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DATABASE AVAILABLE ON CURRENT RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS
The Dgpartment of Energy (DOE) has established an electronic database

NE
Je

HE

that allows easy access to information on current research 1nvolving human
subjects funded by DOE at its national laboratories or at academic research
fnstitutions. The database also includes research involving human subjects
funded by other agencies and conducted at DOE laboratories.

An example of the benefits to the public of DOE’S research over the
years has been the development of the entire field of nuclear medicine, which
provides valuable diagnostic and therapeutic capabilities to treat diseases
such as cancer. DOE 1s one of 17 federal agencies supporting research

involving humans. Both deparimental and federal-wide regulatory systems for
the protection of human subjects are in place. The systems ensure that
research meets or exceeds the highest standards of ethical conduct, including
informed consent of the participants.

Public release of the database fulfills a commitment by Secretary of
Energy Haze! R. O’Leary made to Senator John Glenn and other members of
Congress at hearings in January. Although information on the research has
been available from the laboratories and results of the research published in
the scientific 14terature, the information has now been assembled in a
standard format and provided via Internei, a widely available computer
network. Information on each project includes: a title, a brief abstract,

funding level, the name of research institution and the name of the funding

agency.
R-94-057 -DOE -
(Attached i3 a fact sheet describing current human subjects research,
the database and how to access the dntansﬁgge_g . yg-L v ¢ 020L 4974098131 X0JaX:AG IN3S



SENT BY:Xerox Telecopbgn

gA
NoRAL UM CUKKEN! KESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS

Research involving human subjects includes activities ranging from
written questionnaires to actual experiments. Projects involving
questionnaires, andlysis of blood or urina samples, diagnostié medical exams
or gathering epidemiological data are considered to be research involving
hu??n sugJocts. primarily because personally identifiable data may be
collected.

DOE funds research involving humans for a number of reasons. One of its
legislative mandates is to develop new diagnostic and therapeutic applications
in the area of nuclear medicine. An example is Brookhaven National
Laboratory’s development of new radiopharmaceuticals for detecting tumors.
Another example is a study at the Memorial Sloan-Kettaering Cancer Center to
develop monoclonal antibodies labelled with a radioactive isotope, so-called
"magic bullets,” for detecting and treating cancer.

Other agencies also fund human subjects research at DOE laboratories
because of the laboratories’ world-class faci1ities and expertise. Examples
are a National Institutes of Health-funded study at the Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory of the effects of exercise and diet on cholasterol levels and a
Dogartment of Justice/National Institute of Justice-funded study at the Sandia
Nat{ional Laboratories of a less-than-lethal "sticky foam" restraint system.

In addition, as part of its responsibility as an employer to ensure the
health of {ts workforce, DOE has an agreement with the Department of Health
and Human Services’ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to study
workers at NOE facilities in the normal course of their jobs. By reviewing
occupational histories and death certificates, researchers are able to track
the health status and mortality of current or former contractor workers at
DOE’s weapons complex. énata on this epidemiology research have baeen
available)on a separate database, the Comprehensive Epidemiology Data

esource.

Some statistics about tha 175 studies included in the human subjects
database:

] One hundred six projects receive DOE support, 70 at DOE labs and 36 at
other institutions. An additional 69 projects at DOE laboratories are
funded by other agencies, such as the National Institutes of Health.

(. DOE funds approx1mate1& $46 million in Erojocts: other agencies fund an
estimated $10 million in projects at DOE labs.

0 The studies involve a total of about 725,000 individuals in the U.S. OFf
these, 360,000 are tracked in two epidemiologic studies of current and
former DOE contractor workers and another 321,000 are in a questionnaire
study of runners and their health. One of the studies 1s a joint U.S.-
Japanase long-term follaw up study of approx1mat01{ 138,000 survivors of
the atomic bombs detonated at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

] A total of 41 projects with 5,056 individuals involve some ex#osure to
radiation, however slight, as part of the research project. Thirty one
of thesa projects, with 3,208 individuals, involve exposure to radiation
only in tracer amounts similar to those used in nuclear medical tests
givon in hospitals. Another seven projects with 1,288 indviduals are

ollow-up health studies that inélude the use of routine diagnostic x-
rays. The three remaining projects with 560 individuals involve the use
of radtfation in the development of new treatments For cancer.

(MORE)
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In a1 of the projects involving radiation, the radiation is used as a
tracer to facilitate imaging or other studies or for diagnostic or therapeutic

reasons. DOE does not support any projects 1n which the effect of radiation
upon humans per s¢ is the object of the study.

Additional information on individual studies is available from the
participating laboratory or academic research institution. Printouts of the
database (more than 300 pagaes) will be available in the department’s operation
offices’ public veading rooms by April 7,

HOW TO ACCESS THE DATABASE

The DOE Human Subjects Database is now available to the public from the Johns
Hopkins University Welch Laboratory of Applied Biolnformatics via the two most
popular methods used.to retrieve information across the Internet: Gopher and
the World Wide Web (WWW), Access by WWW provides a more sophisticated and
powerful interface to the database and thus may be preferable to gopher
access,

For anyone who already has accass to gopher cliant software, the database may
be reached at the Johns Hopkins University Computational Biology gopher server
by pointing a gopher client at gopher.gdb.org and selaecting:

--> NIH, NSF, DOE, and Other Funding Agencies/
--> DOE - Department of Energy/
--> The DOE Human Subjects Database/

For anyone who already has access to WWW client software the database may be
reached at the Johns Hopkins University Biolnformatics WWW server. The URL
for that server {s: http://www.gdb.org/hopkins.htm

Gopher client software is available for X-Windows, Unix workstations, Vax/VMS,
Macintoshes, and intel-based PCs running Windows. The software, and
information about installing and using the software may be obtained by
anonymous ftp (file transfer protocol) from boombox.micro.umn.edu in the
pub/gopher directory.

NCSA Mosaic fs an excellent WWW client and is avatlable for X-Windows, Macs,
and intel-based PCs running Windows. You can obtain any or all of these by
anonymous ftp from ftp.ncsa.uiuc.edu in the /Web directory
(ftp://ftp.ncsa.uiuc.edu/Wed) .

Lynx is a good WWW client for Unix and Vax/VMS systems for those who don’t
have access to network-connected systems with graphical user interfaces. Lynx
is available by anonymous ftp from ftgz.cc.ukans.edu.in the /pub/1ynx
directory (ftp://ftp2.cc.ukans.edu/pub/lynx).

Johns Hopkins University offers a dial-up connection to gopher and WWW client
systems. This can be reached by using a modem to dial: ?410) 814-2668. Modem
eottings are as follows: 8 bits, no parity, 1 stop. For a gopher client,
login as gopher. For a WWW client (Lynx) login as www.

i
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'JDE URSCHEL |

Real Vietnam division 1s here, not in Hanoi

The people who didn’t fight
have the hardest time
putting it behind them.

President Clinton has lifted the trade
embargo on Vietham. making the world a
more accommodating place for compa-
nies like Citibank, General Electric, Cater-
pillar, Philip Morris and Motorola.

The move, which Clinton undertook |

with trepidation, has turmed out to be
much less controversial than he might
have feared. He has taken some heat on
the POW/MIA issue, but the move has
gone smoothly largely because high-pro-
file Viemam vets have supported it.

But despite the commentary we current-
ly hear, Clinton's action does not “close the
book” on Viemam any more than George
Bush’s victory in the gulf war put the “Viet-
nam syndrome” behind us.

As always, the bedevilment of Vietham
is internal and domestic. It is the division
that still exists between those who served
in the war and those who didn't This is not
adivision that can be closed by actions tak-
en abroad. It is much more personal.

Oddly, the people
who didn't fight in the
war continue to have a
hard time putting it be-
hind them. They have
litle or no desire to
cross that divide.

Although you find it
in universities, on the
job and in social gather-
ings, perhaps the best il-
lustration of this atttude
can be found in Clinton's  Tuesdays and
own appointments. Thursdays.

While he has been ———
careful to appoint a demographically cor-
rect number of women and minorities, his
attention to Viemam vets has been dispro-
portionately low, according to a study by
John Wheeler, a lawyer who was chair-
man of the organization that built the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial in Washington.

The report, released three months ago,
showed that while vets ought to statistical-
ly represent 35%-40% of Clinton's appoint-
ments, they actually account for less than
8%. Fewer than 1% if you exclude the De-
fense and Veterans Affairs departments,
where vets most likely would, in Wheeler’s
words, “be ghetto-ized.”

“Of the first 213 men appointed to Cabi-
net agencies outside the Pentagon and VA,
only two were vets. In the seven top ap-
pointments to the Pentagon there is one
vet. No (military) service secretary has
seen combat,” says Wheeler.

The report sent staffers at the White
House scrambling to come up with their
own data to refute Wheeler's, but so far
there has been no rebuttal.

“This is something they should be able
to do in about two hours,” says military so-
ciologist Charles Moskos of Northwestern

" University. He thinks Wheeler “is onto
something.”

Wheeler suggests a deliberate effort to
exclude vets, but Moskos thinks the Clintoo
oversight could be a natural result of his
opposition to the war.

“The war protesters have more of an
ideological stake in maintaining their posi-
ton,” he says.

This reverses what usually happens in
the years following a major war.

Viemam is unique in that now, decades
later, those who fought in the war can ac-
cept those who didn't. But those who didn't
fight cannot accept those who did.

Joe Urschel's
column ap-
pears on
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Today's debate: FIGHTING THE DEFICIT

Taxpayers, beware: Deficit
problem hiding, not gone

m Why do deficits
grow? Because po-

litical leaders never finish cutting
them down to sizs.

The Clinton administration is lauding
its $1.5 tnllion 1995 budget for bringing
the budget deficit down to only $176 bil-
lion and holding it there.

Only? In 1969, just 25 years ago, total
Jederal spending was $183 billion. That-
was the last year the federal budget
showed a surplus,-$3.2 billion. The na--
tion has wallowed in red ink ever since.

Why? Because politicians act only
when hard times push deficits to new
heights, then fail to bring them all the
way to Earth when times are good.

" Consider 1986: The deficit hit a worri-
some $221 billion. President Reagan
and Congress agreed to cuts that brought
it down to $150 billion the next year.
But there it stayed, throughout the boom
of the late 1980s. When the economy be-
gan to turn sour in 1990, up it popped to
$221 billion — and kept going higher.

So, how significant is the record $120
billion deficit cut Clinton is so proud of?

It helps. There's no doubt of that. But
unless tougher action is taken, it may

Deficit isn’t only priority

Keop debt in

OPPOSING VIEW check, but

pay attention to needs in health,
education and job-creation.
By Harry G. Shaffer

Ouir fear of deficits and of our growing
national debt is grossly exaggerated, and
making deficit reduction a top economic
priority is the wrong medicine for our
economic ills.

True, our national debt of around
$4.5 tnllion is enormous, but how dan-
gerous a debt is surely depends on the
debtor’s income. Currently, our national
debt amounts to roughly 70% of the val-
ue of our nation’s total annual output
Few people realize that at the end of
World War II in 1946, it amounted to
127% of that year’s output!

Moreover, does the burden of a debt
not depend also upon whom you owe
the money to? If you owe money to your
bank and can’t meet payments, you're in
trouble. But it isn’t quite the same, as far
as family income is concerned, if you
owe that money to your husband or
wife, is it? After all, if you make a pay-

A

prove to be only a pit stop before the def-
icit zooms off track again. Here's why:

» Clinton’s deficit projections — and
Congress’ — are partly illusion. They
don’t include money owed Socal Secu-
nty and other trust funds. Without those
surpluses, the deficit would be $50 bil-
lion to $100 billion a year higher. That's
buck passing, not budget balancing. To-
day’s kads will have to cough up the
money when it comes time to dole out
the baby boom’s Social Security checks.

» Clinton’s projections are estimates.
They don’t include health-care reform.
Clinton says his reform will lower costs;
other experts aren’t so sure. If it doesn't,
$300 billion deficits are likely.

» Finally, Clinton’s projections are
based on hope that the economy doesn’t
turn sour as it did for Bush.

The nation has piled up $4 tnllion in
debt — $15,000 for each person — over
the past 25 years as a result of politi-
cians’ illusions, estimates and hopes.

Clinton can do all of us a favor if he
pushes Congress for a bigger down pay-
ment while times are good. They never
stay that way forever,

» Comparing the deficit, 1B

ment to your spouse, your family’s pur-
chasing power remains unchanged,
doesn’t it?

Well, most of our nation’s debt is
owed by Americans to Americans:. it is
owed collectively by the people of the
United States to the holders of govern-
ment secunities, such as government
bonds or Treasury certificates. And 80%
of these are held by private individuals,
by banks, by insurance companies, even
by state treasuries and federal govern-
ment agencies in our country. Hence, as
taxpayers we pay, and as holders of gov-
ernment securities we receive — and so
will our children.

Granted, we do not want to see our
deficits nise and our national debt grow
faster than our total output, as indeed it
did dunng the 12 Reagan-Bush years.
But, on the other hand, we certainly
must not neglect our country’s enor-
mous problems in such areas as unem-
ployment, health care or education |
merely to reduce our annual deficits.

Harry G. Shaffer is professor emeritus of eco-
nomics a: the University of Kansas, Lawrence,

Kan.
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