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PERSPECTIVE BY RABBI JOSEPH EDELHEIT♦

Mr. President,

We are honored to be here with you so soon after you have returned from the Mid East, where 

HIV/AIDS still darkens the path to that bridge into the 21st century , to which you have 

you lead the nation across that bridge into the 21st century. How can we be sure that the African

American homeless IV drug user who has no access to clean needles or the newest combination 

of drug therapies will get to the other side? What do we have to do, that will insure that the

Latino youth who is not eligible for Medicaid, will have access to primary care and still be able 

to work, so he too can cross the bridge with other Americans?

Here is a gift from my four children, a Dreidel, the traditional spinning top we play during

Hannukah; the four Hebrew letters stand for the statement, Nes Gadol Haya Sham - "A Great

Miracle Happened There." Mr. President, we know there will be no one great miracle to end.

HIV/AIDS, so we are here, to help revive your vision of zero rate of transmission and equitable 

access to care for all persons battling HIV disease. We are here with you, especially on this day.

when a terrible political darkness has fallen over this land, because we want you to know, that we 

v/

you courageously engaged in the making of peace, where you brought the gift of hope to the

Land of the Bible. During this week of Hannukah, on the eve of Ramadan and one week before

prophetically led us. We want to help you illuminate the darkness which hides the path. We 

must warn you that there are some Americans who are in danger of being unable to follow when 

Christmas, we are all reminded that these religious holidays promise us "light" during the darkest 

time of the year. As your Advisory Council, we want to help you, fulfill your vision, to bring the 

light of hope, to all those living with HIV/AIDS.

will do whatever it takes, to cross that bridge with you into the 21st century.



WHITE HOUSE GIFT REGISTER

GIFT INTENDED FOR

Both/AllXPresident

ChelseaFirst Lady

DONOR INFORMATION

Rabbi Joseph A. EdelheitName:

Address: Temple Israel - 2324 Emerson Avenue, S

Phone: Minneapolis, MN 55405

PRESENTATION

AIDS/HIVEvent:12-18-98Date:

Other MethodXHanded to President

DreidelGift Description:

Send Gift and Register to OEOB, Room 457 x67133
POTUS wants to send thank you to donor’s children:

Esther - 23
Shanan - 19
Eve - 10
Talia - 4



Board of Directors

December 2, 1998

Dear President Clinton,

| The Honorable Albert Vann 
V J Legislative & Public Policy Committee

Keep the faith, Joyce and I wish the best for you and Hillary.

r
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We are especially grateful to Mr. Erskine Bowles, Secretary Donna Shalala, and Surgeon 
General David Satcher, for their outstanding leadership in the negotiation process and their 
work with the CBC to meet this historic goal.

For the first time in the eighteen year-old history of the AIDS pandemic, the federal budget 
was passed with $110 million allocated specifically to target HIV prevention and services in 
minority communities. An additional $46 million, committed by Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Donna Shalala, will also be used to support the goals outlined by Congress.

President William Jefferson Clinton
United States of America
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

As a former Mayor of the City of New York, the epicenter of the nation's epidemic, I know 
the impact AIDS has come to bear on minorities. Recent data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report that every hour, seven Americans are newly infected with HTV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. Of those seven, three are African American. This community 
now accounts for fifty-six percent of all new HIV infections, and maintains the lowest decline 
in AIDS-related deaths in the nation.

©

I am writing this letter in my capacity as National Black
Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc., (BLCA), and on behalf the board and leadership of 
our national affiliates, to express our sincere appreciation for rendering a historic response 
to the request from the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) for a national state of emergency 
in HIV/AIDS and public health in African American communities.

We are very proud of the work BLCA contributed to this process, particularly our 
president/CEO Debra Fraser-Howze who serves as a sub-committee chairperson on your 
Presidential Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS. We pledge to you our continued support 
and look forward to working with you, Representatives Louis Stokes (D-OH), Maxine Waters 
(D-CA), Donna Christian Green (D-VI) and Dr. Marsha Martin of the Department of Health 
& Human Services, as they continue their outstanding leadership towards addressing the 
needs of communities hardest hit by HIV and AIDS.

>

David R. Jones. Esq.

Barbara justice. M.D.

Sharon B. King

Cliff Love

Harriet R. Michel

Janet Mitchell. M.D, M.PH.
The Honorable H. Carl McCall

The Honorable David Paterson
The Honorable Adam Clayton Powell. IV 

Beny J. Pnmm. M.D.

Rev. Calvin Rice
* Roberta Vogel. Ph.D.

Dennis Walcott
Rev. Preston Washington. D. Mm.

Rev. Lee H. Wesley. D. D. 

Marjone Whigham-Desir

Rev. Canon Frederick Williams

Rev. Alfonso Wyatt

105 East 22nd Street 
Suite 711
New York. NY 10010 
Tel: 212 614-0023 
Fax:212 614-0057 
e-mail: NBLCA@aol.com
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Chairman of the Board
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Wilbert Tatum
Media & Public Affairs Committee
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OFFICERS
The Honorable David N. Dinkins 

Chairman of the Board

Carolyn B. Britton, M.D.
’ I st Vice Chair

Roscoe C. Brown, Jr., Ph.D. 
2nd Vice Chair

Betty Phillips Adams 
Secretory

Andrea Jackson, Esq.
Treasurer

Sincerely,

Tz

• John Bess
At-Large

Marcella Maxwell, Ph.D. 

At-Large

Mark j. Wade, M.D , F.A.A.P. 
At-Large

Basil A. Paterson, Esq. 
Counsel

James R. Dumpson, Ph.D. 
Chair Ementus

Darwin N. Davis, Sr. 
Chair Ementus

President/CEO

Debra Fraser-Howze

b—4 BOARD MEMBERS
Lawrence S. Brown. Jr., M.D., M.PH. 
Medical Committee

Rev. Calvin O. Butts, III. D. Min.
Nauonal Affiliate Development Committee

Suzanne A. DuBose 
Fund Development Committee

Megan McLaughlin. Ph.D. 
Personnel Committee

Rev.Timothy P. Mitchell, D. Min.
Ecumenical Committee

Horace W. Morris
CEO Advisory Committee

COMMISSION MEMBERS
The Honorable Laura Blackbume 

Judith Butler-McPhie. Esq.

Imhotep Gary Byrd

Alma Carten-Moms. DSW. 

Ruth Clark

Rev. Herbert Daughtry

R. Harcourt Dodds, Esq. 

Hazel Dukes

Leonard G. Dunston 

The Honorable C. Virginia Fields 

Cora Fields

Cliff Frazier

Mindy Thompson Fullilove. M.D. 

Elbert N. Gates. Esq.

Luther R. Gatling

Robert D. Gumbs

Rasheeda Abdul Hakeem 

Marjone J. Hill. Ph.D.

Stanley Hill 

_ Jean Hodge 

Ronald Johnson
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·1·exa� Names Deval Patrick, Black
Attorn�, General Counse·t a·nd V.P.

Deval L Pacric:k bas beca 
elec:ced general c:ouasd of Te;qico. 
ii was aoaounccd yesterday by 
Tes..aco Inc. cbainnaa and C�O 
Peter I. Bijur. 

Bijur al•o annouac:ed tbat 
Paaric:k hu been dcctcd. a_ vlc:e 
pn.ideat of Te�co. Inc.'. and wUI 
icrve on Te&ac:o•• .Escc:utivc 
Couac:U, the company•• senior 
lcadcnblp team. Tbc 
appoinamenu are c�ec:1� Feb. a. 

Patrick. ◄2. is CIHTe.ally a 
panner with the Boacon law rtr111
Day Ben,, &. Howa,-d. and 1e,:va · 
as chairman o(Tcs.aco•s t:quaJicy 
and Fain1ea1 T�k Force whic:h 
WU ronacd after a group of �lack 
employeai won· a ducrimiaalioa 
c.u.e against the co111pany. 

•Deva.I Patrick bas acblned 
IUCC',CSS aad c.uned great esteem .. 
a f"�t-cla.u atton,ey· ·ia· �lb· 
priv•te aod public practice.- ••id 
Bijur In malcJac thc­
annouaccmcnL 

'"His leadenhlp •bilitin. hich· 
ctblcaJ 1taadards. brc:adtb of 
c&pcriencc and kllowl:rcice or· 
Tc&.aco ..,w 1trea&tbea �ad 
cnhaace our managemeac team 
and •ec•I dcpanment.' We are· 
pl�cd lb�• Dev� Ila,. ag� .�o 
joiQ the Teuco orsani&a�a.. . 

with tbe NAACP Lcp1 Dcfeaae ·· ·•aaodalioa1 in M..,..chuaceu, the 
Fund following la"Vic• u a la"' Diltrict of Columbia and 
clerk �11 lbc U.S. Court of A.ppeala Califonaia. and i1 admitted 10 
ror che Ninth Circuit In Loi practke before tile U.S. Supreme 
Ange'la. Court. tbe V.S. Couru of Appeall. 

Patrick paduaced cuaa laudc and 'lll'arioua federal diltrlu couru. 
rro111 Harvard UnJ..,�tcy lo 197&, Be II married and bu two 
and earned bis la"' ��!IC.Re from · lbildrea.. Hu office will be located 
Harvard Law Sdlool iD 19&2. in Tax.aco•• corporate office in 

He b the mcm� or� b� White Plahu. N.Y. 

Debut•nte Bai.i A.Sao. Slated Dec. 29 

Alpha· ��l_Alpha Chapter 
In LR Plans Founders Day 

. 
. . 

Alpha Phi ·Alplaa Fratenaicy From the ,...._,emicy's rapkl 
Inc .• Pi Lambda Chapter. wiU bold have come sucb ouutandinc 
lu annual Founder•• Day· program I-den as W.E.B. Dubois, Adam 
Sunday; Dec. 20 ac 4 p.aa. at \lVesl� � .. Clayton Powell Jr.. former U.S. 
Chapd United. Metbodiat ciiunh;· . Senator f:dward Brooke. Dr. 
1109 S. Seate St. ia Little Rock. · Martin Lutllcr King Jr .• Thur&ood 

The fraternity wiU tac··, ManbaU. and UNCF CEO 
cclebra�ing It• 92"" annlvenary. \1''11Uam Gray. 
Tbe. featured apeaker 'l("W be �Hie: · Notable Af'kanqaa who 
Rock native Paul W. Kimbroup. belons to the htemiey indude 
ronqcr. aide to rormer ' u.'s. Jadae Gears� Ho"'•"'· OuU 
Coa&�sraan Ray Tboraco� · .;;, •. : Sutton. Ebolty Mllg,Uinc publisher 
now -worlu for the U.S. DepL Of'... Jo"a H. .lobaao•. aad attonaey 
Tra11.1�rtatioa in WullllD�ll; Jerry Malone. amoaa ochen. 
D.C. ·: ., . . . ' ' :·:;:.'·' · Pl Lambd.a Chapcer �f Alpba 

. AJpba Pbi Alpba was roua.clef:1 Pllil AJpba w� fouDded March 26. 
on Dec. 4, 1906 at CorweU . 1,245. and aa tile oldest Alpha 

· 
· 

cbapter •est or tbe Mi111Mippi 
Unh,enicy ill Ithaca. N.Y •• and is, River. 

Prior to bclns named partqsr 
wlcb Day, Beny & Howant iD 
1997, Patrick served u anilraat 
attorney gcneru of the United 
St.at.a. -d duet or the U.S. Jutke 
.De�t·• c.;il JU&bu l:)ivisi.Pn 
from . 1994-91 •laera be was 
rcspon1lble for enforcin& federal 
law• problbitins dilcri111ina1ion. 

· tbe oldest aad iarsftl A(ricawi. · Tbe cbapter •ill also ho1t ih 
Amcrjcaa i.arercoUqiate Gr,e,ek..: · an■uaJ Debuta■tc Ball Tucsd•y. 
lcncr (ratenaicy in die world. , Dec. 29 ar 7 p,m. at lhe Robin.an 

From 1986-94 Patrick waa a 
partner w.ltb another law f"um in 
Boston. 1upervuing commercial 
and dvll ripu l..lliptioa. F"'at 
1913--36 he waa a stall' attorney 

A,'.Jpba Pbi AJpba bas lo■& Censer Eshibitlon Hall in Little 
atood • iD tbe foralro111t or die Rock. For tickel information call 
Africaa-A1■ericaa coramuni-,.•• S6&-.3Ua. 
ficbt ror dvll rights and huaaan • 
dipi�. 
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December 17, 1998

Dear Mr.

With best wishes,

Walter H. Shorenstein

2/

AJC

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC 20500-2000

Your opponents have shown a complete disregard for the opinion of the American 
people in their handling of this matter. Each time you have come forward to express 
contrition, they have assailed you ever more viciously for not being contrite enough. The 
only apology that would be sufficient to silence these critics is one that would leave you 
diminished and ineffective as a leader.

Prudent,

In observing the recent machinations of the House Judiciary Committee and the 
Republican Party I am reminded why I have remained a steadfast Democrat all my life. 
The hate and extremism displayed by your antagonists has been utterly disgraceful.

,2~ ~i

Walter H. Shorenstein

555 California Street

San Francisco, California 04104

Please know that you have my uncompromising support during these difficult 
times.

It is clear that the House Republicans are set on pursuing a divisive and 
destructive course of action. I strongly believe that any further efforts on your part to 
sway their opinion would only diminish your standing and validate their depraved desire 
to see you pilloried. There is nothing more to be gained in offering further apologies. I 
urge you to remain steadfast, with the knowledge that your friends, your supporters and 
the .American people are strongly behind you. Let the House do what it will. Should this 
matter reach the Senate, reason will prevail over partisan viciousness. But in the 
meantime, humbling yourself sufficiently to satisfy your persecutors will jeopardize youi 
stature as a leader once this sound and fury has subsided.

/



119 del Rio Drive,

tend to you as another ally in this struggle, Mr. Jairo Pedraza, a 
presents U.S. people living with AIDS on the UN-affiliated

/I
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Goddess Tara, my pangs of hunger for reality 
are becoming unbearable!

Mother! Mother! Mother!
You are the longing and the longed for! 

You cannot refuse your child’s earnest prayer!

I know th e m oth er always f 
re gar die ss of its foolish n 

Goddess Kali, grant the chit 
your supreme blessing of

T o day is th e m o st i
Please, Mother, do not delay!

M o ___

JEREMY G. LANDAU____________________________________________
•anta Fe, NM S7501 • 505.9S8.2537 • Fax: 988.2492 • E-Mail: rapanuijerQaol.com

O Moth er of the
You who provide ba 

and subtle nourishmen
Please feed us, H 

Satisfy every level •

Dear Mr. Cfinton :
Firstrff, let me wish you, Hillary, & Chelsea the best that the new year has to offer! May 

the remainder of your term be filled with strong & successful legislation and prosperity and 
peace for all Americans - and all people!

I earnestly desire to share with you an observation concerning the U.S. embargo of Cuba. 
Many, even your own AIDS Council, have sought to exempt humanitarian aide from this ban. 
Recently, a coalition led by Sen.Warner, proposed to you a short-term Commission whose 
purposed would be to examine our options towards lessening the weight of this ban upon those 
who would provide humanitarian support to the people of Cuba, and the poor and the ill — 
those who deserve assistance most and feel the greatest burden of embargo.

I want to tell you that I support this effort! As do many of my liberal colleagues, 
including many democrat, both elected and your truest supporters. I would like to offer my 
assistance to you to further this effort — especially in any way which provides you information 
and support - and which leads you soon towards a positive, humanistic outcome on this 
issue.

I would also like to recomrm
Venezuelan-American who represents
Global Network of PWAs.

As a long-term survivor of AIDS, and someone who has sought to give you the best advice 
I can find on your Advisory Council on AIDS, I thank you for the time to give you this 
personal message of policy and support!

With warmest regards / \
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THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE TO END HOMELESSNESS

iber 16, 1998

0

year.
1

o
John W. Macy. Jr

Clifford L. Alexander. Jr.

Anthony S Harrington

1518 K STREET NW SUITE 206 WASHINGTON. DC 20005 (202)638-1526 FAX (202) 638-4664 EMAILnaeh@naeh.org

Anthony S Harrington 
Hogan <t Hannon

Past Chairmen

Rabbi Manin Siegel

Susan A. Daxis 
Susan Davis International

In particular, Mr. President, we urge you to include 200,000 incremental 
vouchers; $1.15 billion for homeless assistance; $3 billion for public housing capital; 
and $4.15 billion for public housing operating funds in your FY 2000 budget request.

James A. Johnson 
Fannie Mae

Bishop Peter James Lee 
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Roben D Villency 
Maurue Villency. Inc.

David C. McCourt 
RCN Corporation

Ralph da Costa Nunez
Homes for the Homeless

David L. Warnock 
Cahill. Warnock dt Co.

Stephen Coyle
AFL-CIO Housing Investment Frust

Thank yoi 
least. We continu 
homelessness in o

We know 
Americans, and yc 
None of these are 
you submit to Cor 
Please do not subr

Bob Vila 
BVTV In,-.

oil

//

Rodnex J. Carroll 
IPS

funding for housing via the FY2000 
img and Urban Development. The
1 today, says that lack of affordable
i the cities surveyed (“A Status Report 
js 1998: A 30-City Survey”). HUD 
spend more than they can afford for 

housing, live in sub-standard housing, or both. Without federal leadership and funds, 
the problems that these statistics represent will worsen.

4

Koo C armona
East Harlem Employment Services. Inc.

STRIVE

I he Honorable Louis U Sullivan. M.D. 
Storehou se School of Medicine



December 16, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely, 

(the undersigned organizations)

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

In FY2000, new budgetary rules may threaten these valuable resources, pitting serious 
housing needs against competing priorities. In addition, as welfare time limits fast 
approach, each HUD dollar becomes even more vital to the stability of very low-income 
families who are trying to improve their economic status without having their incomes 
consumed by housing costs. Expanded HUD funding in FY2000 can help build healthy 
communities and meet the growing needs of the residents in our communities.

On behalf of the organizations that comprise the Campaign for Housing and Community 
Development Funding and its affiliates, we request that you support a FY2000 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) budget that allows us to continue 
rebuilding communities and developing homes for all people, especially the poor. The 
FY 1999 budget took a great step forward toward meeting the housing deficits of low- 
income people and distressed communities. Yet, according to HUD’s 1998 worst case 
housing needs report, Rental Housing Assistance - The Crisis Continues, there are at least 
5.3 million households that pay more than half of their incomes for rent and/or live in 
severely substandard homes. Federal housing resources are essential to our efforts to 
reduce these housing burdens and address the community development needs of under­
served people, and successfully prevent homelessness, maintain self-sufficiency and 

reduce poverty.


