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November 13, 1598

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 2050

Dear Mr. Presiclent:

I am writinc Lo thank you for inviting me o participate in
the Presidential fact finding miseion to Honduras and Nicaragua
under the able lesdershlp of Mrs. Tipper Gore. I found the visic
enormously helpful in getting an accurate picture of the
devastation that has been wrought by Hurricane Mitch to the
infrastructures und populations of those countries. I Kknow that
other members of the Congressional delegation aLlso banefitted
greatly from this visit. I regrat that I am not able to attend
the meeting at the White House today to discuss what more the
United States ca do to agsist the countries of Cantral America
to recover from tie effects of Rurricane Mitch, but I
nevercheless thouzht that you might find it helpful to know my
conclusione and rucommendations after apending two days in the
region.

The destruction and devastation caused by Hurricane Mitech
are almost incomwprehensible, as are the tasks «f cleanup and
rebuilding. While Honduras and Nicaragua were the most severely
impacted, other countries in thle region also suffered storm-
related damace :u& well. The entire region will require sustained
international aseistance, if it is to ever fully recover from
this disaster. I very much hope that the United States will play
a leadership role in spearheading that effort. |

I commend ycu for your efforts to date in providing United
States disaster related assistance to Central America,
particularly to Zondurasg and Nicaragua. However, I believe that
thare are a nunb:r of additional areas where cthe United States
could be doing mzre: some of these will require Congressional
action, and cthers can be undertaken pursuant to Executive Order.
With respect tc “he former, I believe that the -106th Congress
rust make as its first legislative priority the passage of an
emergency suppPlemental appropriations bill for the region,
perhaps on the cirder of $230-250 million. In my view, that
emergency legislation should also include provisions extending
NAPTA~parity tneatment to the countries of Central America and
the Caribbean, since over the longer term the private sectors of
these countrien will be tha engine for economic growth and job
creation. I si:and zeady to work with your adwinistration and
with the bipari:isan laadexship of the Housa amnd Senate to
accomplish thaz goal.
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I would also ask you to consider undertaking steps in the
following areas puri3suant to ExXecutive Order:

-~ authorize tie forgivenesa of a substantial portlon of the
outstanding official debts owed by these ccuntriea to the
United States as part of an international cdebt forgiveness
initiative;

-- instruct :=le Department of Defense to send more airlifc
capacity to the region ta facilitate efforta to deliver
emergency suprtlies to remote areas, and to accelerate the
starting date of Operation New Horizone so that the United
States Arumy Corps of Englneers or National Guazd units can
begin now to rebuild bridges and roads, parLlcularly in the
coffee growincg areas of Hondurag while this year's crop is
still salvace:able;

-- simplifly s»n called Denton authority prosedures that
private voluntcary organizations must follow in order to
obtain assistance from the Department of Defense in
delivering easi2xrgency donations to the region;

-- clarify that the Foreign Assistance Act 508 (a) drawdown
authority, wlhich waa authozrized on Novembar &, should cover
all Departmeut of Defense related éxpensea in the relief
effort, ratlier than continue to utilize acarce AlD disaster
funds for aowe of chese expenses; and

-- extend f£o5r a pexiod of up to aix months the Attorney
General’'ss telporary suspension of all IN8S deportation
proceedings with respect to Cantral Americans currently
residing in the United States since it would be inhumane to
send additiozial individuals baagk to those countrles at this
time.

Mr. Presidern:, I hope that you will £ind these
recommendaticns ka2lpful as you go forward to formulate United
States prograwms ¢nd policieg to respond effectlvely to the
current crisis confronting our friends and neighbors in Central
America. I gtaixl ready to do all that I can to: be of assistance
to you in these efforts, including working with the bipartisan
leadership of the Congress to gain early approval of the -
legislativa components of U.S. relief and raeconstruction
initiatives,

Christopher J. Dodd
United States Senator

cc: Mrs. Tipper Gore
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Our Lost Best Chance

By James Traub

spent the day The Videotape

was released inside the: bub-

ble of New York University

Law School's symposium on

globalization. And a very

pleasant bubble it was, with
the First Lady and scholars and
bankers and United Natons officlals
earnestly, even a bit piously, map-
ping a “third way'’ between laissez-
faire capitalism and the welfare
state.

Then, in the afternoon, President
Clintan arrtved, to talk aboat
“Strengibening Democracy In the
Global Ecopomy” in a forum with
three other heads of state and govers-
ment. More genial blather, [ expected.

But no; the President posed—the
hard questians the others had avoid-
ed. What kinds of problems are oot
amenable w “‘third way” solutions?
How do you persuade a public, or a
legislature, to deal today with a prod>
lem that won't surface for 10 years,
like Social Security? The President
ecven made Prime Minister Tooy
Blair of Britain, his trans-Atlantic
soulmate, seem ever 80 sughtly
(lashy.

On the way out, I asked a eanstity.
tional law schelar what he had
thoyght ‘“That was the most (ntellec-
tually serious President of my life-
time.”” he said. “And I can’t belisve
we'll get anotber for a long time,
What a waste.”

Thae, [ said, was exactly what 1
had been thinking. It must have been
what many-people at the syrmgnsfum
were thinking. What a pitiful waste.

At the reception afterward, the
President stayed and stayed and
talked and talked — about the prob-
lem of the long term, about Kosaovo,
lbuumythlng.ll_nd met him only
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once before, after a debate in New
Hampshire in the fall of 1991, and
then, too, he had stayed for hours,
debating and delineating.

Some of the same forces of conven-
tional opinion that ridicule Mr, Clin-
ton now over his penchant for all-
nighters and commons-room palaver
fell hard for him then — for his
passionate engagement with the
most serigus issues, for his gift for
posing complicated questions in the
most lucid form. It seemed then that
this man could break the ideological
deadlock of left and right — no one
had yet coined the phrase ‘‘third
way'’ — and could (nstill in public iife
something of the Intellectual vitality
we assoclate with the Kenoedy

years.
.And yet; the Clinton Administra-
tion has been hat
the outset by the sense of wasted
posshbllities, President Clinton, un-
like Prime Minister Blair, faced a
hostile, highly conservative Con-
gress, (At the reception, he said with
a smile that at times he could see the
merits of a parliamentary system.)
Whatever might bave been q y
with the fallure of
bealth care. reform. the disasyous

1994 elections. and the subsaquent

ascendancy of Dick Morris and *‘tri-
angulation’” -— a debased variadon
éa the third way, In which the Presi-
dent reduced his ambt{tions almost to
acthing:

Perhaps a different kind of man —
a man less intent on survival — could

have found a way to rally tha pation |

tnhBS'lde Yet it is also true that the

epublicans were determined to
deny Mr. Clinton significant legisla-
tive victories.

But we didn’t know then how pro- |
found the waste would turn out to be.

After Monday’s symposium, | cape
home, turned on the televigsion and
heard, “If the person being depased
kissed the breast of  another per-
son...” That's wbat it had come to.
Demacratization and the forces of

global capitalism were inside the
bubble, rarefied and faintly prepos:
terous. The all-pervading reality was
that the President was facing the
prospect of impeachment for refus.
ing to admit that he had touchec
Monica Lewinsky when she had
touched him. And yes, of course, the

Who dashed the
hopes of the 1992
campaign?

President was very much (o blam:
for the fix he was In. He shouldn’
have dane {t, and he shouldn’t hav.
lied about it. But the world has no
been kind to him. It bas given him a;
avenging proseaitor, and a ravening
media, and a Republican majorit
Quietly sharpening lts knives.

To Mr. Clinton's critics, it s obv:
ous how history will appordan the
blame for this colossal waste, But i

.i=n’'t.obvious to me. ¢
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