































































































































































































99" Annual Convention - April 25-29, 1999
Baltimore, Maryland

November 15, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dcar President Clinton;

This coming spring, specifically April 25-29, 1999, the
Rabbinical Assembly, the international body which represents
1,200 Conservative Rabbis from North and South America as
well as Israel, will be holding its Jast convention in this century at
the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland. Similar
to the spirit of your presidency, our convention’s theme will be
“Facing the 21® Century: Challenges to Faith.” It is our prayerful
hope that you will honor us with your presence at our Couvention
so that we may honor you with the presentation of a special
Kavod Honorial Award in recognition of your dedication to peace
and your commitment to social justice.

We know that you are aware that we represent the largest religious constituency of
religiously-identified American Jews in over 1,000 synagogues, the overwhelming
majority of which are in the United States. Whilc we call ourselves part of the
Conseryative Movement, we also presurme that you arc quite clear that, while wc are
traditional in our approach to religious practice, we are definitely on the liberal,
egalitarian side of public policy and social justice issues. The Rabbinical Assembly,
for example, has been at the forefront of supporting the Camp David Pcace
Agreements, the Oslo Peace Process and your astonishing achievement in bringing
Israel and the Palestinians together in your relentless efforts to achieve peace in the



Middle East.

We would be proud to receive you during our convention in Baltimore, en any day
and at virtually any time that fits your scheduling necds. The ideal times for our
Convention would be the days of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday the 26*, 27™ or
28" of April, mormings or aftcrnoons on any day, and evenings on any day except
the 27" It is our fervent hope that we may have the privilege of sharing some of
vour precious time and cxpressing our affection and respect for your great efforts to
serve our nation.

It is our hope that we may receive an expeditious response to our request so that we
may prepare appropriately to receive you. Whenever this may be, please respond
directly to our Convention’s Chair, Rabbi Mark Loeb, Beth El Congregation, 8101
Park Heights Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21208. His telephone number is 410-484-
0411, FAX 410-484-0434.

With our deepest respect, we are

Sincerely,

Rabbi Seymour L. Essrog Rabb: Mark G. Loeh
President Convention Chair

CC: Mr. Steven Grossman
Mr. Michael Bronfein
Ms. Ann Lewis
Hon. Senator Paul Sarbanes
Hon. Senator Barbara Mikulski
Hon, Benjamin Cardi n, M.C.
Hon. Mayor Kurt Schmoke
Mr. Taylor Branch
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TRIBUTE TO JOANNE BLUER

HON. BILL BAKER

OP CALIFORNIA i
IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
. Thursday. March 10, 1994

Mc. BAKER of Calomla. Mr. Spmakex, | rise
day to pay Uibuta 10 a swvivar of polio,
heant disaass, hng diseass, and breast can-
cer. She s Jaarme Bler, a Jewish-Amertan

poet from Walcut Creek, CA
Her hero arugge shadd s&lve as an in-

sgiration to us all.

mwmmmmis

= 8 book of poetry erfied “| Beleve * ° * The
Thaughes of Jaarvw Bluer.” -

| woxsdd now kke to share with you her poem

Vol. 140

“Peace Payer.” :
PEALE PRAYER
I stand oc¢should I n; “kneel’" defore Thee.
Lora
Not as a qutr buc a3 a chlld tneels belore
" the flame

And watches the fire rising as a sr.ronz

compound an fall{ng a3 ashes.

I'm saared and I neek your :mn: hand to
guide me.

Why should [ be afratd?. Way. why?

Becaase my legs are.only flesh,

My'steps acy only humin mechan{xma.

The spirit that sdould rise and lift me sbove

all that {5 of the worid Ls lzcking.

Ic’s not gope, just wicthersd and tired. -

Help us have (aith {n You. s0 that we may re-
dedicate our lives to Your truths and
Iaws of resson and respect for all.

Io these troudled times, good people reach
out to guod peodle. .

It is not black and wdice. yellow and red.

It is good against evil.

As Rousseau zaid. "PBEvil triumphs because
men of good will do nothing.""

He also sald ""Mao Is neither good. nor is he
bad. Me is neutral and can ®e Influ-
enced o change and cap de corrupeed
dy the society In which he lives.™

These sre Important points

Becauge people can {oitiate change

And they mMust do 30 0Ow,

All good peaple must peay togecher

Aod what {s more Importanc

Must work toward this end actively and wita
great hope lo-their hearcs.

1 hate to think how our socliety will hemor.
rhage if we fail now. —

\Ve must aot (adl.






