 retarded women from the school took 
birth control pills for several months at a time as 
part of an acne study.

Researchers from the Boston University Medical 
Center chose the retarded women in pare because 
the subjects had to have their heads bandaged cr.ce 
a week for several hours to measure oil secretion, a 
center spokeswoman said.

At the time of the study, the pill had just beer 
introduced in the United States and was not in 
regular use.

The researchers theoj-ized that the bonnonal 
substances in the pill would help curb acne.

A consent letter was sent to parents of 
participants in the acne study by former Fernaid 
Superintendent Malcolm J. Farrell, records at toe 
school show.

The consent letter, however, does not specify the 
drug used in the study, i eferring only to “hormonal 
substances.” In addition, Fan-ell said that “none of 
the medications to be used are- harmful.... They all 
have been used in other children at the school.”
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the question of Ukrainian nuclear weapons and

Moscow during the Clinton visit, or to Washing!

“Thotigh we don’t know what they said in the 
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nunored units of housing foi returning officers.

But while Russia views this process as normal, 
many countries to its west - notably foimer Warsaw 
Pact members like Poland and the Czech republic- 
view Moscow’s aims with alarm. The few of Russian 
expansion is, in fact, one of the most oftxited 
reasons for their demand, currently rejected by 
Washington, for full membership in NATO.

1
Moscow - whose leaders still view themselves as 
rulere of a superpower - to preject its influence into 
these regions.

It is with these considerations in mind that 
Russia is still willing to send its too ops to lands far 
beyond its own frontiers, obseivers say - to places 
like Tajikistan, which borders Afghanistan and has 
been in the grips of a civil war for almost as long as it 
has been independent

From Boston Globe Page 1

Russia trying to regain grip
over republics, US aides say

By Paul Quinn-Judge
______________ GLOBE STAFF________________

WASHINGTON - The highest levels of Russian 
government including President Boris N. Yeltsin
are backing the use of military pressure against

•»-. O r _u. . i i • ».«w c

say.
The mihtary pressure is part of an effort by

Moscow to destabilize and i-easseit influence over
the republics that became independent when the
Soviet Union disintegrated at the end of 1991. Such 
involvement in what Russian officials call their “near 
abroad” has mised serious questions in Washington

———

develop independently.

actually plan” the inteivention in Georgia, “they did 
nothing at all to stop it,” the official eaid. Official 
repoits also note that the military operation in 
Georgia wag cairied out with intelligence support 
from both Russian military intelligence, the GRU 
and the successor to the KGB.

The complexity of the operation makes it highly 
unlikely that it and perhaps similar, smaller 
undeitakings in othei- former Soviet republics such 
as Azerbaijan were the work of a few regue 
commanders, analysts reportedly have concluded. 

The conclusion that Yeltsin did back the 
operations is, obsejvers say, actually less troubling 
than the other possibilities: that Yeltsin did not know 

« auMc«uiwa; paii. oi nis armea rorces were 
doing in the south; or that he knew, opposed their 
activities, but was unable to stop them.

Officials in Washington suggest that the Clinton 
administration does, not want to confront Moscow on 
its “near abroad” policy at next week’s summit and 
instead aims to emphasize the positive sides of the 
US-Russia relationship.

With this in mind, the United States reportedly 
would like to announce in Moscow breakth) vUgk= on 
the question of Ukrainian nuclear weapons and 
Russian troops in the Baltics.

Senior Russian and Ukrainian officials are in 
Washington this week for what is hoped will be the 

_ concluding round of US-Russian-Ukrainian talks on 
a p oirmg consensus, certainly in the US intelligence nuclear weapons. If a mutuallv satisfaecoiy
community’, that Russia is far from innocent in agreement can be reached, officials say Ukrainian
what s been going on in the Caucasus and Moldova.” president Leonid Kravchuk will either be invned to

Russian mihtaiy intervention on the side of Moscow during the Clinton visit, or to Washington
separatist in the breakaway Georgian province of soon after Clinton retuins. 
, , . - ------------- i At the same time US officials are said to be

'01 the re8ional ^pital and a once working hard to persuade both Moscow and the
Baltic capitals to agree on the thorny and sensitive 
issue of the continuing Russian troop presence in 
Lithuania, Larina and Estonia.

Baltic presidents said cn. Saturday that thev 
want Russian troops out by the end of this year. The 
United States reportedly will tiv to encourage 
Russia to pull out by offering to build several 
hundred units of housing fci returtiing officers. 

A broad range of politicians and militaiy leaders 
in Moscow see the creation of a Russian sphere of 
influence in the lands that were once the Soviet
Union as both a natural right and a geopolitical 
imperative.

Russian conto ol over strategically vital areas - 
toe lands that abut China or the Middle East, for 
example - proride Russia with a first line of defense 
in a volatile part of the world. They also allow

nothing at all to stop it,” the official said. Official 
reports also note that the military’ operation in 
Georgia was canned out with intelligence support

and the successor to the KGB 
F-~

unlikely that it and perhaps similar, smaner ’ 
J_ -1.111 * .« _ * _ '

as Azerbaijan were the work of a few regue 
commanders, analysts reportedly have concluded.

The conclusion that Yeltsin did back the 
operations is, obseivers say, actually less troubling

develop^jj0^6 ^"^gliess +“° let t^ese new natlons Yh.at & s’ai3stanti’a; part of his aimed forces wei

Although the Clinton administration has
expressed concert! about Russian pressure on these
states - among them Georgia, Moldova, Azerbaiian
and Tajikistan - LIS officials are far from certain
that the issue will be raised in any meaningful way
when President Clinton meets Yeltsin next week in
Moscow.

Strobe Talbott, deputy secretaiy of state-
designate and the main, force behind the
administi ation’s Russia policy, is known to be
reluctant to do anything he feels could weaker.
Yeltsin.

^Nevertheless, a senior official here said, “Thei-e’s

community’, that Russia is far from innocent in
what’s been going on in the Caucasus and Moldova.”

Russian militaiy intervention on the side of
separatists in the breakaway Georgian province of
A’okhazia. for instance, tipped the scales last fall in

beautiful resort, town.
Soon after suffering a ciushing defeat in

Abkhazia, the Georgian leader, Eduai d A.
Shevardnadze, saying his republic was on the verge
or disintegration, flew to Moscow and did what he
swore he would never do: asked Yeltsin to readmit
his passionately independent nation into the
Commonwealth of Independent States.

The US official said there was “cii cumstantial
eridence that T eltsin himself had discussed the
fighting in Georgia with senior militai-y officers,
including the Russian defense minister. Gen Pavel
Grechev. The meeting reportedly took place areund
the time of the most intense fighting, in the late
summer or early fall of last year

“Though we don’t know what they said in the 
meeting, it’s clear that if highest levels did not



Economists Trade BarbsFed Assails
Over President’s PolicyPresident’s
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Bank Plan By SYLVIA NASAR
As the U.S.
economy’s miseryUniting of Agencies
index sinks, whoWon’t Work, It Says
gets the credit?

By KEITH BRADSHER

term.

New Criteria
For Earnings

Finance, warned that this could

his group preferred the Fed plan to

Supervision, which regulates many

authority over 40 percent of the na­
tion's banking system, as measured
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growing at an annual rate of 2.5 per­
cent or better, has a 6.4 percent un­
employment rate and inflation of only 
about 3 percent.

He smiled when he, too, gave all the

many state-chartered institutions but
would be limited under the Fed plan
to handling deposit insurance and knowledged on Monday, to complain 

_ " ’ ’ „ 1 too loudly about an economy that is

alone on the commentary, his column 
was a summary of current views at 
the Fed. "It’s expressed as a particu­
lar view, but it represents the distilla­
tion of our thinking here at the Fed­
eral Reserve,” he said.

The least predictable thing about 
both panels was that the economists 
agreed about a few things.

Each agreed that the economy was 
doing fine — despite the fact that they 

, all live somewhere between Washing­
loan. The F.D.l.C. now regulates ton and Boston, a part of the country 

that is still struggling.
It is hard. Professor Feldstein ac-

Beginning today, the listing 
of corporate earnings in Busi­
ness Day will cover only com­
panies that have at least $50 
million in quarterly revenues. 
Banking and insurance compa­
nies, which do not usually re­
port revenues, will be covered 
in the listing if their total assets 
exceed $2 billion.

In addition, for any company 
reporting a loss, the listing of 
corporate earnings will now 
show the loss per share.
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tary published this morning in The
American Banker, a daily newspaper
widely read by bankers. The Federal are part oj the Treasury Department. 
Reserve has been trying to rally sup- F1**’ J ” **■ * * 1 "

and such. “Less misery,” he acknowl­
edged.

Professor Barro, however, gave 
most of the credit for the improve­
ment to a fellow Republican, Alan 
Greenspan, the chairman of the Fed­
eral Reserve Board, not the Presi­
dent.

That brought a sharp retort from 
Robert Solow, a Nobel Laureate from 
the Massachussetts Institute of Tech­
nology, a Democrat, who applauded 
the Administration’s willingness to 
tax the rich and help the poor. His 
precise words, uttered with a glare at 
Professor Barro, and a flourish, were, 
“Stupidity is stupidity.”
The Snow Factor

Another panelist, Allan Meltzer 
from Carnegie Mellon, blamed the 
snowstorm swirling outside for the 
fracas.

Today’s deliberations were the sec­
ond in two sessions on Clintonomics. 
The session on Monday was a some­
what lopsided duel between four Clin­
ton supporters, including two Admin­
istration members, on one side, and a 
lone Clinton critic, Martin Feldstein, 
a Harvard economist who is the pres­
ident of the National Bureau of Eco­
nomics and was the chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers in 
President Ronald Reagan’s first

some ailing banks and savings and
loans.

John P. LaWare, one of the Federal
Reserve Board’s seven members,.
presented the proposal in a common-; savings and loans, with the Office of retary of the Treasury for Domestic

port among bankers for its position as retary of the Treasury for Financial of the savings and loan industry in the 
it prepares to fight the Treasury De- Institutions, told reporters this after- 1980’s. Mr. LaWare responded that 
partment plan in Congress this year, noon that the Federal Reserve’s pro- the savings and loan industry had 

Termed View of Fed
Mr. LaWare said in an interview

that although his name appeared by assets, compared with 18 percent

the Shawmut National Corporation, a competition between them, resulting
bank holding company, tends to take jn better ideas. But under the Fed _

??"’ banks would retain some of lobbyist"fo7‘' broader"American 

Bankers Association, said that his 
group had not yet taken a position and 
would continue to review both plans.

“It’s a pleasure to be on a panel 
when the plaintiff is so badly outnum­
bered,” Alan Blinder said on Monday.

Both sessions were “ritual 
dances.” in Professor Solow’s words. 
“Any kids with a computer could 
have predicted what everybody 
would say a year ago,” he said.

Some Common Ground

the lead on bank regulatory issues. j,;__,
Specifically, Mr. LaWare proposed their current freedom to choose 

today to combine tne Office of Thrift which agency would regulate them.

Frank N. Newman, the Under Sec­

now. vlce presioent oi tne independent
Mr. LaWare responded in an inter- Bankers Association of America, a

view, “Contrast that with their pro- trade grouP that represents small- 
posal, which says they want 100 per- and medium-sized banks, said that 
cent.” h>s group preferred the Fed plan to

, „, . . , Mr. LaWare said that retaining two the Treasury’s because it would limit
Mr. LaWare, a former chairman of regulatory agencies would encourage the concentration of regulatory pow- i 
„ Cl,,,,™,,. „ -------------------------- . . ... r er

But Edward L. Yingling, the chief

Special io The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — In an 
unusual public attack, the Federal 
Reserve today strongly criticized a 
Clinton Administration plan for the 
consolidation of bank regulatory 
agencies that would hand over much 
of the Fed’s regulatory role over to 
the Treasury Department.

Saying that the Administration’s 
plan would lead to neither an efficient 
regulatory system nor good govern­
ment, the Fed proposed instead a new 
regulatory lineup that would pre­
serve much of its own current role.

The Fed’s criticisms prompted out­
spoken complaints this afternoon by 
Treasury officials that the Fed was 
simply seeking to protect its turf. But 
some banking industry officials 
praised the Fed’s proposal as a way 
to limit possible abuses of power by 
the single agency sought by the Clin­
ton Administration.
Break With Tradition

While the Fed’s unhappiness with 
the Administration plan has been well 
known, the exchange today was a 
sharp departure from both the Fed’s 
tradition of bland reticence and the. 
Clinton Administration's desire to 
preserve good relations with the cen-i 
tral bank. The Fed's current policy of; 
holding interest rates low is generally, 
regarded as crucial to the success of 
President Clinton’s economic pro­
gram. Fed and Treasury officials 
have so far taken pains not to drag 
interest rate policy into the regula­
tory brawl.

Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
has been seeking to combine the Ad-, 
ministration’s two regulatory agen­
cies for banks and savings and loans, 
the independent Federal Deposit In­
surance Corporation and some of the 
Fed’s regulatory functions, into an 
entity called the Federal Banking 
Commission, responsible for examin­
ing banks and savings and loan insti­
tutions.

The Fed proposed today that the 
Administration combine its two agen­
cies while allowing the Fed to regu­
late the largest bank-holding compa­
nies plus allfinancial holding compa­
nies in which the largest entity is a 
state-chartered bank or savings and

Special to The New York Times

BOSTON, Jan. 4 — No annual meet­
ing of the American Economics Asso-

i ciation would be complete without an
assessment of current economic poli- 

/ cy, but the one that took place today 
t produced some unusual sparks.

Robert Barro, a Harvard professor 
and Reagan Republican, conceded 
that the Barro misery index had de­
clined by half a percent during the 
first year of Bill Clinton’s term. The 
index, which is occasionally featured
in The Wall Street Journal, measures
changes in jobjessness, interest rates cr^Vto Mn G?renspa"n.’. .......~.

. <‘Aian Greenspan deserves very 
high marks,” he said. “As econo­
mists, we are all aware that the econ­
omy’s performance is not a function 
of current Administration policy.” 

And all the economists, several of 
whom said they had feared the worst, 
sang hosannas about the passage of 

. the North American Free Trade 
Agreement and the successful conclu­
sion of the negotiations on the Gen­
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 
‘Very Good’ Performance

"The Administration’s perform­
ance was not only positive, surpris­
ingly positive,” said Rudiger Dom- 
busch, an M.I.T. professor and Clin­
ton supporter on Monday’s panel. “It 
was actually very good.

Lawrence H. Summers, the Under 
Treasury Secretary who is being 
awarded the John Bates Clark medal 
for the best young economist under 
age 40, recalled wondering a year ago 
whether it would be a good idea to 
ac ept the invitation to defend the 
Aaministration’s economic policy. On 

: Monday, he said he was glad he had 
made the right deceision.

After all, as he put it, “This has 
been the most successful year for 
American international economic 
policy than any year since World War 
II.”

the Comptroller of the Currency, Finance, warned that this could
which regulates many banks. Both prompt regulators to compete in le-

_ . niency, and pointed out the lenient
Richard Camel], the Assistant Sec- regulation that allowed the collapse

posal would give it direct regulatory been regulated bv a single agency 
»...i— ------.i-------------------------- - then

Kenneth A. Guenther, the executive 
vice president of the Independent
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C.I.A. employees greeted President Clinton and Director James Woolsey, second from right, at the agency’s headquarters in Langley, Va.

lion," Mr. Stephanopoul 
going to demand full dis

Iagency, disclosed aspects of the atom- 
idU-nergy officials’ experiments on hu-
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the experiments had been concluded 
for six years. Dr. Gottlieb, now retired, 
could not be reached for comment.

In television interviews this morn­
ing, George Stephanopoulos, the Presi­
dent’s senior adviser, said that Antho­
ny Lake, Mr. Clinton’s national securi­
ty adviser, “has talked to the director 
of the C.I.A., Jim Woolsey, about their 
participation” in the release of docu­
ments detailing radiation tests.

stances.”
Steven Aftergood of the Federation

of American Scientists, an analyst of
Government secrecy, said, "We know
essentially nothing about the radiation
tests” conducted by the C.I.A. Five
members of the Rockefeller Commis­
sion staff said they recalled nothing of
substance about the radiation tests,
other than that they had occurred.

"I recall the various drug tests, Technical Services staff By that time,

man subjects during the cold war.
Only I Public Reference

is White House officials, who have 
pledged to make records on such tests 
public, recently asked the C.I.A. to 
produce any files on similar testing. A

Mi

which were scandalous,” William E. 
Colby, the Director of Central Intelli­
gence from 1973 to 1975, said today. 
"But nothing about radiation."

The Rockefeller Commission report 
suggested, and Mr Breckenridge re­
members, that documents describing 
the program may have been destroyed 
in 1973 by Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, chief of 
the chemical division of the agency’s
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Shredders and 
time dim facts at 
the spy agency.
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"We’re going to be working with th$
C.I.A., and we expect their participar 
  ilossaid. "We’re 
_ _ disclosure, and wt
think we’re going to get it." T!

President Clinton, accompanied bjf 
Mr. Lake, made his first visit to 11$ 
C.I.A.’s headquarters in Langley, Va^J 
this morning, and met with Mr. Woof 
sey. The subject of the radiation test£ 
was not on their agenda. 71

+
■•'<i

But due to secrecy, shredders and 
the passage of time, little is known 
about the tests, including their nature, 
their number and the type of radiation 
employed.
'’In a sign of how difficult the Admin­

istration’s task may be, documents de­
scribing the tests may have been de- 
stVbyed by an agency scientist 20 years 
ago; Central Intelligence Agency ar­
chivists said today that they had found 
no records referring to radiation tests; 
tHc* memories of men who investigated 
tfib matter have faded, and only one 
fifeting reference to the experiments 
exists.
/The tests took place at a time when 

atomic-energy officials, fearing a nu- 
cl'd'ar attack by the Soviet Union and 
seeking to understand the effects of 
radiation, undertook a much larger se­
ries of experiments on hundreds of 
human subjects, including children, 
prison inmates, mentally retarded peo­
ple and pregnant women.
-Late last year, the Energy Depart- 

rHent, which oversees the development 
tlhd production of nuclear weapons, 
began declassifying millions of docu­
ments about the weapons program and 
ils conduct in the cold war. The docu- 
rttents, many still under review by the

|?NpR Ol THOSE Ml MILL RS

H
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a thorough search of our records and 
reaching out to retired C.I.A. officials 
who would have been in a position to 
know if the agency had conducted any 
such tests.”

Only one public reference to the tests 
exists, in a June 1975 report on the 
intelligence agency’s activities by a 
Presidential commission led by Vice 
President Nelson A. Rockefeller.

In the late 1940’s, the C.I.A.’s Techni­
cal Services Division began to investi­
gate techniques, including the use of 
radiation and hallucinogenic drugs, to 
alter or control human behavior. 

"The program was a big umbrella 
with different things under it," recalled 
Scott Breckenridge, a C.I.A. deputy in­
spector general in the 1970’s and au­
thor of “C.I.A. and the Cold War” 
(Praeger, 1993). “Could it help with 
interrogations as a truth serum? Could 
we program people to block their mem­
ory to defend them against interroga­
tion?

"At first they thought of it in defen­
sive terms. But then they began to 
think of it as something they might use 
on the opposition.”

Part of Larger C.I.A. Program
Under the umbrella fell experiments 

on "the effects of radiation," according 
to the report by the Rockefeller Com­
mission. The commission also reported 
finding other official misdeeds, like 
spying on Americans.

“The drug program was part of a 
much larger C.I.A. program to study 
possible means for controlling human 
behavior," the commission reported. 

___________ _ "Other studies explored the effects of
C.I.A. official, David Christian, said radiation, electric shock, psychology, 
today that the agency was "conducting sociology and harassment sub-

* * *
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By TIM WEINER
Special lo The New Yoi k Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — Trying to 
help the Clinton Administration end the 
secrecy that surrounded the nation's 
use of human subjects in radiation 
experiments, the C.I.A. is searching 
for files on research it conducted dur- 
iin the cold war involving the use of 
radiation to alter or control behavior.
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welfare agencies, 
has to go. But fur-

i
Boris Yeltsin

tion. Just after the parliamentary
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ther support for the 
poor and the elderly 
has to be offset by 
cuts in industrial 
subsidies or else the 

resulting inflation will make people

strategy that can be subtly altered or 
slowed. In reality, it is a messv stum­
ble. One can attempt -gradual" re­
form. which in reality means politi­
cians scream at each other while the

The Western aid agencies have 
come in for a lot of abuse for failing to 
help regular people. Some of it is jus-

sis of Russian reform is that it treats ....... „
^a_^On as some sort of coherent analysts in Moscow and

seem panicky and fickle. But on the 
basis of the early returns, Boris 
Yeltsin, for all his flaws, seems willing 
to stay the course in this important 
area.

- Happily, Boris Yeltsin has more 
nerve than some of his Western sup­
porters. At the very moment when 
many Western governments and com­
mentators were dwelling on the er­
rors of reform, and calling upon Rus­
sia to rethink “radical" liberaliza­
tion, Boris Yeltsin instead pushed 
down on the accelerator.

Mr. Yeltsin issued a decree liberal­
izing the Russian grain market. Farm­
ers will no longer be obliged to sell 
grain to the government at artificial 
prices. The decree also outlaws local 
attempts to restrict the trade of grain 
and oilseeds within Russia and calls 
for the privatization of grain storage 

■ and production facilities.
. Mr. Yeltsin also accelerated the 

privatization of municipal enter­
prises. He signed into law a measure 
that would allow residential build­
ings to turn their apartments into 
condominiums. The government went 
ahead on an auction to privatize the 
nation’s largest oil company; the com­
pany on the block, Surgutneftegaz, 
produces 10% of Russia's total output. 

"There was another decree that was 
designed to bring Russia a functioning 
bankruptcy law, though this effort has 

-been fraught with difficulties. 
' • Privatization Minister Anatoly
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Communist structures rot. This is the 
option Ukraine has chosen, leaving 
Ukraine in worse economic shape than 
Russia and with the same pervasive 
criminality.

Then there is "radical" reform, in 
which privatization proceeds and the 
government tries to impose some sort 
of fiscal and monetary discipline. Even 
the supposedly radical Gaidar strategy 
has failed on two-thirds of this agenda. 
Efforts by some in the cabinet to re­
build a massive new Gosplan, to cen­
trally plan the economy, have been de­
feated by the few reformers left, but 
state subsidies still flow freely. Russia 
has a six trillion ruble federal deficit, 
and dreams of bringing it down to 10% 
of GDP. The inflation rate is down to 
15% a month, but most analysts believe 
it will go back up.

Mr. Yeltsin talks about creating ar 
better social safety
net. Clearly the cur- 1 
rent support sys­
tem, in which com- 
panics also serve as

Chubais held a press conference to un­
derline just how successful the priva­
tization effort has been. More than 55 even worse off. 
million Russians now own shares in 
some sort of business. Almost 70% of 
the nation’s small and medium-size ._o
businesses are now in private hands, tified. The" agencies were mosrcom- 
This doesn’t mean that the companies fortable dealing with governments 
are yet functioning like private busi- rather than private companies and in- 
nesses m the Western sense, but it’s a dividuals. They overemphasized mul-
remarkable achievement, and is now timillion- or multibillion-dollar aid
irreversible. projects when the most useful project

Mr. Yeltsin has also got the various is often a few thousand dollars di­
members of his coalition government reeled at an entrepreneur. And there 
marching in roughly the same direc- is far too much intellectual pork barrel 
tion. Just after the parliamentary handed out to Western consultants, 
elections. Prime Minister Viktor Cher- But the possible influence of Western 
nomyrdin, whose economic views re- agencies on the entire Russian econ- 
main a mystery, said that the radical omy is marginal; they mostly serve as 
reforms were "poorly thought out ex- whipping boys for both sides.

The basic problem is that you can’t 
build a prefab market democracy and

periments.” But at a subsequent press
conference Mr. Yeltsin announced  
that chief reformer 'iegor Gaidar then plop it on top of a country. The
would stay, and so would his policies, civic institutions that emerged in the
Mr. Chernomyrdin got the message, West over a millenia are formin°' 
and delivered a speech saying that quickly in Russia, but not overnight, 
there was no alternative but to stay Young businessmen are far in front of 
the reform course. the politicians, yet things like enforce-

of the problems with the analy- able contracts take time.
------------- -------------- --------Facing the inevitable mess, many

the West



 

Newly Vulnerable to Superfund’s Claws \/

re-
ex-

■

Pont Co. and others at a Superfund site.

Notable & Quotable J
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David Brinkley of ABC News, writing 
tn the Jan. 3 issue of Newsweek an Amer­
ica in the 19i0s:

Get this: If work was done on a Super­
fund cleanup in 1988, the EPA would be re­
imbursed between 8269 and 8376 of over­
head for each hour of work done by each of 
its employees working on that cleanup. 
This rate- beyond a person’s hourly rate- 
would apply whether the work was done by 
a senior engineer or a junior secretary. 
That is how the new rule would work. 

shoe store."
Public comments on the rule brought 

to light egregious expenditures claimed days "a year. And the site was in a swamp^
EPA’s position on the proposed rule is 

that defendants “cannot avoid payment of

EPA wants this rule because right now U_L. 2  
the program is bogged down in litigation now, the EPA can recover 'rirtuaily'any 
„„ u..„. j J amount that it spends, unless these costs

are-successfully challenged in court as be­
ing unnecessary or unreasonable. The

By Richard L. Stroup
If you think the Superfund program is 

out of control now. watch what happens 
this year. The Environmental Protection 
Agency, the program’s administrator, is 
trying to reduce Superfund litigation by 
“clarifying’’ the rules under which busi­
nesses, individuals, public school systems 
and others pay back the costs of EPA-des- 
ignated cleanups.

The Superfund law already invites re­
view. A study by the Institute for Civil Jus­
tice found that in the late 1980s EPA spent 
more than 87 on overhead for every dollar 
it spent on cleanup. Between 50% and 70% 
of Superfund spending is “inefficient and 
undermines the environmental mission of 
the program,” according to a 1989 study 
performed by the Office of Technology As­
sessment, a government agency.

Yet the changes contemplated would 
worsen this situation. The Superfund law 
allows EPA to hire and pay contractors to 
clean up a site with Superfund money and 
later seek reimbursement to recover its 
costs from the parties it deems responsi­
ble. The proposed rule change would se­
verely limit the ability of those who pay to 
review the charges and question them.

The idea is to streamline the recovery 
process and reduce litigation. But ques­
tioning charges in and out of court is one 
of the only remaining safeguards that pre­
vents the EPA from billing unnecessary 
and unreasonable charges. Because of 
new electronic bookkeeping, Superfund 
targets could no longer see the invoices for 
payments relating to their own cases.

The rule would R 
also dramatically in­
crease the rate that
responsible parties __
pay-not for cleanup V*”'"

Among these expenses were phone calls 
to several 900 numbers published in Pent­
house magazine promising, for example, 
“the forbidden fantasies of Alexis C-a 
seductive nymph” and the “intimate sex­
ual pleasure of Emmanuelle X.”

Less flamboyant, but more important, 
are the comments of Robert Rock of the ac­
counting house Price Waterhouse. He 
notes that in general "the invoices paid by 
the EPA lack evidence that the EPA re­
viewed or even spot-checked the invoice 
for accuracy and appropriateness.” He 
cited dubious charges for travel to a Su­
perfund site (the travel was charged, but 
there was no indication that any time was 
spent on the site), “cut-off” errors (the 
EPA included costs outside a specified 
time period) and “duplicate charges from 
different agencies... for the same type of 
work.” In one case, the EPA charged sam­
ple analysis costs from an unrelated site, 
resulting in an overcharge of 8400,000. Mr. 
Rock stated: “These types of errors would 
not have been discovered if the EPA’s pro­
posed rules for documentation had been in 
place at the time of our review."

Under the cost recovery process, even

lltonjngrf

Amons supposedly 
imbursable Superfund 
penses were phone calls to 
several 900 numbers pub­
lished in Penthouse maga­
zine promising, for exam­
ple, “the forbidden fan­
tasies of Alexis C—a se­
ductive nymph. ”

Roosevelt so happy. Press Secretary Steve 
Early told me, that once or twice he saw 
the president spend hours poring over 
records sent to him from the IRS showing 
who paid how much.

As for Roosevelt’s own finances, all 
that was ever known was that his mother, 
Sara Delano Roosevelt, until she died in 
1941, even* month or so handed him cash 
in a sealed envelope.

Members of Congress were so happv to 
find they now had a Niagara of money 
flooding into Washington, all ready for 
them to spend. Even when the war was 
long over, there was never any thought of 
ending the withholding tax. (They held the 
top rate at about 70% for another 16 years.) 
Did the enormous tax rates pay the cost of 
the war? No. Did the government run the 
war on credit and leave billions in debt? 
Yes.

Mr. Stroup is professor of economics at 
Montana State University. Bradley K. 
Townsend, a fellow at the Political Economy 
Research Center in Bozeman, Mont., con­
tributed to this article and co-authored a 
longer version of it that appears in the cur­
rent issue of the Cato Institute's magazine 
Regulation.

Under pressure of war, the withhold­
ing tax was bom. It is doubtful that with­
out war Congress would ever have voted 
for a tax so intrusive and troublesome. 
Because of the withholding tax, the term 
“take-home pay” entered the language. 
Had people been forced to count out their 
taxes in hard cash for some government 
collector, taxes in such stratospheric 
amounts almost certainly could not have 
been collected.

The cost of the war was so high that the 
top rate eventually went to about 92%. It 
was explained to Roosevelt that his rich 
enemies would be soaked, even fleeced, 
beyond their deepest fears. They paid the 

I 92%, hated it. but could not escape. It made

bills would seldom be asked, because de­
tailed examination by parties or courts  
would be nearly impossible without access because they have no incentive to concern 
to invoices. Commenting on the proposed themselves with cost. At one site EPA went 
rule, the American Mining Congress has to court and required parties to spend 89.3 

million additional dollars to clean the site 
to a level where the dirt would be safe

in cost-recovery actions. One comment
included a deposition from a 1990 federal 
court case where costs were being sought United States’ costs on the grounds "that 
for “miscellaneous expenses" from Du such costs are’unnecessary’or‘unreason­

able.’ ” So under the proposed rule there 
 would be no restriction to what EPA can

spend and there would be no one to stop it, 
even if EPA admits that its bills are un­

  necessary and unreasonable. Forget the
sky: there is no limit.

The rule is set to become final as early 
as next month. In congressional hearings 
a year and a half ago. Rep. J.J. Pickle (D.,
Texas) said that if the EPA “can’t make 
the Superfund program work efficiently 
and effectively to eliminate the health 
risks posed to the public, we ought to scrap 
the program and start over.” Given the 
costly ineffectiveness of the program to 
date, perhaps this is good advice. For the 
moment, may one suggest at least scrap­
ping the proposed rule and starting over?

costs, but for the
agency’s overhead. The agency could col­
lect these costs retroactively to 1983, along 
with future costs. Potentially therefore the 
entire Superfund program (apart from fed­
eral sites) could “jump the track" and go 
off-budget, escaping the constraints of the 
congressional budget process.

stated that granting this authority “is tan­
tamount to giving a blank check to Imelda 
Marcos before she shops in a Fifth Avenue enough to eat for 260 days a year. EPA was

«,♦«» - unsatisfied with “contaminated” dirt that
everyone conceded was safe to eat for 70

as businesses and individuals try-in and
out of court-to avoid paying EPA’s puni­
tive costs. The change might minimize _„= „ 
such litigation - but so would abolishing le- EPA points out that there is ‘ ‘no*statutory
gal due process. Embarrassing questions dollar limit” to the response actions that 
to EPA about outrageous, lost or duplicate it may require.

Government professionals are eager to 
force small increments of risk reduction
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Small Businesses Say Superfund Overhaul Falls Short/
Proposed Law Wouldn’t Eliminate the Burden of Retroactive Liability \/
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of all the retroactive liability," says Har- 

issues for the National Federation of inde­
pendent Business, the nation's largest 
small-business organization.

But Benjamin Cooper, chief lobbyist for 
Printing Industries of America in Alexan­
dria, Va., nevertheless is encouraged by 
the administration’s apparent willingness 
"to acknowledge that retroactive liability 
has to be significantly modified or elimi­
nated.” He is confident that Congress will 
drop the current liability system.

In the past, however, Congress has 
expressed wariness about changing the 
liability provisions of the Superfund law. 
And no lawmaker has yet specifically 
addressed the anticipated administration 
proposal.
Vigorous Debate Likely

$3 billion since then.
Small-business owners, with fewer fi­

nancial and legal resources than bigger 
rivals, say they suffer both from their legal 
liability under the Superfund law - and

By Jeanne Saddler
Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal

WASHINGTON - President Clinton is 
expected to approve shortly a proposed 
overhaul of the law governing cleanup of 
hazardous-waste sites.

Small-business groups are concluding 
that this is good news - and bad news. The 
plan could help small companies some­
what - but it wouldn't do enough to curb 
their retroactive liability, small business 
advocates say.

Entrepreneurs have long chafed over 
the heavy legal expenses and credit risks 
created by the 1980 Superfund law. Small­
business owners and trade groups want to 
eliminate their open-ended liability for 
wastes sites used before 1980 and to speed 
resolution of their cleanup responsibili-

Settlement Fund
The administration’s revision of the 

Superfund law, which Mr. Clinton is ex­
pected to unveil later this month, wouldn’t 
go that far, however. The proposal would 
tax insurance companies to create a $500 
million-a-year fund, which could be used 
for settling legal disputes between busi 
nesses and their insurers.

The federal settlement fund could ab-

liability for cleaning up hazardous wastes 
dumped before 1980. Therefore, businesses

bilities. The new fund wouldn’t be avail­
able to companies that still choose to sue 
C ’
entire cost. In additi^ ttw7un^« 
wouldn’t cover businesses that lacked en­
vironmental insurance before 1980

The private commission released its 
Superfund reform proposal late last

complete elimination of retroactive liabil

won’t face further suits from other busi­
nesses after it settles with the U.S. govern 
ment. Eliminating small firms’ retroactive

that he will be charged more once the
cleanup actually begins. "The contingent ton.

their insurance companies for a cleanup s marks the first time that the EPAZs™ HnandnJ or St^n CUlf m t0 ge‘ 1 ,v,,uw W,,CIc ll,,s 'aeDa[e)
entire cost in addition thn fund „^k„ki.. — ------- ----------------------- financing or credit and threatens the very will end up,” Mr. Sonntag continues. “But
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noted, "t... ......„ . ............. „
small-business owner, I certainly can’t

------------_y
Such situations highlight “the inability 

of small businesses to own up to their fair 
share and cash out," says Pamela Noyes 
Linton, chairman of Pollution Solutions of 
Vermont Inc., a small Burlington, Vt., 
company that treats and disposes hazard 
ous wastes.

from having it hang over their heads^or SeekinS Quicker Decisions 

years. Superfund litigation often lasts five Ms-Lin,on supports a proposal that she 
to 10 years and can force a company to recently helped to develop as part of the 
spend $3 on legal costs for every dollar National Commission on Superfund, a coa 
spent cleaning up the environment, says ll^on °f26 representatives from business, 
Mr. Cooper, the lobbyist. environmental and community groups. Al-

The protracted liability can even make t*?!0UFh „the commission didn’t suggest 
it harder for a small company to gain alimi.na‘'n& businesses’ retroactive liabil 
financing. Lee Koenig, president of Crown dldtback the notion of speeding
Battery Manufacturing Co. in Fremont,
Ohio, described such a problem in testi- .. . , - -----------
mony last June before a subcommittee of 0U1 a company s payments over

Any proposed Superfund revision is the House Small Business Committee.
Mr. Koenig said the EPA had declared

the administration, the Treasury Depart- sites used by three recycling companies
ITIPnf and thn E’nvirnnTVTnnlAl ___ _____ ___ ____ • • . .r .

prefer

!W.TO
government relations for the National 
Association of Metal Finishers in Washing- 

"We don’t know where this IdebateJ

Mr-
businesses generally that they have to pay 
attention to the Superfund reform process.

government decisions about a small com 
pany's “fair share" of liability at a site and

a long period. The administration is also

ment and the Environmental Protection that Crown employed to separate the lead
Agency were at odds for months before f------- ------------- -----------

!ast m°n,b- recyclers later went out of business. The

much of the law’s burden on businesses” '„v.v jvvll,cu 1Ci>puuawi'

«™-PWsfexfe»asfeS.

used the waste sites. The EPA wanted 
polluters to continue paying for pdst dump­

pie would cost the federal government 
heavily. The administration’s compromise

any ground on the retroactive-liability 
issue, the NFIB’s Ms. James notes.

It won’t be easy for Congress to make

able. Three-fourths of all dumping in haz-
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Mexico Uprising
May Aid Rival
For Presidency
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By Dianne Solis
Staff Reporter of The Wall Street J ournal

MEXICO CITY—The rebellion in south­
ern Mexico embarrasses the ruling party 
just as its presidential candidate was 
preparing to start a campaign that was 
expected to demolish the opposition, politi­
cal analysts said.

The candidate, Luis Donaldo Colosio, is 
a close friend and ally of President Carlos

the approach of a white person.
Amid all the poverty, Petroleos Mexi- 

canos, the Mexican oil giant, has found 
oil and natural gas and generates enor­
mous profits - almost all of which flow out 
of the state. (Pemex closed an office in the 
area where the violence has occurred, but 
a spokeswoman declined to comment on 
whether any of its half-dozen wells in the 
area have had to shut down.)

Even though Chiapas is an odd case, 
analysts of both of Mexico’s biggest oppo­
sition parties said the bloody insurrection 
will put a floodlight on the social inequities 
throughout the country, where almost 40% 
of the population lives in poverty and 
prejudice against those with more Indian 
blood is a fact of Mexican life.

“I see this as an alarm call,” said 
Berta Lujan, a social activist in Mexico 
City. “There are zones in Mexico of 
desperation.”

Salinas de Gortari. Mr. Colosio has been 
expected to reap the electoral benefits 
from the astonishing turnaround that has 
come in the Mexican economy during the 
Salinas administration. He is, in fact, still 
the odds-on favorite to win - the ruling 
party hasn’t lost a presidential election in 
the more than six decades of its existence. 
But the uprising creates a real problem for 
him, especially if the Salinas administra­
tion handles the fighting callously.

In any case, the attacks by Indian 
peasants will provide fuel for the sputter­
ing campaign of leftist presidential candi­
date Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, because it will 
make one of his issues-the abject poverty 
in many parts of Mexico - a much bigger 
factor in the presidential campaign.

Although Cardenas campaign officials 
declined to talk about how the Chiapas 
insurrection would affect their strategy, 
Jorge Castaneda, a friend of the candidate, 
indicated that recent events will make it 
easier for Mr. Cardenas to get people to 
listen to his concerns about how Mexico’s 
poor have stayed poor while the rich 
have become billionaires.

“This should make people think about 
whether Cardenas is the left-wing fringe or 
whether he is more prudent and channels 
dissension in constructive ways,” said Mr. 
Castaneda, author of a recent book on the 
Latin American left.

Mr. Castaneda added that the uprising 
“lays to rest all this nonsense” about 
Mexico moving into the First World. 
“What this symbolically shows is that 
Mexico is a country of enormous social 
and economic inequality. ... and with no 
legal, adequate, acceptable vehicles for 
grievances to be expressed."

Mr. Cardenas himself was quick to 
move on the opportunity over the weekei,^. 
saying in a speech that “the elections of 
1994 ought to be the opportunity to a- 
chieve-in the framework of peace and the 
law-the change that society demands.”

Heavy fighting raged again yesterday 
between the Mexican military and a 
group of armed peasants who continued 
their war against the government after 
taking over six towns on New Year’s Day. 
A pitched battle was taking place yester­
day in the town of Ocosingo, in the south­
ern state of Chiapas. Together with the 
known deaths in Sunday’s battles and 
those that occurred during the takeover of 
the cities on New Year’s Day, the official 
death toll in this increasingly bloody rebel­
lion stood at 86.

Yesterday, the Salinas administration 
tried to calm the concern over Chiapas, 
savin? that the government hopes to find a
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Mexican Stocks Slide
The uprising caused Mexican stock 
prices to fall 3.4%. Analysts say the 
fighting probably started a short-term 
market correction. Article on page Cl.

mediator and wants to resolve the prob­
lems peacefully. Mr. Colosio, the presiden­
tial candidate, also issued a statement 
reiterating his campaign pledge to attack 
Mexico’s poverty. The statement added 
that the government had vastly increased 
the amount of money spent on social 
programs in Chiapas. •

Mr. Colosio is, in fact, as well-posi- , 
tioned as any member of the ruling Institu­
tional Revolutionary Party to address the 
poor’s problems. He was chosen as the PRI 
candidate because he not only embodied 
the Salinas approach to economic policy 
and possessed strong political skills but 
also had a following among the poor - de­
veloped when he ran the anti-poverty Soli­
darity program for the past two years and I 
traveled the country to hand out govern­
ment largesse to poor communities.

Yesterday, the new head of the 
anti-poverty ministry said that Chiapas 
“remains the highest priority” and has ; 
received 8% of the Solidarity budget even 
though the state contains 3.8% of the 
Mexican population.

But the ruling party, with its wealthy 
backers and the current government’s 
focus on macroeconomic policy, has often 
seemed out of touch with the concerns of 
the poor. Two years ago, for example, I- 
when President Salinas visited the state, 
he looked for praise for his electricity and 1 
potable-water projects. But the Indian i 
population demanded resolution of more- i 
immediate issues: disputes over land r. 
rights that had produced a wave of recent 
assassinations.

Chiapas lies at the Guatemalan border 
and was once part of that Central Ameri­
can country. It is home to one of Mexico’s 
largest concentrations of indigenous peo­
ples, largely descendants of the proud 
Mayan empire, who were so downtrodden 
that many were taught as children to get 
off the sidewalks and walk in the gutter on j 
thp annmarh nf a white norcnn
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MR. GEARAN: We've just concluded what I think was a 
very good and productive meeting. It was convened here in the White 
House with various departments and agencies of the government, as 
well as senior staff and senior White House staff here. Assistant 
Secretaries and senior staff of several of the departments came here 
at the invitation of the White House to discuss this issue of 
radiation that's been raised in recent weeks. We met for more than 
an hour over in the Old Executive Office Building.

There are several things that came out of the meeting in 
terms of where we go from here. I would have to tell you, this is 
the first step, this is the first meeting in terms of an interagency 
group that we have had. I suspect there will be many more. Already 
we have — I'll go through — there have been different committees 
and subgroups suggested and recommended. A meeting of this
particular group is planned for next week as well. So there's a
great deal yet to be done, but I think, on balance, this was a very
good start to a very complex and important issue.

Fundamentally, the White House has established an 
interagency working group that will deal with this. The officials 
that will be comprised of this — the principals, that is, are the 
following members of the Cabinet: Secretary of Energy O'Leary; 
Secretary Shalala; Secretary Aspin; Attorney General Reno; Secretary 
Jesse Brown; OMB Director Panetta; and the NASA Administrator Dan 
Goldin in addition to the senior White House staff that will be 
participating in it.

The meeting was called, obviously, after reports and the 
activity and the actions of our Secretary of Energy O'Leary to follow 
up ultimately to a report first issued in 1986 by Congressman Ed 
Markey of Massachusetts, who posed three questions to the Department 
of Energy at that time in terms of some of the research and the work 
that they did in his subcommittee work: Number one, what was the 
extent of experimentation; number two, what was the medical follow­
up to this experimentation; and third, what compensation might be 

appropriate.

The written responses that he received from the 
officials at that time seemed to be, to us, inadequate. Two 
administrations have failed to answer these questions. And we intend 
to step up to the plate and to do our very best to get to the bottom 
of the facts at hand and to get as much information as we possibly 
can about these issues.

Let me go through a bit about some of the other 
subgroups that were established to give you a sense of the scope of 
the'administration activity. Number one, a group was put together by 
our Cabinet secretary, Christine Varney, on the outreach that^s going 
on in the agencies. Various departments reported at the meeting 
about what the status is of their information retrieval and their 
ongoing activities. The 800 numbers that Secretary O'Leary had 
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spoken of are replicated in some of the other agencies. We want to 
coordinate that so that there would be consistent information 
retrieved, frequently from callers into the lines, and that 
information would indeed be shared across agencies. 

Secondly, one of the principal activities of this 
interagency group is to coordinate the retrieval of information which 
is on all of the government-sponsored radiation on humans that were 
conducted since the 1 40s. This will be done on an agency-by-agency 
basis. Each agency will look at, and have already begun to start 
that process in many instances, of retrieving the kind of information 
so that all that can be retrieved into, so we can then assess where 
we go from there. 

Thirdly, in addition to those retrieval efforts, there 
will be an important congressional piece to this. As I mentioned, 
Congressman Markey has really been in the forefront of this, and 
others as well. We want to work with the Congress as we begin to 
keep them informed and apprised and to seek their counsel on our 
activities. And finally then, the various legal counsels in all of 
the departments will be coordinated in a legal committee. 

So that is a quick readout. As I said, each agency gave 
a report of where they stand, where they're going from here. I would 
have to tell you right at the outset this is the first -- it's 
preliminary. A lot of the questions you might have may go unanswered 
at this point. There are some questions that are premature in terms 
of what information we have, what we don't have. 

I think, though, in summation, what you have is, the 
President, who urged certainly in the campaign and through an 
executive order, opened this in government to get information out, to 
have the kind of government that is open and responsive to the people 
that sent us here. Secretary O'Leary has followed up with tremendous 
distinction and with the full support of the President, as he 
remarked upon when he was in South Carolina. We have other members 
of the Cabinet now that are earnestly trying to retrieve the same 
kind of information within their jurisdictions. 

Q can you determine through any of the material that 
you've received why these people were not informed, why it was 
conducted in such a heinous way -- that the experimentation on the 
children, allegedly, and pregnant women, and who else -- was thee any 
reason given for the total secrecy? 

MR. GEARAN: No, there's not a real reason that I can 
give to you. There are some instances where some consent was 
apparently given -- asked for and given. How specific that was and 
how detailed that was is an open question at this point. That's the 
kind of thing that this whole retrieval initiative that we're 
starting will seek to determine. 

Q How long is it going to take you to try to gather 
all this? And when will you have an idea of how much this 
administration would be willing to spend on compensation? 

MR. GEA.RAN: Well, as the Secretary has said previously 
-- and the President certainly has supported that -- if it is 
determined that the American people were wronged, we would have to 
consider what appropriate compensation and assistance would be. We 
would work with the Congress on that and consult with them on what 
that would be. 

The time line, I wish I could give you a very speedy 
time line. we are working with all deliberate speed on this since 
this first came to the fore, and we have convened this meeting the 
first day back here. Now we're trying to decentralize the kind of 
information so it's done very quickly and rapidly. I think by next 
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week's time we might have preliminary reports along the way, now 
that, for instance, the Department of Defense or HHS and the Attorney 
General -- all the kind of Cabinet members are going back to their 
departments to seek the kind of information they need. 

Q Will the CIA be a part of this? And if so, why 
wasn't CIA here today? 

MR. GEARAN: Well, the National Security Council was at 
the meeting today, and they will be working with the CIA, should that 
be appropriate. 

Q Will the CIA be involved in full disclosure if it's 
determined, as it was in the 1 75 study, that they indeed were 
sponsors of human radiation experiments? 

MR. GEARAN: I think we have to determine what kind of 
involvement that is. That's why we had the National Security Council 
there. And the next step in terms of the CIA -- we'd have to see how 
that proceeds. 

Q Congressman Markey, on that point, has said he has 
been assured by the White House in meetings with Phil Lader and 
Christine Varney that the CIA's cooperation will be-sought on this. 

MR. GEARAN: I don't mean to be vague. I think my point 
is in terms of today's meeting and today's participation. And I was 
at the meeting as well with the congressman -- that the National 
Security Council -- it's deemed appropriate that Christine has been 
in touch with to ensure their participation at today's meeting. They 
will now be -- a lot of what's going on obviously is we have to now 
go back to the various departments and agencies. They're putting 
together the kind of protocol that would be required to seek and 
retrieve the information we need in order to make some best 
judgments. 

Q So we shouldn't interpret from what's happened that 
the CIA gets a pass on some of this because it's a black agency? 

MR. GEARAN: No, I think you should interpret that the 
presence of the National Security Council will ensure that this 
government is committed to the kind of openness that I think you've 
seen in the past few weeks. 

Q Does the presence of the Attorney General in this 
indicate that you're looking at a possible criminal liability? 

MR. GEARAN: Well, I think there's a whole range of 
legal issues that are involved, obviously, and the Attorney General 
will be a key player. She's a principal on the committee, as I 
mentioned. They are looking at the whole range of legal issues that 
are involved. I think it's premature at this point to determine 
where we go from here. 

Q Are you willing to pursue that if there's --

MR. GEARAN: At this point, I think we're -- what's most 
accurate now for me to relate to you certainly is we're at the stage 
now where it would be premature to say what kind of actions, what the 
end game necessarily is. What I think I can report to you on is the 
kind of openness that you've seen, that we're committed to getting to 
the bottom of it, to getting the kind of information, and then to 
make the best and most reasonable, informed judgment on where we 
proceed from there. 

Q I realize the nature focus is on Americans, but if 
there is any evidence that foreigners were victimized in this way, 
can they get compensation such as in the Agent Orange situation? 

MORE 
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GEARAN:MR.

Not thatGEARAN:

I mean, where did they fall short?

GEARAN:MR.

Q

MR. GEARAN:

MR. GEARAN: Congressman Marxey’s sruay is an impw. 
one, one we take very seriously. But in terms of exact kind of 
judgment calls, I think we find the information to date is very 
troubling and the Secretary has been quite clear on this.troubling and the

Q

— get a

MORE

Q 
previous administrations? 
said it was inadequate.

Did she get the President's permission —

handle of whether there are hundreds or

Nothing was followed up on.

Nothing was done?

Q 
suggested the compensation? 
into a multibillion-dollar —

Nothing at all?

Not that any of us are aware of.

thousands of victims that you're’talking about right now?

What was inadequate about previous response, the
- ■ - • - .........- you

MR. GEARAN: We don't have any best judgment on that. I 
think the Congressman's report had 695. But I

MR.
I'm aware of.

Was Secretary O'Leary acting on her own when she
Is there any concern about this turning

terms of putting together this group -- departments are going back, 

it would be

MR. GEARAN: No. I think, if anything, I would like to 
make it quite clear that the Secretary has been in very close contact 
with the White House. A lot of her efforts on documents within the 
department have grown out of this, and officials are here from DOE 
Mike Gaulden and Tara O'Toole are here from the department to visit 

with you.

I think, again, that would be a topic of 
the interagency working group.

Q Is there any evidence at this point that perhaps 
any prisoners of war or something --

I don't know the answer to that.

than suggested, stated“fiat out’-- Markey's report of a couple of 
years ago said flat out they were wronged?

MR. GEARAN: Congressman Markey's study is an important

But the history of this in terms of the White House is a 
good example of the kind of coordination between the department and 
the White House. The President reiterated that in South Carolina. 
The Secretary's comments in terms of compensation -- I think she 
spoke of personally — we can get you the exact quote of how she 
phrased it, but what we have said continually, what other White House 
officials have said is that, similar to what the Secretary said; 
indeed, if Americans have been — if we realize and figure out that 
they were wronged, that we would have to consider the kind of 
compensation and assistance that would be appropriate.

Q Is there any doubt at this point that some
Americans were wronged?

MR. GEARAN: I think, given where we are right now in

they’re writing letters to contractors, they’re doing the kinds of 
things to retrieve the information that you would have — it would  
premature for me to make that kind of judgment.

But haven't some of the studies suggested, or more



5

Q

GEARAN:MR.

Q How do you view the scope or t 
going to go out and take testimony from victims?

any

GEARAN:MR.

MR. GEARAN: We did not review that at the meeting. I 
think what we want to report to you today is that we're hard at work

Q Is there any consideration being given to other 
,n experimentation other than radiological? For example, 
rfare defense, chemical warfare, medical research

GEARAN:
will be one

Q Was this discussed tocay, mac you 
radiological experimentation into other forms of humanbeyond

on —

I think when we

I don't have

MORE

their 
have 
judgment on

experimentation?

MR. GEARAN:
department is going ■ 
your 1---

on the kind of 
That was i— -

at this and earnestly trying to get about the business of getting to 

the bottom of it.

MR. GEARAN: What was discussed today was that each 
r to pursue and report back on Monday, I think is

_j information that they're going to seek back from, 
not covered in this meeting today.

I'm just not clear whether you're saying, yes, 
-*  •  — 4- T.T2 C

MR. GEARAN: That was not covered at hhis meeting. I 
would thing it would be something that the principals at the meeting 

would want to consider.

Q Because it's such a high level group, will any of 
these meetings be open?

0 I'm just not clear whether you're saying, yes, you 
would examine, for example, biological weapons research that was done

He said possibly thousands.

 Yes. As I said, in 1986, the Markey
report, which only did the Department of Energy, as I understand it, 
had 695 suggested individuals. If you broaden this beyond that 
we're not able to give you that.

How do you view the scope of this group? Is it 
 2 * ’ ‘ n Is it going to have

public hearings? Where do you see it actually going?

MR. GEARAN: Well, the first step is the retrieval of 
this information and where we — to get the kind of scope of what's 
involved. And I don't know — feel free to jump in on how they're 
going to do that. Each agency has some initial thoughts of this. 
What we want to do is ensure that this retrieval is a coordinated 
activity so that the kinds of questions that are asked, so that the 
information that is sought by various individuals is consistent and 
that we get it back in a way that's most responsive.

You have to observe that each department and each agency 
has certain nuances that are different in terms of contractors, in 
terms of research, in terms of — the Veterans Administration, for 
instance, has 172 hospitals. How they retrieve that information is 
vastly different from the Department of Defense.

Q You don't view a public role for this interagency 
group at some point?

forms of human
biological warfare defense,

MR. GEARAN: I think the Department of Defense, that 
of the things they will have to — the charge is

this discussed today, that you might expand

MR. GEARAN: Each agency is going to
— it's going to be done agency by agency.  --

i how Defense is doing versus other agencies, 

that answer for you.

GEARAN:

another session by next week's time, we'll have some better
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We have beenOh,GEARAN:MR.

Q

MR.

support.

No.GEARAN:MR.

Q It's been a week, 10 days, two weex 
Secretary Aspin was tasked to get involved with this.

That's what

Was there any discussion of what the financialQ Was there any discussion ol 
liability to the government might be on this?

No.GEARAN:MR.

Q

ha?m tothe people who participated, or will you have to do those

studies now?

I don't know the exact — Tara, do you wantGEARAN:MR.
to 

MORE

Mark, on medical follow-up. 
to the Markey report, there was 
Department of Energy, r

’ * ’• , Apparently, according
.._j no medical follow-up from the 

Doesn't that make it difficult to determine

Q Did anybody come to this meeting with numbers of 
people who have been experimented on?

Q Was the White House notified by Secretary O'Leary 
before she came out with her remarks?

yes.

Before the compensation idea was floated?

__  GEARAN: I'm sorry. We have been in close contact. 
^.L, I think the December — Mike, correct me if I'm wrong on 
-- department announcement that the Secretary did on openness on

. Actually, some of the Department of 
some medical follow-up, although it wasMS. O'TOOLE: Yes.

Energy's subjects did receive c

Q So O'Leary was not speaking out of turn when she 
talked about compensation, is that correct?

MR. GEARAN: I think the President reiterated his 
support. We have — other senior officials in the White House have 
talked about compensation if Americans have been deemed to be wronged 
by this. And the President has commended the Secretary.

In fact
this • —------  --
December 7th — I think you'll find in the release a quote of the 
President in that commending the Secretary on her leadership on this. 
She has mentioned this from time to time. And Michael, you may want 
to give the specifics on this. I think how it popped in terms of 
newsworthiness was not then until the Albuquerque paper last Tuesday.

But the broader point — I mean, there's kind of a media 
sequence of some interest to journalism PhDs somewhere that in terms 
of our perspective, yes, we feel very much that the White House and 
department interchange on this has been appropriate and we feel fully 
informed.

It's been a week, 10 days, two weeks since
‘ . Did the

Pentagon"1 come to the table with anything today at all?

MR. GEARAN: Yes. They reported — Deputy Deutsch is 
charged with the leadership on this within the department. Rudy 
Deleon, the Chief of Staff to the Secretary, gave a report of what 
they're doing. I agree — two weeks. There has been a period of the 
holidays that have absented some key players from participation on 
this. I think on the first day back people have been brought in 
here. We will do so again next Monday for further detail on this. 
But it was sharing information about where people are at, what the 
charges are, forming the kind of infrastructure we need on an 
interagency — indeed, throughout the government basis. That's what 

went on today.
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SO,

What's your view of that?Q

Are you talking about a matter of months or a

Months.0'TOOLE:MS.

Mark, what was the President's involvement on this

He was briefed, of course, that thisMR.

Did he drop in?Q

Does there have to be physical harm to get

GEARAN:MR

Q Mark, you said no decision nas n 
seek any criminal charges against anybody in this.

been

'92 the Bush

Well, I think what I said earlier is thatGEARAN:MR.

(Laughter.)Q

What

MORE

Q
matter of years?

Q 
compensation?

Q
issue today?

I think you have to look at that 
___r  i would also add that the whole process of 

calling’in the records from radiation experiments^ subsequent^to World

I mean, it's going to take us some time to 
even to get them to a point where they

answer that 
judgment.

GEARAN:
meeting was happening.

are now --  -  
need in order to make those kind of informed judgments.

Mark, you said no decision has been made whether to 
cm cu -a Would it have 
illegal to have subjected someone to a radiation test without 

proper notification?

MS. O'TOOLE:
experiment by experiment.

War II is quite an ambitious and enormous undertaking, and it^s 
proving to be difficult. Z ‘ ---
get these records together,
can be reviewed.

MR. GEARAN: I think it is premature at this point. We 
at the stage of trying to get the kind of information that we

Wind up the pitch.

MR. GEARAN: Thank you very much — is I think two 
administrations have failed to answer some very troubling questions 
that were originally outlined in Congressman Markey's rePort- what 
we are committed to is to getting to the bottom of the information 
and stepping up to the plate. I think it's reflective of the kind of

fairly unorganized and haphazard. And I think one of the questions 
that needs to be determined, and that the Markey asked be posed and 
answered, is should further medical follow-up be conducted and, if 

what form would that take?

MR. GEARAN: He was not able to drop in. He was 
participating in his briefings on NATO. Phil Lader, the Deputy Chief 
of Staff, conducted the meeting. He was briefed on it this morning 
at his regular meeting by Phil that this was happening, and I suspect 
there will be a follow-up with him afterwards.

MR. GEARAN: I'm embarrassed, as a lawyer, I can't 
. I'm not the appropriate person to make that kind of 

 i think those are the kind of issues that we need to make 
a reasonable judgment on and some decisions.

q Last week, Hazel O'Leary said that in the summer of 
administration definitely knew about this stuff, and 

they could have declassified the documents then and they chose not 
to. Doesn't this administration find that rather upsetting, to put 

it mildly?
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Q Did you get any specifics out or me va.'
14 hospitals licensed to conduct nuclear medicine research.

Q Do we know for sure how many agencies or 
departments were actually conducting these kinds of experiments? Are

No.GEARAN:MR.

Q

MR.

Is there some suggestion

0’TOOLE:

MORE

. We're,
What else are we pretty clear

here, but a 
begin 1-- --

openness that the President has suggested from the campaign and into 
his administration.

we even certain about that?

MR. GEARAN: Well, I think what I would like to say is, 
to echo what Secretary O’Leary has already said, and that is -- and 
others that have spoken to this — and that is, it's pretty simple; 
If we determine through this process that we're embarking upon that 
American people were wronged as a result of this government-sponsored 
experimentation, that we would have to consider the kind of 
assistance and compensation that would be appropriate. A key part of 
this is obviously the Congress. That's indeed what the Secretary 
said. And I don't think that's separate from what Congressman Markey 
is suggesting — that we'd want to work very closely with the 
Congress on how that's best done.

Q Did you get any specifics out of the VA? They had 
14 hospitals licensed to conduct nuclear medicine research. Are you 
certain that all 14 in fact conducted that research?

MR. GEARAN: I think they did not report on that, 
specifically. They're starting that and, again, conducting — that's 
an example of the kind of decentralized information that they need to 
really — as reported at our meeting, they will take the time to do 
that kind of survey.

What are we certain of?

GEARAN: What we are certain of is that the
administration is committed to ensuring that all or any department 
that would have some nexus or responsibility here —

Q No, I mean, we're certain that the DOE did.
I think, pretty clear that DOD did. . "^7
on?

Q Could you just clarify one thing? Congressman 
Markey seemed to be a little stronger in saying that you were fully 
committed to supporting the legislative package with compensation for 
people who it was determined were harmed. All you said was that you 
would be willing to consider it, that you would support considering 
it.

MR. GEARAN: Well, that's what we're determining. I 
mean, I told you who was there today, the departments.. We tried to 
make sure that people were there at the table. It varied 
considerably in terms of the kind of information that — obviously, 
DOE is out front on this in terms of the information they already 
have. Others are just beginning that process, as a result of DOE s 
start on this, like DOD and Veterans Affairs.

So I think by next week — I hate to keep deferring you 
here, but a lot of that information is still forthcoming as they then 
begin the kind of contact with researchers or contractors. I mean, 
it's a labyrinth of information.

Q Why is NASA involved?
known of NASA's involvement?

MS. O'TOOLE: NASA was interested in the effects of 
radiation as they pertain to space exploration.
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MS.

Is there somebody who can elaborate on it?Q

MR.

I don't know the answer.GEARAN:MR.

That process really only got underway in

O'TOOLE:

Q So one week from today tms gro 
three weeks the Cabinet level group will meet?

That's correct.GEARAN:MR.

Are they going to meet on a weekly or regularQ
basis?

MR.

Q

GEARAN:

Q 
have happened in the

Michael, the time line on this? 
the time line, r

in

The
Do you want

MS
agencies were <

Q
mentioned before
do so?

MR.
Secretary's comments on compensation 
to just go through the time line?

Q And do we know of human experimentation that they 
did in that regard?

I want to confirm something. Hazel O'Leary 
she talked about compensation that she was going to

Except there was some thought that some of it might 
'70s as well.

MS. O'TOOLE: We know that NASA sponsored radiation 
research. We do not know that NASA's experiments were improper or 
wrong. And I think that's the case with many of the other federal 
agencies. A number of federal agencies have sponsored research into 
radiation. It is not clear that those investigations were improper 
or ethically questionable, and that's what we're trying to determine.

Q Were the NASA investigations mentioned in the 
Markey report, or is this new information?

O'TOOLE: I don't know the answer to that.

MS. O'TOOLE: '
the 1970s, so it wouldn't have been pertinent to these earlier 

experiments.

__  GEARAN: Well, the administrator, Dan Goldin — 
there's a statement that he'll be issuing from his office which, as 
Tara mentioned, suggests that the department informed him that during 
the '60s and '70s, NASA was involved in sponsorship or cosponsorship 
of some human experiments to determine the effects of radiation. "I 
personally consider this issue to be of paramount concern and will 
ensure that any involvement by NASA is fully disclosed to the 
American public." Then he outlines three steps that — two steps 
that he has taken in terms of how it's going tobe — who is 
responsible for overseeing the internal activities, the team that's 
being led for a detailed search of the records at NASA involving 
human experiments involving radiation. And that's where it lies.

Q Have any of the subjects gone through the
Institutional Review Board process?

3. O'TOOLE: And it is our expectation that federal 
complying with the IRB recommendations after that time.

So one week from today this group meets again, and

GEARAN: I think the intent is — Christine Varney
works pretty hard — I think the intent is this is a very high level 
at the White House. It is taken very seriously. And I think there 
will be no short of energy that is going to be committed to this. I 
would suspect it would be a near-weekly prospect for this working 
group, and then the principals —

Who will be chairing the working group?
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This is Michael Gaulden.

GAULDEN:

Q Well, did she tell the President 
talk about compensation before she talked about it?
the question.

GAULDEN:

MR. GEARAN:

GEARAN:MR.

There have been previous compensation.0'TOOLE:MS.

For other kinds of things.GEARAN:MR.

But not for his radiation?Q

Not for human experimentation?Q

MR. GAULDEN:

THE PRESS:

6:16 P.M. ESTEND

Q
anybody thus far for any of this stuff?

I'm sorry?

MR. GAULDEN: All of these issues have been discussed 
for as much as two months before the December press conference. I 
can't tell you if they face to face spoken about that. But all these 
issues have been discussed between the Department of Energy and the 
White House for at least two months prior to December 7th.

MR. GAULDEN: She was first asked about that on December 
7th. When she talked about it, she talked about it to other 
reporters between the 7th and last Tuesday. Last Tuesday on a CNN 
program she was asked again about it and she basically said what she 
had said before, which is that if we determine that people have been 
wronged, then we need to consider what would be appropriate 
compensation.

I'm am not sure exactly why that at that point it had 
attracted the press's attention where previously it had not.

Q Well, did she tell the President she was going to 
+-a i rnrrnpr,sati on before she talked about it? I think that was

MR. GAULDEN: Well, you recall the tests in the South 
Pacific in which some of the — and we talked — natives received 
some fallout. And there was an assistance and compensation that 
followed that at that time. That's an analogy. It's not an exact 
analogy, but there is precedent.

Thank you.

Q The question is at what time did the White House 
become aware of it?

I think the net effect is that the White 
House position is as I stated before on compensation. In terms of 
the department's role with the White House, we feel that that has 
been a very good and mutually rewarding briefing situation. I don't 
think there's a lapse there. And I don't see any reason to

Is there any evidence the government's compensated
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The written responses that he received from the
Two

And we intend

The meeting was called, obviously, after reports and the 
activity and the actions of our Secretary of Energy O'Leary to follow 
up ultimately to a report first issued in 1986 by Congressman Ed 
Markey of Massachusetts, who posed three questions to the Department 
of Energy at that time in terms of some of the research and the work 
that they did in his subcommittee work: Number one, what was the 
extent of experimentation; number two, what was the medical follow­
up to this experimentation; and third, what compensation might be 
appropriate.

Fundamentally, the White House has established an 
interagency working group that will deal with this. The officials 
that will be comprised of this — the principals, that is, are the 
following members of the Cabinet: Secretary of Energy O'Leary; 
Secretary Shalala; Secretary Aspin; Attorney General Reno; Secretary 
Jesse Brown; OMB Director Panetta; and the NASA Administrator Dan 
Goldin in addition to the senior White House staff that will be 
participating in it.

There are several things that came out of the meeting in 
terms of where we go from here. I would have to tell you, this is 
the first step, this is the first meeting in terms of an interagency 
group that we have had. I suspect there will be many more. Already 
we have — I'll go through — there have been different committees 
and subgroups suggested and recommended. A meeting of this
particular group is planned for next week as well. So there's a
great deal yet to be done, but I think, on balance, this was a very
good start to a very complex and important issue.

1
/■ 

/

officials at that time seemed to be, to us, inadequate, 
administrations have failed to answer these questions, 
to step up to the plate and to do our very best to get to the bottom 
of the facts at hand and to get as much information as we possibly 
can about these issues.

MR. GEARAN: We've just concluded what I think was a 
very good and productive meeting. It was convened here in the White 
House with various departments and agencies of the government, as 
well as senior staff and senior White House staff here. Assistant 
Secretaries and senior staff of several of the departments came here 
at the invitation of the White House to discuss this issue of 
radiation that's been raised in recent weeks. We met for more than 
an hour over in the Old Executive Office Building.

Let me go through a bit about some of the other 
subgroups that were established to give you a sense of the scope of 
the'administration activity. Number one, a group was put together by 
our Cabinet secretary, Christine Varney, on the outreach that's going 
on in the agencies. Various departments reported at the meeting 
about what the status is of their information retrieval and their 
ongoing activities. The 800 numbers that Secretary O'Leary had 
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I would

MORE

I think, though, in summation, what you have is, the 
President, who urged certainly in the campaign and through an 
executive order, opened this in government to get information out, to 
have the kind of government that is open and responsive to the people 
that sent us here. Secretary O'Leary has followed up with tremendous 
distinction and with the full support of the President, as he 
remarked upon when he was in South Carolina. We have other members 
of the Cabinet now that are earnestly trying to retrieve the same 
kind of information within their jurisdictions.

Q Can you determine through any of the material that 
you've received why these people were not informed, why it was 
conducted in such a heinous way — that the experimentation on the 
children, allegedly, and pregnant women, and who else — was thee any 
reason given for the total secrecy?

Thirdly, in addition to those retrieval efforts, there 
will be an important congressional piece to this. As I mentioned, 
Congressman Markey has really been in the forefront of this, and 
others as well. We want to work with the Congress as we begin to 
keep them informed and apprised and to seek their counsel on our 
activities. And finally then, the various legal counsels in all of 
the departments will be coordinated in a legal committee.

Secondly, one of the principal activities of this 
interagency group is to coordinate the retrieval of information which 
is on all of the government-sponsored radiation on humans that were 
conducted since the '40s. This will be done on an agency-by-agency 
basis. Each agency will look at, and have already begun to start 
that process in many instances, of retrieving the kind of information 
so that all that can be retrieved into, so we can then assess where 
we go from there.

MR. GEARAN: Well, as the Secretary has said previously 
— and the President certainly has supported that — if it is 
determined that the American people were wronged, we would have to 
consider what appropriate compensation and assistance would be. We 
would work with the Congress on that and consult with them on what 
that would be.

time line. 
this first came to the fore, and we have convened this meeting the 
first day back here. 1 
information so it's done very quickly and rapidly.

So that is a quick readout. As I said, each agency gave 
a report of where they stand, where they're going from here, 
have to tell you right at the outset this is the first — it's 
preliminary. A lot of the questions you might have may go unanswered 
at this point. There are some questions that are premature in terms 
of what information we have, what we don't have.

Q How long is it going to take you to try to gather 
all this? And when will you have an idea of how much this 
administration would be willing to spend on compensation?

spoken of are replicated in some of the other agencies. We want to 
coordinate that so that there would be consistent information 
retrieved, frequently from callers into the lines, and that 
information would- indeed be shared across agencies.

MR. GEARAN: No, there's not a real reason that I can 
give to you. There are some instances where some consent was 
apparently given — asked for and given. How specific that was and 
how detailed that was is an open question at this point. That's the 
kind of thing that this whole retrieval initiative that we're 
starting will seek to determine.

The time line, I wish I could give you a very speedy
We are working with all deliberate speed on this since 

. .. . ..-------- j — -1-'- ?

Now we're trying to decentralize the kind of 
I think by next 
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And if so, why

MR.

MR.

Are you willing to pursue that if there's —Q

MORE

week's time we might have preliminary reports along the way, now
that, for instance, the Department of Defense or HHS and the Attorney 
General — all the kind of Cabinet members are going back to their 
departments to seek the kind of information they need.

Q Does the presence of the Attorney General in this 
indicate that you're looking at a possible criminal liability?

, She's a principal on the committee, as I 
They are looking at the whole range of legal issues that 

I think it's premature at this point to determine 
where we go from here.

MR. GEARAN: No, I think you should interpret that the 
presence of the National Security Council will ensure that this 
government is committed to the kind of openness that I think you've 
seen in the past few weeks.

Q So we shouldn't interpret from what's happened that 
the CIA gets a pass on some of this because it's a black agency?

MR. GEARAN: I don't mean to be vague. I think my point 
is in terms of today's meeting and today's participation. And I was 
at the meeting as well with the Congressman — that the National 
Security Council — it's deemed appropriate that Christine has been 
in touch with to ensure their participation at today's meeting. They 
will now be — a lot of what's going on obviously is we have to now 
go back to the various departments and agencies. They're putting 
together the kind of protocol that would be required to seek and 
retrieve the information we need in order to make some best 
judgments.

Q Will the CIA be a part of this? 
wasn't CIA here today?

Q Congressman Markey, on that point, has said he has 
been assured by the White House in meetings with Phil Lader and 
Christine Varney that the CIA's cooperation will be sought on this.

Q Will the CIA be involved in full disclosure if it's 
determined, as it was in the '75 study, that they indeed were 
sponsors of human radiation experiments?

GEARAN: Well, the National Security Council was at
the meeting today, and they will be working with the CIA, should that 
be appropriate.

MR. GEARAN: Well, I think there's a whole range of 
legal issues that are involved, obviously, and the Attorney General 
will be a key player. She's a principal on the committee, as I 
mentioned. '
are involved.

MR. GEARAN: At this point, I think we're — what's most 
accurate now for me to relate to you certainly is we're at the stage 
now where it would be premature to say what kind of actions, what the 
end game necessarily is. What I think I can report to you on is the 
kind of openness that you've seen, that we're committed to getting to 
the bottom of it, to getting the kind of information, and then to 
make the best and most reasonable, informed judgment on where we 
proceed from there.

Q I realize the nature focus is on Americans, but if 
there is any evidence that foreigners were victimized in this way, 
can they get compensation such as in the Agent Orange situation?

GEARAN: I think we have to determine what kind of
involvement that is. That's why we had the National Security Council 
there. And the next step in terms of the CIA — we'd have to see how 
that proceeds.
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MR. GEARAN:

Q

I don't know the answer to that. Not thatMR. GEARAN:
I'm aware of.

Nothing was followed up on.MR. GEARAN:

Nothing was done?Nothing at all?Q

Not that any of us are aware of.MR. GEARAN:

Was Secretary O'Leary acting on her own when she

No.

GEARAN:MR.
one, one we take very seriously. But in terms of exact kind of 
judgment calls, I think we find the information to date is very
troubling and the Secretary has been quite clear on this.

Did she get the President's permission —Q

— get a handle of whether there are hundreds or

MORE

Q 
previous administrations?
said it was inadequate.

Q ■ ,
thousands of victims that you're talking about right now?

I think, again, that would be a topic of 
the interagency working group.

Is there any evidence at this point that perhaps 
any prisoners of war or something —

Q .  
suggested the compensation? Is there any concern about this turning 
into a multibillion-dollar —

Q Is there any doubt at this point that some 
Americans were wronged?

But the history of this in terms of the White House is a 
good example of the kind of coordination between the department and 
the White House. The President reiterated that in South Carolina. 
The Secretary's comments in terms of compensation — I think she 
spoke of personally — we can get you the exact quote of how she 
phrased it, but what we have said continually, what other White House 
officials have said is that, similar to what the Secretary said; 
indeed, if Americans have been — if we realize and figure out that 
they were wronged, that we would have to consider the kind of 
compensation and assistance that would be appropriate.

MR. GEARAN: I think, given where we are right now in 
terms of putting together this group — departments are going back, 
they're writing letters to contractors, they're doing the kinds of 
things to retrieve the information that you would have — it would be 
premature for me to make that kind of judgment.

MR. GEARAN: No. I think, if anything, I would like to 
make it quite clear that the Secretary has been in very close contact 
with the White House. A lot of her efforts on documents within the 
department have grown out of this, and officials are here from DOE — 
Mike Gaulden and Tara O'Toole are here from the department to visit 
with you.

MR. GEARAN: We don't have any best judgment on that. I 
think the Congressman's report had 695. But I —

What was inadequate about previous response, the 
I mean, where did they fall short? You

Q But haven't some of the studies suggested, or more 
than suggested, stated flat out — Markey's report of a couple of 
years ago said flat out they were wronged?

Congressman Markey's study is an important
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He said possibly thousands.Q

Is it

Because it's such a high level group, will any of

MR. GEARAN:

MORE

Q 
these meetings be open?

judgment on how Defense is doing versus other agencies, 
that answer for you.

You have to observe that each department and each agency 
has certain nuances that are different in terms of contractors, in 
terms of research, in terms of — the Veterans Administration, for 
instance, has 172 hospitals. How they retrieve that information is 
vastly different from the Department of Defense.

Q Is there any consideration being given to other 
forms of human experimentation other than radiological? For example, 
biological warfare defense, chemical warfare, medical research —

Q Was this discussed today, that you might expand 
beyond radiological experimentation into other forms of human 
experimentation?

We did not review that at the meeting. I 
think what we want to report to you today is that we're hard at work 
at this and earnestly trying to get about the business of getting to 
the bottom of it.

MR. GEARAN: I think the Department of Defense, that 
will be one of the things they will have to — the charge is —

Q How do you view the scope of this group? 
going to go out and take testimony from victims? Is it going to have 
any public hearings? Where do you see it actually going?

MR. GEARAN: Well, the first step is the retrieval of 
this information and where we — to get the kind of scope of what's 
involved. And I don't know — feel free to jump in on how they're 
going to do that. Each agency has some initial thoughts of this. 
What we want to do is ensure that this retrieval is a coordinated 
activity so that the kinds of questions that are asked, so that the 
information that is sought by various individuals is consistent and 
that we get it back in a way that's most responsive.

MR. GEARAN: What was discussed today was that each 
department is going to pursue and report back on Monday, I think is 
your next session of this interagency group. The principals will 
have a meeting in three weeks or so time where there will be reports 
on the kind of information that they're going to seek back from. 
That was not covered in this meeting today.

Q You don't view a public role for this interagency 
group at some point?

MR. GEARAN: That was not covered at this meeting. I 
would thing it would be something that the principals at the meeting 
would want to consider.

Q I'm just not clear whether you're saying, yes, you 
would examine, for example, biological weapons research that was done 
on —

MR. GEARAN: Yes. As I said, in 1986, the Markey 
report, which only did the Department of Energy, as I understand it, 
had 695 suggested individuals. If you broaden this beyond that — 
we're not able to give you that.

MR. GEARAN: Each agency is going to be charged with 
their — it's going to be done agency by agency. I think when we 
have another session by next week's time, we'll have some better 
iidoinont on how Defense is doincr versus other agencies. I don't have
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Q

We have beenMR. GEARAN:

Before the compensation idea was floated?Q

MR.

MR. GEARAN: No.

That's what

Q

GEARAN: No.MR.

Mark, on medical follow-up.

I don't know the exact — Tara, do you wantGEARAN:MR.
to

MORE

Was the White House notified by Secretary O'Leary 
before she came out with her remarks?

Department of Energy. Doesn't that make it difficult to determine 
harm to the people who participated, or will you have to do those 
studies now?

But the broader point — I mean, there's kind of a media 
sequence of some interest to journalism PhDs somewhere that in terms 
of our perspective, yes, we feel very much that the White House and 
department interchange on this has been appropriate and we feel fully 
informed.

Was there any discussion of what the financial 
liability to the government might be on this?

Q Mark, on medical follow-up. Apparently, according 
to the Markey report, there was no medical follow-up from the 
Department of Energy. Doesn't that make it difficult to determine 

MS. O'TOOLE: Yes. Actually, some of the Department of
Energy's subjects did receive some medical follow-up, although it was 

Q Did anybody come to this meeting with numbers of 
people who have been experimented on?

Q So 0'Leary was not speaking out of turn when she 
talked about compensation, is that correct?

MR. GEARAN: Yes. They reported — Deputy Deutsch is 
charged with the leadership on this within the department. Rudy 
Deleon, the Chief of Staff to the Secretary, gave a report of what 
they're doing. I agree — two weeks. There has been a period of the 
holidays that have absented some key players from participation on 
this.
here.

Q It's been a week, 10 days, two weeks since 
Secretary Aspin was tasked to get involved with this. Did the 
Pentagon come to the table with anything today at all?

GEARAN: I'm sorry. We have been in close contact.
In fact, I think the December — Mike, correct me if I'm wrong on 
this — department announcement that the Secretary did on openness on 
December 7th — I think you'll find in the release a quote of the 
President in that commending the Secretary on her leadership on this. 
She has mentioned this from time to time. And Michael, you may want 
to give the specifics on this. I think how it popped in terms of 
newsworthiness was not then until the Albuquerque paper last Tuesday.

Oh, yes.

I think on the first day back people have been brought in 
We will do so again next Monday for further detail on this. 

But it was sharing information about where people are at, what the 
charges are, forming the kind of infrastructure we need on an 
interagency — indeed, throughout the government basis. ..1.
went on today.

MR. GEARAN: I think the President reiterated his 
support. We have — other senior officials in the White House have 
talked about compensation if Americans have been deemed to be wronged 
by this. And the President has commended the Secretary.
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What's your view of that?Q

Are you talking about a matter of months or a 

Months.O'TOOLE:MS.

Mark, what was the President's involvement on this

MR.

Did he drop in?Q

Does there have to be physical harm to get

MR. GEARAN:

to.

Well, I think what I said earlier is thatGEARAN:MR.

Wind up the pitch. (Laughter.)Q

Thank you very much — is I think twoMR.

MORE

Q
matter of years?

Q 
compensation?

Q
issue today?

answer that, 
j udgment.

that were originally outlined in Congressman Markey's report. What 
we are committed to is to getting to the bottom of the information 
and stepping up to the plate. L ----

GEARAN:
meeting was happening.

__  GEARAN: Thank you very much — is I think two 
administrations have failed to answer some very troubling questions 
that were originally outlined in Congressman Markey's report. What

I"think it's reflective of the kind of

fairly unorganized and haphazard. And I think one of the questions 
that needs to be determined, and that the Markey asked be posed and 
answered, is should further medical follow-up be conducted and, if 
so, what form would that take?

He was briefed, of course, that this

MS. O'TOOLE: 
experiment by experiment.

I think you have to look at that
I would also add that the whole process of 

calling in the records from radiation experiments subsequent to World 
War II is quite an ambitious and enormous undertaking, and it's 
proving to be difficult. I mean, it's going to take us some time to 
get these records together, even to get them to a point where they 
can be reviewed.

MR. GEARAN: He was not able to drop in. He was 
participating in his briefings on NATO. Phil Lader, the Deputy Chief 
of Staff, conducted the meeting. He was briefed on it this morning 
at his regular meeting by Phil that this was happening, and I suspect 
there will be a follow-up with him afterwards.

MR. GEARAN: I'm embarrassed, as a lawyer, I can't 
I'm not the appropriate person to make that kind of 

J. . I think those are the kind of issues that we need to make
a reasonable judgment on and some decisions.

Q Last week, Hazel O'Leary said that in the summer of 
•92 the Bush administration definitely knew about this stuff, and 
they could have declassified the documents then and they chose not 

Doesn't this administration find that rather upsetting, to put 
it mildly?

I think it is premature at this point. We 
are now at the stage of trying to get the kind of information that we 
need in order to make those kind of informed judgments.

Q Mark, you said no decision has been made whether to 
seek any criminal charges against anybody in this. Would it have 
been illegal to have subjected someone to a radiation test without 
proper notification?
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it.

Q

Are

No.MR. GEARAN:

What are we certain of?Q

MR. GEARAN:

NO,

Is there some suggestion

MORE

openness that the President has suggested from the campaign and into 
his administration.

What we are certain of is that the 
administration is committed to ensuring that all or any department 
that would have some nexus or responsibility here —

Q Could you just clarify one thing? Congressman 
Markey seemed to be a little stronger in saying that you were fully 
committed to supporting the legislative package with compensation for 
people who it was determined were harmed. All you said was that you 
would be willing to consider it, that you would support considering

Q Do we know for sure how many agencies or 
departments were actually conducting these kinds of experiments? 
we even certain about that?

Did you get any specifics out of the VA? They had 
14 hospitals licensed to conduct nuclear medicine research. Are you 
certain that all 14 in fact conducted that research?

Q Why is NASA involved? 
known of NASA's involvement?

MR. GEARAN: Well, I think what I would like to say is, 
to echo what Secretary O'Leary has already said, and that is — and 
others that have spoken to this — and that is, it's pretty simple; 
If we determine through this process that we're embarking upon that 
American people were wronged as a result of this government-sponsored 
experimentation, that we would have to consider the kind of 
assistance and compensation that would be appropriate. A key part of 
this is obviously the Congress. That's indeed what the Secretary
said. And I don't think that's separate from what Congressman Markey 
is suggesting — that we'd want to work very closely with the 
Congress on how that's best done.

Q No, I mean, we're certain that the DOE did. We're,
I think, pretty clear that DOD did. What else are we pretty clear 
on?

MR. GEARAN: I think they did not report on that, 
specifically. They're starting that and, again, conducting — that's 
an example of the kind of decentralized information that they need to 
really — as reported at our meeting, they will take the time to do 
that kind of survey.

MR. GEARAN: Well, that's what we're determining. I
mean, I told you who was there today, the departments. We tried to 
make sure that people were there at the table. It varied 
considerably in terms of the kind of information that — obviously, 
DOE is out front on this in terms of the information they already 
have. Others are just beginning that process, as a result of DOE's 
start on this, like DOD and Veterans Affairs.

MS. O'TOOLE: NASA was interested in the effects of 
radiation as they pertain to space exploration.

So I think by next week — I hate to keep deferring you 
here, but a lot of that information is still forthcoming as they then 
begin the kind of contact with researchers or contractors. I mean, 
it's a labyrinth of information.
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O'TOOLE: I don't know the answer to that.MS.

Is there somebody who can elaborate on it?Q

MR.

I don't know the answer.GEARAN:MR.

0'TOOLE:

Except there was some thought that some of it might

MS. O'TOOLE:

That's correct.MR. GEARAN:

Are they going to meet on a weekly or regularQ
basis?

MR.

Q

Q
have happened in the '70s as well.

And it is our expectation that federal 
agencies were complying with the IRB recommendations after that time.

Q Were the NASA investigations mentioned in the 
Markey report, or is this new information?

Q And do we know of human experimentation that they 
did in that regard?

Q Have any of the subjects gone through the 
Institutional Review Board process?

Q So one week from today this group meets again, and 
in three weeks the Cabinet level group will meet?

Q I want to confirm something. Hazel O'Leary 
mentioned before she talked about compensation that she was going to 

do so?

MS. O'TOOLE: We know that NASA sponsored radiation 
research. We do not know that NASA's experiments were improper or 
wrong. And I think that's the case with many of the other federal 
agencies. A number of federal agencies have sponsored research into 
radiation. It is not clear that those investigations were improper 
or ethically questionable, and that's what we're trying to determine.

Michael, the time line on this? The
Do you want

GEARAN: Well, the administrator, Dan Goldin —
there's a statement that he'll be issuing from his office which, as 
Tara mentioned, suggests that the department informed him that during 
the '60s and '70s, NASA was involved in sponsorship or cosponsorship 
of some human experiments to determine the effects of radiation. "I 
personally consider this issue to be of paramount concern and will 
ensure that any involvement by NASA is fully disclosed to the 
American public." Then he outlines three steps that — two steps 
that he has taken in terms of how it's going to be — who is 
responsible for overseeing the internal activities, the team that's 
being led for a detailed search of the records at NASA involving 
human experiments involving radiation. And that's where it lies.

MS. O'TOOLE: That process really only got underway in 
the 1970s, so it wouldn't have been pertinent to these earlier 
experiments.

MR. GEARAN:
Secretary's comments on compensation — the time line, 
to just go through the time line?

GEARAN: I think the intent is — Christine Varney
works pretty hard — I think the intent is this is a very high level 
at the White House. It is taken very seriously. And I think there 
will be no short of energy that is going to be committed to this. I 
would suspect it would be a near-weekly prospect for this working 
group, and then the principals —

Who will be chairing the working group?
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This is Michael Gaulden.

GAULDEN:

GEARAN:

Is there any evidence the government's compensated

I'm sorry?GEARAN:MR.

There have been previous compensation.MS. O'TOOLE:

For other kinds of things.MR. GEARAN:

But not for his radiation?Q

Not for human experimentation?Q

GAULDEN:

Thank you.THE PRESS:

6:16 P.M. ESTEND

Q
anybody thus far for any of this stuff?

I'm am not sure exactly why that at that point it had 
attracted the press's attention where previously it had not.

Q
talk about compensation before she talked about it? 
the question.

Well, did she tell the President she was going to
I think that was

MR. GEARAN: I think the net effect is that the White 
House position is as I stated before on compensation. In terms of 
the department's role with the White House, we feel that that has 
been a very good and mutually rewarding briefing situation. I don't 
think there's a lapse there. And I don't see any reason to —

MR. GAULDEN: All of these issues have been discussed 
for as much as two months before the December press conference. I 
can't tell you if they face to face spoken about that. But all these 
issues have been discussed between the Department of Energy and the 
White House for at least two months prior to December 7th.

MR. GAULDEN: Well, you recall the tests in the South 
Pacific in which some of the — and we talked — natives received 
some fallout. And there was an assistance and compensation that 
followed that at that time. That's an analogy. It's not an exact 
analogy, but there is precedent.

Q The question is at what time did the White House 
become aware of it?

MR. GAULDEN: She was first asked about that on December 
7th. When she talked about it, she talked about it to other 
reporters between the 7th and last Tuesday. Last Tuesday on a CNN 
program she was asked again about it and she basically said what she 
had said before, which is that if we determine that people have been 
wronged, then we need to consider what would be appropriate 
compensation.
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Experiments on Humans

I

sons between this work and that done by Nazi 

6

doctors in concentration camps.4n World War IL
Energy Secretary Hazel Q'T-^ary has provided

lead to lawsuits, she says simply: “Those people who 
were wronged need to be compensated," Her assur­
ances provide reason to hope that there will be an 
honorable and just resolution of this terrible wrong.

welcome leadership on this matter? She has been 

forthright in revealing information, determined in 
her pledge to find all the victims and open in her 
acceptance of the government’s responsibility. Un­
deterred by the possibility that the revelations might

T IS HARD to imagine that at one time the 
U.S. government conducted and paid for po­
tentially harmful experiments on human be­

ings without providing the subjects any information 
about the nature of the tests or the side effects that 
might follow. But information recently revealed by 
the government and the media makes that case. 
The new disclosures go well beyond some earlier 
revealed scandals along these-tines in the intelli­
gence services; a few lawsuits led to the payment 
of compensation to victims. Those cases were 
thought to be aberrations—shameful and destruc­
tive acts but isolated ones. Now it appears that in 
the early years of the atomic age, the government 
sponsored experiments involving at least 800 indi­
viduals in an effort to determine radiation tolerance 

levels in human beings.
The Boston Globe has reported that, for exam-, 

pie, government researchers at Harvard and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology fed radio­
active food to at least 40 mentally handicapped 
teenagers. The Albuquerque Tribune reported 
that in other studies 18 patients were injected 
with plutonium and seven newborn boys were 
injected with radioactive iodine. The government 
has also disclosed that 204 nuclear tests were 

Hamiltork_an expert on radiation who worked for 
the U3. Atomic-Energy-Commission, expressed his 
concern at the time and even warned of compari-

conducted in Nevada during the *40s and the *50s 
that exposed people to radiation.

Some medical experts believe no harm was done 
to the subjects of these experiments. That would 

be wonderful if true, but since the individuals are 
stiH being traced, it’s too soon to know. Other 
defenders of the policy point out that there were no 
informed-consent laws on the books until recently, 
so it is possible that no law was broken. But 
medical ethics and legal obligations are two differ­
ent things. In this connection, it is particularly 
relevant, that at least one scientist, Dr. Joseph 

Clrcalatloa SZ4,2S2
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MIT official tells more of 
radiation exi>eriinentSat Fernald 

By Scott AILen 
CLOlr. STAFF 

Offldili at Ille Mu.sa.ch�t.t.s In­
stitute o! Technology said yestud.1.y 

•that ndiMlion experiments on men­
t.lly retarded ruldent.s of the Fe.r­
ruud Suu Scllool in Waltham eontin­
ueJ intc the l�s. but Ule CQU.n:h-

'fr 

To share 

. Information· 
about tests 

Tht US Otc,artrntnt of Ent� 
wants to Mat from OIOPff who 

think dltrm¥Y. f\lyt bttn 
lnvoMd in ftdtrally IUP� 

lldlation c,q)fflmtfftS:, 
Anyone with inf0ffllltion ·. 

lbolA ,nedlc.ll Of acitnlifte · 
aiperimerits on llum1n1 

II llf1ed UI call 
l�fJ.2ttl.

TN pllOM will � 1nswtrtd fft>ln 
1:30 l,ffl. IQ _,:JO p.m. 
Monday� F'�llay. 

------··-· 

ers 1doptt'd rales in tht last yean of

the pros:,�un that 5tricU:,, limited ex­
posure and requil'ed that test su� 
jects be adult3. 

Frank M.we, director or r:idi• 
at.ion prot«tion :it MIT. �lsn con­
firmed a 1956 experiment in which 
childr!n at Ult FerTU&ld school 1l·ere 
injected with minute amounts or ra­
dioactive c:2kium. At lea.st �1 teen· 
age boys :1t the school in&esled rarli• 
alion in a series of tests to Sff how 
the body a�rbs minerals. 

But Mii:,;e bl.1med Fernald 
school official� for some consent 
!nnns sent hn1ne Lo p.1rents or
eu� of the children that m.:.de
no m,ntion of r.iciio:u:tivity. The con•
�nl !onns v.·ere sen\ home by Fer­
nald's !'l.lpttintendenl. Malcnlin Fai·•
relL

Ma.see said MIT official� in the 
19-t0, and 1950s were very proud of 
their work with radioactive isot.ope!I 
and would have had no reason to 
hide it. "'This 'A'U a hup new tool 
Thert wu no rur. Today's !cu or · 
ndiDlion was not prcaent. You 
wouldn't think of buyini a p:i.ir ol

shoes without X-riyinsr your �." 
said Masse.

MIT w� deeply involved in ap­
pl}ing r:i.clioactive m�tezials to new 
fields al\.er World War II, lncJucilnr 
the !alltd erfort to build • nuclear­
powered a.i:l>lane. The head of MI'r, 
nriioacti\1l)' group, Robley EvaM, 
1uved on a pa.ntl that pushed uruuc­
ccssfully <or hirhly toxic experi­
ments on 10ldiers t.o 1ee how much 
ndiation lhey could withstand while 
nying lhe :atomic airplane. 

The 1t&t.e Department of Mental 
Retardation iJ invntiptinr the rad!·_ 
-· ---· -- -

'This was a huge 
new tool There 

was no rear. 
Today's (ear of 

radiation was not 
presenl' 

FRANK MA.SSE · 
MI r rwuatian P"O(.c(t io" di" ct c, · 

lltion experiments tlut took plict at 
the fernalci school anci po.s..�ihly oth­
er autt uutitution.s. AJ10 yesl.trday, 
US Energy Secretar\' Hatt!l 
o·Lea.ry agr�d to acnd • swr mem­
ber t.o help invesugatt the Fe1'T\olld
experiment.a.

Ma.sa Sllid MtTs u.se or f ern&ld 
reairlent.s tor research continued 
yean later Ulan the 1956 date th•t 
has previoualy beien reported. He 
laid tat.I or Fernald Nlidtnta' thy­
roid r{ands continued into Ille 1960s. 
requirin� them t.o drink a solution 
cont.sinini ndioactive inn!ne. But, 
'1nli.ke lhe 1946 to 1956 experiments 
using ndioactive iron and calcium. 

.... -- - ·- - -·-.. ··-----
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the thyroid wt.a � rtViewed by 
l&1\ ou�de panel before the u�i• 
me,,t bepn. 

MIi.SM, who wu a member of the 
(latlcl �t reviewed tht th)'T'Oid tx· 
perimet1tl, uid all test 1Ubjects had 
to � at leul 20 yuir,. nld 111d >u.d to 
h.avt a demonatnted 'PT"Oblem with 
thyroid t\lncUon. And no test suhjed 
could be exposed to more thnn 30 
rems or radiation - 100 tima the an­
nu:il ndl2tion people get Crom back· 
cround SO\J'TttS. 

M:.i.s.� said the nutrition e.1peri• 
menL�. which took place between 
19-:ti and 1956. invotved so little rtdi· 
atioo they might still win approval 
Crom ll re\iew board today. Masse 
e.stimat.ed th�l children who �le a se­
ri� o( radioactive iron supplements 
"'"� e.1pose(i to 280 rnillirems o( Ml• 
d�tion, about what people ,et O-Om 
n1tunl source,,, such a,. ndon gu, 
in a yur. 

Maue said aimilar Tadiation 
dOSH m"y be allowed on children in 
rnea.rch today. "'There ia cut11nly 
wcrk roinl on in dnif studies when 
you must have the ftnal an,v,·er on a 
hu�n child ror peduatric distrlbu• 
tion,• he u.id. 

!JE:C .:,u �,.) t-'. u::, 

Radiation levels: experimental and everyday 
Ac:cordlnc to l'ICOl'ds at !tit ftmalO Stilt SctlOol •� !ht Muud\Ullcs 
lnsUtull af TecMoloc,y, the �en� � t.ctarded 1:NMlt bo',1 at"'' 
femald School from 1946 to 1955·1nwo!Vtd low Irita of �ty. 
■ tnlldltn who ata aven meal, containin, a tldlo&dlw wn a,ppllffltnt in
1949 would N'tl llctMd bftwMn ·�, and 1,024 milllltma.of radlltlon to
"'"' 1p1Nnf. wtlell r..sloac=vt lron ·can do die molt damap. Mlf officials,
lloWMt • ..,. Olrt the •� racfiation·tD !ht wholt body ts I bla:lt meuure
o1 upo.su11. ly !Mt sandard, � chiknn Mt� 210 lniJllteffiS of�-

ly comparison, the 1Vtra&• PttSOn abSoltK about 300 milWrtms of 
tldlatlon ann�lty flom natural sources. sudl as tldon cu in IN 
bwmtnt 

■ MIT officials actlmate that children .tlo ate hwO brukfa111 con11in1n,
tldicaCUYt milk in 1954 reuived.1.1p to e.2 m!U111ma of radlaaon upo1U11 '°
1'1tlr whoM bodies. rou&f'lly lht same 11n<M.11'1t of radiaUon u a cfltU x.tay.
Hcnmtt. ti, t.q>OWrt to U11 bona. wl\ert '9dloidiYI calcium would I.Ind to
concenttatt, would b1 70 mlllir1rr-..

ly comparison. in • fdeiitnt tlll averact person reuiYes 120 mi!wem 
of radiation uoosure to Ult bones from Ure fallout ·or nuclear �ons. 

■ Children wtlO Wtfl injected wtdl. tldioame � In 1 19� aq,erlment
""' ul)OStd to about 4 milM11ma of radiation, MIT officl,ls '5llm1te.

ly comparison. Vlat is tN iaatlUon a person would absolt> 
from ftyin1 from Boston to Los An&tles Ind back. 

■ Mlf offldals do not know tt11.aoosu11 "Is for ttltS that weft coi.d1.1etld in
OVllr JtM, ti« do dley know flow ofttft .tid\ dlild p,l\icipattd·ln theffl. 
. . 

ll.olllf-� 

- . ----- ··--·--·-·---- -·--·---



• Radiation tests were
widespread at Fernald

Ir NICK TATE �- \ volved fttdlnc the •tcena one
Ind JOSEPH BATT£Hf'lU> bowl ot cereal la�d wttll • ra­

dioactive form of calcium to
monitor digestion. Medical le.at.a that ex­

posfli mentally retarded 
teens at the Fernald -
State School to radiation
ln lhe 1940• and 1950s
were apparently more

widespread there a.nd at
ot her st ate facSlltiu
th a n  p r.ev l o u a l y  be•
lleved, of ti clala  d l•·
closed yuterd&y. 

According to school 
documents uncC?ve red_

Tum to Page 12 

by lnvestlfl·
tors thb week, Harvard t1ni·
venity and MIT researchers
appar ently conducted more
than the two Fernald achoo! ex­
perhneota that have been dll·
clOMd thua far between 19'6
and 1W. 

Wh&t'e more, Department of
Mtn\&I RetardaUon 1pokesma.n 
Quaid R)'·an uJd otoelala have
•a atro111 aeiue" lhal JDtdlcal
wt.I lnvoMnr radlo,-ctive ma• 
ttrlala at Muaachuaetta homea
for th• n\&rded wen widely
conducted 1n the poat-Worl4
War ll era. 

•Jn revlewinr the docu• 
menu tbtrt .. .,0, to be refer•
ence ln the letter• to other re•
March l;lllni done at Fem&ld
(\hat) may have involved ra•
4loacUve materlala," Ryan
aaid.. ""This would bave been
contemporary with the other
radloacUve 1tudlea.• 

Rya.n l&id a new tuk force 
of 1tate offlcla la, 4oetora,
nunea and advocatea for the
retarded will be created to ln·
v..U1ate the iuta _at FerD&ld
and other at.ate taclliUea. 

He-&dded tt 11 Ukely evi•
deace of 1lmllar experiment•
at other 1t&te achooll will
emerp u the pl"Obe lntenaiflea.

· Rya.n'a obaervatlona follow
"port• Ulat MIT and Harvard 
Ull.lvenity rueuchen con· 
ducted lUU OD retarded boYI. 
qed i:t to 11, al lht J'ern&ld
acbool between lkf and ltsl. 

Accordln1 to a report pub­
Uahed in the Dec. 11M IN\&& of 
the Jou.rn&J of Nutrition, one
teat conducted cm 19 boy1 ln•

Const1u1tine Malet•ko&. a
former MIT researcher who 
helped coordinate the test, aald 
tbe radiation ln the cereal wu
not hifh enourb to pose a risk
at any point In the exrertment,
funded by the Quaker Oata Co.
and the Atomic Enern Com·

',niulon. 
The Bolton Globe hu re•

ported a second battery of tuu
were conducted on 17 boys at
the achoo! in 19'11, before Ma· 
let.akos participated. The Glo�
claimed an unpubll1hed report
on the project u.id seven meals
Jaced with radioactive Iron
were fed to the boy1 - expo•·
lrlf them to 5U to 1.024 milir·
ems of radi&tion. 

Ryan. the DMR 1pokt1man.
aatd offlci&ls have come acroe1
corre1pondence betwee= an
)1lT reswcher and Fe.mild
ofUcJ&la referrinf to additional 

-MAIIK!Y 
and 40. 

tut a pe r •
f o r m e d  on 
Fernald boy1,
beyo n d  th e
two reported
lhil week. He
l&.ld offlclaJa
are tryiar to 
Id entify the
parUelpanu, 
who DIUnber
b e t ween 19

Mta.nwhlle, the Department
of Enerry_agreed to lnvesti1atc
Die teltl at the Ferna.Jd a.chool
&nd other medical cxperlmen\1
conducted at a former vete­
ra.nt' bospttal in Framtn1h&m

u l)art of an onrolng federal
·problem of hum11n•r&di:lllon 
experiments. 

U.S. Enerry Sccretar H 
. u . 

waMI hu·
an•expcr mcnt puticlpanta

compenaated. arrecd to use her
aaeney to look into po1stbte
&buses at Fernald and the
Framtnrham VA ·hoapltaJ, 
which was one of 14 U.S. "110•
tope untu" where patients were
a.dznlnl.tered radioactive iao­
iopc1 In the lt�a. 

u.a. Rep. Edward Markey
(D-Malden) also a&ld he ex•
pectl the DOE to cooperate In &
atate inveet1ra.t1on of the Fer•
nald cue.

Jn a related development,
CBS evenJnc news reported laat
ntfht that ffl1red 1oldlera ln
veterans hoapital1 may have
been ucknowingly used 1 1
rutnu plr11n radiation experl•
ment1. 

Dr. Belton Burrows. head of
nuclear medicine at the D••
partmenl of Veler&N Atta.in
Medical Center In Jamalca
Plain. aaid veteran• In Frun•
Lnrham were not expoaed to ra•
dlatlon rl1k1, but were admlnll•
tered aafe doae• of radioactive
lodtne. 

But Burrows, 75, added that
the experiment• were alao de•
mined to belp VA doctor• rec­
ocnize. dLarnose and treat cl•
vllian.s who mlJhl � expoaed
to radiaUon ln the event of a
nuclear attack. 

The U.S. Senate Labor and
'Human Resources Cummiltee,
which u ch.aired by U.S. Sen.
Edward Kennedy t0•1'{us.),
announced lt will hold heutnr•
next month on the radiation
tests. Markey u.id the Hou1t
will &.lso convene hurinp on
thrmatter. 

Sourcea 1&.id they expect
bills to be filed tn the Senate
and Houac next month provld·
ing aome compcn■ation for vie·
lim� who were cxp.:,acd to r&•
dlaUon levtla without their
\nowlcdge. 

Louis Funkowski of Water•
town. who was born with cere•
bral pat.y and apent 27 years at
Fema.ld. a&id yuterday he wu 
troubled by the newt of the
tut.I. 

··1 feel terrible about It, but
they didn't do lt to only me,"
a&Jd Frankowaki, 53, who wu 
releued ln Jt76 and now works
hi a factory. "It'• a nlrhtmare.
Boy, am I clad I Jot out of there 
when I dJd." 
·- Helen «ena�,- c-ontrllHlc.d
Co lbU nport

l .vv
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Tough legal battle looms for radiation
victims

•

of records ’ exists

*

I
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AP 
O’LEARY: ‘No cfearinghouse

vad* residents — known as the 
“downwinders" — found when 
they sued the government for

d

ernment is very adept at doing 
that," says Larry Johns, a Ne­
vada lawyer who repreaena 
radiation victims.

research that was done" under 
the sponsorship of the old 
Atomic Energy Commission, 
says spokesman Mike Gauldin.

Records of research projects

as opposed to accidentally —
then the government has im­
munity," says Cooper Brown, potential victims shouldn’t ex­
director of the National Com- ceed 800, but even her spokes- 
mitxee for Radiation Victims in man says that's only a guess.
Washington, D C “There is no central clear-

Thafs what hundreds of Ne- ingbouse of records on all the

I

The 1,200 claimants lost 
War, but experts say collecting their case on appeal and even- 
all the facts could take a while, tually had to settle for compen-

Meanwhile, Americans who sation passed by Congress in 
suspect they were guinea pi^ 1990. And the families of 216 
and are thinking about suing test-site workers are still in 
should remember Many have court after 23 years of trying to 
sued Uncle Sam, few have won win compensation.
— especially in cases involving . Energy Secretary Haiel 
radiation exposure. (TLeary says Congress should

“If the government makes a consider compensating people 
high-level policy decision to unknowingly exposed to radia- 
nuke someone intentionally — don in government-sponsored 

research in the '40s and *905. 
O’Leary says the number of

could be moldering away tn 
hospitals, clinics or labs around 
the country, be said. Some may 
have been destroyed.

In pan, thafs why the Ener­
gy Department has set up a hot 
line to track down people who 
think they may have been test 
subjects. O’Leary also appoint­
ed a panel to gather informa­
tion and report In six months. 

“But it’s going to be a diffi- 
■ cult matter to document the ra­

diation exposure in all these 
cases — a la will depend on 
the nature of the records," says 

z Kenneth Mossman, president 
trf the Health Physics Society, 
which fights unnecessary radi­
ation exposure.

O’Leary also has appointed a 
panel of ethics experts to re­
view whether researchers 
knowingly exposed people to 
dangerous levels of radiation, 
and whether they fully in­
formed test subjects about the 
nature of the experiments.

Failure to obtain informed 
consent would have violated 
the 1947 Nuremburg Code and 
medicine's Hippocratic oath. 

“We’re learning the tad 
truth about the use of ‘national 
security’ as an umbrella for do­
ing anything a bureaucrat 
thinks is a good idea,” says Da­
vid Pixh, who has studied 
health risks associated with nu­
clear weapons production.

Even if the facts could be as­
sembled, suing the government 
means overcoming major legal 
obstacles — apart from gov­
ernment immunity.

"If there's a way for the gov­
ernment to avoid responsibility 

- by putting up a shield, the gov-

By Maria Puente
USA TODAY

The government ays it will exposing them to radiation fall- 
tell all it knows about radiation out from Cold War-era nuclear 
experiments conducted on atmospheric tests.
Americans during the Cold The 1,200 claimants lost
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White House weighs amends
for atom experiment victims

Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
Mid yesterday the Clinton adnuius-

O'Leary-Meo Mi

•L

K--

9

f

600 to 
tests 
the.

ition on the estimated 
used in radiation 

by IK predecessor, 
r Cesutiissioii.

At least one congressman is work- -gather 
tag on a bill to compensate subjects 
of government tests conducted pri­
marily in the 1940s and *50s to deter-

->■

rSpr

1 ■■

Congress said likely to introduce bill when Ire
ftE^^2<WSAOO*CV - At least one congressman is work- .gather irtonnai

to8(£jeople L.
AtonSltaJZr Onmissinn

to harmfnfradiation levels, but ltrs. 
O’Leary said Attorney General Ja- 

~ week told her she was

said she has discussed

Some of those tests used appar­
ently unsuspecting or uninformed
people, including some mentally re­
tarded teen-agers. CBS-TV News re­
ported yesterday that some of the - , ,  
test subjects could have been retired helping the victims with Budget Di-

- rector Leon Panetta.
“We’re all aware of the feet ...VVW.OW MM MW MUM bBJV MM ... 

that there was wJaByenct policy 

elusion dat there ought ID be some 
recompenoe on the part of the fed­
eral government for aop wrongs 
committed and harm suffered." the 
public *i^P«y for that, she said.

'fe- ■ i

currently funding 120 human radi­
ation experiments and providing 
facilites for 100 other radiation ex­
periments, including some that re­
main classified at other federal 
agencies.

The department is trying to

soldiers. -
CBS-TV News, after filing a Free­

dom of Information Act request, 
learned the_Enrrgy n^nurtm^nt is

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. DEC 301993

tration is examining how to help vic-  
tims of Cold Wawa government ra- mine medical effects of radiation on
diation tests. ’ 'humin, ~.

“One doesn’t expect your govern­
ment to harm people, and if there’s 
been harm and you can show dam­
age... ethics require some ability to
correct or repair” Mrs. O’Leary said
in an interview.

She said she beUeves that victims
of government radiation tests de­
serve compensation but has not yet
discussed the issue with President
Clinton.

“I think the administration needs
now the luxury of at least two weeks
to work out a position, and I’m well
aware of the fact that legislation
likely will be introduced as soon as
Congress is back in session,” she
said.
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experiment subjects. Frost sent a 
letter to Rep. John D. Dlngell, D-

Frost

involving ndlation, supposedly to 
better understand the nuclear threat

appropriate,” O’Leary said.
OXeary has named a special com-

guinea pigs by g< 
lists,” Frost said

.XPRESS

r\ea * c

Frost requests 
radiation test 
investigation

during the early Cold War years. 
“For people who were wronged it 

would seem that some compensation 
is appropriate.” O’Leary said.

OXeary has named a special com- 
raUtee to look Into how the experi­
ments were conducted and which 
subjects knew they were being ex­
posed to radiation.

“We are aU outraged by disclo­
sures that Americans, without their 
informed consent, were used as 

[overnment scien- 
i in his letter to

Mich., chairman
of the House En­
ergy and Com­
merce Commit­
tee, asking for
hearings on the
matter.

Energy Stere-
w acknowl-

edged”Tuesday
that federal re­
searchers for
years subjected
hundreds of people to experiments

Dingell.
He said he has been helping the 

family of the late Elmer Allen, who 
was injected with plutonium in the 
late 1940s and died in 1991.

Houston Chroraae Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Rep. Martin 
Frost, D-Dallas. said Wednesday he 
is ‘‘outraged" by disclosure that 
Americans were used as radiation 
guinea pigs and be called for a 
congressional investigation.

Saying that among his constituents 
are the survivors of one of the

9

- 
—'—eP
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Task force to study radiation experiments on
* hl

Man "of ire^enu took day. Energy Secretary Hard 

ace from the 1940s through O'Leary said human beings used inired Public Health at Johns Hopkins

the Congress and the American

The Radiation Exposure Com-

t

^WStXPflESS |

leased, she said.
In an interview with CNN Tues-

CUIUadllVW. rr

——— T — of people who can prove they were
damaged by radiation and now suf­
fer from certain diseases to collect

NewsExmess

PAGE J
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' years 

• was <

.. -humanJ

U”^X”“sub. Bur .r as 1947. .be

- SSSB

test subjects, families;
compensation, possible
medical care consider<
By Bteen Weltsomo |

Scrifpi Howard Ntwi Strwt —
The Department _pLEii£LgY_has Faden said. “The department as- 

set up a task force to examine sured me they are casting the net 
hundreds of radiation experiments as wide as possible.’
conducted on U.S. citizens during f-™ —12 :
the Cold War. mittee will focus on will include:

Ruth Faden, who will chair the BWhat should be done for sur- 
task force, said the committee will yiving family members and sub- 
be made up of specialists in roedi- j ‘ T
cine, history and law and will be That will include issues such as

of people who can prove they were 
damaged by radiation and now suf­
fer from certain diseases to collect 
anywhere from $50,000 to 

$100,000.
The groups covered by the law 

I include officials who can prove 
I they were present at the Nevada 
' Test Site during above-ground 
I testing. They are eligible for 

$75,000.
Residents, or ‘‘downwinders. 

• who lived near the Nevada Test 
Site for anywhere from one to two 

i when above-ground testing 
w„ conducted, are eligible for 

$50,000. And former uranium 
miners can receive $ 100,000. 

I------------ :------------------------------------

predecessor agencies
many of the experiments. ...

Faden heads the law, ethics and tory structure to ensure such pro­

health program at the School of jects won’t happen again.
H0PkU'S pl,« irom'^e* 1940, Jhjrobgh ' JUg

i le- to be compensated.”
gal divisioa hid instructed its con- "We ought to goforward and 
tractors that no radioactive mate- explain to the United States Con-

____ ___________ rials were to be given to human
Faden said the areas the com- beings unless there was some ex- I
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ftUow nunmna norCB m weH-e»taDi“™~-
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with it. That -f -overnnunt lecreey. In the Cold War
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the enemy.
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ftllow Humana 
bnn written

asaister of auicide. acta
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she baa probably tmi- - - - -

^’So be it O'Leary aaye unwi 

and we agree.
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such limea, ethical Atomic Energy Commraaion not been
the enemy. Even eo. had theMomjc
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confronted wrth th* ttuth wouw
simoly. that » *• f!rj^done. but O'Leary ia taking ua
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fellow eridtiau fall dl from .rperimenl on- -
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Compensation for unwitting

subiects could help others

lave frequently tatdoa Bat Eneryvi , Al

i

proved a compemauon bill for three

Department d Energy - 
ibe 1947 Nuremberg Code.

oped certain cancers received maxi­

receive a maximum of $100,000. i

“U we’re going to engage in a

ting victims of) dangerous radiation.

jected to radiation? Or someone
I

another test
• In a dozen

aible for many of the tests.
O'Leary said that as many as 800 

people were subjected to the experi-

Strict limits pasdbk
At the same tiroe. however, a

violat­
it was

menu and exposed to potentially 
harmful amounts of radiation, some 
apparently without their consent

SKATTLB TMES NEWS 6» VKXS
WASHINGTON - Can the gov­

ernment be sued for discretionary 
acts peformed in good faith? Courts

who's brought in to a nuclear facility, 
given a radiation badge, given regular 
trrinalyses and led to feel safe when 

be'a not’"

1947 Nanmberg Code violated?
Recent reports on radiation test­

ing have cited various experiments:

would likely ease the legal barriers 
for many, including nuclear produc­
tion woriters, who have sought repa- 
ntions from the U.S. government

Speaking on CNN yesterday, 
O'Leary said the government should 
“explain to the Congress what has 
happened and let the Congress of the 
United States and the American pub­
lic determine what would be appro­
priate compensation."

O’Leary’s comments marked the 
first time a US. energy secretary 
initiated the government's effort to 
compensate people exposed to po­
tentially harmful levels d radiation. 
The department runs the US nude-

• Hie Boston Globe disclosed on
Sunday that 19 developmentally dis­
abled teenage boys at the Fernaid 
School in Wal­
tham, Mass., ------------
were given radio­
active food in ex-

debate over what to do with (unwit- penments from

we should include in their numbers 
those who were exposed on the front 
lines of the Cold War - the nuclear 
production workers, who were no 
Jen exposed.” said Paul DeMarco, a 
Cincinnati attorney who has handled 
dass-action suits against the govern­
ment on behalf d nuclear workers.

“These people have not received 
the compensation due," he argued. 
“What is worse? Someone complete-

federal government approved com­
pensation for large groups of individ-

She said some of those affected by 
the tests are suing the government, 
bat others involved in earlier tests 
cannot sue because the statute of 
imitations has expired.

One expert suggested such a 
decision also could give momentum 
to hundreds of claims that have been 

filed by workers at U.S. nudear 
production plants.

Enxm benefits d $50,000.
• Soldiers and other defense 

workers who were on duty at Nevada 
and the Pacific Island test sites when

ar-weapons industry and was respan- bombs went off and developed cer­
tain cancers were awarded benefits 
of no more than $75,000.

• Those who worked in uranium 

mines for the US. nudear program 
and developed certain cancers could

uals affected by the US nuclear 
program. In 1988, Congress ap­
proved ■ compensation bill for three 
groups of people, representing about 
a thousand individuals, affected by 

the nudear-weapons program:
♦ Those who could prove that 

they were downwind from open-air 
rinclAar -tests in Nevada and devel-

The code requires full, informed 
and voluntary consent for all tests on 
humans. Also, test subjects must be 
protected from “even remote possi­
bilities of injury, disability or death."

Did Biuh, Reagan atonewaH?
The latest revelations of radiation 

testing bolstered longstanding calls 
for an investigation by Rep. Edward 
Markey. D-Masa. In 1986, when be
was chairman of the House energy 
conservation and power subcommit­
tee, his staff found that humans had 
been used in nudear tests.

After his committee report was 
released, officials of the Reagan and 
Bush administrations were reluctant 

to cooperate in 
making 
amends, he said 
yesterday. “It 
was part of the 
stonewalling 
that character­
ized the Cold 
War," he said. 

Under Ener­
gy Department 
direction. 32 
million pages of 
documents 
about the ex­
periments are 
now being de^ 

classified. 
O'Leary has 

appointed a

ducted in New
Mexico, Tennes­
see and Utah be­
tween 1948 and
1952, radiation was deliberately re­
leased into the atmosphere, accord­
ing to a recently released General 
Accounting Office report. The tests 
were part of an attempt to see how far 
and fest radioactive particles spread.

♦ Other documented radiation ex­
periments were conducted on pris­
oners in Oregon and Washington 
state and on African Americans at 
Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.

One issue is whether the tests - 
most of them overseen by the Atomic 
Energy Commission, a forerunner of 

the? ' ' --------
ed fi>e 1947 Nuremberg 
established after the Nazi war-crimes 
trials as the universal standard for 

human experiments.

1946 to 1956 
without their par­
ents' knowledge. 

• Last month. 
The Albuquerque 
Tribune reported 
that 18 patients, 
including prison­
ers, mental pa­
tients and preg­
nant women. 

___ were injected 
ly unaware that they're being sub- with plutonium m
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Ewtr $*cr«t>ryHa2<Z O’Lury
is "appalUdbywhat was done."

/

nongovernment 
panel of ethics 
experts to de­
termine what 
ethical viola­

tions were committed and research­
ers to study classified documents to 
determine the extent of the tests. 
The panel is expected to release its 
findings in six months.

“1 am appalled by what was done," 
O'Leary said. “Ciearty, standards 
were used that should never have 
been approved.”

HotUar. A Department of Energy 
hotline set up to hear concerns about 
the tests can be reached at 1-800- 
493-2998. It is open Monday through 
Friday. 530 a.m. tn 130 pjn. PST.

Compitdfrom Lm Angdes Tinus, The 
Washington Past and Boston Globe.
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It c^n’t happen here, yet it did
.Sing mnh b emenpng. Dunog ±e tanjn fTy

the full, informed and voluntary consent of any

studies approved by its

erwise wouiay>= 5-rJ agency to criticism that it

another. 18 institutionalized teenagers were

and calcium.

essential to national security— deternumng. waccess t0 information and some 
for example, how long and well an irradiate policymaking. The insidious culture of

page

whose contamination will take years and

Uavtw W* aawx— • —   - —«■• ,

None of these excesses would have reached

US government authorized a multitude of of their test subjects. Hi inn?
n^r,™ in Which a thousand and Can scientists involved in these tests durw

erameot
agree L . 
need to be compensated.

L'Cl

NewsExMESS^
pageC^ofLc^-

that the horrors perpetrated 
( 

inmates during World 
War II would not be 

repeated.
In fact, as a recently 

revealed 1950 memo from 
one Atomic Energy Com­
mission official to another 
makes abundantly clear, 
the people at the top 
understood precisely the 
awful implications of 
what they were doing. It 

would be better to use 
chimpanzees than 
humans, one official 

. wrote, because to do oth-
£,7x'2 erwise would expose the

had “a little of the 
Buchenwald touch." (The Buchenwald camp 
was the site of the most notorious Nazi medical 

eXNosuch criticism arose during that official’s

with plutonium, one of the • . War jt threw over atmospheric tests
stmea taowa ““^Xoldier, ar.d civile downwind

wore wire «nd over deplorably negligent nueleer installa-

»£Iran ^^ouS-raK ’̂

To her credit. Energy j-g^^oo.or.;qiLtion?i^VJJ

first couple of decades of the nuclear age, the

research programs in which a thousand and

substances.

Energl cannot say with any certainty how 

g^nsive the radiation _,3

5e
* H

1 •

IK?

the Late 19408, ’50s and ’60s plead ignorance of

the 1947 Nuremberg Code, expressly ^estab- 

later the Denartment of lished to ensure L---------  -------
A generation i«^rt v fa Na2i 5^^ on concentration camp

»Tensive the radiation

predecessor organiza- 
tion, the Atomic Energy

what their effects were 
on the people involved.

(TLfarv has opened her <

iiwted^ublic scrutiny ? 

of this ignominious
chapter in American s
scientific history. She 
says she won’t be
deterred even if her :
actions open the door to •
lawsuits against the gov-

uu As she noted Tuesday, “I tend to 

[that] those people who were wrongs-

And wronged they were.

y,

" 1 -1- ■■
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querque Tribune. The Pa£er ***£

I

Hate! CLearr's commitment to 
tell the truth about the expert-
rnenla.

i

»

CHICAGO IHIBUNE

u. of C. Hospital admits 3 were injected 
ith plutonium in ’45 testkVi

LaboratorY near Lemont did fol 
row-up studies tn 1873 on three of 
the four, an Argonne spokesman 
aald.

Argonne spokesman David 
Baurac said two of the three peo­
ple studied by the tab, at the re­
quest of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mtasion. bad never consented to 
the plutonium experimente. The

“(JXrnity of 
tpokeswoman Susan PhW«‘ 
tK two older patients died of 
their cancer wihin five 
and that the teenaoer was Host to 
follow Aip" but t*

Phillips empbaataed that re­
search standards have changed 
drastically since 1945. Today no 
research can be performed on 
any patients without their full 
knowledge and Infonned, written 
consent,” she said.

There have been sketchy ac­
counts of the three decades of 

’ post-World War U government 
experiments where civilians 
were exposed to radiation far 
higher than what is now con­
sidered safe. But the iaaue has 
received new attention because 
of the Albuquerque newpsaper 
reports -nd Energy Secretary

Baurac said.

were first revealed^ in the Albir

ihy Use Warren
!tiusu»« Statt Wwrsa |

' Without their knowledge or con­
sent, three patients said to be 
dying of cancer sMhe Univennt^-
Yn^is^with ’̂radroactive plu­

tonium as part of a nationwide 
federal government experiment, 
the hospital acknowledged 
Wednesday.

The Albuquerque Tribune first 
reported last month that the three 
patients were among 18 who were 
injected with dangerously high 
doses of the substance between 
1945 and 1947. it was part of a gov­
ernment research project to deter­
mine bow quickly the body rids 
iteelf of plutonium.

AU of the patients purportedly 
were terminally III. But a re­
searcher in California discovered 
that four of the 18, none of them 
from Chicago, were still alive 
some 25 years after the plutonium 
Intoctlona. The Antonne' National 
Laboratory near Lemoni 1 t ' 

third, a railroad porter, had 
signed a consent form in the 
1940s, Baurac said, but there was 
some question of how well-in­
formed be was of the dangers in 
volved

In addiUon, Baurac said, scien­
tists from Argonne exumed the 
bodies of three or four more of the 
initial 18. Of the total of six or 
seven people Argonne studied, 
“There’s no Indication that any of 
the people died of anything in­
volving the plutonium Injections 
or (that) they suffered any physi­
cal effects that can bo traced to 
the ptuionlum InJecUona" Baurac 
said.

“The Atomic Energy Commis­
sion bad instructed us that under 
no circumstances should we men 
lion the work! plutonium in con­
nection with these studies outside 
our own ofllcea," Baurac said.

But doctors for the three sur­
viving patients who were studied 
were Informed about the plu­
tonium Injections, Baurac said, 
and the physicians decided not to 
ten their paUents about their dan­
gerous exposure.

A year later, Baurac said, the 
commission changed Ils policy 
tend determined the patients 
should be informed about the ex­
periments. In 1974 Argonne and 
commission staff “saw to it that 
the paiienls were informed,?
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Radiation· tests 
. . 

on retarded ran 
through 1960s 
But limits placed on program 
By Scott Allen
80$\()l'IGlot)e � 
· OUiclals Qt the Massachu$etls

1.nstltute of Technology said yes­
terd.iy th3t radiation cxperimenls
on mentQlly retarded residents of
the Fernald Stale School in Wal•
lham, .Mass., ·conpnued into the
Hl60s but that re.se:irchers adopted

··.tu\es In lht: last yea� of the pro­
·eram th.it strictly limited expo• 

· .. sure and required. test subjects to
• �c adults .. 

'Frank Mass�· ·director of r:adia­
Uon protection �l MIT. also con·
firmed a 19S6 experiment in which
children· a't 'the Fcrn:ild school
were injected with minute

••mounts or radioactive c.llclum.
Al least- 61 teenil.ge bqys ·at. the
school lni:estcd radiation iri a se·
ries of. tesl.3 to sec how the body
'absorb• mloer4ls. · · 

· .· .. nut Mas:.e · blamed Fernald
school officials for some consent
for.ms tent· home to paren\s or
ruardians of the .children that
made no menlion o! nilioactivHy. 
Th-e consent forms were sent home
b y  Fernald Superintendent Mal·
colm F11rrell. 

Masse uid MIT oUicials in the
19t0s and 19�0s were very proud
o( their work witb radioactive lso·
lopes .. "This was a huge new tool. 

· There was no fear. Today's fear of
. r.idiatlon was not present. You

wouldn'l think of buying a pair of

'Today
'"s fear of 

radiation was not 
present. You· 
wouldn't think of 
buying a pair of shoes 
without X-raying · '.· 
y6ur ·�oes.' . , :

MIT's Frank Mus e

shoes without X•rayin.& your �. �•
MlT was .deeply lnvolvetl in ap;.

plying radioaclive materials t(I
new fields after .World'War II, ln·

-eluding .the failed effort to build a 
nuclear.-powered alrplatie. Tbe·
head·of MIT's radioacUvlty croup, 
Robley E\'ans, se_rved 00 a paoeJ ..
lbat pushed una.uccess(ull,1 for . highly toxic uperl�ent.s .on sol• · ·.
diers to see-how much radra'llon 
the y �uld .withst.nd' while n·ying
the atomic airplan�. . . 1 

The Massachusetts Department 
of Meet.al ·Retardation is lnvesli· .
gating the radiation experiments
that took- place at the Fernald
school and pouibly other Massa­
chusetts lns'UtuUona. Also yester· 
day, �nerjttdSecrc;tary H1:n
O'Leaq agr- to 3end a s 
member to �elp investigate the
Fern:>ld expefiments.

r. lJ

B�t1EL.L.E1
�
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Frost seeks 
hearings on 
secret tests 
Federal radiation studies 
'unspeakable,' he says 

BvM.o:B.BAKER u,J ,-w..,as .... r,...,.. �6A
Rep. Man,n Frost called yesterday forcongress1onal 

heanngs to investigate reveJauons that Americans 
�•ve been_ subj�ted to sovemmcnt-sponsored radia­
tion ex pen menu. · 

Frost called for the hearings as more information 
was m.ide public about Americans bcin, subjected to 
these tests. Frost has also been meet ins with the famiJy 
of the latt Elmer Allen or Italy, Te1u. who was in­
Jecled 'tl•ith plutonium between 1945 and 1947. 

In a letter to House EneriY and Commen-e Commit­
tee Chai�an John Din,ell, Fr.:,st, D-Dallu. uraed 
tha� heannp be held bec-ause what the covemment did 
dunn1 the 1940, 'SOs and '60s .. was so uns�lcable." 

Encrp Secretary Hazel o•� said Tuesday that
v1rums of 1ovemmen1-suppon radiation testing 
should be compensated and that as much information 
as pou1ble about the test inc should be made public. 
· . O'Leary also panicip&ted in a panel discussion.on
CNN . televis!on yester�•Y with Allen's dauchttr,
Elmenne Whitfield. Whitfield said that she is plea1ed 
with O'Lury's promise to release information but that 
it's Iona overdue. 

"I'm pleased, but I'm· not blppy." Whitfield said . 
.. f'm not satisfied in the least when it comes to the 
rcleue of information." 

Frost. who also represents pans or Artin11on and 
Fon Wonh. was already wri1in, lesislation to provide 
compensation for the surviv.o� of those who had bcCII 
involved in 1he plutonium tests. He said that Je,aisl:i­
tion wilt likely be broadened to include an'.'OM- who 

�s used as a guinea pig. 

DEC 3 0 1993 

"I talked to O'Leary today and she thou,l'll it was the 
ri&ht thin& lodo." Fros, s.aad. "My staff and hers wall be 
meeting on this neu week. 

-we are outra,ed by disclosur:s that Americans.
without their informed consent. were use-cf as guinea 
pip by aovemmcnt scientists ... Frosts.aid. "That's the 
kind of thin& Naii Germany did durin& World War 
II." 

Allen, who died at &?C 80 on June 30, 1991. w,u 
(More oa FROST on Pact 18) 

· injected with ·plutonium durin& the----· ·-·- -
J 9-WS as part or• secret lQvemment
experiment to try to determi� how 
much of the radioactive element a 
person had encountered. 

Allen wu injected July 18, 1947.
in San Francisco, three days before 
his lei was amputated for what dcx­
tors dacribed as pre-existin& bone 
cancer. He and the J 7 others in­
je� were nut told the nature of the
experiment. 

AlJen later said be had been in­
volved io a aovemmcnt experiment 
but no one believed bim, accordina 
to relatives, who said he was classi­
fied u a paranoid xbizophrenic 
and was prone to alcoholic binac,· and babblini.

Allen's widow lives .in Italy,
Texas. 

BUtJ.RELLB 
NEwsExPRESS 
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Radiation
It

™ apvKCMDim ior Dattene said M 
appears that none of the local studieieUrici require some ability to

done in the late IKiOs o^lr^iX1

Battelle helped direct two presets

ry fioiioway, 
with Battoile

; H^Tord Nuclear Bet..r>u,.„„ .. .den^X S '“<*■ "•« »« «•», k“e. Ue

.

ere was conducted by the Seattle- Ma5*' 51 d y°aU;riday he plans toI dents.

yester based Pacific Northwest Research

1

A

F3 II

)
I

»

-• 
L« 
J

HEZ
i Tu-ir'J" i'™"*,' «ovcnunenfs critical• “£^?iyS““frescarc,‘‘,rviccls‘hal

p I tWportw

, __1,™e federal Kovcnunent’s -

hl!n,ans U) radialioi? has 
o^^SkClChy ,,e* '“fe^tion 
^<r!SA»nmcnU. North

: ty of Washington

Foundation.
A spokesman for Battelle said “ •A ■» »-**■ M iL   A —■ -

' - - -----------~— ...^ *wai aiuuiei
identified so far were done withoul 
patient knowledge - the conceri 

a5 ^^e<,.0’Ix:ary s investigation 
All the information that | havi 

reiers to these people as volunteers ’ 
said Jerry Holloway with Battelle 

But I don’t know the level of 
informed consent." he said, reflect 
mg the possibility that, patients ma; 
not have known all the risks of the 
esperiments

--- . Conklin, a radiation health
- --------- Urt**!" U,e I*P-rt<nent

day, but be has in the past defended the worllcd at Battelle ia

'arch See RADIATION, Page AS |

PAGE OF-kA

meiit to harm people, and if there’s 
been harm and you can show damage 

eurics require some ability t0 
terd^J1 °r repalr'" O Le«ry s»ld yes-

Battelle’s Hichland labs have so 
far re eased a list of 10 projects, most
Of'th ,inhn 'a n 18505 °r ear,y 19e<Jv 
Of the 10, the University of Washing 
!?", '* ‘dentified as directing six 
Battelle helped direct two projects 

Two other locally performed radi- 
al«yn rbsearcb projects, one involv-

----------Phoru,s i,nto volunteers atUSwed^h
8 P«'nc Northwest Lair SSS Elec^3, direCU‘d by

expert
"One doesn’t expect your governBattelle’s research 

shows 10 projects,
6 led by university

■ By Tom Paulson

ents tied to UW
~ u—

All the information 
that I have refers to
these people as
volunteers. But I
don't know the
level of informed
consent.

- Jerry Hollowa^

testicles
Paulaen was out of town



Dr Al Joiiscn, a University of ‘‘We're getting 10.000 calls aI
■ »OC- -d

I

I

; •

1

I

i

:

radioactivity and nuclear matters. 
'It was a truly diflerent

world." she said

/

I
I

Freeman suggested that 
Washington state residents also 

I consider calling the Hanford 
Health Information Network al 1- 
80(^522-4446.

treatment of post menopausal os- | 
leoporosis on the basis of these i 
studies," Chesnut said On bal­
ance, he said, the benefit clearly 
outweighed any risk.

But judging by the public re­
sponse to recent revelations that 
some researchers may have failed 
to infonn patients fully of their 
risk in these experiments, mast 

• don’t appear to believe that any 
measure of medical progress can 
outweigh this wrung. ~

day to understand the level of 
secrecy required of anyone work­
ing on research that involved

,.biophysicist at the ' and that broad international 
guidelines had been set after

iE <Z\OF

/?

PAGE

agreed with Durbin on that point 
But he noted that everyone was 

, also keenly aware of Nazi atroc- 
; itics in the name of science 
; uaiM uiai uivuu i iiici ii a u uii a I

open congressional liearings in
January to investigate the goveru-
ment-sponsored radiation tests
conducted on humans after World 
Warll.

Dr. Patricia Durbin, a 67-year- 
t............................................. ....
University of California-Berkeley, 
was among the scientists who
helped perform some of the "clas- „
rifted^’ radiation experiments in : tients. ' ’ j

The likely reason this wasn’t 
seen as applicable to those per­
forming these early human radia- I 
tion exposure tests in the United 
Stales, Jonsen said wryly, was 
because "we knew the Nazis were

I evil and we weren’t.”
Dr Charles Chesnut, a UW 

specialist in nuclear medicine 
and osteoporosis, recognized that 
two of the projects cited on Bal- 
lelle's list were experiments he 
conducted in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s using radioactive cal­
cium.

All the patients were fully 
informed. Chesnut said. Patients 
were given radioactive calcium to 
develop a method for assessing 
bone density.

“We came up with an ap­
proved drug, calcitonin, for the '

the 1940s and 1950s that are of ’ 
most interest to the agency’s self­
examination

Durbin, in Seattle yesterday 
visiting family, worked with a 
Berkeley medical researcher 
named Dr. Joseph Hamilton. 
Hamilton, who died of leukemia 
in 1957, is one of those identified 
as having injected radioactive 
substances in subjects not told the 
lull nature of the experiment.

We were at the infancy in 
understanding this," Durbin said 
yesterday.

While she was only peripher­
ally involved in much of Hamil­
ton's human radiation research,, 
Duibin defended her mentor’s ! 
actions as based on the best 
scientific evidence available at 
the lime and motivated by the 
purest of intentions

“The reason why this was 
done was for worker protection,’’ 
she said, and to assist with the 
military's goal of protecting sol­
diers against radiation exposure 
in case of nuclear conflict

Durbin said’ it is ’’terribly 
ditlicult" for younger people to-

Mary Freeman, a spokeswoman 
for the Department of Energy in 
Washington, b.C. The agency has 

I a loll free iiotline for people with 
concerns about this issue, at l-

guioeunes nau neen set alter j i oqan
World War II requiring research- ; Ereema.
ers to get full consent from pa- |
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WASHINGTON� 
Newslnattef 

Califomla. 2 other states 
shorted In Congress •• 
their populations grow 

Populaaon ahlrt, au,.oe 1990 have left Ca.ll!or• 
nia and two oel\er st&teS ahortclw,ged of their 
fair &h&tt of clou� in tht H.ouae or RepreNnu­
aves. a CeNua Bureau &.r\&lym aay&. ArUona 
Call!omla and Georsta would u.ch pin a N.&t If 
Cong.reg were rupportioned, the &n&lyli.s aays. 
[Nm] 

DOI to,mallna radiation _probe 
D:>r Department or ENrp hu lt't up a tuk 

ro� to exa.ml.l\c hundreds of Ddiatton expeli­
m&l\ta c:onduc:ud OD U.S. dtizenl durtl\& tht Cold
W&r. Ruth ra.den, head or the panel, Hid experts 
ln mtdidne, hiltor')' and law would be on the 
lfOUP, which would be independent of the Ener• 
11 OepartmenL (Nl72] 

Moynihan rape plan on home c■N 
Sen. Daniel Pan1dc Moynih&n, D-N.Y., aa.ld

W�ay that the Ointon adminlstratlon had 

propoeed an lneqwt&bie fonnwa for �buting 
moN')' to tt&tla for loq-c.enn C11T tor people IJv• 
U\& It home. Uf\der the fonn.ula, 
the go•cmrnent would pay more 
benefits ln states with low per 
c:apir.a U'1C0me1,. Moynihan a&.ld 
tha1 approach wowd ahort­
ch&l\ae l't&'8 like his. which hu 
a c::ompant1v1ly hia,h per captta 
lnc:omt but alao lar1e nu"'be'T'I 
of poor people. Moynihan. hu.da 
the fiNncc conwiti., which 
will� re-vampln& health can! 
ur\y nut year. Moynihan and Mo"'lllaft
Gov. Mario Cuomo of New Y orlc have cr1ddud 
the C'WT'ent Medicaid f onnula., which is bue<i 
IOlelr on a sw.e·, per c:aplr.a 1ncocu. [H571 l

Fro,. M� N,w, W°tf't � 

'a' Mercury Center

M � ON ,.al IA 
■ The � fl lnr:MII all• MCl'I bnlf • I C.cde
ht c:arl tie 1,1Md lo oCtarl lhl fljl 1&11 QI !tie ttio,y In 
Maror,Cenl.-. 
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COLD WAR LEGACY 
r.A-<t 

Victims of radiation tests deserve compensation 

T
HE COLD WAR .ind the atomic: 

11e combined to create a cli­
mate of fur in which some 

horrific things were sar,ctioned in the 
name of rational seeuri�y. 

Enera Secretary Hazel O'Leary has 
blown the whistle on a series of f eder­
ally funded experiment:. on hundreds 
of Americans to detcrm: ne the ettects 
of radiation. Most of them occurred in 
the 1940s, ·sos and early '60s under the 
Energy Department's pndecessor, the 
Atomic Energy Commi�:ion. They are 
now coming lo light as pre\·iously se­
cret eovernment tiles arc? opened. 

O'Leary estimates from documents 
available to date th.>t 600 to 800 peo­
ple were subjected to the tests. She 
said that while most g:wt their in• 
formed consent, others did oot. And no

effort was made to f olloV7 them to de• 
termine how tbe exposure to radioac­
tive materials had affected them. 

Directing the Energy Du>artment to 
trace these tesf subjects �.nd their sur­
vivors. O'Leary propose.i this week 
that those who were not inf,)rmed or 
were inadequately informed about the 
the expcriments'bc comp(·ns2ted. 

Amonr the horror stories l!merging 
about these tests: 

■ The Injection of 18 9eor,le witb
highly radioactive plutonh:m. 

■ The feeding of radio.idive cereal
to 19 ment.ally retarded hoys over a 
10-year period without th1!ir pt1l'ents'
knowled,e.

■ Exposure of the testes of more
than 100 prison convicts to radiation to 
determine Its effect on male reproduc• 
tive oreans. .

How these activities could have been

authorized in the wake or World Warn 
and tbe Holocaust can only be ex• 
pl.lined by the Cold War mentality. It 
was this attitude In both the United 
States and the Soviet Union th.at just,: 
fied atmospheric tests o! nucle.ir 
weapons, depositing rndioactive iodine 
in milk worldwide. 

Even at the tlme, however, a top 
AEC biologist saw a conneclion be­
tween the U.S. tests and those conduct• 
ed by Hiller's Germany on concentra. 
tion c.imp prisoners. The New York 
Times reported that Dr. Joseph Hamil• 
ton urged his boss at the agency to use 
chimpanzees instead of humans. Ham­
ilton warned of criticism tbat the ex­
periments would "have a little o! the 
Buchenwald touch," a reference to the 
death camp where the Nazis per­
fonned medical experiments. 

O'Leary proposes givini: the facts 
about the radiation research to Con­
gress and letline the l.wma.lters aod 
the public decide the compensation is­
sue. That seems fair. The government 
is already the target of l�wsu.its on 
behalf of victims of cancer and other 
ailments allegedly the result of the 
U.S. nuclear we�pons program. 

Care should be taken, however, to 
ensure that the compens:ition eoes to 
those who truly. deserve it ... 

-- - ... - . .. - ... .. -·· . · · · ·--
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Let’s make amends
U.S. shouldn’t fight claims from victims of experiments

OMMON decency tevs Hazel 
I . O'Leary ts absolutely right. The 

/ government should compensate

gutsy cabinet officer cannot unilateral­
ly make policy for the whole adminis-

MrwsExMfU
^_OFPAGE

tration. That’s the president’s job, and 
the sooner he stands with O’Leary, the 
better.

when some sufferers have been dead 
for decades. It makes sense for Con­
gress to decide what compensation is 

appropriate.

It’s not the first time Washington has 
faced damages for atomic and nuclear 
radiation. This country paid S2 million 
to Japanese fishermen injured by a 
1954 atomic bomb test; subsequent 
trust funds containing at least $300 
million were established to pay victims 
ranging from uranium miners to people 

down wind from Nevada nuclear tests.
We hesitate to say that the govern­

ment was even more at fault in the 
cases now at issue. Is it worse to exper­
iment on hospital patients than to in­
jure healthy residents of Nevada and 
the Marshall Islands with radioactive 
fallout? So far, no one has shown evil 
intent in either situation. And yet it’s 
particularly atrocious to make guinea 
pigs of helpless adults and children ig­
norant of what is being done to them, 
or incapable of understanding it What­
ever the goal, that’s wrong. Few ac­
tions of our government have been 
widely compared to Nazi atrocities. 
These experiments have been, although 
parallels are far from exact

Hazel O’Leary was the appropriate 
official to speak out; her department 
has the records, and its predecessors 
sponsored the experiments. But even a 

ly so. There are limits as to what can be 
made right with money, especially

people who were injured by its experi­
ments with radiation since 1940. And 
instead of defending claims in court 
Indefinitely, it should take the initia­
tive to make amends.

The energy secretary’s position is 
practical, as well as decent. The gov­
ernment (ultimately meaning us, the 
taxpayers) is culpable, but not endless- 
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to high l€vei$ 01 rauiauon jimuc w' 
within 38 days)—is chillingly similar.

PAGE

TO V J3;no retarded vouths in Mas- partment consider criminal action

My npodoi indigent oncer patients against the American people, and the 
to high levels of radiation (nine died plea that there was a Cold War going on 

isdavci—ischillinaivsimilar. isnodcfense.

for the most egregious radiation “re­
search.” There is no statute of limita­
tions about crimes against humanity.

What was done sounds like an outrage

milk, conducting radiation experiments 
on prisoners without their consent, in­
jecting patients with plutonium to see 
how quickly it would dissolve in the 

pagh^A 0fCm- 
o _

th.tSi.don p^,. dtereislbr-ieo^

W J ——— _ B

And there should be more. Some of 
these experiments may have been just as 

___ much crimes against humanity as those 
how of Dr. Mengele and other Nazi “re­

searchers." That, too, needs to be sorted 
out, to determine which programs actu­
ally had an ethical medical basis.

Then, while compensation is being 
considered, so should the Justice De-

Atomic horrors
Compensate victims, probe researchers
Horrifying revelations about radia- It raises serious questions: Why was it

lion experiments conducted from the deemed necessary? Who approved these 
1940s to the 1970s are just another chap- projects? If the research was legitimate, 
ter in the slowly opening ledger of hid- why was it covered up? What now? 

- den costs of the Cold War. Energy Secretary Hazel O Leag, who
When the accounts are added up, the is moving heaven and earth to open 

1946-91 Cold War may have cost more long-classified files to get to the truth 
__in dollars, in human tragedy and in about atomic research, said that hun- 
ikewed ethical judgments - than any of dreds of victims of government radia- 
our “hot" wars. tion research deserve compensation.

As with most modem wan, one cost is She suggested digging out the fams
calculated in the breaching of basic and letting “Congress and the American 
human rights and in lapses of decency in people determine appropnate compen-

fine. It necessitates a wee^ng- 
uation camp horrors were still fresh in out of meritonous claims from those 
many minds, one Atomic Energy Com- more•fanciful, but there shou!d becom- 

rel^^had'the:4Bi7chenvraJdtouch.”a pie injured in nuclear weapons testing. _ 
reference to Nazi “medical research” ex- ^ould be more. Some
periments conducted on prisoners in 
rv-rmin camps. The tests included freez­
ing human beings to death to see I— 
long it took, or amputating limbs just to 
see how the human body reacts or inject­
ing subjects with deadly bacteria. 

Some of the Cold War "research in 
this country that we are now learning
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ly N1CIC TAT£ 
.., MtCKAEL � 

MTT wu a clearing· 
house tor radioactive 
laotopu uaed Sn cover�· 
ment•aponaored expert· 
ment.a du.rl� the Cold 
War era. providing the 
m&teria.la to many of 

the H&rl)' 250 bolptl&11. 
bualneuu and other f&• 
cllltlu thu h&d them. 
r ecords abow. 

Accord!� to doeu• 
ment.s obtained by lhe 
Herald ye.sterd.a.y. a nu· 

Tum to Page 1, 

Records ,.15o Indicate MIT's 
now-defunct Radio.cuv\ty C.enter 
wu .:int' of ;i<,c, aitu 1n the nation 
to t-ccc.ive 10me l.200 shipmen\.l 
.,< radioacli ve S..Otopes from lhe 
Atomic Energy Comml.tsioa for 
use in medlcAl experimen\l and 
adfflUfic r-.ear� 

7tley al.lo ahow tu\ MIT wu_ 
. . the only aoun:.-e ol auch ma1aNll

available tor non-mlltt&ry UNI 
'.during World War II -and ane of 

the bluest distributers in the,.. 
Jion in the years that followed 

MIT"• role ln tM cilaU1�n 
o{ radloacUvc matui&.11 comee io 
liCht u the Laue of hu.rn&D ra.d1a.• 
tion experiments conduct.Id dur· 
inc the Cold War hu blouomed 

cleu ge.n.er&.lor b.Jih a1 the lnlo a na.tlcww eeenda! ..tth """°' 
Ma.sS&ChUlle'ttl Institute of Tech· 1"Cp0r1S claJmtr., rae&l"CMr'S -
nolofY ln 1S40 provided accNC of lnch.wlinc � at Harvard 
New �1cland !l\cililies with n.· tJnJvenlly and MlT - u:ix-,d 
dioactlve ilot.Opu for uae in hu• hundred, o! aometimee �War 
m&11 medic&J Lts1a and I.Ddu.ttri&l I u \> j e cu to ·

dnscs or ra.dl.& • 

wna d dcu&'t caJcul&Uon." he 
u1d. 

Enero Secr e tary �

� 
bu mowi!ed a 

veitiptJan of human radiation 
expa1me.ntl and hu cal)ed for 
compenatJon d lndMdu&la who 
zn&y h&w putkipated tn such 
cxperi1Deaa&. 

A u.a. Pm:trtrncm of EnerQ 
.. hurna.n experimentation hot 
11ne· let up to aeld· claim, over· 
aow.d )"llt,erd&y, ottlclah S&ld. 

A 1N5 doc:,m:)ct wmmaru· 
lnC a.cuvtt1a at the IIJT � 
Uvtty C,e:nt,:r from ta. to 1HG in· 
dlca.ta rMWrcstue form, o! 
lcd!ne · and· other '9oto�• ""ere 
shipped to a nwnba' of �on· 
area faci.LWea 1D the JHOs. · 

The recorda lbaw th.at MGH 
1n 19'3 and 1H4 reocived ra.d1oac• 

· Uve todlne tram J.a'l' ror uae fn a
. study of Jta elfecu on paUtnta 
. with thyroid mcuboUe problcma. 

Grave'a d1eeue &11d other dis-procemu. Uon. Aai01\( I.be fadllties: Mula· 
One ol War• euta. . 

chusetta Ge.nerlll. New Enil&nd -n•• atudiea. : . Other uea facilit.i� Uut l'e· Deaconeu. Ol!)dren'a and Pew· • � .
,
· ceived rad1oac:tJve botopei tromBent Brtitwn �ln &6· whlch ran 

MlT Included: the Unlvenlty 0:ton, u we.11 u t al Elec· from lHO to 
' New H&mpahlre, Worccstet St.le. tnc CA in P1ttltMJd · 19H._ rave. the 
( Hosptw. Raytheon Manufac:tw--Ooz.ena ol cancer pa11eru a1 rad1oa.cuve 

Jnc Co. in Walth&.zn and lylv&nia sewral oft.he hoapt\&la v.·cn fiv• • -phoaphona to 
1:Jtctrtc Products Inc. in Salem. en dG989 ct radloa.c:Uve mA\eri&la • pa tie nu wh<1 

The record.a do not Indicateewn lhoqtl then wu Uttle hOpe �•-r. not likely W�RE� u.aet.jy bow many pati.cnta fflf:Y U14' wou14 improve. according to to• res�d. rather Ulan ,,to: llli bave � �ved m ttudj" con•stud.les puliUahtd iD a number of sick p,itlenta who ml&'ht do better, ; auctid at the ho,ptt&la, what rc­aidSlca.l jow'D&l.l in the Jttas. be«?�UM there wu a wa.r-�fd ; ,euchaa !mended to di.lcovtr, or·The papen. writien by Dr. ahrirUre of the radfoa� .ma• I. whcthar putldplnta wen e,cpli·Shields Wan-en. a pathologist at · teri&L . ·· ' · ! cWy Informed ct the expo,uru. New Enrlan
. 
d De&coness H<;llt. "Jt hudly aeemed fair _to me But Dr. BtltOI\ Burrows. chief� pro!CSICD' Al Har\'&1"§ _ __:_ the material under the.le �- · ... of ·DUClur medtdnt at the -De­

C.lr.ScOOOl._i1o ni,t uy whe:.htr the ·tioi\l for pulenta who � all pPO- · put.mm ct V«terana Att&Ju· terminally ill J'lltMr,f.S ...:.. lnclud· . babitity would do well with m� Medical c.emu in Jam&ic& Plain. 
,_..J al children _ were told readily avaJlable methodrl ; ct : ft0(td ra�ve .laotopn - in·"'5. 1ever ttt,atmmt."' WAZTen v.TOte 'tri • ciudin( Iodine - � stfll com·what they were fttUnJ. 

paper th&1 appeared In 1"5 ID the monJy UMd iD certain �cal�owever. ilf one �\:ody, u,n· American JOWTIII or the M«s.lc&l procodun:s. wch u thyroid con•du�l� l)ll ll lewcGN& p."\tlenla at lclancu. dltiona, and that dOHI re• Nc,v �I� t>ea,eone.u., � lomc patients "-'tte &1ven tbe IIUJ'Chen UNd In the 1ISOI did �tt Br1�, 'OiU<S:ren 

• lt&la materl&l In t.hclr OTMrc jwce, the undue nw to paUents. Ney., Enrland Baptilt � • atudv aaya. while others rot It In· ·
no t  

C-m, who lef'Ved u direcl·W:i.'rrcn said lhe · �-=� tn�ualy. Pauenu had eJthcr or ot medicine and bioloc)t for \he were cxmducte.1 "p&rt Y 
lished lcuke1nta. lymphoma C!" Jlodl·. Atomtc Enerp Commtaaton

I . VI 

anylhir\i could ·be aecomp 
lrin'I diseue. from lk 7-116!. W1"0'te in an -"ICIC toflhcm. partly \0 le.am whet� While W&rTen cancluded � ln the Amu1c&n Jounw of Public

t
ttic ctcect var� from t1'e · no palienls we� banned by the · He&1tb tn U.t that rad.io&ctlvt.. - s· trutmen1 "in the dose.a used.• he ! � were bdnc med ill �7 

9 
A dec&dt l&IU. in � '· admitted. lo a ""'per pl"Nented in lndual.rial and ed\K:Stlonal lnltlt�- ·MGH wu �vine ura,\ium co 12 r-

lerhtirw bMIJ1'I tumor patient. to lHl lO Uw American !u.diWR � Uons for NMIJ"Ch and therapy. \sP 
test the lm-pact gn their lddne)'&. cicly, that it WU lricky knowinC 
remrd.s supplied by U.S. Rep. Ed· just how much rad1a1ton wu be-
ward J. Markey tD-MA.14cnl inC .f�<' -personally tone been
-�-. Mt.......,...,,t ;.,_ "°"""""""' .,..,.., .. ••• eve. 
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Free up the documents 
THE ISSUE: 

Rl'rclations 
concemlnc 
Cold War ex­
periments on 
humans 

OUR VIEW: 

Enerey Depart­
ment's tra of 
openness 

hasn't cone far 
tnouth 

H
istory, ethics, med?· not mcntior: th.i: th.is resezrch into nut:itior. I 
cine and the soc1,I and metabohsr.t, sponsored by the Atu::uc ' 

contract underlying this Enc:g,· Co:nmission. involved radiuacuve 
society all demand co::1- substances. 
plete disclosure of the �either the Globe nor I.he Tribu11c round 
facts about the 1:uvern· proof lhilt tht: p.rtic,pants were physiully 

I mcnt's radiological e:x· harmed by the experiments - or assurance 
periments on people ea:· that they weren't. Out these arc only a 
ly in the Cold War. Only handful o! more than 800 go..-ernment-rur. 
the pri\·acy of still li\-ing radiation experiments. ind:.idiog many o:, 
human gwnea pigs shoul::! pregnant women and infants, in the years 
temporanly limit this 1::- 1.fter Wo:-ld \\'3:- Jl. 
dispensable airing. Full disclosure is also needed to expose 

With e.tch oew revela- the context in which these studies were j 
tion in the press, the neec performed. As Welsome explains, the appl:· 

for a full accounting becomes plainer. After ution of the miracle drug per.iciuin raised l 
year� of spadework, the Alb"quc-qut Tn·• meeiCi!I researchers' hopes in the 1940s, I 
bu11t managed to identify five of 18 ind1vici- just as the need to curt battlefield diseases 
u.il!' in,i«ted with plutonium at the behes! of lent their work urgency. 1n an atmosphere I 
atomic scientists in 1946-4;; th; Dpi'ji· of patriotic �cri!ice, many fe!t the ends · 
g,ent of �;�g-.- still refuses to name tne justified the use of hurr::in subjects. 
subjects,ougn all are dead. Tiu Tn"b11"t Others retaioed keen s.c:nJples and de-
published profiies of the five last November. manded high standtrds of d.isdosu:e and I 

Reporter Eileen Welsome·s inve5tigation thera�utic purpose. Some were a cW'ious . 
showed th:lt none o! the subjects ga\"e fully mixture. Dr. Joseph Hamilton - a pionee� 
Wonned consent: none knew that the "ra- of nuclear medicine. now essentia.J to the 
dioactive material" being :idministerec was diagnosis and treatment of disease -
the high!�· pote:1� milnmlldc element plutoni- he!;,ed supe:.ise the plutonium-injection 1um. used it1 bombs and power plants. or that pro�ra:r. l>ut illso wilrned that such e:xper:-

Ithe experimental procedure was not treat- me:1ts s.milckcd of the Nazis' exploitatio:: of 1mcnt for their illnesses but only ;i mu."'!� of concent:-at:on camp inmates. He himsc'.� 
studying plutoniwn's effect 011 human tis- died of radi:.tion-induced leukemia at the Isue$. Indeed, Wel:o;ome·s conclusions cast c age of <9 
somewh:at dubious light on EnerOj Secre-2 Energy Secret.ary Hu.el O'u:uy pro- I tarv Hue! O'Learv's assertions ueso,y CWffl5 a new e:a o! openness, even u her 
tha{ a are�t ma;ority of the 600 to 800 department ignores formal requests for doc• I 
hWNn bein�s who were subject to experi• wnents and withholds deceased subjects' 
mvit.ition did so with informed consent. names. But the Cold War is over, aod 

Also this week, the Boston Globe reported n.itional security no longer justifies hiding 
that 19 mentally r�tarded teen-age boys at a these government actions, if it ever did. On 
ttatc school in Fernald, Mass., ingested tile contrary, Ameri�ns nee<! to know what 
ndioactive iron and calcium in their break- W3!> done in their name in the past, even as 
fast cereal in experiments from 19,6 to ne,\" bioelhi�l dilemmas fast press upon 
1956. Consent forms mailed to parents did them. 

NEwsEx,RESS 

PAGE\OF� 
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preparing public opinion for the costly clean-up

1950 at the height of Cold War fear and frrn^
will have to advise the Justice Department to

by the Hitler regime. Whatever the horrors now

tlon Studies. It can turn out to be authority In­

fected by opportunism and arrogance.

the atmosphere at great risk to close-in observers

-Coming dean’ is Secretary Q-Leary’s battle cry.

Pfi£$S

OF..

M

PAGE

that those who sufTered from official

aSHnTay-^u-nfalrtoapply 1990s stand­

arts to nuclear authorities 30 and 40 years ago

lying and reckless endangerment encouraged by

the Soviet menace.
Many bad things were done by officials and sci­

entists who thought they were doing good^durtng 

country cannot 'come clean' until it confronts its

But if it Is society's duty to learn from past 

mistakes, then the willingness of doctors to con­
duct experiments on convicts, the rr'cn^>’ retf/‘r

and unsusp=tlng (opuMow

hundreds of billions of dollar to be contained.

The Buchenwald Touch

XS'X’aS the insistence that those who sutlensd totn offlcisl

ddtaatc aSXdon human bdngs dwpBnl apply 1990s stand-

by the Hitler^me.to nuclear authorities 30 and 40 years ago 
being unveiled about this nabon s nudear weap- imminent war with the Soviet Union

^S^^mw^andintheogilun

XiBcmstdapmsidenluCtheCcnUrrortU^. pewta ,Qn, from

until now. subjected hundreds of American citizens

times safe levels, unleashed radioactive clouds in

ES“--“=s
!°_1dSrL.TS.iSSXdSXds in successive administrations in the name of fighting

Many bad things were done by officials and scl-

nudeaipast
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plutonium inid radioactive iodine.

Blandi what might happen to hto 
and what hia other chokes are. Fl-

Tor thia msraJ initiative to come
not tram Congress but from the gov- 
cnment and the Department [of En-’
ergyl is breathtaking to someone like involved In ft through her interest in 
me following It all these years.' he •• women’* health movement of
sail the early 1970k when ahe was a

Dr. Ftden said no one really gr,A,iatf atiAnt at the UnNersfty 
knows bow many people were affect- After earning a masxa'a de­
ed. or even how many studies there gt/ln the humanitiea. at* cnntln-

Ethics. She U married to Turn Beau-

tlma should be compensated.
’i— - ~ ~ • .....

the dutia tf her taak face have not

to the experiment* and that the vie-

Whlie Dn Faden explained that

>. I 
:two

Champ, who tcacncs pniK»v>j — 
Georgetown Unlvtrstty.

Staff writers Laura. Upptnan

philosophy M

Statf utters l^ura Lippman

Tlm«

were drawn
been finaltoi she said ft to her un- ^ulafloasiudiea on human «ib- 
derstandlng that ft will review each tlao must, ahow there wax do
study that cornea to light and may „y to amduct the reaearth

--------^maotton tosjea. ..................... .......... .......... ,Kt* *'*-

gether experts in biomedical etfiio.
law, history. epidenUok©’. radiation

1 wot. Since Ma O'Leary act up abet 
toe for aubject* and their Birvrvwfc 
the Energy Department has been 
swamped wfth hundreds cf calls. 

The number — (800) 493-2998

many-it'* mtolly hard to draw fatal- , 
uu urt (hull there wfll be obvious 
mmtartecru made.' ___—

— ia open Monday thresh Friday. 
8^0 tm. to 4J0 p.m. EST-

*We will be looking at what can 
be done to make this right.'she aald.

■Matton issues, 
group will bring t> 
n biomedical ethica.

law, history, epidemlolo^. radiation
medicine and radiation biology.
Member* wOl meet for a year and
may have preliminary finding* by
June or July, she aid.

This marks an important turn­
ing ... to have compassion for the. 
vv-^rTK.'’ catH Stewart L. Udall secre­
tary of the intertor under Presidents
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B.
Johnson and a New Mexico lawyer 
who has represented victims of nu- aaid. nibmission to teeing
dear testing. ,, . i ’ must be voluntary — the t®*®

must not feel coerced.
Biomedical ethics la a relatively 

young field, and Dr. Fadm

•We don't know to what extent 
abuse and mistreatment [have] oc- ( 
curred. We just don’t know bow - 
many-K's really hard to draw fatal- , 
kla yet. [but] there wfll be e*vtou«

Stores" the Unrreretty

formed conaent .
Dr. Faden. 44. la the mother eg 
idifldr«k.<»etoc^^o^

Dr. Fadcn cautioned agalnal In- 
vuklrC the Holocaust or other notori- 
ouTmedlcal experiment*, calling 
such ccanpariaon* 'dangerous and 

auwaasMJi* aMW • .
Ma. O’Leary aaid Tuesday that as I. jn oanuning each study, the taak 

many a* 800 f®pk were artyeded Ijf^ feck at several ethial

sues.1
man wt^ed*

must be voluntary — the peracm 
"^^o^ri^Tethia to a restively

involved tn ft through her interest in

derstandlng that ft will review each trrurt. show there was do

^Tthii tb^rTwere P0"^
fits, ^tonve to the risk*, Dr. Faden

“dt. Faders'* oepertise to. on in­

formed consent - an ««that w£ 
be the key to determining the extent 
rf wrong dorte by the lesarC r u 

She Sid that the core cf infermed 

consent to that the person being te£- 
etj authwtoe* the tests. But that au- 
ihorizabon would not be meaningful, 
she said, unless the person under-

eontoder axrr 
She said I
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Radiation Probe 
Called Impartial pfl

The head of a new Energy Depart­
ment task force says it will be inde­
pendent in its examination of hun­
dreds of radiation experiments 
conducted on U.S. citizens during 
the Cold War.

“I would not have taken the offer 
if I didn’t feel I would be able to pro­
ceed in a scholarly and open fash­
ion," said Ruth Faden, who will 
chair the task force. The Jlner^y De- 
partment's predecessor agencies 
hinded many of the experiments.

Faden said the committee will be 
up of experts in medicine, his­

tory and law The group will also ex­
amine the regulatory structure to 
ensure such projects won't happen 
again.
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radiation experiments at Fernaid
ers adopted rales in the last yean of

ued into the 1960s, but the Ejearch

K r..M.nu f.r

using radioactive inm and calcium.

PAGE

Retardation is jnveatigating theradl-_

dioartive calcium. At least 61 teen­
age boys at the school ingested radi­
ation in a series of tests to see how 
the body absorbs minerals.

But Masse blamed Fernaid 
school officials for some consent

BOSTON GLOK DEC 3 0 1933

MIT official tells more of

By Scott Allen 
globe staff

JSaS of the children alt made ation experiments that took_ place at 
S mention of radioactivity. The con- the Fernaid schooban^^b^h' 
aent forms were sent home by Fer- er slate maUtuuons. Also

iperintendent, Malcolm Far- US Energy Secretary Hazel
O'Leary agreed to send a sUff mem-

‘Thls was a huge 
new tool There 

was no fear. 
Today’s fear of 

radiation was not 
present*

FRANK MASSE
M/T rodiaiian proUXtwn dinctor

the prognun that strictly limited ex­
posure and required that test sub-

To share
Information
about tests

The US Department of Enerfir 
wants to hear from people who 

thinxmermay have been , 
invoked in federal supported 

radiation expedmantt.

Anyone with Information 
about medical or aaentiAc 
wenments on humans 

uwtodtocati

-n^e phone wiS be answsred from 
830 a.m. to 430 p.m. 
Monday thro*#1 Friday.

najd-s superintendent, Maicotm rat- —7,^^—
" Masse said MIT officials in the ber to help investigate the Fernaid

S’SXXSU' “p&Mn-surf^d
There was no fear. Today's fear of has previoualy been reported. He 
radiation was not present. You ^4 tests of Fernaid residenuthy- 
wouldn’t think of buying a pair of roid glands continued into the 1960s. 
shoes without X-raying your toes," requiring them to drink a solution 
said Masse. containing radioactive iodine. But,

MIT w« deeply involved in ap- unlike the 1946 to 1956 expenments 
plying radioactive materials to new ,— 
fields after World War II. including .... 
the tailed effort to build a nuclear- 
powered airplane. The head of MlTs 
radioactivity group, Robley Evans,
aerved on a panel that pushed unsuc­
cessfully for highly toxic experi­
ments on soldiers to see how much 
radiation they could withstand while
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Radiation levels:
Acwnilncto report*«*« 11 *'
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thyroid

Cvu*^» '**’ w”r’--------- .rems of radiation - 100 time* the *n-

work going on in drug studies where

1949 wouM have rweNed heomn W4 MIT official*,
their *pteeo«.radioartveUw*c**1<3?,'n’I_TkK/^ i. , hottar measu

'of nTditlon. MIT official* eslmau.

-------- traon would absorb

 
STom to ^^eeie*'and back_____________________

--------------------------------------- - for tesa toat were conducted m

ration, about what people get from 
natural source*, such a* radon gas.

W ^asse said similar radiation 

doses may be allowed on children in 
^h wd.y. -Tim U

wrtim *« «"•' «w7“- 
human child for pediotnc distnbu- 

tion," he said. _ _ _

from a review board today. Masse 
estimated that children who ate a se­
ries of radioactive iron supplement* 
u-ere exposed to 280 millirem* ofra-

the thyroid test* were reviewed by 

an outside panel before the expeiv 

"^M^iho »■« a member of the 

panel that reviewed the thyroid e*- 
Serimento. «d ^1 test «b>:U had 

to be at least 20 year* old and had to 
have a demonstrated problem with 
thyroid function. And no test object 
could be exposed to more than 30 
rem* of radiation-100 time* the an­
nual radiation people get from back­

ground sources.
Ma&se said the nutrition experi­

ments. which took place between 
1946 and 1956. involved so litUe radi­
ation they might still win approval 
from a review board today. Masse 
estimated that children who aU a se-

expos**•boux 4 fniiy,*m*

ftomf. _ ________

receives 120 mHtkem

■^ch as radon gas in th*

basement . -------------------- —




