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THE WHITE HOUSE
e WASHINGTON

October 17, 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHILLIP CAPLAN it/

DAVID GOODFRIENDZ

SUBJECT: Recent Information Items

P \ We are forwarding the following recent information items:

)

Magaziner Memo on Electronic Commerce -- Ira reports that all the goals outlined in
your 1997 electronic commerce strategy report have been met: passage of key
legislation (Internet Tax Freedom Act; WIPO Copyright Treaty implementation;
Digital Signature Act; Online Children’s Privacy Act); international agreements (e.g.,
WTO moratorium on tariffs on electronic transmissions); and private sector self-
regulation (e.g., privacy guidelines; content ratings). Ira’s official one-year report
outlining accomplishments and next year’s agenda is forthcoming. Ira suggests a bill-
signing/Internet event, which will be considered with other scheduling requests. We
have sent a copy of his memo to Stephanie.

Koskinen Y2K Materials - John forwards: a press release describing “National Y2K
Action Week” (October 19-23) during which Federal agencies will conduct educational
events; a copy of the poster, “Are You Y2K OK?” which will appear in 40,000 post
offices; a copy of the post office’s Y2K cancellation mark; and a list of organizations
supporting Y2K Week which will appear in an advertisement published in over 300
newspapers. “We're on a roll,” says John.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
From: [ra C. Magaziner j.&?“‘
Subject: Electronic Commerce

[ am pleased to report that all of the goals set for this past year in the electronic commerce
strategy vou announced on July 1, 1997 have been achieved.

We are ready to issue our one year report which spells out our progress in more detail and
sets the agenda for next year (we delayed its release until the completion of the
Congressional session and the OECD Ministerial meeting).

Over the past fifteen months, we have kept our activities low key, feeling that we would
be more successful in maintaining the bipartisan consensus necessary for success if we
did not trumpet our accomplishments.

Now however, | think it might be appropriate to have an event on the Internet and
electronic commerce which combines bill signings and the release of our one year
progress report.

Electronic commerce is now a major issue on economic policy agendas around the world.
and the market driven principles you espoused in your strategy are now widely accepted.

The Congress has recently enacted legislation which accomplishes your four main
legislative objectives:

The Intermet Tax Freedom Act;

The WIPO Copyright Treaty ratification and associated liability legislation;
The Digital Signature Act; and

The Online Children’s Privacy Act.

We have also met your major international goals for this year in multilateral fora:

- The World Trade Organization at its Ministerial meeting in May approved a
moratorium on tariffs for electronic transmissions which we hope to make
permanent in 1999.
















































































































































