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Serious Talk
About Need for Data

troops to varying amounts of radia­
tion, usually without informing them 
of the risks or seeking their consent.

At the time, the documents sug­
gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the 
expected hazards of military life and 
training — not unlike subjecting sol­

material into humans, continued in 
June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the
military and private researchers to
conduct radiation experiments on
humans, Dr. Shields Warren, the
chief medical officer of the A.E.C.
said in July 1949 that he was “taking

diers to live fire in training exercises
— and was not considered to be 
human experimentation.

The committee also found that. 
Well, we’ know now that muchmore “n,lr®ry th! thaJ. there was

experimental work was done than
anyone guessed.”

While the radiation doses received
by subjects in most cases were not
large, at the time the hazards of low
levels of radiation were not known,

little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

Ri.uwn But the ru,es ~ a nearly verbatim 
and consent was not usually sought. co|?.y o.f Nuremberg Code, a set of

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the 
Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine, made up of outside ex­
perts, to consider future human and 
animal experimentation.

Two years earlier, 18 patients — 
the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with 
plutonium to help track its course in 
the body. The committee has found 
that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con- 
-------- --------------- > was disapproved,

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness
of the decision making. “Frankly, we .... , t
did not believe before we started this aPPar®^t'y because they
that there was much debate and
planning done in connection with
these experiments,” she said. “But
there was, and it was at a high level
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment.

"That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether it was high-minded moral
reasons, or legal reasons or public
relations reasons — but in any case 
r
els that one could not proceed in the

Panel Finds Wide Debate in 40 ’s I

On the Ethics of Radiation Tests
I

recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. "It is 
desired that no document be re-, 
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. “Docu­
ments covering such work in this

Dr. Faden said that from the level field should be classified ‘secret.’ ” 
of Secretary of Defense on down The memorandum was also classi- 
through the secretaries of the Army, fied secret.
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military’s need 
for information about how danger­
ous radiation was to troops, how On Human Being's 
soldiers might react to it and what fc’
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,
and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.

“We are now piecing together the
story of the past, an unsuspected
past, to help inform the future on
these questions,’’ she said.

Among the papers unearthed by
the committee are documents that 
show experiments were debated,
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half
a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in-

nU?’.berf °Lk?0WK eXPZ’ ducted? WhYle^is0was disapproved’ 
rnents at least tenfold, to about 600. some individual exnerimentc in’ 
Mnsf pxnnrimnntc invni„oH . 'noiviouai experiments, in-

By PHILIP J. HILTS 
Special io The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The .number of experiments w is
some 10 times larger than kno.'n
until now, but there was also mo'e
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident’s Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government’s be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military’s
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy 
’merged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental 
purposes, Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. .

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation 
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research 
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:

ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 
War II — did not become operating

werecledared top secret.
One of the most important bits bf 

history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee, Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 

---------- - -------------  vasc consideration in even the earliest 
there was an awareness at high lev- documents of cold war experiments. 

---------- - U1e An At0™ic Energy Commission 
area of radiation and human experi- memorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
rnents just casually. They took it -- ----------- - 
seriously.”
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Using ‘Volunteers’
In the Military

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast. Each of these experi-

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily at universities, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or at 
least whose lives would not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments.

By 1951, it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment that it would be necessary to 
answer in detail many questions 
about the effects of radiation on hu­
mans, and that soldiers would have 
to be used at the guinea pigs.

In September 1951 the Joint Panel 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were numerous 
reasons to conduct human experi­
ments in atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents show that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried out.

an increasingly dim view of human 
experimentation.”

The debate continued on one track, 
but so did the experiments on an­
other, in the absence of firm policy to 
the contrary.

In 1949 a group called the Joint 
Panel on the Medical Aspects of 
Atomic Warfare was created to 
oversee the atomic-related research 
in the Defense Department. In the 
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it 
was noted that if ethical rules were 
adopted, “then obviously a great 
deal of our present human tracer 
studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute 
amounts of radioactive chemical to 
track the biochemical pathwa s of 
the chemical’s metabolism in the 
body.

The minutes also noted that there 
were “ethical and medico-legal ob­
jections to the administration of ra­
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it 
said there would be a greater culpa­
bility of the Government “if a Fed­
eral agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to 
initiate experiments using atomic 
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C., 
chiefly Dr. Wairen, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the 
supply of radioactive materials, Dr. 
Warren was apparently able to block 
some of the worst experiments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.
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ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
‘ Subjecting 12 human volunteers 
and 700 rabbits to the initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function of the human eyes and to 
determine the burn injury processes 
in the dark-adapted rabbit eye,’’ mil­
itary records show.

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in­
formed consent was obtained. In es­
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
told what the risks would be.

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A 
report on one such test, called Oper­
ation Plum Bob, begins, “The objec­
tive of this project was to measure 
the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et.” Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure.

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. "Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
“The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects.”

About 42 officers were included in ; 
a “selected volunteer program” in 
which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the .. 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con­
sistent set of rules to govern them,
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of ‘ 
Defense, prepared a memorandum ’ 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only "feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac­
tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo­
ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory
committee said this created the zen-
like question, “What is the effect of
adopting ethical guidelines which
are then kept top secret?”
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Serious Talk
About Need for Data

Dr. Faden said that from the level 
of Secretary of Defense on down

diers to live fire in training exercises
— and was not considered to be 
human experimentation.

___ The committee also found that,
Well, we’know now that'much”more th,e be.li®f th^.ther.e wa.s

experimental work was done than
anyone guessed."

While the radiation doses received
by subjects in most cases were not
large, at the time the hazards of low
levels of radiation were not known,
and consent was not usually sought.

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness
of the decision making. "Frankly, we

els that one could not proceed in the An Atomic Energy Commission 
area of radiation and human experi- niemorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
ments just casually. They took it K :
seriously.”

were declared top secret.
One of the most important bits bf 

history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee. Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 
consideration in even the earliest

recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. “It is 
desired that no document be re­
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. “Docu­
ments covering such work in this 
field should be classified ‘secret.’ ” 
The memorandum was also classi-

through the secretaries of the Army, tied secret.
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military's need
for information about how danger­
ous radiation was to troops, how
soldiers might react to it and what
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,
and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.

“We are now piecing together the
story of the past, an unsuspected
past, to help inform the future on
these questions,” she said.

Among the papers unearthed by
the committee are documents that
show experiments were debated,
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half
a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600.
Most experiments involved exposing
troops to varying amounts of radia­
tion, usually without informing them
of the risks or seeking their consent.

At the time, the documents sug­
gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the
expected hazards of military life and
training — not unlike subjecting sol­

little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 

...... . War II — did not become operating 
did not believe before we started this apparently because they
that there was much debate and
planning done in connection with
these experiments,” she said. “But
there was, and it was at a high level
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment.

"That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether it was high-minded moral
reasons, or legal reasons or public
relations reasons — but in any case

Seeking Tests
On Human Beings

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the 
Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine, made up of outside
perts, to consider future human and 
animal experimentation.

Two years earlier, 18 patients — 
the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with 
plutonium to help track its course in 
the body. The committee has found 
that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved, 
some individual experiments, in­
cluding the injection of radioactive 
material into humans, continued in 
June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the
military and private researchers to
conduct radiation experiments on
humans, Dr. Shields Warren, the
chief medical officer of the A.E.C.
said in July 1949 that he was “taking

By PHILIP J. HILTS
Special (O The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The rnumber of experiments w is
some 10 times larger than kno- m
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident’s Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government’s be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory com­
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military’s
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy
‘merged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental
purposes, Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. -

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation 
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They 
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research pro­
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the 
chairwoman of the committee, said:

Panel Finds Wide Debate in 401 

On the Ethics of Radiation Tests
i
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Using ‘Volunteers’
In the Military

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the pane) 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast. Each of these experi-

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily at universities, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or at 
least whose lives would not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments.

By 1951, it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment that it would be necessary to 
answer in detail many questions 
about the effects of radiation on hu­
mans, and that soldiers would have 
to be used at the guinea pigs.

In September 1951 the Joint Panel 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were numerous 
reasons to conduct human experi­
ments in atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents show that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried out

Army, Navy or Air Force 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory
committee said this created the zen-
like question, “What is the effect of
adopting ethical guidelines which
are then kept top secret?”

an increasingly dim view of human 
experimentation."

The debate continued on one track, 
but so did the experiments on an­
other, in the absence of firm policy to 
the contrary.

In 1949 a group called the Joint 
Panel on the Medical Aspects of 
Atomic Warfare was created to 
oversee the atomic-related research 
in the Defense Department. In the 
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it 
was noted that if ethical rules were 
adopted, “then obviously a great 
deal of our present human tracer 
studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute 
amounts of radioactive chemical to 
track the biochemical pathwa s of 
the chemical’s metabolism in the 
body.

The minutes also noted that there 
were “ethical and medico-legal ob­
jections to the administration of ra­
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent." And it 
said there would be a greater culpa­
bility of the Government "if a Fed­
eral agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to 
initiate experiments using atomic 
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C., 
chiefly Dr. Wabren, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the 
supply of radioactive materials, Dr. 
Warren was apparently able to block 
some of the worst experiments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.
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ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
‘‘Subjecting 12 human volunteers 
and 700 rabbits to the initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function of the human eyes and to 
determine the burn injury processes 
in the dark-adapted rabbit eye,’’’ mil­
itary records show.

The military's use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in­
formed consent was obtained. In es­
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
told what the risks would be.

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A 
report on one such test, called Oper­
ation Plum Bob, begins, “The objec­
tive of this projett was to measure 
the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et.” Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure.

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. “Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
“The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects."

About 42 officers were included in 
a "selected volunteer program” in 
which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the .. 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con- 1 
sistent set of rules to govern them, 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of 
Defense, prepared a memorandum ’ 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only “feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac­
tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo­
ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the

were
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of Secretary of Defense on down 
through the secretaries of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military’s need 
for information about how danger-

Serious Talk
About Need for Data

diers to live fire in training exercises
— and was not considered to be
human experimentation.

The committee also found that, 
contrary to the belief that there was 
little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 

 the Nuremberg trials after World
of the dedsion making“"Fran<k^y,, we “ did not bee01"6 operating
did not believe before we sUrted this !“,dS^“i apparently because they 

that there was much debate and
planning done in connection with 
these experiments,” she said. "But
there was, and it was at a high level
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment.

"That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether it was high-minded moral 
reasons, or legal reasons or public
relations reasons — but in any case 

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the 
Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine, made up of outside ex­
perts, to consider future human and 
animal experimentation.

Two years earlier, 18 patients — 
the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with 
plutonium to help track its course in 
the body. The committee has found 
that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved, 
some individual experiments, in­
cluding the injection of radioactive 
material into humans, continued in 
June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the
military and private researchers to
conduct radiation experiments on
humans. Dr. Shields Warren, the
chief medical officer of the A.E.C.
said in July 1949 that he was “taking

"Did we find new horror stories? 
Well, we know now that much more 
experimental work was done than 
anyone guessed."

While the radiation doses received 
by subjects in most cases were not 
large, at the time the hazards of low 
levels of radiation were not known, 
and consent was not usually sought.

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness

were declared top secret.
One of the most important bits bf 

history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee. Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 

---------- -   consideration in even the earliest 
there was an awareness at high lev- documents of cold war experiments. 

■ •--------------------------------------------------- An Atomic Energy Commission
area of radiation and human experi- memorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
ments just casually. They took it ----------- **------------------ -
seriously.”

recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. "It is 
desired that no document be re. 
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits," it says. "Docu­
ments covering such work in this 

Dr. Faden said that from the level field should be classified ‘secret.’ ”
The memorandum was also classi­
fied secret.

By PHILIP J. HILTS
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 - In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of 
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The «number of experiments w is
some 10 times larger than kno-'n
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident’s Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government’s be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory com­
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military’s
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy 
•merged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental 
purposes, Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. .

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation 
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research pro­
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:

ous radiation was to troops, how On Human Beings 
soldiers might react to it and what °
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,
and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.

"We are now piecing together the
story of the past, an unsuspected
past, to help inform the future on
these questions,” she said.

Among the papers unearthed by
the committee are documents that
show experiments were debated,
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half
a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600.
Most experiments involved exposing
troops to varying amounts of radia­
tion, usually without informing them
of the risks or seeking their consent.

At the time, the documents sug­
gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the
expected hazards of military life and
training — not unlike subjecting sol-
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Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast. Each of these experi-

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily at universities, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or at 
least whose lives would not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments.

By 1951, it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment that it would be necessary to 
answer in detail many questions 
about the effects of radiation on hu­
mans, and that soldiers would have 
to be used at the guinea pigs.

In September 1951 the Joint Panel 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were numerous 
reasons to conduct human experi­
ments in atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents show that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried out.

an increasingly dim view of human
experimentation.”

The debate continued on one track,
but so did the experiments on an­
other, in the absence of firm policy to
the contrary.

In 1949 a group called the Joint
Panel on the Medical Aspects of
Atomic Warfare was created to
oversee the atomic-related research
in the Defense Department. In the
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it
was noted that if ethical rules were
adopted, “then obviously a great
deal of our present human tracer
studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute
amounts of radioactive chemical to
track the biochemical pathwa s of
the chemical’s metabolism in the
body.

The minutes also noted that there
were “ethical and medico-legal ob­
jections to the administration of ra­
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it
said there would be a greater culpa-
bility of the Government “if a Fed- Using ‘Volunteers’ 
era! agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to
initiate experiments using atomic
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C.,
chiefly Dr. Wairen, protested, but
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the
supply of radioactive materials, Dr.
Warren was apparently able to block
some of the worst experiments,
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.

>Ay> OCTOBER

ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
“Subjecting 12 human volunteers 
and 700 rabbits to the initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function of the human eyes and to 
determine the burn injury processes 
in the dark-adapted rabbit eye,’'’ mil­
itary records show.

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in­
formed consent was obtained. In es­
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
told what the risks would be. 

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A 
report on one such test, called Oper­
ation Plum Bob, begins, "The objec­
tive of this project was to measure 
the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et.” Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure. 

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. “Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
"The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects.”

About 42 officers were included in 1 
a “selected volunteer program” in 

> which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con- * 
sistent set of rules to govern them, 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of ’ 
Defense, prepared a memorandum ’ 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only “feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac­
tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo­
ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory
committee said this created the zen-
like question, “What is the effect of
adopting ethical guidelines which
are then kept top secret?”
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 - In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The .number of experiments w is
some 10 times larger than kno-’n
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident's Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government’s be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military’s
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy 
emerged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental
purposes, Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. ,

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation 
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They 
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research pro­
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:

diers to live fire in training exercises
— and was not considered to be
human experimentation.

The committee also found that, 
contrary to the belief that there was 
little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 
War II — did not become operating

werecleclared’ top secret.
One of the most important bits bf 

history found in the hundreds of 
thousands of documents so far re­
ceived by the committee, Dr. Faden 
said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 

---------- -  -.......... consideration in even the earliest 
there was an awareness at high lev- d°cuments of cold war experiments. 

• •------------------------------------------- , An Atomic Energy Commission
area of radiation and human experi- memorandum dated April 17, 1947, 
ments just casually. They took it ----------- ***“’ U------------------ -
seriously.”

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the 
Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine, made up of outside ex­
perts, to consider future human and 
animal experimentation.

Two years earlier, 18 patients — 
the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with 
plutonium to help track its course in 
the body. The committee has found 
that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved, 
some individual experiments, in­
cluding the injection of radioactive 
material into humans, continued in 
June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the
military and private researchers to
conduct radiation experiments on
humans, Dr. Shields Warren, the
chief medical officer of the A.E.C.
said in July 1949 that he was “taking

recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. “It is 
desired that no document be re-, 
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. “Docu­
ments covering such work in this

Dr. Faden said that from the level Held should be classified ‘secret.’ ’’ 
of Secretary of Defense on down The memorandum was also classi- 
through the secretaries of the Army, fled secret.
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military’s need
for information about how danger­
ous radiation was to troops, how On Human BeinES 
soldiers might react to it and what b
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,
and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.

“We are now piecing together the
story of the past, an unsuspected
past, to help inform the future on
these questions,” she said.

Among the papers unearthed by
the committee are documents that
show experiments were debated,
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half
a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600.
Most experiments involved exposing
troops to varying amounts of radia­
tion, usually without informing them
of the risks or seeking their consent.

At the time, the documents sug­
gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the
expected hazards of military life and
training — not unlike subjecting sol-

“Did we find new horror stories?
Well, we know now that much more
experimental work was done than
anyone guessed.”

While the radiation doses received
by subjects in most cases were not
large, at the time the hazards of low
levels of radiation were not known,
and consent was not usually sought.

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness 
of the decision making. "Frankly, we . •
did not believe before we started this they
that there was much debate and
planning done in connection with
these experiments,” she said. “But
there was, and it was at a high level
of the military and scientific estab­
lishment.

"That is not to say what the mo­
tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether it was high-minded moral
reasons, or legal reasons or public
relations reasons — but in any case 
I’
els that one could not proceed in the

Panel Finds Wide Debate in 40’s I

On the Ethics of Radiation Tests
i



J
an-

.\!“Ae?lves.wou,dnotb^reat- !"ves^ ‘ts effect 0^X2

then obvi°usly a 8reat mans. and that soldiers would have formed consent was obtained.-I

studies must be discontinued.” Trac-
‘be_ Medical Aspects of Atomic t<*» what the risks would be.

reasons
W- . • ments in atomic bomb explosions, ation Plum Bob begins “The obiec
£ “ "ve was ■„ measure

neu-

T'Z/fi JVEiv
York times. wednesd.

OCTOBER
12, 1994

chiefly Dr. Watren, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the 
supply of radioactive materials, Dr. 
Warren was apparently able to block 
some of the worst experiments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.

Atomic Warfare was created to 
oversee the atomic-related research 
in the Defense Department. In the

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in- 

j -------.---------es

sence, the subjects were ordered to

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob- 

: were

5
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oJnJ949 X8 1 he Joinl least whose lives would not be great- investigate its effect on the visual
_N,ed‘.“1 AspectJS Of ,y shortened by experiments. function of the human eyes and to 

By 1951, it was clear to the mili- determine the burn injury processes 
tary and their medical establish- in the dark-adapted rabbit eye ” mil- 

, ment that it would be necessary to itary records show
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it answer in detail many questions
Xa_S_?_°Jed .tbat_if !th'cal.rules were about the effects of radiation on hu-

deal of our present human tracer to be used at the guinea pigs* 
studies must be discontinued.” Trac- In September 1951 the Joint Panel participate7they'were VoXalwavs 
er studies involve injecting minute on the Medical Aspects of Atomic told what the risks would be 
7rT7kn.h radloact,vIe chemical to Warfare prepared a memorandum In other experiment Airplanes 

IhaC\the bl°chemlcal pathwa s of saying that there were numerous flew through radioactive clouds A 
the ^chemical s metabolism in the reasons tc^d“c^humar^experi. reportjm one such test, called Oper-

were ethical and medico-legal ob- least four of the human experiments
jections to the administration of ra- mentioned were carried out 
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it 
said there would be a greater culpa-
bility of the Government “if a Fed- Using ‘Volunteers’
era) agency condones human guinea t .. 

pig experimentation.” ln the Military
The Defense Department tried to 

initiate experiments using atomic
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu-
man subjects^Officials of the A.E C ^Min^r ^7 red'iatioX eXp°Se.dJ°the flasb- Some eyes were

i the radiation dose, both from 
irons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et.” Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure. 

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. “Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were

protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
"The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects.”

About 42 officers were included in ’ 
a “selected volunteer program” in 
which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the .. 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con- * 
sistent set of rules to govern them, • 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of ' 
Defense, prepared a memorandum ’ 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only "feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac­
tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo­
ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory
committee said this created the zen-
like question, "What is the effect of
adopting ethical guidelines which
are then kept top secret?"

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or

from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast. Each of these expert-
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werecleciared top secret.
One of the most important bits bf 

history found in the hundreds of 
____  ___ ____ a t thousands of documents so far re- 
of the military and scientific estab- ce>ved by the committee, Dr. Faden 

lishment.
"That is not to say what the mo­

tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether it was high-minded moral
reasons, or legal reasons or public
relations reasons — but in any case

diers to live fire in training exercises
— and was not considered to be
human experimentation.

The committee also found that, 
contrary to the belief that there was 
little debate about the ethics of such 
experimentation in the 1950’s, Army 
ethical guidelines written in 1953 
were in fact far stricter than the 
current rules.

But the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of 
the Nuremberg trials after World 

________ ______ War II — did not become operating 
did not believe before we started this nPParently because they
that there was much debate and
planning done in connection with 
these experiments,” she said. “But
there was, and it was at a high level

In the fall of 1947 the A.E.C., which 
later became the Nuclear Regula­
tory Commission, established a divi­
sion of biology and medicine and the 
Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine, made up of outside ex­
perts, to consider future human and 
animal experimentation.

Two years earlier, 18 patients — 
the subjects of The Albuquerque 
Tribune article — were injected with 
plutonium to help track its course in 
the body. The committee has found 
that in 1947 the military proposed 
that more systematic studies be con­
ducted. While this was disapproved, 
some individual experiments, in­
cluding the injection of radioactive 
materia) into humans, continued in 
June and July 1947.

After repeated requests from the
military and private researchers to
conduct radiation experiments on
humans, Dr. Shields Warren, the
chief medical officer of the A.E.C.,
said in July 1949 that he was "taking

Panel Finds Wide Debate in 40’s I
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said, is that a fixture of current 
ethical debates — whether it is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a 
consideration in even the earliest 

there was an awareness at high'llw d°cunients of cold war experiments, 
els that one could not proceed in the Atomic Energy Commission
area of radiation and human experi- memorandum dated April 17, 1947,

ments just casually. They took it
seriously.”

By PHILIP J. HILTS
Special (o The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 — In the
early years of the cold war, a sys­
tematic effort to gain knowledge of
the effects of radiation from experi­
ments on human subjects was se­
cretly planned at the highest levels
of the United States Government.
The •number of experiments w is
some 10 times larger than kno’-'n
until now, but there was also more
discussion than expected on the eth­
ics of experimentation.

That is the outline of the complex
picture being developed by the Pres­
ident’s Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments after six months of
sifting through the archives of a doz­
en Federal agencies. The committee
has brought to light a wealth of docu­
ments about the Government’s be­
havior — sometimes furtive, some­
times ethical — that will force histo­
rians to rewrite part of the history of 
the dawn of the atomic age.

In particular, the advisory com­
mittee has traced the almost contin­
ual jostling between the military’s
desire for data on radiation and the
ethical scruples of some senior offi­
cials. Since no clear operating policy
Jmerged, the result was that some
ethically dubious experiments were
discouraged or disapproved, while 
others went ahead.

Last year, after The Albuquerque
Tribune reported on a group of pa­
tients given high doses of radiation
treatment for largely experimental
purposes. Energy Secretary Hazel
R. O’Leary responded by promising
to open her agency’s files, and Presi­
dent Clinton later ordered the com­
mittee to make a detailed inquiry 
into the experiments. .

The Tribune article and the previ­
ous instances of unethical radiation
experiments discussed by Repre­
sentative Edward J. Markey, Demo­
crat of Massachusetts, at Congres­
sional hearings in 1986 suggested
that a thorough search would extend
the litany of horrific stories. They
also raised questions as to what ethi­
cal guidelines, if any, had governed
the experiments, and at what level in
the Government the research 
gram had been directed.

Dr. Ruth Faden, an ethicist at
Johns Hopkins University who is the
chairwoman of the committee, said:

"Did we find new horror stories? 
Well, we know now that much more 
experimenul work was done than 
anyone guessed.”

While the radiation doses received 
by subjects in most cases were not 
large, at the time the hazards of low 
levels of radiation were not known, 
and consent was not usually sought.

But Dr. Faden did express sur­
prise at the apparent deliberateness 
of the decision making. "Frankly, we

recommends that human experi­
mentation not be made public. "It is 
desired that no document be re-, 
leased which refers to experiments 
with humans and might have an 
adverse effect on public opinion or 
result in legal suits,” it says. "Docu­
ments covering such work in this 
field should be classified ’secret.’ ” 
The memorandum was also classi-

through the secretaries of the Army, tied secret.
Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military’s need
for information about how danger­
ous radiation was to troops, how
soldiers might react to it and what
precautions were needed. The ques­
tion was how to get that information,
and how often were human experi­
ments necessary.

"We are now piecing together the
story of the past, an unsuspected
past, to help inform the future on
these questions,” she said.

Among the papers unearthed by
the committee are documents that
show experiments were debated,
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half
a dozen secret committees, which
staff members estimate will in­
crease the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600.
Most experiments involved exposing
troops to varying amounts of radia­
tion, usually without informing them
of the risks or seeking their consent.

At the time, the documents sug­
gest, being the subject of experi­
ments was counted as one of the
expected hazards of military life and
training — not unlike subjecting sol-
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studies must be discontinued.” Trac­
er studies involve injecting minute

The military’s use of the word 
‘volunteer’ did not imply that in-

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission’s ob- 

_j were 
irradiated, primarily at universities,

Atomic Warfare was created to By 1951, it was clear to the mill, determine the h»rn __________

the radiation dose, both from neu­
trons and gamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-1 rock­
et." Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure.

Another test was designed to see 
how well soldiers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations at night. “Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted in a light­
tight trailer approximately 10 miles 
from the detonation. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said, 
“The project was terminated after 
Shot 4 in order to evaluate the signif­
icance of lesions of the retina which 
were produced in two of the sub­
jects."

About 42 officers were included in 1 
a "selected volunteer program” in 
which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2,000 yards away. In other ex­
periments, troops were brought to 
within 5,000 or 7,000 yards of ground 
zero to watch atomic explosions, and 
were then marched to the site of the .. 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

It is not yet known what happened 
to the subjects of these and other 
experiments.

In February 1953, after eight 
years of experiments without a con­
sistent set of rules to govern them, 
Charles E. Wilson, then Secretary of ' 
Defense, prepared a memorandum ’ 
saying that volunteers should be 
used as the only “feasible means for 
realistic evaluation and/or develop­
ment of effective preventive meas­
ures of defense against atomic, bio­
logical or chemical agents.” The 
memorandum added, “The volun­
tary consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential.”

It recommended using the Nurem­
berg Code which, if actually applied, 
would be stricter than current prac­
tices because it required detailed 
explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the subjects to 
terminate experiments at any mo­
ment. But these guidelines remained 
so highly classified that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Navy or Air Force were 
aware of them.

Staff members of the advisory
committee said this created the zen-
like question, “What is the effect of
adopting ethical guidelines which
are then kept top secret?”

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured in the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­
cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant exposure if they flew near a 
nuclear blast. Each of these experi-

an increasingly dim view of human
experimentation.”

The debate continued on one track, jections. Hundreds \jf' p«)pFe 
but so did the experiments on an- i—J - J

In September 1951 the Joint Panel participate; they were not always

amounts of radioactive chemical to Warfare prepared a memorandum

the chemical’s metabolism ir the
body.

ments was carried out.
One of the experiments, called Op­

eration Upshot-Knothole, included, 
"Subjecting 12 human volunteers

tninCOin949a7 eroun callAd th» t™. ®um,ab!y mi?ht have benefited, oi at flash fromTix atomic detondtto^ 
PanJ9nn th ? ! )east whose lives would not be great- investigate its effect on the visual
Panel oni the Medical Aspects of ly shortened by the experiments. function of the human eves and to 
Atomic Warfare was created to By 1951, it was clear to the mili- determine the burn injury^rocesses 

at0T‘c'related research tary and their medical establish- in the dark-adapted rabbit eye ” mil- 
in the Defense Department. In the ment that it would be necessary to itary records show 
minutes of a meeting of the panel, it ir. i£-_li ____ ,
W?_S_?fled..t.bat.if ®thical.rules were about the effects of radiation on hu-

"■C" “ B,c“l **•“•«. a,lu mai soioiers wouia nave tormed consent was obtained In es-
d®?l J?™86"1 human tracer to be used at the guinea pigs. sence, the subjects were ordered to

In September 1951 the Joint Panel participate; they were not always 
A1specls of Atomic told what the risks would be.

> In other experiments, airplanes

reasons to conduct human experi- report on one such test, called Oper- 
ments in atomic bomb explosions, ation Plum Bob, begins, "The objec- 
and lafpr nnriimonic . J 

were "ethical and medico-legal ob- least four of the human experiments 
jections to the administration of ra- mentioned were carried out. 
dioactive materials without the pa­
tient’s knowledge or consent.” And it
said there would be a greater culpa­
bility of the Government "if a Fed- Using ‘Volunteers’ 
era! agency condones human guinea 
pig experimentation.”

The Defense Department tried to
initiate experiments using atomic
isotopes to conduct total-body irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials of the A.E.C.,
chiefly Dr. Wairen, protested, but
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the
supply of radioactive materials, Dr.
Warren was apparently able to block
some of the worst experiments,
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.
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In addition to the radiation tests, the experimental 
research using human subjects that has been identified includes

'*We are learning now that nearly 500 thousand Americans were 
subjected to seme Cold War era tests. In addition to being 
secret, this national security research was often conducted on 
individuals who had little choice in the matter, including 
nem>B-rs of the military, prison inmates, hospital patients and 
othar institutionalised individuals.••

(Washington, D.C.) — Rep. John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI), chairman of 
th* House Govern-aent Operations Committee and its Subcommittee on 
Legislation and National Security, today announced a Subcommittee 
hearing on secret Cold war era human experimentation sponsored by 
the Federal Government. The hearing has been scheduled for 10 

Wednesday, September 26, in room 2154 Rayburn Building.

“The shocking revelations last year of human radiation 
experiments conducted by the Government in the 1950's is only 
part of the story," Conyers said. “I am extremely disturbed by 
reports we have received indicating that during the Cold War 
there was a widespread practice, within our national security 
organizations, of using non-volunteers as human guinea pigs to 
test biological, chemical, and psychoactive agents. We have a 
responsibility to the victims and their families to discover how 
such experiments could occur, and to help them today.

"While the radiation experiments hive recently received 
substfiintial attention, other Cold War era tests on non-volunteers 
have not. In addition, the scope of the Presidential Advisory 
Committee on Radiation is limited to radiation experiments and 
does not include other tests which may have been just as 

injurious.
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the following:

Amy and Navy skin teats during the 1940s with 
blistering agents and cintxoents on 60,000 subjects;

Naval Research Laboratory full body mustard gas 
exposures during the 1940s on 3,000 subjects;

Atmospheric nuclear tests from 1945 to 1962 involving 
212,000 subjects;

Army biological warfare tests using radioactive 
compounds in 239 American cities between 1949 and 1969;
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Atomic Test Exposure: Officers Went Closer Than Enlisted

WASHINGTON (AP) When the U.S. military marched unprotected 
soldiers into trenches near atomic explosions, some officers went 
even closer to ground zero than the troops.

Pentagon documents show the 1950s tests included small groups of 
volunteers placed as close as 1.15 miles from the radioactive 
detonations.

"The story of atomic veterans is already a national disgrace, 
but the 'close to detonation' program may represent even more 
severe exposures of servicemen than has previously been 
recognized,'' Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., said Wednesday.

He demanded that the Pentagon send to Capitol Hill information 
about the post-World War II tests and any medical follow-up that 
has been done in the intervening decades.

Markey said he learned of the program through a single sentence 
in a list compiled by the staff of the Advisory Committee on Human 
Radiation, which is trying to document all Cold War radiation 
experiments on humans.

''My staff has previously received allegations that prior to 
atomic tests, some human subjects were placed at locations 
significantly closer to the site of detonation than the majority of 
troops exposed during a test,'' Markey said in a letter to Defense 
Secretary William Perry.

''Material released by the Advisory Committee would tend at 
least partially to confirm such allegations."

The allegations are substantiated in a 1982 document provided on 
request by the Defense Nuclear Agency.

Fact sheets on file at the agency spell out how many volunteers 
were put close to each atomic explosion.

For instance, a test called Badger in Yucca Flat, Nev., in 1953, 
involved about 2,800 troops, including six Army and six Marine 
Corps officers who were "volunteer observers,'' witnessing the 
blast from a distance of 1,830 meters about 1.15 miles from 
ground zero.

An additional 590 observers watched the 23-kiloton explosion 
from a distance twice that far: 3,660 meters.

In a test called Simon, 550 observers watched a 43-kiloton blast 
from 3,660 meters away and eight others from trenches 1,830 meters 
away.

Testifying earlier this week before the presidential committee, 
the National Association of Atomic Veterans used the Simon test as 
an example as it complained that atomic volunteers did not 
understand the risks to which they were being subjected.

''The closest to 'informed consent' these officers signed was a 
certificate indicating the participant had computed the effects 
expected in an open trench,'' said Patricia Broudy, the group's 
legislative director.

Badger and Simon were part of a group of tests code-named 
"Operation Upshot-Knothole."

Government scientists at the Institute of Medicine last year 
began a five-year study of radiation exposure of participants in 
Upshot-Knothole and four other atomic test series: Greenhouse 
(1953), Castle (1954), Redwing (1956) and Plumbbob (1957).

The study replaces an inconclusive and scientifically 
discredited study that found no clear cause-and-effeet between the 
atomic tests and cancer rates.
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The Defense Nuclear Agency has a toll-free number for veterans 
to call with questions about their own participation in atmospheric 
nuclear tests or the Hiroshima and Nagasaki occupations:
1-800-462-3683.
APNP-07-28-94 0908EDT

Some 200,000 U.S. troops from all branches of the service took 
part in 235 atmospheric tests of nuclear weapons. Another 200,000 
participated in the post-bomb occupation of Nagasaki and Hiroshima 
in Japan.

The Nuclear Test Personnel Review Program maintains a database 
on those soldiers. The database lists about 500 ''who volunteered 
to occupy close-to-detonation positions during events,// according 
to the notes of a January meeting of the Defense Nuclear Agency.
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Handful of Soldiers Watched Atomic Testing from Just 1 Mile Away

X X

WASHINGTON (AP) A handful of U.S. military officers watched 
atomic test explosions from trenches just 1.15 miles away from 
Ground Zero twice as close as other troops. Pentagon documents 
show.

That ''may represent even more severe exposures of servicemen 
than has previously been recognized' Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., 
warned Wednesday.

He demanded the Pentagon send to Capitol Hill information about 
the post-World War II tests and any medical follow-up that has been 
done in the intervening decades.

Markey said he learned of the program through a single sentence 
in a list compiled by the staff of President Clinton's Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation, which is trying to document all Cold 
War radiation experiments on humans.

"My staff has previously received allegations that prior to 
atomic tests, some human subjects were placed at locations 
significantly closer to the site of detonation'' than most troops, 
Markey wrote Defense Secretary William Perry. "Material released 
by the Advisory Committee would tend at least partially to confirm 
such allegations."

The allegations are substantiated in a 1982 document provided on 
request by the Defense Nuclear Agency.

Fact sheets on file at the agency spell out exactly how many 
volunteers were put close to each atomic explosion.

For instance, an explosion called Badger in Yucca Flat, Nev., in 
1953, involved about 2,800 troops, including six Army and six 
Marine Corps officers who were "volunteer observers," witnessing 
the blast from a distance of 1,830 meters about 1.15 miles from 
Ground Zero.

Another 590 observers watched the explosion from a distance 
twice that far: 3,660 meters.

In a test called Simon, 550 observers watched from 3,660 meters 
away and eight others from trenches 1,830 meters away.

Testifying earlier this week before the presidential committee, 
the National Association of Atomic Veterans said Simon volunteers 
did not understand the risks of being so close to the explosion. 

"The closest to 'informed consent' these officers signed was a 
certificate indicating the participant had computed the effects 
expected in an open trench," said Patricia Broudy, the group's 
legislative director.

Badger and Simon were part of a group of tests code-named 
Operation Upshot-Knothole."
Government scientists at the Institute of Medicine last year 

began a five-year study of radiation exposure of participants in 
Upshot-Knothole and four other atomic test series: Greenhouse 
(1953), Castle (1954), Redwing (1956), and Plumbbob (1957).

The study replaces an inconclusive and scientifically 
discredited study that found no clear cause-and-effeet between the 
atomic tests and cancer rates.

Four years after the first study, the Pentagon revealed that it 
accidentally included 15,000 people who weren't at the bomb tests, 
and failed to include another 28,000 who were there.

The Office of Technology Assessment, the scientific arm of 
Congress, also said mistakes were made in assessing the level of 
radiation to which the men were exposed.
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Editors: Veterans with questions about their participation in 
nuclear tests or the Japanese occupations may call the Defense 
Nuclear Agency at 800-462-3683.
APNP-07-27-94 2016EDT

Some 200,000 U.S. troops from all branches of the service took 
part in 235 atmospheric tests of nuclear weapons. Another 200,000 
participated in the post-bomb occupation of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, 
Japan.

The Nuclear Test Personnel Review Program maintains a database 
on those soldiers. The database lists about 500 "who volunteered 
to occupy close-to-detonation positions during events," according 
to the notes of a January meeting of the Defense Nuclear Agency.



A page from an old government report indicates

Patients Exposed To Head-To-Toe Radiation At 45 Hospitals

WASHINGTON (AP) 7 ~ 
that dozens of U.S. hospitals used whole-body radiation while 
conducting research.

Radiation sleuths probing Cold War-era experiments said Monday 
they found a list of 45 hospitals that exposed human test subjects 
to head-to-toe radiation. They are trying to determine whether the 
research was done for medical science, the government or both. 

But there were few details available about the experiments, 
according to the federal Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments.

"We know for certain that eight of the 45 were doing it on 
government-sponsored contracts. That's all we know for a 
certainty," said committee staffer Gary Stern.

"Could you have been doing this kind of work out there in the 
middle of the country and not be attached to the government? We 
haven't answered that," said Dan Guttman, the committee's 
executive staff director.

The committee has verified government-sponsored research at: 
University of California Hospital, San Francisco, 1942-46. 
Memorial Hospital, New York, 1942-44.
Chicago Tumor Institute, 1943-44.
M.D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor Institute in Houston, Texas, 

1951-56.
Baylor University College of Medicine and the Texas Medical 

Center, 1953-64.
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research, 1954-61.
University of Cincinnati Hospital, 1960-71.
Oak Ridge Associated Universities Medical Division, 1957-1974. 

The committee identified other institutions that performed such 
research through a 1975 list of hospitals that cooperated in a 
government evaluation of total-body-radiation studies. But the list 
gave hospital names only, without complete city or state 
identifications.

President Clinton formed the committee earlier this year to 
compile information on radiation tests on humans and to evaluate 
whether the experiments were medically or scientifically necessary.

The White House ordered every federal department and agency that 
might have conducted radiation research to comb their archives to 
help create an inventory of the experimentation.

Advisory committee chairwoman Ruth Faden said Monday that the 
Defense Nuclear Agency still has not complied with the 
administration's January directive.

The committee negotiated the matter at "the highest levels of 
the Pentagon" and now has "been assured that we will see this 
problem addressed and remediated in the next couple of weeks," 
Faden said.
APNP-07-26-94 0848EDT
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But some committee members questioned whether that was fair, considering that the extent of

must determine whether Saenger was genuinely interested in decreasing the pain and prolonging

Eli J. Glatstein, an radiation specialist from the University of Texas, said he believes therapy
was
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HEADLINE: RADIATION EXPERIMENTS KEY FACTOR IN EVALUATING DR 
SAENEGER'S WORK
BODY:

Examing the purported therapeutic purposes of Dr. Eugene Saenger’s radiation experiments will 
be one of the keys to evaluating his work, members of a federal review panel said Monday. 
The federal Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments held its most extensive 
discussions yet on Saenger’s work as it continued its look at Cold War research.
The White House-appointed panel is reviewing Cold War experiments in preparation for possible 
recommendations to the president and Congress next year about compensation for those involved 
or their family members. Members said Saenger’s work will be judged more favorably if they 
can establish that his whole-body radiation treatments on cancer patients at the former General 
Hospital in the 1960s had a clear medical purpose, not just a military one.
The Pentagon provided $ 651,000 to support Saenger and other University of Cincinnati 
researchers in the radiation work, which involved 88 patients from 1960-71. The treatments, 
designed at least in part to measure the effects of radiation on soldiers, are blamed with 
acclerating the deaths of at least eight. The committee staff issued a memorandum Monday stating 
it regarded a "military application was central focus of his (Saenger’s) work. This motive is 
discernable from a close reading of his annual reports."
But some committee members questioned whether that was fair, considering that the extent of 
whole-body radiation research that was going on around the country at the time.
The staff has identified that more than 45 institutions around the country were engaged in 
total-body irradiation research during the period 1930-1975. For the most part, scientists were 
looking for therapeutic applications. Saenger has claimed cancer therapy was the primary intent of 
his experiments also. "That’s the key issue," said Henry D. Royal, an expert on radiation 
treatments from Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. He said the committee 
must determine whether Saenger was genuinely interested in decreasing the pain and prolonging 
the life of cancer patients or "whether or not he knew this was not going to be effective but 
wanted to do the experiments for military information."
Eli J. Glatstein, an radiation specialist from the University of Texas, said he believes therapy was 
Saenger’s primary motivation, not military knowledge. "I think he was honestly trying to benefit 
patients who had disseminated cancer," he said.
Royal said the committee needs to see Saenger’s original research protocol, or plan laying out the 
reason and methods of his experiments. The advisory committee staff said it has been unable to 
find an early protocol establishing therapeutic reasons for Saenger’s work.
Royal said if Saenger was primarily interested in therapy, his selection of
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HEADLINE: MEMO MAY CONTRADICT PENTAGON ON RADIATION

BYLINE: Associated Press

DATELINE: CINCINNATI
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Saenger has said his main objective was to study experimental treatments for patients with 

inoperable cancer to see if he could stop the growth of tumors.

BODY:
A panel investigating radiation experiments at a hospital has found a 1950s memo that set strict 

standards for informing patients about such procedures.
The Cincinnati Enquirer reported yesterday that the finding represents a possible conflict with 

information the Pentagon gave to a lawmaker on Friday
The Pentagon told U.S. Rep. Rob Portman, R-Cincinnati, that informed-consent policy set in 

1953 by Secretary of Defense Charles Wilson did not apply to outside contractors such as those at 

General Hospital in Cincinnati.
Investigators are looking into whether Dr. Eugene Saenger, the lead researcher, properly 

informed patients of the purpose of the experiments conducted between 1960-71.

Saenger and other researchers from the University of Cincinnati treated 88 cancer patients at 

General Hospital with radiation.

The Pentagon provided 60 percent of the funding for the experiments because it wanted to learn 

how radiation would affect soldiers.

patients was puzzling
He said Saenger primarily selected patients who had tumors that were known to be resistant to 

radiation thereapy.
"If he wanted to fit into the mainstream (of medicine), it seems to me he could have enrolled 
patients with these radiation-sensitive tumors, but for some reason he chose to do the 
radiation-resistant," Royal said. Committee members also expressed interest in seeing the 1972 
American College of Radiology report that exonerated Saenger's work.
Royal said he wanted to know upon what documents that panel based its findings. 

Copyright 1994 The Columbus Dispatch The Columbus
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One main issue is whether Saenger completely informed his patients. Saenger has said he did 
nothing improper. He did not use written consent forms in the first five years of his experiments.

The White House has appointed a panel to look into Cold War medical experiments. Congress 
is expected to consider whether to compensate relatives of the patients when the panel is finished.

Relatives of the patients have sued Saenger and others, contending they had not been given 
enough information about the experiments.

The Enquirer reported yesterday that the secretary of the Army issued a memo in 1953 saying 
contractors - such as Saenger - should follow the strict informed-consent guidelines of the 

Nuremberg Code.
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"We don't know what happened in the case of Cincinnati," he said.
On Friday, the Pentagon told Portman that the strict informed-consent standards did not apply 

to contractors. Portman said he would be "pretty concerned" if the Pentagon's information is not 
accurate.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

understand what is being done to them and what the possible consequences are.

Dan Guttman, executive staff director for the federal Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments, said the committee still is looking into what standards were followed for the 
experiments.

, , The Columbus Dispatch,
July 25, 1994

The Nuremberg Code delineates extensive procedures to make sure human experiment subjects
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President's Advisory Committee on Human Radiation

still leaves a serious misimpression

subject radiation research from World War II toward.
sponsored human

The vast majority of documents related to radiation research were never classified.

id from Washington to San Francisco and

1

1850 documents related to this research which were classified have
Moreover, over

been declassified.

col le.

To the Editor 
Washington Post

many points in between

of over 200 people, is remarkable: over

and released and descriptions of the contents

34,000 cubic feet) have been prepared and provi

find these documents dating back 50 years

,ixed with unrelated records, all of which

Experiments followed by a correction Monday,

about the unprecedented efforts of the Department of Energy and other agencies as

directed by the President to find and make public all records related to government-

•:

Your article Saturday about the

are frequently poorly

inventory of 3.2 million boxes of records store<

.. The progress made by DOE to date on this through the work

110,000 pages have been collected, indexed

of over 500 collections of records (some 

ided to the Advisory Committee.

Beyond biomedical experimentation,
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The most daunting challenge has been to

■ • scattered in locations around the country intermixed with unreiateo recoros,

indexed if indexed at all. The Department of Energy alone has an

the President has also directed the agencies to 

a documents related to a list of historical releases of radiation, whether or not

*• I
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For example,

. A number of

. We intend to fully honor this
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l , the tests done from 1944-1963 at Los Alamos known as the Bayo Canyon 

series were conducted to explore the implosion process that starts a nuclear expiosion. 

This year, DOE released 133 documents related to these tests

.■ ion process itself remain classified because it is judged that they could

be used by a nation or group seeking to develop atomic weapons

members of the Advisory Committee and its staff have been given security clearances 

so that they may review the remaining classified material for themselves.

these releases constituted experimentation on people

radiation releases at the Hanford plant in Washington State and at theLos

■ Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico. While most information related to these 

certain information remains subject to national
events has also been made public,

security classification.

The unprecedented venture in government openness represented by the radiation 

experiments effort is a cornerstone of this Administration's commitment to rebuilding the 

trust between the American people and its institutions of government that is necessary 

to a functioning democracy. This requires coming clean when necessary on events 

that may cause embarrassment or even worse

commitment.

. The list includes, among others,

,, including the amount of

radioactivity released during each test. However, details of the design of the device 

and the implosion process itself remain classified because it is judged that they could
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Memo might help ‘atomic’ veterans

preparing a research program,

tests.
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Taxes certain as death for rich N.Y families

Efre B?agf)ington Cones Wednesday, juey 6,1994
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money. Eventually, though, sales 
and income taxes should produce 
additional revenue to even the 
score. But where is that point?

Assumptions used in Mr. ! 
Crown’s report imply that it could 
be 10-15 years down the line; other ! 
studies suggest it could be 50-60
years away — a distant horizon for I 
a legislature that needs money for 
the here and now.
• Distributed by Scripps Howard.

A Defense Department re­
search board proposed in 1951 
that atomic weapons tests be used, 
in part, as biomedical experi­
ments, according to a document 
released yesterday.

If the Defense Department ever 
implemented the proposal — and 
there is no evidence yet that it did 
— it would bolster the claims of 
“atomic” veterans, said Steve 
Klaidman, press spokesman for 
the White House Advisory Com­
mittee on Human Radiation Ex­

panel, a group of 10 civilians and 
military officials, notes that the 
memo “is designed to show the 
general considerations involved in

was tested in 1991 by William 
Crown of Brandeis University. He 
found little evidence that ordinary 
people in their 60s or 70s would 
move away from a lifetime net­
work of friends and family just to 
avoid an inheritance tax.

But it’s a different story for the 
very rich. Older people who live in 
the mansions of Grosse Pointe, 
Mich., or in a Park Avenue duplex 
in New York are likely to own sec­
ond or third homes in winter-warm 
states like Florida. In all likeli­
hood, they already spend several 
months a year sunning there.

If they switch their bank ac­
counts to Florida and make any 
major purchases there, they can 
claim the Sunshine State as their 
legal residence. The change may 
not affect their lifestyle, but it has 
a significant impact on their heirs’ 
inheritance tax burden.

Mr. Crown’s study showed that 
at the very highest income levels, 
individuals do move their official 
residences from states that have 
inheritance taxes to states that do 
not.

It’s not necessarily the loss of 
the inheritance tax money per se 
that most hurts a state when rich 
people leave, it’s the other taxes 
they don’t pay when they are gone. 
Sales and income taxes are col­

New York is a nice place to visit, 
but you wouldn’t want to die there.

At least not if you’re wealthy. 
The state can grab up to 21 percent 
of the worldly goods that a truly 
rich resident leaves behind.

Michigan has never been quite 
as grasping as New York — no 
state is — but it used to be close. 
Until last year, Michigan charged 
a top rate of 17 percent on the in­
heritances left by its wealthiest 
citizens. In 1993, however, the tax 
itself died. The legislature re­
pealed it, giving up the $90 million 
it brought in every year.

Massachusetts is doing the 
same thing, just more slowly. It’s 
midway through a five-year phase­
out that will take its state inheri­
tance tax from a top rate of 16 
percent — another one of the na­
tion’s highest — to nothing at all.

When the phase-out is over, Mas­
sachusetts will join 29 other states 
that don’t levy any tax on inheri­
tances other than a fixed percent­
age of the federal estate tax, which 
is something all of them do. Five 
others are considering legislation 
to put themselves in the same cate­
gory.

Nothing may be surer than

the Defense Department’s Re­
search and Development Board — 
recommended that atomic weap­
ons tests be used, in part, as bio­
medical experiments, Mr. Klaid­
man said.

In the 1951 document, the joint 

By Karen MacPherson 
ALBUQUERQUE TRIBUNE

By Penelope Lemov 
GOVERNING MAGAZINE

’ Some of them “seem to me to be * 1 
difficult to get [done] in any other 
way than through human experi­
mentation,” said advisory commit­
tee member Duncan Thomas, who > 
spearheaded the release of the

the water going out represents 
people who die. The multimillion- 
dollar question is whether the 
water is coming in faster than it’s 
going out.

Clearly the initial cutoff of in­
heritance tax funds costs the state

I
I
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periments.
The committee found and re­

leased the September 1951 memo. 
Until now, it had only “very am­
biguous and unresolved ques­
tions” about whether such veter­
ans actually were used as un­
witting human radiation experi­
ment subjects at atomic blast 
sites, Mr. Klaidman said.

“It shw that preparations 
were be;'>g Made in advance of 
weapons tests to conduct studies 
of a biomedical nature,” he said.

“But we have no documents to 

document.
The document is “something of 

a shopping list of experiments ... 
to provide information that the 
military needed to have,” he added.

“It gives us leads to pursue ... 
to find out whether, in fact, the 
military did conduct human ex­
periments.”

At yesterday’s advisory commit­
tee meeting, other documents 
were released, including one in 
which the chief of the Atomic En­
ergy Commission’s public infor­
mation service categorically de­
nied in 1950 that the commission 
ever sponsored “a medical re­
search project where human be­
ings are used for experimental 
purposes.”

In fact, the commission had, by 
that time, sponsored a number of 
human radiation experiments, in­
cluding one conducted from 1945 
to 1947.
• Distributed by Scripps Howard.

through hundreds of thousands of 
documents about government- 
sponsored human radiation ex­
periments from the 1940s through 
the 1970s and suggest who, if any­
one, should be compensated.

In the September 1951 memo, 
the Joint Panel on the Medical As­
pects of Atomic Warfare — part of

outline the major unexplored 
areas in this field, and give some 
concrete examples of projects 
worthy of inclusion in future test 
programs.

“It seems unnecessary to ex­
pound on the general requirement 
for biomedical information in this 
field as this is self-evident in ei­
ther offensive or defensive consid­
erations of atomic weapons,” the 
memo adds.

While the document does not 
specifically mention using hu­
mans in experiments, the commit­
tee released other documents 
showing that the need for human 
experiments was a topic of great 
discussion at the top levels of the 
Defense Department during the 
early 1950s.

In addition, the 1951 document 
included a list of 29 scientific 
“problems” that could be an­
swered in a biomedical program 
as part of the atomic weapons

death and taxes, but there’s less 
certainty about death taxes than 
there has ever been.

“They’re a vanishing breed,” 
says Steven Gold of the Center for 
the Study of the States. “Every­
one’s afraid their retirees will 
move away if they have high in­
heritance taxes.”

Do elderly residents actually 
flee these taxes? Michigan had no 
hard evidence that they do, admits 
state Rep. Willis Bullard, who 
chairs the House Thx Committee. 
But two state banks, both with 
branches in Florida, provided 
some anecdotal evidence that 
there was a problem. Those banks 
reported that billions of dollars in 
assets owned by former Michigan 
residents were now parked in the 
Florida brandies of the banks.

“There might be other reasons 
for people to move from Michigan 
to Florida,” Mr. Bullard acknowl­
edges, “but we wanted to eliminate 
as many of those incentives as pos­
sible.”

After all, retirees who stay in 
Michigan still pay taxes in Mich­
igan while they’re alive. The in­
heritance tax loss may be the 
state’s income and sales tax gains.

The theory that elderly resi­
dents flee inheritance tax “hells” 

show that it was ever imple­
mented. ... If this was ever imple­
mented, atomic veterans would be 
very likely considered to have 
been subjected to experiments be­
cause they [the experiments] were 
planned,” Mr. Klaidman said.

The issue is important because 
it involves thousands of atomic 
veterans. If indeed they were part 
of planned human radiation ex­
periments, it could considerably 
expand the scope of the advisory 
committee.

The 15-member advisory panel 
has been given a year to sift 

lected where people live and spend 
their money. When new cars are 
bought in Florida rather than in 
Michigan or Massachusetts, those 
sales-tax losses take their toll. 
What no one knows is exactly how 
big a loss it is.

If more retirees choose to stay 
in Michigan now that it has no in­
heritance tax, would that make up 
for the $90 billion once brought in 
by the inheritance tax itself?

Some economists use the imag­
ery of a bathtub: The water com­
ing into the tub represents the po­
tential emigres who elect to stay;



Polish feel slighted
in favor of Russians

&

Clinton’s visit stirs little enthusiasm
Gore By Andrew Borowiec 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

finds time
for job
of father

SL

She said her husband is able to

for Sarah, 15; and lacrosse for ence of Russians on their terri-

While Russian troops have left
xuiucbi uauguid, xMuciuia, . e e »
21, a Harvard student, is spending Lithuania and are withdrawing
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When he visits the Baltic states 
and Poland starting today, Presi­
dent Clinton will find a feeling of 
profound malaise and disappoint-

i

* "J

attitudes that make it easier for 
fathers to spend more time with 
their children.”

For the Gores, the big change in

Al Gore is happy he decided not 
to run for president in 1991.

Kristin, 17, a high school all-star. t0^“: 
Their oldest daughter, Karenna,

dominated government, said re­
cently in Washington that a 
-■dangerous power vacuum” has 
been created in Eastern and Cen­
tral Europe, which may attract

aygffir

on weeknights waiting for a vote.
“On a typical weekend, we go out 

to the movies on Friday night with 
the kids or some of the kids,” said 
Mrs. Gore. “Saturday we take a

their attitudes came in 1989, after 
their son, Albert Gore III, was 

: struck by a car in Baltimore and 
nearly killed.

By James W. Brosnan 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

i I

main in Estonia, the northermost 
Baltic state.

Mr. Clinton will hear the area’s 
concerns firsthand from Latvian 
President Guntis Ulmanis, Esto-

FT

“This is the scoop. Don’t tell any­
body,” says Tipper Gore slyly. “He
has more time now to spend with
his family than when he was in
Congress.”

“Yep,” agreed Vice President
Gore. “I’ve made it a higher prior­
ity in my life and in my schedule,
and I made it clear to everybody I
work with. I have found that not
only do people respect that, they
believe it makes sense.”

With fatherhood under the spot­
light from stories about rapes at
home to deadbeat dads to O.J.
Simpson’s spousal abuse, the
Gores will stress the role of tie
father in children’s lives at then-
third annual Family Conference in
Nashville, Tbnn., July 11.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson will join
the Gores at the conference, which
will feature a forum of fathers on
their role in the family, led by Mr.
Gore, and a forum of mothers on
fathers, led by Mrs. Gore.

“We want to hear from children
and the men themselves why it is
important that fathers play an ac­
tive role in children’s lives,” said
Mrs. Gore, 45. “What are the bar­
riers to that? What needs to be
changed in order to facilitate that
happening more? And what are
some of the policy implications?”

Mr. Gore, 46, said, “We have to
lift up the positive models that are
out there, and we need to encour- ____________________
age policy changes and changes in attend more of his children’s ath- relatively painless economic re-

the summer as an intern at a Mem- fr°m Latvia, they continue to re- 
phis television station.

His family concerns led Mr.
Gore in 1991 not to join the pres­
idential race. Asked if he ever re­
grets not running, he said: “It was iiwfo^.H^ton’sdTfensTf^d

thing special together Saturday 
night. We have Sundays. Occasion­
ally there is something going on, 
and we come [to the White House] 
for meetings. But by and large, the 
major difference is there is more 
time.”

. ..

total population of barely 8 mil­
lion, had been Soviet republics 
after their annexation by Moscow 
in 1940 until the Soviet Union’s col­
lapse.

While all three have carried out

letic events too - soccer for Al- forms, their fear of Russia re- 
bert III, 11; soccer and lacrosse mains, exacerbated by the pres-

nia’s Lennart Meri and President 
Algirdas Brazauskas of Lithuania, 
a country which in 1992 voted 
overwhelmingly for former com­
munists.

Lithuania’s economy remains 
heavily dependent on Russia, and 
consequently Mr. Brazauskas has 
pursued a cautious economic pol­
icy instead of leaping headlong 
into market reforms.

Poland, a country that started a 
determined revolt that led to com­
munism’s collapse, is a different 
matter. With a population of 40 
million, it has a tradition of resis­
tance to external pressure and re­
gards itself part of the Western 
culture.

Tbday it feels rejected by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organi­
zation and considers NATO’s Part­
nership for Peace as a poor and 
largely meaningless substitute.

Polish officials and diplomats 
think U.S. policy is dominated by 
fear of “not antagonizing Russia” 
rather than solidifying alliances 
with Russia’s former victims.

Mr. Clinton’s visit coincides 
with the. steadily plunging pop­
ularity of President Lech Walesa, 
once a venerated fighter against 
communism who turned into a 
quarrelsome politician with a pop 
ularity rating of barely 5 percent.

Although the transition to a 
market economy has put Poland in 
the forefront of the reform move­
ment, the average citizen is paying 
a steep price in the plunging stan­
dard of living. Many Poles con­
sider Mr. Walesa, a former ship­
yard electrician, as politically 
divisive and not intellectually 
equipped to lead the country.

Against such a background, of 
considerable importance is the at­
titude of the Polish armed forces, 
considered the most respected in­
stitution in todays’s Poland.

Feeling rejected by NATO, the 
Polish military believes it has to 
remain strong to thwart any at­
tempt against the country’s pre­
carious independence.

Recently, the general staff took 
back control of finances and intel­
ligence services, despite outcries 
from the parliament.

All these factors notwithstand­
ing, most Poles expect nothing sig­
nificant from the Clinton visit. 
“He will visit Warsaw’s Old Tbwn, 
play his saxophone and make a 
meaningless speech before parlia­
ment,” one Polish official said. “At 
this time, no press conference has 
been scheduled.”

ment with his East European pol­
icy.

Fear that the United States is 
more interested in what happens 
___ in Russia and is 
MFWC prepared to

“leapfrog” over
ANALYSIS Eastern Europe 
--------------------- is what domi­
nates thinking in Eastern Europe, 
where the specter of Russian dom­
ination is omnipresent.

While the leaders of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia may find 
comfort in their eVz-hour meeting 
with Mr. Clinton in the Latvian 
capital of Riga, there is a marked 
lack of enthusiasm and consider­
able bitterness in Poland.

A typical illustration was an an­
nouncement by the biggest pri­
vate radio station, RMF, offering

in his sexual harrassment law suit. 
“What we wanted to show is that 

we have no hope of any help result­
ing from this visit,” said the sta­
tion’s Washington correspondent, 
Tbmasz Wroblewski. “It’s not the 
money we want but political com­
fort And we can’t help feeling that 
increasingly we are being pushed 
into a gray area.”

Hungarian Foreign Minister

right reasons. If I had to do it over
again. I’d make exactly the same
decision.”

Nor docs Mr. Gore regret that
he was asked to take the No. 2 spot.
Besides the policy roles he plays,
he said the lifestyle is easier.

Even though the “intensity” of
the job has increased, Mrs. Gore
said, her husband doesn’t have to

G^aJeSSszK'Zon to te re-



Rostenkowski
Team Adds

D.C. Voice

The group released .internal ;gov-' established.' in 1953, then-Secretary

official policy to address the use of hu-
ton defense lawyer, said Mundy is
among the best at relating to jurors. University and Case Western Re- involving radioactive materia’s. 
“You have to make them believe that r™. School After graduating “There are whole chapti

uffiere^e-was-Wloyed-forseveti^

CORRECTIONS

can."
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House Leader Hires 
R, Kenneth Mundy

An article yesterday about 
the Francis Pool misidenti­
fied a Dupont Circle adviso­
ry neighborhood commis­
sioner. Pam Taylor was the 
commissioner who orga­
nized a demonstration out­
side the pool.

Bev Blackwood’s position 
was misidentified in an arti­
cle Saturday about the beat­
ing of the director of Miri­
am’s Kitchen. He is the 
chairman of the soup kitch­
en's operating committee.

sity of New York Health Science 
Center at Brooklyn.

The panel, commissioned earlier 
this year following revelations that 
the U.S. government had exposed 
sometimes unwitting human test 
subjects to radiation, has until April 
of next year to examine fully the his-

and received a reduced sentence for 
the other.

known as Abscam, agreed with that 
assessment “Ken Mundy certainly 
knows D.C. jurors as well as any­
body in this town,” he said. “Things 
play differently in front of D.C. juries 
than they do in front of Chicago ju- 
ne»------ If Dan Webb is sr rt, he
will use Ken Mundy as mucn as he

to a University of California profes­
sor that sets standards for patient 
consent in upcoming radiation tests.

The committee also disclosed a 
1947 order from an AEC official 
classifying as “secret” all documents 
referring to “experiments with hu­
mans" because they “might have ad-

rjl . .. .... .. ’ •

; U.S. Officials Had Sought

Research on A-Test Troops

police officers in Prince George’s ' For example, following a Novem- 
County. ber 1950 Associated Press report

Johnson was acquitted of one mur- that described an AEC medical re- 
der by reason of temporary insanity search project involving Arizona

mayor. staff, the papers released yes-
In 1979, Mundy’s rapport with ju- terday provide an interesting win- 

rors may have been a key element in dow on a p1V0tai penod of modern 
the racially charged murder trial of American historv and reflect the 
Terrence Johnson, a black 15-year- ethos of fixauon with national sectin- 
old accused of shooting two white ty prevalent at the time.

i"   •_ t  ....

County.

.cil that were in keeping with the Nu­
remberg Code. •

Also yesterday, the committee 
heard from Sen. Tony de Brum of the 
Marshall Islands, who said that based 
on a preliminary review of documents 
from the departments of Energy and 
Defense, there-is “no doubt in. my 
mind that Marshallese citizens have 
been'used.for radiation research” by 
the U.S. government.

youh^myo^.^KenMun- from law school, he became one g. u. „ k

? • the first blacks to work for the Fed- ten on this, said Jonathan Moreno a

who are used to running their own
ships,” Weingarten said. “It will be
interesting to observe the dynamic.’

Weingarten said the two lawyers
could complement each other,
Webb, “the lawyer’s lawyer” with his
command of the law, and Mundy
with his charm and ability to think

quickly on his feet --------------—------—- ------ 7------ prisoners, an AEC official told the
tenkoZTc^are to appear today- --------------------------------------------- X^redTSca^reXch™

before U.S. Distnctjudge Norma presidential commission yester- ject where human beings are used
Holloway Johnson. The purpose of day made pUbiic a once-classified for experimental purposes.”
the hearing is to set a schedule for 1951 Defense Department document Yesterday, however, the commit-

ByToniLocy motions to be filed. The defense also jn which officials proposed that exten- tee released a 1947 letter from AEC
and Pierre Thomas the opportunity to raise sjve biomedical research and expen- General Manager Carroll L. Wilson
- - r --------- challenges to the indictment on con- ments be conducted on humans in-

------ ------------------------------------ stitutional grounds, which could de- volved in atomic weapons tests.
R Jan Rostenkowski (D-Ill.) lay it for months. The President’s Advisory Commit-

yestc iy added Washington lawyer After negotiations with the U.S. tee on Human Radiation Experi-
R. Kenneth Mundy to his defense attorney’s office, Rostenkowski de- merits, created by President Clinton
team in what legal observers said cided against pleading guilty and earlier this year to investigate such
was a smart strategic move to woo broke ties with well-known Washing- activity, has not found any implemen-
D.C. jurors in the likely event the ton lawyer Robert S. Bennett. ration orders for the proposed experi-
case goes to triaL In late May, a grand jury accused ments. i

years.
Sources on Capitol Hill said Ros­

tenkowski worried how his case 
would play before jurors from the 
District’s predominantly black popu­
lation.

With Mundy, he has a lawyer who
has won important cases before such tory o{ federally or sponsored 

But who will take the lead? asked J™63- »» radiation tests involving humans. Its
defense lawyer Reid Weingarten, a . 111 case’ “““F15 cred’ final report is to include recommen-
former prosecutor in the Iran-contra ited ra^smg enough questions datl0ns on bow to rectify past prob­
case involving illegal diversion of that Jurors deadlocked on the most lems and ensure 3531051 new ones, 
arms profits. “These are both guys serous charges against the former According to committee members 

and staff, the papers released yes-

By^hiring Mundy, Rostenkowski, R^ow£tegentoyChicago “Z’the memo.ffered^m the , -eree efierton^ubbc opm^i.” 

_e former chairman of the House politician, of engaging in a pattern of Archives, indicates that sol- / Also released was a collection of
Ways and Means Committee, put corrupt activities during the last 20 diets involved in atomic weapons test- memes Witten by defense officials

al corruption case against him will be
fought intensely.

£...................................................

helped then-D.C. Mayor Marion putting “ghost employees” on his documents indicating that despite testing” of biochemical and.radioac-
Perw vt J .___ J?__________________ £____________l_ J___I_1_______ 1.-------------.tAX'? ♦Um .'*4____ _________- - ’

- ... — ____________ o------------- a-------------- ---------------- c----------------------------------- z - ... -----------------.■
es against him in his 1990 trial on at the House Post Office to using his Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) Other mt detail how various
J Z. J._.’ . ’  . ’ — I.. _o aprns over whether
for , I”3 ability^to develop a rapport for friends and tampering with po- radiation experiments on humans. written ethical standards should-be

- luai wimesses dgauBi mm. .. esuiuuaiieu. m UUJ, v

cuts side. Mundy, wno grew up in Akron, emment memoranda from .the 'earlyDefense Charles E. Wilson signed

yers, m^tly from Chicago, led by known m the community. He has tied debate raging at.the.Defense De- Armed Forces Medical Policy Coun-

ney in that dty.

the former chairman of the House politician, of engaging in a pattern of National Archives, indicates that sol- 
■ If » « « ... - ... - . . . a . m m . ..

prosecutors on notice that the feder- years. mg may have beep unwitting medical .. expressing coriceras about a bio-

34-yearveteran of Congress abused staff member, At^sterday’s public tween the United Statesarid the So-
The grand jury charged that the guinea pigs, according to a committee ’ chemical warfare gap developing be-

Mundy, the defense lawyer who his office in a range of ways, from meeting, the committee also released viet Umon,' and calling for “increased

Barry defeat the most serious charg- psyroll and trading stamps for cash public denials, as early as 1947 the rive weapon? humans. 
... ___ Z__ ZZ_______ ___________ 1. T „ < Other me

drug and perjury charges, is known office account to buy expensive gifts had a policy in place, for conducting agencies loc

with jurors and sway them to his di- tpnt.ai against him

He joins a stable of defense law- oi^Ts weiTconnected and well 1950s that show.a^ontentious,ciassi- ’ ,?ofi'ion^ddffiris’^oposed’bTthe

Dan K. Webb, a former U.S. attor- said he became a lawyer because partment’s highest levels over wheth- 
 *1 *. there were few other professoral er the Pentagon should adopt an

G. Allen Dale, another Washing- choices for blacks. official policy to addfess the use of hu-
f He graduated from Kent State man subjects in medical experiments

'There are whole chapters in 
• one of bioethics textbooks that will be writ- 

dyTd?eS4hay the feTblackTto work for the Fed- ten on this,” said Jonathan Moreno a
John T. Kotelly, who was a prose- era] Communications Commission, committee staff member and bioeth-
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Robert H. Pelletreau, assistant sec-

bia said that settled the case, but Har-

ceived failure to put enough heat on

Arabia’s refusal to reopen their cases.
Some members of Congress and

the fight to protect the sovereign in-

full.
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Clinton has praised the Saudis for 
their commitment to spend billions to

nJ

D’Amato Gets Message Across 

With Hold on Envoy to Riyadh

complained in an April 20 speech. 
“This cannot be tolerated.”

Committee two weeks ago he would 
raise the issue in a meeting with Ban­
dar.

There is “undisputed evidence” im­
plicating the minister of agriculture in 
putting pressure on the consultants, 
37 members of Congress complained 
in a January 1992 letter to King Fahd. 

The United States and Saudi Ara­
bia agreed in 1992 on a “special 
claims process” to resolve disputes 
between U.S. companies and Saudi 
Arabia. Such disputes proliferated in 
the 1980s as Americans rushed to ob­
tain development contracts there, on­
ly to find the Saudis difficult business 
partners who frequently jailed for­
eigners over business disputes. 

The only two claims not settled by 
the 1992 process are the ones that 
led to the hold on the Mabus nomina­
tion.

One involves Harbert-Howard 
 ........................... ........ Cos., the Alabama firm, which claims 

retary of state for*Nea/fiast affaks, “^stry of agriculture refused to 
promised the House Foreign Affair; Pay $13.8 milhon owed for work done 
- • -..........................................................in the late 1970s.

After the claim was processed in 
the Saudi legal system, Harbert-How- 

He has since done so, a State De- was $6.8 milhon. Saudi Ara- 
partment official said, although no bia 531(111131 seated the case, but Har- 
change in the Saudi position is appar- 1)611 argues—and several members of 
ent. An aide to D’Amato said the sen- Congress say the evidence shows— 
ator received no promises from Ban- tbat government pressure corrupted 

_ »
The second claim involves the New 

York firm Gibbs & Hill Inc., which

» • •'

By Thomas W. Lippman 
___________ Wahmgton Post Stag Writer

In the late hours Friday before its 
recess for Independence Day week, 
the Senate confirmed the nomination 
of Raymond Mabus as U.S. ambassa­
dor to Saudi Arabia after Sen. Al- 
fonse M. D’Amato (R-N.Y.) dropped 
his opposition.

By putting a hold on the nomina­
tion the day before, an aide to D’A­
mato said, “we got the State Depart­
ment’s attention to something the 
senator is very concerned about.”

That “something” is a long-sim­
mering dispute between members of 
Congress and the desert kingdom 
over treatment of U.S. businesses.

D’Amato and dozens of other sena­
tors and House members have been 
pressing the Saudis for at least three 
years to reconsider their rejection of 
multimillion-dollar claims by two U.S. 
corporations, but the Saudis have re­
fused.

D’Amato wielded the blunt instru­
ment of a “hold" on a key appointment 
not to criticize Mabus, a former Dem­
ocratic governor of Mississippi who 
sailed through his confirmation hear­
ing, but to register impatience with 
the Saudi Arabian ambassador, Prince 
Bandar Bin Sultan—and with theauu w.uu me or fr01”1116 State Department but the proceedings.
Cltaton adn^tration for7te p^r-

Bandar over the issue. “ B?316^ the claims are not justified. ®ys 11 “sustained losses resulting in

sadorial no^ieeTisatraditionaiSerb through SaudiArabia’s legal system, P3?”111M for work on a desalination

fairly to overturn the outcome, ac-

The Saudis have told Congress re­

Holding up confirmation of ambas- 7116 “^Pantes pressed their claims 115 Remise after the Saudis failed to
sadorial nominees is a traditional Sen- through Saudi Arabia’s legal system, P3* m 11111 for work on a desalination
ate method of delivering foreign poll- disliked the results and are trying un- P1311131 the port of Yanbu in the early
cy messages. ^rty 10 overturn the outcome, ac- 1980s. Gibbs & Hill puts the “current

Members of Congress have said in “rdteg to Bandar and to Washington value” of its claim at $44 million,
repeated letters to Bandar and to tewyer Frederick G. Dutton, who rep- '
Saudi King Fahd that they believe two resents the Saudi Embassy.
U.S. corporations—an Alabama con- ln 3 March 11 letter to House acquire U.S.-made aircraft and com- 
struction consortium and a New York members, Bandar said it “serves no munications equipment, and Demo­
engineering firm—have been treated purpose to continue engaging in dis- crats have appeared reluctant to ex-
unfairly and that they resent Saudi cussions about fairness of another na- ert public pressure on the

tion’s courts after one has availed administration over the claims issue.
“Three years after our nation led oneself of them, obtained the judg- Some members of Congress and 

the fight to protect the sovereign in- ment and collected the judgment,” re- supporters of the claimants have said
tegrity of the countries of the Persian ferring to partial settlement one of they think such commercial consider-
Gulf, including Saudi Arabia, it is un- the companies decided to accept. ations have caused the adminktratinn
acceptable that a close ally should fail Members of Congress, however, to be less than vigorous in trying to 
to honor its commercial obligations to have told the Saudis they believe the persuade the Saudis to reconsider,
an American citizen,” wrote Sen. Saudi legal process was corrupt. They In a June 10 letter to Bandar, D’A- 
Damel K. Inouye (D-Hawaii). dte an affidavit given to a U.S. diplo- mate said he was “very concerned

“Ambassador Bandar and the gov- mat in Saudi Arabia by a member of a that American companies may learn
emment he represents continue to Saudi claims consulting firm saying of the difficulties faced by firms such

1116 “teister of agriculture threatened as these and become reluctant to do

firm if it validated one of the claims in both countries of a valuable form of
— business exchange.”



Siwdav, Juive 19,1994

SI)etUasljiitgton|)O9t g□ca

mU )0

Burning Secrets

b
IM i,

!U

i
Hl 1

r/7

7:

u'lli

#-z

BY FRANCES JET7ER FOR THE WASHINGTO

r
■r A c:, 21

>•

i

In a Virginia Hospital, 
A Cold War Time of 
Strange Experiments

1

Af' *F

i

’W/fT'.-* err «M•''WW»W«W 

■aaAraarrw^'^wvma*’ < <i.m «r- .«x»ver
B'am^>r0cw»n^*«ni7rrrv«MKiacAMKvarwMHFHii

s®

■

■HOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

sis

^5
I
,<
"I

rJU™0

I-------------

J
BH!^ 

■r®

By Cliff Honicker_____________

ETWEEN 1949 and at least 1957, 
the Medical College of Virginia 
MCV) ran a secret metabolic lab 
whose primary goal was prepara­
tion for massive nuclear casual­

ties. Imbued with Cold War zeal and scientif­
ic arrogance, doctors conducted a series of 
potentially dangerous experiments on hun­
dreds of unaware human subjects, most of 
them poor and African American. They were 
patients, severely burned in accidents, who 
became unwitting human guinea pigs in the 
course of their freeTnedical treatment in 
“Special" bum units set up with Army re­
search funds.

At MCV and two sister hospitals (Dooley, 
a charity hospital for black children, and St. 
Philip, a hospital for black adults), about 100 
patients and/or volunteers a year were sub­
jected to experimental burning, radiation or 
antibiotic treatment for what, at least in 

some cases, were acknowledged to be “in­
vestigational purposes.”

The doctors injected radioactive isotopes 
into some of these patients, age 6 months to 
90 years, knowing that, in earlier experi­
mentation in their labs, the combined effect 
of bums and radiation led to significantly in­
creased mortality rates in animals. The goal 
of the experiments was to develop new 
methods of medical triage and treatment for 
handling the milbons of U.S. civilian and mili­
tary casualties that could be expected in a 
nuclear war. )

Last year, at the order of Energy Secre­
tary Hazel O’Leary, the Department of En­
ergy offered to release long secret dossiers 
on human experimentation. The order came 
as a result of Albuquerque Tribune reporter 
Eileen Welsome’s Pulitzer Prize-winning se­
nes on plutonium experiments in the '40s. 
The Energy Department, citing a 1986 re­
port by Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.), said 
experiments had been conducted on approxi- 

' mately 800 people nationwide. President 
Clinton established an Advisory Commission 
on Human Experiments a month later. 

__________ See BURNS, C4, CoL 1

Cliff Honicker is director of the American 
Environmental Health Studies Project of the 
Commission on Religion in Appalachia, 
based in Knoxville, Tenn.
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formed consent before conducting 
the experiments.

In his inquiry, Everett Idris Evans 
asked about the history, experience 
and malpractice insurance claims 
arising from radiation experiments 
that were “purely investigational 
with no therapeutic benefit.” The 
AEC and Army nuclear weapons-re- 
lated human experiments were coor­
dinated through the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project, based in 
Washington.

Evidence in the Richmond experi­
ments also points to violations of the 
1948 Nuremberg International Code 
that stated that all human subjects 
be fully informed of experiments 
conducted on them, that animal 
studies be done first and that no 
harm be anticipated in the human 
subjects as a result of the tests.

The Richmond study met only one

of these conditions: They did the ani­
mal experiments first and then set 
out to experiment on humans. There 
is no evidence that the patients in 
special bum units at the three Rich­
mond hospitals were ever told they 
were being experimented upon, 
much less fully informed as to the 
nature of the experiments.

I learned of Evans’s concern about 
malpractice in 1984, in the course of 
prompting a congressional investiga­
tion that subsequently  ̂made the first 
request for Energy Department data 
on their “Special Case Files” and on 
human radiation experiments. (“Spe­
cial cases” was a code used by the 
AEC to identify injury cases brought 
on by radiation exposure from the 
U.S. nuclear weapons programs.)

Evans was a highly-respected and 
highly decorated military surgeon. 
In the 1940s, he had served as the 
chief investigator for the U.S. Ar­
my’s Office > of Scientific Research 
and Development Board on Shocks 
and Burns. After the atomic bomb-

ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he 
served as a consultant to the Atomic 
Bomb Casualty Commission, the sci­
entific body overseeing studies of 
survivors. In 1948, he became direc­
tor of the surgical research laborato­
ries at MCV.

In 1947, Evans, under the auspic­
es of the surgeon general of the Ar­
my, set up the first civilian burn unit 
in the United States at MCV. The 

unit was to study the metabolic ef­
fects of thermal injury in humans 
and thermal and irradiation injuries 
in dogs.

By comparing the results of the 
two, Evans hoped to find ways to 
quickly distinguish between lethal 
and nonlethal burns, to develop bet­
ter one-piece field dressings for such 
burns and to find the best course of 
antibiotics to stop infections. The 
larger goal was to prepare civilian 
and military doctors for the treat­
ment of casualties that would result 
from nuclear war on American soil.

In one set of experiments, Evans 
matched dogs to burn patients, sub­
jecting the animals to first-, second­
er third-degree burns depending on 
the severity of the humans’ .burns. 
He then followed the same course of 
treatment for the dogs and the peo­
ple, with one exception: He irradiat­
ed the dogs. This was supposed to 
create the type of radiation exposure 
that people would suffer in a nuclear 
explosion. Evans discovered that 
even though the dogs received “in­
significant” (i.e., non-lethal) doses of 
radiation, the animals had a death 
rate five times higher than dogs that 
were burned but not irradiated.

Then came the chilling part of the 
experiments. Evans injected human

'/ I i il/Kf/////' l.\

experiments. Fearing bad publicity, 
Evans, on Jan. 27,1951, informed ev­

eryone working on all Army-contract­
ed research that their work would 
henceforth be classified. The memo 

ports ti the Army. admonished, “All personnel on these
Evarjs summarized his conclusions projects are advised to take care they 

f do not indulge in loose talk or gossip.” 
Now. more than an vearo later

IB

BURNS, From Cl

Some of these human experiments 
across the country caused little or no 
proven damage—for example, some 
involved only the addition of certain 
trace elements to food; others were 
conducted on patients judged to be 
beyond medical help.

But there appears to be no such 
benign explanation for the Richmond 

experiments, and after months of 
professed openness by the Energy 
Department and the Pentagon, the, 
burn and radiation studies conducted 
in Richmond have not been revealed.

Files in the college archives sug­
gest that the Richmond experiments 
may be the only ones in which the 
principal investigator wrote to the 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) 
with concerns of malpractice and in-
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experiments. Evans worked under 
his Army contract to study the ener­
gy level needed to inflict first-, sec­
ond- and third-degree burns. To do
this,-Evans and his colleagues set up 
an intensely hot Army searchlight in 
a secret lab at MCV, focused the 
beam to a narrow point of light, and 
then simulated the “flash burn” an in­
dividual could receive from a nuclear .
blast. \ Using both black and white certificates are protected by confiden­

tiality laws in Virginia. The main 
causes of death were infection, aller­
gic reaction to antibiotics and choking 
on vomitus.

On Friday, acting MCV dean Kon- . 
tos said that there is “no chance” that 
human experiments continue at
MCV. He also said, ‘It’s pretty hard
to pass moral judgment on something

to ecim a5 
wwAch fvcw

Post

Kids
deserve

p>

that he knew would attach to the red PeoPjej that would be killed at vary- 

blood cells so that he could chart
their rise and fall during the course
of the patients’ recovery or demise.
The problem was that the radioiso- Alteam of MCV scientists flew
topes, being highly energetic, could t0 the Nevada nuclear weapons test 
have contributed to the further de- si,:e tojtake part in the experiments 
struction of red blood cells—cells in ^ere and issued at least two secret 
patients who were already on the report^, according to Evans’s re­
brink of life and death.

Evans appeared to be aware that

'll fi

“voluriteers,” the scientists and doc­

tors proceeded to inflict half-inch
square bums on more than 100 peo­
ple.

By burning their subjects at grad­
uated, energy levels, the medical
doctors, working with the physicists 
on thelteam, were able to determine

1.LU.K1U the Prfclse energy level needed to .
b^n*patiems7n'\te" Special’1’* Burn mducel moderate to severe bums. that happened 50 years ago."
Ms at Dooley. St. PUip and MCV feints and pWc.sts m

was almost unearthed in ear­
ly 1951 when a novice Rich-

deaths. Were they part of the radia- 
tion experiments?

On Jan. 14,1954, at the age of 44, 
i1 Evans dled 3 heart attack and was

/ vdli succeeded by B.W. Haynes Jr.
Haynes, who retired in 1991 from 

what is now the Evans-Haynes Bum 
Center at MCV, acknowledges both 
the hum and radiation experiments, 
hut claims that no one was injured as 
a result of the investigations.

i “Vie finally got to the point of mak- 
ing a few small wounds on patients, 
volunteers,” said Haynes, now 76, in a 
telephone interview. "The bums were 
never large. They never threatened 
any of the patients in terms of the ap­
plication and treatment of small bum 
injuries on humans.”

Haynes denied that he and Evans 
inflicted third-degree burns. “They 
were,” he said, “bums that heal with 
proper treatment.” Haynes confirmed 
the use of radioisotopes on the pa­
tients, but said they were used for 
therapeutic purposes.

Haynes acknowledged the lab’s 
participation in classified bum studies 
in Nevada, but said he could not re­
member details of the experiments. 

I would have liked to interview the 
families of the seven patients who 
died unexpectedly, but their death
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experiments. Fearing bad publicity, 
Evans, on Jan. 27,1951, informed ev­

eryone working on all Army-contract­
ed research that their work would 
henceforth be classified. The memo 
admonished, “All personnel on these 
projects are advised to take care they 
do not indulge in loose talk or gossip.”

V^That was happening at MCV 
was almost unearthed in ear- 

v V ly 1951 when a novice Rich­
mond newspaper reporter got word

pie.
By burning their subjects at grad-

‘ ____ 1
doctors, working with the physicists

c-vaiis meo or a neart attack and was 
succeeded by B.W. Haynes Jr.

Haynes, who retired in 1991 from 
what is now the Evans-Haynes Burn 
Center at MCV, acknowledges both 
the bum and radiation experiments, 
but claims that no one was injured as 

a result of the investigations.
“We finally got to the point of mak­

ing a few small wounds on patients, 
volunteers,” said Haynes, now 76, in a 
telephone interview. “The burns were 

never large. They never threatened 
any of the patients in terms of the ap-

an intensely hot Army searchlight in 
a secret lab at MCV, focused the 
beam to a narrow point of light, and 
then simulated the "flash burn” an in­
dividual could receive from a nuclear 
blast. Using both black and white 
“volunteers," the scientists and doc- 

...... ..........  U1QVUVC1CU Lllal tors Proceeded to inflict half-inch 
even though the dogrreceived 'in- square burns on more than 100 P60'

special num units at the three Rich­
mond hospitals were ever told they 
were being experimented upon, 
much less fully informed as to the 
nature of the experiments.

I learned of Evans’s concern about 
malpractice in 1984, in the course of 
prompting a congressional investiga­
tion that subsequently made the first 
request for Energy Department data 
on their "Special Case Files” and on 
human radiation experiments. (“Spe­
cial cases” was a code used by the 
AEC to identify injury cases brought 
on by radiation exposure from the > 
U.S. nuclear weapons programs.)

Evans was a highly-respected and 
highly decorated military surgeon. 
In the 1940s, he had served as the 
chief investigator for the U.S. Ar­
my’s Office^ of Scientific Research 
and Development Board on Shocks 
and Burns. After the atomic bomb­

brink of life and death.
Evans appeared to be aware that 

his actions might pose danger. On 
April 8, 1948, on MCV stationary, 
he wrote to the head of the Division 
of Biology and Medicine of the AEC, 
asking for advice on the "medical-le­
gal” aspects of his experiments.

“Have any malpractice suits been 
instituted against individuals or insti­
tutions who have used radioactive 
material simply for investigation? Do 
you have advice regarding insurance 
against such malpractice? If there 
have been suits, what have been the 
court ruling in such instances?” Ev­
ans also asked if he should get pa­
tients to sign permission forms.

The response of the AEC to Ev­
ans’s inquiry is unknown. If Evans 
obtained written consent from the 
burn patients used in the Richmond 
experiments, he did not include such 
information in 800 pages of personal 

papers and medical research reports 
from the period 1948 to 1956 that 
are found in leather-bound volumes 
kept in the Special Collections ar­
chive of MCV. According to Hermes 
Kontos, who has been acting dean of 
MCV since 1993, consent forms “did 

not exist in those days.” Kontos said 
the human subjects were volunteers, 
but did not know if they were told 
the military purpose of the experi­
ments. Kontos, who has been at 
MCV since 1960, said that he first 
learned of the human experiments 
last week.

Although the patients’ names, 
dates of death, levels of burns and 
estimated probabilities of mortality 
are reported in the files, exactly 
what was done to whom and over 
what length of time, is unclear. But 
the substance of the experiments 
themselves is clear.

It is hard to imagine any claims of

in dogs.
By comparing the results of the 

two, Evans hoped to find ways to 
quickly distinguish between lethal 
and nonlethal burns, to develop bet- 
ter one-piece field dressings for such ” 
bums and to find the best course of 
antibiotics to stop infections. The 
larger goal was to prepare civilian 
and military doctors for the treat­
ment of casualties that would result 
from nuclear war on American soil.

In one set of experiments, Evans 
matched dogs to burn patients, sub­
jecting the animals to first-, second- 
or third-degree burns depending on 
the severity of the humans’ burns. 
He then followed the same course of 
treatment for the dogs and the peo­
ple, with one exception: He irradiat­
ed the dogs. This was supposed to 
create the type of radiation exposure 
that people would suffer in a nuclear 
explosion. Evans discovered that

survivors. In 1948, he became direc- l/i 
tor of the surgical research laborato- ifi 
ries at MCV.

In 1947, Evans, under the auspic- |W 
es of the surgeon general of the Ar- ll| 

my, set up the first civilian burn unit BI 

in the United States at MCV. The I 
unit was to study the metabolic ef- 1 
fects of thermal injury in humans 1 
and thermal and irradiation injuries Jo 

in dogs. fuf

Now, more than 40 years later, 
how can we be assured that docu­

ments in government files on the 
Richmond experiments and others 
like them will be released, even in this 

new era of "openness”’ The Army has 
released a list of 30 Army-funded hu­

man experiments to the President’s 
Commission on Human Experiments. 
Among them are experiments follow­
ing in the footsteps of Evans’s 
ground-breaking investigations on 
bums. Nowhere to be found, howev­

er, are any references to Evans and 
his experiments, which seems odd, 
given the Army was the primary, if 
not the sole funder of Evans’s work. 
And on list after list of experiments 
provided to the Commission by the 
Army and Air Force, the agencies re­
port that they have been “unable to 
locate” any names of the victims.

Meanwhile, even unclassified docu­

ments giving clues to the existence or 
whereabouts of classified information 
on human experiments is not forth­
coming, according to internal Depart­
ment of Energy memoranda. “Unclas­
sified, sensitive indicators can provide 
an adversary with data that could lead 
to a knowledge of classified informa­
tion,” one memo reads. Are these ad-

I

plication and treatment of small bum 
injuries on humans.”

Haynes denied that he and Evans 
inflicted third-degree burns. "They
were,” he said, “bums that heal with 

proper treatment.” Haynes confirmed 
the use of radioisotopes on the pa-

therapeutic purposes. 
o_________  _____ Haynes acknowledged the lab’s

thisr Evans and his colleagues set up participation in classified bum studies
— ----- , , . . ............. jn Nevac]ai bU[ sajd couj(i not re_

member details of the experiments.
I would have liked to interview the

families of the seven patients who 
died unexpectedly, but their death 
certificates are protected by confiden­
tiality laws in Virginia. The main 
causes of death were infection, aller­
gic reaction to antibiotics and choking 
on vomitus.

On Friday, acting MCV dean Kon­
tos said that there is “no chance” that 
human experiments continue at
MCV. He also said, "It’s pretty hard 

to pass moral judgment on something 
that happened 50 years ago.”

Short of appointing an independent 
investigator, perhaps the only way 

even to attempt to get at the whole 
truth is for everyone looking into or 
with knowledge of these experiments 
to pool their resources, knowledge 
and "leads.” It is time to put together 
the many pieces of the puzzle so that 
we can have the whole, clear picture 
of this sorry, hidden chapter in Amer­
ican history.
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experiments. Evans worked under
his Army contract to study the ener- tients> out said they were used for 

gy level needed to inflict first-, sec- ---------------
ondl and third-degree burns. To do
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significant” (i.e., non-lethal) doses of
radiation, the animals had a death , - -
rate five times higher than dogs that uatec* energy levels, the medical
were burned but not irradiated. doctors, working with the physicists

Then came the chilling part of the on the tearn’ were able to determine
experiments. Evans injected human the Precise energy level needed to
burn patients in the “Special” Burn induce moderate to severe burns.
Units at Dooley, St. Philip and MCV The medical doctors and physicists
hospitals with radioactive isotopes tben Calculated the percentage of
that he knew would attach to the red PeoPle that would be killed at vary-
blood cells so that he could chart ln8 distances from a 20-kiloton nu­
their rise and fall during the course dear bomb (about the size detonated
of the patients’ recovery or demise. over Hiroshima) in a typical U.S.
The problem was that the radioiso- city- A team of MCV scientists flew
topes, being highly energetic, could t0 tlae Nevada nuclear weapons test
have contributed to the further de- site to take part in the experiments
struction of red blood cells—cells in there and issued at least two secret
patients who were already on the reports, according to Evans’s re­

ports to the Army.
Evans summarized his conclusions

in a report entitled “The Problem of
Atomic Burns" submitted to the Sur­
geon General of the Army in 1951:
“No matter how lightly or how con­
servatively one views the ’burn
problem’ which will confront a city
and its population recovering from
an atomic bomb attack, the one con­
clusion permissible is it will be stu- ‘
pendous. It may be pointless to refer
here to the numbers of trained doc­
tors, nurses and first aid workers
necessary to solve this problem. On­
ly free men with strong hearts and
wills can face up to the gigantic task
of providing by training and disci­
pline the necessary workers. Provi­
sion for this training must be made
at once, lest contemplation of the
magnitude of the task only encour­
age despair.”

His closing words were: "Ade­

quate and intelligent provision for ■
the care of thousands of burn casual­
ties in any large American City is
possible when strong men face up to
this task.”

vans’s medical prognosis given
M to the top military leaders at

-l_J the height of the Cold War
was that Americans could “withstand
and prevail” under nuclear attacks
on our cities. It came at a time of
“national emergency,” an era when
informed consent did not appear to ■ versaries the American public? 
be foremost in the minds of military
planners.

But did Evans knowingly put his
patients in harm’s way?

Certainly he knew from the ani­
mal studies the dangerous synergis­
tic effect of thermal burns and radia­
tion exposure. In the burn unit’s
1954 annual report to the Army, Ev­
ans and his successor noted that
there w'ere seven unexpected
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Press plan for April 21 Advisory Conunittee meetingRE:
V-

4

AdiuinistJc

J
I

■

i
Morning ceremonial session

I

Press availability

i i

Rena inder of session »
t

<I
Press staffing >

iPress materials

J>)

;e^ting in the back
I©!

ei

DOE will prepare about 500 press kits in whita House 
folders. Expected contents attached. !

Press will be restricted to risers and 
of the auditorium. Cameras and microph* 
restricted to the risers and a wander < 
do interviews with cabinet secretaries 
during breaks.

INTERAGENf
Gauldin/Z

*

i

i

04/08/94
*»

A

■

DOE will draft a press advisory to be issued by the White 
House notifying press of the meeting.

TO:
FROM:

-T-V-

-7

/

Mike Gauldin, DOE, and Steve Klaidraan, Advisory Committee 
public affairs director, will assemble an interagency team 
of press officers to take care of advance and site staffing.

Press will be present under same restrictions, but no 
further formal press avails or statements will be offered.

■

This first meeting of the Advisory Committee will be approached 
not as a press event, but as a working meeting which the press is 
able to cover.

* * )
We will steer the press toward getting most of their stuff the 
first morning. We expect as many as 100 press bodies plus 
and gear that morning.

Dr. Faden will end the morning session with a short press 
availability.

The meeting takes place over two days in which the  
is staging several Earth Day events and we will be trying to 
avoid stepping on the Earth Day messages.

’ation

will be 
where they can 
panel members
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PRESS KIT MATERIALS

WHITE HOUSE MATER TAT.S

INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP MATERIALS I
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IADVISORY COMMITTEE MATERIALS
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Meeting agenda
Paden bio 
Gutman bio
Committee mArnbAT-fi and short bios
Committee press contact information

Clinton statement
Clinton executive order
Clinton order to agencies on current experimentation

4

/
/

Recap of Interagency Group's work
Helpline statistics update
Varney record retrieval memo
Working group pamphlet '
Agency fact sheets: status of record retrieval/agency actions 
Agency press contacts list
History of informed consent standards (HHS)
Benefits of radiation experiments (HHS)

I

A

»

lbw
I

it'
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Re: Talking points for Agency heads, etc, April 21

i

For agency heads

families. 4

3. Expression of confidence in expertise and seriousness of
committee. f

For Ruth Faden

1
i i

cases
I /I

Model Soundbite

<

Ii

I

>

'PPR- ?-S4 THU 10:00 OFFICE OF THE DERM 
x

XT v

To: Mike Gauldin, DOE 
From: Steve Klaidman .

1. Assertion of committee's independence.

2. Outline of committee's goals.

the

Anyone with the slightest sense of decency can see the 
importance of exposing these experiments to daylight and making 
sure the subjects who are still alive, and their families, get the 
fair treatment and respect they deserve.

The Department of XXX guarantees this independent committee, of 
carefully selected experts whatever help it needs to do the job.

@004

i

1. Committment to a totally independent investigation.,

2. Committment to fair treatment and respect for subjects and

3. General statement on the need to be selective in choosing 
to be investigated.
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human radiation, experiments /»

COMMUNICATION MESSAGES

/

REINVENTING GOVERNMENT

/ I

I
It

REDUCING SECRECY

3^-

I
ICHANGE

I
>

I

i
>

- President Clinton has ordered government to reduce 
secrecy about past and current operations.

£
The review of human radiation experiments conducted during the 
Cold War is in line with several fundamental positions of the 
Clinton Administration:

This initiative represents part of the history-making 
change in government that the Clinton AH-mi ni gyration has 
brought to Washington.

i
i

Review of human experiments shows responsiveness to 
widespread public interest the subject and public 
desire that this period of our country's history be fully 
examined. /

■.W r*- •' *

I 
I

In the past, the government has been forced by Congress 
or citizen groups to examine the issue of experiments on 
humans. The response by previous administrations has been 
grudging and designed to down-play the issue. This is the 
first broad inquiry generated by the govemment itself.

If American citizens were endangered wrongfully by their own 
government during the Cold War, this Adm ini stration owes it to 
the American people to give a full accounting, to “come clean," 
and to issue an apology on behalf of the American people.|

THIS HISTORIC EFFORT IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE CHANGE THE CLINTON 
ADMINISTRATION HAS BROUGHT TO WASHINGTON.

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION IS UNDERTAKING THIS TASK BECAUSE IT IS 
THE RIGHT THING TO DO- >

/
- This initiative will make records of government actions 
available to the public in a way that they can reasonably be 
studied, rather than ignored in obscure corners all over the 
country.

EARNING TRUST AND CREDIBILITY

- The Clinton Administration believes that the American 
people have a right to trust their government and 
trust can only be achieved if the government is open and 
truthful with the people.



Date: 05/03/94

Stillborns tested for radiation in 1950s

The tests on stillborns were carried out at the University of Chicago under 
the code name Sunshine Project. In the experiment, the babies and adult 
corpses were tested to see how much radiation had entered the food supply as a 
result of above-ground nuclear testing in Nevada.

CHICAGO, May 3 (May 3) UPI - The federal government conducted radiation tests 
on stillborn babies in the 1950s to measure the amount of nuclear fallout in 
the food supply, according to newly declassified documents.

The disclosure is the latest in a string of revelations about Cold War-era 
human tests contained in the declassified documents. Earlier documents 
revealed that mentally retarded teenagers and other disadvantaged people were 
unwittingly administered radiation doses to observe their effect on humans.

President Clinton has appointed a committee to investigate the tests and 
determine if compensation is owed to survivors.

The documents showed that 44 stillborn babies were used in the fallout tests, 
which were conducted from the early to mid-1950s. None of the babies died as a 
result of the tests, said Steve Gallson, an Energy Department radiation 
specialist.

No mention is made in the notes of the project's director of how the babies 
were obtained, or if parental consent was given. The Sunshine Project was 
headed by Nobel laureate Willard Libby of the University of Chicago.

He said the experiments were done to determine how much radiation the human 
body could bear, and were probably useful in trying to determine the health 
effects of nuclear testing. Stillborns were preferred because the babies had 
not been exposed to other environmental sources of radiation.

The information was contained in materials released Monday by the U. S. 
Department of Energy and the university, which has agreed to reveal details 
about the former Atomic Energy Commission's Cold War experiments on humans 
early in the nuclear age.

Time: 10:57
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ROCKEFELLER TO CHAIR HEARING ON HEALTH EFFECTS OF 
SECRET MILITARY RESEARCH AND OTHER INTENTIONAL EXPOSURES

The hearing will disclose the results of an intensive 6-month investigation conducted by the 
Committee. The investigation focuses on Persian Gulf War veterans, but extends front World War II-era 
veterans to the present. Committee staff found that when soldiers participate in secret experiments that can 
cause physical harm, the lack of medical records and public information about those experiments have made 
it impossible for many veterans to obtain the medical care and compensation to which they are entitled.

Washington, DC - Illnesses and potentially fatal diseases resulting from the intentional exposures 
of hundreds of thousands of U.S. servicemen and women for 50 years will be examined in a hearing of the 
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, chaired by Sen. John D. Rockefeller IV (D-WV). The hearing will 
be held on Friday, May 6, starting at 10 a.m. in Room 106 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Members of the Committee, in addition to Senator Rockefeller, arc Senators Dennis DeConcini 
(D-AZ), George J. Mitchell (D-ME), Bob Graham (D-FL), Daniel K. Akaka (D-Hl), Thomas A. Daschle 
(D-SD), Ben Nighthorse Campbell (D-CO), Frank II. Murkowski (R-AK), Strom Thurmond (R-SC), Alan 
K. Simpson (R-WY), Arlen Specter (R-PA), and James M. Jeffords (R-VT).

In addition to the risks of the experiments and the unapproved vaccines and untested uses of 
medication, witnesses will also describe the removal and intentional omission of information from soldiers’ 
medical records.

Witnesses will include officials from the Department of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and the Food and Drug Administration, as well as veterans from World War II, the Persian Gulf War, and 
Dugway Proving Grounds, a military facility in Utah. Expens on the potential health effects of these 
intentional exposures will also testify.

Contact. Diana Zuckerman 
(202) 224-9126

"We’d like to think that abuses such as radiation exposure, exposure to chemical or biological 
weapons, and other outrages are a thing of the past, but the legacy continues," according to Sen. 
Rockefeller. "During the Persian Gulf War, hundreds of thousands of soldiers were given experimental 
vaccines and drugs, and our investigation indicates that these medical products could be causing many of 
the ‘mysterious illnesses' those veterans are now experiencing. And for at least a decade, and continuing 
today, the testing of chemical and biological agents at military facilities may be putting our soldiers and 
civilians at risk."

For immediate release: 
April 29, 1994

John D. Rockefeller IV, Chairman 

Room SR-414 • Russell Senate Office Building • Washington. D.C. 20510-6375 

 (202) 224-9126 • Fax (202) 224-9575

Ofet, Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
1 1 ’ f
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

April 21, 1994For Immediate Release

Only by dealing honestly with the past can we hope to build a better future.

-30-30-30-

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS 

MEETING

I commend the work already done by Secretary O’Leary, other members of the 
Cabinet, and the many other agency officials on the issue of government-sponsored human 
radiation experiments which took place during the past 50 years. Today’s first meeting of 
the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments is another step by the 
Administration to have an honest and open approach to its investigation of the Cold War-era 

experiments.

The Advisory Committee has an important task in determining whether the U.S. 
government treated its own citizens wrongfully through human experimentation. Both those 
Americans who were the subject of these questioned experiments and the scientists who 
performed them deserve a fair and thorough investigation.
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NEWS MEDIA CONTACT
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The first meeting of the White House Independent Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments will take place at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 
10 Thomas Circle, Washington, D.C., on April 21-22, 1994.

Chaired by Dr. Ruth Faden, an esteemed medical ethicist from Johns 
Hopkins University, the committee is composed of non-governmental interested 
persons and experts in the fields of ethics, science, medicine, and law. The 
committee will review past human experiments using ionizing radiation 
sponsored or conducted by the federal government and advise the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group on the scientific or ethical standards of 

the experiments.

The meeting is open to the public. Hours are from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Media should register at the door, and a special area will be provided.

Dr. Ruth Faden will be available to talk with media at noon on Thursday.
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Dr. Ruth Fayden will be available to talk with media at noon.
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The first meeting of the White House independent Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments will take place at the Ramada Plaza Hotel,
10 Thomas Circle, Washington, D.C., on April 21-22, 1994.

The meeting is open to the public. Hours are from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Media should register at the door, and a special area will be provided.

Chaired by Dr. Ruth Faden, an esteemed medical ethicist from Johns 
Hopkins University, the Committee is composed of non-governmental interested 
persons and experts in the fields of ethics, science, medicine, and law. The 
Committee will review past human experiments using ionizing radiation 
sponsored or conducted by the federal government and advise the Human 
Radiation Interagency Working Group on the scientific or ethical standards of 
the experiments.
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(Laughter.)

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER EDITORS

Our mission at this moment in history, I believe, is to 
ensure the American Dream for the next generation — to bring the 
American people together; to move our country forward; to make sure 
the middle class grows and survives well into the 21st century.

J.W. Marriott
Washington, D. C.

Thank you very much, Bill, for the
And thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for the

THE PRESIDENT: 
introduction.
invitation to come by again.

Most of those people were obsessed with working hard and 
taking care of their families and building a better future for their 
children; and they never doubted they could do it. There's a reason, 
I think, we ought to think about that today — and that is that there 
are a lot of people who doubt that we can continue to do it.

But let me say I've been thinking about it a lot lately 
because it gave me a chance to relive a period in American history 
that spanned my mother's life, as well as my own, starting in the 
Depression. In many ways, like everybody's family, her life was 
unique. But it was in many ways like that of so many people who grew 
up in the Depression and World War II, and exemplified and made 
possible the rise of the American middle class.

I can't help noting some satisfaction that the president 
of this organization is not only the editor of the Oregonian, which 
endorsed my candidacy in 1992 — the first time it ever endorsed a 
Democrat for President. I hope they haven't had second thoughts. 
(Laughter.) He also spent the first eight years of his life in 
Arkansas, which didn't seem to do him too much harm.

I am delighted to be here. I want to make a few remarks 
and then open the floor to questions. We probably have some things 
in common — both of us battle, from time to time, with reporters. 
(Laughter.) And I recently did some light editing on my mother's 
autobiography, so I appreciate the difficulty of editing things. It 
was a little easier for me — my mother, when she got very ill, I 
said, what are we going to do if you don't finish your book? She 
said, you finish it, don't touch anything I said about you — 
(laughter); check the facts, don't let me be too hard on the living. 
So it was easier for me than it was for you.



Most of my mother's generation, at least that I knew, 
would never have put it this way, but they lived by a creed that I 
was taught by a professor of western civilization at Georgetown, who 
told me that the great secret of Western Civilization in general, and 
the United States of America specifically was, that always at every 
moment in time, a majority of us had believed that the future could 
be better than the present, and that each of us had a personal, moral 
responsibility to make it so. In pursuit of that dream, the
Americans in this century have made a solemn bargain with their 
government — government should work to help those who help 
themselves.

But our generation is full of parental stories about the 
sacrifices that were made for us so that we could do better. And all 
of us in this room have been exceedingly fortunate in that regard. 
The generation that our parents were a part of built the houses, the 
schools, educated the children that built the explosion of American 
energy and industry after the second world war.

My mother's generation knew what we are learning, and 
that is that the preservation of these kinds of dreams is not as 
simple as just talking about it. She had to leave home after she was 
widowed to further her education so she could make a good living. 
And my earliest memory as a child is of my grandmother taking me to 
see my mother in New Orleans when she was in school and then seeing 
her cry when I left the train station as a little child.

Forty-nine years ago today, Harry Truman spent his first 
full day as President of the United States. No one ever did more to 
honor that solemn bargain. After World War II, our country chose the 
course of confidence not cynicism, building a stable world economy in 
which we could flourish — with the Marshall Plan and the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, which we have just concluded the 
Uruguay Round.

We lifted a majority of our people into the middle 
class, not by giving them something for nothing, but by giving them 
the opportunity to work hard and succeed. In just two months, we'll 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the G.I. Bill of Rights, which 
helped more than 20 million American veterans to get an education, 
and millions more to build businesses and homes.

Underneath the magnificent material mileposts, which 
left us with only 6 percent of the world's population then and 40 
percent of the world's economic output was a set of values. They 
believed we had to work hard; that we had a duty to do right by our 
community and our neighbors; that we were obliged to take 
responsibility for ourselves and our families. Without those values, 
the successes would not have occurred, and nothing else passed on to 
us would amount to much for we would quickly squander whatever 
material benefits we had.

These great achievements did not belong to any 
particular party. They were American decisions. They were not the 
reflection of a country pulled to the right or to the left, but a 
country always pushing forward. They reflected the vision and the 
values of leaders of both parties. After Truman, Eisenhower 
continued the tradition by building the interstate highway system and 
by investing in the space program and science and technology and in 
education. The tradition continued in the next administrations, all 



security.

Three decades ago, in 1960, 
were 5.3 percent of total children born, 
to 18.4 percent; in 1990, to 28 percent.

The fear of violent crime has made neighbors seem like
And as Senator Pat Moynihan of New York has said.

We're simply getting

working toward greater prosperity but rooted in certain values that 
enabled us to go forward.

So we have these problems that, let's face it, brought 
me to the presidency in 1992 — the abjective conditions that 
Americans were groping to come to grips with. You can be proud that 
so many newspapers have done so much to not only call attention to 
these problems but to make them really real in the lives of people 
and to cry out for new thinking.

strangers.
Americans have begun to "define deviancy down." 
used to things that we never would have considered acceptable just a 
few years ago.

But the seeds of our new difficulties that we face in 
such stark reality today were sown beginning three decades ago, and 
changes in our social fabric, and two decades ago in changes in our 
general economic condition. We have seen the weakening slowly of the 
institutions and the values which built the middle class and the 
economic underpinnings which made it possible in theory, at least, 
for all Americans to achieve it.

In the 1980s, the world continued to change dramatically 
economically. And I would argue that, in general, our collective 
response to it was wrong; even though many of our best companies made 
dramatic productivity gains which are benefitting us today. We 
reduced taxes for some Americans — mostly the wealthy Americans — 
and we increased the deficit. But increases in Social Security taxes 
and state and local taxes put further strains on middle-class 
incomes. From 1981 to 1993, our nation's debt quadrupled, while job 
creation and the general living standard of the wage-earning middle 
class stagnated or declined.

In its remarkable series, "America: What Went Wrong," 
the Philadelphia Inquirer showed how the national government's 
policies had undermined the middle class already under stress by a 
global economy. Of all the facts cited by Donald Bartlett and James

births outside of marriage
In 1980, the rate had risen 
There are many of those who 

say, well, Mr. President, you're overstating the case because the 
birth rate among married couples has dropped so much. It may be. 
All I know is that those kids are our future, and the trends are 
inescapable and disturbing. And the rates for teen mothers in 
poverty and for all mothers without a high school education of out- 
of-wedlock birth rates are far, far higher than the 28 percent that I 
just said.

In the post-war economy, a high school diploma meant 
By the time of the 1990 census, it was clear that a high 

school diploma meant you'd probably be in a job where your income 
would not even keep up with inflation. Most middle-class families 
have to work longer hours to stay even. The average working family 
in 1992 was spending more hours on the job than it did in 1969. And 
in too many neighborhoods, the vacuum that has been created by the 
absence of work and community and family has been filled by crime and 
violence and drugs.



Whether it is in addressing North Korea's nuclear 
program, which protects not only our troops on the Peninsula, but 
ultimately the interests of all Americans; or supporting reforms in 
the Soviet Union, which helps to destroy missiles once aimed at us 
and to create new market opportunities for the future; or by 
harnessing NATO's power and the service of diplomacy in troubled 
Bosnia, which will help to prevent a wider war and contain a flood of 
refugees. Our efforts to stop the shelling of Sarajevo and the 
attacks on Gorazde, to bring the Serbs back to the negotiating table, 
to build on the agreement made by the Croats and the Bosnian Muslims, 
enhanced both Europe's security and our own.

Our administration owes a special debt to Eileen 
Welsome's series in the Albuquerque Tribune exposing secret 
governmental radiation experiments conducted decades ago which have 
consequences today. And I'm proud of the openness that the Secretary 
of Energy, Hazel O'Leary has brought to the Energy Department in 
dealing with this.

The Chicago Tribune on its front page underscored the 
epidemic of violence killing so many of our children and robbing so 
many others of their childhood. The Los Angeles Times explored the 
loss of a sense of community that prompted the riots there two years 
ago. Recently when I was in Detroit for the jobs conference, the 
papers there talked about the changing job market and the state that 
was the automobile capital of the world — the good and the bad 
dislocations that have occurred and what was working.

Steele, one stood out to me. In 1952 it took the average worker a 
day of work to pay the closing costs on a home in the Philadelphia 
suburbs. In the 1990s. it took 18 weeks.

There are lots of other things I could mention — the 
Akron Beacon Journal's examination of race relations there. The 
Minneapolis Star Tribune's editorial board hosted me the other day, 
and I had one of the most searching and rewarding discussions of the 
health care conditions in our country that I have had in a long time.

The future of our American leadership depends upon what 
we do at home, but also what we do abroad. Last year among the most 
important developments were the trade agreements — the NAFTA 
agreement, the GATT agreement, the historic meeting we had with the 
leaders of the Asian Pacific communities. But we have a lot of 
problems, too. By attempting to come to grips with them in a world 
increasingly disorderly, we hope to preserve an environment in which 
America can grow and Americans can flourish.

Recently in the Pulitzer Prizes, which were awarded 
yesterday, I noted that Bill Raspberry got a well-deserved Pulitzer 
for his commentaries on social and political subjects. And Isabel 
Wilkerson's report on children growing up in the inner city in New 
York — The New York Times won.

Every day, you are challenging us to think and to care 
through your newspapers. My job is to act. As I travel the country, 
I see that that is basically what people want us to do. They want us 
to be careful; they know we live in a cynical age and they're 
skeptical that the government would even mess up a one-car parade. 
But they want us to act.



The economic plan creates new opportunities to send 
people to college by lowering the interest rates and broadening the 
eligibility for college loans and then changing the terms of
repayment so that young people can pay them back as a percentage of 
their earnings regardless of how much they borrow.

Here at home, for the past 15 months, we have focused on 
starting the engines of upward mobility — to try to make sure we can 
remember the values of the so-called "forgotten middle class" with an 
economic plan that is fair — with cuts that are real, investments 
that are smart, a declining deficit and growing jobs.

There is in this economic plan a new business capital 
gains tax rewarding investments to the long-term people who make new 
investments for five years or more will get a 50 percent tax cut in 
the tax rate. And a 70 percent increase in the small business 
expensing provision — something that's been almost entirely 
overlooked — which makes 90 percent of the small businesses in the 
United States of America — those with taxable incomes of under 
$100,000 — eligible for an income tax cut.

We're fighting for a revitalized Clean Water Act — a 
safe drinking water act, a reformed superfund program. All of them 
will clean the environment, but they will also create the jobs of 
tomorrow, everybody from engineers to pipefitters.

The economy has generated a 20 percent increase in auto 
sales and 2.5 million new jobs — 90 percent of these new jobs are in 
the private sector. That's a far higher percentage than the new jobs 
of the '80s.

The combination of declining deficits — which will 
amount to three years in a row if this budget is adopted — we'll 
have three years of reclining deficits in a row for the first time 
since Harry Truman was the President of the United States. And it 
has produced steady growth and low inflation, leading many of our 
most respected economists, from the Fed Chairman, Alan Greenspan, to 
Alan Sinai, to say that our economy and its fundamentals has the best 
prospects it's had in two to three decades. Inflation is projected 
to be lower this year than last year. We've come a long way.

Last year, our budget cut 340 programs, including most 
major entitlements. This year, the budget calls for cutting 379 
programs, including the outright elimination of a hundred of them. 
As we cut unneeded programs, we're investing more in education, in 
medical research, in the technologies of tomorrow that create jobs 
now — whether in defense conversion or in environmental sciences.

As April 15th approaches, people will see that I did 
tell the truth last year about our economic program — 1.2 percent of 
Americans will pay more in income taxes, including me and some others 
in this room. All that money will go to reduce the deficit. One- 
sixth of America's workers will get an income tax cut this year 
because they are working hard and raising children but hovering 
around the poverty line. And we are attempting to reward work over 
welfare, and to prove that people even in this tough, competitive 
environment can be successful workers and successful parents. That's 
why the Earned Income Tax Credit was expanded so much. I believe it 
was the right thing to do.



We are working on lobbying and campaign forms which, if 
the Congress will pass them, and I believe they will, will help us to 
change the culture of Washington in a very positive way. The
National Service program this year will have 20,000 young people 
earning money for their college educations by solving the problems of 
this country in a grass roots fashion in their communities or in 
others all across America. And the year after next we'll have
100,000 young people doing that.

Our country is more than an economy; it is a community 
of shared values — values which have to be strengthened. This year, 
we are working on things that will both strengthen the economy and 
strengthen our community. We're working on a welfare system which 
will continue to reward work and family and encourage people and, in 
some cases, require people to move from welfare to work through 
welfare reform.

But a part of it stems from the fact that we have a 
system which is plainly inefficient; and which, in paperwork burdens 
alone, may cost as much as a dime on the dollar more than any other 
system in the world. We are also the only advanced country in the 
world that has not figured out how to provide health care to all its 
citizens. Everybody else has figured out how to do it. The result 
of that is that almost all of you work for companies that pay too 
much for your health care; because when people who don't have health 
insurance get real sick, they tend to get health care when it's too 
late, too expensive, at the emergency room; and they pass the cost on 
to the rest of you in higher premiums. If you live in rural areas 

But there's a long way to go. There's still too many 
people out of work; too many people working for low wages; too many 
people who know that they can work harder and harder and harder and 
they still won't have the opportunity of doing better. And there are 
too many people who are left out altogether, living in environments 
that are, at worst, downright dangerous.

The Vice President's reinventing government program has 
been a dramatic example of giving us a government that will work 
better for less by slashing paperwork and regulations; and, again, if 
this budget is adopted — thanks to the work already done by the 
Congress — will lead us, in a five-year period, to a reduction of 
the federal government by 252,000 workers; in a six-year period, by 
272,000 period; so that in the end of five years, we will have the 
smallest federal government since the 1960s — the early '60s. I'll 
tell you what we're going to do with the money in a minute.

But we are moving in the right direction. The health 
care reform debate is a big part of that. I know there's a lot of 
good in our health care system — we don't want to mess with it, we 
want to fix what's wrong. But nobody who has seriously analyzed it 
can doubt that we have the worst and the most inefficient system of 
financing health care of any of the advanced countries. No other 
country spends more than 10 percent of its economy on health care — 
we spend 14.5 percent of our income. Part of that's because we're 
more violent; part of it's because we have high rates of AIDS; part 
of it's for good reasons — we spend more on medical research and 
technology, and we wish to continue to do that. No one would give up 
that premium. It's an important part of our world leadership and our 
global economy. Indeed, we need to find ways to do more in some of 
these areas — in biotechnology, for example.



where the costs can't be passed along, the cost is passed along in 
another way — in lower quality of health care when the hospital 
closes or the clinic close or the last doctor moves away.

For all of this, there is still a lot of things — maybe 
the most important things about America — that government can't do. 
Nothing has reminded me more of that than the headlines in today's 
Washington Post. I'm sure you saw the story. Two 10-year-old boys 
were taken into custody yesterday in an elementary school not far 
from here just across the line in Maryland. They were charged with 
planning to sell crack cocaine found in one of their school bags. 
Even in this jaded age, most everybody, including the school 
officials at the school, were shocked.

And finally this year we're going to try to change the 
unemployment system into a reemployment system. All of you as 
employers pay unemployment taxes into a system that is fundamentally 
broken. The average person when laid off was called back after a 
period to his or her old job when the unemployment system was 
created. And the unemployment system was just sort of a fair way for 
the employer to contribute to the maintenance of that person at a 
lower wage level while on unemployment. But today most people don't 
get called back to their old jobs. Instead they have to find new 
ones. And we should no longer ask people to pay for a system that 
leaves people idle for a period of months after which they're out of 
work with no training^ no skill and not a good prospect for the 
future. So we believe from the day a person is unemployed, he or she 
should be involved in a retraining and a new job placement program 
immediately. It will cut the period of unemployment; it will 
increase the national income; and it will certainly honor the values 
of the American middle class if we change this system.

The education initiatives of our administration are 
important in this regard. The Goals 2000 bill I just signed for the 
first time in American history sets national standards of world class 
excellence in education and encourages schools to use grass roots 
reforms to achieve them. The student loan reforms will open college 
education to more young people than ever before.

Eighty one million Americans live in families with 
someone with a preexisting condition, who's been sick before; so that 
they pay too much for insurance, can't get it, or can never change 
jobs. This is an important part of rebuilding a faith in the middle 
class. It's no accident that the First Lady and I have received a 
million letters that people — telling us their personal stories. 
They aren't pikers, they're people who have paid their dues, who work 
hard, who want to make something of themselves in this country. And 
because of the way we finance health care, they haven't been able to 
do it.

We can do a lot of things to put this country back where 
it belongs. We can and must pass the crime bill to deal with a lot 
of these problems. It's a good crime bill — 100,000 more police 
officers; a ban on 28 kinds of assault weapons; the most innovative 
prevention programs we have ever supported at the national level to 
try to keep young kids out of trouble and give them something to say 
yes to as well as things to say no to; tougher punishment in what I 
think are sensible ways. And how are we going to pay for it — $22 
billion over five years? With a $250,000 reduction in the federal 
work force, not with a tax increase.



it.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

* * * * *

Finally, let me just say this. A couple of nights ago, 
we marked the end of the year honoring the 250th birthday of Thomas 
Jefferson. For you as journalists, of course, his commitment to 
freedom of expression was his greatest gift to us. I don't know how 
many journalists I've had quote Jefferson's famous line that if he 
had to choose a government without newspapers, or newspapers without 
a government, he would unhesitatingly choose the latter. My response 
is always, he said that before he became President. (Laughter.)

We all share the responsibility in achieving that kind 
of change and progress. I think we have got to get together. We've 
got to go on with the work before us. We cannot afford to be 
diverted or divided in this town. We cannot afford to ignore the 
urgent tasks at hand. And we cannot afford to ignore the possibility 
that we can really make a difference; that we can ensure for the next 
generation of children the values and the life that were given to us 
by the generation which preceded us. And that, I submit to you, is 
the job of the President and the job of the American people in 1994.

But Jefferson's great legacy, in some ways, was the 
advocacy of relentless change. He said that we'd have to change our 
whole way of doing things once every generation or so. He said the 
Earth belongs to the living. In other words, the great power of the 
idea that change and progress is possible if rooted in fixed 
principles is really the idea we need to bring to American life 
today.

But there's a line, or a lesson, that we often overlook. 
Jefferson was also a slaveholder, even though he wrote three or four 
times in various places attempts to limit slavery, or do away with 

If you go to the Jefferson Memorial, you find that wonderful 
quote when he says, "I tremble for my country when I reflect that God 
is just and his justice cannot sleep forever.” He knew it was wrong, 
but he couldn't change it.

But even if you do that, we cannot live the lives of 
children for them. So every one of us — every parent, every 
teacher, every person has to somehow find a way to reach these kids 
before it's too late. Somehow the young people who make it know that 
they're important; they understand that their lives matter; they 
understand that there can be a future; they think about the future in 
terms of what happens five or 10 years or 20 years from now instead 
of what happens five or 10 minutes from now. They understand that 
they have to fight to find ways other than violence to solve their 
problems or deal with their frustrations. They have to come to 
understand that children having children is just wrong, and can't 
lead to anything good for them; that drugs will ruin their lives. 
We've got a lot of kids now who are beginning to creep back into drug 
use just because they think it's hopeless out there. We have to 
change that, and we have to help them change that. And a government 
program, alone, cannot do it. We have to do it with the kinds of 
things you do with these special reportings in your newspaper, and 
galvanizing and organizing people all over this country, community by 
community.



Q

go away.

If you go to the places that are in the worst trouble in 
America today, all three of those things are in deep distress — not 
very much sense of community, not very much work, and families in 
ruins.

And what I'm trying to do, sir, is to try to create an 
environment in which we support family, work and community, both with 
incentives for people to do the right thing, like giving a tax break 
to working people so they won't feel that they'd be better off on 
welfare — they're hovering at the poverty line; to dealing with the 
kinds of things that Secretary Cisneros dealt with when he spent the 
night in the Robert Taylor Homes Project of Chicago the other night 
— trying to find ways for the people who live in public housing to 
be secure, to build their own communities, take control of their own 
destiny and to be safe from that.

But I agree with you, I think a lot of these problems we 
identify are the consequences of the fundamental stress on those 
three things — work, family and community.

Mr. President — we know if truth be told that 
presidents tend to think of the press as an interest group on bad 
days — self-absorbed and self-interested. But from this side of the 
velvet rope, we like to think of ourselves as guardians of the public 
interest and watchdogs, and it's in that spirit that I ask this 
question.

Q The President has agreed to take questions, but I 
want you to remember the ground rules for ASNE. You must be a member 
of this organization. And you must identify yourself and the 
newspaper with which you represent or the company. We have three 
mikes on the floor, and I will start over to my right.

And furthermore, we know problems in the world will not 
Our soldiers will be involved and our press must go with

Q Mr. President — could it be that our abused 
children and youth delinquency and crime is merely a symptom? And if 
it is a symptom of an epidemic of adult delinquency and abuse, when 
can we really get to the problem of addressing the disease instead of 
the symptom?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think — in some ways I think it 
is a symptom. I think it is the outgrowth — if you think about what 
makes all societies work — basically what makes societies work, what 
makes them function, what guarantees a healthy environment — it is 
basically a devotion to the family unit; a devotion to the idea that 
everybody ought to have some useful work to perform; and an 
understanding that while the rights of individuals are important, the 
interest of the community at large are important, too; and that all 
of us find most personal fulfillment when we live in a community that 
itself is succeeding. So we have obligations to a larger community.

I'd like to know what more can be done, from your point 
of view, to open up the government to the people? And specifically, 
what can be done with the new technologies of FOIA, Freedom of 
Information Act, which is now — government records are now 
electronic, and we need access to those records in order to do our 
jobs to tell the people how you are conducting your affairs.



country.
It's

You
The 
I

We've seen some deterioration in Pentagon policies over 
In keeping with the needs of military security, what can you 

do to further democracy and to put yourself behind the idea of an 
open government that is responsive to press needs?

them, 
access.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we have worked hard through the 
Executive Branch to resolve other labor disputes, as you know, 
including the one involving the airlines recently. So I am not 
averse to that. But if you'll remember, at the time I said that 
there was an actual strike in place that was of significant duration 
for a company — Caterpillar — that is very important to this whole 

A lot of you may not know this — Caterpillar has as much 
as 80 percent of the Japanese market for some of its products, 
a very, very important company.

Q Mr. President — two years ago this week while you 
were in Peoria, walking the picket lines at Catepillar, Inc., you 
called upon President Bush to bring the conflicting parties to the 
White House, to the Oval Office, to try to resolve the conflict, 
said that it was the appropriate thing for the President to do. 
conflict remains unresolved and another strike may be imminent, 
wonder whether you think presidential intervention is still 
appropriate, and what form that might take?

On the fourth question, I can't give you a satisfactory 
answer because I haven't made up my own mind yet, and I don't think I 
know enough to make a decision; and that is, the relationship of the 
press to our military operations in time of combat. I'm not 
rebuffing you, I'm just telling you I have not thought it through, 
and I don't know what my options are.

You made a specific comment about technology, and 
whether technology can be used to facilitate this. And we do have a 
couple people at the White House — and unfortunately, I'm not one of 
them — who know a whole lot about this. And we've tried to use 
things like E-mail more, and things like that. But I have — that's 
one of the things that I've asked our people to study, is how we can 
use this so-called information superhighway to hook the news media of 
the country into the government more for things that are plainly 
available anyway, and whether that could be facilitated. Just the 
technological transfers, I think, would make a big difference.

And so, I guess what I have to tell you is if the strike 
occurs and if it is of significant duration, and if there is 
something that I think we can do about it, I would be glad to look 
into that. But what I have tried to do on all labor disputes is not 
to prematurely intervene — there is no strike at this moment — not 
to prematurely intervene, and to take it on a case by case basis

But on the other three things, I think we're in accord, 
and I will try to do a little more work on the whole issue of 
technology transfer and interconnection. And I think we are moving 
forward to open more records.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, I think I mentioned 
one example in my opening remarks. And that is, I think that the 
Energy Department is doing quite a good job in dealing with the whole 
radiation issue. We also have under the review all the sort of, the 
secrecy rules of government; and we expect to change them and make 
available a lot more records than have been available in the past.



if it happens,

Q

The third thing I would say is, while I am in no 
position to comment on this, you ought to read what Garrison Keillor 
said last night at the Radio and Television Correspondents Dinner.

And I just think that always, any kind of unrestricted 
freedom imposes great responsibility on people. And what happens 
here is, when you've got — for example, you've got all these 
different new outlets; you've got all these channels; you've got all 
this time to fill; you have all this competition now from the 
tabloids; you have the highly-motivated political outlets posing as 
news media, but not really, trying to affect what the news media do. 
It is more difficult to be responsible now than ever before. It is a 
bigger challenge than ever before.

Secondly, I think it is — the press, at least in this 
town, is very different from most of the press outside this town in 
terms of what — how they work and what's important and all of that. 
But they are under more competitive and other pressures today than 
ever before. I said last night at the Radio and TV Correspondents 
Dinner that the Founding Fathers had two points of untrammeled 
freedom in our set-up. One was given to the Supreme Court and the 
lower federal courts — that is, they had lifetime jobs. And they 
got that because somebody had to make a final decision. They have 
limited power, but ultimate freedom. So they have to be careful not 
to abuse their freedom. The other was the press, because nobody 
could think of any practical way to limit the press. And, in fact, 
the limits have become less, not more, with the weakening of the 
libel laws over time.

Many columnists and editorial writers graded your 
administration after your first year in office. Turnabout is fair 
play; therefore what grades to you give the press for one — it's 
performance in covering your administration generally; and, two, it's 
coverage of Whitewater, in particular. (Laughter.)

Secondly, if I could grade the press, I wouldn't. 
(Laughter.) Especially not now. (Laughter.) But let me just say — 
let me make three points very quickly about it — either in general 
or on Whitewater. If you have any doubts about it, then that's good 
because you ought to be having doubts about things like this. But I 
want to make three points. One is, you can't generalize about the 
press today. You probably never could generalize about the press. 
But, believe me, it is far harder to generalize about it than ever 
before. There is no way you can do that.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me first of all say, the grade 
that they gave me is not as important to me as the grade, sort of 
objective criteria, that many of the journals here went through — 
just how much did we get done last year as compared with previous 
first-year presidencies. And all the objective analysis concluded 
that we had the best first year in a generation, in 30 years or more; 
just in terms of the volume and significance and difficulty of 
legislative achievements and advances. So I felt quite good about 
that, and that's how I measured my own.

depending on what the national interest is, and whether or not there 
is a positive role we could play. In the case of the airlines, there 
was; and one or two other cases — a railroad issue, and several 
others — there have been something we could do. And, 
you can be sure that I will look into very closely.



I could not add

That's an A-plus answer.Q (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thanks.

It was a stunning speech, 
to a group of media people, 
said some very thoughtful things.

I have never heard anyone speak that way
He obviously was from the heart and he 

And I — if you really care about 
the issue, I would urge you to read what he said.
anything to what he said last night.

The veterans hospital system worked quite well, sir, for 
a while, but it doesn't work now because the government can't run it 
without its being able to compete. I mean, what basically what 
happened is, there are fewer and fewer veterans who choose to use the 
veterans hospital network. They have other options for pay — 
they're eligible for Medicare; they have private insurance or 
whatever. The veterans hospital can't take that kind of pay, so it 
becomes more underfunded while the population it's treating goes 
down; and those difficulties feed on itself.

I think we've got a — basically, we have proposed to 
give the veterans hospital network the chance to compete and do well, 
but when those Veterans Hospitals are in trouble, that's why they're 
in trouble. What I propose to do instead is to have guaranteed 
private insurance; and all I want the government to do is to require 
guaranteed private insurance for the employed uninsured; give 
organized approval to give discounts to small businesses so they 
won't go broke providing the insurance; and then organized buyers co­
ops, so small business, farmers and self-employed people, can buy 
insurance on the same terms that big business employees and 
government employees can. And I don't want the federal government to 
do that, I just want it set up so that can be done at the state 
level.

But I certainly don't think we ought to have a 
government-run health care system. I think the government could 
create an environment in which everybody can get health insurance; we 
can bring cost in line with inflation — the right economic 
incentives for managed care are there; and the little folks have the

Q Mr. President, the people in my readership area 
seem to believe that health care is in need of reform, but nobody can 
seem to agree on just how to reform it. I'd like to — a veteran 
wrote in to us, and I'd like to ask this question on behalf of that 
veteran. He said if you ever want to see an example of why 
government should not run the health care system, look at the way the 
Veterans Administration runs its hospitals. Could you respond to 
that veteran?

THE PRESIDENT: That's why we don't recommend a 
government run the health care system. But there are — I have two 
responses to that. First of all, our plan does not provide for 
government-run health care. In fact, that's very rare in the world. 
The British system is the only one where the government actually 
delivers the health care, just about. There are some other systems, 
like the Canadian system, where the government finances it all. We 
have government-financed health care through the Medicare program. 
Most people think it's pretty good who are on it. But it's all — 
you know, if you are on Medicare, you get to choose your own doctor; 
it's all private care — all private.



That's all I

THE PRESIDENT:

But,

kidding.

same chance as the big folks to get affordable care, 
want to do.

Since then, the same people who asked for the special 
counsel so that these issues could be resolved in an appropriate and 
disciplined way and I could go back to work, have decided they were 

And they wanted to continue for us to deal with this. 
Well, I'm sorry, I'm doing the best I can while I do the job I was 
hired by the American people to do.

Q Good afternoon, Mr. President. Not long ago, I was 
watching television with my daughter and you were explaining some of 
the events that had gone on 15 years ago, or so, in Arkansas. And 
you said something about you remembered that there were — you'd lent 
$20,000 to your mother and so on. Essentially, new things were 
coming out and changing. And my daughter turned to me and said, 
"Dad, you know the problem? He sounds just like me when I'm trying 
to explain why I don't have my homework.” And I'm wondering, sir, 
other than perhaps suggesting to my daughter that she has a future in 
politics, what should I tell her?

All I can tell you, sir, is I have done my best to 
answer the questions asked of me. Maybe you have total and complete 
recollection of every question that might be — not is — might be 
asked of you at any moment of things that happened to you 12, 13, 14 
years ago. Maybe you could give your tax records up for 17 years 
and, at the moment, answer any question. Or maybe, instead, you want 
to go back to the hallmark question — you think I should have shut 
the whole federal government down and done nothing but study these 
things for the last two months.

I have been as candid and as forthright as possible. 
Sam Dash, the Watergate special prosecutor, said this is a very 
different administration than previous ones. These people have 
resisted no subpoenas. They have claimed no executive privilege. 
They have cooperated. They have turned all the documents over. I 

I would remind you that I was asked early on by the 
press and the Republicans to have a special counsel look into this on 
the grounds that then everyone could forget about it, and let the 
special counsel do his job, and I could go on and be President. I 
could give all the records up, and then when he had a question in his 
document search, he could ask me, we could work it out, and the issue 
could be resolved. So I said, sure, even though the criteria for 
appointing a special counsel weren't met — no one had accused me of 
any wrongdoing; certainly nothing connected with my presidency or my 
campaign for the presidency — I said, let's do it so I can go back 
to work. And that is what I have tried to do.

Well, let me tell you, let me give you 
an example. I'll just say one thing. Garrison Keillor said last 
night, he said, you know, all I know about Whitewater is what I read 
in the papers, so I don't understand it. (Laughter.) But he said — 
he said I — and let me — he made two statements; I'm just repeating 
what he said. He said, I really wasn't going to talk about
Whitewater tonight, but I was afraid if I didn't say anything, you'd 
think I know something about it. (Laughter.) Then he said, I 
suppose I ought to tell you that I've never been to Arkansas, 
he said, I'm reluctant to tell you that, because then you will attack 
me for not telling you that 30 days ago. (Laughter.)



have done everything I know to do.

And I have cooperated very

(Applause.)THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

We have time for one more question right here.Q

Q

Mountain Home (phonetic), Arkansas.THE PRESIDENT:

— who used to long ago stir up lots of trouble inQ
Arkansas.

My father helped run your campaign for Congress 20Q
years ago

And I'm grateful to him.He sure did.THE PRESIDENT:

in cases of rape or

You're still legendary down there, Mr. 
(Laughter.)

last week that our State 
liberalized so that it can 

And I

THE PRESIDENT:
Dearmore (phonetic).

Mr. President, I'm Tom Dearmore (phonetic), retired 
from the San Francisco Examiner and a native of your home state.

Q
for her response, and I think the response was wonderful, 
thank you very much for it.

All I was asking is what I should tell my daughter 
And I

The Associated Press reported
Department had protested that and wants it 
be used more or less across the board for population control, 
wonder if your administration really favors the unrestricted use by 
foreign countries of U.S. money that goes abroad for population 
control, for the unrestricted use for abortion, as in the case of 
some countries that perform these, of course, far into the third 
trimester? Do you favor any limitation at all on the use of American

But can I answer every question that anybody might ever 
ask me about something that happened 10, 15, 17 years ago on the spur 
of the moment and have total recall of all of that while trying to be 
President? No, sir, I cannot. But the special counsel has a process 
for dealing with that which would permit us to focus on the truly 
relevant questions and deal with it.
well. I will continue to do that.

I will also do my best to give information to the press. 
But I would just like to point out that the people who asked for the 
special counsel asked for it and said, the president ought to do this 
so we can clear the air and he can go on and be president. Now the 
suggestion is, the implication of your remark, sir, is that instead 
of that, I should stop being president and do my homework on this 
issue.

Q — in northern county. But I'm leaping a long way 
from the Ozarks having leapt to Washington and San Francisco since 
then. I'm going to ask a question related to foreign affairs which 
is also a highly controversial matter domestically. And, as you 
probably know, the United Nations Commission right now is trying to 
formulate a 20-year plan for the spending of money the U.N. receives 
for population control. And as presently written, the plan calls for 
the use of abortion funds it receives only 
incest.



«

taxpayers' money for abortion —

But, anyway, I've answered you what I think.

Thank you.Q

I'm looking forward to it, too. Thank
you.

END 1:27 P.M. EDT

On the other hand, I don't necessarily think that we 
ought to write the Hyde Amendment into international law, because 
there are a lot of countries who have a very different view of this 
and whose religious traditions treat it differently.

THE PRESIDENT:
(Applause.)

There may be other restrictions I would favor, but I can 
just tell you that on the front end, I think that those are the two 
places where I would not support our funding going in. And so I 
think that we ought to be very careful in how we do this.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I do. I do, and let me say first 
of all, I have asked — I did about two days ago — I saw a story on 
this, and I received a couple of letters about it. And I have asked 
to see the language that we are advocating and the language that it's 
in the present draft so that I can personally review it.

So I think that there is some room between the original 
draft and where — it appears, from the news reports, some folks in 
the State Department may be going to write a policy that most 
Americans can support. But I'm glad you brought it up.

I, myself, did not know about this until just a few days 
ago; and I have asked for a report, and I've asked to see the 
documents myself so I can get involved in it and at least try to have 
some influence on what happens. Of course, it's an international 
conference; we don't know exactly how it will come out in the end, 
and there will be countries and cultures that have widely clashing 
views on this.

My position on this, I think, is pretty clear. I think 
at a minimum that we should not fund abortions when the child is 
capable of living outside the mother's womb. That's what we permit 
to be criminalized in America today under Roe against Wade. And, 
secondly, we should not, in any way, shape or form fund abortions if 
they are enforced on citizens by the government — if they're against 
people's will.

Q Mr. President, thank you very much. (Applause.) 
We're looking forward to a more informal gathering with you Friday 
night.
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‘He Didn’t Know*
"Me and my father were close," 

said Joseph Larkins, a resident of 
Winter Haven, Fla., who testified to­
day. Mr. Larkins’s father, Willard, 
was a manufacturing worker with 
colon cancer who died in June 1971, 
less than three months after being 
exposed to the highest dose of radia­

and proposed compensating victims 
and their relatives. Today, Mr. Bry­
ant said the subcommittee would play 
an important role in assisting in the 
investigation and in considering any 
compensation legislation.

Representative David Mann, an 
Ohio Democrat on the subcommittee 
who called for the hearing, said the 
testimony would help Congress and 
the Administration answer the two 
most important questions about the 
Cincinnati experiment: whether pa­
tients were adequately Informed 
about the risks and whether the radi­
ation they received would help treat 
their cancers.

"If we find that the answer to ei­
ther of these questions is no," he said, 
"1 believe we have no choice but to 
conclude that the radiation experi­
ments were simply wrong and that 
the Government owes a huge apology 
to the victims, their families, and the 
nation."

The relatives who made the accu­
sations of forgery said the signatures 
on documents would indicate that the 
answers were indeed “no.” Many of 
the families have filed lawsuits 
against Dr. Saenger, his colleagues 
and the university.

Families tell of loved 
ones on downhill 
spirals toward death 
in the 60’s and 70’s..

From 1960 to 1971 Dr. Saenger and 
his colleagues at the University of 
Cincinnati exposed 88 cancer patients 
to the highest levels of whole body 
radiation, and, some experts say, 
may have caused the most deaths of 
all the known Government-sponsored 
radiation experiments since World 
War II.

All but one of the 88 patients have 
been dead for years, and there is 
disagreement about how many could 
have died of radiation poisoning rath­
er than cancer. Many were poor and 
black, patients at Cincinnati General, 
a public hospital, and had inoperable 
breast, lung or gastrointestinal tu­
mors.

Three members of the House Judi­
ciary Subcommittee on Administra­
tive Law and Governmental Rela­
tions, including the chairman, Repre­
sentative John Bryant of Texas, ques­
tioned witnesses in the one-day hear­
ing al the United Slates Courthouse 
here.

In December, the Clinton Adminis­
tration began an investigation of this 
and other human radiation experi­
ments backed by the Government 

lion in the experiment, the equivalent 
of 20,000 chest X-rays.

“He would have told me if he knew 
what was going on," his son said 
today. "But he never said anything 
because he didn’t know. And when I 
finally got his patient records, 1 saw 
that the signature on some of the 
papers wasn’t his. He was left-handed 
and had real neat handwriting. The 
signatures on those papers didn’t look 
anything like his."

Earlier this month, Dr. Saenger’s 
lawyer, R. Joseph Parker, said in an 
interview that the families would stop 
their complaints once they saw the 
patient records. But today, the rela- | !  • ■ - • ■ a ■ a

worst fears.
One of the patients who was ex­

posed to whole-body radiation by Dr. 
Saenger was Amelia Jackson, a cook 
at Pogue’s Department Store. In 1966, 
doctors found that the 52-year-old Ms. 
Jackson had colon cancer. She was 
irradiated in October of that year and 
died on March 25, 1967.

Her granddaughter, Gloria Nelson, 
testified today that Ms. Jackson was 
strong and still working before she 
was treated by Dr. Saenger and his 
colleagues. But after the treatment 
with 100 rads of whole body radiation, 
or the equivalent of 7,500 chest X- 
rays, she bled and vomited for days, 
and ^vas never again able to care for 
herself, said her granddaughter.

Ms. Nelson said that although her 
grandmother was illiterate, she could 
write her name. And the signature on 
the consent form for the experiment-, 
Ms. Nelson asserted, was a forgery.

“The spelling of her name is different 
and the writing is not the same,” said 
Ms. Nelson.

Another relative testifying today 
was Catherine O. Hager, the daughter 
of Joseph Mitchell, who had lung can; 
cer and died in July 1965, 74 days 
after being irradiated. She said hef 
father never knew he was part of an 
experiment and described the "drasj 
tic downhill spiral" Mr. Mitchell en^ 
dured after the treatment.

"My father was burnt pretty bad 
after that,” she said. "He was bedrid­
den. We had to bathe him. He couldn't 
eat. He couldn’t sit up. Whatever 
came out of him, whatever spittle, we 

lives said the records confirmed their had to save and send back to the 
hospital."

Dr. Saenger, 77, who retired from 
the faculty of the University of Cin­
cinnati but still testifies as an expert 
witness in radiation cases for the 
Department of Justice, said all the 
patients in the study had been well- 
informed about the purpose and risks 
of the study.

In testimony today, Dr. Saenger 
said the patients were well cared for, 
and that the patients benefited from 
the whole body radiation. He pointed 
to the lone survivor of the experi­
ment, a woman who had Ewings sar­
coma, a cancer of the bone marrow. 

"There were 20 cases In which pa­
tients survived longer than one 
year," said Dr. Saenger. "Except for 
the one patient with Ewings tumor 
who remains alive after 25 years, the 
longest survivor lived 9 years. Two 
other relatively long survivors lived 
five years."

By KEITH SCHNEIDER 
Special lo llw New York 1 imrs

CINCINNATI, April 11 — Re­
searchers at the University of Cincin­
nati who exposed patients to intense 
doses of radiation in a cold-war-cra 
experiment were accused today of 
forging the signatures of patients on 
consent forms and other medical doc­
uments.

The accusations, which came in a 
Congressional hearing held here on 
the experiment, were made by rela­
tives of several cancer patients who 
were involved in the research, which 
was financed in part by the Pentagon 
and conducted during the 1960’s and 
early 1970’s.

Although the military was interest­
ed in the experiment because it want­
ed to discover how much radiation a 
soldier could endure before becoming 
disoriented, researchers ' said the 
main purpose of the test was to de­
velop cancer treatments.

The leader of the experiment, Dr. 
Eugene L. Saenger, a retired radiolo­
gist at the university, also testified 
today and said that nothing about the 
conduct of the research or its out­
come was unsafe or improper, and 
that the patients were informed of the 
purpose of the test. There was no 
immediate reaction to the accusa­
tions of forgery by either Dr. Saenger 
or by the university’s president, Dr. 
Joseph A. Steger. But during his testi­
mony, Dr. Steger assured the House 
subcommittee conducting the hear­
ing that he would begin immediately 
to review patient records.
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WEEKLY PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY 

o MEDIA ACTIVITIES

o MEDIA FEEDBACK

Michael G. Gauldin
Director of Public and Consumer

Affai rs

Message: Worker health and safety
- Brookhaven: The radiation exposure and release on March 31st received 

heavy regional coverage by papers and TV and a New York Times story by Matt 
Wald. Media inquiries met with forthright response by people at the lab and 
the stories were basically straightforward.

Message: Technology competitiveness
- Krebs Coffee: Director of Energy Research Martha Krebs met informally 

April Sth with seven Washington based science reporters to discuss future 
research needs and applications. We will track the outcome.

Message: Cold War's end. Environmental needs
- CNN Atomic Towns: The hour-long special on April 2 dealt with the 

boom and bust of towns associated with the Manhattan Project. In production 
for several months, the show included visits to Aiken, South Carolina; 
Hanford, Washington; and Los Alamos New Mexico. Topics covered relocation of 
some people as the government appropriated land to build the plants to the 
environmental clean up taking place. A straight forward piece, it ended 
fairly optimistically.

Message: Technology leadership. Jobs
- Labs future: Roger Lewis interviewed with LA Times reporter Michael 

Schrage on April 4. Storyline will focus on the new direction of the labs 
away from "pure11 science and toward applied technology transfer. Highlighting 
the new course is the expectation the Department will sign its 750th CRADA 
this month.

Message: Openness
- Current human research database: Press release issued on April 4 that 

discussed current Department-related activity included methods for computer 
access to this online database. A straightforward Associated press story ran 
in all major paper across the country.

Message: Openness
- CBS on Atomic Vets: This evening news segment reviewed the continuing 

plight of the "downwinders" and their continuing call for recognition. 
Secretary O'Leary has brief interview -- "I like to keep my promises." 
Successful message on O'Leary efforts to be open.

Message: Business practices
- ABC on the SSC: The "Your Money Your Choice" segment on April 4 

scorched government for asking $800 million for a cancelled project. 
Undersecretary Curtis had short sound bite. Reverberates poorly in taxpayer 
pocketbook.
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hundreds of thousands of people. Large groups o

verify the*ones they have questions about.

I've included comments from Gary Pitchford, Rick 
Oborn and some of my coworkers, but any

’ _"3 DOE contractor workers and Hiroshima
and’Nagasaki survivors.

The program is not attempting to rewrite the 
scientific/medical jargon turned in, but is 
trying to fill in data that is missing and 

j • _y ntiacfinnd shout-

sumecis r«=..-. - -------------- Th? dat2ba;e is
supposed io be given to the Hill on Monday,

C 

,(Y 

'Office of the Press Secretary

Mike

Here is t— — —
subjects research database.
I
April 4.

The only press interest so
the Albuquerque Tribune.

Unfortunately, the program still «"'b any

=>rts "1“.* ”1= >•«

“‘"WBBS

I've

reaction/comments from you would be great.

Bon Voyage ’.
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funding agency.

DOE is one of 18 agencies supporting research involving humans. A 

departmental and federal-wide regulatory system for the protection of human 

subjects is in place. The policy ensures that research meets the highest 

standards of ethical conduct, including informed consent of the participants. 

(Attached is a fact sheet describing the database and current human 

subjects research).

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April , 1994

The Department of Energy (DOE) now has available an electronic database 

describing current research involving humans at its national laboratories and 

other research institutions funded by DOE. The database also includes human 

subjects research at DOE laboratories funded by other agencies.

The availability of the database fulfills a commitment by Secretary of 

Energy Hazel R. O'Leary made at congressional hearings in January. While the 

information on the research is not new, it has now been assembled in a common 

format and computerized. Information on each project includes: a title, a 

brief abstract, funding level, name of research institution and name of 
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CURRENT HUMAN SUBJECTS RESEARCH DATABASE

Human subjects research includes a variety of activities ranging from 
written questionnaires to actual experiments. Projects involving 
questionnaires, gathering blood or urine samples, medical exams or gathering 
epidemiological data are considered human subjects research, primarily because 
personally identifiable data may be collected.

DOE funds research involving humans for a number of reasons. One of its 
mandates is to develop new diagnostic and therapeutic applications in the area 
of nuclear medicine. An example is Brookhaven National Laboratory's use of 
the PET (Positron Emission Tomography) scan that gives real-time images of how 
organs, such as the brain, are functioning. Researchers use the technology in 
their studies to learn more about drug addiction. Another example is a study 
at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center to develop monoclonal antibodies 
labelled with a radioactive isotope, so-called "magic bullets," for detecting 

and treating cancer.

DOE also funds epidemiologic studies (many managed by the Centers for 
Disease Control) as part of its responsibility as an employer to ensure the 
health of its workforce. By reviewing occupational histories and death 
certificates, researchers track the health and mortality of current or former 
contractor workers at DOE's weapons complex. (Data on this epidemiology 
research have been available on a separate database, the Comprehensive 
Epidemiology Data Resource).

Because of DOE laboratories' world-class facilities and expertise in 
biology and medicine, other agencies also fund human subjects research at DOE 
laboratories. Examples are a Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory study of the 
effects of exercise and diet on cholesterol levels and a Los Alamos National 
Laboratory study of improved methods to store red blood cells for later 

transfusion.

Some statistics about the studies included in the human subjects 

database: 

projects are funded by DOE, at DOE labs and at other 
 institutions. An additional  projects at DOE laboratories are funded 

by other agencies, for example the National Institutes of Health.

DOE funds approximately $  million in projects; other agencies fund an 
estimated S  million in projects.

The studies involve a total of about ,  individuals. Of these, 
, are tracked in  epidemiology studies mentioned above. In  
 other-studies, an additional f_  individuals' participation is 

limited to providing specimen samples. Research in  other projects 
involves gathering written information from ,  individuals.

 projects with  volunteers involve diagnostic studies using 
radiation in trace amounts. (The amounts of radiation are similar to 
those used in the more than 12 million nuclear medicine tests given 
every year in hospitals.) other projects with volunteers 
involve studies to develop new radiation therapies.

The studies range in size from I volunteer up to 320,000, the latter a 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory questionnaire study on runners who smoke.
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participating laboratory or academic research institution.

■x

-DOE-

The database is available on Internet under the name — -
Either the Mosaic or Gopher database software package is required. For uhose 
without these packages, the database is available through any Internet 
computer having the databases or by connecting to Internet through a Johns 
Hopkins University computer at ( ) - ♦ The department s Gfiice of

 Health and Environmental Research at (301) 903------ can answer questions about
using the database. Printouts of the database more than 00 pages) will be 
available in the department's operation offices' public reading rooms by the 

end of the week.

-2-

Additional information on individual studies is available from the
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ENERGY DEPT CONDUCTING TESTS ON HUMANS

By Vicki Allen
WASHINGTON (Reuter) - The Energy Department said Monday it 

is conducting studies on humans, some of which involve exposure 
to radiation.

The department said the tests were approved by an 
institutional review board that requires subjects to give 
informed consent to participate.

It said it would be conducting 175 studies, involving 
725,000 people in the United States — 41 of those projects 
would include more than 5,000 people who would be exposed to
radiation.

The department, which is involved in nuclear medical 
research, also said the projects involving radiation used 
radioactive materials as tracers or "for diagnostic or 
therapeutic reasons."

Senator John Glenn, an Ohio Democrat, sought information on 
the studies after Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary said the 
department continued to conduct radiation tests using human 
subjects.

O'Leary made the remark in a Senate hearing on radiation 
tests the government conducted from the 1940's through the 
1970s.

She has said victims of those experiments deserve 
compensation.

The department said it is making a database on current 
research involving humans available to the public.

In research involving 725,000 subjects, the department said 
360,000 people were being tracked in two studies of current and 
former workers at the Energy Department's weapons complex, and 
another 321,000 were in a questionnaire study on runners and 
their health-

Another study will involve 138,000 survivors of the atomic 
bombs detonated at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the department said. 

In the radiation tests, the department said 31 projects that 
use 3,208 subjects involve radiation in tracer amounts similar 
to hospital medical tests.

Another seven projects involving 1,288 subjects were 
follow-up health studies using routine diagnostic X-rays, and 
three projects using 560 people involved use of radiation for 
new cancer treatments.

In a statement, Glenn said he hoped the department's 
information "will show that all tests being conducted are done 
with the full consent of the subjects."

He was also worried the government may not have tough enough 
standards to ensure the safety of tests.

"I would think that with something as dangerous as 
radiation, regular checks would be made to ensure the safety of 
the human subjects," Glenn said.

REUTER

■

— •—S. •- -• V.--. 

j /05/94



*04/04/94 S202 586 998715:10 0001DOE PA-01

DATE 

t

Fax NumberFROM:

Y^\ cSttUoIwi .

3 page(s) excluding this

Printed with soy ink on recycled paper

*This transmittal consists of 
cover sheet.

%

Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

-r • -

Facimile Machine Number
202/586-9987

Verification Number
202/586-4940

leraan.0 Zv^^/ —

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, PA-1

To: iriFtui

-Ss

Verification Number 

[ li£



©202 586 998704/04/94 15:11 DOE PA-01 @002
•“r.

NEWS
DATABASE AVAILABLE ON CURRENT RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS

DOE is one of 17 federal agencies supporting research

'.-7<

involving humans. Both departmental and federal-wide regulatory systems for

the protection of human subjects are in place. The systems ensure that

Public release of the database fulfills a commitment by Secretary of

Energy Hazel R. O'Leary made to Senator John Glenn and other members of

Congress at hearings in January. Although information on the research has

been available from the laboratories and results of the research published in

the scientific literature, the information has now been assembled in a

standard format and provided via Internet, a widely available computer

network.

agency.

R-94-057 -DOE-
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(Attached is a fact sheet describing current human subjects research, 
the database and how to access the database.)

research meets or exceeds the highest standards of ethical conduct, including 

informed consent of the participants.

The Department of Energy (DOE) has established an electronic database 

that allows easy access to information on current research involving human 

subjects funded by DOE at its national laboratories or at academic research 

institutions. The database also includes research involving human subjects 

funded by other agencies and conducted at DOE laboratories.

An example of the benefits to the public of DOE's research over the 

years has been the development of the entire field of nuclear medicine, which 

provides valuable diagnostic and therapeutic capabilities to treat diseases 

such as cancer.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 4, 1994

felS MEWtUN ITO I -------
Jeff-Sherwood, 202/586-5806

J 

funding level, the name of research institution and the name of the funding

Information on each project includes: a title, a brief abstract
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One hundred six projects receive DOE support, 70 at DOE labs and 36 at 
other institutions. An additional 69 projects at DOE laboratories are 
funded by other agencies, such as the National Institutes of Health.

DOE funds approximately $46 million in projects; other agencies fund an 
estimated $10 million in projects at DOE labs.

The studies involve a total of about 725,000 individuals in the U.S. Of 
these, 360,000 are tracked in two epidemiologic studies of current and 
former DOE contractor workers and another 321,000 are in a questionnaire 
study of runners and their health. One of the studies is a joint U.S.- 
Japanese long-term follow up study of approximately 138,000 survivors of 
the atomic bombs detonated at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

©202 586 9987 DOE PA-01

DATABASE ON CURRENT RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS

In addition, as part of its responsibility as an employer to ensure the 
health of its workforce, DOE has an agreement with the Department of Health 
and Human Services' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to study 
workers at DOE facilities in the normal course of their jobs. By reviewing 
occupational histories and death certificates, researchers are able to track 
the health status and mortality of current or former contractor workers at 
DOE's weapons complex. (Data on this epidemiology research have been 
available on a separate database, the Comprehensive Epidemiology Data 
Resource.)

Some statistics about the 175 studies included in the human subjects 
database:

Other agencies also fund human subjects research at DOE laboratories 
because of the laboratories' world-class facilities and expertise. Examples 
are a National Institutes of Health-funded study at the Lawrence Berkeley 
Laboratory of the effects of exercise and diet on cholesterol levels and a 
Department of Justice/National Institute of Justice-funded study at the Sandia 
National Laboratories of a less-than-lethal "sticky foam" restraint system.

A total of 41 projects with 5,056 individuals involve some exposure to 
radiation, however slight, as part of the research project. Thirty one 
of these projects, with 3,208 individuals, involve exposure to radiation 
only in tracer amounts similar to those used in nuclear medical tests 
given in hospitals. Another seven projects with 1,288 indviduals are 
follow-up health studies that include the use of routine diagnostic x- 
rays. The three remaining projects with 560 individuals involve the use 
of radiation in the development of new treatments for cancer;

Research involving human subjects includes activities ranging from 
written questionnaires to actual experiments. Projects involving 
questionnaires, analysis of blood or urine samples, diagnostic medical exams 
or gathering <
human subjects, primarily 
collected. . ...

DOE funds research involving humans for a number of reasons, 
legislative mandates is to develop new diagnostic and therapeutic applications 
in the area of .nuclear medicine. An example is Brookhaven National 
Laboratory's development of new radiopharmaceuticals for detecting tumors. 
Another example is a study at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center to 
develop monoclonal antibodies labelled with a radioactive isotope, so-called 
"magic bullets," for detecting and treating cancer.

epidemiological data are considered to be research involving 
s, primarily because personally identifiable data may be

■ * . One of its
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HOW TO ACCESS THE DATABASE

For anyone who already has access to gopher client software, the database may 
be reached at the Johns Hopkins University Computational Biology gopher server 
by pointing a gopher client at gopher.gdb.org and selecting:

NIH, NSF, DOE, and Other Funding Agencies/

For anyone who already has access to WWW client software the database may be 
reached at the Johns Hopkins University BioInformatics WWW server. The URL 
for that server is: http://www.gdb.org/hopkins.html

--> DOE - Department of Energy/

--> The DOE Human Subjects Database/

^>3

Gopher client software is available for X-Windows, Unix workstations, Vax/VMS, 
Macintoshes, and intel-based PCs running Windows. The software, and 
information about installing and using the software may be obtained by 
anonymous ftp (file transfer protocol) from boombox.micro.umn.edu in the 
pub/gopher directory.

NCSA Mosaic is an excellent WWW client and is available for X-Windows, Macs, 
and intel-based PCs running Windows. You can obtain any or all of these by 
anonymous ftp from ftp.ncsa.uiuc.edu in the /Web directory 
(ftp://ftp.ncsa.uiuc.edu/Wed).

Lynx is a good WWW client for Unix and Vax/VMS systems for those who don't 
have access to network-connected systems with graphical user interfaces. Lynx 
is available by anonymous ftp from ftp2.cc.ukans.edu in the /pub/lynx 
directory (ftp://ftp2.cc.ukans.edu/pub/lynx).

Johns Hopkins University offers a dial-up connection to gopher and WWW client 
systems. This can be reached by using a modem to dial: (410) 614-2665. Modem 
settings are as follows: 8 bits, no parity, 1 stop. For a gopher client, 
login as gopher. For a WWW client (Lynx) login as www.

In all of the projects involving radiation, the radiation is used as a 
tracer to facilitate imaging or other studies or for diagnostic or therapeutic 
reasons. DOE does not support any projects in which the effect of radiation 
upon humans per se is the object of the study.

Additional information on individual studies is available from the 
participating laboratory or academic research institution. Printouts of the 
database (more than 300 pages) will be available in the department's operation 
offices' public reading rooms by April 7.

The DOE Human Subjects Database is now available to the public from the Johns 
Hopkins University Welch Laboratory of Applied BioInformatics via the two most 
popular methods used to retrieve information across the Internet: Gopher and 
the World Wide Web (WWW). Access by WWW provides a more sophisticated and 
powerful interface to the database and thus may be preferable to gopher 
access.

iT?.
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Th• Department or En•'"9Y (DOE) his established an electronic database 

that allow, easy atce,s to 1nformat1on on current research 1nvo1v1n9 human 

.subjects funded by DOE 1t its n•t1onal 1aborator1es or at 1c1demic research 

1nstitut1ons. Thi database also includes research involving human·subjects 

,unded by other agencies and conducted at DOE 11borator1es. 

An example of th� benefits to the pub11c of DOE'S research over the 

years h11 been th• deve1opment .of the entire f1e1d of nuclear med1e1nt, wh1eh 

prov1des v•1uab1• d119nost1c and ther1peutie capab111t1es to treat diseases 

such 1s cancar. DO£ is one of 17 feder11 agenc1es supporting research 

involving hymans. Both departmental and federa1-w1de regulatory systems for 

t�• protection of human subjects are 1n place. The systems ensure that 

research mtats or exceed• the hiihtst standards of tth1ca1 conduct, 1nclud1ng 

infonned consent of the participants. 

Public re,ease of the database fu1f111s a comn1tment by Secretary of 

Energy Hazel R. O'Leary made to Senator John G1enn and other 1111111>ers of 

Congress at hearings in January. Although 1nfomat1on on tht research has 

been avai1ab1e fl-om the laboratories ind resu1ts of tht research publtshtd 1n 

the sc1ent1f1t 11t1r1ture, the 1nformat1on has now baen assembled in a 

standard fonn1t and provided via Internet, 1 w1dely av11labl1 computer 

network. Information on ••th project tncludes: 1 t1tle, a br1ef abstract, 

funding level, the name of research 1nst1tut1on and the name of the funding 

agency. 

-DOE-

(Attached ft• ,,ct sheet describing current human subjects research, 
tht database and how to access the d1t1b1se.) • , OZOL Jatdo,a1a1 xoJaX:AS 1N3S
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Uftl'WM& UN WKKtNI KlliEARCH lNVOLVlNC HUMAN SUBJECTS 

Research involving human subjtcts includes activities ranging from 
written qu1st;onn1ir11 to actua1 experiments. Projects involving 
questionnaires, analysis of blood or urint samples, diagnostic medical exams 
or gathering ep1dtm1ologtca1 data ire considered to be research involving 
human subJects, primarily because personally 1dentif1ab1e data �ay be 
(ollacted. 

DOE funds restarch involving humans for a number of reasons. One of its 
1e9t1lativ1 mandates 1s to dtve1op new diagnostic and therapeutic app1tcat1ons 
in the 1rea of nuclear medicino. An exlJIIPla ts Brookhaven National 
Laborator1's developMnt of ntw radiopharmaceuttcals for detecting tumors. 
Anoth•� example is a studjl at the M1mor1al Sloan•Kettar1ng Cancer Center to 
develop fflOnaclonal antibodies labelled with a radioactive isotope. so-called 
"m�gtc bu11et,," for detecting and treating cancer. 

Other ag1nci11 al,o fund hUllan subjacts rtstarch at DOE 1aborator1as 
beciuse of the l1borator11s' world•class fac111tf�s and 1xpartise. Examples 
are a Nitianal Institutes of Health-funded study at tha Lawrance Berkeley 
Laboratory of the effects of ex1rcisa and diet on cho1ast1rol levels and a 
D1partment of Ju,tice/Nat1onal Institute of Justice-fund•d study at the Sandia 
National Laborator111 of a less-than-lethal •stick,y fo111" restraint syst•�-

In addition, as part of its responsfb111ty as an employar to ensure th•

h1alth of 1ts workforce, DOE has an agreement with th• O.partMnt of Haalth 
and HUfflan Services' Center• for Dis•�•• Control and Prev1ntion to study 
workers at DOE fac111ties 1n th• normal course of their jobs. By reviewing 
occupational histor1ea and death certificates, r111arch1rs are able to track 
the health status ind mortality of current or former contractor work1rs at 
D0£'s weapons compl1x. (Data on this epidemiology research h1v1 b11n 
available on a separate datibas,. the Comprehan&1va Eptdemiology Data 
Resource.) 

Soma stat1,t1c1 about tha 175 stud1os 1n�1udad in th• human subjects 
database: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

900 

One hundred $ix proJacts receive DOE support, 70 at DOE labs and 36 at 
athor instttut1ons: An additional H projects at 00£ libo.,.ator1es are 
funded by other 191nc1ei, such a, the National Institutes of Health. 

DOE funds approxtutaly S46 m1,11on in projects: other agencies fund an 
estimated $10 mi111on 1n project, at DO£ labs. 

The studies involve a total of about 725,000 individuals in the U.S. Of 
th1st 1 360,000 1ra tracked in two ep1deM1o1091c studies of current and 
former 00£ cont.-actor wo.-kers and another 321,000 are in a questionnaire 
study of runners and th11r h•alt�. One of tht studies ts a jo1nt U.S.­
Japanas@ long•tarm follow up study of approximatel1138,000 survivors of 
the 1toaic bollbr detonated at Hiroshima and Nagas,k1. 

A total of 41 project, with 5�056 1nd1v1dui1s involve some 1x�osur1 to 
r1d1at1on, howeve� slighl, aa part or tho resea�h project. Thirty one 
of these project,, with 3,208 individuals, involve exposure to rad1at1on 
only in tracer 1n10unt, ,1m1lar to those used 1n nuclear Mdic1l tests 
given 1n hospit•1s. Another seven projects with 1,288 1ndv1duals are 
follow-up health studt1, that 1ftc1ud1 th• u11 of routine di1gno1ttc x­
rays. The thr11 �•ma1n1ng projects with 510 ind1v1du11s involve the use 
of rad1at1on in th• development of new tr•atunts for cancer. 

{MORE) 
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In all of the projects involving radiation, the radiat1an 1, uaed 1s· 1 
tracer to facilitate tmaging or other studies or for diagnostic or th1rap1utic 
reasons. 00£ does not support any projects 1n which tht tff&ct of radiation 
upon humans per set, the object of the study. 

Addit1ona1 infoNatton an individual studtas ;s av1tl1bl1 fro11 th• 
part1ctpattng 1aboratory or acidem1c research 1nst1tut1on. Printout$ of the 
database (more than 300 pagas) will be 1vatl1bl1 tn the department'• operat1an 
offices' public reading rooms by Apr11 7. 

HOW TO ACCESS THE DATABASE 

The DOE Human Subjects Database 1s now available to th• public fr011 the Johns 
Hopkins Un1vert1t.Y Walch Laboratory of Applied Btolnfor,nattcs via the two most 
popu1ar mathods used.to retrieve information across the Inttrn■t: Gopher and 
the World Wide Web (WW), Access by WW provides a more sophisticated and 
powerful interface to tha database and thus may be prafarab1• to gopher 
access, 

For .nyone who already has acc1ss to gopher cliant software, the database MiY 
be reached at the Johns Hopkins University Computat1onal Biology gophtr server 
by potnt1ng a gopher cl11nt at gopher.gdb,org and ,elact1nv: 

··> NlH, NSF, DOE, and Other Funding Agtnc1es/

--> DOE - Department of Energy/

--> The DOE Human SubJ1ct1 Database/ 

For anyone who a1ready has 1cc1ss to WWW client software the database ml)' be 
reached at th• Johns Hopkins Un1vers1ty Btolnfo""1\1c1 WW server. Th• URL 
f6r that server 11: http://www.9db.org/hopk1n1.htal 

Gopher client software is 1v1111ble for X-W1ndows, Unix workstations, Vax/VMS, 
Macintoshes, and 1nttl-based PCs runnir19 Windows. The software, and 
information about insta11ing and us1na the software may be obtt1ntd by 
anonymous ftp (t'11e transfer protocol) f'rom boombox.•icro.Ulllft.tQU in the 
pub/gopher directory. 

NCSA Mosa1c 1s an 1xce111nt WWW client and is ava11able for X•W1ndow1, Macs, 
and 1nttl-bas1d PCs runn1nQ Windows. You can obtain any or 111 of these by 
anonymous ftp from ftp.ncii.uiuc.edu 1n the /Wtb directory 
(ftp://ftp.ncs1.uiuc.1du/Wed). 

l.)'nx is a good WWW c11ent for Un;x and Vax/VMS system, for those who don't 
have access to network-connected systMS wtth graphical user intarfacea. Lynx 
is available by anonymous ftp from ftp2.cc.uk•n,.edu.in th• /pub/lynx 
directory (ftp://ftp2.cc.ukans.edu/pub/1ynx), 

Johns Hopk;n, University offers a dial-up connoction to 9oph•r and WWW client 
syst1ms. This can be reached by using a IIIOd1111 to dia11 (410) 114-2661. Modem 
11tt1nas art as follows: 8 bits. no parity, 1 stop. For a gopher client, 
login as gopher. For a WW e111nt (Lynx) login 11 www.

fH# 
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POWEH IO THE PEOPLE
Hazel O'Leary rewired the Department of Energy
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floor and removed the armed guard who 
stood ready to repel invasions of the sec­
retary’s sanctum. Suddenly, the seventh 
floor was normalized, like Berlin after the 
wall Along the hallway leading to her 
office, she replaced the pictures of nuclear 
submarines with photos of a windmill 
farm, a methanol-powered bus and energy- 
efficient building technologies.

In a sharp departure from the past, 
O’Leary has applauded department 
whistle-blowers, one of whom was very 
visibly promoted, and she has encour­
aged other employees to blow the whis­
tle, too. 1 met with some 30-odd whistle­
blowers,” O’Leary says. It really gave me 
a sense of how repressed the atmosphere 
is in the department and how great the 
struggle is. Not only have we got to flip 
the culture in terms of the expectations 
about behavior, but we’ve got to make 
these people hold to it to the maximum 
extent that we can.”

O’Leary renamed the DOE’s office of 
classification the office of declassification
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T AZEL O’LEARY

■Xh was no one’s

first choice. Bill Clinton 

hadn’t/even heard of the 

woman until shortly before 

he announced her nomina­

tion as secretary of energy. 

Yet there appeared to be a 

dismal sort of logic to her

appointment. A nuclear-utility execu­
tive, she seemed a fittingly obscure 
choice to lead a leaden bureaucracy 
headed nowhere, its mission in doubt, its 
most vital days behind it. In a Cabinet in 
which presidential friendship would be 
the most valued currency, her relation­
ship with Clinton consisted of a solitary 
weekend interview before he offered her 
the job. Her relationship with Al Gore, 

• whose environmental-turf consciousness 
naturally includes the Department of 
Energy (DOE), was nonexistent. Female 
and black, she was a walking advertiser 
ment for diversity, which Clinton had 
made a very public priority. That, com­
bined with the apparently last-minute, 
second-string quality of her selection, all 
but howled of tokenism.

O’Leary kept a low profile through 
most of her first year, tartly rising above 
the media horizon. But in the course of a 
single December day, she became an 
instant hero. At a Dec. 7 press conference, 
O’Leary officially acknowledged that the 
department and its predecessor bureau­
cracies had authorized some 800 radiation 
experiments on American citizens. Some 
of the experiments involved minor doses. 
The most grisly entailed plutonium injec­
tions into 18 patients. O’Leary’s announce­
ment confirmed the country's worst fears 
about its nuclear history, casting its Cold 
War mission in the dark shadows of a 
Saturday afternoon creature feature: 
Boris Karloff with security clearance.

Yet people seemed as shocked by 
O’Leary’s act of truth telling as they were

i'i" 
-

h

SV--’-' •
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by the story she told. Citizens sent her 
flowers and thank-you cards. Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman, D-Conn., suggested she 
deserved a "Nobel Prize for guts in gov­
ernment." The press, which had left her 
for dead in the most remote orbit of the 
administration, suddenly discovered her 
good looks and charm. ABC News named 
her Person of the Week.

As Attorney General Janet Reno, yes­
terday’s star, well knows, heroism is a 
fleeting thing in the capital But perhaps 
more than any other Cabinet member, 
O'Leary has been working to deliver con­
sistent, real returns on Clinton’s nebu­
lous promise of change. For more than a 
year the energy secretary has waged a 
quiet war to change the culture of her 
department, where responsibility for the 
nation’s nuclear-weapons facilities never 
bred a commensurate sense of responsi­
bility toward the nation's inhabitants.

Soon after her arrival O’Leary disman­
tled the bulletproof glass that had encased 
the executive wing of the DOE’s seventh
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government «top nuclear testing.

Clinton agreed.)

quiddy;
data star

VISITING THE SECREI ARY’S EXECUTIVE
suite, one is prepared for the precedent of 
a black woman at the helm of one of gov-

!

<

»

rion or sexism, instead settling quickly on

:

i
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O'Leary lias tLired longtime DOE critics 

to Help min the department, dressed down 

contractors and renamed the office of . 

fl cation the office of declassification.

5

i

i
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O’Leary's efibns will be in vain. It's not 
easy to revolutionize a bureaucracy of 

20,000 employees long set in its ways. 
Moreover, O’Leary is not the first secre­
tary who’s promised to change the DOE 

But she is the first who has meant it.

to do better than this,’ ' O’Leary says. 
Perhaps only at the DOE - or the 

Department of Defense - would such a 
statement be profound. In January, the 
DOE enacted a twoday ’stand-down" of 

cleanup activities to address the fact that 
the DOE's cleanup costs run more than 

30 percent higher than those fix private 
industry. The DOE has set new goals fix 

cost containment, the success of which will 

be a good gauge of how much O’Leary 

can I , _ ‘ .

business practices.

question "What am I?" she makes no 

mention of a history shaped by segrega- t

sionals whose ranks include many White
House and Cabinet officials. O'Leary
had worked with Bakke at the Federal
Energy Admihistiation in the early 70s
and later aerved on the board of Bakke's

company, AES, which owns and operates
dearie power plants, dinton, who was . ,
having trouble with the DOE appoint- gave birth to the bomb. Secrecy 

menc, asked Bakke fioc suggestions. T
provided him with a list and put Hard on

top," Bakke says.
O'Leary was familiar with the DOE

bureaucracy. She had been administrator
of the DOE’s Economic Regulatory
AJminkrerrina in the Carter years. She
had even met her third husband. Jack
O'Leary, there. Adventurous and buoy­
ant, Jade O'Leary had worked under
Carter energy secretary James Schlesin­
ger before taking the helm of GPU

Nudear, a huge power company strug­
gling to recover from the disasrer at one
of its reactors at Three Mile Island.

The O’Leary* made a dashing couple.

Tt was a remarkable marriage," says an
old friend. They were middle-aged peo- ■
pie who were palpably in love." When
Jack was diagnosed with terminal cancer,
he infixmed friends with characteristic
bravura that be bad flossed his teeth all

those years fix nothing. He died in 1987.
One of the OTearys' many networks

in the energy field was anchored by the
Keystone Center, a Colorado think tank
and "dialogue" farilitatnr devoted to con­

sensus building on such contentious
issues as hazardous-waste management
Jack O’Leary was an adviser on Key­
stone's energy-related projects, and Hazel
O’Leary eventually became a vice chair of

the center's board. Much of Keystone's

work focuses on building trust among
warring interests. "We've been able to get
parties to the table that are normally at

each others' throats," says Keystone
founder Robert Craig.

Oleary has brought the Keystooe ethic
to the DOE Her office engineered one
early dialogue between nuclear godfather
Edward Teller and and-nuke activists in
San Frandsoo. (Someone shattered deco­
rum by calling Teller a liar, but these dia­

logues have to start somewhere.)
In an unprecedented twoday meet­

ing last May in the "bubble," the air-

locked secure room in the DOE base­
ment, O'Leary invited weapons-lab

directors, designers, former Secretary
Schlesinger and critics to debate the
fate of the country's nuclear-testing
program. She even gave temporary

security clearance to testing opponent
Frank von Hippel, a prominent Prince­
ton scientist who subsequently joined
the President's Office of Science and
Technology Policy. Von Hippel re­
ceived not only clearance to participate
in the discussions but access to top-
secret documents as well. (O'Leary later
recommended to the president that the

white boys m cufflinks" whopopulated 

is a throwaway, delivered with an unchar- ; 

)C KKOK>g*C31iy ' a
before, but it's still dominated by

munism and lesbianism together into a 

single smear, were thrilled. But O’Leary 

took up the fight. "I couldn't figure out 
why she was going to all this trouble for 

me at a time when she had so many other 

things on her mind," says OToole, who 

was finally confirmed last fall
In a step toward breaking the pattern of 

collusion and cover-up between the DOE 

.nJ its family of unscrupulous and incom­
petent private contractors, O’Leary froze 
all contractor salaries and in particular 

dressed down Westinghouse fix its fright­
ful management of cleanup at the 

Hanfixd nuclear reservaaon, in Washing­
ton state. "This is a profound thing to 

have the DOE say to a CEO,'Socty, your 
guys are just not measuring up - you have

TRUST HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN AN 
outstanding feature of the DOE's cul­

ture. The department evolved from the 
ultrasecrer Manhattan Project, which 
„ ' ' " -/was
always integral to the atomic workplace, 
but after physicist Klaus Fuchs was 

arrested fix giving the Soviets secrets 
from Los Alamos and Joe McCarthy 

earned his own inn, paranoia became its

The James Forrestal Building, the 

DOEs headquarters, is named after 
Harry Truman's first secretary of 

defense, a man who was driven from 

office in the grip of paranoid ddusioas, 

am rung Jews, communists and countless 

others of conspiring against him. Shortly 
after his dismissal, Forrestal dropped out 

of a hospital window to bis death
ForrestaTs spirit, however, lives on in 

the haunted bouse of the nadon's nockar- 
weapoos establishment, which, in its fever- 
tsh efltxts m stave off a moratmenra! ths- 
astrr, has created thousands of laser cries. 

O*Lcary estimxtES Aar up
radioactisc and toxic legacy of the Cold 

War will cost £200 billion to £300 Wlioo, 
about the same as the S&L baikxiL

The department's history of bad faith 

has become a serious impediment to 

accomplishing much of its work. Stephen 
Schwartz, Washington representative fix 
the Military Production Network, a 

grass-roots alliance composed of anti­

nuke groups and citizens who live near 
DOE weapons facilities, cites "public­
trust problems" as a primary cause of 

many standoffs over nuclear-waste 

cleanup and storage.
Reasons fix distrust are plennfut The 

DOE dumped deadly waste at many of its 

ates without the slightest regard fix local 
inhabitants — plant, animal or human. 
Between 1953 and 1963.239,000 pounds of 

mercury made its way from the DOE's Y- 

12 weapons plant at Oak Ridge, Tenn, 
into a tiny fork of a nearby creek. 
Children played in the contaminated 
creek in warm weather. After years of coo- 

tempt, secrecy and naricxial-secunrysf xx> 
sored lies, people simply have been unwill­
ing to believe the DOE will do any of the 

things it promises. Debate has lacked an 

honest broker.
Last December, when O'Leary 

launched the first dedassificatioo binge 

in her department's history, she was 
eager to release the infixmarion about 

radiation experiments as well. At a meet­
ing in her office, she listened to a DOE 

lawyer explain why it was a bad idea It 
would only stir up more trouble from 

hostile groups living next to poisonous 
DOE weapons plants or dowmrind from 

radioactive peril.
"When I made the decision to add to

and set out to release thousands of pages 

of secret documents. That won't happen 

quickly; the total amount of classified 
data stacks up to about 32 Washington 

Monuments' worth of paper. O’Leary 
recently disclosed the number of secret 

nuclear tests (2(H) the department con­
ducted throughout the Cold War, how- 
ever, and has scheduled a major infixma- 

tioo release fix June.
O’Leary brought in some of the 

DOE's severest critic* to run the depart­

ment, including Dan Reicber, who previ­
ously earned his living suing the DOE as 

an attorney with the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. "We've been able to do 

in a few months what we struggled to do 

fix years,” say* Reicher, the outsider 

turned in.
When one of her nominees ran into 

trouble with conservatives. O'Leary per­
sonally lobbied senator* in her behalf 

Tara O'Toole had gained renown as the 

administration's most politically naive 

nominee by listing her membership in a 
* - - a f

c-——o o----r —v-------< —; _ . .
Marxist-Feminist Group on her official 
nomination papers. Right-wing senators, 
who rarely get a chance to paste com-

ernment’s whitest, most macho depart­

ments. But O'Leary's appearance is 
nonetheless striking. In lieu of the gray 

suits and even grayer demeanors of sec­

retaries past, the 56-year-old O'Leary 
paces the office in a bright purple dress 

and heels, projecting the toned, muscular 
sureness of an athlete. One large, bulbous 

earring clings to her right lobe, another 
rests neglected on the conference table. 

Once seated, she casually lea a shoe drop 
She is friendly and relaxed, accompanied 

by three aides who don't hesitate to inter­
rupt her. The face that commands the 

nominee oy usung .XX - -------------- - ------ nation's nudear-weapoas complex has
rewlmg group originally known as the high cheekbones and tender eye*. In 

— - - — • m - r O'Leary's presence, nuclear technocrat*
and contractoa can hardly escape the ooo- 
dusioo that business is no longer usual

Yet O’Leary swiftly deflects inevitable 

questions about race and gender, prefer- .

ring, above all, to talk about manage­
ment, often using the faddish vocabulary 
of Total Quality Management, a kind of • 

12-step program for business perfor­

mance of which she is a devotee. She 

does take a pro forma stab at "all these 

her first seniocstaff meeting But the line j

acteristic lack of verve. Her chosen staff 

may be ideologically apart from all that 

came I-------------------
white men. In response to the rhetorical

mention of a history shaped by

l ■ , —-------- -  - V ■ —
the word profane. "I have a terrible ; 

mouth," she confesses, albeit without 

remorse. This is the package, and I’ve 
never been anything other than this."

A graduate of Rutger* law school,
O'Leary left a senior executive job at , 
Northern States Power, a £2 billion j 

Minneapolis utility where the believed 

she had a good chance of becoming
CEO, to take over the DOE She was 

, goou gaugi v- ___________________ recommended for the job by Dennis ,
truly change the department's sorry Bakke, a Virginia energy executive who n 

xsmess praokxs. of Ctn'O"’* Renaissance Weekrod
Of course, it’s possible that many of crowd, a network of ambitious profes-
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the openness initiative the feet that I 
was willing to release information about 
human experimentation, I heard all the 

downsides from the lawyers who’ve been 
working some of these cases," recalls 

O’Leary, reinventing the scene at her 

conference table. 1 had a guy sitting 
there tell me with great pride bow be 
had beat the down winders. This sucker 
was proud of it. One of our own. And I 
was saying: ’Don’t you understand? 

That’s not the posture we should be in.’ 
He looked ar me like This woman is 

out of her mind." He represented the 

old culture."
O'Leary cultivates trust. In one of 

their several meetings with the secretary, 
members of the Military Production 
Network asked to see a classified safety­

assessment report on the DOFs Pantex 
weapons facility, in Texas. “One month 

later," Schwartz says, "Hazel comes in 
with a huge notebook, slides it across the 

table and says. There you go.' ’
In January, O'Leary reached a com­

promise with citizen's groups and 

Texas state officials over plutonium 
storage at Pantex. "We have built 

enough trust with each other in almost 
a year of working together that they 

were willing to go forward," O'Leary 
says. The compromise has allowed 

nuclear-warhead dismantling, which 

had been jeopardized by local opposi­
tion, to continue at Pantex. T can al­
most guarantee that it would have 

come to litigation in any other admin­
istration," says O’Leary's deputy chief 

of staff Dan Reicher, who might have 

filed the suit himself.
O'Leary has established trust-build­

ing as something more than a manage­
ment fed or a saccharine morale boost­

er. She has made it her department's 
most central and significant policy. It’s 
the right and honorable thing to do, of 
course. But after so many years of 

secrecy and deceit, it’s also probably the

nuclear waste. She has been forging 

ahead with plans to prepare a permanent 
storage site at Yucca Mountain, Nev. 
But so little is known about long-term 
radioactive storage - and the project has 

engendered such massive public doubts 

- that its fete is wholly uncertain.
Meanwhile, at other sites some tempo­

rary storage containers are rusting Still 
others are at risk of exploding due to 
volatile chemistry. Around [Cbm. on MS]
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O’Leary must also chart a new path fix 

the DOEs vaunted laboratories, which 

longer justify their ^8 billion annu-

seconds,* O’Leary says. 'And I thought 
back to all the times when I had observed 
people in a leadership position, where if

i
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ibarked on a "quality journey." 
"It might be very simple to say this stuff 

won’t work in government,” O’Leary says
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dons. We need to have some basic agree­
ment in the department about what that 
behavior is. And in my experience, if you 

don’t measure it, it doesn’t happen. But 
this is what the department hasn’t had.”

The bookcase behind O’Leary’s desk is 
loaded with management books - includ­
ing pop best sellers like Seven Habits of 

Highly Effective People — from which she 

draws her metamanagerial inspiration. The 
DOE, she has earnestly told her managers, 

h - ■ - - -

you looked into their eyes, you understood 

that they knew what the right answer was, 
but they didn’t have the guts to utter the 
right answer. And I said, Tm going fix it.' 

I knew there would be repercussions 
"This is what you’re supposed to do 

when you have this kind of job,” says

hadn’t had what we jokingly called Weap­
ons 101," O’Leary says "If I had understood 

this business, I would not be approaching 
these issues in this way. I would have the 

cloak and the sense of history that went 
before, and I would have some desire to 

protect that. I don't have that. Fm just 
looking at it, I hope, with good common 
sense. Which just makes me wonder bow 

myopic I am on the side Ido know."
O’Leary seems to believe that with com­

mon sense and a commitment to quality, 
she can manage her way out of crisis; that

1
i

I
ing ball is more valued than telling the 

truth, that’s not at all how you are sup­

posed to behave. ■

- it’s to make this a part of business oper­
ations so it survives any one individual"

If O’Leary manages to lead the DOE 

halfway to the promised land, it will more 
likely be her commitment to trust and hon­
esty - not "quality" - that fuels the trip. In
an interview three weeks after the radiation 

press conference, this promise was perhaps 
most evident Speaking of the experiments, 
O’Leary acknowledged that if the govern­
ment callously and intentionally endan­
gered or destroyed lives, the victims and 

their families deserved compensation.
O’Leary was not supposed to say that 

She hadn’t run her comments by the 

White House, as even the most junior 
assistant secretary knows to do. She failed 

to pass the hot potato on to Congress,
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goals, she can lead the department out of 

its dark age. The one thing we’re dear oo 
is that you can’t change thought proc­
esses,” she says. "What you can do is mea­

sure behavior, and you can set expecta-
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can no longer jusaty their JHS billion annu­
al budget. For decades the labs formed the 

backbone of deterrence, designing increas­
ingly ingenious weaponry to best the 

Soviets’. The labs now compete for sur­
vival, struggling to reconfigure themselves 
as aids to private industry, engaging in 
cooperative R&D agreements with textile 

makers, electronics firms and auto makers. 
But major cutbacks are inevitable.

"No one has taken a big look at those 

labs or even decided what the criteria is 
by which you judge the value of these 

laboratories,” O’Leary says. T have to 
lead what will be a very painful effort." 

On civilian matters, O’Leary must 
weigh the free of traditional (and predom­
inantly dirty) energy sources against the 
needs of long-starved technologies for 

energy efficiency and renewable resources. 
O'Leary supported — and Congress granted

[Cont. from 36] every comer there seems 

to lurk a potential disaster, each one car­
rying a high price in credibility.

gy effidency and renewables in the last 

----- o—, — — — 
for a 30 percent increase in 1995. But the 

DOE, the genius behind a national ener­
gy policy otherwise known as Desert 
Storm, has much catching up to da

Nuclear power R&D, meanwhile, has 

been cut but not abandoned, despite 

O’Leary’s understanding that no utility in 

its right mind currently considers new 

reactors commercially viable. The DOE is 
proceeding with R«cD, however, as a 

hedge against the future.
O’Leary has pleasantly surprised many 

nuclear-power critics who figured her ties to 

the industry meant trouble. Over all, she’s 
paid scant attention to the industry, fixus­
ing instead on the area in which she had the 
least experience - weapons. Ignorance has 

been one of her greatest assets.
Tm the woman who came to town un­

derstanding commercial spent fuel, but I

which would’ve been acceptable. She did 
not claim to have "misspoken." Though 
her comments provoked a "wildfire," as she 

recalls, she does not regret them.
"When the question [about compensa­

tion] was put to me, I processed it fix 30
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    B| perspective•

by Bernard L. Cohen

reaching study, the ABC decided th*; it MAThere has been a great deal of public- and from the material received, his staff

wfrich human subjects were exposed to

amount that, if maintained for a year.
As a prelude to understanding the situ- ptare hi making judgments since the will gfvc a d056 equal to the MPD. The

^.■tiscseMto^^y SK^cZ^S —
SStetodte^di^hactK riM.itl.achonMi-lifeor.shannt^

1 
SXSbte feoor O[ safety (e.g.. a fao human subjects be approved by a review Hrtc*** in 2£) exoen-comfortable factor of safety (e.g.,

principal method of providing safety.
<’S

:

SZthis fcvohes exposing about 300 subject P^horus-Sitl^- 
eueos, so tnai c*pt»m r normally recruited through Whfle there k not enough mfonnsiuonasfowaspracucal.Afteralongandfar  ^^Jntents .with anaX given to make an accurate calculation. I

age dose of about 500 mrem to each, estimate that the total exposure from the 
There are about 50 comparable medical 20 experiments combined was about 30 - 

 centers throughout the United States. person-rem, enough to cause only a l

■M

the ANS 8^d the DOE to provide infonnabon scientific research involved: flying air-

on a» research it had sponsored involving planes through radioactive douds foDow-

NUCLEAR NEWS / MARCH 1894

gSSEB

centers throughout the United States.

the Unrvwsiy of Markey report

ican Nudear soaety eaviraunicuuu formarion on these is a ivoo report 01 a no reievaucc iu uiv
Divioon (1988-81). Among his many hOT«s, subcommittee chaired by served). One of the other expennaents

Bernard L. Gobea is professor of physics and 

radurion health at U- .
Pittsburgh- He has served as diair of the 

American

mrem v------
there would be no harmful health 
pacts at that level.

In the late 1940s, the view arose that
repeated low doses may have cumulative few years. In

percent chance of a single cancer death.
Of the remaining 11 expcximculS, two . 

He nas saveu « ----- --------- V^thhpaspective, we now turn to were studies of damage to kidneysfiom

Amerirao Physical Society Nudear Physis the experiments that have drawn the re- uramum, winch is a chemical enter (tne 
Division (1974-75) and as chair of the Amer- cent publicity. The principal source of in- radiation from uranium, is trivial and of 
ican Nudear Soaery Environmental Sciences famlaT1-ffn nn these is a 1986 report of a no relevance in the effects ttodied or ob-

secret, without informing the subjects, 
and that these subjects suffered horrible 
consequences. . .

As a prelude to understanding the situ­
ation, it is usefill to review the bases for

UUUldUI auujvw> a*®- hr^w**’*-*- j------------------ - .
board at the institution where they are largest “apparent d^c_

review boards require that whole-body tion of 34 times the MFBB- But, coirsid- 
Sto^tJtekeptbelowiretnex- ering the 3.6day half-fife and that only

the problem here is that the report inter- 

^e^bTe hod, bvT.to- tMPBBJ to 

mates, and these have assumed a promt- amount that, if maintained tor a year.

and the Health Physa Sodery Dsnugulshcd 
Sccmific Achievement Award (1992).

■merenasoeenagre-^v ^rcducetheMPDto5rem and from the material recetveo, ms sran

Human radiation experiments: 
Looking beyond the headlines

one major medical center, hours), techneuum-96 (4 days), and

*

/

What are the facts behind the recent headlines and
congressional hearings on human radiation experiments?

A noted radiation health expert spells them ouL

I

■is ■



S202 586 9987 @00303/22/94 11:54 DOE

I

largcment or breaking of tiny blood ves-

recently developed from 1943-1947, when the only guidance was tion of plutonium into 18 subjects in 
given in the BEIR-V Re- the 100-mrem-per-day maximum permis- 1945-1947 at the University of Rochester

Ridge experiments and perhaps 1 in the 
Chicago experiments- This type of skin

thousands of plutonium workers in the

discussion involved irradiation of testi-
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moved surgically, so no risk of cancer 
was involved.

<eUse of volunteer prison inmates 
in experiments for the benefit of 
humanity was common up until 

the time of these experiments, but 
it is now forbidden ”

a  . jects, was for testicular cancer. There has
the nail fold of one finger of 15 subjects been no evidence of excess testicular

survivors, among arthritis patients ir-

appeared. There was no reason to expert
long-term conse^uences-

An Oak Ridge project in 1945 utilized
20 subjects to quantify this problem.
Small areas of the skin of 10 subjects
were exposed to up to 1180 rem, and
among them, erythema appeared in 6 at
635 rem, and in 8 at 813 rem. Another 10
subjects were exposed to 250 rem, which
ravseri mild tanning in 8 of them.

A detailed microscopic study at the
University of Chicago in 1947 exposed
i___________ ■ :

to doses up to 600 rem; temporary en- cancer among the Japanese atomic-bomb
largement or breaking of tiny blood ves- survivors, among arthritis patients ir-
sels was observed and followed for two radiated with heavy doses of X rays, or
■weeks. from any other group that has been

The third experiment of this general studied. This would indicate that the
type, at New York University in 1955, cancer risk to the most heavily exposed
was to study the use of electric cunent to of the prison inmate subjects was well
draw radium into the skin for treatment below 1 percent. A crude estimate indi-
of sub-surface skin diseases. Throe sub- cates that there was no more than a 30 
jects received localized dose* up to 1000 peromt probability of a single death re- from the polonium would have been 0,1.
rem. The irradiated tissue was later re- suiting from this radiation. Polonium was used in bombs at that time

Use of volunteer prison inmates in ex- and the purpose of the experiment was to 
 periments for the benefit of humanity study the metabolism of polonium in the

In the first half of this century, heavy was common up until the time of these human body This information allows the 
doses of X rays were used for treatment experiments, but it is now forbidden.
of acne in adolescents and of ringworm
of the scalp in infants. It was found much
later that many of these patients de-

x-
• fl

ing bomb tests, giving pilots 10-17 rem.
(The largest dose was to the officer who
conceived, designed, and directed the
operation)- We confine our consideration
to the remaining eight experiments.

Heavy doses to skin
Three of these eight involved heavy

radiation doses to the bands and fore­
arms. In handling radioactive materials,
the skin of the fingers was often exposed
to high doses from alpha or beta rays,
which, of course, were not recorded on
radiation badges. It was not uncommon
for this to cause a reddening of the skin, 
»Irin to sunburn, called erythema. In the
1940s and 1950s, the normal response
was to take extra care to reduce exposure
for a few days until the redness dis- des of volunteer prison inmates with 7- studies as a backup to radiation badges,

— 600 rem of X rays to study effects of radi- for-monitoring exposures in the region of -
alien on reproductive functions. These the 100 mrem per day MFD. No blood
experiments in 1963-1971 involved 67 changes were found from the 21-rem ex­
men. in Oregon and 64 men in Washing- posures, indicating that blood tests were
ton State; they (and their wives) bad not effective for the intended purptse.
agreed in advance to vasectomies, so Routine Mood studies for radiation
there was no apparent risk of genetic ef- workers were discontinued shortly there-
fects (through no fault of the scientists, after.
three of the prisoners were eventually re- The 21-rem exposures to healthy sub­
leased without vasectomies). The prind- jects is 10 times the current guidelines. A 
pal risk, which was explained to the sub- modem estimate of the cancer risk of 21 

rem is 0.8 percent.
The second of our final three experi­

ments involved injection of five patients 
at the University of Rochester with 
polonium, giving doses up to 60 rem
whole body equivalent. All subjects were 
terminal ranrgr patjeillS, SO it IVac as- 
sumed that they would not Jive long
enough to be affected by the radiation. If • 
they bad been young and healthy, the ex- 
jv-rteri number of cancers among rh^m

tnonitoring of polonium intake by work- 
ers through analysis of urine and 

High-Ctasa experiments samples.
w # The remaining 3 experiments of the 31 The last—and perhaps the most pub-

veloped skin rancerc oa their faces. A io the Markey Report were carried out in . licized—of the 31 projects involved injec- 
risk estimate recently developed from 1943-1947, when the only guidance was tion of plutonium into 18 subjects in 
these data is given in the BEIR-V Re- the 100-mrem-per-day maximum permis- 1945-1947 at the University of Rochester 
port. Applying this risk estimate to the sible occupational exposure, when shoe (11), the University of Chicago (3), the 
three experiments described above indi- stores had X-ray fluoroscopes with which University of California (3), and Oak 
cates that they can be expected to cause a customers entertained themselves by Ridge Medical Research Hospital (1). 
total of 80 skin cancer races in the Oak watching their bones as they wiggled The purpose, as in the polonium experi- 
Ridge expenmants and perhaps 1 in the their toes, and when citizens were en- meat, was to develop information 
Chicago experiments- This type of skin couraged to get free chest X rays (for needed to monitor plutonium intake 
eanrer is easy to treat, however, often in- tuberculosis screening) in mobile units from analyses of urine and feces for the 
volving no more than a two-minute surgi- that gave doses in the 1000-mrem range. thousands of plutonium workers in the
cal exdsioa in a physician’s office. It has One of the three, at University of nuclear weapons program. The data ob- 
less than a 0.3 percent chance of being Chicago in 1943-1944. was to study ef- rained from this experiment arc stiH the 
fatal, and has no correlation with vul- feels on blood of whole-body X-ray expo- principal basis for monitoring plutonium 

‘ netability to other types of cancer. sure. Subjects were nine cancer therapy intake by these workers.
The MPD for hands and forearms is patients exposed to 27-500 rem, two ar- Doses were up to 22 rem per year 

now 75 rem, so these experiments would thritis patients exposed to 100 and 300 whole-body equivalent, with this dose 
probably hoc be approved today. rem (heavy X-ray doses were used as rate committed to continue for the rest of

therapy for arthritis in that era), and tbeir lives. AR subjects had incurable dis- 
IfTadiafion Of testes three healthy subjects exposed to a total eases and were not expected to Eve the

Two of the mghr experiments under of 21 rem each. At that rime, all radia- 10 years required to be affected by the 
discussioa involved irradiation of testi- tion workers were given periodic blood radiation. It turned out, however, that 7
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conditions might not be remembered

volvcd use of noa-59 as a tracer in nutri- that the unexpectedly large number of and his colleagues have always taken the 
_ nf thrf» cancers amonf them was not due to informed consent rcouirernent very sen-

lc is interesting, in this connection, to

a only a single weU-justified ezeep. compared with other every day

NUCLEAR NEWS 1 MARCH 1994

ally.

Nutrition studies

r

merits -urat undertaken woridwioe UtUg- as many womeu <iuu meu cajaouiw wcis vuuwu f.—™ .
in? them as tracers to study absorption of a hundred times higher, but there were ing subjects. In a 1992 survey of Insutu- 
iiiniGni> uuui A 1745 y/--— tre tional Review Boards at 14 large mtidical

In^tute^ofTechnology exper- in summary, then, from all the highly centas.jtwasfoundthatonlyoneex- 
iment used students at Fernaid School for publicized experiments combined, it is plains the risk in numerical tenns and

"... from all the highly publicized 
experiments combined, it is most 
probable that not even a single
subject was significantly injured 
in any way by the radiation”

4 compare them with the MPD for mem* 
bers of the public, and 4 compare them 

___________    with natural radiation. They were nearly
Media stories have frequently implied unanimous in favoring a statement such 
 ... ; /  ► as: “The risk from this radiation expo- 

done in secret to prevent their immoral sure is too small to be measured directly

________ ______4 There is room for misundeistandings

according to national statistics, if many on this matter. A sick participant would

of the IS survived oast 10 years, 5 sur- group of about 800 pregnant women in . and fra: scientists involved in research on 
^SbSo^ril^eEandSastone whom iron deficiency was judged to be humat.subjects. WnKcn evidence ofm- 
^^992 afreTTs Xs. Applying an important problem. They were fed Fe- formed consent was required by the AEC 

dSX 59. Xg doses to the fetuses probably since the time it was formed m 1947, and 

these subjects gives the ex- in the 200-mrem range (this matter is stin there have been no claims that it was not

^SmomumtatbebloodsueawbUM,- «! »M. «<.«>_

of any harmful effects from such low 
doses is negligible.

A 1947 study at Vanderbilt University

ferred almost exctusivay to me ------------------------------------ -  «jm' . me question ot tntormea
Sr^X. towe«r’»ltee«P~bd mealy made In dclivcj. 1« ■!» to=ngn« JS

g’XKSiS'Si
d^e^tnoneof^e^^SsX: Src to 2 X̂FXSX

non, there was no secrecy involved, and 
• all of these experiments were promptly 

published in the open literature. The 
single exception was the plutonium injec­
tion experiment, which, like all research 
on plutonium at that time, was dassfied 
•‘Secret.’’ It was declassified and made 
generally available in the 1960s, and was 
diomsyd in the open literature in 1972. 
Thus, all of the recently publicized infor­
mation has been published and openly 
available for at least 20 years.

Recent media stories have also implied 
that the subjects in these projects were 
not properly informed about what they 
were being used for and of the risks in­
volved. Informed consent has always 
been an honored principle for physiaans

Very extensive studies of more rh^n a adequate to say that the procedure is ex­
million fetal X-ray subjects and of 1630 perimental and that risks are very low. 

 heavily exposed Japanese atomic-bomb Discussions held under highly stressful
fa addition to the 31 projects covered survivors, however, ted to an estimate conditions might not be remembered 

in the Markey Report, at least two other that the number of additional childhood many years later. Every scientist in- 
experiments■notsponsored by the DOE cancers expected from the Vanderbilt volved in such experiments whom I have 
have received recmt publidty. Both in- doses would be only 0.04. Ulis indicates contacted states unequtvocably that he

*fUdfoactive *fcotopes"of three cancers among them was not due to informed consent requirement very seri- 
manv elenients firar became available in the radiation. For example, among the ously. 
the mid-1940s and a series <rf expert- atomic-bomb survivors, there were twice It is interesting, in this connection, to 
meats was undertaken worldwide utiJiz- as many women and their exposures were consider present-daypractice on

STtSKnanK

was caused by the plutonium- The princi- hood cancers among the subjects whereas, 

plutonium,

perimental and that risks are very low. 
Discussions held under highly stressful

59 giving doses to the fetuses probably since the time it was formed in 1947, and 

^ber of carers to be 1.0. und^ ^e^tion).^'that time. X rays obtained in any of

Plwrrmilim in the bloodstream is trans- of pregnant women with doses to the sored by it or its successor agencies, 
ferred almost exclusively to the liver and fetus in the 0.5-S-rem range were com- The question of informed consent was

early 1960s, it was discovered that these experiments in the 1970s, and as might

childhood cancer, and. in recent years, for the single injection as late as 1947.

retarded rhiMo-n fa Waltham, Mass., ad- most probable that not even a angle sub- two explain it in terms of other societal. 
minUr-ring doses of about 170 mrem. A jeer was significantly injured fa any way risks. Six of the 14 compare the doses - 
sfaiilar experiment on catanm in 1955 by the radiation. This is certainly not the with the MPD for occupational exposure, 
gave doses fa the 5-10-mrem range, impression conveyed by the media. a^mM«.Ti,«rnw.rt,rheMPnforroem-
These doses are well below the radiation 
drere these students receive each year Secrecy and informed consern
from natural sources, and the probability I--------------- ---- - . . —

nnv harmful effects from such low that most of these experiments were

character from being revealed. In fact, and is considered to be negligible when
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posed to radiation in experiments whicti 
provided no medical benefits to the sut> 
jects.”
• “The government covered up the na­
ture of the experiments and deceived the 
families of the deceased victims as to 
what had transpired.”
• “Some of the more repugnant and 
bizarre of these experiments are —” 
(followed by brief descriptions of 16 of 
the experiments).
• “Human experiments of this nature 
must never be repeated.”
• “Urge DOE to make every practicable 
effort to identify — and to compensate 
these human guinea pigs for damages 
they have suffered.”

Was Markey concerned about experi­
ments on human subjects or was he at* 
tacking his favorite prey, the nudear es- 
taHishment? If it was the former, why 
didn't be consider the hundred times as 
many such experiments supported by the 
National Institutes of Health?

The Markey Report was published in 
1986 and submitted to the DOE, which 
decided that it had little substance. The 
1995 DOE is very much changed, how­
ever, with its organization heavily influ­
enced by some well-known antinuclear 
activists. This group embraced the report 
and promised quick and strenuous ac­
tion, obtaining tremendous media cover­
age.

Media reporters, sensing the public in­
terest, went digging for more stories; 
they seem capable of getting headlines 
for anything involving radiation. Sden- 
tists involved in the 5-10-mrem expo­
sures in the Fernaid School calcium study 
have been vilified in the media, as was a 
Cincinnati scientist who gave no radia­
tion, but simply studied patients who had 
received radiation therapy. In the latter 
r-qo- “double informed concent” was 
used, obtaining initial consent from the 
patient, advising him to think it over and 
consult bis pastor or trusted friends, and 
returning after 24 hours for final consent.

There was heavy media publicity for 
one of the Vanderbilt subjects testifying 
that the tests had killed her child. That 
rhnd’c exposure was only 94 mrem and 
the cancer type was one not ordinarily as- 
sodared with radiation.

Who can guess where it win end? 

Since all of the infonnation discussed 
has been available for more than 20 
years, what has caused the recent public­
ity? 1 believe it k in the cast of charac­
ters.

Representative Markey is the most 
outspoken opponent of nudear energy in 
Congress, and his report is emotional and 
vitriolic. The title is "American Nudear 
Gymea pigs: Three Decades of Radia­
tion Experiments on U.S. Citizens.” 
Some excerpts from the summary:
• “Frequent, systematic use of human 
subjects as guinea pigs.”
• “Hundreds of individuals were ex-
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dressed in drab coveralls and a baseball rap, ‘

thing is dusted with the windblown earth Th<» into English. “They didn’t tell us uranium was

meal is traditional mutton stew. The conversa-

powered America's nudear arsenal, have mines as early as 1951, but stria regulations

watched in anguish as more than 100 of then-

friends and -pH uranium mhiPT^_haw

been slowly killed by lung disease linked to ra/ii-

auocL And in the past week, lung cancer has

dairncd two more from their community of less

than 3,000 people.

CONTINUED
IB

I the trial Chapter House in

Red Valley, Ariz^a dry ox-- - Jatison sits on a folding chair and stares at the 

ner of the Navajo reservation where most every- floor as he speaks. A translator turns his words

secrets 
atomic 

t r a i I

scars 
th e

ls

ALONG THE NATION’S BOMB-MAKING

CIRCUIT, ILLNESS AND POISONED LAND

MARK THE COLD WAR’S LETHAL LEGACY - BY MICHAEL D’ANTONIC 

n a dark, winter day, five

ClrcolttleB l.S7»,425

"They knew what they were doing to us," says 

farmer miner Russell Jackson. A quiet

used for bombs. They didn’t tell us tt would

tian, shared in the soft sound of Navajo, is filled “S sick. But they knew. We were e^jendable." 

with grief These men, who dug uranium that Officials knew of the radiaricm harard m
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viTfagr* was decimaied for foe
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CONTINUED

al hac tatrm place/* yAfc. “foacascd disease wiU <■« mf be* 
cause of it"

As easfy as 1949, federal officials knew that ratfiatkn could be 
ousiog cancer in woricen and people living near weapons plants. 
However, because virtually everything to do with atonic weapons 
iimmrafnwing was classified as yr***, much of the debate over 
taAatiAt atvl health was tq* fiosn the public, which was, iosteat^ 
reassured about latfianoa's safety. "We were in a Cold War that 
was real,'* rays NcwaH Stannard, an expert in radiation and health 
who worked on many Atomic En­
ergy Coumnssaon projecis in foe
early yean. Bellicrwr leaders of
foe former Soviet Umon prom­
ised to "bur/* foe West, and foe
Scmets often uratdred or exceed­
ed foe Utmed States m the race to
build ever-more-honifying weap­
ons. The press reported on foe
competition to build better
btxnbsand rockers as if it were an
actual war. And to many people -
rnntfe and outside of government
nudc^r annohSanon pty*.
sable at any moment.

"There was a real sense of ur­
gency,” Stannard says. "People
believed that things bad to be done and done quickly to keep the effort going. 
And because of foe pressure to do things fast,” he says, "many of us in foe 
health and safety area weren’t listened to."

Data on radiation found in mninuuiiries near the bomb fodfitieswas not wide­
ly cfissennnated. Health studies were often not followed up on. After two dec-

JpsAeaclgs Eimes m 2 01B4
eizeaiaiio. a,S7sr<2S

' prouxting mincn were not rec until 1969 after congressional barings on foe
icue. The doctots were tdd not to tefl them of foe dangers, and they dMnX” 
says Dr. LouiseAhd, who wmis for die ILS. Pubfic Health Service on foe reser­
vation. “An entire generation of men m some villages was decimated fur tire 
counny’snudearefibrt.It’sanqiictragedy."

Similar stories have echoed across tire country in tire communities tirac com­
posed foe ftuct fine of foe Gid War. Uranium trawled thousands of miles as it 
was transfbnned from rods to bomb, and dotuments from ^re wcqxns
cnmplrx mfoate that at nany stops along tins route, ratfiation was released 
dmfogacc>demsr<Uberate etpersnents and routine operations. ’Ihougr bomb

* produani has ceased, ail tire
nqcr feeffines are now toxic­
waste rites—among them
some cf tire most cnntanmaP-
cd pbrrs in the Western

’ Worid-andcstimatafcrtire
40-year task of cleaning up
foe pollution, winch wSbefe
thal for centuries, exceed
jSOObdQou.

liis impossMeto he certain
about bow the ratfiaticn re­
leases wSl afiect foe bealfo of
the more tian I nnffion pro
pie eaqxBed. But aD along tire
atomic trail, winch stretched
&omcnasttocoast,canimi!]itiesfirelandfeartireravagesofra>
dEation-reiated iDness. “Trust in the government and sdcnce has 
been a casualty for foese people,” says Dr. John W. Goftnan. abeen a casualty for foese people,” ajs Dr. John I-----------------
fbrmergovermnent expert in rafoation and health who b now an 
outspoken critic of the bomb makers. “A terriHe political betray-
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not n*nnrmr rtim co see if any radiogenic ilhieses developed later.
*They wuc treated Eke guinea pigs,” says Robert Srharffrr, a spokesman 

the XGBtary Production Network, a nonprofit nanonal aligner that represe 
cmexB eroupB az more thari a doom Dudear stes. *'Ibe government made

ing enough. After two decades of pressure. Congress ac- 
knendedgedm 1990 that workers and mnocent bystanders az

20

I

-

Uss Apaelgs Simes 

ezrc»l«tloB X,S7C,«25

wide pobfidty retrnfly. The gowemmtm’s top nudear weapons official, gecre» 
tarv of Enerev Haad R- OTeazy. acknowledges that the lethal legacy erf the 
arramir rnmpL-x "is a much tagger problem.’* The Cold War warriors did pro- 
wieddaBe Airing die of dread. But, adds O'Leary, they also failed to

knowiedged in 1990 that workers and mnocent bystanders ar
the stan and end of the atomic trail had been harmed, even 

by ratfiafiOOEnked TTnantiirn min^nt whohav^

. rantwre ar king dkeasewfrrirh ran be onsed by radon
gases in nmes, are paid $100,000 from a qnsT fedexal pro­
gram. Smilariy, eeposed soldiers or people who Eved under 
the ballowing nairfnocm dcods when aboveground taidear 
tests were conducted in Nevada in the 1950s iccehe $50,000 
if they develop certain cancers finked to the faBout So far, 

more than $117 nnllion has
been pad to more than 1,600
of the side and dying. But
tbousands of others who fived
ekevAere along the atomic
trail befieve that they were ir­
radiated, too. They also are
seeking compensation
through the unuu.

At least five soils are pend> 
mg and more ubj be fifed by 
workers or neighbors az any
of a dozen other sites. In cadi
case, the lawsuits have been
filed -gainst the companies
that ran the fedfides. But the
real target 5s the federal gov­
ernment, whkb, according to
its contracts with the corpora­
tions, must pay all legal fees

 . and any judgments. Legal fitxs
alone are running tn of
$20 millian ayrar.

In most cases, people ex­
posed to radiation from the
bomb complex generally al­
lege only that they now have 
an increased risk of cancer.

CONTINUED

ades of rafation releases at the Hanford niictorweaptBg^faagty in Washing-

ifar

cmaens groups at rwirw fopf 3 Awn ntM-Var art "The government marie an 
effort to soidy these people after they tfied, but efid not protect them adequately 
fiian epomm. It k?*** fike a massive eqieriment.**

Tty jinirjininarkwi rtyt poured fiuul the bomb factories and test sites dm lug
K^eosvm without thXkrowfedge or rnmern^mfawer^^Sl

. fl M ! I1C j I U llj llcTC 
wieddcBe Airing the deiads of dread. But, adds O'Leary, they also ftnfed to 
safeguard the pubfic fium rive more jmmetfiate ba/auk ocared by the produc-

' ''Ifa^thougln they cock! cootroliL They didn’t recognize the darter," she 

says. And as more of the hidden history of die arms race is 
revealed, additional secrets—about radioactive poOuticu and 
experiments—may emerge. “There’s more to be tfiseovered,’* 
she adds. That’s the thingl most fear.”

What is known about the sms erf the nuclear pest is frighten-
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THE URANIUM MINERS AT 
the Chapter House in Red 
Valley, remsnber spending 
long days m the evraoatirinie 
breathing cool air that was 
filled with invisible, odorless 
radon gases. They recall eat- 
ir^ tbor hmchs in deep tur> 
nds that branched m every dt- 
rection and ended in large 
caverns where the “working • 
face** was broken with tools 
and explosives. They drank 
the water tbat trickled out of 
exposed underground 
springs, and some went home 

. to houses built from the ra­
dioactive rocks discarded 
fixxn the min&

gim?£ O15M,
eircBi»tio» i,$rc,<2S

ExperB seem to agree that
wLkuctct .< nt anmunts
of radiarioci are invoked, risk -
is mocased. But it is difficult

tn prove that an irxfividuaTs disease was caused by a speofic source—-urannm 
ndners with hmg cancer, rorirmrrr, may have used tobacco (which die nfiners' 
compensatitm program takes mtn account by raising dSgtiBiy requiiaueoB for 
heavy smokers). “Unfonunateiy, cancers don’t come with a tag that saja/Tm 
ftom Hanford,’” eys Tom Baffin who has belied organize a suit a^mstthe 
opexattns of die Hanford rnrnpirx. “But I dank we know eoou^ti to sty wben 

dj^niifh Jtwly riiFii1
Health stutfies that on mote predsdy measure die cficas of die idriiarinn 

exposures have ccmmeDced in areas near atomic bond) farrnrics, but die resilts 
are years away. NearrthelesK, experts such as Gofinan are certain that die ixide- 
ar enterprise has tSsease across a wide area. Gofinan, now a piufaaof

i it»* ar UC hriprd tSsmvw Uramum>233, founded the iwaoedt-
cal lab at Lawrence Livermore Laboratory in NorthemCaEfbmia and was part 
of the Manhattan Project. But he gra/h ally became one of die nudear com- 
piex’s harshest critics because, he says, his warun^s were igMred-

**Ihae is no such thing as an absoluidy safe dcse of radSatiau,” be mys. They 

took rids, risks they had do right to inipnsecm peopie without their knowledge.” 
“The best science takes place m a very open enwronment,” adds Secretary 

QT^ary. And in die bomb complex die says, *Just die opposite occurred. Se» 
crecy was diewai£hwordofthed^."WdifoeCoidWarover.O’LearywantstD
riwTjvufy4x»™«ttc and open die agency to outside seniriiy.

Her openness has raised expectations along the bomb-waking drorit, where 
many see her efforts to tril the truth about medical testing—and die resulting 
puFJir finr»r-^as a sign that their experiences will become die focus of rational 
ancon. “There are for too many pecple who have died and are adt now for 
them to just be ignored,” says Janet G Gankm, whose brother died of cancer in
1961, after repeated expo-
surs to feBout near the Ne­
vada test sste^ There is a lot of.
attention being paid to the
metfical tests that were done,
and they were serious. Bur I
don’t want people to forget

. wfaat happened here. Multiply
what they did to our femfly by
thousands of families. They
knew what they were doing.
There’s no excuse for it.”
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oaadedpexiodct dine aid devdopedluz  ̂cancer crodicricspcaBKydse 
Ihe Jusdce Dcpanmeat, wtidi runs the program, csdmates that 18,000 mil

22
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-We (fidn’t know what we
were nnning was fiar die mili­
tary or the atomic bombs."
sys former miner Kdewood

. . Yazzie, who is Dowalmost 70.
“Weknew that production counted- That was ft."

A p' . Kpxting Haley had eupted m tbe Southwest in the 1940s and *5Qs as 
die guvemmeut's A-mand for the raw rnafrriaJ for atnmir bands soared. Soon 
after, snufies funded by die federal government discovered ratfianan levels 
many rimes hjgfT than wiBtwastiJusaieredgfe. But decades passed before the

Cos Anodes tEnues
eirctiaUot Z.»T«v42S

“He was always getting 
’ sftk," she says. "Then a cou­

ple of other miners died and 
ray mother got real scared." 
Johnson's fother tfied m 1970, 
leaving five children between 
the ages of 3 months and 7 
years. Her mother strug^cd 
to keep the family together as 
a srn^e parent in a poor com­
munity. "She hasn't really 
been the same since rnyfoihcr 
died,” Johnson adds, tears . 
trickling down her cheeks. 

The dying has continued. 
Last month. Helen Johnson 
attended tbe funeral of her 
unde, 64-year-old RayJoeSr^

devrieqied hmg cancer, virtually unheard ofin Nav^o territory until the 
t nidi. It took about 10 years for thou to surmise what was happening 

'• case wnh nwiifaT 
rirar wrws mnegfar wkm in their industry as cariy as

1964. But the courts ruled that the gorernment could
mines wut. up*, tated fornarionai security purposes.

Lawyers for the miners, led by former Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall,

which Congress admitted that thqr were endangered and agreed to pay 
$100,000 to each miner wbo could prove ie had worked in tbe nrines for an 
eoended period of time and devtieped lung oncer cr other respuatray diseases. 
The Jusrice Department, which runs foe program, estiijutes foat 18,000 naners, 
noariy all of them in foe Southwest, were censed to rarfarion and are potentially 
rfgftjg for paymem. But thousands who labored in foe nuDs where foe uranium 
ora ws oufoed and refined into what\ called "yrflow cake” are not covered by 
foe aixthou^ many daimfoa they, too, were exposed to racBariaoi. -'

Of foe 3,000 Narajos who worked in tbe uranium nnnes, more than400 have 
died of hmgdfeease, reports Timothy Benally, manager of foe Office of Navajo 

Uraraum Workers in Shiprock, MfcL. which hdps the miners file comppmancn 
Haimc. Benally says foat provn  ̂a ndner’s length of service has been a challenge. 
Documenting itinftaswt can be difficult because local health dimes still do not 
lave etpupment foat will dererr all types of hmg ailments. “A lot of men foe 
before they know thdr daim is going to be approved,” says Benally. So for, only 
133 Navajo cutuimsarion daims of 301 filed have been granted. (Fourteen 
hundred non-Native American miners have also been paid.)

In many cases, the children of deceased miners have taken up their 
dawn* On tbe day the Navajo elders meet in the Chapter House. Helen 
Johnson, a former raw worker for the Office of Navajo Uranium Workers, 
is out on the windswept reservation visiting her dients. As she drives down 
tbe rutted tfirt roads of Red Valley, Johnson recalls the slow death her fo- 
foer suffered when be was just her age—31.

mmba-r - -- ------ ----------
^jiiimstL_____
and pursue dams agrino- foe government, supponn^ their

be sued became foe
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many racSaaanereleases and tracedconxaminarinn But inapiacc where ahwa 
ereryone’s CveSbood depended oq the nudear enterprio*, few challenged (he

%

field that was capped with extra soil to protect players horn mercury ccutanmia- 
non from an Oak Ridge plant. Stakes notes that some of the deer, frogs and

got it in my urine." she says. 
Ridge, suffers from lupus and

r. oocofogst WIIEamK Reid, agrees. Reid joined thdocalhaspi- 
and "right away I was dealing with fire lodney cancers," he says.

!

A

condua research in the hospital co Oak Ridge radiation and health was Marked
“For years they had an unspoken policy that said doctors do not talk about 

tins,” he says. "Once I started
talking about this, I stopped be­
ing the doctor that they bad
tried so hard to recruit"

Methodist Medical Center
spokeswoman Nancy Harrison
says Reid was never impeded in
his research-or discouraged
from speaking his mind. And 
ophth^mologist Francis Reid

Has Anoetes ffvmes

ClrcalatflaB 1VS7S«42S

another uranium miner, 
other victim of lung cancer. 
The funeral and service took 

- place in the shadow of the 
mountains where the urani- 
um mines were dug.

THE URANIUM THAT WAS 
Seized from the earth m 

- Four Comers area of die 
i Southwest was shipped east to 
* be processed into fuel for 
bonihs At various stages, the -. 

i rodk. wss tuzDcd sico uimiiuui 
hexaflouride gas, enriched 
and convened into a metaL 

Until 1970, most of tins work was done at fedEries in Kentucky, Ono and ern- 
tral Tennessee, at two of the Oak Rkfee plants

Once a secret goremmentowned counnumry. Oak Ridge was built to supply 
enriched uianann for the Manhattan Prryrr a Job that once cocsumed one- 
serenih of the dearidiy produced in the United Starrs Oak Ridge, populatioo 
30,000 in 1950. was proteaed by pres and until after World War n, 
when the dry was opened to die world. Through the years, oSdals mouiiored

gorernnjent’s asset tiuus that the public and arctic workers were petfectiy safe. 
Yet last November, a sette report noted that 1988-*90 cancer rates in Anderson 
County, where Oak Ridge is located, were "significantly h^ter" than tire rest of 
(bestatc.

As she navigates Oak Ridge’s winding roads to visit her doctor, Janice 
points to telltale landmarks dot an outsider mi^it miss: an indnerator that 
bums atomic waste; sgns warning that creeks and ponds are poisoned, a baD

CONTINUED 23

even trees on tire site are radioactive. (These problems have been ccmfinned by 
state and national officials.) She bebeves that Oak Ridge has her,
aswefl.

*Tve never worked near uranium, but I’ve got it in my urine." she says. 
Stokes, bom and raised seven mSes from Oak Ridge, suffers from lupus and 
osterxiialaria. a painful degenerative bone disease. "I’ve gone sxcacGly downhill 
for rhe past eight years," says the slightly built, soft-spoken woman of 47. 
"There’s just too much uneepbined illness around here."

Stokes’ doctor. oocologBt WOEaxnK Reid, agrees. Reid joined drelocalhospi­
tal staff in 1990, and "right awayl was deaEngwith five Jodney cancers,” be says. 
“I wouldn't expect to see more than one in a population this size.” MedicaJ 
fiteratureand consultations with outsde specialists led Reid to suspect that raefi- 
ation and other poOutiou from Oak Ridge facilities contributed to the nhrese 
he was treating—high rates of thyroid disease, immune ctisorders and carvers. 
(AU of the kidney cancer patients were workers who had been to rariia-
tion, he recalls.) But Reid says that every efibrt he made to raise concerns and
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and mSk colleacd near Oak Ridge. Ibe state report induded desuiptiaB of 
□umeitMS raHtarirm releases that could, in the final tally, reach more than 1

power p»?m yrident involved about 17 curies and prompted 
dnusands of people.) The Oak Ridge report recounts a long ]

24

i
03/22/94

EAIOHER ALONCTHE ATOMIC-niAIL IN FERNALR OHIO, 18 MILES OUTSIDE 
fjnHnnan, die ionocuoudy ranted Feed Materials Production G-nter turned 
enriched uranhim into fuel that was sent to atomic reactors for final converaoa 
to plutonium- With its odd name, some locals thought the plant made feed fbr 
hvestock. This impresson was reinforced, no doubt, by the fact that a local dairy

CONTINUED

million curies snce the Manhattan Project. (In contrast, the Three Mile Island 
power pfam acciieiit involved about 17 curies and prompted the evacuation of 
diousands of people,) The Oak Ridge report recounts a long 1st of modems m 
which ra/Katinri escaped from a nudear reactor called die X-l 0 and from other 
facHttwc But it did not estimate how those living downwind or downstream— 
more than 46,000 people Eyed in the study area near the Oak Ridge plants in 
I960—may have been affected- A followup study is under way.

This research is of great interest to William Rdd and bis patients, who would 
wrjrnmc any rww fnforrnarian. “As children, we went to the Museum of Atomic 
Fncrgy they had here and they ^ve us all radioacihe dimes. We laughed about 
jr The safety was just something you didn't question,’* says Shirley Haridns, 39, 

mho grew up 10 miJes from Oak Ridge and suffers from thyroid “We
were told that there was no proHem, but we can’t trust that now.”

Cos Angeles Simes
1,S7S>,425

wbobe-
ficve tfaat mSoi cctnnn>»
trity may have been condi-
tioned to wdrstfy tbe issue.
The city’s only hospital was
odgiraliy built and ran by the
Atomic Energy Cnenmkskm.
At die Department of Energy,
theCO^DinSSmn’s of-
fimk rrwrErrn that dnetMS in
Oak Ridge were expected to
adhere tn the code of secrecy
that Iwgaw in Mm il tumn Proj­

ect days, “In a system like
that,** saysasenierpaiity advis­
er to the secretary of energy,
“those who questioned the ex-
istingorderwerepuiged."

Documents do show that die Atomic Energy Cruimussjon was deeply coo 
n-rned in the 1 gate about any dagmrelaring to rafiation exposure and fflness- 
es. Such dams were reported to headquarters, and informarim abcxit foe cases 
was stricriy guarded. But today, people such as WEam Reid who have raised 

the rerntdef th? Oak Ridge fedfiries have some evidepce to MP- 
port their fears. A study of more than 8,000 Oak Ridge workers turned up 
devated leukesoa rates. The report, pubEsbed in 1991 in foe Journal of foe 
Amiran Merfcal Assn, found a correiariou between foe cancer and ra&ricn 
exposure ami suggested foat foe risk assocated with krngtenn, kwv-kvel rafoa- 
riOTshirfier than previously believed. Expats have long known dm a sudden 
large dose of rafiaticn can kill, somerimes quiddy. But they have debated the 
efieaoflowcr doses received stcatfify over loeg periods of ume.

Late last year, tbe Tennessee Department of Health confirmed that Oak 
Brig- had fiequently enorred ratfioactive dements and heavy metals into foe 

- environment. For cfaades, federal manitors had tradeed the releases in foe air 
anrlwarr-rrtffMte and even motHtored foe levdofradBtjon in garden vegetables

CONTINUED cixeBittiot

foo rfoBoo), who was chief of 
staff unri 1991, says foat mhs
IS years at Ode Rk^e he car 
no evidence

tioo sod Jics^xh* 
there are
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bya itpondmcQod&iocs had “gone from bad to wdras”.

aid plant and it exists only 
shell c£ a corporation- its

received by the appr 
outside tbe Feniald f
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was allowed to pasture its benioQsatne Ct the plants property.
WMe dx rtJKng acres oucade the plant may have seemed pristine^ m ba the 

lasxiscape was pdButed with more dHuanuffioopouDds ofuiam-
unj. insde, weiricareas were often contaminated lytnanium drst. 
Axuidiiig to th* dooimezits of the compatty that tan the feroald 
nfant, offidals were aware of the enntaminarinn and damage to the 
wtsiers* health as early as 1952. One memo from drat ume called 
for an ecd to practices that allowed many wurkere to be exposed to 

levds Hgber than die plant’s own A second
referred to 17 workers who were exposed to uranium and report- 
cd that all “showed urinary damage” and was fbDowedayear later 
byareponthaLco«£ticmshad“gooefrombadtoworae”beaUse  
supervams had focused “chiefly on produedon r equirements." A '
1960 report found wotiers exposed to radiation levels 97,000 
rinwi t high-r ifan foe plant’s On the basis of such iului ma­
rine. more than 6/XM) fbnner employees are suing doe operamn 
of foe piaDt for laying their hwalth-

Ibe workers’ daim that rachadoo exposure frequently exceeded 
health standards and that they sufrs' sccssve ride cf oncer is 
contested by Kevin Van Wan, tbe attorney for FemakTs fixmer 

operator, NLO Inc The work­
ers want a formal health pn>
gram, but Van Wart says that it 

-------  would be ururteswry became
it would offer “nothing they 
don’t already get from fimnly
doctors.”

NLO no longer operates die
Fernaid plant and it exists only 
as a shell c£ a corporation, jty 
mam activity is fighting tbe law­
suit, with its legal defense fund­
ed endrefy by the federal gov­
ernment. Nevertheless Van
Wan feels a moral comnffimexit 
to defend the people who once 

managed Femald. ’These are teal people who Eve in the Qndimad area and 
dtey are emodonally affected by what has been said about them," he adds. He 
doubts that tbe government win agree to a setdemcm. T want to go to trial,” he 
says, “because I dank we would win on foe sdentiSc merits.” Van Wart says foe 
plant was safe and that srienrists would testify that foe rafoarion to which foe 
workers were exposed was not dangerous.
- In 1988, federal officials admitted that Fernaldhad emrrtfri thousand* of tons 
of rafooaefoe waste into tbe air, foe ground water and a local river as pan of 
routine operations. The revelations came as foe government agrwrl to pay $78 
million to end a'bwsmt Bed by Fernaid’s neighbors. Under foe terms of foe 
serrkmenr. people who five near foe plant will he mrnpprrotwl fnr rK» Uc* qf 
jnoperty value and foe psychologcal pain of not knowing what effect the rafoa- 
tkm may have on their health. Payments have started at $16,000 fbrfoso^and 
have topped $500,000 for loss of property values. As part of foe settlement, foe 
Department of Energy is also funding research to estimate foe radiation dose 
received by foe approximatefy 28,000 people who lived within a five^nfle dide. 
outside tbe Fernalri fenre.

Tbe panides of radioactive material released at Femald emiia he dangerous if 
ingested, which is what Acgie Supe fears happened to her husband, Terry, who 
was raised 214 miles downwind from the uranium plant. He deant- rainwater 
from a astern beside foe fennhouse. Last October, be died ofkidney cancer, the 
same cancer William Reid is treating in several Oak Ridge parent* Terry Supe 
was 40.

UosAnprfes Simes
ClzealAtlea l,src.425 MAS 2 0 1994?

to pasture its herd on some of the plant’s property.
roffing acres outside foe plant may have seemed pristine^ m ba foe
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hmg. MiidJlaier he dtscavered be was sterile.
Thou^i the Atomic Energy Comnassian assured the public thai all

bright Hue eyes. As he talks, he looks out over hundreds of acres of apple 
and beyond to the Columbia River and then the hulking concrete carcass
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Thou^i the Atomic Energy Commission assured the public that all was r^tt 
at Hanford in the late’40s and eariy ’50s, roughly 1 minion curies of ratfadon 
were being released into the environment. Sdenrists have already determined 
that the Bailies and their ne^d»rs,wbo lived directly across the CHumbia River - 
from Hanford, probably received the largest dose of ratfiarinn that left the ste. 
It came in the air they breathed, the water they used to irrigate their fauns, the 
local food they axe. Thro ugbout its 40-plus years, Hanford technicians rested all 
of these “pathways," which carried the contaminarion to the human body, and 
found radiaiian in everyone. No warnings were ever issued.

“We were Eke guinea pigs," ays BaiEe, now 47. He has thick gray hair and
“ :trees
carcasses of

Hanford’s now-defunct reactors. “I was given thyroid exams in schooL And 
thousarxlsofldds were put through whole body counters so they could check for 
ratfetkra. Where are they now that people are sick?"

In the eariy 1980s. Bailie began to collect stories about deformed annnals, 
stiUbinhs and cancers, and be began asking questions about Hanford. Activists 
from as far away at Spokane and Seattle joined the debate, met by intense oppo­
sition from Tri-Gties residents wbo’d drawn their identity from the atom and

CONTINUED
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On the country lane where her hudrand grew up, e^n cases of rano-nt have 
turn frund ™ hn»wbrJrfc_ Terry “was heathy, bad no risk factors, and they. 
were putting uranium out all die time he was growing up near the plant," says 

- fas widow. “Now he’s gone and my daughrrr s so young she’s going to finget 
hiniprecysocn.ffyouarirwfay,yaq,lBveto<xnnderdiepIant.”

A dmihr rmnwrirm is beqgmadeby wetkes and neighbors at Ohio’s other 

major attmir bdBty, the Portsmourii Gaseous Diffirann Rant near Hketon. 
Hidden cm 3300 acres of trees and tills, the Iftrml&xMquarefocx plant is 

rhe GavemmentAcmunin  ̂Office as “among tbe largest indusad- 
al feHWrix fo foe wctkL** Be^mnqgin 1954, it had provided enriched uranium 
for Fernald, wKrh in 1989. Aral thousands of pounds of uranium hare
been released airand water around die ptant

Tib* die resdents of the Fernald area, die neighbois of dm Ponsmuth plant 
want < i u i t-mrirm for < > u rtfinynannn, Ai tin rng j in ipt-r-ry values and the poto

tai health effects of the poDmian. More dan 300 people have sgned on to y« 
anodicrsmt, winch atnxmeys say is sEl more than ayear away from trial. If a 

rinribr tn tte Feraakl agreement is readied, it would Ekriy provide 
irwrfiral monrrnrirtg and canymsarinn formore than 15300 people who have 
Eved near the piant

UiE HANFORD ATOMIC WEAPONS PLANT Di WASHINGTON STATE BECAME 
die world’s largest amqilex after World War H, with nine reactors that
turned dm fud from Ohio into piuumium, which was then refined and set aka^ 
the arnmir naj to be ftshiorxdinto bonds. The < imniuiuiiy surroundingHax> 
ford, known as the TriGmes, takes pride in its Cold War role. One of die cities, 
Richland, was built by the governmexit and embraced its image as anatomic dry. 
People diere stiD bowl at Atomic Lans and shop atAiomic Foods. The Riddand 
Irigh school teams—die Bombers—still use die mushroom doudas an insignia 
and, until recently, the symbol of the atom adorned the granite pllars at die 
entrance to the Riddand cemetery.

But Tom RaiTip and his fem3y were Jess exuberant in thdr embrace of die 
icon’s midear identity. They cEdn’t move into a home next door to the Han­
find arnnA- weapons mmpl« in Washington state; the bomb makers ramr to 
diem. In 1942, as the Manhattan Project be^n its race to make the first atmoc 
weapons, the ILS. Army Corps of Engineers purchased the land next to de 
BaiEe farm m the town of Mesa, along with acreage up and down the Cohxmbia 
River—atralof more (han 560 square miles.

Tom Bailie was bom in 1947, three years before die first reactor began oper­
ating, at a rime when local health authorities were recor^ng an increase in stiD- 
births. BaiEe was skkly as a child and suSered from resfarateny proUems. Ar age 
5 be endured a mysterious paralysis and survived only with the help of an iron
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is the people who Eve downwind from the Nevada test sfte who have 
he symbol of all that went wrong in America’s rush to build the iwgest 
nudear anenaL They fidt die nimble and saw the blossoming
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far north as-Spotane and south into Oitgnn.
under w^r al Oak Ridge and Femakl will anen^it
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fedfity, where about40,000 people Eved during the heaviest
But it is the people who Eve downwind from the Nevada test su 

became the 
and best i  _
room douds produced by the tests. They were among the first rosy d^tsome- 
dmg tni^tt be wrung. And their struggle for recogniOGn and cotmensaDou 
showsjust how difficult it may be for other groups to win redress for what was 
done to them by the bomb comptex.

It took more than a decade of Etigarion and negouatkn before the govem- 
mem finally admitted that it was the Ekely cause of Arlene Davis’ breast 
Davis, who recently underwent a mastectomy, grew up under the douds of-raZ 
dioactive fellout that drifted from the Nevada test site across southern Utah 
Born in 1955, she and more than 60,000 others living in parts of Utah, Nevarb 
and Arizona were exposed to significant fitUout radhaon from the bombs dm 
were detonated, as Congress has ^fainwledgRrf

“We used to eat dinner on our back lawn to watch the fallout douds ronin,” 
Davis says.-They told us we were safe And ifwe saw the douds. we’d call the 
whole neighborhood to watch. I rememher my mother taking h«- 
drawing on the dust that fell on the cars.”

CONTINUED
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placed tbeir fitith in government assurances ahnur rhe nfity
Bm even as the angry confrontaticinsuTrfhkieri) thegrwmmonr began A<rfa«- 

•ifying reports that showed the extent to winch Hanford had inacfiated die re» 
gion’s air, water and land. ArriAnH routine dumping are! experiments had ' 
poured radiarinn into the environment even as offidak darned thar no poQu- 
tion left the site. The Hanfordjdcasesinduded a 1948 experiment in which as 
much as 11.000 curies of Iodine 131, known to be ryrjally harmful to dnb
dren, was inteutiocally released mto the air. Known as ibe Run,” tins
esperiment was onerxied to siunilate plutonium {xoductiou in fbr-
hjei Soviet Umou so that mstntments used on ®py tn
productioQ levels could be oEbratcd. The secret Green Run gwrad racfenion sy 
far north as-Spokane and south into Oregon. 

A study similar to the ones under way at Oak Riige and FenaM will atzen^Jt 
to leS dtizens Eke BaSe precisely how tuudi raefiarinn they Prefinrinary
reports suggest that as many as 20,000 children who Evcd downwind from Han­
ford were hit by a sjgnifirant amnunt of radiation—the equhotent of 80 chest 
X-rays—in foe late 1940s and eariy 1950s. Another 250.000 people Evedmite 
direct {lath of foe rafoatiaQ A Lu get health study nrvolving for actual

- amnimdon of about 2,000 profile who Evcd near Hanfoxd during rarintinr» > 
releases, k also being conducted. In foe meantime, phttonium production has 
ended. Hanford is now foe country’s largest emnronmcncal restoration project 
wifoabudget ofabout $2 bOBonaycarand 154)00 workers. 

More than 2,000 people have joined a “dovrawinders” lawsufr that seeks mm- 
prnsarinn for those exposed to the plant’s emssians. They warn nxxii-
toring and compensatiau for pain and suffering. So far foe federal government
has paid $20 nrillinn for foe lawyers defending the con^anies that 
Harford andarenamedni foe grit-frfcnrxiirp^Tffd tn gnmTrolimrillQQt;

THE NEVADA itsi Sill, 50 MILES NCTCTHWESTCff LAS VF/W; wwyhx AWW1T
100 bombs were detonated above foe ground between 1951 and 1963, was foe 
last stop on uranium’s journey to obErion. Before gemtyto btemtfa marwi. 
al that had become plutonium at Hanford was milted at Rocky Pfar^. near tten-
ver, and placed in a weapon at a fodfiry near Amarillo, Tex. Rocky Hats hs beat 
foe site of widely pubEched radianon poEunau and inricten^ m winch workers 
were exposed to radiatioQ. Local dtizens also daim to suffer health effects 
caused by foe bomb fectory. In 1981; one researefer, Carl Johnson, reported 
elevated cancer rates in an area around foe jJant thar inrhirte* mtrh
Johmoo, whose work has been challenged by ocher researchers, suggested foal 
significartily higher cancer rales occurred in foe nd^iborhoods closest to foe
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Sueh soitfies fiitied a hndmaik campaign that year inwtp^aEm^  ̂group of

"V-

right away that I should get 
the papers together and file
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them because the feDout was 
probabty die cause." She was 
paid $50,000. but “of 
course," die says, “it doesn’t 
wake TTp for what hac hoj .̂ 
pened to me. for losing a

MAR 20 1S94

atnmw- raring, mughr damages fix jUness related to the fellauL If the case pro- 
J vaJed. it wcxild estabfch goverament r^ioasbiEty for the safely of people ftrag

jy^iwnivTgTTpt-^^ffioes and open the door foriawsuisdJ across the cantoy. 
At trial, anomey Stewart Udall, die focner Interior secretary, TeBedaoaanMDC- 
hog expert witness. Dr. Joseph Lyon, a Unhecsty of Utah epdenootaps who 
<fiscoraeda300%iixratem<*adho«llcuJtenramthefelloutTepc3o.Udanalso 
used tesrimauy from a former PuhEc Health Service officer, who mid the court 
thar A^rrmr Energy Ccnmasian had dociored bis reports on frDout to cover 
up exccpoonally high radtarim rvarfiry m populated areas m southern Utah and 
obscure the feet that sthodduldrenplaymgai recess were exposed.

The real court Judge ruled in fevor of some of UdalTs dents, but die dedaou 
rjktnrgcrand Tn 1<MUI, an ^rpeahcouiT. found die government was trnmupeto 
dawnwinders’ Haims, as it had been to the urarrium nuneis’, under laws protect­
ing its actions in the area of national deface. The Supreme Court ^reed.

Frustrated and argry, Udall went to Grogress, where he had served as a repre­

sentative in the 1950s, to 
mat.- one last plea. And this 
time be prevailed- In 1990, 
the Ifediation Exposure Com­
pensation Act became law. 
providing both an apology 
and $200 miTTirm for immiimi 
rmners and the downwinders. 
Anyone who lived in the 
downwind area during the 
Nevada tests and develops 
one of several cancers is eEgi- 
ble for the program. More 
than 800 claims have been 
paidsmceI990.

Arlene Davis subatitted her 
dam under the act two years 
ago. “Last February [1992] 
Tm getting in the bathtub and 
I see this trig lump,” she sys. 
“On April tiiiidl had the 
erarion. My mother told me

Nevertheless, one of the 
most seasoned legal minds in 
this arena remains skeptical. 
Stewart Udall began fighting 
for radotion victims m 1978,

Cireilttloi

Gorenuncnt docutneiiis oonfinn that foe Arrenic Energy GoiUbusuon was 
made aware of foe feDout hazard m 1946, before foe testing began in Nevada. 
Reports by one of foe ^mkrinn's health experts. Dr. Stafford Warrau 
warred that even rmnute bars of feOout material absorbed by a penous-body 
amid produce cancer years later. “Ibis is an insdious hazard and an msaous 
Jatai effirr laid to giaid a^inst," Warren wrote. He advised foe conmisrion 
to foscuss foe danger openly, but instead, affinals conducted an extensive pfo- 
Kr-M-farinrre nnnpjign . showing films to sthodcMdren to calm their fears about 
foe bomb blasts and rfisnfoatmgbooldos to cuwinimifos near the test site that 
descritxd local citizens as partidpams m atomic sciesxe. “Your bettacrion," one 
booldetadvised, “k to not be worried about faBout.'’
.-As eariy as 1961,«UKfic5<rffoe downsrind population sug^stedfoat Warren’s 

prefoctions were coming true. Ihougi held secret by foe Aromic Energy Com- 
^T^rtfi^md^rectleulawnia in foe part cfsoutitemlhah flat had 

recehcdheavyamountsaffellcutftomfoebambteHs.

t.57*,«2S <
breast. You fed it every time 
you look in foenrirron Maney - 
<-gn*r rrptip fhr rhar "

THOSE LOOKING FOR A WAY 
cut of tf** morass of legal and 
moral issues surrounding 
America’s nudear legacy may 
consider the approach used 
by Udall for the miners and 
test-site downwinders-In that 
instance. Congress was per­
suaded to act because of foe~ 
rnoral weight of the tnstorical 
facts. Energy Secretary 
O’Leary says that some peo- 
ple m O-1- y arein^1*******^ 
m rigfatingfoe wrongs deme to 
others along foe atnuric naH. 
But ro Sen. John Gkxm 
(DOhio), who chairs foe enm- 
ntittee foat oversees weapons 
fectories, my that no compen­
sation is being considered 
DOW though they may be in­
terested in the coming 
months.

Still, O’Leary has hdd pub­
lic meetings in the past few 
months wifo groups of down­
winders, irradiated workers 
and whfctlc-bloweis. She has 
also met privately with fennfis 
who believe that they have 
been stricken by illnrss and 
death caused by the bomb 
complex. “Previous secretar­
ies never met these people 
and I think that was a xnis-
take," O'Leary says in an in­
terview. Some of these meet­
ings have been emotionally 
wrenching, she says, but foe 
sees them as a necessary part 
ofhealingthepasL 

“President Clinton recog­
nizes this is a serious prob­
lem,” foe adds. “He has spo­
ken to me about it several
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law: ‘Justice delayed s justice 
denied,’" Udall says. “I’m 
afraid that is something rhat 
could easily happen m these 
cases. In a sense, it already 
has." •

are supportive of her,” he 
says. However, Gankfin says, 
the compensation program 
for miiris and test-wtr dowi> 
winders is “not a model" for 
resolving other claims "but 
something to learn from.” 
The Adnnnextatjon ts moving 
“methodically because we 
know people don’t trust the 
government," he says, adding 
that any future an^mpt to 
help people injured by the 
weapons complex "will not be 

• just monetary, but would in­
clude something Eke merfical 

' monitoring and something as 
simple as an apology."

Udall is pleased that a hi^- 
levd committee has been 
formed by the White House 
to invest^aie the bomb mm_ 
plex, but he wonders “if 
they’ll go into a doset for a 
year until all the furor mb- 
sides.’

“There’s an old saying in

Eos AtioeUs Rimes
esrcalatloa x,57»,425

and be has found what be calls
piling attitude toward this

issue" in every administraDoo
ma. AD along, be says, "the
Justice Department has
played ‘smash-mouth hard­
ball,’ trying to deny die claim­
ants everything they could-"

"Hazel O’Leary may be
sympathetic,” he continues
"But the key department is

- the Justice Department. I
have tried to get [Atty. Gen.]
Janet Reno’s attention but
have not gottena response.”

^mi^MiatioT5 supports

O’Leary’s efforts to i^ht the
wrongs ot the nuclear past.
“Secretary O’Leary and Any.
Gen.Rcnoandbudgei<firec-
tor Leon Panetta have talked 
about these issues and they ’
are supportive of her ” he
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I apons Plant Workers Can't Tell How Much Radiation Exposure

WASHINGTON (AP) There's no way for most of the nation's 
600,000 past and present weapons plant workers to know how much 
radiation exposure they've had, the Energy Department's top safety 
official said Thursday.

''Not all workers were monitored, and there are concerns about 
the accuracy of some data,'' Dr. Tara O'Toole, assistant energy 
secretary for environment, safety and health, told a House 
subcommittee.

''At some plants, incorrect instruments were used to measure 
radiation doses,'' she said. Other plants sometimes used the right 
instruments the wrong way, or exposure readings weren't logged 
correctly.

''The quality of the data as well as the limitations of the 
science were such that it would be very difficult to come to 
conclusions regarding individuals," she said.

Congressional investigators said they found the Energy 
Department kept track of on-the-job illnesses, but only if the sick 
people returned to work. If they failed to return ''there was no 
mechanism for DOE to record that information," said Jim Wells of 
the General Accounting Office, the investigative arm of Congress. 

''DOE's data are suspect,'' Wells said.
At the Rocky Flats plant in Colorado, workers who had no 

radiation exposure got a zero on exposure report cards, and workers 
who failed to turn in their dosimeter badges also were given a
zero. There is no way to tell which zeros indicate no contamination 
and which ones indicate missing information, he said.

At the Fernaid uranium processing plant in Ohio, the contractor 
applied a correction formula to the readings from dosimeter badges 
between 1983 and 1985. The correction formula was so large that 
some of the radiation readings ended up in negative numbers, said 
F ip. John Dingell, D-Mich.

Dingell, chairman of the Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee, said records were inconsistent from plant to plant. 

Fernaid allowed concentrations of thorium that were 17 times 
higher than the allowed concentrations at the Hanford Reservation 
in Washington State, he said.

At the Rocky Flats plant, the Energy Department learned in 1987 
that there was no instrument calibration program that met DOE 
s .andards, and "instruments were often not adequately 
calibrated.''

Dingell said a 1984 Fernaid document showed that NLO Inc., which 
ran the plant, pegged the reliability of its radiation dose 
counters at plus or minus 50 percent. In 1985, NLO assured its 
union, in writing, that the counters had a reliability ''very close 
to the actual value," according to a copy of the letter released 
by Dingell.

Worker exposure to radiation at Fernaid is the subject of a 
class action suit scheduled for trial this summer in U.S. District 
Court in Cincinnati.
APNP-03-17-94 1823EST
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that were being given in the course of other studies and treatments.

Approved by:
Dr. Harry Holloway 1/21/94

providing the treatment. As far as we know at the present time, NASA was 
only interested in obtaining data that resulted from radiation exposures

RTQ: CBS REPORT ON RADIATION

Q. Did NASA participate in radiation experiments which used prisoners 
as subjects?

A. As of today, January 21,1994, NASA has not found any evidence that it 
participated in any radiation experiments with prisoners. NASA is 
continuing its investigation.

NASA encourages anyone who participated in a radiation experiment to 
call the national radiation Helpline at 1/800/493-2998.

Q. What role did NASA have in the human radiation experiments at the 
Oak Ridge facility? . , ,
A. NASA transfered funds to the Atomic Energy Commission (AEG) which 
in turn awarded a contract to Medical Division of Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities, formerly called Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies 
(ORINS) for analysis of data resulting from therapeutic and accidental 
radiation exposure. NASA supported this data gathering effort from mid- 
1964 to 1975.

Q. What was the purpose of the research?
A. Because NASA is responsible for the health and safety of astronauts, it 
was interested in characterizing the health effects of the natural radiation 
astronauts would be exposed to in space. In the early 1960s, at the 
recommendation of the Space Science Board of the National Academy of 
Sciences, NASA began to accummulate data from ongoing radiobiological 
studies and treatment programs being carried out by other organizations.

Q. Did NASA have a role in the selection or treatment of any patients and 
were these patients fully informed?
A. NASA had no role in the selection or treatment of any patient. The 
responsibility for insuring that patients were fully informed of and 
consented to any radiation exposure rested solely with the institution 
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consented to any radiation exposure rested solely with the institution 
providing the treatment. As far as we know at the present time, NASA was

Approved by:
Dr. Harry Holloway

only interested in obtaining data that resulted from radiation exposures 
that were being given in the course of other studies and treatments.

HTQ: NASA Human Radiation Experiments

Q. Did NASA use humans as subjects in radiation experiments?
A. On December 30,1993, NASA was informed by the Department of 
Energy that NASA may have sponsored or cosponsored human 
experiments to determine the effects of radiation. Dr. Donald E. Robbins, 
Deputy Director of Space and Life Sciences at the Johnson Space Center, 
has been appointed to lead a team in conducting a prompt but detailed 
search of all NASA records concerning human experiments involving 
radiation. Any information discovered by this search will be reported to Dr. 
Harry Holloway, Associate Administrator for the Office of Life and 
Microgravity Sciences and Applications, who will share this information 
with the White House task force.

Q. What was the purpose of the research?
A. Because NASA is responsible for the health and safety of astronauts, it 
was interested in characterizing the health effects of the natural radiation 
astronauts would be exposed to in space. In the early 1960s, at the 
recommendation of the Space Science Board of the National Academy of 
Sciences, NASA began to accummulate data from ongoing radiobiological 
studies and treatment programs being carried out by other organizations.

Q. What role did NASA have in the AEG research?
A. NASA transferred funds to the AEG which in turn awarded a contract 
to ORINS for analysis of data resulting from therapeutic and accidental 
radiation exposure.

Q. Did NASA have a role in the selection or treatment of any patients and 
were these patients fully informed?
A. NASA had no role in the selection or treatment of any patient. The 
responsibility for insuring that patients were fully informed of and

»

Q. Is this the first time this issue has been discussed?
A. No. On September 23,1981, Acting Associate Administrator for the 
Office of Space Science Andrew Stofan testified before the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight,
Committee on Science and Technology. His testimony pertained to NASA's 
role in the radiological studies carried out by the Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEG) during the years 1964 to 1974 at the Medical Division of 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities, formerly called Oak Ridge Institute of 
Nuclear Studies (ORINS).
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January 3, 1994

Statement by NASA Administrator Daniel S. Goldin 
concerning Radiation Testing on Rumens

Today’s NASA prides itself on its openness, its relevancy and 
its positive impact on the quality of life for all people. There 
is no place in this agency for human medical experimentation 
conducted in secrecy or without full respect for the human dignity 
of each and every participant. I guarantee the American public a 
full accounting of all radiation experiments conducted on human 
subjects by this agency.

On December 30, 1993, my office was informed by the
Department of Energy that, during the 1960s and 70s, NASA was 
involved in sponsorship or cosponsorship of some human experiments 
to determine the effects of radiation. I personally consider this 
issue to be of paramount concern and will ensure that any 
involvement by NASA is fully disclosed to the American public. 
Therefore, I have taken the following immediate steps:

1. I have assigned Dr. Harry C. Holloway, Associate Administrator 
for Life & Microgravity Sciences & Applications, the 
responsibility of overseeing all of NASA's internal activities 
regarding human experimentation on the effects of radiation. He 
will participate in an interagency meeting at the White House this 
afternoon concerning research on this issue and how the government 
should proceed.

2. I have appointed a team, led by Dr. Donald E. Robbins, Deputy 
Director of Space and Life Sciences at the Johnson Space Center, 
to conduct a prompt but detailed search of all NASA records 
concerning human experiments involving radiation. The team will 
report to Dr. Holloway and will cooperate fully with external 
review bodies, the Department of Energy and other federal agencies 
involved in this issue.
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Dec, 30, 1993

RTQ: NASA Funding of Human Radiation Studies

Lth Service between 1951

-

-I-'-'

I

!

NASA will participate In a White House interagency meeting Monday. 
Jan. 3, on doing research on the issues Involved and participate in 
discussion on how the government should proceed. This effort will be 
followed by a search of the records.

A recent AP story about the exposure of human beings to radiation In 
secret experiments contains this paragraph:

If you receive any Inquiries related to this matter, our response should 
be as follows.

"The human experiments were supported by the Atomic Energy 
Commission. NASA and the U.S. Public Health Service between : 
and about 1975."
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«5ithe company of Senator Arlen Specter

he was asking questions as a member -..v. <llc reoerai anneals court tn

mey' weT.Se'r’^^";;^ KP“’dAh!a "»• >
seeking Senate confirmation.

Today the tables were turned, and it 
was the Justices, looking down from 
the bench with the comfort of life ten­
ure, who were doing the asking. Mr. 
Specter, a Pennsylvania Republican 
was trying to persuade the Court to let 
him sue the Navy to stop the planned 
yard"8 °f PhiIadclPhia Naval sh'P- 

,..lt Was ,he f'rst time in morc than 20

argued a case before the Court. The ■id s" t'ssed the unusual features oYThe 
Justices treated Senator Specter as Defense Base Closure and Realign- 
they treat any lawyer; they drilled him Act of 1990, under which the

, o . V. . I 11 Ig ll Id I , V. f . yJV-, tilt • JcSI-
the Senator’s 30 minutes had elapsed dcn' a ''st of bases to be closed The 

Senator Stands His Ground SJroVtVe £

Specter an experienced approves it, the list becomes final • - 
courtroom lawyer who argued and won less both houses of Congress 
*" '\l;Pr|°"r’e1 cuour'cases when he was joint resolution of disapproval within 

the Philadelphia District Attorney, 45 days.

Senator Specter and the other plain-

David H. Souter told the ^idto  ̂ i" Gov-
eral b.,i -- ----------------- ... R p Casey

B'll Bradley and Frank R. Lautenberg
of New Jersey, are arguing that the 
inclusion of the navy yard with 81 other 
bases on the 1991 closing list was a 
result of illegitimate actions by the 
Navy. They say that the Navy wanted
the base closed and that it withheld
from the base closing commission cru- . . —........ *■■<- •-<»«
cial testimony and documents that had because ’t Bled a lawsuit last year

By LINDA GREENHOUSE
Special to The New York Times
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recourse to the courts would make the 
base closing law unconstitutional be­
cause Congress could not delegate such 
unreviewable authority loan independ­
ent, nonelected commission.

The 193-year-old navy yard, sched­
uled to be phased out by next year 
accounts for about 45,000 jobs in the 
Philadelphia area, thus the high politi­
cal visibility of the case, Dalton v. 
Specter, No. 93-289. New York State 
also has a direct interest in the case

made a strong case for keepingVopea challenging the inclusion of Platts'-
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litical sponsorship being plucked off with the process, 
the list. c

dZ^T’.1 pul ‘Vh? -y•”Just-David H. Souter told ihn nir»r Conntnr UawmIm nr—tt___ 1 — ■*

era), “but you seem to teTayi^g YhYt
the Base Closing Act is just a pact, a
kind of modus vivendi between the two
political branches."

Yes, Mr. Days replied, "we see this
very much as an understanding be­
tween the President and Congress.” He 
said that although the law did not refer 

« specifically to the issue of judicial re­
view, “the history, structure and pur­
pose of the act” all indicated that the
courts were not supposed to interfere

y
,imWASHINGT°N. March 2 — The last I declare that the Government's selec 
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ances in the hearing room and on the j "partisan and procedural obstacles” 
Senate floor "Chief Justice Rehnquist, I that had made it practically impossible 
I respectfully disagree with you cat-1 to close military bases He saWathv 
®8dr,cally’ he said at one point as the | requiring the bases chosen for dosing 

precedem Ver emeanin8°fa 1935 10 as a “sin8|e indivis.b®
S ± Pa^Lg.e’£“nAr5s?mea"t to avoid the

to the past from bases with powerful po-

Federal court. 8

Fede.ral appeals court in
■ -----------— *'* t-ncat a suit

brought by Senator Specter and two
dozen other officials could proceed the
Justices accepted the Government’s
appeal. They appeared receptive today I
to the argument that a base closing
was a political problem for Congress Hw C
and the White House to work out with- ~
out the help of the courts. — '

Independence Is Stressed |

In his argument against permitting 7~ 

----------------- ,11TO 111WiC lIlan zu 'he courts to review base closing deci- L; —
years that a member of Congress had • slons' Solicitor General Drew S Days kJJ ®
Justices treated Senator Specter as
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liked it.

of the purse to what he plainly re-

cial.
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Fear and Pork
But a few senators will hit back at 

Mr. Byrd. One Republican who har­
bors no fears. Senator John McCain 
of Arizona, said, “I see fear and in­
timidation on the part of some of my 
colleagues who fear losing their 
pork.”
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The- Lawmakers
A periodic look at the titans 
of Capitol Hill

But others, Mr. Mitchell said, sim­
ply never made the distinction be­
tween a vote on an ordinary bill and

Byrd is notorilya serf-ta7ght'histori- changing the Constitution itself. And 
an; he is a piece of living history, a many members who told him that die 
throwback to the days when two-hour c-“d-=r.t = b=d id“ vcted for

i Bowe uses. And that is where we are 
now. We are in the ring.”

’ But sometimes hardball backfires. 
Senators do not like to be humbled.

Many Senators thought Mr. Byrd’s 
tactics worked against him last 
spring when Republicans, enraged by 
Mr. Byrd’s parliamentary devices, 
filibustered and killed President Clin­
ton’s economic stimulus bill.

Senator Mark 0. Hatfield of Ore­
gon, perhaps Mr. Byrd’s closest 
friend in the Senate and the senior 
Republican on the Appropriations 
Committee, said his parly colleagues’ 
attitude was, "This ,s one time we can 
get even for all the past experiences 
we think we lost on."

Mr. Byrd takes pride, but not joy. in 
his legendary command of the rules. 
When he was leader, he read the rules 
and all the precedents before each 
session of Congress and knew them 
as well or better than the parliamen­
tarians who help other senators. But 
he called that effort "boring," and the 
need to spend hours negotiating 
agreements for votes "a grubby 
piece of work."

So when the chairmanship of the 
Appropriations Committee became 
vacant at John Stennis's retirement, 
he saw an escape route. He is pleased 
with the change. "I have more time to 
devote to West Virginia," he said. “I 
have more time to devote to things 
that are fulfilling and meaningful to 
me: reading of history, the reading of 
great literature. Milton's Paradise 
Lost, Emerson’s Essays. Dante’s ‘Di­

throwback to the days when two-hour amendment was a bad idea voted for 
speeches full of classical allusions anyway because their constituents 
drew crowds to the Capitol. He is 
uncomfortable with television, un­
skilled in what he scornfully dismiss­
es as “the 20-second sound bite.”

While most modem members of
Congress try to juggle the political
hazard of being seen as a big spender
with the political advantage of getting
good stuff for the home folks, Mr.
Byrd’s commitment to domestic
spending is unabashed.

He reminds an interviewer that
Henry Clay was committed to public
works, which he broadens to include
schools, and research and develop­
ment and other “investments in the
country’s future." He is proud of the
billion or so dollars he has steered to
West Virginia since he abandoned the
“grubby work” of being Senate ma­
jority leader in 1989.

the people. And that is where it is 
vested. It is vested in the branch that 
represents the people, elected by the 
people. Judges are not elected by the 
people. The President is not directly 
elected by the people. He is elected by 
electors.”

To many other senators who would 
not yield an inch to Mr. Byrd in their 
belief in themselves and their own 
respect for the Constitution, of i 
course, this amendment was an im­
perative to get the nation’s finances 
in order. Some senators who opposed 
it before voted for it this week, as 

But he is an odd symbol in Wash- their last hope., ,, , n 
ington these days. A 76-year-old Dem­
ocrat and the senior Senator from 
West Virginia, serving since 1959, Mr.

<rmy of Kings, Poets and Patriots
\M CLYMER \J ~ Listen to him explain his i

Protector of Senate
He intimidates on the floor. He McCain not long before that, ridicul- 

counts favors carefully. At times he ing hit attack on highway demonstra- 
sounds like a one-man committee su- tion projects by reading the Senate a 
pervising conduct for this very spe- letter asking for help on that very 
cial club. He voted against the confir- kind of spending in Arizona, 
mation of Clarence Thomas in part On another day he thwarted Sena-

legislation here saying that the Presi­
dent has a deadline of March 31 to get 
them out of Somalia, after which 
there will be no more funds, that was 
the claw in the trap.”

“When we say ’this amount of 
funds and no more,’ we are getting to 
the marrow of the bone.”

And why must Congress resist any­
thing that diminishes its control of the 
purse?

“That power of the purse belongs to

ADAM CLYMER 
ccial <o The New York Times 

.INGTON, March 2 — "Once 
the Senate has justified my 

in the institution, and the Consti- 
un still lives.”

Senator Robert C. Byrd of West 
irginia offered that heroic analysis 

on Tuesday night after the Senate 
rejected, with three votes to spare, a 
constitutional amendment to require 
the Federal budget to be balanced.

No one expects understatement 
from Mr. Byrd. But neither did any­
one doubt that he believed what he 
was saying. After invoking the 
Greeks, the Romans, the barons who 
wrested Magna Carta from King 
John and finally the framers in Phila­
delphia, Mr. Byrd had prevailed 
against an amendment he regarded 
as a monstrosity.

For months Mr. Byrd had been the 
point man. “He was publicly visible, 
rallying opposition at a time when the 
amendment seemed to have great 
public support,” said Senator George 
J. Mitchell of Maine, his successor as 
majority leader.

Mr. Byrd spurred the White House, 
unions and other groups to action, and 
they spread sometimes hyperbolic 
fears of the effects of any amend­
ment. He worked with them, organ­
ized hearings, went to news confer­
ences. Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
of Massachusetts, first a rival and 
then an ally over 31 years in the 
Senate, said, “He has been very effec­
tive in marshaling the economic ar­
guments, the constitutional argu­
ments and the political arguments.” 

That might not have been enough to 
get the 34 votes needed to block the 
measure. Every year there are more 
senators here who have promised 
voters to support a balanced budget 
amendment. Mr. Byrd’s strategy at 
first was delay, dragging the fight out 
with a long list of amendments in­
tended to upset the delicate coalition 
that supported the balanced budget 
measure. No one knew if that would 
work.

But he was working with Mr. 
Mitchell, and Mr. Mitchell was busy, 
talking to every Democrat, urging 
each one to oppose the plan and, last 
week, judging that they were close 
enough to victory to risk a vote.

Still, Mr. Byrd was out front, the 
symbol of the opposition.

And as evidence of what he consid­
ers Mr. Byrd’s basic purpose, he car­
ries around the Congressional 
Record’s account of the passage of a 
provision for $20 million for 500 more 
jobs in West Virginia, at a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation center that 
Mr. Byrd got moved there, "without 
regard to any employment ceiling 
imposed by the President or by law.” 

“I’m fed up to here,” Mr. McCain 
said, holding his hand just under his 
nose.

Mr. Byrd tore a strip off Mr.

mation of Clarence Thomas in part On another day he thwarted Sena- " 
because he felt the judge had insulted tor Bob Kerrey, a Nebraska Demo- 
the Senate by injecting racism into crat who was later an ally on the 
the hearings. Last fall he urged Sena- constitutional amendment, by pre- 
tor Bob Packwood of Oregon to resign venting a deep cut in an appropria- 
because, in fighting a subpoena for tions bill from coming up for a vote, 
his diaries, he had “chosen to protect Mr. Kerrey appealed to Mr. Byrd’s 

fairness” to waive his parliamenta­
ry advantage and allow an up-or-

vine Comedy,’ Shakespeare. There is 
no comparison.”

Some younger Democrats were 
pleased that he left the leadership. 
They thought he was archaic in an 
age of television, not a good spokes­
man for the party. And his image is 
not necessarily much better these 
days: he is attacked as the epitome of 
pork-barrel politics, thwarting popu­
lar will so he can spend more.

Norman Omstem of the American 
Enterprise Institute, a research or­
ganization in Washington, has no pa­
tience with that view. A leading Con­
gressional scholar, Mr Omstein said 
that was “about as ridiculous a ster­
eotype as you can imagine.”

“Robert Byrd,” he said, "sees him­
self deep down as the defender of our 
constitutional system, of the Constitu- 

_tional role of Congress, especially the 
Senate.”

He is not unique in his concern for 
the institution. Mr. Hatfield, who like 
Mr. Byrd was a poor boy who rose 

' through politics, shares some of his 
feeling for the history of the place. So 
do others, like Mr Mitchell or Mr. 
Kennedy. But Mr Byrd talks about it 
more, worries about it more.

“Clearly the Senate is not what it 
once was,” Mr. Byrd said. “It isn’t 
the institution, but those of us who 
make up the institution. We don’t 
have the same inspiration, the same 
goals, the same motivation. Most im­
portant today is the 20-second sound 
bite, making of the headlines.”

He said, "It is not as uplifting as it 
once was.”

Listen to him explain his opposition 
to the amendment:

“The basic reason why I think it is 
a bad idea is that it certainly carries 
within it the seeds for the destruction 
of this Government, its structure, as 
we know it, the constitutional system, 
checks and balances, and separation 
of powers."

“The basic power which is proba­
bly more fundamental than any other 
power in the Constitution is the power 
of the purse,” he said in a recent 
interview.

The most recent proof of this power 
was a Congressional vote to withdraw 
American troops from Somalia, as a 
provision in an appropriations bill. 
Mr. Byrd said, “When we passed

himself at the expense of the Senate.”
His opponents on the balanced-   ,  

budget amendment suggested that he down vote.
opposed it because it would curb the Mr. Byrd refused. “I have no com­
spending he presides over as chair- punctions about fairness," he said. “I 
man of the Appropriations Commit- will go home with a clear conscience 
tee, the spending he defends when it tonight. The Senator from Nebraska 
aids West Virginia or other states. knows the rules." He concluded by

But he contends that the gravest comparing himself to the current 
flaw of the amendment was that it heavyweight boxing champion, Rid- 
would surrender the hard-won power dick Bowe, saying: “There comes a 

7 ‘ /—I.-• time when a fellow who crawls into
gards as the lesser branches of Gov- the ring with the champ, if it is Mr. 
emment, the executive and the judi- Bowe or whoever it is, he has to take 
---L his chances with the same gloves Mr.

Robert
Carlyle Byrd
BORN Nov. 20, 1917, North 
Wilkesboro, N. C. 

hometown Sophia, W. Va. 

education Mark Twain 
School; attended several 
colleges; J.D., American 
University.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 1947-51, 
member, West Virginia House 
of Delegates; 1951-53, 
member, West Virginia 
Senate; 1953-59, member. 
United States House of 
Representatives; 1959- 
preserrt, member, United 
States Senate; 1977-80, 
1987-88, Senate majority 
leader; 1981-86, Senate 
minority leader.

famly Married to Erma Ora 
James; two daughters. 

hobbies Reading.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

The Department of Energy (DOE) has available for public review the 

medical records of 18 people who were injected with plutonium during the late 

1940's as part of a government experiment. Personal identification 

information has been removed from the records.

An unindexed copy of these records (approximately one copier-paper box 

in volume) is available for.examination in the Public Reading Room, room 1E190 

in the Forrestal Building, 1000 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, DC, Monday 

through Friday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Indexed copies of the records should be available in DOE reading rooms 

around the country within two weeks.

-DOE-

N-94-0I2

<

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 3, 1994

NEWS MEDIA CONTACT:
John Donnelly
Arlene Estep 202/586-5806
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FACT PAPER Mar. 3, 1994

RELEASE OF MEDICAL RECORDS ON THE 18 PLUTONIUM INJECTED PEOPLE

- Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs has notified interested members 
of Congress and will make available copies upon request. Expect several 
interested parties (including Markey) will want copies today (Mar. 3).

- Public Affairs expects to release a "Note to Editors" early this afternoon 
(Mar. 3) indicating the records are now available in the FOI reading room.

- Future: Requests for any portion of the records should be referred to the 
FOI reading room. They will, per standard procedure, take phone requests and 
fill as appropriate. People can expect to be charged a fee for pages after 
the first 150. Most places charge a nickel a page.

- Take media questions that arise based on data contained in the 
records, but be aware (and let media know) that we probably won't be able to 
get answers on most. We don't have first hand knowledge about experiment 
particulars. Any judgmental questions should await answers from the 
President's Advisory Committee.

- However, a copy was sent to the information center at the Nevada test site 
office in Las Vegas for indexing and copying. DOE should have multiple 
indexed copies available in the FOI reading room about noon Friday, Mar. 4. 
The Nevada center will send copies to DOE reading rooms around the country

- Albuquerque Tribune reporter in Washington received last night (Mar. 2) 
redacted copies of the medical records of the 18 people. This under a FOIA 
request.

- Those records can be reviewed in the FOI reading room, Forrestal Building 
room IE-190, phone 202-586-6020. Total volume is about two copier-paper boxes 
full. This is the referral point for all requests, including media.

- The records are not indexed.

(but arrival dates depend on postal delivery time).

- Four next of kin have asked for copies of the records (including Ms. Allen). 
Cover letters and records will be sent from EH today (Mar. 3) via overnight 
delivery.
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March -1, 1994

York Times about the future of DOE labs and big science. x

OUTREACH/PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT:

PROACTIVITY/O

T

- Secretary's Speaking Events:

Consumer Affairs

E1EF

WEEKLY PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY

0 MEDIA ACTIVITIES

- The secretary travels on March 4 to Albuquerque and Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, for speeches and visit to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant the 
following day.

- Science Bowl regional competitions continue this weekend. They will 
be the first such sessions in Alaska and Hawaii and the rescheduled 
competition at the Forrestal Building on March 5.

Michael G. Gauldin
Director of Public Affairs and

- Three congressional testimony appearances are scheduled for next week. 
The Secretary will be before the House appropriations subcommittee on Monday, 
March 7; at the House Energy and Commerce subcommittee on March 8; and at the 
House Armed Services committee on March 9.

INATION:

- Public Affairs is forwarding for approval an internal communications 
plan. A lack of a formal internal communication process was highlighted by 
the team developing the communication and trust strategy. Such a structure 
should greatly enhance the cascading on department policies. Employees will- 
become more aware of complex wide policy issues and statements.

- A draft Laboratory Outreach Communications Plan was recently provided 
for comment to field and contractor public affairs directors. Comments on 
this "message team" concept are due back March 10 and will be incorporated for 
review by program offices.

0 WHITE HOUSE INTERES

- March 2 in New York to the American Association of Blacks in Energy 
annual conference.

- On March 4, speaks at the Pentagon at observances for Women's History 
Month.

"—Secretary's New York trip March 3: Media being worked include a 
breakfast with science reporters, interviews with Fortune and Essence 
magazines. Visit to the fusion facility at Princeton also includes a mating 
with employees and media availability. Interview with Malcolm Browne of New 
York Times about the future of DOE labs and big science. . ...

- Ebony and Jet interviews on March 7: The Secretary will be discussing 
her efforts at the department.
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compensation from
$100,000, or fill in a blank for an amount of the sender^s°choice 

- ■ J and a large dollar sign appears on the front

coffers" for anyone claiming to have been harmed is 
wrong,’■ Donnelly^said. ’ " • i~-

President Clinton last Thursday appointed a 15-member 
to study whether the radiation experiments were unethical, and 
whether condensation is-warranted, he said. The study is exoected 
to take a year.

Any compensation payments would require congressional approval, 
he added.

But Voiland, whose Spokane—based Nuclear Wear company made an 
estimated $40,000 last year from his line of pro—nur;l"Gone 
Fission” and "Nuke Kids on the Block” shirts.and hats, contended 
the government should concentrate on "real problems, not something 
j/ou can't do because it happened 50 years ago.”

Voiland grew up in the Tri-Cities, where his father was a 
lanford worker.

"I'm living proof to the fact that exposure to radiation causes 
io harm," he said.

He plans to offer O'Leary a free shirt when she attends a 
icnference m the Tri-Cities this spring. Even if she refuses to 
.ccept it, his business will continue to bloom in the Tri-Cities 
here he sells as many as 300 shirts a year through the BB&M 
porting goods store.

"It's a niche market,” he said.

energy]

of the $16.95 T-shirts, or $24.95 sweatshirts.
« Tasteless, said the executive director of a Spokane-based 
Hanford nuclear reservation watchdog group.

Stembridge of the Hanford Education Action League iik«xi«o 
the shirts to making fun of someone struck by a hit-and-run driver 

"If you've seen an interview with an atomic veteran or a 
downwinder who has buried children who died from leukemia, this is 
m appallingly bad taste," Stembridge said. "I don't think most 
downwinders are out there for a buck. They want the truth. ‘V -

free sticker, or a radiation discount."

7—-a* ——i-“j-i' ^=-L u_jJedLy.is.j7eacLing hysterically-to 
reports that some people were unwittingly exposed to radiation 
during tests from the 1940s through 1960s -- - -

His R.A.D. ; ‘ * _1__
offering the buyer a chance to request immediate
the government. The sender can check amounts of $1,000,

•' •."'i 'I.-'’ -s .

th.
taste  , y

Voi|.aild's contention that the Energy Department is "opening the 
coffers” for anyone claiming to have been harmed is ”100 oerconr 
wrong," Donnelly naid- ’ —- -

©002

AP Q0070 m genid WA-Radiation Shirts, Bjt, 50jWa-<^^23
Spoof Energy Department's Compensation Promises

AP PHotO
spojkwjtml-oia

SPOKANE (AP)SPOKANE (AP) - People who criticize his glow-in-the-dark shirts’ 
spoofing Department .Af-Energy proposals to compensate radiation 
exper^nt «e ml^singSthe: point. Bill Veiled Xs?

The point is not so much to make fun of the victims as it is

s ssssaS: said
^'SdS3o?di^.s”d 'e"a *

Energy -Secretary- Hazel OZLeary liS-Jreacting hysterically

im the 1940s through 1960s, Voiland contends, 
shirt kits contain a postcard to O'Leary's office
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HATEFUL SPEECH: To help fight
racial intolerance, Gov. Christie
Whitman plans special showings of
Schindler’s List for college stu­
dents beginning Feb. 28, the day
before a speech at Trenton State
College by a black Islamic leader
who called Jews "bloodsuckers.”
Whitman said director Steven
Spielberg agreed to lend a copy of
his Oscar-nominated film about the
Holocaust At issue: how to help re­
duce tensions raised by Khalid
Abdul Muhammad, a former top tering intolerance 
aide to Nation of Islam leader Lou­
is Farrakhan. In New York, NAACP and Anti-Defamation 
League officials met to smooth tensions caused by the Na­
tion of Islam flap, but agreed on little.

ALSO THURSDAY...
► CHILD TESTIMONY: The Illinois Supreme Court 

struck down a law that would have allowed child witnesses 
in sex abuse cases to testify via closed-circuit TV. The court 
said the state constitution provides defendants a right to 
confront accusers face to face. The U.S. Supreme Court in 
1989 said federal law doesn’t require physical presence.
► BORDER PATROL HARASSMENT: A federal judge 

in El Paso approved a settlement agreement that U.S. Bor­
der Patrol agents cannot detain people simply because they 
look Hispanic. The suit was filed by students and employees 
at Bowie High School. Excluded: checkpoints or other 
places where reasonable suspicion is not required by law
► TEEN CURFEW: The American Civil Liberties Union 

filed suit in Miami challenging a Dade County youth curfew 
that began Thursday. The group says the curfew, 11 p.m. on 
school nights for youths under 17, violates privacy rights. 
The curfew is aimed at combating juvenile crime.
► SATELLITE NAVIGATION: Fewer air travel delays 

and more direct routes are among the benefits of the new 
Global Positioning System the FAA declared ready for use 
by civilian air carriers. The system uses 24 military satel­
lites. Widespread use is still a few years.
► RADIATION TESTS: The Johnson Space Center in 

Houston funded two studies on humans that involved radia­
tion, The Houston Post reported. Lawrence Dietlein. an as­
sistant director, said the subjects of the 1963 and 1974 ex­
periments consented and radiation doses were “very, very 
small,” perhaps less than an X-ray.
► GUN CONTROL: Congress should ban handgun sales 

and initiate stricter safety regulations for making hunting 
weapons, firearms attachments and ammunition, says the 
Violence Policy Center. It said there are tougher safety reg­
ulations on toasters and teddy bears than on handguns. The 
study is to be in Rolling Stone magazine March 10.

Written by Paul Leavitt With: Lori Sham, Gary Fields, 
Steve Marshall, Sandra Sanchez, Cathy Chestnut and 
Desda Moss.
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Citadel, woman says
Shannon Faulkner, the first 

woman to attend The Citadel, said 
Thursday that male cadets at the 
Charleston, S.C., state-run military 
school have yelled obscenities and 
sexual slurs at her — and she 
wants it stopped. "I expect them to 
be the gentlemen they were taught 
to be,” Faulkner, 19, said after a 
court hearing into her joining the 
all-male cadet corps. She also was 
referred to as “Shrew Shannon” 

Reuters and “The Divine Bovine" in the 
FAULKNER: Has school newspaper. College Presi- 
heard obscenities dent Claudius Watts “categorical­

ly” denied there had been harass­
ment Faulkner started classes Jan. 20, but can’t participate 
in military training pending the outcome of her lawsuit. At 
the hearing, a federal judge rejected a request by nine ca­
dets who want to show their education experience would be 
harmed if Faulkner joins the corps.

SINGLE WOMEN: The number of working displaced 
homemakers — divorced, separated or widowed women — 
rose 22% in the 1980s, to 17.8 million, according to an analy­
sis of Census data by the advocacy group Women Work! 
Among the reasons cited: Peak baby boomers are at ages 
when divorce is most likely. One of every six women is a 
displaced homemaker. Among those who head families, the 
poverty rate is 42%, nearly four times the national average. 
The number of working single mothers rose to 7.7 million 
from 5.8 million, partly because of growing acceptance of 
out-of-wedlock births. Their poverty rate is 44%.

ALZHEIMER’S TREATMENT: There’s more evidence 
anti-inflammatory drugs may delay or prevent Alzheimer's 
disease. A study of 50 pairs of elderly twins, reported in to­
day’s Neurology, found those who took non-steroidal anti­
inflammatory dru^, including ibuprofen and naproxen, to 
alleviate arthritis pain were less likely to have developed 
Alzheimer's disease than their siblings who did not take the 
dru^. But until larger studies are completed, regular use of 
even over-the-counter drugs isn’t recommended, says the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s Sheryl Williams.

CHEMICAL LEAK: More than 4,000 people were evacuat­
ed in Nogales, Ariz., and across the Mexican border be­
cause of a flammable, petroleum-based chemical leaking 
from the city’s main sewer line. The source of the chemical 
wasn’t immediately known. By late Thursday, officials said 
the danger had passed and residents were allowed to return 
home. Cross-border pollution is the suspected cause of high 
rates of cancer and other diseases.

TAINTED MEAT PAYMENT: The parents of a 2-year-old 
Tacoma, Wash., boy who died after eating a contaminated 
hamburger at a Jack in the Box restaurant have settled 
their lawsuit for $1.3 million. Michael Nole of Tacoma was 
one of four children whose deaths last winter were blamed 
on a type of E coli bacteria traced to contaminated and 
undercooked Jack in the Box hamburgers.

MUGGING VICTIM: A man who killed two teen-age mug­
gers on a New York street was placed on probation for five 
years, over the objections of prosecutors who wanted him 
sent to prison. Arthur Boone, 42, pleaded guilty to a gun pos­
session charge after a grand jury decided not to indict him 
on more serious charges. Boone, who had been robbed 
twice before, killed the muggers Nov. 14 after one pulled a 
pellet gun and the other took his wallet

MIRACLE DOG: After surviving 25 days with no food, Hon- 
ey ~ a 14!£-yearold golden retriever — was “running in 
the fields,” her delighted owner said. “It’s a miracle,” said 
Ann Wilmer Boons. “It sends a message about never giving 
up. Honey, who disappeared during a morning walk on 
Jan. 13, was discovered Feb. 7 at the bottom of a brush- 
covered hunters pit less than a half-mile from the farm­
house where she lives outside Chestertown, Md. Honey 
weighs 30 pounds, down from 70 pounds. Today, she’ll star 
at the Hoon grandchildren’s school show and tell.

NATIONLINE
_____________________________________________ /
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READY, WAITING: Cars for the new Senate subway sit 
under plastic wrap at the Hart Office Building, one of 
three stops on the $18 million system set to open this 
summer. The self-propelled enclosed cars — replacing 
open ones now in use — will carry senators between 
the Capitol and the Hart and Dirksen buildings.

FT1

Ex-treasurer guilty 
of evading taxes

3

;>w?-

Former U.S. treasurer Catali­
na Vasquez Villalpando pleaded 
guilty Thursday to tax evasion, 
obstruction of justice and con­
spiring to hide income she re­
ceived from a former employ­
er. Villalpando — whose 
signature appears on U.S. cur­
rency printed between Decem­
ber 1989 and January 1993 — 
admitted evading more than 
$47,000 in federal income taxes. 
She acknowledged obstructing 
an independent prosecutor’s in­
vestigation of the Reagan-era 
influence-peddling scandal at

and admitted concealing income and benefits she re­
ceived from her ex-employer while serving as U.S. trea­
surer. No sentencing date has been set

PEACEKEEPER HONORED: The Navy is naming a 
guided missile destroyer after Marine Col. William Hig­
gins, who was serving with the U.N. peacekeepers in 
Lebanon six years ago when he was kidnapped and 
slain. The ship will be built at Bath Iron Works, Maine.

BRIEFLY . . . Rep. William Natcher, 84, D-Ky., hospi­
talized at Bethesda Naval Hospital near Washington for 
what aides say is exhaustion, pledged to return to his job 
when Congress ends a 10-day recess Tuesday.... Presi­
dent Qinton called for a White House Conference on Ag­
ing to be convened in May 1995, the first since 1981.... 
Attorney General Janet Reno said a proposed $130 asy­
lum application fee would be waived for those who can’t 
afford it The money would go to hire more examiners to 
cut a 300,000 case backlog... Fourteen retired military 
officers said they’re backing Virginia U.S. Senate candi­
date James Miller, challenging retired Marine lieuten­
ant colonel Oliver North for the GOP nomination. The 
candidate, to be chosen at a June party com ention, is 
expected to face incumbent senator Charles Robb, D-Va.

CORRECTION: Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, did not 
sponsor a page from New Hampshire, as reported Mon­
day. The page was sponsored by Sen. Bob Smith, R-N.H.
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mits cover-up

the Department of Housing and Urban Development
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February 16, 1994

MEMO FOR: C. Varney or P. Caplan

Wall Street Journal ArticleSUBJECT:

Gordon K. Soper
Principal Deputy

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense (Atomic Energy) 
3E1074 (703)697-5161

Journal and I wonder if you have any more background on who might 
be responsible for the quote—I asked Tara and she didn't have a clue. 
The blurb follows: A panel of scientists told lawmakers that, with few 
exceptions, radiation experiments conducted on humans in the 1940s 
and ’50s appear to have involved doses that would leave no long-term 
health problems. End of blurb.

■^ysWallStr.
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sttf 1^00 beagjea died. At the 
Laboratisyiar^jQjy-gefated

h. Research, yirrtistt fed atm
dog waste. •

But cheif legacy has jolted resi-

Now, some
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The facility where 

scientist* fed beagles 
radioactive chaw in a . 
study of nuclear fallout 
is a toxic wasteland.

Now They Howl About 
‘Beagle Club

Although th* radiation

research was not a
• ■ • a

dents of this fmrimntTwrttaTIy cnn- 
sdous college town, trisch 
itself a “nuclear free sone" a decide 
ago. After all, this is a coauniudty 
where the bicycle is king, recydiagia 
a popular pastime and smoking is 
banned eoen an damtowm sorUwnnra 

Now on the edge <£ the campus of 
the University of Califanna at Davis, 
about two mifes from ffjfy Frrnt.o
sics a cootainfnated ghost town at 
empty dog diverted re­
search laborato­
ries and aging
iandfills sur-
rounrieiThy
barbed wire.

Theseduderf
Department of 

! Energy fc<-!Wty~

j —whsesdm-
tists fed beagles
radioactive chow

NewsExptiess

 PAAE [ OF

By Richard C. Paddoefc 
*1994, Los AngefetltaM 

 ■ DAVE. Calif.
W*HE RADIOACTIVE beagles
■ are long goae, their frozen car-
■ casses hauled off to a midear 

' ■ waste damp in Waahingtai atafe
along with 140 toes of radioactive

“A lot o£ people gave the universi­
ty the benefit of the doubt, as I <£d in 
the begmhtng." said Julie Roth, a 
neighbor whose well is fouled by ra­
dioactive trrtyiTTi and taric chemicals 
from the site_“I believed they, more 
rhati anyone else, would know the 
dangers and [take] the most steps to 
protect people.   _____

 

C

F5S‘

“In feet, I found out it was just the 
opposite.”

n^BMClaCWwMasetaf
experiments in dx states to the
effects of ntufearcchmgniggm w .
existed fifen 1956 unt^ld^wben
the last c£ 1^00 beagles died. At tee
DavBlaborataryfarRDSgy-Refated
Health Research, Fortier* fed wyny
beagles dron-^
trum SO, injected
some with tadj-
rrm, and trea^at-
ed others with 
coteittoseehow Mcrat, nearby residents 

Wth*yw*re«iv*iiiio
notice cf any hazard*.

Now, some aBBee^^^
neighbors and former workers at the
rite say they were alacmed to learn
they may have been unknowingly ex­
posed to radiation froca * cobalt rrra-
dfator used on the beagles outdoors
for 15 years without puhfic warning
One fanner university statfeat who '
wroked with tee dog? has sued,
dargingthatshedevelopedcancer .
from tee expostre to ntfiaiica.

FartfaenncKe, raxSoactive and
ebemieal waste fmm rh^ fan7fry hao
pcdsaied wells w rwighhonng frmu
proujptmg tee umverrity to provide
bottled water to oearty homes. Some
firm owners say they may sue over
lost property values.

The beagle research center is just

inaSO-ycarstudy 
of nudear fallout—is so tone it is 
now proposed for listing ua federal 
Superfund site.

Cortfmnrng disclosures over the 
past five years that thefaeffity has
emitted radiatian and c-------— -
gronirf^fer baa leftS.____
rars ieelmg betrayed by the univecsi-
tyaad the federal government..
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CTtenHtradiatKjn-and lang-tsm ge- 
netic damage. -

area. . .
“What was xurprisiag to me was 

—<■ - » . < « * ___

farnarinn they kept oa the poteasal

-DeraftheDe-. . “WtatwaSMrprfciagtomewas
- aaahedutelaciofaayscientificio- 

fornaticm they kept oa the potei&al 
e^oaxce,** said JuEe Both. 

Aa a UC Caws student ia 1972 and 
1973, Bheem Afaj worked at the re­
search center helping to take rare «f 
the beagles. Accanfing to her law­
yers, she was nevertold of lafiatkn 
oa the ate sod was never issued a

ered unsafe.
Although the radiatiaa 

fie hb was not a secret, nearby rest 
dmtaagthqr were newer gtrewtvwu 
DCBtZOlI flf xny KhyarA? j^ryj only 
Jeaaed about posmHe dangers afta: 
fie deannp started in 1989 and they 

asking questions.-.
Neaghbras wereeapempy 

to Iprn. about die cobalt irradiator.

fid hy nuclear 
plants is wefl be- 
lowthelevdihat * 

". wouldbecousid. :

. cxteroalrediatioaandlang^nnge- 
netic damage.•

Goldman said the UC Davis re­
search led to important 
fiat helped shape medical policy for 
thenneieareraafidsetradiatiflosrfe. 
ty standards used ill over fie world.

The Davis researchers found that 
high levels of atroafim Qa zan w< 
bone cancer and that evenhigher 
levels caused leukemia. At fie same 
time, they found that at lower levels 
—up to 1,000 times background

— - --- -- exposure— __

reu a 34

la 1984, she contracted lympho­
ma, which isnowinremisson. She . 
did not connect her eanew tn 
beagle research until after 1990, 
when word of radiation 
fie ate began tosnface. Now she is 
auug the university,- eenfon^ng +w 
n<Egti<m exposure canted hernias

Attfais point,-UC Davis and federal 
officials say fiere is no firext to

Inman health from fie Rtearch

The Department of .
PC Davis have been wnrirfng^n • 
fk*01* of fie site for fooryeara. Bur 
because of concern about fie poten­
tial exposure to peoplem the area, ; 
fieEttrironmentalProtediaii Agen- • 
^■announced last mouth that it 
waddstepin.

fiere were no 
health efians. 
From this tfw»y 
concluded that 
strontimn emit--

was beayQy used until fie mH- ■

UC Davis and the Department <rf 
Energy soeght to assure residents 
they were not harmed, but then - 
found that researchera had kept vw- 
fiW tw records on fie amount of

The research 
wasspemsored 
^■fie Atomic 

. . Energy Cdnuuis-
sion.lfor^. ’

. attracted with
mstirunous to conduct specific 
studies.

At Colorado State University in 
FmCcfc "BeagleOnh*- re- 

• searcherslookedattheefiecttfradi- 
. aWbeagles^Hethewomh.In

- mediral school exanrned fie effecte
ci. plutoninm on beagles. And sdea-

cme of4,000 Department of Energy

The departaHrt.wiuch recently 
admutedcondbctingradiatioQex- 
penments ca humans without their 
knowledge, estimates fiat it win cost 
as nuchas $200 billion over 30 years

years.
Thesdenhsts selected beagles ter 

the expenmems because fie? are 
tangled, they have greater genetic
J,?^iti“oth7dpgspede8Md 
theg skeletons and bone marrow re-

• ------------------— semblethatof
humans..
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The two faces of the nuclear genie I
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In our zeal to right, or at

x
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emment radiation testing on

I

► Did the radioactive re- have been violations of legal with the two faces of this oenie 
medfcaHwroose’6 ,herapeutlc anj! e,l?ical standards. the most awesome weapon the

inquiry will be a lengthy world has ever known but also 
an^JE?6 gOvernmen, owe J™ - reconls detailing radia- a powerful instrument in the

realize the dangers of exposingdark and narrow corner of our
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What we know 
about experiments

i|
tion during testing i 
from Oak Ridge, T< 
Los Alamos, N.M.

li-;...
He wanted O’Leary,

secretary 
of Energy.

In these inquires, there are
some key questions we must 
try to answer:
► Did post-World War II re- _....

searchers truly understand or an apology’

SZX®**-* ► The government has
 paid about $100,000 to 600

radiation victims.

► In 1940s, 18 men and 
women were injected with 
plutonium.

President Clinton has ap­
pointed a civilian panel of sci­
entists and ethicists to review 

i un-

► Prison inmates In Ore­
gon and Washington were 
dosed with X-rays.

► Many soldiers and civil­
ians were exposed to radia- 

 at bases 
enn., to

► Up to 33 VA and state 
hopsitals fed patients food 
with radioactivity In metabo­
lism tests.

► Thousands of people in 
the Southwest claim radiation 
exposure because they were 
"downwind” from testing.

tion experiments over the past peaceful quest to save lives 
50 years are scattered through- _____________ '
out many government agen- ►Atomic vets ' 3A

••ft

Radiation tests deserve scrutiny, but human research has benefits, says Secretary O’Leary
jsband, Jack, died of histnrv win rncnit ■» a f»n«« J J

Context

1
fr'.*

cies. Those who expect the job 
“<• will be accomplished overnight 

will be disappointed.
But we are committed to 

fully expose this unfortunate 
piece of our nation’s history.

In our zeal to right, or at 
least recognize, a wrong, we 
should not lose sight of the 
benefits of medical and scien­
tific research:

Medical trials led to the de­
velopment of the polio vaccine. 
Radiation research brought us 
treatments for cancer and X- 
rays to pinpoint medical prob­
lems.

Every medical school in the 
country now has a department 
of nuclear medicine which can 

 trace its existence to the 1940s
and 1950s when radiological 

correctly or incorrectly, on hu-

The release of the nuclear 
. . , — genie at the dawn of the atomic

you donl know. age a half-century ago has
- c,U.L'2Ir^LS.enOU8h ev^ence forced upon us the responsibil-

j t-------------— We, our children and their
some cases and that there may children will have to coexist

man cancer research, we for today’s research, 
would have lost him years ear­
lier when he was first diag­
nosed.

He volun- ———----------
tarily sub-
milted to ex-
perimental ■
medical tri- *» r
als when he
knew he had
terminal
cancer for
two reasons: By Hazel 
I’--------- ’ —
to hold onto
life as hard
as he could,

and stronger ethical guidelines

If 1 am right, our efforts to
’’come clean” with the Ameri­
can people will have had a pos­
itive effect

If, however, a distrusting
American public points to past
government abuses as a reason
to oppose medical research,
the search for an AIDS vac­
cine, a cure for cancer or treat­
ments for hundreds of other
diseases could be set back ter­
ribly.

Since the announcement
Dec. 7 that the Department of 
Energy would investigate gov-

and he wanted to leave some- human subjects, the depart'
victi8n?hlnd Other C3nCer rn®n,,has reived over 10,000 search and to determine

His willingness lo participate SySsKrtXSS Godards

m a scientific experiment gave cal research ~
us four fulfilling years together
and allowed him to work pro­
ductively.

By web Bryant, usa today testing was being performed, 

fects of radiation, and the man subjects'

testing and, if so, did they give all, is to find out about’ what 

► Were the elderly, retard-

► Were individuals ade-
were violated. ----------- ^ut 0,6 whole P°int °f research, after

And the government is re- proper written consent?
viewing models on how victim [ -
compensation and assistance ed.infants,pristminmat^'h^

singled out for such testing? 
► Did the radioactive

over the past 50 
years.

About half of this number 
said they were military veter-

5XeS'sDepa,"nM“ °'
tion testing in the early dec­
ades of the Cold War.

Nevertheless, I believe re-  
cent disclosures about this human radiation test data



JOE URSCHEL 
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Real Vietnam division is here, not in Hanoi 
The people who didn't fight 
have the hardest time 
putting it behind them. 

President Clinton has lifted the trade 
embargo on Viemam. making the world a 
more accommodating place for compa­
nies like Citibank, General Electric, Cater­
pillar, Philip Morris and Motorola. 

The move, which Clinton undertook 
with trepidation. has turned out to be 
much less controversial than he might 
have feared. He has taken some heat on 
the POW /MIA issue, but the move has 
gone smoothly largely because high-pro­
file Vietnam vets have supported it 

But despite the commentary we current­
ly hear, Clinton's action does not "close the 
bOOk" on Vietnam any more than George 
Bush's victory in the gulf war put the "Viet• 
nam syndrome" behind us. 

As always, the bedevilment of Viemam 
is internal and domestic. It is the division 
that still exists between those who served 
in the war and those who didn'l This is not 
a division that can be closed by actions taJc­
en abroad. It is much more personal 

Oddly, the  people 
who didn't fight in the 
war continue to have a 
hard time putting it be­
hind them. They have 
liale or no desire to 
cross that divide. 

Although you find it 
in unive�lties, on the 
job and in social gather­
ings, perhaps the best il­
lustration of this attitude 
can be found in Clinton's 
own appointments. 

While be bas been 

Joe Urschel's 
column ap­
pears on 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

careful to appoint a demographically cor­
rect number of women and minorities, his 
aaention to Vietnam vets has been dispro­
portionately low, according to a study by 
John Wheeler, a lawyer who was chair­
man of the organization that built the Viet­
nam Veterans Memorial in Wasbingt.On. 

Toe report. released three months ago, 
showed that while vets ought to statistical­
ly represe.nt 35%-40% of Clinton's appoint• 
ments, they actually account tor less than 
8%. Fewer than 1% if you exclude the De­
fense and Veterans Affairs departtnents, 
where vets most likely would, in Wheeler's 
words, "be gheno-ized." 

"Of the llrst 213 men appointed to Cabi­
net agencies outside the Pentagon and VA, 
only two were vets. In the seven top 8J> 
pointments to the Pentagon there is one 
vet No (military) service secretary has 
seen combat,• says Wheeler. 

The report sent staffers at the White 
House scrambling to come up with their 
own data to refute Wheeler's, but so far 
there has been no rebuaal. 

'1'his is something they shOUld be able 
to do in about two hou�" says military se> 
ciologisl Charles Moskos of Northwestern 
University. He thinks Wheeler "is onto 
something." 

Wheeler suggescs a deliberate etrort to 
exclude vets, but Moskos thin.Jes the Clintoo 
oversight could be a natural result of his 
opposition to the war. 

"The war protesters have more of an 
ideological stake in maintaining their posi• 
tion," he says. 

This reverses what usually happens in 
the years following a major war. 

Vietnam is unique in that now, decades 
later, those who fought in the war can ac­
cept those who didn't But those who didn't 
fight cannot accept those who did. 
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Today's debate: FIGHTING THE DEFICIT 
✓ 

Taxpayers, beware: Deficit 

problem hiding, not gone 

OUR VIEW 
Why do deficits 
grow? Because po­

lltlcal leaders never finish cutting 
them down to size. 

prove to be only a pit stop before the def­
icit zooms off track again. Here's why: 

► Ointon's deficit projections - and
Congress' - are partly iUusion. They 
don't include money owed Social Secu-

The Ointon administration is lauding rity and other ttust funds. Without those 
its $ 1.5 trillion I 995 budget for bringing surpluses, the deficit would be $50 bil­
the budget deficit down to only $176 bil- lion to $100 billion a year higher. That's 
lion and holding it there. buck passing, not budget balancing. T� 

Only? In 1969,just 25 years ago, total day's kids will have to cough up the 
federal spending �as S 183 billion. That• money when it comes time to dole out 
was the last year the federal budget the baby boom's Social'Security checks. 
showed a surplus,-$3.2 billion. The na-· ► Ointon's projections are estimates.
tion has wallowed in red ink ever since. They don't include health-<are refonn. 

Why? Because politicians act only Ointon says his reform will lower costs; 
when bard times push deficits to new other experts aren't so sure. If it doesn't, 
heights, then fail to bring them all the $300 billion deficits are likely. 
Y9:Y to Eanh when times are good ► Finally, Ointon's projections are

Consider 1986: The deficit hit a worri- based on hope that the economy doesn't 
some $221 billion. President Reagan tum sour as it did for Bush. 
and Congress agreed to cuts that brought The nation has piled up $4 trilljon in 
it down to S 150 billion the next year. debt - $15,000 for each person - over 
But there it stayed, throughout the boom the past 25 years as a result of politi­
of the late 1980s. When the economy be- cians' illusions, estimates and hopes. 
gan to tum sour in 1990, up it popped to Ointon can do all of us a favor if he 
$221 billion - and kept going higher. pushes Congress for a bigger down pay-

So, bow significant is the record $120 ment while times are good. They never 
billion dcftcit cut Ointon is so proud of? stay that way forever. 

It helps. There's no doubt of that But 
unless tougher action is taken, it may ► Comparing the deficit, 1 B 

_,,,, 

Deficit isn't only priority 
OPPOSING VIEW 

I 

Keep debt In 
check, but 

pay attention to needs tn health, 
education and )ob-creation. 
By Harry G. Shaffer 

Our fear of deficits and of our growing 
national debt is grossly exaggerated, and 
making deficit reduction a top economic 
priority is the wrong medicine for our 
economic ills. 

True, our national debt of around 
$4.5 trillion is enormous, but bow dan­
gerous ai debt is surely depends on the 
debtor's income. Currently, our national 
debt amounts to roughly 70% of the val­
ue of our nation's total annual output 
Few people realize that at the end of 
World War Il in 1946, it amounted to 
127% of that year's output! 

Moreover, does the burden of a debt 
not depend also upon whom you owe 
the money to? If you owe money to your 
bank and can't meet payments, you're in 
trouble. But it isn't quite the same, as far 
as family income is concerned, if you 
owe that money to your husband or 
wife, is it? After all, if you make a pay-

ment to your spouse, your family's pur­
chasing p ower remains unchanged, 
doesn't it? 

Well, most of our nation's debt is 
owed by Americans to Americans: it is 
owed collectively by the people of the 
United States to the holders of govern­
ment securities, such as government 
bonds or Treasury certificates. And 80% 
of these arc held by private individuals, 
by banks, by insurance companies, even 
by state treasuries and federal govern­
ment agencies in our country. Hence, as 
taxpayers we pay, and as holders of gov­
ernment securities we receive - and so 
will our children. 

Granted, we do not want to see our 
deficits rise and our national debt grow 
faster than our total output, as indeed it 
did during the 12 Reagan-Bush years. 
But, on the other hand, we ecru.inly 
must not neglect our country's enor­
mous problems in such areas as unem­
ployment, health care or education 
merely to reduce our annual deficits. 

Harry G. Shaffer is professor emeritus of ea,
nomics aJ the University of Kansas. l.Awrence. 
Kan. 
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iWIlVlN, AUldllLiL 
on details. Anticipate some controversial

diiLiLipaue cnac meoia interest win oe intensified by the Administration's 
emphasis on science and math education and technology and by our recently

.launch of Contract Reform Report: Your press conference on February 3

February 8, 1994

WEEKLY PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY 

0 MEDIA ACTIVITIES

a story with Lawrence Livennore Labs about opportunities for CRADAs and 
business partnerships in the President's *95 budget. Story expected in 
upcoming issue.

0 MEDIA COVERAGE/INTEREST

— CNN Documentary on Changed DOE Culture: CNN interviews Tom Grumbley 
on February 9 and Tara O'Toole on February 10 for the special documentary on 
your "openness initiative" that will air in March. Public Affairs is working 
with producer on the story components, including filming at Germantown for 
background. CNN will interview you and camera crew will film you at work on 
Monday, February 14, as part of the documentary.

Badiation Records Retrieval Interview: Earl Lane, New York Newsdav. 
will interview Glenn Podonsky of EH by telephone on February 11. Podonsky is 
heading records retrieval taskforce for the Department and is a member of 
inter-agency team. Expect story to be straightforward status update.

Shipment of PU-238 from Russia to Norfolk: This shipment is expected 
to get strong local and regional media coverage when it arrives sometime this 

, week. Public Affairs working actively with Naval Base, Norfolk; Atlantic 
Fleet; and DOE Field Public Affairs < '
coverage.

— Spent Fuel Forum. Washington. D.C., February 10: Tom Grumbley meets 
with representatives of state governments, other agencies, and foreign 
representatives to discuss the issue of spent fuel from foreign research 
reactors. The public has been invited and media is expected to attend. 
Expect straight reporting. This is precursor to February 25 “Summit,“which 
will be attended by Governors and Congressional members.

” {pickoff of 1994 National Science Bowl: Regional competitions will be 
held at DOE labs and facilities on February 12 and 26. Winners of the 
regional competitions will compete in Washington, D.C., April 22-25 We 
anticipate that media interest will be intensified by the Administration's 
emphasis on science and math education and technology and by our recently 
distributed press releases.

-- Fortune Magazine Story on CRADAs: Fortune's Nancy Perry is working on
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Media Queries on Radiation Exposure:

DOE,

on a

Gaul di
z

Secretary O'Leary will speak
at the Press Club on Tuesday,

00

— Public Affairs Directors Meeting, February 16 & 17: I will meet with 
department public affairs directors on Wednesday the 16th and hold the first 
joint meeting of Department and contractor public affairs directors on 
Thursday the 17th, here in the Forrestal. We will discuss *94 communications 
themes and messages. I hope you can address the joint meeting on the 17th.

0 WHITE HOUSE INTEREST

0 OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

** Stakeholder Input; Reduction of DOE Regulations: The Office of 
Consumer Affairs is working with Romy Diaz in coordinating stakeholder 
participation in DOE's effort to review, improve or eliminate regulations and 
orders.

to large numbers of requests for background material and information and for 
interviews.

CRADA Signing on Heat Pump Technology: Deputy Secretary Bill White 
will sign an agreement with Batelle and Carrier Corporation of New York
Natural Gas Residential Heat Pump at the Forrestal Building on Tuesday 
February 15. a

— Openness Initiative Workshop at National Academy of Sciences: DOE, 
Intelligence and Security, is sponsoring a public workshop on February 16 ’at 
which panels will discuss specific issues. Public Affairs has not been asked 
to assist in planning either the public meeting or working with potentially 
high level of media interest.

0 INTERNAL COMMUNICATION

— Secretary Speaks to Cambridge Energy Research Associates: Secretary 
O'Leary will give the keynote luncheon speech to 500 Executive Conference 
participants in Houston on Wednesday, February 9. Theme of the conference is 
Global Energy Strategies." Focus is the strategies and opportunities 

available to the energy industries for the '90s and into the 21st century. 
Following the event she will do a press availability with Daniel Yergin.

— Larry King Radio Show: Secretary O'Leary will do a live interview with 
Larry King on Friday evening, February 11. Issue is "radiation exposure."

— -L-O- Lawrence Memorial Awards Presentation: Vice President Gore and 
Secretary O'Leary will present $10,000 E.O. Lawrence Awards on Monday 
afternoon, February 14 to seven scientists being recognized for their 
scientific achievements in such areas as life sciences and chemistry. 
National and regional media expected.

— National Press Club Luncheon Speaker:
"Can we build trust after the Cold War?" 
February 15.

. —----------—------------------------------ —------- and foreign media interest 
about the issue of "human testing" and your "Openness Policy" continues to be 
strong. The Public Affairs "War Room" and the press officers are responding
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Atomic vets: Don’t leave us outf L

Groups want /

. to be part of V

radiation probe
I

z
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V
i fects of radiation. They just 
’ said, ‘Do as you’re told and no t
i
■ harm will come to you.’ ” By Rob Brown. AP

Now, thousands of veterans IN MONARCH BEACH, CAUF.: Patricia Broody with a photo of her husband, Charles, a Manne who
* like Bies who took part in U5. served at a test site and died of cancer. She says the government wants the issue to go away.'
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► O’Leary column, 11A
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Ultimately, atomic vets hope 
the probe will help their claims

By Paul Hoversten
USA TODAY

The Defense Nuclear Agen­
cy has identified 205,472 peo-

;• exacted a terrible price.
“I have one foot in the pine 

box and the other halfway up,” 
Bies says of the 1946 tests in the 

; Marshall Elands. “We were 
i never warned of the after-ef-

ple who took part in U5. atmo­
spheric nuclear testing in the 
Southwest or in the Marshall Is­
lands from 1945-62. And the 
agency counts another 195,753 
who served in the postwar oc­
cupation of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Japan.

But less than 1% — about 
1,600 — received radiation 
doses in excess of today’s fed-

i
!

/

By Steve Senne. AP 
ROSEN: ’It’s been an uphill struggle,’
says veterans’ group leader.

Bob Bies will never forget 
"the tremendous flash and 
huge shock wave" from nucle­
ar bomb tests he witnessed at 
age 17 from a Navy ship deck. 

One underwater blast was so 
powerful that it sucked up tons 
of sea water, coral and mud 
that rained for minutes on 
ships 10 miles away.

The experience, Bies says,

civilian testing. Brown has, 
however, ordered all 172 VA 
hospitals to search for records 
of all radiabon experiments.

“We owe these individuals a 
bright light of truth," he says.

Eventually, atomic veterans 
may get some help from Con­
gress. Twenty-six members of 
Congress have written Presi­
dent Clinton asking that veter­
ans from World War II and the 
Persian Gulf war be included 
in the radiation probe.

And Rep. Lane Evans, D-I1L, 
plans to introduce a bill to re­
vise federal guidelines for 
compensation so that more 
atomic veterans can qualify.

But atomic veterans groups, 
mindful of past disappoint­
ments, are uncertain if the lat­
est interest in radioactive tests 
will benefit their cause.

“Everytime we think we’re 
on a roll, it gets wiped out," 
Broudy says. "In this adminis­
tration, everything has fallen 
on deaf ears. The (Defense De­
partment) is sitting back and 
waiting for it to blow over and 
the American people do not 
want to hear bad things about 
their government.’’

eral standard for occupational 
exposure, the Pentagon says.

Of 15,369 claims filed with 
the VA by atomic veterans as 
of Jan. 12, 1,401 have been 
granted compensation. Other 
cases are pending but the VA 
cannot say how many. Maxi­
mum compensation: $75,000.

Veterans are eligible for 
compensation if records place 
them in an area where bombs 
were detonated and they suffer 
certain illnesses that have been 
traced to radiation exposure.

But many veterans say their
efforts have been stymied by 
government secrecy.

When veterans can't verify 
status or where they served or 
if they suffer an ailment not on 
the compensation list, they 
bear the burden of proof and 
can face a long legal fight

“I think the government is 
hoping if they stall long 
enough, the issue will go 
away,” says Patricia Broudy of 
Monarch Beach, Calif., the wid­
ow of a Marine who served at 
the Nevada Test Site and died 
of cancer in 1976.

Brown says atomic veterans 
already have a way to seek 
compensation, and therefore 
opposes linking military with

y * ’ 

a r

The Department of Vet­
erans Affairs will honor 
medical claims from World 
War II era veterans if they 
served in the Pacific near 
an atomic blast site or in the 
Southwest near a weapons 
test site and suffered from 
one of the following dis­
eases:
► Leukemia, most forms.
► Cancer of thyroid, 

breast, pharynx, esophagus, 
stomach, small intestine, 
pancreas, liver, bile ducts, 
salivary gland, urinary tract
► Multiple myeloma.
► Lymphomas (except 

Hodgkin’s disease)
Veterans seeking infor- 

mabon may call the Depart­
ment of Veterans Affairs at 
1-800-827-0365. Veterans 
wishing to file a claim for ra­
diation compensation 
should call 1-800-827-1000.

I

! 
i 
t 
i

nuclear bomb tests or served
; near targeted areas in Japan
i are pressing for recognibon as

victims of government-spon­
sored radiabon experiments.

Today, Veterans Affairs Sec­
retary Jesse Brown will testify
before a House comminee in-
vesbgabng those claims.

“We were exposed at the
same bme as all these other
Cold War experiments on hu­
mans. We're vicbms like any­
one else,” says Oscar Rosen,
71, a history professor in Sa­
lem, Mass., and head of the Na-
fional Associabon of Atomic
Veterans.

He blames the tests for his
cataracts and sterility.

Bies, 65, a rebred hydraulic
engineer in Waucedah Town­
ship, Mich., counts nuclear
sclerosis cataracts, skin cancer
and a degenerative spine
among health problems he
blames on his long-ago expo­
sure to radiabon. r___  _____ __________

Atomic veterans groups are for compensation' for a variety

66
We were never 
warned of the 
aftereffects of 
radiation.

55
-Bob Bies, 

Navy veteran

i

worried that recent revelabons of radiabon-related illnesses.' 
about civilian radiabon tesbng “A lot of us have died and 
during the Cold War may over- many of us are ill,” Rosen says, 
shadow their cause. Energy “It’s been an uphill struggle."

> No one knows how many

Sr

U.S. accepting 
veterans’ claims

■ X 7 Y

«*•

Uf

, Secretary Hazel O’Leary has 1 _____________  ___ ,
ordered an invesrigabon, and atomic veterans still are alive, 
atomic veterans groups want to
be included.
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By Maria Puente 
USA TODAY

All immigrants

Men

Woman

j

* By Vic Pollard
USA TODAY

I

k

thus should be grounds for po­
litical asylum.

—They acknowledge discom-

. 38,907 t

Average age_________

From China : 36.8

All immigranta | 28.5

Crime soaring
in California
Violent crimes per 100,000 
people in California, 
compared with the USA: 

1200
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Sourca: FBI Untom Cnmt fitpons

By Maroa Staimar. USA TODAY

By Nick Galifianakis. USA TODAY 

policy on Chinese asylum-seek­
ers. The Justice Department 
says persecubon under coer­
cive family-planning policy is 
not grounds for asylum, but a 
federal judge recently ruled 
that it can be. Justice lawyers 
have not yet decided whether 
to appeal.

Helms’ original measure 
was broader, but it was wa­
tered down after bipartisan ne­
gotiations. Final approval is ex­
pected later this month.

our' measure backed by the
governor — is speeding
through the state Legislature.

“I think it’s a lot of political 
posturing," says James McWil­
liams, chief public defender in
Alameda County and president
of the California Public De­
fenders Association.

Marc Klaas, father of kid-
nap-murder victim Polly
Maas, said, “It's looking more
and more like it’s a very
skewed kind of a conference,
that the only issues that are be­
ing put forth are the issues on
the governor’s crime agenda.”

But Wilson and his support­
ers say violent crime in Califor­
nia has risen 19% in the past

63.7% increase in violent"crime 
committed by juveniles in the

Mon" intendent of the Santa Ana Uni- 
School District in Orange 

County: “We as a society have 
to inject some hope and opti-

fort about being on the same 
side as Helms, who is extreme­
ly conservative, “but he’s right 
in this,” says Elisa Massimino 
of the Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights, which defends 
Chinese asyium^eekers.

“This will not lead to vast 
numbers of Chinese jumping 
on boats because the fact is 
(persecution) is not easy to 
prove,” Massimino said.

But the measure would fur­
ther cloud already murky US.

fered by Sen. Jesse Helms. R- 
N.C. The fierce aborbon oppo­
nent says China is "killing inno­
cent babies" through coercive 
populabon control.

“I am not one to believe in 
opening the floodgates to any- 

r ---------------------- one who wants to come live in
legal immigrants fleeing Chi- the U5. for any reason, but 

there are some things Ameri­
cans just will not (accept),” 
Helms said as the Senate ap-

Opponents say abuses in Chi- 
. r - A program are 

isolated incidents, not govern-

« toPr* Of Monday m Los Angles'

“d lienee. ‘’As southern California
The session, scheduled two shakes off the fear of earth- 

weeks ago but postponed be- quakes and aftershocks, it finds 
cause of the devastabng North- itself face to face ... with the 
ndge earthquake, concludes fear of violent crime,” the Re­
today with discussions on is- publican governor told 300 vic- 
sues such as street cnme. the bms. experts and legislators.
effect of crime on business and Cribcs said the summit is de- 
the role of punishment signed to boost Wilson's reelec-

400

I
o n 

•83
1 - As of Sept 30 of each year

Immigration now 
an abortion issue

California convenes summit on crime

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. - 1
When a teen-ager was fatally 
shot on campus last year, stu­
dents at suburban Reseda High 
School in Los Angeles began 
touring elementary schools 
with an anb-weapons message.

Worried about growing 
school violence, parents at one 
Sacramento high school volun­
teered to patrol the campus, 
nearly eliminabng fights and 
assaults that had plagued the 
school for years.

These were among the suc­
cess stories praised Monday j 
during the first day of a high-

Rise in Chinese immigration to USA
Who the Chinese immigrants are
More are women, older

 From China

Abortion polibcs is creeping
into immigrauon policvmak-

- ing, with Congress set to ap­
prove a measure that would
grant haven to thousands of il-
1 _ ’ ’ „ ________ o
na’s one-chiTd-only policy^

In effect, the measure would
establish another "special sta-   ^lu,„ ay.
tus category in U.S. immigra- proved the measure last week.

Khich has been
cnbcized for having too many na’s populabon program are c------------------------------------------ --------
confusing special categones. isolated incidents not govern- Soun:e ana Natuntoaon serv.ce
UD^mVoonrhin^11^15^10 ment They predict e,e *mrTugrarion. “It offers a side-
“P “‘I?00 Chines^ lm- measure will encourage more car benefit to 2,000 but argu-

°r ^e2?ext immigrabon. ably hundreds of millions^

Last year, hundreds of Chi- Chinese might be eligible."
nese sought asylum after being The lobbyists most pleased 
arrested on smugglers’ boats about Helms’ measure are lib- 
attempbng to enter illegally. eral pro-immigrant groups and

I nrntfv-twi fmm . “This is an ideological attack abortion-rights advocates.
' 3? by Pro-life Republicans on Chi- They say forced aborbon is as

SlJb^al^lum here fami'y Program ™ch a human rights violabon

s111311-'*™1*' goat" says as forced pregnancy - and
The measure, in an amend- Dan Stein of the Federabon for -------- ■ ■ - -

i Depmtment American Immigration Re-
| reauthonzanon bill, was of- form, which favors reducing

i --------------------------

... *xl aettte in Cakfomia. 
| Top 5 states of intended 
i residency for 1993

Chinese immigrants:

three years who can demon­
strate they were or will be sub­
jected to forcible aborbon or 
sterilizabon in China.

These immigrants would be

China, and could be granted

bon campaign, capitalizing on same bme period.
polls showing crime is at the /„ L.. -------- lwlr
top of voters concerns. They day, Reseda High School junior
noted that the state’s overall Iman Dakhil said: “School vio- 
cnme rate actually decreased lence is all around us. No one
uKeiTnt^n^on™  ̂ mism in our’ y^ng“^

together to fight it” our kids today, the ability" to 
d Rudy Castruita, suoer- hone and dream ”
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