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Leaders announce appointees to religlous freedom commission

‘WASHINGTON—Senate Majority Leader Trent Lot of Mississippl and House Speaker Newt
Gingrich of Georgia today announced their appointmments of individuals to gerve on the U.S.

Commission on Intarnational Freedom.

Lott named former Senator Bill Armstrong of Colorado and former Assistant Secretary of

State for [ntermational Organizations John Bolton. -Gingrich designated Elliott Abrams. fortmer
Assistant Secretary of State for International Organizations as well as for Human Rights, and Nina
Shea, dircctor of the Center for Religious Freedom in Washington, D.C.

In announcing the appointments, the Republican congressional leadecs. affirmed their strong
support for the work of the cammission, created at the end of the 105th Congress by Public
Law 105-292, to monitor religious persecution and epsure appropriate response from the U.S.
government. : -

“Toddy we appoint to the U.S. Commission on International Religiong Freedom four
distinguished .individusls whose comminment 10 human rights will be a beacon in the dack night of
-persccution,” Lou ead Gingrich said. “We make this annouscement jointly &s an expression of our
strong interest in. and support for, the commission, and our Intemion that its defense of religious
liberty must'be:an integral elememr of American foreign policy.

“By thess appoinmments, we serve notice upon those rulers who have on their hands the

blood of marryrs: The United States of America has heard the cry of the oppressed and will no
- longer tum away from their suffering.” *
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