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Henry Siegman October 26, 1998

Sensor Fellow
Direceor, US/ Middle East Project

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W.

Washington, D.C. 20500 \N\M N&J\

Dear Mr. President,

President Bill Clinton : W .
The White House @w

Having been involved in the Arab-[srael disput

head of the Synagogue Council of America anc

Congress, and now as Senior Fellow at the

Relations), permit me to express my admuratior .
contribution that you made at the Wye Conference Center to reviving
a moribund peace process whose failure was driving the parties to
despair and violence.

There is no doubt in my mind, Mr. President, that the Wye
agreements were reached not because of clever new formulations, but
because of your personal deterrmination and persuasiveness. If the
agreement is actually implemented in the coming weeks, history will
undoubtedly take full account of your personal contribution to the
peace of the region and the world.

At the moment, that is a problematic “if.” You succeeded at Wye, Mr.
President, first because of your personal involvement and also
because you so deftly eliminated wiggle room for those who in the
past wiggled so successfully to avoid previous agreements. Your

continued personal engagement is essential if the terms of the Wye
agreement are to be implemented on the ground.
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Henry Siegman October 26, 1998

Sensor Fellow
Direceor, 1S/ Middle East Project

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

Having been involved in the Arab-[srael dispute for over 40 years (as
head of the Synagogue Council of America and the American Jewish
Congress, and now as Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations), permit me to express my admiration for the extraordinary
contribution that you made at the Wye Conference Center to reviving
a moribund peace process whose failure was driving the parties to
despair and violence.

There is no doubt in my mind, Mr. President, that the Wye
agreements were reached not because of clever new formulations, but
because of your personal determination and persuasiveness. If the
agreement is actually implemented in the coming weeks, history will
undoubtedly take full account of your personal contribution to the
peace of the region and the world.

At the moment, that is a problematic “if.” You succeeded at Wye, Mr.
President, first because of your personal involvement and also
because you so deftly eliminated wiggle room for those who in the
past wiggled so successfully to avoid previous agreements. Your
continued personal engagement is essential if the terms of the Wye
agreement are to be implemented on the ground. Coe d
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Your generous offer to attend the meeting in Gaza at which
Palestinian nullification of relevant parts of the old Covenant will be
affirmed is certainly an important example of such continued
personal involvement.

You may recall our conversation of this matter when we spoke briefly
following your address at the Council on Foreign Relations on the
global economy. I could not have imagined at the time that you
would seize the issue so quickly, so personally and so effectively.

My very best wishes to you for conti

)ed su Cess in this and other
crucial areas where U.S. leadership is i
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From the DirectorGeneral

5 October, 1998

Mr Svdney Blumenthal
The White House
Washington DC

20502

(bsuz,\/ STM‘

Thank you for making time for me on a busy day. As ever, it was stimulating and
delightful to talk to you.

May | commit to paper my suggestion - for consideration in due course - that President
Clinton should record his television memoirs - for showing in the US, the UK and
internationally - with the BBC.

I enclose VCRs of the 4 x 1 hour series we did with Margaret Thatcher. | recommend
you view the series. It is compelling, cogent and revealing television - and otfers a first
view of history which all sides found fair and insightful. The same team has just
embarked on John Major’s memoirs.

In addition, or alternatively, the President may like to consider presenting an authored
series for the BBC in the long tradition we established - and which continues - with
series like Civilisation and Ascent of Man. Plainly a grand theme would be needed.

I expect the President will wish to defer thinking about such matters for some time, but
I can arrange for you to meet some of our key creative people whenever you wish to

explore any of this further.

Kindest regards
) s\

Sir John Birt
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105th-Congress

OFFICERS
Maxine Waters
Crov

Earl Hilliord
Argt Vice Oy

Eddie Bemice Johnson
Second Vice Chor

Corrine Brown
Secrefoy

shella Jackson Lee
Who

MEMBERS
U.S. House of Repraseniativas

John Conyers. Jr.. Mt- 65
wiliom Cloy. MO - "9

Louis Stokes. OH - 69

Ronaid V. Oelums. CA - 7!
Charias 8. Ranget NY - “71
son C.Ouon CA- "N

Maojor R. Owens NY. - “8)
Edolphus Towns, NY - °83

Floyo Hoke, NY - ‘87

John Lews. GA - 87

. Doncid M. Payne., NJ - 89
Eleanor Halmes-Noaon, OC - 91
wom Jefferson LA - 91
Marine Waters, CA - ‘9]

Eva Clavton NC - *9

Santord Bishop, GA - "93
Comne Brown FL - "93

Jen Qyoun, SC - ‘93

Alcea Hostings. FL - 93

Eod Hiligro, AL - ‘93

tdcie Bemice Johrson TX - ‘93
Cynmig Mcinoey. GA - 93
Come Meek FL - 93

Bobby Rush, L - ‘93

Roben C. Scorr, VA - ‘93
tAetvin wott, NC - Q3

Aben wynn, MO - *93

Bennie G. Thomgrson, MS - 93
Choka fattah, PA - ‘95

Shelia Jackson Lee. TX - 95
Jesse Jockson Jt, K - "95
Aanita Miencer-McDonad. CA - ‘%6
Egan Cummings MO - "%

Mo M. Carson. IN. ‘97

Donna Chistian-Green, v - Q7
Donny K. Davis /L - 97

Horold €. Foxg. Jr, IN - 97
Corotyn Kiparrick, Mi - “97

U.S. senate

Corol Moseley-Bioun L - "93
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'Congressmnal Black Caucus

Congress of the United States ‘ GO
2344 Rayburn Building ¢ Washington, DC 20515 « (202) 225-2201

July 17,1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We- are writing in response to the Administration’s proposed
Refugee Admissions allocations for FY 1999 which we received on June
26, 1998. We are, of course, pleased to see that you have increased the
overall allocation for refugecs from Africa from 7,000 in FY 1998 to
12.000 for this fiscal year. Becausc there continue to be more refugees in
Africa than anywhere else in the world, we hoénc that the proposed increase
for FY 1999 begins a trend to increase the number of ‘African refugees
referred for resetlement to the U.S. to a number that is proportionate to
the total number of rel’ugccs in Africa as compared to the rest of lhc world.

J

While we are#lcascdmxh_lhc_pmpose.dmcmasc in African

refugee resettlement slots, we believe this increase will be meaningless
unless it is associated with increased resources in Africa to identify and
process these refugees. The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (“UNHCR™) continues 1o be the sole referral source for African
refugees, although we understand that the State Department has recently
designated certain groups of African refugees for “Priority Two™
admission which wil) allow [hcsc refugees to be processed for resettlement
by State Department contractots directly without a UNHCR referral.

While such designations have been used with some success in
Europe. we believe that the use of Priority Two désignations is not
cnough. We are advised that referrals of African refugees for resettlement
for this fiscal year continue to lag behind the numbers referred in the |
previous fiscal vear- We ;hc(cfo’re reiterate our request that a persod in

J;nn-_.‘,

each U.S. Embassy and Consilate in-Africa be assigned the task of -« :
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identifying and processing refugees for whom resettlement to the U.S. is
an appropriate durable solution. We, also, urge the Administration to
increase the budget for the Joint Voluntary Agencies (“JVAs”), which
serve as State Depantment contractors in Africa, so that a JVA can be
assigned to each country in Africa where there is a refugee crisis. JVA's
have been used in this way in Europe and we believe a similar use in
Affica could go along way toward reducing the disparity between the
numnber of Africans referred for resettlement to the U.S. as compared to
the number of Europeans.

Additionally, we reiterate our request that the State Deparunent
reconsider the parameters used to refer refugees for resettlement. Because
the State Department only refers Africans who are members of designated
groups, individuals with bona fide refugee claims can languish for years
without being referred for resettlement. W ith appropnate resources in the
field, the processing and }éfcml of individual claims should not pose an
undue burden on resources.

Fihally. ‘we urge you to direct the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (CINS?) operating in Africa 1o review the critena it is using to
detérmimeifa persorrisabona fide refugee. We are advised that nearly
60% of all refugee cases reviewed by the INS in Africa are denied, a
percentage that seems unreasonably high in the absence of an explanation
from the INS.

The Congressional Black Caucus still has not received a formal
response from the Administration to our October 1, 1997 letter, another
copy of which is enclosed for your convenience. A prompt response to-
lhlS letter and to our priar corrcspondcncc would be’ apprecxatcd
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