























































































































STATE OF MINNESOTA ?f%,v

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL /
102 STATE CAPITOL
ST PAUL. MN 53155-1002
TELEPHONE: (612) 296-6196

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY I
ATTORNEY CENERAL October 12, 1998

President William J. Clinton 9B OCT 14 ru3
Vice-President Albert Gore, Jr. -
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Re: Steel Industry Imports
Dear President Clinton and Vice-President Gore:

[ am writing to seek your help in addressing what has become a very serious problem for
working families and businesses on Minnesota’s Iron Range. The problem is the massive surge
in cheap steel imports from several countries, and particularly from Japan, Russia, and Brazil.

The figures are startling. According to U.S. Commerce Department data:

- By the end of July 1998, total U.S. steel mill product imports for the year had
already exceeded 22 million net tons, up nearly 20% above the record import pace
set in 1997.

- Steel imports from Japan are up 130.4%, from Indonesia up 374%, from Australia
up 120.2%, from South Africa up 93.9%, from South Korea up 93%, from India
up 57%, from Ukraine up 51.6%, and from Russia up 18.7% from last year’s
record.

- At the current pace, imported steel will take nearly 50% of the domestic market,
putting thousands of mining jobs in Minnesota at risk.

Given the turmoil in many global markets, it might be tempting to ascribe this
unfortunate trend to currency devaluations, liquidity problems, or other international economic
problems. The reality, however, as Ambassador David Aaron, Undersecretary of Commerce for
International Trade, publicly acknowledged several weeks ago in a speech to the Chamber of
Commerce, is that we have not seen a flood of cheap imports in any industry other than steel.
Countries like Japan are exporting hot-rolled band steel at $195 a ton, when their price was $350

a ton just a year ago. 0-1%4-9%
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The word for what is going on is dumping. As you may know, the steel industry and the
steelworkers unions have filed a series of anti-dumping and countervailing duty petitions with
the Commerce Department and the International Trade Commission, and it is my understanding
that Secretary Daley, along with Secretary Rubin and Ambassador Barshefsky, have committed
to expedite the investigation of those petitions. It is certainly my hope that your Administration
keeps that commitrnent, and seriously considers invoking the “critical circumstances” provisions
in the Tariff Act of 1930 and the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as amended, to make any future
remedy more effective.

What may be important, however, over the next several months is that, as part of your
efforts to address the global economic crisis, you insist on agreements by the offending nations
here to restrict their low-price steel exports to levels near where they were in mid-1997 before
this surge of cheap imports commenced. I have no doubt that countries like Japan, Russia, and
Brazil need to raise cash, but our trade laws demand that they not do so at the expense of our
domestic industries and American workers.

I look forward to speaking with you about this issue further. Thank you for your
attention.

Best regards,
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
Attorney General
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Ms. Betty Currie

Personal Secretary to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Ms. Currie:

Allow me to introduce myself. I am a business professional
residing in Toledo, Ohio; a very crime/drug distressed city.
While I restore historical buildings as a profession, my
deeper interest is in restoring hope for. the eities of our
Nation and to bring back Unity to the family. I have pre-
viously written to President Clinton (6-15-94) regarding
this new concept, with only a general form Istter in return.

This idea would incorporate the First Lady's concepts ("It
Takes a Village") of basic values that we have neglected in
the past; provide education to those who want it; give hope
to those who feel there is none; provide neighborhood in-
volvement; and, give strength and character to our cities
and Nation once again. This new concept will provide an
organization that all citizens will be proud to become a
part of.

Recently, I read in our local newspaper that the Democratic
Party does not have a solid platform for the November elec-
tion. I would appreciate the opportunity to present this to
President Clinton and/or the First Lady. Should you chaose
not to have 1nterest in_hearing about this new concept, I do
feel so strongly about it that I would be cnmpelled;to
approach another organization and/or the media.
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President Clinton could challenge the third term re-election
ruling by presenting this new concept to our Congress, our
Senate and our Nation. This could be the legacy that President
Clinton is looking for. After all that has challenged the Demo-
cratic Party, President Clinton and the First Lady, why not
challenge the third term ruling?

Respectfully,

7S

David T. Snyder /

A.R.M.; R.A.M.
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