



































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release January 18, 1994

EXECUTIVE ORDER

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There shall be established
an Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments (the
"Advisory Committee" or "Committee"). The Advisory Committee
shall be composed of not more than 15 members to be appointed
or designated by the President. The Advisory Committee shall
comply with the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended,

5 U.S.C. App. 2.

(b) The President shall designate a Chairperson from among
the members of the Advisory Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) There has been established a
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group, the members of which
include the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, the Attorney General, the Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Director
of Central Intelligence, and the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget. As set forth in paragraph (b) of this
section, the Advisory Committee shall provide to the Human
Radiation Interagency Working Group advice and recommendations
on the ethical and scientific standards applicable to human
radiation experiments carried out or sponsored by the
United States Government. As used herein, "human radiation
experiments" means:

(1) experiments on individuals involving intentional
exposure to ionizing radiation. This category does
not include common and routine clinical practices,
such as established diagnosis and treatment methods,
involving incidental exposures to ionizing radiation;

(2) experiments involving intentional environmental
releases of radiation that (A) were designed to
test human health effects of ionizing radiation; or
(B) were designed to test the extent of human exposure
to ionizing radiation.

Consistent with the provisions set forth in paragraph (b) of
this section, the Advisory Committee shall also provide advice,
information, and recommendations on the following experiments:

more

(OVER)



2

(1) the experiment into the atmospheric diffusion of
radioactive gases and test of detectability, commonly
referred to as "the Green Run test," by the former
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and the Air Force in
December 1949 at the Hanford Reservation in Richland,
Washington;

(2) two radiation warfare field experiments conducted
at the AEC’s Oak Ridge office in 1948 involving gamma
radiation released from non-bomb point sources at or
near ground level;

(3) six tests conducted during 1949-1952 of radiation
warfare ballistic dispersal devices containing
radioactive agents at the U.S. Army’s Dugway, Utah,
site;

(4) four atmospheric radiation-tracking tests in 1950
at Los Alamos, New Mexico; and

(5) any other similar experiment that may later be
identified by the Human Radiation Interagency Working

Group.

The Advisory Committee shall review experiments conducted from
1944 to May 30, 1974. Human radiation experiments undertaken
after May 30, 1974, the date of issuance of the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare ("DHEW") Regulations for the
Protection of Human Subjects (45 C.F.R. 46), may be sampled to
determine whether further inquiry into experiments is warranted.
Further inquiry into experiments conducted after May 30, 1974,
may be pursued if the Advisory Committee determines, with the
concurrence of the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group,
that such inquiry is warranted.

(b) (1) The Advisory Committee shall determine the ethical
and scientific standards and criteria by which it shall evaluate
human radiation experiments, as set forth in paragraph (a) of
this section. The Advisory Committee shall consider whether
(A) there was a clear medical or scientific purpose for the
experiments; (B) appropriate medical follow-up was conducted;
and (C) the experiments’ design and administration adequately
met the ethical and scientific standards, including standards of
informed consent, that prevailed at the time of the experiments
and that exist today.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall evaluate the extent
to which human radiation experiments were consistent with
applicable ethical and scientific standards as determined by
the Committee pursuant to paragraph (b) (1) of this section. If
deemed necessary for such an assessment, the Committee may carry
out a detailed review of experiments and associated records to
the extent permitted by law.

(3) If required to protect the health of individuals who
were subjects of a human radiation experiment, or their
descendants, the Advisory Committee may recommend to the Human
Radiation Interagency Working Group that an agency notify
particular subjects of an experiment, or their descendants, of
any potential health risk or the need for medical follow-up.

more
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(4) The Advisory Committee may recommend further policies,
as needed, to ensure compliance with recommended ethical and
scientific standards for human radiation experiments.

(5) The Advisory Committee may carry out such additional
functions as the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group may
from time to time request.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of executive
departments and agencies shall, to the extent permitted by law,
provide the Advisory Committee with such information as it may
require for purposes of carrying out its functions.

(b) Members of the Advisory Committee shall be compensated
in accordance with Federal law. Committee members may be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, to the extent permitted by law for persons serving
intermittently in the government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

(c) To the extent permitted by law, and subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Department of Energy
shall provide the Advisory Committee with such funds as may be
necessary for the performance of its functions.

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Notwithstanding the
provisions of any other Executive order, the functions of the
President under the Federal Advisory Committee Act that are
applicable to the Advisory Committee, except that of reporting
annually to the Congress, shall be performed by the Human
Radiation Interagency Working Group, in accordance with the
guidelines and procedures established by the Administrator of
General Services.

(b) The Advisory Committee shall terminate 30 days after
submitting its final report to the Human Radiation Interagency
Working Group.

(c) This order is intended only to improve the internal
management of the executive branch and it is not intended to
create any right, benefit, trust, or responsibility, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by a party against
the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 15, 1994.
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ATTACHMENT 3
RECOMMENDATIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS ISSUES

PRESS BRTEFINGS

Informational updates should be provided by the Interagency
Working Group to the press at least weekly in written form or
through press briefings.

One of three forms should be chosen dependi@q nn:-the ;significance

of ;he news to be announced:

WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING: Major announcements.
(e.g. — Appointment of Advisory Board)

OUTREACH GROUP BRIEFING: To answer press questions when
necessary.
Conducted by PA directors.

WRITTEN BRIEFING: Weekly update to show movement and
responsiveness.

Further, agencies can and should conduct agency-specific
briefings and news releases as needed; these should be
coordinated on the daily white House conference call with public
affairs directors.

RELEASE OF RECORDS

- Records should be made public at the earliest point possible in

the retrieval process:

* Copies of records which are clearly public,
unclassified and contain no privacy information
should be made available immediately by field sites
as they are located.

* Records which cannot be released immediately should
be released by agencies as soon as they are redacted
or declassified and turned over to the Advisory
Group.

* Any indexes, inventories of records or lists of
experiments located in agency files should be made
available to the press proactively as soon as they
are located.

The Outreach and Communications Committee working with the
Records Retrieval Committee and the Public Affairs Directors of
all agencies will design a common process for making records
available to the 'large numbers of requesters expected.
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Department of

Veterans Affairs News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BROWN ORDERS SEARCH OF VA EOSPITALS FOR NUCLEAR MEDICINE RESEARCH RECORDS

Washinéton, Jan. 7 — Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown
announced today that the Department of Veterans Affairs has directed its
hospitals to begin immediately a search for records on radioisotope
nuclear medicine or radiation research between the years 1947 and 1979.

"I believe that every VA hospital must now act in the best interests
of anyone who has ever been treated, examined or involved in research in a
VA facility by aggressively conducting this review, I am committed %o
searching for the truth," said Brown.

This step is being taken because a review of centrally held research
and-nuclear medicine records has revealed no information on specific
research projects, protocols or human subjects.

The infcrmation being reguested from hospitals includes radioisotope
committee minutes; radiation safety committee minutes; Nuclear Regulatory
Comnission/Atomic Energy Cormmission licensing files: research files;
protocols and research reports from individual studies; citations of staff
publications related to research; and contract.research activities with
affiliated hospitals, i.e., teaching hospitals, and private research
facilities,

The records on the research conducted at the VA hospital in
Framingham, Mass., which closed in 1953, have been located at the Boston
VA Medical Centér and are Eurrently geing reviewed.

-more-


















NATIONLINE

FROM USA TODAY'S RATONAL NEWS NETWORK

USA'’s blood supply
at critical level

The nation’s blood supply has fallen to the lowest level in
Red Cross history, curtailing surgeries and prompting the
agency's first national emergency appeal ever. “This is the
largest shortage,” Red Cross spokesman Feliz Perez said
Thursday. There have been regional emergencies, “but
never this many at one point,” he said. On hand: 33,000
units, less than half the usual. Blamed: snowstorms, the Bei-
jing flu outbreak in 17 states, and a normal dropoff around
the holidays. “We are afraid lives will be lost,” said Marcia
Lane of the American Association of Blood Banks. She said
elective surgeries have been postponed in more than 20 cit-
ies such as Dallas, Cleveland, Little Rock and Miami.

RADICAL FUGITIVE: Jeffrey Da-
vid “Donovan” Powell, a fugitive
member of the 1960sera anti-war
Weather Underground, surren-
dered in Chicagoafter 24 years liv-
ing under an alias. “I am proud to
have fought for my country against
the criminal government of Rich-
ard Nixon and I am glad not to be
at war against my country now,”
said Powell, 43, wearing a gray
tweed sports coat and close-
cropped hair. He was sentenced to
18 months’ probation after plead-
ing guilty to a charge of mob action
in the October 1969 “Days of Rage” Chicago street rioting.

MOVIE SHOOTING: san Diego police are trying to deter-
mine if the shooting of a woman watching Schindler’s List
was something more than a random act. The 40-year-old
woman, in serious condition, was shot in the back while
seated next to her husband, an off-duty police officer. The
gunman, behind her, dropped the weapon and fled. It hap-
pened during on-screen gunfire, but whether that was “coin-
cidental, or whether he knew that shooting scene was com-
ing up,” isn't known, said police spokesman Dave Cohen.

AP
POWELL: ‘Glad not
to be at war’

NASA CHANGES: NASA unveiled sweeping management
changes Thursday, including appointment of Carolyn Hun-
toon as the first female space center director. She'll run
Johnson Space Center in Houston. Women are 30% of the
agency's civil service work force and 12% of its managers.

MORE SNOW: snow-weary residents in the Northeast can
expect more of the same through Saturday. Up to 7 inches
of snow is expected on top of the foot-plus that fell earlier in
the week from Pennsylvania into Maine. “We're going to
have a double-barreled storm,” said meteorologist George
Klein in Boston. (Full weather report, 12A)

CITY LIFE: More local elected officials have a brighter
view of their economic climate than last year. A National
League of Cities survey of 374 leaders found 62% rated the
climate as very good or good, compared with 49% last year.
While economies are looking better, said League president
James Sharp, mayor of Newark, N.J., “the No. 1 hue and
cry in America is still the fear of violent crime.”

RADIATION RECORDS: sen.
John Glenn, D-Ohio, said the gov-
ernment’s investigation of radia-
tion experiments on unwitting
Americans should be expanded to
include tests involving drugs,
chemicals and pesticides. He also
seeks assurance that non-consensu-
al tests aren't still being conducted.
Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary,
who initiated the release of secret i o

test records, will testify at the Sen- AP
ate Governmental Affairs Commit- GLENN: Wants ex-
tee hearing later this month. pansion of probe

SPOUSE ABUSE CASE: Aurelia Macias, 34, and her hus-
band, whose testicles she is accused of cutting off with scis-
sors, have reconciled and want criminal charges against
her dropped, her lawyer said. Los Angeles prosecutors said
they intend to go to trial next week.

ALSO THURSDAY ...

» DISABILITY FINE: In the first civil penalty under the
Americans with Disabilities Act, Denver parking company
Allright Colorado agreed to pay $20,000 and add 400 handi-
cap spaces, the U.S. Justice Department said.

» HEIRESS SLAIN: Newspaper heiress Anne Scripps
Howard, 47, died at a Bronxville, N.Y., hospital, a week af-
ter she was found beaten and unconscious in her bedroom.
Charged: her husband, Scott Stuart Douglas, who is missing.

» EXECUTION: Keith Eugene Wells, 31, was executed
by injection in Boise, Idaho, for the 1990 beating deaths of
two people at a Boise pub. It was the nation’s first execution
this year; Idaho’s first since 1957.

» AIR CRASH KILLS 10¢: Authorities in Fort Drum, Fla.,
said Japanese newlyweds Kotaro Kato, 28, and Hiromi Ta-
kahara, 25, and six relatives were among the 10 killed when
a twinengine Beechcraft King Air crashed Wednesday.
The pilot and co-pilot also died. Cause: unknown.

» JFK FILES: Almost 73,000 pages of FBI files on the
assassination of John F. Kennedy and the investigation of
Jack Ruby were transferred to the National Archives in
Washington. They’ll be available to the public Monday.

» HOMELESS DEATH: An autopsy found diabetes, not
hypothermia, caused the death of Yetta Adams, 43, a home-
less woman found Nov. 29 in near-freezing cold on a bus
shelter bench across from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development in Washington, D.C.

Menendez jurors request read-back

The jury in the Los Angeles murder trial of Erik Menen-
dez had some of the most crucial testimony read back to
them before they ended their 14th day without a verdict.

The panel wanted the descrip-
tions Erik and his brother, Lyle,
gave about how and why they
killed their wealthy parents. “Of
special interest is how and where
they entered the room and started
firing,” said Judge Stanley Weis-
berg, reading the jury’s note. The
jurors also heard a read-back of
testmony about where Erik and
his mother were when Lyle heard
them fighting three nights before
the brothers shotgunned their par-
ents to death.

Erik, 23, and Lyle, 25, claim they
acted after years of physical and
mental abuse. Prosecutors say the motive was to inherit $14
million. Lyle's fate is being decided by a different jury,
which has deliberated 16 days without a verdict.

ERIK MENENDEZ:
Actions questioned

Written by Paul Leavitt Contributing: Carrie Ferguson,
Gary Fields and Todd Halvorson

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 1994 - USA TODAY-
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spoken of are replicated in some of the other agencies. We want to
coordinate that so that there would be consistent information
retrieved, frequently from callers into the lines, and that
information would indeed be shared across agencies.

Secondly, one of the principal activities of this
interagency group is to coordinate the retrieval of information which
is on all of the government-sponsored radiation on humans that were
conducted since the '40s. This will be done on an agency-by-agency
basis. Each agency will look at, and have already begun to start
that process in many instances, of retrieving the kind of information
so that all that can be retrieved into, so we can then assess where
we go from there.

Thirdly, in addition to those retrieval efforts, there
will be an important congressional piece to this. As I mentioned,
Congressman Markey has really been in the forefront of this, and
others as well. We want to work with the Congress as we begin to
keep them informed and apprised and to seek their counsel on our
activities. And finally then, the various legal counsels in all of
the departments will be coordinated in a legal committee.

So that is a quick readout. As I said, each agency gave
a report of where they stand, where they're going from here. I would
have to tell you right at the outset this is the first -- it's
preliminary. A lot of the questions you might have may go unanswered
at this point. There are some questions that are premature in terms
of what information we have, what we don't have.

I think, though, in summation, what you have is, the
President, who urged certainly in the campaign and through an
executive order, opened this in government to get information out, to
have the kind of government that is open and responsive to the people
that sent us here. Secretary O'Leary has followed up with tremendous
distinction and with the full support of the President, as he
remarked upon when he was in South Carolina. We have other members
of the Cabinet now that are earnestly trying to retrieve the same
kind of information within their jurisdictions.

Q Can you determine through any of the material that
you've received why these people were not informed, why it was
conducted in such a heinous way =-- that the experimentation on the
children, allegedly, and pregnant women, and who else -- was thee any
reason given for the total secrecy?

MR. GEARAN: No, there's not a real reason that I can
give to you. There are some instances where some consent was
apparently given -- asked for and given. How specific that was and
how detailed that was is an open question at this point. That's the
kind of thing that this whole retrieval initiative that we're
starting will seek to determine.

Q How long is it going to take you to try to gather
all this? And when will you have an idea of how much this
administration would be willing to spend on compensation?

MR. GEARAN: Well, as the Secretary has said previously
-- and the President certainly has supported that -- if it is
determined that the American people were wronged, we would have to
consider what appropriate compensation and assistance would be. We
would work with the Congress on that and consult with them on what
that would be.

The time line, I wish I could give you a very speedy
time line. We are working with all deliberate speed on this since
this first came to the fore, and we have convened this meeting the
first day back here. Now we're trying to decentralize the kind of
information so it's done very quickly and rapidly. I think by next
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week's time we might have preliminary reports along the way, now
that, for instance, the Department of Defense or HHS and the Attorney
General -- all the kind of Cabinet members are going back to their
departments to seek the kind of information they need.

Q Will the CIA be a part of this? And if so, why
wasn't CIA here today?

MR. GEARAN: Well, the National Security Council was at
the meeting today, and they will be working with the CIA, should that
be appropriate.

Q Will the CIA be involved in full disclosure if it's
determined, as it was in the '75 study, that they indeed were
sponsors of human radiation experiments?

MR. GEARAN: I think we have to determine what kind of
involvement that is. That's why we had the National Security Council
there. And the next step in terms of the CIA -- we'd have to see how
that proceeds.

Q Congressman Markey, on that point, has said he has
been assured by the White House in meetings with Phil Lader and
Christine Varney that the CIA's cooperation will be sought on this.

MR. GEARAN: I don't mean to be vague. I think my point
is in terms of today's meeting and today's participation. And I was
at the meeting as well with the Congressman -- that the National
Security Council =-- it's deemed appropriate that Christine has been
in touch with to ensure their participation at today's meeting. They
will now be -- a lot of what's going on obviously is we have to now
go back to the various departments and agencies. They're putting
together the kind of protocol that would be required to seek and
retrieve the information we need in order to make some best
judgments.

Q So we shouldn't interpret from what's happened that
the CIA gets a pass on some of this because it's a black agency?

MR. GEARAN: No, I think you should interpret that the
presence of the National Security Council will ensure that this
government is committed to the kind of openness that I think you've
seen in the past few weeks.

Q Does the presence of the Attorney General in this
indicate that you're looking at a possible criminal liability?

MR. GEARAN: Well, I think there's a whole range of
legal issues that are involved, obviously, and the Attorney General
will be a key player. She's a principal on the committee, as I
mentioned. They are looking at the whole range of legal issues that
are involved. I think it's premature at this point to determine
where we go from here.

Q Are you willing to pursue that if there's --

MR. GEARAN: At this point, I think we're -- what's most
accurate now for me to relate to you certainly is we're at the stage
now where it would be premature to say what kind of actions, what the
end game necessarily is. What I think I can report to you on is the
kind of openness that you've seen, that we're committed to getting to
the bottom of it, to getting the kind of information, and then to
make the best and most reasonable, informed judgment on where we
proceed from there.

Q I realize the nature focus is on Americans, but if

there is any evidence that foreigners were victimized in this way,
can they get compensation such as in the Agent Orange situation?
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BOSTON GLOBE DEC 3 0 1993

By Scott ALen

RV GLOBY. STAFT
Offcials at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology said yesterday
-that radistion experiments on men-
tally returded residents of the Fer-
nald State School in Wahhain contin-
ued into the 1960s, but the resenrch-

T
To share
- Information
about tests

The US Department of Energy
wants o hear from peopie who
think they may have been
lnvolved in (edenaly supportad
radaton expedmants.

Anyone with information
about medical of scientific -
@apenments of humany
s urged to call
1800-493-2998.

The phone will be answered from
8:30 a.m. 0 4:30 p.m.
Uonday through Frigay.

ers adopted rules in the last years of
the promun that sticUy limited ex-
posure and required that test sub-
jects be adults.

Frank Masse, director of radi-
ation protection at MIT, aisn con-
firmed a 1056 experiment in which
children st the Fernuld school were
injectad with minute amounts of ra-
dioactive calcium. At least 61 teen-
age boys at the school ingested radi-
ation in a yeries of tests to see how
the body absorbs minerals.

But Musse blamed Fernald
school officials for some consent
forms sent hoine L0 parents or
guardians of the children that mude
no mention of radioactivity. The con-
sent forms were sent home by Fer-
nald’s superintendent, Malcoln Far-
rell

Masse said MIT officiala in the
19405 and 19603 were very proud of
their work with radioactive isotopes
and would have had no reason to
hide it. “This was a huge new toolL
There was no fear. Today's {car of
radiation was not present. You
wouldn't think of buying a puir of
shoes without X-raying your toes.”
said Masse.

MIT wus deeply involved in ap-
plying radioactive materials to new
fields after World War II, including
the fafled effort to build a nuclear
powered airplane. The head of MIT e
radioactivity group, Robley Evans,
served on a panel that pushed unsuc
cessfully for highly toxic experi-
ments on soldiers L see how much
radiation they could withstand while
flying the atomic airplane.

The state Department of Mental
Retardation is investigating the radi-

‘This was a huge
new tool. There
was no fear.
Today’s fear of
radiation was not
present.’

FRANK MASSE -
MIT rodiation proection director

sticn experiments that took place at
the Fernald school and passibly oth-
er state institutions. Also yesterday,
US Energy Secretarvy Hazel
O'Leary agreea to send o stall mem-
‘Bertohelp-investigate the Fernald
experiments.

Masse suid MIT's use of Fernald
residents for research continued
years later than the 1958 date that
has previously been reported He
said tests of Fernald residents’ thy-
roid glands continued into the 1960s,
requiring them to drink 8 solution
containing radioactive indine. But,
unlike the 1946 to 1956 experiments
using radioactive iron and caldum,

f. - — ——

14

BUQ@SZLE;‘

N,
PAGE

PRE
OF



the thyroid tesls were reviewed by
an outside panel before the expesi-
ment begun

Musse, who ws 2 member of the
pancl that reviewed the thyroid ex-
periments, said all test subjects had
to be at least 20 years ald and hud to
have a demonstrated problem with
thytoid function. And no test subject
could be exposed to more than 30
rems of radiation ~ 100 times the an-
nual radiation people get {rom back-
ground sources.

Masse suid the nutrition experi-
ments, which took place between
1846 and 1956, involved so little rad!-
ation they might still win approval
from & review board today. Masse
estimated that children who ate a se-
nes of radioactive iron supplements
were exposed to 280 milliremns of ra-
diation, about what people get from
natural sources, such as radon gas,
in a year.

Masse said similar radiation
doses may be allowed on childien in
research today. “There is certainly
work going on in drug studies where
you must have the final answer on 3
human ehild for pediatric distribu-
l:on. he said.

Radiation levels: experimental and everyday
According 1o cords at the Femald State Schoo! and the Massachusals

nstwte of Technalogy, the experiments on retarded taen-age boys at the
Femald School from 1946 to 1956 lnvoived low leveis of RdioacUvity.

@ CNidren who ste saven meals comtaining s radioactive #ron supplement in
1949 would have received Datween 544 and 1,024 mliirems of mdirtion to
their spieens, whare radicactive lron can do the most damage. MIT officials,
however, sy that the average radiation to the whale body Is a batter measure
of expasure. By that standard, tha chidren nceMd 280 mdirems of eposure.

By comparison, the average person absords about 300 miliirems of
radiation annually from naturai sources. such as radon gas in the
basement

8 MIT officials estimate that cmldten who Ate two bmmm containing
radicactve mitk in 1954 received.up to 62 miilirems of radiation exposure to
Melr whole bodies, roughly the same amount of radiation as a chest X-ay.
However, the exposure to the bones, where radicective calclum would tend to
concantate, would be 70 miifirerns.

By comparison, in 3 {ifetime the average persan recerves 120 milgem
of radiation exposure to the bones from the faliout of nuciear explogions.

8 Chiloren who were injected with radicactive calclum in a 1956 experment
were exposed 10 about 4 millms of nqmion. MIT officlals estimate,

8y comparizon, that is the RGO 3 person would absod
from flying from Boston to Los Angeles and back.

8 MIT officials do not know the.exposure lavets for tests that wend corducted in
other years, nor do they know haw often each child paricipsted in them.

—
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@ Radiation tests were

widespread at Fernald

By NICK TATE @'\
ond JOSEPH BATTENFELD

Medical tests that ex-
posed mentally retarded
teens at the Fernald
State School to radiation
in the 1940s and 1850s
were apparently more

’

widespread there and at |
other state facllities
than previously be-
lieved. officials dls-
closed yesterday. :

According to achool
documents uncovered

Tum to Pege 12.

by investiga-
tors this week, Harvard Uni-
versity and MIT researchers
apparently conducted more
thanthe two Fernald achool ex-
periments that have bdeen dis-
closed thus far between 1946
and 1950.

What's more, Department of
Menta) Retardation spokesman
Gerald Ryan said officials have
“a strong sense” that medical
tests involving radioactive ma-
teriale at Massachusetts homes
for the retarded were widely
conducted In the post-World
War Il era.

“In reviewing the docu-
ments there seerns to be refer-
ence in the letters to other re-
search being done at Fernald
{that) may have involved ra-
dioactive materials,” Ryan
said. “This would have been
conternporary with the other
radioactive studies.”

Ryan said a new task force

- of state officials, doctors,

nurses and advocates for the
retarded will be created to In-
vestigate the tests at Fernald
and other state facilities.

He added it is lkely evi-
dence of similar experiments
at other state schools will
emerge as the probe intensifies.

Ryan's observations follow
ceports that MIT and Harvard
Unlversity researchers con-
ducted tests on retarded boys,
aged 19 to 17, at the Fernald
achool between 1946 and 1938

According to a report pub-
lished {n the Dec. 1834 {ssue of
the Journal of Nutrition, one

test conducted on 19 boys in-

volved feeding the icens one
bowl of cereal faced with 2 ra-
dioactive form of calcium to
monitor digestion.

Constantine Maletskos. a
former MIT rcsearcher who
helped coordinate the test, said
the radiation in the cereal was
not high enough to pose a risk
at any point {n the experiment,
funded by the Quaker Oats Co.
and the Atomic Energy Com-
mission.

The Boston Globe has re-
ported a second battery of tests
were conducted on 17 boys at
the school in 1946, before Ma:
letskos participated. The Globe
claimed an unpublished report
on the profect said seven meals
laced with radioactive iron
were fed to the boys — expos-
{ng them to 5¢¢ to 1.024 milir:
ems of radiation.

Ryan, the DMR spokesman,
said officials have come acroes
correspondence between an
MIT researcher and Fernald
officials referring to additional
tests per-
formed on
Fernald boys,
beyond the
two reported
this week. He
said officials
are trying to
identify the
participants,
who pumber
between 19

: KEY
and 40.
Meanwhlle, the Department

of Ener reed to Investgate
{he tests at the Fernald school
and other medical cxperiments
conducted at a former vete

rans’ hospital in Framingham

as part of an ongoing federal

problem of human-radiation

experiments.

U.S. Energy Sccretary Ha-
: U

an-expcriment participants
compensated, agrecd to use her
agency lo look into possible
abuses at Fernaid and the
Framingham VA hospital,
which was one of 14 U.S. “iso-
tope units™ where patients were
administered radioactive fso-
topes §n the 1950s.

UBS. Rep. Edward Markey
(D-Malden) aiso said he ex-
pects the DOE to cooperate in &
state investigation of the Fer-
nald case.

LCL ww < LI S
In a relsted development,
CBS evening news reported last
night that retired soidiers in
veterans hospitais msy have
been upknowingly used ss
guinea pigs In radiation experi.
ments.
Dr. Belton Burrows. head of
nuclear medicine at the De-

partment of Vetlerans Affaira
Medical Center in Jamalca
Plain, said veterans in Fram.
ingham were not exposed to ra-
diation risks, but were admints-
tered safe doses of radioactive
{odine.

But Burrows. 78. added that
the experiments were also de-
signed to help VA doctors rec-
ognize, diagnose and treat ci-
vilians who might be exposed
to radiation in the event of a
nuclear attack.

The U.S. Senate Labor and

"Human Resources Commiitee,

which i{s chaired by U.S. 8en.
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.),
announced it will hold hearings
next month on the radiation
tests. Markey said the House

will also convene hearings on
thematter.

Sources seid they expect
bills to be filed in the Senate
and Housc next month provid-
ing some compensation for vic-
tims who were cxposcd to ra-
diation levels without their
knowlcdge.

Louis Frankowski of Water-
town, who was born with cere-
bral palsy and spent 27 years at
Fernald. said yesterday he was
troubled by the news of the
tests. '

*] feel terrible about it, but
they didn't do it t0 only me.”
said Frankowski. 83, who was
released in 2976 and now works
in a factory. “It's a nightmare.
Boy.am ] glad ] got out of there
when [ did.”

- Helen Kenpedy contributed
to this report
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Radiation tests
on retarded ran
through 1960s

But limits placed on program

By Scott Allen Rb
Boston Glode '

“Officlals at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology said yes-
terday that radiation experiments
on mentally retarded residents of
the Fernald State School in Wal:
tham, Mass., ‘continued into the
1Y60s but that researchers adopted

“fules in the last ycars of the pro-
_gram that strictly limiicd expo-
“sure and rcquxred test subjects to
- be adults.

"Frank Masse, dnrccwr of radia-
tlon protection at MIT, also con-
firmed a 1956 experiment in which
children at the Fernald school
were injected with miaute
-amounts of radioactive calcium.
At least 61 teenage boys ‘at.the
school ingested radiation in a se-
ries of.tests to see how the body
‘absorbs minerals.’

“.But Masse blained Fernald
school officials for some consent
forms sent- home to parents or
guardians of the .children that
made no mention of radioactivity.
The consent forms were sent home
by Fernald Superintendent Mal-
colm Farrcell.

Masse said MIT officials in the
1940s and 1950s were very proud
of their work with radioactive iso-

topes.. “This was a huge new tool.
There was no fear. Today's fear of
. radiatlon was not present. You
wouldn't think of buying a pair of

“Today’s fear of
radiation was not
present. You
wouldn’t think of
buying a pair of shoes
without X -raying -

yOLll' tOCS
MIT s Frank Malse

shoes without X-raying your toes.”

MIT was deeply involved in ap-
plying radioactive materials to
aew fields after World War 11, in-

-cluding the failed effort to build a

nuclear-powered airplane. The
head of MIT’s radioactivity group,
Robley Evans, served oo a paoel
that pushed unnuccess(ully for

highly toxic experiments on sol- - -

diers to see how much radfatlon
they could.withstand while ﬂymg
the atomic airplane.

The Massachusetts Dcpartment
of Mental Relardation is Investi-
gating the radiation experiments
that took- place at the Fernald
school and possibly other Massa-
chusetts Institutions. Also yester-
day., Ener Secretar

O‘'Leary agreed to senc a s
m'.e_mﬁér. to help -investigate the
Fernald expetiments.
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fORT WOWTH STAR-TELEGRAM

Frost seeks
hearings on

secret tests -

Federalradiation studies
‘unspeakable,’ he says

BYMaxB.Baker
Fen wanh SurTeemn

Rep.Manun Frost called yesterday for congressional
hearings 10 investigate revelations that Americans
have been subjected to government-sponsored radia-
tion expenments.

Frost called for the heanngs as more information
was made public about Americans being subjected to
these tests. Frost has also been meeting with the family
of the iate Elmer Allen of Italy, Texas, who was in-
Jected with plutonium between 1945 and 1947.

In aletterto House Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee Chairman John Dingell, Frost. D-Dallas, urged
that heanngs be held because what the government did
during the 1940, '50s and "60s *“was so unspeakable.™

Encrgy Secretary Hazel O'Leary said Tuesday that
vicums of govcmmcm-suppone§ radiation testing
should be compensated and that as much information
as possible about the testing should be made public.

O'Leary also panticipated in a panel discussion on
CNN television yesterday with Allen’s daughter,
Elmenne Whitfield. Whitfield said that she is pleased
withO'Leary's promise o release information bui that
it's long overdue, ol

“I'm pleased, but I'm-not happy.” Whitficld said.
“I'm not satisfied in the least when it comcs to the
release of information.”

Frost. who also represents parts of Arlingion and
Fort Worth, was already writing legisiation 1o provide
compensation for the survivors of those who had becn
involved in the plutonium tests. He said that legista-

. tion will likely be broadened to include an-one.who

_was used as a guinea pig.

DEC 30 1993

“ltalkedto O'Leary today and she thought it was the
nghtthingtodo.” Frosisaid. My stafTand hers will be
meetingon thisnext week.

“We are ouiraged by disclosurss that Americans.
without their informed consen:. were used as guinea
pigs by government scientists.” Frost said. “That's the
::lind of thing Nazi Germany did during World War

Allen, who died at agc 80 on June 30. 199]. was

(More on FROST on Page 18)

injected with plutonium during the
19403 as part of 8 secret government
experiment to try to determine how
much of the radioactive element a
personhad encountered.

Allen was injected July 18, 1947,
in San Francisco, three days before
his leg was amputated for what do¢c-
tors descnibed as pre-existing bone
cancer. He and the 17 others in-
Jected were nottoldthe nature of the
experiment.

Allen later said he had been in-
volved in 2 government experiment
but no one believed him, according
1o relatives, who said he was classi-
fied as a8 paregnoid schizophrenic
and was prone to alcoholic binges

“and babbling.

Allen's widow lives in laly,
Texas.
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WASHINGTON -

MNews in Briel

Califormnia, 2 other states
shorted In Congress as
thelr populations grow

Population shifts since 1990 have left Caltfor-
nia and two other states shortchanged of their
fair ahare of clout in the Houae of Representa-
tives, a Census Burean aralysis says Arizana
California and Georgia would each gain a ses: if
Cangresna were reapportioned, the analysis says.
(NS70]

DOE formailzes radiation probs

The Deparcment of&\e% has set up a task
force to examine of radiation experi-
ments onduczed on US. dazens durtng the Cold
War. Ruth Faden, head of the panel, said experts
in medicine, history and law would be on the
goup, which would be independent of the Ener-

gy Department. (N572]

Moynihan rape plan on home care

Sen. Dante! Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y ., ssid
Wednesday that the Clinton administrazion had

proposed an inequitable formula for distributing
money to states for long<erm care for people lv-
{ng 2t home. Under the faroula,
the goverrunent would pay more
beneflts in states with low per
capita incomaa. Moynihan sald
that approach would short-
change states il his, which has
a comparadvely Nigh per capita
{ncaime but also large numbers
of poor people. Moynihan, heads
the flnance comanitiee, which
will begin revamping health care
early next year. Moynihan and

Moynihan

Gov. Mano Cuomo of New York have criticlzed
the current Medicaid formula, which ts based
solely on a stare's per capita income. [N571)

From Mereury Neua Wire Sorvm

%] Mercury Center
METRLTING ON PAGE 24
B The number n Drackets alter aach bnsf @ 8 code
that can De vsed 10 cdtan the hatf 1l ol the story In
Meaary Cantar.
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CoLD WAR LEGACY .

Victims of radiation tests deserve compensation

HE COLD WAR .and the atomic

I age combined to create a cli-

mate of fear in which some

horrific things were sanctioned in the
name of national securi-y.

Energy Secretary Hazel O'Learv has
blown the whistle on a series of feder-
ally funded experiments on hundreds
of Americans to determ: ne the effects
of radiation. Most of them occurred in
the 1940s, '50s and early '60s under the
Energy Department’'s predecessor, the
Atomic Energy Commiscion. They are
now coming to light as previously se-
cret government files are opened.

O’Leary estimates from documents
available to date that 600 to 800 peo-
ple were subjected to the tests. She
said that while most gave their in-
formed consent, others did not. And no
effort was made to follow them to de-
termine how the exposure to radioac-
tive materials had affect:d them.

Directing the Energy D2partment to
trace these test subjects &nd their sur-
vivors, O’'Leary proposed this week
that those who were not informed or
were inadequately informed about the
the experiments’be compensated.

Among the horror stories emerging
about these tests: '

B The injection of 18 opeople with
highly radioactive plutonium.

M The feeding of radioa:tive cereal
to 19 mentally retarded boys over a
10-year period without their parents’
knowledge.

@ Exposure of the testes of more
than 100 prison convicts to radiation to
determine its effect on male reproduc-
tive organs.

How these activities could have been
authorized in the wake of World War II
and the Holocaust can only be ex-
plained by the Cold War mentality. It
was this attitude in both the United
States and the Soviet Union that justi-
fied atmospheric tests of nuclear
weapons, depositing radioactive iodine
io milk worldwide.

Even at the time, however, a top
AEC biologist saw a connection be-
tween the U.S. tests and those conduct-
ed by Hitler's Germany on concentra-
tion camp prisoners. The New York
Times reported that Dr. Joseph Hamil-
ton urged his boss at the agency to use
chimpanzees instead of humans. Ham-
ilton warned of criticism that the ex-
periments would “have a little of the
Buchenwald touch,” a reference to the
death camp where the Nazis per-
forined medical experiments.

O’Leary proposes giving the facts
about the radiation research to Con-
gress and letling the lawmakers and
the public decide the compensation is-

_ sue. That seems fair. The goveroment

is already the target of lawsuits on
behalf of victims of cancer and other
ailments allegedly the result of the
U.S. nuclear weapons program.

Care should be taken, however, to
ensure that the compensation goes to
those who truly deserve it...
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8y NICK TATE -
and MICHAEL LASAI ANDRA

MIT was a clearing-
house for radloactive
isotopes used in govern-
ment-sponsored experi-
ments during the Cold
War era, providing the
materials to many of

the nearly 250 hospitals.
businesses and other fa-
cilities that had them,
records show.
According to docu-
ments obtained by the
Herald yesterday. a nu-

Tum 10 Page 14

clear generator built at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology In 1640 provided scares of
New England facilities with ra-
dioactive lsotopes far use {n hu-
man medical Lesis and industrial
processes.

Amang the facilittes: Masa-
chusetts General, New England
Deacaneza, Children’s and Petor
Bent Brigham jn Bos-
ton, as well as Elec-

- tric Ca (n Piuxfieid :

Doiena of cancer pitieris at
several af the hasptals were giv-
en doses of radicactive matenials
evan though there was little hope
thely would improve, according to
studies published in a number of
medical journals in the 1940s.

‘The papers written by Dr.
Shields Warren, a pathologist at
New England Dearoness Hasp!
and profesa At Harvay :

c«‘l}:'School: ¢o not say whetherthe-
} il petients — tnehud-

ing severa) ¢hildren — were told
whil they were getting.
However, it 4ng siLdy, con
dueted on 83 leukémia patients at
New England Deaconess, Peter
Beot Brigham, ‘Qhiidren’s and
Ncw England' Baptist hoqpltm.
Warren sald the  expeniments
were conducted “partly to see if
anything could ‘be accomplished
for \hcm. partly 10 lcarn whether
the cftect varied from the usual.

A decade later, in 183355
MGH was glving uranium 0 12
terminal brain tumor patients to
test the impact on their Jddneys.
records supplied by US Rep. Ed-
ward J. Markey (D-Malden)
show.

Records aiso indicate MIT's
now-defunct Radicacuvity Center
was anv of 360 aites in the naton
to boecive some 1200 shipmenis
oL radioactive (sotopes from the
Atomic Eneogy Commission for
usc in medical experiments and
scientfic research

They also show thai MIT was

o utecuymolwchmm

. available for non-military uses
.during World War II and abe of
the biggest distributers in the re-
gion in the ycars that followed

MIT's role in the distribution
of radicactive materials comes to
light as the Lssue of human radis-
tion experiments conductsd dur-
ing the Cold War has btlossomed
inlo a national scandal, with news
repants claiming researchers —
{ncluding sciertins at Harvard
University and MIT — -exprsed
hundreds of sometimes wrwitting
subjects to . -
dnacs of radia-
ton :

Onc of War- §C
ren’'s studies,
which ran
from 10
19¢4. gave Lhe
radioactive

* phosphorus to

- patients who 7
were not likely ~ WARREN

to ‘respond, rather than .io’ less
sick patients who might do better,
because there was a war-{inked
shortage of the radicactive ma-
terial i
“It hardly seemed (afr t0 use

tems of dosage calculation” he

sald
Energy Becretary Haﬁi_
has

vesugatian of burrman radiation
experiments and has called for
ocom of Individuals who
may have participated in such
A

experimenia
MMLWD%_
“human experimentation

line™ pet up to Jeld claims over-
fiowred yaxterday, cificials sald.

A 1945 docurpent summarz-
ing activitiea of the MIT Radioas-
tivity Corter from 1834 to 1045 In-
dicates radicactive forme of
fodine and other (sotopes were
ahipped to & number of Boston-
area (acilities in the 1840s.”

The records show that MGH
{n 1343 and 1944 reccived radioac-
tive jodine fram MIT for use in a

. fudy of its effects on patenis

T et

‘the material under these céndi-- -

bability would do well with mare

readily availadle methods  of
treatment,” Warren wtote in a

paper thal appeared in 1945 In the
Amcrican Journa! of the Medica)
Scisnces

Somec patierns were given the
material in their orange juice, the
study says, while others got it in.
travenously. Pauents had either
teukeinia, lymphome or Hodg-
kin's disease.

While Warren cancluded that
no patients were harmed by the
treatment “in the dases used” he
admitted, in a paper presentsd in
1941 to the American Radium So-
Giety, that it was tricky i
just how much radialion was be-
ing given

“T have personally lang been

mteomaciad in WATA BrrlIvete SVE.

tions for patlents who in all pro- -

with thyrold mctabolic problems.
Grave's disease and other dis-
eases. .
. .Other area facilities that re-
celved radicactive fsotopes from
MIT included: the University o
New Hampahire, Warcestet State
Hospital, Raythean Manufactur-
Ing Co. in Waltham and 8ylvania
Electric Praducts Inc (n S8alem.
" The records do not (ndicate
exactly how many patients may
have been {nvalved in atudies con-
ducted at the hospitals, what re-
saarchers intended (o discover, or
Ay Otarme) & e S
y f
But Dr. Beiton Burows chief
of -nuclear medicine at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Medica) Center in Jamalca Plain
noted radioactive {sotopes — in-
cluding jodine — are stfll com-
monly used in certain medical
procedures, such as thyrold con-
ditions, and that doses re-
searchers used {n the 18508 did
not pose undue riaks to pallents
Warren-who served as direct-
or of medicine and biology for the
Atomic Energy Commission
from 1947-1858 wrote in an article
{n the Arnerican Jowrnal of Public
Health {n 19 that radicactive
loopes were being used in 247
trdustria) and educationa)l institu- -
tions far research and therapy.
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Fr ree up the documents |

istory, ethics, med:- not mention tha: this research inte nutntion ,

;:fe"s.i‘ii’ Hcinc and the social and metabolism, sponsored by the AA tormue |
N eTHing contract underjying this Encrgy Commission. involved radivactve |
Eotd Warex! society all demand com-  substances.
FeiimEntsoh plete disclosure of the Neither the Globe nor the Tribune {ound |
i facts'about.thc ‘guvern-  proof that the pamcxpanls were physically |

ment’s radiological ex- harmed by the experiments — or assurance

periments on people ear- that they weren’'t. But these arc only a
OUR VIEW: ly in the Cold War. Only  handful of more than 800 government-run
Energy Depart-  the privacy of still living radiation experiments, including mary on
ment’s era of human guirea pigs should pregnant women and infants, in the years
epenness temporaniy limit this 1z-  afer Wozld War 11
hasn'tgonefar  gispensadle airing. Full disclosure is also needed to expose
enough With each pew revela- the context in which these studies were

tion in the press, the nee¢  periormecd. As Welsome explains, the appl:-
for a {ull accounting becomes plainer. After cation of the miracle drug peniciliin raised
years of spadeworw, the Albuquerque Tri- mecical researchers’ hopes in the 1940s,
bune managed to identify five of 18 individ- just as the need to cure battlefield diseases
uals injected witk plutonium at the behest of lent their work urgency. In an atmosphere
atomic scienzists in 1946-47; the Deozil- of patriotic sacrifice, many felt the ends
i v stll refuses to name the justified the use of human subjects.
all are dead. The Tribune Others retained keen scruples and de-
pubhshed profiies of the five last November. manded high standards of disclosure and
Reporter Eileen Welsome's investigation therapeutic purpose. Some were 3 curious
showed that none of the subjects gave fully muxture. Dr. Joseph Hamilton — a pioneer
informed consent; none knew that the “ra- of nuclear mnedicine, now essentiai to the
dioactive matenai” being administerec was diagnosis and trcatment of disease —
the highly poten: manmade element plutoni-  helped supervise the plutonium-injection
um, used iti bombs and power plants, or that  program but 2lso warned that such exper:-
the expcrimental procedure was not treas- meats smacked of the Nazis' exploitation of
ment for their ilinesses but only a means of concentration camip inmates. He himsel!
studving plutoniwn’s effect on human tis- died of radiation-induced levkerua at the
sucs. Indeed, Welsome's conclusions cast 2 age of 49.
somewhat dubious light on Energy Secre- Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leury pro-
tarv Hazel O’Learv's asserfions iuescay claims a new era of openness, even as ber
a great majonity of the 600 to 800 departmentignores formal requests for doc-
human beings who were subject to experi- uments and withholds deceased subjects’
mentation did so with informed consent. names. But the Cold War is over, and
Also this week, the Boston Globereported national security no longer justifies hiding
that 19 mentally retarded teen-age boys ata these government actions, if it ever did. On
statc school in Fernald, Mass., ingested the contrary, Americans need to know what
radioactive iron and calcium in their break- was done in their name in the past, even as
fast cereal in experiments from 1946 to new bicethical dilenimas fast press upon
1956. Consent forms mailed to parents did therm.
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