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THE COCA-COLA COMPANY ANNOUNCES BOTTLING AGREEMENT WITH
NATIONAL BEVERAGE COMPANY

New Ramallah Bottler To Refresh Local Consumers

RAMALLAH, July 24, 1998 -- The Coca-Cola Company expanded its
operations in the region today through a partnership with National Beverage
Company (NBC), expected to become the largest independent bottler and
distributor of soft drinks in the West Bank and Gaza.

NBC will use its extensive distribution network and ties with 15,000 retail
outlets to make Coca-Cola products available to nearly 3 million consumers
across the territories. Through the alliance, The Coca-Cola Company will
acquire a 15 percent shareholding in NBC.

Based in Ramallah’s industrial zone, NBC covers a land area of 10,000
square meters, including production and warehouse facilities equipped to the
highest standards. It currently employs over 100 local employees with that figure
set to rise to 250 in 1999, and will provide opportunities for local supplier
companies.

- more -



Sandy Allan, president of Coca-Cola Middle East and North Africa said,
“Consumers around the world enjoy the high-quality standards and taste of
Coca-Cola products. With National Beverage Company’s considerable expertise
in the local marketplace, the Coca-Cola system is now able to produce products
locally to meet consumer demand in this area.”

Zahi Khouri, chief executive officer of National Beverage Company said,
“We welcome the opportunity to play a part in building the leadership position of
The Coca-Cola Company in this region. With this agreement, we will be able to
build infrastructure, boost distribution with more trucks and coolers and hire new
employees to serve our customers and consumers.”

NBC will produce Coca-Cola, Fanta and Sprite in 330ml cans and 2 litre
non-refillable plastic PET bottles. Farouk Fannoush, a veteran of the soft drink
industry, has been appointed the general manager.

The Coca-Cola Company is a leading supplier of soft drinks to the Middle
East and North Africa region as well as the world's largest beverage company.
Along with Coca-Cola, recognized as the world’s best-known brand, the
Company markets four of the world’s top five soft drink brands, including diet
Coke, Fanta and Sprite. Through the world's largest distribution system,
consumers in nearly 200 countries enjoy the Company’s products at a rate of

more than a billion servings each day.
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