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Wrongful Death of Major Andrew Scott Burris

On Friday, June 13%, 1997, Major Burris was struck and subsequently killed by a 2 % ton truck in black-
out conditions while waiting to evaluate an ambush performed by the Maryland National Guard at Camp
Blanding, Flonda Below is a summary of the most severe failures and deficiencies in planning and
decision making that occurred the night of his death although there were several other failures.

« the driver and assistant driver (from the Maryland National Guard) were not suppased to be driving,
in the area in which they were traveling

e they were ordered houss befarehand to stop driving the vebicle to which they replied they did not have
to comply that their “mission was over”

e they were driving 30-35 mph in a Smph zone without any head lights, running lights or ground
guides

e were not wearing their issued Night Vision Goggles altbough the assistant driver had his in his lap

e  struck Major Burmis and kept driving thinking they had hit a wild animal

e  when sopped by another soldier and informed that they had indeed hit Major Busris claimed thar
their vehicle was not involved in the accident and that they had simply stopped to put light on the
accident scene.

Major Burris knew he had been run over by the truck and yelled for help. Absolotely no medical
evacuation plan was in place and not one soldier knew the Standard Operating Procedures for an accident
of this magnitude.

Medical Malfunctians...dne mostly to the Florida Nationa) Guard at Camp Blauding

* an ambulance did not reach the accident site for 45 minutes and arrived inadequately equipped with

medical supplies to help Major Bums

e the second ambulance to arrive was also lacking in medical supplies

e medical treatrpent was sub-standard. Major Burris should have received 3000 cc’s of fluids and only
received 250 cc’s

¢ acivilian helicopter was ordered and alzo arrived without proper medical supplies and did not have
any communication devices that would allow them to communicate with the ground resulting in
Major Burris being flown around between hospitals and not having any medical personnel available
to help him. A MEDEVAC helicopter should have been ordered to deal with the magritude of his
injuries stocked with medical supplies

e  Major Burmis was grossly misdiagnasad by a Physician’s Assistant. He was diagnosed with head
trauma while internal bleeding was never diagnosed although he himself had stated that he had been
run over and had obvious tire marks on his abdomen.

e Physician’s Assistant was not current on Advanced Trauma Life Sugport (ATLS) and therefore not
capable of diagnasing the severity of Major Burris’ igjuries

IN SUMMARY: | was told in s meeting at the Pentagon by the Army Sargemn General, Geseral
Blanck, that had my bushand had proper medical treatment that he would have survived his injuries
without any change in quality of life. The entire medical evacuabon procedure should have taken 18
minutes and it took them 2 hours to get my husband to a hospital where he died on the tarmac. The
previous year's evaluation performed by the same battalion in the 82* Airtomne aof the Maryland National
Guard pin-painted EVERY deficiency and problem that lead to the death of my hushand. The Maryland
and Florida National Guard had an eniire year to fix these problems and did not It is in my opinion that
due to total negligence and faiture in leadexship fram the very top to the bottom Major Burris is
dead and wot ooe pexrspe has been held properly accountable.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call:

Karen Burris (703) 356-8628 (wife of Major Burris).































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































