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NUGLEAR ISSUES

Radiation victims seek relief

hearing from the individual ¥Fred Allingham of Weavcrville,

By Blll Stravh
GINGINNAT) POST

"WASHINGTON - Vietims of
federally eponsored radiation
exporiments. stung by & Whita
Houge report they conwidar
wogak, are preasing faderal
agoncies to provide stronger
relief _
...Specifically, the victims want
the federal government to pick
up their medical expenses, an
i9sue that was 2ot mentioned
in, a raport iaguad by the
Advisory Committee on Human
Radiation Experimonta laat

and perbaps consider erimi
éanctions againsat,those who
would ués humans ns guinea pigs
in_further radiation gtudies.

: _“Generally, what I've been

organiiations is they’re not
happy,” Baid ar Brown, an
artorney representing radiation
victims. “Thuy feel the victims
are being averlooked and they're

wot happy with the record. It

didn't go far enough and there’s
growing eoncern that there’s not
a redl commitment on the part
of the administration to rusolve
these issmoes.”

FPoderal ageucies have, how-
ever, bogun the process of listen-

ing to victims and their repre- -

sentatives. A two-day workshop
that ended Tusesday drew sug-

gastions from' victims oR how-

to imploment the recommeonda.-
tions offered by the White House
advioery committea.

The problem, -according to

e s e

Calif, an official with the Na-

. tional Association of Radiation

Survivors, (8 that many affactod
hy the Cold War-eva axpariments
feal the measures don'’s go far

m‘&.' ik
“We're in the position of
them nsking Do to hdg mako
the jmplementationr of plana we
don’t agree with,” Allinghem
gaid. “ us. we waren't
gllowed to take psrt in the
decizion-making process. So
the recommendationa shouldn't
come out printed in cement.”
The advisory eommwmittee, s
g'nnd of experts led by Dr. Ruth
aden, a medical ethicist at
Johna Hopkins Unlversity, teiled
for more than 18 months to
provide adviao to governmental

officiala 03 scientifi¢ and ethi
159ues related to biomedi

eriments involving ioniz
radiation.

The federal governme
belped fund many of the

eats during the natlo
nuacleay buildup. Presids
Clinton formed the panel on t
advics of Energy Secrotary Hai
O'Leary with an eya Cowa
sddroasing the victims,

From the start, vietin
complainad that they we:
unropreaantod on the advism
colnn?ittae. Andw;be w:;
bitterly i whan
fina! dimhd the numb:
of individuals who could receiv
compensation from the fuder:
government for being used: ¥
the experimsnts.



Date: 12/06/95 Time: 22:27
RLawsuit: Radioactive Experiments On Retarded Kids To Benefit Company

(Boston) -- A 60 (M) million dollar lawsuit claims 15 children
were fed radioactive cereal in a product test for Quaker Oats.

The suit was filed on behalf of the children who lived at a
Massachusetts state home for the retarded in the 1940’s and 50’s.
It names Quaker Oats, several doctors and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

A lawyer claims much of the research was done to gauge the
benefits of Quaker Oats compared to Cream of Wheat.

According to the lawsuit, the children were told they were part
of a science club to trick them into participating. The suit says
some were exposed to more radiation than federal limits allow,
though there have been no ill effects.

The president of M-I-T and President Clinton have apologized for
the way the experiments were done.

APNP-12-06-95 2225EST
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of government-funded or executed research that
touk place from 1944 to 1974.

By all acmunts. the combined cfforts of stafl
on the taak farce and at the Department of Eners
gy have produced 2n fmpressive 2ccaunting,.rang-
ing from the relatively benign use of frace
amounts of raation to the deliberate poisoning of
people to simulate how ban.es would respond to
muelear war.

Defem of the experiments argae that att-
tudes abaut rudiation were diferent then. than to- -
day - people willingly had their fest X-rayed to

that most of the reseiqch had-legitinate goals —
for v u-sumcz, resemrch on dldren ar the Fernald
‘Schpol was zimed at becer: understanding bumen
gotrition.

But the Advisary Committee Ends that nelf’her
the differing star:da.rds of the Gmes nor the often-

‘By not reaching out to
the vietims, it
perpetuates the eriginal
' cover—np It reeks of, at
best, paternalism.’

DAN BURNSTEIN
Presidend of Ui Conter
for Aurmir Radigtion Studies
EE R T
tandable gals of the researckers excuse the ex-
ploization of people. The panel said researchers’
should be beld to the same standard as Naz das-
tors tried as war criminals: patents shouldat de
subjected to potentially harmful procedures v-mh—
out their consent
The task forve was harshest in udging three
resenrch projects: the phitontim experiments, an
experiment where 3 person was injected with Z~
coniwrn. 2nd another where people had their en-
tire bodies irradisted. Not ouly were peopla in-
jured, the panel found, but the govermment con-
‘cealed the natare of the work from the v.'ictilns‘
“Becatse of the offensiveress of the grmam-

ments.;:hons,_pstmc_mdzx wanants 2 remedy of
ficandal eompensatian,” according to the mnefs

et DUE . = .22+ CABINET AFFAIRS
Sep A) '53 D.uz K‘/ Ui

But the other expenmants. invalving tens of
&auaandsoftmtsnb;eﬁgfallmbamyaarea
for the task force. '

For mata.nca&xeuskﬁx_mﬁnastheuseof
iosltutionalized children in experimentz at the
Fernald Schnol “marally Guubling” largely be-
cuse the .children were lared into taking. part

~with promises of gifts or axzsinnal trips to 2 Red

* Sox game Even when children refused to partici-
pate, the panel concludes “the investigators seem
to have been nm'ﬂlmgtn rspes: ‘the child’s deci-

- don”
see if new shees fit, for example: They also shess

But. having determnead that the Fernald ciil-
drea were “unfanly burdened™ by the rexearchers
from Harvard University and the Massachuelts
Instinute of Technology, the draft zeport mskes no

-recommmdanon_on what should be done far the
r‘.’.m. L s s -

Inforemtien hdm

Them!ahosaaiztlackadthemfmznon tn'
make a judgment on other highly pablicized- radi-
ation experiments including the high radiaiion ex-
posures at the University of Clnannsti research
on pregnant women at Vanderbilt University; tes-
ticelar irradiafion of priscners in Oregon, and ura-
niwan u-uect:mns into the terminalty @ at MGH.

. If somenne proves that people were harmed 23

a reault of those research projects, the panel con-

clades. “the government ghould izke sieps to en-
sure that the remedies of apology and fiaancisl
campensation are awarded.”

The task force hag fewer rsenanone about
the vast majarity of experiments; finding that test
subjects generally don't need ta be notified that
they were used in experients if they don't al-
ready know.

The draf? repart. m:nmands notfying only

thase test suhjects who face mare then 2 112 1,000

mancer viek as a result and who could becefit
madically from knowing about the research. The
panel predicts that few, if any, test subjecs wnuld
qualify far notiication

Dr. David Egilumn of Bruiutree, medica) ad-
viser to the Nationel Committee for' Radiation
V'mgsadtherepmt‘smhﬁsmﬂecmtbe
fscx thar the t sk force included representarives af
the very institutions, such as Rarvard. that car-
ried out the research. :

~This {s the: ;z:r{axt repart, In. £ :omrmwon
appointed by Clinton. It's wishy-washy. It ties to

_plase everybody. so it p!mes nobody,” seid ng.~
TRANR.

_draft report.

S T R S - =t —t

dooa

7
~ S~

LS
e















THE BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE e SEPTEMBER 24,1996

Payment in 3 radiation tests advised

Broader penalties opposed
by US advisory committee

B RADIATION
Continued from Page 1

achusetts General Hospital over radiation experi-
ments on the terminally ill.

The task force, chaired by Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity bioethicist Ruth Faden, concluded that
there are too many unknowns for the group to
make final judgments in the vast majority of ex-
periments conducted on tens of thousands of
Americans. Instead, the panel set up ethical
guidelines for others to apply to individual cases.

The task force also identifies some seemingly
abusive research where test subjects would be
“candidates” for an apology and compensation
once key facts. such as whether the radiation ex-
posure hurt people, are known.

But the task force seems to oppose the kind of
notification and medical follow-up necessary to
find out those key facts, say advocates.

Recommends against notification

The report suggests that people who still do
not know they were used in radiation experi-
ments, in general, should not be notified. Accord-
ing to the draft, even those who face an increased
risk of brain cancer from having radioactive ra-
dium inser'ted in their noses as children should not
be told what was done to them, on the grounds
that there is no early detection method for brain
cancer anyway.

“By not reaching out to the victims, it perpet-
uates the original cover-up. It reeks of, at best,
paternalism,” said Dan Burnstein of Brookline,
president of the Center for Atomic Radiation
Studies that revealed the radiation research on
children at the Fernald School in Waltham.

The hostile reaction could put Clinton in the
line of fire when he receives the report at a public
event scheduled for Oct. 3. Clinton had hoped to
use the 932-page document to dramatize his ad-
ministration’s commitment to revealing govern-
ment-backed radiation experiments and doing jus-
tice to people hurt by them.

A spokesman for the task force declined com-
ment on the upcoming report, saying the group
preferred to wait for the official release date.

The report, the fruit of more than a year of
poring through archives and listening to testimo-
ny, lays out a framework for judging vast amounts

of government-funded or executed research that
took place from 1944 to 1974.

By. all accounts, the combined efforts of staff
on the task force and at the Department of Ener-
gy have produced an impressive accounting, rang-
ing from the relatively benign use of trace
amounts of radiation to the deliberate poisoning of
people to simulate how bodies would respond to
nuclear war.

Defenders of the experiments argue that atti-
tudes about radiation were different then than to-
day - people willingly had their feet X-rayed to
see if new shoes fit, for example. They also stress
that most of the research had legitimate goals -
for instance, research on children at the Fernald
School was aimed at better understanding human
nutrition.

But the Advisory Committee finds that neither
the differing standards of the times nor the often-

‘By not reaching out to
the victims, it
perpetuates the original
cover-up. It reeks of, at
best, paternalism.’

DAN BURNSTEIN
President of the Center
Jor Atomic Radiation Studies

laudable goals of the researchers excuse the ex-
ploitation of people. The panel said researchers
should be held to the same standard as Nazi doc-
tors tried as war criminals: patients shouldn't be
subjected to potentially harmful procedures with-
out their consent.

The task force was harshest in judging three
research projects: the plutonium experiments, an
experiment where a person was injected with zir-
conium, and another where people had their en-
tire bodies irradiated. Not only were people in-
Jjured, the panel found, but the government con-
cealed the nature of the work from the victims.

“Because of the offensiveness of the govern-
ment’s actions, justice today warrants a remedy of
financial compensation,” according to the panel’s
draft report.

PREC.VATION

But the other experiments, involving tens of
thousands of test subjects, fall into a grayer area
for the task force.

For instance, the task force finds the use of
institutionalized children in experiments at the
Fernald School “morally troubling” largely be-
cause the children were lured into taking part
with promises of gifts or occasional trips to a Red
Sox game. Even when children refused to partici-
pate, the panel concludes “the investigators seem
to have been unwilling to respect the child’s deci-
sion.”

But, having determined that the Fernald chil-
dren were “unfairly burdened” by the researchers
from Harvard University and the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, the draft réport makes no
recommendation on what should be done for the
victims.

Information lacking

The panel also said it lacked the information to
make a judgment on other highly publicized radi-
ation experiments including the high radiation ex-
posures at the University of Cincinnati, research
on pregnant women at Vanderbilt University, tes-
ticular irradiation of prisoners in Oregon, and ura-
nium injections into the terminally ill at MGH.

[f someone proves that people were harmed as
aresult of those research projects, the panel con-
cludes, “the government should take steps to en-
swre that the remedies of apology and financial
compensation are awarded.”

The task force had fewer reservations about
the vast majority of experiments, finding that test
subjects generally don’t need to be notified that
they were used in experiments if they don't al-
ready know.

The draft report recommends notifying only
those test subjects who face more thana 1in 1,000
cancer risk as a result and who could benefit
medically from knowing about the research. The
panel predicts that few, if any, test subjects would
qualify for notification.

Dr. David Egilman of Braintree, medical ad-
viser to the National Committee for Radiation
Victims, said the report’'s weakness reflects the
fact that the t sk force included representatives of
the very institutions, such as Harvard, that car-
ried out the research.

“This is the perfect report for a commission
appointed by Clinton. It's wishy-washy. It tries to
please everybody, so it pleases nobody,” said Egil-
man. ! -




























































































































































