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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 22. 1998\

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:

FROM:

-TTlci. C f----- -

SUBJECT: Request For Conflict-Of-Interest Waiver

We recommend that you grant the waiver based upon a determination that the effect on 
RPFs financial interests of any actions Ms. Jackson might take under this waiver would not be so 
substantial as to be deemed to likely to affect the integrity of the services the Government can 
expect from her. The General Counsel and Designated Agency Ethics Official at the NRC 
concurs in this recommendation, and the Office of Government Ethics has approved the request.

JOHN PODEST
CHIEF OF STA1

We have received a request for a conflict-of-interest waiver from Shirley Ann Jackson, 
Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. As you know, the conflict-of-interest 
statute prohibits federal employees from participating personally and substantially in a particular 
matter that will have a direct and predictable effect on, among other things, the financial interests 
of the future employer. 18 U.S.C. 208(a). You have the authority to grant a waiver of this 
provision if you determine that the interest to be affected is not so substantial as to affect the 
integrity of the employee’s services.

Ms. Jackson has agreed to accept the Presidency of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI), effective July 1, 1999. RPI holds a license from NRC and is a contractor with that agency. 
Ms. Jackson seeks a waiver that would allow her to work on rulemaking and other policy matters 
that affect NRC licensees and grantees, such as RPI, but would not permit her to work on 
particular matters involving specific parties, such as licensing or contract matters, affecting RPI 
specifically or uniquely. Without such a waiver. Ms. Jackson would be unable to participate in 
general policy matters affecting RPI.
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CHARLES F.C. RUFF
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

AMY COMSTOCK t 

ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

' -as



Waiver denied.

Need additional information.

If you approve this request, please sign the attached waiver. If you deny the request or 
need additional information, please indicate below.



Based on the information that you have provided me and the advice of counsel. I have 
determined that RPI’s financial interest in general matters that come before the NRC. such as 
rulemaking and policy matters, is not so substantial as to be deemed likely to affect your services 
as the Chairman. This determination does not extend to matters that may arise in which you find 
you have a personal financial interest, such as matters affecting your employment agreement, or 
matters involving RPI as a specific party or that would uniquely affect RPI.

In your request for this determination, you have indicated that you have agreed to serve as the 
President of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (■’RPI”). beginning July 1. 1999. RPI currently has 
a criticality reactor licensed by the NRC and a contract with the NRC for development of 
mechanistic modeling capabilities for computer simulations of reactor components and systems. 
Accordingly, the NRC has matters before it that could have a direct and predictable effect on 
RPI's financial interests. Thus, section 208(a) would prohibit you from acting on any matter that 
would have a direct and predictable effect on RPTs financial interests as well as any matter that 
would directly and predictably affect your personal financial interests, particularly any affecting 
your employment agreement.

You have also indicated to me that, prior to your leaving the Commission, you may be called 
upon to act on a variety of general matters that could affect RPI. General matters would include 
rulemaking and policy issues, but do not include licensing matters, contractual actions, 
inspections, or any other specific party matter. You are not aware of any circumstances in which 
your employment agreement with RPI could be affected by these general matters. You have also 
indicated that it is extremely unlikely that any Commission action on a general matter would 
have a significant financial impact on RPI.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 208(a). you are prohibited from participating personally and substantially 
in a particular matter in which, to your knowledge, you or an organization with which you have 
an arrangement concerning future employment has a financial interest. Subsection (b)( 1) of that 
section provides that the person responsible for your appointment may waive that restriction 
upon a determination that the financial interest in the matter is not so substantial as to be deemed 
likely to affect the services you would provide the Government in that matter.

CONTIJCT OF INTEREST WAIVER FOR SHIRLEY ANN JACKSON, CHAIR. U.S 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

* t

William J. Clinton



January 5, 1999

RE: Request for Presidential Waiver

Dear Ms. Comstock:

Sincerely,

t

Amy Comstock, Esq.
Associate Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

This is to request that the President issue a waiver under 18 U.S.C. 208(b)(1) to allow me to 
participate in general matters that could affect Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI). Under 18 
U.S.C. 208(a), I cannot participate in any particular matter directly and predictably affecting 
RPI, which has a license and contract from the NRC, because I have agreed to become the 
president of RPI after my term as Chairman expires on June 30, 1999. To my knowledge, I 
have not participated in any particular matter, including general matters, affecting RPI since I 
began discussions with RPI about possibly serving as its president.

My responsibilities as Chairman include reviewing, recommending, and acting on a myriad of 
general matters, such as rules or policy statements, that affect a substantial number of entities, 
such as RPI. Requiring me to recuse myself from involvement in such general matters would 
be very detrimental to my ability to serve effectively as the head of the agency for the next six 
months.

***«•

CHAIRMAN

The waiver that I request from the President would be limited to general matters that would not 
uniquely affect RPI. It would not extend to the current RPI license or contract or any other 
particular matter specifically involving RPI. It is extremely unlikely that any Commission action 
on such general matters would have a disproportionate financial impact on RPI. Should such a 
situation arise, I would not participate in that general matter.

I would appreciate your assistance in the issuance of this waiver. Please call John Szabo in our 
Office of the General Counsel at (301) 415-1610 if you have any questions or wish to discuss 
this in more detail.

Shirley Ann Jackson

•x •
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Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, p.a.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

January 22, 1999

Washington, D.C.

President:Dear Mr.

/Vo

your priorities.

----- J

Sincerely,

William F. Winter

299979.1/00000 00000
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Pamela Prather 
Keith R. Raulston 

W. Whitaker Rayner 
Adrian O. Russell 
Thomas B. Shepherd III 
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John Hampton Stennis 
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Robert H. Weaver 
Cory Todd Wilson 
William F. Winter
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Post Office Box 427 

Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0427

WFW:pd
Enclosure

I take the liberty of enclosing a piece that Mike Wenger and I 
have written arguing for the creation of a Council for One America.
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The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

20500-2000

I continue to be grateful for your leadership and your 
friendship.

'bo

Writer’s Dired No. 
(601) 949-4800

wwinter@wlslaw.com

I 
believe some kind of structure like this would be able to produce some 
very visible and affirmative results.

Your State of the Union address was 
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nothing but strong support for you after 
from the crowd that you never have had no
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I also want to thank you for including the Initiative on Race in
I still believe that that is an area that needs 

continuing strong emphasis, and despite some of the cynics, I think 
that the recommendations of our Advisory Board are right on the money.
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I take the liberty of enclosing a piece that Mike Wenger and I 
have written arguing for the creation of a Council for One America. I 
believe some kind of structure like this would be able to produce some 
very visible and affirmative results.



Obscured to some extent by the impeachment controversy, President

Clinton's Initiative on Race has not gained the attention which it

deserves. It has, nevertheless, laid the necessary groundwork for the

continuing vital task of racial reconciliation that confronts us in

this country.

In the next few weeks, in a milestone event of the Initiative,

the President is expected to report to the nation on the state of race

relations. This report will illuminate the need for racial healing.

and it will lay out a roadmap for arriving at One America in the 21st

This roadmap will chart a course for each sector of ourcentury.

society—business, labor, education, religion, public officials—as we

seek to live and function in the world's first truly multi-racial

democracy.

By adopting the cornerstone recommendation of the Advisory Board

to the President's Initiative on Race—the creation of a President's

Council for One America—the President can focus our attention on this

roadmap and build on the interest which this initial effort has

already generated.

The road to racial reconciliation is fraught with uncertainty.

Without the visible commitment and forceful, determined leadership of

the President, our different experiences and perspectives will

continue to divide us along racial lines as we try to negotiate the

inevitable twists and turns in the road. The result will be dashed

expectations and, instead of One America there will be many Americas

suspicious of and separated from each other.

295634.1/00000.00000

A PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL FOR ONE AMERICA 
by William F. Winter and Michael R. Wenger



A President's Council, with prominent, non-governmental members

appointed by the President and a small staff lodged in the White

House, can be a national vehicle for inspiring us when we falter and 

guiding us when we confront difficult choices and potential conflict.

Much like the President's Council on Physical Fitness or the Council 

on Environmental Quality, the President's Council for One America can 

keep us focused on our ultimate destination, and thus, speed our 

journey to a stronger and more united America in which we respect and 

honor the differences which make each of us unique while celebrating 

the common values and aspirations which bind us together.

A primary function of the Council would be to spearhead a 

sustained and intensive public awareness campaign with three key

First, it would make the public more conscious of the commongoals.

Second, it would highlight the racial values we all share.

disparities in educational and economic opportunity and the importance

to the future health of our nation of accelerating our progress toward

elimination of these disparities. Third, it would underscore and

foster ways in which individuals and institutions can make a 

difference.

For the heart of our society—the economic, religious, 

educational, communications, civic and community institutions—the

Council would act as a catalyst in promoting racial reconciliation

activities. As Advisory Board members Rev. Suzan Johnson Cook,

Corporate Executive Bob Thomas, and AFL-CIO Executive Vice President

Linda Chavez Thompson had the credibility to energize the religious, 

corporate and labor communities respectively, so Council members would 

work with these communities and their leaders to insure that the 

2295634 1/00000,00000



motivation for racial healing infuses every institution, every

community, and every heart.

Within the public sector, especially within the Federal

Government, the Council would encourage policies and activities that 

promote racial justice and would monitor progress in implementing

those policies and activities. Its laser-like focus will insure that 

the public sector sets a shining example for the rest of us to follow 

in our journey.

Led by someone of a stature comparable to that of Dr. John Hope

Franklin, chair of our Advisory Board, the Council would have the 

credibility to engage people who otherwise might not recognize the 

significance of our racial divisions, the independence to make 

politically difficult recommendations, and the stature to resist

abolition by a future administration. The Council's single-mindedness

would help to insure that the nation is not distracted in its journey.

The Council would, of course, have its critics, as does the

Some believe we have done enough talking.Initiative. But so much of

the talk has been at each other rather than with each other. When we

talk at each other, we don't listen to each other and wind up

When we talk with each other, we come topolarized and paralyzed.

better understand each other's perspectives and find common ground and

the will to act.

Some argue that this focus on race simply stirs things up. But

unless we recognize and acknowledge the divisions in our society, we

can never heal them.

The President has challenged our nation to "lift the heavy burden

of race" from our shoulders and build One America in the 21st Century.

3295634.1/00000.00000



To answer that challenge means to understand that our future depends

on our willingness to accept people for who they are, not on the basis

of what they look like. We must recognize the reflection of our 

prejudices in our own mirror and learn to accord every other human 

being the dignity and respect that is his or her God-given right.

No existing agency has sufficient credibility, independence, and

single-mindedness to lead us on this journey. A President's Council

for One America will keep us focused on the challenge and will give 

the President—and our nation—a vehicle for insuring that we don't 

lose our way on the rocky but enormously rewarding road to racial 

reconciliation.

4295634 1/00000 00000

William Winter,, an attorney in Jackson, Mississippi, is the former 
Governor of Mississippi and was a member of the Advisory Board to the 
President's Initiative on Race. Michael Wenger, a consultant with the 
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies in Washington, D.C., 
was the Deputy Director for Outreach and Program Development for the 
President's Initiative on Race.
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I look forward to continuing our friendship 
and to supporting your vision for America.

It has been my great honor to serve you and 
the people of the United States as Ambassador to 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.

Luxembourg
January 28, 1999

The time has come for me to return home and 
resume my endeavors in the private sector. I 
therefore tender my resignation to be effective at 
your pleasure.

Sincerely,

I leave Luxembourg confident that the ties 
that bind our two nations are as strong as they 
have ever been. The people of the Grand Duchy will 
always hold a warm place in their hearts for 
Americans who twice liberated Luxembourg in this 
century.

_____________________________

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity you 
have given me to perform public service. I am 
especially proud to have served during your 
presidency, which I am certain history will record 
as America's golden years.

C1 a y^0b ris ca n t i n o u 
Ambassador

C
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear Mr. President:
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WILLIAM KIRKER, M.D.

THE REV. YVONNE SEON, Ph D.

MARIA WALKER

are 
and

AMBASSADOR OUMAROU G.
YOUSSOUFOU

There are four
President, and the 
critical contribution:

Africare • Africare House • 440 R Street, N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20001
Telephone: (202) 462-3614 • Fax: (202) 387-1034 • E-mail: africare@africare.org • Website: www.africare.org

Honorary Chairman: 
NELSON R. MANDELA 

President of the Republic 
of South Africa

JULIUS E. COLES

Director, Center for International Programs,

Morehouse College

AZIE TAYLOR MORTON
Vice President, GRW Capital Corporation

President:
C. PAYNE LUCAS

Chairman:
DONALD F. McHENRY

University Research Professor of Diplomacy and

International Affairs, Georgetown University

Vice Chair:
DOREEN F. TILGHMAN

Assistant General Secretary,
General Board of Global Ministries, 

United Methodist Church

Vice Chair:
ERNEST G. GREEN

Managing Director, Lehman Brothers

Treasurer:
CLYDE B. RICHARDSON 

President, Loriche Productions

LAURETTA J. BRUNO

Investment Banker

MARION DAWSON CARR

President, Dearfield Associates

NANCY M. FOLGER

Development Consultant, Children’s

Defense Fund

JAMES M. HARKLESS, Esq. 

Labor Arbitrator

SCOTT M. SPANGLER 

Private Investor

Secretary:
JOSEPH C. KENNEDY, Ph.D.

Senior Vice President, Africare

ROBERT S. BROWNE 

Economist

GEORGE A. DALLEY, Esq. 

Partner, Holland & Knight

THOMAS DRAPER 
President, ComRel, Inc.

LOUIS W. SULLIVAN, M.D.

President, Morehouse School of Medicine

CURTIN WINSOR, Jr., Ph.D.

Beaconsfield Capital

SITEKE G. MWALE, Ph.D.
Executive Chairman, SGM Associates

M —

reputation in Africa,
secure. Indeed,
other demands,
well and truly done. But you have an extraordinary 
opportunity to make your Presidency a turning point 
for Africa. Which is why I write this letter.

You might do nothing more to burnish your 
yet your legacy would be 

it would be tempting, with so many 
to regard your work in Africa as

areas
United

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20500

Africare helps Africa, with programs in 
food, water, the environment, health and 
emergency humanitarian aid as well as 
private-sector development and governance.

Africa still looks to the United States for 
leadership. Africa looks to you personally as 
someone who understands that Americans and Africa 
have a special relationship. It is essential that 
you make the most of this during the final two 
years of your administration.

You have already done r 
done more to show that yot 
Africa, than any previous Pre: 
and judge a man by his words 
heard you speak, they have see 
and they have said: Here is . 
and trust as a brother.
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and sent them Peace Corps Volui
Kennedy never set foot in Ble
enjoyed the personal contact w:
and Hillary have experienced
genuinely. He is idealized, ye
is palpable, human. In Ghana f Lz VA.J.XN-4.C4. / oouuxi anrica, 
Botswana and many other places you have touched in 
Africa, you are now part of people's oral 
histories.

you, as
make a

in which
States can
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You might do nothing more to burnish your 
yet your legacy would be 

it would be tempting, with so many 
to regard your work in Africa as 

well and truly done. But you have an extraordinary
opportunity to make your Presidency a turning point 
for Africa. Which is why I write this letter.

which
can

reputation in Africa, 
secure. Indeed,
other demands.

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20500

Africa still looks to the United States for 
leadership. Africa looks to you personally as 
someone who understands that Americans and Africa 
have a special relationship. It is essential that 
you make the most of this during the final two 
years of your administration.

Africans revered John F. Kennedy because, as a 
senator, he spoke eloquently against colonialism 
and sent them Peace Corps Volunteers. But President 
Kennedy never set foot in Black Africa. He never 
enjoyed the personal contact with Africans that you 
and Hillary have experienced and responded to so 
genuinely. He is idealized, yet remote. Your image 
is palpable, human. In Ghana, Uganda, South Africa, 
Botswana and many other places you have touched in 
Africa, you are now part of people's oral 
histories.

you, as
make a

You have already done more for Africa, and 
done more to show that you really care about 
Africa, than any previous President. Africans know 
and judge a man by his words and deeds. They have 
heard you speak, they have seen you in their midst, 
and they have said: Here is a man we can respect 
and trust as a brother.

There are four areas 
President, and the United 
critical contribution:

January 28, 1999
^9JAN’28pm4:18



* Help bring real peace to the people of Angola.

Sincerely,

C. Pay:
Preside

President William Jefferson Clinton
January 28, 1999
Page 2

You will not succeed in every case, but real progress in two 
or three will stand among your most important foreign policy 
achievements. You will also send a clear message that Africa and 
America have very compelling common interests. And you will be 
remembered as the first President who understood this, and thus 
reached out his hands unto Africa.

* Strongly support Nigeria in its quest for genuine democratic 
rule.

* Exert your leadership to prevent the Balkanization of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

* Do whatever necessary to encourage a comprehensive West 
African peace initiative. What has happened in Sierra Leone, 
Liberia and Guinea-Bissau has potentially disastrous implications 
for the whole of West Africa.

lyrte Lucas
* -—dent

* Ensure passage and effective implementation of the African 
Trade and Growth Initiative. This is vital to Africa's development 
and integration into the world economy.

Lucas
t



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 28, 1999

/uzu. cK,

03103

Dear Ron and RhondaLee:

It was great

j

Sincerely,

03103

Thank you so much for your letter, 
to hear from you.

6

Ron and RhondaLee Machos
184 Gold Street
Manchester, New Hampshire

Ron and RhondaLee Machos
184 Gold Street
Manchester, New Hampshire

O

(XMjlTA- tjf Kj

Congratulations! I know you must be excited that 
RhondaLee is expecting. Hillary and I are 
delighted for you and wish you all the best in the 
coming months.

I do hope to see all of you next month. I've let 
my schedulers know of this possibility, and I'll 
be looking forward to it. Please tell Ronnie and 
Tristan this, and that I said "hello."
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January 26, 1999

Dear Mr. President:

are as

Have a great day!

Blessings.

DHA/mc

7¥n 

Warmest Greetings!

Your State of the Union Address was a home run!

Don Argue, Ed. D, 
President

Don Argue, Ed. D 
President

cep .'cel

AiLzlK—

TRe'weekend newspapers carried more reports of religious persecution around the world than I 
have read in so short a period of time in recent months. Buddhist against Muslim, Muslim

President William Jefferson Clinton

The White House
FAX 202^56-6703
Washington, DC 20500-2000

5520 108th Ave NE/PO Box579 Kirkland WA 98083-0579 
Phone (425) 889-4202 Fax (425) 889-5200 e-mail: don.argue@ncag.edu

against Hindu, Hindu against Christian, etc. This is a strategic time for action The 
Commission on International Religious Freedom can have a significant leadership role in 
dealing with this serious problem. If I am appointed to serve on the Commission, I will carry 

your interests and agenda with my full strength and influence

-

When I was praying this morning, two passages of Scripture came to mind. They 

follows:

Psalm 27 5 “For in the day of trouble, He will keep me safe in His 
dwelling; He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacle and set me high 

upon a rock."

Psalms 27'13 “I am still confident of this, I will see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart 

and wait for the Lord.”

The above scriptures will give you strength for today. I believe very good days are ahead
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MEMORANDUM

The PresidentTo:

From:

Support CallsRe:

a.
^>^/o -

&
) ^3^

Nancy Hernreich
Mary Morrison

•Rick Silverman called to say that he is thinking of you! He has been calling and writing letters 
on your behalf - he will always support you!

January 26, 1999
ft vT*-«-

UotJCJ?

€

J tu



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 29, 1999

96813

Dear Ben:

Sincerely,

The Honorable Benjamin J. Cayetano
Governor of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii

Thank you so much for your kind letter regarding 
my Administration's accomplishments. I share 
your confidence that the economy will continue 

to improve.

During this challenging time, the most important 
thing for me to do is to continue doing the work 
of the American people. I remain committed to 
bringing our nation together and to moving us 
all forward. I have done this for six years, 
and I intend to do it for two more.

As always, I'm grateful for your support. I 
hope you are well and send my best wishes.
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January 15, 1999

Dear Mr. President:

With warmest personal regards,

Aloha,

BENJAMI .CAYETANO

2 0 699

As I mentioned to you during your stopover in Hawaii on your return from Asia, you 
have my personal support and that of the people of Hawaii. During what must be a 
very difficult time for you and your family, I would like you to know that your 
popularity remains high throughout the State.

Although Hawaii's economy is still on the rebound, I am confident that given the 
economic policies you have put in place together with the state’s own initiatives, we 
will see at least a minimum of fiscal improvement this year.

As you prepare to deliver your State of the Union address on January 19, 1999, I am 
writing to compliment you on the accomplishments of your administration to date. 
Every state, including Hawaii, has benefited from your three part economic strategy 
of cutting the budget deficit, reducing interest rates and spurring investment.

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

I look forward to working with you in completing your agenda during the final two 
years of your Presidency.

BENJAMIN J CAYETANO 

GOVERNOR

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULU
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LOWENSTEIN SANDLER p
i fAttorney/ at Lam

January 27, 1999

Dear Mr. President:

jary. 7 0

If you have nor already done

. Best regai

Douglas S/Eakeley

P.S. -
te of the Ui speech was fantastic!

'I-
cc: Ms. Nancy Hemrelch
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the Pacifc

Douglass. Eakeley
Member of the Firm Tel 973.597.2343 Fax 973.597.2349 

tleakeley@lowensiem.com

Telephone 973.597.2500

Fax 973.597.2400
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Hon. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
Attn; Ms. Nancy Hemreich 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500-2000

Enclosed are two of my recent columns\The S*

DSE.-cw
Ends.

s

K.

01.28.1999 11:06

On the extremely remote chancp^flu '

write to remind you that DenXh Btalr will he leaving WaX;‘

I know that Dennis would welcome a call from y/u. 

est regards)

is^/Eakeley O _

F XL -

SoTO

^^ES'DENT HAS SEEN

1

i- -qq

kft-cx.

r



01.28.1999 11:06 P. 1• 4

• ■

’S9FtBlPM2:05

facsimile cover sheet

From: Douglas S. Eakeley
Date January 28, 1999

Tel: 973.597.2348 FAX: 973.597.2349 E-MaILi deakeley@lowensteln.com

TO: Ms. Nancy Hemreich

TO:
i

TO:

TO:

TO:

Total Pages (with cover)
99999/1

Mcssager

\

IIJ,

202-456-6703
202-456-6610

W99/1
01/My9906031flJ.01

Client ID/Matter#:

If you have any double with this transmittal, please call 973.597.2500 ext. 2808

Facsimile no..-
Voice no.i 

Facsimile no.
VOICE NO.;

Facsimile no.: 
voice NO.: 

Facsimile no.: 
voice NO.:

Facsimile no.i

VOICE NO.t

65 LUt\ffkn Avenue 
Ro/eland, NJ 

070fs-t?fi

Ttl »7J.Sf7,2fOO 
Fur t73.S97.24OO 
uiVIV.leiveiuteie.eofn

'This facsimile contains iSivilegei caul Car 
of this communication is strictly prohibited.

LOWENSTEIN SANDLER pc
Attorney/ at Law



Ringing out old year, ringing in new year

Common Ground
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By DOUGLAS S. EAKELEY
Columnist

law of the sabbath. So be sat in the place in which to live, 
middfe of his field until the sun set
the following day, ending the sab­
bath.

ease.
Ring out the narrowing lust of

So we are now in the count­
down toward the new miDennnnn. 
The twentieth century has less 
than a year left. In al probability, 
1998 wiB go down in history as the 
year a rabidly partisan Congress 
impeached the President of the 
United States. And who knows 
what 1999has instore?

Two stanzas from Tennyson’s 
familar poem, “In Menaoriam,” 
seem patkulariy appropriate as an 
invoca tion for the new year.

(Editor’s btoce: Eakriey, a IW 
oent, m ■ lawyer fa private practice 
in New Josey. He b a fonno frst 
amtaat attonKy geaeni of New

plam what had happened. The (be first and AH wvdk of the

But it won the that easy to pul asked, ’’Why did this happen?” The fanner hurried home and asnstaat 
the in “J ttKTe Do obvious answer, no sought out the village rabbi to ex- Jcney. Hb

At the memorial service for my rabbi demanded of him, “Did you axwth-)

“Ring out the oW, nng m the our motives are laudable, o«r hu- friend’s son, the leader of the serv­
er,
c
E
pi

o
5ll
>

-c
£

recite (he prescribed sabbath pray­
ers?” The farmer answered, “Rab­
bi, you know I am a simple man. I 
don’t know those prayers by 
heart.” The rabbi inquired, “So 
what did you do?” And the farmer 
responded. “I recited the alphabet 
over and over again, praying that 
God would take the letters and 
form them into wonk, and shape 
the words into sentences and the 

■ sentences into prayers.” 
The leader conctuded the 

mortal service by urging everyone
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nCD- t. uju u man fan,bll*Ty n101* 1han tkciy « related a story from the Tai- in attendance to recite his or her
—"aPPy bc’“’ aCTOSS will lead us astray. And though mud by way of benediction: A particular alpha bet, with the pray- 

mr our actions may be wdkinlcn- simple fanner was working dik er that someone, somewhere,
boned, we often cannot control igently in the fields just before the would make sense out of wbat was

sabbath and did not notice that being offered.
In this, the last year of the mil-

Ring out old shapes of foul dis- remind us of how tittle we know or

understand of life or death. Within   , o
,, - a few short days, a high-school ^Ik home without violating the P0^* and wwid a better

goto, dassmatc committed suicide, a ‘ " * -----
Ritig out the thousand wars of former law partner died of cancer,

oJd. and the son of a dose friend
Ring in the thousand years of drowned while on a kayak expedi-

peace. ’ tion in Ecuador. For those who
But it won’t be that easy to put asked, “Why did this happen?”

era of truth, bcailh, altruism and explanation for the tragedy.

snow:
The year is going, let him go; 
Rrng out the fake, ring in the the events that shape our tires.' 

tnx # Brutal reality intruded on our the sun was setting. When be fi- In“this. the last year of themil-
------ Chnrtmas festivities this year to nally discovered that the sun has leunram, may we aB find the 

set and that the sabbath bad be- wonb 3nd d* prayers (hat wffl
gun, he reafized that be could not ^P make us better, more caring

actions may be wd kin ten- simple fanner was working dik er that someone, somewhere.


