





























Social Security Offices

Veterans Administration Facilities

Department of Energy Laboratories

Federal Student Loan Servicing and Processing Facilities

¢ Encourage businesses that provide products or services to the government to locate
in the Lower Mississippi Delta Region.

Through the General Services Administration and through the Defense Logistics
Agency, the various departments and agencies of the United States Government purchase
billions of dollars of supplies and services each year. These contracts should be awarded
in such a manner that businesses that are located or are willing to locate in the Delta will
receive priority consideration.

¢ Develop a tourism promotion strategy that celebrates America’s diversity.

The United States has benefitted from the contributions of people from every
racial and ethnic group. Tourism in the United States should be promoted by establishing
“routes” of historical sites related to particular racial and ethnic groups. For example,
someone of Irish decent may be very interested in learning about the history of the Irish
in the United States, and, therefore, might enjoy a vacation that includes visits to sites
where significant events relating to Irish-Americans took place. The same is true for
Chinese-Americans, Japanese-Americans, African-Americans, Native-Americans,
Americans of Scandinavian descent, etcetera. If these historical sites are developed and
marketed together, the results will include not only economic empowerment, but also a
deeper understanding of the issues that divide us, and an opportunity to help “make every
American part of a nation that is coming together.”"!

¢ Establish a program to provide financial counseling to anyone who needs it.

Today, we are fortunate to enjoy good economic times; however, even in good
times there are those who feel financial pressures. Too often, hard-working Americans,
with decent jobs, incur debt that they cannot repay or properly service. Many people do
not have the education or training necessary to develop a personal budget and financial
plan.

In the interest of ensuring that every American can enjoy the benefits of our
thriving economy, we propose a coordinated network of financial planning and credit-
counseling centers that can be tools for the community at-large and for the state courts. If
a Judge can send the parties to a divorce to a financial planner, or send someone accused
of wrongdoing related to financial pressures to a credit counselor, that Judge may not
have to see the same people in court time after time. It is crucial to link these centers into
a network that can be a tool for Judges to help eliminate the causes of controversy. These

'Clinton, William J. And Gore, Albert, Jr., Putting People First: How We Can All
Change America., Times Books, A Division of Random House, Inc., New York, 1992.



centers will provide an opportunity for people to overcome many of the financial
pressures that cause discord within families and within communities.

This proactive approach to alleviating financial pressures will strengthen the
family structure, provide support for children, reduce unpaid child-support, and prevent
violence toward women. The result will be an economy that continues to strive forward,
but leaves no one behind.
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December 10, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton b3 JE:
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We send you our best wishes for a successful journey to Israel and the
Palestinian Authority.

As lifelong supporters of the State of Israel, we are deeply grateful for the
unprecedented personal 1nvestment you have made to help the people of Israel
achieve the peace and security they deserve. Your efforts at the Wye River
Plantation, in particular, rescued a peace process that appeared moribund.
Your visit to the region — which itself is a part of the Wye process — will help
ensure that the gains made in late October are not lost. We have every
confidence that you will move the process to its necessary next steps — full
implementation of the provisions of the Wye Memorandum and the start of
final status negotiations.

Events over the past few weeks demonstrate that your continued personal
involvement in the process remains necessary. This should not surpnse us.
During these decades of Middle East tension and war, involvement by the
United States — and specifically by the President of the United States — has
repeatedly been shown to be an absolutely essential ingredient in moving
Arabs and Israelis back from the abyss. Beyond that, you enjoy a personal
populanty with both the Israeli and Palestinian people, which empowers you
as peacemaker. At this moment in time, nothing can substitute for your effort.

It is not only because of our deep concern for the State of Israel that we urge
this difficult course upon you. As Americans, we understand that the
well-being of our own country is inextricably linked to developments in the
Middle East. We have key allies in the region, prime among them Israel — but
also Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Our strong economy is linked to a secure
Mideast oil supply.
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Today, there is an additional reason why the Mideast demands our attention. The proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction threatens not only America's interests but ultimately America's
heartland. Your efforts to contain Iraq are constructed on your recognition of that threat.

Saddam Hussein understands this full well, which is why he wants the Wye process to fail. He
knows that progress towards peace could impede his dnve to acquire and use non-conventional
weapons. That 1s another reason why it is so important for you to succeed, so that the ambitions
of radical militants in the region are thwarted and greater stability is restored to the Middle East.

In conclusion, we want you to know that you take our support and our prayers with you as you
embark on your mission. On your first night in Israel, which coincides with the first night of
Chanukah, we say a special prayer welcoming the new holiday: Shehecheyanu, v kiyemanu

v 'higiyanu lazman hazeh. We give thanks for the faith that has sustained the Jewish people
throughout the generations ... for the promise that was fulfilled with the establishment of the
State of Israel ... and for the opportunity to reach this historic day — a day on which you, Mr.
President, are helping us draw ever closer to peace.

Thank you, Mr. President, and best wishes for the holiday season.
Sincerely,
a—(/‘V

Michael W. Sonnenfeldt Jick Bendheim Theodgre R. Mann
Chair resident Execuflve Committee Chair




