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HEADLINE: US atomic tests killed chemists’ white blood cells

it

EPA also said no staff had ever been assigned to inspect a highly classifj 
Air Force site at Groom Lake, Nevada.

Advisory panel staff said it was not clear whether the information was eve 
released to Los Alamos workers, whether any steps were taken to protect them, 
whether the depressed white blood cell counts had any impact on their health.

The declassified documents are among many being reviewed by a panel appoin 
by President Clinton to assess the government's role in human radiation 
experiments and whether it should compensate some of the test subjects.

The EPA informed the panel that none of its staff has the clearance to 
inspect the so-called "black" defense programs.

"In the hands of labor unions the results of this study would add substanc 
to demands for extra-hazardous pay," the memo said.

The documents show that health officials believed there would have been an 
outcry had workers known about the impact of the gamma radiation tests and 
feared divulging the reports.

"The results of the studies indicate that the tolerance levels for chronic 
exposure to gamma radiation which have been accepted both within the (Atomic 
Energy Commission) and elsewhere may be too high," chief insurance officer Cl 
Wilson wrote in a December 1948 memo on workers at the northern New Mexico la

The agency said it monitors other federal agencies actions by reviewing th 
environmental impact statements.

In the same period, studies found that technicians working with uranium 
compounds at Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee were not totally 
protected from absorbing uranium.

I

While most of the panel's work has focused on Cold War-era experiments, 
also reviewing environmental oversight of top secret defense sites by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Defense Department, Energy Department and 
Environmental Protection Agency.

BODY:
Release at 6 p.m. EDTWASHINGTON (Reuter) The U.S. Army exposed chemists at 

its Los Alamos lab in the 1940s and '50s to such high doses of radiation that 
their white blood cell counts dipped, according to documents released Sunday 
a presidential advisory panel.

The site is the subject of two lawsuits involving alleged burning of toxic 
materials in the open air.

I

Copyright 1995 Reuters, Limited
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hurt patients
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Please see SAENGER, 7A

Saenger

~By Bill Straub
Post Washington Bureau

tient becomes more likely to have the 
complaint,” Saenger said.

About the project
Dr. Eugene Saenger headed an 

experiment conducted between 
1960 and 1971 Cincinnati General 
Hospital that used whole body ra­
diation to treat patients with 
advanced cancer.

The Cold-War era experiments 
were partially funded by the mili­
tary, which wanted to know what 
effect large doses of radiation 
might have on a nuclear battlefield.

DOD,” Saenger said.
Asked further why he pushed for­

ward when the "overwhelming" 
literature available indicated his studies 
were doomed to failure, Saenger re­
sponded

•T think the word overwhelming is 
sort of in the mind of the reader. What 
may be overwhelming to you is not

Wednesday, are the first extensive 
comments from Saenger to be made 
public.

The commission was appointed 
by the White House after reports 
surfaced in several cities about cold 
war-era human radiation experi­
ments.

In the interviews, Saenger ac­
knowledged that patients never were 
fully informed of the effects of large 
doses of radiation or that the experi­
ments were funded by the

that Jh^areTovided^s 88 patients expected run counter to information of- 
wasn’t compromised in order to provide fered by family members Gwendon

WASHINGTON — Dr. Eugene 
Saenger dismisses claims that his to­
tal body radiation experiments at 
Cincinnati General Hospital has­
tened the deaths of terminal cancer 
patients.

“I think it’s important to under­
stand, in this context, these people 
all had very’ advanced cancer," Saen­
ger said in interviews with a special 
White House-appointed commission 
that is looking into the experiments.

“All this stuff about they gave 
them the treatment and the mother's 
life may have been prolonged had 
they not been treated are examples 
of wool-gathenng,” he said.

: Saenger's attitudes toward his pa­
tients are contained in a series of 
interviews conducted by investiga­
tors from the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments. 
, Saenger has declined any detailed 

public comment on the experiments, 
conducted on 88 patients between 
1960 and 1971.

Transcripts of the commission in­
terviews, released in Washington on

the Department of Defense with the da­
ta it sought.

His prime motivation was to deter­
mine the impact of high doses of 
radiation on so-called solid tumors.

The research and the treatment of 
the patients were kept separate.

The funding, he said, was necessary 
to hire researchers and set up lab equip­
ment.

"The substances we were looking for 
and the effects of radiation were equally 
important in treating cancer as com­
pared to the needs and desires of the

From Page 1A_________ _____ ____________

■ Acknowledged that his research 
team followed "no strict rules" about 
treatment or what to tell patients, even 
when it came to who was funding the 
experiments.

■ Asserted that, given their deterio­
rating physical condition, most of his 
patients didn't care about the effects of 
radiation.

"These people were so badly off, I 
was surprised some of them lived as 
long as they did," he said, adding that 
some of those involved in the program 
lived longer than expected.

■ Said he would have continued his 
research beyond 1971 had the Universi­
ty of Cincinnati not ended the program 
in 1971 after bad publicity

■ Continually rejected claims that his 
total body radiation experiments at Cin­
cinnati General hastened the deaths of 
any terminal cancer patients

"If you tell everybody all the terrible 
things that are going to happen, the pa-

Department of Defense, which was 
eager to determine the possible ef­
fects of radiation on U.S. troops.

"Some of these patients, as amaz­
ing as it may seem, say, ‘Well, if I'm 
dead, I’m no better off. Why don't I 
let Dr. so-and-so try’ this even if he 
thinks it’s no good?’ ” Saenger said.

Saenger’s attorney, Joseph Park­
er, said the transcript sheds no new 
light on Dr. Saenger's work, which 
has been “a matter of public record” 
for more than two decades.

“This is not news and this is the 
point we have been trying to get 
across to people,” Parker said.

He said Saenger's interviews with 
the advisory committee did give the 
doctor an opportunity to put his 
work into context after extensive 
publicity that raised doubts about 
the research.

Saenger was interviewed by inves­
tigators in Cincinnati on Sept. 15, 
1994. A follow-up interview was con­
ducted on Oct. 24, 1994.

The talks covered several hours. 
In more than 170 pages of transcript 
reviewed Wednesday by The Post, 
Saenger:

Plair, a mental health therapist at 
Georgetown Hospital in Washington, 
D.C., said his mother, Beatrice, was told 
she had five years to live when she was 
diagnosed with cancer of the trachea in 

1964.
She started under Saenger’s pro­

gram. Plair said, and suffered a painful 
death within 187 days.

Herbert Varin said his mother, Nina, 
complained that Saenger's researchers 
were trying to kill her.

She died soon after she started re­
ceiving treatments in 1967. Plair is 
among a group of family members of 
Saenger patients who are suing Saenger 
and others in federal court over the 
treatments.

Saenger insisted that most of his pa­
tients "seemed to be content with the 
quality of clinical care that they got 
considering this was a very far-ad­
vanced group of people.

overwhelming to me.”
„ _____ ____ „______ Saenger’s argument that some can-
. Insists, throughout the transcripts
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"These were not people who were 
getting up and riding their bikes down 
to the corner to get some cigarettes," he 
said "We thought we were taking good 
care of the patients.”

Much of the commission’s attention
has been focused on how much Saenger 

' and his assistants informed the patients 
— who were mostly poor minorities — 
about the experimental nature of the 
procedures.

From 1960 to 1965, Saenger said, the 
researchers agreed among themselves 
what the patients should and should 
not be told.

"Whenever I have handled any pa­
tient I have always made it my business 
to tell you exactly what was going on,” 
Saenger said.

Starting in 1965, patients were asked 
to sign consent forms.

But no one in Saenger’s group in­
formed any of the patients that the 
experiment was being funded, at least in 
part, by the Department of Defense. 

"It never occurred to us,” Saenger
said, adding later that he has "never 
seen anything that exclusively says you

must tell the patient where the money 
comes from.

. When people get in that state, 
they don’t really care if they have in­
formed consent or anything," Saenger 
said.

"They just say, 'Doctor, If you can do 
something for me, just do it.’... People 
don’t go through all this fine-tuning.”

Saenger said he found it amazing 
that he was never advised by the De­
partment of Defense that he was 
expected to provide a great deal of infor­
mation to his patients under the 
so-called Nuremberg Code.

The doctor expressed real surprise 
when the interviewers provided him 
with a once top-secret Pentagon docu­
ment from 1953 in which the secretary 
of defense instructs the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff that human subjects in medical 
and scientific research for the military 
should be fully aware of the goals and 
hazards of experiments.

"There is no evidence; there’s no 
trace anywhere; there’s nothing in our 
files that correspond to this,” he 
said

I
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^Experiments Done On Workers< <

The document, found among boxes of secret papers, outlined an 
elaborate plan to study the workers through medical tests and, when 
possible, collecting tissue samples, including bones, extracted 
teeth and other body parts.

' ‘There is an opportunity,” the researchers argued in detailing 
the proposed studies in a 1949 memo, ' ‘to secure the type of 
medical information required ... to interpret, in terms of human 
experience, the toxicological findings of small animal research.”

The panel, which for a year has been examining the government's 
use of humans in radiation experiments during the decades of the 
Cold War, is expected to discuss the document and other issues at 
two days of meetings this week.

The Oak Ridge document was found among hundreds of boxes of 
classified papers in a storage vault at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory by investigators from the president’s Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments.

WASHINGTON (AP)  Workers at a uranium processing plant at Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., were targeted in the late 1940s as research subjects 
in an effort to learn more about the effects of radiation on the 
body, a recently declassified document suggests.

Washington news
Uranium-Workers

Although details remain sketchy, the document suggests the 
researchers' interest was foremost in research about radiation 
health effects as opposed to gathering health data to provide 
worker protection, one investigator said.

Some of the Oak Ridge workers were involved in electromagnetic 
separation of uranium at increasingly high concentrations, 
according to the document. Others were mechanics and technicians 
participating in programs referred to only by their code names  
‘ ‘Sunflower” and * ‘Daffodil”  with no further explanation.

Mark Goodman/ACHRE 
04/10/95 10:59:35 AM
ACHRE in the news

Experiments Done On Workers
02:36 AM Today

To: 
cc: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject:
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' 'If they do mean anything, we don’t know what it is," wrote

To determine how much uranium the workers actually were 
breathing, a ' 'dummy respirator"  set to run at the same rate as 
the workers' breathing level  was set up alongside the workers and 
examined daily. They also underwent regular examinations.

Most of the research data were to be sent to the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine, which in the 1940s and early 1950s 
conducted much of the research into radiation effects on humans.

While the memo, written by a scientist at Oak Ridge, said the 
research plan had been thoroughly discussed and given wide support, 
it's not certain to what extent the proposal was implemented. 
Investigators believe it was pursued at least to some degree.

A series of newly uncovered documents showed that health checks 
on the workers from 1946 to the mid-1950s all showed ' 'significant 
depression of white blood cell counts."

' 'It’s unclear what these workers were told, whether these 
(health study) plans were shared with them, and whether they were 
ever told about their exposures," says a staff summary prepared 
for the presidential advisory panel.

Another part of the proposed research effort outlined a proposal 
to track uranium intake and absorption by closely monitoring ' 'one 
or two subjects" working on the electromagnetic separation 
project. The memo said that despite precautions, it was known some 
uranium was taken in by the workers.

Separate papers uncovered by the presidential panel involve 
medical studies of workers at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in 
New Mexico, who were subject to chronic radiation exposure as a 
result of tests on bomb mechanisms. Low-level radiation was 
released as part of the testing.

Some of the plan called for collecting hard and soft tissue 
samples and extracted teeth, and upon a worker's death, collecting 
bones and body parts so they could be closely examined for 
radiation effects.

Researchers were concerned about the findings, but in a 1954 
memo, Thomas Shipman, director of the Los Alamos health division, 
wrote that the records ' 'indicate nothing startling or dramatic."

' 'Furthermore, arrangements should be made to secure samples of 
... rib, sternum, vertebra and femur ... when such an opportunity 
is presented," it added.

' 'This will involve making arrangements with various hospitals 
and dental clinics in the (Oak Ridge) vicinity so that when these 
employees have an appendix removed these tissue samples will be 
available for analysis," the memo said.
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Shipman to Gordon Dunning, a physician with the Atomic Energy 
Commission.

The tests, involving five to 15 workers at a time, continued 
through the early 1960s. * 'It remains unclear whether this group 
was ever told of the abnormal findings ... or whether any steps 
were taken to further limit their exposure," a presidential 
advisory panel staff summary concludes.
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April 6, 1995

Dear President Clinton:

! WV6S:LI! SS-OL-r ! OZOL J3Tdooa|91 X0J3X:Afl 1N3SZ #!t0£999VZ0Z -LZZ995tZ0Z

Congress of tfje Snfteb fetateg 
^ousfe of ^epresfentattbei 

iraasfrington, SBC 20515

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

We are writing to express our support for extending the 
charter of the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 
to ensure that the Committee has sufficient time to fully 
complete its investigation into the issue of Cold War era human 
radiation experiments. We have become increasingly concerned 
that unless additional time - at least two to three months - is 
provided, the Advisory Committee will be unable to fulfill its 
responsibilities under its charter. We understand the Advisory 
Committee has been forced by the wealth of information it is 
examining to extend its deadline a few weeks already. Given the 
importance of the Committee's final report to the policy 
decisions that will subsequently fall to Congress to resolve, it 
is essential that the Committee's report be credible, and that 
its conclusions and recommendations be based on as comprehensive 
an investigation as possible. Given the weight of information 
revealed over the last year as to the human radiation 
experimentation that was conducted or sponsored by the U.S. 
Government, the Advisory Committee should not be forced to adhere 
to its original charter deadline for completion of its work and 
submission of its final report.

The Advisory Committee was chartered to "provide to the 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group advice and 
recommendations on the ethical and scientific standards 
applicable to human radiation experiments carried out or 
sponsored by the United States Government" from 1944 to May of 
1974, with authorization to investigate more recent human 
radiation experiments as well. Among other things, the Advisory 
Committee was directed to consider "whether (A) there was clear 
medical or scientific purpose for the experiments; (B) 
appropriate medical follow-up was conducted; and (C) the 
experiments' design and administration adequately met the ethical 
and scientific standards, including standards of informed 
consent, that prevailed at the time of the experiments and that 
exist today."
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At the time the Advisory Committee was formed when the 
foregoing mandate was issued, it was assumed by most that - as

O'Leary stated at the time - we were looking 
on experiments to which no more than 

approximately 800 persons had been subjected. Twelve months 
later, in February of 1995, the Department of Energy reported 
that during the Cold War years just the Atomic Energy Commission 
alone sponsored over 150 experiments potentially affecting almost 
9,000 people! And we have yet to receive a full accounting from 
other agencies implicated in the radiation experiments such as 
the Defense Department, which sponsored the radiation experiments 
of particular concern to the people of Cincinnati.

Clearly, the magnitude of the task that was bestowed upon 
the Advisory Committee was something that no one anticipated. 
Yet knowing what we now know, an extension of the Advisory 
Committee's term is clearly a matter deserving special 
consideration by the White House. The Advisory Committee has 
been charged with an enormous moral responsibility to sort out 
what happened so that Americans can face the truth and learn from 
it, and the government that encouraged and countenanced these 
acts can, if and when appropriate, make amends.



OFFICE OF THE VICE PROVOST

March 29, 1995

Dear Mr. Caplan,

With best wishes,

JoAnn Bradley, Ed.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
SUNY Health Science Center at Brooklyn 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT BROOKLYN 

450 CLARKSON AVENUE, BOX 93, BROOKLYN, NY 11203-2098 • (718) 270-7706

Thank you very much for acknowledging the work of Dr. Jonathan Moreno as staff member of 
the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments.

cc: Russell L. Miller, M.D., President, SUNY HSC at Brooklyn
Jonathan Moreno, Ph.D., Director, Division of Humanities in Medicine, SUNY HSC at 
Brooklyn

I was very pleased to receive from you the copy of the committee's Interim Report. The issues 
the committee deals with are of great concern to everyone in the health care field. We are proud 
that a member of the SUNY Health Science Center at Brooklyn is an active participant in our 
government's reexamination of ethical and scientific criteria applied to radiation experiments 
carried out on humans.

Phillip Caplan
Special Assistant to the President for Cabinet Affairs 
The White House

»



©001Advisory'3202 254 982713:40
Z '' '

4

FAX TRANSMITTAL

TO:

FROM:

DATEx

RE:

MESSAGE:

*.

r

r-

04/03/95

>

Qp/ ffUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

i72£MSi^N  ̂5^600
jyashingtDK^ D.C 20036
202^254-9795 (PJion^

202-254-9827 (Fax)

If there are my problem vitk the tmsndsum of this fax, please cafl .t>2-2S4-9^.

AO VISOR Y COMMUTER^

■
! 

s
K 
k
t

r-
F

c

ii-

NUMBER OF PAGES (induding cover): ------

iEM CmjUM-
73w\



0002©202 254 982704/03/95 13:40

; 7H5AM :
fixerox Telecopier

4

1•

Portman: Extena radiation report
'2S?'SS'^'E4^

or thair Jurffiea; be mH.BYPAUT-BAXTON

jxairway beu Cncjan m gr^ use™* .
e fannBtt-rf thaM m ti^SfCucHWoSid^Stbeenma \

gfessMS i
4S"SE I

flje frmnie&'crf thDM usafi U1

• • tanger^doiixjdb-

-U?«aa«*£r55

indete

T. -..
:

:

H.-.I’

•:

t>

'w*

.4’

^'T

Steve
psncL

v
09:31

Advisory

MCRV/SS1/ECB

51373231SS-*
©301 891 3992 

7Q20 ; 12-8WO

Z

J3/95

Jgjqq2

301 831 3882:# 2

.n pzSnrifrtHtL MH W.

toM?pw tecsSM* “*'”£*,,>.,51 .

BYFAW^BAKTON
EapnrtT WaaHngmn Buto ,

WASHINGTON ~ U.S. Rep. 
Rob parma^sBid TbsixiAy heTi

Inrrmn ]
nuestmrthit a Wc Enu» paag 

... feviawin^ tbdr casa tale 1 little

n
longer to do nxy*>- pl

The fwinral Advisory Cgminlt-

MU

j.

1 ....&--

• : •

■ tee «r Banjan -Rnrfafem Experi- aho 
*_ m Ao'kl T'^wt rrn “

Oil Wb wfetim-experm^ fotecani.

. .•cigara^.jg



000215:50 Advisory

r '
A

nowi
dum, dated May. 22, 1951.

about a
United stamc 14 ~ ™e Teetln8 to discuss safety issu« kr kS tel,in8 ** commiuee "ThP fin,

i=F?Si WS=S
lings."

committee ^ced, woJd have

Times

- riugeraid, a.
analysl from Louisiana

beta burns, is quite real.”

The notes quote Dr.
mo, Faina, a civilian

appears on pages B9,10.

i

. l'800'631-2500

I-

^%SXi20”Bum“R’-

filJ?erd2CU“ent5’ ofatained from the

By PHILIP J. HILTS 

WASHINGTON, March 14

call
/

•r
1-

More national news

J

- near

it was 
went ahead

Jbe officials determined 
probably not safe, but

to ; th»^^5ii?Nrada-
Ir.

I

Fal!°“t.RiskNearAtom Te^ts WasKr
dum, dated May. 22, 1951 ahmit „
meeting to discuss safety issues for h* teHing C(™niittee, 

"“L^ explosions

’L,h?..docum'"«S JlorkSimCS Forho®edelivery

Sy. O’ 

k The committee also planned at

- J civtiians from an
Croond^Uete^

- - oi"S^

.«.iainO3 rational Lab- z\ ..%rad‘^ve

out:‘We Should '
take Some ’

03/15/95 15:50 ©202 254 9827

irom an
a 44-mile radius of

'.nuuna before the explosion
bUNia?r faaceled ,he evacXon.

□article ■■7hTr’lv w ^mec” these . N° expiation for the cane

” i11 es:==s

was
Th\c?mmitt^Ts^expeaed m’iS. 

?uPortJater Tear

commitiee pians to release 
Wednesday inc]udes a memQran.

ng . norUrwest^of Las Vegas and as dose Prev?nt ^em from again us-
ns as 2b miles from smaller to? ‘u- ~ ' ' '
10- r ™on£ nearby towns are Ala
11- Ca-JLenn and Amargosa Valiev. . ■ „-----------——O1. irom Lo.
d’ wi^^v5 ^dal Panel is ch'a^ed AU"iveiW ^0 was working
,n Ti g documents relating to f he Aromic Enerzy Commissioi?

all the Government-sponsored ex--------- - - '
•« in Which 'Nation — —----------------

:h us£? 011 humans, beginning in 1

sue a full

>-

ihe

?id Patr^ Fi^^dT

explosions occurred, is 60 miles

t^s ■ in^sL!?fJs in the 9^ suSsA- 

Gioacchino

. -“LCU» w«iia nave made it difficult u track the cioud of

sra‘cloud s intensity.

first to c-----
^. .st.drea w’thn

^,tS^n^tiviry some of thes.

1

diatlon Experiments.

when military officials



7A

* *

February 28, 1995

Dear Diana:

As discussed, I enclose examples of the press coverage of the Committee, including:

1.

2.

3.

4.

One of the front page Washington Post articles.5.

Articles on the Committee’s discovers' of new information about the country's Cold War past6.

Please let us know if yea would like any further information.

a'truly yours.

Dan Guttman

enc.

An article from die Rochester, NY paper, recording the visit of a Committee staff member tin a city 

where the Committee did not have a field hearing).

A front page New York Times article, which notes that the "Committee has brought to light a wealth 

of documents about the Government's behavior-sometimes furtive, sometimes ethical—that will 

force historians to rewrite part of the history of the atomic age."

A recent Sunday editorial in the San Francisco Chronicle, which focuses on the importance of the 

Committee's lock towards the future of health research as well as its past. (Other recent editorials 

include the Tampa Tribune and the Deseret News)

1? C f-t -U. c

Front page artxles from Ohio. Washington State, California. Tennessee and New Mexico papers, 

regarding field hearings held by the Committee in those states.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS

1726 M Street, n.w.. Suite 600 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

Ms. Diana Zuckerman
Office of the First Lady 

Room 100
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

V K
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OCUMENT BY DOCUMENT. Indi­
vidual story by individual story, the 

_ White House Advisory Committee 
on Radiation Experimentx is bringing to
light the extent of government-sanctioned
radiation and nuclear tests between 1M4

and 1974.
Just last week, the committee uncovered

  tf’decepUra iriYepwl wUl be recommendations for an

the fact that the ment research experiments based on les-

gathered human as from studies of current radiation-related 

experiments.
*We want the area of radiation therapy 

to advance.” said Dr. Ruth Faden, commit­
tee chairwoman snd a biocthicist at Johns
Hopkins University. "We want to be able to 
say to the American public. 'When you go 
into a hospital, you don’t have to worry

and reviews of 
 hundreds of thou­

sands of docu­
ments — many of them previously classi­
fied — the presidential panel has compiled 
examples of questionable radiation experi­
ments on humans, both with and without 

their consent.
A middle-aged woman testified about be­

ing pulled out of her second-grade class in 
Richland, Wash. — where her father work­
ed at the country's main plutonium site — 
to be given unidentified liquids to drink. 
She was required to make follow-up doctor 
visits for the next six years. Service person-  
nel told of seeing the shadow of their bones 
when they were exposed to Cold War atom­
ic-bomb tests. Former inmates recounted 
19605 experiments in which their testicles 
were deliberately exposed to strong doses 

of radiation.
The 13-mcmbcr committee — made up 

of experts In bioethics, radiation oncology

remains and other
data to measure
fallout from U3-

atomic weapons
tests.

In Its 10 months
of existence. 
through hearings about about aurreptitious experiments be­

ing done.’

he questions for which the panel sought 
 answers on U.S. action in the three de­

cades following the dawn of the Atomic Age
— What ethics criteria were used to evalu­
ate human radiation experiments? Wfaat 
codes of conduct. If any. existed to govern 
federally sponsored experiments? Who de­
veloped them? How were they put into ef­
fect? — still apply today, despite more rig­

orous standards.

Right now, experiments are being con­
ducted that may one day spell the end of 
certain kinds of cancer or cure other diseas­
es. Both science and humanity will be scrv- 
ed if those who tike part in such experi­
ments enjoy the peace of mind that comes 
with the knowledge that they are part of a 
scientific test being performed In an atmo­
sphere of the highest ethical standards. The 
committee could make a significant contri­
bution toward that goal.

teWe want to 
be able to
say, Vou 
don't have 
to worry 
about 
surreptitious 
experiments'"

Radiation Investigation 
Serves Past and Future

arid biology, history of science and medi­
cine, epidemiology, nuclear medicine and 
law — is drafting a report, due Ln May. with 
an eye toward determining possible com­
pensation. medical follow-up or remedies to 
people who were victims of past govern­
ment radiation experiments.

 But equally important, the aclcntiats arc
rerorts deoiling a 19508 international cam- focusing on the future. Included in the pan-

aimed at hiding ethics policy for current and future govern-

UJ. government tons learned from the Cold War tests as well 
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Panel Finds Wide Debate in 40’s 
On the Ethics of Radiation Tests

By PH1U? J-HH-TS

WASHINGTON. Oct 11
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Serious Talk
About Need for Data

create the number of known experi­
ments at least tenfold, to about 600. 
Most experiments Involved exposing 
troops to varying amounts of radta- 
Una, usually without informing them 
of the risks or seeking their consent. 

Al the time, the documents sug-

Or. Faden said that from the level 
of Secretary of Defense on down

arm of nidi ttmn and human experi­
ments Just casually. They took It 
sertously.'*

nuvjry (.ommittw ™ n na

'-xp«-,t„„.,„l||h'm '"”n.in ....
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experimental work was done than
anyone gue<«rd.”

While the radiation doses received
by subjects in most cases were not,  

at, lh<,J.'.fTTCJhC_hn?nEdS,.0,_'0W ««*• bemg Ihe ’flib'ject' oi"exri’rt- 

meets was counted ns one of the 
expected hazards of military life and 
irairang — not unlike subjecting sol-

hanorl 'he •’’•"Mrv 
»vtr>on? syoi------ v

snM t
I” njnsingly dj:

of the decision making. "Frankly, we 
dM not bellese before we started this 
that lhere was much debate and
planning .tone In connection wlih contnrv’to the fellef Ihnt’ihere 
these experiments," she said, "nut |Hlte aboul the e(h(cs or 
----- - ‘J -* ’ . ' experimentation tn the 1950's, Army

' -

there was. and It was at a high level c '
of the military and scientific estab- ^hiai guidelines' written In "l9S3 

were in fact far stricter than ihe 
current rules.

B« the rules — a nearly verbatim 
copy of the Nuremberg Code, a set of 
ethical principles that came out of

f’Penments w 
». the 

A F f

■X1' X" ™l"

"•'in-.i, f,fHn 

-■ '•'’searchers to

Navy and Air Force, there was seri­
ous discussion of the military's need
for Information about how danger- memorandum dated April 17, 19-17, 
otm rmllntinn was in irnnps, imw recommmdi that human expert- 
aoWlers might react to It and what mentatkxi not be made public, "ft is 
precautions were needed. The ques- desired that no document be re- 
tlon wns how to get thnt Information, leased which refers to experiments 
and how often were litimnn experi- w,,b bumans and might hnve an 
ments nrressnry. adverse effect nn public opinion or

"We arc now piecing together the rewlt ia legal suits." It says. "Docu- 
story of the past, an unsuspected menu covering such work In ihis 
post, to help Inform the future on
these questions." she said.

Among the papers unearthed by fled secret
the committee nrr documents that
show experiments were debnted.
planned and carried out in a layer of
atomic medical bureaucracy by half Qn Human BeiHgS 
a r z-nm mil Inna

levels of radiation were not known,
•nd conxrrit was not uminlly sought.

But Dr. Faden did express stir-
^to'lhm'«re7ntrilnmg7xereisM

' — and was not considered to be
human experimentation.

The committee also found that,
> was 'hnm I9f7 the hn!‘,0,w’1

thanore syst' „"v Prnp«,,( 

WhHe this wfl,MdHMbeco"’ 
Indlvirf,im ny.’d, Mr’pmvp'1 

'•»'*« ihe Injcctfoi, L 

motiaf fnl0 -^loaaivn
Jun-nd ju(y n’- <‘ontinueu m

Bailment.
"That Is not to say what the mo­

tive was for these ethical discussions
— whether It was high-minded moral
reasons, or legal reasons or public 
relations reasons — but In any case the Nuremberg' trials after World 
there was an awareness at high lev- Vtr lt  dld not beOTnle opern,tn< 
ris that one rnold not proceed In the guideilnes. apparently because they 

_/ ii «. top secret.
One of the most important bits of 

history found In the hundreds of 
thousands of documents ,n far re-- 
cetved by the committee. Dr. Foden 
said, is that a flxiure of current 
ethlcaJ debates — whether ft Is possi­
ble to offer a patient honest treat­
ment and experiment on him at the 
same time — appears to have been a

through the secretaries of the Army, consideration In even the earliest 
documents of cold war experiments.

An Atomic Energy Commission •Vspocts nf 

CTntrtf tn
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t Company News:

Tuesday through Saturday, 

Business Day
Using 'Volunteers’
In the Military

About 42 officers were included In 
■ "selected volunteer program" in

.•I

track the Mochemtcal pattrways of 
the chemicai s metabolism In the 
body.

The minutes also noted that there 
were “ethlcai and medleo4ejal ob­
jections to the administration of m- 
dloncttve materials withooi the pa­
tient's knowledee or consent." And it 
said there would be a greater culpa- 
hlllty of the Government "If a Fed­
eral agency condones human guinea 
pig esperimematlon.''

[be Defense Deparimem tried to 
Initiate experiments tismg atomic 
Isotopes to conduct total-body Irra­
diation experiments on healthy hu­
man subjects. Officials nf the A.E.C., 
chiefly Dr. '.Warren, protested, but 
soon relented.

Since the A.E.C. controlled the 
supply of radioactive materials. Dr. 
Warren was apparently ab*e to block 
some of the worst -speriments, 
which called for total body irradia­
tion of healthy subjects.

Among the problems that required 
experiments on humans, the panel 
said, were whether atomic explosion 
caused changes in visual acuity or 
light-blindness, whether radiation 
from the explosions could be meas­
ured In the body fluids of people near 
such blasts, whether any psychologi­

cal damage might come from being 
near an atomic explosion and wheth­
er flight crews would have any im­
portant eroosure If they flew near n 
nuclear bust. Each of these experi­
ments was carried out.

One of i he experiments, cal Ini Op­
eration ’Josbot-Knothole, Inchided. 
"Subjecting 12 human volunteers 
and 700 raoblts to lhe Initial light 
flash from six atomic detonations to 
investigate its effect on the visual 
function c< the human eyes and to 
determine the bum injury processes 
In the dart-adapted rabbit eye." mil­
itary records show.

The military's use of the word 
•volunteer' did not Imply that In­
formed consent was obtained. In es­
sence, the subjects were ordered to 
participate; they were not always 
(old what the risks would be.

In other experiments, airplanes 
flew through radioactive clouds. A 
report on cne such test, called Oper­
ation Plum Bob, begins, "The objec­
tive of this project was to measure 
the radiatm dose, both from neu­
trons and tamma rays, received by 
an air crew delivering an MB-I rock­
et." Crewmen swallowed radiation 
film to help measure their exposure. 

Another ’est was designed to sen 
how well widlers could perform af­
ter exposure to the flash of atomic 
detonations it night. "Human volun­
teers were dark-adapted In a light- 
light irntler approximately 10 miles 
from theeetonatlon. Their eyes were 
exposed to the flash. Some eyes were 
protected by a red filter, and some 
were unprotected.”

The notes on the experiment said. 
"The pre-eet was terminated after 
Shot 4 In erter to evaluate the signif­
icance of esions of the retina which 
were proejeed In two of the sub­
jects."

vnuhl N- uxte:

-1 wTT./LJ ~’,rr<1 'li;-11<’’1 

► berg Code which. If actually applied, 
would be stricter than current pmr- 
ticea because It required detailed 

• explanations of the hazards of ex­
periments regardless of any claimed 
benefits, and allowed the siih|rcts tn 
termlnnte experiments nt nny mo- 
mem. Out these guidelines remained 
so highly rlnxsifled that few if any 
people below the secretaries of the 
Army, Nnvy or Air Force *rtr 
aware of them.

Slnff members of the advisory 
committee said this created the zen- 
Hke question, "What Is the effect of 
adopting ethical guidelines which 
are then kept top secret?”

which they watched an atomic blast 
from 2.000 yards away. In other ex­
periments. troops were brought to 
wkhln 5.0O» or 7,000 yards of ground 
rero to wntrh atnmx explosions, and 
were then marehe-J to the site of the 
explosion just after the bomb had 
gone off.

Il Is not yet known who! ItnjqM-nrd 
lB fhr uihjects of these and other 
expert m entx.

In February 1953. after eight 
years of t-xpertmerts without .1 ion 
sistent set of rules ;o govern them. 
Charles E. Wilson. 2ten Secretary of 
Defense, prepared a memorandum 
saving that volunteers should lie 
used ns the only ■■feasible means for 
roaHatic rvataatinn and/or des-lop. 
ment of -ffmfve preventive mens- 
ores of defense against atomic bio- 
togicnl or chemical agents." The 
memorandum added. ••The vnltm- 
tary consent of the -urnan stih-»rt n 
nbxnhitrlv essential.”

11 r2r".mn*nd‘rf -Jfe’l? the V :rrm 

!Tr::»-i
i-

But some researchers were able 
to get around the commission's ob­
jections. Hundreds of people were 
irradiated, primarily nt unrversitfcs, 
by using cancer patients who pre­
sumably might have benefited, or nt 
least whose Ilves would not be great­
ly shortened by the experiments. 

By 19S1. it was clear to the mili­
tary and their medical establish­
ment thnt it wmrttl he om-ssnrv to 
answer In de»ad many .iur«tmits 

I about the effects of radiation on hu- 
I moos, nod that soldiers vrxil.l have 
' tn Im used .1’ ’he KtC" < Tie-

Ill •w-tili-tl- • I • . 
t i-n tltr Mrril- il A t '- -•

mans, and that somiers ws»« 
to be used at the guinea pegs. • , 

tn September 195! the Josnt Pane! 
on the Medical Aspects of Atomic 
Warfare prepared a memorandum 
saying that there were tmmerous 
reasons to conduct human experi- 
ments In atomic bomb explosions, 
and later documents sixrw that at 
least four of the human experiments 
mentioned were carried om.



EI)cjrcWjl|ork Simes

I

I
2iett?!?I

•» •* •

utw, -• •*

•t»n

r ’i b • <4

• \

Gun^id-ftiri cfttpcrs h
k___ I

I «•

V

J I*-*-1

t
5nt

i

>1

5

e:

*•

I h

•*u' 

• • ■

V. ’

!•••

ih ♦ • i
1

fn

I’HH ||otv«*m ,MrX»w*«a« • .••. • 
of experiment* wn» 10 time* l.irger than prevrtyinly 
icr^wn. Above ere tome of the itoxe* of rwireit 
tniteriili that member* of the panel have itwprctetl.

Afte'ifting through the archive* of a tlotJn Federal 
Bgert*' the President’* Committee op Human 
Raddon Experiment* haa found that tie number

2

Bf *73a* 
B CWH »•>»» -<* 

Ll «MI Mnu-irvM

•»<Z2!s
« ■*

■1^
■^■•onow. a?J|
•V1/11

•• -••-—•••—

,.v»;

I!

B
rW; . JU&C

*' ** 
t y* s 

--- :»<

p ? .

:• ------- XSus*.
1 •'■• w«~'

Cl

n ■, i*f. nuiw*
■ »■“ •*«» , a Sa•••-•«. >a*l/l aSV< 

“• • HIM!____ * fflt __

fl

r I 
I '.^9 
; 5 ■

^-2:’



r
DEADLY

>JE}(POSUnE

sRadiation
tests could
number in

•<

thousands
f

5

(

I

- Ov-P,

>

X

?.

I

o
e
£
<o
2

8

I
B 
e? 
§

^BC3EK7|

o

> 
a
I 
n
3
7.

I
•X

----------- 1

P3

p3

Next
Tim final report 

from lire ArMswy 
Commrllee on Hu- 
man naiianon E«- 
pennientj.c:eaied 
by Hr esklent C»n- 
Ionin January, Is 
rlrretnArrrT HOW- 
ever. Um eomtnlliee 
has said It mny re- 
quest snerien-.hn 
treeause umlrl.-s 
pr ovmq mm e eom- 
pfieoicrt umn es- 
[roeictl lire final 
report also wifies- 
plo<» wnemer vic­
tims ol testing 
slim rid be eonrpen- 
saierl

UY LINDA DONtl UEEVES 

TV Cmirmvls Kn-miier

A White llrmv.- ppm-l invcsliitalinit lur- 
■Ban-rarlialnm tcslint! lias mir-ailln-tl iiHlica- 
linns nl nnwe Ilian 1,11111 es|«-iiincnls, 
arrrredinQ to a preliininary ret"*l irrlcascm 
Friday.

Tire total '•ill innliaMy Im in the Hmo- 
sands by lite nine were liinslmd." Charr- 
wnman De. Snlh Farfan Iniil rrpnrlcts hr 
Wislirncton. mt lire same day oilier mem­
bers o< the Adrisnry Cmu-niltee on I Inman

5

s

Kadfatmn Exocri-
ments had a hear-

in Cncnnali.
Furthermme.

beyond (lie 13
ioenlilied "men- 
lional releases" 
of radiation that 
could have
thacalcncd civil, 
fans and rnndary
personnel Irmn
1O44-ID7A. "'■Vc
aww know ’Sere 
were on tire or­
der of several
awndred mien- 
tinnal releases."
Fadan said.

Tile common
thread in the 
testing extends
Imm Cincmwalt's 
.'ormer General 
Hospital io "er-
-raid. rikr-"—. Miamistmig trod into tire 
jonth l,acnV. accmding In more than 1* 
-renpie who -rtdirrl ht-hne 11*0 panel Ft 
fay at the ’rpal tint imiali itolcl rluw- 

'. t?Wf 1.
~Yimi he*’ l»c snmc M«»ry frem didcic- 

-endc.’’ ’-VilJinifi □( Fn'
Thomas, n Munir «i !9G2 '*•
rxSSCtl f'c 3i«Httic iMMiib d'*,'rn.nli»»ns 
*’»C Sniilh . '- lie. ”1 lie ^’ivc'vurni ollr’: 
•wy help lt> ve*?rnn< wlm Miller unm j’radirr. 
S2nil<lnwn (•» hetr Iwwlv sy’dr’ns tinlil lhr»

(ricn<e ?ee RADIATION. Pnce A4.



t*rtfflenu ind hire found rteord* 
from tnllltuy eomslttn'o

eommJttff fn plertnt 
or the icittPfH md pvhjpj rroK

equfptneot juried !ho<-tat up. 
ind I *u plieed tn » »tn tod Ur-

dble, tad to eom« up u-ith reme­
dies tad rKomm«odiUoaj to id-
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i l»*yer. Mexben b»»« JMrttrd 
thrmifh h'tndrrdj of thnuundi nf 
doeumenu rtltted to humin ex 

the tllectt. Yotefdiy, fro n( the 
tncii Involved In thoie tmu uiU- 
"td bofort the pud.

Torrrt, then • ZJ-yeirctd Mo- 
tine pliboin terfrint. wt< nrdrfr«l 
to leid i bituUoo Into t trench at 
Yueei Flax Nev, In 1957. »here 
they were told to kneel during th* 
dttonitlon of t weapon, uick- 
tumed "Hood." He said tbit '•hen 
the shock wave from the blist hit. 
the trench begu to cotlipse ind 
the wind oearly sucked then out 
Into the open desert

'The lljtil wu SO btfjht I hid 
to cover tny tyrs with my binds, 
ind I iT.midlitrly tot hlkt»rs 
from (h» h*st." vid Form, ihn 
lives In > tntill centril emit tn»n 
ta Cillfotmi. "Then the trucks ed 

Radiation Subjects' 
Stories Tumble

-dreu thli preblttn?

The panel Includes ridlitlin 
ixpem. pubUe htilih ipecuibu, 
u tpldtmioloflrt, i hbtotlin ind

*TX sites trouad the world.
■Hsa puel *xs ippolnted by 

rresident CUntna tn determine the 
foremmenfs respoariblBty for 
hirm to buraia subjects u 1 result 
of exp-rtmeou -rich ridlatloa. Itx 
rtrn neetlEd outside Wuhlnxtan 
underscored the diunHnj tist the

0+-

in to i hespltil” for i number of 
lengthy wd painful tests.

“All I isk of you 1J the tnith."

that discussed the need for ri«ll»- 
don data — md secrecy — begin­
ning tn the late IMOs.

In IMS. two yoars irter tho 
. Atomic Energy Commlsstor. eetab- 

llxhed t ri*>He»l <11vl-.lr»n to c^nM- 
er human «nd animal txp*-rV 
menu. 13 patients were Injected 
»tth phttontitm tn help trr l Ise 
pith through the litimin I—ly 
The patients »en the subject of a 
«ria of itoriM published by the 
Albstnsier’itsn Tribune list yvir 
that iililmitely led Clinton tn re- 
tabllab the committee.

The secret "Atomic Medicine 
Division" of the Veterans Admlnla- 
tratlotj miy have been Involved In 
exposing U5. service personnel to 
radiation during post-World War 
II atomic-bomb tests and assessing

Federal panel brings inquiry to S.F.
ffv Ktnnris J, Ci^rrta 

stuff

fsnri Torres knelt In i tr*nrh
one mile from jruund during
a 18S7 atomic bomb test In Nevada.
Richard Harley crouched on the
deck of an evert cirrlrr n rnllei
from i IMJ thermonueleir test at
the Eniwetok atoU. Emma Craft
*u om of 33 pregnant women
fed radioactive Iron beginning in
IMS at a Tennessee hospital

Their storfM, recounted In a
pubtie hewing (n $in rranciseo
yesterday, are part of the official *
rwd being tuembled by the
Fritidint’a Committee on Human
Radlidon Experiments, the feder-
al penal ms tag a dauilad Inquiry
lata lera conducted on people
aver a SSyear period at leorex of

J^nUve segQ.ou of the Atomic

Although mi ay of the victims 
hav. detailed oe=afj« of their In- 
vofveatnt in experimenu. in 
PAy c.tiP liere 15 ao bitten re- 
u .. j .* '“U: othert lri 

•’lasatfled by the federal govern- 
•neot for mUoosI iecunty reasons. 
a<redlbly it ippesn that In some 
^s® the chlldreo of BlUtary peg.

soonel were volunteered by their 
parens foe Incforton In expert­
menu that were neither defined 
nor cmseludwl.

1 part want to gat soma an- 
r*ers. and that's *by Fm hart to­
day." Darcy Thrill told the panel 
at Use San Francisco rrma Cub 
yesterday. '1 want to know what’s 
been done to me and what I can 
expect to happen ... whether I 
have five yean or 55 years (to 
lirtl-

ThnlTs father worktd at the 
Hanford weaporu plant in south- 
eastera Washington atau, the 
country's main plutonium produe- 
tloa tttt. She told the panel she 
was pulled out of her second-grade 
daa tn Richland, told tn drink 
some Hqulda and then monitored 
periodically by doctora foe the 
next nx yean. She wort gorvo- 
ment-lssue dog tags tor years, but 
to thia day the does not know the 
reuoc for the experiment cr 
whether it wu responsible for the 
numeroui health problems sbe hu 
suffered. Including hypothyroid- 
tan and chronic fatigue syndrome.

Panel members believe thst u 
many u sm tests my beve been 

. conducted on U3. ci Ur ens.

"At w core, we arf tn rthlrs 
committee." mH panel rhslrwom- 

. tn Dr. Ruth Faden. a bloethlclst at 
Johna Hopkins University. "We . 
art vary keen to hear from every­
one who thinks they have some­
thing to help us with our charge, 
Indudlag the ethics of the work 
being conducted, whether any- 
government agenda were respoo- 
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Torres aid. 'All I isk is for Icrte-

n«vsl itilp «Mirn<-'l to ih*

twit c-ndW'J nr«r !hc Mirsssil

Darcy Thrall read Io a govaenmont penal From tha dog log* »h«
wai grran a» a 7-yoar-old partWpenr In a rndtetbn •xparimonl
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(or my of the people *tJ 'llH 'Ju* 
tn thn rropidity."

Hirlry. ’ho w»s ibcord « -5.

> I- p// >

Z n
-a

('Cr^

«®R«
1 ■

hlindt. mi 1 he * >’ F-»'*,,(* rr-'P 
trf rr.-n told to J»]'iit on dtrk Jur- 
Inf one at th- 58 morn nwcleir 
trttt condurtH ne«r the MmscjII 
bJsncls (rotn LW7 to 1953. 

-X. wer- told thit my p?rsc=- 
set ’•bo ■’■■ere to tx w«ze»*5 
thculd tjesd do-»n *itti thetr 
bica to trou=d tz:z md to r* 
min In thi: po-ldon." he uitL 
-The bnshtness frcrt th - bUK-»as 
«o great that I could actually s-e 
tb-’shido'* of oiy bon* ihrouth 

ay irct."
Th* »ery eidstence of the item- 

Ic-medicbe unit bid beet: kept m- 
• eret beutise of Veterani Adrtihil- 

tritlon coneerni ibout dlMbllity 
cUtmt. Nurntrous rlctlnx ind 

’ ipousa at the rfetisu, hita xaid 
that their elitas have eundaued to 
be rejected by the joverasieot. *

Crirt'j itory. “ relayed by her 
lawyer. Doo Arbltllt of Sin Fno- 
ciseo, H the rubject of a dis>*e- 
Uoo Lawsuit filed iftlnat Vander* 
btlt Hocplul la Tanaeoee aad the 
federal fovernment. Sha «« one 
of 829 pregnant wotnin given ra­
dioactive iron during a two-year 
nudy.

Il wh only In the 1989 publlea- 
don of i follow-up study la an ob- 
scur* medical Journal that Craft 
discovered she wu one of those in­
cluded In the study. The story de­
tailed the death of her 11-year-cld 
daughter, who died of » rare form 
of cancer.

"Her daughter suffered a slow. 
pilnfuL gruesome death, aad £zs- 
ma always belltved tt was due to 
an act of God.’ Arbltllt uid. "U 
wasn't until mart after that she 
b*Ueved that this tragedy was due 
to intervention by humankind-"

5W

y

pitas «a«
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My skin crawl 9

Hie grandson of Albert
Stevens calls the I

S’

a healing in Santa Fe, II.

His grandson was one of about 50 ation Experiments, wInch was meeting 

x.;,-r!- .. . . • <•
Please see HEARINGS/A6
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By Ed Asher
inti Dennis Domrzalskl 

ipi'jiine nrronrERS

SAbifA I F. Bill Holmes doesn’t 
like to remember his grandfather as a 
• ictim.

“I want to remember him as someone 
'.ho completed in the end, someone 
•. IioiIkI sui vice despite everything that 

a as done to him,” he says.

tn

Ji an horror

%

STEPHEN KLAIDMAN . a member of the Advisory Committee on Human
Radiation Expenments. takes testimony from Laguna Puebfo resident Curtis
Francisco. Pueblo and Navajo uranium miners say they weren t told of the 
dangers of radiation.

But Holmes has to admit that his unwittingly injected with plutonium in peopl^who spoke Mnnday before a 

grandfaiher, AItxrrt Stevens, was a vic­

tim.
Stevens was one of 18 Americans

■rsS’e

government-sponsored radiation ex- three-member panel of the President’s 
periments in die late 1940s. Advisory Committee on Human Radi-

pi■V1

plutonium tests 'crimes 

igainst humanity' during ite:

I

-1 
.Q 
r 
ft
• i
• t 
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for the day in Santa Fe.
I lolmes told the committee that gov- 

emment-paid scientists treated his g 
grandfather like a laboratory rat and £ 

valued their ou n careers more than the 
lives of die human subjects they exper- 
inifiiled on

Stevens, a Iloillicin < alifoini i house 

painter, was 58 years old when he was 
injected with plutonium. He lived for ‘v 
almost 21 moic yeais.

On Monday, Holmes, 5J, told the q 

committee that those responsible for the =>
4 experiments must Ik* held accountable 

for what he calls ‘‘crimes against hu­
manity.”

"If the consequences for such crimes 
against humanity are small, then the 
crimes diemselves will be regarded as 
small and petty and not worth worrying 
about," he said.

The I <1 -member committee was ap­
pointed by President Clinton in Apiil
1994 to investigate the use of humans 
in federally financed radiation

s
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’ iments in b Northern C*lifomi> new*- self after listening to that.*’

* «> ms • o fl

•• • • •* • '*'• 
experiments starting in the 1940s.

“They tried to cheapen his life by
ethical practices in today’s research, leased about tire plutonium injections lowering it to the level ofa laboratory

I

and a list of the people they experi­

mented on and what was done to them 

on die other.

“I don’t want to clog up my heart 

with feelings of revenge.” he said 

“But my head tells me that without 

some personal accountability for these 

actions, die message will remain very 

clear to those involved in human ex­

walked around in sort of a shuffle. I le that were removed from my erandfe- and get away with it.” perimentation: dial if you have a dirty
T"* - - - - ...

w •• • •• ■ •—’ — — — — ... . — - — — — -       — — — 1 —■ WW

damage from his injection of phitoni- sieps must be taken to prevent similar |Ong enough with the help of your col - 1 

leagues and government, then you 

liave nothing to worry about...."

Its report will be issued tliis spring. ;
Holmes, of Folsom, Calif, told the dia coverage on die experiments, 

panel on Monday that he remembers ’ 
Iris grandfather as man w ho did very horror and I was shaking all over as 1 

1 — *  M A* CD A Kl
little outdoors. 1

These people placed a higher «al-

“1 le was not able to be very active news coverage of testimony about the peopte they used to advance dh»se 

at all.” I lolmes said. diis,” he said.
Tie was obviously very sick. He

x. ...... ...... ......... — -..-. ..
could only eat small amounts. I le did- ther’s insides to be studied for signs of

n’t move like a healthy person.”
But it wasn’t until around Novem­

ber 1993 dial Holmes says he discov-

 •• I .

a plaque with a list of experimenters
The committee Is to recommend paper. Holmes blasted the scientists who and their various awards on one side

remedies for abuses suffered by hu- Since then, he has read documenU conducted die experiments.
man subjects and policies to improve that the Department of Energy re- “They tried to cheapen his life by

and has followed die continuing me- rat while pretending to diemselves dial
‘ , their lives were worth more dian his."

“I remember my skin crawling in he said.
..------- L.i.;------ii---------- * ‘These people placed a hisher-ul-

• ■ wi a kx* •     ■ —— —- —— -— -» ria
watched a tape made ofa C-SPAN ue on their careers dian on die lives of

•  . ■ .• a.• •*__ J .«

diis,” he said. careers. They felt like they could w i|y
“And I listened to the list of things their boots on my grandfather’s life

Holmes told the committee tlul little secret and you can keep it hidden

um. human experiments in the future. I le
‘It’s like I can close my eyesand see suggested that some sort of “le­

ered the reason for his grand fadier’s all those things they took out of him knowledgement” be placed at the sites 
illness. That’s about the time he read lined up on a tray. of the plutonium experiments as a rv-
an article about the plutonium exper- T felt a great emptiness inside my- minder of what happened periups



four doctors nod

Prisoners seek ford where every one of his nci| 
compensation, has cancer or thyroid disease.

I

radiation releases during the Cold 
War were large enough to causealth to a White House pann War were | cnolloh to cause oertje Hnnsen of Cocur d'Alene zttj&xas sXtahs db “ s ............... ................ ....
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professors from . ■■ •; < InSlOC 
the Advisory ’
Committee on
Human Radia­
tion Experi­
ments meeting
in Spokane on
Monday.

Mesa farmer Tom Bailie spoke of 
the “death mile,” a stretch of itiial 
homesteads in the shadow of llan- 
- ■ ■ one of his neighbors

Brenda Weaver of Spokane, who 
lived in the “death mile” as a child, 
talked of deformed sheep at her 
family’s farm and men from Hanford 
who combed the fields with Geiger 

U.S. Department of Energy offi- t(),llllC|S. she spoke of hci <laii|>,liter,

A. /A6 ■

Nightmares of the atomic age

Residents tell White House
panel of experiments that they
believe led to disease, death •

By Karen Dorn Steele
Stuff writer

They called themselves casualties
of the Cold War.

„ „ ... ns. ucparimcm oi r-.iir.igy «<•••- cotmters. :siic spoxc 01 mi uiiuK.m.,
They tiavcled miles of icy highways cln|s ajnl|Hcj |n 1990 that I lanford s jamjc w|10 was born in l%5 with no 

to tell their stories of pain and poor atlia(ion re|cases during the Cold evcs 
health to a White House panel ... . .._K ’

lnv<
menls 

Dozens of angry people spoke to being studied.
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a Harold Blbeau describes radiation experiments perfwned on him.
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Christopher Anderson/the Spokesman Review

“They cut us off with nothing to show for our efforts acting as agents of official policy. 
:cept $ 100 and a lot of pain,” Bibeau told the radiation Committee members told theiiexcept $100 and a lot of pain,” Bibeau told the radiation

"Criminal statutes were violated by researchers and people,” said Dr. Reed Tuckson, prcsidcni
physicians. Your job is not only to call attention to that, Drew University of Medicine in Los Angeles.
but to suggest appropriate responses," Schroetcr told the

/•»

   

Experiments: Stories told
about radiation effects

If
111

W i;
■ 'l''ift’,?'

£

Id

Bi
doc

tion of all documents related to the Green Run, the 1919 
military experiment at Hanford that released a huge 
cloud of radiation over Eastern Washington with no 
public warning.

Allen Conklin, Washington state’s top radiation pro­
tection official, said he has a security clearance and has 
read the classified versions of (he (keen Run repot t.

"Are there compelling national security reasons to 
keep this secret?” asked Duncan Thomas, a I Jniversily of

r ■ / '.'ix 

ay

X

■ Gertie Hnneen of Coeur d'Alene Iettlflet Monday on radiation exposure.

Schroetcr said he isn't saying individuals should be
‘ ‘ . .................................o t

‘the researchers conducting human experiments'were

Committee members told their audience that they were
panel. ‘ there mostly to listen.

Leonard Schroetcr, a Seattle attorney who covered as a ’• I’ty probed gently for documentation that could back 
military reporter the Nuremberg war crimes trials in the up the stories. They praised nervous people for coming
'10s, said the U.S. government's human radiation experi- forward.
ments were ns evil as Nazi atrocities. "We are very sensitive to the hurt and pain of many Southern California medical school professor,

said Dr. Reed Tuckson, president of Charles "In my opinion, no," Conklin replied.

I.-/

hull the girls in her high school class, and the death of her
hirJiaiid liomt iuit ei at age th.

Irisha Piitikin of Berkeley, Calif., recalled her child­
hood in the lii-Cilies, and the thyroid disease and
ehionic fatigue she copes wilti as an adult.

I’m the daughter of a Hanford worker. There was no
way 1 could have given informed consent” to radiation
emissions from Hanford, Prilikinsaid.

Kay Sutherland of Walla Walla mourned two infants
who lived only hours. She spoke quietly of the four other
miscarriages she suffered while Hanford's plutonium
factories spewed radiation into the air and the Columbia
River.

"We were used for experiments without our knowledge
oi consent,” Sutherland said.

Harold Bibeau, a former prisoner in Oregon, recalled
the pain and worry he felt after his testicles were
bornbatded with X rays in a government-funded experi-
nicnl when he was 2.1.

I he Atomic Energy Commission had planned to track , „
the prisoners to make sure they didn’t develop health prosecuted, but the government should acknowledge that 
problems, but the plans were dropped.

J•4>

■■.

IB ■
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•< 
»

1

"in myopinion, no," Conklin replied.
The 14-mcmbcr advisory committee group was ap- 

' What wo hear the most in these hearings is a loss of pointed by President Clinton this year to investigate 
trust" in the government, he said. radiation experiments and dclibeiate radiation releases

Panelists offered some comments on the direction of during the Cold War. 
criminal ads were committed and to provide victims with their work, which is about half finished. Tire committee will write a final report next year on the

The committee plans to push for complete declassifica- ethical implications of the research.

—---------------------------- -_____________________=tk-. ■ ■ v _________________

W
&
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u

panel.
It will be important for the White House to admit

compensation, Schroetcr s:rd.



;Radiation: Thousands may be victims
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bile bom the jnvetnmfnl. Al Cnwn- 
Itnuett. thf) lud hl* kid} *U1f>plied. InoHng 
iuDj for r>d!>tlon pt obit rm. 1h» lulopjy

plMHi Stncr I MS. hf h»t hid t«o militmni bt»ln 
lumnri. Ill d»' elop'd I tumor on eirjt lotfe. he

Connett Anil Sm-icc eonlrihrtcJ to thu report.

I

• □i I PL-n:d hosier red.' said (Neo Ihompsm. 
v no b'e' neat Fikeion

for )< vtt-l th: Rirden resident worked in the 
speesij team Ur. handl'd ptoblems at the latiity 
thil non erriihes itranhtm lor nuclear pc* er

I

i. covttvvni moM i *ct ai
' it1:. Ant1 iher fenih Imts evenxhmp " 

t lie was cwntmed r ’990 «iu multiple mvein- 
; tni. i tjp* o. otond inf u>n? trnte: tnat an b» 
j owed pi eittwve ewtsure th X ran.
| Fj;hir< Cases o! Fen InoriM, who retired 

fron: th: Ar Forte tn !97F. Mid h* su’tets health 
problem' beari't ht tool pert m cle>nirp o! th* 
hbrsr.jl! blind' n th* South I t.'-.iit.

Al hkeicc. nome of the I orttmoinh Gaseous 
ttfrusron F’ian’_ former workers and nejfhtxrs of 
th* fatflrry snout BP miies essi o' Ctnemnati uked 
of ret'ese' of radtnarme pivs. timspe of hifld' 
tariiiurrt'e nrrrf waste' on site and arrntrnit 
Btvonwf iiotl.e.’t

'1 rot so ttr.Lsminsied thit I spent loir cays in 
th* snow ers ... smibomc me down with bon;

Fermld o'-jdab km'» tatblion to.-.:.rii:nati«r 
was in Lira. CnwFord s tinhnr riir lor linn 
tears helnte Diet told her fenih. Mid CraHnrd of 
Crrsbi lownthtp. riresinent o' F enuld hesid-nts 
ierr F.mntermenu.’ Saletr and Health lie; family s 
well it now shut down.

In Cemtille. at what ir-*d to t>* Gen-ral 
Hnspitaf. nriirrn: ranter ratient' were trrrttmt 
Irrph dov n: radiation — all without triioitii'd 
consent — 11 leisures told the panel tn emotional 
ttsumony.

"Mr mother Lad a ven distinrtive handwrit- 
hif..’ said Heth 1 ano of lure Hill, whose motl'-r. 
lima Chn* wri pati-nt tin tlif. tn te-.ti ho:n t"Ml 
to 1971 at what is now Utmersni Hospital "I 
could show vou a consent form (that J re found in 
her medical records). 1 re looked at r.. and she 
didn't sni it."

Fadan said that tiespile ptopess in unra.-tliin|t 
documentation on the dzndesune tests, th: mne 
millee fates "sipnifiant roadblocks’ in pinion 
lecew In Sectel dorumenti al the U.S d-patl- 
menis n! Fortts and llefrnte.

") r. jjs: a dumb hillbilh. bif and I'jonj. 1 nM i 
what lher were looimf lot." he aaid. ‘1 would do 
tnivjnp they told me;'

Tnat s «na: the pnvernment was totmunf on, 
Mid Gen; Btanh’.m itte president n! the Frrnald 
Atomi: Trades and Labcr toundl Workers at 
Femald. a former uranium proeessinp plant IB 
miies northwest of Ctnmnari whn died had their 
Indies taken In th: U.S Iransutanhm and I ham­
urn Reprsures in Richland. W ash

Tissue samples were examined, but results 
weren't released, be said. And famines who had 
hoped tn pre then relatives a tlrcml burial were 
lefi without a Iwelv o: an errJanation.

"Ine bepartment of Lnetp did al' ties without 
the erformed consent of workers and any sitrnnop 
spouses " he said ■'Ant! it s stil! pomp on today." 

Al Mix-nisbmp <5 miles north of Cincinnati, 
firanham told of Ihotium. plutonium, trilintm and 
brilitum contamination of at least one Mound 
worker who died in 19S7. He and other union 
leaders kept th* body of 45-s ear-old BJ Carpenter 
of Cirbsle iwis hoin the

Mid. from trailEnp; tivouph radioactive spates to ipedfiaDi for radiation probl____ .... . . ,

check or. mahtnrtKnmp nh es. war performed in Canadi.
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it was not known the releases were 
, or that they involved fuel made at

Oak Ridge also Created dangerous clouds

“Copyright 1394, The Spokesman-Review

By Karen Dom Steele ■ ' ,
Staff writer ' ■’ the Oak Ridge test several months before the

• Hanford's Green. Rirn wasn't an isolated test, .

US. Air Force, t .
. 1. The military eiperitndnt that spewed a daoger- Contlnued: Hanford/A16

S • Xi '

ennessee experiment
Hanford.

The tests were conducted to give the Air Force 
"experiedee in following ... a cloud of radioactive 
material,” according to newly released sections of 
a 1950 Hanford report.
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In both tests, heavy clouds of radioactive ibdine 
131 from the weapons facilities were ejected 
without public warning.

• Hanford's Green. Rirn wasn t an isolated test, . Although it has been known for two years that 
acconlingjo information newly declassified by the ; (|,e Air Force tracked radiation clouds at Oak

• ' : Ridge, it 
er- deliberate,

-----------------------------------fc--------------

1949 radiation release linked to/lj
ous radiation cloud over Eastern Washington on 
Dec. 2, 1949, was linked to a similar test al the 
government’s Oak'Ridge, Tenn., nuclear plant.

The new information reveals (bat 140 "slugs” of 
irradiated nuclear fuel from Hanford were used for

Greed Run.
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Victims’ relatives to inform feds

situation is important," Mouaso

»

%

.•

?

: •

i
»

■ill!

%

■}:

1
1

■1t

said.
The M-nirniber presidential

.?

j ■ 

.. \

I. ‘sun I) A ¥, JA1111A R Y_H. I ■> S 

rw 8C

$

A

1

8

. ■■ 
ff ■ ; 
if ; :

rrinrdies for nbnsm of huinnn so.1’ 
jcrla in past experitnenfa and poll
rira Io improve ethical practices in 
research. 

__ ____ Keller said I’arenlcais will ask
conimiltee of esperta in the areas of whether individuals consented to be 
hioelliiin, rpidetnioloflY, l"'v
nuclear medicina wan appointed Inst
year.

ip
v" •.

F ■ 
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spokesman.
"This is one of many sources of 

information wo have about experi­
ments," Keller said.

The Rochester Radiation Vic­
tims Survivors Group is made up of 
relatives of individuals injected with 
phitonhim al Sfronn Memorial I Ion- 
pital. It meets once a month to share 
information about the issue, said its 
founder, Jerry Mouaso.

"Any light we can shed on this

involved in llw i xpetimr-nln, win lb 
er they undrtnlood what was la inr 
done and what the purpose of the 
experiments was.

"We've heard from people from 
every corner of thia < otmlty, Kvllr r 

said.
Eleven Rochenfcr-nrca patients 

nt Strong were injected with plulo-

The committee’s charter in-
chlden the invcntif.nlion of experi
menla conducted since Ifit'Z with
ionizing radiation and the inventign-
lion of sirecific intentional releasen
of radiation into the environment. ----------- -
'Hie committee also will recommend nium in 1945 and RMG. U

IkSIIIRITY SALEMY
si ai i mil rut______ ___

A staff member of the presiden- 
li.nl panel investigating Cold War 
tnrlialinn experimenfn on humans 
vrll meet today with a Rim heater- 
area srip|mrt group to gather Infor­
mation.

Patricia Parcnlcsis of President 
t Imton's Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments will 
interview members of the local 
group to supplement the documents 
the committee already has, said 
Lanny Keller, the committee

J

DEMOCRAT ANi) ciiRONiCLE, ROCISTE1CN.V.

/b.



Study of radiation experiments continues

*

speaks to Rochester Radiation Victims Survivors Group yesterday.

seven other pel 
UK hospitals.
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■l CBy CORYDON IRELAND 
STAFF WRJTtR

ethics guidelines for future research.
Eleven pntienta at a Strong Me­

morial Hospital metabolism unit 
during 1945 and 1946 were unwit­
tingly injected with plutonium, a 
radioactive substance used to make 
atomic bombs.

The experiment also involved 
seven other natlente in three other 
UK hospitals. It was intended to 
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Radiation report* Patricia Perentesis, a government investigator,

Investigator hears 

area families’ stories

Stories the medical recorris can't 
tell — that’s what federal radiation 
investigator Patricia J. Perentesis 
was after in Mendon yesterday.

She spent the day at a private 
house in this rural suburb inter­
viewing members of six Rochester- 
area families whose mothers, fathers 
and uncles — now all dead — were 
injected with plutonium during a 
federal Cold War radiation experi­
ment 50 years ago.

Three months ago, the families 
formed the Rochester Radiation 
Victims Survivors Group, now part 
of the Task Force on Radiation and 
Human Rights, a national associa­
tion of 24 groups representing radia­
tion experiment victims and their 
surviving families.

"The biggest thing is to give the 
most open, complete story all the 
way around,” said Perentesis, a con­
sultant with President Clinton's 
Advisory Committee on Human Ra­
diation Experiments.

The committee, after a year of 
meetings and research, will unveil a 
"thick,” multivolume report on 
April 23, she said.

‘The main object is to clear out 
all the secrecy.”

The committee’s mission: to in­
vestigate Cold War radiation ex­
periment* on humans, suggest rem­
edies for victims and recommend
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establish radiation exposure stan­
dards workers.

Yesterday’s face-to-face inter­
views may answer questions that 
decadea-old medical charts and lab­
oratory results cannot, said Peren 
tests, a registered nurse and nuclear 
medicine technician. Included: what 
chronic physical complninta the pa 
tienta may luive suffered after the 
injections.

"The families here have been 
cheated, one way or another," said 
Milton Stadt, a retired Kodak ma 
chinist from Victor, whose mother, 
Janet, was injected in 1946. "Every­
one here is a victim.”

Children whose parents may 
have been sickened by the injec­
tions, he said, were deprived of eco­
nomic opportunity because their 
parents’ incornen were limited by 
sickness. Children were also de 
prived of their parents’ time, energy’ 
and attention.

Perentesis said her own feelings 
about the experiments arc "mixed.”

"There was definitely informa­
tion retrieved. It was beneficial to 
everyone,” she said.

“I’m not saying it was right or 
wrong, but (researchers) definitely 
garnered information that not 
wasted.” 
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Prisoner Irradiation Probed
Tests Among Riskiest of Cold War Era

3y Gary Lee

f ,

prison.

COItll':Hh

term risks.
The experiments have drawn 

some attention m the past, m a law­
suit by 20 former prisoners in 1976 
and in a 19 So congressonal study. 
But detailed information about the 
experiments was buned until recent­
ly in classified documents and confi­
dent^ pa dots. This report is based 

on interviews with surviving partici­
pants. prison officals and medicai re­
searchers. as well as federal records.

On Monday, in an attempt to shed , 
further light on the prisoner studies, 
the Advisor.- Committee on Human 
Radiation Expenments. appointed by 
the White House, is scneduled to 
hold a field hearing in Spokane.

Wash. The 14-member committee, 
appointed after Energy Secretary 
Hxzei R. Oleary brougnt the issue 
ai fedeai ^tnauon tests on humans 
to national attention la«st year, is 
charged *rth determining whether 
financial compensation, medical 
tests or other kinds of follow-up 
should be given to participants.

Of the hundreds of federally spon­
sored Cold War research projects in­
volving decberate human exposure 
to radiaticn. including a senes in­
volving retarded children' in Boston 
and another using aborted fetuses in 
Chicago, the prisoner studies stand 
out as some of the most shocking. 
The testices are especially sensitive 
to radiation damage because they 
contain rapidly dividing cells that
produce sueim. ■

Damage to chromosomes in the 
cells of a man's testicles can cause 
infertility, raise the nsk of testicular 
cancer anc increase the chances his 
children wtil have birth defects.

Using an X-ray device, research­
ers beamed varying doses of radia­
tion on the prisoners’ testicles. They 
later took hopsies to determme the 
effect of the irradiation. An article 
published a a saenunc journal by 
fy-Mtarehert who conPucted the tests < 
said some cf the prisoners were ex­
posed to much as 640 rads, a poten­
tially fata; amount if spread over the 
whole body.

Bibeau s dose was 18W rads; an 
average modem X-ray ranges be-

tomy. recommenoed by k - ■ 

to present them from l>;' 
dren because of the Hr I- ' ‘ : 1 
fects from their radiatK'ii«

For Bibeau. a forw 
was-a mance to perfum-
duty. T was just told thz» » .. ?
way to serve my couni • < 
thougr. was in prison.-' he 
'.And I bought it."

had persistent rashes and a painful 
lump on his tesuces. Bibeau repons 
lumps on his upper thigh and hack. 
Another paruopant reported one of 
his tesades became attached to his 
acrotEm as a resuh of one of the bi­
opsies.

The participants also express an­
ger about their use as guinea pigs 
and the lack of adequate medicni

'We can be blamed for being 
duped, but nobody ever sat us down 
and explained what the tests were 
all about and what the complication!, 
were." Garrison said. "But worst of 

- all is the deceit that we’ve been sub­
jected to afterwards. I can’t even get 
a docmr to diagnose my problems, 
let alone give me treatment for 
them. I shouldn't have to scream to 
get some kind of results. I'm a hu­
man being too."

“I took part in the tests and now 
I’m in a lot of pain." said King, who 
works at odd jobs in Portland. "I 
don’t know what Pm owed, but I 
think Fm owed something."

Some of the pnsooers have also 
experienced psychological problems, 
said Catherine Knox, director of 
health services for Oregon's Depart­
ment of Correcaon. "Apparently, no 
one tbocgnt about the effect it would 
have on prisoners to have their testi­
cles irradiated.* she said. As a result, 
"some have had questions ab'”'t 
their sexual onentauon." she added.

Mos: of the former prisoners in­
terviewed have worked to establish 
new ■ires and to steer clear of fur­
ther trouble with the law. Bibeau is 
mamed and has a 10-year-oid son. 
Gamsan. originally jaded for armed 
assaud. is a grandfather who nw 
his home-maintenance business.

They gave various reasons for 
volunteering for the experiments. 
For Hiu. it was a chance to cam ex­
tra case.

Bessies the $5-a-month stipend, 
parccmants received extra cash 
biopsies and for undergomf, a v.t r- 

>. i , $ 
, • t

Phillip King, 54. wno took part in- 
the tests r. 1969 as a state prison in­
mate in Salem, Ore., complains of 
groin pairs so severe he sometimes 
has trou:;e sitting down. Robert 
Garrison. 54, another former Ore­
gon inmate who recaLs repeated ra­
diation exposures over several 
weeks in tie late 196-2-s. said he has

1U
PORTLAND. Ore.—On Sept. 29.

1965. Haxcdd Bibeau walked out of
his cell at Oregon State Prison and
onto center stage in one of the dark­
er dramas of American Cold War
history.

Summoned to a prison laboratory.
the 23-year-oid inmate lay down in a

. coffin-like box and lowered his testi­
cles into water. Then, researchers
dehberately exposed them to a dose
of radiation stronger than 20 mod­
ern diagnostic X-rays would give.

The experiments were part of a
decade-long research project in the
1960s and 1970s. using prison in­
mates here and in Washington state.
Funded by the Atomic Energy Com­
mission. forerunner of the Depart-
roent nf Energy, and foOoweO with
interest by scientists from the Na­
tional Aeronautics and Space Adnun-
istrauon. the tests were designed to
help determme how much radiation
U3. astronauts could bear during

According to federal of­
ficials familiar with them.

in all. testicles of more than 130
prisoners in the two states were ir­
radiated. Participation was volun­
tary. and the prisoners received
small stipencs and other cash pay­
ments for undergoing the tests but.
today, some of the former inmates

. say they were unaware of the long- tween 0.1 and 1 rad
The Washington state experi­

ments were halted in 1970. and the 
Oregon experiments ended in 1973. 
As detail lave emerged, a handful 
of survivr.? participants have come 
forward wrh a list of medical prob­
lems, inc: jemg prostate cancer, loss 
of vision and vascular iseases. some 
of which may have resulted from the 
expenmertts.
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Bibeau recalls Heller warned him 
the experiments couid result a "a 
burning feeling" for a couple of days 
and told him it was possible there 
might be "chromosomal complica­
tions. * Bibeau had a vasrcrnmy on 
Heller s recommendation. When he 
eventually mamed and warned chil­
dren. his wtfe underwent artdicaJ in­
semination. 'To this day I have no 
idea what chromosomal complica­
tions are.* Bibeau sard. "How on 
you have informed consent if you 
don't know what’s happening to 
you?"
’ In a 1976 deposition for a lawsuit 
brought by some Oregon inmates 
who took part in the experiments. 
Hrllrr testified hr "dtviriwti the 
possibility of radiation bum to the 
skin of the scrotum, and ... dis- ■ 
cussed the probability of chromo- 
wmal alterations and therefore, tfir 
vasectomy."

He also testified he mentioned 
■possibility of tumors of the testes. I 
didn't want to frighten them.* Heller 
said in his testimony. *so I saul tu­
mor. I may on occasion have said ' 
cancer." A total of about $6,000 was 
distributed to prisoners in settnug 
the suit.

About half the 131 participants 
have died. Knox said. A handful are 
still imprisoned at both paniapatuig 
institutions. In 19R7. the Oregon 
legislature passed a statute to pin 
nde follow-up tests to all survwors 
of Heller's experiments.

James Ruttenber. an assistant 
professor at the University of Colo­
rado Medical School, designed a p’e 
tocoi for the follow-up work. Ten 
participants have received checkups. 
Knox said, but the program has 
faded to receive fundmg.

Time is running out lor partici­
pants to receive medical attm»*’n.* 
Ruttenber said. Tor some >• 
ready be too late.*

that do not benefit them. Because 
prisoners are a captive poptcauon. 
they are not regarded as bemg in a 
position to give informed consent. 
Fletcher noted. Fletcher.- who feels 
the experiments were wrong even at 
the time. said. "In lotlsy'* world, 
they would not be possible.* Convict­
ed of killing a man wno tried to mo­
lest tan m 1963. Bibeau was sen-

■ tenced to 12 years in- an Oregon
■ state prison. In 1964. a fellow pris­

oner encouraged tarn to join the radi­
ation program.

Carl G. Heller, a medical re­
searcher at the Pacfic Norjrwest 
Research Foundation in Seattle, who 
was one of the developers of the 
birth control pill, began the radiation 
program in Oregon in the earls- 
1960s. Tlie brother of Walter W 
Heller, top economic adviser to 
President John F. Kennedy, Heller 
was well-known in the U.S. medical 
community. He died in 1982. C. Al­
vin Paulsen, a researcher at the Um- 
versity of Washington, oversaw par­
allel experiments in Washington. 
Paulsen and Mavis Rowley, a tanner 
assasiant to Heller, declined to be in­
terviewed for this article, or to ap­
pear at the federal hearings a Spo­
kane Monday.

More than three decades after his 
partidpauon. Bibeau. 52. now a de­
signer and draftsman living 3 Port­
land. recalls the expenments 3 detail. 
He remembers Heller for his oersua-^ 
sive manner and wing-tipped $noe<. 
He recollects the S5-a-month stipend 
he received was spent on cigarettes. . 
razors and candy. Above al Bibeau 
recounts in detail the "burning sensa­
tion he felt in his gre-n after receiving 
the radiation. "It was warm down" 
there.* he said. Tike I had been aytng 
out ia the sun for too iong.* 

Bibeau and other par 
were asked to provce urme and se­
men samples to the -esearchers. .Af­
ter the radiation ezoosure. the sub­
jects were also subjected to regular 
biopsies.

The experiments involving prison­
ers in radiation tests—and other re­
search using mental patients, mem­
bers of racial minorities, pregnant 
vomcn and other vulnerable sub­
groups of the American popula­
tion—have raised questions about 
the ethical atandards uaed by re­
searchers at the time.
. "A reasonable person looking at 
the experiments, now would coo-

• elude that they were ethically 
wrong.* said John Fletcher, a profes­
sor of biomedical ethics at the the 
University of Virginia Medical 
School. *At that timp. however, the 
ethos among researchers was differ­
ent.* Fletcher said. “It was national­
istic. and well-funded, and there

• • wasn’t much scrutiny."
"tn order tn justify using prison­

ers. the researchers would have had 
to make a determination that they 
are somehow less than human or 
less important than the general pop­
ulation,’ said Dianne Bartels, actmg 
director of the Center for Biometa- 
cal Ethics at the University of Min­
nesota. Fletcher pointed out that un­
til the mid-1960s, few rales 
resinned medical researchers from 
designing experiments. And it was 
considered acceptable to subject 
prisoners, meptal patients or mem­
bers of mmonty groups to nsks that

• were not imposed on on the general 
population.

Since 1966. all National Institute* 
of Health-sponsored research pro- 

' jeers must be approved in advance 
by an moependent review board. 
Rules passed in 1978 bar use of pris­
oners ■ in any medical experiments
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 — Mili­
tary and nuclear energy officials 
were motivated by fear of lawsuits 
and unfavorable publicity in their 
decision to keep secret many experi­
ments using radiation on humans. 
Federal investigators have found. 

The President's Advisory Com­
mittee on Human Radiation Experi­
ments, the panel charged with un­
earthing the history of all govern­
ment-sponsored experiments in 
which radiation was used on hu­
mans, has found new documents 
showing that as early as 1947 public 
relations and legal considerations,. 
not security concerns, were princi-1 
pal motives in the decision of Fed­
eral officials to cover up radiation 
experiments.

In the past six months, the panel 
has searched out and logged hun- ■ 
dreds of thousands of papers on ex- 

• periments with humans, beginning 
in 1945 at the dawn of the atomic age. 

Until the panel began its work, the 
experiments were thought to have 
been scattered incidents, but the doc­
uments show that they were part of a 
plan that was debated and approved 
at high levels. It was also previously 
thought that there were only a hand­
ful of such experiments, but the pan­
el has found hundreds, from the de­
liberate release of radiation into the , 
air to the injection of people with 1 
radioactive plutonium.

The most recent documents un­
earthed at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee show that, 
officials of the military and the; 
Atomic Energy Commission at first 
sought to declassify reports of ex­
periments on humans, in accordance 
with public statements that scientif­
ic reports should not be secret. 

For example. Dr. Alan Gregg, the 
chairman of one of the committees 
that oversaw the human experi­
ments, wrote in May 1947: "A policy 
of secrecy in science is neither per­
sonally courageous nor politically 
wise. As Lord Acton said. Power 
corrupts, and absolute power cor­
rupts absolutely.’ "

But at
shall, a declassification officer with 
the Atomic Energy Commission, 
wrote in February 1347 that a scien­
tific paper outlining experiments in 
which two people were injected with 
plutonium sr.ouid not be declassified.

"This document appears o be 
most dangerous since it describes 
experiments performed on human 
subjects, including the actual injec­
tion of the metal, plutonium, into the 
body," he wrote.

He noted that there was no state­
ment in the paper about whether the . 
patients experimented on had given 
their consent, and concluded: “The 
experimenters and the employing 
agencies, including the U3-. have 
been laid open to a devastating law­
suit, which would, through its attend­
ant publicity, have far-reaching re­
sults.'’

It has long been suspected that 
legal and public relations concerns 
helped drive the ethical debate over 
the experiments on humans, and the 
advisory committee in recent weeks 
has found many memorandums sub­
stantiating that.

On Oct. 8, 1947, J. C. Franklin, the 
manager of operations of Oak Ridge, 
wrote to Carroll L. Wilson, general 
manager of the atomic agency, 
‘‘There are a large number of pa­
pers which do not violate security 
but do cause considerable concern to . 
the Atomic Energy Commission in­
surance branch, and may well com­
promise the public prestige and best 
interests of the commission.”

He added: “Papers referring to 
levels of soil and water contamina­
tion surrounding Atomic Energy 
Commission installations, idle spec- i 
ulation on the future genetic effects : 
of radiation and papers dealing with J 
potential process hazards to employ­
ees are definitely prejudicial to the j 
best interests of the Government, j 
Every such release is reflected in an 
increase in insurance claims, in­
creased difficulty in labor relations ! 
and adverse public sentiment."

He ordered that any such docu­
ments be edited or kept secret.

The advisory committee investi­
gators said that documents so far 
found that an official as highly 
placed as Dr. Shields Warren, head 
of the medical division :n Washing­
ton, had classified human exjieri- 
ments because of public relations or 
legal implications.

The investigators said the classifi­
cation on that basis may have been 
illegal, but have not yet determined 
which laws would have governed the 
classifications carried cut in the 
1940‘s.

The advisorv committee staff also 
found documents in whten military 
officials at the Oak Ridge laboratory' 
discussed what to do accut workers 
at the Tennessee-Eastman factory 
who were experiencing kidney dis­
ease and tuberculosis at a htgher- 
than-usual rate.

A memorandum frerr 
neering officer on July 2" 
that a kidney disease v:c 
aware of her condition wn-h now 
shows up on routine physical check 
and urinalysis.”
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From the Front Page

risks to the public?

b<»w imliiKictive gases IxhavciJ in tire sleep valley* of 
Tennessee usd the rolling plains of Eastern Washington. the story of (he Green Run release, sent in csborated U.000 curies of raJioactr.d 

when the U.S. Department iodine 131 into Eastern Washington. The radionctive gaj

I

T

Tf-tion Action League of Spo-

I
I ship uwd for the Oak Ridge 
ohr<r and the (radiation) Activity

It gave details of the Hanford and Oak Ridge tests, but radiation did not disperse as inlemkd.

2 ; !

t

Hanford: Spokane’s air 

force base helped 
monitor radiation cloud

Corflnued bom Al

llw Air Fotcr iivd ific iwu r«|>r time fill Io otmpate

i /Run
■ (raneral Electric G>, lhe onnlrartot who ran 

Hanford for (he governmenl after World War (L war 
directly involved in plans for (he erperimeoL

■ The llunfotd fuel sluts uwd for the Oak Ridge 
ripeimiertl "were diwohrrl and the (radiation) nctiviCy 

followed down lhe vallrys in an aircraft"

but some key details remain a secret.
The Pentagon still refuses to identify the tnilitary unit 

or the Air Force personnel who participated io the lesls. 
"The Air Force is saying there are still 'awnpclling

on the other tesla, lire Air Force cnnsiileivd il so
•emitive that even its title was a secret.

In 1992, lhe Air Force finally released a sanitized customary 90 days was used, 
veroon of lhe report, titled “An Aerial Survey of
Radioactivity Associated With Atomic Energy Plants."

“7 hta agencies have been imbedded in 
Cold War secrecy for so long, they just 

can't give it up."

BartettBemsMl), pmfvmro/hularfal 

■ Stonfont Unnentty

reasons' to keep this secret." said Lanny Keller, a policy 1 
analyst with the Adviso^ Commit.ee on Human

ments will continue to pres* for more information on the declassifications da It also did not say lhe fuel used was 
— . . . „ „------------------j .----------- from Hanford.

The Oak Ridge repert identifiod the Special Weapons 
Group at Air Force headquarters as the sprmror of the 
aerial tests.

The newspaper and HEAL porsned further details, N>t (

wbat were the people who'were doing this thinking about Cenlralfotelligence Agency. '
,u---------cu-a wr- u--------•• ----------------- 1 ........... ,(oo)[ a H(juje

committee this year to obtain the new information

lire Green tluii. Hanford's single laigcst radiation

tion Etperiments.

The While House panel is investigating the history and 
ethic* of radiation tests conducted during the Cold War. 
Panel member* asked the Air Force to declassify the 

Green Run report.

lhe unidentified Air Force officials apparently in­
cluded high-level offiocr* from Washington, D.G, who 
flew to Spokane to participate in serial monitoring after 
the Green Run. They joined a crew Dying through the 
radiation cloud and de-
tor rrvt a "hot spot” near
Davenport on the nnrrning 
of Dec. 3, accmdmg to the 

Previously withheld.portions of the report made public report.

Friday also show that: ____ T„. „ 2.
■ The Galena Army Air Depot, fetor renamed Fair- War who reviewed the do

child, was dirooly involved. The base conducted a special' •" • ■
weather forecast before lhe Hanford tert and helped
rtooitor the radiation cloud that spread Io Spokane and 

beyond.
■ A weekend was chosen for the test “in order to 

minimize the comber of people in the area during and
inunediately iftrr" the Hanford test, railed the Green

of Energy released a report is absorbed by the thyroid gland, where il can cause 
that referred to it, but gave metabolic problems and cancer.
fewdelaih. By comparison, when less than Jfl curies of iodine 131

For years, lhe newspaper were ejected during the 1979 Three Mile Island aeddeht, 
and lhe Hanford Educi- sections of western Pennsylvania were evacuated. J 

tion Action League of Spo- lhe Green Run contaminated large sections rif W- 
kane sought additional in- lower Columbia River Valley. 1

formation through the Freedom of Infonnation Ad. Thyroid glands of animals “collected form the region*
In I9R8, lhe newspaper med DOE and forewl disclo- sforwesl radiation caposures Ml times higher than the 

lure of lhe 1951) reprrl, titled "Dissolving of Twenty D.iy h«er IWsct.r "tolerann:" drees allowed, annrding to 

Mela) il 1 fanford.’ ’he 195(1 repot I.
Il revealed many more details, including problems with 'Their 'tolerance thresholds' then exceed our emcr- 

widespread radiation exposure io lhe Hanford area after gency action levels today, when people would he 
the rest. It alto referred to "previous tests" of a similar evacuated and milk impounded," said Allen Conklin, a 
nature. t.idiiiiion potter lion ollir ial nt Washington's llepartou-nt

Flic newspaper joined HEAL in a watch for a report o( I Icallh
- - — • ■ - Hie ll.-inford tert was edted the Green Run hvennse a

ton of "green'' uranium cooled only 20 days instead of lhe

The Air Force admits in the report that weather 
conditions al Hanford were "nrtber poor” and the

The Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Expert didn't directly link them the way that the most recent
__ :n ______rcn rko rl«-laceifimfir*nc dn 11 rfirl nM eiw ihr furl

military tert*, said Dan Guttman, executive director.

"We are very pleased we are whittling away al this
information, bul we still need to keep an eye on (bo big 
picture,” he raid. .

"What was the overall program this was port of, and ^it a wall with censors at Air Forre Intelligence and lhe!

We haven'l answered that yet.'
Grillman said.

Io Marr-h I9H6. The rrlrnvrrl I tirl.ry 
Spokesman-Review broke 1

An expert on the Cold

dasiified report this week­
end criticized the military 
fot lhe continuing censor­

ship. -
'These agencies have

been imbedded in Cold War secrecy for so long, they jusl 
rani give il up,” Mid Barton Bernstein, professor nt 

hlaloty «l Slanfonl University.
"Here we ue in 1994, after lhe Cold Wnr, with a 

presidenlial commission that has difficulty getting materi­
al from American agencies,” Bernstein said.

A researcher who punned lhe itoiy of lhe Green Run 
for (lie Hanfiml Edncnliitn Action League of Spokane 

agreed.
“Il boggles the mind how lhe Air Force can legitimately 

claim that Identifying there unit* h still a matter of 
national security when we are helping Russia disarm and 
clean up," said Jim Thomas, now research director for the 
Hanford Health Information Network’s resource center 
inSe.ltle •»- • * '
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Insurance a&d pubUe rcUuoaa ia- 
•opC Fadsn said.
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forti to corwtrudt a full piemrs or

HanfoH HVeleaf 'Plant Jn Wuh-

CommillM members said that 
the PeatrU InUIMjmet. JLnncy

• and deeixmfy doctuetais ibcut lia • 
partlctp^Ucfl In the pUnnlnf at 
fornnmtQt-cporucred human ex*
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taunts eaoducUd by lha Dafsnse 
Daptrtaant ihouj* fallow, thr' 
strict coda at oudkal sthles that

. ssnberg trial*. Bui b« eLunfiid his 
dlwcUra •-top soertt.’*’which 
mtant that It could oat ba aharW
with, many lavnlTod la iha pro-', 
pirns,. • . ’ • •

• • ."That's on* at th< moot IntrTfu- .■
*»< and petpLrtj^ prubi.ma w« * 
•ama tm.wUhsaid Ruth Fidcn. a •' 
madlcal atHeist from Tohas Hop--'
kins UblrcHtty. named la lead th a 

'U-membar panaL ,"Ws irt hill 
' ®ylhf W fliura out why inyhody i 

ta !5*hl talnd would idopt in I
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staaever nich quesdbns u whsth-. 
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' was .ao mo thing wo'oughx to ba 

ra a nation." • • 
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'detMiaa. aotaa involving eeniar at-
> flclals, univeraity leaders and Lead-.
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vtn-whsn guidelines were .
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I

probably shipped organs 
for federal research •

U«.”without families’

:o declassify taousands of
documents revealing the govern-

In Colorado, state health offi-

See FIATS on 6A

I

would find this quite distant 
pirticulariy if it’s i loved one,” 
Voelz said. "Yet it’s been the base 

of much medical research through

BURNED BODIES
The bodies of some Rocky 

Hets lab workers were burned to 
ashes In a study performed at 
Loe Alamos National Laboratory 
for the Atomic Ener®r Commts- 
•ion.

The study imotved 11 whole 
cadavers. They werw onmadty 
nudeer workers at Rocky Rats, 
Los Alamos kt New Memeo and 
Hanford. Wash, The study was 
separate hum the one invoMng 
organ samples from Derrver- 
area reeds nts.

ly KaUe thrwhi ^i?o*.1fnow as the government^ reveals Cold

RMy Ma*ntai» .Vra? I Vaikmfton B»rr«*

WMNINCTOM — A dozen Den-
ver-area doctors and the Colorado
Health Department collected hu­
man organs in the 197Us for gov­
ernment studies on the effects of
plutonium.

The pathologists removed or-

Advisory Committee on Human 
Radiation
pushed to declassify thousands of

eouM m >h« p«ple rn«lt', role’ ta
raid find this quite distasteful, ments with humans.

Colorado body parts used for
I ’

Doctors, state officials PM from people after they died at the centuries. ■ ■■studies
gant from people after they died at the centuries, 
several Denver-trea hospitals. "If you want to call anybody|

The man who oversaw the re* who’s doing tissue work a bodyi, 
search at_^_AlwojJiationiL .snatcher, then there are a lot cf- 

, ----------— ui."
s of Jhe dead probably The revelations are coming out

w«e W.r7e^.: SMid^
ment.

But George Voelz, the former 
medkai director at Los Alamos, 
defended the research.



wtholofittt at then hotpitaJi,” 
voelz said. "My feeling is that*

f

Separate studies were done on »re trying to determine large enough for ini ”
some Rocky Flats workers after Aether the government’s re- plw. Insfde the?I™h 
they thed. For the general studies. ,e^ »»’ '^ical. shippinJ

researchers used body parts from . committee is looking into najApA f?efn
about 900 people across the coun- thecrtent to which people were i instruction S’T'
try. At least 247 of them died in w,thout their lotowledge or I sh*ets a”d «« P’thol-

weapons plants such as Rocky t01, Kieoc®> but we’re all sacred. 
Flats, IS miles northwest of down- we want to be part of a world
town Denver. Over the years, plu- where respect and dipity Is ac-
tonium has blown off the plant conted to people,” he said,
site, leaked into soil and water and ^ie committee unveiled docu-

. good number of samples from 
Denver in the pastmonth.’*

general permission for autopsies, 
Voelz said. .And Colorado iiealth ■ z

33

th<n-'.rPPe<‘ f0”"1*'’’bUj""1 lh'»w" 

ui«n to Lo, Almo,. Keording to Ing legally obtained consent 
r^’,.:,"rc’'rrt "r Bob Tnie, a health

officials believe the consent forms 
were adequate.

— — com­
mend you for the splendid effort 
f « •

indicate that we have received a

toq- tt, him. 

freezer for our use. The freezer is

“Our records show that the 

les us-

been released by fires.
The results of the. tissue stud­

ies showed no major differences 
in plutonium levels in bodies of 
people who lived in the Denver 
area and those people elsewhere.

Documents snow that re­
searchers were pleased to have so

ments Tuesday showing that the 
University of Colorado Health 
Sdences Center was a collection 
site for human bones used in sep­
arate studies on radioative fallout.

Voelz said that about two dozen 
pathologists across the country 
sent tissue samples to Los Ala-

•aid.

lut Voelz doubts the families 
knew that organ parts were being 

sent to government researchers.
“I don't know what was said by 

the attending physicians or the

The bodies were picked at ran- they (family members) probably 
dom so government scientists . did not know." •
could learn how plutonium affect- I Members of the president’s 
cd tiie public. 1 committee on human radiation

Jaco«. «. former manager 
at the department, helped set up 
^TSS’#hu’A,an’M-fI'

t0 him' 
1«« wndint - • . a

thVD^  ̂ a,TO the consent of som^ne thefr sheets.'

Scientists wondered if they ^“4” «id Dan Guttman, execu-
would find more plutonium in bod- committee,
les of people living near nuclear . rn,7 end up being used

many doctors collaborating with P103’ ^e,rly hJlf of the participat- 
them in the Denver area. • ,n8 doctors were in Denver. They

In an April 1971 letter to Dr practiced at major hospitals, in­
Richard E. Herrmann, who clutrnig Boulder Memorial Hospi- 
worked at St. Anthony Hospital, Boulder Ccmmunity Hospital, 
the director of the study at Los Lutheran Medical Center, Mercy 
**  Hospital, Rose Memorial Hospi­

tal. Swedish Medical Center and

cover in the pastmonth.
The JJociy Mountain Ntm was 

unable to reach Herrmann.
Families of people whose or­

gana were used mav have given 
general permission tor autopsies, 

'We don t even know who they 
^ere, Voelz said.
. Cwntofficxais at the Colora­

do Department of- Public Health 
and Eavu-omnent were not aware

practiced at major hospitals, in­
cluding Boulder Memorial Hospi-

Alamoe wrote, ”1 wish to

you have made on our behalf, and St. Anthony. 
_j.----- . Documents show the govern-

. ment planned to pay doctors S50 
for each set of tissue samples they 
provided.

ciala stored the orgvne in a freezer

the advisory conunittee. department spokesman?
Once at Loa Alamos, the body But Voelz doubts th< 

parts — lungs, livers, kidneys, 
lymph nodes and gonads — were 
cremated and the ash dissolved in 
add so scientists could measure
how much plutonium lad lodged 
in the body.

The bodies were picked at ran-

could learn how plutonium affect- I
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£of little use expert says
By BHl Slrauti

Saenger’s radiation tests
J 

9
years he spent conducting total body liradla- 
Uon research.

The experiment's. Neumann told the panel 
Monday, resulted In "very little of use" to 
the medical community. Saenger (ailed to so 
much as outline what he hoped tu acrom- 
pllsh on behalf of his 8R subjects.

And in same cases, the experiments 
proved immediately hnrinlut. One document 
before the panel HMintains that a cancer 
patient. Identified as Maud Jacobi, was 
home caring for her children nite, day in 1964 
when she was called to the hospital for treat­
ment. Ms. Jamas beentnt! "viiikmlly ill" the 
next day and died 25 days Inter.

WASHINGTON — Several members of a 
panel reviewing Cold War-era human radia­
tion experiments say Or. Eugene Saenger 
was more concerned with providing data In 
the Department n( Defense than addressing 
the suffering his patients at Cincinnati 
General Hospital.

At best, said Dr. Ron Neumann, senior 
policy analyst (or the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments, the UC 
rariiniogtsl was involved in “sloppy medical 
research" and “poor science" dunng the II



Healthy People Secretly Poisoned in 40’s Test

statements.

desirable to obtain a metabolic pic­
ture comparable to that of an active 
worker," according to the plan for 
plutonium injections at Rochester 
written in September 1945 by Dr. 
Wright Langham of the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory.

“The individuals chosen as sub­
jects were a miscellaneous group of 
male and female hospital patients 
for the most part with well-estab­
lished diagnoses,” said one docu-

Bassett, who carried out some injec­
tion experiments. “Patients with 
malignant disease were also omitted 
from the group on the grounds that 
their metabolism might be affected 
in an unknown manner.”

At least 3 of the anginal 11 pa­
tients given plutonium at Rochester 
were still alive and 2 were being 
treated by doctors at Rochester in 
1971, the documents showed.

But Dr. Langham, who helped 
write the experimental plans and 
oversaw them, suggested in public 
papers after the expenments that 
the patients had been terminally ilL

He wrote in a 1950 paper that most 
subjects were “suffering from 
chronic disorders such that survival 
for 10 years was highly improbable.” 
In a public statement at a chemical 
conference in 1956, he said the pa­
tients were “hopelessly sick."

The patients in the experiments, 
carried out from 1945 to 1947, were 
never told they were being experi­
mented on, according to reports Dr. 
Patricia Durbin wrote for the Atom­
ic Energy Commission in 1971 after 
interviewing Dr. Langham and oth­
ers who conducted the experiment.

Dr. Bassett put the radioactive 
materials in syringes without telling 
doctors making the injections that 
they were injecting radioactive ma­
terials.

era.
The latest batch of documents, ob­

tained mostly from Yale University,
the National Archives and the De­
partment of Energy, were a sur­
prise, said Stephen Klaidman, a
committee spokesman, "because we
had no idea that the subjects of these
experiments were not terminally ill,
not suffering from cancer, and may
not even have been chronically ill.”
He added, “They were doing experi­
ments of unknown risk on people ment written in 1950 by Dr. Samuel 
who potentially had a full long life
ahead of them.”

At the University of Rochester, 11
patients were injected with plutoni- •
um, 6 or more were injected with

By PHILIP J. HILTS

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 18 — Some 
patients injected with small 
amounts of radioactive substances 
in experiments at the University of 
Rochester at the dawn of the atomic 
age were not terminally ill, accord­
ing to documents unearthed by a 
Presidential panel.

The findings contradicted state­
ments by the expienmenters that the 
patients had not been expected to 
live very long, said the panel, the 
President’s Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Exjsenments, 
which made the documents public 
today. The panel also said patients 
were not informed of the experi­
ments.

In connection with the Manhattan 
Project to build the atomic bomb, at 
least 31 patients were injected with 
radioactive plutonium, uranium, po­
lonium, americium or zirconium, the 
advisory committee determined.

Robert Loeb, public information 
director at Strong Memonai Hospi­
tal of the University of Rochester 
Medical Center, said that the experi­
ments had indeed been conducted 
there but all patients and research­
ers involved were now dead.

The investigating committee, a 
panel of ethicists, historians and sci­
entists, was appointed by President 
Clinton to search ail Government 
agencies for information about ex­
periments on humans using radia­
tion. The action came after Congres­
sional hearings and a disclosure in 
1993 by The Albuquerque Tribune of 
experiments in which plutonium was 
injected into 18 people.

After months of searching, the 
committee has collected about 200 
cubic feet of documents that have 
led to a revision of the medical and 
ethical history of the early atomic

New documents 
undercut doctorsf

uranium, and 5 were given polonium. 
At least nine other patients at other 
universities and hospitals around the 
country received similar single in­
jections of radioactive substances.

Scientists did not choose terminal­
ly ill patients for the expenments at 
Rochester, as some of them said 

• later, but selected relative?.' healthy 
hospital patients, including an 18- 
year-old boy, to be injected with plu­
tonium, uranium and other radioac­
tive substances, the documents 
show. The expenments were intend­
ed to show what type or amount of 
exposure would cause damage to 
normal people in a nuclear war.

“It is of primary imjaortance that 
the subjects have relatively normal 
kidney and liver function, as it is
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A presidential comnussion yester­
day made public a once-classified 
1951 Defense Department document 
in which occais proposed that exten­
sive biomecxai research and experi­
ments be conducted on humans in­
voked in atomic weapons tests.

The President's Advisory Commit­
tee on Human Radiation Experi­
ments. created by President Clinton 
to investigate such activity, has not 
found any implementation orders for 
the proposed experiments.

But the memo, recovered from the 
National .Archives, indicates that sol­
diers involved in atomx weapons test­
ing may have been unwitting medical 
gmnea pigs, according to a committee 
stan member. At yesterday’s public 
meeting, the committee also released 
documents indicating that despite 
public demals, as earty as 1947 the 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC1 
had a poiicv m place for conductmg 
radianon experiments on humans.

The group released internal gov­
ernment memoranda mom rhe eariy 
1950s that show a contentious, classi­
fied debate raging at the Defense De­
partment’s highest levels over wheth­
er the Pentagon should adopt an 
ofical policy to address the use of hu­
man subjects in medical experiments 
involving ranioacove materials.

“There are whoie chapters in 
bioethics textbooks that will be writ­
ten on this.* said Jonathan Moreno, a 
committee staff member and bioeth­
ics professor from the State Univer­
sity of New York Health Science 
Center at Brooklyn.

The panel, commissioned earlier 
tins year foilowing revelations that 
the U.S. government had exposed 
sometimes unwitrmg human test 
subjects to radiation, has until April 
of next year to examme fully the his-

i
i

3.t. s 
crjLrr.an :: 
-r. 2 opera::

I

tercay pr 
dow on a 
Amer.c; 
ethos of was miside:

cie Saturcay about the bett­
ing if the director of M.n- 

He :s tie 
the soup kitm- 
r committee.

news service that AEC "has never 
sponsored a medical research pro­
ject where human beings are used 
for experimental purposes."

Yesterday, however, the commit­
tee released a 1947 letter from AEC 
General Manager Carroll L. Wilson 
to a University of California profes­
sor that sets standards for patient 
consent in forthcoming radiation 
tests.

The committee also disclosed a
1947 order from an AEC official 
classifying as "secret” ail documents 
referrmg to "experiments with hu­
mans’ because they "might have ad­
verse effect on public opinion."

Also released was a collection of 
memos written by defense officials 
expressing concerns about a bio­
chemical warfare gap developing be­
tween the United States and the So­
viet Union, and railing for "increased 
testing” of biochemical and radioac­
tive weapons on humans.

Other memos detail how various 
agencies locked horns over whether 
written ethical standards should be , 
established. In 1953. then-Secretary j 
of Defense Char.es E. Wilson signed j 
off on guidelines proposed by the ■ 
Armed Forces Medical Policy Coun­
cil Hwr were in keeping with the Nu­
remberg Code.

Also yesterday, the committee 
heard from Sen. Tony de Brum of the 
Marshall Islands, the site of several 
postwar U.S. atomic bomb tests. He 
said that based on a preiimuiary re­
view at documents from the cepart- 
ments of Energy and Defense, there 
is “no doubt in my nund that Marshall­
ese mrens have been used for radia­
tion research" by the U.S. govern­
ment.
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ORNL quit ’50s uranium study
Project was unethical, retired official says

nt al a MaMachuaetu hospital headed the health phyaica pro- tlon. All of the patients reportedly tea at Massachusetts General experiments, Morgan said.

e islve and harmful to the coma- ited with developing early stan- the lime of the injections. determining individuai tolerances Iten," be said, "and I did not ap«
n-e recipients. Dr. Karl Z. Mor- dards for radiation protection.
:i n said Friday. I used to establish occupational unethical manner.

_____ standards for Die government's
Knoxville March 2 at budding nuclear Industry.

 ------.—( “There were many thousands

OfV study and not conducting It kt a to 1V37, according to a report pre- experiments are one of (be pro-
-rrm,---------J f proper manner,’’ said Morgan, i------------------------- --------------- ““ ------.—.

■ who b now retired. He formerly I

fi tr learning the doses were ex- firam at ORNL and b often cred- were In comas or ceml-comas at Hospital in Boston were helpful to 
. _ t _. — — J 6. — A .a a _ a a fa a «a a a a • _ _ _ a a _ . aa.ae ._ Waa a a - a • . ’ ^a » aa a aa a a a.*"

n-e recipients. Dr. Karl Z. Mor- dards for radiation protection. The Presldanlb Advisory to uranium? He said results were prove of getting InfonnaHon In an
i a said Friday. Terminally III braln-cancor pa- Committee on Human Radiation used to establish occupational unethical manner.*’

' W« would have nothing n>or« tltnls st MaMAchuAcIli General mfll kold Bnari-fliy atandards (or llx (OvcmmtrU** •ddhlon io aaaaaakig bow'
, do with It because we fell they Ho3.pilal in Boston were injected f
.ire injuring patients In this with uranium solutions from 1*32 the Radiaaon hotel. The uranium
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORDS MANAGEMENT

PHIL CAPLAK^wIFROM:

Box 1:

Box 2:

Box 3:
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Clips; Interim Reports- ACHRE; Stakeholder Workshop Parts I and II; 
Report on Human Radiation Experiments Associated with the Department 
of Energy; Final Report of the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act 
Committee; Interim Report of the ACHRE; Final Report of the ACHRE

Agendas, Search Group Meetings, Summary; ACHRE: First Meeting and 
Startup; Indemnification of Contractors; Marshall Islanders; GAO Letter; 
University of Rochester; Presidential Memo- Establishment of Advisory 
Committee; Working Groups/ Committees; Committee Vacancy; 
Committee Vacancy Letters; Atomic Vets; Presidential Memorandum: 
Human Subject Review; Resumes; Patient Interview Study;
Compensation; FOIA Requests; Phone Numbers and Sign-ins; Conference 
Call Summaries; Nasopharyngeal Radiation; Green Run- DOD; Early 
Talking Points; ACHRE Minutes; Anything Congressional; Markey 
Report/ CIA Report; Records Retrieval Hotline/ Directives to Agencies

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

The attached three boxes contain the following material relating to the Human Radiation 
investigation:

Working Documents: Compensation Subcommittee of Legal Issues 
Working Group (1/10/94); Victims Task Force; Research; October 3,
1995 Event; Administration’s Response to ACHRE Report; Claud Bailey; 
Governor Leavitt (UT)/ Dugway Proving Ground; NBAC; Journal Issues 
Contributed by Dr. Faden to ACHRE; Clips; Dr. Saenger/ Cincinnati; 
Performance of Staff Committee Members; Miscellaneous; Briefing Book 
Number 2; Briefing Book Volume 15
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Friday

Phil:

Dan Guttman asked that I send this to you.

He said, re: the next-to-the-last graf. that it’s good news and bad news editorial.

Also. Jennifer Eplett sends her regards from Baton Rouge.

Lanny Keller
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SUBJECT: SOME EXPERIMENT SUBJECTS WERE HEALTHIER THAN REPORTS ..

Time:Date: 01/19/95 08:47

Some Experiment Subjects Were Healthier Than Reports Suggested

Elgie Holstein
National Economic Council

»•

WASHINGTON (AP) Some of the patients subjected to medical 
experiments with radioactive plutonium in the 1940s were selected 
even though they suffered from no chronic or terminal illnesses, 
government investigators have discovered.

Previously released reports suggested that the 18 civilians who 
were injected with plutonium during the early years of the Cold War 
had been selected because they were severely ill with a ''high 
probability'' of dying within years.

While several of the patients died within months in some cases 
a few weeks of the injections, others lived many years. Seven 
patients lived 10 years or more after the experiments and three 
lived more than 30 years.

Documents unearthed by the presidential Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments, suggest that one reason for the 
longevity was that some of the patients actually were relatively 
healthy with no terminal or chronic illnesses.

The findings were to be discussed at a hearing today by the 
advisory panel, which was created last year to look into the 
ethical ramifications of the 18 plutonium cases and other radiation 
experiments involving humans during the early years of the Cold 
War.

The 1940s plutonium experiments were kept secret for decades. 
Although referred to in a congressional report in 1986, they did 
not become widely known until last year when The Albuquerque 
Tribune published a series of stories that for the first time 
identified some of the victims.

The stories caught the attention of Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Leary and the Clinton administration, which ordered a search of 
documents on human radiation experiments in general during the Cold 
War years. The advisory panel was charged with evaluating the 
ethical ramifications surrounding such tests.

The new documents, obtained from committee sources Wednesday, 
showed that research protocol for the plutonium experiments did not 
require that the subjects be either chronically or terminally ill.



In fact, some of the documents suggested that several of the 
first experiments involved patients who were not in danger of 
dying, investigators concluded.

In other cases among 11 experiments conducted at the University 
of Rochester, researchers made "a deliberate choice'' ... to 
choose patients with non-malignant diseases in order to more 
closely model normal human metabolism, according to a committee 
staff summary.

But the documents also confirmed that in at least one case a 
patient's illness was diagnosed incorrectly. The case involved a 
49-year-old woman who was diagnosed as being critically ill, but 
later was found to ''have a greater life experience than originally 
anticipated.''

Besides Rochester, experiments were carried out at the 
University of Chicago; the University of California, San Francisco; 
and at the government's Oak Ridge nuclear facility in Tennessee. 
The 18 patients ranged in age from 4 to 69 years.

In reviewing a series of newly uncovered documents on the 
plutonium tests, investigators also found:

That researchers frequently selected patients with chronic 
arthritis or cancer, but only if they had relatively normal kidney 
and liver function so that they resembled more closely the 
metabolism of an active worker.

That researchers discussed in detail the need to find some 
terminal patients so that they could be injected with unusually 
high dosages as much as 50 to 95 micrograms of plutonium, 10 to 
20 times the amount injected in healthier patients.

That the military may have been reluctant to declassify the 
plutonium experiments, in part because some of the subjects' 
illnesses may have been misdiagnosed or their severity exaggerated.

Investigators said the documents also reinforced the widely held 
belief that none of the patients was ever told any details about 
the experiments, including the fact that they were being injected 
with deadly, highly radioactive plutonium.
APNP-01-19-95 0848EST
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Judge Says Radiation Lawsuits May Go to Trial

APNP-01-12-95 0830EST

(Cincinnati) — A federal judge says relatives of cancer 
patients used in Cold War radiation experiments at a Cincinnati 
hospital can sue the researchers.

U-S District Judge Sandra Beckwith rejected researchers' 
argument that they are entitled to immunity because they had 
received Pentagon funding.

She wrote that the relatives — and the one survivor among the 
patients -- deserve to go to trial because of indications the 
government treated its citizens like ‘‘laboratory animals.'1

Between 1960 and 1972, at least 88 patients with inoperable 
cancer received large doses of radiation at the former Cincinnati 
General Hospital. The relatives and lone survivor say the patients 
were never told the study was done to determine what effect 
radiation might have on soldiers.

No trial date has been set.



ANSWER: Last year, I appointed an Advisory Committee on Human 
Radiation Experimentation, made up of leading scientists, health 
professionals, and ethicists, to find out the truth about exactly 
what happened with radiation experiments done on people during 
the Cold War. In fact, that Committee held a public meeting in 
Cincinnati last October to hear directly from the public. On 
April 21st of this year, the Committee will issue its final 
report about the experiments and about what should be done now 
for the families of anyone who was mistreated. I also directed 
all the departments of the government to dig up and disclose all 
the old records of the experiments. As a result, millions of 
pages of records have been uncovered and made public for the 
first time. We'll have to see what the Committee recommends, but 
the steps I've already taken are putting previously secret 
government information into the hands of these families so they 
can find out what really happened.

QUESTION: A federal judge in Cincinnati ruled this week that
relatives of cancer patients who were subjected to government- 
sponsored radiation experiments in the 1960s can sue the 
researchers. Do you think the government should compensate 
victims of these tests?



MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments

FROM: Stephen Klaidman

DATE: December 7, 1994

RE: News clippings

These include a sample of coverage of the Spokane panel meeting

Printed with soy ink on recycled paper

Attached are news articles that have appeared since the November meeting of the 
•.dvisory Committee.

Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 
1726 M Street, N.W., Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20036
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Nightmares of the atomic age
I

four doctors and ■‘v ' Mesa farmer Tom Bailie spoke of

Staff writer Spok,

<■ «They called themselves casualties Monday.
>pf the Cold War.
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professors from . 
the Advisory 
Committee on 
Human Radia­
tion Experi­
ments meeting 
in Spokane on

- P.*-. X

Residents tell White House 
panel of experiments that they
believe led to disease, death
r

By Karen Dorn Steele

to cause 
ic link be-.

Prisoners seek 
compensation.

/A6

^■11

Inside the “death mile,” a stretch of rural 
’ homesteads in the shadow of Han­

ford where eveiy one of his neighbors 
has cancer or thyroid disease.

Brenda Weaver of Spokane, who 
lived in the “death mile” as a child, 
talked of deformed sheep, at her

who combed the fields with Geiger
c. u. U.S. Department of Energy ofn- counters. She spoke of her daughter.

They traveled miles of icy highways admitted in 1990 that Hanford s jamie) who was bom in 1965 with no 
• to tell their stories of pain and poor raijiatjon releases during the Cold eyes 

health to a White House pane1 War were large enoug| to cause Hansen of Coeur d’Alene
investigating human radiation expen- increased health risks. The link be-. ~ f h h id ness that struck 
ments in the dawn of the atomic age. Hanford and disease is still t0,a 01 inyru ‘

Continued: Experiments/A10
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family’s farm and men from Hanford

U.S. Department of Energy offi- punters* She spoke of her daughter.

- to tell their stories of pain and poor radjatjon releases during the Cold 
health to a White House panel ^ar were |arge enou. 
investigating human radiation expen- increased health risks.
ments in the dawn of the atomic age. tween Hanford and disease is still 

Dozens of angry people spoke to being studied. 
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Experiments: Stories told 
about radiation effects

mentwhenhewas23.
The Atomic Energy Commission had planned to track 

problems, but the plans were dropped.

I
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cloud of radiation over Eastern Washington with no

idT

military reporter the Nuremberg war crimes trials in the UP the stories. They praised nervous people for coming 
’rifle cnirt tbo ITO -------- ! Fnp_i/Qr/4

“We are very sensitive to the hurt and pain of many Southern California medical school professor.
 . ~ . “In my opinion, no,” Conklin replied.

physicians. Your job is not only to call attention to that, Drew University of Medicine in Los Angeles. The 14-member advisory committee group was ap-
h..t cnno^ct a “What we hear the most in these hearings is a loss of pointed by President Clinton this year to investigate

trust” in the government, he said. radiation experiments and deliberate radiation releases
Panelists offered some comments on the direction of during the Cold War.

The committee will write a final report next year on the

Committee members told their audience that they were 
there mostly to listen. . .

They probed gently for documentation that could back read the classified versions of the Green Run report. 
J thp ctnripc Thpy nraicpH nprvnnc ppnnU f«r (here compelling national security reasons to

forward. keep this secret?” asked Duncan Thomas, a University of

half the girls in her high school class, and the death of her 
husband from cancer at age 36.

Trisha Pritikin of Berkeley, Calif., recalled her child­
hood in the Tri-Cities, and the thyroid disease and
chronic fatigue she copes with as an adult.

“I’m the daughter of a Hanford worker. There was no
way I could have given informed consent” to radiation
emissions from Hanford, Pritikin said.

Kay Sutherland of Walla Walla mourned two infants
who lived only hours. She spoke quietly of the four other
miscarriages she suffered while Hanford’s plutonium
factories spewed radiation into the air and the Columbia
River.

“We were used for experiments without our knowledge
or consent,’’.Sutherland said. ••

 
Harold Bibeau, a former prisoner in Oregon, recalled

the pain and worry he felt after his testicles were
bombarded with X-rays in a government-funded experi- ■ Gertie Hansen of Coeur d’Alene testifies Monday on radiation exposure.
ment when he was 23.

The Atomic Energy Commission had planned to track Schroeter said he isn’t saying individuals should be tion of all documents related to the Green Run, the 1949
the prisoners to make sure they didn’t develop health prosecuted, but the government should acknowledge that military experiment at Hanford that released a huge
problems, but the plans were dropped. the researchers conducting human experiments'were c*—1 - - • .....

“They cut us off with nothing to show for our efforts acting as agents of official policy. public warning.
except $100 and a lot of pain,” Bibeau told the radiation Committee members told their audience that they were Allen Conklin, Washington state’s top radiation pro- 
panel. there mostly to listen. . . tection official, said he has a security clearance and has

Leonard Schroeter, a Seattle attorney who covered as a

’40s, said the U.S. government’s human radiation experi­
ments were as evil as Nazi atrocities.

“Criminal statutes were violated by researchers and people,” said Dr. Reed Tuckson, president of Charles

but to suggest appropriate responses,” Schroeter told the
panel.

it will be important for the White House to admit
criminal acts were committed and to provide victims with theirwork, which is about half finished. ~~ " " 
compensation, Schroeter said. The committee plans to push for complete declassifica- ethical implications of the research.

_______________________  . - V.
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Panel Told Of Radiation Tests
11/22 09:15 AM

Prisoners were paid $5 to $10 a month for participating and 
given $100 when they left prison.

Catherine Knox, director of health services for the Oregon 
Department of Corrections, said about half of the participants 
are
dead and others do not wish to be contacted. Some are still 
imprisoned.

**1110< AP-Radiation-Test< , 0497< 
'Panel Told Of Radiation Tests<<

Four members of the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation
Experiments also heard that some consent forms appeared to have

She said the majority of 67 Oregon volunteers were told 
nothing

.about testicular biopsies that for some prisoners led to removal 
of . .
their testicles. Sterilization was recommended because any 
children
they fathered would probably suffer birth defects.

One of the inmates who participated also testified Monday 
that
he does not remember being told about the side effects of the 
blistering radiation bombardment and the 1965 surgical biopsy on 
his testicles.

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP)  Prisoners who volunteered for 
radiation . ' - „
experiments three decades ago were not told of the consequences, 
which for some included removal of their testicles, a state 
official told a presidential panel.

Harold Bibeau, 52, said he still feels pain from the 
experiments, which were carried out on more than 130 inmates in 
Oregon and Washington. Now a Portland, Ore., draftsman, Bibeau 
said
the U.S. Department of Energy has ignored his pleas for follow-up 
medical treatment and compensation.

"I think what they're doing is that they are realizing that 
almost half of us are now dead and they're hoping that if they 
simply ignore us long enough, we'll all die and the problem will 
simply vanish,'' Bibeau said.
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The inmate experiments, conducted in the 1960s and early 
'70s,
were sponsored and funded by the Energy Department's predecessor, 
the Atomic Energy Commission, and the U.S. Public Health Service.

been signed by Dr. Carl Heller, the researcher who conducted the 
Oregon prison studies. Heller died in 1982.

Al Conklin, a Washington State Department of Health 
radiation
expert, testified that prisoners in the Washington State 
Penitentiary were exposed to X-ray doses up to 400 times the 
strength of a modern X-ray.

Copyright 1994
The Associated Press
All Rights Reserved

The panel also heard from people who felt they suffered 
health
problems from Hanford nuclear reservation radiation releases. The 
Hanford reservation in south-central Washington manufactured 
plutonium for nuclear weapons for four decades.

Prisoners' testicles were exposed to varying X-ray doses so 
researchers could learn about the potential biological effects of 
ionizing radiation on Hanford workers and on NASA astronauts.

President Clinton appointed the committee in April to 
determine ■
if radiation experiments were conducted with the subjects' 
informed
consent and whether compensation is due. The full committee will 
make its recommendations next April, said Dr. Reed Tuckson, who 
chaired the hearing.
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SPOKANE, Wash. (AP)  In a story Monday about hearings into

AP-NY-11-22-94 2151EST<
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I

Category: Domestic
Radiation-Tests

a
1965 federally funded radiation experiment, The Associated Press 
reported erroneously that former prison inmate Harold Bibeau had 
his testicles removed.

Bibeau’s testicles were bombarded with radiation and a small 
portion was cut out for a biopsy, but they were not surgically 
removed. A few of the more than 60 other Oregon inmate volunteers 
subsequently did have to be castrated because of damage from the 
experiment.

AP Corrects Radiation Story
11/22 10:51 PM

Copyright 1994
The Associated Press 
All Rights Reserved

i -

~*1110< ~AP-Radiation-Tests, CORRECTIVE<,0096< 
"AP Corrects Radiation Story<< 
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Compensation sought in radiation cases

In 1964, a fellow prisoner encour-

ment.
. .

ments.

1960s and early ‘70s, were sponsored and funded One of the conuniltee’s goals is to determine searcher Dr. Cari G. Heller, not inmates, in April
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Bibeau, convicted of killing a man in 1963, was 
sentenced to 12 years in an Oregon state prison.

aged him to join the radiation pro­
gram.

Prisoners were paid $5 to $10 a 
month for participating in the ex­
periments and given $100 when 
they left prison. Now a Portland, 
Ore., draftsman, Bibeau said he 
does not remember being told about 

the painful side effects of the experiments.
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Atomic Energy Commission, and the U.S. Public experiments, said the panel’s chairman. Dr. Reed 
Health Service. V Tuckson. president of the Charles Drew Uni-

Pnsoners testicles were exposed to Varying versity of Medicine and Science in Los Angeles 
KPC nf raHlatinn frevm an V , Oil_____  •.»/•* .... .

searchers could leam about the potential biologi- 1

‘I really don’t think it was worth it.’

— Haroid Bibeau, who was paid $5 to $10 a month and
given $100 while he was a Oregon prisoner to have his

testicles hit with radiation in experiments
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rads, but most received doses ranging from 7.5 to

might have been exposed to radiation from inten- indicate some inmates were exposed to doses as 
tional Cold War atmospheric releases from the high as 650 rads.
Hanford nuclear reservation in south-central A rad is a measurement of die amount of radia-
Washington state. tion absorbed by a material. A modem X-ray is

The inmate experiments, conducted in the about 1 rad or less. valid. ft appeared that some were siened bv re-
1960s and early 70s, were sponsored and funded One ef the committee’: goals is to a«uv' ~ . V
by the Energy Department’s predecessor, the whether the inmates gave informed consent to the 1971

. 2!
w ©
fl <1> <“>
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Health radiation expert, told the committee that later.
“When we left prison, no longer able to sire

cut us off with nothing to show for our efforts ex­
cept everlasting pain and $100,“ Bibeau said. “I 
really don’t think it was worth it/

Catherine Knox of the Oregon Department of 
Corrections said she did. not think consent forms 
signed by inmates were specific enough to be

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — A former Oregon
prisoner whose testicles were bombarded with ra­
diation in 1965 as part of a federally funded ex-   _..i
periment asked a presidential panel Monday for doses of radiation from an X-ray device so re* 
medical follow-up and compensation. searchers could leam about the potential biologi-

Haiold Bibeau, 52, told the panel
he still feels pain from the surgical 
procedures accompanying the ex­
periments, which were carried out
on more than 130 inmates in Ore­
gon and Washington. He said (he
U.S, Department of Energy has ig­
nored his pleas for follow-up treat­
ment.

“I think what they're doing is that they are real- cal effects of ionizing radiation on Hanford nucle-

hoping that if they simply ignore us long enough, 
we’ll all die and die problem will simply vanish,”

visory Committee on Human Radiation Expert-

we 11 all die and the problem will simply vanish,' Health raihatmti expert, told the committee that ,-*--
Of fe Ad’ e’sht Prisoners in ll,e Washington Slate Peniten- ____  ______auic aiIC

tiary study were exposed to X-rays doses of 400 children and no longer of any value to diem, they
rads, but mrKt received mnoino frnm 1 $ tn 1.0 ___ *.___ <_____ x* .

The committee also heard from people who 100 rads. Medical journal reports of the studies
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Test subjects, Hanford
downwinders ask
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for follow-up
the potential biological effects |
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gy Department said the release of 
short-lived radioactive iodine was
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ford nuclear reservation fn 
south-central Washington state
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Radiation tests 
left pain, sterility
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SPOKANE, Wash. — A for- . 
met Oregon prisoner whose tes­
ticles were bombarded with radi­
ation in 1965 as part of a J

assi^

federally funded experiment 
asked a presidential panel Mon­
day for medical follow-up and 
compensation.

Harold Bibeau, 52, told the 
panel he still feels pain from the 
surgical procedures accompany­
ing the experiments, which were 
carried out on more than 130 
inmates in Oregon and Washing­
ton. He said the U.S. Depart­
ment of Energy has ignored his 
pleaa for follow-up treatment.

*T think what they’re doing is 
that they are realizing that al­
most half us axe now dead and 
they're jtoping_ that if they sim­

ply ignore us long enough, we’ll 
all die and the problem will sim­
ply vanish,” Bibeau told the out­
reach subcornmittee of the Advi­
sory Committee on Human 
Radiation Experiments.

The committee also heard 
from people who might have 
been exposed to radiation from 
intentional Cold War atmo­
spheric releases from the Han-

"When we left prison, no long­
er able to sire children and no 
longer of any value to them, 
they cut ua off with nothing to 
show for our efforts except ever­
lasting pain and $100,” Bibeau 
said. "1 really don’t think it was 

: worth it."
In another dark chapter of the 

Cold War, thousands of North­
west residents were potentially 
exposed to radiation from a secret
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the potential biological effects | health effects still linger three 
of ionizing radiation on Hanford decades later.
nuclear reservation workers and
on NASA astronauts.

One of the committee’s goals
is to determine whether the in­
mates gave informed consent to
the experiments, said the panel's
chairman, Dr, Reed V. Tuckson,
president of the Charles Drew
University of Medicine and Sci­
ence in Los Angeles.

Bibeau, convicted of killing a
man in 1963, was sentenced to 12
years in an Oregon state prison.
In 1964, a fellow prisoner en­
couraged him to join the radia­
tion program.

Prisoners were paid $5 to $10 a
month for participating in the
experiments and given $100
when they left prison. Now a
Portland draftsman, Bibeau said
he does not remember being told
about the painful side effects of ;
the experiments.

He said the dosages caused
burns and blistering and that

The inmate experiments, con­
ducted in the 1960s and early 
'70s, were sponsored and Funded 
by the Energy Department's pre­
decessor. the Atomic Energy 
Commission, and the U.S. Public 
Health Service.

Prisoners’ testicles were ex­
posed to varying doses of radia­
tion from an X-ray device so 
researchers could learn aboui

Th# Associated Praaa 

Harold Sibeau of Portland, a (ormer Oregon State Penitentiary 
inmate, testifies before the Presidential Advisory Committee on- 
Human Radiation Experiments Monday in Spokane. He and others, 
asked the committee for foliow-up treatment and compensation.

I

to help calibrate equipment used : 
to detect Soviet atmospheric test­
ing of nuclear weapons. i

Class-action lawsuits stem-' 
ming from the Hanford releases 
started out with 800 litigants, 
but there may be more than 1 
million "human guinea pigs” in 
the Pacific Northwest.[ 
Schroeter said.
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Radia ion :es s used
inmates as guinea pigs
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end of the Irradiation.
Their testicles were Irradiated in a single 

session with up to 120 times the annual occu­
pational radiation limit for reproductive or­
gans. All men later had vasectomies.

The Washington tests were similar to Ore­
gon’s, with prisoners getting up to 80 times 
the annual radiation dosage. Six, however, 
did not have vasectomies and It Is not known 
whether any later fathered children.

The federal radiation committee has

By Paul Hoversten
USA TODAY

a country that prides Itself on its diversity and 
that has as its goal providing equal opportuni­
ty for all Its citizens.”

66
This appearance of treating 
some citizens as ‘expendable* 

is especially repugnant in 
a country that prides itself on
its diversity.
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55
— Hazel O’Leary, 
Energy secretary

Some of the most gruesome human radia­
tion experiments — exposure of prisoners*
testicles to high X-ray doses — are coming
under a presidential panel’s scrutiny.

The 14-member Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments today holds a
field hearing In Spokane, Wash., to review
tests on 131 inmates at prisons in Oregon and
Washington from 1963-71.

The experiments on 67 men at Oregon
State Prison and 64 at Washington State Pris­
on were first disclosed In a 1976 lawsuit by 20
former prisoners and were summarized In a
1986 congressional study by Rep. Edward
Markey, D-Mass.

But much of the data about the tests has
only recently been declassified. Today’s
hearing Is designed, in part, to determine
whether compensation or medical follow-up
Is warranted. About half of the prisoners are
believed to be alive.

Funded by the old Atomic Energy Com­
mission, now the Energy Department, the
tests were to see how much radiation NASA’s
astronauts could survive on trips to the moon.

But some of the prisoners have cited prob­
lems including prostate cancer, loss of vision,
testicular tumors and other diseases that may
have been caused by the research.

"We can be blamed for being duped but no­
body ever sat us down and explained what
the tests were all about and what the compli­
cations were,” ex-inmate Robert Garrison,
54, told The Washington Post.

The Oregon tests were carried out on pris­
oners age 25-52. Each signed a consent order,
accepted a $5-to-$10 payment and agreed to looked Into hundreds of federally sponsored 
receive a vasectomy and J100 more at the Cold War experiments since last year and is 

expected to make its report by next summer. 
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary, who 

prompted the govemment-wide review, has 
criticized as "disturbing" the use of test sub­
jects like prisoners, pregnant women and 
mentally retarded children.

Lw

■ ;?/ 

■ •<. .



I

Sljc fttastjington (Jost
: NOV 2 0 1994Cite: . 1/132/800«

Prisoner Irradiation Probed

/¥(
«

CONTINUED 1 9

tween 0.1 and 1 rad.
The Washington state experi­

ments were halted in 1970, and the 
Oregon experiments ended in 1973. 
As details have emerged, a handful 
of surviving participants have come 
forward with a list of medical prob­
lems, including prostate cancer, loss 
of vision and vascular diseases, some 
of which may have resulted from the 
experiments.

Phillip King. 54. who took part in- 
the tests in 1969 as a state prison in­
mate in Salem, Ore., complains of 
groin pains so severe he sometimes 
has trouble sitting down. Robert 
Garrison, 54, another former Ore­
gon inmate who. recalls repeated ra­
diation exposures over several 
weeks in the late 1960s, said he has 

By Gary Lee

PORTLAND, Ore.—On Sept. 29, 
1965, Harold Bibeau walked out of 
his cell at Oregon State Prison and 
onto center stage in one of the dark­
er dramas of American Cold War 
history.

Summoned to a prison laboratory, 
the 23-year-oki inmate lay down in a 
coffin-like box and lowered his testi­
cles into water. Then, researchers 
deliberately exposed them to a dose 
of radiation stronger than 20 mod­
em diagnostic X-rays would give.

The experiments were part of a 
decade-long research project in the 
1960s and 1970s, using prison in­
mates here and in Washington state. 
Funded by the Atomic Energy Com­
mission, forerunner of the Depart­
ment of Energy, and followeti with 
interest by scientists from the Na­
tional Aeronautics and Space Admin­
istration, the tests were designed to 
help determine how much radiation 
U.S. astronauts could bear dunng 
spaceflights, According to federal of­
ficials familiar with them.

In all, testicles of more than 130 
prisoners in the two states were ir­
radiated. Participation was volun­
tary, and the prisoners received 
small stipends and other cash pay­
ments for undergoing the tests but, 
today, some of the former inmates 
say they were unaware of the long­
term risks.

The experiments have drawn 
some attention in the past, in a law­
suit by 20 former prisoners in 1976 
and in a 1986 congressional study. 
But detailed information about the 
experiments was buried until recent­
ly in classified documents and confi­
dential papers. This report is based 

on interviews with surviving partici­
pants, prison officials and medical re­
searchers, as well as federal records.

On Monday, in an attempt to shed 
further light on the prisoner studies, 
the Advisory Committee on Human 
Radiation Experiments, appointed by 
the White House, is scheduled to 
hold a field hearing in Spokane, 

had persistent rashes and a painful 
lump on his testicles. Bibeau reports 
lumps on his upper thigh and back. 
Another participant reported one of 
his testicles became attached to his 
scrotum as a result of one of the bi­
opsies.

The participants also express an­
ger about their use as guinea pigs 
and the lack of adequate medical. 
follow-up.

“We . can be blamed for being . 
duped, but nobody ever sat us down 
and explained what the tests were 
all about and what the complications 
were," Garrison said. “But worst of 

- all is the deceit that we’ve been sub­
jected to afterwards. I can’t even get 
a doctor to diagnose my problems, 
let alone give me treatment for 
them. I shouldn’t have to scream to 
get some kind of results. I’m a hu­
man being too."

“I took part in the tests and now 
I’m in a lot of pain,” said King, who 
works at odd jobs in Portland. “I 
don’t know what I’m owed, but I 
think I’m owed something."

Some of the prisoners have also 
experienced psychological problems, 
said Catherine Knox, director of 
health services for Oregon’s Depart­
ment of Correction. "Apparently, no 
one thought about the effect it would 
have on prisoners to have their testi­
cles irradiated," she said. As a result, 
“some have had questions about 
their sexual orientation,” she added.

Most of the former prisoners in­
terviewed have worked to establish 
new lives and to steer clear of fur­
ther trouble with the law. Bibeau is 
married and has a 10-year-old son. 
Garrison, originally jailed for armed 
assault, is a grandfather who runs 
his home-maintenance business. 

They gave various reasons for 
volunteering for the experiments. 
For Hill, it was a chance to earn ex­
tra cash.

Besides the $5-a-month stipend, 
participants received extra cash for 
biopsies and for undergoing a vasec­
tomy, recommended by researchers 
to prevent them from having chil­
dren because of the risk of birth de­
fects from their radiation exposure.

For Bibeau, a former soldier, it 
was a chance to perform a patriotic 
duty. “I was just told that it was a 
way to serve my country even' 
though I was in prison," he said. 
“And I bought it."

Tests We Among Riskiest of Cold War Era
Wash. The 14-member committee, 
appointed after Energy Secretary 
Hazel R. O’Leary brought the issue 
of federal radiation tests on humans 
to national attention last year, is 
charged with determining whether 
financial compensation, medical 
tests or other kinds of follow-up 
should be given to participants.

Of the hundreds of federally spon­
sored Cold War research projects in­
volving deliberate human exposure 
to radiation, including a series in­
volving retarded children' in Boston 
and another using aborted fetuses in 
Chicago, the prisoner studies stand 
out as some of the most shocking. 
The testicles are especially sensitive 
to radiation damage because they 
contain rapidly dividing cells that 
produce sperm. •

Damage to chromosomes in the 
cells of a man's testicles can cause 
infertility, raise the risk of testicular 
cancer and increase the chances his 
children will have birth defects.

Using an X-ray device, research­
ers beamed varying doses of radia­
tion on the prisoners’ testicles. They 
later took biopsies to determine the 
effect of the irradiation. An article 
published in a scientific journal by 
researchers who conducted the tests# 
said some of the prisoners were ex­
posed to much as 640 rads, a poten­
tially fatal amount if spread over the 
whole body.

Bibeau’s dose was 18Vi rads; an 
average modem X-ray ranges be-
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Bibeau recalls Heller warned him 
the experiments could result in “a 
burning feeling” for a couple of days 
and told him it was possible there 
might be "chromosomal complica­
tions.” Bibeau had a vasectomy on 
Heller’s recommendabon. When he 
eventually married and wanted chil­
dren. his wife underwent artificial in­
semination. “To this day I have no 
idea what chromosomal complica­
tions are,” Bibeau said. “How can 
you have informed consent if you 
don't know what’s happening to 
you?”
' In a 1976 deposition for a lawsuit 
brought by some Oregon inmates 
who took part in the experiments. 
Heller testified he “discussed the 
possibility of radiation bum to the 
skin of the scrotum, and ... dis­
cussed the probability of chromo­
somal alterations and therefore, die 
vasectomy."

He also testified he mentioned 
"possibility of tumors of the testes. 1 
didn’t want to frighten them.” Heller 
said in his testimony, “so 1 said tu­
mor. I may on occasion have said 
cancer." A total of about $6,000 was 
distributed to prisoners in settling 
the suit.

About half the 131 participants 
have died. Knox said. A handful are 
still imprisoned at both participating 
institutions. In 1987. the Oregon 
legislature passed a statute to pro­
vide follow-up tests to aD survivors 
of Heller's experiments.

James Ruttenber. an assistant 
professor at the University of Colo 
rado Medical School, designed a pro 
tocol for the follow-up work. Ten' 
participants have received checkups, 
Knox said, but the program has 
failed to receive funding.

"Time is running out for partici­
pants to receive medical attention.” 
Ruttenber said. “For some it may al­
ready be too late."

* * I

The experiments involving prison­
ers in radiation tests—and other re­
search using mental patients, mem­
bers of racial minorities, pregnant 
women and other vulnerable sub­
groups of the American popula­
tion—have raised questions about 
the ethical standards used by re­
searchers at the time. 
: “A reasonable person looking at 
the experiments, now would con-

• elude that they were ethically 
wrong.” said John Fletcher, a profes­
sor of biomedical ethics at the the • 
University of Virginia Medical 
School. “At that timp. however, the 
ethos among researchers was differ­
ent," Fletcher said. "It was national­
istic. and well-funded, and there

• * wasn’t much scrutiny."
"In order to justify using prison­

ers. the researchers would have had 
to make a determination that they 
are somehow less than human or 
less important than the general pop­
ulation," said Dianne Bartels, acting 
director of the Center for Biomedi­
cal Ethics at the University of Min­
nesota. Fletcher pointed out that un­
til the mid-1960s, few rules 
restricted medical researchers from 
designing experiments. And it was 
considered acceptable to subject 
prisoners, meatal patients or mem­
bers of minority groups to risks that

• were not imposed on on the general 
population.

Since 1966. all National Institutes 
of Health-sponsored research pro- 

' jects must be approved in advance 
by an independent review board. 
Rules passed in 1978 bar use of pris­
oners m any medical experiments

that do not benefit them. Because 
prisoners are a captive population, 
they are not regarded as being in a 
position to give informed consent, 
Fletcher noted. Fletcher, who feels 
the experiments were wrong even at 
the time. said. “In today’s world, 
they would not be possible." Convict­
ed of killing a man who tried to mo­
lest him in 1963, Bibeau was sen-

• tenced to 12 years in- an Oregon
• state prison. In 1964, a fellow pris­

oner encouraged him to join the radi­
ation program.

Carl G. Heller, a medical re­
searcher at the Pacific Northwest 
Research Foundation in Seattle, who 
was one of the developers of the 
birth control pill, began die radiation 
program in Oregon in the early 
1960s. The brother of Walter W. 
Heller, top economic adviser to( 
President John F. Kennedy, Heller 
was well-known in the U.S. medical 
community. He died in 1982. C. Al­
vin Paulsen, a researcher at the Uni­
versity of Washington, oversaw par­
allel experiments in Washington. 
Paulsen and Mavis Rowley, a former 
assistant to Heller, declined to be in­
terviewed for this article, or to ap­
pear at the federal hearings in Spo­
kane Monday.

More than three decades after his 
participation, Bibeau. 52, now a de­
signer and draftsman living in Port­
land, recalls the expenments in detail. 
He remembers Heller for his persua­
sive manner and wing-tipped shoes. 
He recollects the $5-a-month stipend 
he received was spent on cigarettes, . 
razors and candy. Above all, Bibeau 
recounts in detail the hunting sensa­
tion he felt in his groin after receiving 
the radiation. “It was warm down’ 
there.” he said, “like I had been laying 
out in the sun for too long." 

Bibeau and other participants 
were asked to provide urine and se­
men samples to the researchers. Al­
ter the radiation exposure, the sub­
jects were also subjected to regular 
biopsies.
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Oregon State Prison and 64 at
Washington State Prison were . 
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Markey, D-Mass.
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gans. All men later had vasecto-

mittee on Human Radiation Ex­
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ing in Spokane, Wash., today to but nobody ever sat us 0'Uarv who prompted the gov-
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prisons in Oregon and Washing- testa were all about and what the dzed as "disturbing" the use of

rison, 54, a former inmate, told 
the Washington Post

The Oregon testa were carried

by 20 former prisoners and were old- E*0*1 signed a consent order,
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irradiation. . its citizens,” she said.
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classified. Today's hearing is de- hi a single session with up to 120
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ergy Commission, now the Ener- prisoners getting up to 80 times
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administration will be unable to do secretary of energy, the advisory < 
the same. committee has already performed a

1 also read when New York state great service as is evidenced by this 
comptroller, H. Carl McCall, is first interim report,
planning the first audit of the state A hard-working, nonpolitical and I 
Legislature in 40 years. I bet the nongovernmental group, it has 
paper shredders in the state offices already held open hearings across the
will be very busy before he even country with many more scheduled in
starts. the next several months. Lay people,

Walter K. Johnson defense plant workers, veterans,
Lake Luzerne widows, etc., are all invited to tell 

their stories long-suppressed and 
denied.

Over the years, I have seen honest 
scientists have their careers ruined,

Veteran always 
sought the truth
Editor.

On Oct. 21, the Advisory actually insulted and bullied by 
Committee on Human Radiation senators at hearings, all based upon 
Experiments issued its first interim deliberate deception and lies by 
report to the members of the government officials solely concerned 
Interagency Working Group with their own careers and turf, 
appointed by the president. This 14-member committee of 1

An atomic veteran because of my experts in ethics, radiation oncology ; 
October 1945 to February 1946 and biology, science and medical I 
assignment as a U.S. Marine to. history, epidemiology, nuclear | 
occupation duty in Nagasaki, I have medicine and law with one public 
been engaged in varying degrees to member is supported by a most , 
obtain justice for atomic veterans, dedicated nonpolitical staff of about ; 
widows of atomic veterans and 34 people, both full-time and part- 
numerous genetically damaged time. As an example, at a recent 
children. hearing in San Francisco they heard

As explained to many members of from the widow of a soldier who was 
Congress, before whom I have imprisoned near Hiroshima and 
appeared with fellow veterans (most pressed into service by the Japanese 
of whom were in terrible physical to help clean up after the atomic 
condition) and widows and children bomb. He was exposed to large 
of veterans, that my reason for amounts of radiation, was ill most of 
appearing was righteous indignation his life, had one genetically damaged 
because we were deceived and lied child that lived and his wife suffered 
to. We were good enough to be sent many miscarriages. For more than 40 (
to such places as Tarawa, Saipan, Iwo years she and her husband were not
Jima, etc., but sent to Nagasaki only denied any assistance by the
without even a word of warning as to VA, but the government denied for | 
the dangers of the plutonium residue years that he was ever in Hiroshima !
that was everyplace we were or Nagasaki. Her case has now been
assigned. recognized.

For the first time in ail those years, For my own pan, all I have ever 
we have an administration that is at sought is for the truth, for in the final 
last revealing the experimentation analysis our democracy is built upon
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more releases at the Hanford Nu­
clear Reservation in Washington 
state than just the infamous Green

dence of an additional 1,000. Up to fnJ!nts." committee said in its

The agency said it had electroni­
cally reviewed 34 million docu­
ments, manually reviewed 480,300

During the 1950s, the CIA con­
ducted an “extensive” human ex­
perimentation program to find 
ways to control behavior using 
drugs, psychological methods and 
other means.

At various times, the experimen- 
i tation program was code-named

More evidence of human = 
radiation experiments

considered the most exhaustive re- and cloak-and-dagger image, was 
assumed to have been deeply in­
volved in the radiation experi-

The agency, however, said no. 
“To date, CIA has found no re­

cords or other information inch-

THE TRIBUNE, Oakland, California "ov 8 |9M
Circulation 134,504 1 . . ‘

MKULTRA. The CIA program was a 
direct response to the mind-control 
techniques being used at the time 
by the Soviets, Chinese and North 
Koreans. Some subjects in the CIA 
experiments were given LSD and 
others subjected to brainwashing 
and other interrogation methods.

But some of the documents un­
earthed by the advisory committee 
hint at more sinister projects.

A 1963 CIA Inspector General 
report said MKULTRA was “con­
cerned with research and develop­
ment of chemical, biological and 
radiological materials capable of 
employment in clandestine opera-

ered human radiation experiments partments cite national security iri 
may have been far more wide- - ------ • *
spread than originally thought •

By La« aumenthai

presidential commis­
sion says it has, at
least, circumstantial
evidence the CIA en­
gaged in Cold War

human radiation experiments, but
the agency steadfastly denies it had 
any involvement.

• The experiments represent one
of the darkest sides of the Cold
War, and the secrets have been,
and continue to be, closely held be-

■ hind the veil of national security.
The committee, appointed by

President Clinton eariier this year
to report on the experiments and ‘
make possible recommendations
on the thomy issue of compensa­
tion, asked half a dozen or so gov­
ernment agencies to review
millions of documents dating back
to the 1940s.

In addition to the CIA, the De­
partment of Defense, the De part-
ment of Energy . as keeper of

^Atomic Energy Commission docu­
ments, the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Depart­
ment of Veterans Affairs and the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration all searched their
files. A sketchy picture of their in­
volvement in the experiments has
begun to emerge.

The committee, in a report ____________________________
marking the halfway point of its the releases are thought to date 
year-long effort, said it has discov- back 30, 40 or 50 years, the de-

The committee has evidence inten­
tional radiation releases may have 
numbered in the hundreds rather
than the 13 previously thought.

t

hundreds rather than the 13 previ- 50 C52?.p,roWem.fa’no

There is no card catalog.
— u-uJU~ U.c uu-nKMB ureen ^owever’ *
Run of 1949 remains unclear. The °®Ce™ •t?ok

committee has asked the depart-
ments for more information on , radutlon «P«™ents were
Hanford as it prepares for a Nov. ' discussed and planned.
21 meeting in Spokane.

Classffied information

Much of the information on the 
intentional releases remains classi­
fied, and the committee remains 
uncertain whether there, will be •

denying information to the com- '

A 1986 congressional study, The CIA, with its black budget 
considered the most exhaustive re- and cloak-and-dagger image, was 
view to date, found evidence of assumed to have been deeply in­
dozens of experiments, and volved in the radiation expert­
according to estimates eariier this ments.
year, about 1,000 people or so 

’ were involved.
The committee, however, has ---------- -------------- - —

found firm evidence of about 400 eating that it conducted or 
experiments and fragmentary evi- sponsored human radiation experi- 
dence of an additional 1,000. Up to nients,” the committee said in its 
23,000 people may have been in- interim report, 
volved.

In addition, the committee has
evidence intentional radiation re- manually reviewed 480,30
leases may have numbered in the “w^nts and conducted nearly
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area of research under the

in 1977 the CIA had helped to fund

*

AEC’s Lawrence T.hz<*rmr>r«» T Jhru

McClatchy News Service.
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dons to control human behavior.”_ wing Georgetown University

tion was considered an appropriate thecoverhadexperimottedwtth - 
area of research under the ~ ” ** ' - ‘ “
MKULTRA charter.

OA destroyed documents
The CIA told the committee ex­

periments involving radiation were
not carriM out under the 
MKULTRA program, but afl of the

auiy destroyed in 1973 by order of “ecte for its Office of Scientific 
Intelligence.

The agency continues to search 
for documents, but the dock is 
running rapidly on the committee's 
study.

Among the topics the committee 
wants the agency to explore in its 
files are Hanford's Green Run and 
CIA contact with government com­
mittees and panels in the 1950s

— —----— — — — .. a *

search programs.
•The committee also suggested 

the CIA look at some of the activi­
ties of the Soviets which may have 
“prompted" the U.S. to conduct its 
own human radiation experiments. 
One example, according to the 
committee, was in 1954 when the 
Soviet Union sent 40,000 troops 
into a test area just 30 minutes 
after an atomic bomb test.

andchemical testing, the CIA pro- . ' Les Blumenthal tvriies far the

THE TRIBUNE, Oakland, California
Circulation 134.504

The IG report also said radfo- ~ Hospital. The doctor who provided

radiation therapy, and the CIA. 
asked the AEC to help fund the 
project. The doctor told Congress 
|_ « ASM* Mm * ■ • • . .

his research.
. The CIA also had a mem­
orandum of understanding with the

programs documents were deliber- ratory, covering a number of proj-

then-CIA Director Richard Helms.
Helms later told congressional in­
vestigators he ordered the files de­
stroyed so that no one outside the

■ agency would be embarrassed.
The CIA did discover a docu­

ment, a month ago, which of
the work done under the ARTI­
CHOKE program "in addition to
hypnosis, chemical and psychiatric 
research, the following fields have ’ that were involved in radiation re- 
been explored: other physical man­
ifestations, including heat and
cold, atmospheric and radiation."

While it does not confirm actual
human experiments, the document
showed the CIA did take a look at
using radiation "as a possibility for
the defensive and offensive use of
brainwashing and other interro­
gating techniques," the committee
said.

To hide its clinical biological

vided funding in the ! 950s for a
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Ted Przygucki took photos as a 

soldier at two atomic blasts. From 

the book "American Ground Zero: 

The Secret Nuclear War."

DIVEST

the debt that is crushing the abil­
ity of Third World countries to fi­
nance real development.

Among the points raised by 
members of the campaign:

1 The World Bank has lent 
tens of billions of dollars to dicta­
torial governments which tram­
ple the human rights of their own 
citizens. The Indonesian govern­
ment, for example, received 
some $630 million for the Trans­
migration Project, which forcibly 
relocated millions of poor In­
donesians to rain-forest land to 
make way for Bank-funded dam 
construction.

1 In the area of energy devel­
opment, the Bank has over­
whelmingly funded nonrenew­
able, polluting types of energy. 
Many construction projects have 
also caused significant environ­
mental damage.

“There are groups out there 
that were subjected to experi­
ments. Those people were al­
ready hurt. They’re looking to 
the committee to find some truth 
in all this," says Cooper Brown, a 
member of the Task Force on 
Radiation and Human Rights. 
“So if the committee finds that in 
a particular situation there was a

14/ December 1994
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1 By imposing “structural 
adjustment" programs, which 
eliminate subsidies on such basic 
items as food and fuel, the Bank 
increases the suffering of millions 
of people all over the Third 
World.

The 50 Years Is Enough cam­
paign is conducting seminars and 
publishing pamphlets on the 
World Bank's harmful activities. 
The group has also pushed for 
legislation that holds Bank pro­
jects to democratic and environ­
mental standards.

For more information, write 50 
Years Is Enough, Suite 300, 1025 
Vermont Avenue, Washington, 
DC 20005; (202)879-3187.

— Kevin Danaher 
(Kevin Danaher is lhe editor of “50 

Years Is Enough: The Case Against 

the World Hank and lhe International 

Monetary Fund.")

»■

At the end of October, 
the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Human 
Radiation Victims re­
leased its interim report, 
showing that the U.S. 
Government sponsored 
more human radiation ex­
periments during the Cold 
War than ever before re­
vealed. But radiation 
victims and (heir families 
arc afraid that lhe com­
mittee's linal report will 
be marred by question­
able appointments and by 
a lack of representation of 
radiation victims.

The Task Force on Ra­
diation and Human 
Rights, a national advocacy 
group for radiation victims and 
their families, is asking the White 
House to add seven members to 
the committee, including people 
sensitive to the plight of radia­
tion victims and scientists with no 
ties to the military or other insti­
tutions that conducted human ra­
diation-research.

A number of committee mem­
bers have direct links to human 
radiation research, or to the insti­
tutions now under ethical review 
for conducting that research.

As the World Bank celebrates its 
fiftieth anniversary, it is under 
fire from activists, members of 

• Congress, and citi­
zens of the countries 

-■ suffering from envi­
ronmental and so­
cial problems linked

to the Bank’s funding policies.
The most organized criticism 

of the World Bank comes from 
the 50 Years Is Enough cam­
paign. comprised of more than 
200 religious, environmental, la­
bor, student, and human-rights 
organizations around the globe. 
The campaign is calling for the 
World Bank to open itself 
to public accountability, give 
decision-making power to 
women and the poor who are 
most affected by its policies, put 
an end to environmentally de­
structive practices, and reduce 
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violation of medical ethics 
but no harm doncj they 
may say. ’Well, these are 
people in lhe nuclear med­
icine field, or people com­
ing out of lhe military who 
are being asked to pass 
judgment on lhe mili­
tary—they arc not telling 
the truth. "

The Task Force has 
been quietly lobbying for 
balance on the committee. 
Brown says. "But we 
haven't had any response. 
We re realizing that the 
White I louse may be drag­
ging its feet on this thing." 
A number of radiation vic-

cAKoic callagher tims are becoming impa­
tient, and are publicly protesting 
the makeup of the committee.

Radiation victims advocate 
Geoffrey Sea told the Advisory 
Committee that he fears its linal 
report, which is due next April, 
will say, “Thank God the doses 
were low and no harm was done. 
We need a memorial for these 
people ami let's move ahead."

For more information, contact 
the National Committee for Ra­
diation Victims, 6935 Laurel Av­
enue. Takoma Park, MD 20912; 
(202)775-8786.

£0
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consent, one has to appreciate 
that during those decades (’40s, 
*50s and early ’60s) no one

T

human_radiation experiments is 
finally getting down to the is-

I

important th 
unfairly pick 
did radiation

Republican takeover of Congreee 
will affect possible federal they are being sinri< 

said, the report could 1

dethroned from past," said Cooper Brown of the 
chairmanships National Committee for Radia-

governmei 
been wro:

' Coni
29Jay Katz, a panel member and 

fale Law School professor, saida Yale Law he said.

II

experiments puts the panel at 
risk of leaving some out, he said. 
Congress would have to decide 
which groups are compensated.

tion Victims.
The advisory committee is 

i exhaustive
----------------------of whether the

... .■

the part of thi 
sorely lacking; 
compared with present 

Royal, a 
the Wi

*50s and early ’60s) no one 
took informed consent very 
seriously,” Katz said.

Dr, David Egilman of Brown 
University i 
one of thi

victims and their families, the - 
committee is looking at writing 
guidelines that Congress could

be amounts related to various.

Sudi talk worries representa­
tives of radiation victims.

"You see this reluctance 
emerging about passing judg­
ment on what went on in the

sues that matter most for victims 
and their families - remedies and 
moral judgments.

The 14-member federal 
Advisory Committee on Human • 
Radiation Experiments panel is 
being watched every step of 
the way by victims’ groups and 
others who believe the panel 
will be reluctant to condemn 
the scientists and doctors who 
carried out the experiments. 

Others fret about how the

By Paul Barton

GANNETT NEWS SERVICE .V •
WASHINGTON - The presi­

dential panel reviewing Cold War

win affect possible federal 
payments to the victims or their 
surviving fariiily. Many nf rhe 
House members and senators 
who spoke out for compensation 
last year have either been 
thrown out of Congress by 
the voters ox; in the case of 
Democrats, been dethroned from 
the committee i  
from which they would have 
lobbied for compensation. 

The advisory committee, 
which has uncovered hundreds 
of experiments, is now 
considering what it will say 
to the president and Congress 
about those who carried out the 
experiments and the need for 
compensation. The panel erparts 
to make many decisions on those 
fronts within the next month. 
A final report to the president 

- and Congress is expected in late 
spring or early summer.

The degree to which those - 
who served as subjects of the 
experiments were fully informed 
remains the key issue. In many 
instances, documents show;

Victims worry election changes views
evidence af informed consent on th® experiments, said
the part of those subjects was
sorely lacking; especially when 
compared with present practices. 

Dr. Henry Royal, a radiation 
expert from the Washington 
University School of Medicine
in St Louis, Mo, said it is 
important that the panel not
unfairly pick on scientists who 
did radiation work. 

"One of the most important
things I think for the committee 
to determine is whether or 
not radiation experiments were
conducted in a way that 
was similar to other medical 
experiments at the time,
whether they were ethically
worse or better;" Royal said. 

If radiation researchers
believe they are being singled
out, he i
“conitexproductive."

tivas of radiation victims.

; . '-j v-'- -v.

Las Vegas SUN, 11/22/94 (2B)

Coda.

Radiation panel
nils key issues

University in Rhode Island, 
one of . the most outspoken

the Nuremberg Code was well 
publicized and that similar 
informed consent standards had 
been published by the American • 
Medical Association in 1946.

"We killed German physicians 
based on the Nuremberg Code 
and it was applied retroactively 
to them,” he said.

Ruth Faden, the chairman 
of the advisory committee, 
declined to commit herself on 
whether the committee will 
render^judgments. "We’ll see,”

On possible remedies for 
victims and their families, the - 
committee is looking at writing 
guidelines that Congress could 
use in deciding compensation

experiments. ‘

Kenneth Feinberg, law pro- • 
fessor at Georgetown University, 
said a key issue in deciding the 
need for compensation is the de­
gree of government “culpability" 
in the experiments.

The remedies could range 
from cash to simple apologies 
or a combination.

. The more likely that the 
government can show to have 
been wrong in its supervision 
of researchers or outside 
contractors, the better the 
remedy would have to be, he 
“id.

“I don’t think we are going 
to make reference to specific ■ - 
experiments. We’re going to 
set out specific guidelines to 
apply any experiment to those 
guidelines,” he said.

To make reference to specific

“If they (researchers) are 
judged by standards of informed

engaged in an
consideration of  
1947 Nuremberg Code should 

. have applied to Cold War 
researchers. The code, developed 
in reaction to Nazi war crimes, 
outlined extensive steps that 
should be taken to inform 
subjects of medical experiments 
what will happen to them 
and all the possible medical 
ramifications.

The Defense Department 
adopted it as ofiKcial policy in a 
1953 secret memo. It’s uncertain 
how widespread the word of 
the policy became with military, 
researchers and contractors.
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ea pigs" in radiation experiments first publ 
after World Warn, national expert attention.

for the Atomic Bomb Casualty pcrimenters might frighteningly 
Commission in Nagasaki, Japan, have considered ‘expendable*: the
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forciag the general distrust of gov*
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Citizens for Nuclear Tedmology "became nuclear calibration de*
- - - ... < • •• - •

’ SaSnTformtfrwwi firector ea pigs...or populations that’ ex*

Also during the prograam. Dr.
Ruth Patrick and Dr. Eugene P

a to Etfle kings’ intbS own dih
pKnyenng rtmronmental work at y.s. Secretary Hazel O’Leary mam u HmTa. so venre sen
the Sayanriah River Site.

During an introduction, CNTA 
Board Chairman Dr. Fred C. Da­
vidson said Sagan was a person 
who "knew the facts" about radia­
tion experiments and could allay 
public fears.

Sagan: Full Radiation Story Untold
scientists are besmirched," he fi»V »«• injected, nine --7

_2‘ (tied in five years, four lived be-

ft Ex-

gy SHANNON BAYNHAM

$a"wrt“ num..

AUGUSTA-To refate Coojrw "Ameraa
sional reports that American doc- Three Decades of Radiation

fi^Shshed'tait^^ed Ilttie Sagan said that testmg might have

Dr. Leonard Sagan addressed the ^According to the nput, citizens.

AweneMMondaynight vices... who...became willing guin* was widely accepted at time."

ers do not have the personal free­
dom or rights to deny volunteering

-----------a full investigation to dis- Nothing previous to that Hw 
close all government-sponsored ex- done with patient’s he
periments and award said.
compensation. "If we are to judge those expcri-

Sagan said other experiments meats on the basis of today's ethi;

^^TMoaTof what the public bo- newspaper and Times magazine, mentation, certainly there is valid 
ikAm doo wwwi ■ wiiwemvo»0>

lieves about radiation is based on
fragments of Information or emo­
tional responses, not the whole sto-

• ry," Dr. Davison said.

Conpaso- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

but none died of bone cancer. ' ■
m. On the issue of using prisoners, 

bear morally unethical but was 
common.

"The use of prisoner volunteers

"It used to be that physicians

thing they were doing. Doctors

and current head of radiation elderly, prisoners, hospital if he or she wanted to. 
health studies at the Electric Pow- patients...." 
er Research Institute, was the key- A few yean later, a reporter Sagan said the mam question 
note speaker for the third annual &om the Albaquerqve Tribune was whether or not each patient 

- T>Ikr T^ire sponsored by wrote about a case from the report was fully informed.

CNta. where U terminally QI elderly pa-
Also during the prograam. Dr. were unknowingly injected “R to be that physicians 

Ruth Patrick and Dr. Eugene P. with small doses of plutonium be- didn't inform their patients of any-

Oto retired mri> far thdr

and U.S. Secretary Hazel O’Leary main as little as 50 yean ago. 
ordered a full mvestigation to dis- Nothing previous to *h>f Hm* 
close all government-sponsored ex- done with patient’s consent," he

"If we are to judge those experi-

were listed in the New York Times cal standards for metical expert 

-2 z:______ „ ■ .. ■ - i l
comparing them to experiments judgement."
conducted during the Holocaust. .
One of the American experiments Y1 ,€8". Weaves re- 
thai received attention was prison- that me<ljcal experiments

can not be conducted without full X-r^on thtirSde^mdy Wctom re­

Sagan said xaany media reports Sagan said that even when pa- 

m.'iiY.'i fa pntotbe whd. or

Of Ufa U elderly paUto inject- 
"We have enough distrust in gov- ed with plutonium, none of them 

emment without casting disper-1 are believed to have died from the 
sions on the credibilty of govern- injection, 
meat research In science." Dr.. Plutonium is a highly toxic And
Sagan said. ratioactive element, and the great-

"Wben. these experiments are est risk for the It patients was de­
compared to the horrors of what velopmg bone cancer, 
went on in Nazi concentration Sagan said that before the injec-
camps, the character of reputable tious, none were expected to live

more than 10 year*.
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ticsts are ftiQjr tafonned, the-prob- 
lexn. continues because studies 
show that few uoderstaod when 
they are part ofaa experiment that 
could be harmfiil
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He has received other awards in­
cluding the Crafbord Prize, an 
equivalent to the Nobel Prize

After hit speech. Dr. Patrick and ! 
Dr. Odum were preaentod awards.

Dr. Patrick fint studied the ef- 
fbda of Savannah River Site on the 0
Savannah River's ecosystem, and 
the person after which tip USGA 
Aiken Ruth Patrick Stience Center 
is named. She has also served as 
president of the American Society 
of Naturalists and has lead ecologi- 
cal expeditions to countries around 
theworld. •

Dr. Odum was noted as the "te­
ther of modern ecology" and the 
person responsible for establishing 
the Savannah River Ecology Lab­
oratory operated on Site by the 
University of Georgia.
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Saenger defends radiation tests
7 mg.

tanl

poor science

which was his lack of '•protocol." tion treatment for disease " a 
clearly outlining the scope and pur- 1950 Air Force document said.

follow proper informed consent JnJhe^tex^thLlsios. he dents the UC doctors selected 

procedures, which the committee’s said, Saenger’s work was noTlhal “These survival data sugg

/
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He says treatments 
helped ease suffering
BY PAUL BARTON
Enquirer Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Cincinnati’s 
Dr. Eugene Saenger defended his 
human radiation experiments in a 
paper written last month and sub­
mitted to the presidential panel 
appointed to review Cold War ex­
periments.

In the document submitted to 
the federal Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments, he 
defended whole-body radiation 
treatments he conducted at Cincin­
nati General Hospital, now Univer­
sity Hospital.

Saenger said that by and large, 
the experiments were successful 
as palliative measures — treat-

gy centers by conducting special 
examinations and measures of pa­
tients who are undergoing radia-

staff criticized him for on Monday, bad. But "1 find very little of use that, although the patients mav
Although the committee has un- tEat came of this wnFV------------------ j-- ■ __ 7

covered numerous Pentagon docur Meanwhile, the presidential of them were m ^asor^bTy g^d 
ments from the 1950s and 1960s committee uncovered additional health and were not ’terminal’ at 
calling on nubtary researchers to Pentagon documents from the Cold that point ” the staff reported

SB ments designed follow exhaustive informed consent War that showed government offi- 
pi to ease suffer- procedures, Saenger said none was cials thought it was wrong to sub- 

•ng; passed on to him. During the life of ject healthy volunteers to radiation
It is impor- the contract, he said, "no official experiments but had no such 

tanl to realize statement of DoD (Department of qualms about subjecting hospital 
that in any giv- Defense) policy was provided or patients to such treatments
en patient it is sent io UC." -Since the need is pressing, it
not possible to Ronald Neumann, a George would appear mandatory to take 
determine ob- Washington University expert on advantageofinvestigationopportu- 
j e c t i v e I y nuclear medicine and a member of nities that exist in certain radiolo- 
whether death the committee staff, said Saenger’s

Saenger occurred too work represented "poor science”
soon or was prolonged as a result for several reasons, not the least of
of cancer treatment," Saenger which was his lack of "protocol," 
wrote. L'

Saenger also defended himself poses of the research and how
on the charge that he failed to success would be measured.

Much of the panel’s discussion 
Monday concerned ihe type of pa- 

“These survival data suggest
" " - __ /

have had incurable cancers, many

ments from the 1950s and 1960s committee uncovered additional health and
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WASHINGTON — Severn! members of a 
panel reviewing Cold War era human redia­
lion experiments say Dr. Eugene Saenger 
was more concerned with providing data Io 
the Department of Defense than addressing 
the suffering of his patients at Cincinnati 
General Hospital.

At best, said Dr. Ron Neumann, senior 
policy analyst for the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments, the DC 
radiologist was involved in "sloppy medical 
research" and "poor science" during the 1!

By Bin Straub
Poti WKMngton Bureau

years he spent conducting total-body irradia­
tion research.

The experiments. Neumann told the panel 
Monday, resulted in "very little of use" lo 
the medical community. Saenger tailed to so 
much as outline what he hoped to accom­
plish on behalf of his Bfl subjects.

And in some cases, the experiments 
proved immediately harmful. One document 
before the panel maintains that a cancer 
patient, identified as Maud Jacobr. was 
home caring for her children nite day in 19M 
when she was called to lhe hospital for treat­
ment, Ms. Jacobs became "violently ill" the 
next day and died 25 days Inter.

Saenger’s radiation tests 
‘of little use,’

C)
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Saenger’s UC patients 

Inside: Saenger paper de­
fends tests, A3

Although Saenger’s work in­
volved terminally ill cancer patients, 
the whole-body radiation blasts he 
subjected them to exposed them to a 
quicker death "than they would oth­
erwise realize,” Stern said.

Saenger’s work, funded mostly by 
the Pentagon, was carried out by 
him and a team of University of 
Cincinnati researchers from 1960 to 
1971. General Hospital is now 
known as University Hospital. The 
work involved whole or total-body 
irradiation of 88 cancer patients.

The Pentagon was interested in 
the effects of radiation on the human 
body so that it could better prepare 
soldiers lor the nuclear battlefield.

not told of risk, panel says
BY PAUL BARTON
Enquirer Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Dr. Eugene
Saenger did not adequately warn 
patients of the risk of death from his
human radiation experiments at Cin­
cinnati's General Hospital a genera­
tion ago and bis work represented
"pour science,” the staff of a presi­
dential panel said Monday.

Saenger’s work received its most 
detailed review yet from the staff of 
the federal Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments,
which President Clinton appointed
earlier this year to review the work
of Cold War experiments.

"Il s dear one thing they (pa­
tients) weren't told was the potential 
risk of death," said Gary Stern, a
panel staff member who has been 
looking at Saenger's work.
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The calculation is intended to
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public aversion to radiation at

• tendM^J^lewho h^e been diatiw p^ It wm

Agency considers a range or 1 in r'**'
15,000 premature cancer deaths yxJOUN glenn 

. to 1 in 1.5 million deaths from ex­
posure to a Superfund cleanup 
site as acceptable.

But the same agency also con-

OCT 2 8 1994

Agencies rate risks differently

todof ‘When you've got such an assorted hodgepodge of 
" ° standards throughout the government I don’t think 

the public’s interest Is being served.’

Agencies rate hsks oinerenuy
Glenn scolds regulators, demands ’coherent' standards on radiation^exposure

ByTEDWENDUNC

rum ocam aiKMita

What is an acceptable level of
risk to radiation exposure?

Technology Policyj_wh»ch Glenn The GA0 aljo (ddreaaed prob-

I was not returned. mation of risks, saying tt could
I The GAO study found that coat- "lead to levels of regulatory dose 
benefit analyses done by federal and risk limitatioo that require

■be subjected are complex and nificantly reduce the health nak 
controversial — not to mention to the public." ,*
macabre. Glenn haa said be is consider-1

I "Such factors may include etbi- ing legislation that would create a 
cal concerns, equitable sharing of separate radiation regulatory 
costs and benefits, perceived agency. Legislaboo be sponaored 
public aversion to radiation at in 1979 »*^dI io ’
any exposure level, and costs and Carter's creation, of a

5 benefits to people who have been diation policy council. It was later 
defined as not within the at-risk disbanded by President Reagan.

population," the authors wrote.
They noted that agencies would
be subject to criticism "if their
cost-benefit analyses are per­
ceived as being inequitable or un­
fairly placing monetary values on
human lives."

The report says most agencies
have not established cost-benefit
ratios that attach a dollar value to
avoided deaths. The one excap­

several stunning disparities and the government taking apiece- j( c|tM ifi an benchmark 
incongruities in the radiation-ex- med J" of $2 mU,‘on expended per hypo-

side’s ! in 40 deaths from indoor posure limits federal agencies public protection regulations. thetical death avoided,

radon exposure as an acceptable have set. "When you've got such an as- The ^0^00 is intended to
mortality rate. For iDBtance, the EPA’s pro- sortedn* assist utilities in designing pro­

Citing a 1
wyT nienfed2ZrjeMfes hare terel expected to cause, dead*

•Through the yoars, there ha. S^kesmeo for both agencies „id Mty E?T NRC and t^- 

debate over cotfdn'tdbcuss -fjTEH OK^abbKi ibout

it. radiation-protection strategies

For instance, the EPA’s pro-

OfS Osti?
plan within 90 days to create "ra- , 1IH u ..... _________ "id -

tional and coherent” radiation- been considerable debate over
safety standards or Congress will ,how Mfe b wben lt comes to
do the job for you. the public’s exposure to radia-

The GAO report, House’s” (Mfice of Science and authors wrote.

ACCCPlADie luiaiauvu JW>A w iuc uroM.~ ---------------    J Technology Kilin1 <lnc VOW mw awe wssrewa.
Public is Lacking/’ highlights debate has, in part, resulted in asked to assist the EPA and NEC, jeing ^jguftlng from the overesti-

"iead'to teveteoirregulatory dose
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loratory’t biomedical division, has be-
second American to earn the emperor

Mendelsohn told lab officials he was not sure . 
specifically why he was given the honor, the

, f ■

i
i

■ ■■■-

LIVERMORE — Mortimer Mendelsohn, the 
former director of- the Lawrence Livermore Nf 
tjonal Laboratory’s biomedical division, has be­
come the second American to earn the emperor 
of Japan's Third Order of the Sacred Treasure.

Mendelsohn was awarded the honor for his 
work as vice-chairman of the Radiation Effects 
Research Foundation in Hiroshima, which 
studies the long-term health effects of the atomic

highest the Japanese bestow on foreigners.

But medical researcher Jon Gofinan, who pre­
ceded Mendelsohn as the lab’s biomedical chief, 
suggested it might have to do with a series ofov- 
ports recently released by his respected fouMiv 
tlon and championed by Mendelsohn. , t a

Those reports say there is no safe level of ^jr- 
diatlon exposure.

Traditionally, many scientists have held tbgt 
human cells can repair damage done by fc* 
doses of radiation. That would create a threshold 
of radiation dosage under which exposure Is safe.

Local radiation study 

nets Japanese award
Sy Jonathan Wetoman
STAFF WHIBR
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The Innocents of WWII?

Y for decades, if not centuries, not just geopo- 
litical maps, but also how entire nations

t

I.

I

early scripts did, that a moral cause was con­
cluded in an immoral fashion enrages many

display at the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum of part of the Enola

bomb stamp caused a diplomatic incident 
with Japan. At the end of last week, Tokyo’s
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Americans—particularly those who came of 
age during the war. The Smithsonian’s cura­
tors have felt their wrath, and are now on 
their fifth version of the Enola Gay’s script. 

To the Japanese, by contrast, the discus­
sion that Americans ire now having about 
Hiroshima is utterly alien. Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki allowed the Japanese to believe 
thattheywereasmuchvictimasaggressorih . 

- World War II. It is an attitude that took hold 
in the war's aftermath, when there was little

■

% •

* ■ • 
war in the Pacific by dropping two atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Con­
troversy has already engulfed the planned

Foreign Minister Yohei Kono was consid­
ering a formal diplomatic protest. “If neces­
sary. I want to convey Japanese feelings to 
the U.S. side in some form,” he said.

The emotions stirred by the Hiroshima

' k"

■
I- ;"S

what constitutes "good” or "bad" history. 
Wars, particularly one fought on the scale of 

■ World War II. are defining events, shaping

4 •

* ?•

Gay—the plane that dropped the Little Boy 
on Hiroshima—and the U.S. Postal Serv­
ice's plan to issue a commemorative atom-

■ ')

■ ■ •

’ 7

Newsweek

/.

< come to see themselves and their place in the 
world. For America. World War II will al­
ways be the “Good War." The raid on Pearl 
Harbor jolted the country out of an isolation­
ist stupor, and its intervention in the war 
against fascism was as plain a triumph of 
good versus evil as recent history provides. 
It supplied the moral underpinning for the . 
long struggle against communism that en­
sued. To imply, as the Smithsonian exhibit's

1 193!

S •

Japan: Its ‘victim’ mentality goes back to Hiroshima’-and reaches to trade

By Bill Powell

'OU LICK IT. YOU STICK IT AND
you forget it. In most cases, a
stamp is a stamp is a stamp. But
when it bears the following in­
scription: "Atomic bombs hasten

war s end.” under the image of a billowing
mushroom cloud ... well, that is no ordi­
nary stamp.

Old soldiers may just fade away, but old
wars emphatically do not. Not. in particular,
during big anniversary years, when the
chain that links past to present snaps taut —
as it has now. in anticipation of the 50th
anniversary of the end of World War II.
Scabs that had hardened are picked at anew.
Just two weeks ago the Japanese Foreign
Ministry admitted publicly that it had failed
to notify Washington cf its intention to wage
war against the United States. With docu­
ments detailing the snafu, the Japanese gov­
ernment apologized to its own people—not
to .Americans—for the attack that led to its
nation's utter destruction four years later. .

The chain of events that Pearl Harbor
started. 53 years ago this week, leads
straight to the most contentious and emo- , ».wuu.»
tional issue: the U.S. decision to end the ■ debate are only in the narrowest sense about
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the United States: any effort to pry open official explanation that dropping the bomb 
Japanese marljets is invariably portrayed as prevented a bloody invasion."
America’s ‘’bashing” or “bullying" Japan. Not

»

8

Newsweek

Japan’: 
which

.America’s 'bashing" or “bullying" Japan. Not For the next eight months, as the contro- .
surprisingly, when the Smithsonian asked versy builds, that question will be front and 
the curators at Hiroshima’s famous Peace center. Did the bomb prevent an invasion of 
Memorial Museum for assistance, the Japa- Japan that would have made Normandy 
nese were eager to comply. The museum is, as look like a training exercise, or not? The
Buruma wrote, “the mecca of Japanese vic- subject is of fierce dispute among histori- 
timhood." For years it has dis- ans. But as J. Samuel Walker,
played harrowing, deeply mov- chief historian at the Nuclear
ing images of the destruction that Regulatory Commission, wrote
occurred on Aug. 6—but no recently, “The historical con-
shred of information about what, sensus ... which held that the
if anything, had come before it. bomb was used primarily for

Now, as the Smithsonian military reasons [i.e., to avoid a
slowly bends to the protests of bloody invasion of Japan] ...
U.S. veterans groups, the Peace continues to prevail.” That such
Memorial Museum managers a “consensus" has done little to
are rethinking their cooperation change Japan's xnew of things is
with the exhibit. The mayor of not surprising. National my-
Hiroshima wrote to Vice Presi- thology dies hard anywhere. As
dent Al Gore protesting the for the Smithsonian, the Enola
change in the exhibit’s tone: Gay exhibit—version five—
“The mentality which justifies opens in May. The millions who
not only the dropping of the will attend wnll be the final arbi-
atomic bomb, but also war itself^ ter as to its value. Then, per­
makes us, the citizens of Hiro- . haps mercifully, the anniversa-
shima. angry and sad." The new ries of 1995 will finally be over,
atom-bomb stamp wnll make co- i and it’ll be 50 long years before
operation even more problem- we see the likes of them again.

NuagaSa1ki MayOr1.H“°' RO..N SMUM4Xin Nn.- fork,

stu Motosmma last week m a Peter McKillop and
released statement: “Under the Kat Itoi in Tokyo

interest in a historical reckon- mushroom cloud, tens of thou-
ing. A true coming to terms sands of children, women and
would have divided Japanese civilians were injured or killed."
society; and there was a cold war Japan's reaction to the debate,
on. after all. so if the Japanese in though predictable, is also iron-
their educational system mini- ic; it comes when the country has
mized Japan's war making in the moved to provide (as the Smith-
Pacific. what did it matter? ' • sonian is now doing) more "con-

The bombings became a kind text” to its own discussion about
of psychic salve for the nation; in the war, including in its muse-
the Japanese eye they were acts urns. A grisly traveling exhibi-
so barbaric that they effectively ■ tion detailing the atrocities of
canceled out. on the Great Mor-. Japan’s notorious Unit 731 —
al Scale, whatever atrocities Ja- which conducted medical ex­
pan had committed during the periments on innocents—has
war. Most reject out of hand the drawn massive crowds. Even at
view that the bombing may have the Peace Memorial Museum it-
actually saved lives—both Japa- . self, a newly renovated wing
nese and American. To raise was opened in June, showing
that possibility is to impugn the that Hiroshima was home to
memory of the bomb's victims. mammoth munitions factories
As author Ian Buruma wrote recently in as well as what was then the country's sec- 
“The Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in ond most important military school. 
Germany and Japan," "Hiroshima in Japan Still, for many in Japan, Hiroshima re- 
is more than a symbol of national martyr- mains beyond reasoned historical discus- 
dom; Hiroshima is a symbol of absolute evil. sion. “We can never accept an interpretation 
often compared to Auschwitz.” of history that justifies the bombing.” insists

Small nation: Japan’s sense of virtimiTa- Peace Museum director Hiroshi Harada, 
tion reinforces a cherished self-image: that of There are those—including some of the 
a small, defenseless, virtually resource-free younger members of the Smithsonian 
nation that must occasionally bear the bur- staff—who would accuse the U.S. veterans . 
dens of bullies elsewhere in the world. It’s a groups of a similar rigidity. Early bn, apian- 
pose that to this day Tokyo sometimes adopts ning document from the exhibit urged that 
to great effect during trade negotiations with the display “resist the dogmatic belief in the
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Human Radiation Treatments
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On Friday, a presidential panel announced that it has already
uncovered more than 400 of these experiments, with more to come.

MARK FELDSTEIN: During the cold "war, the U.S. government 
waged'a secret battle, not only against communism, but also against 
its own citizens.

FELDSTEIN: But it was the government that was conducting 
scientific experiments on its people, releasing radiation in the 
air, injecting patients with plutonium, usually in secret without 
consent.

FADEN [Advisory Cmte. on Human Radiation
We don't know yet what fraction of those 

experiments, which now are 400 and tomorrow will be 450 and will 
probably be in the thousands by the time we finish, involved the 
use of subjects in studies that offered nd prospect or little 
prospect of benefit to the subjects.

Although information on these experiments has been previously 
disclosed, CNN's Mark Feldstein reports this is the first evidence 
so many Americans were used as human guinea pigs.

DORIS BAKER [Granddaughter of Radiation Victim]: 
happened to babies, little children, pregnant women, mentally 
impaired people, and prisoners, most of which were black. Will 
someone please tell me why did our government let this happen?

6:20 PM AWMINCf

FELDSTEIN: Perhaps thousands of Americans were turned into
4 unwitting human guinea pigs, all justified as a way to research how

NewVoric 212-309-1400 
Chicago: 312-541-2080 
• Datrott: 810-344-1177

• Batton: 617-536-2232 
Philadelphia: 215-567-7600 

. San Franclaco: 415-395-9131 
Miami: 305-358-3358 

. Washington: 301-656-4068 
Loa Angalaa: 213-I6M124

BERNARD SHAW: A presidential panel released a report today 
saying hundreds of secret human radiation experiments were 
conducted by the United States government following World War 2.

Amwi la awwa »e oMerocy ef m Ota rial auppM by II, M conrat be reaponaAle tor mittoUt or ominiona.
TV tepM be eaed ior Me and fofonoc pwpom only. * «ay eel be feproducMl. mid V pubMy dMononod or a^ib^d.
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humans are affected by radiation and how they would survive a 
nuclear war.

t
STEVEN AFTERGOOD [Federation of American Scientists]: These 

scientists and these agencies were allowed to conduct these kinds 
of experiments under the cloak of secrecy. They were not made 
accountable to the public, they were not even accountable to 
Congress or some leaders of their own agency and, as a result, they 
did all kinds of stupid and occasionally criminal things.

FELDSTEIN: The panel found that government officials at the 
highest levels debated the ethics of these experiments but decided 
to go ahead anyway.

A final report is expected this spring to determine how bad 
the scandal was and what can be done now. One key question, >. 
whether to compensate the people who were victimized by their own 
government.

SENATOR JOHN GLENN [(D) Ohio): Some of the experiments that 
were done, done intentionally on people without their knowledge, I 
find intolerable, even in the days of the cold war. And obviously, 
what we want assurances are that there's nothing like that being 
done today.

FELDSTEIN: But the full extent of the damage may never be
Nearly a half century after the experiments first began, 

even the presidential panel can't get access to all of the 
classified documents. '
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pared to natural background levelr
Radiation is arguably the most thoroughly studied

i in

women’s lives if they fall victim nuclear medicine.
They now are proclaiming an unrealistic danger in 

mammography screening. And they are pressuring 
the medical community to stop using radioactive 
materials to diagnose and treat cancer.**.

As part of their strategy, a handful oHrresponsible 
scientists have fostered the impression that there is a 
raging scientific controversy about the effecu of 
radiation.

In fact, there is remarkable scientific consensdf on 
the relative risks associated with radiation.

An example of that consensus is a recent report 
7_____ —i

Scientific Affairs — the product of a large task force

OCT 2 3 1994

Fear of radiation is hindering 
treatments

^avttn T. Longmire Jr. practices family medicine 
in Hitchcock.

J3allaX Jfarniiuj XrhrX
CtrcvUtian MS J It

La 
WARREN 
LONGMIRE

fears about cancer. The same people who see dangers and understood environmental phenomenon 

nature, in part because it is so easily measured.
That ease of detection is also responsible for some 

of the fear it engenders; it is easy to assume that if
something can be measured, it must be dangerous.

In a similar way, chemophobia — the fear of man­
made pesticides and industrial chemicals — has been 
growing in recent years because it has become possi­
ble to measure potentially toxic chemicals in parts
per billion, rather than in parts per million, as was 
the case several years ago.

As women try to protect themselves from breast 
cancer, the worst thing they can do is retreat into 
fear-driven ignorance.

The anti-nuclear campaigners and their champi­
ons are not required to observe the overarching prin­
ciple of Hippocrates: First, do no harm.

By sensationalizing the subject of radiation, they 
are indeed doing harm to biomedical research and to 
health.

Breast cancer will claim more in cellular telephones are terrorizing people about 
U... IP at.*, d.ll ___ •_____ .

to an unfounded fear of radia­
tion and lose confidence, in
today's safe diagnostic methods.

The amount of radiation from
a mammogram is less than that
from an X-ray of a fractured*
wrist

As a family physician, the
phobia of radiation gives me

great concern. Most of us do not realize the extent to
which illogical fears have wasted health care dollars.

Hospitals and medical labs that produce low-level --------------
radioactive wastes now must set aside precious space fr0® American Medical Association Council on 
and money for facilities to store the waste. ’ *• * * * > —17

That is because anti-nuclear scaremongers have of physicians, physicists, chemists, public health 
succeeded in blocking the development of central experts and other authorities, 
waste repositories. Funds that otherwise might go The report concludes that radiation from man­
toward cancer research are being earmarked for tern- made sources like nuclear power plants is small 
porary waste storage at hospitals. --------------- -------* ■ ■ ■

Radiation controversies have greatly exaggerated

J
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ducted, the Femald group probably 
will divvy up Sb million to $9 mil-D
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Gold War’s nuclear victims 
force compensation from feds

lion — compared with more than 
$15 million the Energy Bepartment

was not about huge awards but

accomplished: The agreement re- 1 to°’ was tiine- Nearly * third of Fer- 

worker compensation. Most survivors are in their 60s —
r ... • .

ironic: Defense lawyers stand to cd- medical monitoring now,’’ said

tomey. 'They can’t wait four or 
years."

AVID Chalk worked in
secrecy for decades,
helping the govern-.
ment process uranium
for nuclear weapons

during the Cold War. That conflict
is over, but he feels he’s still paying
the price — with his health.

Chalk believes the bone cancer
that ravaged his left upper arm and

•• required 30 cobalt treatments is tied
to radiation exposure, though he’s
never been able to prove it

Now, at 64, a decade after heart
trouble forced him to retire, he may
be compensated by the government
— not for physical injury, but for
emotional distress.

To him, there’s little to celebrate.
“This ain't going to bring your

health back,” he says, his raspy
voice trailing off in frustration.
“Even if you got a million dollars, it
won't do that. And mine is shot"

For sonic there is rancor, for
others relief as another chapter
comes to a close in the nation's
troubled nuclear history.

. After a 4M-year legal struggle, a
federal judge in Cincinnati will hold
a hearing Tuesday on a proposed
settlement for workers of the Feed
Materials Production Center at Fer­
naid.

This tentative $20 million
agreement is believed the first time
the government has agreed to pay a
group of former workers at a nu­
clear weapons plant for emotional
distress, including fears of in­
creased risk of cancer.

And, while admitting no wrong- settlement after Tuesday’s hearing.

up the tab for medical monitoring,
or annual physicals, for those
people as long as they live: An ini-

But others who are sick or 
alarmed by studies suggesting 
former plant workers had higher 
cancer rates and shorter life spans 
are disappointed.

In fact, the Energy Department 
says it has spent $70 million on 
legal fees to defend nuclear plant 

• contractors over the past five years.
Johnson, another'of the seven . 1 :

By Sh™ Cot-n I<» wort,™

FERNALD, OHIO “It’s time to get straight with the . After legd and other fees are de- 
’ ■ American worker."

But former workers at the Ohio 
plant, which dosed in 1989, are di­
vided about how much they really ^faiowledges'^^eni odr

wo*’; ’ hired by the contractor to fight
It was a psychological victory workers. "Who’s the winner here?” 

for me that we got something. We Dorton said. "We have sued cur- 
did count,” said Martha Adams, one . selves and our fellow countrymen." (

was settled this summer in the
middle of the trial.

. In this suit, National Lead of 
rS^d nSS ' Ohio Inc - "“"aS*1 P1^
named plamtifls. As dtaens, we- 1985 iLs na^nt PnmnFanv

. don t need to bankrupt the govern­
ment”

THE TRIBUNE, Oakland, California Dcr • 81394
Circulation 134.504

until 1985, and its parent company, 
National Lead Industries Inc., were 

. accused of knowingly exposing 
'I workers and subcontractors to ex­

cessive, even deadly levels of radia­
tion — then concealing the risks. It 
is the second big Femald case. In
a^Jx.'ss ■ 

with area residents, who claimed 
emotional distress as well as lower- 
property values.

The plant, 18 miles northwest of 
Cincinnati and now called the Fer-

Project, processed uranium for nu­
clear weapons from 1953 until
1987. A 20-year clean-up is under
way, estimated to cost billions.

Survivors getting old

In settling, defense attorney 
David Bemick says one goal was to 
stem further legal costs.

And though Bemick said he un­
derstands workers’ health anxieties, 
"I don’t think those concerns are 
founded tn the science."

While money was a factor,

and it just makes you want to break 
down and cry, knowing what you’ve 
been exposed to all those years," la­
ments Floyd Grubb, who said he 
was diagnosed with bone cancer in 
1986. “The government got what

Now, they’ve turned their backs on 
us."

And Jim Dorton, another of the 
seven representatives, says the case 
increased his anxiety because he 
saw his medical records and learned 

I more about the medical fate of co­
workers. *'What have I gained? 
Nothing,” he declared..

A judge still must approve the

doing,thegovemmentaisowiDpick Workers’ attorneys insist the case 
was not about huge awards but 
about changing policy, which was

tial $5 million of the total will be set moves nuyor obstacles in collecting naJd workers are dead, 
aside to cover them. worker compensation. Most survivors are in their 60s or

"The government has finally Still, the financial conclusion is arid "have health problems and
come to the conclusion that there ironic: Defense lawyers stand to cd- need medical monitoring now," said
has to be resolution," said Stanley lect more than workers who say Lmrise Roselle, another worker at-
Chesley, a prominent Cincinnati at- their lives have been damaged.
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In the past, every claim was chai-

veteran, waged a seven-year battle
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kemia; instead, there were 16.
One study found Fernaid workers 

died at a median age of 58, five 
years younger than the U.S. median 
at the time, and had significantly 
higher rates of lung, blood, gas­
trointestinal and lymph cancer.

Those findings upset Dorton,
1 • ’ — ■ ■ • - - --

said. “Fm going to run out of time.1

But other research contradicted 
those findings, and Bentick was 
prepared to present testimony 
showing no increased incidence of 
radiation-related illness.

continued THE TRIBUNE, Oakland, California
Circulation 134.504

At least 30 percent of 6,400 Fer­
naid employees, widows and sub­
contractors probably will seek 
compensation, Roselle said. Their 
share will depend, in part, on their 
length of service.

Since this case was not about 
physical injury, key health questions 
remain unresolved. Each side had 
their experts and numbers.

Roselle contends that in a pop­
ulation the size of Fernaid workers,

wrongs. But she concedes it is no 
panacea.

“Can we undo history? No,” she
said. “In the best of all possible 
worlds, you’d like to make these
men 35 years old and healthy again, 
but you know I can’t do that.”

“When you are going up against
the United States government, there 
aren’t big victories. You don’t take 
huge jumps. You take steps. This is

Sharon Cohen is the AP’s Mid­
west regional reporter, based in 
Chicago.

lawyers and teams’ of experts in

r • _ • * . . _ ___
for 10 years. Less than a handful

• Those who are suffering don’t 
buy it

“It’s pretty hard to prove where 
you got cancer, but there’s no doubt' - 
in my mind,” said Chalk, who re­
calls how his respirator would fall 
off when he used a jackhammer to 
dig out sludge from furnaces. “It 
was like breathing coal dust I was
21. You didn’t know what danger 
you were really in.”

and widows facing high-powered
lawyers and teams of experts in 
hearings that frequently dragged on 
for 10 years. Less than a handful
prevailed. Even then, there was little 
to show. 

Herbert Kelly, a 27-year Femald 

« 57, 1. M. kto |

jects. “I feel like I’m rushed,"’ he ~ ------------------ --
efiiri tanint? nan mat Hsvia **

‘They ridiculed him ... and
treated him like a dog. It was just 
terrible,” said his widow, Corrilla. 
“He fought for so long for so little. 
™ It took the life out of that man.”

Cant undo history

In June, Herbert Kelly died of 
cancer. He was 65. His case was 
still on appeal Now, his widow will 
not have to start over.

T would like to see more mone­
tary gain, and I know he would
have,” she said. “But I’m tickled to
death no one will have to go what 
he went through.”

Roselle said this settlement goes 
as far as the law permits in righting
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The state of California 

and all the counties 
to be affected were 
notified well ahead of 
time. The media was invited 

to witness the test

«uld h. depostedtoChe* 

nmOar reasons tor four d*>» before being c*xrtod ««<.

becaifie the predicted meicorolocr «ueb ** 

wiMxepuUe amounts, or that abode «M delayed for 

w — — — - v
<_ There «3B wae cooductrd openly with the blw- 

etnga of praddont'i Tnunan. Elsenhower, K«u*dy and 
JUuison, as wcl those of the Congre«ional Joint

• Now you come along and, wtth Uule or no tawwiedge 
of the times in which all thia was considered rtMonable 

•rogu^’’ There "rogues" were among tiw flnest acien-

mental official# (appointed 
and elected) and Just su­
perb human bemgs in the 
history uf our country. They 
not only loved their 
country, they loved hu. 
nunity, and wuuH <h> 
nothing knowingly to hann 
aityone. Along with those

U.S. government deserves 
our trust on this one

presidents, there were m»- 
anti fuch m Sumner Pike. 
Bourkc Hickenlooper, Chet 
Wolifldd. Craig Hosmer, 
Howard Baker, Henry De­
Waif Smyth. WUJard Libby. 
John von Neumann. Glenn 

Seatxxil. Mary Bunting atul Dob lloUingrworth, to name 
a email fraction.

Kxperimentitlan without knowledge and consent la a

hair valuable the findings mlglu be. The test you wrote 
about cannot radonaUy n* put Into such a category.

Ar has been ruggerted many timM on these pages, 
you'd serve the wnuuunlty better by doing your homo- . 
work brfor* writing about a subject you know mxlung 
about. Depending solely on a U.S. congressman for 
your infotmadon U a dangciuus practice if you mean to 
oonvey ■ meMAg* accurately.

PuUk HealUt Service and their "rogue •ciwUllte'' con­
nived to conduct another expenmem un utwu»pecUng - - ------------- --. - hv

dsu, engineers, govetn-

By Edward Roming

OUR Sept. 4 editorial entitled “Our guinea 
pig citizens" was very disturbing indeed, 
bccotwc it revealed a terrible tneh. Nd be­
cause K left Ute leader with aa Imprcawon so 

____ distorted that it again casta serious doubt on 
whether we should place any trust In our initirutiona.

uary 19«5. the Atomic F.~-rgy Commission. »e U5.

niwd to conduct another experment un utuHopecting

»»»» “ • i “ -------,----- —. — -■ -- -
House membera, Rep. Edward Markey, D-More., "cited
documenta released in re­
cent weeks’’, revealing this
"Intentional accident"
involving a ‘•nuclear-paw.
cred lOckct at the Nevada
Test Site." '
_ ViltVoritey iarure
alen; alen euuugji to play
the part nf the tf chetyptol
politician grubbing for head.
tines, with the Ahwwda
Newspaper Group only too
happy to accommodate him
and his disgusting ilk.

Consider th«M facts:
1. This test, dubbed

KIWI-TNT (for transient nu­
clear tex) was the intentional doteructlon of a nuclear
rocket engine affixed to a stationary ure bed (not • test
of a nuclsar rodirt). The state of Cahfomi* and afl the -- -------------------------------
counties to be affected were notified wafl ahead nf time. ixactice and cannot be condoned, no matter
The media was Invncd to wtukae d»e tere. They took -- - - — ■ . - ------------
countless pictures and published them widely and rap­
idly. The national television networks reported on the
test that same evening, and the newapapwa published
accounts the day of the te* and for many days after.

2 There were more than 100 atomic tests that, wiih
intent, released redioactive debris from the test .die
from 1945 to 1953.

3. Tbesc tests were conducted wtthln strict
guidelines set with the scientific knowledge of effects of
radiation at the time. Many times tests were postponed
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The treatment involved placing a pod, tipped with

marine Survivors Group in Quincy, Mass., quit the has consistently refused to allow Farber and others 
organization Thursday, '5;; •?' "A to inspect or confirm the organization'srecords, in-

r

I

who raised the first public alarm about the treat- diation treatment, said he was diagnosed with na- 
ment •’ , .‘Sopharyngeal!cancer early this year after reading

‘Yes, I am1 obstructing the VA,” Garrity said

\ I

>
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Stuart Farber, former science adviser for the Sub-

sonal crusade — culminating with a article in the 
_•_ a ___ jf i rwv^ a*

get government and medical attention for veterans

U <•

A
A

A

t

’ \ t

saying scientific credibil­
ity is at stake in making an 
honest case for help to 

- Congress and the Ameri­
can people.

He charged that for 
months he has been un­
able to independently

Crusader for radiation 
treatment quits vet group
Stuart Farber says the president of the

i
h

For more than a decade, Farber has been on a p^ news accounts and seeking jnedical help, 
sonalcrusade—gilriiinating with a article in the uv--;T tb. va »

.New England Journal of Medicine in 19$2—to . Thursday, explaining that he is protecting veterans 
’ get government and medical attention for veterans

who received radium treatments during and after Plauesee VET/Afl 
I.

CONTINUED /

. Garrity, a submariner who received the nasal ra-

America’s
ATOMIC

Fallout

chiding any funds that may have been collected to 
support the effort. . , -

Farber said Garrity also has played cat and mouse 
with the Veterans Affairs Administration, which 
has been trying'to investigate the issue since sum­
mer. Garrity canceled a meeting this week with VA 
officials. j

. . Garrity, who organized the group and developed
confirm a variety of public and private claims made an alliance with^Farber after reading articles about 
by the organization, including that tens of thousands him and the treatment, said late Thursday that meet- 
of people have contacted the group for help. mgs with VA dbetors and scientists have been put

“I don’t know what’s real antf what’s not, and I onhold. I 
don’t want to be misleading anyone,” said Farber, “My attorney, s are handling it,” he said. 

- a Rhode Island specialist in radiation assessment

WbrldWarlL
'__________________ ______ _________________

a radioactive radium source, up the nostrils for sev­
eral minutes each.

Farber estimates that as many as 40,000 Navy 
and Air Force personnel may have received large

higher risks for certain cancers and thyroid disease.
Additionally, between 200,000 and400,000 civil-

organlzation has blocked his efforts to

Inspect Its records and confirm claims.
* r. ■ * •» .

• • •  f ‘

• . * *
By Lawrence Spohn doses of radiation, potentially exposing them to
tribune reporter higher risks for certain cancers and thyroid disease.

Claims that more than 100,000 Americans are ac- Additionally, between 200,000 and400,000 civil-
tively seeking help for radium treatments they re- have gotten the treatment for a variety of

’ ceived decades ago may not be accurate, a radia- ailments as late as the mid-1970s, Farber has esti- 

. non health assessment scientist says. . matr^i il: •-
Stuart Farber, former science adviser for the Sub- The submarine group’s president, Jim Garrity,

*2__ _
‘ T
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involved in a atudy of iodine releases at thew Department of Energia Hanford Operation* in
Washington state.

w’

'ashiogton has a congresBional mandate,
The Oak Ridge iodine releases occurred as9

i

Oak Ridge project reconstruct posable 
exposures to the public and look at the

<

t

ro

. /

V-
.. ■

FRANK
MUNGER

■A;

The Known. WlMlOTtWi »■ \

Searching for cows and other answers

get more funding from the federal source, 
instead of leas?

Keep in mind that R’a difficult to construct 
such studies. Ono probletn is actually locating 
people who lived in the area at the time of the 
peak releaaee. For Oak Ridge, that would be 
IHStolBM.

Then, there are a hoot of other questions, 
such as my original one: Where were the cows? 

routes to humans

£1■J

figures undoubtedly will be refined in the 
months and years ahead.

A big question facing the steering panel is 
how quickly to proceed with studies on the 
possible health effects of radioactive iodine. 

One option clearly available to overseers of 
the Oak Ridge project kto wait until results 
are available from the Hanford study, perhaps 
lendng some guidance on bow -r or whether — 
to proceed. That study, however, won’t be 
completed until 1*97, and it could be another 
year or so before preliminary data are 
available. There also are questions ibout bow 
applicable the Hanford results will be to Oak 
Ridge. - • - .

Then, of course, there to the cost The Oak

Davis recently briefed the Oak Rid^e 
steering panel qn the Hanford study begun in 
U89. He also spoke at a public meeting in 
Kingston, where he outlined some of the 
difficulties of reconstructing radioactive doses 
to residents living in the region at the time of 
the discharges.

Some folks were startled to hear a . 
representative of ChemRisk, the contractor 
conducting much of the research for the Oak 
Ridge project, say that Iodine releases at ORNL 
were likely the same order of magnitude as 
those at Hanford. Indeed, that’s a surprise 
because the iodine discharges at Oak Ridge 
have hardly received a mention, wkie the 
Hartford situation gained national attention a 
scandal of aorta The health study in 
Washington has a congressional mandate.

The Oak Ridge iodine releases occurred as 
workers were processing irradiated fuel from
the Grajtfdte Reactor. It was part of a program

_______________ Laboratory in New Mexico for 
wapdM UEbng purposes. The Cold War 

_____________________ program (known as •’Raia" for radioactive
Even though mercury and cesium discbarges lanthanum) proceeded with an urgency

.................... ' attributed to the needs of national security.
Estimates on the 1-131 (fischarges at ORNL 

are still highly uncertain, due partly to the lack 
■of monitoring at the time and the difficulty of 
estimating emissions based on production 
records. Tom Widner of ChemRisk earlier 
placed the releases in the range of SOO/KN 
curies. Other* believe the radioactive 
dischargee to the atmosphere could have been 
higher, perhaps even I million curies. Those

Ridge.
Then, of course, there to the cost The Oak 

Ridge project to already over budget and facing 
a shortfall in DOE funding. Will it be posaibie to

One of the prtndpai exposure routes to humans 
to through the food cham. Cows eat grass , 
contaminated with1-131 and pass along a 
concentrated product in milk, potentially 
harmful — especially to children. Learning the 
dlstr%utkm of milk can be almost as important 
as the original dispersal of iodine.

Yet the key question to be answered to. How 
much does the public care? That ultimately will 
decide the fate of these| f )u na

<m MweW. TSMufiScaawMtaraSML

4

here were the cows?
That's just one of the difficult

questions that will have to be
answered if authorities are to gauge the impact
of releases
iodine from

' Njtionair_
late iWdfand early ’50s,

iodine-131 to one of the
priority pollutants being
evaluated by a panel
estaMtahodtolookatthe
relationship between historic
releasee at the Oak Ridge
nuclear facilities and health
effects in the regkrnai
population. A screening
process also identified
radioactive cesium, mercury
and PCBs as pollutants of
concern, and tbe project's steering panel may
yet include others, such as uranium.

However, there are Indications that 1-131 ------------------------------- --------
will become the priority as contractors for the to provide radioactive lanthanum toLre 
Oak Ridge project reconstruct posable Alamos National Laboratory jo New Mexico
exposures to the public and look at tbe
pollutants in more detatf.

r - _•
have received much more public attention
during tbe past decade of environmental
scrutiny, some observers believe that releases
of radioactive iodine were more kkely to have
caused harm to there living in the Oak Ridge

area.
Tbe short-lived radioactive material to

linked to a number of thyroid conditions, ■
including cancer and hypothyroidism, according
to Dr. Scott Davis, a radiation epidemiologist
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Post-cold-war scholarship looks at Lenin,
the atomic bomb, and KGB espionage

By LMnard Bulikoff

H
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Boom
P |^= th6 legitimacy of Bolshevism. ■
* * Annthpr nttnrlr nn Snv

of the
•Communist
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New Soviet history - revised
and uncovered

have developed for decades to 
explain the Soviet system. Yet its 
collapse caught them by surprise:

casus, observing, chronicling, 
and speculating about life. As a 
Pole,, he had felt the Soviet boot. 
Is he not a trifle satisfied to watch 
the empire collapse?

After the beautifully crafted 
books by Holloway and Kapus­
cinski, there is a letdown in The 
First Directorate: My 32 Years 
In Intelligence and Espionage

ISTORIANS 
former
lands of the cold war

face an exciting prospect The
archives of those countries are
°?en^i of ,‘ru,xional account of the complex Soviet

Washington;- and the subtle pres­
sures to excuse one side or

ward, primitive.
Holloway disagrees. Basi­

cally, Soviet scientists won 
  the secret on their own,

effect on the'Russian psyche of raaus ^chs’’ espionage

emotions. Onlyldnce Got- such sPies 88 Julius “d Ethel

From prose to poetry - so we

how, when, and why Stalin 
achieved the atomic bomb.

Two issues are central.

Another attack on Soviet 
mythology is Nina Ihmarkin's 
The Living and the Dead: The 
Rise and Fall of the Cult of 
World War H In Russia,

■ ■ - ' •'.

The Christian Science Monitor 
Circ: 108,055

define the Western scientific
community as “soft" on com- 
munism, and Soviet science

sian 4migr^ family; her vision of technology as back-
----------------------------------------o---- -----------* uv»ici iiuwij io auuuc, iiiuuivvvl,
an honest, realistic understanding rich with personal insights and
-r .i . —m i—i !_<■ j autobiographical details. She is

deeply saddened by the grim
dTcX “ -- '* - _
the dictatorship’s manipulation of probably gained them a year;

bachev has truth begun to emerge Rosenberg contributed little.
in the art and literature that Th- From prose to poetry — so we 
markin analyzes so perceptively, move from Holloway to Ryszard 

In The Dr^am That Failed: Kapuscinski's Imperium, a deft, 
Reflections on the Soviet episodic account of a fragmenting 
Union, the learned Walter Soviet Union. This famous Polish

Stalin, Volkogonov now presents Laqueur also is concerned with a • journalist wandered- through Si- 
‘  ... land of myth, the theories that -beria, Central Asia, and the Cau-

well-documented response to the Western scholars and writers
wishful thinking that all would

.. have been well "if only" this
‘kinder, gentler" leader had sur­
vived, rather than dying in 1924. Why? Laqueur looks to the self-

This Volkogonov rejects:
Lenin, with his brutality, duplicity,
and lust for power, was no alter­
native to Stalin, but simply his
predecessor. The two represented
not change, but a continuity of
horrors inflicted on the peoples of
Russia.

In demystifying Lenin, Volko­
gonov is generous with details
from the archives regarding his
comfortable Iffe in exile, German ‘ First, Stalin treated Worid

War II as a preamble to an
Inevitable conflict with the 
capitalists; only the bomb 
could ensure Soviet survival. 
Revisionist historians are 
naive in arguing that the . 
cold war was avoidable ‘if 
only" Thunan had gained

financing of the Bolsheviks 
during Worid War I, and the ruth­
lessness with which he attacked ' 
his enemies after 1917, What 
underlay Lenin's behavior, his 
insistence that ends justify 
means, is a vital question left 

. ' unconsidered, but Volkogonov 
already has gone far in denying

Lenin: A New Biography, a

deception of experts-
Fbr an example of ideologi­

cally free narrative, consider
David Holloway's Stalin and the
Bomb: The Soviet Union and
Atomic Energy 1939-1956. Against the West, the bureau- 
This is a rich, imposing account, ; cratic memoirs of Oleg Kalugin, a 
thick with a specialist's detail on retired KGB major-general whose 

authoritative visage has graced
American television. His book -
written with Ften Montaigne - is ..
filled with lively tidbits about
operating in. the United States, . 
recruiting agents, roaming the

worid on this or that mission
- and enjoying the perks.

The ideological disillu-.
sionment that Kalugin in­
sists began in the 1980s is 

.unconvincing in this ambi-

COKTINUED

Stalin's confidence by giving 
this ally the secret Not so, 
Holloway tacitly argues. 
Stalin's state was too para­
noid ever to trust the West 

The other issue is: Did 
Soviet spies steal the secret . 
or did the Soviets succeed 

 i on their own? The theft sce-
poignant, hoantifully written . nar*° delights those who

security" no longer dominates attitude toward Worid War fl. 
Washington; and the subtle pres- Tiimaridn comes from a Rus- 
sures to excuse one side or < | aw4 vaoavii vi 
another are diminishing. And only Soviet history is subtle, nuanced,

of the past will help an informed
citizenry develop in democra­
tizing societies.

The very symbol of the
Russian "new history" is Dimitri
Volkogonov, the former general
and professional historian who
gained public renown and Gor­
bachev’s support while battling
the Stalinists in the 1980s. Fol­
lowing his harsh biography of
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The municipalities of Hiro-

the shade of an outdoor pavilion.

ness.

CONTINUED

1

a mile away on that chilly August 
morning in 1945 — three days 
after Hiroshima — when an even

the old man begins his story.
“I was one of the lucky ones,'

Masakatsu Obata says in a raspy
voice to the 70 fifth-graders in red sha are living relatively normal ness.

A later government program

survivors imperiled
‘Hibakusha’
hold clues 
on radiation
By Donald Smith 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

NAGASAKI, Japan — Some of Supported by both the U.S. and claims against the United States as 
the children whisper and fidget as Japanese governments, it has ana- part of the treaty ending the war, 

' " ' - . „ lyzed radiation’s aftermath over up a medical care program that

A

r*

r

together in 1956 by the Japan Con-

effects of heat and blast seemed to ferers Organizations (Hidankyo). 
„ ‘\ jn recent years Hidankyo has

— mostly associated with expo- pensation law for the hibakusha.

more powerful American bomb trons emittetT within a minute of
scorched Nagasaki. the explosion, and to a small extent

The city’s hilly terrain protected from residual radiation that lasted 
it from devastation like Hiro­
shima's.

A brilliant blue-white light
flashed across the assembly floor
of the Mitsubishi munitions plant.

Mr. Obata had been about to go
outside to eat the lunch his wife
had packed.

He was burned and badly
shaken but shielded from serious
injury.

His wife wasn’t so lucky. She
and their two children were
caught on a hillside near their
house. A chunk of debris, possibly
a roof tile, blew through her chest
like a cannonball. All died — in­
stantly, Mr. Obata hopes.

eljc XUnsljiiigtoii einico
93,463

I was going to die, but I didn’t." p, ;
The youngsters are gathered in roshima"

An estimated 190,000 to 210,000 h~shed hospitals’ nursing homes

ground zero — the spot where_the [wo'nuciea/attacks”by the end of ‘
1945. Eighty-five percent were 30 formed groups that were brought 
or younger. together in 1956 by the Japan Con-

Those who survived the initial federation of A- and H-Bomb Suf- 
, effects of heat and blast seemed to ferers Organizations (Hidankyo).

Mr. Obata, nowJO, was less than regain health at first. In recent years Hidankyo has
But other symptoms soon set in been calling for a national com-

sure to die gamma rays and neu- on the grounds that Japan started 
-j .. -i_. _ .........thewar

The United States and many 
other governments use the re­

fer nearly a week afterward. search foundation's four-year up-
Over the years, many hibakusha dates as a basis for setting radi- 

have been plagued with severe ill- ation exposure standards for 
ness. workers, for the environment and

"Leukemia began increasing a for patients receiving radiological 
few years after the bombing,” Dr. treatments or tests, such as chest 
Mendelsohn said. "It peaked six
or eight years afterward, then 
trickled off.”

At first there was no change in
the cancer rate. But beginning 
about 1950, more people began de­
veloping malignant tumors of all
types.

Thus far, children of the hibaku­
sha seem largely unaffected.

The cnes for help of those who But women who ^,5 pregnant 
lived longer still haunt the tuba- when the t^mbs fen have given 
kusha,” survivors of the two birth t0 chiidren who grew less, 
atomic bombings — today num- had abnormally small heads and, 
bering about 360,000 — that fo severe cases, were mentally re­
brought World War II to an end. tarded.

Some 62,400 of these survivors, Although the research founda- 
part of a group that numbered fjon conducts extensive biennia) 
120,000 in 1950, have been in- health exams of those enrolled in 
eluded in a long-term study that is jts prOgrami it gives no medical 

now in danger of being curtailed treatment.
or halted because of funding prob- In 1957, the Japanese govem- 
lems. ment, which had renounced all

Supported by both the U.S. and claims against the United States as

decades. included treatment for atomic-
At present, most of the hibaku- bomb-related injuries and sick-

caps and blue skirts and knee lives — statistically longer than  
panrtS’ -J u 1A. u Americans — according to Dr. provides''*speciai financial aUow-

“I was inside a building at the Mortimer L. Mendelsohn, vice ^ceg to victims.
factory where I worked. I thought chairman of the Radiation Effects The municipalities of Hiro- 

Research Foundation, based in Hi- shima and Nagasaki, along with 
rseveral private groups, have estab- 

. An estimated 190,000 to 210,000 Hshed hospitals, pursing homes
Nearly 50 years ago this was people had died as a result of the and recreational facilities.

- , c —------------------------,--------------* The hibakusha themselves have
worlds less-remembered atomic -— ■ - —• -------
Warhead exploded overhead, kill­
ing or injuring about 75,000 peo­
ple.
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X-rays, mammograms, and radio­
active iodine used to measure thy­
roid’function.

“This is the only sizable pop­
ulation in the world where we have 
known individual exposure doses 
and can follow people throughout 
their lives and see what the effects 
are,” Dr. Mendelsohn says.

“It’s important to keep going.”
“The information is especially 

important for assessing radiother­
apy treatments for childhood can­
cer, since children may be more 
vulnerable to radiation,” says John 
D. Zimbrick of the National Acad­
emy of Sciences, which manages 
the American half of the research.

“We won't know the answer for 
another 10 years.”

Such standards are also applied 
to medical technicians who admin­
ister these procedures and mili­
tary personnel working around 
nuclear weapons or aboard nu­
clear-powered submarines.

They also help predict risk lev­
els for victims of accidents such as 
the 1986 explosion at the Cher­
nobyl nuclear power plant in 
Ukraine.

When joint operation of the 
foundation began in 1975, the 
United States and Japan agreed to 
split the costs evenly.

But the most recent devalu­
ations of the dollar and across-the- 
board cuts in government spend­
ing have resulted, according to one 
projection, in a 25 percent cut in 
U.S. funding from the fiscal 1994 
level of $18 million.

Japan has threatened to cut its 
contribution by an amount equal to 
any U.S. cut.

But in a series of negotiations, 
the United States is pressing the 
Japanese to pick up more of the 
expenses.

"We hope they can work out 
something that will prevent a train 
wreck,” Mr. Zimbrick says.

In the meantime, the surviving 
hibakusha grow ever older.

Like many, Masakatsu Obata 
feels he has a duty to pass along to 
new generations his experiences 
on that fateful day and the days 
that followed, as the most effective 
argument for peace in the world.

He speaks to some 100 groups 
of schoolchildren every year.

“As long as people like me are 
still alive to tell our story,” he tells 
a foreign visitor, with as much 
hope as conviction, “maybe no one 
will drop another atomic bomb.”
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Jessica Mathews

Expensive
Secrets c-7

halt. Except at the Department of Energy, 
declassify andent history and to set sensible

The direct costs are just the beginning. Overly

Secrecy breeds arrogance and in the worst case.

Duplicative security clearances (agencies don't honor

sources.

t

1I

•f.

No one knows what this system costs. The GAO 
estimates that a quarter of a million people are cleared 
just for the most sensitive “black” (unacknowledged) 
projects whose classifications begin above Top Secret 
Also according to GAO, the Pentagon alone spends 
about $6 billion annually safeguarding secret material. 
Another estimate puts the costs to the defense industry 
at nearly $14 billion—a horrific $75 per document.

■Without knowing the total costs, it is impossible even

criteria.’ This from a man who spent much of a ----------------- - ----------------------------------------- -
distinguished career inside—and in charge of—one of The writer is a senior fellow at the Council on 
the most secrecy-obsessed agencies in government. Foreign Relations.

The latest attempt to reform the government s Without knowing the total costs, it is impossible even 
bloated and sclerotic secrecy apparatus has ground to a to guess at how much this system wastes and what a 

efforts to sensible reform might save, but the annual figure is 
standards certainly in the billions.

for the protection of current information have bogged The direct costs are just the beginning. Overly 
down in a lethal quicksand of bureaucratic turf wars and indulgent secrecy protects the stupid, the incompetent 
inertia and a still-thriving Cold War mind-set. and the evil, as well as the merely wasteful. The

Newly classified documents are accumulating sub- absence of scrutiny by colleagues or independent ex- 
stantially faster than the glacial pace of declassification, perts lets bad decisions pass unchallenged and negligent 
The government is now holding onto 325 million pages management persist for decades. With some account- 
created 30 years or more ago. Most of these, wrote the ability, the several hundred billion dollar nuclear and 
government's archivist recently “are so irrelevant to chemical cleanup bill rung up by the nuclear and 
current security” that their continued secrecy “seems defense establishments, for example, would never have 
inappropriate if not laughable.” It took a mere 22 years grown so large.
after President Nixon announced an “immediate" de- f r ' ‘
classification of World War II files for these to finally be contempt for the public. In the mid-'50s, the AEG. 
released this past week. which knew different, promised those living downwind

Masses and masses of antique satellite imagery are of its aboveground nuclear test site that the fallout 
also kept secret. Though irrelevant to security, much of “does not constitute a serious hazard to any Using 
this material would be of immense value to scientists thing.”
studying global environmental trends. It is of much T J ‘  • - - -
lower resolution than images that will soon be for sale other'agencies' clearances) are not only costly but take
commercially from French, Russian and American so long that they can cost an incoming administration

much of its political honeymoon while key appointees 
Meanwhile, new imagery is piling up rapidly. John twiddle their thumbs for months.

The widening gap between classified material and

winner and former chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission, described his run-in with the system. 
Twelve years after he left the AEG, the government of interagency wrangling and many missed deadlines,
decided that his personal journal, which had been participants report growing frustration and declining
cleared by AEG censors, needed a classification review, hope that a final decision will be made anytime soon.
Two teams at opposite ends of the country spent Entangled with the broad reform, and therefore also
months reviewing identical copies of the 26-volume stuck, are important reforms of the security burden on
document and—are you surprised?—came up with industry and release of potentially invaluable environ-
- - " •" ----- 2 . mental data.

Beset as everyone in the White House is with

Pike, of the Federation of American Scientists, esti- The widening gap between classified material and 
mates that today’s imaging intelligence satellites are actual security also corrodes respect for the system 
producing roughly 10 times more per day than during inside government, jeopardizing secrets that do need to 
most of the Cold War, though priority targets may be be protected. Steven Aftergood, whose Secrecy and 
tenfold fewer. Government Bulletin documents the growing flow of

As if this weren't enough, the system blunders about leaks, worries that the system “will disintegrate before 
worrying over old material that might somehow have it's fixed."
escaped classification. In a hair-raising piece in the To its credit, the administration set out to issue a 
journal Science last spring, Glenn Seaborg, Nobel prize new executive order to streamline the system, release 

old material and set a reasonable deadline for automata: 
declassification of new secrets. After a year and a half

totally different results.
Some deletions, such as a reference to Halloween

trick-or-treating with his children, were “utterly ludi- problems, someone at a high level needs to take the
crous.” Another “particular specialty” of the reviewers time to jar these decisions loose. It will be only a small
was to delete information the government had itseu public victory—though one that builds rather than
published. It was, Seaborg writes, “an arbitrary, capri- bleeds public trust—but over the years it will mean a
aous, and frivolous process, almost devoid of objective more efficient government and a better democracy.
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A unique opportunity

into a fatal quest
By Jam«s P. Gallaher pli 

Tribune Staff Writer •

0
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Fallout from 
Chernobyl

“ ‘ ~ * wr-pakpd bv radia-
The lethal rtKi forest as his

to study radiation’s

; genetic effects

lured Alexei Gostyev

old Russian tradition, lighting a memorial 
candle,

-He was jiist living out his fate. When 
he saw the first television reports about 
the Chernobyl disaster, he told me we had 
to go there and set up a laboratory. There 
was a rare opportunity, to do vital re­
search. and because of his unique back­
ground, he was the one best suited to do

last summer. Friends remember 
him as an easy-going fellow who 
loved to cook, build furniture and 
make toys. He doted on his son 
Fyodor, now 10.

tional approach," explained Lahrs 
Ehrenberg, a highly respected ■ 

•Swedish scientist who followed 
their work closely over the years 
and jeven kept it going at one 
point "by paying their delinquent 
electric bill and sending money 
for badly needed supplies. 

•This could make it impossible 
to verify their findings In another
lab, and without that, the scientif­
ic community won't know 
whether to trust their conclusions 
or not Alexei was a very brave
man. Yelena was a clever techni­
cian. But Fm afraid I don't know 
if they were doing good science..
It’s really Just so sad.”

A.T. NataraJan, an Indian genet­
icist who specializes in radiation 
damage, shares Ehrenberg’s

“Alexei was completely devoted 
to his work, so devoted that it 
killed him,” said NataraJan, a pro­
fessor at Leiden University In the 
Netherlands who collected blood 
samples from Gostyev over the.

  years and was one of the first to
His conclusion: Even minimal exposure , realize he had developed leuke­

mia.
“We tried to help him organize 

his research better. When we met 
in Stockholm a year before his 
death, I offered suggestions on
how he could proceed more effi- 

_ . . ciently. But he was already ill,
in anguish that no one else In the scientif- and he never followed through, 
ic community was taking his findings . Now that he’s dead, we have to 
very seriously. find some way to.salvage all the

“We tried to warn people, but no one effort he put into this project” 
listened.” Yelena Gostyev, also a genetl- Gostyev was_57 when he died

After all. the deprivation and-the diffi-

“<Tthe'most* daring research projecT ever data and analyses he compiled, after the
♦Ko oonotu havoc wrpakpd hv radfe- terrible oain he suffered when his body

on - *"*"r nflYnr "J '«!«« Hnauy g^ve out the saddest part of Alexei
J a  x a

died? but that he sacrificed his life' for

nothing.
The big problem is the Gostyevs’ re­

search methods.
-They employed a completely unconven-

(Thicago (Tribune
Circs 724,257

it" .
For more than seven years, the Gostyevs

. and their young son Uved in a cramped,
drafty, rustic cabin just outside the eerie
Chernobyl ghost zone, which has been
bereft of human habitation since that
awful spring of 1986 when the No. 4 reac­
tor at the Chernobyl power station ex-

| ploded and showered the surrounding
countryside with radioactive debris.

Almost every week, Gostyev hiked  
throughout the zone, including the most dismay and frustration, 
perilous locales—“the hottest of the hot
spots." he liked to say-collecting plant
and animal specimens that he hoped
would help resolve one of the trickiest
conundrums of the atomic era: Just how
dangerous low levels of radiation actually
are to human beings.

to radiation has a much more alarming
effect on human, animal and plant
chromosomes than was previously sus­
pected.

He felt he had made a breakthrough,
with frightening implications for public
health. But as he lay dying, he complained

ic Community was taking his findings . Now that he’s dead, we have to 
very seriously. f ‘

“We tried to warn people, but no one effort he put into this project

cist said, “fm still trying to warn people.”

tioIT ttSing the lethal red forest as his 
Frankenstein’s laboratory.

"Alexei never thought of himself as a 
hero," his wife, Ye|ena, explained while 
visiting his sandy grave on the 40th day 
alter his passing and, in accordance with

RANOYE. Ukraine—Alexei Gos-
tyev was not a fanatic. That’s

> < ■ what his grieving widow stresses.
W W That’s what his heartsick friends

insist
It was not they say, a martyr complex

•-or delusions of grandeur that, week after
week, year after year, sent the courageous
biologist tromping through the deadly
“red forest” that superirradiated hell on
Earth where the demons let loose by the
Chernobyl nuclear disaster lurk.

True, he insisted on his deathbed, after
his body had been befouled by the evil
alchemy of leukemia, that he would re­
cover, indeed had to recover, because
there was still so much important work to
be done, and only he could do it

But those who loved Gostyev .dismiss
this as the death rattle of a heroic spirit

As a man of science, they’re convinced,
he surely had to know that he was
doomed, and not just when his bone mar­
row and his glands betrayed him, but i-----  . .
much eartier, when he committed himself ’ cult, work, after the mounds of research

terrible pain he suffered when his body

Gostyev’s story may not simply be that he
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including a machine that stored
and cataloged pictures of them.'
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Valentin Trukhanov, deputy di­
rector of a genetics institute in

In particular. Gostyev hoped to 
discover whether exposure to very 
low levels of radiation—quite 

. common in the US. and other de­
veloped countries today—presents 
a serious threat to human health. 
Scientists have debated this ques­
tion for decades.

Much of what is known with 
certainty about the health hazards 
posed by radiation-stems from

tions that seemed straight out of a 
science-fiction movie: fish with 
three eyes, frogs with six legs.

A prestigious institute In Mos­
cow agreed to fund the project. 
But after the Soviet Union col­
lapsed In 1991 and Ukraine be­
came an independent country, 
contributions from the institute 
dwindled and then stopped. -

Everyday life became increas­
ingly burdensome for the Gos- 
tyevs. Defiantly, they kept work­
ing in their little live-in laboratory 
just 21 miles from the shattered, 
sealed-over reactor.

diation steadily abated, despite the 
occasional study warning that the 
danger could be greater than as­
sumed. /

After the Chernobyl reactor 
blew, Gostyev was certain his new 
equipment would finally resolve 
the issue. He would gather thou­
sands of specimens from the for­
bidding red forest, so-called be­
cause of the horrifying 
concentration of radiation, then 

painstakingly chart bow different 
levels of exposure altered the ap­
pearance of chromosomes..

I
A oncw-in-a-Wetime chance
To understand how this likable, 

down-to-earth man came to live 
out the final chapter of his long 
scientific career in the woods 
around Chernobyl—and why his 
research methods were so unor­
thodox—you have to go back to 
the early 1980s, when be was sec­
ond in command at the famous 
Nikitski Botanical Gardens in 
Yalta.

“He was a very clever cytolo- 
gist,” recalled Sven Asker, at 
whose research Institute in Lund, 
Sweden. Gostyev was a visiting 
fellow. “He developed new tech­
niques for studying chromosomes.

studies done after World War n 
on Japanese survivors , of the 
atomic bomb, who had been ex­
posed to large doses. After calcula­
ting the health effects of such 
high-level exposure, scientists 
used this information as a bench- 

* mark to estimate the impact of 
smaller doses.

But some experts cautioned that 
while this proportional approach 
appears logical, it might not be 
valid. They suggested there could 
be a cutoff level, a minimal-danger 
dosage, below which radiation lost 
its threat

That possibility could never be 
flatly ruled out because technolog­
ical limitations made it impossible 
to get a precise gauge on the 
health effects of minute doses.

— - ____________________ With tinie’ public concern about
Kiev* said Gostyev eventually exposure to veryJow^tevds of ra- 
achieved an encyclopedic knowl- -,1,“ - 4
edge of plant and animal

flowers with strange petal forma­
tions.

“It was as if the dock had been - 
turned back thousands of years,** 
Zagorodnyuk explained. "Species 
were displaying characteristics 
that they had possessed thousands 
of years ago but had lost through ' 
evolution. Now those characteris­
tics were returning in a climate of 

. intense radiation.”
As unnerving as these develop­

ments were, the Gostyevs were 
even more disturbed by what they 
learned about low-level radiation. 

“Even very minimal levels of ra­
diation altered the size and shape

Discovery of mutations

“He was able to observe the 1m- 
Effetts of tow-level radiation I»ct of increasingly tow levels of

radiation, down to 1/1-mlllionth of 
a roentgen,” Ukrainian scientist 
Yuri Zagorodnyuk said. “That was 
a remarkable accomplishment”

In his treks through the Irradi­
ated zone, Gostyev sometimes ob­
served plant and animal muta-

of chromosomes,” Yelena Gostyev ■ 
stressed. "We concluded that tiny 
levels of radiation are much more 
destructive than anyone thought 
■And this damage will be passed 
on to future generations.” *

Jbe couple expanded their re­
search to examine the impact of 
everyday chemical products, such 
as shampoo, hairspray and 
cosmetics.

“The results were frightening,” 
Yelena Gostyev said. "When we 
looked at the damage-done by ra­
diation and chemicals, we could 
see no difference. This definitely 
needs to be studied further. We're 
too poor to do it in Ukraine. 
Scientists in the West must be­
come involved.”

But even her good friend Ehren­
berg is skeptical that this will 
happen.
‘ "Everywhere else, scientists use 
a molecular approach to study the 
impact of radiation,” Ehrenberg 
said. “Modem scientists look at 
bio-chemical changes, especially in - 
DNA, as well as the status of en­
zymes.

“The Gostyevs’ approach is pure 
cytology. There is no doubt that 
they have come up with’ some­
thing that could be very- signifi­
cant They have seen changes in 
the length and width of 
chromosomes. But because 
nobody else does this sort of re­
search, nobody knows what the 
changes mean.”

' According to Ehrenberg, the 
only way to determine what, if 
anything, these morphological 
changes in chromosomes signal is 
to devise a complicated, expensive 
procedure for repeating the Gos­
tyevs’ work in a more convention­
al laboratory.

chromosomes and, using his 
unique technology, was able to de­
tect even minuscule changes in 
their outward appearance.

By* late April 1986, when reck­
less workers at the Chernobyl 
plant stumbled through a series of 
mind-boggling blunders that set 
off the world's worst peacetime 
nuclear disaster, Gostyev was con­
vinced that alteration in the size 
or shape of chromosomes was a 
sure indicator of genetic damage. 

“He saw Chernobyl as a once-in- 
a-llfetime chance to resolve a lot 
of unanswered questions about 
the genetic impact of radiation,” 
Trukhanov said. “He told me that 
the most important thing was to 
study bow Chernobyl radiation af­
fected chromosomes.

"He believed that carrying out 
this task was his destiny. I heard 
him say that he and his wife were 
the only people in the whole 
world prepared to do it He knew 
that there would be great risks, 
but he also knew the job would 

. never get done if he and Yelena 
didn't accept the challenge.”

I
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terested in pursuing this?" Ehren­
berg asked. "Nobody has the 
equipment you would need* end 

.- the cost would be prohibitive." 
? The possibility that all her hus­

band’s hard work will come to • 
naught makes Yelena Gostyev 
angry. "He did all this tor man­
kind. not for himself," she said. 
"He gave up his life because he 
believed in what we were doing. 1 
believe in what we did. And I be­
lieve it will be a tragic mistake if 
other scientists don’t pick up 
where we left off."

It would also be necessary to de­
termine whether external altera­
tions in chromosomes are linked • 
to biochemical reactions associat­
ed with genetic damage.. 

"Is the biological community in­
terested in pursuing this?" Ehren­
berg asked. "Nobody has the

.- thecostwould be prohibitive."



and Space Museum.

the plane was the quietest step thus "“P0"4-
far in the preparation of an exhibi- , »n ^present version, there is no
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the exhibit’s opening.
The historians involved say the

Maryland to the Smithsonian Air tato the war and diplomatic efforts . 
• could have ended the war in the

Moving the «04oot-long section of p,clflc without the use of atomic

MOI/ 2 8 1994 - 
I

WASHINGTON, Nov. 24 — After a 
10-year, SI million renovation, the 
front part of the fuselage of the En­
ola Gay, the B-29 that dropped the 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, was 
moved early Wednesday morning

lectual authority of veterans groups, 
when their reasoning for changing 
the exhibit came from being veter­
ans, from being there.” He added: 
"They have no particular access to 
the decisions that were made in 
Washington. It seems the highest 
form of nalvetA”

Martin Sherwin, a professor of his­
tory at Dartmouth College and a 
member, with Professor Bernstein, 
of an academic advisory panel that 
worked on the exhibit with the mu­
seum last year, said the revised text 
"has nothing to do with the history, 
as it is known by serious historians.”

Professor Sherwin said: "The job 
of the Air and Space Museum is to 
protect history, not to cave into polit­
ical pressure. The whole presenta­
tion of history in the United States is 
in jeopardy over this. It’s a prece­
dent for political intervention into 
historical correctness.”

tion, "The Last Act: The Atomic 
Bomb and the End of World War II,” 
a look at the decision to drop two 
atom bombs on Japan in August 
1943.

Ever since the museum released a 
draft of the text that is to accompany 
the exhibit when it opens in May, the- 
museum has been caught in a cross-

. eljcjfcut jjork (times

Circs 1,145,890

Enola Gay Moves as Debate Goes On
lhe restoration "stands in ex*

I traordinary contrast to the disre­
gard of historical documents and the
scholarly literature on the atomic 
bombings."

The historians said the effects of
_  the w«r on Japan before the bomb-

from a warehouse' in suburban ^8a.Jhe entry of the Sovtet Union

could have ended the war in the

dear statement that there is contro­
versy surrounding the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and that 
leaves Americans impoverished in­
tellectually,” said Barton Bernstein, 
a professor of history at Stanford 
University and a member of a group 
that met with Air and Space Mu- 

 seum officials to discuss their objec-
flre between veterans and historians tlons
over a turning point in world history. Mike Fetters, an Air and Space 

The veterans groups, notably the Museum spokesman who was at the 
American Legion, fired first They ®««ting of historians and museum 
found the display too sympathetic to officials earlier this month, said that 
the Japanese. The most divisive is- much 01 criticism was too exact- 
sue was discussion of the number of <"8- "Things that are easy for hlsto- 
casualties that an invasion of Japan ri*"8 not so easy for us,” Mr. 
would have wrought, long argued as FeUers said. "We recognize that it’s 
the decisive element tn American unlikely that we’ll satisfy ev-
wartime strategy. The museum’s “Tone completely, and we’re com- 

. draft cited a military estimate that Portable where we are now.” 
American casualties in the first 30 Mr- Fetters said the script would 
days of an invasion of Japan would 001 1,6 significantly changed before 
have amounted to 30,000 to 50,000. the exhibit’s opening.

The veterans groups cited figures The historians involved say the 
closer to one million casualties, revisions made after the complaints 
Many members of the groups saw veterans groups raised an issue 
for themselves the growing numbers sbout how decisions on the display 
of dead and wounded in 1945 in the i were made.
invasions of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. ' Professor Bernstein said that in 

They were also upset that the mu- ■. ‘b® meeting he "challenged the imel- 
seum planned to include in the text a ’
section on the postwar nuclear race
but only one paragraph about Pearl

-Harbor.
Then, after the Air and Space Mu­

seum revised the text to say that
casualties could have numbered up • '
to one million, the historians plunged
into the dispute.

A group of scholars sent a letter to
the secretary of the Smithsonian,
L Michael Heyman, calling the
changes "intellectual corruption”

• and a "historical cleansing.” While
the museum had taken the utmost
care to restore the Enola Gay, they
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do so,” Guttman said.
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to whom, and recommending whether 
anyone should be compensated by the • 
federal government

Dan Guttman, the advisory commit* 
tee’s executive director; said the panel has . 
been care fill to do all its work in the open, 
•nd that members “welcome comments 
and criticism from all quarters." 

“We’re working closely with the victims 
and other groups and obviously will 
continue to do so,” Guttman said.

such a distinction, the sources added.

The advisory committee was formed 
by President Clinton last year after 
revelations about human radiation 
experiments by government scientists in 
the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s.

The committee, headed by Ruth 
Faden, a world-renowned ethicist at 
Johns Hopkins University, has several 
tasks: ensuring federal agencies find 
all records related to human radiation

• White House wants panel 
to stay on present course
By Karen MscPhereon

ALBUQUERQUE TRIBUNE
WASHINGTON - The White House 

apparently will refuse reques ts by victims* 
groups to expand a panel investigating 
government-sponsored human radiation 

experiments, sources say.

Although there is no official word, 
sources say Clinton administration 
offidals have rejected arguments by 
virtima* groups that their point of view 
isn’t being heard by the 14-member 
Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 

Experiments.

The Task Force on Radiation and 
Human Rights, an umbrella group of
23 radiation victims* groups, has publicly 

contended that several members of the 
advisory committee have pro-radiation 

biases.
Such biases raise serious questions 

about the panel’s ability to fairly 
investigate the experiments, task force 
members say.

Task force members have suggested 
seven people who could be added 
to the advisory committee, including 
three victims, three radiation experts, 
■nd Stewart Udall, a former Interior 
secretary who has pushed for government 
compensation of uranium miners and 
other radiation victims.

“What it comes back to is the 
importance of having a balanced scientific 
group within the advisory committee," 
said E. Cooper Brown, who heads the 

task force.

“Without any balance over on the 
other side, the experiment victims and

Las Vegas SUN, 11/14/94 (8A)
(Circulation: 34,011 daily)

Radiation victims denied 
expanded study

their familiM are legitimately going to 
have concerns.... Our message is, *Look, 
we are not seeking to have any of these 
people taken off of the committee. What 
we want is balance.’ ”

Brown said the task force has received 
no answer to a letter it sent to the 
White House three weeks ago outlining 
the problem and asking for a meeting 
with key officials on the issue.

White House officials believe the 
advisory committee shouldn’t be 
expanded because if one or two people 
representing certain groups are added to 
the panel, other groups may clamor for 
the same treatment, sources said.

In addition. White House officials don’t 
want to tamper with the idea that the 
advisory committee is a “panel of experts, 
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week slied some light on its mys-
' terious relationship with the Central

Intelligence Agency, saying a joint
project code-named “Iron Bush"
dealt only with issues of nuclear
proliferation, not human radiation
experiments.

The White House's Radiation Ad­
visory Panel has begun investigating
a secret memorandum of under­
standing struck in 1965 between
the lab and the CIA’s Office of Sci- •
entific Intelligence.

That CIA division was involved in
human subject experiments at the
time, and the White House panel
has requested documents ^specif; Nuclear proliferation monitoring

Z Division has gone on to mon­
itor efforts by Iraq, North Korea and 
other nations to obtain nuclear 
weapons. The division’s analysts 
also are investigating alleged smug­
gling of nuclear materials by orga­
nized criminals in the former Soviet 
Union.

Under strict rules of secrecy, lab 
officials could not say whether Z Di­
vision's establishment had anything 
to do with the mysterious CIA 
memo. But one official invited 
people "to draw their own conclu­
sions."

The White House panel was set 
up six months ago to coordinate 
investigations by several branches 
of government into Cold War exper­
iments that used human subjects. 
Massive document searches are 
under way in the Defense Depart­
ment, the Energy Department, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
NASA and CIA.

A final report is expected in
April.

Livermore lab sheds 
light on its link to CIA

ically related to the work performed 
under this agreement that might re­
late to human radiation experi­
ments," according to the panel’s 
recent interim report.

The panel also is looking into 
project Iron Bush.

Atomic Energy Commission

A classified Atomic Energy Com­
mission document obtained by the 
White House refers to both the 
CIA's agreement with the lab and a 
project Iron Bush conducted under 
that agreement. The AEC preceded 
the Department of Energy as the 
lab's_owner and main funding agent.

While the lab and CIA have yet to 
publicly release the classified docu­
ments, lab officials — with the ap­
proval of the CIA — did release a 
statement on Iron Bush.

"Iron Bush is the collective name 
given to a set of projects at LLNL 
sponsored by the CIA to provide 
technical reports on topics of in­
terest to the CIA in pursuit of its 
foreign intelligence mission,” wrote 
Robert Andrews, associate director 
for nonproliferation, arms control 
and international security. "Liv-

ermore uses its special technical ex­
pertise to develop analytical 
techniques and analyze intelligence 
information.”

“An extensive search of LLNL re­
cords, including the Iron Bush re­
cords, determined there was no 
indication of any human radiation 
experimentation whatsoever," An­
drews' statement concluded.

Lab spokesman David 
Schwoegler said the lab has not yet 
received permission from the CIA to 
release a copy of the 1965 mem­
orandum of understanding. But he 
noted that the lab’s Z Division, an 
intelligence group, also was estab­
lished in 1965 to help the CIA track 
Soviet and Chinese nuclear-weapons 
efforts.

By Jonathan Weisman
STAFF WRITER

LIVERMORE — The Lawrence

• t
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WASHINGTON  Juct-relaasad dooumonto rovoal that olx more Army 
woapona trials likely acattorod radioactive, d.uot to the Utah 
winds in the IBEOa. Thoy ware no big they roloacod 11 tlinoo more 
radiation than all the other 68 known olmllar toots oombinad. 

The newly uncovered Dugway Proving Ground tests reloasod morn 
than 141,000 curies of radioactive tantalum-* 182 , compared to 
between 12,400 and 13,000 curlew released by the G8 others.

The combined amount from all toots  more than 162,000 ourloia 
between 1949 and 1953  Is 10,000 times more than the 15 curies 
of radioactive Iodine released by the infamous near-me1tdown of 
the Three Mlle Island nuclear reactor In Penney1van!a.

The information comes from Energy and Defenes department 
documents requested and obtained by Sen. Bob Bennett, R-Utah, 
which he rolaanad Friday.

A year ago, all of the 
trials were secret. But congressional
have revealed them piecemeal clnee.

The tests were designed to develop non-nuolear bombs and other 
weapons that could scatter radioactive dust over an enemy. 
President Clinton has already ordered the Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments, which he formed last year, to review 
the danger and ethics of such tests at Dugway.

The new documents also contain some good news. They outline 
Army studies In 1907 and 1909 that concluded that no lingering 
radiation threat still porslnts today from the tents at Dugway  
even though they were potentially very dangerous at the time. 

"My first concern  and the reason I pushed for the documents 
 Is to make nure no danger exists now,'' Bonnett oaid.

While Army studies concluded that It does not, Dennett said 
his staff is working with scientists at the Army's Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Maryland to provide one more review of data.

If It also concludes no current danger exists, Bennett said he 
then wants to find ’’whether anyone was damaged by the tests, and 
how to make sure we're not that sloppy in the future.''

He said he .will keep pressuring for more information until 
those questions are answered. Dennett is on the Benate 
Governmental Affairs Committee, which has for years been 
Investigating government radiation experiments.

The two biggest teste mentioned In the new documents were 
apparently planned for or near Muy 23, 1953. Documents do not 
confirm whether they actually occurred, but an Army study in 1900 
about potential lingering radiation assumed that they did.

Little Information about thorn Is given in that 1909 report 
except that one tent planned to deposit 100,000 curiee of 
radioactive tantalum over 4 square miles at the Dugway base. The 
other planned to deposit 10,000 curies over 1 square mile.

The 1909 report said it found mention of plans lor those two 
In another report about a related field experiment in 
1063 at Yuma Proving Ground, Arlz. It was designed to see 

Dugway tests 'would create a problem with airborne 
. A '■ • ■■ ■■ ■ ■ ' .

‘f: i
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on Nov. 7~a, 1062 . In them, different ohap.oo

which would spread radiation the 
uf betrnen 1,100
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1000 radiation hazard study, Army 
throughout the test arena

rudlu Lluii~inuuuurlng duvlces _ and found 
background radiation, onoopt In 
had been buried in a trench.

test areas may
It un»

radiation.
"The report, concludwd that there was little likelihood of 

a<rhornn ra31ouot1v1ty haaard from tho proposed oporatJono,"* the 
1889 report aald.

The
oanwrred
munition*
farthe et.

cur!nn.
Tim Army studies about pose 1bio

toots noted that the tantalum 102
11b days .. meaning it loooe half
about thrww muntho. And the tecta occurred 40 years ago.

"tilth this In mind, the level of ra d 1 co o 11 vl ty today rooultlng 
ttiato la, of oource, completely negligible, and ic 

with the most uunultlvu radiation counting
Aoolotant Defense Secrotery Harold F. gtnlth Jr.

While test areas may not be dangeruua
thrt Army ImUsvad It was dangerous back In
tests were conducted to develop contamination
advantage of radiation in tho toot aroao.

Also, tests evaluating how w«11 di fi*ai-hiii.
techniques protected against radiation ware also conducted In the 
toot areas.

Some documents about such
photon uf workers without shirts in tho
co-workers hold Oelger counters near them
different materials wore shielding radiation.
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1060  Fifteen
something like 

radioactive tantalum, 
Usch wnn filled with

fell within 1E0 yards of munition, 
th* area in cloud form. * *

November 1950 . Plans called for a 
oxplode 80,000 curiae of tantalum in a 
•‘the problem involved in th* dissipation 
in an RW (radiation weapon) 

■whether it actually uuuurred.
Somatlmo in 1061 _ Dccumenta celled 

spread

spread ‘•Indefinitely
radioactive m*l*ri*l.

Aug. 11, 1960  Four tost* axplodad different shapes of
radioactive munitiona on 60-foot poles to see which would beat 
spread contamination. They each had £0 uuiiua vf radluallvn.

Ropt. K, 1960 _ A cluster bomb filled with tantalum exploded 
at a height of 1,000 feet, releasing 930 curies and contaminating 
2 square miloo of the test grid. Cixtytwo pcroont of oiipootcd 
radiation was not accounted for by monitors on grid.

7, 1050  A cluster bomb filled with
at a height of 2,000 feet, roloaolng

included come new totals for 
, which are Included In tho lint:

1949 . A 2,00-pound oltntor bomb full of radloaotlvo 
contaminated U.S oeuaro miloo ut Dugway Proving

Sept. 7, 10&0 _ A cluster bomb filled with tantalum was 
exploded at a height of 2,000 feet, rcloaoing 3,900 curico and 
contaminating 3.2 square miles on the grid. Seventy five percent 
of expected radiation was not accounted for by grid monitoru.

Sopt. 13, 1060 _ Fifteen tents occurred of small 'dust
generators’’  something like radioactive dust grenades. Borne 
used radioactive tantalum, and some used radioactive ‘'Agent 
nA.” F.ar.h wan filled with 1 1 curies of radiation. Must duul 

’’and very little agent left

io an updated Jict of
toots that ooourred in Utah at Dugway 

which wore oocrot until congressional
proboo began revealing them I ant year.

New documents released Friday by Son. Bob
that rovoaled thro* mor* heretofore unknown teste
which may have released 11 times more radiation 
known lent* combined. Ono ooourrod on Nov. 7-8, 
other two wore planned for May 23, 10F..1.

The documents also included come new 
releacad in other teut.v 

Ort. 22,
tanta J.um-182 contaminated u.b square miloo ut
Ground. It had a total of 2B0 ourlee of radiation.

Nov. 30, 1949 - Annthnr 2,000-pound cluster bomb contaminated
0.9 square inline. It had a total of 1,608 curies of tantalun-162.

Aug. 4, 1050  A cluster bomb with tantalum was exploded 1,400 
feet abovo the ground, releasing 4B0 curies of radiation and 
contaminating 1.7 square miles on the test grid. Slxty-nlne 
p«rc*nt of radiMtion rwleaeod was not aaaountad for by grid 
monitors, and may have spread downwind.

Aug. 0, 1000  A ulut>t«t bumb with tantalum was dropped, but
on the wrong target by error of n homhadier. Tt war supposed to 
explode in the air, but did on the ground. It contaminated 0.00 
square miloo on tho test grid - but some contamination might have 

in some directions. It used 400 ourioo of
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SO foot poles, 
that functioned

taata
on GO-foot poloo

i much radiation

we re 
100,000 

uecond

1061 _
exploded different

warn 
the four 

amounts of

aircraft, but documents do not show If it actually hspponnd. 
May 29, 1951  Four testa axplodad different shapes 

radioactive munitiono on GO-foot polos to sec which 
spread contamination. How muoh radiation was released 
exuuilitiunL Is unknown.

Nov. 2-4, 1961 _ Nine testa' were oonduotod vith ophorioal
radioactive duet generators dropped from airnlanoa, exploding as 
high ae 6,700 feet above gruund in wlndu of up to 30 miles »n 
hour. Each cphoro released between 7.4 end 17.R ourioa, uooordlng 
to different documents.

Nov. 7-0, 1961 Two clutter bombs were touted. One on Nov. 7 
uae evp1od»d at 3,700 foot above ground, roloaelng 012 curloe and 
contaminating 1.06 square miles on the grid. Twenty-six percent 
of expected radiation wt« accounted for by grid monitors. One on 
Nov. 9 exploded at 1,060 feet above ground, rolonnlng 7P.9 nurlnn 
and contaminating 1.22 square miles on the grid.

Nov. 7-fl, 1061 . Dooumonto roloaood thio week oa>-
shapes of radioactive munitions 

would oproad radiation the furthest. The four munitlunu used 
between 276 and 400 curies of radiation.

May 20, 1062  Four tests exploded
radioactive munitions on 60 foot poles.

1062 _ Four tests exploded different. shapes of
munitions on 60 foot poles. They each releaood 

bnt.vnon 337 end ,421 r.iirlea, anr.nrdlng to dlfforent. doruimonts , ».nd 
contaminated up to 0.33 square miles on the grid.

Hay 21- 27, 1952  Sixteen ■ tests were conducted
generator'* spheres dropped from airplanes. Nine may
duds and three wero never located. New documents say the tests 
released a total of 90.0 to 40 ourlee of radiation.

Sept. 23, li»b2  Five munitions in different shapes 
tested on 50 foot poles.. New documents say that 
munitions that functioned deposit radiation in tho

571.3, 359.4 and 807 curies In four areas.
November, 1962 A radiological weapons test of

occurred, according to oomo dooumonto.
May 23, 1953  Now documenta auy two large large testa 

planned for this date, or near it. One was to deposit 
curies of radioactive tantalum over 4 square miles. Tho 
toot was to spread 10,000 curies over 1 square mils area.

Documenta do not. ahow whether the tost actually occurred, or 
give any further details. However, the Army conducted tents a 
year earlier in Arison* to eneure the tests would not present an 
airborne radioactivity hazard. The Army also asnumed the, test 
occurred when it later figured what radiation threat may exist in 

the area. -
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November
oxplode
' ’ th©
In an RW (radiation wciUpon)
whether it actually occurred.

Sometime in 1051  Documents called 
■ spread radioactive pellets

for a test of a oyotom to 
from hoppers in high altitude

on the wrong target by error of a bombadlar. It was supposed to 
explode In the air, but did on the ground, it oontamlnated 
square mi lee on the test grid - but some contamination might have 
spread ’’indsflultwly'’ In some directions, 
radioactive material.

Aug. 11, 19G0  Four tests exploded
radioactive munitions on 50-foot poles to
spread contamination. They each had 26 curies of radloation.

Sept. B, 1950  A cluster bomb filled with tantalum exploded 
at a height of 1,600 feet, releasing 930 curies and contaminating 
2 square miles of the test grid. Sixty-two percent of expootfld 
radiation was not accounted for by monitors on grid.

Sept. 7, 1950  A cluster bomb filled with tantalum use 
exploded at a height of 2,000 feet, releasing 3,900 curies and 
uout&niliiHting 3.2 square miles on the grid. Seventy-flvo percent 
of expected radiation was not accounted for by grid monitors.

Sept. 13, 1950  Fifteen tests occurred of small duat
generators’'  something like radioactive-dust grenades. Some 

radloautlvu tuntuluni, and some used radioactive Agent
Each was filled with 1.1 curies of radiation. Host dust 

fell within 120 yards of munition, “and very little agent left 

the area In cloud form.
1950  Flans called for a ’’heat transfer’' study to 

30,000 curies of tantalum in a cluster bomb to study 

problem Involved in the dissipation
an RW (radiation weapon) munition.*’
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Testimony: Radiation Test Participants Not Told of Consequences

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) Prisoners who volunteered for radiation 
experiments three decades ago were not told of the consequences, 
which for some included removal of their testicles, a state 
official told a presidential panel.

One of the inmates who participated also testified Monday that 
he does not remember being told about the side effects of the 
blistering radiation bombardment and the 1965 surgical biopsy on 
his testicles.

Harold Bibeau, 52, said he still feels pain from the 
experiments, which were carried out on more than 130 inmates in 
Oregon and Washington. Now a Portland, Ore., draftsman, Bibeau said 
the U.S. Department of Energy has ignored his pleas for follow-up 
medical treatment and compensation.

Prisoners were paid $5 to $10 a month for participating and 
given $100 when they left prison.

"I think what they're doing is that they are realizing that 
almost half of us are now dead and they're hoping that if they 
simply ignore us long enough, we'll all die and the problem will 
simply vanish,'' Bibeau said.

Catherine Knox, director of health services for the Oregon 
Department of Corrections, said about half of the participants are 
dead and others do not wish to be contacted. Some are still 
imprisoned.

She said the majority of 67 Oregon volunteers were told nothing 
about testicular biopsies that for some prisoners led to removal of 
their testicles. Sterilization was recommended because any children 
they fathered would probably suffer birth defects.

Four members of the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments also heard that some consent forms appeared to have 
been signed by Dr. Carl Heller, the researcher who conducted the 
Oregon prison studies. Heller died in 1982.

President Clinton appointed the committee in April to determine 
if radiation experiments were conducted with the subjects' informed 
consent and whether compensation is due. The full committee will 
make its recommendations next April, said Dr. Reed Tuckson, who 
chaired the hearing.

The panel also heard from people who felt they suffered health 
problems from Hanford nuclear reservation radiation releases. The 
Hanford reservation in south-central Washington manufactured 
plutonium for nuclear weapons for four decades.

The inmate experiments, conducted in the 1960s and early '70s, 
were sponsored and funded by the Energy Department's predecessor, 
the Atomic Energy Commission, and the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Prisoners' testicles were exposed to varying X-ray doses so 
researchers could learn about the potential biological effects of 
ionizing radiation on Hanford workers and on NASA astronauts.

Al Conklin, a Washington State Department of Health radiation 
expert, testified that prisoners in the Washington State
Penitentiary were exposed to X-ray doses up to 400 times the 
strength of a modern X-ray.
APNP-11-22-94 0858EST
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“This appearance of treating some citizens 
as ‘expendable’... is especially repugnant in

By Mimi Hall 
USA TODAY

/7 M
4

u
The neighbors ... 
were pleading (with 
police) to send 
somebody here. 
They were angry ... 
like, where was the 
response?

w
— Rev. Daniel Kearns, 

St Cecilia’s
This appearance of treating 
some citizens as ‘expendable’ 
... is especially repugnant in 
a country that prides itself on 
its diversity.

5J
— Hazel O’Leary, 
Energy secretary
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Neighbors: 911 calls
 unheeded in beating 

Radiation tests usedSixteen times, frantic Philadelphia residents
called 911 to report the scene unfolding outside •
St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church — a baseball-bat- ■
wielding mob of teen-agers attacking a former
altar boy and some of his friends.

Now, as they prepare to make more arrests —
possibly as soon as today — police in this By Paul Hoversten
stunned city are trying to find out why it may USA TODAY
have taken between 20 and 35 minutes for the
first cruiser to arrive at the scene. Some of the most gruesome human radia-

“The neighbors ... were pleading (with po- don experiments — exposure of prisoners’
lice) to send somebody here,” says St Cecilia’s testicles to high X-ray doses — are coming
the Rev. Daniel Kearns. “They were angry ... under a presidential panel’s scrutiny.
like, where was the response?” The 14-member Advisory Committee on

Three suburban teen-agers — ages 16,17 and Human Radiation Experiments today holds a
18 — already field hearing in Spokane, Wash., to review
have been ar- tests on 131 inmates at prisons in Oregon and
rested and Washington from 1963-71.
charged with The experiments on 67 men at Oregon
murder in the State Prison and 64 at Washington State Pris-
beating death on were first disclosed in a 1976 lawsuit by 20
of 16-year-old former prisoners and were summarized in a
Edward Polec. 1986 congressional study by Rep. Edward

The investi- Markey, D-Mass.
gation into the But much of the data about the tests has
dispatchers’ only recently been declassified. Today’s
response, and hearing is designed, in part, to determine
reports that whether compensation or medical follow-up
more arrests is warranted. About half of the prisoners are
are imminent, believed to be alive.
are just the lat- Funded by the old Atomic Energy Com-
est develop- mission, now the Energy Department, the
ments in a sto- tests were to see how much radiation NASA’s
ry that has astronauts could survive on trips to the moon.

consumed the city and its suburbs. But some of the prisoners have cited prob­
it began in a McDonald's parking lot the night lems including prostate cancer, loss of vision,

of Nov. 11, when police say a mob from the near- testicular tumors and other diseases that may
by suburb of Abington Township piled into five have been caused by the research.
cars and drove into the city’s Fox Chase neigh- “We can be blamed for being duped but no-
borhood looking for a fight body ever sat us down and explained what

Police say they sought retaliation against a the tests were all about and what the compli-
group of Philadelphia teens for the rumored cations were,” ex-inmate Robert Garrison,
rape of an unidentified Abington girl — a rumor 54, told The Washington Post.
that later turned out to be false. The Oregon tests were carried out on pris-

The group spotted Polec and his friends, and oners aged 25-52. Each signed a consent or-
chased them toward the church. When Polec der, accepted a $5-to-$10 payment and looked into hundreds of federally sponsored
tripped and fell, police said, several members of agreed to receive a vasectomy and $100- Cold War experiments since last year and is
the mob grabbed him and held him up so others more at the end of the irradiation. expected to make its report by next summer
could take clear swings at his head with baseball Their testicles were irradiated in a single Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary, who 
bats. By the time police arrived, his skull was session with up to 120 times the annual occu- prompted the government-wide review, has
fractured in seven places. He died Nov. 12. pational radiation limit for reproductive or- criticized as “disturbing” the use of test sub-

“It was just so sad,” Kearns says. “It reminded gans. All men later had vasectomies. jects like prisoners, pregnant women and
me of West Side Story.” The Washington tests were similar to Ore- mentally retarded children.

Police and area residents say long-standing gon’s, with prisoners getting up to 80 times — ‘
neighborhood rivalries in northeast Philadel- the annual radiation dosage. Six, however, 
phia and its suburbs — middle class, predomi- did not have vasectomies and it is not known a country that prides itself on its diversity and
nantly white communities — may have contrib- whether any later fathered children. that has as its goal providing equal opportuni-
uted to the rumors and the mob anger. The federal radiation committee has ty for all its citizens.”

But no one ever expected tiling to turn so vio­
lent. “This kind of thing happens in other neigh-
borhoods." Kearns says.

The Philadelphia Inquirer reported that telfr
phone logs from Nov. 11 show police dispatchers
received 16 calls, but apparently classified them
as low priority. Police Commissioner Richard
Neal ordered an investigation after listening to
the tapes — which the Inquirer says also show
that dispatchers were rude to callers.

More than a week after the deadly beating
area students and their parents still are being
counseled on how to deal with the incident
“There's been a truce drawn between neighbor­
hoods,” says Kearns. “The kids have decided to
put an end to it”
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aid convoys, halting the airlift 
to Sarajevo, cutting off Saraje­
vo’s utilities and impeding the 
movement of U.N. personnel 
through Serb-held territory.
► Serbs continue to shell 

Tuzla, another safe haven.
Requests for NATO air sup­

port have been denied. Dutch 
peacekeepers there now are 
rationing supplies.
► NATO jets hit a Serb artil­

lery command post and a tank 
in two separate strikes near the 
Gorazde safe area on April 10 
and 11 to halt a Serb assault

But that attack continued un­
checked. Advancing Serb 
forces killed a British soldier, 
shot down a British jet placed 
50 U.N. military observers un­
der house arrest surrounded

U.N. positions with mines and
arrested aid workers.

NATO now wants to strike
the Serb airfields at Udbina, lo­
cated in the Krajina region of
Croatia occupied by Serbs
since the summer of 1991.

The shift in dynamics is
marked from last February,
when U.N. resolve was clear
and NATO muscle unleashed.

After Serb shells killed doz­
ens of civilians in Sarajevo,
NATO told Serbs to move their
guns or lose them.

Most guns were moved and
a cease-fire started, which was
shattered this month.

Then on February 28, U.S. ______________
F-16 planes shot down four Kladisa is burning, the sky and

Belgrade

United Nations: the attack on 
the Bihac safe area by Bosnian 
Serbs, Croatian Serbs and rene­
gade Muslim forces.

Twice Serbs have bombed 
the area, including dropping 
cluster bombs and napalm.

On Sunday, Serb tanks blast­
ed Bihac and seized the town’s 
waterworks, apparently trying 
to capture the region before 
the United Nations could react

Undergunned U.N. troops 
went on alert for protection 
from Serb attacks and from 
growing civilian unease after 
the second Serb air attack.

U.N. spokesman Jan-Dirk 
Merveldt, in Bihac, said there 
is “major concern” for the safe-

Montenagro

The snow has begun to fall 
again in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Humanitarian aid supplies are 
shrinking. Bosnian Serbs again 
attack U.N. safe areas.

And NATO and U.N. offi­
cials again seem unsure about 
what to do.

Everything old is new once 
again as the Bosnian conflict 
enters its third winter.

In yet another turnabout of 
war momentum, Bosnian Serbs 
have recaptured almost 95 
square miles of territory 
grabbed by the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government forces in 
an Oct 28 offensive.

Even more unsettling to the

ty of U.N. peacekeepers.
“NATO has to silence the 

Serb artillery batteries and 
clear the air space above Bos­
nia of their aircraft," French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
said Sunday.

That often is said in regards 
to Bosnia and the safe areas, 
established in May 1993. It has 
not always succeeded:
► Three safe areas in east­

ern Bosnia — Zepa, Srebrenica 
and Gorazde — remain isolat­
ed from humanitarian aid be­
cause of Serb roadblocks.
► NATO jets destroyed an 

empty Bosnian Serb T-55 tank 
on September 22 following a 
Serb attack on French U.N. ar­
mored vehicle.

Serbs reacted by blocking

5, 1
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action ever by NATO.
“Bihac is burning, Velika New York and implement your I- • >• • I « . •

Serb aircraft on a bombing run the earth is burning,” Sarajevo 
over Bosnia in the first military radio’s reporter in Bihac ► U.N. action, 1A

| Udbina 
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Cancer Patients Subjected to Cold War Radiation Experiments

WASHINGTON (AP)

were carried out

The government sponsored at least eight Cold
War experiments in which cancer patients were bombarded with 
total-body radiation to learn more about radiation's effects, 
researchers say.

Documents uncovered by the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments show that in many of the cases the radiation treatment 
had little or no therapeutic value because the patients suffered 
from radiation-resistant diseases, according to a committee staff 
report.

Gary Stern, a senior researcher for the committee, said in 
presenting the staff findings Monday that in many cases it is 
unclear whether the cancer patients had been adequately advised of 
the risks involved.

The experiments all on civilian patients
from the 1940s to the early 1970s.

The existence of such experiments, especially those at the 
University of Cincinnati in the 1960s, has been generally known. 
But the staff report is the broadest documentation so far of the 
extent of the total-body radiation experiments and the Defense 
Department's involvement.

The advisory panel was created by President Clinton last 
December to look into the extent of experimentation on humans 
during the Cold War. One aspect of the panel's review is to 
determine whether sick patients were subjected to radiation doses 
for purposes other than treating their illnesses.

The staff report said 20 experiments were documented as 
occurring in the 1940s through 1974, but it said the review is not 
yet complete and others are likely to be found. The report focused 
on 10 experiments in which the therapeutic value of the radiation 
appeared to be minimal or there was sponsorship by either the 
Defense Department or the 1940s Manhattan Project.

The 10 experiments involved as many as 1,000 cancer patients, 
including several hundred that suffered from radiation-resistant 
types of cancer making the whole-body exposure questionable on 
medical grounds alone, the staff report suggested. Eight of those 
experiments had government sponsorship.

While some of the patients were extremely ill, others appeared 
to be in relatively good health given their medical condition and 
lived for months, even a year or more, after treatment, according 
to uncovered documents.

The military's interest in total-body radiation stemmed from a 
need in the 1940s and 1950s to learn more about the impact of 
radiation exposure to military personnel in nuclear war.

One set of experiments involving 263 cancer patients from 1951 
through 1956 at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston caught intense 
Defense Department interest because officials hoped it would help 
the Air Force learn more about how radiation might affect pilots of 
a proposed nuclear-powered airplane.

''A number of patients were given a series of psycho-motor tests 
to perform before and after receiving specified doses" in the M.D. 
Anderson experiments, the staff report said.

Federal funding for many of the experiments occurred despite an 
agreement by high-ranking defense officials in the late 1940s 
against using human subjects in whole-body radiation experiments, 
said Daniel Guttman, the advisory panel's executive director.



/

In the case of the M.D. Anderson experiments, an Air Force 
document cited a "pressing'' need to learn more about radiation 
and the human body and it said civilian cancer patients are 
"considered potentially valuable ... (because) this is currently 
the sole source of human data," according to the staff findings.

Other cases cited by in the advisory committee report involved 
experiments conducted at:

The Memorial Hospital, New York in the 1940s; the University of 
California Hospital in San Francisco, 1942-46; the Chicago Tumor 
Clinic, 1943-44; Baylor University, 1954-1963; Sloan-Kettering 
Institute for Cancer Research, New York, 1954-1961; the Naval 
Medical Research Institute, 1959-1960; City of Hope Medical Center, 
Duarte, Calif., 1960-64; Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., 1958-1974; and the University of Cincinnati, 
1960-1971.
APNP—11-15-94 0843EST
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New Guidelines to Toughen Monitoring

Of Derivatives Transactions by Banks

No CIA Data on Radiation Experiments

Hav&Been Given to Advisory Committee

1

ff-khat officials who were involved in CIA 
■ ' mind-control experiments in the 1950s and

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1994

Tracking the Economy Oct. 24, 1994

Corp., which regulates about 7,200 state- 
chartered banks, said she has started a 
review of the FDIC’s perusal of bank 
transactions, including examinations of 
derivatives activity. The review aims to 
“beef up" the agency’s ability to respond 
to any need for regulatory changes.

Derivatives are often complex financial 
instruments linked to an underlying asset, 
such as mortgages or exchange or interest 
rates. They have become controversial as 
some large investors, and others, have

Please Turn to Page Ai, Column 2

By Albert R. Karr
And Becky Gaylord

Staff Reporters of The Wall Street Journal

WASHINGTON - Financial regulators 
are taking steps to strengthen their formal 
examinations of banks’ dealings in deriva­
tives.

The Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, overseer of the big national 
banks that most typically engage in deriva­
tive transactions, is announcing a detailed 
compendium of procedures for the 
agency’s examiners to follow in monitor­
ing activity in the controversial instru­
ments. The 93-page booklet on "Risk Man­
agement of Financial Derivatives’’ will 
be used to examine the approximately 350 
nationally chartered banks that use deriv­
atives, out of the 3,300 regulated by the 
comptroller, the office said.

The new OCC guidelines on bank

ECONOMIC
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#1900s were “probable participants” in. 
^;i>lanning radiation experiments, accord­

key statistics scheduled to

ing to the interim report. Data on these 
activities may have been lost when the CIA 
destroyed files related to the mind-control 
experiments in 1973, however.

David Christian, a CIA spokesman, 
said the agency had “absolutely no indica­
tion that human-radiation experiments 
ever were carried out by the CIA for the 
CIA.” He added that although CIA officials 
did appear to have participated in Defense 
Department meetings on human-radiation 
experiments, the agency's role "seemed to 
have been providing information and 
analysis on what the Soviet Union was 
doing along the same lines."

Ms. Faden also said the committee will 
consider recommending various forms of 
redress for participants in the experiments 
and their descendants, ranging from a 
public apology by the government to medi­
cal monitoring to cash payments.

Ms. Faden said she didn’t know pre­
cisely what actions the panel will recom­
mend in its final report, due in April, or 
whether the group would issue recommen­
dations on compensation prior to the April 
release.

Continued Prom Page A2

been hit by sizable losses from deriv­
atives trading.

The comptroller’s new guidelines are 
one of a series of moves by financial 
regulators aimed at getting or taking con­
trol of the derivatives trend, partly to head 
off threatened federal legislation that 
would curb derivative activity. Regulators 

' have moved, for instance, toward setting 
capital or risk limits on derivatives trad­
ing, while the Federal Accounting Stan­
dards Board is instituting tighter rules 
governing disclosure of derivatives activ­
ity and the accounting methods banks 
must use in showing the value of deriva- 
tives-related offerings that are due to 
be marketed.

Mr. Harris said the comptroller’s office 
has already examined most nationally 
chartered banks, using the earlier guide­
lines, and found that most "are in substan­
tial compliance."

He said the new guidelines are “sub­
stantially similar" to a trading manual for

I / By Timothy- Noah
\£taff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal 

WASHINGTON - The chairwoman of 
an Energy Department advisory commit­
tee on Cold War human-radiation experi­
ments said the panel hasn’t received docu­
ments sought from the Central Intelligence 
Agency.

Ruth Faden, a medical ethicist at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health who 
heads the committee, said the group re­
ceived “remarkable cooperation" from 
most federal agencies. According to an 

<Sftterim report the committee released, the 
J;Cpanel has amassed a database of 400 
^•^ovemment-sponsored experiments be- 
♦“Xjreen 1944 and 1975, and compiled “at least 

fragmentary data" on an additional 1,000 
experiments.
, But Ms. Faden said the CIA has repeat- 

jjaiily told the committee it has no data on 
Shy experiments exposing individuals to 

' radiation. Documents obtained by the 
_cammittee from other agencies Indicate

Wednesday
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Thursday

Friday

New Guide Tightens
1 Formal Monitoring 

Of Banks’ Derivatives

derivatives activities expand ones issued a 
year ago. As a “bible” for examiners, the
booklet will give them more precision for
assessing national banks’ internal controls 
and methods, said Douglas Harris, senior 
deputy comptroller for capital markets.

Meanwhile, Ricki Tigert, the new ______ j________________
chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance 1 derivatives issued last spring”by the Fed- 

I eral Reserve Board, which regulates about
1970 state-chartered Fed members and 

5,360 bank holding companies. The comp­
troller’s guidelines set differing exam 
methods for different types of derivatives 
users. Dealers and end users of the instru­
ments will face different criteria for man­
aging risk, for example.

Supervision will be tailored to the 
“risk profile” of each type of user. Smaller 
banks have had more trouble identifying 
complex and risky derivatives transac­
tions. Mr. Harris said.

Different procedures are also pre­
scribed for evaluating market risk, credit 
risk and legal risk. The majority of losses 
in swaps markets have resulted from 
banks' inattention to legal risk, which can 
occur if a party to a derivatives contract 
lacks the legal authority to enter into it, 
Mr. Harris said.

Swaps involve an exchange of streams 
of payments over time, according to preset 
terms. A common type is an interest-rate 
swap, in which one party agrees to pay a 
fixed interest rate in return for receiving a 
floating rate from another party.

326,000 

-$3.8 billion 

+4.1%_________ +3.0%

Sourve Technical Date

:o to tjfened this week:
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October Ttesday____________88 4

Durable Gaods Ortm September Wednesday +61%
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y voters in various states on
Takes on Another Taboo, With Measure.^on

To Let Doctors Aid Suicide by Dying Patients
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take to end his own life. The suicide option 
would be available only to adult patients 
with less than six months to live who get a 
second medical opinion, make three re­
quests for suicide pills and don’t appear to 
be suffering from depression or a mental 
disorder.

The makeup of Oregon itself means it's 
friendly territory for such social experi­
ments. It has long been an independent- 
minded state that was a pioneer in decri- 
n.inalizing marijuana, was the first to 

ake rape in marriage illegal and is now 
experimenting with rationing publicly fi­
nanced health care. Home of the Hemlock 
ociety, it has one of nation's lowest ratios 
f churchgoers, a significant factor be- 
ause the strongest opposition to right-to- 
ie proposals comes from church leaders, 
nother source of potential opposition has 

..een neutralized because the state chapter 
of the American Medical Association was 
too split to embrace the national group's 
ethical guidelines against physician- 
assisted suicide and instead has chosen to 
stay on the sidelines.

On a more emotional level, right-to-die 
proponents got an unexpected and deeply 
personal endorsement when the state's 
governor said she will vote for ballot 
measure 16, as it is known. Outgoing 
Gov. Barbara Roberts's husband, Frank, 
died a year ago after a prolonged and 
public fight with prostate cancer. By the 
end of his life, the governor says, her 
husband was weak and bedridden and lost 
the ability to read or communicate because 
of pain medication.

“I just know how painful it is to watch 
someone as they become more and more 

deaths by rejecting heroic medical inter­
vention and even tube feeding. But Ameri­
can society hasn't yet crossed the line to 
condoning suicide as a treatment alterna­
tive. If the Oregon measure passes, “it's 
going to raise alarm bells,” says Dr. Albert 
Jonsen, an expert on medical ethics at the 
University of Washington. "On the other 
hand, it will also bring a sense of relief and 
justice to a lot of other people.”

Recent polls show about 60% of Oregon­
ians support the right-to-die measure, al­
though TV ads for and against the measure 
that will help shape final opinions are only 
beginning to air.

There are a series of political forces a 
work that help explain the support so far 
Most importantly, right-to-die advocate: 
have taken careful steps to try to tailor th< 
ballot initiative into something acceptable 
to doctors and mainstream citizens. It 
rejects the Kevorkian-style machines that 
enable a patient to self-administer a lethal 
dose of drugs intravenously. It also seeks 
to avoid the specter of doctors wielding 
lethal syringes that scared voters in Wash­
ington state and California into rejecting 
broader right-to-die initiatives in 1991 and 
1992, respectively.

Instead, the measure would permit doc­
tors to prescribe pills that a patient could 

; By Barbara Rosewicz
Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal 

Oregon, often a laboratory for cutting- 
edge cultural reforms, is threatening to 
crash another of society's ethical bar 
rlers.

Its voters next month could make Ore­
gon the first place in the world to give

doctors clear legal authority to help dying 
patients commit suicide.

Even though similar ballot initiatives 
failed earlier in two states, forces at work 
in Oregon this year are enhancing chances 
voters there may approve a measure legal­
izing physician-assisted suicide. If that 
happens, Oregon will shatter one of Ameri­
can society's taboos by taking the first 
publicly sanctioned steps down the path 
blazed in Michigan by suicide doctor Jack 
Kevorkian.

Up to now, the public and the courts 
have shown growing acceptance of giving 
the terminally ill greater control over their 

Battle Over Smoking
The battle over a ballot measure to 
weaken California’s tough antiamoking 
laws is heating up in the final weeks 
before the vote. Article on page B12.

physiciaily diminished as their pain be- ■ 
comes greater,” she says. "And when it I 
becomes very clear that you have a termi- P 
nal patient with no quality of life left, it's 
very hard not to have a sense of the 
patient’s need to make a choice for him­
self.”
Catholic Church’s Campaign

All tjiat leaves the Roman Catholic 
church in the state as the principal oppo­
nent trying to block passage of the ballot 
initiative, although several other denomi­
nations have voiced opposition as well. 
The Catholic church opposes suicide under 
any circumstances. The church is princi­
pally financing a $1 million-plus campaign 
that seeks to convince voters that the 
measure is deeply flawed and will pave the 
way to many more suicides than propo­
nents claim.

If voters approve the Oregon measure, 
it isn't likely to produce an instant cascade 
of acceptance in other states. More likely, 
Oregon would become a national test tube 
for doctor-assisted suicide, much as the 
Netherlands is closely watched now be­
cause it tolerates euthanasia even though 
it’s technically illegal.
Some See Slippery Slope

Ethicists who follow the right-to-die 
issue predict that if the Oregon measure 
passes, it will become increasingly diffi­
cult to hold the line limiting suicide pills to 
a strictly defined group. "Once you start 
Saying you can do this, how do you draw a 
line at that group of patients? What’s 
significant about six months?” says Alex­
ander Capron, an ethicist at the University 
of Southern California who has written 
against right-to-die initiatives.

No one expects the national debate 
generated by Dr. Kevorkian’s 20 assisted 
deaths to end in Oregon. "It's a debate that 
no matter what Oregon does will con­
tinue,” says Pat McCormick, campaign 
director for the coalition opposing Measure
16.

r.

A sampling ol ballot initiative proposals to be decided by voters In various states on Hi 

SttTE

Al«ska___

Arkansas

Arizona

raorosAi _________________________________
Declaration of rights for victims of crime; federal term limits

Authorize a casino and create a state gambling commission __

Inhibit government action that lowers value of private property; tobacco tax 

for health care; restrict the right to sue for injuries ___

"Three strikes and out"’ provision to increase sentences for repeat felons; 
deny education and health services for illegal aliens; gas tax for public trans 
portation; single-payer health system_________________________________

Tobacco tax for health and education revenue; state and federal term limits 

Formula to limit growth of state revenue collections  

Mandatory sentences for violent crimes 

Restrict gay rights and education about gay lifestyles; federal and state term limits 

Federal and state term limits  

Federal and state term limits; prohibit rent control

MtoHMri Require government reimbursement for revenue lost to acquisition of lands
•' for parks; constitutional amendment on riverboat gambling  

Voter approval of all tax increases  

Impose federal, state and local term limits ___________________________

Right to die; restrict gay rights; mandatory sentences for violent crimes; 

require state prison inmates to work full time  

Allow gambling in certain cities________________________

Impose federal and state term limits and require a runoff when no candi­

dates receives a majority in an election ______

i; Tht Hotline ""
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Panel Says U.S. May Have Done Thousand'.

'•war

..nds.” air‘D lr,ck
viously believed. . progress or lis effects. ]ieviously believed. . '"SK’T,U “,ec^ L Keved by scholars to be 13 before .he
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By PHILIP J. HILTS
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 21 - The 
■ta___ ■ - . . _ "

Human Radiation Experiments' said

1

____ rs.

uman Radiation Experiments
radiation experiments in the United-------------------------------------- -
States, determining their ethical va. .

—- Jne Ky “n^ whe*=r the Slowly prying out
President's Advisory Committee on vi^",s shou d compensated. . ,

Human Radiation Experiments said rim I,;e,uded taIec- the truth OF COld^WOr
today that the number of radiation Plutonium into
experiments conducted by the Gov- „ bodies, marching troops exercises,
emment and the military from 1941 °nt? ground iero after a nuclear •
io 1974 was likely to be "in the thou- re*ca5in« radioactive ------------------ —

by Wesid^ cE JX

_ - involving multiple instances of using ■
environment, be- radiation in human experimentation, 

have been officially logged by the 
committee. Dr. Fadep said the num­
ber would probably rise to the thbu 
Sands before the committee was fin­
ished with its work.

But Dr. Faden said the Defense 
■ Department had refused to declassi­

fy al) the material on experiments 
involving the deliberate release of 
radiation, saying they were still mai­
lers of national security.
. ,n general, the agencies have 
been very cooperative," she said, 

but we must now work out how to ’ 
deal with the question of keeping 
“f*® d?Cun’^n,s classified.

public. ■
The committee has accumulated

a.bou,ia25OOO° Papers, filling more 
than ISO cubic feet. Members of itJ 
staff estimate that more than 1,000 
cubic feet of documents on human 

. radiation experiments are scattered 
■cross agencies of the Government. 

, *hc committee hopes to gel a repre­
sentative sample, 

documents are steadily 

wfi tail?,X“

With current practices. The final re­
port is due next summer.
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, "the number of such tests approx-

Closed files frustrate probe of
radiation testing
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the Pan tex plant in AmariHn

•"T"; Oak Rids-----------------
~~------ —■ TT

found or made available, Dr. 
Faden, a professor of bioethics at 
Johns Hopkins University, said at 
a news conference, "in a lot of 
cases, we may never have the kind 
of detailed information for draw­
ing moral evaluation^” she said.

The committee said its review 
has found hundreds of intentional 
releases of radiation — many 
more than previously suspected— 
as pan of the country’s nuqlear 
programs between the 1940s fend 
1975.

Daniel Guttman, the panel’s ex­
ecutive director, said some of the . 
intentional releases involved tests 
on nuclear rockets, high explo­
sives, nuclear aircraft technology 

and nuclear reactors at which 
accident scenarios were-simulated 
at the peDarTmpnt of F.tww’g

associated press u
Members of a presidential 

panel combing through thousands 
of documents on radiation experi­
ments say their work is hampered 
by the fact the government 
refuses to declassify many files.

Dr. Ruth Faden, head of Pres­
ident Clinton’s Advisory Commit­
tee on Human Radiation Experi­
ments, said Friday that defense 
Officials were erecting “signifi­
cant roadblocks" because of the 
classified files on radiation re­
leases at weapons facilities during 
the Cold War years.

She noted that many files re­
lated to human radiation experi­
ments have been declassified and

e,(jc IVadjingtmi eijneo
Circ: 73,674

that the committee has had access 
to thousands of previously declas­
sified documents. But major gaps 
remain because Of files that have 
been destroyed, cannot be found or 
remain classified.

In an interim report, the advi­
sory committee said there may 
have been more than 1.000 experi­
ments involving human subjects 
as well as hundreds of other in­
stances in which radiation was in­
tentionally released as pan of the 
government’s nuclear weapons 
program.

Some of the experiments in­
volved numerous subjects.

In many of the cases only frag­
mentary information has been

accident scenarios were-simulated

(DOE's) 1 dp ho NafiniiAL 
ipg La^brarory. '

vVhue the panel was advised 
previously of only 13 intentional 
releases of ionizing radiation into 
the environment, “the comminee 
is now aware of hundreds of addi­
tional intentional releases," the in­
terim report said

The radiation releases occurred 
over many years at several weap­
ons facilities. Included were those 
at Hanford. Wash.; Los Alamos, 

the Pan tex plant in AmariHn 
' teaas; Oak Ridge. lfenn.: DlaniX, 

near Portsmouth? Ohio'

cah, Ky.; rhe DOE weapon'; lab- 
urUiuiy In idabo and the Nevada 
nuclear test site, Mr. Gunman 
said.

The report said four releases- 
• had been cited at Los Alamos but 

that DOE documents now show 

imate2S0." ~rr~"

Dr. Faden, the committee chair­
man, said that of the 400 biomed­
ical experiments involving human 
subjects documented so far. It is 
dear some may have had thera­
peutic goals while others were 
aimed simply at learning more 
about radiation’s effects on the 
body.
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No CIA Data on Radiation Experiments 

Have Been Given to Advisory Committee

ing to the interim report. Data on these 
........ ........................ ,1C u.a.rwoman DI *CIIV1[ies may have been lost when the C1A 

an_E_nerRy Department ativi^nn- commit- nies related to the mind-control
—^^f^maovtson commit , expcrin,ents in however

David Christian, a CIA spokesman, 
said the agency had - absolutely no indica­
tion that human-radiation experiments 
ever were carried out by the CIA for the \ 
CIA.” He added that although Cia officials ’ 
did appear to have participated in Defense 
Department meetings on human-radiation 
experiments, the agency's rale "seemed to 
have been providing information and 
analysis on what the Soviet Union was 
doing along the same lines.”

Ms. Faden also said the committee win 
consider recommending various forms of 
redress for participants in the experiments 
and their descendants, ranging from a • 
public apology by the government to medi- • 
cal monitoring to cash payments.

Ms. Faden said she didn't know pre- 
ciseiy what actions the panel will re com- 
mend in its final report, due in April, or 
whether the group would issue recommen­
dations on compensation prior to the April 
release.

By Timothy Noah

P_ WASHINGTON - The chairwoman of

Iff tin ['Aid War huinan-radiarinn expert7 
jngfljs said the panel hasn t received docu- 

A^ncy011^^11 inm thC CentrftI In,eU’Se»ce

Ruth Faden, a medical ethlcist a: the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health who 
heads the committee, said the group re­
ceived "remarkable cooperation" from 
most federal agencies. According to an 
interim report the committee released, the 
panel has amassed a database of 400 

; government-sponsored experiments, be- 
> tween 1944 and 1975. and compiled "at least 

fragmentary data1, on an additional 1 000 
experiments.

But Ms. Faden said the CIA has repeat- 
.-®dly told the committee it has no data on 
• 4ny experiments exposing individuals to 

radiation. Documents obtained by the 
committee from other agencies indicate 

.Ahat officials who were involved in CIA 
/mind-control experiments in the 1950s and 

1960s were "probable participants" in 
.planning radiation experiments, accord-

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. «t ? 4 i9g4 

Circ: 1.B52.B63 .

hie
Sntf/ Rrporler The w.h, Stbctt Jouhnm.
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Report: Cold War.expert

IradioBcdve materials *cre eonducicd for
I

rhe report.

h tteumenud « feu 400 c.^™ hu™„ AI“T“ lh“ “i,'‘

more.

woman. Mid detailed information about many

mony

i

• !

/5
1
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weapons programs.

«i»ed «> Lx Alunot N.tlona LdxntMy 111 bio^hiet K joh„s Hopklni UoilSSy *” "'

».cpuru void war experiments 
more extensive than thought

New Mexico, where implosion tests involving
radinariittab r ’ . . . •

WASHINGTON (A?) - Intentional radi­
ation releases and human experiments appear 
to have been frequent and widespread in the

presidential panel said Friday . ’ "
In an Interim report, the Advisory Com.

® 005

PRGE d”

k also said it found hundreds of intentional 
releases of radiation 
viously suspected - occurred as pan of the 

nu€lcar programs between the 1940s 
and 1975. It was not dear from the dad

The advisory committee said only four in-

r

Advisory
FAX:8064773185—

Amarillo

Dr._ Ruth Faden. the committee’s chair-

-_™»y»«»s^K 

cause of seam or miuins documents. She also 
complained of "'significant roadblocks" still

refusing to declassify information about mony 

. — ---------- 1 releases involving nuclear ■

** "“y «**« h"re the ’ 

said Faden, a professor of :
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cuirt^ classified for national se-

recy stymies radiation panel
Some documents 
can’t be found 
By Karen MscPhemon

significant i
woman said Friday?

— ?uULFaden’ u'ho headfi the

TheKnowllteNgw^Sentm  ̂S.lurday, Octet*,a. 1594

may have actually harmed those ' wsnt 40 Jook at information, 
involved. r- ----- - -

WASHINGTON _ Af^Ural aMwent|y wen designedto Sd technical daujiik

sCeSa=
1 chair wtav hava aWiian*. ‘ Want tn IrusU they

Government officials maintain

important documents have been

®nce.
. Faden's comments came as the 
la-rnnmber panel released a le­
gallyrequired interim report on

WjS*

mg recommendations for com- 
PwiMtton to any victims, next

h-

■nd release airrete^t”^"

Sec

““L 7,,®aain« the dooumanta

JSSL.** ““f wp-rimanu 2"*t“ ‘■PE!’*"" fmb.mUc-

"tents telling about human radia
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1944 and
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V™ ine the current st Ze KmS
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er
------- pected to release * final report in

H probably will be in the thou- 55 Pt5e? by the Energy Department, 
sands before finish.” said commit. the Defense Department, the'Vefer 
‘le chairwoman fluth. Faden. an6 Administration, the CIA and oth-

science and^hk?1"1**1^ °fme?lcfl1' ,Tar^M^SbfeS rad “ 

h? * ^rts appointed ‘a0 exPerImenk between 1944 and
saidh^a^i Clinton last December 1974; consider a range of remedies for 
raid in an Interim report that It found these harmed or wronged and exara- 
Sd^n™ ' a!l 1:"M ?l’r‘ ,h' "‘rre"1of human radia-
radiation experiments aside from the tion research,
mpn?H^I,5ientS l‘ecordcd ■” govern- The panel has delved trough thou- 
ment data bases. sands of once-classified documents

01/21/14 03:14
— a uv at aauil UO-3O

WW W Mlir NEWS OCT 2 2 1S94

2e*2d^’"tMrag shock
pected to re lea era ■ rinmi —-

WASHINGTON - The federal mv. fl?”! *1*° ”*',Jl.was ■’’ow a*are o»‘ 
emment conducted more SX* Lu.“^^o£8JdltLonalintentionaIre-

ans’ Administration, the CIA and oth-

and the people exposed to it through 
experiments or military maneuvers.
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___..— /eterana’Ad^ 

nlniatration, the CIA and other 
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ft through expenmeat* or xnHi- 

. "I think that* the kty point ia

. ingwprk
gov- ThepM._.--------------M.w»n

thouaandi bf onee-claaaified

»n experiments.
•d’i*o*y P«ael was 

filmed after « gpate of media 
report* of Kent experiments
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Panel reveals more
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— Thefeder-
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radiati
Aeu/rr |

fedv.

that had beta racwdad ia
trunent ditabaiei.
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thouaafids

chaired the panel
w The panel also Mid it was 

°Z ^dredi of ad-

the 13 catet it wi» awfawd to
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Faden, a Johns Hopkins University
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perimenis, "tracer” studies or other experiments, 
high explosives used in nuclear Faden said the panel also has 
weapons designiand basic research found there was a broader discus-

I.

propriety of the"experiments than
had been publicly apparent.

NewsExmess

PAGE___ OF_

* • *.

on how radioactivity affects plants slon within the government bo the
•%££„ had pHt .««, (n

Menlifyinv documents," said Ruth But the debate went on largely 
Ead^ "ht» Hopkins University behind closed doors. The" Army 
bioettucist who heads the coramis- adopted guidelines In 1953 drawn 
eion. The White House created the from the Nuremberg Code, ethical 
panel in January after new disclo- rules arising from the war crimes 
cures about radiation experiments trials after World War II. Sut the 
— including a series of plutonium guidelines were classified “top ae- 
Injections — on people who may crel." Faden said, 
bavo received little ar no in/orma- Official, of the old Atomic Eper- 
Uon about the potential risks. Commission also bad dlscus-

The panel must determine if any slon. .bout the ethics of radiation 
. research subjects were harmed experiments, Faden said, but a 

■nd are entitled to compensation, iw agency memo recommended 
Faden said it Is too early to say ‘ that Information on the experi- 

how many of the experiment may menls not be made public.

ernment’Sponsofed .human radia- lion for which tome therapeutic 
. tlnn cxprrimtnfa-diirfaglhM^gia benefit was anticipated.

Wgrsra has collected data onW The finding of additional radia- 
atudies conducted before 1976, tion experiments was not onex- 

>: j pjcjjd jjje paDej |UJ flV^r.
------congres- seeing a • massive documents 

search by the Departments of De« 
. _ • tense, Energ/ and vetShns Af»

far more than fairs -and other federal agencies, 
the 13 it was originally asked to In addition to the 400 experiments 
examine — in which radiation was now in the commission*, files, the . 
inteniionally released for such commission ha. found fragmen- - 
purposes as radiation-warfare ex- tary evidence on more than 1,000

WASHINGTON —> A presiden- viewed involve medical uses of 
lial commission looking into gov- relatively low amounts of radia-

E

,!
L

I
Panel finds radiation 

tests using people 

widespread, secret
By Earl Lana nave been ethically suspect. She

......... S“W’1.tteiirtiBteioer..
gov-

.WgLAra has collected data on W

about 10 times as many as bad 
been disclosed in a 1986 < -
sional report

The panel also Is studying sever­
al hundred cases — far more than
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But committee  
niuiuberx said they
*an’l determine - at .
least for nvw - which, 5 ls ar| ,nterim 
and how many, caused fepOH; Wft are

■ mSWkhg „im me 
lions, hurt the environ- PUt5'lc «W’d Victims 

mem or were unncees- and this (report) Is
“?« date, none of the ab°Ut whal WH've

■ intentional i„____
found have Involved hope to qo
Savannah River Sit«. “ -
according to members
ot the Advisory Com- 
mlttcc on Human Hadi, 
ation Espcrimenls. 
who cited Information

©202 254 9827 
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• None of the hundreds of^ 
potentially harmful radiation 
releases occurred at SRS

about whal we've 
rata™ ?one and where we . .

Dr. Ruth Faden, 

committee 
chairwoman
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She htosljington post
Cite: 810,000

CORRECTIONS

An ankle Saturday about radiation test­
ing incorrectly identified the federal agen­
cies responsible for tests involving 23.000 
partkipants. They were the Defence De­
partment and forerunners of the Energy 
rkrarrment. The article also misstated' 
the reason for intentional releases of ra­
dioactive substances. Most were used to 
track isotopes in the environment. On the 
issue of cooperation with the Advisory 
Committee on Human-Radiation Experi­
ments, the departments Of Defense and' 
Energy have agreed to allow panel
bers to review classified documents on the 
experiments, but have not agreed to de­
classify such documents.

• 1 .•
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Officials Knew of Experiments, PtmelSays

Radiation experiments sponsored

in about 1,400 different ore- reteases’ ® whkh radioactive sub- suggesting that discussions took place 
in the 30 year period after stances were eminerf mt0 the «>*>- . 1 ■he. r83,anon experiments

. W----------------AJJIEltld

among senior Tniman’idministratian

nintii now, we were under tta

rianed by Rep. Edward J. Markey panment of Defense or the Depart- P^ted for damages 
(D-Mass.) and until now considered went of Energy, Faden said. She add^ P*1*!’5 final report

are counted. Fatten also
For example, the departments of

eminent researchers carried out'

anyone knew," said Daryl Kimball.

t

f*
I J

1,000 other tests over the 

. A 1986 congressional probe of

higivtevel government discussions, 

bon was a’much bigger’deal'tiun

going to make the panels work all 
that mivrh M

Cold War researchers conducted

security concerns. Fatten said.
Central Intelligence Agency officials 

have said the agency was not involved 

give any fifes to the panel But the pan-
“ “ ' . - --- —------- ---

feast involved in discussions about the

The agencies* refusal to cooper-

^ocjate director of Physidans for
Social Responsibility. ‘And that is
go>ng to make the panel’s work all 
that much harder."

Cold War researchers conducted ™»vug me maienai already re­
several hundred socalfed intentional tbe ^nel are documents

Over the next six months. Fatten 
said, the panel will address key quw-

» —IMESUEIll, Hl WIUC

significant amounts of radioactive »• °my took place among 
dine and other elements were emined el officials and laboratory

» !• . CirC: 81O'n00 Kadiation Tests Were Widespread attention. President Clinton appointed 

"2 interagency task force to explore 
the implicabons of the issue.

^be .force in turn appointed 
the panel. Officially called the Advi­
sory Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments, it is made up of 14 
leading ethkists, medical research­
ers and legal experts.

Among the material already re­

in eastern Washington state, where 
they drifted downwind and exposed

projects exposing thousands of U.S. ““ A1‘W»erQue Tribune newspaper sify the documents, citing national 
military pereoonel and civilians to exl£nave “se of humans -- ------------------- ” •
radioactive subeta&tts, in spite of - 01 *e®eral radiation tests to national 
«hkal coocerns that were raised in 

- ------------------------------- ® radiation tests and have refused to 
*uMest? that experimenta- P*® “Y fifes to the panel. But the pan­

el has found that CIA offidals were at 
feast involved in discussions about the 
tests in the early 1950s.

The agencies* refusal to cooper­
ate already are causing ’roadblocks" 
for the committee, Faden said.

&)( foosfiington post

810,000

Offioals. In 1953, then-Seaetary of 
Defense Charles E. Wilson and the 
secretaries of the Army and Navy 

--------- -- ll4U pjrnuusiy ac- ?u,ed 10 <fiSCuS5»n. according to 
knouiedged overseeing only 13 such m me panels fifes. t

’  . no*, we were under the
impression that debate about the is- 

sutMly took place among lower-lev- 

„ ----------------- /research­
ers, Faden said.

Despite the discussions, which 
WKiUH. */j - -------- -------- fooched on such questions as informed
White the Markey commission xten- consent and how much patients should 

...u <.>VWJVea senior ottjciais, in- W 7°0 participants in federally toW 8boul the t«ts. there are mdi 
eluding the secretary of defense. 5???)retl ra<fiaoai studies, at feast cations that the reservations of senior
The panel has documented fully f3-000 P®0^ no*’ have been identi- officials about the radiation issue were 
^OO^goyernment-backed biomedi- P^jn/^ tests spon- notJ^yed to laboratory researchers

exposure to radiation conducted and Hu'nan S®™®* D^artmentuhe 
between 1944 and 1975, and has Veterans Affairs Department and oth- 

niater^a*s describing er departments, according to Ruth Fa- ®oos about fh,e experiments, such as
l.ooo other tests over the same den, a Johns Hopkins University echi- **’? extent to which researchers
period, the report said. cist who chairs the panel. , gained the consent of participants

. A 1986 congressional probe of UMUUC Ultr<. *7~
federal radiation tests, commis- involved in tests sponsored by the De- w’K™er panidpants should be

ronment, usually to test human re­

knowledge of those exposed, the 
panel's report said.

Federal offidals had previously ac­

releases, including the controversial 
1949 Green Run incident, in which

By Gary Lee .
^■MxwIWSuflWriur I

fr'lte fedenl

ducted ou more than 23,000 Ameri­
cans in _L
jects in the 30-year period after stances were emitted into the envi-
World War H, according to a r«S 'tBt human

figures suggest that the deliberate
exposure of humans to radiation dur­
ing the Cold War was far more wide­
spread than previously believed.

The panel, appointed by the
Clinton administration to investi­
gate the experiments, also has
et^alt^Db1r^SS1QnSf ab4Ut “IUICU ouwnwina ano expos
Sc. 0n5 °f rad,atl0n people m surrounding communities
tests took place as early as 1953, ‘ -- * 
and involved senior officials, in- 700 participants in federally t0W 8boul the tests, ffiere^e1^0
eluding the secretary of defense, studies, at feast canons that the reservations of senior
The panel has documented fully f3'000 PeoPie no*’ have been identi- officials about the radiation issue were 
400 government-backed biomedi- » ^g part in the tests spon- not relayed to laboratory researchers 
cal experiments involving human by the forerunners of the Health " *ho conducted the tests.

~fel.1944. an,d .197.5‘ and fi88 Vf,b"ans Affairs Department and oth-

den, a Johns Hopkins University echi- exIenl io which researchers
- J.—, , gained the consent of participants.
That figure does not include those ,w.Part*c*Pants were chosen and 

! com-
> they suffered.

------ --------------- . -- ---------- - ------ - ---- — - -'port is Cue in April, 
the most authoritative account of that “probably many thousands'' of **• P306* “ supposed to collect da- 
radiation experiments, discussed---- participants will be added to the total ta about experiments sponsored across
only 31 separate experiments. In after individuals who participated in the federal government, but it has not

re«iv“i '“U wooentta, from all

that some ofthe experiments provid-
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O In the ’SOs, a committee

- Civilian docto„

t fen ?‘“ut 400 radK-

nc tests and eye examinations ©f w^t-

uneov.
Psychological testing do^ ing ne„

rnlT that *ere °.ut the^e>,' £aid Dan radiation without

—Dr. Ruth Paden, chairwoman
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r>n3?hj tcfWn8 of a nuclear-

tert Sdte « 
JLS65 which produced a radioac- 
ttve cloud that drifted Over L™ 

«ni»n resi-

“There is a memo from the aur- 
S«n general of the Anny sayirw

■ r« t..
^sUrSS.”""'‘™ra-
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»g the nuclear blasts. ‘
’’A number of them u^.w carried 

out, Guttman said. "For example.

on the safety level and* 

same time saying this is a very 
good opportunity to get data? he 

said.
The committee aiw has tin«v- 

cred evidence that residents liv-

The Joint Panel on the Medical As-

tots, were conducted at the test site

»™L" .y-E„ K
1 explode if

of nonmilitary physicians 
helped design experiments 
on troops at the test site. . 
By Tony Batt

• Donrcy Washington Bureau

Jagg*010” - SS«“«’»2g

fl“h rf

-----------------U4 y
rf » nuclear bomb would expiodV’if 
So?5dr_‘^and?^.“?T have 

the^atmosphere.

££: 

« ;nteJfe,On E*Perin>«rtS released 
morXo?workP°H **

in- there wa5

nuclear' humb tSTnta's^S’

“There is a memo from the sur­
geon general of the Army saying 

feJnvoM S th! 

-- it m of curTu^ Vg;“

roan Radiation Experiments releaid - ------------  ‘

fiKt

Civilians planned NTS 

medical tests

ttewknuwWe^ri^  ̂
“u^^xamples include the fol- 

dZ?^114 ***’•in which Bu* 
dear bombs were struck at one 
J^?Su,*r, Point to see if they 
*°u d explode if hit accidentally 

“a lot of dirty stuff

'XeCUtiVe dif”tOr °r the

tok th^ite"0*committees

just generals

Pe«s of Atomk Warfare, which indud- . 

®Chalman *h° 
in lOdof^i jd Ph>‘6i?anr w« formed 

-W lw» and drafted plans in the early

19S0s for biomedical experiments dur­
ing the nuclear blasts,

number of them were carriedXe of th main “id- ,Tor eKan>Pled 

V’f, pk?ininR documenta said.- 
X<t s test the vision — the effect of a ’ 
bomb or detonation on the vision of the 
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. government's secret radiation experiments du^ing*the

A presidential panel says the
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known. Also, there were hundreds more’ radiation 

experiments on humans than previously revealed.
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govenunent conducted at least the Department of Defense and
1,000 more radiation tests on the Atomic Energy Commission,

man radiation experiments aside day was largely an outline of 
from the 400 experiments that tow it. will approach iti ramairw. 
had been recorded In government Ing wort.

medical, science and ethics ax- cai ques?
The committee la to release a *

' 01/21/14 03:20
JI I1V11

• • %

from veterans exposed to rkdia- 
Uon, Inhabitants of Padfid is- 
lands where the military deU>

rne ro- and other ageRde, ^11
• ■ with radiation and the propio ax- -

Tbc panel also said it wag Posed to it through experiments 
"now aware of hundreds of addl- or mllitery maneuvers, 
lional Intentional releases” of Vetarana' toqtlmnnu 
ionizing radiation in addition to V0lB^an• testimony 

the 13 cases it was assigned to ' a,,° testimony
Investigate. from veterans exposed to ridla-
Taak ,Uoni P»an£ is-
IIIK force s gools hnds where the mllltaiy deto- 

. Faden said the panel's goals 'Rated tut bomba, and people* 
were Io make public as many subjected to medical tests. 

00 r"Wa«Uttixv«»igaifIcanlroad.
23 W«*." pden Mid, citing prob-1077 M wlw<ea blocks," Faden said, eltlBg prob-

S'SSt-r"
. ■ released. Many records have

advisory panel was named been destroyed or lost she said.

Mop'ri,'w‘wi“‘ 

and injecting mentally retarded UI?6nt uarch process that is ab­
beys at a state school with radio- »|Btely critical to what the com- 
" “ mittee needs to do.” said Daryl

Kimball, of Physicians for Social



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22,1994
* -

?

A 1986 congressional probe of I

t

i

n

I

I

I

sue only took place among lower-lev- 
el officials and laboratory research­
ers,” Faden said.

Despite the discussions, which 
touched on such questions as informed 
consent and how much patients should 
be told about the tests, there are indi­
cations that the reservations of senior 
officials about the radiation issue were 
not relayed to laboratory researchers 
who conducted the tests.

Over the next six months, Faden 
said, the panel will address key ques­
tions about the experiments, such as 
the extent to which researchers 
gained the consent of participants, 
how participants were chosen and 
whether participants should be com­
pensated for damages they suffered. 
The panel’s final report is due in April

The panel is supposed to collect da-

|

attention, President Clinton appointed 
an interagency task force to explore 
the implications of the issue.

The task force in turn appointed 
the panel. Officially called the Advi­
sory Committee on Human Radia­
tion Experiments, it is made up of 14 
leading ethicists, medical research­
ers and legal experts.

Among the material already re­
viewed by the panel are documents 
suggesting that discussions took place 
about the radiation experiments 
among senior Truman administration 
officials. In 1953, then-Secretary of 
Defense Charles E. Wilson and the 
secretaries of the Army and Navy 
joined in the discussion, according to 
documents in the panel’s files.

“Until now, we were under the 
impression that debate about the is­

i
|
i
I

federal radiation tests, commis­
sioned by Rep. Edward J. Markey 
(D-Mass.) and until now considered 
the most authoritative account of 
radiation experiments, discussed 
only 31 separate experiments. In

By Gary Lee 
Washington Post Staff Writer

T The Washington Post

- ,z - —•.

- - —

I
and involved senior officials, in­
cluding the secretary of defense. 
The panel has documented fully 
400 government-backed biomedi­
cal experiments involving human 
exposure to radiation conducted 
between 1944 and 1975, and has 
received materials describing
1,000 other tests over the same 
period, the report said.

June, Energy Secretary Hazel R. 
O’Leary revealed information about 
48 additional experiments.

See RADIATION, A5, CoL 1

RADIATION, From Al

According to the picture painted 
in the panel’s report and in an inter­
view with the panel’s chairman, gov­
ernment researchers carried out 
projects exposing thousands of U.S. 
military personnel and civilians to 
radioactive substances, in spite of 
ethical concerns that were raised in 
high-level government discussions.

“This suggests that experimenta­
tion was a much bigger deal than 
anyone knew,” said Daryl Kimball, 
associate director of Physicians for 
Social Responsibility. “And that is 
going to make the panel’s work all 
that much harder.”

Cold War researchers conducted 
several hundred so-called intentional 
releases, in which radioactive sub-

-

Veterans Affairs Department and oth- ■ 
er departments, according to Ruth Fa- t 
den, a Johns Hopkins University ethi- 
dst who chairs the panel.

That figure does not include those 
involved in tests sponsored by the De- | 
partment of Defense or the Depart­
ment of Energy, Faden said. She add­
ed that “probably many thousands” of 
participants will be added to the total 
after individuals who participated in 
tests conducted by those departments 
are counted. Faden also emphasized 
that some of the experiments provid­
ed the participants with medical bene­
fits but added that the number who 
benefited is not yet known.

Earlier this year, after O’Leary and 
the Albuquerque Tribune newspaper 
brought the extensive use of humans 
in federal radiation tests to national 

Radiation experiments sponsored 
by the federal government were con­
ducted on more than 23,000 Ameri-. 
cans in about 1,400 different pro­
jects in the 30-year period after 
World War II, according to a report 
released yesterday by an indepen­
dent panel studying the issue. The 
figures suggest that the deliberate 
exposure of humans to radiation dur­
ing the Cold War was far more wide­
spread than previously believed.

The panel, appointed by the 
Clinton administration to investi­
gate the experiments, also has 
found that discussions about the 
ethical implications of radiation 
tests took place as early as 1953,

•l

I

I
I

Radiation Tests ^fere Widespread

Top Officials Knew of Experiments, Panel Says

stances were emitted into the envi­
ronment, usually to test human re­
sponses and often without the 
knowledge of those exposed, the 
panel’s report said.

Federal officials had previously ac­
knowledged overseeing only 13 such 
releases, including the controversial . 
1949 Green Run incident, in which ; 
significant amounts of radioactive io­
dine and other elements were emitted 
in eastern Washington state, where 
they drifted downwind and exposed 
people in surrounding communities.

While the Markey commission iden­
tified only 700 participants in federally 
sponsored radiation studies, at least 
23,000 people now have been identi­
fied as taking part in the tests spon­
sored by the forerunners of the Health 
and Human Services Department, the

» 
ta about experiments sponsored across 
the federal government, but it has not 
received full cooperation from all 
agencies, according to the report.

For example, the departments of 
Defense and Energy have refused to 
hand over documents relating to the 
intentional releases. Officials from 
the agencies have refused to declas­
sify the documents, citing national 
security concerns, Faden said. _

Central Intelligence Agency officials 
have said the agency was not involved 
in radiation tests and have refused to 
give any files to the panel. But the pan­
el has found that CIA officials were at 
least involved in discussions about the 
tests in the early 1950s.

The agencies’ refusal to cooper­
ate already are causing “roadblocks” 
for the committee, Faden said.
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Secrecy Deters Panel's Study of Radiation Tests

WASHINGTON (AP) Members of a presidential panel combing 
through thousands of documents on radiation experiments say their 
work is hampered by the fact that the government refuses to 
declassify many files.

Dr. Ruth Faden, head of President Clinton's Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments, said Friday that defense officials 
were erecting "significant roadblocks" because of the classified 
files on radiation releases at weapons facilities during the Cold 
War years.

She noted that many files related to human radiation experiments 
have been declassified and the committee has had access to 
thousands of previously declassified documents. But major gaps 
remain because of files that have been destroyed, cannot be found 
or remain classified.

In an interim report, the advisory committee said there may have 
been more than 1,000 experiments involving human subjects as well 
as hundreds of other instances in which radiation was intentionally 
released as part of the government's nuclear weapons program.

Some of the experiments involved numerous subjects.
In many of the cases only fragmentary information has been found 

or made available, Faden, a professor of bio-ethics at Johns 
Hopkins University, said at a news conference. "In a lot of cases, 
we may never have the kind of detailed information for drawing 
moral evaluations," she said.

The committee said its review has found hundreds of intentional 
releases of radiation many more than previously suspected as 
part of the country's nuclear programs between the 1940s and 1975.

Daniel Guttman, the panel's executive director, said some of the 
intentional releases involved tests on nuclear rockets, high 
explosives, nuclear aircraft technology and nuclear reactors at 
which accident scenarios were simulated at the Department of 
Energy's Idaho National Engineering Laboratory.

While the panel was advised previously of only 13 intentional 
releases of ionizing radiation into the environment ''the committee 
is now aware of hundreds of additional intentional releases," the 
interim report said.

The radiation releases occurred over many years at several 
weapons facilities. Included were those at Hanford, Wash.; Los 
Alamos, N.M.; the Pantex plant in Amarillo, Texas; Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.; plants near Portsmouth, Ohio, and Paducah, Ky.; the DOE 
weapons laboratory in Idaho and the Nevada nuclear test site, 
Guttman said.

The report said four releases had been cited at Los Alamos but 
that DOE documents now show ''the number of such tests approximate 
250.'' And it said that while eight radiation warfare experiments 
were acknowledged previously, recently uncovered documents show 
"the number is at least 53."

John Gustafson, a spokesman for the Los Alamos lab, said the 
existence of 254 implosion tests conducted at the facility between
1944 and 1961 has been publicly known for years, although the 
results of the tests remain secret.

Faden, the committee chairwoman, said that of the 400 biomedical 
experiments involving human subjects documented so far, it is clear 
some may have had therapeutic goals while others were aimed simply 
at learning more about radiation's effects on the body. In many 



cases, it remains unclear whether the subjects had been given 
proper consent in many of the experiments, she said.

But Faden said it is clear from documents uncovered so far that 
even in the 1940s and early '50s there was active debate "at the 
highest reaches of government'' about human radiation experiments 
and that while there were policies in place, "in some instances 
these policies were not followed."
APNP-10-22-94 0844EDT
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By PHILIP J. HILTS 
Special to The Ney York Timet

WASHINGTON, Oct. 21 - The 
President’s Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments said 
today that the number of radiation 
experiments conducted by the Gov­
ernment and the military from 1944 
td 1974 was likely to be "in the thou­
sands,” many times more than pre­
viously believed.

The committee issued an interim 
. report halfway through its projected 
one-year term. The panel was 
charged by President Clinton with 
searching out information on human 
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tion of radioactive plutonium into 
people’s bodies, marching troops exerClSCS,

eriments
. committee. Dr. Faden said the num- The committee has accumulated 
ber would probably rise to the thou- about 250,000 papers, filling more 
sands before the committee was fin- than 180 cubic feet. Members of its 
ished with its work. staff estimate that more than 1,000

But Dr. Faden said the Defense cubic feet of documents on human 
Department had refused to declassl- radiation experiments are scattered 
fy all the material on experiments across agencies of the Government, 
involving the deliberate release of The committee hopes to get a repre- 
radiation, saying they were still mat- sentatlve sample.

A —------------- *--- Now that documents are steadily
In general, the agencies have coming in, Dr. Faden said, the com-

Panel Says U.S. May Have Done Thousands of Human Radiation Expe
 Bv PHILIP J. HILTS ‘ ?-------- ------1

tee, 1
example of what the committee had es in dozens of experiments, 
found, the number of experiments in 1

■ onto ground zero after a nuclear 
1 explosion and releasing radioactive

substances into the air to track their
progress or its effects.

The chairwoman of the commit- committee began its work, now ap-' ”i  
Dr. Ruth Faden, said that as an peared to be several hundred releas- been very cooperative,” she said, mittee will begin the second phase of

. . ... j-------  . . _“but we must now work out how to( its work: evaluating the ethics of the
More than 400 experiments, some: deal with the question of keeping experiments and how they compare

which radiation was deliberately re- .involving multiple instances of using some of these documents classified, with current practices. The final re­
leased into the environment, be- radiation in human experimentation, We would like to make everything. port is due next summer.

States, determining their ethical va-
lidity and suggesting whether the OlOWiy prying OUl 
victims should be compensated.

The experiments included injec- the tTUtn OT COla-War ......
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Panel Finds More Human Experiments, Radiation

WASHINGTON (AP) Intentional radiation releases and human 
experimentation appear to have been frequent and widespread in the 
government's Cold War nuclear programs, a presidential panel said 
Friday.

In an interim report, the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments said it had documented at least 400 cases of human 
medical experiments involving radiation and had "fragmentary 
indications" of 1,000 more.

It also said it found that hundreds of intentional releases of 
radiation many more than previously suspected had occurred as 
part of the country's nuclear programs between the 1940s and 1975. 
It was not clear from the data provided how many of those releases 
involved exposure of the general public or what levels of exposure 
were involved.

But Dr. Ruth Faden, the committee's chairwoman, said detailed 
information about many of the cases may never be known because of 
scant or missing documents. She also complained of "significant 
roadblocks" still being erected by government officials who are 
refusing to declassify information about many of the radiation 
releases involving nuclear weapons programs.

"In a lot of cases we may never have the kind of detailed 
information for drawing moral evaluations," said Faden, a 
professor of bio-ethics at Johns Hopkins University.

The advisory committee, charged by President Clinton last 
December to examine the extent of human radiation testing during 
the Cold War, will issue its final findings in six months, 
including recommendations on whether the government should 
compensate victims of improper or unethical actions.

Fader said that of the 400 biomedical experiments involving 
human subjects documented so far, it is clear some may have had 
therapeutic goals while others were aimed simply at learning more 
about radiation's effects on the body something that was largely 
a mystery early in the nuclear age.

In many cases it remains unclear whether the subjects had been 
given proper consent in many of the experiments, she said.

But Faden said it is clear from documents uncovered so far that 
even in the 1940s and early '50s there was active debate "at the 
highest reaches of government" about whether humans should be used 
to learn more about radiation.

There were clear policies in place to safeguard subjects "but 
in some instances these policies were not followed," Faden said at 
a news conference.

She and Daniel Guttman, the panel's executive director, said 
while there are gaps in the information about medical experiments, 
even less information has been made available about the intentional 
releases of radiation, largely stemming from the governments 
nuclear weapons programs.

A General Accounting Office report last year cited only 13 such 
releases, but the advisory panel has learned of at least several 
hundred such cases and there likely are even more, said Guttman. He 
said the Defense Department continues to argue that details about 
the releases should remain classified for national security.

The radiation releases largely were related to weapons 
production and testing at weapons plants around the country 
including at Hanford, Wash.; Los Alamos, N.M.; the Pantex facility 



in Texas; Oak Ridge, Tenn.; plants near Portsmouth, Ohio, and 
Paducah, Ky.; at the DOE weapons laboratory in Idaho; and at the 
Nevada nuclear test site, Guttman said.

The advisory committee said that previously only four 
intentional radiation releases had been acknowledged at the Los 
Alamos facility, where implosion tests involving radioactive 
materials were conducted for many years. Now DOE documents show 
"the number of such tests approximate 250," said the report. It 
said there were eight radiation warfare experiments previously 
acknowledged, although ''the number is at least 53" according to 
recently uncovered documents.

Some of the intentional releases involved tests on nuclear 
rockets, high explosives, nuclear aircraft technology, and nuclear 
reactors at which accident scenarios were simulated at the DOE's 
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, said the report.
APNP-10-21-94 1653EDT
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Advisory Committee Releases Interim Report

Highlights of the interim report:

Printed with soy ink on recycled paper

Rewriting the history of Federal ethics policy and practice: The Committee has 
discovered a mid-century debate, often held in secret and involving the highest levels of 
government agencies, about the need for human experimentation involving radiation, and about 
the policies to govern the experiments.

Relevance to today’s experimentation. The government's debate over ethical policies 
and practices has major implications for today's world of science and medicine Among these 
issues are the relation between policies and practice in the conduct of experimentation, the 
boundaries of what is experimental and what is standard medical practice, and whether events of 
40 or 50 years ago could be replicated today by government agencies, in secret or otherwise.

Openness: In response to the President's request that the Federal Government open a 
substantial portion of its Cold War files, the Committee and agency search teams have retrieved 
important and, in some cases, previously secret records collections that will provide a new basis 
for understanding our past and present. In doing so, the Committee is producing a road map that 
should serve as a guide for the public in years to come.

Piecing together experiments. The Committee's experiment database currently contains 
hundreds of pre-1975 biomedical experiments, and the Committee possesses at least fragmentary 
indications of over a thousand more experiments. In addition to the 13 intentional releases of 
radioactive materials identified in the Committee's Charter, the Committee is now aware of 
hundreds of additional intentional releases.

Challenges: Search efforts are necessarily time consuming and uncertain; data on many 
experiments will likely remain fragmentary; it appears that many important collections have been 
lost or destroyed; a great number of relevant collections contain classified data; and the 
declassification process may be a substantial bottleneck.

The Presidentially appointed Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 
released today its interim report on the ethical and scientific criteria applicable to human radiation 
experiments carried out or sponsored by the United States Government.

Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments 
1726 M Street, N.W., Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20036

Contact: Stephen Klaidman
202/254-3034
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BODY:
After six months of work, members of a federal advisory panel charged with 

investigating the recently exposed series of government radiation experiments 
said Friday the enormous extent of the experiments is coming into focus. While 
the exact number of the radiation experiments remains unknown, the Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation Experiments' interim report released at a news 
conference describes a twisted trail that leads through six federal agencies, 
millions of cubic feet of records and numerous personal accounts from test 
subjects. Thus far, the committee has amassed information on 400 biomedical 
tests — with leads on 1,000 more -- and hundreds of intentional releases of 
radiation before 1975 intended to study the effect of radiation exposure on 
humans. However, committee chair Dr. Ruth Faden is quick to point out that it 
is not yet clear which of these were done in an unethical way and which may have 
been legitimate experiments with fully informed consent. "The number will 
probably be in the thousands by the time we finish," Faden said. "But we 
still can't characterize what proportion of these experiments might raise 
ethical concerns." The committee, with a budget of $4.5 million, plans to 
finish the work ip six months While most agencies have been responsive to the 
panel's request for information, the work in some areas has been made difficult 
by records still considered as classified information, Faden said. The 
committee includes experts in bioethics, radiation oncology and biology, history 
of science and medicine, epidemiology, nuclear medicine and law as well as a 
citizen representative
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The following scientific, medical, and policy experts are available for background 
information on the human radiation experimentation program, comment on the Advisory 
Committee’s report, the Committee’s progress to date, and on the future challenges 

facing the investigation.

David Rush, M.D. - Co-author of Dead Reckoning, published by PSR in May 1992. 
Member of PSR’s Physicians Task Force on the Health Risks of Nuclear Weapons 
Production. Head of the Epidemiology Program, Human Nutrition Research Center on 
Aging, Tufts University, (w) 617/556-3320, (h) 617/547-8467, Friday 508/349-3544

H. Jack Geiger, M.D. - Member of the HHS National Advisory Committee for 
Energy-Related Epidemiologic Research. Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of 
the Three Mile Island Public Health Fund. Co-chair of PSR’s Physicians Task Force on 
the Health Risks of Nuclear Weapons Production; co-author of Dead Reckoning: 
A Critical Review of the Department of Energy’s Epidemiologic Research, published by 
PSR in May 1992. Logan Professor of Community Medicine at the City University of 
New York Medical School, (w) 212/650-6860, (h) 718/855-5503.

Christine Cassel, M.D. - Chief of Internal Medicine at the University of Chicago’s 
Pritzker School of Medicine and a specialist in medical ethics, geriatrics, and health care 
policy. Dr. Cassel testified before the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee on the 
ethical implications of the radiation experiments and co-authored an article, 
"U.S. Government Radiation Research on Humans: 1945-1975," which appeared in the 
March issue of Medicine and Global Survival, (w) 312/702-3045

The federally-appointed Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments will 
release the "interim" report on their investigation at 1:00 p.m. on October 21 in the 
State Room of the Mayflower Hotel, Washington, DC.

CONTACT: Holly Richardson or Daryl Kimball 
(202) 898-0150

MEDIA ADVISORY
Experts Available for Comment on Government-Sponsored 

Human Radiation Experimentation Program

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY® 
HOI Fourteenth Street Northwest Suite 700 Washington DC 20005

telephone (202) 898-0150 facsimile (202) 898 -0172

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
October 20, 1994, 4:15 p.m.
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Richard Belsey, M.D. - Professor of Clinical Pathology, Oregon Health Sciences University, 
Portland; Member of the Oregon DOE Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Hanford, the Oregon 
Hanford Advisory Committee to the Oregon Hanford Waste Board, and advisor to the Hanford 
Health Information Network, (w) 503/293-0225

Copies of the article, "U.S. Government Radiation Research on Humans: 1945-1975," PSR’s report 
on DOE's program of health research on nuclear weapons workers, Dead Reckoning, and 
PSR’s quarterly Health Research Bulletin are also available by contacting PSR at 202/898-0150.

Physicians for Social Responsibility is a national organization of over 20,000 health professionals 
and supporters working to eliminate nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, address the 
adverse health consequences of environmental degradation, and reduce violence and its causes. 
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men involved in thost 
tied before the panel

Torres, then a 23-y
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The secret ‘Atomic Medicine 
Division" of the Veterans Adminis­
tration may have been involved in
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sonrteJ. were volunteered by their 
parents for inclusion in experi­
ments that were neither defined 
nor concluded.

-I just want to get some an­
swers. and that's why Tm here to­
day,” Darcy Thrall told the panel 
at the San Francisco Press Club 
yesterday. "I want to know what's 
been done to me and what I can 
expect to happen ... whether I 
have five yean or 35 years (to 
livet”

Ry Kenneth J. Garcia 

ChmUcie StqffWrtter

Israel Torres knelt in a trench 
one mile from ground zero during 
a 1957 atomic bomb test in Nevada. 
Richard Harley crouched on the 
deck of an escort carrier 30 miles 
from a 1953 thermonuclear test at
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volvement in experiments. In
rwwri hxxma kiLT JZTT* cases ^ere is no Written re-

J*J*6 wd.rf ti»e tests: others are still 

Radiation Experim^’the fM^

The panel includes radiation exposing U.S. service personnel to 
experts, public health specialists, radiation during post-World War 
an epidemiologist, a historian and H atomic-bomb tests and assessing -
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underscored the daunting task the i w day she does not know the

whether it was responsihle for the periments and have found records
numerous health problems she has from several military committees
suffered, including hypothyroid- that discussed the need for radia- P^110^ sergeant, t 

to lead a hartalinn into
Yucca Flats, Nev., in 1 
they were told to knee!

Stories Tumble Out

Federal panel brings inquiry to S.F.
ILS. sites around the world.

The panel was appointed by
President Clinton to determine the 
government’s responsibility for 
harm to human subjects as a result 
of experiments with radiation. Its ' 
first meeting oatside Washington

committee faces in piecing togeth- 
.  er the scattered and perhaps must

fed radioactive iron beginning in secreilve segments of the Ataide

. Althoaghmanyoftheviehns

the Enfwetok atoll Emma jCraft 
wa one of 829 pregnant women

1945 at a Tennessee hospital

yesterday, are part of the official

Premiait’s Committee on Human classified by the’federal gover^ 

■ feder' meat tOT nationaJ security reasons. 
k i detefled inquiry Incredibly, it appears that tn some 
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" said panel chairwom* < 
an Dr. Ruth Faden, a bioethiejst at ments, 18 patients were injemed the wimfneariy'sucke

are very keen to hear from every- path through the human body, 
one who thinks they have some- The patients were the subject of a

Thrall’s father worked at the
Hanford weapons plant in south­
eastern Washington state, the
cotmtry’s main plutonium produc­
tion site. She told the panel she
was pulled out of her second-grade 

class in Bichiand, told to drink
some liquids and then monitored Darcy Thrall read to a government panel from the dog h 
penodkally by doctors for the was given as a 7-year-old participant in a radiation exp 
next six years. She wore govern­
ment-issue dog tags for years, but a lawyer. Members have searched the effects. Yesterday, 

— i.-------throa^il hmuirais thousands of ..........................
reason for the experiment or documents related to human ex-

numCTOus health problems she has from several military committees

ism and chronic fatigue syndrome, tion data — and secrecy — fopgiTt.
Panel rnembers believe that as ning in the late 1940s.

l”e° la ms. two yean after ■he detioa-uoa of a wet 
conducted on U.S. atizens.  Atomic Energy Commission estab- named “Hood." He salt

“At our core, we are an ethics lished a medical division to consid- the shock wave from ti 
er human and animal expen- the trench began to c

Johns Hopkins University. “We with plutonium to help track its mto the open desert, 
are very keen to hear from every- path through the human body, 
one who thinks they have some- The patients were the subject of a ‘The light was so h 
thing to help us with our charge, series of stories published by the to cover my eyes with 
including the ethics of the work Albuquerque Tribune last year and I immediately j 
being conducted, whether any that ultimately led Clin ton to es- from the heat,” said ? 
government agencies were respon- tablish the committee. lives in a small central
able, and to come up with reme- in California. “Then thi
dies and recommendations to ad- equipment started si
■tothbpwbtan.”

en to a hospital" for a 
lengthy and painful tc
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bright I had 
th my hands, 
got blisters
Torres, who 

al coast town 
he trucks and 
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van and tak- 
a number of
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Torres said. “All I ask is for justice 
for any of the people who died due 
to this stupidity.”

Harley, who was aboard a US, 
naval ship assigned to the Marshall 
Islands, said he was part of a group 
of men told to squat on deck dur­
ing one of the 08 known nuclear 
tests conducted near the Marshall 
Islands from 1947 to 1958.

 “We were told that any person­
nel who were to be witnesses 
should bend down with their 
backs to ground zero and to re­
main in that position,” he said. 
“The brightness from theblast was 
so great that 1 could actually see 
the shadow of my bone through 
my arm."

/The very existence of the atom- 
icmedicine anil had been kept se­
cret because of Veterans Adminis­
tration concerns about disability 
claims. Numerous victhns, and 
spouses of the victims, have said 
that their claims have continued to 
be rejected by the government

Crafts story, as relayed by her 
-year-old Ma- lawyer, Don Arbitlit of San Fran- 
, was ordered
jo a trench at 
. 1967, where hilt Hospital in Tennessee and the 
el during the federal government She was one
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of cancer.
“Her daughter suffered a slow, 

painful, gruesome death, and Em­
ma always believed it was due to 
an act of God,” Arhitiit said. “It 
wasn’t until much after that she 
believed that this tragedy was due 
to intervention by humankind.’’

dioactive iron during a two-year 
the blast hit study.
collapse and ft was only in the I9S9 pubiica- 
:ed them out non of a follow-up study in an ob­

scure medical journal that Craft 
discovered she was one of those in­
cluded in the study. The story de­
tailed the death of her 11-year-old 
daughter, who died of a rare form

eapon, nick- °f 829 pregnant woman given ra­
id that when dioactive iron during a two-year


